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NINTH YEAR AHEAD
H

U N  ED ITO R IAL)
Five yeors ago In L e i Angelei, a prom

inent Southern Californio psychlatrlit od- 
droned o convention banquet of the Mott- 
ochine Society and odvlied members ond 
leodere of the organixotlon to regord them
selves os parents of a baby new to the 
social scene, but one who could, nevor- 
tholoss, grow up to be o "useful citizen 
roBpoctod by society, or a renogode which 
society w ill never occopt."

At the Hme, the Mottachlne ideo was o 
little  over three yeors old. It  hod pro
gressed through o turbulent development 
In semi-secrecy os the MattOchlne Foun- 
dotlon, coming forth os the hopeful broln- 
chlld of o group of some seven or eight 
loodorswho possessed dynomic loodorshlp 
and erganlsotlonol ab ility . It had sesn In* 
forest surge over the sprawling Southern 
Californio metropolis, then up to the 
Son Francisco Boy region, and hod w it
nessed serious questioning from those who 
boliovod In this Mottachlne Ideo, because 
the newcomers didn't know who was be
hind the movement ond why. (Senate Invos- 
Hgotlons wero in vogue then.) Pressure 
from the growing mombership demonded o 
democrotfc, chartered organixotlon, duly 
constituted and with leaders who were 
known. Thus the Mottachlne Society be
come the formal ergonlsctlon which re
placed the previously chartered Foundotion.

Today the Society hos spread with smoll 
units located across the notion, but its 
membership total Is still under 200. 
Nonetheless I t  hos mode Important strides 
in odueotfonol publlcotlens, discussion 
forums, Individuol counseling, legol os-

sistonce and social services for the pub
lic that hove reached many thousands of 
parsons. This oehievement hos been 
attolned without fanfare. Although net sec
ret In any sense, the organization has suc
cessfully avoided sensational publicity.

Over the Labor Day weekend this year. 
The Mottochine Society, Inc., has sche
duled Its Fifth Annual Convention In New 
York City. With a day-long session of for
ums and addresses from experts «rhose 
professional work Is directly concerned 
with problems of varied sexual behavior, 
and with on annuol business meeting at 
which the membership heord reports of tho 
five operating departments of tho Society, 
Another milestone has been reached by 
this unique organization, —o milestone 
which closely marks the beginning of the 
Society's ninth yeor of oxistenco from the 
days of tho Initlol concept of the Motta- 
ehine Idea.

Every year sees an evolving ond a more 
complete definition of this Idea. While 
this Idea attacks ancient antl-sexuol 
attitudes that are still prevalent In West
ern cultures. It  nevertheless declares that 
the concept of homosexuality os o disease 
Is unacceptable; rather, it holds that this 
behavior orientation is one of the pheno- 
mena of noture, ond one which society os 
yet hos been unable to understood ond 
loath to permit those whose personalities 
fall Into this category to make their fullest 
contribution for mankind.

This results in wasted human lives, 
tragedy ond unhoppiness which society 
con III afford. And this Is the very enigma 
Mottochino is seeking to solve.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Notice of chonge of oddresi should be sent not 
less than two weeks prior to the dote change 
becomes .effective. Send the oddress ot which 
copies are now being received and the new 
oddress at which you wish to receive copies.



BY CURTIS DEWEES (CONCLUDED FROM AUGUST ISSUE)

On the Suppression of

Homosexual Literature
The NODL refuses to make public its criteria for declaring a book obscene, 

nor does it make piblic the names of the persons who make the decisions 
about which books will be placed on the list.

Some books on homoseicual subjects that are currently being suppressed 
are:

The Conformist, by Alberto Moravia; Finistère, by Fritz Peters; The Heart 
in Exile, by Rodney Garland; Look Down In Alercy, by Walter Baxter; 
The Sling and the Arrow, by Stuart Engstrand; The 'Veil of loneliness, by 
Radclyffe Hall. This by no means exhausts the list of banned homosexual 
books. This merely represents some of the better known novels on this sub
ject.

With respect to libraries, librarians claim that since they operate on a lim
ited budget, they must exercise a certain amount of selection and must there
fore "buy only those books which are the most wholesome.” (CJuoted from 
To The Pure, by Ernst & Seagle; in The Censorship of Books, edited by 
Walter Vf. Daniels, p. 186.

This almost immediately eliminates most books which would come under a 
questionable and controversial category like homosexuality. But many times 
it is not just "selection”  which keeps books on homosexuality out of the 
libraries. The personal tastes and views of the librarian come into play. 
And each public library has its board, and many of the boards, representing 
some of the most conservative elements of society, naintain a tight control 
on what types of books are bought by a library.

Vfost censors would agree that books —at least novels— treating of homo
sexuality automatically fall into the category of the obscene. However, to 
define "obscene” in a meaningful way has been a notoriously difficult task. 
Judge Curtis Bok, of PhiladelpAiia has said that, "to come to grips with the 
question of obscenity is like coning to grips with a greased pig.” Quoted 
from The Right to Read, by Paul Blanshard, published by Beacon Press, 
Boston, p. 148.

In the Roth decision (June 1956), the Siçreme Ci)urt set up a new legal 
definition of obscenity, ruling that the standard is "whether to the average indi*



vidual, applying contemporary community standards, the dominant theme of 
the material taken as a whole appeals to pturiant interests.

The difficulty for the censors is that "obscenity” is not defined so that 
there is  always a dear-cut distinction between that which is obscene and 
that which is not. An objective definition would act as a yardsuck, so that 
one could declare a book obscene every time certain four-letter words are used 
for instance. But as the Judges of the Supreme Court know, what is obscene' 
to one person is not obscene to another, or further, what is considered 
obscene in one community is not so in anodier. "Obscenity,” as D.H. 
Lawrence p>inted out, " is  what is currently considered lascivious, sinful 
etc., by the majority, and since our attitudes toward sex are rapidly under
going change, what -is obscene one decade may be quite acceptable the next.

By using a nationally distributed list, censors are in a sense using an 
objective or absolute standard. TTiese lists are probably selected according 
to some vague intending definition of obscenity which seems naturaUy col
lect to the compilers. But their own social and cultural background is merely 
reflected in the definition. While the censors pretend to be following the legal 
and relative definition of obscenity in pointing out the effects of reading 
"obscene”  literature, they are in actuality using another defintion-one 
which they use in an absolute manner. The censors find around them the 
"effects” -inmorality and crime, and point to the "causes” -  books which 
meet their rigid definition of obscenity. Thus the courts seem to be using 
a relative defiiition of obscenity while censors are for the most part usingan 
abolute one.

For many years the "isolated passage” theory of censorship was in oper
ation. If a book contained a single sentence which was considered obscene, 
the whole book was declared obscene. This trend was reversed in the now- 
famous "Ulysses Case” in 1933. After Ulysses was declared not obscene, 
books were considered obscene only if *on the whole, they tended to arouse 
prurient interests. Psychologist S.E. Asch has conducted studies which dem
onstrate that the "practice of isolating 'offensive language’ from its context 
does rot correspond to the actual run of experience of readers.” (The Free
dom to Read, by Richard^McKeon, Robert K. Merton and Walter Gellhom, pub
lished by R.R. Bowker Co., New York. p. 73*)

Having discussed some of the methods of censorship employed to ferret out 
obscene literature, let us consider the assumptions which censors use in 
their efforts to prevent circulation of "undesirable” books. Most censors use 
the argument that anything must be suppressed which direatens the existing 
form of government, or the social order, or any desirable social institution. 
It is quite obvious -to  the m nds of the censors- thai homosexuality consti
tutes a direct threat to quite a few of the established social institutions. For 
homosexuality is considered a gross imnorality and as such is coiniletely

contrary to acceptable social practice, and anyone committing homosexual 
acts is  also breaking a law of the land.

Iherefore one of the focal points in the argument for cens«ship in that 
obscenity will deprave and cornet minds open to immoral influences. This 
argument was used as late as May 19, 1958 in the U.S. House of Representa
tives, where a bill was up to tighten controls on mailing of pornography and 
increase maximum penalties fcir violators. Stated one of the bill’s defenders, 
"Few things contribute more to moral degeneration than the lewd and obscene 
literature and other filth which flows freely through our mails directly to our 
young people or by way of magazine stands and corner drugstores.” (Congres- 
man Keating (R), New York; in the Congressional Record for May 19,1958.) 
This bill was passed in the House.

If it can be shown that there is no reliable empirical evidence for the cor
relation between reading so-called immoral literature and immorality, or fur
ther, if it can be showm that no direct correlation exists, then the chief argu
ment for censorship becomes invalid.

Arguments Against The Censors

Freedom of speech and the press and the right to assemble are guaranteed 
by the First Amendment to the Constitution. However, freedom of the press 
does not extend to pornography, which is what the censors say they are deal
ing with. The censors have to be shown, time after time, that what they are 
calling obscene is not considered obscene by most people at aU.

Each person in this country is free to choose which books he wishes not 
to read. He may read no books at all, or only books dealing with God, mother
hood o r country. But censors wish to impose their stan.i.dds of reading on 
everyone who reads. In cleaning up newsstands, drugstores, and libraries, 
the censors maintain that they are protecting the young. Yet they are denying 
adults the rigfrt to read literature written for adults in the first place. They 
would allow everyone to read only what they think a 12 year old should read. 
For they invariably use the argument; "would you allow your 12 year old 
daughter to read this.’ ”

In their eagerness to clean up smut, the vigilantes are missing what every
one instantly recognizes as pornographic: literature and pictures of this type 
never find their way to newsstands or other public selling points. It is quite 
obvious diat what the censors call 'pornographic’ would never be questioned 
by many responsible people as being obscene. Therefore while their fruidess 
efforts are being made to wipe out "smit” , the real traffic in pornographic 
material continues its metry subterranean existence.

As the authors of The FtwAum to Read point out, the history of past eff- 
fotts at censorship prove that no censorship is effective for any lentth of time. 
Knowledge that something is forbidden only enhances its attraction, as the



Garden of Eden story so effectively illustrates. It seems to be indigenous to 
hun^n nature to give vent to its curiosity and to go on expanding its area of 
interest and study.
” But you still haven’t answered our fundamental claim that reading immoral 
books leads to inmoral acts,” say the censors. So let us, therefore, examine 
this aspect of the question. The authors of The Freedom to Read point out 
that "since censors ordinalily assume characteristic responses to the books 
they would ban, it w uld be' instructive to learn whether readers of these 
books do in fact perceive the content of the book in the fashion in whiA the 
censors claim.”  (The Freedom to Read, p. 74). Judge Bok stated that it is 
inpossible to say just what his (the average modem reader’s) reactions to a
txx>k actually are.** {The Right to Re^d, p- 149*)

In view of the extreme difficulty in running an e3q>eriment on what reading 
does to people, few, if any, large scale studies of this have ever been done. 
Therefore, the censors have no empirical evidence on which to base their 
statements.

Moreover, many sociologists and psychiatrists have come to take the view 
of Dr. Benjamin Karpman, who says, "contrary to popular mi scone epuon, 
people who read salacious literature ate less likely to become sexual offen
ders who than those do not, for the reason that such reading often neutralizes 
what aberrant sexual instinct they may have.” (The Journal of die American
Medical Association, June 23, 1951- )

Robert Lindner, psychoanalyst and author of many books on psychoanalysis 
in a letter to the editor of The Saturday Review stated, " I  am utterly opposed 
to censorship of the written word regardless of the source of such censorship 
of the type of material it is directed against. As a psychoanalyst who has 
had more than a decade of experience with the emotionally disturbed and es
pecially with delinquents, I am convinced of the absurdity of the idea that 
any form of reading matter... can either provoke delinquent criminal be
havior or instruct toward such ends.” He goes on to say, "my own belief is 
that;it is sheer fu^ity  to spend time and effort on attempts at censorship. 1 
am convinced th^w ere  all so-called objectionable books and like material 
to disappear from the face of the earth tomorrow this would in no way affect 
the statistics of crime, delinquincy, amoral and anti-social behavior or per
sonal illness and distress.” (Saturday Review, May 12, 1955-)

Dr. Mandel Sherman, University of Oiicago psychologist, concurs with 
Lindner in this matter. He has pointed out that a child may ascribe his be
havior to a comic book or magazine that he has read, but such explarations 
cannot be considered scientific evidences of causation. The authors of 
The Freedom to Read also remark that it is assumed that no evidence is re
quired to prove that suppressing a book removes a cause of the condition of 
immorality.

Realizing the changing scientific climate of opinion. Judge Bok in his 1949
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ruling attempted to establish the principle that no book should be suppressed 
unless i t  could be deomostrated that there was a clear and present danger of 
the commission of a crime as a result of its publication. Paul Blanchard 
points out that although the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania supported Judge 
Bok on all other parts of his ruling, his reasoning was not supported on the 
above point.

Let us next take a look at present homosexuals for further invalidation of 
the censor’s argument that obscene literature corrupts youth. There are in 
this country today somewhere between 12 and 15 million homosexuals. Let 
each of them ask himself, "DidI become homosexual by reading books or 
magazines on the subject.’ ” I believe the answer will be a universal - NO! 
Most of my readers will realize that homosexual inclinations come about from 
sorrething much more basic in one’s personality, and that one’s personality 
orientation is not changed by the mere reading of books, But what’s just as 
interesting for our purposes is that until recently no such books were avail
able to the general reading public. Whatever many presmt-day homosexuals 
have learned about homosexuality came about either by word of mouth infor- 
.mation, or what they learned from study of their own behavior.

Thus to the argument that the availability of homosexual literature affords 
an opportunity for the sjwead of crime and perversion becomes ineffectual 
when faced wj'ih the fact that the non-availability of such literature does not 
stqj crime not so-called perversion.

Lindner and other authorities agree that to find the causes of anti-social 
and "immoral”  behavior, we must look deeper into our society than the objec
tionable literature. The causes of delinquincy and anti-social behavior lie in 
the family, in the church, the school and other social institutions. It is these 
institutions that have failed in their job of educating the young. It is a mark 
of the censor dat his emphasis is almost always on the symptom and rarely 
on the cause. Whether the majority of the censors rarely visit libraries or buy 
books themselves can certainly be asked, because they have condemned the 
classic literature along with the trash. "The censors seem totally to lack 
faith in the role of parents, the school and the church.”  (The Censorship of 
Books, p. 70.)

Conclusion

Perhaps the reader feels helpless in the face of these all-out attempts to 
keep him from reading about homosexuality. But there are ways in which each 
of us can help stem the tide of censorship. For many years the American Qv- 
il Liberties Union has maintained an active interest in the problems of cen
sorship.'They have helped to get books cleared by the courts in numerous in
stances. I would urge all readers of this article to become members of ACLU. 
Membership costs only $2 yearly, and this is well-spent considering that it 
goes to help keep freedom of the press and speech in our country.

If you live in a city where there is a censorship board or other types of
11
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pressure against the full distribution of reading matter, you can write letters 
disapproving of such boards to the editor of your local newsp»^>er. Fortunately, 
newspapers editors have been sont of our best siçporters for freedom of the 
press, and they are always glad to know that there are a few clear-thinking 
individuals in their community. '

Where you learn of book dealers or other shopkeepers bowing to the pres
s é e  of censoring groups, you should indicate your disapproval and inform 
the score owner that you hope he will not give in to such pressure. For 
those of you who would like to leep abreast of various efforts at censorship 
being^^made, 1 would suggest that you have your name put on the mailing list 
for r t e  Censorship Bulletin, published by the American Book Publishers’ 
Gjuncil, Inc. (American Book Publishers’ Council, Inc., 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N.Y.

Last, but not least, I would urge you to give more support to the: 
Mattachine Society. For as people’s fear and ignorance about homosexuality 
disappear, they will be less eager to prevent discussion about it. As they 
come to know more about homosexuality dirough the educational program 
of the Mattachine Society, they will come to realize that homosexuality is not 
some rare condition or willful sinfulness brought about by reading books and 
magazines which are considered obscene. Thus by helping the Mattachine 
Society to combat ignorance, you are thereby combatting censorship.

In the Open
| J  OGER GELLERT’S Quaint 

Honour (Arts) is the most 
honest and informative play 
about homosexuality that has yet 
been performed in England: or, 
I should guess, anywhere else. 
Without the immunity of a club 
theatre. I doubt whether more than 
ten lines of it would have passed 
the Earl of Scarbrough whose 
" sound conscience,” according to 
his family motto, is “ a wall of 
brass.”

Two fifteen-year-old schoolboys 
are listening to the house
master's annual lecture cm sex and 
the perils of dormitory embraces. 
One of them is innocent and book
ish; the other is a House Tart of 
the kind described in C. S. Lewis’s 
autobiography; ” They were not 
like slaves, for their favours were 
(nearly alwaysl soUcited. not com
pelled. fior were they exactly like 
prostitutes, for the liaison often

(Review of a play from 
The London Observer)

had some permanence and. far 
from being merciv seneual. was 
highly sentimentalised.” Turner 
the Tart is catamite to Tullv. the 
flamboyant house prefect, whom 
he miscMevousiy incites to seduce 
die iimooent swot.

'PHE process of seductioa is de- 
^  lineated with stagSOtioR 

ness; the affair is inevitably dis
covered. and Tully expelled, but 
not before an amazing scene in 
which he declares to house
master that he sees nothing wrong 
in what he has done, arguing that 
by introducing a repressed boy to 
sex be has awakened but not neces
sarily perverted him. Never, to mv 
knowledge, has the drama come 
closer to asking the cnicial ques
tion; whv should we think it dis
gusting to be homosexual?

Roderick McLaren fthe llartl and 
Michael Caridia ibis successor! are

both quite shakinaty good; and 
John Ctiarlesworth nUys the 
seducer with easeful guile. It was 
perhaps a mistake, in an ohviouslv 
propagandist work, to put into his 
mouth so manv speeches exIolHne

violence and war: but I hone this 
caveat will not dissuade you from 
seeing a nlay wh«oh savs more 
about the simóle, non-traeic 
aspects of oueemess than anything 
our theatre has so far permitted.

Study Homosexual 
Pattern

(From SCIENCE NEWSLETTER)

► TH E HOMOSEXUAL is the victim of 
his own emotional problems and environ
mental factors, not a victim of hormonal im
balance, alcoholism or genius.

Many of the beliefs about homosexuals, 
such as their marked tendency toward ef
feminacy or their intellectual superiority, 
were not supported by a recent study among 
64 known male homosexuals imprisoned 
for illegal homosexual activities. The study 
revealed, however, that a history of neurotic 
behavior and psychiatric illness was fre- 
quendy found among the homosexuals.

In addition, a background of alcoholic 
parents and broken homes seemed to be 
important, three doctors report in the The most common forms of homosexual- 
British Medical Journal (June 7). ity practiced by these men were sodomy and

The homosexual prisoners were not more mutual masturbation. Furthermore, of 60 
intelligent than average, but 55% of them cases with valid data, 837o wti-e promiscj- 
were interested in art and cu]ture. This is ous. The remaining 17% had selected part- 
a higher percentage than would be expected ners. Several of those who were promiscu- 
from the normal population, the investiga- ous said they would have preferred a stable 
tors say. association.

Touching on the development of homo- The reasons given for desiring a single 
sexuality in individual cases, the doctors said partner were affection and greater safety 
that these factors were revealed: from the police and venereal disease.

Apart from those who were seduced at Twenty-four of the prisoners wer'" married 
an early age, in about 40% the sex drive and had produced 4.5 children, D,s. R. E. 
was homosexuaf from the beginning. Al- Hemphill and A. Leitch of Bristol Mental 
though this does not rule out the possibility Hospitals, Bristol, England, and Dr. J. R. 
that homosexuality originates in the mind, Stuart, Garlands Hospital, Carlisle, England, 
it does demonstrate that it is not neces- report.
sarily a manifestation of vice. Perhaps it They stress that the continuous conflict 
has some of the characteristics of instinctive between the masculine role demanded by 
behavior with which the individual has to our society and feminine urges appears as 
contend or accept, whether he approves the reason for the effeminate manner found 
of it or not, the authors suggest. in a small proportion of homosexuals.

r



CRITIQUE FRCM A READER.. .

'LUTHER ALLEN ASKS, " ’fflAT PRICE FREE EXPRESSION?"

There is always the possibility that in providing free expression for homo
sexuals in the h\attachine Review and other such publications the homosex
uals will, out of their own mouths, prove that I>. Bergler was right when he 
said that honosexuals are not only abnormal in the sexual sphere but that 
they flout the accepted standards of society in general. In a reprinted article 
in the August issue, for example, a writer who signs himself S.C.J. says 
blandly, "The invert is a compulsive being, governed by the lawrs of Nature— 
(God) . . .” and farther on he writes of " ...  man-made laws (fears aixl preju - 
d ices)...” Most of civilized mankind has progressed beyond nature worship — 
the Jews, the Christians, the Moslems, the Buddhists — and modem science 
conspicuously in psychiatry, seeks to free man from his compulsions rather 
than to make a religion of his enslavement to them. S.C.J. also, obviously, 
equates law with fear and prejudice and in doing so he most clearly provides 
evidence for Dr. Bergler’s assertion. A man who sees nothing in the law but 
the expression of fears and prejudices must indeed hold the law in contempt.
I wonder how \fr. S.C.J. would make out in the jungle where there is no law 
but Nature’s "survival of the fittest.?” If he lived through a few months in 
the jungle I think he might emerge with a different estimate of both nature 
and "man-made law.”

This brings me again to my good friend and sparring partner, Manfred Wise, 
may his orgasms be frequent and copious! If there is something godlike or 
divine in the orgasm, per se, then the rapist is performing an act of worship 
I suppose; the rapist at the moment of orgasm is  godlike or divine. I cannot 
buy that, yet Vfc. Wise’s views lead inevitably to that conclusion. Mr. Wise 
goes on to say, " ... there are individuals and in fact entire religions who see 
not only the 'godlike’ but the Divine in everything, everywhere.”  If that is 
true then everything from deodorant commercials on TV to muider is divine. 
I cannot buy that either. .Mr. Wise seems to think it dreadful that my morality 
requires labor and learning, and attempts to be reasonable. To him it is a 
cold morality. Does he then want a hot morality, a morality in which passion 
is the fountainhead of the law? Perhaps Vfr. Wise’s emotions and impulses ar.e 
indeed as innocuous and benign as he seems to believe, but he would do well 
to consider^, that the morality of the homosexual-beater-uppers also comes 
from deep wnthin; is the expression of an inner revulsion, that the morali^ 
of the lynch mob is an emotion-based morality too.

P
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In a recent article by Richard Wollheint repriiwed from the London Spectator. 
the basic issue between Vfr. m se  and m j^ lf  is pointed up. Mr. Wollheim 
writes, " ... There is one argument (advanced to me once by a philosophical 
colleague) that is both valid and plausable* namely, homosexuality arouses 

instinctive revulsion, aixl what arouses instinctive revulsion is in its nature 
wrong. The difficulty with this argument, however, is that it has consequences 
that many of its adherents would not accept. For while, at first sight, it seems 
to place disapproval of homosexuality on as firm a basis as any other moral 
belief, it does so only at the expense of making all moral beliefs untimately 
subjective. And subjectivism in ethics I, for one, find deeply repugnant- 
whereas homosexuality 1 don’t .” IWiy is subjectivism in ethics deeply repug
nant? The answer is suggested in Mr. Wollheim’s criticism of the recommen
dations of the Wolfenden Report, or part of the answ-er: " ... it seems to me 
very arguable that, if the law on homosexuality w'ere reformed but the general 
moral opinion of the community remained unchanged, the position of homo
sexuals would not be noticeably inproved. The fear of legal sanctions would 
have been removed but the shadow of public opprobrium would remain. ... 
such a ptospea is alarming. There is little point in liberalizing the law, if 
this merely means that the weapon of persecution is to be taken out of the 
hands of the magistrates and placed in those of the mob.” The morality of 
the mob is an emotional morality, a subjective morality. What homosexuals 
ask of the world is rational and just treatment. But a rational and just mor
ality must be a disinterested, dispassionate unemotional morality, and this 
means that a belief in reason and justice must be strong enough to subdue 
the public’s anti-homosexual passions. But has the homosexual any right to 
demand this kind of itxjrality from the world, while, at the same time, advo
cating a subjective morality for himself and his kind. It is  laborous to be 
reasonable and just, or to try to be, but it is an honorable labor. A dispass
ionate and disinterested approach may be cold -  although I do not believe it 
ts — but unrestrained emotionalism is no way to the good life or the good 
society. Pierre Louys is undoubtedly an expert guide »  the erotic life but 
nowhere in his works does he show the slightest insight into the realm of the 
sacred. However, in response to that quotation from Louys, I’d like to reply 
with that gutter idiom which goes something like, "a  passionate erection 
knows no conscience.” -Y



BY R. W.; AN AFTERMATH TO

,r
Much of 'fh * m aterial In the M attaehine Review  i i  admiHedljr w ritten by 
homosexuols* Only new and then does something come up that Is represento* 
tive  of the "o th e r s id e / '  i f  there Is need to refer to non«homosexuols os soeh. 
The fo llow ing Is  one of those observations——o condid approlsol of several 
Issues of the m agazine.

I have in front of me three issues of the Mattaehine Review — March 
April and May 1958. They were passed on to me by a friend, and one 
of your readers and contributors, Manfred Wise. He asked me to send 
you my reactions to the magazine, be they good or bad, and here they 
are.

By and large I like it.
There is  variety to its  contents, there is  prodding and self-criticism  

as well as a ssau lts  on the social attitude, and, a t least in these 
three issu es , there is  not any humbug or nonsense about the third and 
superior sex.

If nothing else , the magazine will help to create and naintain morale. 
It will have other effects, too, varying with the readers, but it is  al
most certain to help morale. And that is a m i^ty important item in 
the needs and wants of any mjnority group. For a-number of reasons 
having nothing to do with the quality of the magazine I will not buy 
future issu es. But I would if  I were homosexual. And I'll certainly 
mention the magazine to any homosexuals I contact. Isolation—the 
feeling of isolation—helps no one, especially those whom the culture 
chooses to scorn.

Of the articles in the three issues. Boh Bishop's article titled 
"Discard the Mask” , strikes me as being perhaps the finest. (I am too 
nuch a cynic to really agree with Wise's "Toward Sexual Honesty.” )

The problem of discarding the mask is  delicate, tough and vital. 
It is  really not a problem but a dilemma. Yet it is just such an area 
that needs to be aired and examined, even though it cannot be solved 
easily .

During my first 24 years of life , I met not one solitary person who 
adnitted or professed homosexuality. I occasionally read about homo

sexuals— in books, especially  psychology texts and of course in 
newspaper reports, etc. And I unquestionably met some inverts, but 
never without a mask on. On the surface, everyone was "normal” —  
a most unlikely situation.

In 1954, when I was 25, I became acquainted with Manfred Wise. 
Fred did not wear a mask. He did with most people, no doubt, with 
landlords, enployer, most social contacts, but from the second or 
third time I saw him he discarded the mask of concealment.

I am quite sure that Fred and I both gained from the discardment. 
On the one hand Fred was free to seem as he really was, and to say 
what he thought. And though we might argue and disagree it was in the 
open as it  should have been.

Perhaps I gained even more. Fred not only presented me with the 
first honest homosexual I had ever met, bu tliis  varied interests helped 
me to broaden my own. Quite aside from such books as E llis ' Amer~ 
ican Sexual Tragedy, or Radcliffe H all's  Well of Loneliness, Fred in
troduced me to Henry Millet and dius indirectly re-introduced me to 
poetry~a field that I’d fled from in high school and college.

Incidentally, in the six years that have passed since I met Fred,
I have met only two other homosexuals who have taken off their mask, 
and one of those, a Lesbian, did so only after I all but put the words 
in her mouth.

I am more encouraged the publication of articles such as 1 read, 
and would advise you to print more along the line of Bob Bishop’s.
I know how inportant and tough this particular problem can be, not 
just via Fred, but via myself. For a 10-year period in my life 1 had 
gran mol seizures. There too, concealment is a problem-when to lie 
and deceive and when to take a chance to tell. Most people in such a 
situation tend to play it  too safe.

★  ★  ★  ★  ★
The men who succeed best in 

public life are those who take the 
risk of standing by their own con
victions.

— J. A. Garfidd 
■k -k if -k -k
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By JOHN LEROY

As homosexuals, we often suffer many fears beyond the ordinary wor
ries which plague nearly everyone. The fear of disapproval of a hos
tile  heterosexual world is usually at the bottom of the worries of most 
homophiles. Before we deal with this specific problem, let us first ex
amine some effective ways of combating fear and worry. Then we can 
have a better understanding of the best way to deal with the fears 
that confront many homosexuals.

1. Have a clear understanding of the thing you fear. In order to have 
a clear understanding, it  is  imperative that the fear be faced honestly 
and truthfully. This makes it possible to determine the cause and 
when this is  known, it can be eliminated.

2. Decide whether or not something can be done about the thing you 
fear. If your analysis indicates that nothing CAN be done, why waste 
time and energy stewing and fretting about it? An old English proverb 
puts it this way:

For every evil under the sun,
There is  a remedy, or there is  none.
I f  there be one, try and find it.
I f there be none, never mind it.

If we cannot learn to face the inevitable, we face mental d isaster.

3. Determine the probability of the thing you fear happening. There 
is a great tendency for us to make our own problems seem bigger than 
they really ar& By computing the possibility  of the problem ever 
arising, it becomes easier to view the problem in its  proper perspec
tive. If the thing you feat is  not likely to happen, why worry about it?
If it is, there is  a good chance it won’t be nearly as bad as was pre
viously imagined.

4. Do the thing you fear. This is  one of the most effective ways of 
combating fear. The more often we exptose ourselves to a fearful situ- 
action, the le ss  fearful that situation becomes. By constantly facing 
the circum stances we fear, we fairiliarize ourselves with them to the

extent where there is no longer anything to be feared. Psychiatrists 
call this process desensitization. George Bernard Shaw was once 
deathly afraid to speak before an audience, but by constantly speak
ing in public a t every available opportunity, he became one of Eng
land’s boldest and finest orators.

5. Deal with your fears immediately. Whenever possible, never 
postpone the ipaking of a decision. It is  always better to make a wrong 
choice than to constantly vacillate between two alternatives. The 
longer a condition of indecisiveness prevails, the more difficult the 
problem seems to be. A sta te  of acute anxiety can be produced by 
constant vacillation. Nobody can ever be guaranteed to be right all 
the time. If you can be right half the time, you will probably be succ
essful in practically all your endeavors. The time devoted to making 
decisions should be based on the inportance of the decision. A de
cision, the outcome of which will make some difference in your life 
in the distant future is an important decision and some time should be 
devoted to careful deliberation. A trifling decision like, "What color 
sox shall I wear today?’’ has very little  significance in your welfare 
a year from now. However, there are many im patant decisions we 
must all face. Here is  a workable and effective method for reaching 
decisions: (a) Clearly and concisely state the problem, (b) Q ^her as 
many pertinent facts as possible. Be sure they ate facts and not opin
ions. (c) Decide on all possible courses of action, (d) L ist the advan
tages and disadvantages of each course of action and rate them accor
ding to their importance. A 1-to-lO rating is usually convenient for 
giving your estim ate of the importance of each factor, (e) Follow 
through on the course of action having the highest score. However, 
before following through on part (e) it may be well to sleep on your 
problem. Sometimes decisions of your subconscious mjnd represent 
clearer and sounder thinking than your conscious mind. Whenever pos
sible, give your subconscious a chance to work on your problem and 
it will pass its  answer to your conscious mind in the form of a hunch 
or suddep inspiration so that you will have no doubt of what to do.

6. B elieve in your ability to overcome Jears and solve problems. It 
is  ju st as easy to take a positive attitude toward something as a neg
ative attitude. The type of attitude taken will largely determine the 
outcome. When confronted with a particular problem, why not search 
your past and see what capabilities you have developed which will 
equip you to cope with the problem? Then see what abilities must be 
developed that you don’t have and take steps to cultivate them. For
get about past m istakes and failures. Today is a new day with over 
1000 minutes at your disposal. Use them w isely 'for once they have 
passed they will never return. If you have some form of physical^



shortcoming, NOW is the time to find ways of compensating for it. De
velop dhose desirable tra its  you have which would make your friends, 
re la tives, and associa tes forget about any physical deficiencies.

7. Don’t expect to be completely free from fear. There are many cir- 
cim stances in which it is  both dangerous and mentally unhealthy not 
to be afraid. In the presence of real danger, physical or social, feat 
is  desirable. Were it not for fear of d isease , would medical science 
have made the progress it  has? Upon experiencing physical d isease  
do we not v is it a competent physician? Fear of what the d isease may 

mean helps us to maintain a sense of self-preservation. We see that 
a rea lis tic  fear acts defensively for us as a danger signal, and helps 
us keep out of difficulties. Fear can Voflictimes be a b lessing in d is
guise. Only when our fears are exaggerated and unrealistic are the 
effects harmful.

Having examined some of the more effective methods of conquering 
fear and wori^i le t us now examine one of die most important fears 
confronting nearly every homosexual: the fear of disapproval.

It is a well-known fact that throughout most of our western civil
ization, the homosexual is  condemned, ridiculed and ostracized. He 
is led to believe that h is method of sexual expression is dirty, im
moral, sinful, unnatural and perverse. Modem scientific  research has 
shown that homosexuality is no different from heterosexuality except 
in the direction of one’s love object. Although the attitudes of the 
general public towards sex have become le ss  stringent within the la s t 
'fifty years, homosexuality s till remains a largely forbidden and taboo 
subject. Is it any wonder then, that there is so much discrimination, 
intolerance, and prejudice based on ignorance directed against the 
homosexual? The situation is  made even more tragic by the fact that 
most homosexuals choose to sit back in silence and allow these ter
rible in justices to continue. The fear of disapproval has prevented 
homophiles from taking the action necessary to free themselves from 
the bonds of social inequality. As long as this fear governs, prima
rily, the thoughts and actions of homosexual^ very little  progress 
can be made in gaining general lub lic  acceptance. If the homophile is 
to become an integrated member of society, he must learn to voercome 
this fear. I will now d iscuss in detail a workable method for doing it.

The te s t is  up to the individual.
The average homosexual tends to keep the fact of his homosexuality 

a closely  guarded secret and tried to assume the characteristics of 
the heterosexual because he imagines that there will be nothing but 
condemnation, scorn, ridicule and abuse from the outside world if  his 
true nature is discovered. When in heterosexual company, he is  care-

fill to see that he is wearing the "m ask”  properly. Going through life 
wearing a mask 1 uts a special strain upon the individual and often 
brings on a neurotic condition, which is  the result of trying to lead a 
double life. As if this weren’t enough, it  blocks the way toward ac
ceptance, compassion and understanding because the homosexual is 
constantly trying to be something he is not.

It was mentioned earlier that one of the most effective ways of over
coning fear is to do the thing we fear or place ourselves in the situ
ation of which we are afraid. Revealing our true nature to our families, 
heterosexual friends, and employers and informing them of the truth a- 
bout what it means to be homosexual may be the only means by which 
acceptance can be gained and the fear of disapproval overcome. There 
will be a great deal of reluctance on the part of many to do this be
cause' they feel that letting outsiders know about themselves can 
only result in family disgrace, loss of social prestige and loss of job. 
Blatantly and indiscriminately announcing out homosexuality would be 
as risky as diving head-first into a rocky stream without knowing the 
depth of the water. It would therefore be advisable to assess  honestly 
and truthfully the amount of disapproval that might result from each in- 

. dividual case. If there is likely to be none, is  there any reason why 
you shouldn’t go ahead and tell them? If disapproval is likely to result 
isn ’t is a good idea to improve relations with that p>erson to the extent 
that there wkuld be acceptance, understanding and compassion in
stead of contempt and condemnation? Abraham Lincoln once wrote. 
" I f  you would win a man to your cause, first convince him that you 
are h is dincere friend” . In cases where revealing your homosexual 
tendencies is not likely to get a sympathetic reception, it is uo to 
you to see to it that you are better liked by that individual to the ex
tent that such a reception becomes likely. Here are some things that 
can be done which have almost always helped improve a person’s re
lationships with others:

1. Take a genuine interest in others. Without being nosey, take an 
in terest in the affairs, problems, in terests and attitudes of those you 
know. Do the kind of favors you know they appreciate, even if it 
means going out of your way. Always think of the things you can do 
for them. It is  then a matter of being sure that those things are done.

2. Show appreciation for others. Make it  a point to express your 
praise and admiration for the things other people exhibit. Be certain 
that what you say is sincere. Never use flattery. Flattery tends to 
make enemies because it is deceitful. Honest, sincere appreciation is 
craved by nearly everyone. Look for ways to honestly help others feel 
important.



3. Smile, A smile helps lu t  you and others in a more cheerful frame 
of mind. Cheerful, friendly people are much more welcome than un
p leasant, grouchy ones. Again, be sure that you are wearing a true 
sm ile, not an insincere grin. Practice before a mirror if  necessary until 
you can easily  sincerely and naturally.

4. Be a good listener. Encourage the other person to talk about the 
things he enjoys. Give him your rapt attention. Never interrupt. Gen
uine in terest in what he has to say must be cultivated.

5. Take an interest in the things that interest others. Find out what 
the other person’s irte rests  are. Ask questions he will enjoy answ er!^ 
If he shows a good knowledge of the subject^ compliment him on it.
the royal road to a man’s heart is  to talk to him about the things he 
terasures most.

6. Be enthusiastic. Put zeal, zest and life into the ordinary things 
you do and watch your personality become more vivid and compelling 
Let yourself go. Live it up all the time, not ju st on Saturday night. If 
you don’t feel enthusiastic , act enthusiastic  until it becomes second 
nature to you. This is the ley to developing the much-envied magnetic 
personality. The increase in your own personal happpness will be 
well worth the effort.

It is  easy to see that by incorporating these six principles into 
your habits of daily living, you are bound to win a great deal of appro
val from othet^. The more app>roval you win, the le ss  fear you will have 
of disapproval. People will accept you simply because they like you 
and think you are a wonderful person to have as a if lend. Your sex
uality will assume a much lesser significance. So stop rejecting your
se lf and go out and apply these six principles a t every opportunity. 
Homosexuals are different from hctcrosetnials only in the direction of 
their respective love object. Keeping this fact well in mind makes it 
easier to accept yourself, accept others, and be accepted by them. 
Applying the six principles also, becomes easier. The fear of discovery 
loses its  fornidability and you gain social acceptance, happiness, 
self-respect and peace of mind. When people see domonstrated before 
them that homosexuals are well worthy of acceptance, the days of 
social in justice are drawing to a ld o s e . Each individual can see to it 
that such a demonstration takes place by concentrating h is efforts on 
doing those things conducive to social approval. If each person does 
h is part, intolerance g a in s t  homosexuals will soon become a thing of 
the past.

mu tttatcAieu -
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maintain belief In God In the face of tox 
behavior vorloHont. H it vortotlllty toot 
him Gopobly handling eoirotpondonco, ant- 
worlng Inquirlot for Informotlon, ond com- 
potlng artic lot for the Review on Iho Varl- 
Typor. Ho I t  frequently called upon to act 
ot protldlng officer at a butinott mooting 
(Rick I t  vice chairman of the San Francltco 
Area Council), or to Introduce a tpoakor at 
a public d ltcu ttlen  forum. Tho turn total 
of h it torvico I t  tomothing Review roadort 
are beginning to tool lottorc are new being 
ontworod In a mottor of hourt rather than 
wookt and erdtrt for tubtcrlptlont, beekt 
and publlcatlont ore being filled tho tamo 
doy they are received, o goal long dotirod 
but only briefly attained In tho patt until 
R ick 't hill-timo torvico began a few montht
ago.



M A C A Z iN E -"T h «  Homophil« Vlowpoint.”  Monthly. Now in i f i  
6lh y«ot. Annuol «ubicriptlon $5 In U .S ., Canada, M.xleo, (!r«t 
dass  i««led; 2 year« J9; linglo eopi«* 50e plu« 6c postog«

O N E  I N S T I T U T E :

Education Division of O N E , Incorporated

announces

O N E  I N S T I T U T E  Q U A R T E R L Y ;

HOMOPHILE STUDIES
Scholarly in v e it ig a tlM i « f th« bomo««xiial and homoaexualify-poperi exploring 
the bywoy« of hiatory, phlloaophy & liforotoro-eritical «yoluation» of the work of 
"«ox s c ia n titt« "—«t«oy« on roligloui ond logoi aipocta of homoxoxuallty. Th l*  
new publication w ill p m o n t tho roioorch«« of ONE INSTITUTE and of other «chol- 
a rs  working In tho field  of homophllo ifudi«». Detignad for the larious student, It» 
appeal w ill be ichelorly, not "populor." SUBSCRIBE NOW-S3.50 per year, $1.00 
per mingle I «sue. Send order» direct to One, Ine., 232 S. H ill St., Lorn Angele« 12.

? 9 9 9 ? 9 9 9 $ V 9 V 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9
■ 'r

T H E  HOMOFHlLi PROBLEM
as it concerns t l ie  Lesbian......^tTritten and edited
by women.

t k e  L o d d e /i
Monthly magozin« of o r tfc l» , storUi« poems, book reviews, 
quotes, comment'Ond slgnlfteont opinion on sexual problems facing 
the Lesbion In society today. Published by The DAUGHTERS OF 
B ILIT IS , Ince, non«pr<rfft educotienal, reseorch and soclol service 
orgonizotlen. Subscriptions moiled In sealed plain envelope, $2«50

B I L I T I S

A 'Please Note our NEW ADDRESS: 
163 O 'Eairell Street, 
Suite 403,

San Francisco 2, Calif.

Telephone Yukon 2-9290

INFORMATION FOLDERS

Two folders, designed to be used as companion mailing 
pieces, are available from national headquarters of the Matta
chine Society and its branch offices- They are “In Case You 
Didn’t Know” and “What Has Mattachine Done?” The first 
outlines the homosexual problem in the U.S. and describes the 
purpose of the Society; the second tells how the Society is deal: 
ing with the problem and what the organization is doing- Pri
ces are: 100 tor |1.50; 50 for |100; smaller quantities, 3 cents 
each. Unless specified otherwise, orders will be filled with 
equal quantities of each folder.

F0REIG  ̂ PUBUCATmS
THE CI RCLE (DER KREIS)

Publithod monthly line« 1932, In Fronch, Gtrmon and English (no trans* 
lotion duplicotions); contolni photos. Illustrations ond ort raproduc* 
tionsi Rolf, odltor» Annuot subscriptions $11 first doss sooUd, Gonk 
droft or cosh to Losozirkol Dor Krolt, Pestfoch 547, Froumunstor,
Zurich 22, Swltzorlond.

I DER NEVE RING
DER NEUE RING Monthly review in German. Contents include literary 
and scientific articles, photos. Subscription rate, 17.00 per year 
(DM29.60) sealed, orders by International Money Order. For sample copy 
send seven international reply coupons. Address: Verlag Gerhard Prescha, 
Alsterchaussee 3, Hamburg 13, Germany.

ICSE NEWSLETTER
Mimeographed English edition, published bi-monthly by In

ternational Committee for Sexual Equality, Jack Argo, editor. 
Annual subscriptions, $5. Address Postbox 1564, Amsterdam. 
Holland. (Single copies 50 cents each —may be ordered from 
Mattachine Review.)

VRIENDSCHAP
Monthly magazine in Dutch with articles about male and fe

male homophile problems, published by Cultuur en Ontspann- 
ings Centrum (C.O.CL), Bob Angelo, editor- Subscriptions $4 per 
year Address Postbox 542, Amsterdam, Holland.

ARC ADI E
Monthly literary and scientific review in French, A. Baudry 

editor. Subscriptions $9 per year- Address 162 Rue JeannC 
d’Arci Paris 13, France.



SPECIAL PACKAGE DEAL
OF ISSUES COVERING THE

WOLFENDEN REPORT
P eriont interested in homosexual behavior problems probably realize that the 
Wolfenden Committee Report, released a year age in Great Britain but not yet 
debated or acted upon by Porllament In that country, Is one of the most widely 
discussed domestic Issues In the United Kingdom t^ c y *

The changing attitudes In Great Britain have their effect upon the U. S. With 
this In mind, Mattachine Review has covered the Wolfenden proposols mere 
extensively than ony other perlodlcol in this country. Significant ortlcles hove 
appeared In seven Issues of the Review within the past yeor.

Realising that many Review Readers might wish to poss these articles on to 
friends, here is a special offer which mokes a ll of this Informotlon available 
in a pockage:

ALL SEVEN ISSUES CONTAINING 
WOLFENDEN ilEPORT INFORMATION 
AND COMMENT (marked copies)
MAILED ANYWHERE IN THE U. S. OR 
CANADA for $3,50 postpaid,

H .r .  ora tha lasuas with tha artlclaa markad In tham:

Britain Focaa Challanga of tha Welfandan Raport — Navambar 1957
Britlah P ra .i Raactlon to tha Wolfandan Rapart — Daeambar 1957
Raadari Raactlon to tha Wolfandan Raport— January 1958
Dr, F l.h ar Commant. on Raport Ragording Homoaoxuallty — Fabruory 1958
Anglican Church Editor P ia lsa i Wolfandan R ap e tt-A p rll 1958
Homoaaxuol Aetai A Coll to Roform lha Low In England-M ay 1958
It  H o . Not P o is .d  Y .t ,  But Brltoni Kaap Talking About Wolfandan R.pert

-J u ly  1958

m a tta c h in e  REVIEW


