
mcitlachin«'

S A N F R A N C I S C O

OCTOBER 1951
4 1 s t  ISSÜÏ 

A R E A  C O U N C I L



MEMBERSHIP IN THE MATTACHINE SOCIETY

Inquiries are made as to how membership is ob
tainable in the Mattachine Society. Application 
for this purpose is made to any of the officers 
of the San FYancisco Area Council. Before the 
applicant is considered for membership (at the 
-̂Bonthly business meetings of the Area Council)___
the applicant should be known by the various 
members of the Council as well as know something 
of the projects done by the local group; such as 
the work on the Mattachine Review^ and other pub
lications; monthly public discussion groupsj 
other social activities, etc. Therefore, for 
those seriously interested in aiding the Society 
by becoming members, it is advisable to contact a 
member of the Area Council.to discuss the plan. 
Our office telephone is EX 7-0773 Or write to us 
at 693 Mission Street, Room 307? Can Francisco.

At the monthly public discussion groups, held 
at the Friend's Center, I83O Sutter Street, all 
the Area Council officers attend regularly. We 
attempt to meet all newcomers and give any infor
mation desired by him. However, it is often im
possible to meet everyone who attends - if you 
have been neglected you have our apology. If 
at any of the meetings you wish to discuss any
thing with a member or an officer, please feel 
free to button-hole him.

With this issue of the Newsletter, and on each 
succeeding issue, we will be printing it on a Multi- 
lith printing machine, which will give much better 
reproduction than the former method of mimeographing 
the newsletter. We feel sure you'll. appreciate the 
change as much as we do.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION MEETING
Dr. Alfred Auerback spoke at the Friend's Center, 

18 30 Sutter Street, September 6, 19^6, before an audi
ence of some fifty people. This meeting was one of the 
regularly scheduled monthly public discussion gi-ouj-'S 
sponsored by the San Francisco Chapter of the Matta
chine Society,

Dr. Auerback is Chairman of the Committee on Mental 
Health of the California Medical Association and Assist- 

~ant Clinical Professor oT Psj/chialry at the Univorsity 
of California. He began his discussion of "A Psychia-
trist Looks at Sex Deviation," with a brief historical
summary of the incidence of homosexuality from early 
cultures up to and including the present one. He rela
ted some of the high points that homosexuality reached 
as a cultural value in some societies, such as the brief 
Grecian epoch.

Continuing, the speaker delved into some of the cur
rent feelings about homosexuality; the abilities and 
limitations of psychiatry to help t±ie maladjusted homo- 
phile; some of the problems that may beset tie homophile, 
such as the difficulty of suitable meeting places, etc. 
As to a working definition of causative factors or the 
causitive factor - it's still anybody's guess. Each 
theory has it's particular applicability, but rarely 
will two people agree to the particular causes of this 
phenomena. One may as well seek the cause of his het
erosexuality, There arc numerous justifications for
each form of sexuality. It appears that both sides ---
heterosexual and homosexual-fire equally far from reach
ing that neutrality which will accept all facets of sex 
as distinct and interesting possibilities within the 
human being. Each side conforms tb its own canpulsions- 
for it is a compulsion to rigidly follow and adhere to 
one line of action when others are available and inter
esting - despite the justifications. To realize fully 
the fact that all these directions are available and



that each person is able to'experience -what either side 
offers is Tijhat is necessary. Of course this points to 
the excessive limitations and strictures that each of us 
live within, and how little of life we really live.

ihe speaker reported an instance of homosexuality 
occurring in one of identical twins. The twins were 
separated at birth forttepurpose of distinction by hav
ing one wear blue clothing and the other pink; the one 
who was dressed in pink later became homophilically in
clined - but was aided in this by becoming a "mother's 
boy" and other acts such as the death of his sister when 
-dte—  donnedr— her clothing— in an attempt to assuage the 
mother's grief.

A question and answer period came after Dr. Auerback's 
speech - followed by coffee and a general discussion.
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Readers of a San Francisco paper were recently fas
cinated to note an apartments shared ad being run by 
a "cultured, discriminating businessman" advertising 
for a like partner who "must be a Bennington graduate." 
It ran for a week before being abruptly withdrawn. 
Someone on the paper had remembered Bennington is a 
girls' school. . . .The most Charming Epistle of the 
l8th Century, Benjamin Franklin's "Letter of Advice to 
a Young Ikin on Choosing a Mistress." Among other 
things, the Founding Father states; "...you should pre
fer old women to young ones..because through more exper
ience they are more prudent and discreet in conducting 
an Intrigue to prevent Susoicion. The Commerce with 
them is therefore safer with regard to your Reputation, 
and with regard to theirs. If the Affair should happen 
to be known, considerate People might be inclined to 
excuse an old Woman, who would kindly take care of a 
young Man, form his manners by her Counsel, and pre
vent his ruining his Health and Fortune among mercen
ary Prostitutes. lastly. They are grateful.'".....
Recommended; 'Ihe short story "Inquisition" in the 
June-July issue of One_. Despite vihat some readers 
might think, it is based on grim actuality, as those 
who have read the reports about the mis-use of lier 
detectqhs know. 'Iho rest of the magazine is also
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of high quality... As persons familiar with the 
Broadway scene know, the person best known in Will 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter? is Jayne Mansfield, not 
because she has a good publicity agent but because 
she's willing to pose for cheesecake for photogs 
anytime, any place, any occasion. "After all your 
years in the theater," one veteran trouper in the 
cast was asked, "How does it feel to owe your con
tinued employment to an out-size bosom?" "Well, it's 
a job and a good one," he answered. "Anyway," he add
ed, "it's in a great theatrical tradition."
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It is not generally“ realized, but we humans pattern 
ourselves and our behavior according to the concepts 
held up to us of the way the sort of people we think 
we are should behave. These concepts, or archet3rpes, 
come to us from a variety of sources; the home, school, 
and popular beliefs as embodied in art-forms being 
among the main ones. The films also profoundly influ
ence persons in these behavior-patterns. Rodney Gar
land, the psychiatrist, points out time and time again 
in his The Heart in Exile, a book which every homo- 
phile ought to read at least once, how the people who 
came to him suffered very genuine grief and sorrow, 
but expressed it in words and motions similar to 
those with which they had seen such things portrayed 
on the screen.

At present, the only art form which makes any real 
attempt to deal with the hom.ophile is fictional and 
non-fictional literature. Consequently, this especial 
form assumes an exaggerated inportance in the lives 
of such people, which it might not if there were less 
of a general ban upon artistic treatment of the subject

The short story "Astrological Fricassee" in the 
anthology Nights of Love and Laughter by Henry Miller, 
now being issued in pocket book form is one example of 
such influence. Miller is one of the greatest iirriters



may well be thoroughly experienced and corrpletely 
aware of what he is doing. Worse stilly is the fact 
that the few such cases that occur in the homopldLic 
world and by some mischance become known in the heter- 
ophilic one are cited as exairples of the frequently 
repeated charge that homophiles are "corrupters of 
the young" and that "we must protect our youth."

The appearance, therefore, of such as story as Nor
man Mailer’s new novel Ihe Deer Park gives one hope 
that possibly the dawn of a new era is commencing.
The one homosexual character is only a minor one. But 
at least he is a recognizable human being with a few 
sparks of decency to him.' He is neither a delicately 
fragile soul who is "crushed by a world too strong for 
him" nor an emotionally immature nerson who seeks ex
clusively what is termed in certain circles a "mad" 
existence. He is seen as an individual rather than a 
type, and his personality rather than his sexual ten
dency are Mailer's main concern.

The novel itself is extremely readable and seems to 
be almost exclusively populated by persons totally de
void of sincerity, honesty and ethics. There is also 
one semi-criminal who is strongly similar to Dostoyev
sky's fallen angels who seek the bad because of their 
devotion to the good, as well as a number of vivid 
sexual episodes that ought to interest those readers 
who want to relax.

Oddly enough, the story ultimately works out to a 
highly moral conclusion, but one that scorns what some 
Puritans called "the filthy rags of righteousness."
The total effect of the novel is to give one the be
lief that Mr. Mailer is a born story-teller of very 
great potentialities. The fact also that a novelist 
of such note should deal so objectively with the ho- 
mophile augurs the coming of a time when a finer type 
of archetype will be held up to the homophile for him 
to model himself upon.
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of today. It is a supreme tragedy that Anglo-Saxon 
prudery prevents his most important novels from being 
published in this country. However, excellently writ
ten though the story is, the homophilic reader cannot, 
help but deplore it as a perpetuation of an over-exag
gerated emphasis upon certain aspects of homophilic 
life.

This would not be so regrettable, were it not for 
the fact that the public accepts these portrayals as 
the last word of truth about such people. Worse still, 
there are actually homophiles who sincerely believe 
that the artificial, unstable and affected mode of 
existence described by him is what the authentic ho-
Hffiophilic life consists of.— It is what they regard______
themselves as living, it is what they occupy their 
main thoughts with, and it is what they delight in 
the most. Even more -unfortunately, there are persons 
vdio are persuaded by this propaganda to cultivate flam- 
buoyant and extreme mannerisms and behavior-patterns, 
and Tfih.0 regard all homophiles who do not behave thus 
when away from the heterophile world as hypocrites 
and putting on airs, because they honestly believe 
that such exaggerated, restlessly unstable behavior 
is the way all homophiles would be were they to let 
themselves "go.

The short story "The Innocent Flesh" in the Bantam 
Book anthology new cairpus writing is equally repug
nant to homophilic minds. In this case, the central 
theme is paedophilia, the love of young boys by a ma
ture man. Most heterophilic reviewers would term -the 
story "sensitively handled" and "delicately probing." 
However, for the homophile the subject can only have 
extremely distressing associations.

Paedophilia is usually regarded as originating from 
an incapacity to experience emotional relationships 
with persons existing on one's ovm level of maturity, 
though no two cases are exactly alike, of course. It 
is usually compulsive rather than a matter of consc
ious choice, and has little to do with the goodness 
or badness of the person, when he is evaluated in terms 
of what ’’.e is as an individual rather than his habit.

The only trouble is that it is illegal, and a far 
more serious offense than homophilic relationships with 
consenting adults, even though the juvenile partner
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OCTOBER
. h Public Discussion !beting, Rriend's Center

c 18 30 Sutter Streetj 8 p. ra. i

ir Speaker: Ken Zwerin, Subject: Recent Tour
' of Europe Ml

lU ilattachine Brunch, l560A Haight St. 11 til 2
22 Fellowship Dinner (tiire and nlace announced “1

? later)
1 25 lonthly Business i'eeting - members, 8 p.
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1 Public Discussion F.eeting, Friend’s Center 
1830 Sutter Street, 8 p. rr.

11 Brunch (to be announced later)
! 19
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Fellowship Dinner (to be annoimced later) 
Ponthly Bi^siness î.-eeting - rnembers, 8 p. n.
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