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WE HAD TO DO IT
A year ago we expanded the REVIBF from bi-monthly to a 

Bionthly publication with no increase in subscription price. 
The SIX "snail" issues added at that time grew within the year 
to where they were almost as large as the regular issues that 
went on the newsstands. We have now learned that we must 
increase our subscription rate to $4- per year for readers re
ceiving a l l  12 issues by mail. The newsstand price, SOf per 
copy remains the same. Effective date of this increase is  
April 1st.

In the meantime, however, present subscribers, as well as 
readers who are not subscribers, may in itia te  subscripticxis up 
to four years at the present rate of $2.50 per year, providing 
your order is received by Nfarch 31st.

yMost price increases in these times are followed bya s ta te 
ment that the increased cost of naterials made them ^cessary. 
While the REVIEW has been subjected to s;Qme increases in ma
teria l costs, our increa«e-in rate is not s tr ic t ly  due to that. 
We are aware, however, that^the present Congress w ill receive 
a proposal to increase the f ir s t  class mail to 54 per ounce. 
If th is goes in to e f fe t t ,  i t  means that approximately $1.50 
w ill be sfient for f ir s t  class postage for each subscriber per 
year.

Durina 1956, when the REVIEW’ S total income was approxi
mately $ i, 150, we discovered that actually less than 25% of 
this to ta l came from subscriptions; another 25%came from news
stand sa les. But donations and other miscellaneous
accounted for almost 50%ofthe support received for the maga- 

¿This income, even with production labor donated, is  
s t i l l  insufficient to put the REVIEW in the black. During the 
year ahead i t  w ill be necessary to expand our subscription 
l i s t ,  toexpand ncE!Sstand sa les, and to obtain increased dona
tions in order to perniAt this publication to achieve its  goals. 
This help nuRil c:>aje from our subscribers, readers and friends.

j in U.SJk.
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m a r t t a c h i n e  s a l u t e s

MEN TRUE ADVENTURE

JiUgazines in the "men's group" for some tiaie have held a 
high second place in  th eir  regular presentation of unauthor- 
ita tiw e , sensational, half-trne a r tic le s  about sex inversion  
aad at the same t i *  they have confused i t  w ith other an ti -  
so c ia l behaTior v a stly  more dangerous. F irst place in  th is  
salee-ringing , character aosaoeinating pattern is  held, un
deniably, by the confidential-scandal group which sprang up 
a few  years ago, blossomed ealaciously , and now has begun
to  fade.

But once in a while a popuUr man's adventure magazine is  
seen with an informative a r tic le  that speaks without emotion 
on the homosexual subject. Such an a r t ic le  is  "Twilight Wo
men Among Ue" in the Frbruary issue of "Men." Authors were 
Bdward Dengrove, M.D., and MissDoris Kulman.

Case h istories, probably mythical, t e l l  b r iefly  the aspect 
of the problem faced by fiv e  g ir ls  at some stage in th eir  
liv e s :  Lucy,the true female invert; Jean, whose latent homo
sexu ality  was accidentally  awakened; Martha, who conducted a 
eeries of cU adestine lesbian reU tionships after her marri
age; Shirley, driven to  lesbianism because of a hatred for  
males that stemoid from a brutal, wife-beating father,^ and 
Flora, the ueigiborliood tomboy who turned to lesbianism when 
she "rejected her own fem ininity."

Legal problem faced by the lesbian are described—with a 
strong point utde that female inverts face neither the so c ia l 
stigma nor the police witch hunts that haunt her male count
erpart.

"leebiane have achieved notable success as a r t is t s ,  act 
resses , business executives," the authors sa id . "Beset by 
neither the economic deprivation nor the h ostile  so c ia l for
ces which hound ths sale homosexual, she rarely seeks to  
change her c o n d it io n , though she must contend with great lone
lin ess  and often almost unbearable g u ilt ."

Bere many nay c r it ic is e  the authors, but the conclusion 
c lo se ly  following str ik es a hopeful note, ca llin g  for unde^



stM diJig M d •  happier h o a e - l i f e  tr i th  b e t te r  p a ren t-ch ild  
re la tiO M hipa so th a t  i a r s r t  tendencies w i l l  scarce ljr hare a 
okanee to  develop in  daughters o f fu tn re  generations.

Discretion of speech is more than eloquence.
— ^Francis Bacon

APRIL PREVIEW

Next newsstand edition of the Review w ill be dated April. 
Headlining the issue w ill  be an artic le  extracted from a

new book from England: ftte r  Wildeblood’ s "A Way of Life.
Journalist Wildeblood, resiembered for his indictment of soc
ie ty ’s bigoted attitudes toward homosexuality in "Against the^.
law," was involved in the Montagu tr ia ls  a few years ago and 
was cooadtted to Woraarood Scrubs prison, l^ n  release he de
termined to regain his place in society without running away, 
without changing his name. The high respect accorded his two 
books as proven by lecture engageptents, reviews in the press 
and in appearances before governnent -church groups in vesti
gating the problem, prove that he has succeeded.

Lather Allen continues his piercing guide to s e l f -évalua- 
tion iin  part II of "Values and Responsibilities," an artic le  
cosplete in the issue. Another second instalment w ill delve 
further into the p itfa lls  of homosexualism in Beter Jackson’s 
"The Tender Trap."

Additional artic les , book reviews, le tters , quotes and com
ment w ill complete the bjig April issue, due on newsstands on 
or about Mtrch 25th. Do ’̂ t miss i t ]
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values an d

Last Summer I bought ^ little book 
called Marriage and Morale. The 

Catholic Bockground to Sex, by T.G. 
Wayne, published by Longman s and 
bearing the imprimatur I bought this 
book in order to prove to an ex-Cath- 
olic friend that that church was not
ât least in theory—an antisexual re
ligion. His own upbringing had led 
him to an opposite conclusion. He 
possessed some very erroneous 
ideas about Catholic teaching on 
sexual matters. He condemned the 
church bitterly for views which It 
has never held 1 myself am rot a 
Catholic and never could be one, 
but it struck me that my friend's anti- 
Catholicisir. was or a false basis. 
Somewhere along the line he had 
been widely misinformed and mis
led. It simply seemed a waste of 
righteous indignation for my friend 
to continue working himself into a 
lather against Catholic doctrines 
which do not exist.

As for myself, I found Motriage 
Morals an interesting little book 

For me it has this value- while I 
certainly, cannot go all the way in 
agreement with the Catholics, I find 
myself sharing their view to a great
er extent than I would have believed 
possible. My attitude towards this 
handbook of marriage is that if' sets 
forth a sane, healthy point of view

hy
Luther Allen

towards sex, basically, but then pro
ceeds so to hem it in with severe 
rigid restrictions and prohibitition.s 
that it winds up almost contradicting 
itself. However, all that Dr. Wayne 
has to say about the positive moral 
and emotional values of sexual love 
1 accept wholeheartedly, and much, 
perhaps most, of what he writes 
about the duties of spouses to one 
another atso seems sound to me.

But why should a writer in a 
homosexual review take as the basis 
ol a lengthy article a marriage hand
book by a representative of a church 
which is unalterably opposed to ho
mosexuality? Well, since most of the 
opposition to homosexuality for the 
past couple of thousand years has 
originated in the church, it seemed 
to me that nothing could be sounder

than to examine this statement of 
the positive values ol sexual love 
by a spokesman of the church in 
order to discover to what extent it 
may be possible for homosexual love 
to embody those very values.. 1 will 
concede that the best homosexual 
relationship has less to offer, looking 
qt it objectively, than the best het
erosexual relationships. However, I 
think that 1 con show in terms of 
Dr. Wayne's own criteria that homo
sexual relations may contain much 
that is beneficial and good. But il 
this is so, how then can it be said 
that homosexuality is, in its nature, 
bad.?

But before entering into a point 
by point examination of Mamage 
and Morals I believe that both con- 

, dor and ultimate clarify demand that 
1 outline the general point of view 
from which I write. Sex morality 
cannot be viewed in isolation from 
the broader moral issues. We are 

(living in an age in which much new 
knowledge about human nature, in
cluding man's sexual nature, is 
available to us. This requires diffi
cult adjustments in our moral think
ing. We cannot take it for granted 
that others will understand our moral 
premises unless we make it clear 
what they are.

I would like to underscore the fact 
that 1 write as a layman. I am 
neither a scientist nor a moral phil
osopher nor a theologian. 1 do not 
pose as an. authority. But it seems 
to me highly proper for Ordinary men 
and women to concern themselves 
with these questions, to discuss them, 
debate them. Let us remember that 
in the past year both the American 
Law Institute and the Moral Welfare 
Council of the Church of England 
have declared that homosexuality 
is not criminal, is not essentially a 
matter tor the courts, but is a moral 
problem, that is to say it is up to 
individual men and women to think

things through and to arrive at their 
own decisions according to the dic
tates of their reason, their hearts and 
their consciences. We scarcely de
serve freedom from oppressive laws 
it we are unwilling to assume moral 
responsibility. 'We need ail the infor
mation and enlightenment that the 
professional people, the specialists, 
can give us but in the last analysis 
we must think for ourselves, arrive at 
our own decisions and take the con
sequences of our own acts.

Now, on the one hand science 
has forced me to reject much that 
1 was taught to regard as "Gospel 
truth". On the other hand my re
ligious training continually forces me 
to reject every tendency in science 
to regard man as a thing, on it . 
Most thinking people have been 
deeply disturbed by the clash be
tween science and religion, il has 
become a battle within the con
sciences of nearly all of us. But in 
the long run religion will be purer tor 
having purged itself of many ol its 
ancient errors, and science, which 
possesses such colossal potentialities 
for both good and evil, will consent
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to be the servant of a  God who is 
not only truth but cdso love.

In Marriage and Morals Dr. Wayne 
does not discuss the Biblical| origin 
of most of the traditional Clmstian 
restrictions upon sexual activity. But 
perhaps I should scry that I !do -not 
believe that the story of Sodom in 
Genesis, the Mosaic condemnations 
in Leviticus, and the fulminations of 
St. Paul in Romans add up to sound 
reason for forbidding homosexuality. 
I do not 'believe that the story of 
Onan in the Old Testament is trust
worthy evidence that masturbation is 
an evil fraught with dire consequenc
es. Christianity regards the Bible as 
the Word of God. Granting that pre
mise it follows logically that nothing 
in the Bible can be questioned for 
its accuracy, its truth, its moral val
idity. I must say that 1 cannot accept 
that premise and that the edifice of 
Christian moral philosophy seems to 
me a vast rationalization based often 
on the most questionable donees.  ̂

For example, we have only Mo
ses' say-so that he heard th^ voice of 
God. As long as human self-con
sciousness remains at a prifnative 
level we can accept Moses' claim.' 
It is difficult for primitive man .to 
distinguish between the sell and the 
not-self. Today it appears yery likely 
that Moses was to some degree hal
lucinated; the voice Tie heard was a 
projection of a voice within himself. 
What he took to be the voice of God

was rather that of his own con- 
science-cum-ideal: a human voice, in 
other words, speaking the human 
mixture of w i s d o m  and error. 
Throughout the books of the law we 
find principles of love and justice 
striving with traditional, tribal bar
barism and cruelty. There is some
thing awe-inspiring, a touch of the 
divine, in this very struggle. That 
Moses was a great man, a  God-in
spired man, 1 con believe—but not 
that Mosaic low is the verbatim 
Word of God. For God's word would 
be pure truth, pure love, pure justice 
undistorted by human temporal, lo
cal and developmental limitations.

Today we have a much clearer 
and broader knowledge of the work
ings of cause and effect in nature 
than was possible in ancient times. 
Knowing little of causality primitive 
man saw divine purpose everywhere.
To him earthquakes, pestilences.
floods, droughts and famines were 

 ̂ all expressions of the wrath of God. 
Now it cannot be demonstrated that, 
an epidemic of polio is a divine 

I punishment for mankind’s sinfulness. 
On the other hand it con be shown 
that the fault which caused the Son 
Francisco earthquake was geolog
ical, not a human, moral one. 
Science con tell us a great deal 

■ about how things happen, but in 
i, the last analysis nobody can tell us 

why things happen as they do—and 
(Continued on page 38)
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(Port 1) 
Peter Jackson

the tender trap

There are two quite serious prob
lems which face the homosexual 

minority in America today Both are 
fundamentally opposed to the totol 
integration of this minority info so
ciety on a completely compatible 
basis. ‘ They are serious problems 
which require thought and attention 
of an immediate nature.

They are in brief the two related 
p-oblems of the homosexual with 
respect to legal status and national 
security. Broadly, the homosexual 
difiers.irom no one else as o trust
worthy and law abiding citizen un
less he indulges that second most 
powerful drive of the human species: 
namely, the sex drive. Once he does 
indulge in a homosexual act he 
becomes a criminal in the eyes of 
the law and a security risk from the 
standpoint of present government 
regulations. It is true that he may 
not suffer punishment unless he m 
entrapped or caught in a specihc 
act. He may, however, be reduced 
to the status of a second-class citizen 
in the total absence of due process

on the basis of anonymous accusa
tion and suspicion.

Broadly speaking, therefore, every 
homosexual in this country is classi
fied by law and practice as a po
tential felon and traitor The at
titude is hardly charitable and most 
probgbly unjustified in the great 
majority of cases That is a rather 
'coid staleinen! oi virtual fact v/hich. 
has received only roundabout pub
licity in the general course of recent 
events From a logical examination 
of the tacts, however, it is apparent 
that such an attitude prevails in 
official circles and unquestionably 
pervades current popular thought.

Current ihoral views almost give 
^he impression that society in gen
eral would condemn and regard the 
homosex'ual minority as representirig 
an avatar of the moral code of 
ancient Greece. That is a moral code 
which does not condemn homosex
uality That ancient civilization was 
one which ascribed pederasty to 
Zeus and which perhaps replaced 
Hebe with Ganymede as the cup



bearer to the gods in order to in
troduce vice to Olympus. It was a 
civilization which granted that homo
sexual love was the inspiration of 
the heroic Theban legion of Epomin- 
ondos and which translated the 
emotion of homosexual love into the 
statues of H e r m a p h r o d i t e  and 
Bacchus.

Historian W.E.H, Lecky wrote that 
the first two Greeks thought worthy 
of statues by their fellow oountry- 
men were said to have been Hor- 
modos and Aristogeition who we.^ 
united in deep and lasting i homo
sexual love and who were glorified 
lor a political assassination. Could 
it be that th^ popular imagination 
in America is subconsciously draw
ing a parallel between that instance 
and the suspicion directed against 
present day homosexuals with re
gard to the question of national 
security? Such a  parallel could only 
be based in false reasoning. No 
doubt many of our homosexuals 
who have been seriously injured in 
this connection would be more than 
happy to crucify all the elected, ap
pointed and self-appointed Cotton 
Mathers who have instigated and 
carried out the action resulting in 
such injury.

Yet. the homosexual mindrity is , 
not an avatar of any sort. It is a 
minority which has come down 
through the centuries. Regardless of 
the mores and morals of present day 
America, there is one thing that will 
hove to be taken into account. The 
homoMxual minority is here to stay 
on a  permanent basis..Other social 
groups will have to live with that 
minority whether they like it or not. 
In a land where there is almost 
every type of social friction in any 
case it may well be recognized that 
the sooner the homosexual minority 
is completely integrated into society 
to the fullest extent the sooner vrill 
at least one of these social frictions

be eliminated.
Such an integration will certainly 

require a  change in the moral views 
of society as a whole. Within the 
scope of sex these views hove been 
changing rather rapidly in any cose 
over the past twenty-five years. Be
fore going into this aspect of the 
matter to a further degree, at the 
expense of belaboring the obvious 
it may be stated that society in 
general does not disrespect the ho
mosexual because of his differences. 
He is often made a laughing stock 
when he is of an obvious type. Lecky 
has written that even in ancient 
Greece the homosexual relation was 
looked upon with a certain amount 
of levity. Thbt is probably true os to 
American society today. Neverthe
less, anyone who has any know
ledge of aesthetics well realizes that 
no sexual act, however performed, 
has the beauty of a clear and starlit 
night. Moreover, it was Balzac who 
compared the average bridegroom to 
an orang-utang trying to play the 
violin.

Before discussing some of the as
pects of the complications involved 
in the two problems which are the 
subject matter of this series, among 
them the question as to whether or 
not the agent provocateur is lower 
morally and ethically than the black
mailer, it might be well to review 
rather briefly the history ol homo
sexualism as we know it and to 
offer a few comments on present 
day morality.

It is ho doubt true that love's 
normal goal is the sexual union of 
the male and female in a way which 
may insure the reproduction of the 
species. Yet there are many times- 
when we may hove love deviating 
from the path that leads to such a 
goal. A man may love another man 
as passionately as he would a wo
man. A woman may be consumed 
with desire for another woman.

^  ■
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So  we may see that there have 
been civilizations that looked with 
indifference on such deviations from 
the normal. Some authorities have 
noted as well that there was a dis
tinction drawn even in those ancient 
times between homosexual love 
not suffer punishment unless he is 
entrapped or caught in a specific 
act. He may, howeverr be reduced 
to the status of a second-class citizen 
in the total absence of due process 
on the basis of anonymous accusa
tion and suspicion.

Broadly speaking, therefore, every 
homosexual in this country is classi
fied by law and practice as a po
tential felon and traitor. The at
titude is hardly charitable and most 
probably unjustified in the great 
majority of cases. That is a  rather 
bold statement ol virtual fact which 
has received only roundabout pub
licity in the general course of recent 
events. From a logical examination 
of the facts, however, it is apparent 
that such on attitude prevails in 
official circles and unquestionably 
pervades current popular thought.

Current moral views almost give 
the impression that society in gen
eral would condemn and regard the 
homosexual minority as representing 
an avatar of the moral code of 
ancient Greece. That is a moral code 
which does not condemn homosex
uality. That ancient civilization was 
one which ascribed pederasty to 
Zeus and. which perhaps replaced 
Hebe with Ganymede as the cup
bearer to the gods in order to in
troduce vice to Olympus. It was a 
civih^gtioB which granted that homo
sexual love was the inspiration of 
the heroic Theban legion of Epomin- 
ondos and which translated the 
emotion of homosexual love into the 
statues of H e r m a p h r o d i t e  and 
Bacchus

Historian W.E.H. Ucky wrote that 
the first two Greeks-thought worthy

of statues by their fellow country
men were said to have been Har- 
modos and Aristogeition who were 
united in deep and lasting homo
sexual love and who were glorified 
for a political assassination. Could 
it be that the popular imagination 
in America is subconsciously draw
ing a  parallel between that instance 
and the suspicion directed against 
present day homosexuals with re
gard to the qpeslion ol national 
security? Such a parallel could only 
be based in false reasoning. No 
doubt many of our homosexuals 
who have been seriously injured in 
this connection would be more than 
happy to crucify all the elected, ap
pointed and self-appointed Cotton 
Matherr. vhc- have instigated and 
carried out the action resulting in 
such injury.

Yet, the homosexual minority is 
not an avatar of any sort. It is a 
minority which has come down 
through the centuries. Regardless ol 
the mores and morals ol present day 
America, there is one thing that will 
have to be taken into account. The 
homosexual minority is here to stay 
on a permanent basis. Other social 
groups will have to live with that 
minority whether they like it or not. 
In a land where there is almost 
every type of social friction in any 
case it may well be recognized that 
the sooner the homosexual minority 
is completely integrated into society 
to the fullest extent the sooner will 
at least one of these social frictions 
be eliminated.

Such an integration will certainly 
require a change in the moral views 
of society as a whole. Within the 
scope of sex these views have been 
c.ncnging rather rapidly in any case 
over the past twenty-five years. Be
fore going into this aspect of,the 
matter to a further degree, at the 
expense of belaboring the obvious 
it may be stated that society in

11
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general does not disrespect the ho
mosexual because of his differences. 
He i.s often made a laughing stock 
when he is of an obvious typer-Lecky 
has written that even in ancient 
Greece the homosexual relation was 
looked upon with a certain omount 
of levity. That is probably true os to 
American society today. Neverthe
less, anyone who has any know
ledge of aesthetics well realizes that 
no sexual act, however performed, 
has the beauty of a clear and starlit 
night. Moreover, it was Balzac who 
compared the average bridegroom to 
an orong-utang trying to play the 
violin.

Before discussing some of the as
pects of the complications involved' 
in the two problems which are the 

' subject matter of this series, among 
them the question as to whether or 
not the agent provocateur is lower 
morally and ethically than the black
mailer, it might be well to review 
rather briefly the history of homo
sexualism as we know it and to 
offeP a few comments on present 
day morality.

It is no doubt true that love's 
normal goal is the sexual union of ~ 
the mole and female in a way which 
may insure the reproduction of tl^ , 
species. Yet there are many times'' 
when we may have love deviating 
Irom the path that leads to such a 
goal. A man may love another man 
as passionately as he would a. wo
man. A woman may be consumed 
with desire for another woman.

So we may see that there have 
been civilizations that looked with 
indifference on such deviations from 
the normal. Some authorities have 
noted as well that there was a  dis
tinction drawn even in those ancient 
times between homosexual love 
which was purely sexual and the 
kind of love which was both sexual 
and intellectual. Not only our friends 
Harmodios and Aristogeiton but also
12

others of their time have become 
both legendary and famous owing 
to their unusual faithfulness and 
constancy.

This situation of tolerance did 
not last. In Western civilization, at 
least, the tide turned about the third 
century with the advent of Roman 
Catholicism in temporal power and 
until the eighteenth, when that pow
er was broken, homosexualism 
found itself confronted by a  barrier 
of penalties which in some lands in
cluded capital punishment. After the 
French Revolution such extreme pen
alties were abandoned in several 
European countries.

While it is true that death is no 
longer the penalty for the hoinosex- 
ual act, excepting those unfortunate 
individuals who are driven to sui
cide by the attitude of society, jail 
sentences and ostracism of the most 
severe sort nevertheless punish the 
homosexual when he is detected. 
Legally, therefore, homosexualism is 
considered as a voluntary perver
sion.

Many excellent authorities dis
agree with this verdict. One in the 
field of psychology believes' that 
homosexualism is not a voluntary 
perversion to be punished, but it is 
an abnormality—anomaly is a  better 
word—to be treated or accepted.

This authority, Andre Tridon, ex
pressed himself thot homosexualism 
as a crime is absolutely ridiculous 
and goes counter to every possible 
scientific view of the problem of 
homosexualism, its nature and gen
esis. Whether psychiatrists consider 
sexualism from a purely physical 
point of view or from a  purely psy
chic point of view, nearly all of 
them consider it not as a matter of 
free choice, but as a compulsion. In 
other words it is an organic com
pulsion according to the first view 
and an unconscious mental com
pulsion according to the latter. Tri-

m a lla c l in t

don concludes that opprobrium and 
punishment constitute no solution 
for any compulsion be it physical 
or mental.

There are, perhaps, a lew rays 
of hope that the moral climate of 
America is changing Perhaps when j 
it has changed to a considerably 
greater degree there will be a 
chance thg the laws themselver may 
be changed so that the homosexual 
will not be branded as a criminal 
for expressing his love on a physical 
basis. When that day arrives the 
moral tone of homosexual relations 
is bound to change very greatly for 
the better. Then perhaps the homo
sexual minority will not be regarded 
as a potential ."Trojan Horse".

The changes in moral views 
which are taking place with regard 
to sex are gradually fiissociationg 
the ideas of sex and reproduction. 
Perhaps that means that sex has 
some other function than pure and 
simple reproduction. This idea is 
well expressed by philosopher Will 
Durant in cm essay on "changing 
morals". As to the mores of sex it 
is quoted here directly.

"The invention and spread of 
contraceptives is the proximate 
cause of our changing morals. The 
old moral code restricted sexual 
experience to marriage, because 
copulation could not be effectively 
separated from parentage, and par
entage could be made responsible 
only through marriage. But today 
the dissociation of sex from repro
duction has created a situation un- 
forseen by our fathers. All the 
future relations of men and women 
are being changed by this one 
factor; and the moral codes of the 
future will have to take account of 
these new facilities which invention 
has placed at the service of ancient
desires." I

Dr. Durant did not mention that, 
in the case oi a iew. homosexual

love anticipated contraception by 
quite a few centuries. In the case of I 
the homosexual, sex cannot be as
sociated with the idea of reproduc
tion. It is physically impossible. In 
all fairness, then, why should the 
heterosexual majority deny the same 
privileges to the homosexual min
ority which they so arrogantly re
serve to themselves? In doing so 
they make themselves illogical, un
ethical and ridiculous.

In the light of the loregoing re
marks perhaps we may examine the 
problems of the .^mosexual minority 
as to entrapment and socio-political 
oitracism. In doing so let us always 
remember that from the standpoint 
of the realities of the actual position 
of the homosexual minority and its 
way of life that Shakespeare may 
just as well hove put the fillowing 
words of Venus, in her addres.s to 
Adonis, on the lips of Apollo.

Til be a park, and thou shall be 
my deer;.

Feed where thou wilt, on mount
ain or in dale:

Graze on my lips, and il those 
hills be dry.

Stray lower, where the pleasant 
fountains lie.” [

The mystery oi sex relations, 
which leads to the rhetoric of court
ship, is grounded in the communica
tion of being.'? biologically estranged.
The expression of social courtship 
translated into homosexual terms is 
almost invariably the initial step in 
the entrapment oi the unwary. Nev
ertheless. among the basic needs ol 
every individual are those of food, 
shelter, comfort, sex, love and com
panionship. Sex for the homqsexual 
means consorting with his own sex.  ̂
Mating in the general sense, as 
Grace Potter writes, has to do with 
other creation than that oi new hu
man beings. It has to do with every 
kind of creation. Not the least of 
these, by any means, is the regen-

I



eration of the individual. It is an im
possibility to say that love', even sex
ual love, cannot exist between two 
members of the same sex Puritans, 
perhaps of a class, are more neurotic

than homosexuals classified in the 
some way. Yet, the former are coun
tenanced by the police and the 
courts of the Anglo-Saxon countries 
while the latter ore not.

the Bergler critique begins
yf By now moat Review _ readers

have seen the comment by TIME 
(Medicine, December 10) on the new 
book by Dr. Edmund Bergler, “Homo
sexuality—Disease or Way ol Liie.

The outpouring oi disagredbient 
toward Dr. Bergler's views is com
ing irom professional and lay 
sources alike. A brief report on this 
was presented in the January 1957 
issue of the Review. Two more sig
nificant criticisma follow. Additional 
comment from several persons (qual
ified by University degrees and 
counseling experience), will follow in 
the fuhwe, to be sure.

Writer oi the following letter to 
TIME sent a copy of it to the Re
view, slating that the national news- 
magaxine would possibly use all or 
a port oi it It is presented here in 
its enliriety. but without signature.

The second comment by a cli
nical psychologist must be consid
ered OS' from a professional quali- 

, fied to speak out—since he has 
tested some 8000 "noimol" men and 
women in bis career.

Letters to the Editor 
TIME Magazine 
9 Rockefeller Plaza 
Mev, York 20, N Y 
Gentlemen:

Re: TIME, 12-10-56, Medicine.
Sexual perversion, really the per
version of love itself, is nol con-

id

fined to a homosexual minority. In 
a sick society it is everywhere in 
evidence, from the endless obsceni
ties that fall trippingly from the 
tongue to the pandering vulgarity 
of notional advertising.

If there are as many ’’sick" homo- | 
sexuals as Kinsey statistics would 
seem to indicate they ore only in 
direct proportion—and probably psy
chological reaction—to the number 
of equally "sick" heterosexuals at 
large. Conversely, in similiar pro
portion, there are also those who 
live and love in homosexuality, pri
vately, with an ethical dignity and 
with the some deep and ennobling 
experience as do heterosexuals. Dr. 
Edmund Bergler would hardly have 
ever had on opportunity to meet or 
examine them: his conclusions,
drown instead from diagnosing a 
tribe of malcontents & vagrants, are 
about as scientific as a "proper 
study of man" undertaken in San 
Quentin.

Moreover, if psychoanalysis were 
to "cure" the many thousands who 
are profoundly discontent in their 
heterosexual life by "adjusting" 
them to homosexual behavior they 
would undoubtedly find their sub
jects, like Dr. Bergler's filled with 
guilt, self-pity, malice, flippancy and 
"unreliable in qn essentially psy
chopathic way."

(Continued on pnge 41)
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Harvard Expert Says
Nation Going Sex Mad

A Harvard ex
pert on human behavior 
says Americaiis are becom
ing “victims of a sex mania 
as malignant as cancer and 
as socially menacing as 
Communism.”

Professor Pitirim Sorokin, 
in a new book titled 
American S e x  Revolution,” 
says Americans are drifting 
toward sex anarchy in the 
same manner that marked the 
downfall of Rome and Greece.

“We are completely 
rounded by ^he rising tide of 
sex which is flooding every 
compartment of our culture, 
every section of our social 
life,” Professor Sorokin writes.

Sorokin, head of the Har
vard Research Center in Cre
ative Altruism, cites as re
flecting the Nation’s “sex ob
session” the ever - mounting 
divorce rate, the upsurge in 
sex crimes, “the emphasis of 
sex in radio and TV pro
grams, stage plays and mov
ies, popular songs, pictures, 
reading mater and advertis
ing.”

“We live,” Sorokin says, 
“in a video environment 
saturated with exhibitionistic 
or teasingly s e m i - d r a p e d  
nudity. Sex appeal haa 
come a must in commercial 
advejdising . . .  our civiliza
tion has become so pre
occupied with sex that it now 
oozes from all pores of 
American life.”

Sex, according to Sorokin, 
also plays a major role in 
m o d e r n  American political 
life. One of the alarming re- 
sulte, he says, is that “sex 
bribery and sex blackmail 

. . are as prevalent as 
monetary corruption.” 

^Sorokin charges “sexually 
infamous persons or their 
proteges” are appointed to 
ambassadorships or o t h e r  
high office and “profligates” 
sometimes become “the popu
lar mayors of metropolises, or 
members of the cabinet or 
leaders of a political party.”

“Among our public of
ficials,” Sorokin says, “there 
is a vast legion of profligates, 
both heterosexual and hom
osexual.”

S e x u a l  promiscuity, he 
says, is r e f l e c t e d  by the 
alarmingly rapid increase in 
the number of illegitimate 
children bom in the United 
States each year.

“Our morals,” Sorokin 
says, “have changed so nota
bly t h a t  continency, chu- 
tity, and faithfulnesi are in
creasingly viewed as oddities, 
as the ossified survival of a 
prehistorical age.

. “This sex revolution is as 
important as the most dra
matic political or economical 
upheavaL It is changing the 
lives of men and yvomen 
more radically than any other 
revolution of our time.”
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NO NEED TO DESPAIR
by thé Rev. DAVIS STEIN

flfot a l l  members o f the c lergy  in  America are w ill in g  to  
speak out frankly  on 'the su b jec t o f  homosexuality. But 
now aivi then a represen ta tive  o f  the church gives voice  
to  words o f  hope for homosexuals w ith  deep re lig io u s  
c o n f l ic ts  and fee lin g s o f  g u i l t .  The follow ing  a r iic ie  
i s  a l l  the more s ig n i f ic a n t , perhaps, because i t  was 
w ritte n  by a C atholic p r ie s t .

As port of my duties os teochor, psychologist, educator, and chr^jloin in different 
schools, colleges, orgonizotiore, and church communities, I hove to foce many 
problems that affect the lives of men. One of them is the problem of homosexuelity .

My wish and desire has always been, end remains,to help, especially young people, 
to build a better future in every respect, and to help them find a personal way to 
God, despite their own personal troubles, problems, and difficulties.

On different occasions, such as meetings, retreats, missions, and so on, I used to 
pass around questionnaires in order to oscertoin personal wishes, desires, troubles, 
and conflicts of the people in the fields of morals and morality. They \^re always 
free to answer or not, sign their names or not. I olways stressed that I did not wont 
to know mote than whatever they would want to tell me in confidence. These ques- 
tionAaires I rreeded for my study of such problems in order to be of better help to 

’ young and o ld . They were further supplemented by having many people with serious 
conflicts come to me in person or in writing, seeking help for their problem . Today; 
some of my fontier students are happy fathers, some ore well-known public figures, 
some continue to write me frequently, others do so only when in trouble. Most of 
them stressed that I should use their letters freely, if this should be of help to others 
with similar conflicts.

Here in front of my eyes I hove a sheaf of letters. An engineering student of 20 ta lb  
of his fears, his unhrqspiness, his self-consciousness on finding himself "different" 
from his classmates. A  chemistry student of 19 went to g doctor -  only to be told 
that he was "abnormol. " A  business man went to his priest, and the only help he re
ceived woe the advice to pray more, to do more penance. A  genuinely religious law 
student of 28 wonts to feel a  port of the Church, to be accepted by It , but feels thci 
he crmnot aJter his nature.Here I have letters from a school teacher, a  married m ai, 
a common laborer, and ,mony, many more, all with similar tales of unhappiness, 
loneliness, feelings of being rejected by all -fam ily, friends, society, the Church.

How could anyone say that no serious problem ex.sts? To live w .tj«ut love, ^  to 
¡ i^ iT e t e m a rc o n f l ic t  with society, its t r o d it i^ , the
persecuted and as if expelled -  a ll of these things a e  painfully real and e x cw  
w ily  serious,' but I v«uld like to emphasize thot they are not sufficient cause fo

despair.

Times change, and attitudes change with tim e. Copernicus hod a most difHeult tir^
iy in g  to explain to the people of his day that the earth rototos oreund
not L  sun around the earth. Not too long ago, it would have been °  °
S o i^ o p o r t io n s  if a nun hod driven a car; this constitutes no scandal any m a e .
Up t o ^ ^ r e c e n t ly ,  it was a grave sin for a  Catholic to °
fore receving Holy Communion. Today, under certain circumstances, it is possible
to have breakfast before Communion.

Forth* moment the homosexual needs, most of a l l ,  patience and hope. We must
study^incerely a l l o f  these problems with the aid of scientists 9 ° ^
Scientific research on the subject of homosexuality is badly needed os a first step
fo trrd  c S o t i o n .  It is th l duty of every homosexual to s u p ^ t
every possible woy. There is much important literature available
readT ^ n \ y  for self-illum ination and partly to encourage writers in tt^ ^  ®
is the of the Mattochine Society itself, which ¡«eds I«’"''
date it should not be necessary to affirm once more that you, as a h o rr^ x u ^ , are
t t  alone: there are millions like you, and your problems, hovrever
appear to you, are shared by many others. It is always of 9 « a t  help to find some
J t e c o n  betrusted and to whom one may talk freely and without fear.

One of the thorniest problems is that of the homosexual versus the Church. The re - 
ig To u s te m ^ x u a l sNxrld try to remain within his Church os «
UM whotever help his Church con offer him. One point to remember at a ll times is 
Z  c t r e h  religion, and God are not just one and the «sme thing A -  -ct with 
Z c h u r c h  Ihould not lead to a loss of faith and a break in the relations with G od .

When talking about the law or about morality we must differentiate between the e ^
S i a l  andr  non-essential, and we shaild  rerr-mber t W  m^ny p e j e tend to
exaggerate the non-essential and to place it even higher than 'he
a m X  0 'hat, unfortunately, is not frequently enough rr«de
essen^  of sin is the "aversio a Deo" -  the turning away from G od . One who con
siders that a  homosexual act Is sinful should be reminded that, as lo r ^ «  there is no

of homosexuality as sinful should also know that,nex to aversio a Deo tte great 
est sin is that of despair, the loss of hope, for it implies^o loss of faith in G od.

We must also bear In mind that not every human low or custom is rationol,w ire,and  
eternal. F in a lly , we must not forget that there is a difference between the law and
Its application in a concrete case. |

Each individual human being Is in the plan of G od . The Divine
k ns andowed with its particular nature, inclinations, and problems. This

L t  S Z e  3 t r c e  3  suppTy each and every one with the needed ^ w er from 
obove, If the person Is w illing to cooperate. E v ^  one, no matter what his nature, 
can find his personal way to the Light -  to God.



KraffÉ^Ebing H ypn o tized!
A. von Schrenck-Notzing. THE 

USE OF HYPNOSIS IN PSYCHO- 
PATHIA SEXUALTS, With Especial 
Keierence to Contrary Sexual In
stinct. Translated by Charles Gilbert 
Craddock. M. D. Introduction by Dr. 
Henry Guze. New York, The Insti
tute lor Research in Hypnosis Pub- 
Ucation Society and The Julien Press. 
Inc., 1956. Reviewed by Joseph A. 
Moore. New York, N.Y.

Every science needs its historical 
documents in handy lor.Tii for var
ious purposes—teaching, general in- 
fonnation the insights they can sug- 
ge.st for later collections of data, the 
checks and balances that perspective 
provides, and so forth. Psychoanaly
tic publishers have kept the body of 
Freud's work available almost con
stantly since its first publication; a 
fevr years ago, William James' "Prin- 

,  ciples of Psychology"—America's 
greatest nineteenth century contri
bution to the social sciences—was 
reissued; the Bolingen Foundation is 
making Jung's work available in 
English

And so it was with interested an
ticipation that we looked forward to 
the present resurrection of this work 
which has been largely unavailable 
for many years But we must confess 
that our primary reaction is one of 
intense disappointment.

At least ninety percent of the 
book is concerned with quaint no
tions of sexuality that ore typified 
by the phrase "contrary sexual in
stinct" that appears in the sub-title

Whatever it has to offer of value 
in the field of therapy is better cov
ered in more sophisticated modern 
medical works. The scientific frame
work of the study is entirely that of 
Krafft-Ebing, with the same over
preoccupation with moral judg
ments, the castignation of everything 
that in any way is at variance with 
the author's predeliction, had the 
main goal of therapy is that of in
stituting within the patient the pro
per sense of Moral Duty. Apparently 
Schrenck-Notzing was a devoted fol
lower of Krafft-Ebing—even to the 
insistent hyphenating of his name!— 
but he adds nothing to his master's 
somewhat questionable contribution 
to science.

It is difficult to see what value 
reissuing the book has except to 
make it available to those compul
sive collectors who must have every 
.Dublicotion in a particular field in 
their libraries. E v ^  they will rarely 
be tempted to bore themselves with 
a complete reading of it, unless they 
are the kind who get vicarious sex
ual pleasure from the reading of 
case histories __________

Split Personality
Joe, a bantam rooster, 

crows like what he is but 
he also hatched a brood of 
chicks. Joe is owned by T. A. 
Jenkins and when he found 
a couple of eggs in a nest, he 
decided to act like a hen. 
More eggs were put in the 
nest and Joe hatched'seven 
chicks.

A ccep ted  & Reported"-- 
B u t n o t E xplored

lEAN COCTEAU, by Margaret 
Croslond; Alfred A. Knopf, Reviewed 
by Luther Allen, Baltiniore.

An entertaing and swiftly paced 
bicgarphy of the most extravagantly 
fey individual in the world. How
ever, one doubts whether the reader 
vrill understand Cocteau's adven
tures in the arts much better alter 
reading this book than he did be
fore Cocteau's homosexuality is 
frankly accepted and reported but 
it is not deeply explored. On the 
other hand, neither is it exploited 
We are told of his later liasons with 
Jeon Desbordes, the actor Jean Mar
ais, and others Beyond the brief 
statement of such facts of Cocteau's 
life Miss Crosland limits herself to 
discussing their meaning for his art. 
While one feels that her approach 
IS genuinely sophisticated she re
duced her material to a sort of Har
per's Bazaar level. It is an honest 
book' but auto-bowdlerized, not for

lear of a puritanical Mrs. Gundy but 
out o! consideration for the sensibil
ities of the club-woman, Mrs, Gundy 
Worthington.

To those who are unfamiliar with 
the work of lean Cocteau this biog
raphy vrill serve as a valuable guide 
to a strange and wonderful world of 
dream, magic, and poignant if per
haps cock-eyed reality. To those 
who already know and love Coc
teau's poetry and his poetic plays, 
novels, filmk ballets, drawings, and 
criticis.m, this book will provide a 
much-needed orientation—for it i.s 
difficult, when an author's life is 
turbulent and his production is so 
subjective, to gain an orderly per
spective of the whole

The book is illustrated with good 
photographs of Cocteau himself, of 
Radiguet, Marais, Jean Babilee, and 
others. There are several line draw
ings by Cocteau, all too few and 
not his best. Excellent Bibliography 
for the true Cocteau fans

SpiUane w ith  a  
F rench A ccen t

SFILANE WITH A FRENCH ACCENT 
Commandant Rene, “L'Enfer de 

Sodome" (Andre Martel, 1951). Re
viewed by Gregory Trout, New York 
City

Commander Rene Bearmont pre
tends to be writing his official mem
oirs as a special agent, in this series 
of novels under the general title of 
Special Missions. ' ' Hell of Sodom"

is numbdr three. If his pretense is" 
genuine, the British Foreign Office 
has some re.markably inept agents 
at least one reader is convinced, 
however, that the continuous inabil
ity to catch the "pederast, cocaine 
addict and opium smoker" who de
camped with the special files is 
merely a means of carrying the 
story through the exotic and erotic 
underworld of London, Liverpool, 
Paris, Marseilles, Bombay, Singa-



pore and various other spots in the 
southeastern comer of Aisa.

The good commander is virilely 
outspoken in his condemnation of 
his antagonist's sexual proclivities, 
but this in no way prevents his lux
uriating in the retelling of his own 
exploits with women by ones, twos 
and threes, a recital that is rendered 
even more dull by the pedestrian.

journalistic prose the author uses.
As a chose novel, it lacks excite

ment; as an exposd'of homosexual 
life around the world, it is superfi
cial; as a Mickey "Spillane shocker, 
it is pallid in comparison with our 
home-grown product. Avoid it, un
less you want practice in reading 
the simplest kind of French.

Is  Sex B ecom ing Crude?
A history of Courtiag, by Ernest 

S. Turner. E. P. Dutton & Con New 
York. 1955; 290 pp- illustrated. Re
viewed by Mack Fingal, Washington, 
D.C.

• 1
This unusual book attempts to 

give a complete account of court- 
ipg and courtship methods and atti
tudes from cave man to drawing 
room, buggy, park bench and con
vertible coupe. It is devoted exclus
ively to heterosexuals; that's one 
reason why a review of it seems in 
order.

Referring to the Oxford dictionary 
definition. Turner points out that to 
court is ‘to pay attention to, seek 
to gain the affection of, make love 
to (with a  view to marriage), pay 
(addresses to, woo.' "Note," says 
Turner, "how the words 'with a  view 
to marriage' ore inserted as on after
thought. Courtship ought to be con
ducted with a view to marriage, and 
a history of it ought not to be a 
history seduction. Unfortunately the 
tv|0  activities overlap. What begins 
as courtship sometimes ends in se
duction . . . "

Do homosexuals court? Turner 
doesn't scry, but keeping in mind 
the above definition, except for the 
words "wcxj" and "with a  view to 
marriage," there is small doubt but

that they do. Yet courting among 
homosexuals is notyect^gnized; per
haps not even by homosexuals 
jthemselves. True, some homosex
uals have serious affairs. They share 
living quarters and expenses— 
sometimes for several years, some
times till one or both die. Yet, they 
have no social or legal recognition— 
not even "common law marriage"— 
in the predomihontly heterosexual 
community, and usually live rather 
clandestinely. So p e r h a p s  their 
courtship is really "seduction," 
which Mr. Turner sotuminely says is 
what much of the heterosexual 

„courting consists of today.
1 said we should omit the word 

“woo." Women are wooed, accord
ing to definition and tradition. The 
aggressive mole supposedly does 
the wooing. Since wo have passive 
homosexuals, it may be that the ac
tive homosexual is supposed to do 
the wooing in homosexual courtship, 
and it may be that this is what hap
pens, whether they fully realize it 
or not, with those who "look forward 
to a  "homosexual marriage"! a term 
occasionally used in homosexual 
circles)

Throe of the 22 chapters ii) Tur
ner's book are entitled "Correspon
dence Course," "Love Among the 
Prudes," and "Sex o'Clock." Some of

-I
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the heterosexuals, he confides, get 
their mates via correspondence 
clubs, several of which advertise in 
cheap magazines. He doesn't men
tion the Clara Lane Friendship Cen
ters, which also do a big business in 
swanky offices from Coast to Coast 
and will get you a "help-meet" 
made to order—fat, lean, toll, short, 
stupid or intellectual, Nor is there 
mention of the vending machines 
installed in West Germany's rail
way st(3tions, where you drop two 
deutsch.marks (47c) in a slot and 
out comes a card bearing photo, 
physical description, and other de
tails. ;

"Love Among the Prudes" was 
the. courting style of the Vi<rtorian 
era, the author says. ‘Sexual in
stinct became something no nice 
girl would admit to possessing; her 
job was to make man ashamed of 
his."

But the prudish days—the chas
tity, virginity, the chaperones, and 
the tactful letter of the young man 
to the prospective girl friend s fa
ther asking permission to court the 
daughter—are seemingly gone for
ever. Since about 1920 it has been 
"Sex O'clock " Man's "fundamental 
urge" began to assert itself "crudly" 
by World War 1, says Turner, and 
has been getting cruder ever since 
Psychology was "in the air," Freud 
was developing his theory of the 
strong libido, women began to 
smoke and wear their dresses above 
their knees, and soldiers began 
practicing "free love" Gone, indeed, 
'.vere the days when fornicators and 
vigorous lovers were punished with 
the pillory, whipping, and head
shaving.

The book treats of some of the 
w o r l d ' s  greatest ‘ lovers too— 
Queen Elizabeth 1 cleverness, and 
often ulterior motives, in courting; 
of Garibaldi's selection of his wife 
from afar by telescope; and of

Queen Victoria's exercising her 
royal prerogative by proposing to 
Prince Albert, after which Albert 
sends her a complete record of his 
ancestors ishowing how they were 
connected with the Reformation and 
Protestant religion, because he knew 
the Queen loathed "papists" Napol
eon was one of the most ardent, 
if not violent, lovers ol all time. He 
believed in sending nosegays every 
day and got so excited while writ
ing his famous letters that he 
couldn't spell correctly nor read 
what he had written, and in the 
end his secretary usually had to 
write them for him. But it was Ru
dolf Valentino, the "international 
aphrodisiac" of the flaming youth 
era, who undoubtedly captured the 
hearts of .more women (and homo
sexual men?) than anyone of mo
dern times. Women swooned and 
fainted at the mere mention of him. 
and he has become a legend of un
usual proportions in the annals of 
Cupid

Mr. Turner ends his book on a 
rather sqd note by saying that to
day's courting is "in a rut and 
needs tp be "enlivened, as it once 
was, by grace, courtesy, fascination 
end wit." He laments that the word j  
"courtship" did not appear in the 
index of Dr. Kinsey's volume on ihe 
male; but Mr Turner's book refers 
nowhere to homosexuality. We have 
some evidence of real and recog
nized courtship among the Ameri
can Indian homosexuals, for exam
ple, but Mr. Turner either overlooked 
it or didn't know about it.

Courting, in any event, is a very 
old practice and comes naturally to 
those who are capable of love If 
the heartstrings do not respond to 
heterosexuijl strummings or over
tures, sexual inversion may well be 
the reason. To the reviewer it seems 
that what are most needed in today's 
courting—both heterosexual and ho-



mosexual—are scientific dating bu
reaus, such as have been advocated 
by the psychologist columnist Dr. 
Crane. Thus aided, the lonely lover

seeking a companion to share his 
joys and sorrows should be much 
more likely, and with less fuss and 
v/orry, to find his true complement.
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(two for t 4 l j  1st class, 

sealed $3.50 Itwo ter $01

I

m a tta ch in e
P U B L IC A T IO N S
T H E  P R I N T E D  W O R D  has long been the most effecti-ve 
educational medium. In order to  advance the Mattachine "Idea" 
and crea te  an in te l l ig e n t  understanding about the Society and 
t h e ' homosexual problem, sev e ra l publications have been issued 
by M attachine 's pub lications department. Others are in prepar
a tio n . Why not order a supply of the booklets and the fo lder 
l i s te d  below fo r d is tr ib u tio n  to  yourlfriends and asso c ia te s?

NSW PKICE5 ON PACBIGE DEALS: E ffective  immediately, complete
se ts  of 1955 ed itions (7 issues) and 1956 ed itio n s (l2 issues) 
are p riced  at $4.00 fo r e ith e r  year. Many of the numbers are 
f a s t  becoming "rare cop ies."  Single copies are s t i l l  priced 
a t 50c each. However, the following issues are NOT av a ilab le  
s in g ly , but only in  complete s e ts  described above:

1955— 2nd issue fMarcb-April)
3rd issue (May-June)

1956— January 
May

SBB Tffl FOLLOWING PA® F® BOUND VOLUME PRICTS

YELLOW  BOOK
^^Mattachlne Society Today’^

General Inform ation booklet t e l l s  aims and p rin c ip le s , pro- 
and location  of chapters of Mattachine

society
h is to ry , pledge and location  of chapters of 
y. 16 pages (1955 e d itio n ) . Per copy, 25c.

AREA NEWSLEUERS
Monthly mimeographed n ew s le t ter s  are published by New York, 
San Francisco ,  Los Angeles and Washington, D. C., o f f i c e s  of 
the Mattachine S o c ie ty .  S ubscr iption  p r ic e ,  $1.00 per year,  
mailed f i r s t  c l a s s  se a led .  Order d ir e c t  from o f f i c e s  l i s t e d  
in the D irectory  of the Mattachine S oc ie ty  in th is  i ssue.

ORDER DIRECT FROM

m a tta ch in e  REVIEW
693 MISSION STREET SAN FRANCISCO 5, CALIF.



the Review's

m e

bound volume

w ill contain a l l  I B  B H B  Issues of the magazine’s 
second ycar—the six  big issues which appeared on the 
newsstands, PLUS the six  alternate-month issues which 
were nailed t̂ o subscribers but did not appear on any 
newsstand for public sale.

In a d d itio n  i t  w i l l  contain a complete index /or both 
1955 and 1956. This is  tru ly  a c o l le c to r ’s item  w ith  
422 p a ies , d is t in c t iv e  blue fa b riko id  binding and 24- 
karat gold leaP stamping,

PRICE: $7 ,  poatpaid . Add 3* a a l e a  tax in C a l i f o r n ia .

PrcTiously ordered bosnd Tolunes and a few ex tra s  are 
now a t the bookbinder's and w i l l  be d e lire re d  to  the 
SeTiew o ffic e  on February 5. They w i l l  be n a iled  lai— 
n ed ia te ly  to  those who order on a firs t-co a ie  b as is .

DID YOU MISS THE COMPLETE 1955 VOLUME?
T * N  HERE IS GOOD NESS, BECAUSE A VERY LIMITED NUMBER, OF 
COPIES o r  THE FIRST VOLUME OF THE REVIEW WILL ALSO BE IN 
STOCK SOON FOR EARLY 1957 DELIVERY. THIS VOLUME CONTAINS 
ALL SEVEN OF THE FIRST YEAR’S ISSUES, WITH BINDING WHICH 
MATCHES THE SECOND. PRICE, *7; BOTH VOLUMES $14.

m a tta ch in e  REVIEW
493 Mission Street San Francisco 5, Calif,

24 ma REVIEW

write
REVIEW SlITORj I  shall look forward to your fyirther "expose" of 
ling  Borgler," the anti-Kinsey osychoanalyst. The Hreudian line J»®“ ® , 
a thorough going over. Rene Ouyon advises them to cure society's sick 
nnres~not the individual. His writings should be used more. Th^e 
are also rany suffering heterosexuals. May the great day of freedom 
and sanity arrive soon. —I!r. W. M., California

REVIEW EDITOR; I  have received copies of Mattachine Review. I t  is  a 
very interesting magazine, and I shall read a l l  the a rtic les every is -  
sue. I  am the president of the Centre Cultural of Belgium in ^ u s s d s  
and vice president of the International Comndttee Fbr Sexual Equality 
in  Ameterdam. , —Br. R. B., Belgium

REVIEW EDITOR; I  would like to see a l l  issues with a plain, uniform 
cover, remeining this way throughout the l i f e  of the magazine. I do not 
think the November cover drawing was evil, but I  consid^ i t  sugges JLv^ 
to thinking adults. — B. 5.» Ohio /r-
(Note; The nresent cover format has been chosen for a l l  1957 
This typogranhic treatment, to be varied slightly  from one issue ^  the 
next, has been praised by i«ny readers. Because the Heviw depends on 
newsstand sales as well as subscriptions, headlines relating to fu tu re  
a rtic le s  w ill be displayed on the cover~we have had to face the fact 
that such headlines create sales, and i t  takes money to buy paper.--m .;

REVIEW EDITOR; I've been reading about the f'attachine Review in 
soxuals Ibday" (published by One, Inc., los Angeles, 1956; S3), and e- 
cided to  "try  you out" for a year. —M*. 'W. P., Pennsylvania

REVIE'/i EDITOR: I t  is  indeed a measure to find, after years of
ness and sordidness, a publication such as f  ® is  S  fS ^
so frank and informative, but in such good tas te . Ehclos^ is
1955 and 1956 bound volumes. I shall look forward to each new issue in
1957.
(Note; Bookbinders at San Francisco advise us that our 
to be delivered to us on February 5th. We'll get c ^ ie s  of the books 
in  the T«il linmedlately thereafter. Readers iwy order copies s t i l l ,  be
cause we bound a few extras just in case.—Ed.)

REVIEW miTOR; Enclosed is  a g ift-$ 7 8 , and i t ' s  a
You asked for suggestions, so; (1) Some tine ago you (or One) p r in t^  a 
sm ^irifgal dec^sio rthat’was t i  the effect that a mating l i s t  coulto 't 
be subpoened or forcibly made public. If  this exists and 
not p rin t i t  as a message from your attorney
cover? I  don't think you realize how many are ' t f *_ 
your subscription l i s t .  (2) Why not more news of the ,attachine Socirty 
I tse lf?  I  susoect that a t least 90^ of y<pgr readers are not mem^rs a,^ 
have never been to a Mattachine discussion forum; they know nothing of 
i t s  nractical workings, nothing of yow-^-contacts with heterosexual in-



f m

guiries (for Instance, you surely had dealidfcs with Dr. Kinsqy), and 
f in a lly , they know nothing of your efforts to aid or a ss is t arytody. 
Don't get me wrong, I  a in 't  griping. These are ju s t suggesUons. I  
think you are wonderful! —M:. K. 0 ., C aliforp^
(Notes Thanks very mich for the g if t and the suggestions«' Hie D. S. 
Constitution contains the basic guarantee of freedom of the nress and 
the righ t to read« We have asked an attorney to  write an 'a rtic le  on 
th is  subject, citing  legal decisions which uphold these righ ts which 
would re la te  to our situation. However, in  more than five years oper
ation of the, Nattachine Society, and more than^two years of operation 
of l*iattachine Review, no individual has ever been charged in  a court 
as a resu lt of belonging to the Society, supporting i t ,  subscribing to 
i t s  magazine, or being on i t s  mailing l i s t .  Police have asked, in  a 
few reported instances,* i f  persons arrested for sex offenses were mem
bers of the Society. Further, no Investigative o ffic ia l or law enfor
cement agency anywhere has ever ̂ ttemoted to learn of names on our sub- 
scrintion l i s t ,  the names of-meitbers, or names of persons who ^ t e  in
quiries to us. This does not mean that such information is  l e f t  un
guarded; our file s  are kept locked and secure. But the fear bugaboo is  
great—we only hone in time to dispel i t .  Law enforcement officers in  
San Francisco, for instance, wo\ildn't need to investigate Mattachine to 
learn the names of homosexuals. !niey have, in  a l l  probability, more 
names on f i l e  (resulting from arrests over the years) than they want; 
besides, in te lligen t police know tha t in  such a city  they have only to 
go to  one or several public bars (at lea s t eight such places in  San 
Francisco have been called "homosexual hangouts" by California's Al
coholic Beverage Control Denartment) and there find many persons whom 
they might charge with being homosexual. The fac t remains, however, 
that to be a homosexual is  no crime. Only homosexual acts are criminal, 
and the law so s ta tes . We also are proud to s ta te  that no o ffic ia l 
criticism  of FUttachine Review has ever been reported to us by any o ffi
c ia l agency in the tr. 3. whatever, and copies of ttiis publication go 
regularly to many police departments, judges, pròbatio ir’b fficers , mental 
hospitals, c ity  and sta te  o ff ic ia ls , university and c ity  lib raries and 
to imnjr, many doctors, therap ists, educators, ministers and l a s e r s  over 
the land. Yes, and to many wives, mothers and other "just ordinary" 
peorle. Now and then a crackpot le t te r  arrives, but most of our mall 
contains comment supporting our sociological project. THE POINT IS, THE 
PERSONS 'VHO EXPRESS FEAR OF COOT ACT V/TTH MATTACFINE OR ITS MAGAZINE ARE 
BASICALLY ONLY AFRAID OF TI'H’SELVES. '

News of Ibt+achine Society operations is  published in  monthly news
le tte rs  issued in  San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York and Vfeshington, 
D.C. Ibe Society also publishes a news nuarterly, "Interim," for i ts  
members and coritributors. However, much of the work of the Society has 
not been i«de public on a wide scale, perhaps, and should be. _ ^ e r  a 
p-year period recently, the Society in California acted unofficially as 
lia ison  agency to obtain some 200 interviewees for the la te  Dr. Kinsey 
and his s ta ff ; questions related to legal aid and representation have 
been answered for hundreds of "ersons a l l  over the U.S.; public discus
sions on honcsexual problems have been held monthly in several U. S. 
c i t ie s —some date back to 19$0; many persons with eimiloyment problems 
have been aided; others—and they are many—have sought advice about 
obtaining psychiatric and psychological counseling and have been guided 
to therapists in their communities. True enough, th is p artia l l i s t  of 
iattacEilne ac tiv itie s  only scratches the surf ace—soace doesn't re m it 
mention, for instance, of several research projects where the Society 
has provided the subjects, or even cases where despondent intlivlduals 
have contacted our group and foTUid understanding friends when they

had come to believe the whole world was against them.
In the U. S. today three institu tions have been created by laymen to 

squarely face a problem which few—very few—public and governmental 
agencies have dared to do. HATIACHINB and ONE—both non-profit public 
service corporation«—and DAUOHTiSlS OF BILITIS, now in process of ob
taining a coirporate charter, have chosen to cast honest lig h t upon the 
long-dark irysteries of actual human sex behavior, particularly homosex
ualism. Obstacles facing these grotips are many. Greatest problem is  
money, second is  fear, and other barrters are apathy^ ignorance and pre
judice In about that order. The job being tackled iray take many gener
ations, but the ultimate hope is  that these organizations will one day 
be able to disband in  the knowledge that human society has "grown up," 
and accepts the people who comprise i t  as human beings.—Bd.)

REVIEW EDITORS As usual James (Barr) Fugate gave a good showing in the 
Novemtoer 1956 issue ("Her Son, Her Son"), He speaks out for equity with
out being vain about i t .  Also as usual there was a vain writer nutting 
his foot in his mouth. Dr. M lle tt  said ("Clinic on Homosexuality); 
"There's no such thing as an Inherited tendence to homosexuality." He is  
guessing and presenting his guess as a universal fac t—no one knows I f  
there Is or not. The world needs wiser doctors.

—N. B., Canada
(Note; ’/Jhile the matter of "inherited tendencies" has been neither pro
ved or disproved, N. B., i t  appears that the "conditionists" have made 
the stronger case—Ed.)

REVIEW EDITOR: Kay I  say the Review gets better every issue—the stan
dard i t  has attained is  very high. You are doing a marvelous job in ed
ucating the people that homosexuals are not (as a group) people to be 
loathed. —I*. G., California

REVIEW EDITOR: I  s t i l l  tlSik the salute to T. C. Jones (August 1956) was , 
a bad mistake.. . i t  did irreparable damage to tlie high and serious purpose 
of Mattachine.. . .  —N. T,, Oregon

riEW EDITOR; Siolosed is  $10 for a four-year renewal. I t  is  a pleasure 
read the Review...thanks most sincerely for the good work done.

~R. C., Canada
REV];, 
to

REVIEW EDITOR: I have been reading your magazine for some time now, I
have also read some of the books that have been written up in i t .  I  ad
mit this reading has given me a lo t  to think about. But I have one 

*• ccwnoiaint. You wouldn't think the people who write for you or who write 
J-these technical books had any,sex feelings a t a l l ,  judging by the way 
"•'Hbey write, or feelings of anj! kind excepting some authors finding fault 

•i^th the character of homosexuals and then the homosexuals getting in
dignant, Nobody would ever learn the way homosexuals actually feel by 
Fading your magazine or these technical books. And what is  hoTOsexual- 
ity  a l l  about i f  i t  is  not the way people feel? And different homosex
uals feel in d ifferent ways. That's what i t  is —people's erwtions. So 
youiought ^  show the'emotions themselves instead of always talking 
about everything under the sun BUT that. I  think you ought to have 
stories and poems te lling  the way peo-'le feel and not just theories and 
arguments a l l  the time. I t  must be a good thing for "eople to ew ess  
their true feelings or there would not be ary world lite ra tu re  of stor
ies and Plays and poems about normal love. Another thing I  have n o ti^d  
since reading your magazine is  t h i s - a l l  these preachers and judges a«i 
doctors are like ay grandmother who used to be fond of saying when the



children wanted to  do something she did not want them to:
Mother my I  go out to, swim?
Tes, my darling daughter.
Hang your clothes ‘On a hickory limb.
But don't go near the water.

All the same I  am glad that your magasine is  in  existence and please re 
new iiy subscription for next year. The money is  enclosed. I  wish you 
would p rin t njr le tte r  to  see i f  other readers agree with me, but please 
do not use anr name or my home town as I  cannot affora to be recognised.

--E. W., Virginia
(Note: Replying readers should know that in  the rough sea of prejudice, 
the "recognised" Re-view s ta ff and MattacMne officers are a l l  VEET poor 
swiimners. We a l l  ha-re other jobs because we have to l i r e ,  Mattachine 
and the Review hare never paid one cent in  salary, you know. But more 
linjortant i s  the fact tha t any te llin g  of how ^homoseacuals feel is  re 
garded differently  from how their opposites feel rorantically . Vigilant 
eyes would be quick to see an ille g a l sexual connotation in  almost any 
description of horaasexual on»tlonS“ Whether i t  was there or not. Perhaps 
K, W., howe-ver, can write about homosexual feelings, leare out sex a lto 
gether, and s t i l l  make i t  worthy of; getting in  n r in t.—S i . )

REVIEW EDITOR: Allow me to seise th is  opnortunlty of congiatulatlng you 
for the good work you are doing--it is  a great comfort to feel that 
there is  a team in your country, where conditions are i-articularly d if
f ic u lt ,  who are fighting for ju stice , righteousness and equality.

—E. B ., ETance
I

REVIEW EDITOR! itr f i r s t  issue of the Review has been rece lv ^ , read and 
reread from cover to co-ver lik e  a starving man eating his f i r s t  real 
meal in  a long time. Needless to say, i t  is  much too short and Is de
voured by i t s  readers much too quickly. But -what a giant i t  is  in  the 
world of thought fo r the homosexual! The p ity  of i t  is  that the Review 
i s n 't  made more easily available to readers who find i t  d iff icu lt to 
obtain and impossible to subscribe to because of family reasons. Too 
often "i«3ther" wants to  know what her son or daughter received in the 
"plain" sealed envelope. r --Vic, L. D., I llin o is
(Note: My mother reads every issue of the Review—I sent her a subscrip
tion. So did Mr. Incas on our s ta ff . And Mr. Holiday. Otherwise, send 
us the name of your newsdealer and his order for coplee—-we 11 keep his 
ngwss'tand supplisd And you can six copies each year from hinu“*Ed*)

REVIEW EDITOR: Please send 20 sample copies with kraft sBlling w.relopes 
for which I enclose $3. I plan to  mall them to friends.

—Mr. L. S ., Indiana
(Note: Readers may obtain sample copies of the Review and kraft iiBil^g 
envdopee a t 10 for $1.00, postpaid. These are back nuabers re tu rn ^  
from newss-tands and are sometimes sli^ditly "weathered", but p e rfec t^  
sul-table for nailing to others to  acquaint them with the magazine. The 
envelopes are plain. Subscription blanks are Included. T o u ju p ^  the 
f i r s t  class -oostage for mailing them. Any quantity nay be ordered, but 
10 is  the ndnlmtun. We cannot supply any specific issue. These copies 
are narked, "Sample Copy—Not For Sale."—Bd.) ^

review EDITOR: This is  to  wish you the best for the coming year for your 
work fo r the Mattachine, and to congratulate you on the past year's work. 

' —Mr. 0. H., California

I  (note: The s ta ff wishes to thank a l l  who sent holiday greetings, Christ- 
I  pas cards and remembrances.—M .)

]■
REVIEii EDITCH: I  -visit Church House and leave copies of the Review for
Dr. D. Sherwin Bailey to read. Tqu are to be congratulated on the high 
s-tandard you al-ways manage to pBiritain and the quality of the artic les,
I  have an unconfirmed renort that the Commission is  -to report to Parlia- 
pwnt th is  session. I t 's  about due anyhow and the Committee meets three 
times a week so -what a ll  the delay is  I can 't imagine.

—Mr. B. W., aigland
(Note: The above refers to the Departmental Committee on Homosexual Of
fences and Prostitution, which is  working with the Church of Ehgland 
Moral 'Welfare Council to recommend a change of Britain's sex laws.—BJ. )

REVIB-f EDITOR: Hawaii's legislature, which meets every two years, (may) 
revise i t s  rresent laws, which are the p»st archaic of a l l  the states.
I  would like to becopie active in  the reform of these laws. Can you aid 
me wi-^ piaterials ? —M". B. F., Hawaii
(Note: We are nailing saptole co-oies of the Review containing the reprint 
of the recommendations of the Americal Law Institu te  (September 1956), 
plus other issues with legal artic les in "̂ .hem. Let us know i f  we can be 
of fm'ther helo,—Ed. )

REVIEW EDITOR: i-Jhatever technical units of measurement the physiologist 
wants to use, i t  is  an u tterly  incontro-vertible fact that there is  a 
d irect relationship between orgasms and a loss of sharp, keen, male v ir
i l i ty ,  relat-l-vely minor in the case of the infrequent, and quite notice
able when freguent. If there's any sense a t a l l  in Ifr. E llis ' dogma 
("New Light on festurbation," December 1956), i t ' s  not along lines of 
denying the existence of any negative ’’hysiological effect, but rather 
to claim that in  our modern civ ilization i t ' s  just as well -to "-take the 
edge off" because with the exception of ath letics and occasional wars, 
the effects of this sharp and keen v ir i l i ty  (rape, assault, mugging, 
etc. ) do society l i t t l e  good. —Mr. N. G., New York

REVIEW EDíTOR: Kindly enter a one year's subscription sent as sealed 
le tte r .  Switzerland

REVIEW EDITOR: Could you olease t e l l  me i f  you have any subscribers in 
Montreal, and i f  so gi-ve me a l l  information as to becoming a subscriber.
Is the Review mailed in a sealed envelope?

—Mr. C. D., Canada
(Note; The Review has many eubecribers in  Canada. These readers, like 
those in  the U. S. and some 20 additional foreign countries, a l l  rec
eive the magazine ly  f i r s t  class mail in  plain sealed envelope. We do 
not pBll individual subscriptions any other way.—Ed. )

REVIEW EDITOR: I  have taken in terest in a le tte r  appearing in the Dec- 
eniber issue from "Ronnie." Like him, I am 18 years old and want to help 
in any way I  can. I  realize the Society's position concerning age and 
participation in organization work, however I would appreciate "Ronnie's" 
address. I  feel we would no doubt find much in conrion.

— 'W. D., California
(Note: Sorry, but the request cannot be granted. Pos-tal laws would be 
invoked i f  the Review or the Society ever engaged in aî y such exchange 
of addresses. The ru le , therefore, is  inviolable. Please write to us 
In tiirce years^ a t which tine you nay apply for membership.—Bd. )



T
REVIEW S)ItOR: Ifcny congratulations on your tremendous acblevement. I  
a» only sony  tha t I  c a n t  send you a hundred more subscriptions. I t  is  
strange that certain people are afraid to get on aii subscription l i s t  in  
sp ite of any amount of assurance and yet they w ill behave so alamdngly 
in  public. —Ifr. K. G., Ilo itda

MAIL RECEIVED In  th e  o f f ic e  of the  Review has grown to  two 
o r  th re e  tim es th e  volume of th a t  re c e iv e d  a y e a r  ago , but 
the s t a f f  to  hand le  i t  has rem ained abou t th e  same. However ' 
o rd e rs  fo r  s u b s c r ip t io n s  a re  p ro cessed  a lm o st w ith in  24 
hours o r l e s s ,  w ith o u t f a i l .  O ther l e t t e r s  o f te n  have to  
w a it a lo n g e r p e r io d  fo r  an answ er; i f  no re p ly  i s  re q u ire d  
none i s  ¡lade. We s in c e r e ly  a p p re c ia te  th e  c l ip p in g s ,  books, 
c o n tr ib u t io n s  and su g g es tio n s  made by our r e a d e r s ,  from a l l  
o v er th e  w orld . L e t te r s  fo r  t h i s  column must be sig n ed  by 
th e  sen d e r, but u n less  s p e c i f i c a l l y  re q u e s te d , no names or 
c i t i e s  w i l l  be p u b lish ed .

N O T I C E

E ffe c t iv e  January  1, 1957, th e  o f f i c i a l  ad d ress  
of th e  M attach ine S o c ie ty , I n c . ,  O ff ic e  of the 
Board of D ire c to r s ,  was moved from Los Angelos 
to  S u ite  312, 693 M ission  S t r e e t ,  San F ran c isc o  
5 , C a l i f o r n ia .

V

The form er a d d re s s ,  P ost O ff ice  Box 1925, Los 
A ngeles 53, C a l i f . ,  co n tin u e s  a s  th e  a d d re ss  of 
th e  Los A ngeles Area C ouncil of th e  M attach ine 
S o c ie ty .

non. ..rO V MAY 
tEAD WMA T WOttE  
n i E l  Am WRITE

THE LAEOER ¿8 the new Bonthly mgmzine of the 
DAUGHTERS CP BILITIS» wonen’s o rg an iza tio n  founded 
to  study aex behavior problens as they a f fe c t  the Lesbian, 

Sufascripfion r a t e ,  $1,00 per year, tm iled  in  p la in  sea led  
envelope» Address orders snd in q u ir ie s  to

P o st O ff ic e  Box 2183 = SaD F ra n c isc o  26 , C a l i f

U M Ê  n
The following article was written 

alter the author had read a new 
book, "Bavarian Fantasy, the Story 
of Ludwig n." by Desmond Chap- 
man-Huwton and edited by Osyth 
Leeston (published by Library Pub
lishers. New York, 1956). By M.T;

T h e tragic history of Ludwig II, 
King? pf Bavaria, has been indif

ferently recorded in literature, based 
as it was mainly on imagination. 
Owing to a widespread puritanic 
attitude toward the unmentionable 
subject of homosexualisiDi during the 
latter half of the 19th century and 
because of the sentimental need to 
keep alive the fairy tale of an en-. 
chanted prince who must eventually 
wed his fairy princess—in this case 
the pretty sister of the Empress of 
Austria—to live happily ever after, 
the vital facts of Ludwig's emotional 
life have been largely suppressed. 
The distortion v/hich was current un
til recently does credit neither to the 
perpetrators of it nor to the stature 
of the young king.

Ludwig's startling, almost unreal, 
personal beauty which had early 
passed into legend; the scenic splen
dor of the Bavarian land, its up-thrust 
mountains, haunted lakes and the 
solemn forests among which he made 
concrete his visionary places; and 
his friendship for the composer 
y/agner and his patronage of the 
Wagnerian music-dramas—all con
spired to transmute the real facts into 
an unreal operatic saga. His un- 
ttaely death at the age of 41 com
pleted the saga and crowned it 
with the fatalism of a Golterdam- 
erung.

But truth 
being more

has often d way of 
fantastic than fiction.

the s to ry  
of Ludw ig l i

and for sheer fantasy the inner life 
of Ludwig can scarcely have been 
equalled. The incompxitible ingredi
ents—his frenetic striving after per
fection and his delicate sensitivity, 
his deeply devout adherence to the 
Roman Catholic faith, his romantic
ally developed love-nature and 
hunger lor compxmionship, added to 

1 his exclusive homosexualism, all 
steadily expanded to critical mass 
through the years—confined inside 
the unexpansible enclosure of* 'his 
royal heritage, the court obligations 
and pjolitical maneuverings, and the 
constant and insistent demands on 
him for an heir to the throne, could 
have had no other conclusion than 
violence

That there was early in Ludwig s 
psyche a tendency toward llighl- 
inlo-fantasy seems evident. As he 
developed and encountered frustra
tion, this became critical, reaching 
finally a point of no return. It was 
assumed that he was homosexual 
as a result of his paranoia; but it 
is much more likely that he was a 
Paranoiac because of the irresolv
able conflict between his homosex
ualism and the intense guilt feelings 
brought about by his fervid religious 
temperament.

If he had been able to find a 
depjendable outlet for his amative 
nature, he might have lived out a 
moderately satisfying life. Situated 
as he was, however, under the 
constant scrutiny of the moss of his 
subjects, it is not surprising that 
Ludwig felt himself a pursued man. 
taking flight literally into his mount
ains and symbolically into his with- ‘ 
drawn self. He fled toward his own
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death-in-violence.
It is rare to find so fully docu

mented a case-history of a homo
sexual as is offered in "Bavarian 
Fantasy." Ludwig kept a private 
diary into which he poured his 
tortured soul: all his love affairs 
(herj expurgated for censorship re
quirements) were recorded, as well 
as his crushing Catholic conscience 
This diary, along with hundreds of 
personal letters written to friends 
and lovers, preserved in the secret 
ttrchives of the Royal House of Wit- 
‘lesbach, were forbidden publication 
öfter Ludwig s death

The author of this latest biog
raphy wan privileged to have the 
rorr.plete secret archives placed at 
his disposal. It is to be regretted 
that with .so unequalled an op
portunity .'or writing the definitive 
b.cgrcphy the author was not cap
able ci taking advantage of his 
i.sate.'iol Where the biography is 
factual, confining itself to accounts 
of happenings, extracts from diary 
and letters, it makes good reading 
But the biographer is so intent on
■ Turing the reader that he does 
not approve of Ludwig's personality 
and that he himself is superior to 
ouch pitiable homosexual weakness, 
the* the value of the book as char- 
acte.'-assesstnent is badly impai'ed

The British writer does not flinch 
trom so downgrading a phrase as 
nostalgie de la boue" which he
■ cr.ts cgain't Ludwig, It is true that 

Ludv. ig chose his lovers from among 
ne.n oi humble origin; but it is 
r.ie al.so that he chose them from 
mong the intelligentsia, as Richard

•Vagner and losef Kainz, the actor. 
•IS well os ironi among royalty, as 
-rince Paul ol Thurn und Taxis In 
;r.atters ot the heart, Ludwig wo.« 
horoughly democratic

It the .'eader of this book cor. 
ar.cre the ■eli-rightecu.‘= csides of ihe 
'■;:hcr he ■.'ill find this bock vafu-

able for its wealth of new material 
never before published; the num
erous extracts from the private diary 
and the many personal letters 
making it exceptional in the line 
of biography.

an d  the  
hom onexuai
By PHILIP JASON

Comewheie along a life spent in 
^  collecting data ! was struck by ' 
a reolizatto.n—surely elemental and, 
ior most people, perhaps even a bit 
trite—lhat data in itself is not knowl
edge Without scrutiny and coircla 
tion ol the facts we have nolhing 
save a handful of .njor.i'eclc-d 
iragmentj.

Since this realizalion I have lourid 
myself strangely iongue-iieJ on 
many things I woula have ventured 
to comment upon glibly in other 
days. How could I now venture '.o 
speak ol truth, of whether mankind 
was essentially good and reaching 
for the stars or essentially bad, 
needing selfish illusions to keep if 
‘;om turning upon itself and com
mitting suicide? I counted my;-e!: ci:
18 among the idealists and ot ?.l 
artong the ma'erialisis At .15 1 
piece no cetlatn label upon inv 
tfierCights 1 am content in t c.c- 
certain ajsura.n. i c.: bi,-.: g mer-T.y 
an individual human being moving 
slov/ly to a cuntciou.i leuhzaiion 
-vh unconjciou.s sen.se ol values, an.' 
realizing mysell both stronger and 
more humble in consequence

II my experience in thi.t '.vote 
unique, 1 might not hove tried to 
speak ct it at all Let it not Le 
.ccunte"' as presi.-nption i! 1 ;n 
iceoking for myselt, believe that i 
■r:i specking lor others too,, A mem-

ber of a majority in a society, feel
ing his being in no way conflicting 
with society's norm, is under no com
pulsion to reject the formulae offered 
to him by his parents, his church 
or his school. He is not compelled 
to examine the validity of each one 
and to accept or reject each as he 
relates or (ails to relate it to his 
inner self. If he does so consciously, 
he is exceptional. But he is doing so 
of his own free will, out of honest, 
unlroubled philosophic inquiry

With us, however, the problem is 
different. We ore all, regardless of 
whether we realize it, under an ob
ligation to ourselves to carry on thi.s 
conscious examination and discover 
what is morally justified or unjusti
fied, what is meaningfull or mean
ingless for us in terms of our re
jection from society. We may each 
be accepted for ourselves save in 
the one respect that forms the well- 
spring of man's sublimest inspira
tions—love.

As homosexuals, therelore, singly 
and collectively, we have carried on 
a search ior values, constantly and 
critically revising and adapting and 
shaping to our needs the common
place of Western c i v i l i z a t i o n .  
Whether this part of our nature shall 
ever find tolerance, let alone accept
ance, is a moot point, A* far more 
pertinent point is that we have to 
lind our place in relation to each 
other and to society as a whole be
fore we can proceed to aid thai 
society's transformation in to one in 
which we may claim the same right 
to exist as the heterosexual majority 
In other words, none of us can pre
sent the world with his values and 
ask acceptance, nor reconcile those, 
values with those ol society as a 
whole, until we have each arrived- 
at some point ol certainty, at some 
basic lormulation ol values in our 
examination of self and the ethical 
fabric of the world around us that

we may absolutely hold in common 
with humanity as a whole

Inasmuch as this is an individual 
p.’-ocess, I must perforce return to 
myself as a frame of reference. My 
ov.'n reaction to my difference, a re
action but half-understood at that 
time, was a rejection of everything 
from God to (he economic system 
V/hen I had done this, I had the 
illusory satisfaction of believing I 
had attained a clarity of perspective 
that was untroubled by the mists oi 
.superstition and hypocritcial plati
tudes, It look more maturity than I 
then posse.ssed to realize that the 
"superstitions" were only the poor 
attempts of language to convey in 
ner experiences ̂  incapable of being 
¡ally realized in words, that the 
"platitudes" were sometimes truths, 
although their advocates were often 
sanctimonious hypocrites

The dogmata are ways to the 
truth that stands above them. I ask 
no man now, as once I did, to reject 
any one of them, whatever I mysell 
nay personally hold. If through these 
v.-ays a man may arrive at the truth, 
let no man despise them, although 
as ends in themselves they may con
tuse one into losing sight ol Ihe 
terminus.

. I have used the word truth easily 
enough, yel to what does my mind 
trovel when asked Ihe troubling and 
never quiet resolved question that 
v.'as Pilate's riddle I look back upon 
those who have indicated at least 
part ot the answer—to Gandhi and 
Jesus, Moses and Plato, Buddha and 
Coniucious Guatama and Master 
Kung, I fear, are too for removed 
horn the society I live in for me to 
fipd more than an occasional, though 
quite startling at times, personal 
message. But in Gandhi, because he 
v.-as ol our limes and who blessed 
us with a perfect example ol the 
imilatio Christi: in Christ, Ihe Man 
of Sorrows rather than the Living



God of Dogma, who stated the truths 
' in the speech of a Galilean peasant; 
'and in Plato, whose teacher Socrates,
I Western man at the dawn of Europ
ean civilization, gave birth to phil
osophic inquiry—in these, I can see 
ihe basis for a formula of common 
values.

j But why seek from dead yester
day the answerp for unborn tomor
row? Is this ndi. looking back at 
man’s failures, and carrying these 
failures in attempting to reach on- 

tswers to yet unsolved riddles? Not 
' if all human experience is a continu
ity and if ĉ ur failure is not so much 
that we- follow dead prophets but 
in denying or finding a way to real
izing those ethical values that these 
prophets—or teachers, it the word 
prophets seems too obscurantist—first 
consciously grasped.

To transform evil intent by desist
ing from answering it in kind, to 
accept each other's human dignity 
as an inherent quality to be re
spected always, to be ready to lay 
dov/n our lives for each other, to 
meet anger with pity and suffering 
with love—these are positive values, 
a sense of which con raise each hu
man being, including today's de
spised homosexual, into a richer, 
fuller life. And to those who will not 
understand, we can rightly answer 
them with a  belief in the unity of 
all mankind, whether felon or saint, 
Messiah or penitonf thief, man in all 
his infinite variety of complexion, 
language and belief. Oneness 
should' exist between each of us 
within our group, each and all of 
us and a now hostile majority.

These ore ideals, and the world 
has not suddenly changed since Tor- 
quemada of yesteryear and Hitler 

' and Stalin of only yesterday, or of 
smaller men still in our midst. Plato 
equaled tolerance of the homophile 
with democracy, and it was not so 
long ago that Stalin smashed the

homosexual groups within Russia, or 
Hitler those of Germany. Nor so long 
ago that our own government dis
missed loyal civil servants upon sus
picion of such behavior. How then, 
in all seriousness, can we apply 
these ideals in our relationship to 
a  largely hostile world?

The difficulty is overpowering 
Small wonder that there are more 
bleak cynics than cloud-treading 
idealists. Still, it had to be faced by 
every man of nop-violent action. 
Gandhi, for instance, knew that those 
who opposed him had not become 
good in their acts. The British sold
iery still spat upon the Hindu while 
the Hindu to his fellow countryman, 
as witness Brahmin treatment of the 
untouchables, was anything but a 
saint. But Gandhi proceeded to act 
as if the basic natures of the cruel 
and vicious and. unfeeling were 
good—and he was rewarded by a 
wave of courtsmortiol of British non- 
coms for refusing to use their guns 
on the non-resisting sotyagrahis, by 
the breaking down of caste through 
Harijon-Brahmin marriages, by an 
awareness on the port of sensitive 
Brahmins of their callousness toward 
their lellow-Hindu—and, finally, the 
Republic of India began to build 
upon a foundation' his assumption 
had called into existance.

These lessons of the past, bidding 
us to seek within ourselves for a 
body of positive values upon which 
to build a fruitful life for ourselves 
within the society in which we live, 
will have to be faced. They need 
not be faced by all in the same way. 
For instance, they need not be met 
by the non-religious among us by 
any return to a church, a dogma or 
even a god. But, I believe, they will 
nevertheless have to be faced in 
some way by all of the responsible 
members of our minority, whatever 
their theological belief or disbelief 

(Continued on pe^e 36)
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face
By Alice La Vere

With her husband, George Spillm an, the author has been 
en£aied in  a iding the personal adjustment o f many per
sona in  a l l  walks o f  l i f e ,  and w ith a l l  kinds o f prob
lems • She recen tly  addressed a discuss ion forum o f  the 
Mattachine S o cie ty  a t San Francisco, and condensed her 
remarks for the follow ing a r t ic le .

It is popular in America to con
sider all homosexual individuals 
,mentally ill. This is almost univers
ally true. Yet, there is no evidence 
to support this label of illness.

True, some homosexuals ore com
pulsive neurotics, some, suffer from 
schizophrenic tendencies, many are 
paranoid—and have reason to be— 
but many I have known are well ad
justed and stable minded indvid- 
uals.

It has been my experience of the 
past 22 years counseling people in 
general with emotional disturbances 
that the prevalence of mental ill
ness is found among heterosexuals 
equal to that among the homosex
uals.

Somewhere in the great residue 
of ‘ common knowledge”, a great pile 
of misinformation has sprung up con
cerning the homosexual.

Common knowledge is frequently 
untrue, unreliable, and unfair. The 
free press, dedicated to ¡sales, has 
nurtured many false beliefs by mak
ing specific crimes and tragedies 
seem to be the general behavior of 
the homosexual group.

Homosexual suicides, murders.

thefts, seductions of minors, always 
gain banner headlines with such 
labels as sex fiends, degenerate, per
vert, queer and others lirpited only 
to the lurid imagination of the re
porter.

Yet, there are daily suicides, 
murders, rape, thefts, seduction of 
minors by heterosexuals. These re 
ceive newspaper headlines but are 
deemed crimes of passion resultant 
from hurl fellings, anger, confusion, 
or despondency.

Since every human being under
stands being hurt, angry, hostile, 
and-or depressed, such misdeeds are 
deemed by inference as normal in 
a large society—normal and frequent 
—although frowned upon by people 
in general.

So with the combined efforts of 
outraged society, ambitious police, 
the bulk of proper woman kind and 
the church, the poor homsosexual 
group becomes the object of a 20th 
century witch hunt.

Women kind, society, the church 
and the press seem to develop a.m- 
bitious hostility as soon as it is 
ledrned that any man finds sexual 
relief by investing his amatory ac-



livities outside ol the accepted do
main of producing children.

Consequently prostitution, mas- 
turbatior and homosexuality violate 
either civil or religious law. Prostitu
tion exists usually by bribing law 
enforcement authorities. Homosexu
ality exists under cover, underground 
and almost since recorded history.

Actually the homosexual differs 
from all society in only one way 
his or her choice of love object.

The subject of love object or fe
tish is involved; a separate discus
sion is necessary to exploit its rami
fications

In my own limited experience, 1 
have' known individuals whose fetish 
has embraced every conceivable ob
ject of human apparel from shoes to 
raincoatsl including such sundry 
items as falling water, group sing- , 
ing, religious fervors . whips, horses, 
and precious jewels

Thçsè; strange items ol lustful sti
mulation* are considered human as 
long os the person manages to main
tain intercourse ■with the opposite 
sex.

Yet, an individual '.vhose emo
tional stability is well established is 
considered mentally ill when his 
love object becomes a member ol 
the same • sex.

Such is our semantic environment 
and such are our social mores.

And because ol the label ol ill
ness—those who deal with illness 
as a profession—are hard put to it

to find a cure for falling in love.
From my point of view gained by 

many years of experience and study 
of the individuals .with this particu
lar issue, I canriot call falling in 
love a true illness.

Most people fall in love sometime 
during a life time. The homosexual 
simply, stubbornly and persistantly 
falls in love with his own sex.

Society disapproves.
So sociely must hunt for a cure 

or correction.
To date the search has been in 

vain; there is no deraonstratable 
cure for this nalural phenomena.

Over-the years ambitious healers 
have tried: castration, imprisonment, 
exorcising devils, hiring of prosti
tutes to train the youth in proper 
acceptable sex habits, drugs, hor
mones, psychotherapy, electric and 
insulin shock and even lobotomy.

All these experiments on human 
guinea pigs whose only "crime" 
was falling in love with their own 
sex.

These treatments have left many 
emotio-ially prippled for the rest ol 
their vegetattive lives because of 
the experimentation.

Drugs can numb the human mind 
to a state where it feels little or 
nothing, fn time the drugs create 
their own neurosis and become a 
crutch to an already sagging person
ality. Tragically, too many sincere 
people have discovered they have

DOGMA AND THE HOMOSEXUAL
(Continued from 34)

To those who hold, fast to organized 
or unorganized theistic systems, the 
search for ethical value.s within 
them should be constant. For those 
who hold to none, my plea is not to 
throw away the baby with what

you. regard as the afterbirth That 
baby is the sense of values, which 
alone offers us a foundation upon 
v.’hich to build a better arid saner 
world. "

I

become addicted to the drug and 
and they still have their original 
problem

The male hormone, testosterone, 
has been used on the theory that 
since it produced maleness in the 
human mechanism, it would make 
a man more masculine in person
ality. However, too many seeking 
help have learned to their regret 
that testosterone increased the sex 
appetite and the love object re
mained the same.

Electric shock and insulin shock 
have their place in situations of men
tal illness. However, neither has ac
complished cffiy demonstratable re
sults in changing the choice of love 
object. Brain cells may be altered 
or destroyed or made numb—but 
people sane or insane still fall in 
love.

When an individual is treated 
until he becomes a vegetable or a 
zombie, can we intelligently consider 
hiin cured? Individually and collect
ively' the homosexual suffers from 
rejection, hostility, loneliness, frus
tration, depression, compulsive and 
impulsive reactions, inferiority feel
ings, fear of public opinion, fear ot 
the outcome, mental cowardice and 
defeatism as much as he does from 
his homosexual feelings. Like any 
persecuted group, he feels that if 
only the thing that causes him his 
persecution, were removed, he would 
have no troubles.

Yet, we have the same negative 
feelings in the unpersecuted hetero
sexual. Society approves of his love 
object. If it were the homosexual 
feelings alone that are basic in the 
neurosis of the homosexuals, why, 
then, do we have neurotic hetero
sexuals?

My personal experience is about 
all I can trust in this controversial 
situation. J have found that when 
the negative mental reflexes are ex
changed for constructive and posi

tive ones, individuals on either side 
of the sex line improve their atti
tudes, efficiency, and gain success 
and peace of mind.

Years of examination of this sub
ject has brought me into contact 
with toll homosexuals, short ones, 
well groomed ones, fat ones, skinny 
ones, nervous mousey ones, flegma- 
tic bull like ones, bright ones, stupid 
ones, artistic ones, ambitious ones, 
moronic ones, lazy ones as v/ell as 
those with a real symptom oi mental 
disturbance.

A cross section oi any group 
would give you the similiar picture. 
The largest problem of the homo
sexual individual is not his homo
sexuality as such.

The big issue is his rejection by 
society, his feelings oi guilt, his 
overcompensation for attention, and 
his insecurity in his job, his social 
position, and his society.

What person could live a trouble 
free life with rtfese mental blocks 
nagging at him constantly regardless 
of his sex habits?

When we accept the premise that 
homosexuality is not a mental ill
ness but rather a deviation from 
accepted social behavior I am cer
tain all of us as counsellors will 
make great headway in our helping 
ihe homosexual reach a satisfactory 
adjustment to himself, his society 
and his worth to his community

Some who have studied with me 
have bridged the chasm and be
come heterosexual in habit. Many 
have remained homosexual in their 
love choice but have gained social 
security, financial security, and 
freedom from rejection, loneliness, 
frustration, and general nervousness.

This kind oi help can be assured; 
it is a big step in the right direc
tion.

Certainly the intelligent and am
bitious person with homosexual feel
ings should learn to direct his ener-



gies to his own advancement and 
achievement in this, society until 
he has gained the respect and ad
miration of those who might other
wise continue to,̂  flour|der in the 
misconception of what a  homosex
ual really is.

When this is done, it is very 
possible that society will begin to

use some tolerance and understand 
ing and through acceptance of the 
worthy homosexual for what he has 
to offer actually avoid creating more 
misfits by continuous rejection, hos
tility, and persecution.

This much we can do now. Only 
the homosexual, himself stands in 
the way of this advancement. I ,

i* )

VALUES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
(Continued front page 8)

prove that his interpretation is cor
rect. The religious person may be
lieve, on faith, that there is a God, 
and that the cosmos is the result of 
and functions according to God s 
purposes, but he can hove no legiti
mate certainty that he understands 
God's reasons, that he knows the 
why of things.

We take God on faith if we take 
Him at all, and essential to our faith 
iS our belief that God is an unseen 
creative spirit. He is the ultimate' 
truth. We believe that that  ̂ ultimate 
‘ruth is good Yet God is on un
fathomable mystery to the mind of 
.Tian. He is the breath of life, the 
clan vital. He is the pattern-maker, 
♦ho inventor of everything that is, the 
supreme artist. Be is love. We are 
his creatures. 1̂ 1# partake of His na
ture in oui smpH creaturely way. It 
is our duty to Him to live, to love 
Our sense of God must govern the 
spirit in which we live. But I do not 
think it is the function of the churches 
to dictate our every thought, to reg
ulate our every act. The churches 
are all too human, after all. They 
have shown themselves to be blind 
and mistaken as often as any other 
instrumentality of man. ^

Nor do I think that God is either 
a Desk Sergeant or a Magistrate or 
a Prosecuting Attorney and man s 
relation to God is not that of a cul
prit in the dock. Rather, it is a re

lationship of love. God is merciful, 
forgiving. He does not expect per
fection from us. What He does expect 
is the life-long moral effort. Because 
God is merciful I am sure that H® 
does not wish man to go through 
life everlastingly weighed down by 
the sense ol guilt and .therefore, 
afraid. There is a great difference 
between the fear of the guilt-ridden 
and the awe which fills us whe» we 
think lovingly of God. Since God is 
spirit, and our relationship with Him 
is spiritual, then His law for us,con- 
cerns the spirit in which we act. I do 
not think that God cares who one 
loves, but how one loves. What mat
ters is the spirit of the thing. A good 
wife and a whore engage in the 
same sexual acts, the difference be
tween them lies in the spirit in which 
they act, not in the acts themselves. 
Yes, and there may be whorish wives 
and wifely whores. .

Well, that about sums up one 
man's concept of his responsibility to 
God But what about man's respon
sibilities to his felloy men? We all 
want freedom to be ourselves and 
to pursue our own aims and pur
poses, arid truly, such freedom is 
each man's right—up to the point 
at whiclwin the exercise of his free
dom, he encroaches op the liberty of 
his neighbor. Yet we taiust recognize 
that freedom inexorably demands 
responsibility or else^a chaotic dog-
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eat-dogism must prevail. Doubtless 
we would all like to live in a world 
in which people are rational and 
compassionate and just in their deal
ings with each other. Well, if we sit 
wringing our hands and complaining 
about what a bad old world this is, 
leaving the initiative to others, then 
we get no forwarder. If we want to 
live in a better world then to some 
small degree, in our own small or
bits, we must create it for ourselves 
by trying to be rational, compassion
ate and just in our own dealings. We 
can't merely wait for the other guy 
to change We must be willing to 
take the moral initiative ourselves 
And once we adopt this attitude it 
is astonishing how many collaborat
ors we find. But I think something 
further needs to be said about this 
s t a n d a r d  of reasonableness—it 
seems to me the rational man must 
also take into account and make 
due allovrances lor the emotional, ir
rational side of life. It is irrational 
to expect oneself or others always 
to be strictly rational The poetry, the 
lyricism in the human soul must not 
be stifled As Dr. Abraham Meyerson 
summed it up in his book Speaking 
of Man: "Perhaps we can find some 
wisdom to guide us, some discipline 
that does not crucify the powerful 
longings and instinctive cavortings 
of man and yet leads to order, de
cency and kindness. We need a 
way of life in which the animal, 
guided by reason, may romp but 
will not bite '•

Now let me be very clear about 
what I mean by responsibility. It is 
not just a two-bit word.

The first and indispensible in
gredient of responsibility is care. It 
implies self-love, a concern for the 
effect ol one's words and actions 
upon one's own life. But, besides, 
it is based upon a realization of the 
inextricable interdependency of hu
man beings upon one another, and

hence it becomes concern for the ef-jj
fects of our words and actions upon 
the lives of others, whether for good 
or ill.

In his book Must You Conform?
the psychoanalyst Robert M. Lindner 
explains responsibility as follows; 
■'With mankind, nature has attemp
ted something new By providing the 
human animal with an apparatus at 
the apex of his nervous system lor 
centralizing, organizing and co-ordi
nating information, she has prepared 
hi.m for more than rtscording facts 
and reacting to them. Among other 
functions meditated b ^ A e  brain of 
man are the capacity fdf understand
ing the relationships of separate 
items of information and, above all, 
p'edicting consequences. Man, there
fore, is endowed with a prophetic 
sense, an ability ' to foretell,* within 
limits, the possible outcome of many 
ol his activities. This renders him 
the sole consciously responsible an
imal among the forms of life. As a 
proplisA he naturally acquires ac- 
cpun'tgfeiKty for large areas of -his'
behav'iStr, since he is informed in
ad'vance os to the results and thus 
offced the possibility of choice."

Dr. Lindner doesn’t say so. but it 
seems to me that responsibility also 
implies initiative. It is not the satne 
as obedience. The great American 
writer Henry David Thoreau refused 
to pay his taxes and voluntarily went 
to jail in protest against the federal 
government's compromise on the 
slavery issue before the Civil War. 
S'ubsequently, he v/rote his famous 
essay On Civil Disobedience which 
years later, inspired Ghandi and led 
to his long and successful campaign 
against British rule in India. Now, 
neither Thoreau nor Ghandi were ir- 
responsibles. They were men motiv
ated by care, by foresight, and they 
dared to seize the initiative. Although 
deliberate law-breakers they were 
clearly not criminals Furthermore, it
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is most important to realise that 
neither of them tried to avoid the 
consequences of his acts. Their be
havior was deeply moral:

At the other extreme lie those 
contemporary citizens of Clinton, 
Tennessee who, while detesting the 
thought of the resegregation of the 
races in the South, and while taking 
every lawful means to preserve seg
regation, nevertheless hated mob 
rule even more and believed that 
the maintenance of government by 
law was a matter of greater import
ance than moinlaining segregation 
in the schools at any cost A bond of 
forty-seven men in Clinton opposed 
themselves to a mob of three thous- 

- and, broke it up, and prevented it 
from reassembling until relieved by 
the arrival of a strong detachment 
of the state police. The course they 
chose was the opposite of Thoreau's 
and Ghandi's. Yet, although they de
cided against their own convictions 
in the matter of race relations, it 
is true, they decided in favor of on 
even stronger conviction, that mob 
rule was intolerable and that gov
ernment by due process of law is a 
necessity of civilized life. Here too 
we find the elements of care, fore
sight, and initiative: responsibility 

7 Here too we see morality in action.
The point I would like to make is 

that responsible action is not the 
same os blind obedience to oullr- 
ority on<i that it is not always the 
same for all men. It is apparent also 
that different conditions and situa
tions call for different’decisions. Per
haps Thoreau, had he been in Clint
on a  month ago, would hove made 
a forty-eighth. And Ghcmdi did not 
live long enough to show us how he 
would hove acted had he been a 
leader rotlier than an opponent of 
government.

Many homosexuals who have 
been badly buffeted by life assume 
an "excuse me for living" attitude.

They become super-submissive, ul
tra-conformist. They lean over back
wards in their attempt to ovoid giv
ing offence to anyone, at whatever 
sacrifice of principle and conviction. 
They live in fear of the low, in fear 
of public opinion, in fear of them
selves, and become so thoroughly 
cowed that they dare not voice a 
protest or a criticism of anything or 
anybody, however well merited it 
might be. In many cases such an 
attitude is understandable, but is it 
responsible? There is often plenty 
of real reason for the homosexual 
to live in fear, but let us not confuse 
the fear-dominated life with the good 
life, the virtuous life. Virtue is not 
so negative a thing os thgl

On the other hand, many other 
homosexuals, because the law and 
society give them a raw deal, turn 
against all law and order, face life 
from a cynically anti-social stance. 
That too is understandable. Lord 
knows—but it isn’t very bright. Be
cause some laws are bad we are not 
justified in taking an anarchic at
titude towards all law, surely. Is 
civilization, conceivable without the 
law? Let us rather respect the law, 
realizing how greatly we all benefit 
by it in numerous ways even though 
in one very important way we are 
victimized by it. At the some time 
let us realize that it is not only our 
right but our responsibility to work 
lor the repeal of bad laws and the 
passage of better ones. 1 have some
times thought that there may be 
some such thing as a  "Samson com
plex", a pattern and drive which for
ces people who hove been injured 
by social injustice to strive blindly 
to pull down the pillars of the tem
ple, destroying the people gathered 
there and themselves as well. Doubt
less such people have a thirst for 
justice in a rudimentary way, but 
v/here's the good in a form of justice 
which seeks only to destroy? Ob

viously, such activity is not respon
sible. It exhibits neither care nor 
foresight and seems to result more 
from blind ipner compulsion than 
from initiative.

! do not believe that either of 
these forms of irresponsibility, or the 
infinite mixtures of the two, are in
trinsic to the homosexual orientation 
or are fundamental to the nature of 
homosexual men and women. It is 
loo easily assumed that the homo
sexual is a basicaly anti-social in
dividual. But when one considers 
the sort of treatment that the homo- 
.sexual receives at the hands of the 
law and of society it seems to me 
one need look no farther for the 
cau.ses of whatever anti-social traits 
the homosexual frequently displays. 
There can be no doubt but that the 
homosexual has been the victim of 
a vast amount of legalized and soc
ially acceptable persecution in the 
course of the past two thousand 
years, more than enough to account 
for whatever anti-social traits may 
be found in the characters of homo
sexual individuals. Nevertheless the 
fact remains that if the homosexual 
is ever to attain freedom and justice 
he must learn to assume responsi-

bility—for responsibility is freedom's 
Siamese twin, it is impossible for 
the one to exist without the other.

It is an old adage that "you can 
take the boy out of the country but 
you can't take the country out of 
the boy". And every social worker 
knows that you con take children 
out of the slums but it is enormously 
difficult to take the slums out of the 
children. And even if every law for
bidding homosexuality were re
pealed overnight, even if every so
cial prejudice were suddenly abol
ished it would still take a long time 
for homosexuals to overcome the ef
fects of their present outlaw status, 
for them to overcome their acquired 
taste for sordid, bootleg, speak-easy 
types of love, for them to overcome 
their defensive-aggressive attitudes 
towards the law and towards society. 
But let us always remenrber that it 
is the law and society itself which 
has forced these attitudes and un
savory kinds of behavior upon them 
in the first place. However, if 1 am 
correct in what I have stated above 
who can doubt the enormous im
portance to us all of these questions 
of value and responsibility?

(To be continued)

BERGLER CRITIQUE (Continued from page 14)
Authorities like Bergler (whose 

declaration that he writes only on 
weekends certainly can be believed) 
are among a growing sect of pom
pous neo-Freudians, who have sub
stituted "sick" for sin and who damn 
souls with it as sanctimoniously as 
any calvanistic minister.

The cruelty of such books as 
Eergler's is the effect on many peo
ple, youths in particular, who will 
feel tragically locked in the false 
identity of "a confirmed homosex
ual," when in truth their behavior 
may only be a transition, a  de
layed adolescence, an exaggerated

hero worship, or one of an infinite 
variety of sincere but misguided uo- 
mcsexual experiences. Add to this, 
the effect on the spartan instincts of 
archaic-law enforcement agents and 
O P the sundry bigots hunting scape
goats among minorities, and the re
sult is likely lo be the usual wave 
of campus suicides and frantic peo
ple driven into evasive, antisocial 
acts.

Sexual perversion, whether lie- 
- tero-texual or homosexual, would be 
a lot less prevalent if the great 
American preoccupation with spx 
were not in fact the disgusting m.ass



spectacle of children begetting 
children.

NOTE: Since 1 am not an "author
ity" like Dr. Bergler, I would likely 
be assumed os onother land oi 
authority, ond therefore osk that 
in the event oi publication of this 
letter, or any port of it, that my name 
be withheld.

My work as a clinical psycholo
gist in a non-clinical setting has 
enabled me to see the projective 
testing of some 1500 "normal" men 
and women every year for the past 
five and a half years. ■

It is the common agreement of 
the staff with which 1 work that the 
most pervasive problem that Amer
icans hove to cope with is insecurity 
and self-doubt-residuals from child
hood when such self-assessment was 
entirely realistic. Nearly as impor
tant—and certainly holding a firm 
second place—is the constellation 
that is variously designated as role 
conflicts, problems of identification, 
latent homosexuality, and so forth.

While the attitudes expressed by 
Dr. Bergeler undoubtedly mirror a 
fairly wide-spread 'popular" view
point, ray work demonstrates that it 
is exactly this attitude in our so
ciety which exacfs a terrific toll of 
unnecessary suffering on the part 
of most of our population. It is dis
tressing to see it reach almost ma- 
macalproportions in a man whose 
position should be presumed to re
flect a mature, objective, scientific 
viewpoint.

Perhaps the most trepchant—and 
apparontly the most ignored—com
ment on Dr. Bergler's problems was 
made by Ernest Jones in his paper, 
"Psyhoanalysis and Biology", read  ̂
before the Second International Con
gress for Sex Research in 1930 (the 
condensation is mine)

I should like to preface what I 
have to say on the vexed question

oi bisexuality and homosexuality 
with the remark that the experience 
of psychoanalysis shows it to be by 
for the most difficult problem to 
envisage impartially of any in the 
whole field of depth psychology 
Even the resources of psychoanaly
sis, with its unique power of un
dermining bias and also of obtain
ing otherwise inaccessible data, 
hove not yet been equal to achiev
ing conclusions that are satisfact
orily. objective. What I think can be 
asserted with sureness is that in the 
deeper layers of the mind far more 
bisexuality exi.sts than is generally 
supposed. But the difficulty in the 
v.'ay of making a final qstimate here 
is the indubitable fact that so much 
of this deep bisexuality, or—to speak 
more accurately—of the homosexual 
part of it, is quite secondary in 
nature. At present the most im
portant work being carried out in 
psychoanalysis is the endeavor to 
elucidate the precise connections be
tween sexuality on the one hand 
and the attitudes of fear, guilt and 
hate on the other. The interrelo- 
tionships here are quite extraordi
narily involved. It has been esta
blished that, of the attitudes in ques
tion, that of guilt is the least pri
mary. That the non-gratification of 
sexual impulses is inherently con
nected with reactions of fear and 
hate is also quite certain.

Dr. Bergler’s book would seem 
to be the result of one man's "reac
tion of fear and hate" rather than 
his objective assessment of what 
bis patients might have taught him 
1 should not be in the least surprised 
to learn, if this comment comes to 
his attention, that he dismissed it 
simply on the grounds that the 
devil «knows how to quote Scriptures 
for his I own purposes. But then Dr 
Bergler's reasoning has always been 
tightly tautological

Sam Morford.
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