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THE INTEGRATION OP THE HOMOSEXUAL INTO SOCIETY BY :
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O  Education of the variant, with particular emphasis on the psych­
ological, physiological and sociological aspects, to enable her 
to understand herself and make her adjustment to society in all 
its social, civic and economic implications— this to be accomp­
lished by establishing and maintaining as complete a library as 
possible of both fiction and non-fiction literature on the sex de­
viant theme; by sponsoring public discussions on pertinent sub­
jects to be conducted by leading members of the legal, psychiat­
ric, religious and other professions; by advocating a mode of be­
havior and dress acceptable to  society.

Education of the public at large through acceptance first of the 
individual, leading to an eventual breakdown of erroneous taboos 
and prejudices; through public discussion meetings aforemen­
tioned; through dissemination of educational literature on the 
homosexual theme.

e  Participation in research projects by duly authorized and respon­
sible psychologists, sociologists and other such experts directed 
towards further knowledge of the homosexual.

O Investigation of the penal code as it pertains to the homosexual, 
proposal of changes to provide an equitable handling of cases 
involving this minority group, and promotion of these changes 
through due process of law in die state legislatures.
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E D lIO f i lA L
Perversion of Freedom

C h a r l e s  H. K e a t in g ,  n a t i o n a l  ootm sel f o r  t h e  C i t l s s n s *
Com nittee f o r  D ecent l^ l te r a l ju re ,  which I s  o r g a n iz e d  i n  
some 700 oommunltles th ro u g h o u t  th e  n a t i o n ,  a d d r e s s e d  a 
sm a ll  aud ience  in  San F r a n c i s c o  r e c e n t l y  on i h a t  he 
c a l l e d  th e  " p e r v e r s io n  of freedom«" H is  t h e s i s  was 
t h a t  p u b l i s h i n g  of books on such  p e r v e r s i o n s  a s  homo­
s e x u a l i t y  and Lesbianism  i s  in d e ed  a p e r v e r s i o n  of the 
f reedom s of speech  and o f  t h e  p r e s s .  On t h i s  b a s i s  Ur. 
K e a t in g  h a s  u rged  l o c a l  law  enforcement a g e n c i e s  and l e ­
g i s l a t o r s  to  t i g h t e n  up on c e n s o r s h ip  of news s t a n d s  and 
t o  draw up to u g h e r  o b sc e n i ty  la w s .  He c la im s  t h a t  a 
group of a t t o r n e y s  i s  h a rd  a t  work d r a f t i n g  a  c i t y  o r d i ­
nance t o  be su b m it te d  t o  1 1:® San P ra n o lso o  Board o f  Su­
p e r v i s o r s  and p r e p a r in g  a b i l l  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by th e  
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  S im i l a r  a c t i o n  i s  un ­
d o u b te d ly  be in g  i n s t i g a t e d  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  an d  c i t i e s .

We would  p o in t  o u t  t o  Mr. K e a t in g  t h a t  p r e s e n t  laws con­
c e r n in g  obscene m a te r ia l  a re  a d e q u a te ,  Contrary | to  Ur,  
K e a t i n g ' s  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t ,  homosexuals do n o t  become 
so by r e a d in g  books .  The s u b j e c t  of h o m o se x u a l i ty  i s  
n o t  obscene  in  I t s e l f .  I t  i s  on ly  th r o u g h  f u r t h e r  com­
m u n ic a t io n  (which Mr. K e a t in g  would deny u s )  t h a t  t h i s  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b je c t  can ever be r e s o lv e d .

^ h e r p e r v e r s io n  of f reedom  i s  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  e x e r t e d  by 
t h e  few to  d r a f t  " lo o s e  o b s c e n i ty  law s"  which would r e ­
s u l t  i n  c e n s o r s h ip  by i n t i m i d a t i o n  t h r o u ^  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  
e a sy  o o n v io t i o n s .

The p e r v e r s i o n  of freedom i s  t o  p u t  the  po l icem an  on th e  
b e a t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t e l l  the  c i t i z e n s  of a community 
what th e y  may or  may n o t  r e a d .

The p e r v e r s i o n  o f  freedom I s  th e  " h y s t e r i a "  of a  sm all  
group of  s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  am ateur  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p ro s e c u ­
t o r s ,  and c e n s o r s  of p u b l i c  t a s t e .

T h e rp e rv e r s lo n  of freedom i s  im posing  a  p r i v a t e  I n d i v i ­
d u a l ' s  o r  g r o u p 's  o p in io n  r e g a r d in g  o b s c e n i t y  on t h e  r e s t  
o f  th e  community.

J u s t i c e  W illiam 0,  Douglas has  warned, "Once t h e  ce n so r  
e n t e r s  t h e  p i c t u r e  he becomes by v i r t u e  o f  h i s  power th e  
d i c t a t o r . . . T h e  p r a c t i c a l  e x i g e n c ie s  of a sys tem  of cen­
s o r s h ip  mean t h a t  the a u th o r  w r i t e s  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of 
the  ce n so r  who i s  beyond e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l .  He w r i t e s  
t o  av o id  the  c e n s o r ' s  p r e j u d i c e s  and d i s p l e a s u r e ,  i f  no t  
t o  p l e a s e  him. The censo r  becomes the  g r e a t  l e v e l l e r  of 
th o u g h t .  The o en so r  s e t s  a deadening  p a t t e r n  of  conform­
i t y  which one must meet or go ou t o f  b u s i n e s s . . . T h e  
te n d en c y  i s  f o r  t h e  censor to  c o n s t ru e  h i s  powers l i b e r ­
a l l y  and f r e e l y  and to  expand h i s  j u r i  sdi c t l o n . .  .Through 
t h e  a g e s  co n fo rm ity  has  been t h e  g r e a t  d e s i r e  o f  eve ry  
c e n s o r , "

We would a l s o  quo te  t h e  Bible (Romans 1 4 :1 4 ) :  "1 know
and am pe rsu a d ed  by t h e  Lord J e s u s  t h e f e  1 s n o th in g  
u n c le a n  of  i t s e l f ;  h i t  t o  him t h a t  e s te e m e th  a n y th in g  to  
be u n c l e a n ,  to  him i t  i s  u n c l e a n . "

There i s  your p e r v e r s i o n ,  Mr. K e a t ln g i

-  Dsl Mmrtim

FREEDOM - TO - READ
A c o u n te r -c o m m i t te e ,  th e  F reedom -to-Read C i t i z e n s  Commit­
t e e ,  has  been formed i n  San F ra n c isc o  by A tto rn ey  M orris  
Lowenthal to  r e s i s t  any p r e s s u r e  g roup  which t r i e s  to  a -  
b r ld g e  th e  fundam enta l  l i b e r t i e s  g u a ra n te e d  i n  t h e  B i l l  of 
R i g h t s .  Those i n t e r e s t e d  in  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e i r  freedom to  
r e a d  should  w r i t e  to  244 C a l i f o r n i a  S t . ,  Rm, 7 1 I ,  S , F , 1 1 ,



Lesbianism  and the Law
By David Hamblen, E sq u ire  
C o u n s e l lo r  a t  Law, M a ss a c h u s e t t s  Bar

L esb ian ism ,  or  female h o m o se x u a l i ty ,  has  n o t  been  th e  
s u b j e c t  c f  such e x t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by th e  law as 
male h o m o se x u a l i ty  has been ,  bu t  even  so .  L esb ian ism  
does come un d er  l e g a l  s c r u t i n y «  A r e v ie w  of  th e  r e a ­
sons f o r  l e g a l  p r e o c c u p a t io n  w i th  male h o m o se x u a l i ty  i s  
n e c e s s a r y ,  i f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  any l e g a l  p r e o c c u p a t io n  
w i th  female ho m o se x u a l i ty  a re  to  be tm ders tood»

There appear  t o  be two l i n e s  of  l e g a l  r e a s o n in g  by 
which male h o m o se x u a l i ty  i s  h e ld  i l l e g a l  -  f i r s t ,  i t  i s  
n o t  i n  ac co rd  w i th  our Ju d a e o —C h r i s t i a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ;  
i t  i s  u n - C h r l s t l a n  (Romans 1 :2 4 -2 7 ;  second ,  hom osexual­
i t y  may r e s u l t  i n  t a k i n g  advan tage  of c h i l d r e n .  The 
f i r s t  l i n e  stems from Old Testam ent days when i t  c a r ­
r i e d  t i e  d e a th  p e n a l t y  ( L e v i t i c u s  2 0 :1 3 ) ,  w h ile  th e  s e ­
cond l i n e  has t o  do w i th  tn e  enforcement o f  humane t r e a t ­
ment of d i i l d r e n ,  and t h i s  l i n e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  250 y e a r s  
o ld .

In  Old Testam ent days Baal was t h e  god o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  
o p p os ing  the w orsh ip  of Je h o v a h ,  a n d  c e r t a i n  r i t e s  o f  t h e  
p r i e s t s  of Baal were of a  homosexual n a t u r e .  Hence, male 
h o m o se x u a l i ty  became s i g n i f i c a n t  of ad h e ren ce  t o  t h e  r e ­
l i g i o n  h o s t i l e  to  the w orsh ip  of Jehovah ,  o r  t r e a s o n  t o  
God (1 K ln g s :1 2 ) .

Hence, mala h o m o se x u a l i ty  i s  p u n ish e d  because i t  i s  t r e a ­
son to  God. By a n a lo g y  female homosexual l i y  was h e ld  by 
S a i n t  P au l to  be u n - C h r l s t l a n  (Romans 1 :2 6 ) .

When the  Roman Empire was C h r i s t i a n i z e d ,  male homosexual­
i t y  was p u n ish e d  by d e a th  (Corpus J u r i s  C i v i l i s ,  I n s t i -  
tu t io n u m  J u s t i a n i a n l  Lib IV T i t  XVIII De Publlcd  s J u d i c i i s ,  
533 A .D .) .  When England was C h r i s t i a n i z e d ,  male homosex­
u a l i t y  was p u n ish e d  by b u rn in g  the  g u i l t y  one a l i v e  (Laws 
of King Edgar 77» *• 9 7^  A .D .) .

In  England d u r in g  t h e  Middle Ages male h o m o se x u a l i ty  was 
c o n c u r r e n t ly  u n d e r  the  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and the common law 
c o u r t s  (1 Hawk P le a s  t o  th e  Crown, Chap. 4 ) ;  Henry V III  
to o k  male hom osexuality  i n t o  the  common law c o u r t s  by 
s t a t u t e  (25 Hen, V I I I ,  Chap. 6 , 1 533 -34 ) .  The Colony of 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay adop ted  th e  d e f i n i t i o n s  i n  t h e  King 
James B ib le  (C o lo n ia l  Laws, S ec.  7~^» ^ ^43 ) ,  which were 
r e s t a t e d  i n  t h e  P ro v in c e  o f  M a ssa c h u se t ts  Bay (Chap. 1, 
1637) &nd a g a in  r e s t a t e d  i n  th e  Commonwealth of Massa­
c h u s e t t s  (Chap. 46,  Sec,  1, 1784 ) ,

U n t i l  1 7 1 s male hom osexua l i ty  i n  England was t r e a t e d  ex­
a c t l y  i n  accordance  w i th  the law of  L e v i t i c u s ;  In  t h a t  
y e a r  th e  r a t h e r  obscure r e a s o n in g  i n  Forbes R e p o r ts  3I 
( E n ^ a n d )  would seem t o  show t h e  b e g in n in g  of  a  l i n e  of 
c a se s  t o  p r e v e n t  t a k in g  advan tage  of c h i l d r e n .  The id e a  
was borrowed from  t h e  law of rape  i n  which i t  i s  h e ld  
t h a t  the  crime i s  commited when a g i r l  i s  too  young to  
c o n s e n t .

The d e a th  p e n a l ty  f o r  male ho m o se x u a l i ty  was a b o l i s h e d  
i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  1804 (Chap. 133» 1804),  and a s t i f f  
p r i s o n  term was s u b s t i t u t e d .  In  England the  d e a th  pen­
a l t y  fo r  male h o m o se x u a l i ty  wftS a b o l i s h e d  in  I 86I  (24 & 
25 V i c t o r i a ,  Chap. lOO).

Judges  have s t a t e d  p l a i n l y  th e  re a s o n  fo r  p u n is h in g  male 
hom osexua l i ty  to  be t h a t  i t  i s  t r e a s o n  t o  God (R u s s e l l  
on Crimes, Vol. 1 ,  P . 376,  7'kh E n g l i sh  E d . ) .  In  E n g l ish  
law t h e  o ld  F rench  maxim s t a t e s  t h a t  male homosexual­
i t y  "e s t  crime de f t a j e s te  v e r s  l e  ro y  o e l e s t r e , "  which 
means t r e a s o n  t o  God ( P e l o u b e t ' s  Legal Maxims c i t i n g  3 
I n s t .  5 8 ) .

As Lesb ian ism  was n o t  r e c o g n iz e d  in  the Old T estam ent,  
i t  was n o t  g e n e r a l l y  p u n ish a b le  by C h r i s t i a n  c o u r t s ,  bu t  
o f  course t h e r e  were e x c e p t io n s .  In  P rance d u r in g  the  
l a t e  Middle Ages two L esb ians  were burned a t  t h e  s t a k e ,  
p resum ably  because o f  S a in t  P a u l ' s  r e a s o n in g  by ana logy  
(Romans 1 : 26) .

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  th e  s t a t u t e  of 1b 61 (u b l  su p ra )  t h a t  
fem ale ho m o se x u a l i ty  was r ec o g n ize d  as a crime and be­
came p u n ish a b le  in  England , a l th o u g h  the  s t a t u t e  a p p l i e s



o n ly  wher# one p a r t y  does n o t  o r  oan no t oonsent^  a s  
th r o u g h  l a c k  of  age (Rex ve rsu s  H are ,  1 K in g 's  Bench,
Page 354 C. C. A , ,  19 3 4 ) .  E ng land  h a s  a n o t h e r  s t a t u t e  
u n d e r  which c h i l d r e n  a re  p r o t e c t e d  (12-13  ®eo, V ,,  Chap.
56,  1922) ,  and England  has  n o t  made t h e  crime of fem ale  
h o m o s e x u a l i ty  any b r o a d e r  ( E a r l  o f  H a lsb u ry :  Laws of
E ng land ,  1941, S u p p l .  V ol.  9> P a r t  XI, S ec .  1093)»

In  1887 M a ssa c h u se t ts  a l s o  p a s se d  an a c t  b ro a d e n in g  t h e  
crime of h o m o se x u a l i ty ,  and t h a t  I n c lu d e s  L esb ian ism  
even when c h i l d r e n  a r e  no t  In v o lv e d  (Laws of M ass . ,  Chap. 
272 ,  S ec .  3 5 ,  1932) .  In  a g e n e r a l  way th e  f a r t h e r  West 
the  J u r i s d i c t i o n  and t h e  more r e c e n t l y  e n a c te d  the la w s ,  
the  b ro a d e r  and more I n c l u s i v e  a p p e a r s  th e  t r e n d  of  -ttiese 
s t a t u t e s  (S e c .  2456, Rem. Com. S t a t . ,  S t a t e  o f  t a s h i n g t o n  
v e r s u s  F re y ,  Aug, 17 ,  1932; G lover v e r s u s  S t a t e ,  179 
459,  1913  -  a l so  s t a t e d  i n  101 N o r t h e a s t e r n  R e p o r t e r  629 
a t  632) .

These l a t e r  o a s e s  do n o t  seem to  draw a l i n e  between p r o ­
t e c t i o n  of c h i ld r e n  and the  i d e a s  of male homosexual 1 '^  
a p p l i e d  a n a la g o u s ly  t o  L esb ian ism . The b ro a d e n in g  of the 
s t a t u t e s  so t h a t  L esb ian ism ,  even when c h i l d r e n  are  n o t  
i n v o lv e d ,  i s  now p r a c t i c a l l y  u n i v e r s a l l y  d e c l a r e d  to  be 
a  crime in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  i s  a develbptnent m o s t ly  i n '  
the 20 th  C e n tu ry .  I t  i s  n o te w o r th y  t h a t  by modern d e­
c i s i o n s  p r o s e c u t i o n s  f o r  hom osexua l i ty  a re  the o n ly  oases  
i n  which r u l e s  o f  law and of  ev idence  are  n o t  i n t e r p r e t e d  
l i b e r a l l y  on b e h a l f  of t h e  ac cu sed ;  th e  r u l e s  a re  c o n s t ru e d  
a s  r i g i d l y  a s  p o s s i b le  a g a i n s t  th e  a c c u s e d  and c ircum ­
s t a n t i a l  e v id en c e  may c o n v ic t  (C o n n e l l  v e r s u s  S t a t e ,  I 9 
N o r t h e a s t e r n  R e p o r t e r ,  2d s e r i e s ,  267,  1939)«

On t h e  o th e r  hand ,  i t  may be s a id  t h a t  the  law in  gene­
r a l  does  n o t  d e a l  as  h a r s h l y  w i th  women a s  i t  does  w i th  
men. P u b l ic  p r o s e c u t o r s  a s  a  r u l e  a r e  no t  anx ious  t o  
t a k e  n o t i c e  o f  e a s e s  of L esb ian ism  u n le s s  th e y  becoiiB 
to o  n o t o r i o u s  or u n l e s s  they  In v o lv e  c h i l d r e n  (however 
t h e  s t a t u t e  may d e f in e  a c h i l d )  o r  u n l e s s  p r e s s u r e  i s  
broi^ght to  b e a r .  '

T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  because  t h e r e  I s  a g r o w i n g  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  homosexual I t y  I s  a  m ental I l l n e s s ,  and  a p l e a  of 
I n s a n i t y  i s  a common d e f e n s e .  Whether homosexud I t y  i s

a  r e s u l t  o f  h e r e d i t y  or of env ironm ent o r  o f  b o th  h e r e ­
d i t y  and env ironm ent,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  may n o t  a g re e s  but 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s  do ag re e  t h a t  hom o sex u a l i ty  i s  a m en ta l  
I l l n e s s  and a i b j e c t  t o  p s y c h i a t r i c  t r e a t m e n t .

E esb lans  o f t e n  have a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  be a c c e p te d  by 
s o c i e t y ,  bu t  t h e r e  i s  a  g u l f  between a  more or l e s s  sym­
p a t h e t i c  a t t i t u d e  c u r r e n t l y  on th e  p a r t  o f  the law c o u r t s  
and  ac ce p ta n c e  by s o c i e t y .  As Lesb ian ism  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  modern t im e s  seems t o  be l i n k e d  by ana logy  more a id  
more w i th  t r e a s o n  t o  Cod ( a t  l e a s t  peop le  seem to  f e e l  
t h a t  way about i t ) ,  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  c o n s id e r  
L esb ian s  to  be c r i m i n a l s ,  vdtlle  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r a l s  ( i n ­
c lu d in g  Humanists)  c o n s id e r  L esb ian s  t o  be m e n ta l ly  111 
p e r s o n s ;  i t  i s  t o  be f e a re d  t h a t  a c ce p ta n ce  by our  J u -  
d a e o - C h r l s t l s n  s o c i e t y  would be p r o b l e m a t i c a l .

* • • • •

»APHRODITE» RECORDING AVAILABLE

The DOB Book and Record S e rv ice  has  had many r e q u e s t s  f o r  
APHRODITE, ^ r e c o r d i n g  of t h e  SONGS OF BILITIS by P i e r r e  
Louys. -There^are two d i f f e r e n t  albums t a k e n  from t h i s  
v e ry  l y r i c  poem. The American Record Guide s a id  t h i s  r e ­
co rd  was a  " d a r in g  e n t e r p r l s e . . . t h e  most sensuous  vo ice  
I n  t h e  m t i r e  m lcrogroove c a t a l o g u e . . .handsom ely  execu­
t e d . "  Both of t h e  r e c o r d s  a re  o f  the h ig h e s t  a r t i s t i c  
c a l i b e r  and t a s t e .

AND b o th  of t h e  r e c o r d s  a r e  a v a l l a b l e l  The e s t a b l i s h e d  
l i s t  p r i c e  i s  $4.98 each ; however, t h e  DOB Book S e rv ic e  
i s  n o t  In  a p o s i t i o n  f i n a n c i a l l y  t o  make an  advance 
" q u a n t i t y "  o r d e r .  The cash  o u t l a y  i s  p r o h i b i t i v e .

BUT I f  we r e c e i v e  enough ADVANCE o r d e r s  w i th  check a t ­
t a c h e d ,  we w i l l  o rd e r  th e s e  r e c o r d s  fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
th r o u g h  t h e  Book S e r v ic e .

Those of  you who a r e  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a in in g  c o p ie s  of 
t h e s e  r e c o r d s ,  p l e a s e  send $ 4 .98  (add 4^ s a l e s  t a x  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a )  to  DOB Book S e r v i c e ,  I 65 O 'P a r r e l l  S -t. ,  Rm. 
405,  Ban F ra n c isc o  2 ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  Advance o r d e r s  w i l l  
n o t  r e q u i r e  the u s u a l  h a n d l in g  c h a rg e .  Those o r d e r s  
f o r  s in g l e  albums w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  a s  o r d e r s  f o r  
Volume 1 o n ly .



o n ly  whepo one p a r t y  does  n o t  o r  oan n o t  oonsent»  a s  
th r o u g h  l a c k  of  age (Rex v e rsu s  H are ,  1 K ing’ s Bench,
Page 354 C. C, A . ,  1934 ) .  Eng land  h a s  a n o t h e r  s t a t u t e  
u n d e r  which c h i l d r e n  a re  p r c t e o t e d  (12 -13  Oeo, V ,,  Chap.
56,  1922) ,  and England  has  n o t  made t h e  crime of  fem a le  
h o m o s e x u a l i ty  any b r o a d e r  ( i*arl o f  H a lsb u ry :  Laws of
E ng land ,  1941, S u p p l .  V ol.  9,  P a r t  XI, S ec .  IO95) .

In  1887 M a ssa c h u se t ts  a l s o  p a s se d  an a c t  b ro a d e n in g  t h e  
crime of h o m o se x u a l i ty ,  and t h a t  in c lu d e s  Lesb ian ism  
even when c h i l d r e n  a r e  no t  in v o lv e d  (Laws of M a ss , ,  Chap, 
272 ,  S ee ,  3 5 ,  1932) ,  In  a g e n e r a l  way t h e  f a r t h e r  West 
the  J u r i s d i c t i o n  and t h e  mors r e c e n t l y  e n a c te d  the  la w s ,  
the  b r o a d e r  and more i n c l u s i v e  a p p e a r s  th e  t r e n d  of  th e s e  
s t a t u t e s  (S e c .  2456, Hem. Com. S t a t . ,  S t a t e  o f  W ashington 
v e r s u s  P re y ,  Aug, 17, 1932; C lover  v e r s u s  S t a t e ,  179 I n d ,  
459,  1913  -  a l so  s t a t e d  i n  101 N o r t h e a s t e r n  R e p o r t e r  629 
a t  632) ,

These l a t e r  c a s e s  do n o t  seem to  draw a  l i n e  between p r o ­
t e c t i o n  of c h i ld r e n  and the  i d e a s  of male ho m o se x u a l i ty  
a p p l i e d  a n a la g o u s ly  to  L esb ian ism .  The b ro a d e n in g  of the 
s t a t u t e s  so t h a t  L esb ian ism , even when c h i l d r e n  are  n o t  
in v o lv e d ,  i s  now p r a c t i c a l l y  u n i v e r s a l l y  d e c l a r e d  to  be 
a crime in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  i s  a  developm ent m o s t ly  i n  
t t e  20 th  C e n tu ry .  I t  i s  n o te w o r th y  t h a t  by modern de­
c i s i o n s  p r o s e c u t i o n s  f o r  h o m osexua l i ty  a re  the o n ly  oases  
i n  which r u l e s  o f  law and of  ev idence  are  n o t  i n t e r p r e t e d  
l i b e r a l l y  on b e h a l f  of t h e  ac cu sed ;  the  r u l e s  a re  c o n s t ru e d  
a s  r i g i d l y  a s  p o s s ib le  a g a i n s t  th e  a c c u s e d  and c lroum - 
s t a n t i a l  e v id en c e  may c o n v ic t  (C onne l l  v e r s u s  S t a t e ,  I 9 
N o r t h e a s t e r n  R e p o r t e r ,  2d s e r i e s ,  267» 1939)«

On t h e  o th e r  hand , i t  may be s a i d  t h a t  the  law in  gene­
r a l  does n o t  d e a l  as  h a r s h l y  w i t h  women a s  i t  does w i th  
men. P u b l ic  p r o s e c u t o r s  a s  a r u l e  a r e  no t  anx ious  t o  
t a k e  n o t i c e  o f  c a s e s  of L esb ian ism  u n le s s  th e y  beoone 
to o  n o t o r i o u s  or u n l e s s  they  In v o lv e  c h i l d r e n  (however 
t h e  s t a t u t e  may d e f in e  a  c h i l d )  or u n l e s s  p r e s s u r e  i s  
brought to  b e a r .

T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  because  t h e r e  i s  a g row ing  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  h o m o se x u a l i ty  i s  a  m en ta l  I l l n e s s ,  and  a p l e a  of 
i n s a n i t y  i s  a common d e f e n s e .  Whether h o m o se x u a l i ty  i s

a  r e s u l t  o f  h e r e d i t y  or of env ironm ent op of b o th  h e r e ­
d i t y  and env ironm ent,  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  may n o t  a g re e s  but 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s  do ag re e  t h a t  h o m osexua l i ty  i s  a m ental 
I l l n e s s  and s u b je c t  t o  p s y o h i a t r l o  t r e a t m e n t ,

^ s b l a n s  o f t e n  have a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  be a c c e p te d  by 
s o c i e t y ,  bu t  tihere I s a  g u l f  between a  more or l e s s  sym­
p a t h e t i c  a t t i t u d e  c u r r e n t l y  on th e  p a r t  o f  the law c o u r t s  
and ac ce p ta n c e  by s o c i e t y .  As Lesb ian ism  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  modern t im e s  seems to  be l in k e d  by ana logy  more end 
more w i th  t r e a s o n  t o  Cod ( a t  l e a s t  peop le  seem to  f e e l  
t h a t  way abou t i t ) ,  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  co n s id e r  
b e s b ia n s  to  be o r i m l n a l s ,  i r t i l le  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r a l s  ( i n ­
c lu d in g  Hum anists)  c o n s id e r  l e s b i a n s  t o  be m e n ta l ly  i l l  
p e r s o n s ;  i t  i s  t o  be f e a r e d  t h a t  a c ce p ta n ce  by our  J u -  
d a e o - C h r l s t i a n  s o c i e t y  would be p r o b l e m a t i c a l .

• * • * *

•APHRODITE’ RECORDING AVAILABLE

The DOB Book and Record S e rv ice  has  had many r e q u e s t s  f o r  
APHRODITE, a r e c o rd in g  of  t h e  SONGS OP BILITIS by P i e r r e  
Louys. There a re  two d i f f e r e n t  edbums t a k e n  from t h i s  
v e ry  l y r i c  poem. The American Record Guide s a id  t h i s  r e ­
co rd  was a  " d a r in g  e n t e r p r i s e . . . t h e  most sensuous  vo ice  
i n  t h e  oi t l  re  m icrogroove c a t a l o g u e . . .handsom ely  execu­
t e d . "  Both of t h e  r e c o r d s  a re  o f  the h ig h e s t  a r t i s t i c  
c a l i b e r  and t a s t e .

AND b o th  of t h e  r e c o r d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e l  The e s t a b l i s h e d  
l i s t  p r i c e  i s  $4.98 each ; however, t h e  DOB Book S e rv ic e  
i s  n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  f i n a n c i a l l y  t o  make a n  advance 
" q u a n t i t y "  o r d e r .  The cash  o u t l a y  i s  p r o h i b i t i v e ,

BUT i f  we r e c e i v e  enough ADVANCE o r d e r s  w i th  check a t ­
t a c h e d ,  we w i l l  o rd e r  th e s e  r e c o r d s  fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
th r o u g h  t h e  Book S e r v ic e .

Those o f  you who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a in in g  c o p ie s  of 
t h e s e  r e c o r d s ,  p l e a s e  send $4 .98  (add s a l e s  t a x  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a )  to  DOB Book S e r v i c e ,  I 65 O 'P a r r e l l  S t . ,  Rm. 
405,  San P ra n c lsc o  2 ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  Advance o r d e r s  w i l l  
n o t  r e q u i r e  the  u s u a l  h a n d l in g  c h a rg e .  Those o r d e r s  
f o r  s in g l e  albums w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  a s  o r d e r s  f o r  
Volume 1 only.



S m
A STORY BY J m  ADOISON

"ARE YOU TRYING TO TELL  ME YOU DON'T WANT TO DO TH IS  REMAKE OF
'F IN A L  Fl i g h t ' ? "  Ol d  " S ? e a t  Mo g u l ' s " b a s s  ro a r  f i l l e d  e v e n  h is

COLOSSAL PLUSHY O FF IC E .

Da r e  Amory g a v e  h im  t h e  slo w  nod and ir o n ic  g r in  so  lo v ed  b y  fa n s

AND im it a t e d  BY TEENAGERS FROM END TO END OF THE COUVTRY. "TH AT'S 
R IG H T , 6.M ,"  Sh e  knew  how h i s  n ic kn a m e  t ic k l e d  h im  AMD HOW 
L IT T L E  HE'D L IK E  THE REST SHE HAD TO SAY. "YO U 'LL NEVER GET ME 
INTO IT  U N L E S S ..."

"MIGOO, g i r l ,  WHAT'S VIRONG WITH YOU?" HE WAS BELLOWING NOW.
"You KNOW WHAT THE BOX-OFFICE TAKE WAS ON THE 1940 JOB WITH Ga IL  
HAYDON? AND YOU'D BEAT HER -  MORE THE T Y P E . NOT THAT YOU LOOK 
L IK E  Amanda Geb h a r o ,  th a n k  Goo ,  b u t . . . "

"1 WISH I DID,’ "

"C H R IST , YOU ARE F L IP P IN G ! . . .  WHAT I MEAN, YOUR BU ILD , THAT WALK 
YOU CAN PUT ON, THE WHOLE EFFEC T . GET YOU IN THOSE FLY ER 'S  S U IT S , 
TH EATERS'LL NEED B U ILT-IN  RIOT SQUADS TO HOLD THE BOBBY-SOXERS.
You PASS TH IS  UP, YOU BELONG IN THE LOONY B IN ."

"O K , G .M ., MAYBE THAT'S WHERE I ' L L  END UP. BUT I MEAN I T ,  I ' L L  
NEVER P U Y  'F IN AL FLIG H T' UNLESS THE ENDING IS  CHANGED."

" Ch a n ce  t h e  end? What ' s  t h a t  b u t  t h e  whole damn p o in t  o f  t h e  * 
STORY? BUTCHY, hard- mouthed DAME, 'ANYTHING A MAN CAN DO I CAN 
DO B E T T E R .' WINS ALL THE TRO PHIES, SOLOS THE ATLAN TIC , MARRIES 
A M ILLIO NAIRE WHO CAN BUY HER ALL THE PLANES AND LICENSES SHE 
WANTS. So WHAT'S LEFT  BUT THE PA C IF IC ? MaD AS HELL BECAUSE 
SHE CAN'T SOLO THAT, AND B IG  BRASS WiON'T OK A DAME FOR HER CO­
P IL O T . So TAKES IT  OUT ON THE POOR GUY THAT'S STUCK IN WITH HER, 
MAKES HIM NOTHING BUT A GREASE-MONKEY. ONLY ALL THE TIME SH E'S  
GETTING m ea n e r ,  UNDERNEATH SHE REALLY WANTS HIM BUT DON'T 
KNOW I T .  So THEY CRASH ON SOME ISLAND, HE SAVES H ER , HER SHELL

CRACKS, AND SHE FINDS H ERE'S  SOMETHING A MAN CAN DO THAT SHE 
CAN 'T!"

"And t h a t ' s  w hat' s  a l l  wrong.  Am atca Gebh a ro  wiasn' t  l i k e  t h a t .  
SHE d id n ' t  end  UP THAT WAY. SHE COULDN'T. "

"So, 'V aS you O ERE, C H A R LIE?'"

"  I KNEW HER. NOT PERSONALLY. THOUGH I DID SEE HER ONCE WHEN I 
WAS ABOUT FOUR. ONE OF MY AUNTS WENT TO COLLEGE WITH HER. BUT 
SHE WAS MY IDEAL. I READ EVERYTHING IN PRINT ABOUT HER WHILE 
SHE WAS A LIVE AND AFTER . SHE'D NEVER GIVE A TUMBLE TO T H A T . . ."

"OK, Mi s s  Re w r it e ,  l e t ' s  h a v e  yo ur  s c r i p t . "

Da r e  sh u d d ered  a  l i t t l e  a t  t h e  o m in o u sly  q u ie t  sa r c a s m ,  so much

WORSE THAN H IS  ROARS. " I T  WOULD HARDLY NEED CHANGING AT A L L , 
UNLESS MY MEMORY IS  A WASHOUT, AW  I'V E  SEEN IT  HALF A DOZEN 
TIMES ONE W»Y OR ANOTHER. THE DIFFERENCE WIOULD BE IN THE WAY 
GEBHARO WAS PLAYED. INSTEAD OF COCKY AND ARROGANT WITH A BIG  
'DOWN' ON MEN, YOU'D DO HER AS SOMEBODY W IT H ...V IS IO N . JUST TWO 
BIG  THINGS IN HER L I F E :  FLYING AND PROVING THAT WOMEN AREN'T
JUST f e m a l e s .  I KNOW SHE MARRIED ENDICOTT, BUT HE WAS OLD ENOUGH 
TO BE HER FATHER. HE GAVE HER COMPLETE FREEDOM; HE LOVED H E R . . .  
HER DEDICATION. H IS F IR S T  WIFE WAS A WCTCN'S COLLEGE PRESIDENT, 
REMEMBER. HE LIKED  WOMEN WITH SOMETHING TO L IV E  FOR BESIDES 
MEN."

"He a r ,  h e a r ,  b i l l y  Graham ,  ju n io r .  Bu t  w it h  a  l in e  l i k e  t h a t ,
WHAT'S THE ENDING?"

"W ELL, IF  SH E'S  BEEN DECENT TO HER C O -P IL O T ,.. IF  YOU'VE WORKED 
UP A FEELING OF COMPLETE RESPECT AND ADMIRATION BETWEEN T H EM ...
IF  TH EY'RE REAL BUDDIES BY THE TIME THEY CRASH, YOU'D SHOW THEM 
CLINGING TO THE LAST SCRAPS OF FLOATING WRECKAGE, PRETTY WELL 
BANGED UP, WASHED OVER BY THOSE AWFUL PA C IFIC  WAVES, A N D ...JU S T
SAYING, 'Go o dbye and h a p p y  l a n d in g s . ' "  To h er  f u r y  h e r  v o ic e

THICKENED. "'WE COULD JERK TEARS WITH THAT, ALL R IG H T ,"  SHE 
ENDED, WITH A FA IR  IMITATION OF EVERYBODY'S OCCUPATIONAL CYNICISM .

"And HAVE THE WHOLE THING JUST ONE GODDAM DOCUMENTARY," THE GREAT 
MOGUL SAID IN A VOICE L IK E  COLD S T E E L . AS HE STARED AT HER UNDER



LEVEL L ID S  SHE SAW FOR THE F IR S T  T|HC VSHAT SHE HAD HEARD CALLED 
H IS  "SN AKE'S E Y E S " . SHE HAD THOUGHT THE PHRASE A RANK L IB E L .
Af t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  o f b e in g  h is  w h it e -h ea d ed  p e t ,  s h e  knew  a t  u s t  
WHY h e  was f e a r e d .  AND NOW » €  WAS FRIGHTENED AND BEGINNING TO 
F E E L  VERY COLD.

"W ELL, BABY, I GUESS WE’ VE HAD IT , "  HE WENT ON WITH THE IDENTICAL 
VOICE AND LOOK. "YOU’ VE MADE MONEY FOR US -  AND GOO KNOWS WE’ VE 
MADE AN ACTRESS OF YOU. OUT OF A SKIKNY SCARECROW HIGH SCHOOL 
v a l e d ic t o r ia n  WITH NOTHING BUT BRASS-PUVTED NERVE AND A D IETRICH 
KINO OF V O IC E ." He  TOOK A CORONA FROM Th£ HAND-TOOLED HUMIDOR, 
VERY d e l ib e r a t e l y  PIERCED I T ,  L IT  I T ,  AND V EILED  HIMSELF IN A 
CLOUD OF RICH SMOKE. " B U T . . .  YOU’ RE NOT A SC R IPT  W RITER, AND 
YOU'RE NOT BOSS OF COLOSSAL-LNIVERSAL. SO MAYBE YOU'D BETTER SET 
UP AS ANOTHER INDEPENDENT PRODUCER, BECAUSE WHEN I F IN ISH  TALK­
ING WITH MY FRIENDS -  AND ENEMIES -  THERE WON'T BE A LOT OF STLOlO 
DOORS OPEN TO YOU." AFTER ANOTHER SLOW MOtWENT HE ENDED, HARDLY 
a b o v e  a  w h is p e r ,  "YOU Goddam d y k e . "

Da r e  amory r o s e  to  h er  f u l l  f i v e - e ig h t  w it h  t h e  e a s y  g r a c e  h er

FIVE-YEAR  SLAVE SENTENCE HAD TAUGHT HER. "THANK YOU, G .M .,"
SHE GRINNED, AS OFFHAND AS IF  HE HAD TOSSED HER ONE OF H IS  LUSH 
COMPLIMENTS. ShE WALKED OUT OF THE COLOSSAL PLUSHY O FFICE WITH 
THE GAIT h e  WANTED HER TO USE FOR GEBHARO, ShE SCATTERED A TR A IL 
OF CASUAL GREETINGS BEHIND HER AS SHE WENT THROUGH THE OUTER 
O FFIC ES . In s id e  t h e  fr o n t  e n t r a n c e  s h e  s h u t  h e r s e l f  in  a  phone 
BOOTH AND D IALED .

WHEN A SOFT T e x a s  drawl a n s w er ed ,  s h e  s a id  a s  s o f t l y ,  "C o n n ie ,
DO YOU r e a l l y  mean IT  ABOUT THAT RANCH, ALL YOU'VE BEEN SAYING?"

"DO i :  BUT, GOOD Lo ro ,  you  Da r e - d e v i l ,  w hat ’ s  u p? .ih a t 'r e  you

TALKING a bo u t? "

" I 'V E  JUST BEEN F IR E D . TELL  YOU LATER. AND 1 ^  ALL OF A SUDDEN. 
I'M SICK  TO DEATH OF THE WHOLE RAT RACE. HAVING TO l^£AR COIFFURES 

AND CHIFFONS AND BE PAWED ON AND OFF THE SET BY SLAVERING WOLVES 
AND ACT AS IF  I LAAHVED IT J  W ILL YOU R ISK  RETIR IN G  ON WHAT WE'VE
GOT SAVED? B e c a u s e  i f  ' y e s , '  I ' v e  got to  s e e  a  u w y e r  and a  b a n k .

" WE'VE GOT SAWED? YOU KNOW GOOO'N''W£LL WHAT THERE IS  IN MY SAV-
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INQS. BUT -  I 'L L  EVEN RISK LETTING YOU 'KEEP' ME, IF WE CAN
JUST GET OUT OF T H IS . . .T H IS , . .O H , HURRY HOME]"

"  I 'M ON MY W AY."

On e  o f t h e  m e s s e n g e r s ,  ru n n in g  in to  h e r  a s  she  ̂ b u r s t  o u t ,  g a s p e d

AN APOLOGY. AM5 THEN, " J E E 2 , MISS AMORY, YOU GOT AN OSCAR OR GOT 
engaged  or s o m et h in ' ?  YOU'RE SHOOTIN* OFF STARSi"

"NOPE, BUSTER, I'M m a r r ie d . "  S fC  TOSSED OVER HER SHOULDER AS SHE 
RAN FOR HER WHITE MERCEDES. AND BY THE TIME THAT GETS BACK TO 
HEDDA, SHE THOUGHT GLEEFULLY AS SHE RAN, OOI'HA JONES AND CON­
STANCE MORTON W ILL BE SAFE IN A SHABBY L IT T L E  SHACK HIGH UP IN
THE Valley, AndI mho'll  know they're Dare Amory and secretary?

I'M VERY SELF-CONSCIOUS, I OFTEN 
FEEL THAT PEOPLE ARE LAUGHING AT ME.



tH O o d  fH i4 C e ilc U tiM

PETITION

GIVE ME A BLACK NIGHT 
VIHEN THE MOON STALKS THE SKY 
A GOLDEN CONQUEROR;

Th e  PEAL OF SUMMER THUNDER,
Th e  BROODING VSHISPER OF AUTUMN LEAVES.
Th e  ro ar  o f w in t e r ' s  ic y  b l a s t .

Pe r m it  a  l o n e ly  s t r e t c h  of bea c h  
VIHERE d riftw o o d  L IE S  WAITING 
To BE GATTCRED AND BURNED 
UNTIL ITS  FLAMES R IVAL THE STARS.

LET ME KNOW THE SHADOWS
DENSE AND OCCULT CHARM
(HERE I MAY MEDITATE
AND DISCOVER THE PATH TO WISDOM,

Allo w  me t h e  b e a u t y  o v erlo o ked  b y  o t h e r s ,
I ’ L L  s e e k  t h e  s p le n d o r  OF NATURE'S WRATH 

And CROWN MY LOVE WITH NIGHT BLOOMING CEREUS,
Wh il e  w ea ker  s o u l s  g a t h e r  t h e  p a l e  m orning- g l o r ie s  
And c l a im  t h e  e t e r n a l  b r i l l ia n c e  o f t h e  s l n .

-  Ca r o l  Ha l e s

SO LONG IT SEEMED

SO LONG IT  SEEMED
Th e  w a lls  o f  d a il y  rounds

Sh u t  o f f  our l o v e .
And th en  u s t  n ig h t ,
In t h e  d ark  

c l o is t e r e d  w armth ,
Your s il k e n  s k in  b e n ea t h  my h an d s .
Th e  kn o w led ge o f  our c l o s e n e s s

Was  m ir r o r ed  in  t h e  u r g in g s  o f t h e  f l e s h .

-  D.M.L.

U

SONNET IV

J u s t  you  and I .  l e t ' s  bo th  e s c a p e  t h e  h e a t .  
Cl im b  up  a  h i l l  and lo v e  t i l l  d ay  i s  d o n e ,
UP w here t h e  corn i s  gold  a g a in s t  th e  s i n .  
p la n t  d e e p  in  e a r t h  our b a r e  and t h ir s t y  f e e t .
JUST YOU AND I ,  FRESH WITH THE SMELL OF YOUTH, 
MUSKED WITH THE SCENT OF HUMAN PASSION FLOWER, 
VteN'T HEED THE RUMBLE FROM AN IVORY TOWER.
NOR FIND A FARMING TERM SO MJCH UNCOUTH
R ig h t  w h ere t h e  e a r t h  l i e s  p l a in  and unashamed 
Of  s e e d  or dew  or  v a r ie d  p r o g en y .
Go WHERE THE PLOW HER BROWNISH CRUST HAS CLAIMED 
Th e  BOUNTY OF HER GOLDEN CHARITY.
JUST YOU AND I -  FORGET THE OTHER THINGS -  
LOST IN THE RAPTURE OF A MILLION SPRINGS.

-  ARTEMIS SMITH

WHY I AM GAY

Grandma i n s i s t s  i t ' s  h e r e d it a r y ,
MOTHER'S S ID E  IS N 'T  ORDINARY.
Daddy sw ea rs  t h e  f a u l t  i s  m o th er ' s , 
Sh e  a lw ays  fa vo u red  my b r o t h e r s .  
Mo th er  e x p l a in s  t h e  blam e  i s  d a d ' s ,  
h is  l a c k  o f d is c i p l i n e  m s  b a d .
My  doctor  d e c l a r e s ,  j u s t  a  p h a s e .  
Ou r  m in is t e r  s a y s ,  b a d l y  r a is e d .
Th e  a n a l y s t  t h in k s  I n eed  a  b e a u ,  
Bu t  i t  was b e c a u s e  o f l o v e ,  I know.'

-  morgen F it z g e r a l d



TVOI^Z)
Qaj« The word oomaeted too sloBoly •  pdrtlolp&tlOTi In
what th e  " o u t s i d e r s "  c a l l e d  t h e  w orld  of  f a i r i e s  and 
q u e e r s .  And t o  my t i m i d  f r i e n d  and  me any su c h  I n f e r e n o e  
t o  o u r s e lv e s  was b r u t a l »  u n w a r ra n te d ,  and a b s o l u t e l y  t r u e ;  
h e n c e ,  t h e  prob lem  o f  f i n d i n g  a n o th e r  d e r i v a t i v e  I n  o r d e r  
b e s t  t o  av o id  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  We sought the  p e r f e o t  word 
t o  t a g  t h e  gay man or  woman w i th o u t  a t  t h e  same t i n e  
r e v e a l i n g  so much as a  normal c u r i o s i t y #

N o n e th e le s s ,  a  normal c u r i o s i t y  we d i d n ' t  l a c k ,  and i t  
became im p e r a t iv e  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a t i s f y  same we must 
come up w ith  a  word, be i t  H indu, Hebrew, or p l a i n  
Hoboken, t h a t ' d  f u l f i l l  our n e e d .  F i r s t  w e 'd  though t  
c o l o r s .  Blue? Somehow i t  has  a  k in s h i p  w i th  gay ,  due,
I  would say ,  t o  i t s  v e r y  c o n t r a r i n e s s .  How can you f e e l  
b lue  and  be gay? o r  f e e l  gay and be b lu e ?  t treen .  He s 
a g reen? That d i d n ' t  seem s e n s i b l e ,  somehow.

P erhaps  a  sh a p e .  The h i p s t e r  u s e s  t h e  word s q u a r e ,  d o e s n ' t  
he? But th e  word "round"  sounded r i d i c u l o u s  i n  t h a t  
•sense .  ?fe s c r a t c h e d  i t  o f f .  (T ry  u s in g  r e c t a n g l e .  T h e r e ' s  
a  sound of  c o n f u s io n  a b o u t  i t — ta n g l e d  w recks or s o m e th in g . )

A few days of s e a r c h  went by ( a b o u t  s i x t y ) .  I t  o c c u r re d  
t o  us t h a t  t o  c o i n  a word w o u ld n ' t  do ,  e i t h e r ,  t h e  r e a s o n  
b e in g  t h a t  i f  we sh o u ld  say som e th ing  l i k e  s h e ' s  a 
"kokopandoon ,"  w e 'd  a rouse  t t e t  normal c u r i o s i t y  I  was 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  And f o r  a  word l i k e  "kokopandoon" how 
e l s e  can two normal p eo p le  l i k e  my t im id  f r i e n d  and me 
i n t e r p r e t  i t  t o  mean a n y th in g  bu t gay?

All e l s e  chucked from  th e  l i s t ,  we were n e a r l y  a t  t  he 
end of our hope when by some f lu k e  we had  the  good 
f o r t u n e  of m eeting  a f r i e n d  of a f r i e n d  who, i t  would 
seem^< h a i l e d  f ro m  B os ton .  The good fo r tu n e  had l i t t l e ,  
i f  a n y th in g ,  to  do w i th  e i t h e r  t h e  c h i r a o t e r  o r  th e  
p e r s o n a l i t y  of th e  f r i e n d  of a f r i e n d  -  bu t  t h a t  in d e ed  
he h a i l e d  from  B os ton .  Not t h a t  t h e r e  was a n y th in g  
un ique  a b o u t  t h a t .  I t  was even t r u e  (anybody w ou ld 've

known i t  i f  t h e y  th o u g h t  ab o u t  i t )  t h a t  t h e  B os ton ian  
was a s  f a r  from gayhood a s ,  l e t  u s  sa y ,  V a t ic a n  C ity  
i s  from Acapulco. Back home, he t o l d  u s ,  he had done 
som eth ing  o r  o th e r  i n  a boo t and shoe f a c t o r y .  A l l  I  
could  t h in k  of a t  t h e  t im e  was sm e l ly  f e e t  and a l l  I  
s a i d  was t h a t  i t  seemed l i k e  a  good o c c u p a t io n .

The id e a  of the  new name f o r  gay guys and g a l s  d i d n ' t  
come to  me r i g h t  away. I t  came, i n  f a c t ,  w h i le  I  was 
o cc u p ie d  w ith  my t o i l e t ,  a f t e r  I ' d  washed a  couple of 
u n m e n t io n a b le s ,  fo l lo w ed  by so c k s .  I t  was w h ile  doing 
the l a t t e r ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h a t  the to e  p a s se d  th e  h e e l  on 
i t s  way i n s i d e  o u t .  " B o s to n ia n J"  I  t h i n k  I  screamed, 
a n i  a  f e e l i n g  of warm s a t i s f a c t i o n  oame o v e r  me.

H aving t o l d  my f r i e n d  n e x t  day, s h e  too  seemed p le a s e d  a t  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s .  The somehow p u r i t a n i c a l  c o n n o ta t io n  
c o u ld  nowhere be m isunders tood  ( o r ,  i n  our a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
u n d e r s t o o d ) .

B o s s - t o n e - l a n .  (Note the  a f f i n i t y  h ere  of " i a n "  w i th  t h a t  
o f  a n o th e r  " f o r b id d e n "  gay w o rd . )  And so ,  B os ton ian  i t  
became. We were no longe r  h a ra s s e d  by a word beyond our 
r e a c h ,  knowing t h a t  he re  a t  l a s t  was a  word f o r  our  u s e .  
N o n -s u sp e c t .  P l a i n .  O rd in a ry .  A word t h a t  d i d n ' t  arouse 
t o o  much i n t e r e s t  o r  c u r i o s i t y  a s  maybe "kokopandoon"
J u s t  might have .  In d e e d ,  our v e ry  f i r s t  chance t o  use th e  
word was t h r i l l i n g .  Have you e v e r  t h o u g h t  vhat i t ' d  be 
l i k e  t o  shout In  church  ¡Just be fo re  the p a s s in g  o f  t  he 
p l a t e ?  T h a t ' s  w hat i t  was l i k e ,  u s i n g  "o u r"  word f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t im e .

We used  t h e  word f r e q u e n t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  s a v o r in g  our 
s e c r e t ,  e n jo y in g  i t ,  a p p ly in g  i t  to  a l l  whom we su sp e c te d  
of  " b e i n g . "  (Sometimes I  t h i n k  we o v e r e s t im a te d  the  
number Ju s t  so we could use th e  w o rd . )  Then i t  happened . 
Somewhere a lo n g  t h e  l i n e ,  i t  happened . Wg began t o  r e g a rd  
t h e  word a s  we had f i r s t  r e g a rd e d  a l l  o t h e r  words in  
r e f e r e n c e  to  gay p e o p le .  To say "B o s to n ia n "  we might 
have been s a y in g  q u e e r ,  f a i r y ,  b u tc h ,  dyke, f l i t ,  and on 
and on ad i n f i n i t u m .  I t ' d  su d d e n ly  become taboo  to  u s .  
When u s in g  i t  w e 'd  come to  a  w h isp e r  so m inute t h a t  i t  
was sh a p in g  our b r e a th  around  the  sound, so t h a t  on ly  
my t im id  f r i e n d  and I  would know what we were t a l k i n g  
ab o u t  o r  s u g g e s t in g .



We h a d n ' t  thrown I t  ou t  a l to g e th s  r  when one d a y  a  f r i e n d  
who made a  th reesom e on a  shopping  j a u n t  a p p e a re d  p u z z le d .  
H a s t i l y  and  w i th  t o o  much f e r v o r  I  had r e f e r r e d  t o  a 
saleswoman a s  a B o s to n ia n ,  when f r i e n d  number t h r e e  
lo o k e d  askance  a t  me and c a u t io n e d  t h a t  p e rh a p s  I!d^^been 
w o rk in g  to o  h a r d . .  How could one m is take a "you a l l "  
and a " s h o - n u f f "  for Boston?

N e e d le s s  to  say I ' v e  never  s in c e  used  th e  word, a n d 'v e  
d e c id e d  t h a t  * t l s  b e t t e r  to  be caught I n  a  t r u t h  l e s t  
you be caught i n  a  l i e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t o  t h i s  day,w 
when a man i s  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  a  B o s to n ian  I  must rem ind 
m y se l f  t h a t  Indeed  he must be from B os ton ,  {But some­
t im e s  I  have my s u s p i c i o n s . )

- Mans M a rlin s

On C e n s o r s h i p
M THE IKTCTEar OF 0|SCtj08IN9 A SINQtE 8MAIÍ 9JT ÜOLV CMC OF
CENSORSHIP SP EC IF IC A LLY  DIRECTED AT LESBIAN ISM , I WOILO L IK E  TO 
a c q u a in t  yo ur  r e a d e r s  w it h  t h e  HISTORY OF A RECENT NOVEL.

In 1958,  THE Fren c h  p u b l is h e r ,  Gr a s s e t ,  bro ught out a  n o v el  
ENTITLED U  REPOS DU GUERRIER.  TH IS  NOVEL, WRITTEN BY A YOUNG 
FRENCHWOMAN, CHRISTIANE ROCHEFORT, WAS AN IMMEDIATE SUCCESS, A 
BEST-SELLER , AND WAS WELL RECEIVED C R IT IC A LLY , iT  SUBSEQUENTLY 
WON THE AWARD CALLED "LE PR IX  OE LA NOUVELLE VAGLE". Th IS  SUC­
CESS CAUSED THE AMERICAN PUBLISH ER, DAVID MCKAY, TO PURCHASE 
RIGHTS TO IT  AND IT  WAS TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH BY LOWELL Ba IR 
AND PUBLISHED AS WARRIOR'S REST |N I959.  Th E BOOK WAS WELL RE­
CEIVED BUT NOT NEARLY SO ENTHUSIASTICALLY AS IT  HAD BEEN IN ITS  
ORIGINAL VERSION, |N I96O THE BOOK WAS REPRINTED BV FAWCETT
(Cr e s t ) a s  a  p a p e r b a c k ,

SOMEWIERE b etw een  THE PUBLISHED FRENCH VERSION AM3 THE P06LIS>CD
En g l is h  (Am e r ic a n ) v e r s io n ,  t h e  c e n s o r s ' s c is s o r s  d id  t h e ir  work .  
In t h e  o r ig in a l  Fren c h  n o v el  i t  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f a  l o v e l y  young

FRENCHWOMAN WITH A HIGHLY LESBIAN BACKGROUND WHO INADVERTENTLY 
SAVES THE L IF E  OF A BEATNIK-TYPE ALCOHOLIC MALE. HE HAS A

le

POWERFUL PERSONALITY AND HE SEDUCES HER Al® GRADUALLY W »S  
h e r  in to  a  PERIOD OF HETEROSEXUALITY. WHEN HE FINOS HER BE­
COMING BORED, HE INTRODUCES A WOMAN INTO THEIR l l F E  AND HIM­
SELF  TAKES THE ROLE OF VOYEUR. THEN NEAR THE END OF THE 
book a  bo y- g i r l  o f g r e a t  BEAUTY AND CHARM, «HO AFFECTS "MEN 
THROUGH THEIR MIMIS AND «OWEN TVROUGH THEIR SEN SES," APPEARS 
ON THE SCENE AND THE HEROINE REVERTS TO EMOTIONAL LESBIANISM

a t  o n ce .

In t h e  En g l is h  (Am e r ic a n ) t r a n s l a t io n ,  alm o st a l l  r e f e r e n c e  to  
THE HEROINE'S PAST L IF E  IS  CUT OUT ALTOGETHER SO THAT ThE READER 
DOES NOT REALIZE HER LESBIAN NATURE. SOME REFERENCE TO LESBIAN­
ISM IS  LEFT  IN THE CENTER SECTION, BUT ONLY THE EPISODES INSTIGA­
TED BY TL€ MAN IN H IS  ATTEMPT TO DEGRADE THE HEROINE. EVEN MORE 
DESPICABLE, THE ENDING IS  ALTERED TO MAKE IT  APPEAR THAT THE MAN 
ATTRACTS THE YOUNG G IR L  RATHER THAN THE HEROINE.

Th e  C R IT IC  «ho r e v ie w e d  w a r r io r ' s  Re s t  fo r  th e  London t im e s  l i t e r ­
a r y  Su p p lem en t  h a s  t h i s  to  s a y  a bo u t  t h e  d e l ib e r a t e  c e n s o r s h ip :
"A  c u r io u s  c e n s o r s h ip  h as  b e e n  a t  work in  t h is  t r a n s l a t io n .
Pa g e s  a r e  c u t  w h ich  d e s c r ib e  t h e  h e r o in e ' s  s e x u a l  e x p e r ie n c e  of 
h e r  own s e x ,  and t h e r e b y  much o f th e  p o in t  of t h is  (C o u t t e - l i k e )
FICTIO N  IS  m is s e d .  TH IS  IS  EXTREMELY RELEVANT TO 1>€ GAMINE «HO 
a p p e a r s  toward t h e  END TO ENCHANT THE OUTSIDE HERO, THE FRENCH 
ORIGINAL MAKES IT  CLEAR THAT IT  IS  THE HEROINE WHO IS  ATTRACTED 
TO THE G IR L ."  (MARCH I I ,  I96O, P , I66)

It  i s  PERHAPS PERM ISSIBLE FOR A TRANSLATOR TO OMIT TED I0L6 
DESCRIPTION OR TR IV IA  FROM A NOVEL, BUT NOT TO DELETE MATERIAL 
ESSEN TIAL TO THE UNDERSTAND ING OE THE BAS IC CONCEPTS OF THE PLOT, 
NOR TO OMIT ANYTHING THAT W ILL MAKE THE READING OE THE BOOK LESS 
MURKY AND UNCLEAR. AN OCCURRENCE OF TH IS KINO IS  DESPICABLE IN 
A WORLD -  A COUNTRY -  SUPPOSEDLY DEDICATED TO FREEDOM.

O m m  MO LEE STJART

VILLAGE BOOKS w i l l  s e a rc h  f o r  o u t - o f - p r i n t  t i t l e s  a t  no 
o b l i g a t i o n .  Also a v a i l a b l e  a t  no c o s ts  c a ta lo g u e  #18 on 
v a r i a n t  women In  l i t e r a t u r e .  F e a tu re d  I s  Mary R e n a u l t ' s  
f i r s t  n o v e l ,  "P rom ises  of Love", $1 .50 p a p e r -b a c k .

VILLAGE BOOKS
1 1 4 - n i  C h r i s to p h e r  S t r e e t ,  Now York 1 4 , New York



LESBIANA i?i
BY GENE OiAMON

155. NIGHT MUSIC BY SVEN STO LPE. SHEED AND WARD, I96O.

Re g in a ,  r e j e c t e d  d a u g h ter  o f  t h e  FTí im e  Min is t e r  o f  an

UNNAMED MODERN STA TE , TURNS FOR LOVE AND AFFECTION TO ISA­
B E L L E . Re g in a  and Is a b e l l e  c a r r y  on a  n e a r l y  -  b u t  not

QUITE -  CONSUMMATED LOVE AFFAIR WHICH ENDS WHEN ISABELLE 
SUPPOSEDLY BECOMES CHASTE THROUGH RELIG IO N . MURKY AND SAD 
BUT VERY W ELL W RITTEN . BOTH WOMEN ARE IN TELLIG EN T , ADULT, 
AND AWARE OF THEIR MUTUAL ATTRACTION AND IT S  IMPLICATIONS, 
Th is  i s  POSSIBLY t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t im e  an ALL-CATHOLIC PRESS 
HAS PUBLISHED A NOVEL DEALING DIRECTLY WITH LESBIAN ISM . IT  
IS  SURPRISING THAT THE TONE IS  NOT NEARLY SO CONDEMNATORY 
AS ONE MIGHT EXPECT FROM A CATHOLIC PRESS , CONSIDERING THE 
Roman Ca t h o l ic  ch u rch ' s  o p in io n s  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,

156.  THE LITERATURE OF P O S S IB IL IT Y  BY Ha z e l  E ,  Ba r n e s ,  u n iv e r ­
s i t y  o f  NEBRASKA PRESS, 1959.

Dr .  Ba r n e s  i s  an a s s o c ia t e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  Cl a s s ic s  a t  t h e  
Un i v e r s i t y  o f Colorado  and i s  an a u t h o r it y  on Ex is t e n t ia l is m  
AND ¿EAN-PAUL SARTRE. TH IS BOOK DISCUSSES THE FICTIONAL 
WORKS OF Sa r t r e ,  Cam us ,  and S imone d e  Be a u v o ir  tho roughly 
AMO in c l u d e s  c o m p let e  ANALYSIS OF THE HOMOSEXUAL AND LES­
BIAN COMPONENTS IN BOTH SARTRE'S WORK AND SOME OF OE BEAU­
VO IR 'S  WORK, fo r  THE SCHOLAR ONLY, AS IT  IS  ROUGH GOING IN 
SOME SPOTS. ViELL WORTH IT ,  THOUGH, FOR A COMPLETE PICTURE 
OF AN im po rtan t  PHASE IN WORLD LITERATU RE,

157. HALL OF DEATH BY NEDRA TY R E . SIMON AND SCHUSTER, I960.

An  e x c e l l e n t  c h il l in g  m y s t e r y  s e t  in  a  g i r l s '  r efo r m a to r y .  
Th e r e  a r e  v a r ia n t  to u ch es  in  t h e  c o m p l ic a t e d  p l o t  and a  
c l e a r l y  l e s b ia n  d ev o t io n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  one g i r l .  To ld  b y  
A m ore- than- s y m p a t h e t ic  t e a c h e r  who h a s  b e e n  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  
THE G IR L 'S  em o tio n .

"NOT TO START ANOIHER CONTROVERSY OOINQ, BUT . . .  THERE WERE SOME
b l a t a n t  in a c c u r a c ie s  in  t h e  Le s b ia n a  collwn o f t p e  Oc t o b e r  i s ­
s u e ,  Co r r e c t io n s ,  p l e a s e !  the YOUNG AND INNOCENT d o es  not d e ­
p i c t  ' a  s u c c e s s f u l  Le s b ia n  m a r r ia g e ' ,  La v in ia  Ca r t w r ig h t  and 
Sandra  k e e l  a r e  not ' f u l l y  a d u lt  and in t e l l ig e n t  women' .  Th e r e

IS  NO 'UNUSUAL ASPECT OF THE LESBIAN RELATIONSHIP' IN TH IS  BOOK. 
AND FURTHER -  ONE DOES NOT 'HOPE TO SEE MORE FROM TH IS AUTHOR'
(BE IT MAN OR woman)!

"WHAT HAPPENED TO GENE Da MON? TRYING TO SELL FOR THE DOB BOOK 
SERVICE?"

L. P,, California

♦ *  ♦ » ♦

" E v e r y  c o v er- to- c o v er  r e a d in g  of THE LADDER l e a v e s  me w ith  a  nag­
g in g  IN MY BRAIN ThWT ALL IS  NOT RIGHT WITH THE ENDEAVORS OF THE 
DOB, NOW, TO IVIY SATISFACTION, I HAVE PUT THE FINGER ON THE CAUSE 
OF MY D ISQ U IET . I OBJECT TO THE MERELY LESBIAN APPROACH. I PRE­
FER TO SEE THE PROBLEM OF THE LESBIAN AS AN ASPECT OF THE LARGER 
PROBLEM OF SOCIETY TODAY; CONFORMITY -  THE NEGLECT OF THE INDI­
V ID U ALISTIC  IMPULSE THAT ALONE LEADS TO CREATIVITY AND THE U LT I­

MATE ENRICHMENT OF CULTURE.

"HOW MANY OF US LESBIANS WOULD NOW BE BURIED IN DESPAIRING CON­
FORMITY, KNOWING NOT WHENCE OLR D ESPA IR , IF  WE HAD BEEN BORN HE­
TEROSEXUAL? As IT  IS ,  OUR CONFORMITY IS  HIGHLY CONSCIOUS, AR­
T IF IC IA L , AND DECIDEDLY D ISTASTEFU L, WERE WE NOT HOMOSEXUAL, 
many o f  US ’/lOULD HAVE NEITHER THE INTELLIGENCE NOR THE SEN SI­
T IV IT Y  TO SEE DEEPLY THE PLIGHT OF MODERN MASS MAN.

"THE LADDER MAKES MUCH OF THE PROBLEM OF INTEGRATING LESBIANS 
INTO SOCIETY AT THE SAME TIME THAT PROBING M||vOS IN THE HE­
TEROSEXUAL WORLD DECRY THE PRESENT TREND TOWlARO DEHUMANIZATION



(OTHER-OIRECTEDNESS, ORGANIZATION MAN, E T C . ) .  FRANZ ALEXATOER,
IN THE WESTERN MIND IN TRANSITION DEPLORES AMONG OTHER THINGS 
THE ATROPHY OF MEN'S PRIVATE L IV E S . NOT EVEN |N H IS  OIW HOME 
IS  A MAN ENCOURAGED TO BE HIMSELF -  TO PURSUE H IS  OWN UNIQUE 
BEIN G .

"WHAT AT ONE TIME TO MOST OF US SEEMED A CURSE IS  PERHARS A 
BLESSING TO A L L . WE AS LESBIANS KNOW IN A VERY PERSONAL WAY 
SOMETHING ABOUT RETAINING AND DEVELOPING OUR PARTICULAR IDENT­
IT IE S .  Pe r h a p s  in s t e a d  o f p l e a d in g ,  'P l e a s e ,  w o rld ,  a c c e p t  
us -  WE'RE REALLY VERY N ICE AND NOT A B IT  D IFFEREN T' WE SHOULD 
SA Y , 'LOOK, WORLD, ll£ UN3ERSTAND THE AGONY OF LOSING VIHAT EACH 
OF YOU FINOS BEST IN YOURSELF AND VIE CAN HELP YOU TO BE lAlA- 
FRAIO OF YOUR UNIQUENESS!"'

R. L., California

^

" I HAVE BEEN PLEASED IN THE LAST FEW ISSUES OF THE LADDER TO SEE 
THE 'BORDERLAND' LESBIAN A R T IC LES . I AM CERTAINLY NOT AN AUTHOR­
ITY  ON ANY SUBJECT, BUT FROM MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND JUDGING 
FROM REMARKS MADE BY MY FRIENDS WO ARE MARRIED, I B ELIEV E  THE 
MAJORITY OF THE 'BORDERLAND' LESBIANS ARE THAT JUST BECAUSE OF 
IGNORANCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY.

" I  ENvX)YEO J a y  WALLACE'S ARTICLE AND FULLY AGREE WITH HER WHEN 
SHE SAYS THAT 'THE TRUE LESBIAN CANNOT TELL  YOU "WHY" IN SO 
MANY G L IB  PH RASES.'

" I  HAVE BEEN MARRIED 13 YEARS AND HAVE FOUR CHILDREN. THEY HAVE 
BEEN MISERABLE YEARS OF FEAR AND GUILT BECAUSE OF MY INADEQUACY 
AS A W IFE AND MOTHER. I B EL IEV E  I CAN HONESTLY SAY THAT I AM AS 
GOOD A MOTHER AS I CAN POSSIBLY BE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES,
St i l l  t h e  f a c t  r e m a in s ,  my h usband  i s  a  v e r y  um happy man altho ugh

HE IS  UNDERSTANDING, IT  PUTS A STRAIN ON THE FAI^ILY AS A WHOLE,
FOR, AS Ge o r g in a  llo y d  w ro te ,  *1 h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a b l e  to  c u r e  
m y s e l f  o f what I am -  a  m a s c u l in e  s o u l ,  w it h  MASCULINE D ES IR ES ,
IN A FEMININE BO DY,'

"But may I say that we married Lesbians certainly do not live in 
THE world o f sunshine. TRUE, LOVE AND DUTY BRINGS US BACK, BUT

WE L IV E  IN A HOUSE WITH THE WIND«® SO DIRTY THAT ONLY A FEEBLE 
LIGHT COMES THROUGH."

B .  H . ,  OREGON

* * ♦ ♦ *

"THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF TIMES WHEN I HAVE TAKEN EXCEPTION 
TO THE REVIEWS IN THE LESBIAN A. I HAVEN'T SAID ANYTHING TO DATE, 
BUT THE REVIEW OF YOUNG AND INNOCENT IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE WAS THE 
LAST STRAW. On THE STRENGTH OF YOU? REPORT THAT THE AUTHOR EX­
AMINES 'A  SUCCESSFUL LESBIAN M ARRIAGE', I ORDERED A COPY FROM 
YOUR BOOK SER V IC E . NET RESULT -  ONE BIG QUESTION: DiO GENE
DAMON REALLY READ THIS BOOK?

" I f  s h e  D IO , PERHAPS SHE CAN T E LL  ME JUST HOW SHE CAME TO 'DE­
L IBER A TELY , ILLOGICALLY AND WRONGFULLY' USE THESE WORDS IN RE­
FERENCE TO THE YOUNG AND INNOCENT? DOES SHE REALLY CONSIDER A 
RELATIONSHIP BASED ON 'LO N ELIN ESS ', DECEIT AND BLACKMAIL 'SUC­
CESSFUL'? Pe r h a p s  Mi s s  Damon 9?oulo  t a k e  u p  t h e  s tu d y  o f s e ­
m a n tic s  . . .  I DON'T THINK WE'RE SPEAKING THE SAME LANGUAGE!"

M. D , ,  CALIFORNIA

♦ *  *  + »

"SORRY, BUT I THINK YOU'VE MISSED THE BOAT. Y E S , I'M REFERRING TO 
THE DOB'S RECENT CORRESPONDENCE WITH MAYOR CHRISTOPHER, THE POLICE 
C H IE F 'S  R EPLY , AND THE COMMENTS IN THE OCTOBER LADDER REGARDING 
TH IS  MATTER. TO BE BLUNT, NOWHERE IN THE REPLY BY CHIEF C AH ILL,
AS IT  WAS PRINTED, WAS THERE ANY EVIDENCE THAT OFFICIALDOM IS 
GOING TO APPLY 'A  L IT T L E  MORE UNDERSTANDING'.

"NOW L E T 'S  BE R E A L IS T IC . HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR IS  CONSIDERED 
SOCIALLY DEVIANT BEHAVIOR. BY THAT I MEAN IT IS  CONTRARY TO THE 
INSTITUTIONALIZED NORMS OF SO C IETY . ROBERT K . MERTON, ONE OF THE 
FOREMOST SOCIOLOGISTS IN THE UNITED STATES , HAS TH IS TO SAY A B ^ T 
THE LIBERALISM  OF SOCIETY WITH REGARD TO DEVIANT BEHAVIOR: 'NOR 
DOES SOCIETY LIGHTLY ACCEPT THESE REPUDIATIONS OF ITS VALUES; ^0 
DO SO WOULD BE TO PUT THESE VALUES INTO QUESTION .' HE GOES ONj 
IN H IS  SOCIAL THEORY AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE, TO SPEAK MORE S P EC I­
F IC A LL Y , USING ECONOMIC DEVIANCE AS AN EXAMPLE, SO PLEASE FORdjVE

:J ••



MY p a r a p h r a s in g ,  ’ TkOSe WHO HAVE ABANDONEO THE QUEST FOR "«HAT 
SOCIETY v a l u e s "  ARE RELENTLESSLY PURSUED TO THEIR HALWTS BY A , 
SOCIETY INSISTENT UPON HAVING ALL IT S  MEMBERS ORIENT THEMSELVES 
TO "THE SOCIALLY CORRECT V A LU ES ." ' (P. 15*)

"The PO LICE a r e  on ly  t h e  a g e n t s  o f  s o c ie t y  AND AS SUCH MUST AND 
W ILL FOLLOW ITS  D IC TA TES. ROBERT LINDNER, PSYCHOLOGIST AND AUTHOR 
OF THE FIFTY-MINUTE HOUR, PUTS IT  TH IS WAY: 'BECAUSE THESE
(HOMOSEXUAL) DESIRES ARE SEXUAL AND OUR C IV IL IZA T IO N  IS  ESSEN­
T IA LLY  AN TI-SEXUAL, and b e c a u s e  THESE D ESIRES CAN BE G RATIFIED  
ONLY IN A HIGHLY PARTICULARIZED FASHION CONSIDERED INIMICAL TO 
IT S  VERY STRUCTURE, SOCIETY RESPONDS TO THEM IN A MANNER THAT 
CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS UNCOMPROMISINGLY H O S T IL E .' (MUST ilE
CONFORM? PP. 45- 6)

" I  THINK YOU ARE HIDING YOUR HEAD IN THE SAND IF  YOU THINK THERE 
IS  GOING TO BE ONE IOTA MORE UNDERSTANDING. YOU HAVE OVERLOOKED 
THE f a c t  THAT THERE IS  A GREAT DEAL MORE HERE THAN SIMPLY THE 
OVERT ACTIONS OF THE SAN FRANCISCO P O L IC E . NOT TO LOOK BELOW 
THE SURFACE IS  AN ATTEMPT TO CORRECT THE SYMPTOM WITHOUT TREAT­
ING THE CAUSE."

P .S .  ,  CALIFORNIA

•  ♦ *  + *

" I  GET TH E  WEEKLY OVERSEAS EDITION OF THE MANCHESTER GUARD l iN , 
PERHAPS ONE OF THE THREE MOST SOBER AND R ELIA BLE NEWSPAPERS IN 
THE WORLD. In a  RECENT NUMBER THEY WERE REPORTING ON A NEW PHASE 
( or e x p a n s io n ) OF THE FAMOUS HYDE PARK TUB-THUMPERS OR SPEAKERS. 
It  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  had  b e e n  a  r e c e n t  e x t e n s io n  OF t h e ir  a l ­

l o t t e d  s p a c e , and t h e  p a p e r  had  s e n t  a  r e p o r t e r  TO w r it e  on an y  
NEW DEVELOPMENT. THERE (AS NO DOUBT YOU KNOW) YOU MAY EXPATIATE 
FREELY ON ANY SUBJECT YOU L IK E  -  COMMUNISM, ATHEISM, 'DOWN WITH 
THE r o y a l  f a m il y ; '  -  NO m a tter  how h a ir  (or  h a r e ) BRAINED, SO 
LONG AS YOU DO NOT ADVOCATE OR ATTEMPT TO IN IT IA TE  VIOLENCE. THE 
BOBBY STANDING NEAR W ILL PROTECT YOU IF  THE CROWD RESENTS WHAT 
YOU SA Y . L E L L , in  t h i s  CASE, THE REPORTER SAID THAT OUT OF CURI­
O SITY HE STROLLED OVER TO QUITE A LARGE AND ATTENTIVE CROWD, AND 
WAS FLOORED TO FIND THE SPEAKER HOLDING FORTH, SOBERLY AND S E R I­
OUSLY, ON HOMOSEXUALITY. HE SAID THE SPEAKER WAS GOOD, CLEAN AND 
TO THE PO INT, AND SO ALSO WAS THE CROWD WITH TH EIR  QUESTIONING,

a l l  WAS GONE OVER IN THE PLAINEST LANGUAGE, WITH NO BOWDLERISINO 
OR PUJSSY-FOOTINQ N IC E T IE S . HE SAID 1C WAS ASTO NIStED ."

F. B ., Ca l if o r n ia

If. * * * *

■ | . «  RECEIVED « E  ISSUE OE JU.Y, .« >  rv E  R M
IN 'DCe CONVENTION' THE RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEW OF ThE  REV .

Eastbu rn .

"RECENTLY ORDAINED M INISTER, I THINK I'M ABLE TO GIVE A D IF -
I ' . E  ROT «  LORD T.RES ,R  «  « I R I S ™  .3 «  

REV . EASreVRR, BUI P€»*R S I •<* » « E  EVRERIERCE CWCERRIRO ■«-

MOSEXUAL PROBLEMS.

-  OFTEN THE MORAL OF CHURCHES IS  BORN FROM THE HEBRAIC MORAL, 
« ¿^ ¡L  OF TABOOS. THIS MORAL CONDB*VED ALL PRACTICES 
DIDN'T CONCUR IN THE PROPAGATION OF THE RACE; IS  THE REASON 
COHDEMNING MASTURBATION AHD HOMOSEXUALITY.

"BUT NOW, WE'VE PASSED THC ERA OF RACES A m  w£'VE A TTA im o ^ E  
ERA OF THE UN IVERSALITY. IN OUB OVER-PEOPLED WORLD, THOSE TA­

BOOS ARE OUT OF D A T E ...

. .IR s ra o  OF D t GCO PURiailRS tre goo umvsstsnoi« .
« 1 S T . «  EO .IC  ,S  BASSO »  «  L « V S ...C 0 « S « R IR S  OR-

LY t h a t  WHICH IS  DETRIMENTAL FOR OTHERS.

"1 B EL IEV E  THE HOMOSEXUALITY IS  A PART OF THE NATURAL ORDE^ 
and to  COHOEMN i t  WWLD BE UNNATURAL, AND WOULD BE EQUIVALENT 
TO CONDEMN THE NATURAL PLAN, THE D IV IN E PLAN.

..A  RO.AN CATHOLIC PR IEST WROTE RECENTLY:
mot t h e  t a s k  to  DESTROY H IS TENDENCY, TO CHANGE H IS NATURE. 
T h e  i s  a  t r u e  h o m o sexual t h a t  i s  a s  u «>o s s . b l e  a s  to  change

H IS  h a ir s '  c o lo u r .  '

"FOR CLOSE, I THINK THE HOMOSEXUAL CAN BE FRANKLY, HONESTLY
am id  t h e  ch urch ,  t h e  m y s t er y  of Goo i s  to  l o v e  u s  a s  we a r e .

REV. P . E . UURENT
Pa r i s ,  Fr a n c e



h v t

o
V tiAN:Klr
/VN)P
JOHN’N'U

45 RPM
SEND $1.98 PLUS .15 HANDLING 
CHARGE FOR EACH RECORD.
IN CALIF. ADD 4%  SALES TAX.

Order
new

while
the

supply
laslsl

AVAILABLE-ONLY THROUGH 
D.O.B. BOOK SERVICE 
1 65 O FARRELL ST.
ROOM 406
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

THE
SONGS ON WAX
FEATURING

LISA BEN

N O W  O U T  

The

K E V A L
and

Other G ay  Adventures

LUSTY 
STORIES

by Harry Otis

Published by ONE Inc.

a racy trip around the world
Saucy and sexy tales of homo­
sexuals in the Orient and 
Latin America.
KEVAL  Brings you a most 
memorable reading experi­
ence. Full-size, paper-back, 
two color cover.

i  1 .S 5

Add 20c for shipping costs, tax in Colifornic

ORDER NOW

E  DAUGHTERS OF BIUTIS E  
£  165 O'Farrell St., Rm. 405 S  
“  San Francisco 2, Calif.

I N C O R P O R
B I U T I S

A T E O

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS sod San Franciaco Chapter: 165 OTarreU 
Street, Room 405, San Francisco 2, California
New York Chapter: 1133 Broadway, Room 304, New York 10, New York. 
Los Angeles Chapter: P. O. Box 3904, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles, 
California.
MEMBERSHIP in die Daughters of Bilitis is limited to women 21 years 
of age or older. If in San Francisco, New York or Los AngeleSjatea, 
direct inquiry to chapter concerned; otherwise write to National Office 
in San Francisco.
t h e  LADDER: a monthly publication by the DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, 
INC., mailed in a plain sealed envelope for $4.00 per year.

CONTRIBUTIONS are gracefully accepted from anyone who wishes to 
assist us in our work. We are a non-profit corporation working entirely on 
donated labor. Our fees are not of snch amounts as to aUow for much 
expansion of the publication. While men may not become members of the 
DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS, INC., many have expressed interest in our ef­
forts and our puMicatioo and have made contributions to farther our work. 
Of course, anyone over 21 years of age may subscribe to THE LADDER.

DAUGHTERS OF BIUTIS. INC.
165 O T an e ll Street — Room 406 
San Francisco 2, Califbcnia

Please send THE LADDER for year(8) in a plain sealed envelope to 
address below. I enclose $ at the rate of S4.00 for each year ordered.

NAME.

a d d r ess .

CITY. ZONE__ STATE.

/ M  o*«r 21 y se n  of os* (SigssJ).




