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A WOMES’S ORGANIZATION FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY B Y :

....O Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych
ological, physiological and sociological a spec ts , to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its  social, civic and economic im plications— this to be accomp
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both ficuon and non-fiction literature on the sex de
viant theme; by sponsoring public d iscussions on pertinent sub
jec ts  to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be
havior and dress acceptable to  society .

O  Education of the public at large through acceptaneje first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of enoneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public d iscussion meetings aforemen
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon
sib le psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as i t  pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases  
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in die sta te  legislatures.
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Picfi4t*e Gallei^y
^  By U a r io n  Z iam er B r a d le y

I  an s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  g r a d e  w here  my 
m o t h e r ' s  home t e a c h i n g  and  my own p r e c o c i t y  h av e  p r e 
m a t u r e l y  p l a c e d  me^ I  am one of t h r e e  g i r l s  and  e l e v e n  
b o y s .  The o t h e r  two g i r l s ,  J o a n  a n d  M a r th a ,  a r e  l i f e 
lo n g  f r i e n d s ,  c l o s e r  t h a n  s i s t e r s .  A f a r m  c h i l d  an d  an  
o n ly  d a u g h t e r ,  l o n e l y  and a lm o s t  f r i e n d l e s s ,  I  w a tc h  
them w i s t f u l l y .  M a r th a  i s  t h e  p r e t t i e r  o f  th e  tw o ,  I 
t h i n k ,  a  p a l e  c h i l d  w i t h  l o n g  brown p l a i t s  w h ic h  I ,  
f l a x e n - h a i r e d  and  s h o r n ,  en v y  w o r d l e s s l y ;  J o a n  i s  n o i s y  
and c lu m s y ,  w i th  s i l k y  c u r l s .  T h e i r  f r e e ,  f r a n k  e a s e  
w i t h  each  o t h e r  and w i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  rO u e e s  i n  me a s  
much envy a s  a d m i r a t i o n .  I n a r t i c u l a t e l y  I  l o n g  t o  be 
one o f  them , so m e t im es  making  ein awkward t h i r d  t o  t h e  
p e r f e c t  p a i r .  S o m et im es ,  by ohamoe a lo n g  w i t h  one of 
th e m ,  I p ro b e  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h i s  p e r f e c t  c o m p a n io n 
s h i p ,  so a l i e n  t o  me, and s e e n  a t  t h i s  l o n e l y  d i s t a n c e ,  
so i n f i n i t e l y  d e s i r a b l e .

One d a y  my i n a r t i c u l a t e  p o n d e r i n g  b r e a k s  i n t o  a  c lu m sy  
q u e s t i o n ,  " J o a n i e ,  how l o n g  hav e  y o u  known M a r th a ? "

"A ll  my l i f e , "  s a y s  J o a n ,  a s  i f  h e r  s e v e n  y e a r s  w ere  
s e v e n t y ,  "My m o th e r  s a y s  she c a r r i e d  me o v e r  to  
M a r t h a ' s  house  when I  was J u s t  a  week o ld  an d  l a i d  me 
down i n  h e r  c r i b , "

I  muse on t h i s  s h y l y  an d  a t  l a s t  b l u r t  o u t  a n o t h e r  
q u e s t i o n .  "Have y ou  e v e r  k i s s e d  h e r ? "

J o a n  r e g a r d s  me i n  c a s u a l  a s t o n i s h m e n t .  " S u r e .  About 
a  m i l l i o n  t i m e s ,  I  g u e s s . "  And I  am s t r u c k  s p e e c h l e s s  
a t  h e r  c a lm  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  m i r a c l e .

I am e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d ,  V iv ie n  i s  my a u n t ,  b u t  ^ do n o t  
t h i n k  she i s  more t h a n  e i g h t e e n  h e r s e l f .  V ery  c l e a r ,  
v e r y  b r i g h t ,  l i k e  t h e  t i n y  image i n  a  r e v e r s e d  t e l e 
s c o p e ,  t o  t h i s  d a y  I c a l l  up t h e  memory o f  h e r  d a rk  
v i v a c i o u s  g a i e t y ;  a  t h i n  g i r l ,  e x c e s s i v e l y  t h i n  a n d

s l i g h t ,  a  d a r k  f l u s h  l y i n g  a l o n g  h e r  c h e e k b o n e s .  Her 
v o ic e  was p i t c h e d  re m a rk a b ly  lo w .  I  am s a i d  by 
my f a t h e r  t o  be t h e  image o f  V iv ie n  a s  a  c h i l d ,  so 
I  r e g a r d  h e r  s h y l y  and a t  a  d i s t a n c e ,  a s  -  a l t h o u g h  
I  am s a i d  t o  be an im p u d en t  and  f o r w a r d  c h i l d  -  I  
seem t o  m y s e l f  t o  r e g a r d  a l l  t h i n g s  from  a  d i s t a n c e .  
L a t e r  t h e r e  i s  a  l a r g e  company o f  a d u l t s  and I an 
r e l e g a t e d  t o  a  c e r t a i n  b e lo v e d  l i t t l e  f o o t s t o o l  
w h ic h  I  have p u l l e d  a s  c l o s e  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  h e r  
s k i r t s .  Then even t h e  f o o t s t o o l  i s  ta k e n  f o r  an 
a d u l t  g u e s t ,  an d  V iv ie n  c a l l s  me t o  h e r .  I  r e g a r d  
h e r  w i t h  f r o w n i n g  s u s p i c i o n ;  I  d e t e s t  s i t t i n g  on l a p s ,  
I  d e t e s t  the a d u l t s  who would  c o n s t r a i n  me t o  s i t  
On t h e i r  k n e e s .

I n s t e a d ,  a s  i f  r e a d i n g  my t h o u g h t s ,  V iv ie n  moves 
e a s i l y  t o  one s i d e  o f  h e r  deep a r m c h a i r .  " H e re .
W e 're  n e i t h e r  o f  u s  v e r y  b i g ,  a r e  we? We can  s i t  
s i d e  by  s i d e . "

( J r a t e f u l  and a d o r i n g ,  I  s u b s id e  by h e r .  I  remember 
n o t h i n g  more o f  t h a t  e v e n in g ;  an d  I  n e v e r  saw h e r  
a g a i n ,  f o r  a  f e w  months l a t e r  she d i e d .

I  am e l e v e n  y e a r s  o l d ;  t r a n s f e r r e d  from  t h e  two-room 
s c h o o l  o f  my f i r b t  g r a d e s ,  I  am a t t e n d i n g  a  l a r g e  
c o u n t r y  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l ,  where my s t r a i g h t ,  bobbed 
h a i r  a n d  lo n g  b l a c k  s t o c k i n g s  s e t  me a p a r t  from  my 
a g e m a te s .  My s c h o l a s t i c  s u p e r i o r i t y  w in s  me p a r e n t a l  
a p p r o v a l ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  lo v e  o f  my co m p e e rs .  They r e 
g a r d  me, w i t h  good r e a s o n ,  a s  a  f r e a k .  R ead in g  
K i p l i n g  i n  c l a s s ,  I  make a  r e v e a l i n g  s l i p  o f  t h e  
t o n g u e ,  "The Cat Who Walked by H e r s e l f , "

One d a y  o u r  home-room t e a c h e r  sends  me, w i t h  a  c l a s s 
m a te ,  on an e r r a n d  to  t h e  j a n i t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  As we 
f l y  t h r o u g h  th e  e n d l e s s  c o r r i d o r s  and h a l l s  s m e l l i n g  
o f  c h a l k  and  wet c o a t s ,  J e a n  t a k e s  up my hand i n  
h e r  own c o o l  l i t t l e  bony o n e .  I  have se e n  o t h e r  
g i r l s  w a lk in g  l i k e  t h i s ,  hand i n  h a n d ,  c a s u a l l y ;  I  
w onder why, c f  a  su d d e n ,  i t  s h o u ld  a f f e c t  me w i th  
s u c h  p r o f o u n d  i n t e n s i t y .  I s  i t  b e c a u se  I ,  f r i e n d 
l e s s ,  have n e v e r  b e f o r e  h e l d  i n  my hand the  c a r e l e s s 
l y - g i v e n  han d  o f  a  f r i e n d ?  I  am a t  once r e l i e v e d



and d i s a p p o i n t e d  when, as  we r e a o h  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  
o f  o u r  e r r a n d ,  J e a n ' s  hand  d r o p s  from my own; b u t  I 
make no e f f o r t  t o  r e c a p t u r e  i t #

I  am t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ;  a n d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  now I 
have b een  one o f  a  l i t t l e  c l i q u e  of I n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s .  
We s i t  t o g e t h e r  a t  o u r  s p e c i a l  t a b l e  i n  t h e  c a f e t e r i a ;  
we c l u s t e r  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  l o o k e r  room an d  s p l a s h  
e a c h  o t h e r  r u d e l y  i n  t h e  sh o w er ,  e x c l u d i n g  o t h e r s  
f ro m  our j o k e s  a n d  h o r s e p l a y .  We s i t  on t h e  f l a t  
s c h o o l  s t e p s ,  when t h e  w e a th e r  i s  m i l d ,  t o  p l a y  J a c k s ;  
we a r e  a l l  t o o  b i g  f o r  t h i s  f o u r t h  g r a d e  game w h ich  
h a s  s u d d e n l y ,  i n  o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  b e 
come a f a d  w i t h  u s  a l l ;  we work ou t  m i l l i o n s  o f  v a r i 
a t i o n s ,  p a s s i n g  t h e  t i n y  m e t a l  s t a r s  f ro m  hand to  
h a n d .

We c l u s t e r  l i k e  w i n t e r  s p a r ro w s  i n  t h e  g i r l s '  ro o m s ,  
b o r ro w  one a n o t h e r ' s  com bs, p a s s  a r o u n d  the  l i p s t i c k  
b e lo n g i n g  t o  t h e  one g i r l  i n  o u r  c ra < l  p e r m i t t e d ,  i n  
t h e s e  e a r l y  War y e a r s ,  t o  w ear l i p s t i c k  u n d i - id e d .  
I n n o c e n t  and  i n s o l e n t ,  we a r e  i s o l a t e d  l i k e  yo u n g  
n u n s  fro m  t h e  b o y s  who s u r r o u n d  u s ,  n o t  by an y  e d i c t  
b u t  by  t h e  c u s to m ,  a s  i f  t h e i r  r u d e  a n d  n o i s y  c h a t t e r  
r e a c h e d  u s  a c r o s s  some v a s t  a b y s s  f ro m  a n o t h e r  w o r l d .

Now and t h e n  we s e e  w i t h  u n sp o k en  d i s a p p r o v a l  some 
s e n i o r  g i r l  walkfattg umabhshad; in ' i th B ' wiiia^hali lways-. 
w i th  a s e n i o j  b o y ,  arm i n  a rm . Twenty  y e a r s  a f t e r ,  
t h i s  w ould  p a s s  w i t h o u t  n o t i c e  -  i n d e e d ,  t w e n t y  y e a r s  
a f t e r ,  th e  s e n i o r  g i r l  who w a lk e d  a l o n e  w ould  be 
v e ry .  S e r i o u s l y  s u s p e c t e d  of a b n o r m a l i t y .  But a t  
t h i r t e e n ,  t h o s e  y e a r s  o f  World War I I ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  
r o o k ' n '  r o l l  o r  t h e  r i s e  o f  th e  t e e n - a g e r ,  t h i s  was 
a t h i n g  s h o c k i n g  and  i n c o m p r e h s i b l e ,  a s  s h o c k i n g  
a s  i f  we h ad  seen  F a i t h  w alk  u n asham ed  i n t o  t h e  
b o y s '  r e s t  room and  s h o u t  h e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  a b r o a d .
We a r e  g r i e v e d  and s e c r e t l y  c o m p la c e n t  when t h e  s c a n 
d a l  b r e a k s ;  p r e g n a n t .  F a i t h  h a s  b e e n  e x p e l l e d  f ro m  
t h e  s c h o o l .  We f e e l ,  now, r i g h t e o u s l y ,  a s  i f  we 
were s a f e g u a r d i n g  our lo v e d  s e n i o r s  f ro m  a  s i m i l a r  
t r a g e d y  when we c a l l  m o c k in g ly  "L ovey-D ovey"  a f t e r  
any  g i r l  who s p e a k s  p o l i t e l y  t o  a  s e n i o r  b o y .

We a r e  a l l  a  l i t t l e  i n  lo v e  w i th  M iss  S m i th ,  t h e  
l i b r a r i a n  an d  o h o l r m i s t r e s s .  We s p a r k l e  w ith  
p l e a s u r e  i n  h e r  g e n t l e  v o i c e ,  h e r  c r i s p  u n s e n t i 
m e n ta l  m an n er ,  n e v e r  n o t i n g  h e r  g r a y i n g  h a i r ;  t o  
u s ,  u n c r i t i c a l  and  e n j o y i n g  h e r  sm ar t  c l o t h e s  and 
h i g h  h e e l s  a f t e r  a  f o r e s t  of lu m p is h  o ld  l a d l e s  i n  
b l a c k  and t a n .  M iss  Smith  i s  young and p r e t t y .  I  
am g i v e n  s t a t u s  by  h e r  s p e c i a l  f a v o r ;  a  v o r a c i o u s  
r e a d e r ,  I  q u i c k l y  o u t s t r i p  th e  r e s o u r c e s  of th e  
e x c e l l e n t  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y ,  and she l e n d s  me books of 
h e r  own.

In  t h e  g l e e  c lu b  my t h i n  t r u e  so p ran o  h a s  no d i f f i 
c u l t y  w i th  t h e  h i g h e s t  n o t e s ,  so I  am g iv e n  a s e a t  
i n  th e  f r o n t  rovf, n e x t  to  a  sophom ore g i r l ,  t h e  s t a r  
of th e  g l e e  c l u b .  She i s  an Armenian g i r l  named 
E l i s a b e t a ,  b u t  whom Tie c a l l  L i z .  She h a s  a  s w e e t ,  
c l e a r  and p r e c o c i o u s l y  m a tu re  so p ra n o  v o i c e ;  she 
w in s  t h e  s o l o  p a r t s  a t  a l l  p a g e a n t s  an d  c h o i r  co n 
c e r t s .  H er d a r k ,  a q u i l i n e  and s u b t l y  O r i e n t a l  f e a 
t u r e s  somehow re s h a d o w  t h o s e  of a  l o v e l y  p r im a  donna 
i n  my c h e r i s h e d  book of o p e ra  s t o r i e s ,  Rosa R ^ _ sa .
To me t h e  p r im a  donna i s  no more d i s t a n t  and i n a c 
c e s s i b l e  t h a n  L i z ,  d a r k  and m e r ry ,  l a u g h i n g  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  of h e r  crowd of o l d e r  g i r l s .  One d a y ,  s h y l y ,
I  b r i n g  t h e  book to  h e r  and p o i n t  o u t  t h e  re s e m 
b l a n c e .  Liz g i v e s  h e r  a b r u p t  b o i s t e r o u s  l a u g h ,  t h e n  
w i th  su dden  c u r i o s i t y  t a k e s  th e  book fro m  me. "Can 
I  b o r ro w  t h i s ?  I  w o n ' t  l o s e  i t ,  I  p r o m i s e . "  We 
f i n d  a  sudden  common lo v e  of o p e r a ,  so m e th in g  which 
s e t s  us  b o th  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  t o  one s i d e  of t h e  u n m u s i
c a l  f r i e n d s .

She h a s  h e r  own c l i q u e  of f r i e n d s  which I  n e v e r  
e n t e r .  She i s  a  c l a s s  above me an d  n e a r l y  t h r e e  y e a r s  
my s e n i o r ,  so t h a t  o n ly  h e r e  do we come w i t h i n  
s i g h t  of each o t h e r .  With t h e  p r e c o c i o u s  bloom and 
m a t u r i t y  of E a s t e r n  women, Liz seems a l r e a d y  a  grown 
woman, a  d i s t a n t  f i g u r e  on a  h o r i z o n .  And y e t ,  i n  
an e x a s p e r a t e d  way i/e a r e  f r i e n d s .  She p o k e s  f u n  
a t  me an d  I  sh o u t  a n g ry  r e p o r t s ;  y e t  i n  a  s t r a n g e  
way th e  n o t i c e  i s  s o o t h i n g  and n o t  a n n o y in g .  I t  i s  
she who g i v e s  me th e  ru d e  nicknam e t o  w h ich  I  r e a c t  
w i th  e x a g g e r a t e d  r a n g e  -  t o  keep up th e  c o n t a c t  
w h ich  e x a s p e r a t e s  a n d  d e l i g h t s  me.



I  am f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o ld  and now I  h a v e ,  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e ,  a  s i n g l e  " b e s t  f r i e n d " .  We a r e  i n s e p a r 
a b l e .  We w a lk  th r o u g h  t h e  h a l l s ,  arms e n t w i n e d ,  
l i k e  dozens of o t h e r  c o u p l e s .  We h av e  so muoh t o  
s a y  t o  each  o t h e r  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  be s a i d  i n  t h e  h o u r s  
we spend t o g e t h e r ,  so t h a t  we w r i t e  n o t e s  i n  c l a s s  
and push them  a c r o s s  t h e  a i s l e  w i th  s u r r e p t i t i o u s  
t o e s ,  g i g g l i n g  when wd a r e  c a u g h t  and  r e p r i m a n d e d .

I t  i s  t h e  age of g i g g l e s ;  g i g g l e s  i n  c l a s s  and o u t ,  
g i g g l e s  a t  our own s u d d e n ly  t o o - t i g h t  s w e a t e r s ,  
our unm anageable  f e e t ,  t h e  c lu m s y ,  e x a s p e r a t e d ,  
h e l p l e s s l y  awkward b u s i n e s s  of d e c i d i n g  w h ic h  i s  
g o in g  t o  l e a d  i n  t h e  d a n c in g  c l a s s e s ,  o u r  own u n 
m anageable  r e a c t i o n s  t o  e v e r y t h i n g .  The a g e  when 
she a t t r a c t s  a t t e n t i o n  by  s c r e a m in g  and s q u e a l i n g  
when she s e e s  a  sn ak e  i n  a  f i e l d  t r i p  -  and I ,  a l l  
s c o r n  a t  h e r  a t t e n t i o n - g e t t i n g ,  g a t h e r  i t  m y s e l f  
by my d e l i b e r a t e ,  c a r e f u l l y  b ru s q u e  b e n d in g  and  
s n a t c h i n g ;  p i c k i n g  up t h e  sn ak e  by t h e  t a l l  and 
sw in g in g  i t ,  t o  a  l i t t l e  c h o r u s  of "O h l"  and "O ohJ"  
i n t o  my sp ec im en  J a r .

No one q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  we w i l l  s h a r e  a  sew in g - ro o m  
d r a w e r ,  a  gym l o c k e r ,  a  l a b  b e n c h .  I  am t h e  c l e v e r  
o n e ;  Nancy th e  p r e t t y  o n e .  She i s  a  b i g  c lu m sy  
p u p p y i s h l y  p r e t t y  g i r l ,  w i th  l o v e l y  h a i r  and  e n o r 
mous e y e s .  We c o n f i d e  our f i r s t  c r u s h e s ;  a  t a l l  
boy named Bobby, b lo n d e  a n d  g a l l a n t  a s  a  young 
L o h e n g r in ,  th e  sw agger  of E r r o l  F l y n n ,  and  s u a v i t y  
of C la r k  G a b le .  A s q u a b b le  s e n d s  us f l y i n g  a p a r t  
i n  t e a r s .  Then, f i n d i n g  t h e  w o r ld  a  p l a c e  s u d d e n 
l y  empty of a l l  i t s  Jo k e s  and g i g g l e s ,  we s e e k  
e a c h  o t h e r  out w i th  s h y ,  h u m i l i a t i n g  p l e a s  f o r  f o r 
g i v e n e s s .  We v i e  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  a c c u s e  o u r 
s e l v e s  of b e in g  p i g s ,  worms, m i s e r a b l e  c a t s .  We 
p ro m is e  w i t h  h e a r t y  h u g s  and k i s s e s  t h a t  we w i l l  
n e v e r  f i g h t  a g a i n ,  an d  p e r h a p s  keep  our w o rd  f o r  
t h r e e  d a y s .

The l i t t l e  c l i q u e  of l a s t  y e a r  h a s  s p l i t  now I n t o  
s i m i l a r  l i t t l e  c o u p l e s  and  c o t e r i e s .  I  am a  l i t t l e  
a l i e n a t e d  f ro m  th em  b e c a u s e  Handy, a  t r a n s f e r  f ro m  
a n o t h e r  s c h o o l ,  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  o v e r l y  e m o t i o n a l ,  
s t a n d o f f i s h ,  and s u f f e r s  from the handicap of b e in g

a  t e a c h e r ' s  c h i l d .  But we m a i n t a i n  some l o o s e  o o n -  
t q o t  i n  p l a c e  of the o ld  f l o c k i n g  i n s t i n c t .  One 
g i r l  o f  t h e  b ro k e n  c l u s t e r ,  t h e  o l d e s t ,  h a s  beg\in 
t o  d a t e  b o y s ;  b e h in d  h e r  b a c k ,  th o u g h  l o y a l l y  d e 
f e n d i n g  I d e e ,  we m a i n t a i n  so le m n ly  t h a t  i n  p r i n c i p l e  
f i f t e e n  i s  to o  young  f o r  d a t e s ,
<
Nancy a n d  I  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f o r  Glee C lu b ,  Her f a u l t y  
b ro k e n  a l t o  g o es  i n t o  a  back s e a t  a t  t h e  f a r  end  of 
t h e  room, w h i le  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row o f  th e  s o p r a n o s  Liz 
and  I  s in k  i n t o  a d j a c e n t  s e a t s  and  i n t o  o u r  o ld  p a t 
t e r n ,  she y e l l i n g  a  b o i s t e r o u s  i n s u l t ,  I  f l a r i n g  an 
i n d i g n a n t  r e t o r t .  M iss  Smi-th r a p s  th e  wood podium 
and s a y s  w i t h  hum orous r e s i g n a t i o n ,  "V il l i  I  have to  
p u t  up w i th  t h a t  a l l  y e a r  f ro m  you  tw o ?"  b u t  makes 
no move t o  s e p a r a t e  o r  r e p r o v e  u s .  L iz  and I ,  momen
t a r y  a l l i e s  and e q u a l s  i n  m i s c h i e f ,  c l u t h  one a n o t h e r  
w i t h  spasm s of m e r r im e n t .

We a r e  n e v e r  what ^  c a l l  f r i e n d s .  Our a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  
l o o s e l y  one o f  I n s u l t ,  r e o r t ,  r e p a r t e e  and  w i s e c r a c k .  
We b u l l y  and J e e r  a t  one a n o t h e r  u n t i l  t h e  m usic  b e 
g i n s .  T hen , o u r  h e a d s  t o g e t h e r  o v e r  a  s i n g l e  s h e e t  of 
m u s ic ,  we c o l l e c t  o u r s e l v e s ,  g a t h e r  t h e  d eep  b r e a t h ,  
t h e  b r e a t h  fro m  t h e  d ia p h ra g m ,  w hich  m arks o f f  t h e  
s e r i o u s  s i n g e r  from  t h e  k i d  who i s  J u s t  g o o f i n g  o f f  i n  
a  sn ap  c o u r s e ,  and  s i n g .  We a r e  n e v e r ,  t h e n ,  c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  f o r  d i s t u r b a n c e .  We e m u la te  e a c h  o t h e r .  To 
me L iz  h a s  th e  l o v e l i e s t  v o i c e  I  am e v e r  t o  h e a r ,  
c l e a r  and sw ee t an d  v i b r a n t l y  f r e s h ,  Amd I  am s t a r t 
l e d  t o  b l u s h i n g  when she c o n f i d e s  i n  a  sudden  w h is 
p e r  t h a t  s h e 'd  " s i n g  f l a t  i f  i t  w e r e n ' t  f o r  y o u ,
M ar ion  -  y o u ' r e  a lw a y s  so sq u a re  on p i t c h . "

My l i f e  g r a d u a l l y  n a r r o w s  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h i s  w o r ld  of 
m u s ic ,  a s  i f  I  were r e v o l v i n g  i n  s t e a d y  u n c h a n g in g  o r 
b i t  a ro u n d  t h e  m us ic  room , a s  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t s i d e  
were an u n r e a l  d ay d ream . I seem t o  l i v e  f u l l y  o n ly  
when I  am s i n g i n g ,  I  r e a d  a n d  d ream  an d  muse o v e r  
my s o n g s ,  o v e r  t h e  p a g e s  o f  o p e r a  s c o r e s  h e l d  i n  my 
l a p  w h i le  t h e  r a d i o  p l a y s .  I  f i n d  w i t h o u t  mueh s u r 
p r i s e  t h a t  a s  ^ d i l f t  i n t o  s l e e p  I  see t h e  f a c e  of 
L iz  u n d e r  t h e  w in g e d  h e lm e t  of B n u n n h i ld e .  But some
how t h i s  f a n t a s y  i s  t r o u b l i n g  and  f r i g h t e n i n g ,  so 
t h a t  I  n e v e r  m en t io n  i t ;  so d e e p l y  b u r l e d  I  can



I  am f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o ld  and now I  h a v e ,  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e ,  a  s i n g l e  " b e s t  f r i e n d " .  We a r e  i n s e p a r -  
a b l e .  We w a lk  th r o u g h  th e  h a l l s ,  arms e n t w i n e d ,  
l i k e  dozens of o t h e r  c o u p l e s .  We h av e  so much t o  
s a y  t o  e ach  o t h e r  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  be s a i d  i n  t h e  h o u r s  
we spend t o g e t h e r ,  so t h a t  we w r i t e  n o t e s  i n  c l a s s  
and pu sh  them a c r o s s  t h e  a i s l e  w i th  s u r r e p t i t i o u s  
t o e s ,  g i g g l i n g  when we a r e  c a u g h t  and  r e p r im a n d e d .

I t  i s  t h e  age  of g i g g l e s ;  g i g g l e s  i n  c l a s s  and o u t ,  
g i g g l e s  a t  our own s u d d e n ly  t o o - t i g h t  s w e a t e r s ,  
our unm anageable  f e e t ,  t h e  c lu m sy ,  e x a s p e r a t e d ,  
h e l p l e s s l y  awkward b u s i n e s s  of d e c i d i n g  w h ich  i s  
g o in g  t o  l e a d  i n  t h e  d a n c in g  c l a s s e s ,  o u r  own u n 
m anageable  r e a c t i o n s  t o  e v e r y t h i n g .  The a g e  when 
she a t t r a c t s  a t t e n t i o n  by  s c r e a m in g  and s q u e a l i n g  
when she s e e s  a sn ak e  i n  a  f i e l d  t r i p  -  and I ,  a l l  
s c o r n  a t  h e r  a t t e n t i o n - g e t t i n g ,  g a t h e r  i t  m y s e l f  
by my d e l i b e r a t e ,  c a r e f u l l y  b ru sq u e  b e n d in g  and  
s n a t c h i n g ;  p i c k i n g  up t h e  sn ak e  by t h e  t a i l  and 
s w in g in g  i t ,  t o  a  l i t t l e  c h o r u s  of "O h l"  and "O o h l"  
i n t o  my sp ec im en  J a r .

No one q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  we w i l l  s h a r e  a  sew ing -ro o m  
d r a w e r ,  a  gym l o c k e r ,  a  l a b  b e n c h .  I  am t h e  c l e v e r  
o n e ;  Nancy t h e  p r e t t y  o n e .  She i s  a  b i g  c lu m sy  
p u p p y i s h l y  p r e t t y  g i r l ,  w i th  l o v e l y  h a i r  and  e n o r 
mous e y e s .  We c o n f i d e  our f i r s t  c r u s h e s ;  a  t a l l  
boy named Bobby, b lo n d e  a n d  g a l l a n t  a s  a  young 
L o h e n g r in ,  th e  sw agger  of E r r o l  P l y n n ,  and  s u a v i t y  
of C la r k  C a b le .  A s q u a b b le  s e n d s  us f l y i n g  a p a r t  
i n  t e a r s .  Then, f i n d i n g  t h e  w o r ld  a  p l a c e  s u d d e n 
l y  empty of a l l  i t s  j o k e s  and g i g g l e s ,  we s e e k  
e a c h  o t h e r  out w i t h  s h y ,  h u m i l i a t i n g  p l e a s  f o r  f o r 
g i v e n e s s .  We v i e  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  a c c u s e  o u r 
s e l v e s  of b e in g  p i g s ,  worms, m i s e r a b l e  o a t s .  We 
p ro m ise  w i t h  h e a r t y  hu g s  and k i s s e s  t h a t  we w i l l  
n e v e r  f i g h t  a g a i n ,  an d  p e r h a p s  k eep  our w o rd  f o r  
t h r e e  d a y s .

The l i t t l e  c l i q u e  of l a s t  y e a r  h a s  s p l i t  now i n t o  
s i m i l a r  l i t t l e  c o u p l e s  and  c o t e r i e s .  I  am a  l i t t l e  
a l i e n a t e d  f ro m  th em  b e c a u s e  Nanfiy, a  t r a n s f e r  f ro m  
a n o t h e r  s c h o o l ,  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  o v e r l y  e m o t i o n a l ,  
s t a n d o f f i s h ,  and a u f f s ra  from the handicap of being

a  t e a c h e r ' s  c h i l d .  B ut we m a i n t a i n  some lo o s e  c o n -  
t q o t  i n  p l a c e  of the o ld  f l o c k i n g  i n s t i n c t .  One 
g i r l  o f  t h e  b ro k e n  c l u s t e r ,  t h e  o l d e s t ,  h a s  begun 
t o  d a t e  b o y s ;  b e h i n d  h e r  b a c k ,  th o u g h  l o y a l l y  d e 
f e n d i n g  I d e e ,  we m a i n t a i n  s o le m n ly  t h a t  i n  p r i n c i p l e  
f i f t e e n  i s  to o  young  f o r  d a t e s .

Nancy a n d  I  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f o r  Glee O iy b ,  Her f a u l t y  
b ro k e n  a l t o  go es  i n t o  a  back s e a t  a t  t h e  f a r  end  of 
t h e  room, w h i le  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row of th e  s o p r a n o s  Liz 
and  I  s i n k  i n t o  a d j a c e n t  s e a t s  and i n t o  ou r  o ld  p a t 
t e r n ,  she  y e l l i n g  a  b o i s t e r o u s  i n s u l t ,  I  f l a r i n g  an 
i n d i g n a n t  r e t o r t .  M iss  S m ith  r a p s  th e  wood podium 
and  s a y s  w i t h  hum orous r e s i g n a t i o n ,  "V illi  I  have t o  
p u t  up w i th  t h a t  a l l  y e a r  fro m  you tw o?"  b u t  makes 
no move t o  s e p a r a t e  o r  r e p r o v e  u s .  L iz  and I ,  momen
t a r y  a l l i e s  and e q u a l s  i n  m i s c h i e f ,  c l u t h  one a n o th e r  
w i t h  spasm s of m e r r im e n t .

We a r e  n e v e r  w hat ^  c a l l  f r i e n d s .  Our a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  
l o o s e l y  one of I n s u l t ,  r e o r t ,  r e p a r t e e  and w i s e c r a c k .  
We b u l l y  and j e e r  a t  one au io ther  u n t i l  th e  music b e 
g i n s .  T hen , o u r  h e a d s  t o g e t h e r  o v e r  a  s i n g l e  s h e e t  of 
m u s ic .  Vie c o l l e c t  o u r s e l v e s ,  g a t h e r  t h e  deep  b r e a t h ,  
t h e  b r e a t h  f ro m  t h e  d ia p h ra g m ,  w hich  marks o f f  t h e  
s e r i o u s  s i n g e r  from  t h e  k i d  who i s  J u s t  g o o f i n g  o f f  i n  
a  sn ap  c o u r s e ,  and  s i n g .  We a r e  n e v e r ,  t h e n ,  c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  f o r  d i s t u r b a n c e .  We e m u la te  e a c h  o t h e r .  To 
me L iz  h a s  th e  l o v e l i e s t  v o ic e  I  am e v e r  t o  h e a r ,  
c l e a r  and  sw ee t a n d  v i b r a n t l y  f r e s h .  Amd I  am s t a r t 
l e d  t o  b l u s h i n g  when she c o n f i d e s  i n  a  sudden  w h is 
p e r  t h a t  s h e ' d  " s i n g  f l a t  i f  i t  w e r e n ' t  f o r  y o u ,
M ar io n  -  y o u ' r e  a lw a y s  so sq u a re  on p l t o h , "

My l i f e  g r a d u a l l y  n a r ro w s  I t s e l f  i n t o  t h i s  w o r ld  of 
m u s ic ,  a s  i f  I  were r e v o l v i n g  i n  s t e a d y  u n c h a n g in g  o r 
b i t  a ro u n d  t h e  m usic  room , a s  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t s i d e  
were an u n r e a l  d ay d ream . I  seem t o  l i v e  f u l l y  o n ly  
when I  am s i n g i n g .  I  r e a d  an d  dream  an d  muse o v e r  
my s o n g s ,  o v e r  t h e  p a g e s  o f  o p e r a  s c o r e s  h e ld  i n  my 
l a p  w h i l e  t h e  r a d i o  p l a y s .  I  f i n d  w i t h o u t  mueh s u r 
p r i s e  t h a t  a s  ^ d r i f t  i n t o  s l e e p  I  see t h e  f a c e  of 
L iz  u n d e r  t h e  w in g ed  h e lm e t  o f  B p u n n h i ld e .  But some
how t h i s  f a n t a s y  i s  t r o u b l i n g  and  f r i g h t e n i n g ,  so 
t h a t  I  n e v e r  m en t io n  i t ;  so d e e p l y  b u r l e d  I  can



n e v e r  p u t  i t  i n t o  words ev en  w h i le  I  p o r e  w i s t f u l l y  
o v e r  the  p a g e s  o f  Die W a lk ü re ,  w h io h  I  am f o r b i d d e n  
t o  t r y  t o  s i n g .  Y et I  s t u d y  th e  l i n e s  o f  S e i g l l n d e  
and  b ro o d  o v e r  t h e  moment -  s t r a o g o ,  s t r a n g e  i t  seem s 
t o  me l a t e r ,  t h a t  I  t h i n k  of t h i s  moment w here  B ru n n -  
h i l d e ,  s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  f r i g h t e n e d  S e i g l i n d e ,  b i d s  h e r  
f l e e  a l o n e  w h i le  s h e ,  i n  supremo s a c r i f i c e ,  h o l d s  
th e  w ra th  of ffo tan  a t  b a y .  F o r  C h r i s tm a s  I  am g iv e n  
a r e c o r d i n g  of t h e  d u e t  from  Norma.  I  t a k e  i t  t o  
p l a y  f o r  L i z ,  n o t  d a r i n g  e v e n  t o  m en t io n  why I  lo v e  
i t  s o ,  and d e s p e r a t e l y  c o n c e a l i n g  my u n a v o i d a b l e  
daydream  w h io h ,  when I  s t u d y  t h e  g e n t l e r  p h r a s e s  of 
A d a l g i s a ,  p e r s i s t e n t l y  w e a v e s  h e r  v o i c e  i n t o  th e  f i e r y  
m usic  o f  Norma.  Y e t ,  t h o u g h  h e r  f a e e  a n d  f i g u r e  a r e  
T a l k y r l e ,  commanding h ig h  p r i e s t e s s ,  I  b e g i n  t o  s u r m is e  
so m e th in g  g e n t l e r  t h a n  my day d ream s a l l o w .  One d a y  L i z ,  
r e h e a r s i n g  f o r  an a u d i t i o n ,  s i n g s  M im i 's  s o f t  n a r r a t i v e  
from  L» Bohemo.  I am moved and  s t a r t l e d :  when I  s t a m 
mer some empty co m p l im en t  she g i v e s  mo o n l y  a  subdued 
i n s u l t  a n d  b r i e f l y  s l i p s  h e r  arm a b o u t  ray w a i s t ,  b u t  ^ 
t w i s t  away and  r u n ,  h a l f  a f r a i d  and  h a l f  h o p in g  she w i l l  
see  t h a t  t h e r e  aro  t e a r s  I n  my e y e s .

I  have w r i t t e n  a s t o r y .  I  am a lw a y s  w r i t i n g  a  s t o r y .
But f o r  some r e a s o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i g n e t t e  moans 
much t o  mo: I  t a k e  i t  t o  my m o th e r  and w a i t  w i t h  some 
h e s i t a t i o n  f o r  h e r  v e r d i c t .  To me h e r  w o rd s  a re  a  t r u e  
v e r d i c t ,  a  verum d ic t u m ,  a  judgm ent  from  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  
n 0 app e a l .

She s a y s ,  " I  t h i n k  you  s h o u ld  ch ange  t h i s  s c e n e ,  t h e  one 
b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  g i r l s .  I t  g i v e s ,  w o l l ,  t h e  I m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  so m e th in g  J u s t  a  l l t t l o ,  d o n ' t  y ou  know, 
u n h e a l t h y  be tw een  th em , a  l i t t l e  t o o  i n t e n s e ? "

I  am b a f f l e d  and b e w i l d e r e d .  Y es ,  t h e  s c e n e  was emo
t i o n a l ;  I n  common w i t h  w r i t e r s  o f  e m o t io n a l  s c e n e s  a t  
f i f t e e n ,  I  h ad  w ept a s  I v i s i o n e d  i t .  I  t h o u g h t  ( l i k e  
a l l  w r i t e r s  a t  f i f t e e n )  t h a t  i t  w as  b e a u t i f u l .  My m o th e r  
i n f o r m s  mo, w i th  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e s i t a t i o n ,  v e r g i n g  on 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a ro  some g i r l s  who f a l l  i n  lovo  
w i t h  o t h e r  g i r l s .  I n  my i n n o c e n c e ,  n o t  i g n o r a n c e  ( f o r  
even  th e n  I  am n o t  i g n o r a n t  of t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ) ,  I  am 
p u z z l e d ;  i t  seems s im p ly  a  l o v e l y  I d e a .  I  g a t h e r ,  how

e v e r ,  t h a t  I f  I  were t o  e x p r e s s  t h i s  t h o u g h t ,  h e r  
sm ooth  brows would g a t h e r  i n  h a r s h ,  n o t  t o l e r a n t  d i s 
a p p r o v a l .  So f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  n o t  t h e  l a s t ,  I  amend 
and  sm ooth  o v e r  t h e  e m o t io n a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  scen e  to  
t h e  t e p i d  l e v e l  she t h i n k s  " s o  much more s u i t a b l e  and 
n i c e . " I  c a n n o t  see how she f a i l s  t o  r e a l i z e  how mean
i n g l e s s ,  how l a c k - l u s t e r  i t  h a s  now become; t h a t  t h e  
em o t io n  i s  no l o n g e r  c o m p l e te ,  no l o n g e r  r i g h t .

I  b e g in  t o  h id e  f rom  h e r  w h a t  I  have  w r i t t e n  and t o  w r i t e  
i n  a  s o r t  of ro u g h  s h o r th a n d  of my own, i n d e c i p h e r a b l e  t o  
anyone  b u t  m y s e l f .  O f t e n  I  m y s e l f  c a n n o t  r e - r e a d  what 
I  w r i t e  In  t h i s  f a s h i o n  -  whioh i s  J u s t  a s  w e l l  - f o r  t h e  
w r i t i n g ,  and  n o t  t h e  r e - r e a d i n g ,  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  d i s c h a r g e  
o f  t h i s  e m o t io n .

I t  I s  a  s t r a n g e  w i n t e r  a s  I s l i d e  on th e  r a z o r  edge 
d i v i d i n g  f i f t e e n  f ro m  s i x t e e n .  My m o th e r  i s  d i s t r a c t e d  
and c o l d .  I t  i s  a  s t r a n g e  w o r ld  f o r  me,  a  w o rld  of 
m us ic  l e s s o n s ,  w ork  f o r  a  t a r t  German woman who t e a c h e s  
me t o  make k u oken  and k n o e d le  and l a u g h s  when I  d e s p i s e  
h e r  home-made w in e .  Nancy h a s  gone to  a n o t h e r  s c h o o l .

I  s i t  up n i g h t s  w i th  my a i l i n g  l i t t l e  b r o t h e r ,  c r o o n in g  
t o  him e n d l e s s l y ,  r e a d i n g  t o  him when he h a s  p a t i e n c e  t o  
l i s t e n ,  r o c k i n g  a n d  c u d d l i n g  him t i l l  I  f a l l  a s l e e p  i n  
t h e  c h a i r ,  i n  a  c u r i o u s  a m b i v a le n t  r i v a l r y  w i th  my m o th e r  
b e c a u s e  he c a l l s  e q u a l l y  f o r  "Mommy" and " l i im i " .  S t r a n g e ,  
c o n f u s e d  f a n t a s y  h a u n t s  me a s  I l e a n  back  i n  t h e  d a rk e n e d  
room , t h e  c h i l d ' s  w e ig h t  h eav y  on my b r e a s t s ,  h a l f  a s l e e p  
and w e a ry ,  h c e r s e  f rom  s i n g i n g  and p r a t t l i n g  to  h im . The 
s l o w ,  dream y m o t io n  o f  t h e  ro o k i n g  c h a i r  e n c h a n t s  me, 
even  th o u g h  he h a s  f a l l e n  i n t o  an e x h a u s t e d  s l e e p  w i t h  h i s  
a rm s  s t i l l  a r o u n d  my n e c k .  C u r i o u s ,  d a r k l y  t a n g l e d  f a n 
t a s i e s  t h e s e ,  s t r a n g e l y  s e n s u a l  I n  a '  k in d  of o v e rw ro u g h t  
m a t e r n i t y ,  m o th e rh o o d ,  s t i l l  a s  p a s s i o n l e s s  a s  th e  l e a s t  
know ing  of v i r g i n s .  N ig h t  a f t e r  n i g h t  I  ro c k  i n  a  s o r t  
o f  t h o u g h t l e s s ,  h y p n o t i c  d ro w s e ,  a  w e a r i n e s s  and  f a n t a s y  
so p a i n f u l l y  p l e a s u r a b l e  t h a t  when a  rum or ,  n o t  unknown 
i n  s c a n d a l - s e e k i n g  s m a l l  fa rm  co m m u n it ie s  i n  New E n g la n d ,  
c a t c h e s  up w i th  me -  I  supp o se  no f a m i l y  w i t h  a  n u b i l e  
d a u g h t e r  e v e r  h a s  a  new baby  bu t  what some n o s e y  n e ig h b o r  
s t a r e s  b o l d l y  a t  t h e  n u b i l e  d a u g h t e r  and w h i s p e r s  s c a n 
d a l  a b o u t  b a s t a r d y ,  even i n  t h e  f a c e  of an a b s o l u t e l y



f l a w l e s s  s c h o o l - a t t e n d a n c e  r e c o r d  and a  summer s p e n t  i n  
d a l l y  work i n  t h e  s t r a w b e r r y  f i e l d s  -  when t h i s  d i s 
g u s t i n g  rum or c a t c h e s  up t o  me, I  l a u g h  u n e a s i l y  and 
c u d d le  t h i s  c h i l d ,  my own i n  f a n t a s y ,  c l o s e r  t o  my 
h e a r t .  Nor do I  c e a s e  t o  c a r r y  him a s t r i d e  my h ip  w h e r e -  
e v e r  I  g o ,  n o r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  him t o  s e e k  my l a p  i n s t e a d  
of my m o t h e r ' s .

My f r i e n d  t h i s  y e a r  i s  K i t ,  a  ch u b b y ,  taw n y  g i r l ;  b u t  
t h o u g h  we have r e a c h e d  t h e  age of c o n f i d e n c e s  a  b a r r i e r  
h a n g s  b e tw een  u s .  My d a y d re a m s  c e n t e r  a ro u n d  t h e  o p e r a ;  
K i t  c a r e s  l i t t l e  f o r  m u s ic ,  b u t  h e r  p a s s i o n  i s  f o r  d ra m a ,  
and  s p u r r e d  by h e r ,  I  J o i n  t h e  d r a m a t i c  c l u b .  I  c an  
n e v e r  c h a n n e l  ®y em o t io n  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  f o r  a n  a c t r e s s ;  
w i th o u t  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  of m us ic  I  am an im p o s s i b l e  ham.
My f l a i r  f o r  e x a g g e r a t i o n  m ig h t  make me a  p a s s a b l e  c lo w n ,  
b u t  I  s u p e r c i l i o u s l y  lo v e  o n ly  t h e  d r a m a t i c  t r a g e d i e s  
and  n o th i n g  l e s s  i n t e n s e  t h a n  Lady MaoBeth c o u ld  p o s 
s i b l y  r e a c h  m e . '  So I  f i n d  m y s e l f  w o rk in g  on p r o p e r t i e s  
and p r o m p t i n g .

Touched by K i t ' s  lo v e  f o r  r o m a n t i c  t r a g e d y ,  t o o ,  I  
b r i n g  h e r  my b e lo v e d  l i b r e t t o  of Norma, o v e r  w h ic h  I 
have  p o r e d  t i l l  t h e  p a g e s  l i e  l o o s e .  She r e a d s  i t  and 
r e t u r n s  i t  w i th  g r a v e ,  la m b e n t  e y e s ,  d e e p ly  moved bu t  
n o t  f o r  t h e  e x p e c t e d  r e a s o n .  I t  i s  n o t  t h o  p a s s i o n  o f  
t h e  g u i l t y  p r i e s t e s s ,  o r  h e r  a n g u i s h e d  a n d  b r o o d i n g  
lo v e  f o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h ich  h a s  to u c h e d  K i t  t o  t h e  
h e a r t ,  s t i r r e d  h e r  p l a c i d  f a c e  t o  s u c h  r a r e  e m o t io n .

" I t ' s  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t . . . t h a t  any  woman c o u ld  s a c r i f i c e  
h e r s e l f  t h a t  way f o r  a n o t h e r  w o m a n . , , t h a t  t h e y  c o u ld  
c a r e  so m u ch ,"  she s a y s  w i t h  a  p r e t e n s e  of d i f f i d e n c e .
H er w ords  r e v i v e  a  h a l f - f o r g o t t e n  e m o t io n ,  I  h e a r  i n  
memory a  d u e t  and f a c e  a  day d ream  a g a i n .  Then K i t  
I n t e r r u p t s  q u i e t l y ,  h e r  hand s t i l l  t o u c h i n g  t h e  g r a y  
r o u g h  c o v e r  of t h e  l i b r e t t o ,  h e r  f a c e  b e n t  f ro m  m in e .

" P e r h a p s  y ou  s h o u ld  know t h i s  f i r s t .  I 'm  a  L e s b i a n . "

I  am p u z z l e d ,  s k e p t i c a l ;  o u r i o u s  b u t  w i t h  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
m i ld  d i s t a s t e ,  I  d i s c l a i m  th e  i d e a .

VTith g e n t l e  s c o r n  she s m i l e s  i n t o  my e y d s .  " I  hope

y o u ' r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  b r i n g  up t h a t  s t u f f y  o ld  i d e a  t h a t  
i t ' s  a g a i n s t  n a t u r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n ' t  have  c h i l d r e n . "

And s i n c e  t h a t  i s  in d e e d  my one re m a in in g  a r g u m e n t ,  I  
am s i l e n t .  I  f e e l  c o m p e l le d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t o  p r o t e s t . . .  
n o t  K i t ,  b u t  t h e  t h o u g h t  and t h e  i d e a .

L iz  h a s  won t h e  c o v e te d  music  s c h o l a r s h i p  f o r  h e r  y e a r .
I  i n t e r v i e w  h e r  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  n e w s p a p e r ,  a s  th e  w r i t e r  
o f  f e a t u r e s  f o r  th e  m us ic  d e p a r t m e n t .  !fe a r e  shy a n d  a 
l i t t l e  s i l l y  a s  we go t h r o u g h  t h e  solemn a b s u r d i t i e s  of 
t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  B ra v e ly  I a sk  t h e  u s u a l  q u e s t i o n s  -  who 
w ere  h e r  t e a c h e r s ,  what a r e  h e r  p l a n s ,  w here  w i l l  she 
s t u d y  -  and  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  I  w r i t e  h e r  a n sw e rs  down i n  
q u o t a t i o n  m a rk s .  V a c i l l a t i n g  b e tw een  b o i s t e r o u s n e s s  and  
c o n s t r a i n t ,  she makes th e  u s u a l  a n s w e r s .  I t  i s  our 
f i r s t  c o n t a c t  o u t s i d e  t h e  g l e e  c lu b  sav e  f o r  chance  
g r e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  h a l l s ,  and we a r e  r i d i c u l o u s l y  fo r m a l  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .

Through  some happy  c h a n c e ,  t h e n ,  I  a s k  p r e c i s e l y  what 
m us ic  means t o  h e r ,  I  have  f o r g o t t e n  h e r  a n s w e r ,  
th o u g h  I  s o le m n ly  w ro te  i t  down. Vfhat I  remember a c r o s s  
th e  y e a r s ,  w ha t  I w i l l  remember a lw a y s ,  was t h e  s m i le  
t h a t  b ro k e  t h r o u g h  b e f o r e  h e r  an sw e r  -  n o t  h e r  u s u a l  
b o i s t e r o u s ,  g r im a c in g  g r i n ,  b u t  an I n d e s c r i b a b l y  r a r e  
and  l o v e l y  s m i l e ,  lu m in o u s ,  t e n d e r ,  i n f i n i t e l y  g e n t l e .  
F o r  t h a t  moment, we u n d e r s t o o d  one a n o t h e r  w h o l l y .  We 
s m i l e d  w i t h o u t  s p e a k i n g .  And t h e n  L i z ,  sw in g in g  t h e  
p endu lum  b a c k ,  became n o i s y  and  b o i s t e r o u s  a g a i n  and 
b eg an  b u r l e s q u i n g  t h e  so lemn a n s w e rs  t o  my q u e s t i o n s .
But t h e  f e a t u r e  s t o r y  I  w ro te  was an a c t  of s h e e r  l o v e ;  
and I  was c o n fu s e d  an d  u n b e a r a b l y  happy  when L i z ,  
c a t c h i n g  me i n  t h e  c o r r i d o r ,  f i r s t  spoke fo r m a l  t h a n k s  
and t h e n  w i t h  so m eth in g  w h ich ,  i n  a  y o u n g e r  g i r l ,  m ig h t  
hav e  been  a n  u n e a s y  g i g g l e ,  handed  me a  pen  and  com
manded, " H e r e ,  a u t o g r a p h  i t ,  I 'm  g o in g  t o  save i t  f o r  
my memory b o o k . "  I  made a  r u d e  J o k e ,  t o o ,  a s  I  s c r a w le d  
my nam e, b e c a u s e  a t  s i x t e e n  em o t io n  i s  u n b e a r a b l e .  
N e i t h e r  of us knew why we co u ld  n o t  be ev en  d e c e n t l y  
p o l i t e  t o  one a n o t h e r  w i th o u t  making i t  i n t o  a  ru d e  
and c r u e l  J o k e .

(C o n t in u e d  on page  18)
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In  t h e  m id s t  o f  a  d a z z l in g  c it y  

OF GAIETY, LUCID TALK,

THERE ARE ROADS OF STONE AND ALLEYS 

W ER E  LONESOME STRANGERS WALK.

Th e r e  a r e  r o o v s  w it h  b e d s  a n d ^ b l e s  

WHERE l o n e s o m e  STRANGERS STAY,

APRT FROM THE L IF E  OF THE C ITY,

YET UNliVILLING TO GO AKIAY.

Th e r e  a r e  m a il b o x e s  fo u n d  e m p t y ,

AND MEMORIES DRAGGED FROM THEIR DUST.

Th e r e  a r e  a i«  it  io n s  grown w e a r y ,

AND HOPES AND DREAMS BLOWN LP.

V
!»

HAVEN

I 'V E  ALWAYS WANTED SOME SWEET, SPECIAL NICHE 

WHEREIN MY HEART AND I GOOD FIND  OUR PLACE.

I WANTED SOMETHING THAT WAS SPECIAL, WHICH 

COULD MAKE ^E STRONG FOR THINGS I HAVE TO FACE.

I
I 'V E  ALWAYS WANTED SO(«ETHIMG I COULD FEEL '

AND KNOW IT CLUNG TO ME AND HELD MY SHAPE.

I WANTED SOMETHING NO ONE ELSE COULD STEAL j  

BUT NOT CALL MINE, IN CASE IT SOUGHT ESCAPE.

I 'V E  ALWAYS WANIED SOMETHING F IN E  AND FREE 

TO SEEM L IK E  MINE UNLESS IT HAD TO ROAM,

AND NOW I HAVE IT IN YOUR NEED OF ME -  

YOUR LOVING ARMS THAT GIVE MY HEART A HOME.

U. R# G.

Th e r e  a r e  shadcxvs t h a t  do  no t  belo n g

AND VOICES THAT SCREAM FROM DISPEACE, 

IN THE MIDST OF A DAZZLING C ITY,

TOO FRIGHTENED TO MOVE FROM THERE.

VERONICA Cos

SEP/vRATE VACATIONS

Da r l in g , Da r l in g , sh o u l d  yo u  m e e t

ONE WHO SWEEPS YOU OFF YOUR FEET,

ONE WHO CLAIMS TO LOVE YOU TRUE 

AND WANTS A SECRET REM3EZVOUS,

ONE WHO SEEKS TO K IS S  YOUR CHEEK 

AND T R IES  TO DATE YOU FOR THE WEEK... 

STOP AND THINK BEFORE YOUR PLAY;

I MIGHT SHORTEN MY HOLIDAY.

l'o r g e n  F it z g e r a l d

TO CELESTE

I 'V E  WATCHED THE OAW»l FLAME THROUGH A  DARKENED SKY 

WITH ROSEATE PROMISE FOR THE DAY TO COME,

THEN WATCHED THE SUN SET, WITH WEARY SIGH 

FOR DREAMS UNREALIZED AND WORK NOT DONE.

To d a y  I sa w  t h e  su n  c r e e p  slo w ly  through  

THE LES.EN ING  SHADOWS OF THE PASSING NIGHT, 

REMEI*8 ERING THE THING I LONGED TO DO,

I DREADED THE APPROACH OF COMING L ia iT .

I 'D  MISSED THE PROMISE IN THE FLAME-RED SK IE S .  

To d a y  t h e  dawn cam e  sl o w l y , d u l l  and  g r a y .

I rOULO NOT HOPE, SOMEHOIV, TO REALIZE 

MY CHERISHED DREAM ON SUCH A DREARY DAY.

TONIGHT THE SUN SET IN A GOLDEN FLAME;

I 'L L  ALWYS LOVE GRAY DAWNS: TODAY YOU CAME.

RO<}UA ' ASSAM



N«w Finds From P sychoan a ly tic  
Rosoarch  on H o m o so x u o lity

A l a r g e  a u d ie n c e  h e a r d  D r .  M a rv in  0 ,  D r e l l l o h  of t h e  New
York M e d ic a l  C o l l e g e  d e l i v e r  an  a b s o r b i n g  r e p o r t  on P e b ,
23: a  p r e - p u b l l o a t l o n  lo o k  a t  a  few  h i g h l i g h t s  f r o m  t h e
8 - y e a r  s t u d y  on h o m o s e x u a l i t y  r e c e n t l y  c o m p le te d  by th e  
R e s e a r c h  Comm ittee of t h e  S o c i e t y  of M e d ic a l  P s y c h o a n a l y s t s .  
The f u l l  r e p o r t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  book fo rm  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r .

The s t u d y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e - s c a l e  a t t e m p t  t o  c o m p i le  d a t a  
on th e  s u b j e c t  of h o m o s e x u a l i t y  o b t a i n a b l e  o n ly  i n  t h e r a 
p e u t i c  s i t u a t i o n s .  D a ta  were d raw n  f ro m  c a se  h i s t o r i e s  
of l o é  male h o m o s e x u a ls  and  101 m ale h e t e r o s e x u a l s ,  th e  
l a t t e r  s e r v i n g  a s  a  c o n t r o l  g r o u p .  Both g r o u p s  w e re  v o l 
u n t a r i l y  u n d e rg o in g  t h e r a p y .  Each member of a  t e a m  of 
p s y c h o a n a l y s t s ,  aug m en ted  b y  one r e s e a r c h  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  
f i l l e d  ou t a  4 5 0 - i t e m  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n c e r n in g  e a c h  of 
h i s  h o m o sex u a l  p a t i e n t s  a n d  an i d e n t i c a l  one c o n c e r n in g  
e a c h  of h i s  h e t e r o s e x u a l  p a t i e n t s ,

C lu es t io n s  were g ro u p e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  ( l )  d e t a i l e d  f a m i l y
h i s t o r i e s  d i s c l o s i n g  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  ( 2 ) 
p a t i e n t ' s  g e n e r a l  c h i l d h o o d  d e v e lo p m e n t ;  ( 3 ) p a t i e n t ' s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  h i s  s e x  p a r t n e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t y p e  of a c 
t i v i t y  p r e f e r r e d ;  (4 )  p a t i e n t ' s  c u r r e n t  p ro b l e m s  and  
a d a p t a t i o n s ;  and ( 5 ) p a t i e n t ' s  p r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  
women .

The f o l l o w i n g  t r a i t s  r e v e a l e d  by  a n s w e rs  t o  th e  q u e s 
t i o n n a i r e  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s l g n i f i o e n t ,  i . e . ,  
o c cx ir r in g  f r e q u e n t l y  enough t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  th e  homo
s e x u a l  g ro u p  f ro m  t h e  h e t e r o s e x u a l .  Not u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  
t h e  h o m o s e x u a l ' s  m os t I m p o r t a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a p p e a r s  t o  
be t h a t  w i t h  h i s  m o t h e r .  He w as g e n e r a l l y  h e r  f a v o r i t e ,  
e x p e r i e n c i n g  v i r t u a l l y  an o n l y - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
h e r  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s .  He 
was more d e p e n d e n t  on h e r  f o r  d e c i s i o n s  t h a n  t h e  h e t e r o 
s e x u a l s ,  She was dem and ing  of t h e  s o n ' s  a t t e n t i o n ;  
d o m i n a t i n g ;  " s e d u c t i v e "  (m ost o f t e n  u n c o n s c i o u s l y )  and 
p e r m i s s i v e  -  and ev en  e n c o u r a g i n g  -  of " f e m i n i n e "  p u r 
s u i t s  i n  t h e  s o n ,  e . g , ,  k n i t t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  
n e u t r a l  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  a s s i g n e d  to  women by

l é

p r e v a i l i n g  m o r e s .  The homoseximil ' s  m o th e r  was o v e r -  
p r o t e c t i v e  to w a rd  h e r  s o n ' s  p h y s i c a l  w e l l - b e i n g ,  and 
i n h i b i t e d  h i s  a d o l e s c e n t  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  t h r o u g h  f r e 
q u e n t  d i s a p p r o v i n g  a n d  b e l i t t l i n g  com m ents .

I n  many c a s e s  th e  h o m o s e x u a l ' s  m o th e r  had b u rd e n e d  h e r  
son w i th  unw an ted  f e m in i n e  c o n f i d e n c e s ,  making him h e r  
a l l y  a g a i n s t  th e  h u s b a n d - f a t h e r - v l l l a i n ,  even g o in g  so 
f a r  a s  t o  e m b a r r a s s  th e  son w i th  s e c r e t s  of t h e  b o u d o i r .  
The h e t e r o s e x u a l s '  m o t h e r s ,  w h i le  f r e q u e n t l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  
and c o n t r o l l i n g ,  d i d  n o t  o f t e n  make p e t s  or c o n f i d a n t e s  
of t h e i r  s o n s .

F a t h e r s ,  of c o u r s e ,  w are  l i k e w i s e  im p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  homo
s e x u a l ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t .  The hom osexua l so n  w as g e n e r a l l y  
t h e  f a t h e r ' s  l e a s t - f a v o r e d  c h i l d  and  f e l t  r e j e c t e d  by 
t h e  f a t h e r .  About éOJÉ of th e  h o m o sex u a ls  a d m i t t e d  p o s i 
t i v e  h a t r e d  of t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  and th e  f a t h e r s  w ere  f r e 
q u e n t l y  aw are of t h i s  h a t r e d .  I n  7 0 ^  c a s e s  th e
ho m o sex u a l  son  f e a r e d  a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  r e t a l i a t i o n  sh o u ld  
he a s s e r t  h im s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  w i s h e s .  The most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p o s i t e  of t h e  h o m o s e x u a l ' s  f a t h e r  w as  d e 
t a c h e d ,  h o s t i l e ,  and  b e l i t t l i n g ;  th e  n e x t  most s i g n i f i 
c a n t ,  d e t a c h e d  an d  I n d i f f e r e n t .  The c o m b in a t io n  of s c o r n 
f u l  f a t h e r  a n d  p o s s e s s i v e  m o th e r  a p p e a r d d  i n  case  a f t e r  
c a s e .

R e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  p a r e n t s  was somewhat s i m i l a r  i n  th e  
two g r o u p s ;  t h e r e  w ere  many u n s u c c e s s f u l  m a r r i a g e s  i n  
b o th  g r o u p s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p a r e n t s  of th e  h o m o sex u a ls  
s p e n t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more t im e  a p a r t  from  e a c h  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h o s e  of th e  h e t e r o s e x u a l s .  L i t t l e  or no d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
of a f f e c t i o n  was r e p o r t e d  b e tw een  p a r e n t s  of e i t h e r  g ro u p .

D u rin g  p r e - a d o  l a  s c e n t  y e a r s  th e  boy  d e s t i n e d  t o  become 
h o m o sex u a l  p l a y e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  v i i th  g i r l s  and f e l t  l e f t  
o u t  o r  e x c lu d e d  h i m s e l f  f ro m  c o m p e t i t i v e  games w i t h  
o t h e r  b o y s .  As a d u l t s ,  71/^ c u r r e n t l y  a f r a i d  of
women, an d  Tl'fi e x p r e s s e d  a v e r s i o n  to  fe m a le  g e n i t a l s .  A 
t o t a l  of 46̂ 6 a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e y  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e i r  s e x  
p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  17^  w i t h  an o l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  
lé jé  w i t h  t h e i r  m o th e r ,  and 7Ji w i th  a  s i s t e r .  T h is  
c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  im p o r t a n c e  of f a t h e r s  and  b r o 
t h e r s  i n  t h e  h o m o s e x u a l ' s  f a n t a s i e s  was a  s u r p r i s e  t o  
■any m en b e rs  of t h e  a u d i e n c e .



? h a t  do h o m o s e x u a ls  v a n t  f ro m  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s ?  P r e c i s e 
l y  th e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e t e r o s e x u a l s  want f rom  t h e i r s :  s e x ,
a f f e c t i o n ,  s e c u r i t y ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  a n d  p e r m i s s i v e n e s s  -  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  t h a t  o r d e r .  The a n s w e r s  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  h o m o sex u a l  " n a i r r l a g e s "  t e n d  t o  be i m i t a t i o n s  of 
h e t e r o s e x u a l  m a r r i a g e :  th e  homosexiaal s u b c o n s c i o u s l y
d e s i r e s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  of m a r r i a g e ,  e x c l u d 
i n g  t h e  " p h o b i c "  a r e a  of d i r e c t  s e x u a l  In v o lv e m e n t  
w i t h  women.

The s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a ls  a r e  n o t  p s y c h o t i c  
i n  any  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a n  h e t e r o s e x u a l s .  They a r e ,  
r a t h e r ,  h e t e r o s e x u a l s  whose s e x u a l i t y  h a s  b e e n  i n t e r 
f e r e d  «1 th  and p r e v e n t e d  from  t a k i n g  a " n o r m a l "  d i r e c 
t i o n .  P s y c h o a n a l y s i s  was r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  many c a s e s  f o r  
a  s h i f t  i n  s e x u a l  d i r e c t i o n ,  d e p e n d in g  upon t h e  m o t i v a 
t i o n  and th e  l e n g t h  of t r e a t m e n t .  Of t h e  JO who 
s t a r t e d  a n a l y s i s  a s  e x c l u s i v e  h o m o s e x u a ls ,  40  r e m a in e d  
s o ,  14 became b i s e x u a l ,  2 became s e x u a l l y  i n a c t i v e ,  and  
14 -  r e p r e s e n t i n g  20 ^  -  became e x c l u s i v e l y  h e t e r o s e x u a l .  
Of t h e  32 who were b i s e x u a l  a t  th e  s t a r t  of a n a l y s i s ,
13 r e m a in e d  b i s e x u a l ,  2 became e x c l u s i v e l y  h o m o s e x u a l ,
2 became s e x u a l l y  i n a c t i v e ,  and I 5 -  or 47?^ -  became 
e x c l u s i v e l y  h e t e r o s e x u a l .

D r .  D r e l l i c h ’ s s t u d y  r e v e a l e d  numerous d i f f e r e n c e s  b e 
tw een  h o m o s e x u a ls  and  h e t e r o s e x u a l s ,  aw w e l l  a s  some 
a r e a s  i n  w h ich  t h e  two g ro u p s  w ere  v i r t u a l l y  i n d i s t i n 
g u i s h a b l e .  C o n c e rn in g  t h e  a r e a s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e ,  i t  i s  
a s  y e t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  make a  f i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  of t h e i r  
s h a r e  i n  t h e  u l t i m a t e  f o r m a t i o n  of th e  ho m o sex u a l  p e r 
s o n a l i t y ,  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  no d o u b t  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  whose 
r o l e s  have n o t  b een  d e t e r m i n e d .

PICTURE GALLERY

( C o n t in u e d  from  page  I 3)

On my s i x t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y ,  w i t h  p r e c o c i o u s  s u d d e n n e s s  I  
h u r d l e  an e n t i r e  c l a s s  and g r a d u a t e  a t  the  e n d  of my 
J u n i o r  y e a r ,  s u d d e n ly  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  my e x t r a  w ork  lo a d  
h a s  done f o u r  y e a r s '  work i n  t h r e e .  I  am a p a r t  f ro m  tb s  
u s u a l  s e n i o r  d o i n g s ,  b u t  i n  so le m n ,  r i t u a l  p r o c e s s i o n

I  han d  my t o r c h  t o  K i t .  The g i r l s  o f  my o ld  s p a r r o w -  
c l u s t e r  p r o f f e r  s t a r t l e d  and  somehow r e s e n t f u l  c o n g r a t 
u l a t i o n s  a t  w h a t  I  have d o n e ,  and t h e i r  v o i c e s  seem to  
come a c r o s s  a  w id e n in g  g u l f  of t im e  s e p a r a t i n g  me f o r 
e v e r  fro m  t h e  few d ay s  when I  w a lk e d  w i t h  th em  i n  i n s o 
l e n t  s e p a r a t e n e s s .

At t h e  c e ro m o n ie s  o f  g r a d u a t i o n ,  w h i t e - r o b e d ,  I  f i n d  
m y s e l f  on t h e  p l a t f o r m  b e s i d e  L i z ,  and we make a g e s 
t u r e  a t  t h e  o ld  b o i s t e r o u s ,  s u r r e p t i t i o u s  n o i s e  of our 
g l e e  c lu b  y e a r s ,  f i n d i n g  a s  t im e  s w i f t l y  ru n s  o u t  t h a t  
f o r  y e a r s  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  and  a n g e r  h a s  b een  a  t h i n g  n o t  
h a t e d ,  as  we t h o u g h t ,  b u t  p r e c i o u s  and  somehow w o n d er
f u l ;  t h a t  b e n e a t h  th e  l e v e l  o f  o u r  i r r i t a b l e  s n i p i n g  a t  
e a c h  o t h e r  r a n  a shy  t r i c k l e  of g e n u in e  a f f e c t i o n  w hich  
n e i t h e r  o f  u s  c o u ld  e v e r  show f o r  f e a r  of cne a n o t h e r ' s  
a c o r n .  She p i n c h e s  me d u r i n g  t h e  so lemn I n v o c a t i o n ;  I 
make a  d r e a d f u l  f a c e  i n  r e t u r n .

The f a c e s  of o t h e r  s c h o o lm a te s  l e f t  I r r e v o c a b l y  b e h in d  
b l u r  a c r o s s  t h e  w id e n in g  s t r e a m  of  s e v e r i n g  t i m e  a s  t h e  
r o l l  o f  n am es ,  a  c l a s s  n o t  my own, g i r l s  I  do n o t  know, 
l i n e  up b e f o r e  an d  b e h in d  me. ifhy am I n o t  g r a d u a t i n g  
among my own? Why d i d  I  do t h i s ?  I  watch;, L i z ,  so b e r  
and h i e r a t i c  i n  h e r  cap and  gown, s t r i d i n g  up t o  th e  
r o s t r u m ,  and  w a tc h  h e r  l i k e  an i s l a n d  i n  a s t r a n g e  s e a ,  
t h e  o n ly  f a m i l i a r  f a c e  t h e r e .  There i s  a  s p e c i a l  ro u n d  
o f  a p p la u s e  f o r  me, g e n e r o u s l y  l e d  by t h e  c l a s s m a t e s  I 
have  Jumped p a s t  i n  t h i s  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  s t e p .  A l re a d y  
t h e y  a r e  b l u r r e d  and  r e c e d i n g .

As t h e  g i r l s  i n  t h e  c a f e t e r i a  s c r a m b le  ou t of th e  r e n t e d  
cap «  and gown, p i n  f l o w e r s  on w h i te  f r o c k s  and  s c a t t e r  
a g a i n ,  L iz  and I  f i n d  o u rw e lv e s  s u d d e n l y  f a c e  t o  f a c e ,  
a l l  r u d e n e s s  g o n e .  We b a b b le  i n a n e  good w is h e s  an d  good 
w i l l ,  I  a t  l e a s t  c o n c e a l i n g  deep  em o t io n ,  knowing we w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  see each  o t h e r  a g a i n .  I t  makes u s  n o i s i e r  
t h a n  e v e r ,  e x c h a n g in g  new h e i g h t s  of r e p a r t e e .

Someone c a l l s  e a c h  of u s  f rom  a  s e p a r a t e  f l o o r ,  and  we 
t u r n ,  g a t h e r i n g  up c o a t s ,  s i l l y  l i t t l e  p u r s e s ,  t h e  
t a s s e l s  o f  o u r  c a p s ,  sw ing back  f o r  a  f i n a l  word of g o r d -  
b y e ,  a l r e a d y  moving aw ay. Then, drawn i r r e s i s t i b l y  and 
i m p u l s i v e l y ,  n e i t h e r  of u s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  o f f e r  o r  t o  t o u c h ,  
we h o l d  o u t  o u r  arm s a n d  f o r  an I n s t a n t  f a l l  t o g e t h e r



i n  an  e x p l o s i v e ,  im p e tu o u s  hug an d  k i s s .  I t s  v i o l e n c e  
c o n c e a l s  a n d  c o m p e n s a te s  f o r  i t s  b r e v i t y .  Then w i th  
s h a k e n ,  s h r i l l  l a u g h t e r  we y e l l  f i n a l  g o o d b y e s  and 
d a s h  o f f  I n  our s e p a r a t e  w ay s ,

V/e n e v e r  s e e  e a c h  o t h e r  a g a i n .

CA.ÆLs’s  Fa r e w e l l  

Ha r r y  Ot i s . 1961
Pa n -Gr a p h ic  Pr e s s , 3a n  Fr a n c is c o , if2.95

In  H IS  BREEZY STYLE HARRY OT IS HAS HRITTEN ANOTHER GAY BOOK 

THAT TAKES H IS  READER TO FAR COUNTRIES AND II^RODUCES H IM  TO 

STRANGE CUSTOMS. H IS  PREVIOUS BOOK "THE HEVAL" HAD THE NEAR 

EAST AS ITS LOCALE. THE "CA.'Æ L 'S FARBÆ LL" TAKES US TO SOUTH 

AMERICA, INDIA AMO TFRICA WITH A RETURN ONCE IN AVH ILE TO 

THE BOSTON HOMELAND OF H IS  CHIEF CHARACTER. Th E TH ESIS  OF 

THE BOOK IS  THAT THERE ARE GAY PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD,

BUT IN SOME COUNTRIES THEY DON'T FEEL AS GUILTY ABOUT IT 

AS WE DO.

Th e  "C A M EL 'S  FARBVELL" IS  A N ICE FA IRY TALE IN SEVERAL 

SENSES OF THE WORD. F IR ST , IT RELATES THE ADVENTURES OF 

A GAY FELLOW IN AFRICA AND POINTS ALONG THE WAY. IN  A 

SECOND SENSE THE i.WIN CHARACTERS ARE NOT LADEN WITH THE 

CARES OF THE 'WORLD, BUT SEEM TO HAVE ENOUGH OF THE FOLDING 

GREEN TO GO 'AHERE THEY WISH W EN  THEY WISH. THIRD, THE 

PEOPLE IN THE BOOK ARE NOT REALLY PEOPLE BUT GOSSAMER 

BEINGS. NO a t t e m p t  IS  W DE TO DEVELOP CHARACTER OR DELVE 

INTO Ei'-iOTIONS. A FBV STEREOTYPED CLICHES ARE USED TO 

IDENTIFY THE VARIOUS INDIV IDUALS THAT F L IT  IN AND OUT 

OF THE STORIES.

THE BOOK SUFFERS SOMEVHAT FROM ITS BREEZY » N N E R . i/ORE 

THINGS ARE HINTED AT THAN FULLY DEVELOPED. IF  SOME OF 

THE FOLK LEGENDS HAD BEEN GIVEN WITH A FULLER BACKGROUND 

AND d e s c r ip t i o n , THEY V'.OULO HAVE BEEN MORE BELIEVABLE AND 

INTERESTING. ,

TH IS BED WE MftOE 
ARTEMIS SMITH. I9 6 I, 

Monarch  b o o k s , Co n n e c t ic u t .

M ISS  SMITH, PROBABLY NUMBER THREE IN THE HIERARCHY OF THOSE 

WRITERS IN THE LESBIAN  PAPERBACK F IELD , BRINGS US TH IS TALE

OF Pe t e r , t h e  l o a f e r ; N ic o l e , t h e  a r t i s t s  m o d e l , a n d  El a i n e ,

THE VERY S IC K  PAINTER. ANOTHER OF THESE ARTY, UNWASHED 

NOVELS BUT VERY WELL VJRITTEN WITH GOOD CHARACTERIZATION 

AND TOUCHES OF HUMOR. SADLY, THE STORY IS  MALE-ORIENTED 

AND HAS A PURELY HETEROSEXUAL ENDING, BUT IT IS  SO WELL 

DONE AND SO CASUALLY F ILLED  WITH UPBEAT PROPAGANDA THAT 

MOST LADDER READERS WILL WANT TO READ IT . -  B.G,

OORMN VIGNETTE ÎERIEI-

l i f .rRiES-3 I
fl

BY HARRY OTIS

Harry O tis o f fe r s  eome more ta le s  about "gay" 
people from o th e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  world. He has 
In je c te d  warm humor and tak en  J ib es  a t  th e  
f o ib le s ,  hypoerlses  and f r u s t r a t io n s  which 
a re  so ev id en t in  much' o f th e  Western w orld.

$2«95 (p lu s  20^ hand ling )

Thil Bed Ule Blade
A rtemis S m ith 's  l a t e s t  paperback novel about 
Greenwloh V illa g e . "Well w r it te n  . . . and 
oasua’ ly  f i l l e d  w ith  upbeat propaganda.*

J5'i (p lu s  10^  hand ling ) j
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HR JOHN F .  KENNEDY 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

THE V*HITE HOUSE

d e a r  h r . PRESIDENT:

/ 'AM ERICA 'S 'HOiimSEXLAL PROBLEM' IS  ROOTED IN OUR LAW. THE IN

TENSITY AND PERPETUATION OF THE PROBLEM IS  ABETTED BY CERTAIN 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT P O L IC IE S , FOR EXAMPLE, UPHOLDING STATE LAWS 

AND ENFORCEMENT PRACTICES OF QUESTIONABLE CONSTITUTIONALITY, 

a b a s in g  PEOPLE BY MEANS OF A CRIM INAL RECORD FOR ACTS INTRIN

SICALLY  NOT CRIM INAL, DEBARRING FROM GOVERNMENT SERVICE AND FROM 

EMPLOYMENT IN CERTAIN PRIVATE INDUSTRIES PERSONS SUSPECTED OF 

h o m o se x u a l  TENDENCIES, ISSUING 'OTHER-THAN-HONORABLE' DISCHARGES 

AND 'VITHHOLDING VETERANS' BENEFITS FROM THOSE PERSONS DISCOVERED 

IN ARMED SERVICE.

"GOVERNMENT IS  PRESUMING HERE TO SUPPRESS THE HOMOSEXUAL COMPO

NENT IN HUi.AN NATURE, APPARENTLY WITHOUT ANY EVIDENCE THAT ITS 

ERADICATION IS  PO SSIBLE, OR EVEN DESIRABLE. IT  IS  NOT NECESSARY 

TO POINT TO THE FU T IL IT Y  OF LEGISLATING MORALITY NOR TO BELABOR 

THE PRESENT UNDESIRABLE STATE OF AFFA IRS INCURRED BY SUCH EFFORT.

"STUDIED  OPINION HAS JOINED HUI/ÄNITARIAN INTERESTS IN URGING THE 

GOVERNMENT TO RECONSIDER ITS POSTURE TOWARD TH IS MINORITY. BUT 

THE STRANGE RELUCTANCE OF THE LAW TO MOVE ON WITH THE T IM ES TO 

NEW SOCIAL AWARENESS, EVEN IN FACE OF THE JEOPARDY TO OUR NAT IO N 'S  

SECURITY, I.IAKES THE HOMOSEXUAL PROBLEiii A ivATTER FOR GENERAL CON

CERN. j

"THUS IT 3EC0,£S INCUMBENT ON THE FEDERAL GOVERM^ENT EITHER TO 

PUBLISH A WHITE PAPER DELINEATING FOR THE ENLIGHTENiMENT OF ALL 

INTERESTED PERSONS, REASONS FOR THOSE PO L IC IE S , EXPLAINING THEIR 

PURPOSE AND JUSTIFYING  THEIR CONTINUATION, OR, TO RENOUNCE ALL 

;<ATTERS OF POLICY BEARING ON HOI<K)SEXUALS, AS INDIVIDUALS OR AS A 

CLASS, AND TO ENFRANCHISE THESE PEOPLE WITH THE FULL LEGAL RIGHTS,

PR IV ILEG ES At® HONORS, ll**JN IT IE S  AND PROTECTION ACCORDED TO 

OTHER C IT IZ E N S ."

VERY RESPECTFULLY YOURS,

R ic h a r d  St u a rt  b o l ín

SEATTLE, ASHINGTON

COPIES SENT TO:

Th e  h o n o r a b le  &^r l  i ia r r e n , (Th ie f  j u s t i c e , u n it e d  St a t e s  Su prem e  

Court

Th e  Ho n o r a b l e  Ro b e r t  F . Ke n n e d y , At t o r n e y  Ge n e r a l , Oe p a r t h e n t  of  

j u s t ic e

Th e  Ho n o r a b le  Abr a h a m  A . R i b i c o f f , s e c r e t a r y . De p a r t m e n t  of 

He a l t h , Ed u c a t io n , ai®  »El f a r e  

Th e  h o n o r a ble  » r r e n  G. i«sagnuson, Un it e d  s t a t e s  S e n a t e  

Th e  h o n o r a ble  h e n r y  Ivi. Ja c k s o n , Un it e d  St a t e s  S e n a t e  

Th e  Ho n o r a b le  Th o m a s  M. p e l l y , u n it e d  St a t e s  h o u se  of  Re p r e 

s e n t a t iv e s

Th e  Ho n o r a b l e  Don  Iaag nu so n , Un it e d  St a t e s  h o u se  o f  Re p r e s e n t 

a t iv e s

* * * + *

"GENE Da m o n ' s  st o r y  on Le s b ia n  l it e r a t u r e  in  i960 c o n t a in s  

a n  e r r o r . Law rence  Du r r e l l ' s  n o v e l  CL£A d o e s  not  t r e a t  c f  

Le s b ia n i s m  in  a n y  w a y , s h a p e  or  f o r m . Ho w ev er , t h e  Law rence  

Du r r e l l  n o v e l  BALTHAZAR (t h e  sec o n d  one o f  h i s  q u artet  of

NOVELS, SOMETIMES CALLED THE 'ALEXANDRIA QUARTET,* OF WHICH 

CLEA IS  THE f o u r t h ) DOES TELL THE STORY OF A LESBIAN RELA

T IO NSH IP  INVOLVING THE SAME C LE A , INCIDENTALLY TO THE MAIN 

THEME.

" I f  a n y  READER IS  ABOUT TO PURCHASE THE NOVEL CLEA IN THE 

EXPECTATION OF FINDING A LESBIAN THEME IN IT , MAJOR OR UINOR,

SHE IS  ABOUT TO BE D ISAPPOINTED."

F. C., CALIFORNIA

* >1: * *

"YOUR EDITORIAL (JANUARY, 196,1 LADDER) -  IF  I FULLY UNDEROTOOO IT 

-  WJAS VERY GOOD. Th E WHOLE BLAB ABOUT A »B ILL OF R IG H TS ' IS  A LOAD



OF SOMETHING I 'W TOO POLITE TO SAY.

"AS FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP, A MEMORIAL TO DR. BAKER IS  OF COliRSE 

MAGNIFICENT. BOT L IM IT IN G  THE F IE L C S  TO SCIENCE AND LAW, THAT’S  

ANOTHER MATTER. IT SHOULD BE L IM ITED  TO GRADUATE STUDY DEFIN ITELY 

AND L IM ITED  TO AN ADULT, SOBER, ADMITTED LESBIAN -  O^E DEDICATED 

TO WORKING IN SOME l« Y  FOR HER PEOPLE. i'iiY THE EXPL IC IT  EXCLU

SION  OF CREATIVE F IE LD S  OF ENDEAVOR? I KNOW IT '  S ALL THE RAGE 

TO GO ABOUT WITH STEEL MEASURING TAPE CLUTCHED FIRtA.Y TO ONE’S 

BREAST, BUT THERE IS  A WORLD (SHRINKING, ALAS) WHERE CREATIVE 

A B IL IT Y  HAS ITS PLACE. AFTER ALL, THE B A S IS  OF ALL T H IS  IS  THE 

GENTLER LOVE -  PERHAPS THE CLOSER LOVE -  BETWEEN WOMEN. '/WHY NOT 

AT LEAST ALLOV,' THE COMPETITION TO INCLUDE WRITERS, ART ISTS, ET C .t "

B. G .,  Kansas

maiculini

Vieiipoinl

It'f Bill' Bgain •  •  •

The "H omosexual B i l l  o f  R i g h t s "  e o n t r o v e r s y  p ro m p te d  by 
ONE I n s t i t u t e ' s  p rogram  t h i s  y e a r ,  h a s  e r u p t e d  i n t o  ye 
o ld e  " B a t t l e  of t h e  S e x e s . "  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  " B i l l "  h a s  
become a  s t r i c t l y  f e m a le  v i e w p o in t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  th e  I n s t i t u t e  s e s s i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  
t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  " p a r t i c i p a t e "  w i t h i n  t h e  f r am ew o rk  
s e t  down f o r  th e m .  In  ONE's own e s t i m a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
w ere a b o u t  1 / 3  f e m a le  ( " T a n g e n t s " ,  M arch ,  I 96I )  -  c l e a r l y  
n o t  a  m a j o r i t y .

The March I 36I  i s s u e  of THE LADDER gav e  a  f u l l  r e p o r t  of

t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  F o l lo w in g  a r e  some p e r t i n e n t  e x c e r p t s  
f ro m  t h e  A p r i l ,  19^1 i s s u e  of ONE w i t h  th e  "m a sc u l in e  
V ie w p o in t"  e x p r e s s e d  a p t l y  by W. D o rr  L egg , d i r e c t o r  of 

ONE I n s t i t u t e :

. . .  By t h e  t im e  t h e  M id w in te r  s e s s i o n s  convened  t h e r e  had 
b e e n  more t h a n  3OO q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and  re a m s  of accompanying 
l e t t e r s  r e o e i v e d .  These e n g r o s s in g  d o cu m en ts  e x p r e s s e d  e v 
e r y  sh ad e  of a t t i t u d e  and o p i n i o n ,  of a p p ro v a l  and  d i s a p 
p r o v a l ,  of p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  and of e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .
Of t h e  f i r s t  100 r e o e i v e d ,  Ô3 f a v o r e d  th e  i d e a  of a  " B i l l  
of R i g h t s "  f o r  t h e  h o m o s e x u a l ,  28 d i s c l a i m e d  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  
e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  4 were n e u t r a l ,  w h i le  5 
e x p r e s s e d  o u t r i g h t  o p p o s i t i o n ,

. . .  F r i d a y  was Workshop Day. Those i n  a t t e n d a n c e  en g ag ed  
i n  a  somewhat h e l t e r - s k e l t e r  s c a n n in g  of th e  l e t t e r s  and 
th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  They w ere d i r e c t e d  to  make s u i t a b l e  
s e l e c t i o n s  of t h e s e  t o  be  p r e s e n t e d  on th e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y s  
t o  t h e  f i v e  D r a f t i n g  C o m m it tees  a s  g u i d e s  t o  t h e i r  w o rk in g  
on v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of t h e  " B i l l " ,

However, t h e  s h e e r  number of t h e  d o cu m en ts  i n v o l v e d ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  d i v e r s i t y  of t h e i r  c o n t e n t s ,  a lm o s t  
b o gged  down t h e  Workshop g r o u p .  T h is  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a 
t i o n  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some o t h e r  method of d o in g  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a s s ig n m e n t  m igh t have  been  p r e f e r a b l e .  A ls o ,  the  
number of t h o s e  a b l e  t o  be i n  a t t e n d a n c e  on F r i d a y  was n o t  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make th em  a f f e c t i v e  r e p o r t e r s  l a t e r  t o  e a c h  of 
t h e  f i v e  D r a f t i n g  C o m m it tees  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  b a s i c  t r e n d s  I n 
d i c a t e d  by  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .

T h is  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e n t i r e l y  I n c o r r e c t  s t a t e m e n t  b e in g  made 
a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  s e s s i o n s  t o  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
i t  a p p e a r e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  r e p l y i n g  were oppo sed  t o  
Buoh a  ’’B i l l " .  As th e  f i g u r e s  c i t e d  above i n d i c a t e ,  t h i s  
was o v e rw h e lm in g ly  n o t  t r u e .

True or f a l s e ,  t h e  d i s s e n t e r s  and  o o u n t e r - d i s s e n t e r s  w ere  
u n a b a s h e d .  S p a rk s  f l e w  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  and  smoke c u r l e d  
o u t  f ro m  t h e  doorw ay o f  e a c h  D r a f t i n g  C cm m lt tee - ro o m . Con
t i n u o u s  p r e s s u r e s  were e x e r t e d  to  ch an g e  th e  p ro g ra m ,  t o  r e 
v i s e  i t s  t i t l e  and g e n e r a l l y  to  a l t e r  th e  p r o c e e d i n g s .

While r e a d i l y  o o n e e d ln g  th e  v a l u e s  i n  h e a l t h y  c o n t r o v e r s y



and  t h a t  d i s s e n t e r s  t o o  hav e  " r i g h t s "  ( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  w as 
t h e  word t h a t  was so o b n o x io u s  t o  m an y ) ,  t h e r e  were some p r e 
s e n t  who f e l t  t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  b e h a v i o r  t o  be  i n  e x t r e m e l y  b ad  
t a s t e .  They a s k e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w hat t h e  r e a c t i o n  m ig h t  have  
b e e n  had  g u e s t s  a t  t h e  D a u g h te r s  of B i l i t i s  C o n v e n t io n  l a s t  
May r i s e n  fro m  t h e  f l o o r  t o  demand h e a t e d l y  t h a t  t h e  p ro g ram  
be c h a n g e d  more to  t h e i r  l i k i n g »

T h o u g h t f u l  o b s e r v e r s  a t  th e  t i m e ,  and s i n c e  t h e n ,  hav e  t r i e d  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w hat c a u s e s  m ig h t  u n d e r l i e  t h e  s i n c e r e  o p p o s i 
t i o n  of most of t h e  women a t t e n d i n g ,  a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  P r e s i 
d e n t  B e l l ' s  " m a n i f e s t o "  . . .  and E d i t o r  Del M a r t i n ' s  "How P a r  
O ut Can We Go?" (THE LADDER, J a n u a r y ,  I 961) i n  w h ic h  she a r 
gu ed  t h a t  o n e ' s 1961 M id w in te r  I n s t i t u t e  was " l i k e l y  t o  s e t  
th e  h om ophi le  movement back  i n t o  o b l i v i o n  . . .  and Tfould 
l e a v e  u s  wide open a s  a  t a r g e t  of r i d i c u l e  f ro m  t h o s e  who 
a l r e a d y  d i s l i k e  us . . . "

Was i t ,  a s  some s u g g e s t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  D a u g h te r s  of B i l i t i s ,  
i t s  m em bersh ip  r e s t r i c t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  women, was so n a r 
ro w ly  f o c u s s e d  an i n - g r o u p  t h a t  i t s  members c o u ld  n o t  be e x 
p e c t e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ! n g l y  c o n c e r n  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  g e n 
e r a l  p ro b lem  of  h o m o s e x u a l i t y ?

Or was i t  t h a t  L e s b i a n s ,  b y  v i r t u e  of t h e i r  own i n f r e q u e n t  
p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  v i i th  t h e  b r u t a l  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  d e n i a l  of 
r i g h t s  t h e  m ale h om osexua l  so c o n t i n u o u s l y . ^ x p c r i e n c e s ,  w ere  
b u t  a  s t e p  a h e a d  of h e t e r o s e x u a l s  i n  t h e i r  c o m p re h e n s io n  of 
w ha t  t h e  p ro b le m s  a r e ?

Was i t ,  e v e n ,  t h a t  L e s b ia n s  hav e  been  so b r a i n - w a s h e d  by  t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e i r  own f a v o r e d  s o c i a l  and l e g a l  s t a t u s  
t h a t  t h e y  w ou ld  r e s i s t  t o  t h e  h i l t  t h e i r  b r o t h e r - h o m o s e x u 
a l s '  e f f o r t s  f o r  b e t t e r m e n t ,  f e a r i n g  l e s t  some d i s t u r b a n c e  
of t h e  s t a t u s  3U£ m ig h t  e n d a n g e r  t h e i r  own r e l a t i v e l y  
p e a c e f u l  p u r s u i t s ?

T h a t  t h e s e ,  an d  many o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  were r a i s e d  w o u ld  seem 
t o  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l s ,  b o t h  m ale  an d  f e m a l e ,  s t i l l  
u n d e r s t a n d  n e i t h e r  t h e m s e l v e s  v e r y  w e l l  n o r  th e  l a r g e r  s o 
c i e t y  t o  w h ich  t h e y  m ust somehow accom modate t h e m s e l T o s ;  
a l s o ,  t h a t  a  s i n g l e  M id v i in te r  I n s t i t u t e ,  a  s i n g l e  " g r o u p -  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  p r o j e c t  i n  h o m ophi le  e d u c a t i o n "  c o u ld  do l i t 
t l e  more t h a n  r a i s e  some of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  and 
b r i n g  th em  o u t  i n t o  p l a i n  v iew  .  .  •
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