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V  Educatioo of the variaat, with particular emfibaais on die paydb- 

ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adfustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accosqi* 
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a libtary as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading mendiers of die legal, psydiiat- 
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to  society.

O  Educatioo of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
indivithial, leading to an eventnal breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings nforesien 
tinned; dirough dissestination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

O  Participation in research projects by duly authotixed and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homos exual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable *»»ir****g of cnMs 
involving this minority group, and prosMtion of these ehiag^s 
through due process of law in the state legialntaxes.
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cJ C iove

A S t o p y  b y  A g a th a  l l a t h y s

I t  w a s n ' t  e a s y .  F i r s t  l o v e  n e v e r  i s .  The s t u m b l i n g - l n -  
t h e - d a r k  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  t h e  h e l d - b r e a t h  o f  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
-  t h e s e  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g s ,  I met h e r  i n  a  v e r y  o r d i ­
n a r y  w a y .  So o r d i n a r y  t h a t  th e  e x a c t  mcment o f  m e e t in g  
( t h e  one t h a t  s h o u ld  be a  b r i g h t  f l a s h  i n  t h e  m o t t l e d  s k y  
o f  memory) -  t h a t  moment I have f o r g o t t e n .  She was th e r e >  
and I l o v e d  h e r .

I must have met h e r  i n  M is s  L e e ' s  s u i t e .  B e cau se  o f  my 
j o b ,  I had my own k e y  t o  th e  f r o n t  docp o f  t h e  dorm and 
s p e c i a l  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  come i n  a f t e r  h o u r s .  One n i g h t  M is s  
Lee a s k e d  me i n t o  h e r  s u i t e .

" J e n n y ,  I ' v o  made c o f f e e .  W on't  y o u  have some w i t h  u s ? "

I d o n ' t  know w h e t h e r  C j i r ls  was t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  or 
n o t .  There w ere  o t h e j  g i r l s  t h e r e ,  f o u r  or f i v e .  I t  was 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  r i t u a l .  L a t e r ,  I  remember t h e  t h r e e  o f  
u s :  M is s  Lea b u n d le d  i n  a  b r i g h t  g r e e n  r o b e ,  w i t h  h e r  heJ.p
i n  a  t u r b a n ;  C h r i s  J u s t  o u t  o f  t h e  s h o w er ,  p a ja m as  show ing 
u n d e r  t h e  r e d  p l a i d  o f  h e r  r o b e ;  and me, home from w o rk ,  
no l o n g e r  t i r e d ,  f u l l  o f  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h i n g s  t h a t  had 
happened a t  t h e  s w i t c h b o a r d .

One n i g h t  we d i s c u s s e d ,  b r i e f l y ,  h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  I 'm  n o t  
s u r e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  C h r i s  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  s a y i n g  
s o m eth in g  a b o u t  a  book s h e 'd  r e a d ,  I  k e p t  v e r y ,  v e r y  
q u i e t .

Someone e l s e  s a i d ,  "Oh, I ' v e  known a  f a i r y  o r  t w o , "  emd 
t i t t e r e d ,

I s t i r r e d  my o o f f e e - - t h e  c o f f e e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  n eed s t i r r i n g  
b e c a u s e  I drank i t  b l a c k .

"When I was an t u i d e r g r a d u a t e , "  U i s s  Lee b e g a n .  She had .. 
been  l o o k i n g  a t  C h r i s ,  and she p a u se d  and l o o k e d  away,
"When I was an u n d e r g r a d u a t e ,  a  g i r l  f r i e n d  and I were i n ­

v i t e d  t o  a  hou s e p a r t y  one w eekend. We d i d n ' t  know i t ,  b ut  
a l l  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l s  were L e s b i a n s . "

" L e s b i a n s ? "  C h r i s  a s k e d .

" T h a t ' s  what fe m a le  hom o sex ua ls  a re  sometimes c a l l e d , "

"What h a p p e n e d ? "

K i s s  Lee l a u g h e d .  " N o th in g  much. We d i s c o v e r e d  our mu­
t u a l  e r r o r  and w ere  v e r y  u n c o m f o r t a b le  f o r  a  w h i l e .  My 
f r i e n d  and I l e f t  soon a f t e r  -  w hich  made e v e ry o n e  f e e l  

b e t t e r , "

C h r i s  a g a i n .  " B u t  -  b u t  what happened? To th e  o t h e r  

g i r l s ? "

"Why, I suppose  t h e y  went on w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t y . "

"B u t  w hat d i d  t h e y  do?"

K i s s  Lee l o o k e d  s t r a i g h t  a t  C h r i s .  " I f  you  mean -  how 
do L e s b i a n s  e n t e r t a i n  e a c h  o t h e r  -  I  d o n ' t  know, I ' v e  
n e v e r  had any f i r s t - h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  

t o o  much i m a g i n a t i o n ,  t h o u g h . "

We f i n i s h e d  o u r  c o f f e e  and l e f t .

I  was a  s t e p  a head  o f  C h r i s  on th e  s t a i r s ,  and she ca u g h t  
my h a n d . L i g h t l y  she h e l d  i t ,  and n o t h i n g  c o u ld  have 
p r i e d  me fro m  h e r  t o u c h .  "Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t ? "

I d i d n ' t  t u r n  a ro u n d ,  " B e l i e v e  w h a t? "

She came and s t o o d  b e s i d e  me on t h e  s t a i r .  "T h a t  g i r l s  

can l o v e  e a c h  o t h e r . "

B e l i e v e  i t ?  F or a  l o n g  t im e I  had been aware t h a t  t h e  on­
l y  t im e  o f  day  t h a t  meant a n y t h i n g  was t h e  t im e  s p e n t  i n  
M iss  L e e ' s  s u i t e  -  s i t t i n g  a c r o s s  from C h r i s ,  T h is  I knew. 
More t h a n  t h i s  I c o u l d  n o t  im a g in e  — o r  fa t h o m .

And so I  s a i d ,  "No. Do y o u ? "

She drop p ed  my h a n d . " I  d o n ' t  know. Maybe, G o o d n ig h t ,  J e n n y . "



She c l i m b e d  p a s t  me on t h e  s t a i r s  ahd » e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  h e r  
room . I  s t o o d  t h e r e  f o r  a  moment, head down. The g r e e n  
f i r e  e x i t  s i g n s  gave  my hand and arm a s t r a n g e ,  s i c k  c o l o r .

That n i g h t  I l a y  awake f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  Why h a d n ' t  I s a i d ,  
" Y e s ,  y e s ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  two g i r l s  can l o v e  e a c h  o t h e r " ?  

V/hat w ou ld  have  happened t h e n ?  The q u e s t i o n  C h r i s  had 
a sk e d  i n  M is s  L e e ' s  s u i t e  e ch o ed  and r e e c h o e d  i n  my s l e e p ­

l e s s n e s s ;  "B u t  what d i d  t h e y  do?"

Had I b e t r a y e d  our f r i e n d s h i p  by  n o t  a n s w e r i n g  h e r  t r u t h ­

f u l l y ?  I had a n s w e r e d  t r u t h f u l l y l  F r i e n d s h i p  i s  a  r a r e  
and b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g ,  and we had t h i s  r a r e  and b e a u t i f u l  
t h i n g  be tw ee n  u s .  L o v e ,  e v e n ,  m aybe. There a r e  a l l  k i n d s  
of l o v e .  But n o t  what M is s  Lee was t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  N o t . . .

But what d i d  t h e y  do?

The n e x t  n i g h t  I h u r r i e d  t o  my own room w i t h o u t  s t o p p i n g  
i n  M is s  L e e ' s  s u i t e .  My roommate was a s l e e p ,  and o n l y  t h e  
s t u d y  lamp on h e r  d e s k  was o n. I l a y  down on my b u n k .

What was I t o  do?

C h r i s  was l e a n i n g  o v e r  t h e  bed b e f o r e  I r e a l i z e d  anyone 

had come i n t o  t h e  room.

She s m i l e d ,  h e r  own, s p e c i a l  s lo w  s m ile  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  need  

l i g h t  t o  s e e .  " I  m is s e d  y o u ,  J e n n y , "

She b e n t  and k i s s e d  me f u l l  on t h e  mouth. Then, a s  q u i c k ­

l y  a s  she had come, she was g o n e .

I t  was a  q u i c k  k i s s ,  a  l i g h t  k i s s ;  b u t  n e i t h e r  so q u i c k  
n or so l i g h t  t h a t  I w a s n ' t  aware o f  t h e  d e s i r e  t h a t  had 
w e l l e d  up w i t h i n  me- s u d d e n , u n m i s t a k a b l e .  C h r i s ,  C h r i s .

But s h e ' s  a  g i r l I  I  s a t  up on t h e  bunk, my hands i n  f i s t s .  

My God, S h e ' s  a  g i r l ,

I l a y  down a f t e r  a  w h i l e ,  and e v e n ,  f i n a l l y  went t o  s l e e p .  
My l a s t  t h o u g h t  w a s -  P l e a s e .  P l e a s e  l e t  h e r  have  meant 
i t  when she k i s s e d  me.

We w ere  o n l y  I n f r e q u e n t l y  i n  M is s  L e e ' s  s u i t e  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
a l t h o u g h  C h r i s  a l w a y s  w a i t e d  f o r  me t o  g e t  home fro m  w o r k .

Sometimes we l i s t e n e d  t o  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  l o u n g e ,  sometimes 
I  r e a d  p o e t r y  t o  h e r  b y  c a n d l e l i g h t .  Sometimes she rubbed 
my b a c k ,  " T h i s  w i l l  h e lp  you t o  r e l a x . "  My whole body 
ach e d  w i t h  w a n t i n g  h e r  hands t o  smooth o v e r  t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  

s e t  by b a c k - r u b b i n g ,

i ^ r i l  cam e. Warm, l o v e - A p r l l .  And, w i t h  i t ,  came my v a c ­

a t i o n  from  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  company.

The b i t t e r s w e e t  h o u rs  o f  t h o s e  two w e e k s - s t u d y i n g  t o ­
g e t h e r  a t  a  d e s e r t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t o n e  q u a r r y ,  s u n b a th in g  

on t h e  dorm r o o f ,  e a t i n g  i n  a  t i n y  r e s t a u r a n t  i n  to w n . We 
t a l k e d  a b o u t  our f a m i l i e s ,  s c h o o l ,  our d rea m s- we t a l k e d  
a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  t h e  two o f  u s  t o g e t h e r .  Sometimes 
we d i d n ' t  t a l k  a t  a l l .  Sometimes we h e l d  hands w i t h o u t  
t a l k i n g .  And t h e s e  t i m e s  were t h e  b e s t ,  and t h e  w o r s t ,  o f  

a l l .

F or t h e  f i r s t  t im e  I began t o  see  C h r i s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
o t h e r  p e o p l e .  She was t h e  most p o p u la r  g i r l  i n  t h e  dorm, 
had a l r e a d y  been  ch o s e n  n e x t  y e a r ' s  p r e s i d e n t ,  and stoo d  
a good  ch a n ce  o f  b e i n g  e l e a t e d  t o  an o f f i c e  o f  th e  a l l ­
c o l l e g e  c o u n c i l .  Her manners were i m p e c c a b l e ,  h e r  c l o t h e s  
s u p e r b .  Som etim es I  w a s 'J e a l o u s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  They 

t o o k  t im e  and a t t e n t i o n  I w anted f o r  m y s e l f .

The n i g h t  o f  t h e  J u n io r  prom we were g i v e n  s p e c i a l  l a t e  
h o u r s .  I  w a s n ' t  g o i n g .  I  had a lm o s t  s to p p e d  d a t i n g  e n ­
t i r e l y .  I  su p po sed  t h a t  C h r i s  was g o i n g -  i t  was one o f  
t h e  b i g g e s t  e v e n t s  of  t h e  y e a r .  I  h a d n ' t  been a b l e  t o  
a sk  h e r  i f  she w e r e .  J u s t  a s  I c o u l d n ' t  b e a r  t a l k i n g  t o  

h e r  a b o u t  a n y  o f  t h e  b o y s  she d a t e d .

She was w a i t i n g  i n  my room when I g o t  b a ck  from c l a s s .  
" T h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  weekend o f  y o u r  v a c a t i o n ,  i s n ' t  i t ,

J en n y ? "

■"rh-huh. I t ' s  g o in g  t o  be v a r y  h a r d  t o  go b ack  t o  w o rk ."

"We o u g h t  t o  have  one l a s t  f l i n g ,  d o n ' t  you  t h i n k .

I  c o u ld  h a r d l y  t r u s t  m y s e l f  t o  a n s w e r .  "L ik e  w h a t? "

" A l l  t h e  t h i n g s  you  l i k e .  D in n e r  downtown. D a i q u i r i s .
Rare s t e a k ,  y o u  c a n n i b a l ,  C o i n t r e a u ,  And t h e r e ' s  sup­



p o se d  -to be a  moon« We o o u ld  go f o r  a  r i d e .  Would y o u  

l i k e  t h a t ,  Jenny? I t ' s  y o u r  p a r t y . "

"But t h e  prom. What a b o u t  t h e  prom?"

C h r i s  l a u g h e d .  "How c o u l d  I go t o  a  prom on t h e  l a s t  
S a t u r d a y  o f  y o u r  v a c a t i o n ?  B e s t  b i b  and t u c k e r  a t  s ev en  

s h a r p . "

I t  was my p a r t y .  A f t e r  d i n n e r ,  C h r i s  drove  t o  a  l o n e l y  
sp o t  n e a r  t h e  s t o n e  q u a r r y .  Over t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  
q u a r r y  had f i l l e d  w i t h  w a t e r ,  and t h e  moon t h a t  C h r i s  had 
p ro m ised  l e f t  a  p a t h  o f  l i g h t  on i t s  s u r f a c e .

She t o o k  my hand and h e l d  i t  e ve n  w h i l e  she s p r e a d  t h e  
b l a n k e t  s h e ’ d b r o u g h t  from  t h e  o a r .  We s a t  v e r y  q u i e t l y  
f o r  a  w h i l e  and w a tc h e d  t h e  moon. A l l  o f  a  sud d e n , C h r i s '  
arms were around me and h e r  mouth, h e r  han ds were a n sw er­
i n g  t h a t  h a u n t i n g  q u e s t i o n ;  But w hat d i d  t h e y  d o ?

We s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  m o o n l i g h t ,  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  F i n ­
a l l y ,  C h r i s  s a i d ,  " B a b y ,  i t ' s  l a t e .  We'd b e t t e r  g e t  
b a ck  t o  t h e  do rm ."

B a b y .  L o v e r .  C h r i s ,  C h r i s .  The s k y  opened f o r  me. You 

made t h e  s k y  o p en .

S h e 'd  s a i d  i t  was l a t e .  F o r  me, i t  was much l a t e r  t h a n  I
knew.

Back a t  t h e  dorm C h r i s  a s k e d ,  "You l o v e  me, d o n ' t  y o u ? "

" Y e s ,  Oh, y e s .  I l o v e  y o u . "  N e v e r  had t h e r e  been  such  
a g l o r i o u s  r e l e a s e  a s  t h i s .  The w ords  w ere  w h i s p e r e d ;  I 
wanted t o  s h o u t .  The s o f t - h a r d n e s s  o f  y o u ,  C h r i s - t h e  
sm oothness  o f  y o u r  c h e e k ,  t h e  i n f i n i t e  g e n t l e n e s s  o f  y o u r  
h a n d s ,  I  l o v e  y o u ,  I l o v e  y o u .

C h r i s  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h e  w o rd s  Î  w an ted  t o  h e a r .  She s q u e e z e d  
my hand and went t o  h e r  own room. And I  t h o u g h t ,  we d o n ' t  
need w o r d s ,  you  and I .  I  know y o u  l o v e  me. C h r i s ,  C h r i s ,

How ’. ; e l l  I  s l e p t -  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  In  w e e k s -  and awoke 
f e e l i n g  a l l  new . I t  was S u n d a y - g r a y  and r a i n i n g -  a 
b e a u t i f u l  d a y .  I  o o u ld  h a r d l y  d r e s s  f a s t  e n o u g h . We'd

have b r e a k f a s t  t o g e t h e r ,  r e a d  t h e  p a p e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  s t u d y  
t o g e t h e r .  T o g e t h e r ,  t o g e t h e r ,  t o g e t h e r .  Song o f  l o v e ,

C h r i s  was s t i l l  i n  b e d .  Her s l e e p y  " Y e s ? "  i n  answ er t o  
my k n o ck  was f a r  away, i m p e r s o n a l ,

" I t ' s  me, J e n n y , "

"Oh, Come i n . "

I  l a u g h e d .  "The d o o r ' s  l o c k e d !  "

She opened t h e  do o r and g o t  ba ck  i n  b e d ,  I  s to o d  i n  th e  

do o rw ay ,  a l l  arms and l e g s .

"Why d o n ' t  y o u  come i n ? "  S h e - s t a r t e d  t o  r e a c h  f o r  h e r  
c i g a r e t t e s ,  and I handed them t o  h e r ,  c l o s i n g  t h e  door 

b e h in d  me.

"Good m o r n i n g ,"

She l o o k e d  a t  me, t h e n ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  "Good mor­

n i n g ,  J e n n y , "

I w a n ted  t o  t o u c h  h e r -  h e r  ' f a c e ,  h e r  t h r o a t ,  t o u c h  h e r  
a n y w h ere ,  I s t o o d  t h e r e  w o o d e n ly .  O nly  my v o i c e  was 

a l i v e .  "How a r e  y o u  t h i s  m orning?"

" R o t t e n ,  H e ad a ch e ,  H a n g o ve r ,  I  g u e s s .  Why d o n ' t  you  s i t  

down? C i g a r e t t e ? "

She l i g h t e d  b o t h  our c i g a r e t t e s  and sank ba ck  i n t o  h e r  

p i l l o w ,  " E a t e n ? "

"H o. I was w a i t i n g  f o r  y o u ,  I  t h o u g h t , , , "

" T h in k  I ' l l  s k i p  b r e a k f a s t  t o d a y ,  J e n n y .  Why d o n ' t  you 
go ahead?  T h e y ' l l  be c l o s i n g  th e  d i n i n g  h a l l  s o o n , "

I  p u t  ray hand on h e r  arm, " I  d o n ' t  wsint t o  e a t  w i t h o u t  
y o u .  Maybe i f  y o u  a t e  s o m e t h i n g . . . "

"The t h o u g h t  o f  f o o d  s i c k e n s  m e,"

I t  was b e g i n n i n g  t o  s i c k e n  me, t o o ,  " C h r i s ,  w h a t ' s  

■ wrong?"



" I  t o l d  you« 1 d o n ' t  f e e l  g o o d , ”  She s a t  up a  l i t t l e .
I ' l l  f e e l  b e t t e r  l a t e r ,  J e n n y ,  Why d o n ' t  y o u  oome b a c k  
l a t e r ?  I f  I s l e e p  a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r .  I ' l l  be| a l l  r i g h t , "

"Oh, S u r e ,  You go b a c k  t o  s l e e p .  S h a l l  I  wake you  l a ­

t e r ? "

She t u r n e d  o v e r  on h e r  s i d e ,  " I  have a  g o l f  d a t e  a t  o n e .  
Why d o n ’ t  y o u  s e t  my a larm  f o r  11:30? Maybe we can have  
a oup o f  c o f f e e  b e f o r e  I g o , "

I  s e t  t h e  a la r m  and t u c k e d  th e  c o v e r s  around h e r ,  " S u r e ,  
S u r e ,  C h r i s ,  Hope y o u  f e e l  b e t t e r . ” She c l o s e d  h e r  e y e s ,  

" S e e  y o u  l a t e r , "

I t  was muoh l a t e r .  C h r i s  d i d n ' t  oome by my room b e f o r e  
h e r  g o l f  d a t e ;  n e i t h e r  d i d  she have  d i n n e r  a t  the dorm.
My e x h i l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  had changed t o  n a g ­
g i n g  t o r m e n t .  Why was she s t a y i n g  away? What had I s a i d  
o r  done? I l o v e  y o u ,  I l o v e  you*

She came t o  my d o o r  l o n g  a f t e r  my roomnjate had gone t o  
s l e e p ,  " J e n n y ? "  I  was out  o f  bed i n  one bound. "Were 
you a s l e e p ? "

I shook my h e a d ,

"Come down to  roy room f o r  a  m i n u t e , "  She w a lk e d  down th e  
h a l l ,  h e r  room d a r k .  She r e a c h e d  b e h in d  me t o  c l o s e  th e  
d o o r  and t o o k  me i n  h e r  a r m s ,  " J e n n y . "

I  b u r l e d  my f a c e  i n  h e r  s h o u l d e r ,  f o r g e t t i n g  my a l l - d a y  
a n g u i s h ,  f o r g e t t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  t h e  wonder of  b e in g  
h e l d  by  C h r i s ,  C h r i s ,  C h r i s ,

S h e 'd  been d r i n k i n g .  She p u t  h e r  hand u n d er my c h i n  t o  
l i f t  my f a c e  fro m  h e r  s h o u l d e r .  Her k i s s  was n o t  g e n t l e  
t h i s  t i m e .  I t  was h ard  and s u r e .  Her body t e n s e d  a g a i n s t  

 ̂ m in e ,  and she k i s s e d  me a g a i n  and a g a i n .  No h e s i t a t i o n ,  
no t r i a l  and e r r o r .  G e s t u r e  a f t e r  g e s t u r e ,  smooth and 
c e r t a i n ,  l i k e  a  w e l l - r e h e a r s e d  p l a y .

I  p u l l e d  away fro m  h e r .  " C h r i s , "  I  t o o k  h e r  f a c e  b e tw ee n  
my h a n d s .  " C h r i s ? "

She t r i e d  t o  b r i n g  me c l o s e  a g a i n ,

" C h r i s  -  do y o u  l o v e  me ? "

She t u r n e d  away from  me and s w i t c h e d  on h e r  de sk  lam p.
Her s h o r t ,  n a t u r a l l y  o u r l y  h a i r  was t a n g l e d ,  h e r  l i p s t i c k  
sm eared , " C i g a r e t t e ? "

I t o o k  o n e ,  and she l i g h t e d  i t  f o r  me. As she l e a n e d  o ve r  
I saw t h a t  t h e  t o p  b u t t o n  o f  h e r  b l o u s e  was u n b u t t o n e d .  

Whose f i n g e r s ?

" C h r i s .  You -  y o u  h a v e n ' t  a n s w e r e d , "

She l i g h t e d  h e r  own c i g a r e t t e ,  " J e n n y ,  I  t h i n k  we ought 

t o  t a l k  t o  M i s t  L e e . "

" T a l k  t o  M is s  Lee? About w h a t? "

"A bou t u s .  About y o u .  You s a i d  you  l o v e d  me. I t h i n k  we 
ought t o  t a l k  t o  M is s  L e e . "

" I  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d . "

" I t ' s  n o t  r i g h t ,  J e n n y .  T h is  f e e l i n g  y o u  have f o r  m e,"  

" B u t ,  C h r i s ,  I  l o v e  y o u . "

" T h a t ' s  w hat I mean. You know what M is s  Lee s a i d  a b o u t  
g i r l s  l i k e  t h a t .  We ought t o  t e l l  h e r . "

My b e w i ld e r m e n t  was c o m p l e t e .  What d i d  C h r i s  mean? I 
l o v e d  h e r .  I t  was t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g  t h a t  had e v e r  
h a p p e n e d . D i d n ' t  she f e e l  t h i s  w a y ,  t o o ?  H a d n 't  she shown 
me t h a t  she d i d ?  What c o u l d  be w rong w ith  t h i s ?

C h r i s  was combing h e r  h a i r ,  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  her c l o t h e s  -  
and t a l k i n g ,  I  c a u g h t  p h r a s e s .  "She can  h e l p , . . w i l l  
know what t o  d o . . . m u s t  t e l l  h e r , "

I was w a t c h i n g  h e r ,  un co m p reh en d in g , n o d d in g  numbly be­
ca u s e  t h i s  seemed t o  be what she w a n t e d .  I  s t a r t e d  down 
t h e  s t a i r s  ahead o f  h e r ,  t h i n k i n g .  M is s  Lee w i l l  be i n  b e d ,

C h r i s  c a u g h t  my arm and dug h e r  n a i l s  i n t o  my s k i n .  " T h i s  

h a s  happened t o  y o u  b e f o r e ,  h a s n ' t  i t ,  J en n y ? "  Her v o i c e  

was u g l y  and h a r d .



" I  d o n ' t  know what y o u  m ean ,"

"W ith  g i r l s .  Y o u 'v e  done t h i s  w i t h  o th ^ r  g i r l s .  H a v e n ' t  

y o u ,  J e n n y ? "  S h r i l-1 now. ' j

I  u n o u r j e d  h e r  f i n g e r s  fro m  my arm, "No, C h r i s .  T here  

h a s n ' t  b e en  anybo dy  b ut  y o u . "

I t  was an e x p l o s i o n .  " I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  y o u ! "

"W e'd  b e t t e r  go i f  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  t a l k  t o  M iss  L e e . "

M is s  Lee was in  b e d ,  b ut  she c a l l e d  t o  u s  t o  con e  i n .  I  

o n l y  remember some t h i n g s ,  I  remember t h a t  M iss L e e ,  he r  
h a i r  i n  c u r l e r s  and no t u r b a n ,  s a t  up and t u r n e d  on h e r  
bed la m p . "What i s  i t ,  g i r l s ? "

We s a t  down on t h e  o t h e r  t w i n  b e d ,  and C h r i s  s a i d ,  "W0>ve 
g o t  t o  t a l k  t o  y o y i.”

And C h r i s  t a l k e d  and t a l k e d .  Her v o i c e  went on, low  and 
s t e a d y ,  w h i l e  M iss  L e e ,  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  v e i l e d  s h o ck  i n  he r  
e y e s ,  l o o k e d  f i r s t  a t  C h r i s ,  th e n  a t  me.

Then M is s  Lee t a l k e d .  " O f t e n  n o r m a l ,  n a t u r a l . . . a  phase  
. . . a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  D r. S t e p h e n s . . . c a l l  t o n i g h t . . .  
d o n ' t  w o r r y . . . I ' l l  even  e x p l a i n  t o  D r .  S t e p h e n s . , . s o  

g l a d  y o u  oame t o  m e , . . r i g h t  t h i n g . . . d o n ' t  w o r r y . . .  
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  g o i n g  t o  be a l l  r i g h t . "

And, f i n a l l y ,  t h e y  w ere  t h r o u g h  t a l k i n g .  There w a s n ' t  
a n y t h i n g  l e f t  t o  s a y .

M is s  Lee o f f e r r e d  u s  c i g a r e t t e s  from  h e r  p a c k .

"No, t h a n k s , "  My v o i c e  was ro u g h  a t  th e  e d g e g ,

C h r i s  t o o k  one and l i g h t e d  M is s  L e e ' s  c i g a r e t t e  and t h e n  
h e r  own. She was s m i l i n g  a t  M is s  Lee -  h e r  s l o w ,  s p e c i a l  
s m i l e .  M is s  Lee s m i l e d  b a c k ,

" I s  t h a t  a l l ? "

M is s  Lee l o o k e d  s u r p r i s e d .  "Why, y e s ,  I  g u e s s  s o ,  J e n n y . "
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"Then I ' l l  g o .  G o o d n i g h t , "  I  s t o o d  u p .

" I ' l l  l e t  you know a b o u t  D r .  S t e p h e n s . "

" Y e s ,  G o o d n i g h t . "

" G o o d n ig h t ,  J e n n y , "  C h r i s  k e p t  h e r  head down. I t  was i.n 
u n n e c e s s a r y  g e s t u r e .  I  d i d n ' t  l o o k  a t  her a s  I l e f t  th e  
room. I  waUtWd s t r a i g h t  and f a s t ,  e y e s  b la n k  w i t h  t e a r s .

I t  Wasn't e a s y .  F irst Iowa M w wr i s .  And seeond?

LESBIANA
BY Gene Owmon

1 7 2 . IMPERIAL CITY BY El m e r  R i c e . Covi» r d ,  1 9 3 7 .

A  VAST PANORAMIC HYMN TO NEW YqRK C IT Y  BY ONE OF A M E R IC A 'S 

MOST FAMOUS W RITERS, INCLUDES A LL KINDS OF PERSONAL MORALI­

T Y  INCLUDING, OF COURSE, LE SB IA N ISM .

1 7 3 .  ONE HOLR BY L IL L IA N  SM ITH . HARCOURT, 19 3 9 ; SIG N E T , I96O

Al t h o u g h  m a i n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w it h  t h e  t h e m e  o f  f a l s e  a c c u s a ­

t i o n ,  T H IS  n o v e l  c a r r i e s  A CONVINCING SECONDARY ACCOLNT OF 

A MOVING AND SYMPATHETIC LOVE A F F A IR  0ETVJEEN A WOMAN CAMP 

COUNSELOR AND THE HEROINE OF THE NOVEL. THE THEME IS  

UNDERSTATED, BUT SO VERY WELL PRESENTED AND SO ROMANTICAL­

LY TREATED THAT IT  MUST BE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.

1 7 4 . TELL ME ANOTHER MORNING BY Zd ENA B e r g e r .  Ha r p K  ,  I 9 6 I .

THERE IS  AN INCIDENTAL LESBIAN  ROMANCE INCLUDED IN T H IS  

RATHER TR A G IC , UNDERPLAYED NOVEL ABOUT L IF E  IN A CONCEN­

TRATION CAMP DURING WORLD WAR I I .
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CHANGELING

Y o u  WHO ARE SO AN CIEN T-W ISE-----

Em b e r s ,  a s h e s  in  y o u r  e y e s —

Cr u m p l e d  o n  m y  a r m  t o n i g h t

Ar e  a  c h i l d  t o  s h ie l d  f r o m  f r i g h t .

y o u  who a r e  s o  s t r o n g  a n d  F1£ E T —  

Sh o u l d e r s  p r o u d  a n d  h a n d s  o f  s t e e l —  

Ar e  a s  s m a l l  a n d  c l i n g i n g - s w c e t  

A s  a  p a i n - s p e n t  c h i l d  m ig h t  f e e l .

Ab i g a i l  Sa n f o r d

Cr y  n o t ,  f a i r  o n e ; y o u r  t h o u g h t s  a r e  w r o n g ; 

Na u g h t  b u t  l o v e  e x i s t s ;

In  s h a p e  n o t  o f t e n  w h o l e  en o u g h  

An d  o f t e n  s a d l y  s i c k .

B u t  l o v e  i s  o u r  c r e a t o r ,  c h i l d .

A nd  l o v e  o u r  w a y  o f  l i f e .

T h e  h o r r i d  a c h e s  a r e  g r o w in g  p a i n s ;

Lo v e ' s  l e a r n i n g  t o  r e c i t e .

Do n ' t  c r y ,  c h i l d ; d o n ' t  h i d e  f r o m  l o v e  

In  f e a r  o f  w h a t  i t  a s k s  o f  y o u .  

y o u  a r e  n o t  m e a n t  t o  b e  ALONE;

Lo v e  so iw e o n e ; l i f e  d e m a n d s  y o u  d o .

VERCNICA 0C8

u

00:00

IT  IS  SA ID

THERE IS  A  TIM E FOR A LL THINGS

AND A LL THINGS COME IN TIME

AM) THE TIM E IS  NOW

AND WHERE WILL I FIN D  THE TIME

AND THE TIME CAN BE EMJLESS

AND TIME IS  AN ETERNITY

AMI T H IS  T U €  W ILL BE THE TIME

A M  OF THE TIME THERE IS  NO MEASURE

A M  IF  I ONLY HAD THE TIM E

A M  JU ST PA SSIN G  THE TIME

A M  DO YOU HAVE THE TIME

A M  THE TIME WEIGHS HEAVY

A M  ONCE UPON A  TIM E ^

A M  MY TIME IS  YOUR TIMÉ 

A M  A LL THE TIME 

A M  ANYTIME

A M  HELD IN THE H A M S  OF TIME 

A M  NIGHT TIME 

A M  FUN TIME

A M  WHERE DO YOU EVER F I M  THE TIME 

A M  I T 'S  BEEN A LONG TIME 

A M  JU ST IN TIME 

A M  TIME HEALS A LL WOUMS 

IT IS  S A ID .

T e r r y
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I  an g a n e r a l l y  e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t e n o r  o f  y o u r  g r o u p ' s  p o s i ­
t i o n  a t  ONE'S 1 9 6 0 -6 1  Mid - W i n t e r  I n s t i t u t e  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  
Homophile " B i l l  o f  R i g h t s "  i s s u e ,  and a t  th e  same t i m e ,  s i g ­
n a l l y  d ism a ye d  by y o u r  a p p a r e n t  u n co n cern  f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
m a t e r i a l i z i n g  y o u r  r e a s o n s .  S h a l l y i n g  b etw een  t h e  GO and 
NOGO t e r m i n i  o f  vih ether  t o  in v o k e  an e xch an ge  o f  c o r r e s p o n ­
dence i n  and aroun d t h i s ,  I  am now o f  t h e  o p in i o n  t h a t  a  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and b r o a d e n in g  o f  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  I s  v e r y  much 
an o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y ,  Ky o p in i o n  i s  e ve n  more c o n f ir m e d  by  
th e  r e c e n t  a bysm al d e v e lo p e m e n t s  i n  t h e  M a tt a c h i n e  S o c i e t y  
I I .  (THE LADDER, June I 9 6 I ,  p ag e  I 3 . )

P e rh a p s  a word o r  two o f  s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  m ight be u s e ­
f u l .  As f i r s t  f o u n d e r  ^ f  t h e  M a tt a c h in e  I d e a ,  ( th e  " c l o s ­
ed" S o c i e t y  I ,  v/ith i t s  o p e n - f a c e  F o u n d a t io n  a s  op posed  t o  
th e  s u b s e q u e n t  " o p e n "  S o c i e t y  I I ) ,  t h e  w r i t e r  d i d  n o t  a s ­
s o c i a t e  f u r t h e r  w i t h  t h e  name a f t e r  t h e  f a c t i o n a l  e r u p ­
t i o n s  o f  May 1953 d i s s i p a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  S o c i e t y ,  and g u t ­
t e d  t h e  F o u n d a t io n  d e s p i t e  h i s  d e s p e r a t e  and vehement op­
p o s i t i o n ,  My a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  ONE, I N C , ,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  
e i g h t  y e a r s  m ight l o o s e l y  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h a t  o f-m ore  
o f t e n  t h a n  n o t -  a  l o y a l  o p p o s i t i o n .  In  e d u c a t i o n ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  w r i t e r  h a s  up t o  now a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e i r  d i ­
r e c t i o n s  b u t  n o t  w i t h  many o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  a n d / o r  p o s ­

t u l a t e s .

But now I s t a n d  i n  t h e  v e r y  s t r o n g e s t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  
Homophile B i l l  o f  R i g h t s -  n o t  o n l y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  b u t  th e  
v e r y  a p p r o a c h  and d i r e o t i o n j  At t h e  moment t h e  c o r e  o f  
my p r o t e s t a t i o n  i s  e q u a l l y  compounded by  w hat I d e p l o r e  
a s  t h e  " r e d  h e r r i n g "  t y p e  o f  r e b u t t a l  ( y o u r s ) ,  I n s t e a d  o f  

a  d l r s o t  and open c o u n t e r - o f f e n s i v e ,

B e in g  u n a b le  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  y e a r ' s  I n s t i t u t e   ̂ have been 
dependant upon t h o s e  n o t e s  w h ich  have  been r e p o r t e d  by 
ONE M agazine  from tim e t o  t i m e .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  
m i s s i n g  y o u r  r e p o r t s  (THE LADDsR, March, 19^1» end sub­

se q u e n t  i s s u e s )  our i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  y o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  do 

g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  y o u r  e f f o r t s .  But h e a r  me o u t ,  and 
i f  I  do no more th a n  r e i t e r a t e  what y o u  have  s t a t e d  I 

s h a l l  most humbly a p o l o g i z e .

The r e a s o n  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  y o u r  s t a t e d  o p p o s i t i o n  c o n te n ­
t e d  I t s e l f  w i t h  t h i n g s  l e s s  th a n  a coming t o  g r i p s  w i t h  
th e  p r im a l  e r r o r -  t h a t  o f  a  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
f a v o r i n g  ANY m i n o r i t y -  i s  b e c a u s e  ONE M a g a z i n e ' s  d e ­
f e n s e  seems t o  have t a k e n  shape on d e v i a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  
f a r  from t h e  b a s i c  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  In  e f ­
f e c t ,  t h e i r  r e b u t t a l  i s  one o f  t a u n t i n g .  "W a ssam atta?"  
t h e y  h o o t ,  " a f t e r  so many y e a r s  o f  open p u b l i c a t i o n  and 
y e a r l y  open c o n v e n t i o n s  a r e  we t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h o m o p hiles  
are  a f r a i d  t o  s ta n d  up f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t s ? "  T h i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r h ^ T i ^ i n g ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  i n  c o u n t e r  t o  y o u r  n e g a t i v e  
a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  a s ta ta g e m  such as  t h e  M i n o r i t y  B i l l  o f  
R i g h t s  i n  I t s e l f  ( l e t  a lo n e  i t s  p r o j e c t i o n )  would s e t  
th e  hom ophile  movement ba ck  many y e a r s .  I  co n te n d  t h a t  
b e in g  a f r a i d  t o  s ta n d  up f o r  our r i g h t s ' ,  e q u a l l y  w i t h  
th e  f e a r  o f  " s e t  b a c k " ,  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  th e  i s s u e  i n  

any w ay, shape or fo rm .

The i s s u e  i s ,  i n  a n u t s h e l l ,  t h a t  a  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s  s p e c i ­

f i c a l l y  drawn up f o r  any m i n o r i t y  (w h e th e r  p o l i t i c a l ,  
r a c i a l  or s o c i a l )  i s  w h o l l y  u n d e m o c r a t ic  and t h u s  w h o l l y  
UNAMERICAN. C i v i l  r i g h t s ,  o r  more c o r r e c t l y  i n  c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  t e r m s ,  CIVIL PRIVILEGES ,  i n  a  R e p u b l i c  e n g e n d e r­
ed upon and d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and c o n s t a n t  e x ­
t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s ,  ^  ,  and must e v e r  
BE, INDIVISIBLE, C i v i l  p r i v i l e g e s ,  b e i n g  b o th  a  o o l l e c -  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  b e n e f i c e  

d e v o l v e  upon t h e  ALL t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a p p l y  them t o  e a ch  

a l i k e ,  w i t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  o r  t o  n o i^ I

Two o f  ONE I n s t i t u t e ' s  presumed " r i g h t s "  come t o  mind 
v i v i d l y  e xp o sed  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ;  ( l ) T h e  r i g h t  o f  
h o m o p hiles  n o t  t o  have  t o  p a y  e d u c a t i o n a l  t a x e s  t o  c a re  
f o r  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  i n s e m i n a t i o n s  o f  h e t e r o p h l l e s ;  and, ( 2 ) ,  

th e  r i g h t  o f  h o m o p h ile s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h om op hile  n e i g  -



In  d e m o l i s h i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p o s t u l a t e  one n ee d  go no f u r ­
t h e r  th a n  t o  n o t e  t h a t  " r e s t r i c t i v e  c o v e n a n t s "  i n  th e  
m a t t e r  o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  a r e  now u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  in -m o S t  
non-Jim  Crow s t a t e s  and soon may be t h e  r u l e  i n  a l l  Amer­

i c a n  S t a t e s -  we h o p e .

In r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i t e m ,  t h e  d r e a d f u l  and d i v i s i v e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  c o n c e p t  i m m e d i a t e l y  becomes a p p a r e n t  when 
we r e a l i z e  t h a t  s u ch  an e q u i t y  would p r o t e c t  P r o t e s t a n t s  
from h a v i n g  t o  p a y  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  o f  Cd) h— 
d i e s  o r  J ew s; w ou ld  p r o t e c t  w h i t e s  from  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  t a x e s  
f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  o f  A s i a n s ,  A m e r in d ia n s ,  M e x lc a n -  
A m e r io a n s ,  o r  N e g r o e s ;  w ou ld  p r o t e c t  w e a l t h y  e m p lo y e r s  from 
h a v i n g  t o  p a y  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  o f  u n i o n i s t s ;  
w ould  p r o t e c t  l a n d l o r d s  from  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  t a x e s  f o r  th e  

p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  o f  r e n t e r s .

As I s ee  i t ,  t h e  p l a n n e r s  o f  ONES M id w in t e r  I n s t i t u t e  
f a i l e d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw ee n  t h e  " p o l i t i c a l  f i c t i o n "  o f  
t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s  (w h ic h  a r e  p o l a r i t i e s  o f  an e l e c ­
t i v e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c l i m a t e  o n l y ) ,  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t ­
i e s  ( d e r i v a t i v e  o f  su c h  a  c l l m a t e j  o f  t h e  c o n f e r r e d  c i v i l  

p r i v i l e g e .  They f u r t h e r  e q u a t e d  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t  
f i c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  "DEMAND t a c t i c "  b y  w h ic h  a  m i l i t a n t  m in o r­
i t y  or f a c t i o n  NEGOTIATES an armed t r u c e  t o  an a d v a n t a g e .
The c o n f l i c t i n g  f a c t o r s  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  above p r o p o s i t i o n s  
s h o u ld  n e v e r ,  u n d e r  any c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  have been presumed 
to  be e i t h e r  e q u i v a l e n t s  o r  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e s .  In  te r m s  
of e v e r y d a y  p o l i t i c a l  e x i g e n c i e s  t h e  p o p u l a r l y  c u r r e n t  
myth o f  " i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s "  i s  no more th a n  t h e  c o n s t a n t ­
l y  r e i t e r a t e d  p o s i t s  o f  o u r  f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r s '  " s e l f - e v i ­
de n t  t r u t h s " .  As s u c h ,  t h e n ,  " i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s "  must 
be seen  t o  be a  v a l i d  c o n c e p t  ONLY when comprehended a s  
i n s e p a r a b l e  from " d u t i e s  o w ed". A l l  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  
s a c r a  a r e  " c i v i l  p r i v i l e g e s "  v o l u n t a r i l y  and c o l l e c t i v e l y  
c o n f e r r e d  i n  c o n v e n t i o n  by  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s .  And 
p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  c o n f e r r e d  t h e y  a r e  e q u a l l y  

c o l l e c t i v e l y  r e v o c a b l e .

Had ONE I n s t i t u t e  seen  i t s  p r o j e c t  i n  te r m s  o f  a  " B i l l  o f  
P a r t i c u l a r s " ,  t h i s  w ould  have  been a h o r s e  o f  q u i t e  a n o ­
t h e r  s h a p e .  A " B i l l  o f  P a r t i c u l a r s " ,  t o  encompass a 
b a s i s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  when t h e  t im e  comes t o  i n t e g r a t e  
t h e  ho m o p hile  m i n o r i t y  ( a s  a s o c i a l l y  d e c e n t  and c o n t r i ­
b u t i v e  e le m e n t )  i n t o  t h e  p a r e n t  community, i s a  p r o ­

l e

J e c t i o n  w i t h  w h ich  none o f  us w ould  w i s h  t o  q u a r r e l .  I n ­
d e ed ,  a  " B i l l  o f  P a r t i c u l a r s " ,  g i v i n g  v o i c e  and c o g n i z a n c e  
t o  t h e  d i v e r s e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  m o t i v a t i o n s  and c o l o r a t i o n s  
c h a r a c t e r i s i n g  t h e  p r o v e n a n c e  o f  n e c e s s a r y  m o r a l i t y  w i t h ­
i n  o u r  m i n o r i t y ,  c o l l a t e d  and p r e p a r e d  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  and s e l e c t i v e  p u b l i c  d i s s e m i n a t i o n ,  m ight p ro v e  t o  
be o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a l u e  t o  our p a r e n t  community a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  E s p e c i a l l y  so a s  t h a t  c o m m u n ity 's  more s o b e r  and 
s e r i o u s  p r e s s  c u r r e n t l y  e d i t o r i a l i z e s  on t h e  need  t o  se e k  
a  r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i t s  own a l l - e m b r a c i n g  system  o f  e t h i c  
from w h ich  t o  d e r i v e  a  more c o n te m p o ra ry  manual o f  moral 

dl  s c i p l i n e .

As r e g a r d s  s e t t i n g  b r a k e s  on our a c t i o n s ,  p u r p o r t e d l y  i n  
th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  f r a t e r n a l  r a p p o r t  w i t h  
" f r i e n d s "  i n  our co m m u n it ie s ,  n a t i o n a l  or r e g i o n a l ,  t h e  
homophile  m i n o r i t y  by  now s h o u ld  have  a c c r u e d  s u f f i c i e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  m e .t u r i ty  t o  have  d i s p e l l e d  a n y  s u ch  i l l u s i o n s .
As t h e  b r i e f  birt m essy  e s s a y  i n t o  p o l i t i c s  e n j o y e d  by 
th e  M a tt a c h ln e  S o c i e t y l l  so a b l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  and a s  
th e  n e g ro  p e o p l e  have so p a i n f u l l y  l e a r n e d ,  n a t i o n a l  and 
/ o r  s o c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  have no f r i e n d s -  o t h e r  th a n  th e  
i n f r e q u e n t  m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n s  ( r e m o r s e f u l l y - f l a s h e d  or 

c o n s c i e n c e - s t a b b e d  i n t o  t e m p o r a r y  or f i t f u l  e x i s t e n c e )  
of  t h e i r  f e l l o w - t r a v e l l e r s .  They do h a v e ,  from  t im e  t o

t i m e ,  t e m p o r a r y  a l l i e s ,  each  m o t i v a t e d  by  i t s  own (and 

u s u a l l y  a d v e r s e )  s e l f - i n t e r e s t s .

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  numerous f o r c e s  and com bina­
t i o n s  w i t h i n  our s o c i e t y ,  some n o t  w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
i n f l u e n c e ,  who have  v o i c e d ,  and may c o n t i n u e  t o  do s o ,  
an i n t e r e s t  i n  our b e i n g  h e a r d .  But we s h o u ld  B r r  d i s ­
a s t r o u s l y  were we t o  i n i t i a l  them a s  " f r i e n d s " .  When a 
new p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  d e s i r e s  t o  be put  on t h e  b a l l o t  i t  
must s e c u r e  p e t i t i o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  a  minimum o f  50,000 s i g ­
n a t u r e s .  These s i g n a t o r s ,  by  and l a r g e ,  a r e  n e i t h e r  
" f r i e n d s "  n o r  even  w e l l - w i s h e r s .  They a r e  s im p ly  e a r ­
n e s t  o r  d e c e n t  p e o p le  who b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  d e m o c r a t ic  p r i n ­
c i p l e  o f  f a i r  p l a y ;  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y  s i n c e r e l y - m o t i ­

v a t e d  c o n t e n d e r  has  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be h e a r d .

As t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  W olfenden R e p o r t  from  Committee 
t o  t h e  f l o o r  o f  Commons i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t  demon­
s t r a t e d ,  t h e r e  w ere  many who warmly s u p p o r t e d  i t s  r i g h t



t o  be d e b a t e d  on t h e  f l o o r  p r e o l a e l y  In  o r d e r  t o  v o t e  
a g a i n s t  I t « *

I n s o f a r  a s  our b e in g  h e a r d  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  we s h o u ld  r e a ­
l i z e  t h a t  ( i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  th e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  a l l  our 
p r e d e c e s s o r s  in  c r u s a d e s  f o r  s o c i a l  r e fo r m )  we must s e t  
as a  b a s i s  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  TWO LOAVES i n  t h e  e a r n e s t  

hope o f  g e t t i n g  ONE, but  s e t t l i n g  f o r  HALF a s  t h e  f i r s t  
s t e p  i n  an i n e v i t a b l e  e s c a l a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  In  s u ch  a 
n e g o t i a t i o n ,  even  a s  t h e  " I n t e g r a t i o n "  f o r c e s  o f  g o v e r n ­
ment have  d i s c o v e r e d  and a s  t h e  em ergin g  n a t i o n s  o f  
A f r i c a  and A s i a  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  e a c h  new d a y ,  i t  w i l l  
be p r e c i s e l y  our " f r i e n d s " ,  our s e l f - s e e k i n g  a l l i e s  o f  
o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  who w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  t o  moan t h a t  even  
our minimum " h a l f  l o a f "  i s  10 t i m e s  t o o  much f o r  u s  t o  
a s k -  and h a s  been b r o u g h t  up 25 y e a r s  t o o  so o n l

In t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a hom op hile  o r i e n t a t i o n  to w a rd  t h e  c o l -  
e l e c t i v e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a p p l y  c i v i l  p r i v i l e g e  t o  e a c h  w i t h  
d i s t i n c t i o n ,  th e  n o t i o n  i n e s c a p a b l y  a r i s e s  t h a t  t h e  s o l u ­
t i o n  t o  our p r o b l e m s - n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  U .S ,  b u t  i n  any 
n a t i o n ,  i s  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o n e .  C o n co m ita n t  t o  t h e  
n o t i o n  ru n s  a c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  such C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i -  
v i l e g e / o b l i g a t i o n s  must s t a t e  t h e i r  p r e m i s e s  i n  p r i m a l  
hom ophile  v a l u e s -  even  a s  t h e  p r i v l l e g e / o b l i g a t i o n s ,  
i n s u r i n g  d e f i n i t i v e  s e c u r i t y  eind s t a t u s  t o  c u r r e n t l y  
a ck n o w le d g e d  and a c c e p t e d  n a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s ,  
s p e l l  o u t  su ch  s e c u r i t i e s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  1 3 t h  
t h r o u g h  1 5 t h  Amendments i n  s u ch  a  way a s  t o  t a c i t l y  i n ­
su re  them , e q u a l l y  and s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  t e n .

To be s p e c i f i c  i n  hom ophile  t e r m s ,  I  am f i r m l y  c o n v i n ­
ced t h a t  a  s t a t e - b y - s t a t e  J u r i p r u d e n t l a l  i n s e r t i o n  o f  
a  "m u tu a l  c o n s e n t "  c l a u s e - e v e n  were s u ch  a  p r o j e c t i o n  
p r a c t i c a b l e - d o e s  n o t  s o l v e  th e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o p p r e s ­

s i n g  our m i n o r i t y ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  com­
p r o m i s i n g  o p p o rtu n ism  and n e g a t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  "m utual 
c o n s e n t "  p o s i t i o n  (a s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  h o m o p h ile  m i n o r i t y  
pro blem ) was w h o l l y  e x p o s e d  b y  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  t h e  W o lfe n -  

den R e p o r t  and t h e  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  d e b a te  w h ic h  b u r i e d  i t .

The s i g n i f i c a n t  c o u p l i n g  w i t h i n  a  " p r e s u m a b ly "  l i b e r a l ­
i z i n g  amendment, w h ich  our m i n o r i t y  e d i t o r i a l s  h e r e  i n  
th e  Ü .S .  seem t o  have  o v e r l o o k e d ,  b etw een  I m p o r tu n in g

and t h e  common g a r d e n - v a r i e t y  o f  h om op hile  e o n t r a e t l n g  
f o r  m utual c o n s e n t , n a k e d l y  r e v e a l s  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  r e a l i ­

z a t i o n  t h a t ,  t o  t h e  h u m a n is t ic  E n g l i s h  " e s t a b l i s h m e n t "  
(w h ic h  o f  c o u r s e  i n c l u d e s  th e  c h u r c h ) ,  t h e  s o c i a l  a s ­
p e c t s  o f  PRACTISING h o m o p h l l la  and p r o s t i t u t i o n  a r e  seen  
a s  p a r a l l e l  phenomena or p r o c e d u r e s !

The c a t e g o r i c a l  g ro u p in g  c i t e d  a b o v e ,  a f f o r d e d  u s  i n  th e  
W olfenden symposium, i s  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  o f  our own un­

w i t t i n g n e s s ,  A d o i n g ,  I  m ight a d d ,  t h a t  th e  w r i t e r  man­
a ged  t o  keep e x c l u d e d  from th e  F irs t  M a tt a c h ln e  Movement 
b ut  w h ich  h a s  f l o w e r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  Second 
U a t t a o h i n e  and i t s  a f f i l i a t e s .  T h is  g r o u p i n g  i n e v i t a b l y  
d e r i v e d  from t h e  td n d e n o y  o f  e i g h t  y e a r s  or so o f  "TOLER­
ATION, POLKS, PRETTY PLEASE?" e d i t o r i a l s  i n  our s e v e r a l  
m a g a z i n e s .  These c i t e d ,  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  o l a l m s  t h a t  
th e  l e v e l  o f  moral o p in io n  was now l i b e r a l i z i n g  I t s e l f ,  
t h e  numerous a d d i c t i o n s  t o  c a s u a l  a d u l t e r y  p re su m ab ly  
now fo u n d  t o l e r a b l e  w i t h i n  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  our n a t i o n a l  
oommunity. Be our common o o n v e n t i o n s  o f  m o r a l i t y  as  
o o l l a p s e d  n a t i o n a l l y  or i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a s  t h e y  may, th e  
f a c t  re m a in s  t h a t  O c c i d e n t a l  J u r i s p r u d e n c e  s t i l l  c o l l a t e s  
ADULTERY a s  an a s p e c t  o f  PROSTITUTION a n d , 0 0 - a x l a l l y ,  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  an a s p e c t  o f  a d u l t e r y .

The hom ophile  m i n o r i t y  c o d e ,  p e r  s e ,  i s  eo n o ern e d  n e i t h e r  
w i t h  p r o s t i t u t i o n  n or a d u l t e r y ,  and must n ot  be -  a t  l e a s t  
i n  i t s  I n i t i a l  c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g ,  H e t e r o p h l l e s  c e r t a i n l y  
have t h e  r i g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an "A -  B" m o r a l i t y  gamut 
from  (a )  c o n j u g a l  c o n t i n e n c e  t o  (b) c e l i b a c y .  But we 
c a n n o t  so t a i l o r  our s o c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e c a u s e ,  ( l )  
we a r e  n e i t h e r  h e t e r o p h l l e s  n o r ,  (2) may we e x p e c t  t o  
a c c r u e  t h e  s o c i a l  e x p e c t a n c i e s ,  and i n  r e t u r n  r e w a r d s ,  
o f  h e t e r o p h l l e s .

In  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of our i n c l i n a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  we might 
a p p e a r  t o  p a r a l l e l  h e t e r o p h l l e  t e m p l a t e s ,  t r u e !  But s i n c e  
t h e  h om op hile  s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s ,  most l i a b l e  t o  a ccru e  t h e  

best le v e ls  of our socia l  contributions, deviate rather 
s h a r p l y  from t h o s e  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  o o n v e n t i o n s  of 
h e t e r o p h l l e  m o r a l i t y ,  we must d e d i c a t e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  th e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  t a s k  of b r o a d e n in g  community m o r a l i t y  t o  hon­
e s t l y  a s s e s s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of b o th  t h e  h e ­
t e r o p h i l s  and t h e  h o m o p h ile .



G ra n te d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  m o r a l i t y  must be a l l - l n e l u -  
s l v e  and I n d i v i s i b l e ;  y e t  th e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  J u r i s p r u ­
d e n ce  must c o n t a i n  a l l o w a n c e s  f o r  PARTICULARS e ve n  a s  
a re  g r a n t e d  r e l i g i o u s  (s u c h  a s  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s ,  
J e h o v a ' s  M t n e s s e s ) ,  n a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  ( s u c h  a s  t r a d e  
u n i o n s )  m i n o r i t i e s  c u r r e n t l y .  Such PARTICULARS, i n  my 
o p i n i o n ,  more c o r r e c t l y  s h o u ld  have  been and s h o u ld  be 
t h e  f i r s t  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  h om op hile  m i n o r i t y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
and c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  t o d a y  and tom orrow ,

►
In  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  a  r e s o l u t e  c l e a n s i n g  o f  our own c o n ­
c e p t i o n s  and I n t e l l e o t u a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  m oral e v a l u a t i o n s  
would seem t o  be i n  o r d e r .  Number one on such  a  l i s t  
would b e ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h e  r o o t i n g  out  o f  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  and 
w h o l l y  f a l l a c i o u s  h a b i t  of  co m p arin g  a n d / o r  e v a l u a t i n g  

our m i n o r i t y  p a t t e r n s  o f  b e h a v i o r  i n  term s o f  h e t e r o p h i l s  
v a l u e s  a n d / o r  c o n v e n t i o n s .

Homophile p r o m i s c u i t y ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  may n o t  be adum brated 
w i t h  t h a t  fo rm  o f  b e h a v i o r  e x c o r i a t e d  b y  t h e  h e t e r o p h i l s  
com m unity. I t  d o e s  n ot  c a r r y  t h e  same c o n n o t a t i o n s  o f  
d i s a s t e r  and d i s s o l u t i o n  w i t h  u s  a s  i t  MUST w i t h  them , 
f o r  r e a s o n s  t o o  o b v i o u s  t o  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s .

That hom ophile  p r o m i s c u i t y  i s  w a s t e f u l  o f  t im e  and e n e r g y  
w h ich  m igh t be much more p r o f i t a b l y  s p e n t  i s  a  s e n t i m e n t  
n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u s  t o  b e l a b o r .  But im m o ra l ,  i n  th e  
s p i r i t u a l  and s o c i a l  c r i m i n a l i t y  of  t h e  h e t e r o p h l l l c  i n ­
f r a c t i o n ' s  i n t e n t ,  i t  i s  n o t ! Homophile p r o m i s c u i t y ,  
t h e n ,  s i m p l y  becom es f o r  u s  one o f  our s e v e r a l  m ean -av­
e r a g e  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r s  FOR WHICH WE MAKE NO APOLOGIES. 
O c c a s i o n a l  m u l t i p l i e i t y  o f  s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  a s  a  c a s u ­
a l  v a r i a t i o n  o f  " o t h e r w i s e  d e v o t e d  c o u p l e "  b e h a v i o r ,  
m igh t be a n o t h e r  s u c h .  Y e t  s u ch  d é v i a n c e s  a s  t h e s e ,  and 
o t h e r s ,  c o n s t r u e d  from our m i n o r i t y  b e h a v i o r  v a l u e s  c a n ­
n o t  i n  a n y  way be m easured or w e ig h e d  i n  c u r r e n t  h e t e r o -  
p h i l i c  m o ral " k o i n e "  ( o r  s h o u ld  we s a y  c o l n a g e T )  b e c a u s e  
n e i t h e r  t h e  s o c i a l l y - e v a l u a t e d  p u r p o s e s ,  n o r  o b j e c t i v e s ,  
o f  h e t e r o p h l l l c  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  were e v e r  c o n s t r u e d  t o  
c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  our e x p e c t a t i o n s  -  or v i c e  v e r s a .

Thus we must r e a l i z e  -  a l l  our h e t e r o p h i l s  s y m p a t h i z e r s  
and f e l l o w - t r a v e l l e r s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  -  t h a t  w i t h o u t  
s h a r i n g  AS HOMOPHILES th e  I n d i v i s i b l e  c i v i l  p r i v i l e g e s  
o f  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  p r i v a t e  c o n s c i e n c e ,  t h e  I n v i n c i b i l i t y

o f  t h e  home, t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  f r e e  a s s e m b la g e  and t e r ­
r i t o r i a l l y  - u n r e s t r i c t e d  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  
s o c i a l l y - a c o e p t a b l e  f r e e  s p e e c h ,  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r i v i ­
l e g e  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f r e e l y  a s s e r t  o u r s e l v e s  a s  a  group 
and b e in g  s o c i a l l y  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  t h e  same d i g n i f i e d  and 
d e c e n t  h o s p i t a l i t y  e x t e n d e d  t o  a n y  and a l l  o t h e r  m i n o r i ­
t i e s ,  WE HAVE NOTHING! And u n t i l  we have  begun t o  co n ­
s o l i d a t e  aroun d s u ch  a c o n c e p t u a l  p ro g ram , a£ a m i n o r i t y , 
v e  have  a c c o m p l is h e d  n o t h l n g l

I t  I s  on t h i s  l a t t e r  p o i n t  where our s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  
s w i n g s ;  I t  i s  on t h i s  l a t t e r  p o i n t  t h a t  a l l  the  W o lfen -  
den w e l l —meaningism f a l ^ ^ d ,  and most s u r e l y  w i l l  f o u n d e r  
a g a i n .  A g e n e r a l  b i l l  of "m u tu a l  co n se n t  when p r i v a t e l y  
e n j o y e d "  i s  n e i t h e r  g a i n  n or  s e c u r i t y  f o r  u s  i f ,  a t  th e  
same t i m e ,  we a r e  f o r b i d d e n  t o  seek or a s s o c i a t e  beyond 
o u r  f r o n t  d o o r s ,  F ra n ce  had J u s t  such an u n s p e c i f i e d  
"m u tu a l  c o n s e n t  when p r i v a t e l y  e n j o y e d "  c l a u s e  f o r  
150 y e a r s ,  g e n e r a l l y .  And f o r  t h e  same l e n g t h  o f  t im e 
t h e  F r e n c h  hom op hile  l o l l e d  i n  t h e  e n n e r v a t i n g  i l l u s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  " d o u b le  s t a n d a r d s "  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o l s e - f o r m u l a t e d  
m a r r i a g e  c o n t r a c t  a p p l i e d  t o  him a l s o .  So t h a t  when, i n  
t h e  l a s t  t y o  y e a r s ,  De G a u l le  t a c k e d  on a s p e c i f i c  homo­
p h i l e  e x c l u s i o n  c l a u s e  t o  c e r t a i n  l i b e r t i e s  i n  t h i s  c a t e ­
g o r y  o u r  m i n o r i t y  was n ot p r e p a r e d  t o  r e c e i v e ,  l e t  a lo n e  

s o c i a l l y  r e s i s t ,  such an o n s l a u g h t .

A f u l l  BILL OF PARTICULARS upon w h ich  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  
g e n e r a l  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l  c o d e ,  and 
t o  amend l o c a l  or r e g i o n a l  " p r e j u d i c e s "  c u r r e n t l y  lo d g e d  
In  c r i m i n a l  e q u i t i e s ,  r e f l e c t s  no more t h a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ­
a l  b a r g a i n i n g  p o s i t i o n  o f  demanding two l o a v e s  w i t h  th e  
f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  t o  a c c e p t  no l e s s  th a n  o n e .  A lth o u gh  
( i n  s m a l l  p r i n t )  h a l f  a  l o a f  c o u ld  bo e n t e r t a i n e d  as  a  
"g o o d  f a i t h "  commitment a t  th e  armed t r u c e  c o n c l u d i n g  a 

f i r s t  en g ag em e n t.

But ho w ever h a l f - l o a f e y  our f i r s t  t e m p o r i z i n g s  may b e ,  
e v e n  t h o s e  i n i t i a l  s m a l l  g a i n s  MUST BE FIRMLY ROOTED, 
AND COUCHED, IN TERMS OP ACCEPTABLE HOMOPHILE VALUES -  

o r  w e 'v e  a c h i e v e d  NOTHING!

-  Henry Hay



" R e a d e r s  of  THE LADDER w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h e a r in g  c o m e d ia n  

SHELLEY BERM AN'S LA TE ST ALBUM, THE EDGE OF SHELLEY BERl,H\N. Th e  

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON THE SECOND S ID E  CONCERNING GERTRUDE

S t e i n  a n d  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w it h  A l i c e  S .  T o k l a s  a r e  r e a l l y

H IL A R IO U S . It  IS  A 'V E R V E ' RECORD, #f/G V - I ^ O I J ."

B. G., Mi s s o u r i

3̂ :1c *

"N e w s  o f  THE LADDER i s  s p r e a d i n g  l i k e  w i l d f i r e . . . o u r  s i n c e r e  

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  a  j o b  w e l l  d o n e  in  h a n d l in g  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l

SUBJECT WITH GOOD TA STE AND EXCELLENT M A TE R IA L."

N . B . ,  New  Me x i c o

itc :ti

I
■ "'IVHAT A WONDERFULLY UNUSUAL STORY IN A P R I L 'S  ISSU E OF THE 

LADDER, 'N o  E X I T , '  BY Co l l e e n  S t e i n .  Po o r  Ma y o r  Wr e n :  Le t ' s  

HAVE MORE OF YOUR WORK, M[ S S  S T E IN I MANY TH A N K S."

S .  M ,, CALIFORNIA

* Jk * ic

" I  Y/ONDER HOW MANY R&AOERS OF THE LADDER HAVE HAD THE DESIRE TO 

INVESTIGATE THE ADVANTAGES OF THE DC8 BUT HAVE H E S IT A T E S ; SOME 

THROUGH SH YN ESS, SOME THROUGH CAUTION, WHILE MANY, PE FH A PS, THROUGH 

SHEER IN ER T IA ? Or' ,  L IK E  M YSELF, SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE PUT OUT A 

TENTATIVE FEELER IN THE FORM OF A  LETTER TO THE E D ITO R , ONLY TO

h a v e  t h e  DISCONCERTING RESULT O F ..  .S I  LENCE. OH, YOU WOULD HAVE 

BEEN SENT THE CURRENT COPY OF THE LADDER AND IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE 

RIGHT T Y P E  OF 'C O P Y ' TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO FURTHER IN VESTIGATION .

" I WONDER HOW MANY READERS OF THE LADDER HAVE FELT A VERY REAL DE­

S IR E  TO HELP WITH T H IS  WORTHY CAUSE IN BEHALF OF THE OUTCAST HOMO­

SEXUAL, BLTT HAVE H ESITATED ; SOME THROLGH FEAR OF INVOLVEMENT, SOME 

THROUGH A SENSE OF H OPELESSNESS, OR AGAIN THROUGH SHEER INERTIA?

"O r ,  l i k e  M YSELF, SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE FELT THAT YOU HAVE SO LITT LE  

MONEY, SO L IT T L E  TIM E , AND AFTER A LL WHAT CAN ONE MORE PERSON DO?

" I n  ANSWER TO MY F IR S T  QUESTION MAY I G IV E YOU MY EXPERIENCE A S 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE OF YOU WHO MAY BE H ESITATIN G ? I DID WHITE 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE LADDER AND IN ANSWER I GOT ONE OF THE FEW 

MEDIOCRE CO P IE S OF THE LADDER AND NO OTHER RESPONSE. BUT I AM OF 

A PE RSISTEN T TEMPERAMENT AND SO I TRIED A G A IN . I DEFERRED TO HELP 

OUT WITH ANY WORK AT THE O F F IC E . THAT, OF COURSE, WiAS THE RIGHT 

TACK AND I DID GET A PHONE CALL FROM THE EDITOR. I FOUND OUT THAT 

THE Y«RK OF PUTTING TOGETHER THE LADDER EACH AND EVERY MONTH WIAS 

BEING DONE ENTIRELY BY TWO PEOPLE.

" T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  s i l e n c e  i n  a n s w e r  t o  y o u r  f i r s t  t i m i d  ' f e e l e r '  i s

VERY SIM PLY THE FACT THAT THERE IS  NO TIME NOR ENERGY FOR MUCH OF 

ANYTHING BUT TO KEEP THE LADDER GOIN G. IT IS  ONLY THROUGH THE 

EFFORTS OF SUCH A SMALL GROUP OF DEDICATED PEOPLE THAT DOB AND 

THE LADDER SU R V IV E .

THE
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" I  PE R SO N aiX Y ms SHOCKED RIGHT D O W  TO MY TOES WHEN I REALIZED 

HOW A FEW PEOPLE I'VERE KEEPING UP THE GRUELING GRIND CF D A IL Y JOBS 

TO SUPPORT THEM SELVES, EVEN A S YOU AND I, AND YET AT NIGHT THEY 

ALSO MAKE THE ROUNDS OF MEETI-NGS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO THE CAUSE, 

WORK A T THE O F F IC E  GETTING OUT THE MOITTHLY LADDER, DOING A LL THE 

HEAVY WORK OF DOB AND YET w m i  SO L IT T L E  ENCOURAGEMENT.

"T h e y  h a v e  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  DEDICATION, v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y ,  f o r  I s a w  

IT WITH MY F IR S T  V I S I T  TO THE 006 O F F IC E . BUT EVEN THE MOST EX­

ALTED IDEALS VE/tR THIN WHEN YOU ARE D O G -T IR E D . SO IF YOU ARE ONE 

OF THE H E S IT A T E R S, ViAITING FOR AN ENCOURAGING SIG N , JU ST WALK 

INTO YOUR NEAREST DOB O FFICE AND OFFER YOUR GCCD H ELP. YOU ^

DO SOMETHING.

" I n  ANSWER TO MY SECOND QUESTION MAY I QUOTE THE MOTTO OF ANOTHER 

GROUP I BELONG T O : ' I T  IS  BETTER TO LIG H T ONE L IT T L E  CANDLE THAN

TO CURSE THE D A R K N E S S .' TO ILLUSTR/TTE T H IS  TRUISM , IMAGINE THE 

HOLLYWOOD BOME F IL L E D  WITH PE O PLE . If  ONE PERSON L I T  A CANDLE,

IT WOULD THROW VERY L IT T L E  L IG H T . BUT IF A L L  THE PEOPLE IN THAT

B o w l  w e r e  t o ' l i g h t  a  t i n y  l i t t l e  c a n d l e , t h e  l i g h t  w o u ld  il l u m i n a t e  

THE e n t i r e  B o w l .

"T h e  a n s w e r  t o  ouft p r o b l e m  i s  s o  s i m p l e .  If  w e e a c h  an d  e v e r y  o n e  

OF UJ l i g h t  o u r  l i t t l e  c a n d l e . . . n o t  a l o n e  b u t  a s  a  c r o u p . . . i f

WE EACH AND EVERY ONE G IV E TO THE IVORL AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT A 

h o m o s e x u a l  c a n  CONTRIBUTE TO  THE WORLD, NOT ALONE BUT A S  A GROUP. 

A l o n e ,  i t  i s  t i û e ,  ive m a y  f a l l  b y  t h e  m v.  Bur a s  a  g r o u p  w e c a n  

DO ANYTHING ON E/TRTH. YOU MAY WONDER IF IT IS  P O S SIB L E  TO WIN 

YOUR PLTiCE IN S O C IE T Y . |T MOST CERTAINLY I S ,  IF YOU DO SO A g  A

GROUP. D i v i d e d ,  we c a n  b e  c o n q u e r e d ,  Burr u n i t e d  we m u st  s u r e l y  

s t a n d .

"  I KNOW t h a t  e a c h  AND EVERY HOMOSEXUAL FEE LS THAT SOMETH ING SHOULD 

BE DONE; THAT A  L IF E  OF PRETENSE, OR AN ATTITUDE OF 'D O N 'T  G IV E  A 

DAMN' [TELLIGERENCE, IS  NOT THE ANSWER. YOU HAVE THE PERFECT SOLU­

TIO N  IN DOB. Th e y  a r e  w o r k in g  f o r  YOU.a n d  a r e  w a i t i n g  t o  w elc o m e  

ANYONE who NEEDS TH EIR  HELP, BUT YOU C A N 'T  S I T  ON THE FENCE WAIT­

ING FOR SOME m i r a c l e  TO OCCUR. D O N 'T FORGET THE L IT T L E  CANDLE. 

vVHY n o t  JO IN  YOUR L IT T L E  LIGHT WITH MINE? In  THAT WAY WE CAN, AT 

L/AST, COME OUT OF THE SHADOWS."

C .  D . ,  CALIFORNIA
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porary Problans", pvbllahod Iqr Sohool of L« i, Onk« 
Otolvopalty. An Inprooslvo 07̂ >oolun. |2*50 p lus  
150 handling*
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of a C a lifo rn ia  "flay Bar” Cast In o lud ln g  b r lo fs  of 
a tto m sy s and doolsion o f S ta ts  Suprono Court.
|4.00 p lu s 2O0 handling.

CHRIST AMD THI HMlOSIXqAt. a daring book by tbs Rot. 
Robort W. Wood. 19*95 p it»  2O0 handling.

TOCWO AND IWNOCCHT by Id s ln  Wsst. A f i r s t  novol. "B s-  
hind ths sssnos” of a  Now Tork wonon's nagasins. 95o 
p lu s lOo handling.

cahol in a THOOSAWP C IT I IS  by Ann A ldrlob. Th is book 
takos a poko at THS LADDIR ”rung by rung”« 50 oonts 
p lu s lOo handling.

COUPLSTB ANN BAHHOM S tR IB S t "Odd O ir l Out" -  35 osntS{ 
”1 An a Voaan” -  50 oonts; "Vontn la  tho Shadowa” -  
35 oonto; "Joumoy to a Wonan" -  35 oonta. Add lOo 
handling for oaoh book ordorod.

OAT BAR, a w itty  book by Holsn P* Branson who, as a 
bar owBor, t o l l s  tho In sido  story. I 3*00 p lus 20o.

Li Callfonii« add hJt salea tax#

DOB Book Service
SEHO CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
DAUGHTERS OP BIL ITIS ^

1232 Harkot S t . ,  Su its  108 T
San F ra n e lso o  2 ,  C a l i f o r n i a


