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Assem bly Race Heats Up

R o b e r ta  A c h te n b e rg  a d d e d  so m e  fire w o rk s  
to  th e  a sse m b ly  cam paign  d u rin g  a d e b a te  

la s t T u esd a y  w hen  sh e a ccu sed  Joh n  B u rto n  
o f  a  la ck  o f  e th ics a n d  p u b lic ly  ra ised  

th e  sp e c te r  o f  ch ro n ic  absen tee ism  
w h ich  p la g u e d  B u rto n  d u rin g  h is 

la s t f i v e  yea rs  in  C on gress.
T h e a ccu sa tio n s s e t  u p  th e  p r in c ip a l 

d is tin c tio n s  b e tw een  th e  tw o  fro n t-ru n n ers  
w h o  fo u n d  th em se lves  a g ree in g  on  m o s t  

issu es in vo lv in g  s ta te  con cern s.
K a ren  E v e re tt re p o r ts  on  th e  d e b a te  

on  p a g e  5.
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H a rv a rd  F o ru m  F o cu ses on  A c tiv ism

Gay Leaders Push for Political Breakthroughs
by Chris Bull
Congressm an Barney Frank P -M A )  drew hisses 
from  a crowd o f alm ost 400 when he declared that 
recent civil disobedience on the p art of B oston’s 
lesbian and gay com m unity was not a “ useful”  
political strategy and am ounted to little m ore than 
“ th erapy ”  for the movem ent. Frank  m ade his 
rem arks at a M arch 14 forum at H arvard ’s 
Kennedy School o f G overnm ent featuring Virginia 
A puzzo, P at N orm an , H arry Britt and Frank. The

event was m oderated by John Boswell, a  professor 
of history at Yale University.

F ra n k ’s com m ents overshadow ed  strong  
speeches by the panelists, who put forth agendas 
for the post-N ational M arch on W ashington 
(M OW ) lesbian and gay com m unity, which they 
claimed is poised for im portant political break
throughs. The four leaders joined in advocating 
increased funding for A ID S treatm ent and

research, the repeal of antilesbian and gay 
immigration laws and  federal legislation to prohibit 
discrim ination in housing and  em ploym ent.

Apuzzo, Britt and  Norman advocated increased 
grass-roots activism and direct confrontation  as the 
best way to further the lesbian and  gay liberation 
m ovement, while Frank pushed for working within 
the “ system .”

Continued on page 13
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BEER BUST & BARBECUE
for
T h e NAMES P ro jec t
N a t i o n a l  A I D S  M e m o r i a l  Q u i l t

at
S .F . EAGLE
12TH AND HARRISON

SATURDAY  
MARCH 2 6 , 1 9 8 8  
1 5 0 0  - 1 8 0 0
(3 :0 0  -  6 :0 0  p.m.)
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Hosted by: 

MR. MARCUS

Special Guests: 
COLT THOMAS 

EMPEROR STEVE RASHER 
EMPRESS LILY STREET 

THE S.F. CALENDAR MEN 
TOM AMMIANO 

Special Entertainment

$ 7 D o n a tio n
A SECTION OF THE QUILT WILL BE DISPLAYED  

The NAMES Projeot Prosonts Tho

H IX  X H E  K O i'V O
A Special Senp-Off For The National Tour of 

The AIDS Memorial Quilt

M o n d a y  E \ / o n i n g ,  M a r o h  2 3 , 1 9 3 3 , 7 : 3 0  P .M .
S a n  F r a n c is c o  W a r  M e m o r i a l ,  H e r to s t  T h e a t r e

7 \ / a n  N e s s  a t  M c / \ l i i s t e r

S i g n i n g  f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g  i m p a i r e d

Hosted By M ARC A GOMEZ AND DANNY WILLIAMS

Smash Performances t>y GWEN AYERY & PAT WILDER, DAYID  
CANFIELD, THE FLIPS, THE S.F. G A Y  FREEDOM D AY MARCHING BAND 

AN D TWIRLING CORPS and cast members from "AMERICAN 
JUKEBOX"St eve  Silver's BEACH BLANKET BABYLON ", "BITTERSUITE", 

’END O F THE WORLD WITH SYMPOSIUM TO FOLLOW", "GREATER TUNA", 
"LADY DAY", "PARTY OF ONE", "PUTTIN’ ON THE GLITZ"

$10 B a lcony  
$20 Dress C irc le

$30 Orchestra 
$ 1 OO Box

Tickets A\rctiicit>le at STBS Ticket Booth, Charge-By-Phone S5 2 -3 SSÓ,

BASS Ticket Outiets, NAMES Project Office

Gays, Lesbians Spearhead Peace Demos

Lesbiin and gay protesters were in the vanguard of the week-long demonstrations against United 
States troop deployments in Honduras. On Tuesday night, more than 2,000 demonstrators rallied 
behind a banner “Gays, Lesbians Say No W ar’ ’ and marched for three hours throughout the city to 
rally public sentiment behind a pohey of no more military intervention in war-torn Central America, 
a conflict fueled by policies of the Reagan adminsitration.

While Tuesday’s rally was specifically set aside as a night o f gay and lesbian protest, the lavender

stripe was a predominant part of the other demonstrations that started last weekend. Many of the 
demonstrations originated in the Castro and marched the mile to the Federal Building in Civic 
Center.

Demonstrators called for an end to Central American military expenditures and a diversion of 
public funds to pay for A ID S treatment, research and public education.

S evera l H u n d re d  C o n fro n t C h ie f  J o rd a n

Gay Anger Rises over Smoot Case
by Charles Linebarger
Several hundred gay men and lesbians gathered last week to confront 
Police Chief Frank Jordan over the police investigation into the murder 
of George Smoot. And in a panel-led discussion, a group of gay leaders 
promised to punish Judge Weinstein for his antigay comments delivered 
at the trial of Smoot’s killer last month.

police who searched Smoot’s home the 
night of his murder were heard laughing 
by Smoot’s neighbors as far as a block 
away from his home. Asked Coles, 
“ Have you already started investigating 
it? Have you started talking to neigh-

Said Dr. Bill Paul, president of the 
Stonewall Democratic Club, “The con
cern is that there was a biased investiga
tion and that there was police mis
conduct in the homicide investigation of 
the death of George Smoot. We also be
lieve there was judicial misconduct in 
the defamation of George Smoot by the 
judge.”  (Judge Weinstein called the ac
tions of Smoot in allegedly making a 
sexual pass at his killer “ reprehensible” 
and “ criminal” when he pronounced 
Smoot’s killer guilty of manslaughter in 
the death of the gay man.) Paul added, 
“ Smoot was in effect found guilty of his 
own murder. And we feel that George 
ISmootj was also defamed in the mass 
media, notably by the release of his 
private diaries.”

Jordan responded to the panel’s 
criticism of his department’s investiga
tion of the Smoot murder by saying that 
he was not able to respond to specifics 
in the case because Smoot’s killer will

be sentenced on March 25, “ so it’s very 
difficult for me to talk about the case in 
terms of the actual case itself, but I can 
talk about some of the procedures in 
homicide and ^ m e  of the questions 
that have been brought to my attention 
this week by members sitting here on 
this panel. I can also guarantee you that 
after the 25th, after the case is over, I 
think it’s proper not only for me but for 
others, including the district attorney, 
judge Weinstein and whoever else you 
think is appropriate to sit down and dis
cuss this with you.”

Jordan noted that the original charge 
against Smoot’s killer, justifiable homi
cide, was not brought by the police 
department but by the district attorney. 
“ Our officers brought this to the DA as 
simply a homocide,”  said Jordan. “ We 
had to let them make the determination 
as to what has to come next, whether 
it’s murder, first degree, second degree, 
manslaughter, whatever it may be.

Larry Zabo (standing, right), George Smoot’s former lover, described the 
murdered gay man as wonderful, creative, hardworking and at times irascible. 
The portrait was given at a community forum that called for an investigation of 
police conduct during their investigation of the murder.

That’s why it’s important that we have 
a further meeting after March 25, so we 
can determine where that charge came 
that the police department recommend
ed justifiable homicide.”

ACLU attorney Matt Coles asked 
Jordan about charges that the

bors or are you waiting until after sen
tencing before even looking into it?” 

Jordan said he wanted the names of 
the neighbors who made the allegations 
about police laughter the night of the 
murder.

Randy Schell of Community United

Against Violence (CUAV) told Jordan 
that he had been unable to get a copy of 
the police report on the Smoot case. 
“The first time I saw a report on this 
case was tonight,”  said Schell. 
“ Previously it hadn’t been made avail
able to me.”

Former supervisorial candidate Pat 
Norman was outraged by police and 
judicial procedures in the Smoot 
murder case. Said Norman, “ What’s 
going on here? When you allow this 
kind of crime to go unpunished, then 
the next time a gay man or lesbian in 
tliis city is murdered, it’s OK because 
their behavior was at some time that 
day, or some other time, “ reprehen
sible.’ ”  Added Norman, “ If a crime is 
a crime in any community, then it is a 
crime in every community.”

Ken Jones caused the only laughter 
of the evening by questioning the 
media’s amazement that George Smoot 
may have been attracted to “good- 
looking young men between the ages of 
18 and 25. Would there have been any 
attention paid to this if he had been a 
straight man attracted to good-looking 
women between the ages of 18 and 25?” 
asked Jones.

CUAV also came under attack at the 
meeting when Schell was asked why he 
hadn’t notified the community earlier 
that a miscarriage of justice was taking 
place in the Smoot investigation. Schell 
also reportedly sent a letter to the police 

Continued on page 12



Agnos Named 
Humanitarian o f the Year

Mayor Defends 
Olympics Decision
by Alex MacDonald
Mayor Art Agnos Tuesday night went before some 300 corporate ex
ecutives, clergy and laity and defended the city’s controversial decision 
to invite the 19% Olympics to San Francisco only if the US Olympics 
Committee ends its antigay discrimination. Accepting the 1988 
Humanitarian of the Year Award from the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. Agnos told the audience at the Fairmont Hotel. 
“The majority of the Board of Supervisors, with my support, went on 
record stating that no community in our city is expendable for the conve
nience of others.”  The audience gave the Mayor’s remarks a warm, 
polite but less than enthusiastic response.

The Board’s invitation, authored by 
Supervisor Harry Britt, would require 
the USOC to end its ban on the use of 
the word “ Olympics”  by Gay Games 
as well as to lobby Congress to end im
migration restrictions on lesbians and 
gays and to include a gay sporting 
organization on the USOC Board. The 
Board of Supervisors narrowly ap
proved the bid by a six-to-five vote after 
an acrimonious debate which saw 
Supervisors Molinari and Maher renege 
promises to support Britt. It also saw 
Supervisor Nelder come over to Britt’s 
side.

The day after the vote. Supervisors 
Hsieh, Molinari, Kennedy and Maher 
began a movement to repudiate the 
board’s action by placing an uncondi
tional invitation to the USOC on the 
June ballot. The mayor and the super

visors who voted with Britt have since 
received hundreds of angry letters and 
phone calls accusing them of toadying 
— or worse — to the gay community. 
Opposition to the Britt resolution is also 
based on the belief that loss of the 1996 
Olympics will cause the city to lose 
revenues.

Many gay leaders here are afraid that 
the resolution on the June ballot will 
pass overwhelmingly and then be used 
as a negative refei^ndum on gay rights 
in San Francisco. Some also fear that 
Britt and Supervisor Silver will face 
tough reelection campaigns as a result 
of the feeling the ballot initiative might 
arouse. Silver, who voted for the Britt 
resolution, has reported receiving angry 
and sometimes abusive remarks on the 
street when she marched in the Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade a few days after
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Mayor Agnos huddles with Bishop'Anthony of the Greek Orthodox Chnrch (center) and Father Leon Contos (right) the 
vicar general. They met at the dinner of the National Conference of Christians and Jews.

columnists have written? Today we’re Agnos went on, “ I believe that when 
trying to correct our shame. But the history looks back on the current con-
task of conscience is when the test is troversy, the city will be proud that we
before us, not 50 years laUr.”  were not silent about the concerns of

Agnos went on to call the Gay 
Olympic Games, founded by Dr. Tom 
Waddell and later sued by the USOC, 

expression of “ the dignity of

the vote by the board.
Without mentioning the ballot in

itiative or its backers by name, Agnos 
on Tuesday night tried to dampen the 
acrimony of the debate and enljst the 
sympathy of San Francisco’s business 
leaders. Pointing to the city’s successful 
campaign to halt the spread of AIDS in 
the gay community and the establish
ment of such programs as Hospice, the 
mayor said, “That didn’t happen by 
accident. We are successful because our 
city determined at the outset of this 
epidemic that we would not be pulled
apart___We stood beside each other
instead of pushing each other aside.”

In reference to  the heat he, like the 
supervisors, has been taking since he 
signed the resolution, the mayor re
called the internment of Japanese 
Americans from San Francisco in 1942. 
“ What.”  he asked, “ would have hap
pened to a San Francisco mayor who 
said, ‘This is wrong. These are our 
neighbors and friends’? What would the 
editorials have said? What would the

an

our gay citizens.”
Agnos was named Humanitarian of 

the Year by the local chapter of the 
NCCJ for his work as an assemblyman.

“/  believe that when history looks back 
on the current controversy, the city will be 

proud that we were not silent about the 
concerns o f our gay citizens. ’ ’

— Mayor Agnos
people.”  He compared the feeling of 
gay people at the Gay Olympics to the 
feeling of Armenians at the Armenian 
Olympics in Fresno in 1986. “ But no 
one sued the Armenian Olympics,”  he 
said pointedly of the event which 
featured Governor George Deukme- 
jian.

especially his sponsorship of legislation 
creating minimum child support levels, 
help for brain-damaged adults and a 
model homeless program. Past recipi
ents of the award include former 
Mayor Dianne Feinstein, Walter A. 
Haas, Cyril Magnin and Thomas 
Mellon. ■

Bleoch kills the AIDS virus that gets into used needles Cleaning 
them with bleoch will help protect you from getting AIDS It will 
not damage the needle Do not shoot or drink the bleach.
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Debate Soft on Issues

Burton’s Ethics 
and Record 
Targeted
by Karen Everett
In an assembly candidate debate that was largely devoid of conflict on 
questions of policies, Roberta Achtenberg took aim at John Burton by 
questioning his ethics and accusing him of being largely absent during 
the last several years he spent as a member of Congress.

During the League of Women 
Voters’ debate held Tuesday at the 
Potrero Hill Neighborhood Center, 
Achtenberg lashed out at the front
runner, saying he was tainted by his 
association as a lobbyist for PG&E. She 
questioned Burton’s assertions that he 
will be able to adequately represent the 
16th Assembly District and maintain 
his independence since be has said he 
will continue to practice special-interest 
law if he is elected to the seat vacated by 
Mayor Art Agnos.

“ You say you should be elected be
cause of your experience,”  Achtenberg 
said to the former Democratic congress
man and state assemblyman. “ But I’ve 
looked at your record. It’s absolutely 
the worst record in Congress. In 1982 
alone, you missed 70% of the votes.” 
Achtenberg’s closing speech a g ^  
hammered at the issue, citing the period 
between 1977 and 1982, when Burton 
missed “over 1,000 votes.”  She con
tinued, “ You’re right, John. Voters 
should look very closely at your 
record.”

Burton bristled back. “ I’m not hap
py with the fact that I had a chemical 
dependency problem and wasn’t paying 
attention.”  The former lawyer was 
referring to a period of cocaine addic

tion from which he has recovered. 
“ Other than that my record of ac
complishment was just fine. I was the 
first person to get a hearing on AIDS, 
before people knew what it was,” he 
said.

Button also said he secured the first 
state education program for autistic 
children, the highest level of SSI sup
port for the elderly and disabled, and

Mavrogeorge, president of Con
cerned Republicans for Individual 
Rights, insisted he represents a new 
coalition of Republicans, Democrats 
and feminists. “ We’ve had a one-party 
system in San Francisco for too long, 
and the city deficit shows that,”  he 
said. “ Tonight you’ve been hearing 
spend, spend, spend. I will seek ftill 
value for the tax dollars we’re paying 
right now.” Mavrogeorge favors bring
ing the Missouri to the Bay and 
abolishing the Golden Gate Transit 
District.

Under the procedure established by 
the sponsors of the debate, the League 
of Women Voters, the event kicked off 
with candidates asking questions of one 
another. Turning to Schmitt with a 
smile, Achtenberg noted that John Bur
ton has said there is “ nothing wrong” 
with working for PG&E and receiving 
a $2,500 retainer while holding public 
office. “ Do you think that kind of 
behavior is ethical?” she asked. Schmitt 
went along with the gambit, replying, 
"1 certainly don’t .”

As soon as he had the floor. Button 
defended his role as lobbyist for PG&E 
and noted he was off the utility’s payroll
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Achtenberg accused Burton o f missing over 
1,000 votes in Congress. In 1982 alone. 
Burton last year, she said he missed 

70% o f all votes cast.
designation of Point Reyes as a national 
park.

Other participants in the 90-minute 
debate were James A. Schmitt, can
didate of the environmentalist Green 
Party; Melissa Ehman, candidate for 
the Peace and Freedom Party; George 
Meyer, the libertarian represenutive; 
and Brian Mavrogeorge, the sole GOP 
contender present. Absent from the 
forum were Republican Max Woods 
and Humanitarian Party candidate 
Hope Jolles.

since the first of the year. He insisted 
that by always voting in the “ people’s 
interest,”  avoiding a conflict of interest 
was “ a very simple thing to do.”

The issue resurfaced when the 
moderator asked each of the candidates 
if they thought conflict of interest laws 
should be strengthened. In contrast to 
Achtenberg, Burton quickly disposed of 
the topic by stating, “ 1 support stronger 
conflict of interest laws. |I’dl vote for 
any one that comes up.”

Continued on page 12
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“T h e  p o lls  sh o w  th a t i f  th e  le sb ian  a n d  g a y  co m m u n ity  tu rn s  
o u t to v o te , R o b e r ta  A ch te n b er g  w ill  w in  o n  A p r il 1 2 .”

- C clinda L ake, na tiona l p o lls te r, the A n a ly sis  G roup.

Roberta!
A C H T E N B E R G

D E M O C R A T  A S S E M B L Y

STAND UP AND FIGHT! VOTE APRIL 12TH 

TO ELECT ONE OF OUR FINEST 
TO THE STATE ASSEMBLY

W e  su p p o rt R ob erta! (p artia l list)
San F rancisco  S cn d n c l • B av  A rea  R eporter • H arvey  M ilk  L esb ian  and  G ay  D em ocratic C lub  • A lice  B . T ok las U s b ia n  an d  G ay D c m ^ r a l ic  C lu b  * S u m c w ^ l G ay 

Phy llis  L yon  T odd D ick in son  • H on. Je rry  E . B erg  • H on. Ju an ita  O w en s  • M ayor John  L a ird  • H on. T om  N o lan  • H on. L ibby  D encbetm  • S F  T en an ts  U nion

NAMB^________________ _________________________________ ____—Yes, I want Roberta to win! 
Here's what I can do help:

□  Y ou m ay  use  my nam e.

□  I w ill con tribu te  $ -------------•

□  I w ill v o lu n tee r m y  tim e.

□  I w ill p o s t a house sign.

ADDRESS.
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PHONE; DAY. EVENING

RETURN TO; Achtenberg for Assembly 
785 Market Sl. 7ih R oot

I —  - San Francisco, CA 94103

-̂------------------------------by Â c h lô i^ g  for Assembly. Donna J. Hitchens. Esq.. Treasurer. Headquarters: (415) 777-0909
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Agnos Named 
Humanitarian o f the Year

Mayor Defends 
Olympics Decision
by Alex MacDonald
M ayor A n  Agnos Tuesday night went before som e 300 corporate ex
ecutives. clergy and laity and defended the city’s controversial decision 
to  invite the 1996 Olympics to San Francisco only if the US Olympics 
Committee ends its antigay discrim ination. Accepting the 1988 
H um anitarian  o f the Year Award from the N ational Conference o f 
Christians and Jews. Agnos told the audience at the Fairm ont Hotel. 
“ T he majority o f  the Board of Supervisors, with my support, went on 
record stating that no community in our city is expendable for the conve
nience of o th ers .”  The audience gave the M ayor’s remarks a w arm , 
polite but less than  enthusiastic response.

The Board’s invitation, authored by 
Supervisor Harry Britt, would require 
the USOC to end its ban on the use of 
the word "Olympics" by Gay Games 
as well as to lobby Congress to end im
migration rcslrictions on lesbians and 
gays and to’ include a gay sporting 
organization on the USOC Board. The 
Board of Supervisors narrowly ap
proved the bid by a six-lo-five vote after 
an acrimonious debate which saw 
Supervisors Molinari and Maher renege 
promises to support Britt. It also saw 
Supervisor Nelder come over to Britt's 
side.

The day after the vote. Supervisors 
Hsieh. Molinari. Kennedy and Maher 
began a movement to repudiate the 
board's action by placing an uncondi
tional invitation to the USOC on the 
lune ballot. The mayor and the super

visors who voted with Britt have since 
received hundreds of angry letters and 
phone calls accusing them of toadying 
— or worse — to the gay community. 
Opposition to the Britt resolution is also 
based on the belief that loss of the 1996 
Olympics will cause the city to lose 
revenues.

Many gay leaders here are afraid that 
the resolution on the June ballot will 
pass overwhelmingly and then be used 
as a negative refertndum on gay rights 
in San Francisco. Some also fear that 
Britt and Supervisor Silver will face 
tough réélection campaigns as a result 
of the feeling the ballot initiative might 
arouse. Silver, who voted for the Britt 
resolution, has reported receiving angry 
and sometimes abusive remarks on the 
street when she marched in the Saint 
Patrick’s Dav Parade a few davs after
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Mayor Agnos huddles with Bishop Anthony of the Greek Orthodox Church (eenter) and Father Leon Contos (right) the 
vicar general. They met at the dinner of the National Conference of Christians and Jews.

the vote by the board.
Without mentioning the ballot in

itiative or its backers by name. Agnos 
on Tuesday night tried to dampen the 
acrimony of the debate and enlist the 
sympathy of San Francisco’s business 
leaders. Pointing to the city’s successful 
campaign to halt the spread of AIDS in 
the gay community and the establish
ment of such programs as Hospice, the 
mayor said. “That didn’t happen by 
accident. We are successful because our 
city determined at the outset of this 
epidemic that we would not be pulled 
apart. . . .  We stood beside each other 
instead of pushing each other aside.”

In reference to the heat he, like the 
supervisors, has been taking since he 
signed the resolution, the mayor re
called the internment of Japanese 
Americans from San Francisco in 1942. 
“ W hat." he asked, "would have hap
pened to a San Francisco mayor who 
said. ‘This is wrong. These are our 
neighbors and friends’? What would the 
editorials have said? What would the

columnists have written? Today we’re 
trying to correct our shame. But the 
task of conscience is when the test is 
before us. not 50 years later.”

Agnos went on to call the Gay 
Olympic Games, founded by Dr. Tom 
Waddell and later sued by the USOC, 
an expression of “ the dignity of

Agnos went on. "I believe that when 
history looks back on the current con
troversy. the city will be proud that we 
were not silent about the concerns of 
our gay citizens.”

Agnos was named Humanitarian of 
the Year by the local chapter of the 
NCCJ for his work as an assemblyman.

7 believe that when history looks back 
on the current controversy, the city will be 

proud that we were not silent about the 
concerns o f our gay citizens. ”

—  Mayor Agnos
people." He compared the feeling of 
gay people at the Gay Olympics to the 
feeling of Armenians at the Armenian 
Olympics in Fresno in 1986. "But no 
one sued the Armenian Olympics." he 
said pointedly of the event which 
featured Governor George Deukme- 
jian.

especially his sponsorship of legislation 
creating minimum child support levels, 
help for brain-damaged adulu and a 
model homeless program. Past recipi
ents of the award include former 
Mayor Dianne Feinstein. Walter A. 
Haas. Cyril Magnin and Thomas 
Mellon. ■
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Debate Soft on Issues

Burton’s Ethics 
and Record 
Targeted
by Karen Everett
In an assembly candidate debate that was largely devoid of conflict on 
questions of policies, Roberta Achtenberg took aim at John Burton by 
questioning his ethics and accusing him of being largely absent during 
the last several years he spent as a member of Congress.

During the League of Women 
Voters’ debate held Tuesday at the 
Potrero Hill Neighborhood Center, 
Achtenberg lashed out at the front
runner, saying he was tainted by his 
association as a lobbyist for PG&E. She 
questioned Burton’s assertions that he 
will be able to adequately represent the 
16th Assembly District and maintain 
his independence since he has said he 
will continue to practice special-interest 
law if he is elected to the seat vacated by 
Mayor Art Agnos.

“ You say you should be elected be
cause of your experience,”  Achtenberg 
said to the former Democratic congress
man and state assemblyman. “ But I’ve 
looked at your record. It’s absolutely 
the worst record in Congress. In 1982 
alone, you missed 70% of the votes.” 
Achtenberg’s closing speech again 
hammered at the issue, citing the period 
between 1977 and 1982, when Burton 
missed “over 1,000 votes.”  She con
tinued, “ You’re right, John. Voters 
should look very closely at your 
record.”

Burton bristled back. “ I’m not hap
py with the fact that I had a chemical 
dependency problem and wasn’t paying 
attention.” The former lawyer was 
referring to a period of cocaine addic

tion from which he has recovered. 
“ Other than that my record of ac
complishment was just fine. I was the 
first person to get a hearing on AIDS, 
before people knew what it was,”  he 
said.

Burton also said he secured the first 
state education program for autistic 
children, the highest level of SSI sup
port for the elderly and disabled, and

Mavrogeorge, president of Con
cerned Republicans for Individual 
Rights, insisted he represents a new 
coalition of Republicans, Democrats 
and feminists. “ We’ve had a one-party 
system in San Francisco for too long, 
and the city deficit shows that,”  he 
said. “ Tonight you’ve been hearing 
spend, spend, spend. I will seek full 
value for the tax dollars we’re paying 
right now." Mavrogeorge favors bring
ing the Missouri to the Bay and 
abolishing the Golden Gate 'Transit 
District.

Under the procedure established by 
the sponsors of the debate, the League 
of Women Voten, the event kicked off 
with candidates asking questions of one 
another. Turning to Schmitt with a 
smile, Achtenberg noted that John Bur
ton has said there is “ nothing wrong” 
with working for PG&E and receiving 
a $2,500 retainer while holding public 
office. “ Do you think that kind of 
behavior is ethical?” she asked. Schmitt 
went along with the gambit, replying, 
“ 1 certainly don’t .”

As soon as he had the floor. Burton 
defended his role as lobbyist for PG&E 
and noted he was off the utility’s payroll

Achtenberg accused Burton of missing over 
1,000 votes in Congress. In 1982 alone, 
Burton ’5 last year, she said he missed 

70% o f all votes cast.
designation of Point Reyes as a national 
park.

Other participants in the 90-minute 
debate were James A. Schmitt, can
didate of the environmentalist Green 
Party; Melissa Ehman, candidate for 
the Peace and Freedom Party; George 
Meyer, the Libertarian representative; 
and Brian Mavrogeorge, the sole GOP 
contender present. Absent from the 
forum were Republican Max Woods 
and Humanitarian Party candidate 
Hope Jolles.

since the first of the year. He insisted 
that by always voting in the “people’s 
interest," avoiding a conflict of interest 
was “ a very simple thing to do.”

The issue resurfaced when the 
moderator asked each of the candidates 
if they thought conflict of interest laws 
should be strengthened. In contrast to 
Achtenberg, Burton quickly disposed of 
the topic by stating, “ 1 support stronger 
conflict of interest laws, ll’d) vote for 
any one that comes up.”

Continued on page 12

R o b e r t a  S t r i k e s  A g a i n !

Burton Deme(i 
Party’s Endorsement
l i t a t i  AcklBte««BKMacedlMtcaii9 8 %a dogaa “Statd Up to
IO!H«VPoilmatiie6a»$12$-eiteeflia*aiiCT,la«wedmidtóÚieDeini)- 
(ñ^SM eCoiM stíoa in p ito  (fid ̂ uttbaLChafiengog the party
e to m a e i«  of a o n d to e  t t o  the saiie i t c o g to »  Ckdito, Adttnbtrg 
neneded after hM n of prooedto (iBptite m (knymg J(to Burton the Do»r- 
t o k  «adoneaMat'

I t e  Afloat fi>r tetOB it t o t  be can't post sigDS drat say be’i  die Danocr^’s 
noiated can to to . For AdMeabetg, t o  victory caps a series of Uocked eo- 
doneraenU that Burton has depended upon — including ones from the local 
Democradc Cealtai Coaamittee, t o  National Womeo’s Pc^tical Qaicut and 
t o  Afiordahle Housing ABBance — and rejdacing her once anonymous status 
widi tocitasiagfr viidile credetob.

Last weekend’s sbovdoMi saw dozens of San Frmdsco pols wrangjiig over 
piDimkrd rales. A major pote of coaicntkm enqited over whetha county 
coinotoe meator SodoniB W te» , t o  does not rcskle m t o  16tb Assonbty 
INsttkt, wcmld qipoiitt a proxy t o  does live ó  t o  district to vote for her. 
.W toat WSsoa’s proxy vote, Bartoa was just short of t o  60% vote needed to 
wbi t o  eadmetaeat When t o  proxy was rtod ei«iUe, terton appeared to 
have 60,606% (tf t o  vole •—eatmib to wbi — until t o  Achtenbsg camp dis
puto aoodier proxy t o .  'Ito connnittee deaied proxy Thoinas Robinsoa’s 
t o  after he teftoed to swe« nnder penalty pojary ftte he fived in t o  
i&tikt ^

“I t e  sort of htelBg carried on late into Saturday ni(ht tmtB B(»inalty com
posed patotneniadaa Jte a»od op n d  dhouted,'’Why don’t yon guys
t e  to bnsiBeai ate s t o  AicfciiWtHOto!’’ When t o  dost setded. Burton 
prevteedby l% ,o r o a e te f f o f t t o .v - ' - - - ■  ■'i.- '.iv-v

t o  A ch letoa ititoed  victory fioD t o  jaws of defeat on Snteqr wha t o  
patty was untek to nustorto reepred quorum to ratdy t o  sdbctkm. After 
muderh« 200 siguteies, Addeitoif troops pot tfaear proposal to block 
radfkteon (m t o  CMmteoa afeada. Puty Chair Peto: Kelly moved t o  hem 
to last place on t o  agenda. When Aefatenbog stepoiter Owemi Craig cteed t o  
a (pmnn, many (hf t o  lettered delégales had already headed tone. The 
ratification was postponed until t o  Apii 26 executive boiato meeting, which is 
after t o  April 12 deetk».

Cafifomia NOW and t o  three Democratic gay dobs agned a letter to party 
chairman Peter Kdiy whkh derided t o  endwsemeat process t o  afienatmg gay 
and fianmist activists. The letter said in part, “If we decide to use t o  right to en- 
(torse to keep out a candidate who comes from those conununiries and who 
places civil rights ate femoist (xnceiBs at to top  of her agenda, we will be read
ing a BKssage o f‘rnove to t o  ba(k of t o  bus’ to torse crudd puty actraslt.’’l l

— KamEmeU

“T he polls show  th a t if the lesb ian  an d  gay com m unity tu rn s  
out to  vote, R o b erta  A chtenberg  will win on  A pril 12.”

- C elinda L ake, n a tio n a l po llster, the  A nalysis G roup.

Roberta!
A C H T E N B E R G

D E  M O C R A T  A S S E M B L Y

STAND UP AND FIGHT! VOTE APRIL 12TH 
TO ELECT ONE OF OUR FINEST 
TO THE STATE ASSEMBLY

W e su p p ort R oberta! (p a r tia l list)
San F ran c isco  S en tinel • B ay A rea R eporter • H arvey M ilk  L esb ian  and G ay  D em cxratic C lu b  • A lice  B, T o k las  L esb ian  and G ay  D em ocratic  C lub  • S tonew all G ay 
D e m tx ra tic  C lub* C h in ese  A m erican D em ccratic  C lub  • H on . P at N orm an • S i . I .U .  Local 5 3 5 , S F  C hap ter • N atio n a l O rganization  for W om en  PA C  • U S R ep . Barney 
F rank  • H on. H arry  B ritt • H on. R ichard H ong isto  • A rlo  S m ith  H ale Jr. • S h e riff M ichael H ennessey  • H on. Ju lie  T an g  • Hon. T im  W olfred  • H on. D el M artin  • Hon. 
P hy llis  L y o n  • Horn T odd  D ickinson • Hon. Jerry  E. B erg  • H on. Juanita  O w en s • M ayor Jo h n  L a ird  • Hon. T om  N o lan  • Hon. L ibby D enebcim  • S F  T enan ts U nion

Yes, I want Roberta to win! 
Here's what I can do help:

□  Y ou  m ay  use my nam e.

□  I w ill contribute $________ .

□  I w ill vo lun teer m y tim e.

□  I w ill post a house sign.

NAME n

ADDRESS. 

CITY ____ ZIP

PHONE. DAY. EVENING

RETURN TO:

l _ .

Achtenberg for Aisembly 
785 Market Sl . 7ih Floor 
San Franciico, CA 94103

Paid for by Achtenberg for Aiiembly, Donna J. Hitchens, Esq., Treasurer. Headquarters: (415) 777-0909
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S en tin e l Publisher Honored by 
Never Forget
Byiie Sipple, Leonard Matlovich and Robert Stern joined with 
Sentinei publisher Bob Golovich at the benefit honoring him for 
“ countless contributions to our community.’’ Never Forget hosted 
the event at the California CInb. The Never Forget Foundation was 
established in 1987 to assist in the creation of lasting historical 
monuments in honor of those who have added to the positive 
perception of lesbian and gay people around the world. Never 
Forget’s first project is a monument to Harvey Milk in the 
Congressional Cemetery in Washington, DC.

D o n 't g iv e  u p  a n y th in g

N ow  you  d o n 't  h o v e  to su ffe r in  tigh t p o u ts  for s ty le  o r  r e 
so rt to th e  a th le t ic  lo o k  fo r co m fo rt. N ow  you  con h o v e  
b o th . W e a r  C h iP a n ts . C h iP a n ts  d o n 't  h av e  th a t knett o f 
scam s in  th e  c ro tc h  th a t  m o s t p a n ts  h av e . T h ey  h a v e  a 
panel of c lo th  ca lle d  a  g u sse t in s te a d . C h iP a n ts  h a v e  no  
tig h tn ess , n o  b in d in g . T h ey  look  g o o d  a n d  th ey 're  not b a g 
gy. You ca n  m o v e in  C h iP a n ts  o r just sit in  perfect com fort. 
W e d e s ig n e d  o u t th e  re s tr ic tio n , b u t w e left in the "coo l.” 
100% c o tto n  in sev era l s ty les. C om e b y  a n d  try.

C H l - ^ p A N T S
San Francisco; 3899 29th St., Mon-Fri 11-7; Sat 10-7; Sun 12-5;

641-1565
Berkeley: 2112B Vine St., Mon-Sat 10-6; Sun 12-5; 644-2607

Placing a * Wedge* Between Teens and AIDS

PWAs’ High School Talks 
Give Epidemic a Human Face
by Cathy Cockrell
“ I felt many strong emotions welling up inside,”  a black administrator 
from the Detroit public schools remarked Monday in the lobby of the 
Chinatown Holiday Inn after hearing four San Franciscans with AIDS 
describe their experiences with the disease and with a high school AIDS 
education program called the “ Wedge.” It was not your typical reaction 
to a panel discussion at the end of a long day of presentations and 
workshops, but neither were the personal testimonials of people with 
AIDS nor the project they described to professionals working to educate 
young people about AIDS in seven communities throughout the US.

The name “ Wedge,”  according to 
the program’s founder Christian 
Haren. means “ putting a wedge be
tween our young people and the 
epidemic.”  To do so, people with 
AIDS tell their stories and answer the 
probing questions of tenth graders as 
the third of an optional four-session 
curriculum on AIDS in the San Fran
cisco public schools.

Some of the 18 people with AIDS 
trained to do the Wedge sessions have 
also addressed college classes, high 
school assemblies, unwed teenage 
mothers and youths in detention. At 
the conference funded by the Centers 
for Disease Control, the first of three 
regional training sessions on 
“ Developing a Community-Wide 
AIDS Education Program for Youth” 
to be held this year in San Francisco, 
they gave shortened versions of their 
classroom presentations. Attendees sat 
silent, their attention riveted on the 
speakers, as three gay men — one 
black, one Latino and one white — 
and a heterosexual school ad
ministrator who got AIDS from a 
blood transfusion described their per
sonal experiences with the disease and 
how the Wedge’s PWA component af
fects young people's attitudes about 
AIDS prevention, gays and other peo
ple living with AIDS.

"These kids are hearing AIDS ed 
from TV and teachers, but they really 
don’t hear it until they hear the people 
with AIDS,” said Reggie Williams, a 
black gay who was involved with com
munity AIDS education work for a 
number of years before he was diag
nosed himself.

The data on sexual activity and IV 
drug use among teenagers indicates 
that they are prime targets for HIV in
fections. Over a fifth of the people with 
AIDS in the US are aged 20-29, which 
means, because of the virus’ long 
latency period, that many were pro
bably infected as teenagers. Studies 
also show that most teenagers don’t 
have the facts about AIDS transmis
sion and prevention.

The Wedge combats that ignorance 
and changes behavior by combining fac
tual “ AIDS 101” information from 
medical people and ample opportunity to 
discuss fears and misconceptions in 
sessions one, two and four with the 
session “ that really gets them," a face- 
to-face encounter with a person with 
the disease.

“ We do behavior modification,” 
says Haren. “ by dealing with their 
anger, their lack of self-esteem and 
their commitment to the idea that they 
are immortal."

After a person with AIDS, standing 
alone in the front of the classroom, has 
told his or her story, the students ask 
questions — “ incredible questions," 
the PWAs say — like Who gave you 
AIDS? Can you still French kiss': How 
do two men have sex? How did you 
tell your family? and Will you come 
back and visit us before you die?

If you’re not rigorously honest, the 
speakers say, you can lose the class. If 
you are, the reward is an outpouring 
of gratitude and love. “ Wedgies’’ and 
their supporters are full of stories of 
tough kids who come up to hug them

as the guinea pigs for the first round of 
training. Seven peer counselors from 
Balboa High School came to 
Monday’s training conference to de
scribe their experience with Wedge and 
other aspects of their work.

“ It’s surprising,” llth  grader Lucy 
Pagtakhan says of the training sessions 
with people with AIDS. “ 1 thought 
that it would be quiet, but once it gets

ChrisUui H ara i h u  been active in a variety of organizations benefiting people 
with A ID S, indudhig the Food Bank.

after a session, swear off gay-bashing, 
or go on to raise money for AIDS- 
related causes or to do their own AIDS 
education with their peers.

Roban San Miguel of the Mission 
District program Real Alternatives for 
Youth accompanied Haren when he 
spoke to classes of unwed teenage 
mothers. One young woman, she re
calls, vocally objected to having a per
son with AIDS in the same room as 
herself and her infant. But after hear
ing Haren speak, she wanted him to 
hold her baby.

After a session, the mail is often full 
of messages from kids writing to thank

started, it goes on and on and on. You 
just don’t want to quit talking. You 
can ask anything personal and thev’ll 
answer it. In the end everyone was hug
ging each other, because we felt so 
close.”

Michael James, a training coor
dinator for AIDS Education for 
Youth, a project of the SF Unified 
School District and the Public Health 
Department, talks about the PWAs’ 
effect on Third World and working 
class teenagers in particular. The PWA 
session of Wedge is “ not a part of a 
program,”  he says, “ but a way of be
ing in and acting in the world.”  Most

^̂ These kids are hearing AIDS ed from  TV 
and teachers, but they don V really hear it 

until they hear the people with AIDS. ”
— Reggie Williams

the PWA. Sometimes a letter comes 
from a gay teenager who received a 
dose of gay pride along with the 
message on AIDS.

“ When 1 went home Wednesday 
night,”  wrote one, “ I got to thinking 
about yoiw talk and I started to 
cry___I saw and herd (sic) your lec
ture from a different point of view than 
anyone else at school and 1 would like 
to thank you from the view of a Ho
mosexual teenager (you don’t know 
how hard this is for me to write). 1 am 
only 17 and I am just coming to gripps
IsicJ with my sexuality myself___
ing you speak really helped me a lot 
seeing you talk openly about your sex
uality___You have the most courage
of anyone 1 know___I feel much bet
ter myself now than I did before your 
le c tu re .”  This le t te r ’s signed 
“ Yours truly, with Love and Thanks."

People with AIDS involved in 
Wedge must each complete an intense 
16-hour training session, part of which 
involves meeting with a group of 
teenagers to simulate the kinds of ques
tions, or hostility, they might en
counter in a classroom. High school 
“ peer counselors,”  who are trained to 
lend an ear to their classmates, served

I adults patronize kids, he says. But 
when, instead, young people are ac
knowledged, “Tliey become a part of 
the world. They see themselves as in
volved in affecting the world. They are 
empowered by having met a person 
with AIDS.”

For their part, PWAs in Wedge are 
quick to say that the chemistry of what 
happens in the classroom is a two-way 
process. Haren speaks of himself as a 
“man who always felt less than”  who 
“joined the human race’’ when he 
began taking his story into the schools.

“ Life for me today as an educator is 
a learning process. Often we switch 
roles,”  he says, “ and they talk to me
about living___When I was 17 or 18,
I didn’t have the threat of a nuclear 
war or the worst epidemic since the 
14th century to concern myself 
about.”

“The Wedge program is a program 
of life, not a program of death,”  says 
Williams. “ It has made the people 
with AIDS and ARC get so much love 
out of this horrible tragedy —  We 
owe it to these kids to tell them the 
truth — for the future of this earth we 
live in, to keep them from becoming 
people with AIDS." ■

Lesbian/Gay 
Quarterly Features 
New ‘OUT/LOOK’
by Karen Everett
OUT/LOOK, a new national quarterly of lesbian and gay opinion, 
politics and culture, debuts in newsstands across the country this week. 
Pitched by co-founder Jeff Escoflier as “ a Atlantic Monthly with a 
sense of humor,” the glossy, quality-bound publication premieres two 
weeks bdiind schedule because the company contracted to print the 
magazine balked when it saw the art content in the first issue.

According to OUT/LOOK  co
founder Kim Klausner, Sheridan Press 
executive Dan Don Ford “ had no 
qualms about breaking contract” 
because he felt certain graphics would 
be “offensive” to his staff. The 
Pennsylvania-based press disputed a 
photo which reveals a woman’s breasts 
and a Kris Kovick cartoon that pokes 
fim at author JoAnn Loulan’s rah-rah 
commentary on the state of lesbian sex.

“ It’s appalling that in 1988, playful 
images about women’s sexuality are 
still so threatening that a printer would 
break its contract and try to censor 
them,”  said Klausner. She described 
OUT/LOOK as “ a  publication that 
people will be proud to share.”

“ Compared to a Calvin Klein ad, the 
art in OUT/LOOK is pretty tame,”  
added Art Director E.G. Crichton.
The publishers quickly found a less 
prudish printer in Michigan, shelled out 
an additional $1 ,S(X) and mailed out the 
premiere issue this week.

The charges of pornographic content 
seem ironic to OUT/LOOK founders, 
who see the magazine as a sign of new 
maturity for the US lesbian and gay 
community. Says Klausner, "OUT/
LOOK is a response to our need for 
something a little more substantial, a 
little more diverse, a publication that 
spans the full spectrum of lesbian and

gay expenence.
OUT/LOOK’s editorial line is wide- 

reaching; its tone intellectual if occa
sionally sprightly. In the first issue, for 
example, Lisa Duggan writes a histor
ically correct spoof on the latest in les
bian fashion. OUT/LOOK showcases 
new talent as well as established writers 
like the late Barbara Rosenblum and 
Valeric Miner.

True to its claim to present a diversity 
of writing styles and viewpoints, the first 
issue includes a critique on what the 
editors say was wrong with the March 
on Washington, a nanative on Tokyo’s 
“ sexopolis,”  a feature on how AIDS 
has changed the coming-out process for 
gay men and a well-researched profile 
of Gladys Bentley, “ the buUdagger who

Lambda Files Lesbian 
Co-Parenting Case
Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund has filed a case that seeks to 
establish the parental rights of a lesbian 
co-parent who has no biological or 
relationship with the child.

Paula L. Ettdbrick, the Lambda 
staff attorney who represents the co
parent, stated, “ The increasing 
numbers of ledrian couples having 
children by artificial insemination have 
led to a multitude of questions regard
ing the legal rdatkmship between the 
child bom of that rdationship and the 
co-parent. Because the emotional bond 
between parent and child is so strong in 
this case, it is essential to get the court to 
legally protect that rdationship.”

The case involves a lesbian couple in 
a small New York town who had a child 
together through artificial insemination 
in 1981. Both parents supported the 
child financially and emotionally, and it 
was clearly a^eed that both of them 
were the child’s parents.

When the couple separated in 1983, 
their son, then 2V4 years old, remained 
with his biological parent, though the 
parents worked out a very liberal visita
tion schedule to keep the relationship 
between the co-parent and child mtact. 
Further, the co-parent continued to at
tend to her son’s medical needs, 
took him to and from school, provided 
discipline and love, and cared for his 
tangible needs such as food, shelter and 
clothing. This amicable agreement con
tinued until late 1986 when the bio
logical parent began limiting the co- 
parent’s access to their son.

By summer 1987, visitation and con
tact was cut off totally when the co
parent took a temporary job outside of 
the country. The biological mother dis
connected the phone, returned cards 
and gifts sent by the co-parent and

moved to avoid any contact between the 
child and the co-paroit.

Ettelbrick said, “This case is just a 
first step in what will be a long battle for 
recognition of lesbian families in every 
state.”

Noel Tepper, the Lambda cooperat
ing attorney assisting with the case, em
phasized that the couple is from a small 
community, not a imyor city. “ This 
fact makes this case more difficult since 
the judges are not yet used to having les
bians appear before them, much less 
lesbians having children. This case will 
serve as an important educational 
tool.”

Founded in 1973, Lambda is a legal 
organization dedicated to the r i^ ts  of 
lesbians and gay men, and to educating 
others about the gay and lesbian com
munity. The organization is celebrating 
its 15th anniversary in 1988. ■

GSL Reaches Puberty
Opening day of the 1988 gay softball 
season, an II-year-old community 
tradition, is Sunday, March 27, 1988. 
This springtime ritual, usually held on 
the southern slopes of Cathedral Hill, 
has been relocated to the Inner Rich
mond at Rossi Field between Anza and 
Arguello. Starting time is 11 am.

The women will inaugurate the ’88 
season with a rematch from last 
season’s playoff games. Superstar 
Video will duke it out with Amelia’s. 
The men’s competition features the 
Eagle vs. the Rainbow Roos in their half 
of the double-header. These games wiU 
reflect on the final standings and may 
foreshadow who’ll represent San Fran
cisco in the Gay World Series XII this 
fall in Dallas.

Opening day has traditionally 
featured exciting productions. This 
year’s will highlight Deena Jones and

“ Uncle” Bert Färber celebrating the 
presentation of the nation’s colors by 
the Alexander Hamilton Veterans’ 
Color Guard. And to get things under
way, the GSL has mustered six SF 
supervisors to toss out the first pitch.

If you are interested in joining a 
team, the league announced that some 
teams are still accepting memberships 
— so it would be worthwhile attending 
the opener and seeking out one of the 
league officials for more information. 
The league is organized into three divi
sions, and there is a place for almost 
every caliber of play. ■

— Duke Joyce

Dignity Celebrates 
Blaster
Dignity/San Francisco, the organiza
tion of gay and lesbian Roman 
Catholics, will mark Easter with a 
special vigil service and potluck dinner 
on Saturday, April 2, beginning at 7:30 
pm. Members of the wider lesbian and 
gay community are invited to join them 
for this occasion.

The service and dinner will be held at 
Rose (Hourt, 2507 Pine Street (at Pierce), 
San Francisco. The celebration, based 
upon early Christian liturgies, will in
clude the ceremonial lighting of the 
Easter fire and candle, scripture 
readings and songs, reception of new 
members and renewal of baptismal 
promises, and an informal Eucharist. 
Guests may bring a  hot dish, salad or 
dessert for the potluck.

This Saturday evening service takes 
the place of EHpity’s usual Sunday 
5:30 pm Eucharist at St. Boniface 
Church. There will be no Dignity mass 
on Easter Sunday.

For more information, call Dignity at 
584-1714. ■

sang the blues.”  A four-color glossy 
rendition of Bentley graces the cover of 
the spring issue.

According to co-founder Jeff Escof- 
fier, initial response to the magazine has 
been tremendous. Direct mail advertis
ing and promotion at the October 
march generated 3,500 subscriptions 
within four months. The 50,000 promo
tional offers mailed in November pro
duced a laudable 5 ^  return, and over 
80% of the new subscribers paid up 
front. “ Now that’s evidence of the gap, 
the niche, HraxOUT/LOOK fills,”  says 
Escoffier, who expects subscriptions to 
top 10,000 by year’s end. Whether 
OUT/LOOK can continue to generate 
the several thousand dollars in dona
tions and subscriptions needed to pub
lish the polished 8 'A -by-11 quarterly re
mains to be seen.

OUT/LOOK was founded by five 
Bay Area professionals: art director 
Peter Babcock, editor and film produc
er Debra Qiasnoff, history professor 
Jeffrey Escoflier, business director Kim 
Klausner and author Michael Sexton.

Escoffier, who teaches a gay studies 
course at UC Berkeley, originally con
ceived of publishing a gay studies year
book to house the “ handful o f wonder
ful essays about gay life”  that crossed 
his desk each semester. Last year Escof
fier met with other enthusiasts and 
decided over dinner that the climate was 
ripe for a new kind of gay and lesbian 
publication.

Debra Chasnoff, co-director of the 
film Choosing Children, recalls, "We 
all agreed there was a huge gap in the 
type of publication available for les
bians and gay men. There was no na
tional magazine for both women and 
men. We decided that politically and 
culturally it would be an important step 
to create such a magazine.”

OUT/LOOK's 1988 advisory board 
includes such well-known scholars and 
activists as Roberta Achtenberg, Dennis 
Altman and Audre Lorde. Published by 
thenonprofitOi/7/LOOA' Foundation, 
the quarterly is available on newsstands 
for $5 a copy or through the mail for a 
S19 annual subscription. ■

HEART 
OF THE
BAY
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Nubc9 Project is looking for volunteers 
to help handle a variety o f  jobs ~  fund* 
raising, general office work, media and PR 
work, sewing and data input — connected 
with the quilt's upcoming national tour. For 
more information, please contact Marcel 
Miranda at 863-5511.

The Pacific Center for Human Growth is
looking for volunteers to help staff its C ay/ 
Lesbian Switchboard to provide informa
tion, referrals and support to callers. The 
center requires a six-month commitment o f 
three hours a week, and training is provided 
at the center's Berkeley location. Call Vic at 
(415) 841-6224 from 10 am to 5 pm on M on
days and Thursdays for more information.

_____________________________  The Haigiit Ashbury CommonilyCoalllioii is
looking for one development assistant to 

work on fundraising, related bookkeeping and taxes for this nonprofit community arts 
agency and for one arts assistant to help install art shows, work on public relations and 
children's art shows. ThecoiüiUon provides training, and a ten-hour per week commit
ment for three months is needed. Interns are eligible for the coalition's placement ser
vices. Contact Ralph Malt es Monday through Friday, 2-5 pm, at 751-8770 for m orein- 
formation.

The Nalkmal OrganlEatkMi for Womeo (SF chapter) is looking for volunteers to  handle 
a variety o f  positions: data entry using an Apple lie computer; a bookkeeping assistant 
to help keep financial records; and general clerical help with Hling, fundraising, stuff
ing envelopes, etc. For more information, contact Emily Kretz at 861-8960, 1-6 pm 
Thursdays, or leave a mes;;age for her.

Gay/Lesbian Slerrans is looking for volunteer outing leaders for day and overnight 
trips. Women are especially needed to lead group trips for the organization. Training 
opportunities are available through joint outings with approved leaders. Contact Pam 
LoPinto at 431*5414 for further information.

Nicaraguan Perspective magaziae is looking for volunteers to do copy editing, proof
reading, fundraising, paste-up and to handle distribution and sales, l^ e  magazine is a 
quarterly devoted to promoting peace in Central America. Call Jamie at 548-4099 for 
more information.

Volunteer notices are prepared by the organizfltions listed. I f  you are 
interested in volunteering fo r  one o f  these groups, please contact 

them at the number listed. D O  NO T CO N TACT THE  SE N T IN E L.

Community service organizations wanting to  list volunteer portions  
they have available can do so without charge by writing to:

San Francisco Sentinel, 500 Hayes Street, San Francisco, CA 94102. 
A TTN: Heart o f  the Bay.

/ i k M o m A N  m j w a

BILLJONES • LIMOUSINE SERVICE * 415/ 332-2270

TC P3979P

B-61ISSA Q U A H  D O C K  • SAUSALITO • C A  9 4 9 6 5  
Fof th a t  really  s p e c ia l  o c c a s io n . .. ABCD looks like OLD M oney!

W a n t to  ta lk  a b o u t  it?
Joh n  A rm strong, MFCC

L k . i*ML 1 7 6 8 Î

Personal Issues, Sexual and Relational 
Difficulties

Sliding Scale, Insurance Welcome 
Call 552-2974 for initial appointment



EDITORIAL

New Weapon Against AIDS and Homophobia
The m ixture o f  A ID S, schools and hom osexuality is just abou t 
one o f the most potentially volatile we can imagine. In too  m any 
cases, the fear o f  A ID S and hom ophobia have turned schools in 
som e districts in to  battlegrounds between the A ID S-phobic and 
those who are infected w ith jhe  virus o r suffering from  an AID S- 
related disease.

So far San Francisco has been lucky and  has avoided these 
kinds o f scarring fights. Just this week we learned o f tw o events 
that point to  the complexity surrounding these issues.

A t a* H aight A shbury  nursery school, A ID S fears have alm ost 
shut down the small preschool. The reason: A person with A ID S 
is volunteering som e o f  w hat can only be thought o f as his quite 
valuable tim e to  teach and play with the kids. One m other who 
objected to  the volunteer’s presence was quoted in a  press report 
as asking, “ W hat if my child licks a toilet seat?”

T hough it w ould be easy to  ridicule such foolishness, these 
kinds o f  fears a re  present even here in San Francisco. T hey are 
fueled by ignortmce and cannot just be dismissed. But they  can 
be overcom e by confronting  them  squarely with com m on sense 
and  education.

T hat is why we are so heartened by another event th a t has 
com e to  light this week. Recently, the San Francisco school 
system introduced an  innovative A ID S education program  in 
the city’s high schools. Believed to be the first o f its k ind , the 
program  bursts through the myths and hysteria surrounding 
A ID S by bringing A ID S sufferers into the schools to  share their 
experiences w ith teenage students.

Reports ab o u t the program , which is called the W edge, in
dicate it provides a dram atic tool to  confron t the hom ophobia 
that all too  often lies behind the negative reactions to  people with 
A ID S. A program  such as this helps to  pu t a  hum an face on  the 
tragedy that is A ID S and it helps to foster the  com passion people 
with AIDS so rightly deserve.

W hat’s m ore, the W edge provides A ID S educators with a 
way to  get a believable message to one o f  the city’s hardest-to- 
educate high risk groups: sexually active or drug-using teen
agers, m any o f  them  members o f m inority groups.

School officials say they’ve received no objections to  the p ro 
gram  from  paren ts o r students. In  part that success m ay reflect 
the previous lack o f  publicity surrounding the W edge, bu t we 
also think school officials have wisely undercut potential con
troversies by building in safeguards. Parents m ust first give per
mission before their children participate in the program .

T hough it’s good  th a t AIDS education efforts like the  W edge 
are taking place in San Francisco, it is vitally im portan t th a t they 
spread to  the  h interlands where A ID S fears and  hom ophobia 
stalk too  m any com m unities. W e hope that school officials in 
other localities learn from  our city and  use San Francisco’s suc
cess as a m odel fo r their own A ID S  education program s.

Surely, those P W A s who volunteer to  talk with the  school 
kids are taking on  a  diffictilt task . It is a  lot to  ask o f  a  person 
with A ID S to  open  up  his life to  a  potentially hostile audience. 
The PW A s w ho give o f  themselves in this program  are to  be 
conunended fo r their enorm ous generosity o f spirit.

W e believe one o f  the  best by-products o f  this program  is that 
it does offer PW A s an  opportunity  to  again take control o f  their 
lives. Everything we know  abou t survival in this crisis indicates 
that those who live longest fight the  hardest to  rem ain in charge 
o f  their lives. T here is no better example o f  tha t fact than  the 
m an who m ade the  W edge a  reality. Christian H aren , a  53-year- 
old A ID S activist an d  longtime A ID S  survivor, is credited with 
being the idea m an behind the pro ject and  the unstoppable force 
that got it in to  the  school system.

H aren has to ld  o u r reporter th a t the W edge, nam ed after a 
football play requiring special team  effort, m eans “ putting a 
wedge between o u r young people and the epidem ic.”  Its success 
also m eans tha t we can close som e o f  the wedges between gay 
and straight com m unities.

H aren has con tribu ted  to tha t goal by showing the greater San 
Francisco com m unity  that once again gay m en and lesbians are 
at the fo refron t o f  the AIDS battle , taking the  initiative with 
creative solutions th a t provide San Franciscans with education, 
the m ost valuable weapon that exists against the deadly viruses 
o f  A ID S and  hom ophobia. ■
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POINT OF V im
DAVID CORN

LETTERS
O ne for  the Status 
Q u o
To the Editor:

First of all, kudos to Mayor 
Agnos and to those supervisors 
(Britt, Hongisto, Nelder, Silver,
Walker and Ward) who voted for a 
resolution welcoming the 1996 Olym
pic Games with conditions based on 
USOC’s behavior in the Gay Olym
pic Games controversy. Those 
legislative/executive actions are the 
first known to me that seek to place 
appropijate restraints upon the 
U S(X  where its disregard of human 
rights issues has been established. I 
think those of us who care about the 
real position of lesbians and gay 
men in the human community should 
take note of who our allies are on 
this issue and support those who 
have spoken up for us against the 
overwhelming barrage of major local 
media hype about the Olympics and 
the gay community.

Second, 1 want to take vigorous 
issue with a comment that Supervisor 
Kennedy made in the course of ex
pressing her opposition to Britt’s 
resolution before the vote last Mon
day evening. Supervisor Kennedy em
phasized that she was a member of a 
minority that, unlike gay/lesbian peo
ple, cannot “ pass”  and cannot 
“ hide.”  The gist o f Supervisor Ken
nedy’s remarks was that black people 
have it worse than gay people. I 
wish to respond to Supervisor Ken
nedy: Racism is bad. Homophobia is 
bad. In either order, separate or 
together. I hope the gayrtesbian/bi- 
sexual people who support Supervisor 
Kennedy regardless of their race, and 
the people who share Supervisor 
Kennedy’s experience of racial 
discrimination regardless of sexual

orientation, will act to educate Sup
ervisor Kennedy about the inappro
priateness of seeking to divide and 
conquer on gay/lesbian rights issues. 
Just like the Missouri issue, the 
Olympics issue does not pit gay peo
ple against people of color. Both pit 
people who wish to end all forms of 
invidious discrimination against those 
who, for profit, power or other 
reasons, wish to make exceptions to 
this human rights mandate. I hope 
that Supervisor Kennedy and all 
those who would seek to characterize 
this dispute in polarizing terms, 
would think about the terrible costs 
of such polarization. Where minori
ties in-fight, USOC and other com
parably remiss agents of the status 
quo win.
Mary C. Dunlap

T h e F ifth  D em an d
To the Editor:

We call on your progressive 
readers to contact the coordinating 
committee of the April 30 Mobiliza
tion for Peace, Jobs and Justice. It is 
time for a fifth major demand to be 
added: “ Fund a Cure for AIDS — 
National Health Care Now!”

We congratulate the coalition in 
highlighting the need for a crash pro
gram to find an AIDS cure in its 
various brochures. However, as pro
gressives, we cannot ignore the stark 
fact that 50,000 people will die in 
1991 unless something is done quick
ly. The Bay Area will account for a 
large percentage of the fatalities of 
Reagan-Bush indifference/calculated 
murder. How can a major progres
sive demonstration in San Francisco 
not have “ Cure AIDS" as a major 
demand?

We urge everyone to march on

FULLFRAME by Marc Geller

April 30, but make your views 
known: call 626-8053 or write The 
Mobilization, 255 Ninth St., San 
Francisco 94103. We may be too late 
for 1988, but the progressive mobili
zation of 1989 must address AIDS as 
a major issue because it already is! 
Maudelle Shirtk 
Berkeley City Council 
John Iversen 
vocalist, The Stickers 
Director, New light Senior Center 
John Belskus 
Demo Coordinator,
ARC/AIDS VigU 
Stonewal Gay Democratic Club 
Mike Berkowitz, Local 21 
Past Mobilization Treasurer

T ake a Stand
To the Editor:

One of the most remarkable ar
ticles 1 have read recently is the 
“ Pitfalls and Pratfalls on the 
Spiritual Path” by Van Ault. It’s 
about time sometiody stood up for a 
balanced approach to healing and 
growth!

Mr. Ault gives numerous examples 
of false teachers. I’d like to add one. 
A while back I went to a “ healing 
circle" presided over by a gay man 
who’s a somewhat known published 
author. At one point he had a sub
ject lie down on the door and di
rected the rest of us to surround him 
and project “ healing energy”  to him.

As a trained and experienced 
healer, 1 knew how to safely do this, 
but it was obvious most of the other 
men there did not. The danger? One 
can simply project one’s fears and 
imbalances into the person receiving 
the “ healing”  thereby making things 
worse. The healer can also absorb 
the subject’s anxiety/illness/symptoms 
and reproduce them.

I wish I’d had the guts to speak 
out right then and there against this 
so-called teacher who directed this 
well-intentioned but stupid metaphys
ical malpractice.

We in the gay community are still 
rather naive about spirituality and 
are just beginning to develop our

Continuad on psga 10

Conservative Conclave Turns Nasty

Fear anti Loathing 
in Washington

©  ¡988 The Nation. Reprinted with permission.

Conservatives are a cranky lot. After seven years of Ronald Reagan’s 
reign, they still complain that they are on the run, outmaneuvered and 
outgunned by the dark forces of liberalism. Such was the prevailing sen
timent at the 15th annual Conservative Political Action Conference, held 
recently in Washington.

Sponsored by the American Conser
vative Union and Young Americans for 
Freedom, CP AC brought nearly 8(X) 
conservative activists to a stylish 
Washington hotel to contemplate “ the 
I990s and beyond." These are the 
movement’s grass-roots diehards, will
ing to plunk down several hundred 
dollars for the chance to voice their 
communal frustration that Reagan has 
not yet ushered in a conservative millen
nium. Endorsing organizations includ

ed Reed Irvine’s Accuracy in Media, 
Phyllis Schlafly’s Eagle Forum, Beverly 
LaHaye’s Concerned Women for 
America, Senator Bob Dole’s Cam
paign America, the Jack Kemp and Pat 
Robertson campaigns and the Repub
lican National Committee.

The Grand Old Man, Ronald 
Reagan, attended a dinner in his honor. 
The program for the fete contained a 
salute to the chief, penned by Lyn Nof- 
ziger, a former aide who that very day

was found guilty of violating the Ethics 
in Government Act. Reagan is “ a more 
principled man than many in his 
cabinet or staff,”  wrote Nofzigcr, who 
has dutifully provided proof of that 
assertion. The next night at the awards 
banquet, Nofziger received a standing 
ovation.

The conference was a collective ex
pulsion of bile. It is astonishing how 
much resentment has built up during 
the Reagan years among his flock. Most 
of the faithful present, overwhelmed by 
the recent vote against contra aid, the 
intermediate-range nuclear forces treaty 
and Reagan’s abandonment of the evil 
empire ethos, could not bring them
selves to pillory their leader. In search 
of a more convenient scapegoat, they 
took off after the media and homo
sexuals.

Imagine Reed Irvine discovering a 
Managua conference on “The Free 
Press: A Threat to the Free World?’’ 
He would see red. There was, however, 
just such a panel at CPAC, organized 
by AIM. This forum gave several hun
dred discouraged conservatives the 
chance to sound off about the liberal 
clique that runs the media and spreads

disinformation about the contras, the 
Soviet Union, Republicans, South 
Africa and you name it.

At another panel, “ How Conser
vatives Get Media in a Hostile Environ
ment,”  a delegate exclaimed, "Are we 
not permitting them Ithe media] to 
destroy our country?”

When it wasn’t the media, it was gay 
people. Panelists and audience 
members lashed out at homosexuals 
during a forum on AIDS. Dr. Vernon

Group, observed that homosexuals 
now have the gall to request federal sup
port for the treatment of AIDS victims. 
“ Not only are we supposed to pay taxes 
for research,”  she complained, “ We’re 
supposed to take care of them.”

Burke decried the influence of gays on 
AIDS policy, but she received a shock 
when she informed the gathering that 
one-quarter to one-half of the gay 
population could be dead within five 
years. At that, a large chunk of the au-

''They [homosexuals] realize that if  they do 
not have promiscuity and group sex, then 

they don V have the fellowship that goes with 
that, and their political power dies. ”

—  Dr. Vernon Mark, Harvard University

Mark of Harvard University revealed 
what the real “ homosexual agenda” 
is: “ We’ve suffered enough, therefore 
we have to be rewarded with antidis
crimination laws.”  Isolate those in
fected, the HIV-positive individuals, he 
declared. “ What about casual contact? 
What about that handshake?” asked 
Dr. Gregg Albers, director of health 
services at Jerry Falwell’s Liberty 
University. Karen Burke, a policy 
analyst at the House Republican Study

dience of 200 or so cheered and 
clapped. “These are individuals — 
brothers, husbands and friends,’’ 
Burke protested. “ There’s no way you 
can celebrate a tragic fact like that." 
She was wrong. Dr. Paul Cameron, a 
delegate from something called the 
Family Research Institute, declared, 
“ Unless we are willing to sta te .. .that 
homosexuality is a crime against 
humanity.. .then we will have more of 
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Dukakis Goes 
Prospecting for 
Gay Votes
Leaning heavily on the Greek connection, Massachusetts governor 
Michael Dukakis finally persuaded Art Agnos yesterday to climb aboard 
his presidential campaign. But Dukakis is having great difficulty finding 
a similar empathetic route to win the hearts and minds of gay and lesbian 
voters here.

Distracted by the early-voting states, 
Dukakis hasn’t been much of a 
presence in California. It may be by the 
time he gets here most of the politically 
active gay community will be solidly 
behind Jesse Jackson, who has not only 
been courting the community but also 
articulating a strong progay plank.

Meanwhile, Dukakis carries baggage 
that is not easily shed. He is the author 
of a foster care policy in his home state 
that gives short shrift to lesbian and gay 
foster parents. That policy underscores 
an abiding suspicion that Dukakis’ 
understanding of the gay sensibility is 
deeply flawed.

Boston lawyer Vin McCarthy, a 
board member of the Human Rights 
Campaign Fund and a highly respected 
gay man, was in San Francisco last

weekend selling Dukakis as the in
evitable Democratic nominee. McCar
thy wants a gay presence inside the 
campaign as a wedge for future wheel
ing and dealing on community con
cerns.

McCarthy’s charitable spin on the 
Dukakis foster care policy is to call it a 
“ blind spot,”  and he is quick to point 
out that the Bay State governor helped 
push th ro u ^  an antidiscrimination law 
for gays, an effort that failed in 
December only because of last-minute 
parliamentary maneuvering by right- 
wing lawmakers in the state Senate. 
That bill will be back again this year.

Still, McCarthy met pretty much of a 
stone wall here with the few activists he 
engaged. McCarthy was told Dukakis 
must demonstrate some tangible progay

positions in his campaign if he is to pry 
loose some support.

Gore’s Flip-Flop on Gays
When Albert Gore Jr. was a lowly 

congressman running for the US 
Senate, the Nashville Tennesseean of 
October 17, 1984, reported the follow
ing:

Gore said affirmative action for 
homosexuals is "unacceptable" to 
most Americans and is not the same as 
equal treatment on the basis o f  religion 
or race. Gore was peppered at a break
fast forum with questions about his 
stands on national defense and 
"moral" questions, including whether 
he supported a "gpy bill o f rights. ”

" I ’m opposed to that bill or resolu
tion," Gore said almost before the 
questioner was finished. His quick and 
short answer was in marked contrast 
to his usual style o f explaining his 
answers in detail.

Gore war asked at a press con
ference after the brealfast how he re
conciled his opposition to the so-called 
gay bill o f rights — a resolution calling 
fo r the outlawing o f discrimination 
based on sexual prtferences — with 
his often repeated campaign pledge o f  
seeking “justice for all. ”

“/  don ’/  think that criterion is one 
that justifies affirmative action," Gore 
said, and added that he thought the 
criteria o f  sexual preference are dif
ferent from race or religion.

“/  don’t pretend to have an under
standing o f homosexuality that sus
tains a discussion q f its roots, but I  do 
not believe it is simply an acceptable 
alternative that society should affirm, ” 
the congressman said.

"That statement is bound to offend 
some people."

Now that Gore is running for presi
dent, he said in San Francisco that he 
would support an executive order ban
ning discrimination against gays in 
federal hiring.

Has Gore evolved, or has he just read 
the handwriting on the wall when it 
comes to the realities of the California 
Demoaatic primary?

The Non-Debate
The debate among the candidates for 

the 16th Assembly District was a real 
snooze, and why the League of Women 
Voters is allowed to retain proprietary 
rights over sponsorship is a mystery.

The league operates in the rarefied 
atmosphere inhabited by good govern
ment groups, and the questions asked 
were oblivious to the district’s racial, 
ethnic and sexual minorities.

And while I suppose there has to be a 
forum inclusive of the lesser party can
didates, I wish someone would sponsor 
a debate between the two Democratic 
Party candidates.

That Missing ‘L’ Word, 
Again

The only opportunity the candidates 
had to let loose and tdl the crowd their 
perspective on the race and their plat
form was in the short closing remarks

each was permitted to make.
After tearing into Burton for con

gressional absenteeism (70% in his last 
year) and his ties as a PG&E lobbyist, 
Achtenberg went on to describe her own 
record and background. She described 
herself as a lawyer, litigator, negotiator, 
scholar and mother. “ You name it,” 
she said.

The only thing she left out w as.. .  
lesbian.

Olympics Follies
That well thought-out plan to bring 

the 19% Summer Olympics to the Bay 
Area included a rather novel plan to 
house the athletes.

The plan originally put forth by 
Quentin Kopp’s Bay Area Sports 
Organizing Committee proposed pro
viding plush dorms for the participants 
in a renovated Public Health Service 
Hospital.

That’s the building the city is seeking 
to acquire from the federal government 
as a skilled nursing facility for people 
with AIDS.

TYipping through 
the Archives

Nostalgia buffs remember when the 
Sentinel had an inquiring photographer 
accosting people on the street. In June 
1978 the question was, "How do you 
respond to the size of your partner?” 

Randy Shifts acknowledgeid, “ I must 
admit my response is proportional to it. 
Even the best of us likes big shoulders.”  

I wonder what it is the worst of us 
likes. ■
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Th e . TEMITATIONS AND  
HIS ONLY WEAKNESS IS  
SW/EET POTATO PIE/

F e a t u r in g  T H E  B R O W N  B O M B E R  a n d  O lV A  T O U C H E  F L A M B E  
by FVxDf. I.B. Gretendowne

NAM E: DIVA TO lX lH É FLAM BÉ  
A G E : AGELESS 
OCCUPATION: FULL-TIME DIVA

t f  AVING BEEN REINCARNATED
^ M A N Y  TIM ES O VE R  A  M 

OF CENTURIES, THE DESTINED  
CONNECTION B E T W E E N  T H E  
THE d iv a  a n d  a e .  HAS FINALLY, 
CO M E TO PA S S. T H IS  T IM E  
AROUND SHE IS  CONDENT  
SPENDING T IM E  W IT H  WOMEN 
OF A LESBONIC NATURE  
PROMOTING CLEAR THINKING  
THROUGH THEANO EN T SCIENCE 
O F  SLA PTM O LO G Y, TEACHING 
G R A D E  SCHOOL AND HOSTING 
THE "d i s h  T h e  d i r t  w i t h

d i v a * T V  S H O W .

NAME: PHOEBE DOUCHE FLA M B E  
A G E : LIKE NANCT REAGAN, s h e ’s  

NOT S U R E ....
o c c u p a t io n : AEROBICS TEACHE

CLAIMS TO  B E  DIVA'S 
P W lF S IS TE R ; A  c l a im  DIVA  

MEITHEROENIBS NOR SUBSTAN-'
•Da t e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p h o e b e i

USES H ER  ENORMOUS FRENCH 
ROLL HAIRDO  ( i t  IS NCfF 
B EEH A /e) TO STO R E  VALUA 
IS  AN EXAMPLE OF FASHION 
WfTH A  FUNCTIONAL FLAIR.
HER PASSIONS IN C LU D E -  
WOMEN PHYS. Etk COACHES, AND̂  
SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK,BUT 
SHE IS  THE ONLY DYKE IN  THE WDRU?' 
WHO doesn’t like JO/W ARMATRAOlNSi

NAME: Th e  v a n i u a  c r e m e p o f f  
AGE: HE’LL NEVER TELL  
OCCUPATION: AAALf FRAGRANQ  
t e c h n i c i a n  f o r  
W O O L w o r t h 's

J ^ f f ie . a s  h e  is

W  REFERRED TO  BY HIS  
FRIENDS, IS  O B SE SS ED  
W ITH K EE PIN G  U P  W ITH  
TRENDS. H E  LOVES T O  
W EAR SWEAT G EA R . BUT 
D E S P IS E S  ACTUAL 

SW EAT, PRIZED P O S S E S 
SIO NS INCLUDE V ID E O S  

|OF EVERY‘ D Y N A S TY ’  
EPISODE E V E R  F ILM ED  
A N D  HIS W HIPS O F  THE 

WORLD COLLECTION



AT THE COURTHOUSE
KEN CADY

Beyond Smoot

Where Credit Is Due
Last week’s community forum to discuss the death of George Smoot 
brought a large crowd to the Collingwood Park Rec Center to air 
complaints against many of the people involved in the investigation, 
trial and conviction of Smoot’s killer. The police were criticized for a 
less than stellar investigation, the DA for not charging murder, the 
judge for his insensitive remarks concerning Smoot’s alleged behavior 
and the defense attorney for his alleged release of Smoot’s confidential 
diary.

The criticism also focused within our 
own community, against CUAV — 
Community United Against Violence. 
One participant claimed that CUAV sat 
on the information about the Smoot in
vestigation, another complained that 
CUAV was siding with the homicide in
vestigators against the gay community. 
The fact that CUAV is technically 
under the DA’s budget was also criti
cized.

Each of these individuals and agen
cies will have to speak for themselves in

responding to the allegations made at 
the forum. It was good to see a large 
turnout because the issues deserve dis
cussion and action. I couldn’t help but 
think, however, that we rarely show our 
appreciation as well as we do our anger. 
The police have done some very good 
things in other cases to try to serve the 
needs of our community. The DA not 
only obtained a conviction of Smoot’s 
killer, but has a great track record of 
meeting the concerns of gay and lesbian 
victims and witnesses. The courts have

“ thrown the book”  at many of the at
tackers of gay and lesbian citizens. 
CUAV has had its own successes in 
fighting violence against us. Which isn’t 
to say we shouldn’t criticize when 
mistakes are made. But things usually 
do go well, and when they involve effort 
above and beyond the call of duty, they 
should receive as much attention as the 
mistakes. At the very time that the 
Smoot case was under scrutiny, another 
case was being tried at the Hall of 
Justice which involved just such an ef
fort. You may have read about it in the 
paper as the “ satanic cult killing.” 
Whether it was a satanic case or not, it 
did involve the gay community as vic
tim, defendant and witnesses.

When the body of “ John Doe #60” 
was found on SixA Street in the summer 
of 1985, not many people expected that 
the police would be able to solve the 
crime. Painstaking and patient in
vestigation by homicide inspectors 
Napoleon Hendrix and Prentice 
Sanders led to the arrest and conviction 
of one of the suspects. It came about 
with the testimony of one of the other 
suspects along with another individual

who had helped the two in yet another 
crime, the rape of a Polk Street youth. 
The assistant DA, Paul Cummins, 
worked with the police for two years 
putting the case together. After a four- 
week trial, a conviction was obtained 
last week. Yet at the same time we are 
criticizing the investigation and pros
ecution in the Smoot case, there have 
been no commendations coming forth 
for the work done in the “ John Doe 
#60” case. Thefi/l/f story detailing the 
trial didn’t even mention Cummins’ 
name. It seems to me that if we are go
ing to be credible when we criticize, then 
we should be just as quick to commend.

The successes don’t always belong to 
the DA either. In Alameda County, 
assistant public defender James Hen
derson obtained an acquittal of a client 
who had been involved in a fight. The 
client was charged with slashing another 
individual with a knife. Henderson told 
the jury that his client was actually the 
victim of an antigay attack« and had 
been able to turn the tables on his 
assailants after they stripped him of his 
pants. When one of them dropped a 
knife, the client picked it up to defend 
himself. A lthou^ the assistant DA in 
Alameda County didn’t accept this ver
sion, the jury did and acquitted the 
man. They asked Henderson when the

so-called victim was himself going to be 
prosecuted.

★  ★  *

Christine May, a public information 
officer for the Department of Correc
tions called last week about my recent 
column criticizing the department for 
not responding to my letter inquiring 
about the Justice Department’s series of 
complaints about conditions at Vaca
ville. May says that they never received 
my letter. She tells me that the DOC has 
taken steps to improve conditions at the 
California Medical Facility, specifically 
trying to upgrade the facility so that it 
qualifies for a hospital license. 
Although there is still only one doctor 
on duty to care for as many as 4,300 
people on the nights and weekends, 
there is an attempt being made to in
crease medical and health care staff. In
mates no longer have access to other in
mates’ medical records and are no 
longer doing medical procedures in the 
operating room. The DOC is negotiat
ing with the Department of Mental 
Health to allow the DMH to take over 
the psychiatric care of inmates. The 
serious deficiencies in the environmen
tal conditions at CMF will be alleviated 
by the necessary measures to obtain 
licensing of the hospital, according to 
May. Stay tuned for further reports. ■

San Francisco's Best-Kept Secret

Continued from page 8

collective higher consciousness. As 
we do, let’s not be afraid to take h 
stand for quality and clarity, as Mr. 
Ault and the Sentinel have done. 
Steven Wison

U n su n g  H eroes
To the Editor:

In response to your article of 
March 4, 1988, about Jim Geary’s 
considerable accomplishments at 
Shanti Project, I think it is also 
important to acknowledge the 
following people whose ideas and o m  
work have made significant 
contributions to Shanti Project.
Dr. Charies Garfield, founder and 
creator o f the emotional support 
training model.

Helen Schietinger RN. MA, who
created Shanti Project’s residence 
program for people with AIDS.
Randy Chelsey MSW, who created 
Shanti Project’s practical support 
program.
Linda Maxey RN, who developed, in 
conjunction with San Francisco 
General Hospital, Shanti Project’s 
counseling program on 5-A.
Bea Roman, who created Shanti 
Project’s development department 
that raised over 2 million dollars that 
allowed Shanti to grow.

Not to mention the thousands of 
volunteers whose work allows for Jim 
Geary to do his. Jim needs to look at 
the people who have given so much 
and remember that without these 
gifted people, he might still be an 
unemployed nurse’s aide — “ who 
wasn’t in the right place at the right 
time.”
Mark Stuart Winchester

Gay Hypocrisy?
To the Editor:

After seeing the gay graffiti on the 
front of the Federal Building, and 
for somebody else’s cause, 1 feel it is 
time to squarely deal with the ongo
ing hypocrisy of many members of 
the gay community, who use our 
community resources to support the 
Sandinistas or any other Communist 
cause.

First, one tires of every other 
hetereosexual cause getting shoved in 
our face as the price of being gay. 
You almost have to genuflect every 
time Nicaragua is mentioned in the 
gay community.

Any gay persons who have showed 
up at the Federal Building, or who 
will continue to march for this cause, 
are hypocrites, and this hypocrisy 
may be shown to be quite real after 
examining Marx’s Communist doc

trine, where homosexuality is labeled 
a “ capitalist bourgeois disease.”  The 
inherent heterosexism of Communism 
makes me balk at the idea of sup
porting the Sandinistas or any other 
Communist regime. Those gay people 
who feel it b  always just to cry for 
some Communist stupidity, and feel 
the rest of the gay community must 
be involved, are selling the gay 
movement short in view of our "  
history and how mainstream society 
views us. With the AIDS crisis upon 
us, I could not give a damn about 
Nicaragua’s problems. All of the 
time, energy and money spent by 
those of our community who find 
sanctity in a Communist cause 
should be put into some project for 
the gay community instead. Why 
don’t you try being gay at least 
once?
Guy Chirics

SHOULD YOU TAKE THE
AIDS ANTIBODY TEST?
P o ssib le  B en efits
• People who get test results usually 

reduce high risk behavior
• By taking the test, you find out 

whether or not you can infect others
• Regardless of the result, testing often 

increases a person's commitment to 
overall good health habits

• People who test negative feel less 
anxious after testing

The San Francisco Department of 
Public Health offers AIDS Antibody 
Testing which is voluntary, free  
and a nonym ous. Counselling and 
referrals are also available. To 
make an appointment for testing,
call 6 2 1 - 4 8 5 8

Fund;:-..! 
foi t!u:; 
messane 
provided 
by the S r  
Diepanmem 
ol Public Health

P ossib le  D isa d v a n ta g es
• Some people wrongly believe that a 

negative test result means they are 
immune to AIDS

• People who test positive show in
creases in anxiety and depression

• When testing is not strictly confi
dential or anonymous, some people 
may risk )ob and insurance 
discrimination

For more information about AIDS 
Antibody Testing, call the San 

Francisco AIDS Foundation
Hotline at 8 6 3 - A I D S
Toll free in Northern CA (800) FOR-AIDS 
TDD (415)864-6606

Act of Betrayal
To the Editor:

I want to express my objection to 
the Humane and Dignified Death Act 
for a number of reasons. I think that 
your endorsement of the measure, 
and the ongoing efforts of its sup
porters, reflect a profound empathy 
for people with AIDS, but the act it
self seems to me to be precisely what 
vie don’t  need today.

The supporten of this measure 
argue that the issues are the individual 
rights of the person with AIDS and, 
on another level, the quality of life, 
how it is diminished or compromised 
in the torturous ordeal some people 
with AIDS may have to experience 
before death. I have never believed in 
the right to commit suidde. One can 
say that a person with AIDS isn’t 
committing suidde since he or she will 
die anyway, but a// q/'us are to die. 
None of us presently have the r i ^ t  to 
kill ourselves or to shorten our lives 
deliberately.

I don’t accept death in any sense; 
this may seem preposterous, and 1 
don’t expect to be appredated by 
those who insist on such acceptance 
of death, but there you have it. I 
think we should strive to experience 
death in comfort, to be sure, but not 
as a convenience.

In The Myth o f Sisyphus, Albert 
Camus rather bravely talked about 
the responsibility to continue to live, 
at all costs, not so much because life 
is sacred but because the knowledge 
of life’s absurdity is identical to a 
commitment to the rest of humanity, 
to ourselves and the future.

Camus wasn’t being high-minded, 
and I don’t think he was being unfair 
or that he spoke without compassion. 
But he spoke reasonably and with a 
clearheaded insight into personal and 
social necessities. The Humane and 
Dignified Death Act, however honest 
and noble, is a betrayal of the trust 
we all presume to share in a civilized 
society.
John J . Powers

TAr Sentinel welcomes your letters. All 
submissions must be typed, double
spaced and no longer than 200 words. 
Brevity is a virtue. H e resers'Rthe right 
to edit according to our space needs. 
Please include your name, address and 
phone number for verification purposes.

G E T  T H E  F A C T S . C O N S I D E R  Y O U R  F E E L I N G S . T H E N  D E C I D E .

The photo* from the lodcKtff dinner 
ofdieSanl^aiicacoAIDSEmeiea- 
cy Fund were not given photo emit». 
They were taken by SooQ M utb.

"The Comstock offers 
a warm  and beau tifu l 

atmosphere fo r  d ining  
and socializing w ith  

friends and it's  a great 

place to m eet 

new  friends."

B ill Lee,

Computer A n a ly s t

"The Comstock is 
a wonderful place 

to  entertain friends, 

associates and fam ily . 

I've also m et quite 

a fe w  friends, and 

the dining room  
service and food  

are superb."

Susan Barber,

Office A dm inistra tor

A private club for men and women,
with membership based in the gay and lesbian commuinity.

Located in an exquisitely restored 19th- century mansion in one 

of the City's finest areas. The Comstock Club offers its members;

. Superb Dining at Affordable Prices . Relaxing Bars and Lounges 

. Parties and Special E vents. Meeting Rooms . Catering 

. Cabaret Entertainment with no Cover or M inimiun . Health Club .

There's never been a better time to consider Comstock Club membership 
and to HELP YOUR FAVORITE AIDS CHARITY!...

From March 10 through May 10 The Comstock offers the following membership incentives;

San Francisco Member 
Special Initiation Fee: $1,000

$ 3 0 0  O F  T H IS  F E E  D O N A T E D  
IN  Y O U R  N A M E  T O  Y O U R  
F A V O R IT E  A ID S  C H A R IT Y  

(You qualify for the tax deduction)

Bay Counties' Membership 
Special Initiation Fee: $600

$180  O F  T H IS  F E E  D O N A T E D  
IN  Y O U R  N A M E  T O  Y O U R  
F A V O R IT E  A ID S C H A R IT Y  

(You qualify for the tax deduction).

BE OUR GUEST!
N ow  you  can  en jo y  the  p riv e leg es o f  C o m sto ck  M em bersh ip  fo r o n e  w eek  as o u r guest. 

U se all o u r fac ilitie s  fo r one  w eek  and all y ou  pay fo r is  fo o d  and beverage!

S to p  h y  1 4 0 9  S u tte r  o r  J u s t C a ll (4 1 5 ) 8 8 5 -6 7 0 0



Debate
Contlnu0d from page 5

Many of Burton’s other answers were 
as brief and nonchalant. For example, 
in response to a query about whether 
candidates would support public fund
ing for abortion, Burton simply said, 
“ The answer to your question is yes.” 
As the widely regarded favored can
didate, Burton seemed to be staying as 
detached as possible from Achtenberg 
and Mavrogeorge, two articulate and 
skilled debaters. At other times. Burton 
handled questions noncommitally. In 
addressing the prospect of California 
having too many ballot initiatives. Bur
ton spoke about "taking the good with 
the bad.” He concluded, “ By and large, 
[ballot initiatives) are a good process. 
Part of a democracy is letting people 
abuse their rights.”

Both Achtenberg and Button said 
they would support campaign funding 
reform, address diminishing water re
sources as a critical issue rather than a 
political football and raise taxes if 
necessary. Achtenberg also called for 
gas tax surcharges to fund improved 
mass transit. ■

Smoot
Continued from page 3

department shortly after the murder, 
thanking the department for conducting 
a thorough investigation.

“ My responsibility in this case was to 
the friends and neighbors of George 
Smoot,”  said Schell. “ 1 had a client 
privilege with those people. When 
somebody comes to me and asks for

assistance, I am not going to give to 
anybody information that they do not 
want me to give. They asked me to do 
one thing — to go to the homicide detail 
and ask them to go out into the neigh
borhood and explain to them why other 
neighbors had not been talked to. 1 was 
willing to do anything for them that I 
could. I knew that I had a hot potato on 
my hands.

‘TU  tell you something else,”  added 
a clearly angry Schell, “ I’m shaking
right now, out of anger___ 1 don’t
think I’ve ever had my ethics questioned 
before. I certainly have made mistakes, 
and I will admit to making mistakes, 
however, I also have heard rumors that 
somehow I had sided with hcroidde. 
Dealing with this case brought up a lot 
of memories for me. My first fight with 
the police ikpartment was with homi
cide. They sued me over the death of 
ttiy lover. And it was a hard case to deal

with. 1 wanted to scream out that 
George Smoot was dead. 1 wanted to 
scream out that there seemed to be 
something wrong with this case. But 1 
couldn’t do it. And I really had to wait 
for the story to break in the newspaper 
to tell my story.

“ If there is a problem with the way 1 
handled this case, then it is up to the 
community to go to my board of direc
tors and say, ’When you have a hot 
potato like this, put it out lo the com
munity and don’t wait.’ ”

Larry Zabc, George Smoot’s former 
lover 5iyl his close friend until his 
di^th, stood up to defend Schell. Said 
Zabo, “ Unfortunately, I don’t think 
any of us was as skilled in using the 
m ^ a  as the defense attorney was. But I 
think now, thanks to Randy’s action 
and thanks to Bill and thanks to every
one on this panel, there is something 
going to be done now.”

Describing George Smoot, Zabo 
said, “ He was a wonderftil, creative, 
hardworking, at times irascible fellov.
He had a great sense of humor. Our life 
was very full together. W i Iraveled. We 
shared sensibilities about things. You 
must all have confidantes. The kind of 
perscTeyou laugh about the same things 
with and you cry about the same things 
with.”

His voice beginning to break, Zabo 
continued, “ Whatever George put his 
mind to he did thoroughly and well. 
That’s why 1 find this so difficult. To 
have this kind of joy in my life taken 
away so violently, so quickly. I’ve lost 
the most significant person in my life. 
And 1 would just like to see some justice 
begin to be served, and that’s why I ap
preciate you all being here.”  ■

POINT OF VIEW
Continued from page 9

what we just heard — calling homo
sexuals our brothers.”

Despite all the gay-bashing, some 
members of the crowd were not content. 
“The only thing worse than a Com
munist is a person who practices an 
alternative lifestyle,” said Russ Witten
berg, a delegate from Arizona. He 
criticized the panelists for not discussing 
in detail such sexual practices as fisting. 
Harvard’s Mark replied that homosex
uals are outraged by any talk of monog
amy. “ They realize that if they do not 
have promiscuity and group sex, then 
they don’t have the fellowship that goes 
with that, and their political power 
dies,”  he said. “That’s good, but you 
haven’t explained what I asked,”  Wit
tenberg responded, as the crowd —■ less 
than eager to discuss the specifics of 
alternative lifestyles — hooted him.

Other illuminating contributions to 
the debate included a remark from a 
college Republican wearing a Kemp 
button that “the only people who have 
AIDS who can legally be killed are the 
unborn babies,”  and a suggestion from 

'an  Illinois delegate that prisoners on 
death row be given AIDS so that a vac
cine can be tested on diem. After the 
panel, Wittenberg rushed forward to 
talk to a panelist. Representative 
William Dannemeyer, who had assailed 
the homosexual lobby. “ These people 
are guilty of murder,”  Wittenberg said, 
apparently referring to gays in general. 
“Yeah,”  Dannemeyer answered. “ But 
to keep my credibility I have to stay on 
the high ground.”

Making a hasty exit from the hotel, 
Burke expressed surprise at the audi
ence’s response to her tragic statistics 
on AIDS fatalities. “ Initially, I thought 
that was an interesting fact, too,”  she 
said, recalling the old joke that “ AIDS 
is wiping o u t^ e ir  mailing lists.”  But 
she had a change of heart. “ It wasn’t 
that I was becoming a ‘squish.’ ”  
(That’s a Washington word for a softy.) 
She realized that “ somehow God’s 
justice and mercy are involved in all 
this. Justice as in, ‘You reap what you 
sow’; mercy as in, ‘They still have time 
to turn around.’ ”

So, after nearly two terms of Reagan- 
ism, the nation’s leading reactionaries 
feel besieged. Are CP AC people typical 
of conservatives? If presidential 
preference is any measure, the answer is 
no. A pre-New Hampshire survey of 
members of seven major right-wing 
organizations showed most conser
vatives to be more moderate (Bush 
received 27% of the responses; Kemp 
17%; Dole, 16%; and Robertson, 
15.8%). With the CPAC crowd’s first 
two picks, Kemp and Robertson, un
likely to succeed Reagan, the conserva
tive movement will probably lose some 
of the influence it has enjoyed these past 
few years. Without one of its own in the 
White House, it might return to its pre- 
Reagan status; the extremist tail trying 
to wag the GOP dog. Perhaps that’s 
what the CPAC gang is really mad 
about. Still, judging from the Washing
ton conference, these conservatives seem 
to prefer playing the set-upon underdog 
—even whenthey’reontop. ■

*I Harvard Forum 
Highlights Strategies
Continued from page 1

Frank repeatedly criticized recent 
civil disobedience protesting the 
Massachusetts Senate’s inaction on the 
gay rights bill. (On January 4, 14 
members of MASS ACT OUT, a 
grass-roots political action organiza
tion, were dragged out of the senate 
chambers and charged with trespassing 
during the demonstration. Eight of the 
14 were found guilty and fined $100).

Norman, co<hair of MOW, angrily 
rebutted Frank, placing lesbian and

movement. “ 1 sense a new energy. I 
sense a new commitment. The march 
allowed us to see just what our 
political movement could be,”  she 
said.

She also said the movement must rid 
itself of racism and sexism to make it 
accessible for women and people of 
color. “ Lesbian and gay people of col
or are organizing because they are 
tired of being turned away by their 
own communities,” said Norman. She

liberation, “ 1 suspect that most gays 
just want to be like everyone else.”

Boswell told the standing-room-only 
crowd that until the community suc
ceeds in building la,sting institutions 
and structures, it is bound to con
tinually "reinvent the wheel.” He ex
plained that the lesbian and gay com
munity often lacks the family, religious 
and community structures the Jewish 
and black communities have used to 
transmit culture, values and survival 
strategies. Gays have faced various 
degrees of oppression and liberation 
throughout history, said Boswell, but 
the wisdom gained in those struggles is 
rarely passed on.

The key to achieving a wide-ranging 
political and social agenda for the gay

Harvard University held a precedent-setting symposium for gay and lesbian leaders to disenss political strategies for future 
social action. It involved (from left to right) Yale University historian John Boswell, Virginia Apuzzo of New York, 
Supervisor Harry Britt. Congressman Barney Frank and Pat Norman.

gay civil disobedience in the tradition 
of the black civil rights movement. 
“ We have our own Gandhi and King. 
Ninety-nine percent of our civil disobe
dience has been truthful and in line 
with the best in us,”  said Norman.

Members of ACT OUT also chal
lenged Frank. Margaret Cerullo, a 
founding member of ACT OUT, ques
tioned Frank’s support of Massachu
setts Governor Michael Dukakis’ presi
dential campaign. Dukakis initiated a 
foster care program which denies 
placement of foster children in lesbian 
and gay homes.

Frank responded that “ we should 
support the candidate that better pro
motes our goals. [Republican vice- 
president) Bush retards our goals while
Dukakis somewhat promotes them___
Voting is not a dinner date.” 

Apuzzo, deputy executive director 
of the New York State Consumer Pro
tection Board, said it is not enough to 
work within the system and that “ put
ting our movement in the context of 
causing social change is the key to 
challenging heterosexualism.”

She also said that anger should play 
an important role in the fight for 
liberation. “ We are not angry about 
one precipitous act. we are angry 
about a lifetime, a century, two cen
turies, worth of deliberate oppression 
in its most fundamental form, saying 
‘you cannot be,’ ” said Apuzzo.

Britt, a San Francisco supervisor, 
criticized efforts by “ liberal” lesbians 
and gays to “ make peace with a world 
that has not made peace with us” and 
pushed for the movement to go in a 
more “ radical” direction. “ The fear 
of lesbians and gays is a fear of 
freedom,”  he said.

Britt warned the community not to 
lose touch with the source of lesbian 
and gay “ alienation” from society until 
it is eliminated. “ A movement must 
move toward a society where that 
alienation is no longer there” and not 
just become a part of the system, said 
Britt.

Norman said grass-roots activism 
should form the foundation of the

praised MOW for expressing solidarity 
with the people of South Africa, the 
women’s movement and the struggle 
for reproductive rights.

Frank prefaced his comments by ad
mitting he was “ one of the liberals” 
the other speakers had taken to task. 
He said that we must learn to work 
together and that “ strategic differences 
are not moral differences.”  He pointed 
out that change is possible by working 
within the system.

Lesbian and gay rights have been 
transformed from a “no way”  issue to 
an “oh. fudge”  issue in Congress, he 
said. Frank said that although the les
bian and gay community should be 
proud of its members who work for

and lesbian community lays in over
coming society’s homophobia, the 
panelists agreed, and each observed 
discernible progress has been achieved 
in this arena.

The credit for making these in
cremental advances come fiom the nation
wide grass-roots organizing underway, 
of which the March on Washington was 
the most visible manifestation, they 
said.

Ultimately, the cornerstone in 
developing a successful strategy of 
achieving gay and lesbian concerns 
depends upon such visibility, which 
they said plays on essential roles in 
eliminating the homophobia that 
creates barriers to social change. ■

Statements by participants at Harvard University's Kennedy School o f  
Goverment forum

Professor John Roswell:

Is the gay movement unprecedented? We have been prominent in many 
societies for a long time. Many other societies gave gay people full rights. 
Often they did not even distinguish between erotic preferences, only as human 
beings,

Virginia Apuzzo;

We've got to see a program to make corporate America a part of the solution 
and not a part of the problem.

The necessity o f putting our movement in the context of causing social change 
is the key in challenging heterosexism.

Trusting our rage is something we have to get close to.

If we ask this heterosexist society to embrace a facet of humanity that it finds 
distasteful, then we will be part of a revolution. But let’s not let that stop us.

Congressman Barney Frank;

Some people thought blacks were going to be the vanguards of change in 
America. Others throught they simply wanted to be accepted.

You can’t make people do good things, but you can stop them from doing 
bad things.

We should elect a Democrat president, and the day after the election begin to 
aggravate the hell out of him.

Supervisor Harry Britt:

I’m hearing from lesbian and gay leaders that we must put ourselves where it’s 
simply not acceptable.

“ The question, politically, is not going to be ‘is it legal,’ but ‘does it work.’ ” 

Pal Norman;

We are more alive than ever, and intend to fight this thing all the way 
through.

The leadership that we once expected from national organizations now comes 
from grass-roots organizations.

This is a social change movement. This must be a social change movement. 
Without it, we could not have any social change. And we will not allow that 
to happen.

We should work with all who will work with us. We must reject those in our 
communities who will not work for all.

East Bay AIDS 
Project Faces Crisis
The AIDS Project of the East Bay is 
currently facing a crisis of inadequate 
emergency fund resources as local client 
numbers and needs continue to grow, 
according to Executive Director PhQip 
Tsui.

“ As of January 31, Alameda County 
had counted almost 550 diagnosed 
PWAs in residence, nearly 60% of 
whom have died,”  Tsui said.

Emergency funds are used at the 
AIDS Project to support a variety of 
client needs, such as the food bank, 
which offers nutritionally balanced, 
easily accessed groceries for PWAs too

I impoverished or ill to adequately pro
vide for themselves and their dependent 
loved ones.

The emergency fund also supports 
the availability of free transportation 
services for clients needing assistance in 
getting to medical appointments and 
support group meetings. It provides for 
limited monetary disbursements in 
meeting rent, utility and other essential 
payments, and miscellaneous client 
emergency needs, including massage 
therapy and hot meal deliveries.

Persons interested in contributing to 
the project via donations or volunteer 
work can call (415) 420-8181 or write to 
the AIDS Project o f the East Bay, Box 
908, Berkeley, CA 94701. ■
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Dr. Revici:
A  Miracle Man?
Greg was a successful San Francisco interior designer who, like many in 
the gay community, watched his health fail. His problems began back in 
1982 when we still knew little about AIDS. Greg came down with a 
chronic case of diarrhea that plagued him for four years. In the fall of 
1985, he developed neuropathy, a type of neurological disorder. Greg 
was a very sick man, and in January 1986, he was diagnosed as being on 
the border between ARC and AIDS.

bolic. The new definition and systemiza- 
tion which Revici gave to these body con
stituents became the starting point for 
broader exploration of the role these 
substances play in cancer, shock, radia
tion and now AIDS.

Revici's therapeutic approach to 
AIDS and ARC is to support the lipidk 
defenses of the body. He has created 
several medications based on the oppos
ing properties of the lipids. The exact 
structures of these lipid derivatives and 
their methods of preparation are still 
Revici’s secret. They have not yet been 
approved by the FDA, so they cannot

course, up to the patient to maintain his 
or her health to ensure that the illness is 
held at bay. Naturally, the doctor frowns 
on smoking and ingesting hard liquor, as 
well as red meats. Megadoses of vita
mins. he feels, will not bring about a 
state of remission, as some believe, but 
will strengthen the body and can only 
help. He will not advocate other alter
native treatments like DNCB or AL 721, 
but says simply, “They surely cannot 
hurt.”

To maintain your good health. Dr. 
Revici also recommends that individuals 
abstain from all forms of sugar and 
chocolate, heavy creams and soy sauce. 
But it's OK to have a little fiin when 
eating — the doctor is a big fan of pizza.

Dr. Emanud Rerici is now 91 years 
old. He still maintains a full schedule of

Several years before, two women 
ftiends of Greg’s had been treated for 
cervical cancer by Dr. Emanuel Revici of 
the Institute of Applied Biology in New 
York. They both had gone into immedi
ate remission, and had remained in re
mission for seven years.

Dr. Revici has now been treating 
cancer patients for 63 years, and many of 
his patients have lived in remission for 30 
years or more. Dr. Revici has also 
treated other chronic illnesses and addic
tions. His method of treatment is con
sidered most unusual, and he at one 
point began to believe that it could be 
used to great effect in combatting AIDS.

On the advice of his two friends, Greg 
vi.sited Dr. Revici in New York, under
went treatment, and has gone into total 
remission, as have some 250 other 
PWAs that Dr. Revici treated.

What are the methods this miracle 
man applies to his medical practice? 
Why has he received so little press 
coverage? And why are the AMA and 
the FDA trying to stop him?

Emanuel Revici was born in 
Bucharest. Rumania, in 1896. At the age 
of 11, he read Darwin’s o f the
Spei ies. At 12 he wrote four books on 
anatomy. He studied at the Faculty of 
Medicine in Bucharest, and by 1921, at 
age 25, he was licensed to practice 
medicine and surgery in Rumania.

In 1924 he attended a pregnant 
woman with inoperable cancer. The 
woman was discharged from the hospital 
to die. A year later, to everyone’s sur
prise, she returned with a healthy child 
and no sign of disease herself. Dr. Revici 
reasoned that her cure might be at
tributed to changes in the body that 
might have occurred during pregnancy, 
and he began to experiment with alco
holic extracts of human placenta. Cer
tain placentas, he noted, had reddish 
areas, rich in lipids (a natural fatty sub
stance from within the body). Extracts of 
these showed promising results when ad-

Dr. Em inud Revici was in SF last week to discuss his unorthodox, but seemingly snccessfnl, A ID S treatment methods.

ministered to cancer patients.
Dr. Revici later discovered that in 

nearly every aspect of health and disease, 
there are two opposing actions at work, 
which he terms "anabolic" and “cata
bolic.’’ Anabolic refers to processes 
which are constructive and proliferative. 
Catabolic represents those involved with 
the utilization of energy and stored 
resources. Good health results from a 
daily rhythmic fluctuation of one process 
to ano^er, based on the needs of the 
body and the demands placed on it by 
the environment. In chronic degenerative 
disease, there is always a predominance 
of one of these activities.

It is the lipids of the body, Revici 
found, that play a principal role in the 
induction of disease. Fatty acid lipids 
were catabolic, sterol lipids were ana-

legally cross state lines. Revici can legally 
prepare the medications because of a 
New York State law allowing a physician 
to formulate any nontoxic preparations. 
Lipid derivatives are surprisingly non
toxic, which would make them a god
send for AZT users. Revici has given 
daily doses of selenium lipids, containing 
more than a gram of elemental selenium 
for extended periods of time, without

seeing patients and conducting research. 
He recently visited San Francisco, where 
he conducted a seminar on his lipidic 
treatments for doctors and health practi
tioners as well as going through the rigors 
of a press conference. Dr. Revici wants to 
be sure that after he is gone, his work will 
be carried on and not suppressed by the 
FDA or AMA.

But he really isn’t worried about leav-

It is the lipids in the body, Revici found, 
that play a principal role in the 

induction o f disease.
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side effects. This amount of nonlipidic 
selenium would be lethal, but Revici’s 
formula supposedly puls people back in
to a state of good health.

Dr. Revici does not consider his treat
ments for cancer and AIDS to be a cure. 
Patients are, he says, in remission. 
Remission may indeed last several 
decades, but it is still remission. It is, of

by writing to him at the Institute of Ap 
plied Biology, 164 East 91st Street, New 
York. NY 10128. You can also call his 
local press representative and AIDS pro
ject coordinator, Doug Murphey, at 
8614001.

Davies Hospital’s 
HIV Unit

Davies Medical Center has an
nounced the establishment of the In
stitute for HIV Research and Treat
ment. While serving as a research 
center, the institute will coordinate the 
many experimental HIV drug treat
ments and provide AIDS patients with a 
comprehensive network of physicians 
and state-of-the-art diagnostic and 
treatment services.

Davies Hospital is located at 45 
Castro in San Francisco, up the street 
from Duboce Park. The general infor
mation number is 565-6779.

Healing with Hypnosis
Van R. Ault will lecture on “ Hyp

nosis as a Healing Tool”  on Friday, 
April 8, at 8 pm. He will explore the 
dynamics of hypnotherapy, how it can 
unlock the healing power of your own 
mind and enhance well-being in many 
different ways.

Included in the presentation will be a 
group hypnotic induction for those who 
wish to experience the pleasure of 
trance in a very safe, gentle way. Van 
Ault is a certified hypnotherapist and 
psychic consultant and writes the Sen- 
tinel's Healing Resources column. 
Sponsored by the Fraternal Order of 
Gays, 304 Gold Mine Drive, San Fran
cisco. $8 members. SIO nonmembers. 
For information, call FOG at 641 -0999 
or Van at 864-1362.

HTV Tests for Women
Free and anonymous HIV testing is 

being offered to women and their part
ners by the Women’s Needs Center, 
1825 Haight Street, San Francisco. In 
eluded in the program, which is being 
funded in part by the state, are a variety 
of counseling and support services. 
Women in need of testing may call the 
center during business hours at 
221-7371.

ing us in the near future. He feels that 
lipids may play a part in slowing down 
the body’s aging process and hints that it 
might be possible for the average, 
healthy person to live to 120.

“ But,” Dr. Revici says with a smile. 
“ 1 wouldn’t want to live exactly 120 
years. I’d hate to die on my birthday.”

Dr. Emanuel Revici can be contacted

Safe Sex Workshop 
in Marin

The Marin AIDS Support Network is 
sponsoring a safe sex workshop on 
^ tu rday , March 26, in Corte Madera, 
10 am-5 pm.

“ Man to Man: Sensual and Safe”  
will present a wide range of discussion, 
question and answer — as well as inter
action exercises that foster trust and in
timacy. Any question you have about 
AIDS transmission and safe sex will be 
answered. There will also be exercises in 
sensual massage to give a gentle 
reminder of the pleasures of the body.

To reserve your space in the work
shop or for more information, call 
457-2437.

Continued on page 16
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Immunotoxin 
Treatment for AIDS?
A San Francisco immunologist has proposed using immunotoxins, a 
technology already tested in humans as an experimental cancer 
treatment, in the treatment of /UDS and ARC. Alan S. Levin MD of 
Positive Action Healthcare in San Francisco, who is presenting the 
idea this week at a meeting of the AIDS Medical Resource Center 
Physicians Association in Chicago, based the proposal on a model 
(theory) of the development of AIDS, a model he derived from the 
recently published work of a number of researchers. (For background 
on Dr. Levin and Positive Action Healthcare, see our SF Sentinel 
article of January 1, 1988).

Even though the proposed AIDS 
treatment has not yet been synthesized 
and there’s no clinical data suppoiting 
it, we are interested in the proposal for 
several reasons:

•  The technology of immunotoxins 
has developed far enough that creating 
one for AIDS would be almost routine; 
according to Dr. Levin, it could pro
bably be ready for human testing within 
six months if unforeseen problems do 
not intervene. We do not know of any 
other researchers developing an AIDS 
treatment based on immunotoxins; a 
computer search of the literature turned 
up only one reference, a published letter 
that proposed this approach in 1986.

•  Dr. Levin is in an excellent position 
to develop the treatment. His wife, Vera 
S. Byers PhD, MD, is an expert in mak
ing monoclonal antibodies and im
munotoxins. Dr. Levin has already 
started to assemble a scientific team for 
the project.

•  Aside from a treatment possibility, 
the theory itself summarizes what a 
number of leading researchers are now 
learning about AIDS, and addresses 
several troubling questions such as how 
HIV can not cause AIDS when it only 
infects a tiny fraction of T-helper cells 
(an issue raised by retrovirologist Dr. 
Peter Duesberg, who has argued that 
HIV could not cause AIDS). Levin’s 
model also explains why no animals get 
AIDS, even if they can be infected with 
HIV: this question could be important 
for developing strategies for future 
research, for example, by suggesting 
more emphasis on human immunology 
rather than animal models.

The Theory
We interviewed Dr. Levin for this ar

ticle, but we have explained the theory 
in our own words; any errors are our 
own responsibility. This explanation is 
complex because the theory depends on 
several concepts from immunology; 
readers who find it confusing can skip to 
the “ Proposed Treatment” section.

The central element of Dr. Levin’s 
theory is that part of the protein of HIV 
imitates part of z human protein which 
has a key role in the immune system. 
(Proteins consist of sequences of 
simpler chemicals known as amino 
acids; a virus may happen to have the 
same amino acid sequence within one of 
its proteins as is found in a human pro
tein.) This unfortunate coincidence not 
only enables HIV to infect human 
T-helper and certain other cells; it also 
explains — according to the theory 
presented here — how later immune 
dysfunctions develop through mecha
nisms well known to immunologists. 
And fortunately this explanation sug
gests several approaches to treatment.

The theory arose from a question. 
AIDS depletes the T-helper cells, but 
HIV infects very few of them at any one 
time, less than one in ten thousand. The 
body could easily replace these cells. 
Therefore, if HIV is causing the damage 
(and there is much evidence that HIV is 
the 5/nf qua non of AIDS, whether or 
not it is the sole cause or may also re
quire co-factors), it must be depleting 
the cells by some means other than

directly infecting and killing them.
Levin’s model is not new research but 

rather a coherent summary of a number 
of findings by others. His theory pro
poses that HIV does its damage 
primarily by causing cells to produce an 
AIDS-virus protein, called gp 110, (or 
gpl20, another name for the same 
substance) which circulates in the 
blood. Gp Il0/gpl20 includes the se
quence which allows HIV to attach to 
the CD4 molecule — which is the recep
tor site on the T-helper (T4) group of 
white blood cells.

This sequence causes the gp 110/gp 
120 protein to attach to T-helper cells, 
just as HIV does when it inifects the 
cells. This protein cannot reproduce 
because it’s not the whole HIV virus, 
only part of it. But it causes damage in

in the body.
In addition, the immune system 

recognizes gp 110/gp 120 as a foreign 
protein and forms antibodies against it. 
Presumably these antibodies do help to 
reduce its concentration.

But since gp 110/gp 120 contains the 
sequence by which HIV matches the 
CIM molecule (the receptor on the 
T-helper cell), an antibody against this 
AIDS-virus protein can also act against 
the human protein sequence which nor
mally uses the CD4 receptor site. As a 
result, com m unication between 
T-hdper cells and certain other cells, 
such as macrophages (see below), 
becomes disrupted.

(It might be helpful in understanding 
this process to visualize an antibody 
and its corresponding antigen as a key 
which fits the lock. Like the key and the 
lock, the antibody and antigen fit 
because the shapes match exactly. 
When the body is invaded by a foreign 
organism — the lock — it produces an 
antibody — the key — which precisely 
fits the protein from that organism and 
usually no other.

But unfortunately the AIDS-virus 
protein gp 110/gp 120, the lock, hap
pens to fit a key which is already in nor
mal use in the body — the CD4 
molecule, which is the T-helper receptor 
site to which the AIDS virus attaches 
itself in order to enter and infect the cell. 
Therefore when the immune system 
makes new antibodies to gp 110/gp 120,

This treatment will not be a complete cure, 
but the approach, already in use for cancer, 
certainly deserves serious attention for AIDS.

other ways.
The gp 110/gp 120 molecule can at

tach itself to more than one cell, causing 
clumps of T-helper cells to fuse together 
into giant clusters called syncytia. These 
cells stop working and soon die. In this 
way, a single cell which is infected by 
HIV and secreting the gp 110/gp 120 
protein can cause the destruction of 
many healthy T-helper cells elsewhere

these new keys not only fit this AIDS- 
virus protein as intended; they also fit 
the lock, found on other cells such as 
macrophages, which was intended to 
use the key on the T-helper cell. There
fore these antibodies intended to attack 
the AIDS-virus protein also attack the 
normal cells such as macrophages, in
terfering with communication between 
the macrophages and T-helper cells and
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perhaps doing other damage as well.)
Normally macrophages, which are 

large immune-system cells that can cir
culate in the blood or remain in various 
organs of the body, engulf foreign 
oiganisms such as bacteria or fungi. 
Later they present the foreign proteins 
to T-helper cells, which instruct other 
cells to make antibodies specifically 
ta rg e ted  aga in s t the invad ing  
organisms. The antibodies which the 
immune system produces against gp 
110/gp 120 interfere with this process.

After the macrophages present an
tigen to the T-helper cells, these cells in 
turn secrete chemicals called growth 
factors (also called colony stimulators.

the AIDS-virus protein gp 110/gp 120 
causes harm indirectly in still another 
way. Normally after the immune 
system makes antibodies, it makes an
tibodies against the antibodies 
themselves. These, called antiidiotype 
antibodies, help to turn the immune 
response off.

But the AIDS-virus protein contains 
the sequence which matches the CD4 
molecule on the T-helper cell. Therefore 
its antiidiotype antitxrdy can also act 
against the T-helper cell — further in
terfering with the normal functioning of 
the immune system.

All of these forms of damage come 
about because the HIV virus — and its

Aside from  a treatment possibility, the theory 
itself summarizes what a number o f leading 
researchers are now learning about AIDS.

or CSF), which cause the maturation of 
new T-cells and other cells. When the 
antibodies to gp 110/gp 120 interfere 
with the macrophages, these chemicals 
are not secreted in the normal amounts, 
resulting in further depletion as the new 
cells which should have matured do not 
do so. (One new treatment, called GM- 
eSF, is being tested for a deficiency of 
white blood cells often found in AIDS, 
especially after treatments with certain 
drugs such as AZT. GM-CSF is a 
colony-stimulating factor given to cor
rect for a shortage of this substance, a 
shortage which could be caused by the 
mechanism outlined above.)

Besides the damage described above,

gp 110/gp 120 protein — has a sequence 
which mimics a key human protein in 
the immune system.

And according to this theory, the 
reason animals do not develop AIDS 
from HIV is that they have different 
proteins, which HIV does not mimic.

Proposed Treatment: An 
Immunotoxin

An immunotoxin consists of an an
tibody chemically attached to a toxin — 
a preparation intended to kill specific 
cells. The antibody targets the right 
kind of cells and binds to them, but the 
antibody itself does not kill the cell. The 

Continued on page 16
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transcendental healing energy balances and regenerates 
you. I specialize in spiritual self-expansion, past life 
regression, and creativity enhancement. I ’m a certified 
hypnotherapist with twelve years experience in the 
psychic Held

864-1362

STEVE FOSTER
Massage Therapist 

Specializing in deep back 
and neck work. Certified 
and licensed.

$40/90 minutes 552-9852

Experience a unique combination of 
Swedish. Shiatsu. Deep Tissue and Sports- 
massage I offer 1 '/ j hrs, massage for $40
Certified Massage Therapist Member, 
American Massage Therapy Assoc

Gift Certificates Available
Albert Wyss — 863-0499

EXPERIENCE*
& really caring 

set us apart!
470 Castro

552-9300
• Serving You 

12 Years Dr. Lo w e ll H ouse r 
Chiropractor

ATHLETIC INJURIES SCIA-RCA
NECK II back pain
AUTO tc WORK RELATED ACCIDENTS
MASSAGE
STRESS REDUCTION A DEEP TISSUE

641-1810 Sliding scale for PWAs

San Francisco 
and Oakland

Rise and
Shine
268-0123

NUTRIPATHIC TEST & ANALYSIS
"Bring Your Health into Balance"

Located in Noe Valley John Calabrese D.C. & Rob Holz D.C.

Holistic Chiropractic
Serving the community with a unique 
approach lo balancing the body, mind 
and spirit since 1980.

Bartlett Falls, D.C.
863-1311
284 Noe St. (at Market)
Open Saturdays for your convenience

MASSAGE
A NURTURING, 

NON-SEXUAL MASSAGE
Sw ed ish /E sa len , S h ia tsu  

A cu p re ssu re  
RICHARD NELSON 

Certined Massage Therapist
S45 - 9 0  M in ., S lid in g  S ca le  

By A p p o in tm e n t O n ly  
641-6171

I use Swedish/Esalen and Shiatsu 
bodywork, with a strong and respon
sive touch. Release tension and sup
port your body’s natural capacity to 
balance its energy.
$ 4 0 /9 0  minutes Tracy Turner 7 7 5 -6 9 6 2
Certified

Prediagnose 
Stress Reduction 
Weight Balance 
Nutripathic 
Supplements

•  Hair Analysis
•  Body Work
•  Proper Diet
•  Yeast Test

C f t C A T C  H E A V E N  N O W f
Expertonc* ECSTASY BREATHINQ:
• fMlIaa your panonal powar
• compMa ttw past one* and lor all
•  an|ay ttia haighta, paaalona and daflghta of 

til your draama.
In B sals and loving spac«, laam acataay breathing 
and othar powerful tecbnlques to awoken your 

Unlimited Peraortal Potential.
CELEBRATE YOUR ULTIMATE PARADISE RIGHT NOW!

C all B obby E d e lso n
PRACTIONER- CEBTIFIEP HEBIRTHER

JULIAN BAIRD
Spiritual Counselor and Teacher 
Healing thru the Power of Love
Julian has 15 years experience as a conscious 
Channel and Metaphysical teacher. You can:

•  Flesolve relationship issues
•  Heal tear of death and dying
•  Make conscious contact with Inner 
Godlove Self
•  Learn how to integrate sex and spirituality. 

Individuals sessions and classes offered. Sliding 
scale fee 
(415) 563-2577

DEEP M U S C L E  M A S S A G E
My sensitivity, superior training, vitality, 
strength and experience will deliver you a 
massage you can feel the positive effects from 
tor days afterwards Non-sexual, Swedish- 
style 90 minutes tor $35. Outcalls $45 Flexi
ble hours Call Jim 841-0546.
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toxin kills the cell; the antibody is 
custom-made to bring the toxin only to 
a specific group of cells, a group which 
must be immunologically distinct in 
some way.

For AIDS, the proposed treatment 
will use an antibody which seeks out the 
^  110/gp 120 protein but not any nor
mal human protein. This antibody will 
carry a toxin to the HIV-infected cells 
which are producing gp 110/gp 120; 
these cells can be recognized because 
they have this protein on their surface. 
The immunotoxin will kill these infected 
cells, gready reducing the amount of gp 
110/gp 120 being produced. Dr. Levin 
believes that it should be possible to 
reduce the level of this AIDS-virus pro
tein by 100 times through the use of an 
immunotoxin.

This treatment will not be a complete 
cure; it would not eliminate the virus 
entirely, as some cells infected with HIV 
show no outside evidence of infection. 
And of course there may be unforeseen 
difficulties in creating a practical drug. 
But the approach, already in use for 
cancer, certainly deserves serious atten
tion for AIDS. ■
fFe do not know o f anyone developing 
this approach until now. I f  you have 
heard o f any work on immunotoxins 

fo r  AIDS, please call John S. James, 
(415) 255-0588, or Dr. Alan Levin at 
Positive Action Healthcare, (415) 
788-7545.

FRONTLINE
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Healing Alliance 
Workshop

The AIDS Healing Alliance will hold 
a workshop entitled “ Practical Meta
physical Tools for Self-Healing." 
Facilitated by Dave Braun, a second- 
degree Reiki practitioner who has 
studied with Stephen Levine and 
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, the workshop 
will show how meditations, chanting, 
affirmation and visualizations can be 
put to immediate and effective use. The 
workshop will take place on Sunday, 
March 27, from noon to 4 pm. Fee is 
$30. Call Jim Cox at 864-7820 to 
register and get the location for the 
workshop.

Ongoing Events
Bring balance to your life by learning 

how to cook high-quality vegetarian/ 
macrobiotic meals. The four-class series 
is given mornings, evenings or week
ends at a cost of $60. Call Barbara 
McFarland at %2-9692.

In the South Bay, learn how to over
come chronic pain. Powerful nondrug 
techniques for blocking and controlling 
pain. A series of six in-depth work
shops. Medical referrals and inquiries 
welcomed. Fees unknown. Call the Los 
Gatos Institute at (408) 395 -5300. ■
Help us spread the word.' Events, 
classes and workshops dealing with 
health and healing (mental, physical 
and spiritual) should be sent to 
Holistics Editor, c/o SF Sentinel, 500 
Hayes, SF, CA 94102. IVe need listings 
from all around the Bay Area and are 
especially in need o f events that pertain 
to women.

SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS!

.. tell them you saw it in the 
Sen tin e l!
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At  46 , R o b e rt F e rro  is c u rre n tly  poised  
o n  th e  c res t o f  th e  g a y  lite ra tu re  ex 
p lo s ion  w ith  h is new  no v e l. Second  Son, 

a n d  h e  ap p ea rs  to  be e n jo y in g  every 
m in u te  o f  th e  ride.

A lth o u g h  on ly  o u t fo r  a  few  w eeks. 
Second  Son  h a s  been  selling  p h e n o m e n a l
ly well, enough  so  th a t  a  se c o n d  p rin tin g  is 
a lready  assu red . F e rro  h im se lf  w as briefly  
p r o f i l ^  in a  recen t N ew sw eek  artic le  o n  
gay  w riters cro ssin g  over in to  m a in s tream  
pub lish ing . T h e  Sentinel s p o k e  w ith  him  
early  o n e  S u n d ay  a f te rn o o n  w h en  he  w as 
a lm o st a t th e  en d  o f  th e  b o o k  to u r  fo r Sec-

'ÍYILYOFMAX DESIR 
ROBERT FERRO

f cwrmìMi  ni ks * ni  «»«

o n d  Son. F e rro  h a d  yet to  face  an  SR O  
read in g  an d  b o o k  sign ing  a t  A  D ifferen t 
L igh t th a t even ing , an d  w a s  a lso  m issing 
h is long tim e lover, w ho —  b ack  in New 
Y ork  —  w as m eeting  a  d ead lin e  and  
m in d in g  th e ir a p a r tm e n t in  th e  W est 90s. 
N evertheless, M ax  D esir’s a lte r  ego  ta lked  
a t leng th  o n  th e  critical re sp o n se  to  his

la te s t w o rk , h is  th re e  o th e r  novels, h is  
fam ily , g a y  sp iritu a lity , A ID S , th e  V iolet 
Q u ill C lu b  a n d  th e  m e a n in g  o f  S p len d o ra  
—  a m o n g  o th e r  m a tte rs .

* * *
What struck me when I started reading 
S ec o n d  S o n  was how it picks up where 
T he F am ily o f  M ax D esir  ieft off. It’s 
almost like S o n  o f  M a x  Desir, Did you in
tend S econd  S o n  to be a sequel?

1 d id . T h e  p a tte rn ’s a  little  la rger th a n  
th a t ,  th o u g h . Second  Son  is th e  last o f  a  
cycle  o f  fo u r  b o o k s . T h e re ’s a  p ro lo g u e  to  
it [77ie O thers\, a n d  th e n  th e re  a re  th e  
th re e  novels . I t ’s a  cycle a b o u t th e  fam ily . 
W ith in  th a t  cycle Second  Son  is m ean t to  
b e  th e  sa m e  fam ily . I ch an g ed  som e o f  th e  
p a rtic u la rs , b u t  all th e  essen tia l fac ts a re  
exac tly  th e  sam e  —  th e y ’re  m e a n t to  be. 
B ecause w h a t I ’ve b een  d o in g  is p ro jec tin g  
c e rta in  th em es o n to  a u to b io g ra p h ic a l fic
t io n , w h ich  is to  say , th e  m a in  c h a ra c te r ’s 
p o in t  o f  view . M ark  [S o n ’s p ro tag o n is t]  
a n d  M ax  a re  certa in ly  th e  sam e p e rso n  to  
m e  —  w hich  is essen tia lly  m e o r  m y p ro 
je c tio n  in to  w h a tev e r s itu a tio n  th e y ’re  in . 
Was this four-novel cycle in your head 
when you began writing The Others'!

I d id n ’t  k n o w  w h a t I w as d o in g  a s  a  
w rite r u n til a f te r  I ’d  fin ished  it . T h e n  I 
k n ew  w h a t m y  p rin c ip a l p reo ccu p a tio n  
w as: th e  gay  m a n ’s p o s itio n  in  th e  fam ily  
—  w h eth er h e  fit, h o w  h e  fit, w h a t he  
c o u ld  d o  in  th e  fam ily , how  he  co u ld  be 
accep ted  in to  th e  fam ily . A lo n g  w ith  th a t 
th em e  cam e  so m e  o th e r  th in g s like a lie n a 
tio n , a p a rtn e ss , o th e rn e ss . A ll these  th in g s 
a re  in T he O thers in  a  k in d  o f  c ry p to - 
sym bolic  w ay.

So  th a t  led m e in to  M ax, w hich  w as 
very  a u to b io g ra p h ic a l, th e  sexuEil k in d  o f  
co m in g  o u t gay  nove l. A n d  stay in g  w ith in  
th e  them es o f  th e  fam ily , w ith  The B lue  
Star  I w an ted  to  g o  o f f  in  a n o th e r  d irec 
tio n , to  try  to  com e a t  it in  a  d if fe re n t w ay . 
A n d  I d id .
M i t t  M ax, 77ie B/we 5ior was something 
of a surprise. Even with the strongly

A Talk with Novelist Robert Ferro
by Patrick Hoctel

rooted, autobiographical elements, it still 
read like one long fantasy.

In  all o u r  lives, all d a y  lo n g , we see th a t 
so m e th in g  is no t q u ite  re a l , o r  so m eth in g  
is fa n ta s tic  —  th e  line is b lu rred . T h a t’s 
w h a t I w as try ing  to  d o  in  T he B lue  
S t a r . . . t o  ju s t e lim in a te  it [th a t line). It 
w as w ish fu l th in k in g . T h a t ’s h ow  I th in k  
o f  th a t  b o o k . E veryone  gets th e ir w ish , 
ev e ry o n e  gets w hat th ey  w a n t in  a  w ay  th a t 
c o u ld  n ev er h ap p en . I guess it w as a  
“ H o ld  B ack  the  N ig h t”  so rt o f  th ing . I

un til w e ’re  ac tua lly  jo u rn e y in g  to  th e  stars 
w ill p eo p le  lo o k  up o n  it a s  a n y th in g  m ore 
th a n  a  m e ta p h o r . B ut I m ea n t  it as a  m eta
p h o r . I m e a n t it as a  new  g a y  m e tap h o r, 
w hich  I w as try in g  to  co m e  u p  w ith . I ’m  
very  in trig u ed  by it still, b u t I th in k  th a t’s 
it fo r th is  —  I ’d  like to  d o  so m e th in g  d if
feren t.
S econd  S o n  and its view o f Splendora as a 
kind o f alternative — or alternative vision 
— in the AIDS cr i^  has been criticized. 
Some reviewers have charged that the

"^The m a jo r  p o in t  I  h a d  in  w ritin g  th is b o o k  is 
o fte n  m issed . A n d  th a tis  th a t h o p e  has to  b e  

in je c te d  in to  th is  s itu a tio n , h o p e  h as to  b e  
in je c te d  in to  th e  ep id em ic . ”

w a n te d  to  w rite a  k ind  o f  fa n ta sy , a  w ish- 
fu lfillin g  novel, because  1 knew  it w as g o 
ing  to  b e  fo llow ed by  a  m o re  rea listic , 
h o rro r-f i lle d  novel th a t I even tua lly  w as 
g o in g  to  w rite  ab o u t A ID S . I w asn ’t read y  
to  w rite  a b o u t A ID S  y e t. I d id n ’t k n o w  
en o u g h .
From statements you’ve made recently, it 
would seem that Second  S o n  is definitely 
the end o f the cycle.

I h a d  th o u g h t it w as. I w ro te  it to  b e  th e  
e n d . A lth o u g h  I ’m  a  b it  in trigued  by  
S p le n d o ra  [an alien p la n e t th a t  w elcom es 
g ay  sp ace  travelers] a n d  w h a t co u ld  h a p 
p e n . I ’m  tak in g  a  lo t o f  f la k  fo r  th a t . T he  
c ritica l estab lishm en t in  th is  co u n try , gay  
o r  s tra ig h t, is no t p re p a re d  to  tak e  science 
fic tio n  s e r io u s ly .. .n e v e r  h as been . N o t

novel’s too light on A IDS, not hard
hitting enough given the situation, 
escapist even.

I ’m  beg inn ing  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t’s go 
ing to  h a p p e n  —  w hat is  h a p p e n in g  —  
w ith  review s. Peop le  a re  g e ttin g  th ings o f f  
the ir ch ests  a b o u t the  s u b je c t o f  A ID S  in 
these review s, as they a re  a b o u t  an y  books 
th e y ’re  review ing ab o u t A ID S . I t ’s no t m e 
th e y ’re  review ing, it’s th e  su b jec t.

T h e  m a jo r  p o in t I h a d  in  w riting  th is 
b o o k  is o f te n  m issed. A n d  th a t ’s th a t  hope  
has to  be  in jec ted  in to  th is  s i tu a tio n , h o p e  
has to  b e  in jec ted  in to  th e  ep id em ic . I t’s 
n o t fa ir  fo r everyone w h o ’s ill to  b e  to ld  in  
every conce ivab le  w ay th a t  th e y ’re  going 
to  d ie . I t ’s n o t righ t. A n d  u n ti l  so m e  k in d  

Continued on page 20



landscape.
T he  M iss A m erica  D iner in  Jersey  C ity  

is a  coup le  b lo ck s  f ro m  F o o d to w n  a n d  th e  
de fu n c t fre ig h t-ca r tra c k s , a  b lo ck  o r  tw o  
rem oved  fro m  K ennedy  B ou levard . B ut 
—  is it the  G erm an p o t roast on  Thursday  
nights? the  irresistible classic railroad-car 
cream p u f f  design? the n a m e? — the M iss 
A m erica  d o es a  d ecen t business, exem pli
fy ing o n e  o f  th e  nea test th ings a b o u t 
cüners: th ey  red eem  o r  h u m an ize  o th e r 
w ise u n d is tin g u ish ed  lo ca tio n s , m ak in g  
som ew here  o u t o f  n o w h ere . E>iners a re  
good fe n g  shui.

D ocs M e l’s deliver in  th e  fe n g  shu i 
d e p a rtm e n t?  I t d o e s . T h e  G e a ry  co rr id o r 
in  its v ic in ity  is a  n o -m a n ’s-land ; w in d 
b low n , lined  w ith  b la n d , m iscellaneous 
s to r e f r o n ts ,  a  g o o d  p la c e  to  d r iv e  
th ro u g h . T h e  P a c if ic  S te reo  th a t w as th e  
prev ious o c c u p a n t o f  M el’s lo t h a d  d reck y  
fe n g s h u i— a  sq u a t, d a rk  ra n c h  h o u se  o f  a 
p rem ises co w erin g  u n d e r  a n  e n o rm o u s  
b lu e  p las tic  sign .

M el’s, h o w ev e r, is b r ig h t, inv iting , all 
g listen ing  c h ro m e  a n d  h a im e t-p a tte m e d

ju s t  w ash ed  a  p an  o f  h a m b u rg ’ ’ —  sligh tly  
sw eet, co ffee ish , th e  sm ell o f  tr e f  fa t siz
zling  o n  a  p ressed-steel g rid d le .

O f  co u rse , th e  c a sh  reg iste r is n e a r  th e  
d o o r .  L o o k  th ro u g h  th e  sh im m erin g  g lass 
c o u n te r to p , a n d  w h a t is b e n e a th ?  M y  G o d  
—  Fez, Sen-Sen, N ecco  fVqfers, c h o c o 
la te  c ig a re tte s , B oston  B a ke d  Beans, even  
(they  still m ak e  it? ) A d a m s ' B lack Jack  
g u m  in  co b a lt w rap p e rs  —  th e  en tire  p a n 
th e o n  o f  m o la r-ro ttin g  ju n k  (bu t fro m  
before  w e knew  it w as “ ju n k  fo o d ’’ as o p 
p o sed  to  g o o d  fo o d  lik e  —  te m p e h ). P ry  
o p e n  O p ie ’s m o u th , a n d  w h a t’s stick ing  
to  th e  ro o f?  Y ou  c a n  b u y  it h ere .

A  d in e r ’s ch  ’/-scape is sh a p e d  p rim a rily  
b y  th e  d im ensions o f  its c o u n te r , a n d  
M e l’s c o u n te r is O ly m p ia n , c a p p e d  w ith  
th a t  unnerv ing ly  fam ilia r  be ige  F o rm ic a , 
s q u a re d -o ff  a t th e  c o m e rs , w ith  a  g reen  
s tr ip e  ru n n in g  d o w n  its  len g th . T h e  green  
s tr ip e  rep ea ts  itse lf th ro u g h o u t  th e  ro o m , 
f ro m  th e  lip o f  y o u r c o ffe e c u p  to  th e  g reen  
b o rd e r s  o n  th e  m en u  to  th e  o v a l d e m a rc a 
tio n s  o n  y o u r p la te  to  th e  in k  o n  M el’s 
m a tc h b o o k s , tak e -aw ay  c u p s , h a ts  a n d

T o  u n d e rs ta n d  d in e r s , y o u  m u s t 
u n d e rs tan d  N ew  Je rsey . T h e  so- 
ca lled  “ G a rd e n  S ta te ”  is a  h o th o u se  o f  

m e lan o m as , d iox in  d u m p s  g low ing  in  th e  
D an te a n  flare  o f  re fin e ry  sm okestacks , 
M a f ia  “ w ise  g u y ”  c e m e n t-o v e r s h o e  
b u ria l p its w ith  fo o tba ll s ta d iu m s  p a in ted  
o v e r th em , p la s te r lions w ith  T V  cam eras 
h id d en  in th e  m o u th s  g u a rd in g  drivew ay 
en tran ces, p a lm  read ers  a n d  salt w ater ta f 
fy, co n d o  b o n d ag e , “ b ee r b o n g s ,”  S lo
c u m ’s B ow l-o -D rom e, M ilto w n  —  th e  
to w n  n am ed  a f te r  a  b a rb i tu ra te  —  Seven 
P re s id e n ts ’ B each w ith  th e  m ercu ry  a n d  
ch lo r in a ted  h y d ro c a rb o n s  ro lling  i n . . .  
b u t N ew  Jersey  understands  d in ers . T h e  
V IP  D iner in  Jersey  C ity , th e  D uchess in  
E d iso n , th e  C la rem o n t in  M on tc la ir: 
th ese  a re  n o t fo o d -a s - th e a tre  concep ts 
co o k ed  u p  in  the N am e la b . T h ey  a re  a r 
chetypes.

W h a t m ak es  a  d in e r a  d in e r?  A  p e rti
n e n t q u es tio n , as th e re  a re  a  lo t o f  p laces 
ca lling  them selves d in e rs  these  days. Fog  
C ity  D iner, fo r exam p le , is a  fine res
ta u ra n t, b u t y o u r av e rag e  w o rk in g  s t i f f —  
y o u r tru c k e r , your sec re ta ry  o n  a  lunch  
b re a k  —  c a n ’t a f fo rd  to  belly  u p  to  Fog  
C ity ’s galvan ized  design  s ta te m e n t fo r  a  
garlic  c u s ta rd  w ith  sh iitak e  m u sh ro o m  
sau ce  every day . T h e  fu n d a m e n ta l v irtue  
o f  a  d iner is th a t it is a  h o m e-aw ay -fro m - 
h o m e , a  p lace y o u  co u ld  a ffo rd  to  ea t 
nearly  every meal in .

W h a t o f  M el’s D rive-In?  It d o esn ’t  call 
itse lf a  d in e r , b u t it possesses several o f  th e  
a ttr ib u te s  o f  a  real d in er: it is cheap , it 
s tay s o p en  la te , an d  it o ffe rs  the sam e 
m en u  all d a y  an d  n ig h t, m o re  o r  less. A n d  
it p rov ides som eth ing  th a t  is h a rd e r  to  a r 
ticu la te  —  a  certa in  h o m ey , n o sta lg ia -in 
d u c in g  . . .  d ream ily  fa m il ia r . . .

In  fac t, i f  th e  o rig in a l Invasion o f  the  
B o d y  Snatchers  u n k n o w in g ly  c ap tu red  
M c C a rth y -e ra  te r ro r-o f- th e -O th e r  b e tte r  
th a n  an y  so c iopo litica l exegesis, M el’s 
D rive-In  is A m erica  n o w : th e  w illed 
reg ression  to  an  im ag in ed  s im p ler tim e , 
th e  flight fro m  n e rv o u s  so p h is tic a tio n , 
r e s t a u r a n t - a s - m u s e u m ,  j u k e b o x - a s -  
m in d se t, th e  B aby  B o o m e rs ’ m id life  
c a ta s tro p h e  d istilled  in to  a  van illa  C o k e , 
th e  co llec tive  u n c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  
R eagan  G ötterdäm m erung  m ad e  ed ib le , 
i f  n o t d igestib le . In  s triv ing  to  recrea te  th e  
50s w ith  m ic ro sco p ic , fan a tic a l m eticu -

lousness, th e  designers o f  M el’s have  
erec ted  a  g listen ing , gtm ish m o n u m en t to  
1988.

Of C h in e s e  Ge o m a n c y ,
Ger m a n  p o t  r o a s t  a n o  M e l  s

Feng shui, m ean ing  “ w in d  an d  w a te r, ”  
is th e  an c ien t C h inese  science o f  place. 
T his  estim ab le  bo d y  o f  lo re , know ledge 
a n d  skilled  in tu itio n  is u sed  b y  A sian  
a rch itec ts  to  th is d a y  to  d e te rm in e  th e  
lo ca tio n  a n d  design o f  ho u ses , businesses 
a n d  o th e r  a rtifa c ts  o f  th e  h u m a n  la n d 
scape . F lo o r  co u n ts  a re  increased  o r  
decreased  o n  th e  ad v ice  o f  fe n g  shu i 
s p e c i a l i s t s  to  p r o d u c e  a u s p i c io u s  
n u m b e rs , aspects a re  ro ta te d  to  face 
S o u th  o r  E a s t, bod ies o f  w ate r a re  ex 
cav a ted  o r  filled in  to  fac ilita te  a  h a r 
m o n io u s  flo w  o f  ch ’/  th ro u g h  th e  invisible

F o rm ica  a n d  g reen  /a u x -m a rb le  te rrazzo  
tile a n d  b o o th s  th a t  lo o k  p e rfec t fo r  m a k 
ing o u t .  M el’s is a  destination, w ith  “ a m 
ple p a rk in g ”  to  b o o t. A n d  —  say  w h at?  
—  M el’s m e n u -p a m p h le t d o e sn ’t say 
“ G R A N D  O P E N IN G ,”  o r  (H eav en  fo r 
bid) “ N E W ,”  it says “ R E  O P E N E D ”  
[sic], y o u  see, M el’s w as h ere  originally 
(th a t is, b e fo re  W a te rg a te ) , on th is very 
sp o t!  I t ’s so m eh o w  —  inev itab le  —  M el’s 
w asn’t ju s t built, m an  —  M el’s w as R E  
IN C A R N A  TED.

OPIE’S MOUTH AND THE SIGN 
ON THE LAVATORY DOOR

S tep  fro m  th e  ru d e  pav em en t th ro u g h  
the po lish ed -lik e -a -m irro r d o o rs  o f  M el’s, 
an d  w h a t h its  you? T h a t sm ell —  w hat 
K erouac ca lled  th e  “ n am eless m em oried  
sincere”  sm ell o f  “ th e  b lack  h id e  o f  a n  old  
h a m . . .  b o ilin g  b e e f . . .  d ish w ate r so ap

sw eatsh irts . T h e  sw ivel-seats?  W h ite  p ip 
ing  o n  green —  a  negative  g reen  s tr ip e .

T h e  p ro p rie to rs  o f  M el’s d id n ’t sk im p  
o n  th e  ch rom e a n d  sta in less, f ro m  th e  
em b o ssed -fan  m o t if  re a r  w all a ro u n d  th e  
sm o o th ly  sw inging k itc h e n  d o o rs  to  th e  
e m b o sse d -d ia m o n d  line  w h e re  th e  line  
c o o k  tip s eggs o u t  o f  a  b a tte re d  sk ille t o n 
to  a  w arm  d ish . A s  y o u  ta k e  all th is  in . 
G en e  C h a n d le r’s “ D u k e  o f  E a r l”  w a fts  
u p  fro m  th e  o th e r  en d  o f  th e  c o u n te r  —  
a n d  w h a t is o n  th e  R o c k -O la  ju k e b o x  to 
d a y , in  1988? B eatles V en tu re s  A re th a  
P a ts y  C line S am  C o o k e  B u d d y  H o lly  P a t 
B o o n e  T o n y  B en n e tt F ra n k ie  A v a lo n  —  
B e la fo n te , “ D a y -O ”  —  “ B lue V e lv e t,”  
b e fo re  th a t p o s tin d u s tr ia l w eirdo  D av id  
L y n ch  go t to i t  —  “ I H e a rd  It T h ro u g h  th e  
G ra p e v in e ”  b e fo re  th e  R a is in  B o a rd  
d e n a tu re d  M arv in  née  G a y ’s th ro b b in g  
s e x u a l p a r a n o ia  fo r  i t s  C la y m a t io n  
m in stre l show  —  u n -f a t  u n -b a rb itu ra te d

Elvis w ith  a  q u iv er in  h is  A d a m ’s app le  
a n d  a  s lith e r in  his sc ia tica , begging  u s to  
“ T re a t M e  N ic e ,”  a n d  w h o  c o u ld  resist? 
I t’s all so  deliberate. . .  th e  u n fa llen  w orld  
r e s to r e d . . .  th e  B eatles w ith o u t “ H eite r 
S k e lte r” . . .  th e  B each  B oys b e fo re  th e  
t id a l  w a v e  sw ep t o u t  th e i r  b o o d ie -  
b o a r d s . . .  tm  endless su m m e r o f  pre- 
p u b escen t y ea rn in g  p u p p y  love . E v en  the 
sh itte rs  h av e  these  creep y  generic  littleboy  
littleg irl sy m b o ls  o n  ’em  —  n o  genitals in 
here!

THE FINGERPRINTS ON THE OLIVE, 
OR WHO Ow n s  t h e  p a s t ?

T h e  w alls  o f  M el’s a re  p a p e re d  w ith  co 
lossal co a rse -g ra in ed  b lo w -u p s  o f  b lack - 
a n d -w h ite  p h o to g ra p h s : th e  o ld  M el’s, 
b r ig h t w in d o w s b eck o n in g  in  th e  px)stwar 
p o n y ta il m a ra sc h in o < h e rry  n ig h t, cushy  
b o o th s  c ra m m e d  w ith  co o l ca ts  ’n ’ k itten s 
w ith  th e i r  h a ir  g reased  u p , te a sed  o u t, 
f lip p ed  u p ,  w igged  o u t . . .  b u t hey, wait a 
m inu te , y o u  no tice  th a t  in  so m e  o f  th e  
p h o to s  th e  c a rs  lo o k  “ c la ss ic ,”  in  o th e rs  
th e  c a rs  lo o k  new  —  D a ih a tsu s  o r  som e
th in g  —  a n d  you  rea lize  th e  a n tiq u e  sn ap 
sh o ts  a n d  th e  R o n n ie  H o w a rd  pub lic ity  
stills a n d  th e  M arilyn  M o n ro e  sw eater-g irl 
a n d  th e  D a ih a tsu s  a re  a ll ju m b le d  u p , p as t 
a n d  p re se n t in te rcu t in to  a  g ia n t B ur- 
ro u g h s ia n  tim e-fu ck  co llage , lik e  those  
H e rsh ey  a d s  w here  B uster K e a to n  an d  
E lvis a n d  B abe  R u th  a n d  L au re l a n d  H a r
d y  a re  a ll c ram m in g  H e rsh ey  b a rs  in  the ir 
m o u th s  to  th e  b ea t o f  a  M ax  H e a d ro o m  
s tu tte r - tra c k : H erH erH erH ershey’s . . . .

A n d  n ev er m in d  h is to ry , th e  cu rren t 
m a n ia  fo r  e rsa tz  tr a d it io n  w ill a p p ro p r ia te  
anyth ing  —  A d o lf  a n d  E v a  g n aw in g  H e r
shey  b a r s  in  th e  b u n k e r?  —  so  C h ap lin  
c h a m p io n s  IB M  g rittin g  a  ro se  in  h is  tee th  
a n d  V a n  M o rriso n ’s in v ita tio n  to  get n a 
ked  a n d  fu ck  in  th e  m o o n lig h t is a b o u t a  
fru it- ju ice  sp ritz  —  all cu ltu ra l h is to ry  a  
K ing T u t ’s to m b  o f  re a d y -m a d e  p o ten t 
im ages to  sn a tch  a n d  p a s te  o n to  th e  latest 
c o rp o ra te  dreckerei —  a n d  o f  course 
R eagan 's doing it too, sham eless carn iva l- 
b a rk e r  th a t  he  is, e q u a tin g  th e  C o n tra s  
w ith  th e  A b ra h a m  L inco ln  B rigade .

A n d  th e  deco r, th e  co n tex t, th e  m ise en  
scene  is so  p o w erfu l it m ak es  th e  en tire  
M el’s s ta f f  lo o k  like  w a lk -o n s  fro m  
A m erican  G raffiti. T h e re ’s fresh -faced  
T im  —  w h o  sets d o w n  y o u r fo o d  fo u r 
m in u te s  a f te r  y o u  o rd e r  it w ith  a  beam ing  
" I t 's  hungry t im e !”  —  so u lfu l-ey ed  
G in g e r w ith  a  b illio n -w a tt sm ile  sw agger
ing lik e  sh e ’s a b o a rd  sh ip , a n d  even  C indy  
—  w h o se  h a ir  co lo r m u s t b e  ca lled  so m e
th in g  like  G olden Sable  —  so m e b o d y ’s 
d u r a b l e  g r a n n y  w a i t in g  t a b l e s  f o r  
C h ris tm as-p re sen t m o n ey .

A n d  M E L ’S T H IC K  S L IC E  F R E N C H  
T O A S T  arriv es , a n d  it is p u ffy  an d  
p u m p e d -u p  lo o k in g  w ith  h ie ro g ly p h s o f  
b ro w n e d  egg a n d  su g ar o n  th e  m arigo ld  
su rface , resisting  te e th  a n d  to n g u e  a  m o 
m e n t b e fo re  co llap sing  in to  a  vanilla- 
scen ted  m u sh  in  y o u r m o u th ; a n d  th e  
n e a r l y  c o m p o s t e d  b u r n t - s i e n n a  
G R I L L E D  P O T A T O E S  u n d e r  th e ir  
q u a r te re d  o ra n g e  a n d  p ars ley  ced a r-o f- 
L e b a n o n  do  h ave  th a t  sligh tly  so u r , sligh t
ly p e p p e r-h o t sa v o r o f  a  n tillio n  b re a k 
fas ts  a t  d aw n  in  a  m illio n  tru c k s to p s  w ith  
th e  d ir ty  m agaz ines a n d  th e  tru c k e rs ’ 
sh o w ers an d  th e  “ h o te l”  o u t b ack ; a n d  
though  th e  over-easy  eggs a to p  th e  K itty  
Q u een -p in k  m o u n d  o f  co m e d -b e e f  m u sh

—  so rry , hash  —  a re  ac tua lly  o v e r-h a rd , 
b y  th e  tim e  yo u  tro w e l it a ll in to  a  crisp  
slice o f  rye to a s t a n d  sm o th e r it  w ith 
k e tc h u p , it does  ta s te  like S u n d a y  n igh t 
d iim e r a t h o m e  —  “ h u n g ry  tim e !”

A n d  th o u g h  b e tte r  c o m e d -b e e f  hash  
can  be  h ad  a t S ea rs’ F ine  F o o d s  (m erely  a  
re s ta u ra n t serv ing  u p  th e  g reasy -p u re - 
m eat-sw eet m ic ro co sm o s o f  A m erican  
lim ch -co u n te r co o k in g , ra th e r  th a n  a  
n o s ta lg ia  ja c k - o f f  m a c h in e ) , th e r e  is 
so m eth in g  co m fo rtin g  a b o u t th is  sunny  
ro o m , these fr ien d ly  peop le , th ese  evoca
tive  p e rm u ta tio n s  o f  p o rk  fa t, su g a r , eggs 
a n d  p o ta to e s ; a n d  by th e  t im e  Suzie 
b rin g s  you  y o u r M E A T L O A F  S A N D 
W IC H  yo u  a re  in to  it —  fo r  th e  san d w ich , 
w ith  its sidecar o f  d ream y  w h ite  p o ta to  
s a la d  w ith  flecks o f  c a rro t, is a  P ro u s tia n  
v is ita tio n  o f  d o w n to w n  lu n c h e s  w ith  
M o m , th o u g h  th e  m e a tlo a f  is to o  loose 
a n d  w et; on e  b ite  . .  . i t ’s u n c a n n y  —  b u t 
th e  m o st in cred ib le  th ing  is th e  to o th p ic k -  
p ic k le - c h ip -a n d -b la c k -o l iv e  s c u lp tu r e  
c ro w n in g  each  h a lf ,  p e rfec t, in ev itab le , 
u n to  th e  f in g e rp rin ts  o n  th e  o liv e , the

h e r  n a m e  is R h o n d a . Y o u  see, th e  n am e  
ta g s  a r e  fa k e ,  t h a t  is , M a y b e llin e -  
T i m C i n d y G i n g e r S u z i e  a r e  v e r y  
’5 0 s-so u n d in g  n a m e s , in  k e ep in g  w ith  
th e , u h ,  feeling o f  th e  p lace , a n d  to  
h av e  th e  s ta f f  w a lk in g  a ro u n d  w ith  th e ir 
re a l ’80s nam es o n  th e ir  n am e  tag s  w ou ld  
ju s t b lo w  th e  w ho le  p u p p y -lo v e  b o a t o u t 
o f  th e  w ater, h u n d re d  to n s  o f  green- 
sp eck led  terrazzo  tile  a n d  all.

A n d  th a t  nearly  in co n seq u en tia l m a n a 
g e ria l decision , th a t  fa c to id , th e  little  m a t
te r  o f  th e  fake n a m e  tags, seem s s o . . .  
bogus, so  lame, so w h a t’s  wrong  w ith  th e  
e n t i r e  p r o je c t  o f  r e s u r r e c t in g  th e  
e p h e m e ra  o f  o n e ’s c h ild h o o d  as th e  te rm s 
o f  o n e ’s adu lt l i f e . . . t h a t  th e  M E L ’S 
S P R IN G  C H IC K E N  a n d  th e  W E T  
F R IE S  an d  the R E B E L  R O U S E R  C H IL I  
D O G S  a n d  the C A R N A T IO N  D E L U X E  
T H IC K  S H A K E S  ( ‘‘y o u  alw ays get a  little 
ex tra  in  the ca n ”)  d o n ’t sit q u ite  r igh t a t 
a l l . . . th a t  a t th e  lx> ttom  o f  th is  su n n y  p ro 
p o s itio n  is a  little  lie , a  b lack  h e a r t , th e  
h a ir ’s-b read th  o f  se lf-consc ious c a lc u la 
tio n  th a t  m akes a  he ll o f  H eav en .

—  th e  p an a te la s  u n d e r th e  reg ister, th e  
m u ff in s  g low ing  u n d e r th e ir  p lastic  h a t-  
bo x  d o m es —  because  th e  V IP  is a  rea l 
d in e r; a n d  th u s can  a f fo rd  to  im prove  o n  
th e  p as t: a  sa lad  b a r  a t  n ig h t fo r  instance
—  h o w  ’70s! —  b rim m in g  over w ith  
G reek  o lives, f lu ffy  ch icken  liver, th e  
chew y  o c to p u s  sa lad  ca lled  scungilli, 
cau liflo w er in a v inegar b a th , s tu ffed  
g ra p e  le av e s . . . .

A n d  th e  V IP  is so  d ep en d ab le  a n d  
v a rio u s  a n d  asks so  little  (m o n ey ) in re tu rn  
it is like  a  n u rtu rin g  m o th e r , a n d  even th e  
sh a p e  o f  th e  bu ild ing  —  big  a n d  sq u a re  
w ith  ro u n d e d -o ff  c o m e rs  a n d  a  w elcom 
ing  b a n k  o f  d o u b le  d o o rs  —  seem s 
fem in in e , a rch e ty p a l, a n d  th e  V IP  is filled 
c o n s ta n tly  w ith  th e  local w o rk in g  fo lk .

S o  y o u  n eed n ’t  ask  y o u rse lf  w hy th e  
V IP  d o es  such  a  business , w h y , in  fac t, as 
N ew  Jerseyans say , it sh o u ld  be there 
fo rever;  th e  V IP  is a  v isib le  m an ife s ta tio n  
o f  th e  h ea lth  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity . E ven in 
sick  sa d  o ld  Jersey  C ity , th e  V IP  is a  ta s te  
o f  th e  paradiso terrestre —  th e  P a rad ise - 
o n - E a i ^ .

w ho le  fu ssy -crude  A m erican  y a h o o  sen
sibility  reduced  to  a  garnish.

A n d  tha t is w hy  M el’s a m p le  park ing  
lo t cou ld  never b e  am ple  en o u g h  o n  S a tu r
d ay  n ig h ts— th a t  an d  th e  sh o ck in g  lack o f  
p laces to  ea t in  th is  to w n  a f te r  11.

S u z ie /Rh o n d a a n d t h e  b l a c k  
Hea r t  of t h e  Am e r ic a n  Dream

T he check  a rrives a f te r  y o u r th ird  cup 
o f  co ffee , n o  h e a rt a tta c k , a n d  as your 
eyes scan  th e  g reen -ink  lines o n  you r ta b  
yo u  no tice  th e  n am e  o f  yo u r ex tra o rd in a r
ily he lp fu l w aitress is R h o n d a , an d  you 
th o u g h t it w as Suzie. She co m es a ro u n d  
w ith  th e  co ffeep o t, a n d  her n a m e  is Suzie, 
o r  so says her nam e  tag , an y w ay  —  an d  
yo u  d o n ’t w an t to  ask Suzie, o r  R h o n d a , 
because you  d o n ’t w an t to  h u r t  h e r feel
ings, so you  a sk  the  c a s h i e r . . .  .W-e-1-1,

THE VIP DINER AND 
THE PARADISO TERRESTRE

M o rn in g  in  Je rse y  C ity , th e  c o u n te r  o f  
th e  V IP  D in e r . . .  o n e  o f  th e  o n ly  p laces in  
Je rsey  C ity w ith  a  p revailing  feeling  o f  
c a lm , cleanliness a n d  o rd e r . I f  y o u  ask  fo r 
a  g lass o f  m ilk , it  w ill b e  d ra w n  fro m  th e  
sh in y -s id ed  m ilk  d is p e n s in g  m a c h in e  
to o th a c h in g ly  c o ld  a n d  f r o th y ;  th e  
n ap o leo n s , ecla irs a n d  fru it cheesecakes in 
th e  cooler rea lly  d o  h av e  th e  e lab o ra te  
m ag ical ap p e a ra n c e  th ey  h a d  in  ch ild h o o d  
—  a s  if  they w ere  th e  fo o d  o f  ro y a lty ; th e  
cheese dan ish  o n  y o u r p la te  is so  g listening 
a n d  perfect it lo o k s  fak e  b u t tastes  rea l, 
rea l cheese-curd  so u rn ess u n d e r  th e  sugar, 
p e rfu m ed  w ith  b its  o f  c a rd a m o m .

A n d  the  w aitresses call y o u  “ h o n e y ”  as 
th ey  refill y o u r  c u p  w ith  p ro fessio n a l 
w a rm th , n o th in g  less o r  m o re ; a n d  all th e  
p a ra p h e rn a lia  o f  a  “ rea l”  d in e r  is in  place

S o , w h a t d o  y o u  th in k  o f  M el’s, I ask  
th e  m o re -fa irm in d ed -th an -an y o n e -co u ld - 
ever-believe re s ta u ra n t critic . “ I t ’s g a r
b a g e !”  she rep lies b lith e ly , m issing th e  
p o in t .  In  an  e ra  w h en  in s te a d  o f  a  destin y  
w e  h av e  a  p as t th a t  w o n ’t  g o  aw ay , in s tead  
o f  m u s ic  th a t m ak es  th e  w alls o f  th e  city  
sh a k e  w e h ave  O a s s ic  R o c k , in stead  o f  
ecstasy  a n d  a b a n d o n  w e h av e  d re a d  an d  
n e g o tia tio n , in s tead  o f  a  livab le  c ity  we 
h a v e  a  “ h o t”  rea l e s ta te  m a rk e t, in s tead  
o f  a  p res id en t w e h av e  cu e  ca rd s  tm d  a  
c o v e rt im peria l a g e n d a , in s tead  o f  th e  
C o n s ti tu tio n  w e h av e  E d  M eese, in s tead  
o f  Rolling  S to n e y /c  h av e  Rolling Stone, 
in s te a d  o f  y o u th fu l in q u irin g  m inds we 
h av e  a  g en era tio n  o f  illite ra te  a cco u n t
a n ts ,  in s tead  o f  69  w e h av e  976, in s tead  o f  
H o w l  w e h ave  B right L ights, Big City, 
“ g a rb a g e ”  is to o  s tro n g  a  w ord  fo r w hat 
M e l’s is.

T ra sh  it m ay  be  —  b u t  i t ’s o u r  tra sh . ■
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o f  believab le  h o p e  is in jec ted  in to  [ 
th is a n d  e n c o u ra g e d , p eo p le  
a re n ’t g o in g  to  have  th e  k in d  o f  
help  they  n eed  —  th e  p sycho 
logical he lp .

False  o p tim ism  is d iffe ren t I 
th a n  h o p e , a n d  th a t’s w hat I’ve 
been accu sed  o f ,  and I o b jec t to  
th a t . T h is  ep idem ic  has been  rag 
ing now  fo r e igh t years. T his is 
the first tim e  in all th a t tim e  tha t 
an y o n e  in  the  h igh-risk g ro u p  is 
ta lk in g  a b o u t  i t . . . i s  w ritin g  
ab o u t it. F o r th e  first tim e , gay 
p e o p le  a r e  w r i t in g  s to r ie s ,  
w riting  novels , abou t A ID S . I t’s 
no t fa ir to  sim ply d isregard  new  
ideas because  they d o n ’t fit in 
w ith  s o m e o n e ’s p reco n ce iv ed  
no tio n s. T h a t’s w hat review ers 
a re  d o in g  —  som e o f  them .
O n e  asp ec t o f  Second Son  th a t’s 
p roved  con troversia l is th a t you 
never use th e  “ A ”  w o rd  in the 
b o o k . W h a t led you to  th a t  deci
sion?

Ins tinc t m a d e  me do  it in th e  
beg inn ing . A lso , I sta rted  w riting 
this b o o k  th ree  years ag o , an d  
it’s [A ID S] th e  ugliest so u n d  in 
the E nglish  language righ t now , 
an  u n fo r tu n a te  ju x tap o sitio n  o f  
sou n d  a n d  m ean ing . B u t m ore 
th a n  th a t , I w as th in k in g  o f  try 
ing to  ra ise  th e  level o f  co n sid é ra 
tion  o f  th e  disease a b o v e  th e  
po litics a n d  th e  associations —  
th e  im m ed ia te  assoc ia tions o f  it.

1 d o  believe A ID S  will be co n 
q u e red . S o  th a t in th e  en d , it will 
be triv ia lized . It will b e  reduced  
d o w n  to  th e  level o f , say , TB  o r 
p o l i o . . . s o m e  c o n q u e re d  d is 
ease. A n d  frank ly , I d o n ’t w an t 
m y  b o o k  to  be co nquered  an d  
red u ced  a t th e  sam e tim e . 
R eg ard ed  as sim ply “ an  A ID S  
n o v e l.’’

I d id n ’t m ean  it to  be the 
d isease  o f  th e  year. B ut the real 
re a so n  1 d id n ’t w ant to  use th e  
w o rd  is becau se  I h a te  it, because 
it , fo r  m e , h a s  evil associa tions, 
c o n n o ta tio n s , feelings. N ot evil 
b u t negative.

I d id n ’t n o t do it to  escape it o r 
to  ru n  aw ay  from  it. I t  is n o t p a rt 
o f  a  d en ia l —  as h a s  been sug
gested  by  pygm ies —  b u t because 
1 w a n t to  tr iu m p h  o v er it. T he  
w h o le  p o in t is th a t  we m ust 
tr iu m p h  over th is th in g , an d  1 
d id n ’t n a m e  it fo r th a t  reason . 
A lth o u g h , is there  a  d o u b t in 
a n y b o d y ’s m ind  w h a t it is? A nd

isn ’t th a t w hat w e call it?  W hen 
w e’re  tiilk ing  a b o u t it , d o n ’t we 
say  “ I t” ?
V ivid fam ily  re la tio n sh ip s  are 
usually  a t th e  h e a rt o f  w h a tev e r’s 
h ap p en in g  in  y o u r nove ls . D o 
y o u  co n sid e r th em  th e  stro n g  
p o in t o f  y o u r w riting?

I t ’s w hat I k n o w . 1 k n o w  how  
fam ilies w o rk , esp ec ia lly  m y 
fam ily . 1 have  a  g rea t fam ily  — 
they  h ave  th e  p a tien ce  o f  J o b  as 
fa r  as being  w ritten  a b o u t,  dealt 
w ith  a n d  fiction tilized . 1 feel th a t 
1 h ave  to  g ro u n d  w h a t I ’m  saying 
in th e  reality  th a t I k n o w , and  
th a t ’s how  1 —  h ow  a  lo t o f  us —

ease , g e ttin g  in to  it. B ut I used 
th e  fam ily , w hich I feel co n fid en t 
a b o u t —  as a second  so n  m yself 
—  a s  a  so lid  base  o f  o p e ra tio n s . 1 
u sed  a n  area I knew  to  help  m e 
get in to  th is o th e r a re a , w hich 
w as so  d ifficu lt in th e  beg inn ing . 
W h a t k in d  o f  fe e d b a c k  h ave  you  
g o tte n  f ro m  y o u r fam ily ?

M a x  changed  m y  fam ily . It 
c h a n g e d  m y  re la tio n sh ip  w ith 
th e m , th e  w ay they  th in k  ab o u t 
m e  a n d , th e re fo re , th e  w ay  they  
th in k  a b o u t h o m o sex u a lity  in 
g e n e ra l. O n  a  p e rso n a l, local 
level, th a t  b o o k  w as a  g rea t suc
cess in  m y  life. It so lid ified  th ings 
fo r  m e , p ro fess io n a lly  a n d  p ri
v a te ly . B ut especially  w ith m y 
fam ily .
S o  M a x  w as like a d o c u m e n t you  
g av e  th e m , a b o u t th e m , y o u r

I W h en  I w ro te  th a t  b o o k , th e  
I p reva len t p a tte rn  w as fo r gay  
- m en  to  leave th e ir fam ilies, n o t 
I stay  to  fight it o u t lik e  M ax does 

—  ju s t go  to  th e  c ity  an d  have a 
i go o d  tim e. B u t n o w  w hen w e 
[ need  o u r  fam ilies, w e c a n ’t tu rn  
I aw ay  fro m  th a t  possib ility .
1 In  m an y  w ays I ’m  d is a p 

p o in ted  w ith m y fam ily  now .
' (C huckles] I w ish  m y  o lder sister 

w ou ld  act like V ita  [the o lder 
sister in Second  S on] all the  tim e  

I in s tead  o f  ju s t  h a lf  th e  tim e. In  
th e  fic tional fam ily  th ings w ork  
o u t in a  w ay th a t th ey  d o n ’t in 
real life, an d  th a t ’s som eth ing  o f  

I a  d isap p o in tm en t. In  o th er w ays 
i t ’s k ind  o f  s c a r y . . . t h e  w ay 

I th ings h ap p en  in rea l life th a t I 
p ro jec t in novels . I like to  th in k  
o f  it a s  s l ig h t ly  p ro p h e t ic .

u n d ersta n d  n o w  
th a t P m  a p a r t  o f  a 
v e ry  im p o r ta n t 
m o v e m e n t in  
A m erica n  lite ra tu re . 
W e are an a rm y  o f  
p e o p le  w ritin g  a w a y  
o f  life  a n d  w ritin g  
a  h isto ry . »»

go t in to  a u to b io g ra p h y  in  th e  
first p lace . W e  w ere  go ing  to  tell 
th e  s to ry  o f  h o m o sex u a lity  fro m  
th e  inside , a n d  th e  best w ay o f  
d o in g  it w as to  te ll —  ra th e r  
fra n k ly  —  o n e ’s o w n  s to ry . 
T h a t’s how  I g o t irito  th e  h ab it o f  
using  these peop le .

1 d o n ’t k n o w  a b o u t th e  n ex t 
p ro jec t, b u t u p  u n til th is  p o in t 
a n d  cu lm in a tin g  in  th is b o o k , 
th e re  w as so  m u ch  I felt insecure 
a b o u t . . .  w riting  a b o u t the dis-

fa m ily , an d  y o u r s itu a tio n .
It w as th e  e sca la tio n  o f  th e  

d ia lo g u e  g o in g  o u t  in to  th e  
p u b lic  a re n a  —  it sca red  th e  hell 
o u t  o f  them ! S u d d e n ly , everyone 
w as  re a d in g  a b o u t th is  fam ily . It 
w a sn ’t ju s t o u r  lo ca l little  p ro b 
lem  an y m o re .

T h a t ’s w hy  1 feel th a t  in  
w ritin g  a b o u t th e  fam ily  I rep re 
sen t a  lo t o f  p e o p le . . .  because  a  
lo t o f  gay m en  g o  th ro u g h  th a t .  
A n d  m o re  sh o u ld  g o  th ro u g h  it.

a lth o u g h  th a t ’s ta k in g  a  little  to o  
m u ch  c red it.
T h e  scene in  S econd  Son  w here  
M a rk  V ale rian  explodes a t  h is  
fa th e r  is c o m m e n te d  u p o n  —  in  
o n e  fa sh io n  o r  a n o th e r  —  b y  
a lm o st ev e ry o n e  w ho  read s  o r  
review s th e  b o o k . T his strugg le  
betw een fa th e rs  a n d  sons seem s 
like a  un iversa l o n e  fo r m o s t gay  
m en . B ut u n lik e  how  a m o m e n t 
like th b  c a n  be  in  real life, th e re ’s 
a  tr e m e n d o u s  re lie f h e re , a
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ca th a rsis  —  w hich  is , o f  co u rse , 
very sa tisfy ing .

S om e peop le  h av e  sa id  th a t 
those  scenes —  th e re ’s o n e  a t  the 
beg inn ing  o f  th e  novel, a n d  then  
it’s fram ed  by th is  second  o n e  at 
th e  en d  w here h e  b low s u p  —  
c o m e  v e r y ,  v e r y  c lo s e  to  
m e lo d ra m a . . . th a t  p eo p le  ex
p re ss in g  th e m se lv e s  in  these  
te rm s d o esn ’t  seem  qu ite  rea l. 1 
d o n ’t agree w ith  th a t ,  1 th in k  i t ’s 
very  re a l . T h e r e ’s a  lo t  o f  
m e lo d ram a  in  life —  if th is  is in 
fact m e lo d ram a  —  b u t w h a t it is, 
is n o t m e lo d ra m a  so  m u ch  as 
e m o t io n .  T h a t ’s w h a t  th e  
s tra igh t w orld  fin d s so alien in 
o u r lives a n d  w h a t w e g rav ita te  to  
a n d  express so  easily .

M a rk ’s a very  em o tio n a l p e r
son . H e  em o tiona lizes  a n d  show s 
his em o tio n s  becau se  he believes 
th a t em o tion  is th e  w ay  to  get 
th ro u g h  a  s i tu a t io n . . . to  follow  
o n e ’s e m o tio n s  a n d  to  tru s t 
th em . T h a t gets u s in to  th e  su b 
jec t o f  ro m an tic ism . M y boo k s 
a re  very ro m a n tic , b u t m o re  th a n  
a n y th in g , th e y ’re  e m o tio n a l ,  
w hich is d if fe re n t. R om an tic ism  
is a  so rt o f  se lf-expression  o f  
o n e ’s feelings —  a n d  p e rh ap s  
th a t applies —  b u t the  rea l m ean 
ing o f  it to  m e  is th e  b e l ie f  m  em o 
tionaliz ing , th e  b e lie f in  going 
w ith  w hat y o u  feel.
W h a t in trigues m e , especially  in 
M ax  a n d  S econd  Son , is th is  th in  
line betw een  fan ta sy  a n d  reality  
yo u  spoke  o f  e a rlie r a n d  th e  
v arious cro ssings-over th a t  oc
c u r . T h a t m u s t b e  like w alk ing  a 
t i g h t r o p e  t o  p u t  a l l  th o s e  
m ag ica l, fa n ta s tic  e lem en ts  in 
th ere  a n d  n o t h av e  th e m  a t som e 
p o in t b ecom e sligh tly  silly. H ow  
d o  you  in teg ra te  these  elem ents 
a n d  m ak e  su re  th e  b o o k s  can  

.ass im ila te  th e m ?
I t’s in  m y  w o rk . It ju s t  is in  m y 

w o rk , a n d  it co m es o u t th a t w ay 
because  it’s in  m e . I believe in se
c o n d  sigh t, 1 believe in  a  k ind  o f  
—  n o t a  sp ir itu a l w o rld  —  h u t a 
k in d  o f  sp iritu a lity  in  w h ich  there  
m ay  o r  m ay  n o t  be a  co n n ec tio n  
betw een  th is  rea lity  a n d  an o th e r .

T h is  co m es o u t in  m y  w ork  in 
w ays w hich  a re  very  sim ilar to  
th e  essen tia lis t view  o f  h o m o sex 
u a lity , w h ich  is to  say th a t  th e  gay  
sensib ility  is a  special m ix . Y ou  
d o n ’t  h ave  to  b e  gay  to  have it, 
b u t a  lo t o f  g ay  m en  d o . A  sen 
sitivity  to  n u a n c e , to  e m o tio n . I 
believe i t ’s a  g if t, a n d  I th in k  it 
h a rk s  b ack  to  so m eth in g  th a t we 
c a m e  in  w ith  tis u n a t ta c h e d  
m ales. It b rin g s  m e b ack  to  th e  
b e g in n in g s  o f  h o m o s e x u a li ty  
a n d  w hy th e re  a re  h o m osexua ls . 
W here  w e be lo n g . W h a t is it th a t 
w e have  th a t  m ak es  us ab le  to  
co n tr ib u te  to  th e  tr ib e?  A n d  th is , 
to  m e, is co n n ec ted  w ith  a  k ind  o f  
“ o th e rw o rld lin e ss” . . . a  k ind  o f  
m e d ic in e  m a n ,  s h a m a n is t ic  
th ing . T h a t’s w h a t I m ean  by th e  
e s s e n t i a l i s t  v ie w . T h e r e  is 
so m eth in g  d if fe re n t in  us, if  we 
can  d eve lop  it, th a t  pays o u r  
w ay. O r w o u ld  p ay  o u r  w ay.

I t ’s [this sp iritua lity ] a lm o st 
th e  cen te r o f  m y  w o rk . I t’s very 
close to  b e in g  lau g h ab le , be ing  
silly. Y o u  c o m e  u p o n  it a n d  
th in k : “ W ell, it is silly, i t ’sm e a n t 
to  be  silly .”  B u t I d o n ’t m ean  it 
to  be . I ’m  d e a d  se rious. W h e n 
ever I ’ve  a p p ro a c h e d  it in m y 
earlier w o rk , p eo p le ’s backs go 
up .

T h e re ’s a  section  in M a x  in 
w hich h e ’s shav ing  a n d  hears  a 
vo ice  c o m in g  f r o m  a n o th e r  
p lan e t, w h ich  is th e  first a p 
p ea ran ce  o f  th is w ho le  Splen- 
d o ra  th in g . 1 to o k  such a  lo t 
because  o f  th a t ,  a n d  it’s on ly  
th ree  p ag es. Y o u ’d  th in k  th a t I ’d  
th ro w n  th e  w ho le  b o o k  o u t the 
w indow ! B u t I ’ve h a d  to  figh t fo r 
th a t , b ecau se  I th in k  we h ave  to  
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A id s  has, in many respects, both informed and 
defined the experience of an entire generation. It is 

a very singular epidemic. Unlike the recurrences of 
bubonic plague which at one point decimated a quarter 
of the population of Europe or, more recently, the 
Spanish influenza which killed millions at the turn of 
this century, AIDS has had the dubious benefit of the 
hype and hysteria which characterize so much of our
mass media. ______

In  s o m e  re s p e c ts , R o b e r t  
F e rro ’s n ew  novel. Second  Son, 
can  be  seen  as  a n  a ttem p t —  a n d  
at tim es a  v e ry  successful a tte m p t 
—  a t n o t  o n ly  exp licating  th e  
events a n d  th e  sensib ilities o f  
those  w h o  w ere  the  first to  b e  a f 
fected by  A ID S  —  gay m e n  in 
their m id th irtie s  — b u t a lso  a s  an  
a ttem p t to  co rrec t h is re a d e rs ’ 
o ften -sk ew ed  perspective o f  th e  
ep idem ic.

M ark  V a lerian  is th e  seco n d  
son  o f  th e  title . H e  is gay , Uving 
by h im se lf  in  a  h o u se  designed  by  
his m o th e r  a n d  left a s  her legacy 
to  th e  V a le rian  c lan . H e  is a lso  
com ing  to  te rm s w ith  a  te rm in a l 
illness w h ich  —  th o u g h  it is never 
n am ed  —  is obv iously  K a p o s i’s 
sa rco m a . A s M ark  co n sid e rs  th e  
n u m b e r a n d  size o f  h is lesions, h e  
o ffe rs  a n  e lo q u en t su m m a tio n  o f  
his experience  as a  g ay  m a n  c o m 
ing o u t in  th e  ’70s:
“H is generation had  m ade love  
in great num bers, n o t f r o m  a  
sense o f  d isobeying rules o r  
sm ashing  traditional m o ra lity  
b u t b e c a u s e  m o r a l,  s o c ia l  
reasons f o r  abstinence no  longer 
o b ta in ed  against this su d d en  
bursting o f  physical beauty a n d  
exuberance into their lives . . . .
Tandem  notions o f  a ttachm ent 
a n d  s e x  were m e tic u lo u s ly ,  
scrupulously disentangled. F or  
them  as f o r  no  o ther generation, 
it cou ld  b e  either, instead o f  bo th
or neither o n e ____”

A t th is  p o in t , it w o u ld  be  all 
to o  easy  a n d  —  in  te rm s  o f  th e  
novel —  com plete ly  d isa s tro u s  to  
leav e  M a r k  in a  m e d i ta t iv e  
v a c u u m . In  d o in g  so , F e rro  
w ou ld  be  allow ing his w o rk  to  
fall in to  th e  sam e so rt o f  ro m a n 
tic —  a n d  inaccura te  —  m e ta 
p h o r th a t  S usan  S o n tag  d issec ted  
so  c learly , vis-a-vis tu b e rcu lo s is , 
in  Illness as M etaphor. T h e  slow 
ly w astin g  invalid  w ho  becom es 
th e  a p o th eo s is  o f  th e  “ a r t is t ic ”  
o r  “ s e n s i t iv e ”  c h a r a c t e r ,  a  
re flec tio n  o f  the  society th a t  s u r
ro u n d s  h im , w hose re flec tions 
a re  nevertheless q u a lif ied  a n d  
ev en tu a lly  d iscoun ted  b y  h is ill
ness.

F o rtu n a te ly , F e rro ’s fo r te  as a 
novelist is h is in sigh tfu l a n d  f re 
q u e n tly  m o rd a n t o b se rv a tio n s  o f  
fam ily  dynam ics, a n d  th e  V ale r
ians a re  n o  exception . B u t ju s t  as 
th ey  a re  specific to  M a rk ’s s i tu a 
tio n , th e y  becom e in th e  co n tex t 
o f  S econd  Son  em b lem atic  o f  a 
w h o le  ran g e  o f  societal a ttitu d e s .
H is  o ld e r  b ro th e r , G eo rg e , fo r 
ex am p le , insists o n  h is  r ig h t to  
k n o w  w h eth er o r  n o t it is “ s a fe ”  
fo r M a rk  to  han d le  a  n ew b o rn  
in fa n t. M a rk ’s sister. V ita , is 
eq u a lly  in sisten t in  te lling  G eorge  
th a t h is  concerns a re  u n fo u n d e d  
a n d  th a t  h e  w ou ld  be  b e tte r  o f f  
“ . .  .tn in d [in g ] yo u r o w n  fu ck 
ing b u sin e ss .”

M a rk  h im se lf p u ts  it:
“T hey  [the V a le rian s] will secret
ly  co u n t them selves lucky  that he  
speaks English a n d  does no t look  
like O thello , o r  D esdernona, 
though  they w ou ld  absorb that 
too. The liberal fa m ilies  o f  gay  
m en m ust b e  the adaptable salt 
o f  the  earth . . . . ”

A n d  it is th e ir accep tan ce  —  
th e ir  o ften  m ixed , qua lified  ac 
cep ta n ce  —  th a t is o f  in te rest to  
F e rro  in  Second  Son. Ju s t as 
M a rk  is n o t a llo w ed  to  becom e 
th e  ro m an tic iz ed  in v a lid , n e ither 
a re  th e  V ale rian s a llow ed  to  b e 
c o m e  sto ic m a r ty rs  to  h is illness. 
T h e y  figh t, th ey  b ick e r , they  m is
c o m p re h e n d  them selves, M ark  
a n d  h is  illness, b u t they  a re  ir
rev o cab ly  b o u n d  to  o n e  a n o th e r  
a n d  to  M a rk  by  th e  crisis th a t h is 
illness rep resen ts .

T h e y  a lso , a lm o s t p a re n th e ti
ca lly , rep resen t th e  so r t o f  crises 
a n d  co n ce rn s  th a t  a re  n o w , fo r 
M a r k ,  ir re le v a n t. A s  M a r k ’s

P, O B t R Î f E R R O
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A H V  t H I  A U  1^  H o n  O f

T H t  f A M t l Y  O F  M A X  D E S I R

T h e  V alerians a re , to  say th e  
leas t, a  ra th e r  vo la tile  c lan . T hey  
a re , a t o n e  a n d  th e  sam e tim e, in 
n o cen ts  an d  M ach iavels , heroes 
a n d  villa ins. T h e ir  in d iv id u a l 
m o tives , as well a s  th e  ones they  
im p u g n  o n  on e  a n o th e r ,  a re  nev
e r , in  F e rro ’s h a n d s , so  clearly 
d e linea ted  th a t th ey  m erely  b e 
co m e  carica tu res  o r  vehicles fo r 
o n e  p o sitio n  o r  a n o th e r . A s

dangerous to  fu c k .  They work, 
cook, clean, garden, dress, and  
socialize with a vengeance. The 
result is San Francisco w ithout 
the  hills. ”

T h o u g h  M a t th e w  is ,  o f  
co u rse , d e sc rib in g  a  gay  m ilieu , 
his use o f  th e  w o rd  “ I t ”  —  ju s t as 
e ls e w h e r e  h e  r e f e r s  to  th e  
ep idem ic  as  ‘ ‘th e  D u ra tio n ”  —  is 
b o th  in fo rm a tiv e  a n d  ind ica tive  
o f  th e  society  a t  la rge . It is a lso  
w h a t is q u ite  p o ss ib ly  go ing  to  
p ro v e  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  m o re  c o n 
troversia l asp ec ts  o f  Second  Son.

T h o u g h  A ID S  is c learly  th e  
d isease in  q u e s tio n  in  Second  
Son, it is never o n ce  re fe rred  to  a s

fr ien d , M a tth e w , w h o  is deligh t 
fu lly  re m in isc e n t o f  A n d re w  
H o U eran ’s iconoc lastic  S u th e r
la n d  in D ancer fr o m  the  Dance, 
p u ts  it:
“It is considered th a n k  G o d  bad  
m anners to  m en tion  I t  at a d in 
ner p a rty  (hereto fore the  death  
o f  sam e as we knew  it) o r  tha t 
an yo n e  new  is i l l . . . .  The entire  
city  is career-crazed, since i t ’s  too

le w  fac e  
n ew  taste  
n ew  p lace

W e 'v e  h ad  a  fab u lo us  fac e  lift &  
o ffe r a  new d in ing  room  &  full b a r  

that just b eg s  fo r youl 
join us fo r cocktails &  d in n er

l^ ig h t ly  5 :3 0 p m  to 10pm ; fri. &  sa t. 'til m idnight 
S a tu rd a y  & S unday  b runch  from  9 :3 0 a m

a

2 0 5 0  d iv iia d tro  oM $ocrom anto (next to  the Lion) 5 6 3 *0 4 4 4

T h e  new restaurant &  b ar: not just a  sf classic, now  a p re tty  face !

perspective. D isease , any  d is 
ease, is ch a rac te riz ed  p rim arily  
by its g rim  in d iffe ren ce , its in 
ability  to  d is tin g u ish  betw een 
th o se  it a ffec ts. T h e  e n d  resu lt, in 
Second Son, is th a t  A ID S  is d is
associa ted  fro m  a n y  o n e  g ro u p . 
In  Second  Son, th e re  is n o  p ro 
g en ito r, th e re  is n o  cau se  an d  e f
fect th a t will a llow  fo r sim plistic 
and  sim plistically  m o ra l ju d g 
m ents.

Second  Son  is —  to  th e  best o f  
this rev iew er’s know ledge  —  th e  
first m a jo r  fictive d o cu m en ta 
tion  o f  th e  A ID S  ep idem ic . T h a t 
is, in a n d  o f  itse lf , s ign ifican t. 
T he  fact th a t it is F e rro ’s m ost

T h ou gh  A I D S  is c lea rly  th e  d isea se  in  
q u e stio n  in  Second Son, i t  is  

n e v e r  o n ce  re fe rred  to  as su ch  
in  th e  en tire  n o ve l.

such  in  th e  e n tire  no v e l. F erro  is ' 
co n fid e n t e n o u g h  in  h is ow n  de- | 
s c r ip t iv e  p o w e r s  o f  M a r k ’s 
sy m p to m o lo g y  to  let h is  readers 
c ta w  th e  o b v io u s  conclu sions. 
B u t in  d o in g  so , F e rro  is n o t on ly  
c o m m en tin g  im plic itly  o n  th e  
fac t th a t  d isease  ta k e s  o n  a  
lan g u ag e  —  a n d  a  language  o f  
av o id an ce  a n d  eu p h em ism  —  o f  
its  o w n , b u t d isen fran ch ises  th e  
w h o le  h o r r i f i c  a lp h a b e t  o f  
A ID S .

By never n a m in g  it, by  g ra n t
ing  its ex is tence  w ith o u t a llow ing  
its  n a m e , F e rro  h a s  co rrec ted  o u r

am bitious an d  successfu l novel 
since The Fam ily o f  M ax Desir 
seem s a lm ost se ren d ip ito u s.

F e rro  is w ith o u t a  d o u b t o n e  
o f  th e  m ost techn ica lly  p ro fic ien t 
a n d  th e m a t ic a l ly  in te re s t in g  
w riters a t w o rk  to d ay . W h en  
these qualities a re  en jo ined  w ith  
a rich  p ro se  sty le  a n d  a  sign ifi
can t them e, h e  rem inds u s o f  
w hat a go o d  novel is supposed  to  
be a b o u t —  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  
question  as w ell as challenge th e  
o ften  fallac ious a ssu m p tio n s  we 
choose  to  live b y . ■

G U A R A N T E E  A T A N ,

F I R S T  V IS IT !
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_________ A N D R E W  O ' H E H I R

Waters and Divine and *Hairspray'

All Teased Up
S o m e  o f  y o u  su b cu ltu re  fien d s  have b een  sk u lk in g  

in  y o u r  b u rro w s  la te ly , re a d in g  o ld  issues o f  
C in e fa n ta stiq u e  o r  Trashola N ew sle tter  a n d  
w h im p e rin g  a b o u t  h o w  J o h n  W a te rs  h as  so ld  o u t .  
G ro w  u p ; sm ell th e  co ffee . T h is  is th e  la te  ’80s —  if  
y o u  h a v e n ’t so ld  o u t ,  i t ’s b ec au se  n o b o d y ’s b u y in g  

S eriously , th o u g h , n o  m ovie 
in  w hich P ia  Z a d o ra  recites fro m  
H ow t, how ever b rie fly , can  be 
se e n  as a  to t a l  b e tr a y a l  o f  
W a te rs ’ c in em a o f  th e  ab su rd .
H airspray  is a  b risk ly  deligh tfu l 
d a n c e -a n d -h a ird o  spec tacu la r —  
so r t o f  a  h ip s te r Grease —  b u t its 
successes a n d  excesses p rov ide  a 
g o o d  excuse to  reflect on  th e  
ca ree rs  o f  W a te rs  a n d  o f  h is la te , 
m u c h - la m e n te d  p r im a  d o n n a  
D iv ine.

L ik e  W a te r s ’ o th e r  film s,
H airspray  o ffe rs  little  in  th e  w ay 
o f  n a rra tiv e : he h a s  ta k e n  as  his 
life ’s w o rk  th e  titilla tio n  o f  te r 
m ina lly  ja d e d  au d ien ces w ith a  
series o f  h ig h < o n c e p t m om en ts .
F req u en tly  th is re n d e rs  th e  film s 
m o re  fun  to  te ll p eo p le  a b o u t 
th a n  ac tu a lly  to  see. T h e  in 
fa m o u s  sh it-ea tin g  a n d  can n ib a l
ism  o f  P in k  Flamingos, like th e  
fetish istic  sad o -su rg e ry  o f  M on- 
d o  Trasho  a n d  even  th e  O d o r-  
a m a  sc ra tc h  ’n ’ s n i f f  “ te ch 
n o lo g y ”  o f  P olyester  re 
m a in  m o s t a m u s in g  in 
th e  rea lm  o f  ideas.

H is  u n a b a sh e d  re liance  o n  
ch ild ish  g ro ss-o u t h u m o r a n d  
ten d en cy  to w a rd  a rb itra ry  a b 
su rd ism  m ay  h av e  o b scu red  th e  
a ffe c tio n  fo r th e  lu d ic ro u s ritu a ls  
o f  A m erican  socia l life  th a t a re  
o b v io u s  even in  W a te rs ’s m ost 
su b te rra n e a n  early  w o rk . I t ’s th e  
a ffe c tio n  —  tin g ed  w ith  im 
p ro b a b le  vestiges o f  social c o n 
sciousness —  th a t in fo rm s th e  
g e n tly  p a r o d ie  n o s ta lg ia  o f  
H airspray. In s te a d  o f  b o d y - 
w aste  a n d  bad -sex  h u m o r (there  
is a  teeny  b it o f  th e  fo rm er), w e 
get a  c a s t o f  low -cu ltu re  zero -star 
ico n s , led by S onny  B ono  an d  
D e b b ie  H a rry  as th e  ra c is t, 
s y n th e t ic -c la d  o w n e rs  o f  a n  
a m u se m e n t p a rk . (D o  these p e o 
p le  reflect u p o n  w h a t has h a p 
p en ed  to  th e ir ca reers?)

C e rta in ly  th e  exigencies o f  b ig- 
b u d g e t film m ak in g  (c o m p a ra 
tively  sp eak in g ) h av e  s tre a m 
lined  W a te rs ’ an tiso c ia l, a n tia r-  
tistic  c a m p  sensib ilities. M u ch  o f  
h is ea rly  film s’ ap p e a l cam e f ro m  
th e i r  r e s o lu te ,  s e lf -c o n s c io u s  
d e te rm in a tio n  to  b e  b ad . M u d d y  
p h o to g ra p h y  w as c o m b in ed  w ith  
W a te rs ’ un iq u e ly  stilted  d ia logue

p a th y . H is  finest d is tilla tion  o f  
th is  k in d  o f  ro le  w as u n d o u b te d 
ly as trag ic  h ousew ife  F ran c in e  
F ishpaw  in Polyester, w hich re 
m ain s W a te rs ’ m o s t caustic  a n d  
telling  com edy .

W hile  th e  p ro d u c tio n  values 
o f  H airspray  a re  w o rld s aw ay  
fro m  th e  m a e s tro ’s early  film s, 
m ay b e  th e  s ta rk e s t d is ju n c tio n  
lies in  th e  b reezy , n a tu ra l p re 
sence o f  th e  yo u n g  p e rfo rm ers , 
especially  set ag a in s t th e  cheerfu l 
g ro te sq u e rie  —  D iv ine, B o n o , 
H a rry  —  o f  th e  a d u lt cast. T h ese  
w ell-sc ru b b ed , p re tty  y o u th s a re  
m a in ly  th e  “ C o u n c il”  o f  “ T h e  
C o rn y  C o llin s  S h o w ,”  a  daily  
T V  dcmce e x trav ag an za  w hose 

y th m s d o m in a te  th e  teen  life o f

Only their director knows: John Watei 
H airspray  cast.
a n d  h is m y ste rio u s ab ility  to  get 
am ia b le  p e rfo rm a n c e s  o u t o f  
ggreg iously  u n ta le n te d  “ a c to rs”
( th e  sh in ing  ex am p le  rem a in s  th e  
h a p l e s s  E g g  L a d y ,  E d i t h  
M assey). T h o se  w h o  try  to  locate  
a  rev o lu tio n a ry  c r i tiq u e  in  h is 
w o rk  m iss th e  p o in t . H e  seeks no  
w o rld  b ey o n d  th e  b eeh ive  h a ir 
d o s  an d  g rossly  o v e rd eco ra ted  
row -h o u ses o f  B a ltim o re ; th a t ’s 
th e  only  w o rld  h e  g enu ine ly , if  
pecu liarly , adm ires.

B o th  as p e rfo rm e r a n d  as c o n 
c e p t, D iv ine p ro v id ed  an  ideal 
accessory  to  W a te rs ’ idylls o f  
p e r v e r s i t y .  D e s p i t e  e v id e n t  
lim ita tio n s  as a n  ac tre ss , th e  
E n o rm o u s  O n e  h a d  b eco m e  an  
A m erican  cu ltu ra l la n d m a rk  —  
th e  D ie t r ic h  o f  s u b n o r m a l  
c in em a , to  W a te r s ’ Jo e  von  
S te rn b e rg . D iv ine  is consigned  to  
su p p o r tin g  s ta tu s  in  his final 
f ilm , b u t h is p e rfo rm a n c e  as  th e  
teen  h e ro in e ’s ru n -ra g g e d  M o m  
h overs , a s  u su a l, in  th a t  neb u lo u s 
zo n e  betw een  rid icu le  an d  em -

and members of the

fro m  the C o llin s  show  o n  the 
b lack -an d -w h ite  screens o f  B a lti
m o re  living ro o m s  to  th e  ac tio n  
in th e  sh o w ’s s tu d io . H e p row ls 
a lo n g  the line o f  cu te , n a tty  b o y s  
T racy  m ust p ick  fro m  w h en  
lead ing  a  “ la d ie s ’ c h o ic e ,”  o r  
sh o w s us w o rr ie d  c h a p e ro n e  
M in k  Stole a n d  h e r  cue  ca rd s  in 
stru c tin g  (S M IL E ) o r  ch a llen g 
ing  (F A L S IE S ?) th e  d an ce rs . A l
th o u g h  th e  s to ry  involves e ffo r ts  
to  in teg ra te  th e  lily-w hite p ro 
g ra m  —  b e y o n d  th e  on ce -a - 
m o n th  N eg ro  D ay  —  W a te rs ’ 
evoca tion  o f  th e  p e rio d  rem ain s  
en tire ly  sw ee t-tem pered .

S o  th e  k in e tic  a n d  engag ing  
d an ce  sequences, a n d  th e  a c c o m 
p an y in g  ta m e  lib e ra lism , a re  
g ra f te d  o n to  a  p lo t th a t re sem 
bles a  san itized  P in k  Flam ingos, 
w herein , y o u ’ll n o  d o u b t reca ll. 
D ivine co m p e te d  fo r th e  title  o f  
M o s t  D is g u s t in g  P e r s o n  in  
A m erica . T h is  tim e  D iv ine  an d  
h u sb an d  Je r ry  S tiller (g rea t a s  
th e  p ro p r ie to r o f  th e  H a rd y  H a r  
H a r  Jo k e  S h o p ) a re  b o o stin g  
d a u g h te r T ra c y  fo r th e  M iss 
A u to  Show  1% 3 c ro w n , a w a rd 
e d  to  th e  m o s t p o p u la r  g irl o n  
C o rn y ’s sh o w . T h e ir  w o u ld -b e

1962 B a ltim o re . W a te rs ’ p rice 
less d iscovery  h e re  is w insom ely  
h u g e  R ick i L a k e  as T racy , w h o  
h o o fs  h e r  w ay  o n to  th e  sh o w  an d  
in to  s ta rd o m , a ll th ro u g h  a  
severely  h ack n ey ed  C in d ere lla  
sto ry lin e .

N o  o n e , to  be  su re , h a s  c a p 
tu r e d  th e  r o c k ’n ’ro l l  d a n c e  
m a n ia  o f  th e  early  ’60s o n  film  
w ith  th is  m u ch  d ed ica tio n  a n d  
verve . W ate rs  h a s  h a lf-jo k in g ly  
co m m en ted  th a t  securing  rig h ts  
to  o rig inal p e rio d  songs b y  th e  
likes o f  the  F ive  D u -T o n es  a n d  
G en e  “ D u k e  o f  E a r l”  C h a n d le r  
w as H a irsp ra y 's  m a jo r  p r o 
d u c tio n  expense . C lea rly  th e  
m arv e lo u s  deuice n u m b ers  c h o 
reo g rap h ed  b y  EdvVard L o v e  —  
resu rrec tin g  n o t on ly  th e  S w im , 
th e  F ly  an d  th e  M ash ed  P o ta to ,  
b u t o bscu rities  like the  C o n 
tin en ta l a n d  th e  M ad ison  —  c o n 
s titu te  th is f ilm ’s p rin c ip a l a p 
pea l to  th e  m a in s tream  m a rk e t.

D isp lay ing  a  n ew fo u n d  c a m 
e ra  assu ran ce . W a te rs ’ eye sk ips

s tead y , a n d  acco m p an ies  h e r  a n d  
gaw k y  ch u m  P en n y  o n  ex p ed i
tio n s  to  a ll-b lack  d an ces  o n  th e  
fo rb id d e n  W est S ide. O n e  o f  
these  u n like ly  scenes is a t t r a c 
tively set to  a  live p e rfo rm a n c e  by 
fo rg o tte n  sou l singer T o u ssa in t 
M cC aU .

N eed less to  say , ev e ry th in g  
w o rk s  o u t sp lendid ly  in  o v e r
w ro u g h t d u a l c lim axes a t  th e  
A u to  S h o w  a n d  a t B o n o ’s T ilted  
A cres th e m e  p a rk , w h ere  a  n e a r
rio t fo rce s  th e  in te g ra tio n  o f  th e  
C o llin s  show  (a n d  w e g lim pse 
D iv ine  in  a  “ s tra ig h t”  c a m e o  as 
a n  evil p a rk  m an ag e r). W h ile  th e  
r a c ia l  s u b p lo t  s e e m s  o v e r ly  
e a rn e s t, as th o u g h  W a te rs  is try 
ing to  de fu se  th e  issue o f  the 
p e r io d ’s v iru len t ra c ism , it does 
p ay  so m e  bonuses . W a te rs  h im 
s e lf  p la y s  a  h ila r io u s  q u a c k  
s h r in k , a rm ed  w ith  c a tt le  p ro d s  
a n d  g ia n t H y p n o -C o in s , h ire d  to  
cu re  P e n n y  o f  h e r ro m a n c e  w ith  
a  b la c k  b o y  n am ed  S eaw eed .

I t ’s silly to  a tta c k  H airspray  
fo r its  sham eless p o p u la r  ap p ea l 
—  W a te rs  has never b een  m o re  
th a n  a n  en te r ta in e r in  th e  g ra n d  
tr a d it io n  o f  P .T .  B a m u m  an d  
R o b e r t R ipley . N everthe less , I

IV s s illy  to  a tta c k  Hairspray/or its  
sh a m eless p o p u la r  a p p e a l — W a ters  

h a s n eve r  been  m o re  th an  an  
en terta in er in  th e  g r a n d  tra d itio n  o f  

P . T, B a m u m  a n d  R o b e r t R ip le y ,

S.F. THEATRICAL PREMIERE

nem eses a re  th e  n e fa r io u s  H a rry  • 
a n d  B o n o , b e h in d  th e ir  sn o tty  
b lo n d e  o ffsp r in g  A m b e r (C o l
leen  F itzp a tr ick ).

D ebb ie  a n d  S o n n y , in  th e ir  
p a lace  o f  b o u rg eo is  gh astlin ess , 
p ro v id e  th e  eccen trica lly  stagey  
p e rfo rm an ces  W a te rs  h a s  v ir
tu a l ly  p a t e n t e d .  ( A l t h o u g h  
Z a d o ra  a n d  C a rs  s in g e r R ic  
O casek  a re  eq u a lly  m e m o ra b le  in  
th e ir  q u ick  tu r n  a s  a  ren eg ad e  
b e a tn ik  c o u p le .)  H a r ry  p o p s  
A m b e r ’ s z i t s  w i t h  r u b b e r  
gloves); h e r  im m en se  b o u ff a n t 
even tua lly  en cases  a  b o m b  in 
ten d ed  to  ex ac t vengeance  u p o n  
th e  A u to  S h o w . S o n n y ’s v ery  
presence is su ffic ien t to  W a te rs ’ 
design , a n d  B o n o ’s lim ited  to  
co m p la in ts  th a t  A m b e r’s h a ir 
sp ray  d e m a n d s  “ a re  e a tin g  u p  
t h e  p r o f i t s  f r o m  t h e  
T i l t - a - W h i r l .”  (W a te r s  a ls o  
w an ted  Jo e y  H e a th e rto n ; she  
tu rn ed  h im  d o w n .)

A m b e r  se e k s  to  s a b o ta g e  
T racy ’s b u rg eo n in g  ca ree r b o th  
o n  T V  a n d  at schoo l —  th e  
la tte r’s d y ed  tease  lan d s  h e r  first 
in  “ h a ird o  d e te n tio n ”  a n d  th en  
(h o rro rs!) in  exile to  Special E d  
h o m e ro o m . Y uck . U n d a u n te d , 
T racy  ca rr ie s  h e r ce leb rity  to  new  
heights as th e  s ta r  o f  c o m m e r
cials fo r  M r. P in k y ’s H e fty  
H ideaw ay , “ a  b o u tiq u e  fo r  b ig 
b o n ed  b e a u tie s .”  T o  to p  it o f f . 
A m b er’s ex , th e  d ream ie s t boy  
on  th e  C o u n c il, asks T racy  to  go

The li'st film with a homosexual theme to be licensed by the government of 
Taiwan, The Outsiders was the sensation of the 1987 San Francisco Gay 
and Lesbian Film Festival In this well-shot and well-paced suspense story. 
Ah-Ching, a young student thrown out of his house for being gay. is given 
shelter and guidance along with other young ' strays" by fifty-ish photo
grapher Yiang and his longtime Iriend/landlady Lee Man-Hua Director Yu 
Kan-Ping portrays Yiang and Lee Man-Hua as caring providers to the 
boys, and a true sense of family develops among this group of social 
misfits There are sub-plots about Ah-Ching's dangerous liaison with Wang 
Kei-Lung. who killed an earlier lover, and Yiang's decision to open a trendy 
nightclub; but the prevailing narrative thread is Ah-Ching's relationship 
with his bitter, lonely father The Outsiders (literally "the bastard children' 
in Chinese), based on a popular 1983 novel by Shiang Yeong, offers a 
revealing look at gay tile in Taiwan In Chinese Color 35mm t986
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c a n ’t  h e lp  seeing th e  d e a th  o f  
D iv in e  a s  em b lem a tic  o f  th e  
c h a n g in g  cu ltu ra l c lim a te  th a t 
h a s  m a d e  W a te rs ’ c ro sso v e r a t 
te m p ts  necessary . T h e ir  co llab 
o ra t io n s  exem plified  th e  dense, 
w e ird  cu ltu ra l u n d e rb ru sh  —  
w h e re  D av id  L y n c h ’s Eraser- 
h ea d  id so  g e rm in a te d , fo r  in 
s ta n c e  —  o f  w h ich  g ay  a n d  o th e r  
“ fo rb id d e n ”  sensib ilities have  
b e e n  s u c h  a  c r u c i a l  p a r t .  
H airspray  is a  fu n , in su b s ta n tia l 
f ilm . O n e  can  easily  im ag in e  it as 
th e  beg in n in g  o f  W a te rs ’ D iv ine
less new  career a s  a  H o lly w o o d  
d ire c to r  o f  b a b y -b o o m  g en e ra 
t io n  cu riosities . ■
Hairspray plays a t the  K abuki, 
P o s t  a t F illm o re , SF . C all 
931-9800fo r  times.

S F  S e n tin e l 
Seeks Illustrators

T h e  San Francisco Sen tinel is 
c u rre n tly  so lic iting  th e  services o f  
free lan ce  illu s tra to rs  rm d o th e r 
g ra p h ic  artists  fo r  p o ss ib le  use in 
o u r  p u b lica tio n . P e rso n s  w ho  
a re  in te rested  in  h a v in g  the ir 
w o rk  used in c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  
v a rio u s  ed ito ria l p ro je c ts  a re  e n 
c o u ra g e d  to  sch ed u le  a  p o rtfo lio  
rev iew . P lease c o n ta c t: R u jjert 
K in n a rd , A rt D ire c to r , S F  S en 
tin e l,  500  H a y e s  S tr e e t ,  S F  
9 4 1 0 2 .  O r  t e l e p h o n e  (4 1 5 )  
861-8100.

COOPER
INSURANCE
826-8877
Open Mon-Sat

Vour Full Service Insurance Agency 
for Your Home, Car, Boat, RV, 

Motorcycle, Health, Life 
/ or Commercial Needs

4004 26th St. (at Sanchez), S.F. 94131

The Siam Twins

Seeing Double
A n enthusiastic crowd of about a l(X) lunch-hour art 

buffs turned out in Berkeley a week ago for the 
opening of the Starn Twins show at the University Art 
Museum’s MATRIX Gallery. The audience was 
warned that the artists were soft-spoken and wouldn’t 
be presenting a formal talk. When they were finally 
introduced, there was a hush of anticipation before 
Mike Starn finally ventured: “ Are there any 
questions?”

T h e  e ffec t w as w in so m e . F o r 
h av in g  b ecom e a lm o s t o v ern igh t 
a rt-w o rld  ce leb rities, D o u g  an d  
M ike S ta rn  a re  a b o u t a s  lack ing  
in  p re ten se  a s  a rtis ts  co m e  these 
d ay s . I f  th e y ’ve b een  fea tu red  in 
In terview  (is it po ss ib le  th a t  they  
haven ’f l ) ,  it w asn ’t  lis ted  in th e  
b ib lio g rap h y  th a t th e  U n iversity  
M u seu m  p ro v id ed . T h e y  have  
g a rn e red  accla im , th o u g h , fro m  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  a s  d iv e r s e  a s  
N ew sw eek  a n d  A r t  in Am erica, 
a n d  a re  cu rren tly  ex h ib itin g  bo th  
in  B erkeley  a n d  a t  th e  Fuller- 
G ro ss  G alle ry  in  S a n  F ran c isco , 
a s  well a s  p rep a rin g  fo r  a  show  a t 
th e  S an  F ran c isco  M u seu m  o f  
M o d e m  A rt.

So  w h a t is it th a t  th e se  guys 
d o ?  O n e  co u ld  ca ll it p h o to 
g rap h y , b u t o f  a  k in d  th a t  calls 
in to  q u e s tio n  a ll th e  fu n d a 
m en ta l a ssu m p tio n s  a b o u t w h a t 
a  p h o to g ra p h  is a n d  d o es . A s a  
c o n s ta n t rem in d er o f  th e  p rocess 
o f  p h o to g ra p h y , th e ir  w o rk  c o n 
s is ts  o f  p h o to g r a p h ic  p a p e r  
w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  e x p o s e d ,  
d ev e lo p ed , s ta in ed , to n e d , to m , 
c ru m p led  a n d /o r  ta p e d  b ack  to 
g e th e r . T h e  S ta m s  ob v io u s ly  
ta k e  to  h ea rt —  a n d  to  th e  b a n k  
—  th e  o ld  lesson  th a t  th e  m o s t 
usefu l to o l in  th e  d a rk ro o m  is th e  
tra sh  can . M ost o f  th e ir  w o rk  is 
fa sh io n ed  o u t o f  th e  k inds o f  
scraps a n d  frag m en ts  th a t m ost 
p h o to g ra p h e rs  th ro w  o u t.

Im ag ery  p lays o n ly  a  m in o r 
ro le  in  th is p ro c e d u re , an d  to  
m a k e  th is  p o in t even  c learer, 
som e o f  th e  p ieces h av e  been  
c rea ted  w ith o u t th e  use o f  a  
n e g a tiv e . S in ce  f r a m in g  a n d  
h an g in g  o f  th e  w o rk  is p a r t o f  
o u r  experience  o f  p h o to g ra p h y , 
th e  S ta m s  select a ll th e  fram es 
fo r th e ir  pieces a n d  oversee th e  
sa lon -sty le  in s ta lla tio n  o f  it, w ith  
som e w o rk s  b e in g  h u n g  ab o v e  o r  
be low  o th e rs  to  p ro v id e  w h a t 
th ey  call a n  “ in v itin g ”  view ing 
a tm o sp h ere .

I w ill con fess  th a t ,  hav ing  read  
th e  p ress releases d esc rib in g  th is 
so rt o f  th in g , I w as p ack ing  a  
liverfu l o f  bile to  v en t a t w h a t I 
im ag in ed  w o u ld  b e  ra th e r  u n p a 
la ta b le  a r t . I w as w rong : th e

consists sim ply  o f  pieces o f  b u r 
g u n d y - t o n e d  p a p e r  p a s t e d  
toge ther an d  fra m e d , is a  stu d y  in  
p u re  te c h n iq u e , w ho lly  a p a r t  
fro m  a n y  h in t o f  co n ten t. W h e re  
co n ten t does a p p e a r , as in  Bars, 
it o ften  tends to  be  o b scu red  o r  
triv ialized  to  th e  p o in t o f  m e a n 
inglessness.

M any  o f  th e  w o rk s play  o n  th e  
th em e  o f  d o u b len ess, an  o b v io u s  
reference  to  th e  tw ins them selves 
b u t w ith  fu r th e r im p lica tio n s in  
b o th  th e  m ech an ica l re p ro d u c i
b ility  o f  p h o to g ra p h s  an d  th e  de- 
c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  id e a  o f  
g a lle ry  p re s e n ta t io n .  D o u b le  
Chair Fragm ent, fo r  ex am p le , 
consists o f  tw o  iden tical im ages 
o f  a  can v as ch a ir  a n d  c o u ld  
theo re tica lly  b e  reversed  o n  th e

p h o t o g r a p h y ,  is  c o n s t a n t l y  
called to  m in d .

T h ere  is a n  u n d erly in g  decon- 
struc tive  p ro g ra m  a t  w ork  in  all 
th is . R e jec ting  w h a t they  see as 
th e  p re ten s io n  o f  m u c h  m o d e rn 
ist p h o to g ra p h y , w ith  its  in 
sistence o n  a  tran scen d en t co n 
ten t w hich  lies so m ew h ere  w ith in  
a n d  yet b ey o n d  th e  p h o to g ra p h , 
th e  S ta m s  a re  p ro p o s in g  a  p o s t
m o d ern ist rev ision  in  w h ich , in 
M cL u h an ’s fa m o u s  p h ra se , the 
m ed ium  is th e  m essage . In  a 
c l a s s i c  d e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t  
m an eu v e r, th e  tw in s  show  th a t 
every th ing  th a t  w as held  to  be 
m erely in c id en ta l to  th e  w o rk  o f  
a rt —  acc id en ts  o f  p rocessing , 
m a ttin g , f ra m in g  a n d  h an g in g  — 
are  really  th e  very  th in g s  th a t  per-

Doug and Mike Starn: H ands Detail, toned silver print, 46" x 46", 1985-87.

w o rk  is qu ite  b e a u tifu l. T o  listen 
to  th e  tw ins ta lk  a b o u t th e ir  
w o rk , one  gets th e  im pression  
th a t  aesthetics is in fac t th e ir  
o v e rrid in g  co n ce rn .

T h e  keen in te llec tua l b en t th a t 
th ey  obviously  fo llo w  in  ta lk in g  
betw een  them selves a b o u t th e  
n a tu re  o f  a r t  h a s  le ad  th em  to  de- 
em phasize  c o n te n t o r  im age a n d  
to  reassert th e  b e a u ty  o f  su r
faces, tex tu res a n d  fram es. A  
w o rk  like B urgundy III, w hich

gallery  w all. In  th e  s tu n n in g  self- 
p o rtra it w h ich  is th e  cen te rp iece  
o f  th e  B erkeley  show . D oub le  
S tark  Portrait in  Swirl, th e  tw ins 
s ta n d  re flec ting  each  o th e r  v e r
tically  Os it b o th  o f  th e m , o r  ju s t  
o n e  rep ro d u ced ? ) w ith in  a  sw irl
ing  p a tte rn  o f  tap e d -u p  p a p e r  
frag m en ts  w h ich  a re  en c lo sed  in  
a  m o n u m e n t a l  m a h o g a n y  
fram e . TThe qu estio n  o f  re p ro 
duc ib ility , w hich  is b o th  th e  
essence a n d  th e  w eakness o f

m it a r t  to  exist in  th e  f irs t p lace .
C a n  a  s trip  o f  s ta in ed  a n d  

c ru m p le d  p h o to g ra p h ic  p a p e r  
b eco m e  a r t  s im p ly  by p u ttin g  a  
fram e  a ro u n d  it?  A n d  i f  so , w h a t 
d o es th is  tell u s a b o u t th e  d e fin i
tio n  o f  a r t?  C a n  o n e  iso la te  th e  
m a te ria l e lem en ts  o f  th e  w ork  o f

a r t  a n d  sh o w  th em  to  be n o t o n ly  
necessary  b u t su ffic ien t in  th e m 
selves to  cau se  a r t to  h a p p e n , d is 
regard ing  th e  p rio r c la im s o f  
co n ten t?

O n e  co u ld  hau l o u t J a c q u e s  
D e rrid a  at th is  p o in t, b u t I d o n ’t 
w an t to  b e la b o r th e  in te llec tua l 
aspects o f  th e  S ta m s’ w o rk , since 
th e re  is a lso  a n  elem ent o f  d a d a 
istic p lay fu lness here  w h ich  in 
sists o n  th e  ac tu a l experience  o f  
th e  a r tw o rk . T hese  p ieces fu n c 
tion  o n  a  very  e m o tio n a l level a s  
w ell, an d  in  an sw ering  q u e s tio n s , 
th e  tw ins seem ed  an x io u s  to  e m 
phasize  th e  ro m an tic  rm d sen 
tim en ta l n a tu re  o f  th e ir w o rk .

T h e  ran g e  o f  co lo rs  w h ich  th e  
S ta m s  ach ieve  —  by  m e a n s  o f  
s ta in ing  a n d  to n in g , a s  w ell a s  in 
th e ir cho ice  o f  m a ts  a n d  fram es 
—  is as su b tle  a n d  id io sy n cra tic  
as th e  c a rb ro  p rin ts  o f  P a u l 
O u te rb rid g e , w hom  th ey  g rea tly  
ad m ire . T h e ir  use o f  so f t-fo c u s  
a n d  sub jec tive  (as o p p o se d  to  
t e x t b o o k )  p r o c e s s i n g  a r e  
rem in iscen t o f  th e  k in d  o f  p ic 
to ria l ro m an tic ism  th a t  w as p u t a  
s to p  to ,  so  to  sp eak , b y  A nsel 
A d a m s  a n d  th e  / 6 4  G ro u p .  
T h ere  is a  th ree -d im en sio n a lity  
in  th e  p lay  o f  m ateria ls  a n d  te x 
tu res  th a t gives these p ieces a 
scu lp tu ra l sensuality , a n d  th e  
Portrait o f  D oug  in th e  sh o w  a t 
F u lle r-G ross  is o n e  o f  th e  m o re  
sub tly  e ro tic  im ages o f  re cen t 
m em ory .

A  q u es tio n  w as p o sed  b y  a  
m em ber o f  th e  au d ien ce  a b o u t 
th e  a rch iv a l p ro p ertie s  o f  m a te r 
ials such a s  S co tch  ta p e , a n d  th is  
seem s to  b e  to  be a  p e rtin en t 
th in g  to  a sk  ab o u t w o rk s  o f  a rt 
sp o rtin g  fo u r-fig u re  p ric e  tag s . 
T h e  3-M  C o rp o ra t io n  h a s  a p p a r 
en tly  a ssu red  th e  S ta m s  th a t  th e  
tap e  w o n ’t  yellow  o r  co m e  lo o se , 
b u t th is  seem s h igh ly  u n like ly  
g iven  th e  g la ssle ss , p u s h -p in  
m e th o d  o f  fram in g , w h ich  leaves 
som e o f  these  w orks to ta lly  ex
p o sed  to  va ria tio n s in  h u m id ity  
a n d  tem p e ra tu re , n o t to  m e n tio n  
dust a n d  d ir t. O n e  w o u ld  h o p e  
th a t these  fasc inating  w o rk s  will 
be  a ro u n d  fo r a  lo n g  tim e  to  
com e. ■

The Starn Tw ins sh o w  continues  
a t the U niversity A r t  M useum , 
2625 D urant, Berkeley, through  
M a y 15 a n d  at the Fuller-Gross 
Gallery, 228 Grant, San Fran
cisco, through  A p r i l  2. The 
Christ Series b y  the  S tarn  Twins 
will be o n  view at the  San Fran
cisco M u seu m  o f  M o d e m  A r t  
fr o m  A p r il 26 through Ju n e  26.

GAV I F .C A L R IT T R R A L . 
S F .R V ia .
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Fries' *A Human Equation' and 
Odets' *Goiden Boy'

Tradition Triumphs
Critics are popularly despised for a variety of

reasons. Probably the most legitimate one is ,that a 
lot of them perpetuate their own lemon-sucking 
stereotype by cloaking personal burn-out in a fake 
nostalgia that masquerades as insight. Hence, nothing 
is ever as magnetic, liberating, fun, powerful, etc., as 
it was 20, 30, 40 years ago.

G iven m y ex trem ely  lim ited  
to le rance  fo r th is  o ld -fa r t school 
o f  t h o u g h t ,  i t ’ s a  l i t t l e  
em b arrass in g  to  find  m yself in 
th e  cu rm u d g eo n  ro le  th is  w eek, 
yelp ing in  re tre a t fro m  B ad N ew  
T h ea tre  to  th e  sa fe r  p as tu res  o /  
G o o d  T rad  T re a tre . M aybe  i t ’s 
tim e  to  retire .

R o b ert (G eo rg e  S im onelli) is a  
poe t. L illian (S u an n e  S poke) is a  
p a in te r. A d a m  (D av id  A rro w ) is

A d a m  a n d  R o b e rt sm irk  a t  each  
o th e r  in w ays m e a n t to  im p ly  a 
rav en o u s sex life , b u t they  C a n ’t 
C o m m it. M ean w h ile , L illian  is 
sa id  to  be ge ttin g  m o re  v u ln e r
ab le  — she m u s t b e , w e’re  to ld , 
since she has b eg u n  to  p a in t in  
te l l ta le  p a s te ls .  L i l l ia n  a n d  
R o b ert d o  h av e  so m e  so rt o f  
u n easy  c o m m itm e n t ,  b u t  n o  
ravenous sex life a t ail because  
R o b e rt c a n ’t, y o u  k n o w . D o  It

b in  d u rin g  visiting h o u rs . M o stly  
they  m a k e  cow  eyes a t each  o th e r  
a n d  ta lk  sm all ta lk  to  ta s te fu lly  
h ide  th e ir  agony .

E ventually  all th is re len tless 
d ram a tic  excitem ent m u s t exact 
its toll. R o b ert gives A d a m  a  lip  
a b r a s i o n .  A d a m  m a r r i e s  
P am ela , w ho  p resu m ab ly  su ffe rs  
nobly  th ro u g h  a  w edd ing  n igh t 
o f  cow  eyes a n d  n o  rav en o u s sex. 
L illian exclaim s, “ A  ro lle rc o as t
er is fu n  fo r a  w hile, b u t a f te r  a  
tim e o n e  gets n au seo u s .”  R o b e rt 
goes c a ta to n ic . W o u ld n ’t you?

T he  c u rre n t T h ea tre  R h in o /  
In tersec tion  fo r th e  A rts  c o 
p ro d u c tio n  o f  K enny F rie s ’ A  
H um an E quation  d istills a  p a r 
ticu la r m o m e n t in  a rtistic  ev o lu 
tion  so  perfec tly  th a t it o u g h t to  
be p laced  in  a  tim e  capsu le  —  
an d  b u ried . In  its tim o ro u s  w ay, 
th is p lay  is th e  ap o th eo s is  o f  ’80s 
cu ltu ra l elitism . I t lo cates th e  
precise p in p o in t o n  th e  m a p  
w here an y  insigh t o r  re flec tion  o f  
real h u m a n  b eh av io r asphyx ia tes 
u n d er th e  herm etic  seal o f  a r t  fo r 
a r t’s sak e . I t  in h ab its  th e  sam e 
n o -m a n ’s-land  o f  ra re fied  fu n k  
m ap p ed  o u t by W o o d y  A lle n ’s 
“ c h a m b e r ”  f i lm s , b y  s h o r t  
sto ries y o u ’ve never fin ished  in
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Swan song: The Bonaparte living room is the scene o f young Joe’s final violin solo in Clifford Odets’
G olden B oy.

a  g rad u a te  s tu d e n t. R o b ert h as 
b a d  d ream s. H e  also  seem s to  be 
going m a d , fo r  reaso n s  n o t en 
tirely c lea r, th o u g h  they m ay  
have so m eth in g  to  d o  w ith  th a t 
tim e-h o n o red  p a th  to  m en ta l to r 
m en t, D ad  (“ D am n  him  fo r  d y 
in g !” ).

A d am  a n d  L illian  each find  
R o b ert irresistib le , fo r reaso n s 
ju s t o u ts id e  th e  p a le  o f  au d ien ce  
c o m p r e h e n s io n .  ( T h o u g h  it 
co u ld  be sa id  th a t  A d a m  a n d  
L illian  a re  n o  p riz e s  e ith e r .)

w ith w om en .
A dam  seem s to  sh a re  th is 

p rob lem  o f  selective d y sfu n c 
tio n , th o u g h  h is u nseen  fiancee 
P am ela  th a n k fu lly  gets to  keep  
her expressions o f  n o b le  su ffe r
ing o ffs tag e . A d a m , R o b e rt an d  
Lillian m o re  th a n  m a k e  u p  fo r 
her absence. T h ey  va rio u sly  sulk 
w hile say ing  th in g s like “ I ’m  
a fra id  o f  fo rg e ttin g ,”  hav in g  a  
little d rin k , s ta rin g  w istfu lly  at 
N atu re  —  in M a n h a tta n , a t a  
beach h o u se  a n d  a t th e  looney

‘ALL FINERY, HUPPERY AND FOOUSHNESS,
A FRIGATE FULL OF FUN.”

— Kobrri Hurwilt, Sf kmmin^r
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Golden Gate Theatre

glossy  m ag s , by  p e rfo rm tm ce  a r t 
a t its  m o s t indu lgen tly  v ag u e , by  
the v isual a rts  a t  th e ir m o s t L os 
A ngeles —  p re ttified  W a sp y  to r
m en t, w ith  lo ts o f  w h ite  space  
su r ro u n d in g  e a c h  h a lf -a r t ic u 
la ted  expression  o f  an g st.

F rie s ’ scrip t is an  ex c ru c ia tin g 
ly earn es t c o m p en d iu m  o f  C re a 
tive W ritin g  acad em ia  c irca  1988 
A D . H e ’s g o t all th e  e lem en ts: 
th e  n o n c h ro n o lo g ic a l, m o sa ic  
s t ru c tu r e  o f  “ c in e m a tic a l ly ”  
sh o rt scenes (50 in  a b o u t 70 
m in u tes), w hich m ove so qu ick ly  
y o u  m igh t be foo led  in to  th in k 
ing th e y ’re  go ing  som ew here . H e 
h as ch a rac te rs  w ho  sm irk  lite ra ry  
q u o ta tio n s  a t each o th e r  w hen 
n o t s tan d in g  silently in a  b o g  o f  
civilized m elacholy . H e  h a s  lines 
t h a t  r e v e a l  t h e  i n e f f a b l e  
b um m er-ness  o f  it a ll, like  “ I 
u n d e r s ta n d  h o w  n o th in g  is 
so m eth in g  because I lo o k  a t you  
a n d  see h o w  full o f  n o th in g  you  
a r e .”  T h ere  a re  s tu n ted  verbal 
rh ap so d ie s  a b o u t the  sea a n d  th e  
ra in  an d  p u rp le  d aw n s so w e 
k n o w  these  ch arac te rs  h av e  Soul; 
they  get to  yell an d  sw ear an d  
lau g h , lau g h , laugh  o n ce  in a  
w hile  so  we u n d e rs ta n d  th a t 
w hatever th e  hell it is th ey ’re 
rep ressing  is big.

T he m o s t a n d  least o n e  can  say  
a b o u t D eb o rah  L aV in e’s cu rren t 
p ro d u c tio n  is th a t i t ’s a  perfec t fit 
fo r  the tex t —  so lem n, v acan t, 
som etim es lu d ic rous. TThe p e r
fo rm ers  d o  n o t in sp ire  renew ed 
fa ith  in E q u ity  s ta n d a rd s . A s 
d ire c te d , the tw o  m ale  ac to rs  
h av e  several scenes o f  feigned  
e ro tic  h ea t th a t w o u ld  be  p a in 
fu lly  fu n n y  i f  th e y  w e re n ’t

New math: David Arrow (left) and George Simonelli (right) form 
two-thirds o f  a triangular relationship in Kenny Fries’ A  H u m a n  
E quation.

p rim arily  ju s t  p a in fu l.
O n e  m ig h t be  p re p a re d  to  

lau g h  o f f  A  H u m a n  E quation  
m u ch  m o re  easily  i f  it d id n ’t 
seem  such a  depressive  w aste  o f  
resources —  o f  th e  c o llab o ra tio n  
betw een  tw o  o f  o u r  best in d ep en 
d en t th ea tre s , o f  a  new  w rite r’s 
energy  o n  em u la tin g  a  ce rta in  
h igh ly  p o lish ed  aesthetic  vacu ity . 
A  H um an  E qua tion  is like a  tr ick  
q u es tio n  o n  a  h igh  schoo l m a th  
test —  e lab o ra te ly  s tru c tu re d , 
b u t th e  an sw er com es u p  nu ll.

B y c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  n o w -  
c o n v en tio n a l c ra f t o f  a c t ’s 

G olden B o y  seem s in o rd in a te ly  
re fresh ing . T h is  revival o f  C lif
fo rd  O d e ts ’ 1937 h it o ffe rs  a  fa ir
ly u n u su a l o p p o r tu n ity  to  reeva l
u a te  a  m a jo r  A m erican  w riter 
w h o s e  p la y s  a r e  c e r t i f ia b ly  
“ c lassic”  y e t la rgely  d ro p p e d  
fro m  rep e r to ry .

O d e ts ’ se r io u sn e s s  is v e ry  
m u ch  o f  a n o th e r  e ra , a  tim e  
w h en  b re a k in g  co n v en tio n  o n  
s tage  m e a n t d ese rtin g  th e  d ra w 
ing  ro o m  fo r  th e  B ow ery , ra th e r  
th a n  d u m p in g  n a rra tiv e  fo r  in 
te r io r logic. T h e  seeds p la n te d  by  
O ’Neill fo r  a  un iq u e ly  A m erican

c o re  —  co n ce ited  a n d  h a rd -  
n o s e d  f r o m  th e  s t a r t ,  J o e  
B o n a p a r te  d o esn ’t seem  to  have 
a n y  p o e tic  soul to  lose, m ak in g  
h is  C a r n e g ie  H a l l / M a d i s o n  
S q u a re  G a rd e n  d u a li ty  seem  
p u re  sch em ata . (E d H o d s o n ’s 
L eo  G o rcey  ac t m ay h ave  to  
s h a r e  s o m e  b la m e  in  t h i s  
sh a llo w n ess.)

W h ere  G olden Boy  still flies is 
in  its  sn a p p y , jo y o u s  p e rio d  
d ia lo g u e ,  w h ic h  s ta y s  h a rd -  
b o i l e d  w h e th e r  r i s q u e  ( “ A -  
w o m a n ’s p lace is in th e  h ay , no t 
in  th e  o ff ic e ” ) o r  od d ly  to u ch in g  
(“ W h ere  are  yo u  fro m ?  "ftiis city 
is fu lla  girls w h o  lo o k  like they  
never h a d  any  p a re n ts .” )

J o y  C a rlin ’s sinewy A C T  s tag 
ing  m im icks J o e ’s early  r in g  ta c 
tics, w h en  h e ’s still try in g  to  p ro 
tec t h is  v io lin -p lay ing  h a n d s  — 
sh e  ap p ro a c h e s  the p o ten tia lly  
o v e rw ro u g h t tex t w ith  a  ca re fu l, 
lig h t-s tep p in g  a ssu ran ce , rare ly  
lin gering  o n  a  p u n ch . T h e  device 
o f  h av in g  idle p layers visible as 
sp e c ta to rs  su rro u n d in g  th e  ac 
tio n  o n  s tan d s is a  n ea t tr ick  —  it 
s im u ltan eo u sly  lends a  fla tte rin g  
a b s t r a c t io n  to  O d e ts ’ d a te d  
n a tu ra lism  a n d  suggests som e o f

W h ere  Golden Boy s till  f l ie s  is in  its  
sn a p p y , jo y o u s  p e r io d  d ia logu e, 
w h ich  s ta y s  h a rd -b o ile d  w h eth er  

r isq u e  o r  o d d ly  tou ch in g .

h y b rid  o f  th e a tre  lan g u ag e  — 
ha lf-sa lty  stree t ta lk , h a lf-y ea rn 
ing  poetics —  fin d  a  to o -p e rfec t 
m e ta p h o ric a l vessel in  th e  inner 
co n flic t o f  O d e ts ’ “ go lden  boy . ”  

Jo e  B o n a p a rte  (E d  H o d so n ) is 
a n  Ita lian -A m erican  p u n k  d e te r
m in ed  to  lift h im se lf  o u t o f  th e  
N ew  Y o rk  slum s a t an y  cost. 
P ro v id in g  su ffic ien t d rive  (or 
ego) is n o t  h is p ro b le m . J o e ’s 
d ilem m a is w h eth er h is ro a d  to  
success w ill be  th e  h igh  o r  th e  low  
o n e  —  sh o u ld  h e  b ecom e a  c o n 
ce rt v io lin is t o r  a  ch am p io n  b o x 
er?  A s h e  rises to  th e  to p  o f  th e  
figh t w o rld , risk ing  d e s tru c tio n  
o f  his de lica te  m us ic ian ’s m itts , 
J o e ’s m a te r ia l g a in s a re  p a ra l
leled by lo ss  o f  sou l. T h e  price  he 
pays fo r a ccep tan ce  o f  o n e  so rt is 
re jec tio n  w h ere  it c o u n ts  —  in th e  
a lien a tio n  o f  th e  fa th e r (Sydney 
W alke r) h e  lives fo r  a n d  th e  s e l f  
p r o f e s s e d  “ t r a m p  f r o m  
N ew ark ”  (F ran ces Lee M cC ain ) 
he  loves.

O d ets  sm ack s h is p lo t layers 
d ow n  like  b rick s , a n d  th e  house  
still s ta n d s  firm  o n  stage. A n  u n 
necessary  c lim actic  sw an dive in 
to  th e  m a u d lin  aside . G olden  
B o y’s g rea te s t w eakness lies a t its

th e  G ro u p  T h e a tre ’s “ experi
m e n ta l”  v ita lity  d u rin g  a h  e ra  
w h en  B roadw ay  aud iences h ad  
g o rg ed  them selves sick  o n  flu ff.

T h is  silent G reek ch o ru s  also  
su b tly  underlines th e  little-guy 
U S soc ia lism  O d ets  a n d  th e  
G ro u p  T h ea tre  espoused , a n d  
i t ’s th e  a u th o r ’s sy m p a th y  fo r 
sm all, w asted  lives th a t gives 
G olden Boy a lasting  po ignancy . 
L ike a  frayed  collair tu rn e d  u p  
ag a in s t the co ld , h is  ch a rac te rs  
w h ip  o u t w isecracks a s  a  d ign i
fied  last defense in a  “ lan d  of.op- 
p o r tu n ity ”  th a t  so m eh o w  isn ’t 
q u ite  theirs. T h is  excellen t p r o 
d u c tio n , c loaked  in th e  sep ia  o f  
W a r n e r  B ro th e r s  n o s t a lg i a ,  
m an ag es  slyly to  suggest p a th o s  
a ro u n d  ev ery  “ q u a ip L ”  a n d  
“ d a te d ”  co m er. ■
A H u m an  E q u a tio n  continues  
through A p r il 9 at the  Intersec
tio n , 766 Valencia . P e r fo r 
m ances are W ed-Sat at 8 p m ;  
tickets are $8-10. C all 626-3311 
f o r  info. A C T ’S G o ld en  Boy 
continues in repertory through  
M a y 13 at 450 G eary St. Call 
673-6440fo r  perform ances dates 
a n d  ticket prices.
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David Parsons in Berkeiey

Thinking Big
I s it unfair to ask for something big when we 

experience an evening of piostmodern dance? Am I 
perverse — and possibly a cultural fossil — to hope for 
something grand when I go to the theatre? Last week
end, after viewing the much anticipated David Parsons 
Company perform, I left Berkeley’s Zellerbach Hall 
with these and related questions on my mind.

T h e  P a rso n s  tro u p e  (seven 
d an ce rs  in c lu d in g  th e  d ire c to r / 
c h o re o g ra p h e r)  is o n e  o f  th e  
finest N ew  Y o rk  ex p o rts  to  a r 
rive  o n  o u r su n n y  sh o re  in recen t 
m e m o ry . P a r s o n s ’ c red en tia ls  
a re  im peccab le  (h e  is a  recently  
d e p a rte d , m u ch  acc la im ed  P a u l 
T a y lo r  dan ce r) , a n d  h is c h o reo 
g rap h y  reflec ts a n  obv ious in 
te llig en ce  a n d  so p h is tic a tio n .
T h e re  a re  lo ts a n d  lo ts o f  steps 
(n o  “ I g o tta  b e  m e ”  im prov isa- 
t i o n a l  b lu r s ) ,  a n d  P a r s o n s ’ 
p h ra s in g  is h igh ly  m usical (no t 
a n  o f t e n  f o u n d  a t t r i b u t e ) .
T h e re ’s a lso  h u m o r ,  innovative  
stag ing , m usic  b y  new  com posers  
a n d  o ften  a  w ash  o f  th em atic , 
even  p sycho log ica l, co n ten t. S o , 
w hy  d id  I leave  th e  P a rso n s  p e r
fo rm an ce  c ro o n in g  a  b ad  version  
o f  M iss L ee’s “ Is  T h a t  A ll T h e re  
I s ? ”

I ’m  n o t, still, exactly  sure . B ut 
I w a n t to  suggest som e possib le  
an sw ers. I w ill t r y  to  be  as o b je c 
tive —  a n d  b r ie f  —  as possib le  
w h en  posing  v a ry in g  in te rp re ta 
tio n s  o f  m y d ile m m a . I a lso  ad -

Push comes to shove: David 
Parsons (center) and members 
o f his company in D ream  
A g a in s t D ay.

m ay b e  b la m in g  cu ltu re  is ju s t a  
p o o r  m a n ’s (a n d  a sm all ta le n t’s) 
excuse? H en ce , possib ility  n o te d  
b u t  d e fin itiv e  co n c lu s io n  is re 
je c ted .

(3) T o d a y ’s  artists, e .g ., con
tem porary perform ers like the  
D a vid  P arsons C om pany, are 
a fra id  —  o r  unable  —  to  express 
them selves in a big, theatrically 
grand, p ro fo u n d ly  sign ifican t 
way. E nterta inm en t rules.

A m  I  p e rv e rse  — a n d  p o s s ib ly  
a c u ltu ra l f o s s i l  — to  h o p e  f o r  

so m e th in g  g ra n d  w h en  I  g o  
to  th e  th e a tre ?

m it to  p u tt in g  o f f  a n y  descrip tion  
o f  th e  P a rs o n s ’ d an ces w h ich , I 
fe a r , m ust in ev itab ly  follow .

(1) 1 am  a  n itw it whose sen
sibility ex tends n o  fu r th er  than  
th e  19 th -cen tu ry  ballet war- 
horses.

E v a lu a tio n : P ossib ly  tru e . I 
d id  d iscover te a r s  ru nn ing  d o w n  
m y  cheeks w h en  N in a  A n a n ia sh 
vili an d  A n d ris  L iepa  d an ced  
th e ir  pas d e  d e u x  fro m  G reg o ro - 
v ic h ’s R o m eo  a n d  Juliet, A c t I, 
w hen  the B o lsh o i w as in  to w n  
la s t su m m er. B u t then  I reac ted  
w ith  equa l —  a lth o u g h  p e rh ap s  
less w a te ry  —  fervor to  S an  
F ran c isco  B a lle t’s p resen ta tio n  
o f  W il l ia m  F o r s y th e ’s N e w  
Sleep, a  h y p e r-n o w , to ta lita r ian  
p a ra b le  th a t  ex ten d s th e  balle t 
v o c a b u la ry  in to  a  d a r k ,  ir -  
res tis tib ly  sp ik y  new  te r ra in . 
Besides th is  w o rk , o th e r co n tem 
p o ra ry  c o n tra d ic tio n s  co m e  to  
m in d . A n d  th u s , a t least fo r  th e  
p resen t, I re je c t “ n itw it”  s ta tu s .

(2) P ostm odern  culture defies  
the possib ility  o f  "b ig ” artistic 
statem ents.

E v a lu a tio n : P ossib ly  tru e . In  
fac t, I k eep  read in g  m y  co l
leagues (especia lly  in th e  film  
d e p a rtm e n t) , a n d  they  keep  c o n 
vincing m e th e  end  really  is a t 
h a n d . C e rta in ly  W estern  civ iliza
tion  (can  w e rea lly  —  seriously  —  
call it th a t  a n y m o re  w ith  n e rd - 
b ra in  R o n n ie ’s h an d  o n  th e  b u t
to n  an d  G eò rg ie  B ush w aiting  to  
assum e th e  th ro n e ? )  d o esn ’t lo o k  
very hea lth y  (o r  civil) a t p resen t. 
B ut th en  w h o  sa id  a rt m u st im 
ita te  life? A n d  isn ’t th e  ty ra n n y  
o f  realism  g e ttin g  a b it dull? A n d

E v a lu a tio n : P o ss ib ly  tru e . In  
each  o f  th e  sbt d ances p resen ted  
a t  B erke ley ’s “ O n S tag e  Z eller
b a c h ”  sp ace  (a  w o n d erfu lly  in 
tim a te  a rra n g e m e n t o f  200 seats 
a n d  p e rfo rm a n c e  a re a  lo ca ted  o n  
th e  h a ll’s m a in  stage), th e  c h o re 
o g ra p h e r  ex p lo red  o n e  idea  o r  
o n e  very  sm all set o f  ideas . A n d  
h e  d id  th is  w ith  a  co m p e ten t b u t 
lim ited  a n d  repetitive  m o v em en t 
v o c a b u la ry .

E nvelope, so m eth in g  o f  a  sig
n a tu re  w o rk  fo r  P a rs o n s , c o n 
sisted  o f  seven b lack -c lad , h o o d 
ed  figu res w h o  w en t th ro u g h  all 
so r ts  o f  co m ic , co n v o lu ted  gyra-

tio n s  in  a n  a tte m p t to  o b ta in  a  
sealed  le tte r . T h e  idea  rem in d ed  
u s o f  h o w  m ean ing less o u r  o b se s
sive p u rsu its  c a n  be, a n d  th e  
d an ce  im ag ery  gave u s lo ts o f  
h u n c h e d  p o s tu re s  an d  fran tic  a ir  
slicing. B u t, so  w h a t?  A  re 
m in d e r  —  like a  n o te  o n  th e  re 
fr ig e ra to r  —  is n o t a  b ig  o r  e m o 
tio n a lly  co m pelling  experience .

Sleep S tudy , as its title  su g 
gested , w as a  W arh o le sq u e  e x e r
cise in  a r t ic u la tin g  th e  m o v em en t 
possib ilities in h e ren t in  a  d i f 
ficu lt n ig h t’s res t. A g ain , a  d a sh  
o f  h u m o r  w as th ro w n  in . B u t 
w ere  w e  ch an g ed ?  W ere  o u r  p e r 
cep tio n s  sign ifican tly  a lte red  by 
such  tr iv ia?  N o .

C aught, 1 en thusiastica lly  a d 
m it, w as a  m esm erizing  so lo  
(danced  by  P a rso n s , w ho , d ressed  
on ly  in  w h ite  h a rem  p a n ts , re 
vealed  a  lu sc ious, chiseled  to rso ) . 
C a u g h t  w a s  a ls o , h o w e v e r ,  
so m eth in g  o f  a  technical n o v e lty  
ac t. T h e  m u sic  (by R o b ert F rip p )  
w as syn thesized  an d  sensuously  
n o n c o m m itta l . P a rs o n s  a l te r 
nately  w alked  th ro u g h  iso la ted  
poo ls o f  lig h t (the stage w as 
m ostly  very d a rk )  o r  execu ted  a  
series o f  leap s , ligh ted  by  a  self- 
ac tiv a ted  s tro b e  ligh t. T h e  e ffec t 
w as th a t  o f  P a rso n s  w alk in g  —  
b u t su sp en d ed  —  in m id a ir . 
A m azing?  Y es. B ut th e  id ea , to  
re tu rn  to  m y  thesis, w as o n ly  as
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large a s  a n  experim en t in  op tics.
T h e  p ro g ra m ’s o th e r  th re e  

dances w ere  equally  p rec ious and  
sm aU-sized in  the ir a m b itio n . 
Scrutiny, set to  a  co n tem p o ra ry , 
jazz -insp ired  score, consisted  o f  
dancers  ch o o sin g  d iffe ren t c o n 
fig u ra tio n s w here o n e  dan ce r 
w as o b se rv ed  a n d , consequen tly , 
iso lated . W e  g o t th e  idea  w ith o u t

m u ch  d ifficu lty . A nd  w hen  the 
piece fina lly  cam e to  a n  en d , the 
d a n c e rs  —  w ith their b ack s  to  the 
au d ien c e  —  tu rn ed  th e ir  heads to  
look  a t us.

A lso  in c lu d ed  w e re  Three 
C ourtesies, a  s lap stick  in te r
p re ta tio n  o f  courtly  e tiq u e tte  in 
p e rio d  d a n c e , an d  L in ton , an 
a b s tra c t , space-age version  o f  
a e ro b ic s  hell.

• * *
S o , is it now  fair to  conclude 

th a t th e  po s tm o d e rn  a rtis t is p e r
p e tu a lly  co n d e m n e d  to  enact 
sm all ideas in  sm all packages? 
H o w ev e r tem p tin g  th is  conc lu 
sion  m a y  ap p ea r —  a n d  despite  
little  ev idence  from  th e  D avid 
P a rs o n s  C o m p an y  to  th e  co n 
tra ry  —  1 th in k  th e  an sw er m ust 
still be  a  h o p e fu l “ N o .”

T h e re  was a  seed o f  som eth ing  
th a t  m ig h t m a tte r in each  dance 
th a t  P a rs o n s  p resen ted . A lso , 
th e re  w ere  all the  r igh t too ls th a t 
d e fin e  a  theatrical experience in 
d tm ce: c learly  a rticu la ted  m ove
m e n t ,  m u s ic a lity , in n o v a tiv e  
s ta g in g  a n d  en th u s ia s tic  p e r
fo rm e rs . T h u s , we m u st assum e
—  a t  least on  theo re tica l g rounds
—  th a t th e  possib ility  o f  som e
th in g  b ig  h ap p en in g  d o es exist.

W e  c a n  even  w ish th a t th e  next 
tim e  D av id  P a rso n s  com es to  
to w n  h e  will bring  u s  o n e  o r tw o 
b igger d an ces  in s tead  o f  six little 
d an ces . W e  can  im ag in e  th a t he
—  a n d  o th e r  e a rn e s t, sincere
p o s tm o d e m s  — w ill ta k e  the in 
g red ien ts  th a t d e fin e  a  d a n c e r’s 
tr a d e  a n d  becom e p ass io n a te  a r t
is ts. W e  can  ho p e  (tm d th a t is o u r  
re sp o n sib ility  as d ev o ted  fans) it 
is still possib le  to  b e  artistically  
g re a t. ■

OAKLAND A . C U R A
"N O  PINKY RINGS, N O  POLYESTER!"
Just profesiional and gracious attention to your needs and desires.

Acuta Legend Coupe

STEPHEN GERTZ 
444-8383

294 27th St., Oakland, CA 94612

BODY BUILDING AS A TOOL FOR PERSONAL 
TRANSFORMATION ON ALL LEVELS

STEVE KUTTNER

Body Building 
Coach/Spiritual 

Guide

H a n k  I ro n s  co .
"SERVING SF SINCE 1963"

ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
NEED NOT BE COSTLY
Spaelalleing In  14K 1 1 8 K  QOLD 

DIAMONDS - JADE • SEMI-PKECIOUS STONES

JEWELRY A  WATCH REEAIIIS 
M O N -F R I  1 0 - S i 3 0  SAT 11 -  2 i 3 0  BY APPT.
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Lineups That Wow
Lyle Lovett,
Robert Earl King |

W ith  th e  re le a se  o f  h is seco n d  
L P , P o n tia c ,  T e x a n  s in g e r /  I 
s o n g w r i te r  L y le  L o v e tt  d is -  ' 
p lays a  w ritin g  ab ility  th a t h a s  
m an y  o th e r  c o u n try  an d  w estern  
artis ts  g u sh in g  w ith  p ra ise . W ith  
so o th in g , so m e w h a t m elancho ly  
slices o f  lo v e  g o n e  bad  a n d  life 
T exas-sty le , L o v e tt p roves th a t 
h e ’s n o t th is  y e a r ’s D w ig h t 
Y o a k u m . T h is  i s n ’t g lo s s y  
C & W , th is is slightly  tw is ted  
C & W , ju s t s ligh ty . G o  see w hat 
all th e  fuss is a b o u t.  T he  o p en in g  
ac t is fro m  T e x a s , a lso . (3 /2 5 , 
G reat A m erican  M usic H all, 8 
p m , $11)

RKL, NoFX
T h e  h e a d lin in g  ac t to n ig h t 

plays speed  m e ta l thrtish  w ith  a  
su rp ris ing  in teg rity . T h e ir recen t 
L P , L ifesty les o f  the Rich K ids  
on L SD , in c lu d es  a  read -a lo n g  
com ic b o o k  w ith  all th e  lyrics. 
A lfie, th e  c lu b ’s b o o k e r , gives 
h e r e n th u s ia s tic  re c o m m e n d a 
tion . R K L  w ill p ack  th is  p lace  
to n ig h t, so  c o n s id e r  early  a rriva l 
a n d  a  set by  B erkeley ’s N o F X . 
(3 /2 5 , C h a tte rb o x , 10:30 pm  a n d  
m id n ig h t, $3)

Blue Velvet
T h is  b a n d  fea tu res  so m e  Big 

B an d  B eat m em b ers a n d  o n e  o r  
tw o  d u d es  fro m  th a t b a n d  ca lled  
C h r is  Is a a k . T e rm e d  a s  th e  
w eek en d  w a rm -u p , th is  show  
ru n s  5-8 p m , p ro m isin g  free  fo o d  
a n d  b ev erag e  a s  y o u  len d  a n  ear 
to  th e  so u n d  o f  B lue V elvet, 
w h a tev e r th a t  m ay  b e . U nless 
I ’m  m is ta k e n ,  th e y  b r e a th e  
heav ily  in to  am p lif ied  m asks; 
s c re a m , “ D o n ’t y o u  fu ck in g  
lo o k  a t  m e ”  a  lo t; a n d  d rin k  on ly  
P a b s t B lue R ib b o n . T h is  co u ld  
be  a  rea l jo y r id e , n e ig h b o r! 
(3 /2 5 , O asis , 5 p m , free)

Kats and Kittens
I f  yo u  co m p are  th e  face o f  

M iss  K itty  to  E lv is  P re s le y  
a ro u n d  th e  tim e th a t he  m ad e  
K id  C reole  in  N ew  O rle a n s , 
y o u ’ll see a  rem ark ab le  resem 
b lan ce . In  fac t, w ith  th e ir  p h o to s  
side b y  side , E lv is’ love ch ild  a re  
th e  o n ly  w ords th a t co m e  to  
m in d . I f  K itty  sang  ju s t a  to u ch  
o f  “ L ove M e T e n d e r”  to n ig h t. 
I ’m  su re  w e ’d k now  fo r  ce rta in . 
L isa  M arie  is to o  dull to  be  T he  
K in g ’s h e ir  a n y w a y . ( 3 /2 5 ,  
P a ra d ise  L o u n g e , 10 p m , free)

Two Simultaneous 3 Hour Programs on 
Two Big Screens — Films Change 

Sunday and Thursday
Hottest J/0 Audience watches Hot First 
Run Gay Films and Exclusive J/0 Movies

Members do their own live J/0 Show 
Every Day in the Circle J Room!

369 ELLIS ST.
4 7 4 -6 9 9 5

OPEN 11 11 
DAILY

ADONIS VIDEO 
UPSTAIRS

M id eo

25 DIFFERENT 60-MlNUTE 
J/0 VIDEOTAPES

Trarisferred to  tape from  private  
film  collection Dozens o f hunky  
young m odels, huge equ ipm ent, 
great blastoffs every 5  or 6 mirMjtes' 
Good image, good color, s o ft rock 
music All safe sex? Let these videos 
or. your VCR become your favorite

hom e companion' Sorry, no bro 
chures or stills on these But look 
in to  this bargain collection Each 
$24 95 plus tax VHS in stock. Beta  
m ade up on order Ask for Adonis 
Cockplay senes ADONIS VIDEO. 369  
Ellis. San Francisco 94102 (415) 
4 74 6995  Open Noon -  6  pm daily. 
Upstairs over Circle J Cinema See 
Hal Call M/C Visa OK

Irresistible hooks: They Might Be Giants play Saturday, 3 /26 , at 
the Kennel Club.

Tooth and Nall,
Show and Tell

R ecently , to n ig h t’s head liners 
un d erw en t a n  im age ch an g e , and  
I ’m  not ta lk in g  ju s t eyeliner an d  
b o lo  ties. T o o th  an d  N ail has 
a d o p te d  a  p r im it iv e , sa v a g e  
lo o k , w ea rin g  h ead d resses, fu r, 
bones, m a sk s , g rass sk irts , e tc ., 
w hile p ro je c tin g  A frican  w ildlife 
film s b e h in d  th em  a s  th e  new 
d ru m m er tr iba lly  m oves to  the 
fore . S h o w  a n d  Tell co m e  highly 
reco m m en d ed . I w o n d e r w hat 
th ey ’ll w ea r. (3 /2 5 , N ig h tb reak ,
10 pm , $4)

They Might Be Giants, 
Carmaig DeForrest

T o n ig h t’s head lin ers  a re  from  
th e  E ast C o a s t a n d  h ave  one 
no tab le  h it song  w ith  “ D o n ’t 
L e t ’s S t a r t , ”  a  f r o l i c k i n g  
ch a rm er o f  a  single w ith  irresisti
b le  jan g le -p o p  h o o k s , d igg ing  in 
till you g rin . U n fo rtu n a te ly , no 
o n e  s e e m s  to  p la y  a n y  o f  
T M B G ’s o th e r  m ate ria l o n  the 
rad io . W e ’ll see a b o u t the  rest. 
D eF o rre s t is a  p ro lific  songw riter 
w ho  a b a n d o n e d  his so lo  ukulele 
sets o f  th e  p a s t fo r a  full b a n d , an  j 
accla im ed  L P  a n d  a  new  live E P . 1 
L ots  o f  changes a n d  I m issed j 
them  a ll. (3 /2 6 , K ennel C lu b , 10 ! 
p m , $7) i

Spanish Elvis
T his b a n d  h as b een  gigging ! 

a ro u n d  S F  fo r a  co u p le  years , en- 
d u r in g  b r e a k u p s ,  p e r s o n n e l  
changes a n d  a  sizab le  consensus 
o f  fo lks w h o  th o u g h t they  were 
th e  w o r s t ,  in c lu d in g  m yself. 
H ow ever, C a th y  C o h n  booked  
th e  b a n d  to  o p en  fo r Les R ita  
M itso u k a  a  w hile b a c k  a t the 
I-B eam , a n d  m u ch  to  her su r
prise a n d  de ligh t, th ey  kicked 
b u tt. A  lo t can  h ap p en  to  a  b an d  
in  s ix  m o n th s .  G iv in g  th e  
d o u b ted  a  second  ch an ce  can  pay 
o ff. 1 love  h a p p y  end ings . (3 /2 6 , 
N ig h tb reak , 10:30 p m , S4)

Bonnie Hayes and 
the W ild Combo,
Mr. Dog, Citizen Jane

H e re ’s a  lineup  th a t ’ll pu t a  lit
tle w ow  in y o u r life! W ith  a  new  
video o n  M T V , B onn ie  is facing 
m eg a-p o p  s ta rd o m , th e  clim b 
she’s f^aced h a lf  a  dozen  tim es 
b e f o r e ,  t h a t  d a r n  p r o l i f i c  
songw riting  sw eetheart! W ow ! 
M r. D o g  h a s  c a p tu re d  th e  favor 
and  s u p p o r t o f  o n e  local rock 
critic a n d  o n e  rock  im presario . 
W ow ! C itizen  Ja n e  is a fem ale 
rock tr io ,  a  to u g h  th in g  to  be in 
the sh a d o w  o f  th e  B an g les’ re 
cent tr iu m p h  over th e  d rink  an d  
d ru g  excesses co m m o n  to  the 
h o t - b a b e s - in - a -b a n d  life s ty le . 
W hat a n  in sp ira tio n . W ow ! H ats

o f f  to  C itizen  J a n e  fo r  th e ir  naive 
co n v ic tio n . T hey  c o u ld  be the 
n e x t  B o n n ie  H a y e s .  W o w ! 
(3 /2 6 , T he  S to n e , 8 p m , $7.50)

MDC, White Trash 
Debutantes, Housecoat 
Project, The Witnesses

T h is  lineup sm ells p rom ising , 
b u t w h a t’s even b e tte r  is ton igh t 
these  b an d s  a re  h o n o r in g  P unk  
G lobe  m agaz ine’s 10th  an n iv e r
sa ry . 1 h av en ’t seen th e  m agaz ine 
in ages a n d  d o n ’t k n o w  if  i t’s still 
b e in g  pu t o u t. Y e tu s  ag o  the 
G lobe  covered  th e  local pu n k  
scene in a  m an n e r d r ip p in g  w ith  
su b v ersiv e  a n a rc h y . H ila r io u s  
w ritin g  an d  fine  p h o to s  ap tly  
ch ro n ic led  th e  h ey d ay  o f  th e  
p u n k  a n d  t h e  f a b u l o u s .  
T o n ig h t’s e n te r ta in m e n t is stellar 
a n d  varied . T h is  c o u ld  be  grea t. 
(3 /2 7 , T h e  S to n e , 9  p m , $5)

The McGuires,
BIrdkIllers

D N A ’s new  S u n d a y  n ig h t 
sh o w s co u ld  b eco m e  a  h a b it. T he  
e v e n i n g ’ s h e a d l i n e r ’ s a r e  
fo lk /p o p - is h  a n d  ja n g ly  locals, 
a n d  th e  B irdk illers a re  a  fiery 
ro ck  o u tf it w ith  a  very  im pressive 
d e m o  tap e  c ircu la tin g  these days. 
R eq u est it o n  K U S F . (3 /2 7 , 
D N A , 8 pm  $2)

Psychik TV
T h is  su rp rise  b o o k in g  has a r t

sy , pa le , ex is ten tia l apa the tics  
I d ro p p in g  their sp o o n s  a n d  p o in ts  
I c ity w id e . T h e  s im u lta n e o u s ly  
I dem o n ic  a n d  ch e ru b ic  G enesis P .

O rr id g e , fo rm erly  o f  T h ro b b in g  
G ris tle , will b rin g  h is  cu lt c o n 
f ig u ra tio n  to  th e  I-B eam . H e ’s a  
m a d  gen iu s , s o r t  o f  th e  g o d 
fa th e r  o f  in d u s tria l m us ic , a n d  
re p o r te d ly  has 100 rin g -b ea rin g  
p ie rces  in  his c o c k . I love rock  
ru m o rs ,  b u t so m e h o w  I th in k  
th a t  o n e ’s tru e . A  few  years  ag o  
th is  b a n d  p u t m o n o lo g u e s  by  J im  
J o n e s  a n d  C h a rle s  M a n so n  to  
v iny l w ith  m u s ica l a c c o m p a n i
m e n t . N ice b a n d s  w o u ld  ch o o se  
m essag es fro m  B ish o p  T u tu  o r  
M a r tin  L u th e r K ing  J r .  b u t —  in  
th e  e n d  — w h ic h  a p p ro a c h  
w o u ld  m a k e  a  b e tte r  m essage  fo r 
m y  p h o n e  m ach in e?  W ear b lack . 
(3 /2 8 , I-B eam , 10 p m . $10)

Kiss, Anthrax
W h en  I w as 12 o r  13, K iss w as 

m y  fav o rite  g ro u p . I la te r  grew  
o u t  o f  it an d  so ld  th e ir  reco rd s . 
T o  th is  d ay , th o s e  a re  th e  o n ly  
d isc s  I w ish I ’d  sa v e d . K iss la id  
th e  fo u n d a t io n  fo r  m y  p jersonal 
ta s te s  in  ro ck  w ith  lo u d  g u ita rs , 
so n g s  a b o u t fu c k in ’, d r in k in ’ 
a n d  d iu g s  —  a n d  en o u g h  sp an - 
d ex  a n d  h a iry  chests  to  induce  
secre t sleep -over fan ta s ie s . I h ea r 
th e y  d o n ’t even  w ear m a k e u p  
a n y  m o re . A n th ra x  is m y  fa v o r
ite  c a ttle  p la g u e , a n d  A u d ra  
B ark ley  a c tu a lly  c a m e  d o w n  w ith  
it o n  Big Valley o n ce . I t I h a d  a 
little  b ro th e r . I ’d  ta k e  h im  to  th is 
sh o w . (3 /3 0 , S F  C iv ic , 8 p m , 
$17 .50)

INXS
T h is  A u s t r a l ia n  b a n d  h a s  

th re e  o r  fo u r  L P s  b eh in d  th em  
a n d  a  huge h it sing le  a n d  v ideo 
w ith  “ N eed  Y o u  T o n ig h t ,”  a  
c a tc h y  an d  sexy so n g . T h is  hit 
c o m b in e d  w ith  five  d an g ero u s ly  
h an d so m e  b a n d  m em b ers  eq u a ls  
th e  m ass a p p e a l th e y ’ve strived  
fo r , n o t to  m e n tio n  lo ts o f  s u r
re n d e re d  u n d e rg a rm e n ts  all over 
th e  stage . (3 /2 9 , S F  C iv ic , 8 p m , 
$17 .50)

Missile Harmony, 
She-Devils

F ea tu rin g  m em b ers  o f  W ire 
T ra in , M issile H a rm o n y  p lays 
g u ita r-o r ie n te d  ro c k  w ith  a  su r
p rising ly  E ng lish  feel to  it. T h ey  
a lso  have a  d e m o  ta p e  th a t c a n  be 
req u ested  o n  K U S F , an d  the  
se lec tions I ’ve h e a rd  w ere  im 
pressive . T h e  She-D evils a re  a  
sh e -tr io  w ith  a  rap id ly  g ro w in g  
h e /s h e  fo llo w in g . T h e ir  m usic  
ran g es  be tw een  p o w er-p o p  a n d  
d irg e  d ra m a , h ig h lig h ted  by  e f
fo rtle ss  h a rm o n ie s . G o  see th em  
i f  y o u  h a v e n ’t yet. (3 /2 9 , S F  
M usic  W o rk s , 9  p m , $5) ■

M N S R P U S C D S tlV lC Z .-  oy Gentry Johnson

WHY MA 1 DONG 7HK' WHY IS HE 
DONG THIS? HE'S 50 SEXY... MMMM. 

OHWOT! VW IF MY GUMS BLEED OR 
SOMim'i DON'T BE STUPID. TO  
GUMS ARE PINE . BUT-BUT-OH NO-J 
WE BOTTi HAD KWCHOS AT DINNER' 
THOSE LITRE CHIPS ARE HARP- 
AND SHARP' WHAT IF I CUT MY 
GUMS-AND WHAT IF-OHMIGOD- 
WHAT IF HE CUT HIS GUMS ̂
WE COULD BOTH BE BLEED
ING INTO OPEN GASHES 
IN EACH OTHERS MOUTH' 
0HJE2-RE1AY,»U'KE 
.•WLKiNG YOURSELF CRAZY 
HE KISSES RIAUY WELL 
QH.IF ICDUlDJUSiGO 
WITH THE HOW BUT

WHYAMIDOINGTHIŜ rVEGOTAN V  
EIGHT O'CLOCK CLASS TOMORROW, ^  
mm . FUCK CLASS-SUCK TDNGUE.I 
MMMAA SO HE'S GOT A COUPLE 

OF LITTLE LOVE HANDLES,/\ND 
MAYBE HE DOESN'T HAVE ARMS 
LIKE CAITAIN MAR/EL-AT 
LEAST HE'SCOT A BRAIN. TWS 
MORE THAN lOU GAN SA/FOR 
THE LAST ONE. AAMM ORTHE 
ONE BEFORE THAT OR THE ONE 
BEFORE THAT MMMM 

SHIT TH/S BOY CAN 
KISS-IJUST WISH 
HIS HARD-ON WOULD 
STOP FADING IN AM)

I
a
li

29MARCH
TUESDAY

Author William Styron (Sophie's Choice. Confes
sions of Nat Turner! appears in an onstage con
versation as part of City Arts & Lectures’ "On Art 
& Politics” series, benefiting the Women’s Foun
dation. 8 pm. Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness Ave., 
SF. $11. $13.50. Tickets: 762-BASS. STBS. Info: 
552-3656.

30MARCH
WEDNESDAY

Gay history is in the spotlight at Disco Diva II, a 
fundraising dance for the SF AIDS Foundation 
sponsored by BAWNS (Black, AVhite and Na
tionally Supporters), a new multiracial, multina
tional group of lesbians and gay men. BAWNS 
unveils its new history section tonight, displaying 
their archives of the Sentinel (Hey, that’s us!), 
dated 9/22/77 to 2/22/80. 10 pm. Warehouse 
Cabaret, 18th St. & San Pablo Ave., Oakland. $12 
at the door/SIO.SO adv/$6.50 students. Tickets: 
Headlines, All American Boy.

The McGHvray C bonle perfoims a program of 
French music through the ages, from the medieval 
part-songs of Jannequin through the romantics and 
impressionists to the rich organ sonorities of 
Maurice DurulTe. 8 pm. St. Mark’s Church, 1111 
O’Farrell St., SF. $8 general/$5.50 students, 
seniors. Tickets at the door.

LA’s new flag football team, the Sun Devis, 
comes to SF to play the Trojans as the first step 
toward convincing the Vancouver Gay O lym ... 
ah. Games Committee to indude flag football in 
the 1990 schedule. 2 pm. Free. For location and 
other info, call Qay at 821-1851 or Jeff at 
4314077.

The Girth & Mirth Qub invites you to eat and 
meet new members at their annuk SI. Paliick’s 
Day Dinner Party. Corned beef, cabbage and live 
music for dancing. 8 pm, with a no-host bar at 7. 
DeM arcos R estau ran t, Brisbane. Take 
Brisbane/Civic Center exit off Hwy. 101. $10, 
which includes tax and tip. Res/info: 820-2597, 
334-5971.

Tonight’s ATA program, Shamanistic Trances 
transports you to the World of Weird with a cross- 
cultural comparison of religious ecstasy. Magical 
Death depicts hallucinogenic practices of the 
Yanomamo, indigenous to the Venezuelan 
Amazon. Holy Ghost People portrays an Ap
palachian Pentecostal cult whose members handle 
poisonous snakes, drink strychnine and reportedly 
live to tell about it. (Do you suppose Tammy Bak- 
ker got her start this way?) Also on the bill are 
first-hand video documentaries of trance rituals in 
Bali and Egypt. 8:30 pm. ATA, 992 Valenda St., 
SF. $4.

Listen in on some fine music as American Radio 
Jazz Festival presents the Philip Morris Super
band: Oark Terry, James Moody, Jimmy 
McGriff, George Mraz, Grade Tate and singer Dee 
Dee Bridgewater. 7 pm. KALW 91.7 FM in SF.

Chantideer, SF’s celebrated male vocal ensemble, 
sings Thomas Tallis’ Lamentations o f Jeremiah. 
Libby Larsen’sC/fl/;- de Lune (SF premiere), John 
Corigliano’s L'Invitalion au Voyage and other 
works by Gustav Holst and Gail Kubik. 8 pm. 
Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness Ave., SF. $13, 
$14.50. Chantideer performs the same program 
this Monday, 8 pm, at the Walnut Creek Civic 
Arts Centre, 1641 Locust St. Info: 863-4947.

Different Spokes invites prospective registrants for 
its 1988 AIDS Bike-a-thon to ride down to 18th & 
Castro for a fabu fundraising event with surprises, 
celebs and more. 12 noon. DS suggests you bring a 
lock for your bike. Last year the Bike-a-lhon col
lected $325,000 for direct services for PWAs; this 
year’s goal is $500,000 for 15 AIDS benefidaries 
in seven Bay Area counties. Info: 771-4542, 
821-3640.

Nipples, noses, earlobes and other body parts will 
fed the thrust of the needle at Jim Ward’s Pierang 
Qyiic, open to women and men. Proper hygiene is 
strictly observed. 12-5 pm at Mr. S Leathers, 227 
Seventh St., SF. Info: 863-7764. Tomorrow, same 
time, at Image Leather, 2199 Market St., SF. Info: 
621-7751.

SF G/L Historical Sodety presents New Videos: 
Docnmeiitiiig Gay History, an afternoon of videos 
documenting our community’s past and present. 
On the bill are Gay Greenwich Villc^ (1986), 
focusing on lesbian and gay life there in the ’50s; 
Legislation Is Only the Beginning (1984) about the 
massive gay rights march and rally in SF during 
the 1984 national Democratic convention; and 
Testing the Limits (1987) on the new AIDS ac
tivism in New York. Refreshments at 4 pm; pro
gram begins at 4:30. Women’s Building, 3543 I8th 
St., SF. $5 general/free to members.

Sentinel writer Steve Abbott reads from and signs 
copies of his recent S/b/iBy Trip to a Far Place (see 
Sentinel review, 3/11) at a book party at 3 pm. e.g. 
Bookstore, 14th & &inchez Sts., SF. Free.

Cdebrate spring at GLOE’s first Women’s Sodil 
for older lesbians (60-*-) and their friends. Music, 
dancing, pool, table games and refreshments, all in 
a beautiful garden setting. To be held the last Sun
day of each month. 2-5 pm. Francis of Assisi, 145 
Guerrero St., SF. Info: 626-7000.

The Netherlands’ Trio d’Amsterdam performs 
music by Beethoven and Carl Maria von Weber on 
original 17th- and 18th-century instruments. The 
program includes Beethoven's Trio in B-llat, Op. 
11 and von Weber’s Sytvana Variations, Op. 33, 
for clarinet and piano. 4 pm. Old First Church, 
Van Ness Ave. & Sacramento St., SF. $7 
general/$5 students, seniors/$3.50 OFC members. 
Tickets: STBS or at the door.

Dusen Bobb conducts the SF Chamber Players in 
Choral Music for Faster, which includes works by 
Vivaldi, Bach and Vaughan Williams. 4 pm. The 
Green Room. War Memorial Building, 401 Van 
Nes,s Ave., SF. $15. Tickets: 824-1234, 762-BASS.
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Dirty secrets: Berkeley Rep 
presents the late Joe Orton’s 
ribald 'social satire, iVhat the 
Butler Saw, opening Wed

nesday, 3/30, and 
running through 

5/7. Pic
tured  to 
left: the 

cast cavorts 
around the ex
amination table 
of Dr. Pientke, 

a would-be adulterer. Call 
845-4700 for tickets.

Show, a special send-off for the national tour of 
the AIDS Memorial Quilt. The show features 
Gwen Avery & Pat Wilder, David Canfidd, the 
Flips, the SF Gay Freedom Day Marching Band 
and Twirling Corps, and cast members from 
American Jukebox, Beach Blanket Babylon, Bit- 
tersuite. End o f the World with Symposium to 
Follow, Greater Tuna, Lady Day, Party o f One 
ZRiPuttin'on the Glitz. 7:30 pm. Herbst Theatre, 
401 Van Ness Ave., SF. $10-100. Tickets: 
552-3656, 762-BASS, STBS, Names Project Of
fice.

A succession of two meditative evenings entided A 
Flower Does Not Talk: Exploration in Language 
and Meditation is led by Zen priest Noiman 
Fischer at Intersecdon for the Arts. Fischer talks 
about the rdadonship between language (especially 
poetry) and meditation. Tonight: “The Self and 
the No-SdF’; Tuesday: “ Language and the Zen 
Tradidon.’’ Bring a meditadon cushion if you have 
one. No prior experience with meditadon or poetry 
is necessary. 8 pm. 766 Valencia St., SF. $4 
general/$2 Intersecdon members. Info: 626-ARTS.

C'uest conductor David Atherton leads the SF 
Symphony in concert with soprano Jessye Nor
man. On the program are works by Richard 
Strauss, Ravel and Takemitsu. 8:30 pm. Davies 
Symphony Hall, Grove St. at Van Ness Ave., SF. 
$5-38.50. Tickets: 431-5400.

31 MARCH
THURSDAY

Black and White Men Together invite you to their 
Thursday night rap where they’ll discuss AIDS in 
the Tenderioin. 7:30 pm. 1350 Waller St., SF. 
Free. Info: 931-BWMT.

Tonight’s edidon of Electric City features the 
Cable Car Awards; interviews with Mary Dunlap. 
Sandy Van, Sharon McNight and Cheryl Crane; 
and Sup. Harry Britt and Matt Coles on Domestic 
Partners. 9 pm. Viacom Cable channel 6. The 
same program can be seen in the East Bay on 
Oakland Cable channel 3, Sunday, April 3, 10 
pm.
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Sincere Technologies presents an evening of perfor
mance and video with Lise Swenson’s D e ^  of 
Fallen Stars, a performance-oriented reading, and 
the world’s only female Elvis impersonator, Jen
nifer Ftsber. 8 pm. 4026 MLK Way, Oakland. $3. 
Info: 658-5367.

The SF Hiking Qub makes its annual trek to Pin
nacles NatioBal Monument near Soledad for a 
camping weekend. Cost is $5 per night camping fee 
plus a transportadon charge of $27 per car. 
Passengers should pay the driver at the outset of 
the trip. For info r^ rd in g  what to bring, call 
Peter at 668-8167.

Marga Gomez and Danny 
Williams host an impressive 
lineup of local luminaries in the 
Names Project’s HH the Road

The boycott of our funds for KQED is still on, but 
we can still watch I'm  StiB Alive; A Person with 
AIDS Tdls His Story, broadcast tonight at 10:30 
pm. Michael Aue’s 1986 documentary is a moving 
account of Peter S.’s return to his nadve Germany 
to break the news of his diagnosis to his family. 
Rebroadcast on Thursday, March 31, at II pm. 
KQED, channel 9.

Ladies in Mack; The 
Second Annual 
International 
Ms. Leather 
competition takes 
place this Saturday, 
3/26, at SF’s Gift 
Center Pavilion,
888 Brannan Street. 
Emceed by the 
Seattle-based Sluts 
from HeU, the event 
promises to be 
positively satank. 
CaU 863-1386 to 
reserve a table; visit 
any Headlines store 
to purchase single 
tickets.

The .Sentinel welcomes submissions of communi
ty, political and arts events for possible indnsion, 
as space permits, in our weekly calendar. The 
deadline is seven days (Friday noon) or more in 
advance of Friday pnblication. Send items to; 
Calendar Editor, San Francisco Sentinel, 500 
Hayes Street, San Francisco, CA 94102.
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c o m e  u p  w ith  new  th in g s . A s gay 
w rite rs  th a t ’s o u r responsib ility . 
W e h av e  to  com e up  w ith  new  
m e ta p h o rs  th a t a re  n o t ju s t 
a ss im ila tio n is t c r a p  fro m  th e  
la rg e r cu ltu re , w e h ave  to  have 
o u r  o w n . T h is is w h a t S p len d o ra  
m e a n s  to  m e.
Your novels are rather opulent 
works. They’re composed of 
beautiful interiors and exteriors, 
sumptuous meáis, traveling. Do 
you think they’re reflective of — 
or limited to — a certain kind of 
privileged existence?

I g u e s s  it is  p r i v i l e g e d .  
A n y th in g  is p riv ileged th a t ’s a  
c u t a b o v e  s ta rv a t io n  in  th is  
w o rld . M y peop le  a re  m iddle- 
c lass, u p p e r m iddle-class peop le  
w h o ’ve  d o n e  well o n  th e ir o w n , 
s t a r t i n g  f r o m  v e r y  l i t 
t l e . . .  because th a t ’s m y  fam ily ’s 
experience , an im m ig ra n t fam ily 
w h o  d id  well in tw o  g enera tions . 
B u t th e y ’re  no t W asps . A  b ig -  
p o in t in all m y b o o k s: th e re ’s 
a lw ay s a  vowel o r  m o re  d ro p p e d . 
I t ’s D es id e r io  to  D esir  a n d  
V alerian i to  V ale rian . I f  I w ere 
b la c k , C h icano  o r  W asp , th a t ’s 
w h a t I w ould  w rite  a b o u t. I h a p 
p en  to  be  a  w h ite , m id d le< la ss  
m a le  fro m  a  m o d era te ly  c o m fo r
ta b le  fam ily  th a t  s ta rted  fro m  
n o th in g . T h a t’s w h a t I w rite  
a b o u t.

T h a t’s why th e  gay  w riting  
m o v em en t is so  im p o rta n t a n d  
w hy  i t ’s n o t ju s t o n e  o r  tw o  p eo 
p le  w h o  a re  d o in g  it. T h ere  a re  
h u n d re d s  o f  us. I t ’s an  a rm y  o f  
s c r ib e s ,  a n d  w e ’r e  p u t t i n g  
to g e th e r a  p ir tu re  o f  a  su b cu ltu re  
u n riv a led  in A m erican  lite ra tu re . 
A n d  th is is m y p a r t  o f  it, th is  is 
w h ere  1 fit in th e  sp ec tru m . T h e re  
a re  a  num ber o f  us  w h o  a re  w rit
ing  a b o u t that sam e  g ro u p . B u t 
th e re  a re  peop le  w riting  a b o u t 
p eo p le  w ith  n o  m o n ey , p eo p le  
w h o  d o n ’t set lav ish  tab les , peo -

p le  w h o  d o n ’t h av e  b ig  c a rs  o r 
fan cy  houses.

1 set o u t to  w rite  a u to b io 
g rap h ica l fic tion , so  I ’m  n o t go
ing  to  apologize fo r  th e  fac t th a t 
th e  fam ily  I ’ve w ritten  a b o u t 
h a p p e n s  to  have m o n ey . I t ’s a  
very  p re jud iced  view  to  th in k  
t h a t . . .  fo r  in stance , a  review er 
in  N ew  Y ork  said  last w eek, 
“ T h ese  peop le  c a n ’t su ffe r  fro m  
A ID S . T h e y ’re n o t su ffe rin g , 
th ey  have  big h o u se s .”  I t ’s so  
T h ird  W o rld  p re ju d ic e d , i t ’s  
su ch  a  b ias to  th in k  th a t  p eo p le  
w ith  fo o d  in  th e ir m .ou ths c a n ’t 
su ffe r.

W h a t TiTi try in g  to  say , a s  fa r

together a long time. How do 
you make it work? Is it at all 
competitive? Do you have ways 
of varying your writing routines 
so you don’t get in each other’s 
way?

It w o rk s  because  w e’re  in  lo v s . 
W e ’re  ju s t really  co n n ec ted , an d  
it’s b een  th e  g rea t lucVc o f  m y life  
to  h ave  m et M ic'nael. I t ’s a  real 
love s to ry . O ver 20  years . W e 
m et a t  a  w rite rs’ w o rk sh o p ! 
W e ’re  so  sim ilar th a t w e th in k  o f  
ou rselves as a  k in d  o f  q u a d ru p e d  
n o w . I d o n ’t  even like being  here  
eilone. H e  w as su p p o sed  to  co m e  
w ith  m e [on th e  to u r  fo r  Second  
S o n ] ,  b u t  h e ’ s g o t  t h i s

“A/V b o o k s  
a re  v e ry  

ro m a n tic , 
b u t m o re  

th an  
a n y th in g , 

they^re 
e m o tio n a l, 

w hich  is  
d iffe re n t.

a s  su ffe rin g  is c o n ce rn ed , is th a t 
k n o w in g  y o u ’re  very  seriously  
a n d , in  th e  eyes o f  th e  w o rld , te r 
m ina lly  il l . . .  is n o t m itig a ted  by 
m a te ria l c o m fo rt. T h e  sam e h o r
r o r  faces e v e ry o n e . W h e th e r  
y o u ’re  rich  o r  p o o r ,  y o u  die —  
y o u  get sick a n d  y o u  d ie . M oney  
c a n ’t  save  you .
On a more personal note. It’s 
difficult for me to imagine what 
it must be like to be lovers with 
another writer, but you and 
Michael (Grumley] have been
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d e a d l in e . . . .
W e  are very sim ila r. W e’v e  ex

ch an g ed  in  20  years  a  lo t o f  
ch arac te ris tics . I c a m e  in w ith  a  
te rrib le  tem p er —  n o w  h e ’s g o t 
o n e . I still h ave  a  p re tty  b ad  
te m p e r, b u t I ’ve  ta k e n  o n  a  lo t o f  
h is tra its . H e ’s le a rn ed  fro m  m e 
as w ell.

H is first novel \L i fe D ram ngs\ 
h as ju s t been accep ted  [also  by 
C ro w n , F e rro ’s pub lisher]. T h a t 
is a  very d ifficu lt h u m p , th e  m o s t 
d iff icu lt h u m p  fo r a  w rite r. It 
to o k  h im  a  long  tim e , an d  I c a n ’t 
say  th e re  h a s n ’t b een  a  s tra in  
w atch ing  m y b o o k s  b e  pub lish ed  
a n d  to  a  ce rta in  degree  succeed  
—  b u t th a t’s so  m itig a ted  b y  th e  
love , th e  feeling  o f  acco m p lish 
m e n t a n d  sh a red  p rid e , h a p 
p iness. H e ’s such a  spec tacu la r 
p e rso n , so g en ero u s . B ut th e re  is 
s o m e th in g  v e ry , v e ry  sw e e t 
a b o u t th is a ccep tan ce  o f  h is  first 
no v e l, w h ich  ju s t h a p p e n e d  a  
m o n th  an d  a  h a lf  ag o . I t co m es 
a t  th e  pjerfect tim e  becau se  w ith  
Second  Son, h e  really  d o es  feel 
n o w . . .  lib e ra ted  to  en jo y  even 
fu r th e r m y  success w ith  m e.

M ichael’s a lso  a  g rap h ic  a r tis t . 
H e ’s pub lished  five n o n fic tio n  
b o o k s . H e ’s a  m a n  o f  m an y  
p a rts . So  he  does m o re  th a n  I d o  
—  b ran ch es  o u t m o re . T h e re  is

th is  th ing  th a t unites, us: i t ’s a 
p ro fo u n d , obses^sed in terest in 
w riting . A nd. i t ’s d ra w n  us closer 
to g e th e r . W e h a v e  the sam e 
resp o n ses to  th in g s , th e  sam e 
g o a ls , th e  sam e  a m b itio n s .
What’s next for you?

I d o n ’t k n o w . I still h a v e n ’t 
m ad e  u p  m y  m in d . W hen  I 
fin ished  th is b o o k ,  I felt so 
dep le ted , so  ex h a u s te d  by it , th a t 
I ju s t s to p p ed . I d o n ’t  usually  d o  
th a t  —  usu a lly  1 g o  o n . B ecause 
y o u  ta k e  th a t  fo c u s , th a t ob ses
sion  yo u  feel, a n d  y o u  ju s t app ly  
it . I t’s like a  b e a m  o f  light. Y ou 
ju s t ap p ly  it to  som eth ing  else, 
b u t I s to p p e d . . .  e igh t o r  n ine 
m o n th s  ag o . I h a v e n ’t w ritten  a 
th in g . I ’ve d o n e  a  coup le  o f  lec
tu res , som e essay s, som e pieces 
here  an d  th e re , b u t f ic tio n . . .  I 
feel like I h a v e n ’t  th e  vaguest 
idea  o f  w h a t i t  ta k e s  to  d o  any  
fic tion  righ t n o w . I d o n ’t feel bke 
a  w riter an y m o re .
Is that a reUef?

I t is a  re lief. I k n o w  it’ll com e 
back . 1 k n o w  I ’ll d o  it again  
because  it is th e  m o s t blissful w ay 
to  live fo r m e . I a d o re  getting  up  
a n d  m ak ing  a  p o t  o f  co ffee , sit
ting  d ow n  a n d  it being ju s t  m e 
a n d  m y p a p e r  fo r  a  coup le  h o u rs . 
That’s how you do it? You’re a 
morning writer?

I get u p  ea rly  a n d  I w rite early . 
M ichael d o e s n ’t  get up  u n til 11 
a m , so  I h av e  th o s e  th ree  o r  fo u r 
h o u rs  —  t h a t ’s w h en  I d o  m y 
w ork .
So nuuiy writers have certain 
psychological rituals. Every
thing in the house must he in 
place, dishes washed, before 
they can start writing.

E v ery th in g  is in  p lace in  m y 
h o u s e .  [L a u g h s ]  T h a t ’s fo r  
openers . I h a v e  to  have  a  p o t o f  
espresso  c o ffe e , a n d  I w o rk  long- 
h a n d . I th in k  I ’m  the  o n ly  o n e  
left w ho  d o e s n ’t  have a  co m 
p u te r . 1 h av e  a  lovely fo u n ta in  
pen  a n d  m y  yellow  p ad . A n d  I 
m iss th a t . I m iss  th e  feeling th a t 
th e re ’s a  b o o k  g row ing , a cc ru 
ing , a  little  b it  every  day .
1 wanted to ask you about the 
Violet Quill Q ub . The seven of 
you [Ferro, Grumley, Felice 
Picaño, Andrew HoUeran, Ed
mund White, George Whitmore 
and Chris Cox — White’s lover, 
now an editor] were quite a 
group. Som e amazing work 
came out o f  there.

It w as ’79  to  ’81.1 s ta rted  V iolet 
Q uill, it w as  m y . idea. M ichael 
w as d ead  se t ag a in s t it. H e  d id n ’t 
th in k  it w a s  go ing  to  w o rk  
because h e  co nsidered  it to o  
m uch  o f  a  c la sh  o f  egos, w h ich , 
in  f a a ,  ev en tu a lly  it w as. E d 
m u n d  sa y s  i t ’s a m a z in g  w e 
stayed  to g e th e r  so  long.

I d id n ’t  d o  th is  on  p u rp o se , 
b u t th e  re a s o n  w hy  it w o rk ed  is 
because  fo u r  o r  five o f  us w ere 
w ork ing  o n  b o o k s  all in  th e
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rea lm  o f  au to b io g rap h ica l fic
tio n . T h re e  re la ted  d irectly  to  th e  
fam ily  [H o lle ra n ’s N ig h ts  in 
A ruba , W h ite ’s A  B o y ’s  O w n  
S tory  a n d  F e rro ’s M ax]. W e d id  
it w ith o u t s te p p in g  o n  e a c h  
o th e r ’s toes in  te rm s o f  w h a t w e 
w ere covering . T hose  b o o k s  fit 
to g e th e r in a  k in d  o f  tr ip ty c h  o f  
th e  fam ily . T h e y ’re a  very  c o m 
ple te  p ic tu re  o f  gay  p eo p le  a n d  
th e  f a m i l y . . .f ro m  a  so r t o f  
w h ite , m id d le -c la ss  p o in t  o f  
view , anyw ay .

W h a t else can  I say a b o u t th e  
V Q ? I t  w as all a b o u t dessert re a l
ly. W e  w o u ld  m eet every  m o n th , 
a n d  th e  w ho le  th ing  w as  w h o  
co u ld  lay  o n  th e  m o s t lav ish  
d e s s e r t .  A n d  b o y ,  d i d  i t  
g e t . . .  b u t it w as a  te rrif ic  id ea . 1 
h ave  seven v io let qu ills , a n d  in  a 
w hile w h en  th e  tim e is r ig h t. I ’ll 
send  th e m  o u t an d  w e’ll call 
a n o th e r  m eeting .
You’re one of the authors pro
filed in the New sw eek  article 
[“ Out of the Qoset, Onto the 
Shelves,” 3/21/88] about gay 
writers crossing over into main
stream publishing. Do you have 
any comments on the state o f gay 
writing or gay publishing?

I cam e  o u t w hen  I w as 21. 
I ’m  4 6  n o w . In  those  d a y s  th e re  
w ere n o  b o o k sto res  to  go  to ,  
th e re  w as a  b a r  here  a n d  th e re , 
b u t th e re  w as n o  o n e  to  ta lk  to . 
Y o u  h a d  th e  feeling th a t  y o u  
w ere a lo n e  a n d  th ere  w as n o  o n e  
like y o u . W h en  I s ta r te d  to  w rite  
gay  fic tio n , it w as co n sid e red  
su ic ide  p ro fessiona lly . In  fa c t it 
to o k  m e  a n  ex tra  five y ea rs  to  get 
so m eth in g  like M a x  p u b lish ed  
becau se  w hen  I h a n d e d  in  som e 
ea rly  ideas a b o u t a  g ay  no v e l to  
g ay  e d ito rs , they  w o u ld  d is 
q u a lify  them selves fro m  even  
ju d g in g  it because  th e y  w ere  gay . 
Y o u  c a n ’t  believe th e  lu n acy  a n d  
th e  lu d ic ro u s  a ttitu d es  th a t  p re 
v a iled  th e n . B ut n o w , n o t  on ly  
a re  th e re  a  m illion  gay  b o o k s , b u t 
th e re  a re  a  m illion  g ay  b o o k 
s to re s . N o  o n e  w ho  co m es o u t 
n o w  h as  a  feeling o f  iso la tio n .

T h a t ’s w h a t’s so  d if fe re n t  
f ro m  m y  genera tio n : th is  feeling  
o f  be ing  p a rt o f  so m e th in g . 1 
u n d e rs ta n d  now  —  b ecau se  I ’ve 
seen  it d u rin g  th e  p ^ t  five years  
—  th a t  I ’m  p a r t  o f  a  very  im p o r
ta n t  m o v em en t in  A m e ric a n  lit
e ra tu re . O n e  o f  th e  m o st  im p o r
ta n t  m ovem en ts . W e a re  a n  a rm y  
o f  p eo p le  w riting  a  w ay  o f  life 
a n d  w riting  a  h is to ry . A n d  i t ’s 
n ev er b een  d o n e  b e fo re . W e  have 
b een  in a  rena issance  fo r  som e 
y ea rs , b u t th is  is g o in g  to  b e  th e  
ep ito m e , th e  p eak  o f  it in  th e  nex t 
tw o  to  th ree  years.
What do you think o f the current 
crop of young gay writers — 
someone like David Leavitt, for 
instance, who’s received a lot of 
press?

T h e  p h en o m en o n  o f  h is  suc
cess is really , I th in k , th e  p r in 
c ip a l p o in t w ith  h im . Y o u n g  gay 
p eo p le  like th e  idea  th a t  y o u  can  
b e  successful yo im g. T h e y  also  
like  th e  en try  o f  gay  w ritin g  in to  
th e  m a in s t re a m , in to  m a in 
s tre am  publish ing . L eav itt rep re 
sen ts t h a t . . .  as d o  a  n u m b e r  o f  
o th e r  peop le . All o f  these  peop le  
h av e  to  be  en co u rag ed , th e  m ore  
th e  m e rr ie r . W e h av e  su ch  a  lo t to  
d o . T o  say  an d  d o . I t ’s n o t going 
to  be o n e  person  co m in g  in  like 
F a u lk n e r  a n d  d e sc r ib in g  th e  
w ho le  S o u th . I t’s g o in g  to  take  
all o f  us to  tell these s to ries . A nd  
w e ’re  d o in g  it. ■

Sentinel
CELEBRATE

DIVERSITY!

i; SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
STRICTLY PERSONAL

Feisty, rough and ready encounters 
wanted by 30 yr. old, 5'10', 140 Iber. 
Looking for combative/playful guys 
ranging In age from young punkers to 
SOMA vets. Workouts, interrogation, 
competitive, one-sided, punishment, 
golden gloves. Call you out. Sentinel 
Box 13E.

LOOKING FOR 
YOUNGER MAN

GWM, 44, prctesslonal. educated, 
good shape, always on top, always 
safe, looking for younger man. 
19-25, good looking, good shape, 
smooth, for occasional fun times 
together. If you need some financial 
assistance we can talk. If you like 
going out and sharing evenings, 
great. I'm not into the quickies, 
queens, ferns, comp. BB's, heavy 
drugs or drinking, but like all sorts 
of other things. Interested, please 
reply with short note and pix and let 
me know where/when I can reach 
you. Reply to Sentinel Box 130.

MYSTICALLY INCLINED
I am male, attractive. 24 and new to 
Santa Cruz/bay area. I am a serious stu
dent of hermetlcs, qabalah and occult 
science. I wish to meet men 18-35 In 
Santa Cruz/bay area with like interests. 
Reply: Boxholder, 12500 River Street #3, 
Boulder Creek, CA 95006.

GWM, 6'3', 195, bik, brn, handsome, 
athletic. I have many hobbies, positive, 
straight acting. Enjoy travel, young 35. 
Attracted to young boyish types, domi
nant In nature, looking for some good 
times. Write Phil, PO Box 4861. Boise, 
ID 83704.

I WAS WALKING MY
DOG. . .

Sunday, 3/20. You were on your bike 
at Stanyan and Fell with friend. Your 
black and silver hair, your shorts, 
your smile and your "Good Morning" 
are still with me. My golden retriever 
and I want to see you again.

Jim • 668-9467
PERSIAN OR ARAB

Wanted by tall, gdikg, hairy, versatile, 
healthy, fit GWM, 37 for safe sex buddy. 
Prefer tall, hairy, beefy,fit, masoullne 
type. Sentinel Box 16A.

DAYTIME BUDDY
Attr. GWM, 32, 6'1 ", 170#, mostly bot
tom. seeks top for regular daytime ac
tion and casual friendship. You are 
25-40, hard, thick, horny. Condoms. Re
ply to Boxholder, Box 106, 2370 Market 
St.,SF, CA94114.

P h o to  S to ry  
N e e d s  

S u b je c ts
W e  a re  tw o  jo u rn a lis ts  seek
ing a  c o u p le  to  h e lp  exp la in  
th e  re a lity  o f  c a rin g  for a  
lover w ith  A ID S . W e  are  look
ing fo r a  c o u p le  in te re s te d  in 
te llin g  th e ir s to ry  a s  part of a  
series  o f s to rie s  on A ID S  
care -g ivers  in  S a n  F ranc isco .

T h e  p r o je c t  in v o lv e s  
severa l w e e k s  o f research ing  
and  p h o to g ra p h in g  to  show  
th e  everyday  life  o f caring  for 
th e ir lovers w ith  A ID S . This  
s to ry , by S a n  F ra n c is c o  
S ta te  jo u rn a lis m  s tu d en ts , is 
in te n d e d  fo r  p ub lic a tio n . If 
In te re s te d , p le a s e  c o n ta c t  
J e n n ife r 7 5 2 -5962  o r T im  at 
6 2 6 -1370  or 3 3 8 -1961 .

DADDY WANTS SON
Dad Is 42, prof., nice-looking. Talented. 
Son is boyish, fair, hairless. Sense of 
humor a must. Musical Interest a plus. 
Aslans welcome. Send letter with photo 
to: Roger. P.O. Box 6962, San Carlos. 
CA 94070.

SEX TALENT SHOW
Amateur sex performers are invited to 
exhibit their talents at autofellatio, 
dlldoes, penis enlargement, balls stretch, 
ing, Accujack, S&M, bondage tech
niques, unusual masturbation tech
niques or whatever. 1080 Folson, Satur
days 8:30 PM. Performers free, others 
$5 donation.
____________431-6748

AT CLUB INFRARED
last week, you were the hot dancer with 
bedroom eyes and tight buns. Openly 
charismatic, were undulating dancing 
bodies pounding, pounding to the beat. 
Must see you at InfraRed! Intrigued? 
Let's connect for dancing, drinks, and 
friendship. __________ ________

VfDEO?
Collector wants to see what gay video 
you've got. CK, PO Box 4077, SF, CA 
94101.

CURING DISEASE
When you play sexually all sorts of 
undesirable germs start living and 
breeding In the feces In your colon. Col
on hygiene daily prevents disease. 
Avoid unhealthy antib io tics and 
dangerous drug store enema equip
ment. New thirty page booklet gives the 
true story, send $10 to Hygiene, 1226 
Haight, SF. CA 94117.

NATURAL MEN/ 
COUPLES

Successful businessman who’s 
well-adjusted, fun-loving & good- 
looking would like to Invite uncut 
men to his beachhouse weekends. 
New friends and safe/sane good 
times are more important than 1 hot 
weekend. Leave a message at: (415) 
726-4903.

IT’S NOT THE LENGTH. . .
That counts, It’s the width. Thick meat! 
Jaw-breakers sought for oral, J/O, 
phone, and more. Husky/chubby a plus. 
W rite w ith v ita l measurement, 
pleasures/fantasy, phone #. 41 Sutter 
St. #1314, S.F. 94104. Sale a must.

SEEKING YOUNG LOVER
I'm a WM, 40, friendly, but emotionally 
and sexually withdrawn. I'd like to meet 
a similar guy for occasional sex. Ideally 
you're very young (18-30), thin and 
smooth. Please send photo (a must. I'll 
return). PO Box 22201, SF 94122.

BIG HEART O N .. .
Handsome, loving, down-to-earth, 
slim, well-built, 8"-*-, cut, GWM 
Seeks same to hug and share fun 
friendship and quiet intimacy. 584 
Castro St., Suite 468, San Fran- 
clsco, CA 94114-2588. ______

" . . .  And the Romantic Chemistry 
Energized their Lives.. .”

We are both finally at the point where 
we’re ready for that very special, multi
dimensional partnership. We are both 
independent, Insightful, Intense, driven 
towards commitment, sincere, whim
sically sensual, playful, nurturing, op- 
timisic (we can help one another main
tain on that one) and bright sensualists. 
We enjoy long, solitary nature walks & 
talks, live jazz, restaurants, theater, 
touching and possibly erotic wrestling 
(which I've never done, but my imagina
tion has been sparked recently). We are 
healthy — no smoking, drinking or 
drugs and enjoy a wide variety of 
friends, 1 am a professional, creative, 31 
yr old, 5'11 ", 153 lbs BM and have been 
referred to as "handsome," with an "at
tractive smile” and "good legs." There 
is no need for you to feel lonely as a 
single man, or within an existing un
fulfilling relationship. Let’s exchange 
photos and phone numbers. Let's ex
perience the adventure — together. 
Reply SENTINEL BOX 13C.

PART-TIME SLAVE
Goodlooking tall GWM experienced 
leather master 37 seeks no nonsense 
part-time slave. Master’s interests: safe 
sex. ass fuckin', cocksuckin', S/M, B/D. 
V/A, CBTplay, WS, toys, and more 
P refer trim  GWM 18-45. Send 
photo/phone number to Box 206. 2966 
Diamond St. S.F. 94131.

MANCHILD NEEDED
Good-looking, naturally masculine pro
fessional seeks manchlld of any age. 
Serious Interest In Infantilism and 
regression. I am flexible, adventurous, 
very free. Great capacity for fantasy. No 
tired master/slave trips. This Is about af
fection, caring and abandon. Oh yeah, I 
am uncut. Chuck.

648-7791

EROTIC GLORYHOLE 
VIDEO

Want to do something erotic, fun. In
teresting and safe? To qualify: When 
hard measure from the top side, from 
pubic hair to head 8 ' and up. I'm look
ing for eroticism such as length, 
thickness, pretty veins and heavy un
cuts. They film the best. Come here 
with the attitude that you are going to 
do something creative and not just to 
get sucked. Details: Professional set 
with a 3-slded, 6-foot portable booth set 
up to watch on a monitor as It is being 
filmed. Age & looks not Important — no 
overweights. Filmed from crotch shots 
to very pleasurable oral action with JO 
finish. No faces filmed but mine. 
Private with just you & mo. Take home a 
free copy of a good experience. For just 
an hour of your time, call Tom 285-4196. 
I'm 37,5*9*, 142, Slim build, good looks. 
Leave your home or work number for a 
very discreet call back.

HUNK SEEKS HUNK
for romance. I have boyishly masculine 
Latin/Aslan good looks, beautifully 
sculptured muscular physique, suc
cessful career, a boy's playful, adven
turous warm heart, a mature man's sen- 
sltivity/emotlonal s tab ility . You? 
Photo/letter: 2215-R Market, #284, San 
Francisco. 94114.

REDHEAD
GWM, 56", 140, 35, gymnast build, 
great pecs. Enjoys the outdoors, 
especially hiking and being with good 
friends. Am sincere and discreet. Look
ing for stable, easygoing, very mascu
line, stocky guy for fun times. Sentinel 
Box 12F.

LOTS OF MEN, 
LOTS OF SEX

Orgies are back and safer! Invites 
going out soon to those who 
qualify. Send photo, stats, brief 
reason why you should be there. 
2966 Diamond St.. #167, S.F., 94131.

GWM, 24 yt%, 56", 150 lbs, gdikg, great 
sense of humor, enjoys movies, music, 
outdoors. Single much too long, look
ing for someone to share my interests, 
25-35, friendship, considering relation
ship, send photo or description and 
phone #. Sentinel Box 13J.

WANT A GOOD RIDE?
Hot, hair, horny, super hung top. It you 
are all of the above, I need and deserve 
you, add to this handsome and you've 
got me for a great ride.

931-2984

SEEKING YOUNG 
COMPANION

WM, 40, friendly, sense of humor, 
but withdrawn, seeks similar guy. I 
need to be alone most of the time 
but am Interested In occasional get- 
togethers for very safe sex (for ex
ample, mutual J/O). Ideally, you're 
very young (18-30), skinny and 
clean. Please send photo (a must. 
I’ll return). PO Box 22201, SF 94122.

SAFE/SINCEREONLYIII
YOU: 50 - f, single, under 5'-8”, slim, 
facial hair, small dick, like classical 
music/grass. ME; 63, 5'-9", 155#, 
healthy, slim, muscular, light 
skin/tan, medium body hair, lull 
scalp hair, moustache, good looks, 
versatile. 441-1087, late pm/early 
am.

TENNIS PLAYER
Attractive, W/M, 29, 5"9", br/bl, 
athletic, sense of humor, new to 
area, seek 19-32, friends for compa-, 
nionship, must be straight ac- 
tlng /appearing , c leancut ap
pearance, let’s be friends, send 
photo to Sentinel Box 13A. Discre- 
tion assured.
ATTENTION GAY SMART SHOPPERS
GWM, 33, 5’10", seeks male 21-35 for 
possible relationship. I am attractive: 
masculine, hairy, have a mustache, 
thinning dark hair, Jewish and slightly 
overweight. I have a good sense of 
humor, enjoy bicycling, classical 
music, philosophy, simple pleasures, 
safe sex. I am attracted to males who 
have nice, boyish looks, who are friend
ly, sincere and non-bar oriented. Sen
tinel Box 13H. Brian.

WANTED: HORNY 
BOTTOMS

Tall, hot, test-positive top, seeks hot. 
horny. test-f>ostlvo bottoms, 21-40, for 
daytime or evening safe sex. Call Dave 
at 775-2507 between 6 am and 10 pm 
when ready to play. Good-looking with 
beautiful butt a plus.

REDHEAD
GWM, 56", 140, 39. gymnast build, 
great pecs. Enjoys the outdoors, 
esF>ecially hiking and being with good 
friends. Am sincere and discreet. Look
ing for stable, easygoing, very 
masculine, stocky guy for fun times. 
Sentinel Box 12F.

HORNY BOTTOM MAN
Into ass play, FF, dildos, llte S&M. I’m 6', 
180 lbs., 49. Interested top studs call 
Robert, 415-552-4809 (or hungry hole. No 
J/O calls. Safe sex only.

VACUUM PUMPERS 
Let's correspond with pictures and ? 
Share photos of that fat beer-can thick 
cock. Allen, Box 16319, San Diego, CA 
92116.
IT CAN HAPPEN THIS WEEK IN  
THE SENTINEL PERSONALS

STRAIGHT MEN
I'm not tall, dark and handsome, but I 
give excellent head to straight guys 
18-35 with good body. Call until 11:30 
pm, 647-7775 or 282-0081. Ask for Dan
ny. Let’s talk.

MASTURBATION MASTERS
Handsome W/M, youthful 39, needs 
heavy-hung W/M Dad for prolonged J/O 
sessions. If the thought of never permit
ting your boy to shoot gets you hard, 
write Sentinel Box 9A and tell me how 
you’ll increase my endurance.

GWM HIV -F
INTENDS TO STAY HEALTHY

Looking for same? • m ascu line  
me • 26, 5'10", 8 ' cut, goodlooking Ger
man, brown eyes, brown hair, moustache, 
in good shape. Baseball, bike riding, 
music. You «masculine, versatile, in
telligent, outgoing, hair on chest, jpositive 
mind, serious people only. Ron, PO Box
2742. Fremont. CA 945360742 _______

YOUNG MAN WANTED 
Young man, 21-30. wanted by suc
cessful businessman. 45, for good 
limes, friend, lover. Send description 
and phone number to Box 482, 584 
Castro St., SF 94114.

BEAR SEEKS BEAR
W/M, 42, 5'11", 200 lbs., masculine, 
good looking, bearded bear, wants to 
meet similar type or larger bear for fun 
and romance, possible relationship. 
Send photo and phone if possible. 808 
Post St. #716, SF 94109.

L4 HRS., 7 DAYS A WEEK, MEET THE 
MAN OF YOUR DREAMS. $2.00 -i- TOLL 
IF ANY 415/213 976-3937.

Continued on next page

ATTENTION
CLASSIFIED ADVESnSESS!

Take a n  a d  out no-w before the price goes up! 
Beginning with the April 15 issue. Sentinel 
Classified Ad rates will increase slightl'y. Please 
note this new  rate schedule;

4 0  words or less 
Additional words 
Border
Double bold headline 
Display Classified

$15.00 
.40 each

4 .0 0
4 .0 0

Coll 861-8100 
for rotes

Administrative and  production costs hiove 
necessitated this increase, We sincerely regret 
any inconvenience this change m ay  cause.

S entinel Classified Order Form
M a il to  S F  S e n t in e l .  500 H a 'y e s  S t. ,  S F , C A  94102.

D e a d lin e  fo r a ll c la s s if ie d  a d v e r t is in g  is 
n o o n  o n  th e  T u esd ay  p r io r  to  p u b lic a t io n .

NO ADSTAKEN OVER PHONE

C a te g o ry : H e a d l in e ;

T e x t :

■ ■ i ■ -----  orkM D fiTP  v iM m  r w o T .

Name;_

Address:

City: __

State: __ .Zip:

M E T H O D  O F  PAYM ENT:

cash □  check □  Mastercard/Visa

ecu — ------------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------------

Expiration date ___________ ____________

S ig n a tu r e ___________________ ________Phone: _ ________ _
NOTICE: The SF Sentinel reserves the riqhl to edit or reject any ad, especially those found in questionable taste or those advertising illegal activities. 
We encourage you to place ads that are Itvelv creative and health-conscious. ____

40 wordi or Im i  ® $12.50 
AdditiociAl wordi O  .25 Mch 

Giant hoadlin* $2.00 
Bordorod ad $2 00 

StibtoMil 
t  oumbar oi laiuM

Vanficatton ckarqa for Stnctly Paraonala 
UBUig talaphona oumbart $1.00

SENTINEL BOXES: 1 Month
WdlcaU O  $5 00 

Forwardad 9  $10.00 
. Total Amoimt



SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
STRICTLY
PERSONAL
MAKE YOUR MATCH ON THE HOTTEST 
GAY PARTYLINE CONNECTION. $2.00 
+ TOLL IF ANY 415A213 976-1881

Aslan porn star Kevin Yung, looking for 
friends or relationship. 5 '8', 125 lbs., 
smooth-masculine, swimmer’s body. 
Likes running, sunning, traveling, cud
dling, massages, people, movies, 
music, etc. Letter, photo, phone to Box- 
holder, PO Box 4025-221, Alameda, CA 
94501^________________________

LOTS OF BIG HARD COCKS
Alive in audleitce and on video. Big Cock 
Party, Tuesdays. Thursdays and Satur
days, 7:30 pm to midnight, 1080 Folsom. 
Hung over 8" free, others $5 donation. 
Call for information on other sex events. 

431-8748

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP HOMELESS GAYS
35% of S.F. homeless are Gay. Winter 
clothing, blankets, sleeping bags and 
money urgently needed. Please drop off 
or send fax-deductible donations to Gay 
Rescue Mission, 1080 Folsom, SF 
94103. Your inspection of our Communi
ty Center is invited.

863-4882
Announcing La Perversa Opera 

Queens In Heat Club.
Yet anottier San Francisco first If 
you’ra Interested In networking socially 
with other greedy opera buffs to trade 
video performances, audio, memor
abilia, etc., then answer this ad for 
more Information. It will be a hell of a 
lot more fun than watching the videos 
by yourself. And If there Is a body 
builder out there who pumps up to 
Callas, singing the variations from 
Rossini's Armida, you are r>ot alone. 
Answer this ad now. Santlrvel Box 15A.

WORKSHOPS

MASTER YOUR MIND
Continuing support group led by 
Mary Richards for PWAs & 
PWARCs taking charge of their own 
healing. Focus on clearing block
ages from the past through medita
tion, moving toward empowerment 
and health. Warm, supportive peo
ple In peaceful environment. This 
group could change your life. 333 
Valencia Sf., 4th Floor, SF. 
Noon-2:00. April sessions: 4/5 & 
4/19. Not affiliated with the SF AIDS 
Foundation. No fee. Info: 945-0941.

PSYCHOTHERAPY

GAY MENS THERAPY GROUP 
OivQoIng Group: Now Acceptlrrg 

New Members
This group Is designed to assist you In 
experiencing how you communicate and 
relate to other men and support you In 
your growth toward openness and Irv 
timacy. Sliding scale, Insurance. Murray 
D, Levine, Ph.D; Robert Dossett, M.A., 
Noe Valley. 861-2844 or 431-2724.

CHECK OUT THE SENTINEL 
CLASSIFIEDS

_____ We make it happen!
On g o in g  psycho therapy  group  

FOR g ay  m en
We have openings in a small, long

term. professionally guided. Interactive 
group. With compassion and support, 
we challenge our own and each others' 
self-limiting attitudes, feelings and 
behaviors. Members work on Issues 
such ds loneliness, sexuality, self
esteem and grief.

Facilitating Bay Area Gay Men's 
Groups for 9 years.

Meetings are Thursday evenings, 
7:30-10 pm. Call now for an interview. 
Insurance.

Dave Coopetberg, MA 431-3220
or

Pedro Rojas, MA 841-9198
GAY MEN'S THERAPY GROUP

On-going psychotherapy group dealing 
with intimacy, relationships, gay self
esteem has several openings. Group 
meets in Noe Valley Wednesday 
evenings. For Information, call Jim 
Fishman, L.C.S.W. (#LEO 11567) at 
285-5708.

HlV-t- IN-DEPTH 
PSYCHOTHERAPY GROUP

For Gay and Bisexual men who do not 
have AIDS or ARC. Use the fears from 
testing positive to open your heart to 
yourself and others. Learn to give and 
receive support, to live more your own 
values and priorities and to get moving 
with life-long concerns such as relation
ships, building self-esteem and emo
tional confusion. Limited to eight 
m e m b e r s .

Meets Tuesdays, 7:30 pm-9:30 pm. 
Call Dave Cooperberg, MA 

431-3220.
Individual, group & couples work 
available.

Professional Psychic 
Clairaudient services 

aware, conscious channel 
aura balancing 

ayurvedic herbáis.
Serious only. Feg.

____________ 686-988S____________

PSYCHIC EXPANSION 
COURSE

Are you soul searching? This innova
tive ten-week course begins Wedrtes- 
day, March 30. Free introduction during 
first meeting. For information, call Roy 
Haller. Psychic Channei, Counselor & 
Teacher at:

895-1218

□epression/Self-Esteem/Agng
Health/Grief/Stress/Relationshps

HAL SLATE m f c c

SF and East Bay [415] 832-1254
•rulW0?3205 Stdng Scale Fees

PERSONAL
GROWTH

INCHES
WHY NOT LOSE SOME?
AT: ALWAYS TAN AND TRIM
NO EFFORT — MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE!

8 2 8 ^ 5

NOB HILL FLAT
Share large flat with gay male until Aug. 
88. May be permanent. Very Inexpen
sive. Qualifications: no smoking. No 
drugs/alcohol. Must be working and 
have references. Small deposit required.

441-4224

1 BEDROOM APT. $510. 
near Hayes/Octavia. Dishwasher avail
able, pets negotiable.

922-3374
(If no answer try, 665-4580

-GAY SHELTER-
A shared room, all meals and a self- 
help program is available now at 
the U.S. Mission, 2 locations; 
788 O'Farrell & 86 Golden Gate, 
or call 775-5866 or 775-6446.

WORK STUDIO
Non-live-ln work studio available. 
Private space In large communal area. 
Great location, good working environ
ment. $150 a month.

MacMna: 8034)474

FOR SALE

Life Transformation through 
Call Rsgonaratlon

Sunrider International offers 5000-year- 
old herbal formulations which detox 
the body, increase energy levels and 
balance all the organs/systems of the 
body to encourage self-healing. Possi
ble benefits: strengthen Immune 
system, lose/gain weight, increase lean 
muscle growth/strength. Increase virili
ty, enhance sexual response. Distribu
torships available. Richard McPherson.

905-2893

SHARE RENTALS

ROOMMATE
GWM seeks roommate 29 -F (also prof) 
to share studio at Post & Polk. $ 2 ^ - f 
util. Bob, 441-6633.

TINY ROOM
$300/month for room & board. Tiny 
room In big flat, close In. TV, washer, 
dryer, house phone. Civilized group, no 
drugs.

683-2079 Don__________
NOE VALLEY BEDROOM 

WITH GREAT VIEW/DOWNTOWN
Professional WM, 35, has room 
available in 2-bedroom apt., immediate
ly. Must be WM, employed, stable, 
masculine, 25-45. No dnigs, heavy 
drinkers, pets. W/0, located Chur- 
ch/22nd. Conv. "J ” Church MUNI line. 
$350/mo -I- utilities. Jon.

648-1860

BENICIA
Prefer prof GM, 30-50, smoker-11, 
drinker OK, Ig. 3 bdr home, 2-car garage, 
jacuzzi, private yard, 4(X)-f utilities, 
utilities to be arranged, refs. & deposit 
required. Lv. msg. 707-745-5700.______
6 rm luxury flat. $550 + util. 2 
fireplaces, yard, parlor. Non-smoker. 

5624)118
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MAN’S DIAMOND RING
Two new rings; 1). Appraised value with 
papers, $7,400. 3 em erald cut 
diamonds, 1.6 ct, asking $3,100. 18 kt 
gold band. 2). Appraised value with 
papers, $5,400. 1 solltare setting. Ask
ing $2,600. 18 kt 1.2 ct gold band. 
558-9344. Leave message.

1920 antique player piano — elec
tric; incl. rolls; valued at 3K; best of
fer taken. (3all Marie: 591-9284.

UU«MERRITT/DOWNTOWNOAKLAND
GyyM, 34, seeks quiet M/F, any race/aga 
to share large Iwo-boJioorr; apHttnient. 
Sunny room. No: smokers, drugs. Re
publicans. Near lake and BART. $250/mo 
+  Vi  utilities . Deposit. Must be 
employed. 452-9479.

PANOVIEW HOT TUB
Considerate, fun, responsible. Indepen
dent, GWM. 35 seeks GM to share quiet 
modern apt. Castro and 22nd Sts. 2 BR. 
2 BA, dishwasher, washer/dryer, 
fireplace, secluded sundeck with red
wood hot tub. $575 plus utilities, in
cludes twice a month cteaning service. 
No tobacco. No pets — sorry.

824-8790

RENTALS
Beautifully furnished rooms in 
upscale private residence. Hayes 
Valley. Phone, stereo, cable ready 
color TV, AEK, W/D, microwave, am
ple parking. No drugs or boozers. 
$500 month & up. Studio with 
sundeck available $750.

821-3330

Huge, unique Victorian, 2-story, 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fireplace, 
private entrance, dining room, 
utilities. Near Kaiser. 474-8408.

CONCORD
2 bed/1 bath townhouse near 
bus/BART/shoppIng. Lawns, spa, park
ing. Large gay population. $535 
month/$500 deposit.

825-3868

Bunkhouse 
Apts.

Office: 419 Ivy Slreel 
San Francisco 

Mon.-Fri. 1-6 PM

LIFE TRANSFORMATION 
THROUGH CELL 
REGENERATION

Sunrider International offers 5000 year 
old herbal formulations which detox the 
body, Increase energy levels and 
balance all the organs/systems of the 
body to encourage self healing. Possi
ble benefits: strengthen immune 
system, lose/gain weight Increase lean 
muscle growth/strength, increase virili
ty, enhance sexual response. Distribu
torships available. Richard McPherson 
at 995-2893.

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

UBRARY ASSISTANT
The Sentinel library Is the only such 
facility among the lesbian/gay presa In 
America. We are In the process of com
piling and Indexing the 13 years of our 
publlshng history to provide our news 
staff and our convnunity an Invaluabla 
reaource.
If you're good at organizing with an eye 
for detail and would Ilka to help with 
this Important project (4-6 hours a 
week), please contact Keith Clark at 
88l-ai(X).

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
It’s Here — You've Heard about It and 
Read about It. GROUND FLOOR 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. Dealer 
ships available to market Genesis Im
mune System Builder, Featuring 
SHARK CARTILAGE. Sold only through 
our Dealers. Earn $150 to $1,(>00 a day. 
Please Send for Free Marketing Kit. 
Seven Seas Health Products, 35250 
Date Palm Dr., Suite 268, Cathedral Ci
ty, CA. 92234. Include your phone #.

Commercial Space 
Available for Retail

$950 • 3BR Flat, 639 Hayes
Double living room, dining room, 1% 
bath, view, w/w carpet, curtains & 
shades.

$650 - 2BR Apt. 514 Hayes, *1
w/w carpet, curtains & shades, gas 
stove.

$800 ■ 1BR Apt. 419 Ivy «17
AEK. w/w carpet, curtains & shades, 
southern exposure.

$600 - 1BR ApL 582 Hayee *8
Hardwood floors, tile kitchen & bath, 
curtains & shades, 3rd floor.

$550 - 1BR Apt, 419 Ivy 94-D
w/w qarpet, AEK, ground floor, curtains 
& shades.

$550 - Large Studio, 419 Ivy #30
w/w carpet, AEK, curtains & shades.

$500 • Studio, 419 Ivy #8
AEK, w/w carpeting, curtains & shades. 
Quiet. Perfect tor the right person.

Stove, »refrigerator Included. Cable 
ready. First and last months’ rent re
quired. No deposits.

Stove, refrigerator Included. Cable 
ready. First end tael months rsnts rs- 
quirsd. No deposits. Must be employed.

863-6262

EMPLOYMENT
OFFERS

MODEL SEARCH
Top dollar to the right men. Call Savage 
Photography (415) 626-2610 to set up a 
test shooting.

~  HAIRSTYLISTS
Comm, basis or rental. Lower Haight 
salon, call 883-7943.

AIDSWALK SF
Com m unity O rgan izer/O ff Ice 
Manager positions available to help 
produce northern California's larg
est AIDS fundraiser, the AIDS 
walkathon, "AIDSWALK SAN 
FRANCISCO." Positions are lull 
time from May 1 thru August 1. 
Salary negotiable based upon ex
perience. Please ser>d resume and 
letter of Introduction by April 5 to: 
AIDSWALK SF 
PO Box 421989
San Francisco, CA 94142-1989 
Attn; Pete King
Please do not telephone or contact 
the SF AIDS Foundation directly.

BE YOUR OWN BOSSI 
BARBER/STYLIST

Space available In Small Shop. Must 
have following: Your own private 
booth/work area and hours.

I Available now — Hayes Valley Area 
' _________BILL — 664-5158_________

Real Estate Sales
Licensed Real Estate Associate open
ings In Noe Valley office. Call Hugh 
Martin tor an interview. 821-2131.
THE PROPERTY MARKET 16<» Castro 
SI.

PUBLISHING COORDINATOR
For OUT/LOOK, new national lesbian/ 
gay journal. Oversee direct mail, adver
tising, distribution, office management. 
Only paid stall for active board. 
Magazine publishing experience, ex
cellent communication and organiza
tion skills. $15,000 % time. Resumes to 
P.O. Box 146430, San Francisco, CA 

|94114 by March 15.

EMPLOYMENT
WANTED

MAN FRIDAY
Mature, reliable, 27-year-old gentleman 
seeks employment as full-time live-out 
"Man Friday." Duties Include: house
keeping. valet, personal secretary and 
"G o-fer." Salary and hours are 
negotiable. References supplied on re
quest. Prefer San Francisco city area. 

David 558-8018

EDITORIAL
SERVICES

MISSING
PERSONS
LOUIS CRUERR/i WHERE 

ARE YOU!
Louis Cruerra from El Salvaor. We met 
In Copenhagen in 1973. Would like to 
contact you again. BernI Knudsen, Sue- 
jgaardsuej 31, 2900 Hellerup, Danmark. 
Tel: 01 : 136512.

AIDS BULLETIN 
BOARD

THE V.I.P. GROUP
a social gathering of H.I.V.-t-, PWAs 
and PWARCs meets Sundays, 6:00-9:00 
pm at MCC, 150 Eureka. Listing of per
sonal ads available at meetings. Bring 
a friend, make a Irlend. For into call: 

337-1194 PETER

WRITER*EDITOR
Highly skilled free lance writer-editor 
available to write, edit or proofread 
your report, proposal, newsletter, 
brochures, ad copy, manuscript or 
other documents. Ali editorial services 
performed.

Tim Taylor • 863-1210

PARTY SERVICES

BLUELIGHTS
Blue lights that shitve from your win
dow will say: "America Stop AIDS." 
For info, write Bluellghts, P.O. Box 
125, 109 Minna St., SF, CA 94106.

HOUSEKEEPER
Energetic, efficient, hardworking 
young man looking lor steady 
housekeeping clients In S.F. Ex
cellent references. $10.00 per hour 
— negotiable. Mark.

584-3983

CARPENTRY 
Painting • Tile 

Quality Craftsmanship 
GARY 431-7621

PARTY SERVICE
SET-UP • CLEAN-UP • CATERING 
ATTRACTIVE BUTLERS • MAIDS 

FANTASY PARTIES 
Bonded

626-6181

LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

HOUSEKEEPER
Busy schedule, no time for houseclean
ing? Hire me; energetic, reliable, effi
cient, flexible, housecleaner. $l0/hr or 
by the job/nsgotiable. References. 

ILENE 5S2-S648 
it no answer call 

921-0880 
leave message

Robert West
G A R D E N  C A R E  
Design • Maintenance

922-4661

ARC Drop-In Support Group
This Is a weekly support group meeting 
every Thursday at 6 p.m., at Health 
Center #1, 3850 17th Street (near San
chez), Room 206. No tee, no advance 
registration. For more Information, call 
Operation Concern, 626-7000. All per
sons with ARC are welconred.

PHONE TALK
Z4 HRS., 7 DAYS A WEEK, MEET THE 
MAN OF YOUR DREAMS. $2.00 -t- TOLL 
IF ANY 415/213 976-3937.
MAKE YOUR MATCH ON THE HOTTESt 
GAY PARTYLINE CONNECTION. $2.00 
-)- TOLL IF ANY 415/213 976-1881. „

UPKEEP AND  
NOVATIONS
RON MacNEAL
THE HANDYM AN

626-7632

MISCELLANEOUS
SERVICES
CUSTOM COMPUTER INTERFACES 

LET VOUR PC DO THE 
WORK INSTEAD OF YOU!

PC TRAINING & CONSULTING 
MIKE HATCHER 

821-0358

A METAGRAM FOR 
YOU!

Lo-cost hl-tech has finally solved 
your "beeper”  problems. Privately 
receive your written messages on 
your pager seconds after they are 
phoned Ini Give your business the 
ultimate professional Image with 
Metagram, the pocket-size office. 
No more missed messages. 

984-1564

G A Y
T E L E P H O N E  

B U L L E T IN  B O A R D  
INSTANTLY UPDATED

LEAVE ADULT 
MESSAGES

SEE IF THERE’S ONE 
FOR YOU

(415) 976-6677
$ 2 .0 0  Plus Toll If A n y

EUROPEAN
HOUSEKEEPER

Efficient, hardworking young man 
seeks steady housekeeping clients in 
San Francisco. Excellent local 
references.

$10.00 per hour — negotiable 
Lupus — 5588078

INTERIOR
PAINTING

by
CHRIS
Q UICK SERVICE 

REASONABLE 
RATES

FREE ESTIMATES

221-1120

864-0449
tValter R. Nelson Lew Offices

SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
LESSONS MASSAGE

nN A N C IA L
SERVICES

Income Tax Preparation
lor individuals and small businesses. 
Let me help you minimize your tax 
liability and avoid errors. Personalized, 
prompt, professional service with ab
solute confidentiality. Bookkeeping 
support, year-round service, easy park
ing. and fle x ib le  schedu ling. 
24th/Castro. Faith Darling Tax Service. 

821-4744

FINANCIAL
PROBLEMS?

BANKRUPTCY 
CHAPTER 13

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
WITH EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY

• Study the language with a native 
speaker • Experienced teacher (5 

years) from Paris • Graduated at the 
Sorbonne University • All levels: 

beginners — Intermediate — advanced 
• Grammar — conversation — 

translation •
• One-on-one $12/hr 

Special rates for 2 or more •
MARC • 441-2062

CHECK OUT TH E  SENTINEL 
CLASSIFIEDS

We make it happen!
SPEAK SPANISH OR FRENCH

Study French or Spanish' with experi
enced, credentlaled teacher. You will be 
speaking Immediately using fun conver
sation and grammar techniques. Re
laxed, enjoyable and I guarantee your 
success In the language.

DAVID 9218187

MOVING AND  
HAULING

INDULGE YOURSELF
Be sensualized by a handsome, young, 
certilied. expert with an unhurried, nur 
luring, deep muscle oil massage, using 
Swedish Acupressure/reflexology 
Pleasing clients is my specially. Late 
nights OK.
ln/$30 Out/negoliable

JOHN 861-0843

Blonde/Blue Eyed Yng Man 
Mascu. Hard Tan Body 

Full Nude Erotic Massage
RON 775-7057

45/ln 60/out
•« EROTIC MASSAGE»-

Hardworking — Good looking — Stress 
reducing — Safe — Perfect for men on 
the go. 1st class, clean apartment, 
fireplace, loving hands to revitalize mind, 
body, spirit, S’l l ”, 160 lbs., brown, green, 
.smooth, uncut.

Joe 348-2921 9-5
_____  For Men Only

BERKELEY MASSEUR
For Health or Hedonism — Strong, 
nurturing, and athletic. I am ex
perienced in Swedish and deep 
tissue massage and Jin Shin Do 
acupressure. Near BART, my table 
also travels. Available: Fri, Sat, Sun 
10-10: student discounts, free hugs 
GLENN AUSTIN. CMT 841-6753

LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW
Say you saw it in the Senlinel

AFFORDABLE MOVING 
AND HAULING

• Small moves
• Deliveries
• Hauling to dump
• Large furniture and appliances OK

Jason 821-3574

EXCELLENCE
Take a Load Off! 

Sensual Nude Massage 
Peter 864-S483
TED HEPPERLE, C.M.T.

Let me handle "the work"! Lie back and 
relax while I apply a massage treat
ment that will send your heart soaring. 
And when you leave, your worries will 
wait because you’ll have better things 
to do with your lime after feeling re
freshed and revitalized.

415/626-1925

NOW IS THE TIME 
FOR YOU

BE GOOD TO YOURSELF 
WITH

MASSAGE
(Lie. #9739) ROBERT 626-0667

Continued on next page

"When you have to 
be sure that your move 

is righ t"

9 2 »

Specialists in 
office & households 
Licensed A Insured

CAL. T ft 142874

J
G r a n n y ’s

M overs

EST 1973
CatPuCT 1 AOJOS

VISA •  MA8TERCHARGE
LOWEST LEGAL RATES

HOUSEHOLD •  OFFICE 
MOVING 8 STORAGE

5 6 7 -6 1 6 6

FRESH START
BANKRUPTCY SERVICE

1304 CASTRO - NOE VALLEY

(4151641-7620
_______Flat fee $S5.__________

TAX PREPARATION
and bookkeeping services lor In
dividuals and small businesses. Prompt 
and professional service. Castro area 
location. By appointment only. Licens

ed tax preparer.
Ron Shelly Accounting Service* 

861-1019

A N N O U N C IN G

976 LADS
MESSAGE NETWORK

. The in te lligen t way to 
meet new  buddies

■ 24 hour service
• Messages change 3 

times a day
■ Your personal 

message FREE

HOT
TALK

ONE ON ONE 

PRIVATE CONVERSATION 

SNARE YOUR FANTASIES 

YOU

MAKE THE CONNECTION

408 *  415 *  213 *  818

976-885582.00 *  toll, W 8RY. Mutt be m e t  18.



SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
MASSAGE
Continued from previous pege

LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW
Say you saw itin the Sentinel

MAGNIFICENT MASSAGE
Experienced massage the ra p is t 
sedulates his skills tor stress, sports, 
salubrity or sensuality, employing 
eclectic expertise to enhance effectual 
emendation according to individuai is- 
suants! East Bay. Greg. 547-t364.

G E N U IN E  M A S S A G E
Professional Swedish Massage 
for men, by strong, handsome 
bodyworker. Mark 282-8963 

9 - 9 daily
Body Electric Graduate

RELAX IN SAN JOSE!
Be pampered! Treat yourself to a 
full body Swedish massage in 
private by warm and caring 
qua lified  masseur. Reduces; 
fatigue, stress and tension. Also 
feels great! Shower available. 
Perfect for the man on the go! 24 
hour service. $25 — t hour in call. In 
the mood? Call now! Same day ap
pointments available. Anthony.

(408) 288-6169________

★  ★  861-1362 ★  ★
A sensual Swedlsh/Esalen massage Is 
given by a handsome young masseur 
with strong hands. Call Alex, anytime 
you want it. $40 ln/$50 out. Discount to 
PWAs.

DEEP MUSCLE 
MASSAGE

by exceptionally handsome young 
student. Very clean cut & friendly.

MATT 431-9080

CODE WORD: 
EXCELLENCE

Enjoy complete, sensual, Swed- 
ish/Shiatsu bodywork with a caring 
masseur. Available days and some 
evenings. In call and out. Peter, 3t. 6'2". 
180.

864-5483
STUDENT MASSEUR -

Who's young but knows what he’s do
ing. Also teaches at Body Electric.

Richard 668-8309________

HOT NORDIC

★  ★  861-1362 ★ ★
A sensual Swedlsh/Esalen massage is 
given by a handsome young masseur, 
with strong hands. Call Alex, anytime you 
want It. $40 ln/$50 out. Discount to 
PWAs.

MIKE
Offers a 70 minute oil massage In 
the nude. Plus a complete erotic 
ending. Handsome, masculine with 
a beautiful athletic build. 6', 165, 34 
years, experienced and friendly, all 
ages welcome.

$45 IN. $60 OUT.
863-6947___________

RELAX WITH LLOYD
Contra Costa Co.—East Bay. Enjoy a 
relaxing Swedlsh/Esalen massage In ' 
the comfort of your own home by a 
nice-looking warm man with healing 
hands. $35 — 90 mins. Concord.

(415) 689-7764

I I I  J  I

SPECIAL

Physical Attraction
HAVE FUN

Great Nude Massage

I om Q V-Hondsomc Nordic Mon 
SuJimmer, 88 8" Cut 8lof)de/8lu 

6 ' 185. CspecioSy Like Small, 
Cute Asian S Latin Vng Men.

931-326350/oot 24 hrs

Relaxing, sumptuous, fu ll-body 
massage. Luxurious, non-hurried, nur
turing session $30.00. M-F, 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Sa & Su, noon to 10 p.m. Certified 
massage therapist through Body Elec
tric School of Massage. In Potrero Hill. 

BRUCE 2M-687D
H O T  PUEFITO R IC A N  M A S S E U R

► REVITALIZING EFFECT -d
6 4 7 -4 4 2 3

PAMPER YOURSELF
Complete, full body, massage, com
bining deep tissue, Swedish and 
Shiatsu techniques. Relax and en
joy a healing, revitalizing massage 
by a sensitive, loving man. Rejuven
ate your mind, body and spirit. 
Michael, 6’D', Brn/Brh, mustache, 
155 lbs.. Cole Valley.

7534)687 ______

R o b e rt. 29, n ice  
h a iry  b road  chest 
sem i-sm ooth  b o d y  

6 '1" 200 lbs. m uscular
B O D Y B U I L D E R

E ro tic  massage
H U N G  9 ' '  T H I C K

9 21 -0965  In o r O u t
★  $25-Hot A thlete. Hung n ic e #  

• ftB il l 441-1054 Massage, etc. a  t

LONGING FOR
a satisfying legitimate massage? Try 
the experienced hands of a certified, 
Esalen-trained professional. Indulge 
yourself in a fantastic full-body 
massage at my 17th St. studio near 
Dolores and BART. Leave message.

Roy 621-1302

ORIENTAL FULL-BODY MASSAGE
Nude. Young. Smooth. Good-looking. 
Oriental full-body masseur. Complete. 
Relaxed. All ages welcome. In/out. Travel 
Bay Area. 24 hours.

BOB 387-1192
A NATURAL MAN

Gives ah erotic massage 
Hndsm, muse, maculine, hung. 
Strong but sensitive, healthy. 

Andy 24 hrs.
(41S)664«>97

ONE OF LIFE’S REWARDS 
A healing massage blending, 
strength and sensitirity. I am a cer
tified Swedleh/Shlatsu bodyworker 
with an Intuitive and nurturing 
touch. My style combines gentle 
and deep work In a flowing 
massage to release tension, ease 
discomfort and balance energy.

90 minutes. $35. Castro location 
DAVID BLUMBERQ 

___________ 5624)473___________

* ITS YOUR 
I FANTASY

FO R A
REVEALING 8" x IO "  

FUN PA K  OF FIVE  
FABULOUS GUYS
Send $10.00 plus 654 tax to 

Ramrod Enterprises 
211 Broadway. Sulla 11B 
Sants Monica. CA 90401 

or lust writs to Dick and gal 
AUTOGRAPHED  
HOTO...FREE!

DOWNTOWN MASSAGE
Whether visiting SF, or it you already livi- 
neie you re m lor Ihe massage o( your 
life Exquisite massage by caring young 
college studenl. Excellent location; two 
blocks from Union Square

4414224 FRANK
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

Relax on a plushly padded table 
and have your tensions eased away. 
Massage tailored to your needs; I 
listen to your body. Certified 
Swedish-Easlen; non-sexual.

$25/hr. In only.
Jell 759-6424

FOR YOUR WELL-BEING
• Ionic Bath
• Energy Balancing
• Acupressure
• Swedlsh/Esalen

$35/90 min. session 
Non-sexual 

MARC 863-1765

SWEDISH MASSAGE
Feel good about your body! Enjoy 
90 mln. oil massage In my Berkeley 
office. Graduate of Body Electric 
School of Massage. $35.00. Non- 
sexual.

Steve 689-3472

A w n H *  c ita r ti *1 $2 .M  «rtll fei feWiA to foor 
to ta fiw M . No craAH eanh m t n u n  You most 
M  f t  i M t t l l  y tara of h *  to rIm o  tMs eoli.

SHIATSU CERTIFIED
Great massage for men who work out 
by In-shape man.
$30/hr 10a-10p

Rick 752-0467
WHEN YOU’RE READY 

TO MELT
I give a remarkable Swedlsh/Esalen oil 
massage, but what my regulars love 
best Is the teal I have for their chakras. 
18th & Noe. Certified. Only $30. Jim. 

864-2430

RELAX IN CLASS
A RELAXING MASSAGE
by a handsome, masculine blonde 

6', 190, beautifully nude 
muscular body, summer tan 

Firm, Erotic Swedish Massage 
Massae* Lotion & Table. Hard to Beat It

$45ln/$60Out 75 min.
Mike 931-0149 24 hrs.
BEST MASSAGE OF YOUR LIFE

The best massage of your life by pro
fessional, certified masseur, seven 
years experience. Sensitive, caring, 
very handsome hunk relaxes your body 
— mind — spirit. Specializes In deep, 
firm, hot-oil Swedish massage. A gift to 
yourself. Castro Area. 9 am-9 pm. week
days and weekends.
WILUAM 626-6210 PWAswsIcoms

AMMA MASSAGE
Traditional Japanese bodywork 
This acupressure style massage 
uses no oil and Is highly efiective in 
reducing physical and emotional 
stress. Treat yourself! Certified. 75 
.■ninules, $25. non-sexual.

John 626-1569

ir <tSAN JOSE 
SAN JOSE i:r -Cr

Young, strong, professional certified 
masseur. Trained in Swedish, Shiatsu & 
polarity massage. Late hour calls and 
checks OK. Let my strong hands give 
you the best massage In San Jose. Call 
Geno.

(406) 356-7384

E. BAY MASSEUR
Receive a strong yet sensitive 
massage from a skilled athletic 
masseur. Experience Swedish, acu
pressure and Shiatsu. By appt. 
C.M.T. $25 ln/$3S out. Non-sexual. 

832-3024 Dalton

SOMETHING SPECIAL
Indulge yourself in a warm oil massage 
In an environment of soothing music, 
warmth, positive energy. Majority 
repeat their visits, so try for yourself. 
Spend 75 minutes on my massage table 
easing tensions and being cared lor. 
Haight location. $30” .

STEPHEN 666-9318

REVITALIZING
BODYWORK:

by skilled, loving, athletic masseur. 
From the sensuality of Swedish to 
the meditSftion of acupressure. -1' 
help you to experience the vitality 
that Is your birthright. When you 
want massage with feeling — 
Glenn, CMT 841-8753, Berkeley. PM 
& weekends. ______

FULL BODY MASSAGE
Done by experienced Massage 
Therapist In Oakland Call alter 4;30 pm.. 

Foes; $25/hr. $35/1 Vi hrs.
MARK 261-3319

EXCEPTIONALLY
HANDSOME

Masseur, straight appearance 
Prolessional, clean-cut young man. 30, 
athletic. I will massage you In the nude 

on my massage table tor 1 hr
$35/ln, $45/Out.

NICK 771-6731
Continued on pege 34
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SENTINEL CLASSIFIEDS
MASSAGE
Continued from page 32

TOM
ADVENTURESOME
Built tight, muscular & hung. 

Very friendly gentlemen 
over 30 preferred. 

Sensual massage in the buff. 
$45 in $60 out 24 hrs.

567-4572
ALL THE EXTRAS

Sensual massage by well-hung, 25 y o 
■n Fillmore/Haight. Friendly, pleasing, 
expert on backs and buns. In/out. 
Special early bird rates available. Maior 
hotels O.K
_____  J.J. 979-5740__________

TRIP TO ECSTASY!
Come to my massage! Full body — 
buns & legs my specialty! Hot man 6 ’ 
160#. Br/8r, moust. Call Russ anytime. 
In/out *40/50. add *5.00 lor VISA/MC. 
647-0944, Try me!

LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW
Say you saw It in the Sentinel

ASIAN MASSEUR
Young, athletic Aslan gives excellent 
Shiatsu massage. 23 years old, clean & 
discreet. Special rate for younger rrten. 

921-0870

MODELS & 
ESCORTS

★  DONKEY ★
★  ★  DICK ★  ★

N o  B .S .!  H u g e ,  lo n g  t h ic k  
to o l  w i t h  b ig ,  s h a v e d  lo w  
h a n g e r s  s w in g in g  h e a v y  
f r o m  h e a l t h y ,  h u n k y  b o d y .  
3 2 , h o t  a n d  e x t r e m e ly  h a n d 
s o m e ,  b ig  n ip p le s  

W h e n  y o u  w a n t  th e  b e s t .

★  ★  MATT ★  ★
★  (415) 567-6625 ★

★  THE BOYS ARE HERE ★
Name your type. 18 and over. We have 
your companion. Hourly — daily rates. 
Call early lor best availability. 10 am - 3 
am.

221-5858

C O V E R  M A N
Scott: 26. 5'10", 160 lbs. 44 "C, 

(Hairy), 30" W. Brown Hair. 
Green Eyes, Available 24 hrs 

SF. Easi Bay. South Bay 
R IC H A R D O F S .F . 821-3457

LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW.
Say you saw it in the Sentinel.

CHOCOLATE OELIQHT
Handsome buck, 25, 6 0", 195, 
masculine, smooth round buns, hung, 
8", avail for evenings and days, dinner, 
tun, dates and more. Versatile. Excellent 
deep french. Call for est. In/Out. 
863-5702. Rob.

MAN
5'8Vi', 150 lbs.. It. brn./hzl, 24, nice 
pecs, hot buns. Safe, hot, tun. In
telligent and discreet.

621-8381
Available for fantasies, conversation, 
dates, massage, warmth, special occa
sions, a n d ...

FOR PLAY

MOUNTAIN OF MUSCLE ,
MONTANA 6. 205 48 "C |

Cornoe; ! V“ bodv b j'cinr , 
'9 if'ns -"itivy ;

NO 'A^-^OOS
Richard of S.F 821 3457

VIRILE SEXY ITALIAN
Hot handsome, rockhard muscles & 
athletic legs Versatile, healthy, very 
defined tall Marine type

a n y t im e . n o  b s .
DAN (415)753-8604

FREE I Guaranteed Connection 2.A- hours a day.

(415) 5 9 1 -6 6 5 5
Great Looking Guys. If  busy call 
1415) 976-MATCH (976-6282)

D1C11AQD
OF SAN FRANCISCO

( 415) 821-3457
M H S T  \  P O M L V .  ‘S ’

S t % (  F ;%I T M
S A N  F H A N l. J S C C  b  f- " “Û
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IT CAN HAPPEN T H IS  W EEK IN 
THE SE N TIN E L PERSONALS

We’re Looking For A 
Few Good Men.

X'lODELS C O V P.A ,V /p\S  
R IC H A R D  OF SF 

8 2 1 -3457

HUNKY SWED
Hairy, masc.. hung, big hangers 63", 
195 lbs., bln/blu, round the clock action 

AXEL 883-0252

New ' GUY NEXT DOOR

/  L A Y  B A C K  
FRENCH PASSIVE
814 EXTRA THICK CUT
Handsom«, Claan-Shavan 

Boyish Good Looks 
6 'r .  160. 26  yrs.

MIKE 6 6 4 -2 0 5 7  
Ptgsr 896-7815 Iw ittr your phorw f ) 

festeet-beek

 ̂ R IC H A R D  OF SF

AKA:
SEXY STUD

6 ' 175 lbs B R N /B L U  W A S H 
B O A R D . V e ry  h a n d s o m e  
s tu d e n t w ith  a tigh t w e ll- 
d e fin e d  m u s c u la r bu ild  and  
a  T R U E , th ic k , s exy  n in e  in
c h e s !

$100 In/Out
864-0656

• College Jock • 
L u k e : W a rm , s in c e re ,  

f r ie n d ly ,  e n g a g in g  s m ile  
2 4  H o u r s  W e e k e n d s

R i c h a r d o f S . F .  821-3457 NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

THREE MINUTES OF UN
CENSORED CONVERSATION 

WITH UP TO SIX GAY MEN 
CALLING AT RANDOM. FULFILL 

YOUR FANTASIES, MAKE 
CONNECTIONS, TALK, LISTEN 

OR ROMANCE
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