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“D«Utî 6UM 0̂  B IL IT IS
^  WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION FOR THE PURPOSE OP PROMOTING 
THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY B Y :
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V  Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­

ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— diis to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; b^ sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conwcted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to society.

Education of the public at large throu^ acceptance first of die 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on Ae 
homosexual Aeme.

©  Participation in research projects by duly auAorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and oAet such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of Ae homosexual.

©  Investigation of Ae penal code as it  pertains to Ae homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of Aese changes 
through due process of law in Ae state legislatures.
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EDITORIAL
How For Out Con We G o ?

AS ANNOCJNCED IN THE LAST ISSUE OF THE LADDER, DRAFTING OF A HO­

MOSEXUAL B IL L  OF RIG H TS W ILL BE THE pr o g r a m  FOR OWE'S MIDWINTER

In s t i t u t e  to  b e  h e l d  in  l o s  a n g e l e s  J a n u a r y  2 6 -2 9 ,  1 9 6 1 .  'jve c a n

ONLY ASK -  HOW FAR "OUT' DOES THE HOMOSEXUAL WANT TO GO? HOW 

LUDICROUS CAN WE GET?

SUCH A " B IL L  OF RIGH TS" IS  UNNECESSARY, IRRELEVANT AND L IK E L Y  TO 

S E T  THE HOMOPHILE MOVEMENT SACK INTO O B LIV IO N . IN THE F IR S T  

P LA C E , DRAWING UP A "HOMOSEXUAL B IL L  OF RIG H TS" IM PLIES THAT 

.THIS DOCUMENT WOULD BE A STATEMENT REPRESENTATIVE OF T H IS  EN­

T IR E  MINORITY GROUP, NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH.

It  f u r t h e r  i m p l i e s  a  d e m a n d in g  a t t i t u d e  TOWARD S O C IE T Y . Th i s

DOES NOT CORRESPOND TO THE FEELIN G S OF MANY OF U S. IT CARRIES  

THE FLAVOR OF AN ULTIMATUM, WHICH OF COURSE WE WOULD BE POWER­

LE SS TO ENFORCE. IT  IM PLIES THAT WE WANT EXCLUSIVE RIGH TS -  YET  

WE WANT NO RIGH TS FOR OURSELVES WHICH WE WOULD NOT EXTEND TO 

OTHERS.

Fo r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  s u c h  a  " b i l l  o f  r i g h t s " ,  i f  draw n  u p ,

WOULD l e a v e  u s  WIDE OPEN AS A TARGET OF R ID IC U LE  FROM THOSE WHO 

a l r e a d y  D IS L IK E  US AND WOULD MAKE IT  MUCH HARDER FOR OUR FRIENDS  

TO CONTINUE HELPING U S.

In  PLACE OF THE PROPOSED "CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION" WE SUG­

GEST THAT OUR FR IEN D S AT ONE MIGHT MORE VALUABLY APPLY TH EIR  

TIME AND EFFORTS TO DRAFTING A STATEMENT OF THE PURPOSES AND 

GOALS OF THE HOMOPHILE MOVEMENT. SPENDING SO MUCH TIME AND AT­

TENTION ON ENUMERATING A D ETAILED L IS T  OF GRIEVANCES TAKES TIME 

AWAY FROM MORE CONSTRUCTIVE PRO JECTS. iT  MIGHT ALSO ONLY SERVE 

TO REINFORCE THE PARANOID TENDENCIES SOME HOMOSEXUALS ALREADY 

HAVE!

In  THE SUGGESTED "STATE!jIENT OF PURPOSE" ANY REFERENCE TO "RIGH TS"

SHOULD BE BASED ON THE GENERAL P R IN C IP LE  THAT HOMOSEXUALS ARE IN 

JU S T IC E  ENTITLED  TO EXACTLY THE SAME RIGHTS -  NO MORE AND NO LESS  

-  AS OTHEF PERSONS, AND WITH THE SAME Q U A LIFICA TIO N S. AMONG T tC  

GOALS OF THE HOMOPHILE MOVEMENT WHICH SHOU.D BE MENTIONED IS  THAT 

OF WORKING TO PROMOTE BROADER "RIGH TS" FOR ^  CONSENTING ADULTS, 

HOIWOSEXUALS OR OTHERWISE. TO BEHAVE SEXUALLY JN  P R I V ^  AS THEY 

SEE F I T  WITHOUT T H IS  BEHAVIOR BEING CLASSED AS CRIM INAL. THE 

STATEMENT SHOULD RECOGNIZE TVE PRIMARY IMPORTANCE OF LONG-RANGE 

e d u c a t io n , BOTH OF THE HOMOSEXUALS THEMSELVES AND OF THE P U B LIC , 

a im e d  AT GREATER MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AMD S E L F -IM 3ERSTANDING. 

WITHOUT T H IS , NO OTHER GOALS CAN BE ACHIEVED. THE STATEMENT MUST 

DEVOTE AS MUCH SPACE TO SPELLIN G OUT THE OBLIGATIONS OF HOMOSEX­

UALS TO SO CIETY AS IT  DOES TO DESCRIBIN G SO C IE T Y ’ S OBLIGATIONS 

TO THE HOMOSEXUAL,

THE HOMOSEXUAL IS  ALREADY REGARDED AS "O UT". MUST WE FORCE HIM ,  

FURTHER O im

more to the Polot...
FOR YEARS THE PUBLICATIONS OF THE ORGANIZATIONS DEALING WITH THE 

h o m o s e x u a l  PROBLEM HAVE EXPLOITED THE SUBJECT OF IN JU ST ICE  TO AND 

PREJUDICE AGAINST THE HOMOSEXUAL . . .  AD INFINITLW  AND AD NAUSEUM, 

IS N 'T  IT  ABOUT TIME WE STOPPED BEING CRY B A B IES? IS N 'T  IT  ABOUT 

t i m e  we LEARNED THE TRUE MEANING OF "A MYSTIC BOtC OF BROTHERHOOD

m a k e s  a l l  men o n e " ?

V «  WOULD REMIND OUR FRIENDS OF ONE, TOO, OF THE WORDS OF THEIR  

COLUMNIST ("TOWARD UNDERSTANDING"), OR. BLANCHE BAKER: " I  DOUBT 

IF t h e  HOMOSEXUAL CAN BE ACCEPTED IN SO CIETY l ^ T I L  HE LE aRNS TO 

CLEAR HIM SELF FROM THE HATE, PREOX5 ICE AND INTOLERANCE WITHIN HIM­

S E L F . HE MUST KNOW HIMSELF AND BALANCE H IS  OWN UNRULY NATURE BE­

FORE HE CAN EXPECT MANY OThCRS TO UNDERSTAND HIM ,

In s t e a d  o f  a  " h o m o s e x u a l  b i l l  o f  r i g h t s " ,  we s u g g e s t  t h a t  m ore to  

THE p o i n t  f o r  O N E'S MIDWINTER INSTITU TE WOULD BE A MEMORIAL TO 

D R , Ba k e r  w it h  t h e  t h e m e  -  "T oward i m )Er s t a n d in g " .

~  DEL Ma r t i n



Five M in o rity  G ro u p s  
in R e la t io n  to 

C o n te m p o rary  Fiction

The f i r s t  r e s p o n e i b l l i t y  o f  a  human b e i n g  I s  t o  l i v e  a s
f r e e l y  and c r e a t i v e l y  as  p o s s i b l e .  The f i r s t  o b l i g a t i o n  
o f  a  w r i t e r  i s  t o  p o r t r a y  some a s p e c t  of l i f e  h o n e s t l y .  
Almost ev e ry o n e  g i v e s  a  t e o h n l o a l  a s s e n t  t o  b o t h  o f  
t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  and  ev e ry o n e  w i t h  any  I n t e l l i g e n c e  r e ­
a l i z e s  t h a t  b o th  o f  th em  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  and u s u a l l y  Im­
p o s s i b l e  to  l i v e  up t o .

The human f e e l i n g  I s  h i n d e r e d  and  b l o c k e d  from  b i r t h  by 
h i s  h e r e d i t y ,  u p b r i n g i n g  an d  a l l  t h e  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  w h ich  
have o p e r a t e d  on h i s  a n c e s t o r s  eind t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  f ro m  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t i m e .  R e l i g i o n ,  m o r a l i t y ,  m a n n e r s ,  
f a m i l y  t i e s ,  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  I n d u s t r y ,  l i m i t a t i o n s  of 
t im e  and  e n e r g y ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of m ak ing  a  l i v i n g  -  
t h e s e  a r e  a  few o f  th e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  k eep  u s  f ro m  f i n d ­
i n g  o u t  what we a r e  and f ro m  becom ing  w h a t  we t h i n k  we 
o u g h t  t o  b e .  Even b a b i e s  a r e  n o t  f r e e :  f ro m  b i r t h
t h e y ' r e  made t o  wear c l o t h i n g ,  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e i r  m os t 
e n jo y a b l e  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  d i r t y  a n d  d i s g u s t i n g ,  and  g en­
e r a l l y  sh ap ed  i n t o  m i n i a t u r e  a d u l t s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  l i v e  
i n  a  fa k e  w o r l d .

The a u t h o r ,  b e i n g  human, h a s  to  cope w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  and  w i th  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  p ro b le m s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  w o rk .  He i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  by a l l  t h e  f a c t s  
o f  h i s  l i f e ,  l i k e  anyone e l s e .  E m e  s t  J o n e s  h a s  s a i d  
t h a t  when we r e a d  P reu d  we l e a r n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  u p p e r  
m id d le  c l a s s  J e w i s h  f a m i l y  l i f e  In  V ie n n a  i n  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  -  and  t h i s  i s  t r u e ;  w h en ev e r  we p i c k  
up a  b o o k ,  we f i n d  t h a t  i t  b e t r a y s  t h e  w r i t e r ,  h i s  f e a r s  
and g u i l t s  and m i s c o n c e p t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  l o v e s  and  
c ommitment s .

The w r i t e r  i s  l i m i t e d  by  h i s  own a b i l i t y ,  h i s  s u b j e c t  
m a t t e r ^  and su ch  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a s :  w h a t  w i l l
t h e  p u b l i c  a c c e p t ?  and w hat w i l l  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  buy? I f

P • 'I.
L , i f
&■' ..............

PHOTO BV ALBERT JAMES VAU3HN , CHICAGO, IL L IN O IS .

V A LER IE Ta y l o r ,  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  a c c o m p a n y in g  a r t i c l e ,  s p o k e  in  

NOVEMBER TO THE CHICAGO AREA COUNCIL OF THE f»iATTACHINE SO CIETY  

AMO WAS KIND ENOUGH TO SEND US A COPY OF HER S C R IP T  -  " F IV E  klil- 

NORITY GROUPS IN RELATION TO CONTEMPORARY F IC T IO N " .

MISS Ta y l o r  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h r e e  n o v e l s  on t h e  l e s b i a n  t h e m e : 

VIHISPER TH E IR  LO VE, THE G IR LS IN 3 -t? AND STRANGER ON LESBOS.

THE AUTHOR HERSELF L IK E S  STRANGER BETTER THAN THE OTHERS AND 

SAYS SHE IS  PLANNING A SEQUEL.

"Th e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  g r o w in g  i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  s u b j e c t ; p e r h a p s

IT  W ILL LEAD TO SOME SMALL GAIN IN UNDERSTANDING AND -  NOT TO­

LERANCE, THAT’ S h a l f - h e a r t e d , BUT REAL ACCEPTANCE. IS  THAT TOO 

O P T IM IS T IC ?"  MISS TAYLOR^ASKS.

STRANGER ON LESBOS IS  ON ORDER FOR THE DOB Bo o k  Se r v i c e .  Th e  

a n n o u n c e m e n t  SHOULD APPEAR IN THE NEXT IS S tC  OF THE LADDER.



FIVE MINORITY GROUPS IN RELATION TO CONTEMPORARY FICTION 

( C o n t i n u e d  f ro m  P age  6)

he w r i t e s  on o o n t r o v e r s l a l  s u b j e c t s  -  and any  t r e a t m e n t  
o f  s e x  I s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i n  our s c h i z o p h r e n i c  s o c i e t y  -  
he i s  ham p ered  a t  e v e r y  t u m i  by p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  by su ch  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  t h e  L eg io n  o f  Decency -  w h ich  h a s n ' t  
y e t  g o t t e n  a round  t o  c e n s o r i n g  t h e  B i b l e ,  by  t h e  way - ,  
by  c r i t i c i s m  r a n g i n g  fro m  th e  g e n t e e l  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  
S a t u r d a y  Review  t o  th e  t i r a d e s  o f  c e r t a i n  n ew sp ap e r  
c o l u m n i s t s  who f e e l  t h e y ' v e  b een  a p p o i n t e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p u b l i c  m o r a l i t y ,  I  hope n one  o f  you  m i s s e d  t h e  a r t i c l e  
by J a c k  Mably a  y e a r  or so  ago  i n  w h ic h  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  
our t e e n - a g e r s  a r e  b e i n g  c o r r u p t e d  by n o v e l s  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  s e x u a l  p e r v e r s i o n  and t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w ould  n e v e r  
h e a r  a b o u t  t h e s e  e v i l  p r a c t i c e s  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  r e a d  
t h e  b o o k s .  I t  r e m i n d s  one of Jimmy W a l k e r ' s  comment 
d u r i n g  th e  LADY CHATTERLEY h a s s l e ,  t h a t  no g i r l  was e v e r  
r u i n e d  by a  b o o k .

The c u r r e n t  i s s u e  o f  H a r p e r ' s  h a s  a  t h o u g h t f u l  a r t i c l e  
e n t i t l e d  " P o r n o g ra p h y  I s  Not Enough" w h ich  g o e s  i n t o  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  c e n s o r s h i p  an d  a l s o  t o u c h e s  on t h e  
r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o m o p h i le  t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w h ic h  w e ' l l  go 
back  t o  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  ou r  f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s  t h i s  e v e n i n g .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  we come up 
a g a i n s t  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s '  t a b o o s ,  w h ic h  v a r y  f r o m  h o u se  t o  
h o u s e ,  b u t  w h ic h  a r e  a l i k e  i n  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  a p p l i e d  s p o t t l l y  
and  i n c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  so t h a t  we n e v e r  know where we s t a n d .  
I ' v e  w r e s t l e d  w i t h  f o u r  o f  t h e s e .  One i s  a g e .  A n o v e l  
o f  mine was r e j e c t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  h e r o i n e  was 40 -  J u s t  
a f t e r  t h e  same p u b l i s h e r  p u t  o u t  Vin P a c k e r ' s  5 l4 ^  TO 
SUBURBIA and s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  sh e  a u t h o r i z e d  a  r e p r i n t  o f  
BY LOVE POSSESSED, two books  i n  w h ic h  th e  l e a d i n g  c h a r ­
a c t e r s  a r e  b e tw e e n  50 and  6 0 .  A se c o n d  t o p i c  i s  i n c e s t .
I n  my THE GIRLS IN 3-B B a r b y ' s  t r a u m a  o r i g i n a l l y  d e v e lo p e d  
a f t e r  sh e  was r a p e d  by h e r  f a t h e r ,  a  somewhat p s y c h o p a t h i c  
t y p e .  The p u b l i s h e r  chan g ed  i t  o v e r  my p r o t e s t s  t h a t  
l i t t l e  g i r l s  a r e  so m e t im e s  r a p e d  by t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  t h a t  
a n y  s o c i a l  w o rk e r  can  c o n f i r m  t h i s ,  and t h a t  i t  was e s s e n ­
t i a l  t o  t h e  p l o t .  We f i n a l l y  h ad  B arb y  a s s a u l t e d  by an 
o l d ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  The m o ra l  seem s t o

be  t h a t  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t  t o  r a p e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  o f  13 so  lo n g  
a s  y o u ' r e  n o t  a  member of th e  f a m i l y .

A t h i r d  ta b o o  i s  r a c e .  A f t e r  STRANGE FRUIT t h e  m ark e t  was 
f l o o d e d  w i th  b ooks  a b o u t  i n t e r r a c i a l  lo v e  -  a l l  a c c e p t a b l e  
so l o n g  a s  t h e  p a r t i e s  I n v o l v e d  a r e n ' t  hapj>y t o g e t h e r .  
A p p a r e n t l y  a n y t h i n g  g o e s .  J u s t  so ev e ry o n e  i s  m i s e r a b l e  i n  
t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r .  I  have  o u t  a  s t o r y  o f  lo v e  be tw een  two 
young g i r l s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s ,  w h ic h  no one w i l l  p u b l i s h ,  
a l t h o u g h  e v e ry o n e  seems t o  l i k e  i t .  The c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  
s y m p a t h e t l o ,  t h e  lo v e  s c e n e s  a r e  h a n d le d  d e l i c a t e l y ,  and  
t h e  e d i t o r s  l i k e  t h e  s t y l e  -  b u t  t h e y  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e  h i n d r a n c e  t o  p u b l i s h i n g  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  L e s b ia n  e le m e n t ,  
b u t  t h e  r a c i a l  o n e .  A gain  we can  f o r m u la t e  a  r u l e ;  i f  you 
must b r e a k  t h e  la w ,  b r e a k  i t  w i t h  a member o f  t h e  i n  g ro u p .

The f o u r t h  t a b o o  i s  p e r h a p s  th e  m ost s e r i o u s  o f  a l l .  I t ' s  
a lm o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  lo v e  b e tw een  members of th e  
same se x  i n  a  r e a l i s t i c  m anner .  You can  g e t  a b s o l u t e l y  
c l i n i c a l  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  h e t e r o s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ;  some o f  
o u r  p o p u l a r  n o v e l s  r e a d  l i k e  t h o s e  l i t t l e  t e x t b o o k s  on how 
t o  be h ap p y  th o u g h  m a r r i e d ,  l a c k i n g  o n ly  th e  d i a g r a m s .
But I ' v e  n e v e r  fo u n d  a  book d e a l i n g  w i t h  lo v e  b e tw een  two 
men t h a t  o f f e r r e d  any  p h y s i c a l  d a t a .  S t o r i e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
L e s b ia n  l o v e  have a: l i t t l e  more l a t i t u d e ,  b u t  n o t  much.
I t ' s  r a t h e r  h a r d  t o  see how th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  i s  t o  
be c o n ta m in a t e d  by t h e s e  works i f  t h e y  c a n ' t  ev en  f i n d  o u t  
w hat t h e  p e o p le  a r e  d o i n g .  '

Why a r e  we c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  Because each  o f  u s  
h e r e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  J u s t i c e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  
one g ro u p  o f  p e r s o n s ,  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a r t i c u l a t e  g r o u p ,  and 
b o o k s  a r e  one means t h r o u g h  w hich  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  can bo 
I n f o rm e d  and i n f l u e n c e d .  T here  a r e  o th e r  an d  p e r h a p s  b e t t e r  
w a y s .  D i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  i s  o n e .  But some o f  u s  
h a p p e n  t o  be w r i t e r s ,  and we m ust u s e  th e  t o o l s  a t  h an d .

I 'm  c o n s i d e r i n g  f i c t i o n  b e c a u se  i t ' s  my f i e l d ,  n o t  b e c a u se  
i t ' s  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  s o o l o l o g l o a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
s t u d i e s  t h a t  have  been  p u b l i s h e d ,  I  hope t h a t  ev e ry o n e  
h e r e  owns a t  l e a s t  a  few  books  s u c h  a s  D. H. L a w r e n c e 's  
SE X , LITERATURE, AND CENSORSHIP; D r . P ra n k  C a p r l o ' s  THE 
SEXUALLY ADEaUATE HALE and  THE SEXUALLY ADEaUATE FEMALE;
Jo h n  M a o P a r t l a n d ' s  SEX IN OUR CHANGING WORLD; L e w in s o h n 's  
HISTORY op SEXUAL CUSTOMS; P h y l l i s  and  E b e rh a rd  K ro n h au -



s e n ' s  SEX HISTORIES OP AMERICAN COLLEGE MEN an d  PORNO* 
GRAPHY AND THE LAW; and  of c o u r s e  t h e  K in s e y  R e p o r t s ,  
P r o b a b l y  th e  ream s of m a t e r i a l  w r i t t e n i . l n  p a s s i o n a t e  d e ­
f e n s e  o f  th e  h o m o p h i le  have done l e s s  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  
c au se  o f  t o l e r a n c e  t h a n  K i n s e y ' s  s i n g l e ,  d e t ^ o h e d  s t a t e ­
ment t h a t  37 c e n t  o f  th e  men an d  I 9 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
women whom he i n t e r v i e w e d  a d m i t t e d  h a v in g  had  o v e r t  
h o m o sex u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

F o r  p e o p l e  who h av e  no s p e c i a l  r e a s o n  to  be I n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  h o w ev er ,  o r  who t h i n k  th e y  have n o n e ,  
f i c t i o n  i s  t h e  e n t e r i n g  w ed g e .  We buy  s t o r i e s  t o  be 
e n t e r t a i n e d ;  we l e a r n  f ro m  them  w i t h o u t  m ean ing  t o .

I n  v iew  o f  a l l  th e  p ro b le m s  t h a t  f a c e  a  w r i t e r  on o f f ­
b e a t  s u b j e c t s ,  we sh o u ld  be g l a d  t h a t  some w o rk s  on t h e s e  
t o p i c s  do g e t  i n t o  p r i n t  and  t h a t  t h e y  do r e a c h  p e o p l e .
I* v e  been  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Ann A l d r i c h  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  THE 
LADDER v f i th  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t .  T here  a r e  t i m e s  
when I  f e e l  t h a t  M iss  A l d r i c h  d o e s  a  b e a u t i f u l ,  s e n s i ­
t i v e  Job and  o t h e r  t i m e s  when I f e e l  t h a t  anyone who has  
M iss  A l d r i c h  f o r  a  f r i e n d  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  n e e d  e n e m ie s ;  
b u t  I  do d i s a g r e e  w i t h  J e a n n e t t e  F o s t e r 'w h e n  she s a y s  i n  
th e  A ugust i s s u e ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  l e t t e r s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  
A l d r i o h  b o o k s ,  "M iss  or M rs, A l d r i c h  w ro te  e v e r y  w o rd  of 
them  -  o r  e d i t e d  w i t h  s u c h  v i g o r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e l l  u n m is -  
t a k e a b l y  from one p e n , "  They may h av e  been e d i t e d ,  b u t  
I  have  s i m i l a r  l e t t e r s  f rom  a  s e c r e t a r y  i n  a  C a n a d ia n  
u n i v e r s i t y ,  from a  WAC, f rom  t e e n - a g e  g i r l s .  So i f  th e  
b o o k s  d i d  n o t h i n g  b u t  g iv e  a i d  and  c o m f o r t  t o  a  few  s c a t ­
t e r e d  p e o p le  and re m in d  th e m  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  n o t  a l o n e ,  t h e y  
w ould  be w o r th  w r i t i n g .

But t h e y  do a  g r e a t  d e a l  m o re .  They p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
r e a d e r  a  s u b j e c t  a b o u t  w h ic h  he c a n n o t  l e a r n  i n  any  o t h e r  
w ay, U n f a v o r a b l e  o r  ev en  d i s t o r t e d  a s  some b o o k s  a r e ,  
t h e y  u s u a l l y  come a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t r u t h  t h a n  t h e  
a v e r a g e  p e r s o n ’ s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  what we may c a l l  t h e  
e m o t io n a l  m i n o r i t i e s .  Most p e o p l e  a r e  i n  t h e  same c a t e ­
g o ry  w i t h  a  f o r m e r  f e l l o w - w o r k e r  o f  mine who r e a d  one of 
my b ooks  (w i th  h o r r o r  and f a s c i n a t i o n )  and  a s k e d  me,
"Where d i d  y o u  h e a r  a b o u t  p e o p l e  l i k e  t h a t ?  I ' v e  h e a r d  
a b o u t  th e m ,  b u t  I ' v e  n e v e r  s e e n  o n e , "  Or t h e  g o o d ,  k i n d  
n e i g h b o r  who o o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  why h e r  nephew  an d  h i s  
a p a r t m e n t  m ate d i d n ' t  seem i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g o i n g  o u t  w i t h

g i r l s ;  t h e y  w ere b o t h  su c h  g o o d - l o o k i n g ,  v i r i l e  t y p e s .
T hese  a r e  t h e  p e o p le  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  o f f b e a t  f i c t i o n  i s  t r y ­
i n g  t o  r e a c h .  Most o f  th em  w o n ' t  buy a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r e a t ­
i s e .  Many n e v e r  buy  a  h a r d c o v e r  n o v e l .  But t h e y  w i l l  
spend  35 c e n t s  ' f o r  a  p a p e r b a c k  book  w i t h  a  l u r i d  c o v e r  
t h a t  t h e y  can  r e a d  on t h e  b u s .

So w h a t ' s  h a p p e n in g  i n  t h e  book w o r l d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
g ro u p  we r e p r e s e n t  h e r e ?  As a n  a u t h o r  I  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  
t h a t  my c o n c e r n  and  t h a t  o f  my c o l l e a g u e s  -  and c o m p e t i ­
t o r s  -  i s  t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  some p h ase  o f  l i v i n g .
As a  human b e i n g  w i t h  more t h a n  40 y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  and 
some d e f i n i t e  i d e a s  a b o u t  l i f e  and p e o p l e ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  t h e  most I m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  ( E a r n i n g  a  l i v i n g  comes i n  t h e r e  so m e p la c e ,  t b o . }

I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f i v e  g ro u p s  t h a t  h a v e n ’ t  
been  f a i r l y  o r  a d e q u a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  c u r r e n t  f i c t i o n  -  
t h a t  demand i n s i s t e n t l y  t o  b e  r e - e v a l u a t e d  and w r i t t e n  
a b o u t  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  n o t  a s  s o c i e t y  t h i n k s  ^“ e y ^ g h t  to  be 
E ach  g ro u p  ! •  a  . l i i o r l t y ,  b u t  t a k e n  t o g . t t o e r  t h e y  p r o b a b l y
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r e p r e s e n t  a  v e r y  h i g h  p e r o e n t a g e  of -the A m erican  p e o p l e ,  
a t  l e a s t .  We’ r e  no t d i r e c t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  t h e  f i r s t  
t h r e e ,  b u t  s i n c e  ev e ry o n e  h e re  p r o b a b l y  knows someone I n  
e a c h  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e y  sh o u ld  h o ld  a  s o r t  o f  s e c o n d a r y  I n ­
t e r e s t  f o r  u s ,  so  l e t ' s  J u s t  r u n  t h r o u g h  them b r i e f l y .

F i r s t  i s  th e  t e e n - a g e r ,  a  f a i r l y  r e p u l s i v e  7/ c r d  f o r  w h ich  
we n e e d  a  good synonym. T here  a r e  a  g r e a t  many b o o k s  i n  
p r i n t  a b o u t  p e o p le  betv ieen I 3 and 2 0 ,  and m os t o f  th em  
e i t h e r  p r e s e n t  th e  a d o l e s c e n t  a s  a  d e l i n q u e n t  o r  c r i m i n a l ,  
o r  a r e  su p p o s e d  t o  b e  v e ry  f u n n y .  (Dobie G i l l l s ,  f o r  e x ­
a m p le ,  i s  a  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  of t h e  B oo th  T a r k i n g t o n  
b o y s . )  Almost nowhere do we f i n d  a n y  r e a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  y o u n g s t e r  o f  I 6 i s  a lm o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l y  
s e n s i t i v e ,  p e r c e p t i v e ,  c a p a b le  o f  l i v i n g  a  r i c h  e m o t i o n a l  
l i f e ,  and c a p a b l e  of t r e m e n d o u s  a c h i e v e m e n t .  T hese  a r e  
t h e  y e a r s  viien the  whole p a t t e r n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e  
i s  b e i n g  sh a p e d ;  y o u  an d  I  a r e  what we a r e  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  
of w hat h ap p en ed  t o  us i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .

P e r h a p s  we c o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d  a d u l t s  b e t t e r  i f  we knew how 
t h e y  becoiTB w hat t h e y  a r e ;  p e r h a p s  I f  we had  more b o o k s  
a b o u t  a d o l e s c e n t s  t h a t  shown th e m  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  we o o u ld  
t r e a t  th em  more i n t e l l i g e n t l y .  W e ' l l  n e v e r  make i t  any  
o t h e r  way, b e c a u s e  t h e  f i r s t  a im of any  r e a s o n a b l y  b r i g h t  
t e e n - a g e r  i s  t o  keep h i s  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  f ro m  f i n d i n g  
ou t a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r s  to  h im .  So we go on 
t r y i n g  t o  make t h e s e  dynam ic  an d  t e r r i b l y  e n e r g e t i c  p e o p le  
con fo rm  to  an a d u l t  w o r ld  t h a t ' s  h y p o c r l  t l  o a l ,  s t u p i d ,  
f u l l  of a n x i e t y ,  and a lm o s t  d e v o id  o f  p l e a s u r e ;  and t h e y  
grow up to  become t h e  same k in d  o f  p e o p le  a s  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  
w h ic h  i s  b a d .

E x c e p t  f o r  Jam es J o y c e ' s  PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG 
MAN, S a l i n g e r ' s  CATCHER IN THE RYE, and some of H em ingw ay 's  
e a r l y  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  b o y ,  N ic k ,  I  c an  t h i n k  o f  no 
one e x c e p t  C o l e t t e  who h a s  shown an y  r e a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o  
w hat g o e s  on I n s i d e  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  C o l e t t e  p e r h a p s  u n d e r ­
e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  ro m a n t i  0 and i d e a l i s t i c  p h a s e  t h a t  some 
young p e o p le  go  t h r o u g h .  M aureen D a ly  w r o te  a  n i c e  p e r ­
c e p t i v e  book c a l l e d  SEVENTEENTH SUMMER a b o u t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  
a g o ;  s i n c e  t h e n  she h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  w r i t t e n  n o t h i n g  b u t  
t r a s h  f o r  n e w s p a p e r s  and  m a g a z in e s .

S e c o n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  p e o p le  w i t h  a  r e a l  c a p a c i t y  f o r  lo v e  -  
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and  t h e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t  many o f  th e m ,  ev en  th o u g h  we l i v e  i n  
a  c u l t u r e  t h a t  s u p p r e s s e s  and  p e n a l i z e s  lo v e  -  who d o n ' t  
w ant t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  boredom s and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of mar­
r i a g e ,  o r  who know t h a t  no  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  s t a t i c  and  a r e  
t h e r e f o r e  c a u t i o u s  a b o u t  making  p e rm a n e n t  co m m itm en ts .
T hese  p e o p le  have t h r o e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  They 
c a n  r e m a in  c e l i b a t e  -  an d  a  few  women a c t u a l l y  d o ,  a t  a 
t r e m e n d o u s  c o s t  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  p h y s i c a l  and  e m o t io n a l  
h e a l t h .  They c a n  m ar ry  f o r  l o v e  and  be b u rd en ed  a n d  b o r e d  
a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  by t h e  h o u s e h o ld  and f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s .  Or 
t h e y  can  have a  s e r i e s  o f  s e c r e t  t e m p o r a r y  a f f a i r s ,  e i t h e r  
h e t e r p -  o r  h o m o s e x u a l ,  a lw a y s  s e e k i n g  f u l f i l l m e n t  b u t  
e v a d in g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

We a l l  know t h e s e  p e o p l e .  As p a r e n t s  t h e y  In d u c e  a l l  
k i n d s  o f  e m o t i o n a l  i l l n e s s e s  i n  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  a s  f e l l o w  
w o rk e r s  t h e y  make t r o u b l e  f o r  o t h e r s  b e c a u se  t h e y  th e m s e lv e s  
a r e  t r o u b l e d ;  a s  members o f  s o c i e t y  t h e y  re m a in  e m o t io n a l  
o r p h a n s .  Y e t  a lm o s t  n o t h i n g  h a s  been  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  th em . 
D o ro th y  C a n f i e l d  F i s h e r  d i d  w r i t e  THE HOMEMAKER i n  w h ich  
t h e  w i f e  h a t e d  k e e p i n g  h o u se  and t h e  husb an d  was made m i s e r ­
a b l e  by t h e  demands o f  b u s i n e s s ;  e v e r y t h i n g  was s o l v e d  by 
t h e i r  c h a n g in g  r o l e s  a f t e r  t h e  h u sb an d  became p a r a l y z e d  
i n  a n  a c c i d e n t  -  a  p r e t t y  u n r e a l i s t i c  e n d in g .  I  c a n ' t  
t h i n k  o f  any  o t h e r  books t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  a r e  som e. The w orks o f  Simone de 
B e a u v o i r  and o t h e r s  c o n t a i n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  women who r e ­
j e c t  d o m e s t l o i l y  and  men who f e e l  i m p r i s o n e d  by f a m i l y  
t i e s ,  b u t  t t e l r  p ro b le m  i s  u s u a l l y  shown i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
th e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  a s  a  w h o le  and  n o t  i n  i t s  e f f e c t  upon 
t h e i r  p r i v a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

T h i r d  comes th e  v e r y  l a r g e  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  who d o  m ar ry ,  
who a c c e p t  t h e  s o c i a l  an d  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  
accom pany m a r r i a g e  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e ,  and who d i s c o v e r  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  s e x u a l l y  u n s a t i s f i e d .  T h is  i s  v e r y  common in  
r e a l  l i f e ,  a s  we a l l  know. I t  h a s  been  e x p l o i t e d  i n  
p o p u l a r  f i c t i o n ,  w h ic h  u s u a l l y  b lam es  t h e  boredom of 
e v e r y d a y  l i f e  f o r  th e  h u s b a n d ' s  o r  w i f e ' s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  so m e t im es  a  c h a rm e r  h a p p e n s  a lo n g  and  u p s e t s  
e v e r y b o d y .  STRANGERS WHEN îE MEET i s  f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  o f  
t h e s e  b o o k s ;  b o th  t h e  book and th e  f i l m  end w i t h  th e  h e r o ' s  
g o in g  b a c k  t o  h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  he r e a l l y

(Continued on Fags I 6)



J .  M  e m C t u u n

"D o c” Baker

DOB HAS LOST A VERY DEAR F R IE N D .

TO THE WORLD SHE WAS KNOWN AS BLANCHE M. BAKER, i/l. D . ,  FH . D . ,

Sa n  F r a n c is c o  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  t o  u s  s h e  w as d e a r , b e l o v e d , h e l p f u l

DOC.

Doc w as a  c r u s a d e r , a n d  h e r  " c a u s e " h a s  p e o p l e .  Sh e  b e l i e v e d

THAT DEi^lOCRATIC PROCEDURES ARE DESIRABLE IN HUMAN RELATIO N S. SHE 

d a r e d  t o  v i o l a t e  THE CODE OF THE klYSTER Y-taN  CULT OF ivlEDICINE AND 

PRACTICED THE ART OF HEALING BY BEING A K IN D LY , FR IE N D LY , MOTHER­

LY SORT OF DOCTOR OR TEACHER WHO LIV E D  BROTHERHOOD AND PREACHED 

SELF-A CC EPTA N C E.

DOC B E LIE V ED  THAT HOI/IOSEXUALS COULD F I L L  A UNIQUE PLACE IN SO C I­

E T Y , COiWeiNING AS THEY DO BOTH MALE ANO FEMALE ATTR IB U TES. AT 

THE A P R IL , 1957 DOB P U B LIC  DISCUSSIO N MEETING SHE CHALLENGED HO­

MOSEXUALS IN GENERAL TO FIN D ANO F I L L  NEW PATHS IN T H IS  EVER­

GROWING WORLD. IT IS  UP TO THE HOlitOPHILE TO STOP BEING A FRA ID ,

TO DISCOVER H IS  OR HER CREATIVE POTENTIAL , ANO STEP FORTH INTO 

SO CIETY AND F I L L  THE WAITING PLA CE, SHE DECLARED.

DOC CHALLENGED DOB IN PARTICULAR AS AN ORGANIZATION TO WORK FOR 

THE HEALING OF LOST SO ULS, FOR "A LOST OR LONELY SOUL IS  USUALLY 

ONE WHICH IS  READY TO GROW, READY TO D IS C O V E R ."

DOC REGRETTED THAT THERE VCRE NO PSYCHOLOGISTS WITHIN THE 0C8  MEM­

B ERSH IP ANO, U N T IL  SHE I3ECAME IL L ,  HAD PLANNED TO 'WORK WITH THE 

GROUP'S l e a d e r s  IN COPING WITH B A SIC PROBLEMS ANO EM ERGENCIES.

Un f o r t u n a t e l y  s h e  w as n e v e r  a b l e  t o  r j l f i l l  t h i s  w is h .

\

BLANCHE M. BAKER, M.D., PlvD.

Doc D ID N 'T  L IM IT  HER CHAM­

PIONING OF THE HOMOSEXUAL 

(whom SHE CLAIMED TO BE NO 

D IFFEREN T FROM THE RANK ANO 

F I L E  OF HUMANITY EXCEPT IN 

PREFERENCE FOR A LOVE OB­

JE C T ) MERELY TO THE GROUP 

IT S E L F . Sh e  a r r a n g e d  FOR A 

PROFESSIONAL CLUB TO MEET 

WITH MEMBERS OF DOB ANO THE 

Ma TTACHINE S O C IE T Y . AMONG 

THE PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE THAT 

Su n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  who h a d  a 
LESSON IN h o m o s e x u a l it y  WERE 

LIB R A R IA N S , DEPARTÎÆNT STORE 

BUYERS, CHIROPRACTORS, NURS­

E S ANO TEACHERS.

OOC WAS A GENEROUS, WARM, UN­

DERSTANDING INDIVIDUAL WHOSE 

JOY IN L IF E  AND IT S  CHALLEN­

GES WAS CONTAGIOUS. ON AN­

OTHER SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN OCTOBER, 1957 SHE ENTERTAINED THE 003 
AT HER HOME WITH A PATIO SUPPER FOLLOWED BY THE SHOWING OF EVERY­

O N E'S "FAVpRITE S L ID E S " . SHE WOUND UP THE EVENING BRINGING FORTH 

A HUGE BIRTTCAY CAKE WITH TWO LARGE CANDLES, MARKING THE SECOND 

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  DOB.

Bu t  a b o v e  a l l , d o c  w i l l  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  fo r  h e r  t r e m e n d o u s  s e n s e  o f  

HUMOR. Re a d e r s  o f  THE LADDER c h o r t l e d  o v e r  h e r  " c o n f e s s io n " in  

t h e  A P R IL , 1957 IS S U E . An d  e v e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o n th s  o f  h e r  l o n g  , 

i l l n e s s  s h e  c o u ld  s t i l l  u u g h  a t  h e r s e l f  -  a n d  d i d  s o  a t  ONE'S  

i960  Mid - w in t e r  In s t i t u t e  b a n q u e t .  Sh e  n e v e r  m is s e d  a  Ca l i f o r n i a

CONVENTION OF ANY OF THE HOMOPHILE ORGANIZATIONS IF  SHE COULD HELP

I T .  Th o u g h  c o n f in e d  t o  a  w h e e l  c h a ir  a n d  o b v io u s l y  q u i t e  i l l , s h e  

WAS ON h a n d  FOR DO S'S F IR S T  NATIONAL CONVENTION LAST MiAY.

WE MAY BE THANKFUL INDEED THAT DOC CAME ALONG TO BRING ENCOURAGE­

MENT, CONFIDENCE AND PURPOSE TO AN OUTLAWED M INO RITY. HER ENTHUS­

IASM, HER LOVE AND UNDERSTANDING WERE AÜA1RYS THERE TO COUNT ON.

OOC SHALL FOREVER L IV E  IN OUR HEARTS.

U



FIVE MINORITY WOUPS IN RELATION TO CONTEMPORARY FICTION 

(C o n t i n u e d  from  Page l 3 )

l o v e s  t h e  n e i g h b o r ' s  w i f e .  T h i s  i s  su p p o sed  t o  b e  a  v e r y  
m o r a l  e n d i n g ;  i f  th e  " g u i l t y "  c o u p le  had  r u n  away t o g e t h e r  
and t h e  ab a n d o n e d  w ife  a n d  h u sb a n d  had  made t h e  s o r t  of 
e v e n t u a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  t h a t  m os t p e o p le  do make i n  a c t u a l  l i f e ,  
th e  book p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ' t  h av e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ,  D r e i s e r ' s  
SISTER CARRIE was r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s h o c k e r  i n  i t s  d ay  b e c a u se  
C a r r i e  t h r i v e d  and became fa m o u s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  th e  m o r a l i s t s  
w ere  a p p e a s e d  by h a v in g  H u rs tw o o d ,  who d e s e r t e d  h i s  c o l d  
and l o v e l e s s  l i f e ,  end  a s  a  p e n n i l e s s  b e g g a r .

Few a t t e m p t s ,  i f  a n y ,  have  b e e n  made by n o v e l i s t s  t o  d i s ­
c o v e r  why t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  i s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  -  and 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g  -  ev en  th o u g h  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a l l  th e  way from  
F re u d  t o  C a p r io  hav e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a n  u n c o n s c i o u s  o r  u n -  
o o n f e s s e d  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  same s e x  i s  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  
much m a r i t a l  f r i g i d i t y .  On a  p o p u l a r  l e v e l ,  I  t r i e d  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  i n  STRANGER ON LESBOS. T here  w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  
be a  l a r g e  a n d  ^ m p a t h e t i o  m a r k e t  f o r  b o o k s  b a s e d  on t h i s  
p ro b le m ;  i t ' s  p r o b a b l y  th e  r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s o r t  o f  c o n ­
f l i c t  t h a t  i s  a n a l y z e d  i n  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  way by n ew sp ap e r  
and  magaz ine  co lu m n s  Euch a s  "Can T h is  M a r r ia g e  Be S a v e d ? "  
i n  th e  L a d i e s '  Home J o u r n a l ; an d  s u c h  a n a l y s e s  must o f t e n  
f a i l  b e c a u se  t h e y  d o n ' t  go t o  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r .

F o u r t h  i s  t h e  g ro u p  w i t h  w h ic h  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  
c o n c e r n e d :  th e  h o m o p h i le ,  w h e th e r  a c t i v e  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s .
H ere t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  6o y e a r s  I s  
f u l l  o f  s p l e n d i d  nam es ;  Andre S i d e ,  Gore V i d a l ,  Truman 
C a p o te ,  C arso n  M c C u l l e r s  (whose THE HEART IS A LONELY 
HUNTER i s  u n d e r l a i d  from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  by  t h e  lo v e  o f  
th e  two d e a f  m u t e s ,  an  a t t a c h m e n t  so s t r o n g  t h a t  when An- 
t a n a p o u l o s  d i e s .  S i n g e r  com m its  s u i c i d e ) .  B i f f  B ra n n o n ,  
i n  t h e  same b o o k ,  i s  a  p r o t o t y p e  of t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s  o r  u n -  
o o n f e s s e d  h om osexua l  who s u b l i m a t e s  h i s  n e e d s  more o r  l e s s  
s u c c e s s f u l l y .

V/e a l s o  hav e  s u c h  books a s  C h a r l e s  J a c k s o n ' s  THE FALL OP 
VALOR and THE LOST WEEKEND, w h ic h  d e a l  w i t h  th e  c o n s t e r ­
n a t i o n  o f  yo u n g  men d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e i r  t r u e  n a t u r e ;  THE 
LOST ViEEKEND i s  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  s t u d y  o f  a l c o h o l i s m ,  
b u t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  a l c o h o l i s m  i s  e ^ l i o i t ;  th e  i n a b i l i t y

o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  to  a c c e p t  h i s  own h o m o p h ile  t e n d e n c y .

When we t u r n  t o  L e s b ia n  l o v e  we have an ev en  l o n g e r  l i s t  
o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  n am es ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  R a d c ly f f e  H a l l ,  
whose WELL OP LONELINESS i s  so d a t e d  t h a t  i t  may seem fu n n y  
t o  y o u n g  women r e a d i n g  i t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t i m e ;  l e t  u s  n b t  
f o r g o t  t h a t  i t  opened  t h e  way t o  o t h e r  b o o k s  on t h e  same 
s u b j e c t ,  w h ich  had  been  t a b o o .  We h a v e ,  a g a i n ,  ^imone de 
B e a u v o i r ;  a g a i n ,  Truman C apote  i n  THT HEADLESS HAWK and  
o t h e r  w o r k s ;  f rom  Germany we hav e  Anna E l i s a b e t  W eirach  
an d  L u is e  R i n s e r ,  whose RINGS OF GLASS i s  a  m . t h e r  t u r g i d  
s t u d y  i n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h o m o s e x u a l i ty  i n  a  g i f t e d  
c h i l d  b e tw een  t h e  a g e s  of s i x  an d  f o u r t e e n .  We have 
OLIVIA and  DIANA, th e  Ann Bannon s e r i e s ,  an d  th e  A l d r i c h -  
Vin P a c k e r  g i r l s ,  w h ich  p r o v i d e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  two-way 
v iew  o f  one a u t h o r .  The A ld r i c h  books a r e  su p p o s e d  t o  be 
f i c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  c a se  h i s t o r i e s  a r e  so p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  i t ' s  
h a r d  t o  f i n d  a  d i v i d i n g  l i n e .  We have  t h e  w orks  o f  B a r ry  
D e v l in  and  o t h e r s  whose i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  . s u b j e c t  f a r  o u t ­
s t r i p s  t h e i r  a b i l i t y .

And t h e n  we have  a  few  m a g n i f i c e n t  books  l i k e  THE PRICE OP 
SALT by C l a i r e  M organ, and t h e  q u i e t ,  s u b t l e  books o f  Gale 
W ilh e lm ;  t h e s e  a r e  two o f  t h e  few w r i t e r s  who a c c e p t  th e  
e r o t i c  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  c o m p l e t e l y  n o rm a l .  
They a r e  a l s o  tw o o f  t h e  m ost p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  s t y l e ,  and  
t h e i r  books a r e  w orth  r e a d i n g  by anyone on t h e  b a s i s  of 
l i t e r a r y  m e r i t .

T h e re  seem t o  be more b o o k s  a b o u t  f e m a le  h o m o p h i le s  t h a n  
a b o u t  m a le s  -  o r  p e r h a p s  i t  seems t h a t  way b e c a u se  t h a t ' s  
w here  my own p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r e s t  l i e s  a n d  I ' v e  made a 
g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  t o  buy a n d  r e a d  th e m .  P e r h a p s ,  t o o ,  more 
women t h a n  men a r e  w r i t i n g  t h e s e  d a y s .  Or p e r h a p s  i t  r e ­
f l e c t s  t h e  p o p u l a r  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  among men 
i s  t e r r i b l y  w ic k e d  and p r o b a b l y  c r i m i n a l ,  w h e re a s  i t ' s  
more n a t u r a l  and  l e s s  r e p r e h e n s i b l e  f o r  women t o  d e v e lo p  
e m o t io n a l  a t t a c h m e n t s  w h ich  m a tu re  i n t o  p h y s i c a l  l o v e .
T h is  h a s n ' t  a lw a y s  been  t r u e  i n  o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  -  i n  
a n c i e n t  G r e e c e ,  f o r  exam ple  -  b u t  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  i n  
t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  t o d a y .  I n  many co m m u n it ie s  th e  fe m a le  
h o m o p h i le  i s  m e r e ly  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  w h i le  h e r  m ale c o u n t e r ­
p a r t  may be s i r r e s t e d  f o r  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .

Many o f  t h e  b o o k s  a b o u t  women i n  l o v e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i n n e r



e o n f l l o t  b e tw e e n  t h e  h e r o i n e ’ s e m o t io n s  and  h e r  r e l i g i o u s
a n d  m o ra l  t r a i n i n g ;  and t h i s  i s  r e a s o n a b l e ,  s i n c e  su ch  a  
c o n f l i c t  d o e s  e x i s t  I n  many c a s e s  and i t  r e q u i r e s  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  of t i m e ,  e f f o r t  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  r e s o l v e  i t .
O f t e n ,  t o o ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i s  i n  t h e  a u t h o r .  We'd a l l  l i k e  
t o  see more books by a u t h o r s  who a c c e p t  th e  i d e a  t h a t  some 
p e o p l e  a r e  n o r m a l l y  h o m o sex u a l  J u s t  a s  o t h e r s  a r e  n o r m a l l y  
h e t e r o s e x u a l .  We've m e n t io n e d  Gale W ilh e lm  and C l a i r e  Mor­
g a n ;  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  D.H. L a w ren ce ,  
whose THE RAINBOW c o n t a i n s  a  moving e p i s o d e  b e tw een  tw o  
y o u n g  women; and o f  c o u r s e  C o l e t t e ,  whose a d o l e s c e n t  g i r l s  
i n  CLAODINE AT SCHOOL a r e  no t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  m ora l a s ­
p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  y o u t h f u l  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  o n ly  w i t h  k e e p in g  t h e  
s t u p i d  g ro w n u p s  from  f i n d i n g  o u t  what was g o in g  o n .

I f  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  h o m o p h i le  i s  e v e r  t o  f i l t e r  dovni t o  
t h e  g e n e r a l  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c ,  we n e e d  more books w h ich  b e g i n  
w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w h a t ' s  no rm al  f o r  y o u  may n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
be n o rm a l  f o r  me an d t h a t  o u r  n e i t h e r  may be s t i l l  a n o t h e r  
k in d  of p e r s o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  th e  
c h a r a c t e r s  may n o t  have  e m o t i o n a l ,  e t h i c a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  
c o n f l i c t s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  sex  l i f e .  They w i l l  
c e r t a i n l y  have to  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  s o c i e t y  and 
o u r  own s h i f t i n g  a n d  i n c o n s i s t e n t  s o c i a l  e t h i c .  What w e ' r e  
g e t t i n g  a t  h e r e  i s  t h e  b a s i c  v i e w p o i n t  of th e  a u t h o r  who 
c h o o s e s  t h i s  f i e l d .  I t  n e e d s  t o  be  fo u n d e d  on a  r e c o g n i ­
t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and a  f u n d a m e n ta l  r e s p e c t  
f o r  human v a l u e s .

ffe a l s o  n eed  more r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i i i i l e  th e  
r e a d e r  may t h i n k  t h a t  he i s  m e r e ly  c u r i o u s ,  he may have 
u n a d m i t t e d  b u t  v a l i d  r e a s o n s  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  t h e  
p e o p l e  he i s  r e a d i n g  a b o u t .  The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  we men­
t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  d o e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some r e a d e r s  f e e l  r e ­
a s s u r e d  and  c o m f o r te d  when t h e y  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e i r  own 
h id d e n  f e e l i n g s  and  s e c r e t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  q u i t e  
common and  n o t  u n i v e r s a l l y  condem ned. P r o b a b l y  some o t h e r s  
oome t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of u r g e s  and  i n t e r e s t s  
w i t h i n  t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g .

Too many b ooks  s y m p a t h e t i c  to  t h e  h om ophi le  a r e  b a d l y  w r i t ­
t e n  and p o o r l y  p r i n t e d ,  so t h a t  an i n t e l l i g e n t  r e a d e r  may 
f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  c o n t e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t y l e  
i s  so b a d .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  some books  a re  t o o  o b s c u r e  -  
a  c h a r g e  o f t e n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  s h o r t  n o v e l s  of Truman
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C a p b te .  We oan o n ly  hope t h a t  more w r i t e r s  w i t h  p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  s k i l l  and a  r a t i o n a l l y  s y m p a th e t i c  v i e w p o in t  w i l l  
t u r n  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  f i e l d  a s  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  
g row s an d  th e  o l d  t a b o o s  g iv e  way.

Our f i f t h  c a t e g o r y  t a k e s  i n  a l l  th e  b i s e x u a l  p e o p l e ,  
t h o s e  who a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  l o v i n g  b o th  men and women, o r  
p e r h a p s  i t  would  be f a i r e r  t o  say  t h o s e  who a r e  c a p a b le  o f  
l o v i n g  a  .few men an d  a  few  women, f o r  p e o p le  i n  t h i s  c a t e ­
g o r y  seem o f t e n  t o  be  f i n e l y  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g ,  h i g h l y  i n t e l ­
l i g e n t ,  and  somewhat f a s t i d i o u s .  These a r e  th e  p e o p le  who 
o f t e n  r e f u s e  t o  a d m i t  t h e i r  r e a l  n a t u r e  b e c a u se  t h e y  g e t  
h e l l  f ro m  b o th  s i d e s .  The h om ophi le  who i s  n o t  a t t r a c t e d  
t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x  may be a t  odds w i th  h i s  f a m i l y ,  u n e a sy  
a t  s t r a i g h t  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s ,  and on g u a rd  a t  w o rk ,  b u t  
u n l e s s  he l i v e s  i n  a  v e r y  s m a l l  town he oan  u s u a l l y  f i n d  a 
few  o f  h i s  own k i n d  among whom t o  r e l a x .

The b i s e x u a l ,  on th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  
a s  t h e  c h i l d  o f  a mixed m a r r i a g e :  n e i t h e r  s i d e  w a n ts  h im ,
'^he i n d i v i d u a l s  he l o v e s  may r e j e c t  him b e c a u se  of h i s  
e u n b iv a le n t  n a t u r e ,  and he may be th ro w n  i n  an  i n n e r  t u r ­
m o i l  t h a t  d e s t r o y s  h i s  c h a n c e  o f  e v e r  f i n d i n g  any  r e a l  
p e a c e  o f  m in d .  I 'm  n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p le  who 
m a r ry  and  t h e n  f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  e l s e w h e r e ,  
o r  t h o s e  who have  a  few  e x p e r i m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  
t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x ,  b u t  t h o s e  who a c t u a l l y  a r e  e r o t i c a l l y  
a t t r a c t e d  t o  members of b o th  s e x e s ,  o f t e n  a t  wide i n ­
t e r v a l s  i n  t i m e  and  o f t e n  i n  a  c o n t e x t  o f  co m p an io n sh ip  
and  s h a r e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  I n t e r e s t s .
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Any g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  a b o u t  a  g ro u p  o f  human b e i n g s  i s  s u r e  
t o  be f u l l  o f  f a l l a c i e s ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  we can  s e t  f o r t h  two 
t h e o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  many more 
t h a n  m o s t  p e o p le  t h i n k .  W e 're  a l l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  F r e u d ' s  
t h e o r y  o f  s e x u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  i n  whxch t h e  c h i l d  i s  f i r s t  
s e l f - c e n t e r e d ,  t h e n  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t  o f  t h e  same 
s e x ,  t h e n  t o  t h e  p a r e n t  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x ,  t h e n  t o  con­
t e m p o r a r i e s  o r  o l d e r  a d u l t s  o f  t h e  same s e x ,  and  so o n .  
A c c o r d in g  t o  t h i s ,  m a t u r i t y  b r i n g s  h e t e r o s e x u a l  l o v e ,  and 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y  i s  a  fo rm  o f  i m m a t u r i t y .  The i n d i v i d u a l  may 
be a r r e s t e d  a t  t h i s  p h a s e  b e c a u s e  o f  some t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r ­
i e n c e  i n  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d .  T h i s  t h e o r y  seems t o  be a c c e p t e d  
by  t h e  p e o p le  who a rg u e  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  i s  a  f o r m  of 
e m o t i o n a l  i l l n e s s  and can b e  c u r e d  by  p s y c h o t h e r a p y .
P e r h a p s  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h i s  i d e a  by p e o p le  who s i n c e r e l y  
w an t  to  be t o l e r a n t  an d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  one r e a s o n  why 
so many o f  th e m  f i n d  i t  h a r d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  h o m o p h i le  who i s  
h ap p y  i n  h i s  lo v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  a  b a l a n c e d ,  s o c i a l l y  
u s e f u l  I n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  no more t h a n  h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  u s u a l  
human c o n f l i c t s  a n d  p r o b l e m s .

T h i s  t h e o r y  f a i l s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  e m o t i o n a l l y  am b iv a ­
l e n t ,  who p r o b a b l y  a r e  no more im m ature  o r  n e u r o t i c  t h a n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  we l i v e  i n  a  c u l t u r e  
t h a t  b r e e d s  n e u r o s i s ,  ^ u t  we can  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a 
g r e a t  many o f  th e m .  The r e s p o n s e  t o  an  a r t i c l e  on t h e  su b ­
j e c t  i n [ a  r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  THE LADDER i n d i c a t e s  a  r e a l i z a ­
t i o n  o f ^ t h e i r  own d u a l  n a t u r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  many r e a d e r s .

The s e c o n d  p o s s i b i l i t y  -  o r  p r o b a b i l i t y  -  i s  t h a t  many o f  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  fo rm ed  by b i s e x u a l  p e r s o n s  a r e  d e e p l y  
m e a n in g f u l  and  a re  e n t e r e d  i n t o  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  p e r ­
m an en ce .  Not h e r e  do we f i n d  t h e  c a s u a l  e n c o u n t e r ,  t h e  
p i c k u p ,  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r  s e x u a l  
p u r p o s e s  a l o n e .  The b i s e x u a l  i s  r a t h e r  u n l i k e l y  t o  f r e ­
q u e n t  b a r s ,  p a r k s ,  an d  w a sh ro o m s .  He se ld o m  f o r m s  a  
t e m p o r a r y  l i a i s o n  w i t h  someone met a t  a  p a r t y .  He i s  
l i k e l y  t o  move s lo w ly  and c a u t i o u s l y  i n t o  a n  a f f a i r ,  
p a r t l y  no d o u b t  b e c a u s e  he i s  more l i k e l y  t h a n  th e  o u t ­
r i g h t  h o m o sex u a l  and  t h e  f o r t h r i # i t  h e t e r o s e x u a l  t o  be r e ­
b u f f e d ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  he i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  compan­
i o n s h i p  and t e n d e r n e s s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p h y s i c a l  f u l f i l l m e n t .

I n  t h e  w o rd s  o f  R i c h a r d  L ew in so h n ,  a u t h o r  o f  A HISTORY OF 
SEXUAL CUSTOMS, "As a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  o a n n o t  be c o n f i n e d  t o

one s e x ,  so t h e r e  can be no d i v i d i n g  l i n e  b e tw een  h e t e r o ­
s e x u a l  and h o m o s e x ia l  a t t r a c t i o n .  The a t t r a c t i o n  e x e r ­
c i s e d  by one human b e in g  on  a n o t h e r  i s  n o t  b a sed  on 
d i f f e r e n c e  o f  th e  s e x  o r g a n s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  on t h e  s e c r e t  
law s  o f  a e s t h e t i c s ,  f o r  a l l  t h a t  our knowledge o f  them i s  
o n ly  f r a g m e n t a r y ;  i t  i s  b a s e d  on p l e a s u r e  i n  c e r t a i n  p r o ­
p o r t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  rhy thm  o f  movement, t h e  t o n e  o f  w o rd s ,  i n  
harm ony, and ev en  i n  c o n t r a s t  b e tw een  t h o u g h t s  and f e e l i n g s  
o f  t h e  most v a r i o u s  k i n d s .  The need f o r  n e a r e r  a p p ro a c h ,  
w h ich  i s  b o rn  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  i s  above s e x .  The o b j e c t  
can  be  male a s  e a s i l y  a s  f e m a l e , "

F or  many p e o p le  t h i s  v ie w p o in t  i s  n o t  v a l i d ,  bu t  i t  i s  u n ­
d o u b t e d l y  t r u e  f o r  o t h e r s ,  f o r  whom o n ly  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
p o s t u l a t e d  on t o t a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  h a s  m ean in g .  Pew books 
hav e  b een  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  b i s e x u a l  p e r s o n ,  S a r t r e  comes 
c l o s e  to  i t  i n  INTIMACY; L u lu ,  who l o v e s  h e r  im p o te n t  and 
c h i l d l i k e  h u sb an d  i n  a  m a t e r n a l  way and g o e s  back  t o  him 
a f t e r  an  e s c a p a d e  w i th  a more v i r i l e  man, i s  a c t u a l l y  i n  
lo v e  w i th  h e r  g i r l  f r i e n d ,  R i r e t t e .  On a  much lo w e r  
l e v e l  ( f ro m  a  l i t e r a r y  s t a n d p o i n t )  we have th e  m a r r ia g e  o f  
L a u r a  and  J a c k  i n  Ann B a n n o n 's  VfOliinN IN THE SHADO'iTS; 
w h i le  t h e  m a r r ia g e  i s  n e v e r  consummated i n  t h e  u s u a l  s e n s e ,  
and  Ja c k  c o n t i n u e s  to  s e e k  l o v e r s  among y o u n g e r  men w h i le  
L a u ra  r e m a in s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e r  f o r m e r  a p a r tm e n t  m a te ,  she  
d o e s  beoome t h e  m o th e r  o f  J a c k ' s  c h i l d  by a r t i f i c i a l  in s e m ­
i n a t i o n  -  an  a c t  n o t  w i t h o u t  e r o t i c  o v e r t o n e s  -  and t h e r e  
seem s t o  be a  s e x u a l  e le m e n t  i n  t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n ,  o f  which 
t h e  a u t h o r  h e r s e l f  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  u n a ’.’a r e ,

A more r e a l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r  i s  U r s u l a ,  i n  T e re s k a  T o r r e s '  
WOMENS' BARRACKS; a f t e r  b e in g  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  lo v e  by C la u d e ,  
an o l d e r  woman who i s  h e r  commanding o f f i c e r  and who seem s 
t o  be  more o r  l e s s  a  m o th e r  im ag e ,  she f a l l s  i n  lo v e  w i th  
a  yo u n g  s o l d i e r  an d  p l a n s  t o  m arry  h im .

The o l a s s i o  e x a m p le s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  fo u n d  i n  C o l e t t e .
^n y  s t u d y  o f  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e g i n s  t o  seem l i k e  a 
g u id e d  t o u r  t h r o u g h  C o l e t t e ;  h e r  s h o r t  n o v e l s ,  m ost o f  a l l  
t h o s e  w r i t t e n  b e f o r e  I 92O, a r e  more ad v an ced  th a n  a n y th i n g  
we hav e  p ro d u c e d  s i n c e .  H er C la u d i n e ,  who a d m i t s  b e in g  
a t t r a c t e d  t o  a  c h a rm in g  woman ev en  w h i le  she i s  f a l l i n g  in  
lo v e  w i t h  h e r  f u t u r e  h u sb a n d ,  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  h e r  h e r o i n e s .  
She seem s t o  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s e x u a l  
a x p e r i a n o e  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  human b e in g s  and t h a t  s e x  I t s e l f



I s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by c o m p a n io n s h ip ,  hum or, and l i k i n g «  At t h e  
same t i m e  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  man and  man, and b e tw een  
woman and woman, a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  b e tw e e n  men an d  women o f  
a l l  a g e s  and b a c k g r o u n d s ,  a r e  d e e p l y  an d  f r a n k l y  e r o t i c »

I n  a l l  f i v e  o f  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e n ,  we see  t h a t  a  b e g i n ­
n i n g  h a s  been  made. Books w h ic h  would  have b e e n  b an n ed  a  
few  y e a r s  ag o  a r e  s o l d  o p e n ly  i n  m ost p l a c e s  and  can  be 
f o u n d  i n  many o t h e r  p l a c e s  by u s i n g  a  l i t t l e  i n g e n u i t y .  
O r g a n i z a t i o n s  su ch  a s  t h i s  o n e ,  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  who b e l i e v e  
i n  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m ,  have h e l p e d  l i f t  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  c e n s o r ­
s h i p .  T h i s  i s  a  good b e g i n n i n g .

But i t ' s  o n l y  a  b e g i n n i n g .  T h ere  i s  s t i l l  a  r e a l  n e e d  
f o r  w e l l - w r i t t e n  and r e a l i s t i c  f i c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a l l  
human r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h o s e  n o t  s a n c ­
t i o n e d  by p o p u l a r  m o r a l i t y .  F o r  many p e o p l e  T il th  co n ­
v e n t i o n a l  v i e w p o i n t s ,  b o o k s  a r e  th e  o n l y  p o i n t  o f  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  o f f b e a t  p e o p l e .  A book c h o se n  a lm o s t  a t  random  
h a s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  a d o l e s c e n t  t o  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  t h e  u n ­
lo v e d  t o  an  u n l o v i n g  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  h o m o p h i le  t o  h i s  n e i g h ­
b o r s  a n d  f e l l o w  w o r k e r s .

V/e d o n ' t  a s k  f o r  p r o p a g a n d a ,  w h ic h  i s  u s u a l l y  u n r e a l i s t i c  
i n  i t s  own way and so d u l l  t h a t  i t  d e f e a t s  i t s  own p u r ­
p o s e .  Vie do h a v e - a  r i g h t  t o  hope f o r  b o o k s  b a s e d  on two 
c i v i l i z e d  p r i n c i p l e s :  t h a t  a n y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  two
a d u l t s ,  e n t e r e d  i n t o  by m u tu a l  c o n s e n t ,  i s  l e g i t i m a t e ;  
auid t h a t  an y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  makes b o t h  p e r s o n s  happy  
i s  g o o d .  P e r h a p s  i f  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  s t r o n g l y  e n o u g h  and 
s a y  so o f t e n  en o u g h ,  n o t  i n  l e c t u r e s  a n d  s e r m o n s ,  b u t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  medium o f  I n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  r e a d a b l e  s t o r i e s ,  
o t h e r  p e o p le  v / i l l  come t o  b e l i e v e  i t ,  t o o .

A l l  human b e i n g s  hav e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  to  g i v e  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  
an d  o u r  m i n o r i t y  p e o p l e  a r e  no e x c e p t i o n .  Some In d e e d  
have  a  v e r y  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  g i v e ,  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  f r e e d o m  t o  
be t h e m s e l v e s .  L e t ' s  be t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  b o o k s  t h a t  have  
h e l p e d  c l e a r  t h e  way -  and  l e t ' s  hope f o r  more a n d  b e t t e r  
o n e s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,

-  V a l e r i e  T a y lo r

The ROYAL TRIANGLE
BY LBtOX STRGNG

HISTORY SHOWS NUMEROUS CAUSATIVE FACTORS FOR T^£ FRENCH REVOLU­

T IO N , CH IEF AMONG THESE REASONS BEING THE GENERAL BEHAVIOR OF 

THE Qu e e n  o f  Fr a n c e , Ma r i e  An t o i n e t t e .  I t  i s  v ie l l  known t h a t  t h e  

FRIVOLOUS QUEEN G IFTE D  HER FRIENDS TOO GENEROUSLY AND AFFORDED 

HERSELF DIAMONDS WHILE HER SUBJECTS STARVED. LESS WELL KNOWN IS  

THE BLIND LOVE MaR IE  ANTOINETTE HELD FOR ANOTHER WOMAN THAT IN 

PART HELPED BRING ABOUT HER OWN DOWNFALL.

STEFAN ZWEIG IN H IS  BIOGRAPHY, MARIE ANTOINETTE (GARDEN C IT Y  PUB­

L IS H IN G  C O ., NEW YORK, 1 9 3 3 ) ,  DISCUSSES HER AFFAIRS WITH WOMEN AT 

LENGTH. In  COMMENTING ON HER LOSING THE LOVE OF THE PEOPLE OF

F r a n c e , h e  s a y s , "Mo r e  d a n g e r o u s  to  t h e  q u e e n  w ere  Ma r i e  An t o i n ­

e t t e ' s  WOMEN f r i e n d s ,  FOR STRANGELY MINGLED A FFECTIV E ENERGIES 

PLAYED A S IN IS T E R  P A R T." HE GOES ON TO EXPLAIN THAT MARIE AN­

TOINETTE WAS MARRIED TO A PARTIALLY IMPOTENT HUSBAND. "SHE HAD 

NEED OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD R E LIE V E  HER SP IR IT U A L AND BODILY TEN­

S IO N S . ..MAR IE  An t o i n e t t e  t u r n e d  tow ard  a  woman f r i e n d ."  La t e r  h e  

SAYS THAT " I T  WAS NOT LONG BEFORE WHISPERS BEGAN TO CIRCULATE  

CONCERNING THE QUEEN'S SAPPHIC IN CLIN A TIO N S."

Th e  Qu e e n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w it h  h e r  f i r s t  f a v o r i t e ,  p r i n c e s s  d e

LAMBALLE, was PROBABLY NOT PHYSICALLY CONSUMMATED BEYOND THE 

CASUAL CARESS; HOWEVER, ALL T H IS  PEACEFUL FRIEN DSHIP IVAS NOT 

FATED TO LA S T . THE PRINCESS DE LAMBALLE STAYED BY THE QUEEN TO 

THE LAST -  EVEN GAVE HER L IF E  FOR H ER . (SHE WAS TORN TO P IE C E S  

BY A STREET MOB DURING THE REVOLUTION.) THE LOVE ASPECTS OF 

THEIR RELATIO NSHIP D IE D , THOUGH, LONG BEFORE T H IS  TIM E, WHEN

Ma r i e  An t o i n e t t e  m et  t h e  b e a u t if u l  and  e v i l  Du c h e s s e  d e  p o l ig n a c . 

Th e s e  two f a t e d  l o v e r s  m et  a t  a  c o u r t  b a l l  in  17 7 5 . A s S t e f a n

ZWeiG SAYS IN THE ABOVE-CITED BIOGRAPHY, "THE PASSION SHE CON­

CEIVED  FOR THE Du c h e s s e  d e  p o l ig n a c  w as n o t ,  l i k e  h e r  f o n d n e s s  

FOR THE PRIN CESS DE LAMBALLE, THE OUTCOME OF A HU».IAN SYMPATHY 

GRADUALLY INCREASING TO BECOME A FR IE N D S H IP, BUT A SUDDEN 

OVERWHELMING INTEREST, A CLAP OF THUNDER, A SORT OF SUPER­

HEATED FA LLIN G  IN LO V E ,"

Va r io u s  b io g r a p h i e s  c o m æ n t  on  t h e  in c r e a s i n g  a t t a c h m e n t  b e t w e e n
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t h e s e  TVW WCX.IEN. ONCE WHEN THE D U O «S S E  OE POLIGNAC WAS IN CON­

FINEMENT AT MARLY, Ma r i e  An t o i n e t t e  a c t u a l l y  m o ved  h e r  e n t i r e  

COURT THERE TO BE WITH HER FR IE N D .

Sa d l y  e n o u g h , t h e  d e a r  Du c h e s s e  w as a n  o p p o r t u n is t  e x t r a o r d i n a i r e .

s h e  fMNAGED TO OBTAIN P O fIT IO N S  FOR HER ENTIRE FAMILY AND A P O S I­

T IV E  FLOW OF WEALTH, ALL- ON THE STRENGTH OF MARIE A N TO IN ETTE'S  

LOVE FOR H E R . IN A L L , THE POLIGNAC CREW COST THE STATE HALF A 

M ILLIO N L IV R E S  A Y ?A R , VIRTUALLY AN ENORMOUS FORTUNE. EVERY 

R ELA TIVE OF THE DUCHESSE DE POLIGNAC .VANAGED TO R E C EIV E  A NOBLE 

a n d  LUCRATIVE P O S ITIO N .

IN HER BOOK, SECRET MEMOIRS OF THE FRIN CESSE OE LA I.B A LLE, SHE T ELLS

Of TRYING TO PERSUADE THE QUEEN TO DROP THE DUCHESSE OE POLIGNAC. 

A LL t h i s , HOWEVER, WAS TO NO A V A IL , FOR THE QUEEN TURNED A DEAF 

EAR TO ALL HER M IN IST E R S' PLEAS AND T i t  PLEAS OF THE DISCARDED 

PRIN CESS DE U M B A LLE, WHILE ALL OF T IC  DWINDLING RESOURCES OF 

FRANCE WENT TO SE LF-SE E K E R S AND INTO PRETTY F R IP P E R IE S  FOR THE 

QUEEN. IT  WAS NOT LONG BEFORE THE PEOPLE OF FRANCE HATED T I t I R  

b e a u t i f u l  BUT EXPENSIVE QUEEN.

SUCH AN UNFORTUNATE SITUATION COULD NOT GO ON FOREVER, A^D AFTER 

A FEW YEARS THE POPULACE OF FRANCE AROSE. THE REST IS  H ISTO RY, 

b l o o d y  a n d  EVEN E V IL ,  BUT NOT 'WHOLLY U N JU S T IF IE D . TOWARD THE 

END THE DUCHESSE DE POLIGNAC WAS SENT INTO E X IL E , BUT NOT BY

Ma r i e  An t o i n e t t e .  At  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  t h e  f a i t h f u l  a n d  c o l o r l e s s  

PRINCESS DE LAMBALLE ONCE MORE ATTENDED HER QUEEN. HER RE'WARD 

f o r  h e r  d e v o t io n  w as a  h id e o u s  d e a t h ,  a n d  NOT LONG THEREAFTER

Ma r i e  An t o i n e t t e  w as d r i v e n  th r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  Pa r i s  t o  t h e  

g u i l l o t i n e .

On e  c a n  o n l y  im a g in e  t h a t  h is t o r y  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

h a d  o n e  s l i m , v i o l e t - e y e d  woman, t h e  Du c h e s s e  d e  Po l i g n a c , n e v e r  

b e e n  BORN, o r  one QUEEN iM R IE  ANTOINETTE HAD BEEN S A T IS F IE D  WITH 

t h e  PALE DOVE, PRINCESS OE LAMBALLE.

BIBLIO G RA PH Y;
MARIE ANTOINETTE BY STEFAN Z w E iG , GARDEN C i t y  Pu b l i s h i n g  Co , ,  1 9 3 3  

THE STORY OF ,m \E  ANTOINETTE, ANNA L .  B IC K N E L L , CENTURY C o . ,  1 8 9 ?  

i*ii\RIE ANTOINETTE BY FRANK W. KENYON, CR O w EU , NEW YORK, I9 56  

THE SECRET ME'vOIRS OF FRIN CESoE LA hB A LLE, WALTER Du n n e , I9 0 I 

QUEEN OF FRANCE BY ANDRE CaST E LO T , HARPER, NEW YORK, 1957

LESBIANA
BY Ge n e  Oamon

1 5 8 . THE RAINS CAME BY LOUIS BROMFIELD. P .F .  C O LLIE R , 1957  

(Ha r p e r )

Th i s  n o v e l  i s  n e a r l y  a  m odern  c u s s i c .  Ba s i c a l l y  i t  t e l l s  

THE d e t a i l e d  L IV E S  OF ENGLISHMEN AND WOMEN IN INDIA .XJST BE­

FORE AN EARTHQUAKE AND RAIN WHICH K IL L S  MANY OF THEM. QUITE 

A L IT T L E  SPACE IS  DEVOTED TO THE L IF E  STORY OF AN ELDERLY 

COUPLE, M ISSES ELIZABETH HODGE AND SARAH K iR K S , WHO HAD BEEN 

DISM ISSED ON LESBIAN CHARGES YEARS BEFORE IN ENGLAND. THEY 

CAiwE TO I n d ia  AND s u c c e s s f u l l y  o p e r a t e d  a n  In d ia n  s c h o o l .

Th e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  m o e  e x c e e d in g l y  c l e a r  and i s  h a n d ­

l e d  WITH BOTH s y m p a t h y  AND GOOD T A STE.

1 5 9 . THE ROCK POOL BY C Y R IL  CONNOLY. SCRIBNER, 19 3 6 . (REPRINTED  

b y  new  DIR ECTIO N S)

P O E T IC , WELL-WRITTEN NOVEL BY A DISTINGUISHED ENGLISH AUTHOR 

AND C R I T I C .  Th e  l i f e , m o r a ls  a n d  LOVE A FFA IR S OF A GROUP 

OF AMERICAN AND ENGLISH EXPATRIATES IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE 

IN THE LATE 1 9 2 0 'S . THE CAST OF CHARACTERS IS  ALMOST WHOLLY

L e s b i a n , w it h  one or two m a le  h o m o s e x u a ls  f o r  s e a s o n in g .

Ev e n  t h e  o n e  o r  tviO p e o p l e  who m a ke  a  p r e t e x t  o f  h e t e r o ­

s e x u a l i t y  ARE QUITE B ISEXU A L. NOT WHOLLY LIKEABLE PEOPLE,

BUT VERY h o n e s t  AIvD  VERY INTERESTING.

1 6 0 . THE SENSUALISTS BY BEN He c h t ,  MESs n e r , 1939-  p a p e r b a c k )

Tr e m e n d o u s  a d v a n c e  p u b l i c i t y  s o l o  t h i s  bo o k  a s  a  s e n s a t io n a l  

ITEM . I t  h a s  a  n u m ber  o f  m u r d e r s ,  a  s u i c i d e  AND A HIGHLY

INVOLVED PLOT IN A S0MB\HAT A R T IF IC IA L  fiANNER. D ESPITE ALL 

T H IS  COVER-UP THE BOOK IS  ALMOST ENTIRELY B UILT AROUND THE 

FOLLOWING STORY, ANN LAWRENCE HAS A SU PER FICIA LLY HAPPY 

MARRIAGE, AND DISCOVERS HER HUS3AND HAVING AN A FFA IR WITH 

A SEXY NIGHT CLUB S IN G E R , L IZ A  K IN G . DUE TO PLOT COMPLICATIONS



/5NN GOES TO L IZ A  AND DISCOVERS ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THAT L IZ A  

IS  A l e s b i a n  who d i s g u i s e s  h e r  i n c l i n a t i o n s  b y  n u m er o u s  

a f f a i r s  w it h  m e n .  Th e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  (An n ’ s  a n d  L i z a ' s ) 

BECOMES A LOVE A FFA IR OF A VERY INTENSE NATURE.
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IN t h e  en d  L i z a 'S  s o r d id  p a s t  c a t c h e s  u p  w it h  h e r  in  t h e  

p e r s o n  o f  t h e  m o st  h o r r i b l e  v a r i e t y  o f  h o m ic id a l  m aniac .
Sh e  i s  m u r d e r e d  in  a n  i n d e s c r i b a b l e  fiiANNER. An n  c o l l a p s e s  

WITH G R IE F  AND IS  NURSED BACK TO HEALTH BY AN OLD COLLEGE 

FR IE N D , iVARGOT, WHO IS  NOW A N U J. IN THE FIN A L CHAPTERS

Ma r g o t  t e l l s  An n  t h a t  s h e  "o n c e  l o v e d  h e r  a n d  h a s  h a d  

ELEVEN YEARS TO UNDERSTAND H E R S E LF". ANN R E A L IZ E S  HER 

WHOLE L IF E  HAS BEEN A SORT OF H ID E AND SEEK WITH LE SB IA N ISM .

Sh e  g o e s  back t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  who i s  now s o  m e n t a l l y  c a s t r a t e d

THAT h e  a w a it s  HER CARESSES WITH P A S S IV IT Y .

|6l .  HOLLY,i)0D LA YER  BY fillLTON M. GOLDEN. SIGNET, i960.

SYMPATHETIC AND INTERESTING D ISG U ISED  TRUE H IS T O R IE S  

OF VARIOUS LESBIAN COUPLES ARE INCLUDED IN T H IS  VOL­

UME OF REM INISCENCES BY A HOLLYWOOD LA'WYER. (ALSO 

in c l u d e d  a r e  ACCOUNTS OF MALE HOMIOSEXUALITY.  )

1 6 2 . ViHEM THE OWL CRIES BY PAUL B A RTLETT. Ma c m i l l a n ,  19 6 0 .

NOVEL a b o u t  MEXICO AND THE END OF THE LANDOWNERS' RU LE.

Ra u l  .v e d i n a , t h e  h e r o , i s  m a r r ie d  t o  t h e  b e a u t i f u l , 

d e l i c a t e  An g e l i q u e .  s h e  i s  a  l i f e - l o n g  l e s b i a n  who 

HAS m a r r ie d  f o r  SECURITY AND TO HAVE CHILDREN. Y*HEN 

Ca t e r  IN A, t h e i r  t e e n - a g e  d a u g h t e r , d i e s  h i d e o u s l y , 

ANGELIQUE CAN NO LONGER STOMACH MARRIAGE, SO SHE 

RETURNS TO HER LOVER, E S T E L L E . ESTELLE HAS ANOTHER 

LOVER (f e m i n i n e ) a n d  T H IS  DOUBLE BLOW SENDS ANGEL- 

IQUE OVER THE EDGE OF SAN ITY FOREVER. HAUNTING, UN­

USUAL NOVEL WITH A D IFFER EN T SETTIN G  AND PER IO D .

1 6 3 . THE DAY £  WERE MOSTLY B U TTER FLIES BY LOUISE W. K IN G , "NEW 

IvDRLD IR IT IN G  1? " ,  L IP P IN C O T T , PH ILA D ELPH IA , 19&0 .

EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF THAT RARE COMMODITY, THE HUMOROUS L E S -,  

BIAN STO RY. A LL ABOUT THE COMIC ADVENTURES OF ONE HA.RASSEO 

GAY BOY AND H IS  ItW Y LESB IAN  F R IE N D S .
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