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purpose of the

0̂  B l  L IT IS
A WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SO CIETY

..........
O" Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­

ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the légal, psychiat­
ric, religious and Other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to society.

0 Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O  Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in the state legislatures.
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R E N E W A L

A STORY BY JAC'̂ UELIME U SON

IT  RAINED CONTINUALLY THE F IR S T  « E EK  AT THE SHORE AMO I HATED IT
„  cFP i I REGRETTED I IiWEASURABLY THE WITH EVERY F IB E R  THAT COUUO F E E L . I REGRETTED I

d e c i s i o n  THAT HAD BROUGHT ME BACK TO THE ISLAN D , BUT THERE«WAS NO
/vanirr I T  THE SERVANTS WERE ON VACATION, MY

iTAY UNTIL THEIR RETURN AT THE END OF AUGUST.

I h ad  d e c id e d  to  COME BACK BECAUSE I WANTED TO L IV E  AGAIN IN THE 
p a s t  b u t  t h e  p a s t  « U L D  h a v e  NONE OF ME AMO I V»S FORCED TO STAY 
w h o lly  in  t h e  RAZOR-EDGED PR ESEN T . 1 HAD THOUGHT TO DREAM AGAIN 
OF RUNNING ON THE BEACH WITH M.aR IA N N E, OUR LOVE SPREAD IN *  
d e n  RING AROUND U S . I HAD PU.NNED TO L IV E  ONCE MORE WITH M ,N ,IA ^ E  
IN THAT M ISTY PA RA D ISE OF THE P A S T , WHERE THERE WAS NO MORNING OR 
EVEN IN G , BUT JU ST  LO V E 'S  UNBOUNDED, EV ERU iSTIN G  T IM E . MY MIND 
V^OULD NOT HAVE IT  SO . I COULD NOT ESCAPE FROM T>€ JAGGED T R U ^ :
I COULD NO LONGER RUN AND MARIANNE WAS NOT HERE. THE TWO WER 

fragments of the SAME MOMENT OF BLIND, CRUSHING FATE,

Ma r ia n n e  an d  I ,  e n  r o u t e  t o  t h e  is l a n d  f o r  a  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  g l o r i­
o u s  ESCAPE FROM OUR MANY-PEOPLEO WORLD, HAD RUN INTO A FOG THAT 
CUT US O FF COMPLETELY FROM SURROUNDING R E A L IT Y . DRIVING D E V IL IS H ­

LY  AS USUAL, AND KNOWING THE ROAD W ELL , I P A ID  L IT T L E  ATTENTION 
TO THE DANK PEA-SOUP WE WERE SUDDENLY WRAPPED IN . A  HUGE T R A ILER  
t r u c k  LOOMED ABRUPTLY ON THE WRONG S ID E  OF THE ROAD AND DOOMCD IwA- 
r IANNE t o  in s t a n t  d e a t h  fro m  a  BROKEN N ECK . I CAME OUT OF IT  PA­
RALYZED FROM THE W AIST DOWN AND WITH ONE CHANCE IN A M ILLIO N  OF 
EVER WALKING A G A IN . MY D IS P O S IT IO N , INDERSTAADABLY,  WiAS NOT OF THE 
SUN NIEST EVEN ON MY BEST D A YS, AND THOSE DAYS BECAME FEWER AND FAR­

THER BETWEEN AS THE INTOLERABLE MONTHS WENT ON.

ON THE ISLAN D , A YEAR AFTER MY HAPPIN ESS HAD BEEN SMASHED, I R E­
MAINED S IL E N T L Y  ALOOF FROM THOSE WHO T R IE D  TO BRING ME COMFORT. I 
IGNORED T H E IR  CLUMSY, wfLL-MEANIMG ATTEMPTS TO DRAW ME OUT, T H E IR  

t h e r a p e u t i c  CHATTER ABOUT ISLAND G O S S IP . I KNEW WHAT HAPPENED

WHEREVER I APPEARED. NEW GUESTS WOULD ASK OLD G U ESTS , " :H O  IS  
THAT G IR L  IN T FE  WHEELCHAIR? I 'V E  SEEN HER P IC TU RE SOMEWHERE; I 

JU ST  KNOW I H A V E ."

YES, THEY HAD SEEN ME -  MY DEBUT AT A B A L L , MY NUMEROUS TENNIS 
MATCHES, MY S K IIN G , SWIMIWING, iWOUNTAlN-CLIMEING PRCM/ESS. MY P IC ­
TURE WAS ALWIAYS IN SOMEONE'S P A PER . I IE L L ,  L E T  THEM FEA ST  ON THE 
MEMORIES, Th e y 'D  s e e  NONE OF THEM MADE R EA L A G A IN . /'NO TH EY 'D  DO 
WELL TO L E T  ME ALONE. I COULD DRAW BLOOD WHEN I WAS ANNOYED, AND 

I USUALLY WAS IN THOSE DAYS.

But however r e a lis t ic a lly  I snarled, THEREkWERE s t il l  some who

DID  NOT LEAVE ME ALONE. I DON'T KNOW WHAT DREW THEM -  THEY CER­
TA IN LY  HAD NO PLEASURE FROM M E, THERE WAS A TA LL  OLD MAN WHO 
WOULD S IT  AND TALK fiND L E T  ME THROW MY B IT T E R  THOUGHTS AT H IM . NO­
THING I SA ID  OFFENDED HIM IN THE L E A S T . HE WOULD L IS T E N  A WHILE 
AND WHEN HE F E L T  L IK E  I T ,  HE WOULD LE A V E . I WAS ALWAYS 1>E BETTER 
FOR HAVING SEEN H IM , THOUGH I WOULD NEVER HAVE ADMITTED I T .

There was someone e ls e , too, who bed evilled  the l if e  out of me. I

THINK I D IS L IK E D  HER ALMOST MORE THAN A LL THE WELL-MEANING OTHERS 
WITH T H E IR  GENTLE PRYING AND CLUCKIN G . SHE WASN’ T  G EN TLE , SHE 
t e a s e d  me when I WANTED TO LUXURIATE IN MY SORROW -  SHE WAS VERY 
SER IO U S WHEN I ^ S  BEING B R IL L IA N T LY  CU TTIN G . SHE WAS ABSOLUTELY 
AS EXASPERATING AS SHE COULD B E .  I 'D GLADLY m V E  THROTTLED HER IF  
I COULD HAVE CAUGHT H ER . BUT SHE WAS CR U EL . SHE DANCED OUT OF 
REACH WHENEVER MY ANGER R O SE . S h E SENT THE BLOOD TO MY HEAD IN A 
RUSH OF FRU STRATIO N , SHE FOUND ME '.VHEN I WANTED TO BE LE FT  ALONE. 
And  WHEN SHE L E F T  M E, MY HEART WAS POLNOING WITH UNACCUSTOMED FURY 

an d  RESENTMENT. HOW DARED SHE TREAT ME SO?

Th e  TROUBLE WAS THAT SHE WIAS SO SNEAKY. iHEN SHE ARRIVED AND SAT 
DOWN NEXT TO MY CHAIR SH E’ D BE SO PLEASANT I m S  ALWAYS TAKEN IN . 
" H I ,  l e e , "  a i e ’ D s a y .  "How ' s  t r i c k s ? "  T h en  s h e ’ d  c h a t t e r  on 
ABOI^T t h i s  an d  t h a t ,  b u t  j u s t  l e t  me s t a r t  PARADING MY TALENT FOR 
SARCASiyl AT« HEF  ̂ MOOD WOULD CHANGE ABRUPTLY. iH ATEVER I S A ID , SHE'D  
TAKE THE O PPOSITE TACK AND I WAS SOON AS R ILED  AS SHE COULD W ISH . I 

COULD S EE  THAT SHE ENJOYED B A IT IN G  ME.

ONE DAY, ANOTHER RAINY ONE WHEN I SAT ON T F«  HOTEL PORCH AND THOUGHT 
b l a c k  t h o u g h t s ,  s h e  CAME PUSSY-FOOTING UP TO ME AGAIN . " H I ,  L E E , "  

s h e  b e g a n  -  BUT I 'D HAD ENOUGH.



t ir e d - U A V E  ME ALONE. I DON'T WANT
"NOW LOOK, J E N ,"  I SA ID , > '  , ^0 I.GNORE

STOOD IN FRONT OF ME.
.™ ,o , V "T IRED ? DOING NOTHING ALL

"YOU’ RE T IR ED ?" SHE SAID '^CREOU EVERVBOOY IN
d a y  BUT RIDING AROUND L IK E  A Q . ^gy g g jr_ p |T Y ?  NUTSi" SHE
„ v w  » r  CLOSER V.OR « .C E  « « .
TURREO < « .  ST.UCEO OFF I «  TO SEE * R

E|-rV£R I beg a n  TO WO^OER IF  S l€ 'D  DROWNED.
SHE ^ r ,  fn ^ O H r d e f i n e d  to  ENUOY once AGAIN MY HARD-
5 0 X  R ID O *  F, ' « « S .  I FOO«. T « T

“ ‘■ i T s ' E M r v . «  »  T O K E H »  »  OEB FRIERO C «  TO
IT  WASN'T AS ENJOYABLE THINGS THAT ONCE HAD
s e e  me a s  a lw a y s ,  b u t  'AHEN h e  was gone t h e  t h i^ s  2 ^ ^

f i l l e d  my d a y s  w ere  t h e  THINGS THAT BECOME B ITTERER
O RFT, . F » » ,S F ,  OUT L O * .  »  « , f  OF
«  , « T . R F  « . F O  0 ^ « -  , « r FT
„ B ,  m «T  T « v  H »  TO O FFER. « E R E  OW

, B F o«  . , » . 0 0  - S T  r s r «
WAS S IC K  OF CONSTANT SUN AND OF S IT T I 
„ , F S  T » T  I C « « X « .T  S . , 0  OF ^ E , »
UP th e  warm SAND UNTIL ^HEY WERE L  ^ ^ C KLY ,  UNCONSCIOUS
PEOPLE, PEOPLE ALL AROUND ME, MOVING FR EEL ,  q 
OF THE PRECIOUS G IF T  OF MOTION THEY POSSESSED.

, F...«r empK SHE WALKED TOWARD ME ACROSS THE
f.NO THEN ONE DAY, JEN A ^
SAND. I WAS DOUBTFUL AS TO WHETHER 1 WAN 
..T .t L L ,"  I S A ID , "SO YOU'RE BACK."

■■Hl, L E E ,"  » E  S « ,0 .  SHE LOO,<EO VERY —  a » O E O . OOO, I THOOCHT.

,jHAT WsS t h e  MATTER WITH HER?

PFST " I s a i d ,  NOT TOO CORDIALLY. SHE SEEMED TO WINCE A 
" t^ ’  T w i s  N J O : ' ;«  T H IS . "ARE YOU S T IL L  aiCH A OAM^O G ^ -  

p u v i  I ASKED. WAITI^K. TO SEE M̂HAT W«ULD HAPPEN IC X T . " ,H Y  DID YOU

b o th er  ,ME l i k e  THAT?"

I .o v F  YOU YOU ID IO T !" SHE BURST OUT WITH THAT ASTOUND-

"JEN J J e n ! "  I TRIED TO MAKE MY CHAIR MOVE, BUT I COULDN'T BUDGE 
IT  ALONE, SO«ONE ALWAYS BROUGHT ME DOWN TO THE BEACH AND TOOK 
ME BACK TO THE HOTEL. I WAS BESIDE M YSELF. SHE HAD RUN FROM ME 
AND I COULDN'T FOLLOW. Oh ,  JE N , WISE L IT T L E  JE N . ".H .T HAD I DONE 

TO HER?

I CRIED MYSELF TO SLEEP THAT NIGHT AND ALTHOUGH IT  DIDN'T HELP THE 
SITUATION ANY, IT  CLEARED SOME OF THE COBWEBS FROM MY W ILFUL, MUD­
DLED BRAIN . Th e  f i r s t  THING I HAD TO 00 WAS FIND JEN AGAIN. I 
TRUNDLED ALL OVER THAT BLASTED HOTEL BUT I DIDN’ T SURPRISE HER ANY­
WHERE. Sh e had e v a p o r a t ed .  I s a t  fo r  fo u r s  w atching  t h e  p e o p l e  
AMO h o p in g  I 'D ca tch  A GLH.ÍPSE OF THAT IMP. BUT SHE WAS TOO SMART 
FOR THAT. Sh e  WÍAS LETTING ME STEW IN MY OWN JU IC E FOR A WHILE. AT 
THE END OF THE SECOND DAY OF NO jE N , I WAS READY TO GO DOWN ON v.iY 
k n e e s  BEFORE HER, FIGURATIVELY AT LEAST.

Sh e  DIDN'T G IVE ME A CHANCE FOR A BIG SCENE EVEN THEN. I GUESS 
SHE'D HAD MORE THAN ENOUGH OF MY NEGATIVE H ISTR IO N ICS, THE NEXT 
MORNING WHEN I RANG AS USUAL FOR ONE OF THE STAFF TO ASSIST ME IN­
TO MY CHAIR, JEN APPEARED IN THE DGORWIAY, FIX IN G  ME WITH A QUIZ­
Z ICAL E Y E . I VÍAS SLEEPY AND GRUMPY AMO CAUGHT CO.MPLETELY OFF GUARD.

"Good m o rn ing ,  iy i is s ,"  SHE s a id  w it h  a  l o p s id e d  g r in .

" JE N !"  I GASPED -  AND THE REUNION WAS MARVELOUS TO BEHOLD. JEN 
lo c k ed  t h e  DOOR AFTER HERSELF, THOUGH, SO NO ONE BEHELD ANYTHING.

‘.iVE 'AIERE BUSY TOGETHER AT A THOUSAND THINGS EVERY DAY AFTER THAT 
AND ¿AUGUST RUSHED TOWARD US MUCH TOO FA ST . I DISCOVERED THAT jEN  
WAS A NURSE -  WHICH I SHOULD HAVE GUESSED FROM THE HARD-BOILED WAY 
SHE HAD PLjAYED WITH MY FEELIN G S. SHE NEVER RESORTED TO THAT MANNER 
AGAIN, THOUGH. SHE DIDN'T HAVE TO ; WE WERE TOO MUCH IN LOVE.

JEN  SET HERSELF THE IMPOSSIBLE TASK OF MAKING ME WALK AGAIN. " I  
KNOW WE CAN DO I T ,  L E E ,"  SHE SAID VEHEMENTLY, AND SHE STARTED ME 
ON A REGIME THAT PUT ME BACK IN GOOD HEALTH AND S P IR IT S  IN NO TIM E. 
Sh e  TOOK ME DOWN TO THE BEACH AND W£ STAYED FOR HOURS WHILE SHE 
WENT SWIMMING AND I SOAKED UP THE SUN. SHE PERSUADED ME TO LEAVE 
MY CHAIR, A CHANGE THAT PUT ME AMONG THE LIV IN G AGAIN. SHE'D P IL E  
PILLOWS AT MY BACK AND THE WARM SOFT SAND FELT  SO GOOD ALL AROUND 
ME, I'D  watch  h er  PLAYING IN THE WAVES WITHOUT A SHADOW OF OISCON-



t e n t  in  my h e a r t .  T h e  i n a b i l i t y  to w a lk  somehow  l o s t  i t s  v a e t  s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e ,  I H«D JE N , HOW COULD I BE  UNHAPPY FOR LONG?

'/.HEN MY MOTHER AND DAD RETURNED FOR M E, THEY FOUND A RENEH£D DAUGH­
T E R , T h e y  w e r e  g l a d ,  t o o ,  to  w elc o m e  J e n ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  s h e  had

DONE ME TREMENDOUS GOOD, SHE HAD, BUT NOT EXACTLY IN THE WAY THEY 
IMAGINED. I WAS LOATH TO RETURN TO THE TQWN HOUSE TO L IV E  AS I HAD 
S IN C E  THE a c c id e n t .  I COULDN'T H U ÍT  MY PARENTS YHO HAD BEEN SO 
GOOD TO M E, BUT N EITH ER COULD I L IV E  IN ThE SAME HOUSE WITH JEN  AND 
n o t  SHOW HER MY LO V E . THAT KIND OF STRENGTH IS  RESERVED FOR S A IN T S , 

NOT S IN N ER S .

Th e r e  w as s o s ie  p a r e n t a l  o p p o s it io n  t o  my d e c i s i o n  t o  l i v e  aw ay fro m

HO.V1E, BUT J E N , WITHOUT SAYING VERY MUCH, Q U IETLY  TURNED THE T ID E  IN 
OUR FAVOR. '' lE KNOW Y O U 'LL  BE IN GOOD HANDS, D E A R ,"  MY MOTHER 
SA ID  t h e  d a y  w e l e f t  FOR THE L IT T L E  APART.iENT THAT JEN  HAD F O IJ« -

^ If.

I'M  S T IL L  IN THOSE GOOD HANDS AND ALTHOUGH I CAN 'T WALK Y E T , J e N 
IS  DETERMINED THAT I SH A LL , SOME D A Y , S H E 'S  ALWAYS R IG H T BY iviY 
S ID E , SCOLDING AND TEASING AND LOVING ME AS HARD AS I LOVE H ER .
Sh e 'S  a  g r e a t  b e l i e v e r  in  t h e  p s y c h i c  co m po n en t  o f  d i s e a s e ,  and 
S W E T IM ES  I'M  c l o s e  TO B E L IE V IN G  IN IT  AS kVHOLEHEARTEDLY A^ S H E .

And  s o m e t im e s ,  w hen  I g e t  d is c o u r a g e d  b y  a l l  t h e  i-iaro  w o rk  t h a t  
GOES on o v e r  TH O SE- in e r t  L E G S , I REACH UP ANO PU LL J E N 'S  CLRLY 
HEAD DOWN TO M IN E, FOR THE PSYCH IC IMPACT OF A K IS S  IS  THE MOST 

potent therapy I KNOW.

THE
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The. Homosexual as Seen 
by the Marriage Counselor

by U r s .  Lea R. S t e i n e r ,  P ^ c h o l o g l s t

The m a r r ia g e  o o u n s e l o r  f a c e s  as d a i l y  f a r e  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
b a t t l e  o f  th e  s e x e s .  I f  sh e  ( o r  h e )  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  to  
u n d e r s t a n d  th e  d y n am ics  i n v o l v e d ,  she I s  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  
d ilem m a of f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n  where anyone can  
be an  a u t h o r i t y  b e c a u se  no one i s .  I f  we a r e  t o  f u n c t i o n  
a s  t r u e  s c i e n t i s t s  we s t i l l  n e e d  some v a l i d a t e d  d a t a  r e ­
g a r d i n g  w hat m a s c u l i n i t y  i s ;  w hat f e m i n i n i t y  i s ;  what 
t h e  norm al l i m i t s  o f  e a c h  a r e ;  w h a t  a  d e s i r a b l e  b l e n d  i s .  
I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  b le n d  i s  m a r r i a g e .

E v e ry  e t h i c a l  m a r r i a g e  c o u n s e l o r  c o n f e s s e s  t h e  l a c k  of 
t r u e  d a t a  h e r e .  And we a l l  c o n f e s s  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  p s y ­
c h o l o g i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n s  have d e v e lo p e d  c l i c h e s  o f  one s o r t  
o r  a n o t h e r  to  c o v e r  t h i s  l a c k  o f  d a t a .  We sp e a k  o f  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y ,  a s  b e in g  t h e  "whole y o u . "  We a l s o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
o u r  g r a n d m o th e r s  knew t h a t .  I n  c o u n s e l i n g  we t e a c h  the  
n e e d  t o  co m p ro m ise ,  t h e  n eed  t o  a c c e p t  th e  mate f o r  w hat 
be i s ,  t h e  n eed  t o  l o v e ,  t h e  n e e d  t o  be u n s e l f i s h ,  e t c .  
Much o f  t h i s  i s  a  s o n t  o f  d o d l f l c a t i o n  of the Sermon on 
th e  Mount, p r o b a b l y  b e c a u se  many o f  o u r  b e s t  m a r r ia g e  
c o u n s e l o r s  a re  m i n i s t e r s .

I  make t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a t e m e n t  n o t  to  e x c u s e  ray i g n o r ­
an ce  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  d e f i n e  i t .  And J u s t  so t h a t  I  s h a l l  
f u n c t i o n  a s  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o ,  I  s h a l l  c i t e  
you  a  c a s e ,  f r o m  ■«hich I m ig h t  d i g r e s s  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  
o f  my p o i n t  o f  v iew .  L e t  me t e l l  y ou  v e r y  b r i e f l y  a b o u t  
Mr, and Mrs, Brown:

She i s  3 2 ; s m a l l ;  b o y i s h  -  w h ich  means s l i g h t  h i p s  and  
bosom . Her p ro b le m  i s  t h a t  she i s  d e p r e s s e d .  Her mar­
r i a g e  a n d  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l  b o re  h e r .  She r e s e n t s  h e r  h u s ­
b a n d ' s  p e t t i n e s s  a n d  h i s  c o n s t a n t  c r i t i c i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
r e g a r d i n g  w hat he c a l l s  n e a t n e s s .  E v e r y t h i n g  must be n e a t  
a t  a l l  t i m e s .  Not a  m ag az in e  m ust be o u t  of p l a c e .  And



s i n c e  n e a t n e s s  h a s  l i t t l e  m eaning  t p  h e r  she i s  c o n t i n u ­
o u s l y  r e c e i v i n g  l o n g  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  on h e r  s l o v e n l y  n a t u r e .  
I t ' s  g o t t e n  SO t h a t  she d r e a d s  t o  s ee  him come home. No, 
she d o e s  n o t  w i s h  a  d i v o r c e .  For s i x  y e a r s  she  e a r n e d  h e r  
own l i v i n g  a s  a  s t e n o g r a p h e r .  .  T h a t  was en o u g h  o f  t h a t .
F a r  b e t t e r  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  t i r a d e s  and  h e r  l i f e  o f  s e m l -  

i n d o l e n o c .

Then t h e r e  was t h e  s e x  t r o u b l e .  Not r e a l l y  t r o u b l e  -  t h e r e  
was no s e x .  J u s t  none a t  a l l .  Her h u sb an d  b lam ed  h e r .
He t o l d  h e r  t h a t  b e f o r e  m a r r ia g e  h i s  s e x  l i f e  h ad  b e e n  a 
v e r y  a c t i v e  o n e .  But sh e  had no a p p e a l .  When t h e y  f i r s t  
m a r r i e d  he h ad  made a g r e a t  e f f o r t ,  b u t  she  c o u l d  n o t  
a c h i e v e  v a g i n a l  o rg a sm . I t  was n e c e s s a r y  to  a c h i e v e  o l i -  
t o r a l  o rg a sm . F o r  t h i s  he soon l o s t  e n t h u s i a s m .  I n  h e r  
e f f o r t  t o  re aw ak en  h i s  i n t e r e s t  she  t r i e d  a l l  th e  s l i c k -  
m ag az in e  a d v ic e  on how to  h o ld  a  man. She d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  
m ost s e d u c t i v e  s lu m b e r  a t t i r e ,  p r o p e r l y  s c e n t e d .  But h i s  
r e s p o n s e  was m e r e ly  t o  r o l l  o v e r  and  p r o m p t l y  go t o  s l e e p .

Vhat d id  she want me t o  do? F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  g e t  h e r  h u sb a n d  
t o  q u i t  c r i t i c i z i n g  h e r  h o u s e h o ld  h a b i t s .  And c o u ld  I  g e t  
him to  w ant a  s e x  l i f e ?  When I  a sk e d  why, she r e p l i e d  
t h a t  she d i d n ' t  know e x a c t l y .  W a s n ' t  i t  t e r r i b l y  ab n o rm a l  
f o r  a  c o u p le  n o t  t o  loave s e x  r e l a t i o n s ?

Her e x p e r i e n c e  w i th  s e x  was n o t  I n v o l v e d .  She had  h ad  a  
d eep  c r u s h  on h e r  roommate a l l  of h e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  c o l ­
l e g e .  On o c c a s i o n  t h e y  v/ould  c ra w l  i n t o  b ed  w i t h  e a c h  
o t h e r  a n d  s t i m u l a t e  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  o rg a sm . B ut m o s t  o f  
th e  t im e  i t  was J u s t  a  v e r y  r e a l  an d  m e a n in g fu l  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p .  B e fo re  m a r r ia g e  she h ad  t r i e d  s e x  w i t h  f o u r  d i f ­
f e r e n t  men. A l l  o f  th em  h ad  b e e n  o l i t o r a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  b e ­
c au se  o f  h e r  f e a r  o f  p r e g n a n c y .  I n  m a r r ia g e  s h e  f o u n d  
t h a t  she p r e f e r r e d  o l i t o r a l  s t i m u l a t i o n ,  ?Hien sh e  f i r s t  
fo u n d  t h a t  h e r  h u sb an d  d id  n o t  f i n d  h e r  a t t r a c t i v e  she 
t r i e d  one a f f a i r .  But she s t i l l  c o u ld  n o t  a c h i e v e  a  
v a g i n a l  o rg asm . And anyway, s e x  d id  n o t  mean much tq  h e r .  
She was r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  s e x  l i f e  w i t h  h e r  h u sb a n d  
t o  keep  him from s t r a y i n g .  As f a r  a s  she was c o n c e r n e d ,  
r e a l l y  and  d e e p l y ,  she d i d n ' t  m i s s  i t  t o o  m uch . V/hat 
d e s i r e s  she had she c o u ld  s a t i s f y  w i th  o c c a s i o n a l  m a s t u r ­
b a t i o n ,

( C o n t in u e d  on Page 12)
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THE HOMOSEXUAL AS SEEN BY THE uaBRI-üIE COUKSELOH.

L

( C o n t in u e d  f rom  pag e  10)

Vfhen I  t a l k e d  w i th  Mr. Brown he b lam ed h i s  w i f e  f o r  h i s  
own l a c k  o f  d e s i r e .  To p ro v e  h i s  p o i n t  he t o l d  I n  d e t a i l  
o f  h i s  e x c i t i n g  l i f e  p r i o r  t o  m a r r i a g e .  One f o u n d  on 
c a r e f u l  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  t h e  m os t m e a n i n g f u l  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  h a d  b e e n  w i th  a n  o f f i c e r  i n  F ra n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .
L ik e  h i s  w i f e ,  he had had  o c c a s i o n a l  h o m o sex u a l  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s  w i t h  t h i s  one man, b u t  a f t e r w a r d s  h i s  s e x  l i f e  h ad  
been  p u r e l y  h e t e r o s e x u a l .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  seemed t o  
me t o  be t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  women w i th  whom he had  h ad  t h i s  
Jo y o u s  sex  l i f e  h ad  been  e x t r e m e l y  a g g r e s s i v e  an d  e x p e r i e n -  
c ed  women, w i th  whom he n eed ed  m e r e ly  t o  c o o p e r a t e .  He, 
t o o ,  had®"^mpled an  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s i n o e  h i s  
m a r r i a g e  j u s t  t o  p ro v e  t o  h i m s e l f  t h a t  he was a d e q u a t e .
Why d o e s  he n o t  w is h  s e x  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  h i s  w i f e î  Be­
c a u s e  i t ’ s so d u l l .  S h e ’ s J u s t  t h e r e .  He m ust do a l l  
t h e  w o rk .

W ith  o n l y  t h i s  much o f  th e  c a s e  m os t  o f  y ou  who a r e  p s y ­
c h o l o g i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  w cu ld  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  h e r e  we have  
two l a t e n t  h o m o sex u a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  t r y i n g  t o  l i v e  on a  
h e t e r o s e x u a l  l e v e l .  But do we have enough  d a t a  f o r  su ch  
an  a s s u m p t i o n ?  T h is  i s  a  F r e u d i a n  o o n o l u s l c n ,  an d  f o r  
some r e a s o n  F r e u d i a n i s m  h a s  made t h e  d e e p e s t  i m p r e s s i o n  
of., a l l  t h e o r i e s  upon A m erican  s o c i e t y .  I t  c o u ld  be  t h a t  
s i n c e  we a r e  an  a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y ,  we can e n j o y  t h e  i n ­
d u l g e n c e s  of p s y c h o a n a l y s i s .  I t  may be  t h a t  th e  F r e u d ­
i a n s  have been  t h e  m ost a c t i v e  p r o s e l y t e r s .  Or i t  c o u ld  
be t h a t  F r e u d i a n i s m  i s  one o f  th e  few  c o m p le te  t h e o r i e s  
o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  a l l  i t s  r a m i f i c a t i o n s .  W h a tev e r  th e  
r e a s o n ,  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  i n  c u r r e n t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p a r l a n c e  
w o u ld  be f r i g i d i t y  and  im p o te n c e  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  l a t e n t  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  The c u r e ,  of n e c e s s i t y ,  w ould  be p sy c h o ­
a n a l y s i s  w h ic h  would aim e i t h e r  t o  c u re  them o r  t o  h e l p  
them  t o  l i v e  h a p p i l y  a s  h o m o s e x u a l s .

But w h e th e r  t h e  p r a o i t i o n e r  r e c o g n l x a s  o r  n o t  t h a t  t h e s e  
a r e  F r e u d i a n  c o n c e p t s ,  t h e y  have p e r m e a te d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
t h i n k i n g .  L e t  me q u o te  fro m  a  sm a ll  m ag az in e  p u b l i s h e d  
by  a  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  h o u s e  ( l )  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  e d u c a ­
t i o n  o f  p h y s i c i a n s .  The w r i t e r  i s  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  t h e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  p s y c h o s o m a t i c  o b s t e t r i c s  and  
g y n e c o lo g y  i n  one o f  our b e s t  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s .  He s a y s :

F r i g i d i t y  a s  we s ee  i t  to d a y  i s  ein o u tg r o w th  o f  a  woman’ s 
r u n n i n g  away f ro m  h e r  b i o l o g i c a l  d e s t i n y ,  w hich  i s  t o  be 
a  w i f e ,  m o th e r  an d  homemaker. I t  r e f l e c t s  h e r  r e f u s a l  t o  
t a k e  t h e  r o l e  o f  p a s s i v e  homemaker. I n s t e a d ,  she i s  s e e k -  
I n  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  e l s e w h e r e  by co m p e t in g  w i t h  men .  .  .
T h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  l a r g e l y  t h e  end  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
f e m in i n e  e m a n c i p a t i o n  movement . . .  A woman can be an 
a to r a io  s c i e n t i s t ;  she can f l y  p l a n e s ;  sh e  can  be a  s o l d i e r  
I n  t h e  army . . .  Pew s u c c e e d  (how ev er)  b e c a u se  t h i s  i s  
n o t  th e  d e s t i n y  o f  women . . .  The m a j o r i t y  of women i n  
A m erica  t o d a y  c a n n o t  have an  orgasm b e o u a se  o f  t h e i r  a g ­
g r e s s i v e  t e n d e n c i e s .  They a r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  become d e p e n ­
d e n t  upon t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  They t h e m s e l v e s  w ant t o  p u r s u e  
t h e  s e x  a c t .  They w an t  t o  f e e l  a s  a g g r e s s i v e  a s  men . . .  
As she  becomes more fo r w a rd  i n  h e r  dem ands ,  sh e  I s  l i k e l y  
t o  f i n d  a  s u d d e n ly  im p o te n t  h u sb an d  on h e r  h a n d s  .  .  .
Many a  woman w i l l  p u r s u e  a  man, a c u t a l l y  t o  sed u ce  him i n ­
t o  m a r r i a g e ,  o n ly  t o  f i n d  t h a t  a f t e r  a  few  months o r  a  

s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  w i th  him h a s  become d i s t a s t e f u l .
She r e a c h e s  t h e  p o i n t  where she l o o k s  upon h e r  p a s s i v e  
h u sb a n d  w i t h  n o t h i n g  b u t  o c n te  n p t . ,  .

So h e r e  we have  a  co m p le te  t h e o r y  f o r  t h e  Brown c a s e .
The c u r e ?  The f a m i l y  p h y s i c i a n s ,  f o r  whom t h i s  m agaz ine  
I s  w r i t t e n ,  a r e  a d v i s e d  t o  t r y  some homey r e m e d ie s .  May­
be t h e  h u sb an d  can  b e  made more c o n s i d e r a t e  i n  t h e  a c t .  
Maybe t h e y  can  l e a r n  t o  com prom ise .  " I t  may n o t  p r o v i d e  
a  m a g n i f i c e n t  happy  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  th e  g e n e r a l  a v e r a g e  i n  
A m erica  i s  n o t  I d e a l l y  h ap p y .  P e o p le  seem to  b e  c o n t e n t  

I f  t h e y ’ r e  n o t  t o o  m i s e r a b l e , "

S h o u ld  t h i s ,  t h e n ,  be th e  al m o f  m a r r i a g e  c o u n s e l i n g  -  t o  
h e l p  p e o p l e  t o  be n o t  t o o  m i s e r a b l e ?  Maybe i t  I s ,  Mar­
r i a g e  o o u n s e l l n g ,  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i s  n o t  an  e n t i t y .
T h e re  i s  a t  t h e  moment n o t  even a  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l  g ro u p  t o  s e t  s t a n d a r d s .  The N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  
on F a m i ly  R e l a t i o n s  h a s  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  d i v i s i o n  
on m a r r i a g e  c o u n s e l i n g ^  S in c e  many o f  i t s  members a r e  
a c a d e m ic  p e o p l e ,  we m ig h t  d e r i v e  some r e s e a r c h  from  th em . 
The o n l y  o t h e r  g ro u p  i s  o r g a n i z e d  a s  a  p r i v a t e  c lu b  and  
c o n s i s t s  o f  l a w y e r s .  J u d g e s ,  o b s t e t r i c i a n s ,  g y n e c o l o g i s t s ,  
p s y o h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  an d  anyone 
e l s e  who p r a c t i c e s  m a r r ia g e  c o u n s e l i n g .  As y e t ,  e a c h  o f  
u s  e x p r e s s e s  h i s  own o p i n i o n .  So I  s t a t e  f r a n k l y  t h a t  
w h a t  I  g iv e  you  h e r e  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  my own c o n c e p t  and  
t e c h n i q u e s .
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I ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  do n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  p s y c h i a t r i s t ’ s d e f i ­
n i t i o n  o f  th e  r o l e  of women i n  I t  m ig h t  have b e e n
i n  u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  V ie n n a  o f  1 8 ^ 0 ,  f ro m  w hich  t h e  
F r e u d i a n  c o n c e p t s  a r e  d e r i v e d .  B ut t h a t  w as JO y e a r s  
a g o ,  I  have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  we have n e e d  t o  be  l e s s  
s t a t i c  a b o u t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  s e x e s  -  a b o u t  w hat 
o o n s i t i t u t e s  m a s c u l i n i t y  and  f e m i n i n i t y  and  w h a t  a r e  t h e  
l i m i t s  o f  e a c h .

A g a in ,  may I  c i t e  a  c a s e  a s  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  ( C a s e s ,  of 
c o u r s e ,  p r o v e  n o t h i n g .  They a r e  u s e d  m e r e ly  to  s i m p l i ­
f y , )  A b l i n d  woman came t o  see me, e s c o r t e d  by h e r  19*’ 
y e a r - o l d  s o n .  She t o l d  me t h a t  she h ad  s e n s e d  t h a t  h i s  
f r i e n d s  were h o m o s e x u a l .  He had  d e n i e d  i t .  Would I  s p e a k  
w i t h  him an d  l e t  h e r  know? Alone w i th  me, t h e  l a d  made 
no e f f o r t  t o  c o n c e a l  t h e  t r u t h .  H owever,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
h i  was a  h o m o sex u a l  i s  n o t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  h e r e .  I t  
was h i s  a p p e a r a n c e .  He was d a i n t y ,  d e l i c a t e ,  v e r y  b e a u t i ­
f u l  and  b l o n d .  He would  have lo o k e d  s t u n n i n g  i n  w h i t e  
c h i f f o n .

As s c i e n t i s t s  we m us t a t  on ce  a s k  o u r s e l v e s ,  how mascu­
l i n e  i s  h e?  I f  an e n d o c r i n o l o g i s t  w ere t o  examine him 
t h e r e  w o u ld  d o u b t l e s s  be no  e v id e n c e  a s  t o  w h ich  d i r e c t i o n  
he V e e r s .  A n a t o m i c a l l y ,  he i s  o b v i o u s l y  m a le .  I n  r e l a ­
t i o n  t o  o u r  c u r r e n t ,  c u l t u r a l  s t e r e o t y p e ,  h o w ev e r ,  he I s  
d e f i n i t e l y  u n - m a l e .  I n  f a c t ,  o u r  s t e r e o t y p e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  many m a le s  t o  f i t .

I n  S tu d y  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  made by M rs .  H e len  Mayer H a c k e r ,  
s o c i o l o g i s t ,  (2 )  we f i n d  t h a t  o u r  s o c i e t y  h a s  g iv e n  t h e  
m ale  o f  t h e  s p e o l e s  a l m o s t  an i m p o s s i b l e  r o l e  t o  f i l l .
He i s  c o n c e i v e d  o f  a s  l a r g e  an d  b raw n y ,  and  r u t h l e s s  i n  h i s  
p r o g r e s s  t o  s u c c e s s .  As a  s o n ,  b e f o r e  h i s  m a r r i a g e ,  he  i s  
o b e d i e n t ,  d o c i l e  an d  s u b m is s iv e  w i t h  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  ev en  
t h e n  he i s  a g g r e s s i v e  and  c o m p e t i t i v e  w i t h  h i s  p e e r s .  As 
a  h u s b a n d ,  he m u s t  be t h e  s t u r d y ,  p r o t e c t i v e ,  s u p p o r t i v e  
o a k ,  a g g r e s s i v e  i n  s e x  b u t  w i t h  d e l i c a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o f  e v e r y  n u a n c e  o f  h i s  s e x u a l  m a t e ,  t o  awaken h e r  w i t h  
p r o p e r  t e c h n i q u e s  a t  J u s t  t h e  e x a c t  moment t o  t h e  m o s t  e x ­
h i l a r a t i n g  o f  a l l  e c s t a s i e s .

I f  t h i s ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  a c c e p t e d  p a t t e r n ,  c o u ld  we wonder 
t h a t  t h e  d e l i c a t e  f l o w e r  t h i s  m o th e r  b r o u g h t  t o  me w o u ld  
n o t  be a b l e  t o  I d e n t i f y  w i t h  i t  i n  any  way. He w o u ld  n o t

h av e  t o  be o r g a n i c a l l y  h om osexua l  t o  p r e f e r  t h e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p  t o  men i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  a  r o l e  h e o o u ld  n e v e r  ev en  
e x p e c t  t o  p r o x i m a t e .  But I n s t e a d  of a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  | 
c o n c e p t  i s  a t  f a u l t ,  a  good many p r a c t i t i o n e r s  blame t h e  
good o ld  s c a p e g o a t  — woman. I t ’ s h e r  f a u l t .  She h a s  r e n ­
d e re d  t h e  male I m p o t e n t .  But w here e l s e  c o u ld  t h e  young  
man whose o a se  I  have  c i t e d  f i n d  c o m f o r t i n g  l o v e  i n  a  s e x  
l i f e ?  The woman who w ould  be h i s  l o v e r  would  be r e g a r d e d  
a s  a  p’s y o h o p a t h  who i s  l i v i n g  w i t h  a  s o n ,  ^

The c l i c h e s  r e g a r d i n g  f e m in in e  g o a l s  of b e h a v io r  a r e  ev en  
more rem oved fro m  a c t u a l i t y  t h a n  a r e  t h o s e  of t h e  m a le ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  ty p e  o f  i n t e r e s t  she  
m us t  h a v e .  The u p p e r  m id d le  c l a s s  V ie n n e se  fe m a le  of I 89O, 
w i t h  whom F re u d  h a d  c o n t a c t ,  was co n fo rm in g  to  a  n a r r o w  
s t r u c t u r e .  How can  we p o s s i b l y  u s e  t h i s  a s  a  m e a s u r in g  
r o d  f o r  o u r  women?

Our e d u c a t i o n  c o n t r a d i c t s  e v e r y  t e n e t  o f  su ch  a  t h e o r y .
I f  we e d u c a t e  women i n  a t h l e t i c s  can  we b ra n d  them f o r  
b e i n g  s u p e r b  a t h l e t e s ?  I f  a  woman com petes  h e r e  w i t h  men 
sh e  i s  b r a n d e d  a s  h a v in g  " p e n i s - e n v y "  or " m a s c u l in e  p r o ­
t e s t "  o r  b e i n g  a  h o m o s e x u a l .  I t  would  seem t o  me t o  be 
s i m p l e r  t o  s a y  t h a t  f e m i n i n i t y  i s  a n y th i n g  t h a t  f e m a le s  
l i k e  t o  d o .  I f  we e d u c a t e  women i n  s o i e n o e  can  we o r l t l -  
o l z e  th em  f o r  w a n t in g  t o  be  s o l e n t l s t s ?

I n  a  s t u d y  made o f  t h e  I . a .  l e v e l  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h o u s e h o ld  
t a s k s  (3 ) i t  was fo u n d  t h a t  some o f  them oan be p e r f o rm e d  
b y  women w i t h  an 1 . 0 ,  of 60.  Can we e x p e o t  t o  p e r m a n e n t l y  
c o n f i n e  our Madame C u r i e s  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
t h e y  may be c o n s i d e r e d  fe m in t?  T h is  I s  t h e  d ilemm a of 
m odern  woman, l i v i n g  i n  an  a n t i - f e m a l e  s o c i e t y  t h a t  
I s  g ro w in g  more and more s o .  She s t i l l  m ust o f t e n  s e l e o t  
b e tw e e n  m a r r i a g e  and a  c a r e e r  -  w h ic h  means t h a t  she  l i v e s  
w i t h  women r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  men, w h e th e r  she  i s  o r  i s  n o t  
b a s l o a l l y  h o m o s e x u a l .

One a d d i t i o n a l  o l i o h e  i s  t h a t  a  m o th e r  c a n n o t  be b o t h  a  
c a r e e r  woman a n d  a  good m o th e r .  T h i s ,  t o o ,  h a s  been ex ­
p l o d e d  i n  a  s t u d y  made a t  Colum bia  U n i v e r s i t y  ( 4 ) ,  I t  
was fo u n d  t h a t  th e  w o rk in g  m o th e r  i s  a c t u a l l y  more i n t e r ­
e s t e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h e r  o h i l d r e n  t h a n  i s  o f t e n  
t h e  h o u s e w i f e ,  who may grow w ea ry  of h e r  c o n s t a n t  l i f e  i n  
t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n f i n e



women t o  t h e  ^ o n o e p t  o f  h o u s e w i f e ,  some 2 J  m i l l i o n  women 
w orked  i n  1957  (5 )  and  a b o u t  13 | - m i l l i o n  e i t h e r  w orked  a t  
p a r t - t i m e  Jo b s  or worked a t  f u l l - t i m e  Jo b s  f o r  h a l f  o f  
t h e  y e a r  o r  l e s s  -  a n d  a  g r e a t  many o f  them  w ere m a r r i e d  -  
a n d  many o f  th e m  r e m a in e d  m a r r i e d  an d  made e x o e l l e n t  mo­
t h e r s .

One s e e m in g ly  l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a n t l - f e m a l l s m  
i n  o u r  c u l t u r e  i s  t i n t  i f  t h e  male l i v e s  up t o  t h e  h i g h l y  
a r t l f i o a l  g o a l s  w h lo h  th e  c u l t u r e  h a s  g iv e n  t h e  c o n c e p t  
of b e i n g  m a l e ,  he  must have a  p a s s i v e  f e m a le  a s  a  c o u n t e r ­
p a r t ,  e l s e  t h e  r o l e  becom es t o o  much f o r  him t o  f u l f i l l .  
T h i s  i s  v e r y  h a rd  on b o th  men a n d  women. Would i t  n o t  be 
e a s i e r  t o  have jome v a l i d  d a t a  as  t o  w h a t  i s  f e m i n i n i t y  
and  m a s o u l l n i t y ?  1 am s u r e  t h a t  a l l  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  
w o u ld  a g r e e  t h a t  we n e e d  s u c h  a  s e a r c h .

S o ,  l e t  u s  r e t u r n  to  U r .  A M rs ,  B ro w i ,  We have h e r e  a  
c l a s s i c a l  e a s e ,  i f  we w ish  t o  u s e  i t ,  o f  l a t e n t  homosex­
u a l i t y  as  t h e  b a s i s  o f  f r i g i d i t y  an d  im p o t e n c e .  I  p r e f e r ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t o  use  K i n s e y ’ s c o n c e p t  -  t h a t  a l l  o f  u s  have 
v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  many t r a i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  sex  d r i v e .  F or  
some, th e  d r i v e  i s  n o t  g r e a t  enough  t o  w a r r a n t  t h e  e x ­
e r t i o n  o f  i r o n i n g  o u t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t i e s ,  
i f  t h e y  a re  g r e a t .

F o r  M rs .  Brown t h i s  i s  n o t  t o o  s e r i o u s ,  s i n c e  o u r  c u l t u r e  
p l a c e s  a  prem ium on t h e  woman who i s  p a s s i v e ,  who i s  t h e  
r e c e p t o r ,  who p l a c e s  t h e  b u r d e n  on th e  male to  s t i m u l a t e ^  
h e r  t o  o rg a s m .  But f o r  Mr. Brown, who seems t o  be a  male 
o f  low b i o l o g l o a l  d r i v e ,  t.he b u rd e n  i s  more d i f f i c u l t .
When he had a n  a g g r e s s i v e  fem ale  t o  l e a d ,  he c o u ld  e n j o y  
s e x  r e l a t i o n s .  He, t o o ,  i s  p a s s i v e .  But o u r  c u l t u r e  d o e s  
n o t  p e r m i t  him to  b e .  So he blame s t h e  f e m a l e .  P e r h a p s  
t h i s  e a s e  i s  n o t  c o m p l i c a t e d  a t  a l l .  P e r h ^ s  we have two 
i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  low s e x u a l  e n e r g y  whose r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n  
n e v e r  be more t h a n  lu k ew arm . I f  s o ,  w hat c a n  be done 
f o r  th em ?

I  do n o t  l a y  a n y  c l a i m s  to  my c o u n s e l i n g  b e i n g  s c i e n t i f i c .  
I t  g ro w s  o u t  o f  my a t t i t u d e s  and e x p e r i e n c e s .  P e r h a p s  
one m ig h t  say  t h a t  i t  i s  s t r i c t l y  S t e l n e r i a n .

R e g a r d in g  h i s  n a g g in g  h e r  f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t  home, I  p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  c o m p u l s io n s  a r e  h i s  -  n o t  h e r s  -  and t h a t

e a c h  of u s  s h o u ld  be s l a v e s  t o  o u r  own c o m p u l s io n s ,  
s h o u ld  we c a r e  t o  r e t a i n  th e m .  As f o r  h e r  l a c k  o f  i n ­
t e r e s t  i n  h o u se w o rk ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  f e m in in e  
a b o u t  h o u se w o rk .  When we b o i l  i t  dovm t o  s p e c i f i c  t a s k s ,  
m o s t  o f  them  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  m a s c u l in e  i n  i n d u s t r y :  d i s h ­
w a s h in g ,  f l o o r  p o l i s h i n g ,  f u r n i t i u ' e  p o l i s h i n g ,  c o o k in g ,  
l a u n d r y  machine a t t e n d a n t ,  e l e c t r i c a l  r e p a i r m a n ,  f i r e m a n ,  
s n o w - s h o v e l e r ,  p u r c h a s i n g  a g e n t ,  c h a u f f e u r ,  e t c . ,  e t c .
O n ly  a  few  of th e  t a s k s  would be c o n s i d e r e d  f e m in in e  e n ­
d e a v o r s  by I n d u s t r y :  d r e s s m a k i n g ,  d i e t i c i a n ,  n u r s e .
But f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  Jobs  t h e r e  a r e  v a r y i n g  a p t i t u d e s ,  
and i t  i s  n o n s e n s e  t o  s a y  t h a t  a  woman h as  a p t i t u d e  and 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  t a s k s  m e r e ly  b ecau se  she i s  a  woman.

In  M rs. Brown we hav e  t h e  t y p i c a l  ex am p le  o f  a  woman o f  
h ig h  I . a .  and  e d u c a t i o n  who i s  s t a g n a t i n g  an d  b o r e d .  A 
g r e a t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  t h a t  she  h a s  a  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  
c h i l d r e n  b u t  w a n ts  none o f  h e r  own. « e r e ,  t o o ,  we r u n  
i n t o  a  f a m i l i a r  c l i c h e  -  t h e  n o rm al  man an d  woman must 
have a  deep d e s i r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  I  q u e s t i o n  t h i s .  On 
vihat w ou ld  we b a se  su ch  a n  a s s u m p t io n ?  I s  i t  abnorm al 
n o t  to  want t o  b r i n g  f o r t h  c h i l d r e n ?  Mrs. Brown g i v e s  a  
r e a s o n  t h a t  so u n d s  p l a u s i b l e .  She s a y s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
t o o  much m i s e r y  i n  t h e  w o r ld  to  w a n t ' t o  b r i n g  a  c h i l d  t o  
s u f f e r  i t .  She w ou ld  r a t h e r  t r y  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  m is e ry  
o f  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  a l r e a d y  h e r e .  Some m ig h t  c o n c lu d e  t h a t ^  
t h i s  i s  a  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  M ig h t  we n o t  e q u a l l y  s a y  t h a t  
i t  i s  a  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  t o  w ant t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  s e e m in g ly  
i n t e l l i g e n t  r e p l y ?  I  w ould  know o f  no a u t h o r i t y  by w h ich  

t o  answ er  t h i s ,  I

Vihat Mrs. Brown a n d  I  f i n a l l y  w orked  o u t  was t h a t  sh e  
c o u ld  e a r n  enough  a s  a s t e n o g r a p h e r  tv/o d a y s  a  week t o  
h i r e  someone t o  r e l i e v e  h e r  o f  t h e  d r u d g e r y  she c a l l e d  
h o u sew o rk  and  t o  keep  th e  house  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  h e r  
o r d e r l y  husband  w a n te d .  For  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t im e  she 
r e t u r n e d  t o  s c h o o l  t o  t r a i n  h e r s e l f  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
l i f e  a s  a  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  At l e a s t  she  would be 
u s i n g  h e r  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  some s o c i a l  g o o d .
But we s t i l l  have l e f t  th e  s e x  p ro b lem  u n s o l v e d .  Or have 
we? I t  w ou ld  seem t o  me t h a t  a b o u t  a l l  we c an  a s k  o f  
t h e s e  two i s  t h a t  t h e y  be good f r i e n d s  and  t h a t  on t h o s e  
o c c a s i o n s  when one o r  t h e  o t h e r  h a p p e n s  t o  have some d e ­
s i r e  t h e y  t r y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  o t h e r  to  a c t i o n .  We have



no b a s i s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s e x  con e v e r  be a  g r e a t  and e x ­
h i l a r a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  e i t h e r  o f  th e m .

But l e t  u s  say  t h a t  we a d h e r e  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  t h e o r y  t h a t  
t h e s e  two a r e  b a s i c a l l y  h o m o s e x u a l .  What t h e n ?  Do we 
c u r e  th em ?  I  w o u l d n ' t  know. I  d o n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  I n  
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  h a s  c o n c l u s i v e  d a t a  a s  t o  w h a t  homo­
s e x u a l i t y  c o n s i s t s  o f  -  so how c a n  I  c u r e  i t ?  I t  i s  l i k e  
t h e  c u r r e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  on p r e v e n t i n g  m e n ta l  i l l n e s s .  I f  
we d o n ' t  know what c a u s e s  i t  how can  we p r e v e n t  i t ?  I f  
Mr. an d  M rs. Brown c a n  l i v e  r e l a x e d  and  p r o d u c t i v e  l i v e s ,  
t h a t  i s  a b o u t  a l l  a  m a r r i a g e  c o u n s e l o r  c an  do f o r  th em .
As t h e y  l i v e ,  t h e y ' l l  l e a r n .  Maybe t h e y ' l l  d e v e lo p  some 
more p o w e r f u l  s e x  d r i v e s .  Maybe t h e n  t h e y ' l l  have a  
n e e d  f o r  a  b a s i c  s e x  a d j u s t m e n t .  I f  n o t ,  t h e y  c a n  l i v e  
p e a c e f u l l y  a s  roo m m ates ,  w h e re a s  b e f o r e  t h e y  were t e a r i n g  
a t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  e x p e c t i n g  t h i n g s  t h e y  had no 
r i g h t  to  e x p e c t  from  t h e  o t h e r .

You m ig h t  a s k ,  viould my h a n d l i n g  o f  th e  c a se  have been  
any  d i f f e r e n t  i f  Mr. and Mi s .  Brown had  b een  p r a c t i c i n g  
h o m o s e x u a ls?  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  A l l  an y  c o u n s e l o r  c a n  
d o ,  w i t h  o u r  p r e s e n t  l i m i t e d  k n o w le d g e ,  i s  t o  h e l p  two 
p e o p le  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  an d  a c c e p t  e a c h  o t h e r .  The l a r g e r  
i s s u e s  a w a i t  r e s e a r c h .  "'e d o n ' t  know th e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  
o f  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  i n  t e r m s  t h a t  v/e c a n  do a n y t h i n g  d e f i ­
n i t e  and  p o s i t i v e  a b o u t .  T h a t ,  my r e a d e r s ,  i s  y o u r  p r o ­
b le m ,  You a re  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s  upo n  w h ich  su ch  r e ­
s e a r c h  w ould  be b u i l t .  You a re  t h e  o n e s  who m us t i n i t i a t e ,  
c a r r y  on an d  p u b l i s h  su ch  r e s e a r c h .  You have t h e  v i r g i n  
s o i l  w i t h  w hich  t o  w o r k .  As f a r  a s  I  am a w a r e ,  you  have no 
c o m p e t i t i o n .  You have  no ‘t r u e  d a t a  w i t h  w h ich  to  co m p e te .

(1 )  Mandy, D^. A r th u r  J . ;  STATE OP MIND, ’̂e b . ,  I 958,  
p u b l i s h e d  by G ib a ,  " F r i g i d i t y  a n d  F e m i n i n i t y . "

( 2 ) H a c k e r ,  Mrs, H e len  M ayer; i n  a  b r o a d c a s t  on " P s y ­
c h o l o g i c a l l y  S p eaJc in g ,"  WEVD U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  A i r ,
J a n .  16 ,  195s .  B ased  on an  a r t i c l e  i n  MARRIAGE AND 
PAKILY LIVING, A u g . ,  1 9 5 8 ,  "New B u rd en s  o f  M a s c u l i n i t y . "

{3 ) H a r t l e y ,  D r ,  R u th  i b i d ,  f o r  J a n .  2 3 ,  1 9 5 8 ,  B ased  on 
" S p e c i a l  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  on D eve lopm ent o f  Viomen's 
R o l e s , "  C olum bia  U n i v e r s i t y  ( a s  y e t  u n p u b l i s h e d ) .

( 4) I b i d .
( 5 ) " i i h a t ' s  New About Viomen W o rk e r s " ;  U .S ,  D ep a r tm e n t  o f  

L abor L e a f l e t  ¿-18, r e v i s e d  1 9 5 8 .

Another Author Heard From ...
Pa u u  Ch r i s t i a n ,  a u t h o r  o f  edge of T.HILIGHT ( s e e  l e s b i a n a ,  LADDER,
FEBRUARY 1959) RECENTLY WROTE TO U S , AND WE ASKED HER FOR SOME 
b a c k g r o u n d  M ATERIAL CONCERNING H ERSELF AND HER PURPOSE IN W RITING 
ON THE LESB IA N  THEME. HERE IS  WHAT SHE HAD TO SAY

Th r o u g h  my own e x p e r i e n c e  a t  F a w c e t t ,  i t  sh o u ld  b e  u n d e r st o o d  t h a t  
A p u b l i s h e r  (w it h  t h e  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  n a t io n  in  m in d ) can n o t 
a l l o w  t h i s  th e m e  TO BE PRCWOTTED AS SOt/ETHING TO BE ADMIRED AND DE­
S IR E D . NOR CAN A PU BLISH ER IN THE PAPERBACK F IE L D  EXPECT THE GEN­
ERAL P U B LIC  TO ACCEPT A TRULY SO PHISTICATED TREATMENT WHERE THERE 
IS  NO JU S T IF IC A T IO N  FOR T H IS  "D EV IA TIO N " WITH A GREAT DEAL OF W H Y'S , 
W HEREFORE'S AND "WE HATE OURSELVES BUT WHAT CAN WE D O ." T H IS  MAY AC­
COUNT FOR M ISS A LD R IC H 'S  TREATMENT IN HER BOOKS, BUT I ' L L  ADMIT I 

j  t h a t  IT  WOULD HAVE SEEN MORE ACCURATE IF  SHE HAD MADE A 

POINT TO INSERT THAT MANY HOMOSEXUALS L IV E  Q U IE T , UNASSUMING AND 

RESPO N SIBLE L IV E S .

FOR INSTANCE, I WOULD BE VERY EMBARRASSED TO HAVE TO T E L L  MY PA - j
RENTS THAT I AM A LESB IA N  AND HAVE ONLY M ISS A LD R IC H 'S  BOOKS TO 
SHOW THEM AS REPRESEN TATIVE OF THE LESB IA N  WAY OF L I F E .

/iHICH BRINGS ME TO MY OWN APPROACH TO E  OF T .  IF  I HEAR ANOTHER 
LESB IA N  WHINE ABOUT WHY T H IS  WX3RLO IS  SO CR U EL , OR THE l-C A N 'T -  
H E L P - IT -A T T IT U D E , I THINK I ' L L  JO IN  MISS A LD R IC H 'S  S ID E  OF THE 
FEN C E . Y e t  ( in  my MORE COMPASSIONATE MOfWENTS) THESE ARE P R EC IS E LY  4  
t h e  women who n e e d  THE MOST UNDERSTANDING AND EDUCATION . . .  AS DO 

T H E IR  F A M IL IE S  AND FR IEN D S .

I WAS SO VERY S IC K  OF T H IS  BREA ST-BEA TIN G , BEAD-COUNTING UNDERTONE 
IN CURRENT LESB IA N  NOVELS THAT I WANTED TO TRY TO WRITE A NOVEL 
WHICH D ID N 'T  ATTEMPT TO SAY WHY, ONLY WHAT ¿ S  WITHOUT SOUNDING 
l i k e  A CLUSTER OF EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED OR RETARDED TEEN-AGERS 

HUDDLING AGAINST THE SNOWBALLS OF S O C IETY ,

Y E S , I WROTE ANOTHER BOOK CALLED ANOTHER KIND OF LOVE WHICH FAW­
C ETT  PURCHASED A YEAR AGO. THEY HAVE NOT AS Y ET  PUBLISHED I T ;  NOR 
IS  IT  EVEN SCHEDULED IIWMEOIATELY. T H IS  SECOND BOOK ( I F  I MAY SAY



so)  IS  MUCH BETTER  WRITTEN THAN THE F IR S T .  PLEA SE KEEP  IN MIND 
THAT I Aivt A NOVICE who' SORT OF " F E L L  INTO" T H IS  PSELOO-CAREER OF 
V lR ITIN G  BOOKS. I ’ VE HAD A GOOD DEAL TO LEARN AMO TAKE NO SMALL 
AMOUNT OF P R ID E  IN MY OWN TH ICK-SKU LLED  PROGRESS.

ABOUT THE ONLY WAY OF GETTING ANY ACTION FOR THE PUBLICATIO N  OF 
T H IS  SECOND BOOK WOULD BE I F  READERS WOULD W RITE IN AND ASK FOR 
MORE BOOKS WRITTEN BY "YOURS (BLUSH ING) T R U L Y ."  BUT T H IS  I FEAR 

IS  ASKING TOO MUCH OF ANYONE.

AS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT M YSELF , TH ER E ’ S  NOT ENOUGH TO SUMMARIZE 
AND TOO MUCH TO GO INTO D E T A IL . I ’ M ANOTHER HUMAN BEING TRYING TO 
GET ALONG IN THE IW RLD , L IK E  EVERYONE E L S E . A CTU A LLY , THE BACK­

GROUND ANO GENERAL INFORMATION IN E  OF T  WAS (FOR THE MOST PART) 
BIO GRAPHICAL WITH ADDITIONS ANO DELETIO N S FOR THE SAKE OF DRAMA­

T IC  IMPACT.

I CONFESS I am NOT A DEDICATED LE S B IA N . THAT I S ,  ONE WHO THINKS 
T H IS  IS  THE ONLY WAY OF L I F E ,  THAT THE R ES T  OF THE WORLD CAN GO 
JUMP IN THE L A K E ; NOR ONE WHO WISHES TO MAKE THE WORLD SAFE FOR 
THE NEXT GENERATION OF HOMOSEXUALS. I WOULD PREFER  IT  IF  PSYCH IA­
TRY COULD l e a r n  ENOUGH ABOUT THE SU BJEC T TO H ELP THOSE OF US MHO 
DO NOT B E L IE V E  HONWSEXUALITY IS  THE B E S T  OF A LL  P O S S IB LE  WORLDS.
E v e n  a s  i t  e a s i e r  t o  d e a l  w it h  l i f e  i f  yo u  a r e  w h it e  in s t e a d  o f  n e ­
g r o ,  CH RISTIAN  INSTEAD OF JE W IS H , OR ANY OTHER KIND OF M IN O RITY ,
IT  WOULD BE SIM PLER  T O 'bE  1\HAT SO C IETY  IMPOSES AS "NORMAL" AND BE 
DELIGHTED TO HAVE A HUSBAND ANO B A B IE S  WITH NO OTHER CONTRADICTORY 
THOUGHT EVER CLUTTERIN G THE BRA IN .

FOR m any OF U S , T H IS  IS  NOT P O S S IB L E , HOWEVER. IT  IS  THEREFORE OUR 
CROSS TO BEAR (NOT THE WORLD’ S ) AND I B E L IE V E  IT  SHOULD BE BORNE *  

WITH D IG N IT Y , IN TEG R ITY  ANO D IS C R ET IO N . THERE IS  A TENDENCY AMONG 
MANY HOMOSEXUALS -  AT LE A S T , W ITHIN MY OWN AREA OF FR IEN D S -  TO 
MAKE T H IS  STATE THE APEX OF T H E IR  E X IS T E N C E , TO THINK OF NOTHING 
E L S E  ANO L IV E  ONLY FOR THE EXPRESSIO N OF A SEX  PREFEREN C E. IT  IS  
PERHAPS T H IS  T R A IT  VtfHiCH HAS G IVEN  US THE REPUTATION OF BEIN G  IR ­
R ES PO N SIB LE . Th e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t h in g s  in  l i f e  i f  w e ca n  o p e n  o u r  
IN TERESTS ENOUGH TO ENABLE US TO PLACE THE SEXUAL ASPECT OF L I F E  
IN IT S  PROPER PROPORTION TO THE WHOLE OF THE IN D IV ID U A L. PERHAPS 
A BETTER  WAY TO PUT IT  WOULD 8E  THAT SO MANY LESB IA N S SEEM TO 
m a k e  an  ABSOLUTE PROFESSION OUT OF IT  TO THE EXCLUSION OF A LL

e l s e .

BUT I DO B E L IE V E  IN V,HAT YOU ARE TRYING TO DO. I DO THINK THAT A 
MUCH GREATER UNDERSTANDING CAN BE BROUGHT TO THE HETEROSEXUAL WORLD 
. . . B U T  ONLY THROUGH OUR OWN FA IT H  IN OURSELVES AND THE L IV IN G  DOWN 
OF THE MISINFORMATION WHICH HAS PRECEDED U S . I HOPE YOUR ORGANIZA­
TION CAN HELP TO BRING T H IS  ABOUT. BUT I DO NOT ENVY YOU YOUR 
T A S K . YOU W ILL  BE FOUGHT BY THE VERY PEOPLE YOU RE TRYING TO 
H E L P . I t  i s  v e r y  human t o  e x p e c t  dob TO cXJSTIFY AND EXCUSE RATHER 
THAN TO ENCOURAGE A REV ISED  SELF-O PIN IO N  ANO ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
SO C IETY W£ L IV E  IN S IN CE MUCH OF TH E HOMOSEXUAL STATE SEEMS TO BE 
A REBELLIO N  AGAINST T H IS  SAfcE S O C IE T Y .

VAL EXPECTED MENTO DESIRE HER...
Saph>stic«t«4. witty. a ttrK tiv «

V a l M acO r« 9 or waa on# of intaf-Am «Yican'a 
meat popu la r atawardeaaaa.

Thera waa about her e  p reve ca lw e  
aw ereneaa o f her o w q  aeneuelily that 

emc>te4 man. artd V a l tuity enjoyed 
the ir eeger ettentiona. N ever had aha 

•Ivan thought to  any ether h<nd o f leva.

Then  erre day lovely, dark-eyed Ton i 
waa aaaigned to  be  her co-atew ardeaa 

fr o m  the ir h ret m om an i o f m ea ling  
V a l aeneed aom ething oddly 

d iaturb ing about the g in  

N o t until later d id  aha realiae what >i waa - 
and then it wea m uch too  late !

B D O e  O P  TW U.IOH T Oftdrg •
reWehMtely rMlIgrto i f tow nt of w«

r o l l i  i i a i « f t
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LESBIANA
BY g en e  Damon

164.  DROLES DE j'lM S BY P H Y L L IS  BOTTOME, SHORT STORY IN u iL L S  OF 

G LA So , Va n g u a r d ,  1958- 59.

165.  STREET? AND S'-'ADOV’.S BY teRCEDES DE >XOSTA. ivJbFFAT t  YARD, 

NEW Y o r k ,  1922.

S  S l i m  v o lu m e  o f  v e r s e ,  t e c h n ic a l l y  im p e r f e c t  b u t  s l b j e c t i v e l y  
VERY REWARDING. OF PARTICUU-iR IN TEREST -  "R E S T "  AND "LO ST

Id e a l . "

166.  THE TRE’O IS UP BY An th o n y  .e s t .  Random h o u s e ,  i 960.

On e  o f  t h e  " n ew  t r e n d "  n o v e l s  in  w h ic h  b o t h  m a l e  an d  f e ­
m a l e  HOMOSEXUALS PLAY IMPORTANT ROLES AND ARE PRESENTED
w it h o u t  p r e j u d i c e .  E x c e l l e n t  w r it in g  and  im p o r t a n t  c r i ­
t i c a l  a t t e n t io n  m a r k  t h i s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  n o v e l s  o f  TE£  

YEA R . H ig h l y  r ec o m m en d ed .

167.  iv£ET i,A R ILYN  BY Slo a n e  M. B R IT A IN . ;V|Dwood T o w er ,  i960.

In ter w o v en  p l o t  w it h  '.'iAn y  c h a r a c t e r s  in c l u d e s  a  h ig h l y  co n­
s t r u c t i v e  L e s b i a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h ic h  e m p h a s iz e s  p e w ia n e n c e  
and  r e l i a b i l i t y  in  p e r s o n a l  l i f e .  Th e  l o v e  b e t w e e n  Ma r i l y n  
AND L iz a  i s  w e l l  t o l d  a n d  e v e n l y  b a l a n c e d  w it h  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  b o o k .  S y m p a t h e t ic  w it h o u t  m a u d l in  a p p r o a c h  -  an d  o n e  c f  

t h e  b e t t e r  p a p e r b a c k  t r e a t m e n t s .

168.  THE d o u b l e  v i e ; ;  b y  c h a n d l e r  3ROSSARO, D i a l  Pr e s s ,  i 960.

VERY "FA R  OUT" NOVEL ABOUT PEO PLE LOST IN T H E IR  OWN PER­
SONAL H E L L S , b o t h  m a le  AND F E i.A L E  HOMOSEXUALS ARE PRE­

SEN TED . Av a n t  g a r d e .

"Ch e e r s  f o r  t h e  b e s t  i s s u e  o f  THE LADDER ( J a n .  1961) w h ic h  I ha.v e  
YET  s e e n  -  AND L E T  M E, MOST EMPHATICALLY AGREE WITH YOUR E D I­
T O R IA L . . E  DON'T NEED A 'B I L L  OF R IGHTS FOR HOMOSEXUALS’ -  WE 
NEED A DECLAR/OT I ON OF HUMAN R IG H TS ; ThE  R IG H TS OF A LL  PEO PLE , 
WHATEVER T H E IR  LOVE L I F E ,  TO L IV E  TO THE FU LLEST  PROVIDED THEY 

CAUSE NO HARM TO ANYONE E L S E .

" I  WOULD PARAPHRASE THE FAMOUS PHRASE ABOUT STATES R IGHTS AND 
S A Y : HOMOSEXUALS HAVE NO R IG H TS ; ONLY PEOPLE HAVE R IG H T S . EV­
ERY INDIVIDUAL HAS H IS  OWN R IG H TS , BE HE A HOMOSEXUAL, A I'EGRO,
A ■:,;UAKER, OR A MEMBER OF EVERY MAJORITY GROUP INCLUDING
T ve  Ro t a r y  Cl u b  a n d  t h e  m id d l e  c l a s s .  ( I  know a  f e w  h o iw s e x u a l s

WHO HAVE V IRTU ALLY  DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO STAMPING OUT HETERO­

S E X U A L IT Y !)

"V A LE R IE  TAYLO R’ S  LONG A R T IC LE  WAS THE SORT OF THING YOU SHOULD 
p u b l i s h  MORE OF -  GRANTED THAT YOU COULD GET I T ;  I IMAGINE SUCH 
a r t i c l e s  ARE FEW AND FAR BETVyEEN. I FOUND MYSELF SAYING 'Y E S , 
Y E S , Y E S ’ ON EVERY PAGE -  PARTICULARLY TO THE ONE REfJARK SHE MADE 
a b o u t  b i s e x u a l s  who 'CONCEAL TH E IR  NATURES BECAUSE THEY GET H ELL 
FROM BOTH S I D E S . ’ INDEED Y E S . S IN C E WRITING THE TWO 'BORDER- 
U sND' A R T IC L E S , THE FEW PEOPLE WHO KNOW MY ID EN TITY HAVE BEEN 
ENCOURAGING ME WITH A LL  T H E IR  H EARTS, B LES S  THEM, TO COME OUT OF 
H ID IN G AND L IV E  FR E E LY  AS A HCHMOSEXUAL -  Q U ITE MIS-.ING THE POINT 
OF THE EN T IR E  A R T IC L E , THAT FOR PEOPLE OF T H IS  PARTICULAR SO RT, 
EXC LU SIV E  HOMOSEXUAL ORIENTATION IS  JU ST  AS IM POSSIBLE AS THE 
L I F E  OF THE GOOD HOMEY HAUSFRAU! OR E LS E  THEY Q UITE M ISS THE 
POINT AND ASSUME THAT I AM PERPETUALLY GRIPPED BY AN INSANE DE­
S IR E  TO PLUNGE INTO O RG IES OF THE TYPE DESCRIBED IN THE VARIOUS 
WORk€  OF THE s h a d y  P R E S S , MORE NOTABLE FOR QUANTITY AND D IV ER ­
S IT Y  OF P A RT IC IPA N TS THAN FOR ANY Q U A L IT IES  OF EMOTION OR TEN­

DER COMPANIONSHIP.

" I  F E L T  SIN CERE G R IE F  AT HEARING OF THE DEATH OF OR. B A K ER . THE 
LA TE teARJORIE L IV IN G STO N , SCHOLAR AND WRITER OF EXCELLEN T H IS ­
TO RICA L NO VELS, F IR S T  INTRODUCED ME TO H ER ; AND IT  WAS T H IS  W4HICH



EVENTUALLY BROUGHT ME INTO CONTACT WITH YOUR GROUP. I KNOW THE 
LOS-- '/VE H.-.VE A LL  SU FFER ED . Y E T , SO TENUOUS '.RE THESE L IT T L E  S P I ­
DER THREADS OF HUMAN CONTACT, IT  SEEMS L IK E L Y  TO ME, AND I ' m SURE 
D R . B a k e r  h e r s e l f  w u l o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  to  s a y  s o ,  t h a t  t h e  
r i p p l e s  w h ic h  s h e  s t i r r e d  w i l l ,  so m e d a y ,  r i s e  in t o  a  w a v e .  ATD 
s i n c e  no d r o p  o f  w a t e r  c a r  b e  MOVED WITHOUT MOVING THE S E A , IT  
IS  VERY L IK E L Y  THAT T H IS  IN V IS IB L E  TUG OF HUMAN RELATIO N 9T IPS  
W ILL  BRING OTHER HANDS AND HEARTS ANO MINOS TO YOU, TO CARRY ON 

THE WORK SHE BEGAN.

" L E T ’ S HAVE MORE ISSU ES L IK E  T H IS , AND LE S S  FLA BBY 'F IC T IO N . '"

Mir ia m  Ga r d n e r ,  T e x a s

» ♦ T

"..H AT A F IN E  IDEA TO PR IN T A B IG A IL  SANFORD'S TRANSLATION OF THE 
FROUST s e l e c t i o n ;  (TH E U i iD E R , De c . ,  I960) Co u ld  wE n o t  h a v e  A 

L IT T L E  NOTE IN THE NEAR FUTURE INFORMING THE CLPIO US READER OF 
IT S  BACKGROUND? IS  T H IS  THE ONLY ENGLISH TRANSLATION? IF  NOT, 
WHERE E LS E  HAS IT  APPE.'.REO? IS  T H IS  A P IE C E  ALREADY WELL KNOV'W 

TO RE.'DERS OF FRENCH, OR IS  IT  A 'F IN D '?

"JUDGING BY THE DATE G IV EN , IT  MUST HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY A 2 2 -  
YEAR PLD PROUST, IS THIS READER M ISTAKEN IN SEEIN G  IN IT  A MORE 
OUTSPOKEN DEFENSE OF THE MORALITY OF HOMOSEXUALITY THAN PROUST 
WA:. LATER TO PUT INTO H IS  VDNIA'.ENTAL WORK? ( 'HOW CAN WE CONDEIJN 
H A B ITS  WHICH SOCRATES . . .  SO ChCERFULLY SANCTIONED AW3NG H IS  
CLOSE F R IN E D S ,' E T C . )  ;^nHAPS THE TRANSLATOR WOULD SUPPLY US 

WITH HER COM.ENTARY ON THE P IE C E ?

"SURELY t h e r e  MUST BE OTHER READERS OF THE L\DDER WHO IVOULD WEL­
COME MORE SELECTIO N S SUCH AS T H IS !  IF WE CANNOT ATTRACT VERY 
M UCH ^ ALITY F IC T IO N , L E T  US AT LEA ST  HAVE TRANSLATIONS OR R E ­
PR IN TS OF GREAT 1*JR IT ER S  OF Tl-E P A S T . . . "

" J a y  A LLA C E'S  'L o c u st-Ye a r s '  was a  s i .m ply  l o v e l y  s to r y  ( in  your

CH RISTÎW S i s s u e ) .  SLC  h a s  CERTA IN LY CAUGHT THE TYRE OF FEELIN G S 
WHICH SURGE THROUGH A GAY WOMAN PAST THE AGE OF 3 5 , WHO’ S NOT NE­
C E S S A R ILY  A 'GRAN N Y,' BUT IS  AMONG THOSE WHO'VE ONLY DISCOVERED 
T H E IR  MOST IMPORTANT LEANINGS AFTER  MARRIAGE.

" JA Y  HAS ALSO EXPRESSED HOST ACCURATELY, THROUGH CONNIE IN T H IS  
STO RY , THE TRUE IN SIG N IFICAN CE OF A G E , OR D IFFEREN CE IN A G ES , IN 
THE l e s b i a n  l i f e  -  SOMETHING A PErÆON NEW IN T H IS  KINO OF L IF E  
DOES NOT R E A L IZ E  AT F IR S T  AND CAN BECOME QUITE CONCERNED ABOUT -  
UN N ECESSARILY .

" I 'O  ENVOY MORE SHORT STO R IES  IN T H IS  VEIN  AND CAN'IT HELP F E E L ­
ING THAT THERE ARE MANY l.-ORE AMONG YOUR READERS WHO WOULD. J a Y 

'.V ALLACE IS  TO BE COM;. ENDED FOR A BEAUTIFUL P IE C E  OF F IC T IO N  SO 
R EPRESEN TA TIVE OF THE TRUE FE E L IN G S  IN REAL L I F E . "

T .  R . ,  LOUISIANA

♦  ̂ 1 »

/ '’ ÎO SIN G LE ISSU E OF THE LADEER HAS BEEN AS REW/AROING TO ME PER­
SONALLY AS T H IS  VERY WONDERFUL JANUARY IS S U E .

"  I am SO VERY SORRY TO READ OF THE OEA.TH OF DR. B A K ER . SHE WAS 
INDEED A B LES SED  SOUL. E  HAVE LOST SO GOOO AN A R B ITER  AND 

F R IE N D . T h e r e  a r e  no w o rds  a d e q u a t e . . .

"YOUR ED IT O R IA L  EXPRESSES MY VIEWS E N T IR E L Y , AND I WROTE TO ONE 
A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO TO THAT E F F E C T .

"Th e  ART ICLE BY VALER IE TAYLOR I S .MAGNIF I CENT. I bWULD ENJOY 

SEEING MORE OF HER THOUGHTS IN PRINT,"

B. G . ,  KANSAS

E. A,, Ca l i f o r n i a

It i s  our  UNDERSTANDING THAT ivilSS SANFORD TRANSLATED THE PROUST 
STORY E S P EC IA LLY  FOR THE L  ODER,  AND IT  I S ,  TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE
o n l y  s u c h  t r  a n s l a t  I ON,  Pe r h '.p s  1« I ss Sa n fo r d  can  g i v e  u s  so m e  
MORE b a c k g r o u n d  -  AND SOME MORE TRANSLATIO NS; -ED.

the tenth muse offers
THE LI?E AND DSATH OF RADCLYFFE HALL 

By Lady Una Troubrldge, London, I96I - $5*00

to order, write box 214, old ohelsea station, new york 11



THANK YOU, SANTA - I N C O R P O R

B I L I T I S
A T E O

THE L A DDE R  STAFF

WI S HE S  TO EXPRESS ITS S I NCE RE  THANKS  

TO ALL THOSE FR I E NDS  WHO DONATED  

T H E I R  S I N G L E  AND M U L T I P L E  DOLLARS  

TO I T S  C A U S E .

T H A N K  YOU.

T H A N K  YOU.

T H A N K  YOU.

OH, T H A N K  YOU.

M E R C I .

DAN KE.

G R A CI A S ,  TOO!

YOU,  TOO,  CAN BE THE  

O B J E C T  OF  OUR G R A T I T U D E !

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS and San Francisco Chapter: 165 O 'Farrell 
Street, Room 405, San Francisco 2, California
New York Chapter: 1133 Broadway, Room 304, New York 10, New York. 
Los Angeles Chapter: P . O, Box 3904, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles, 
California.

' 'iMEMBERSHIP in the Daughters of B ilitis  is  limited to women 21 years ' 
of age or older. If in San F rancisco, New York or Los Angeles area, 
direct inquiry to  chapter concerned; otherwise write to National Office 
in San Francisco.

THE LADDER: a monthly publication by the DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, 
INC., mailed in a plain sealed envelope for $4.00 pet year.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gratefully accepted from anyone who wishes to 
a s s is t  us in our work. We are a non-profit corporation working entirely on 
donated labor. Our fees are not of such amounts as to allow for much 
expansion of the publication. While men may not become members of the 
DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC., many have expressed in terest in our ef* 
forts and our publication and have made contributions to further our work. 
Of course, anyone over 21 years of age may subscribe to THE LADDER.

DAUGHTERS OF BOJTIS, INC.
165 O T anell Street - -  Room 406 
San Francisco 2, California

Please send THE LADDER for year(s) in a plain sealed envelope to 
address below. I enclose $ at the rate of $4.00 for each year ordered.

NAME^

ADDRESS. 

CITY___ .ZONE__ STATE.

/ am ov«r 21 ytara of at* (Sifa*)li,



N O W  A V A I L A B L E
for Your Library

co>i p l =:tj: cmiuLATiV': : h -:c k l i 3t o? is sB iA ri  LiTiCSATURi;: 
com pllo i l  by l.!arlon Zi;nraor B r a d le y  A Gene Damon. 
$1,50  p l u s  20e h a n d l i n g .

‘STRANGER ON LESBOS by V a l e r i c  T a y l o r .  3 5 °  p l u s  lOe h d lgo

ODD GIRL and  THi; Till HD GEX by A r te m is  S m i th .  35 c e n t s  
p l u s  lOo h a n d l i n g .

SEX variant  V/C!.;E1; 1K l i t e r a t u r e ,  a  H i s t o r i c a l  and 
a u a r . t l t a t i v e  S u rv ey  by J e a n n a t t o  K. P o s t e r ,  P h .D .  
A u to g rap h ed  by a u t h o r .  $ 5 .0 0  p l u s  20c h a n d l i n g .

EDGE OP 'n t l LIGHT by P a u l a  C h r i s t i a n ,  35® 10c h d lg

In California add sales tax.

DOB Book Service
S E N D  C H E C K  O R  M O N E Y  O R D E R  T O  
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