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D isch arge s  from the ormed forces under other than honorable conditions have 

become o b light on a '^ to lerant" Arnerico «vithin the past decade. Many young men 

have found them selves out of the ormy« navy, air force or marine corps with a re* 

lease  certificate that doesn 't soy honoroble, nor does it say dishonorable. But in 

th is awful in-between, they have found that employment is  d ifficu lt or im possib le  

ond for o il procticol purposes, if the dischorge isn 't  honorable, it might a s  well be 

dishonorable—the stigma is  the same.

Representotive Torbert H. Macdonald of M ossachusetts recently co lled  attention 

to the evil when he proposed o bill in the House of Representatives in Washington  

which would provide for a review of a ll such d ischorgos when the veteron could 

show that h is chorocter, conduct, activ itie s and habits had been exemplary for a 

three year period offer return to c iv ilian  life.

In tho remarks below, token directly from the C O N G R E S S IO N A L  R E C O R D ,  read

ers w ill note the figure of 69,323 undesiroble, bad conduct or general d ischarges, 

reported by the speaker os having been issu ed  during f isca l year 1955. While the

THE HOMOPUI LE PROBL EM
as it concerns the Lesbian...W ritten and edited by 
women, published by the Daughters of B ilitis , Inc.

T H E  L A D D E R
Prica- $2.50 per year, moiled in plain, sealed envelope. Monthly.

Order subscriptions direct from:

D A U G H T E R S  OF B I L I T I S ,  I NC.

Room 308 693 Mission St. San Francisco 5

means to check the occurocy of Rep. Macdonald 's statement is  not readily ovoilob le  

it  Is  believed that th is figure may have been meant to cover the period .fuly^l, 

1950-June 30, 1955.

For h is  timply and com possionote appeal on beholf of nvony veterans doomed to 

second c la s s  ‘ citizensh ip, W A T T A C H IN E  R E V IE W  is  proud to .^olirtc Rep. Mac

donald, and u r ^ s  its  readers to endorse h is proposol in letters to other C o n gre ss

men. Here Is  the excerpt taken frotn C O N G R E S S IO N A L  R E C O R D :

Other Than Honorable Discharges

EXTENSION OP REMARKS 
o r

HON. TORBERT H. MACDONALD
. 0UKA*SACHUSETTS

IN THE HOU^aPi'HEPBESENTATIVES 
TAursdaif,'Ai)riI IS, 1957

Mr. MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker, I 
have today introduded a bill dealing with 
the h a rd ^ ip  suifered by thousands of 
itmerican serylcemen who have been dis
charged from the Armed Forces under 
conditions other than honorable. These 
are Individuals who have committed 
minor offenses or who because of some 
mental defect or disease have failed to 
meet, during their service, acceptable 
standards of social or military conduct. 
Their offenses or conduct were not seri
ous enough to amount to crime either 
military or civil, for they have not been 
tried and convicted by a general court- 
martial.

Although the policy of the Armed 
Forces in issuing discharges other than 
honorable to such individu&ls was and 
is intended to distinguish these unfortu. 
nates from real criminals, nevertheless 
this meritoripus effort on part of the 
Armed PordraDas, failed Of its Intended 
effect. In  the civilian mind there is little 
or no difference between the individual 
who was discharged other than honor
ably and the individual who was dis
charged dishonorably. The ordinary 
civilian has neither the time nor the 
patience to draw distinctions. If one has 
not an honorable dispharge, chances for 
gaining employment are very small, in
deed.

Mr. Speaker, have you seen the effects 
of such discharges upon the lives of 
these ex-servicemen? Try as they will 
they cannot get or hold jobs. Employ
ers don't want to employ them, and 
therefore not only do they pay the price 
for a misdemeanor dver and over again, 
but also their wives and Qhildren also

pay a penalty out of proportion to the 
original offense. This atmosphere per
meates as well to the social level, where 
it lurks as a family sk e l^ n , a thing to 
be hidden. These unfortunate ex- 
servicemen apply, time after time, to 
the boards for the correction of mili
tary or naval records in the desperate 
hope that something might be found in 
their record which wUl afford a basis 
for changing the quality of their dis
charges. In most cases, the correction 
boards are helpless under the state ol 
our present law. Their review is con
fined to the military record. It is true, 
the law says they may consider “such 
other evidence as may be presented by 
such person.’’ But what effect is given 
this language? No matter how exem
plary a life the individual has led since 
his discharge, no matter if he has been 
cured ol the mental disease which caused 
his unacceptable conduct, no matter If 
his fault did not amount to a crime, the 
boards limit themselves to the official 
records and evidence relating strictly
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I pay a penalty out of proportion to the 
original offense. This atmosphere per
meates as well to the social level, where 
it  lurks as a family skeleton, a thing to 
be hidden. These u n fo r t i^ te  ex- 
fervicemen apply, time after time, to 
the boards for the correction of inlli- 
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have today Introduced a bill dealing with boards are ihelpless i ^ e r  th e s ta te o f  
the hardship suffered by thousands of
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thereto; the cold ofiBcial language comes 
back, “the board regrets, but." The in
dividual must pay and pay for his mis
demeanor committed when of a young 
age until he dies. His family and chil
dren must also pay and pay, not only 
until l)e dies, but even beyond. Mr. 
Speaker, is this thCv penalty a man 
should pay for acts or faults which were 
not criminal? Acts, which in the main, 
were committed by young persons who 
bad not yet matured into adult judg
ment or responsibility.

I  think you will agree that so severe a 
punishment should not be meted out to 
these servicemen. This bill will give 
them hope, a chance at rehabilitation. 
I t  will not wipe the slate cléan, but it wUl 
say, tha t under our system, rehabilita
tion is not only possible but should have 
its rewards. Congress will now make 
clear its purpose,” that the appropriate 
board must consider evidence of subse
quent good character and exemplary con
duct, and must issue to such individuals, 
a discharge or release under honorable 
conditions, dated back to the date of the 
original discharge tha t these men have 
rehabilitated themselves. Of course, it 
must be established to the satisfaction 
of the board by oral or written evidence, 
or even by such independent investiga
tion as the board may make, tha t his 
character, conduct, activities, and habits 
since his original discharge have been 
good for a t least 3 years. I t  directs the 
Board to take into consideration in each 
case the reasons for the nature of the 
original discharge or dismissal, together 
with such other factors as the board may 
consider appropriate. Although the bill 
would permit the granting of an hcmor- 
able discharge to these Individuals, I  call 
to your attention tha t it would not au
thorize Uie granting of thè  so-called di
rect OI benefits Including pension, ccan- 
pensation, hospitalization, military pay 
and allowances, education, loan guar
anty, retired pay, or other benefits. They 
would get a discharge under honorable 
conditions only.

Mr. Speaker, every Member of this 
House I  am sure will agree with me when 
I  say tha t this legislation is long over
due. In  the fiscal year 1955, a total of 
l,0fiii,940 men and women were dis
charged from all branches of the Armed 
Forces. Of these were 69,323 who re
ceived undesirable, bad conduct, or gen
eral discharges—those aubject to re
view under the provisions of the bill

which I  have introduced. I t  is interest
ing to note th a t between July 1, 1950 
and June 30, 1955, only 561 discharges 
were corrected or changed by the Boards 
for the Correction of Military and Naval 
Records. I  repeat only 561 out of 69,- 
323. This is due, I am sure, not to the 
coldness of heart of the reviewing board, 
but rather to the punitive rules under 
which the reviewing board operates.

I  am sure that every Member of Con
gress has one or more cases,in bis dis
trict where boys still in their teenage 
years have been given less than honor
able discharges th a t could be merito
riously considered by the appropriate 
military review board.

For this reason, Mr. Speaker, I  hope 
that the 8Sth Congress will enact this 
worthy legislation into law. By doing 
so it  will give many thousands of our 
American servicemen, who have re
habilitated themselves in civilian life, a 
chance to prove th a t they have lived an 
exemplary life and are now good Amer
ican citizens. The stigma which now 
automatically attaches for a lifetime to 
them can be erased. I t  will help them 
to obtain dignified employment worthy 
of their natural ambitions and abilities.
I  feel th a t they have been punisb'ed 
enough, let us help them to help them
selves in their goal to become flnt-class 
citizens. (Continued on page 42)
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B Y  P E T E R  J ACKS ON

PART III

the tender trap
Most homosexuals, no doubt, would welcome a change in the law 

which would remove the legal penalties for homosexual acts be
tween consenting adults. There are groups in the legal and relig
ious professions which recommend that course of action. For more 
than the past half century efforts have been made in various direc
tions to have homosexual love legally recognized and given perfect 
equality with heterosexual love.

In Germany, for example, a number of writers including von Kup- 
fer, Bluher and Friedlander, boldly championed such a course al
though the efforts were futile. In 1900 von Kupfer called upon men 
to proclaim their independence from women. Bluher considered 
homosexualism as^wr essential human trait which must be granted 
an outlet with certain restrictions (setting the age of consent at 14 
and forbidding the use of violence). A film was once produced in 
Germany depicting the plight of the homosexual who falls victim to 
the wiles of a blackmailer. Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld agreed to imper
sonate the scientist in that production who attempts- to enlighten 
the pniblic as to the nature of homosexualism, so as" to bring about 
a modification of the statute punishing deviates.

‘ ' ' „ a lU d in . REVIEW

In the final complete article in the series. Author Peter Jackson 
cites a true casje history of a man who was undoubtedly a sex  
deviate, and who somehow seemed to invite attention from 
police officers time and time again. The article states that 
this case history is an eloquent picture of how NOT to behave.

Although the au\thor describes activities of some police 
officers who sought to entrap individuals in illegal acts, 
it must be pointed out that this practice is not found in all 
metropolitan police departments. Many enlightened police 
administrations]^ the V. S. today understand the plight of 
the homopbile. Their concern is lim ited to public behavior, 
involvement o f minors, and use of force, violence or fraud.

Friedlander, in his "Renaissance des Eros Uranios,” sugge.sted 
bringing ancient! and modern culture into harmony by reviving the 

Greek Eros, and overthrowing the monopoly which woman has of be
ing loved and beautiful.”

There is probably no exact parallel between Greek culture and 
that of the present day. Hellenic culture was decidedly masculine. 
On the other hand the Kinsey statistics indicate that there is appar
ently a resemhlanpe between the example of huge blocks of Amer
ican society and that of Demosthenes from the standpoint of sexual
ity. Demosthenes Reputedly sought sexual expression in four media. 
They were the prostitute, the concubine, the wife and the male 
mistress. ■*

Dean Swift once remarked about legislation and the law that it 
was "clearly proved diat ignorance and idleness are the proper in
gredients for qualifying a legislator; and that laws are best explained 
and applied by those whose interests and abilities lie in perverting 
confounding and eluding them.”  Quite probably similar thoughts have 
crossed the minds of many American homosexuals in their efforts to 
discern the logic and wisdom of any law prohibiting the sexual act 
between consenting adults. Laws of this sort are probably in the 
class with the infemous 18th amendment to the U. S. Constitution 
which probably caused mote crime, immorality and neurosis than it 
ever prevented or punished. It is to be hoped that the laws making 
homosexual relations between consenting adults a crime will go 
down the drain with other such monstrosities as the 18th amend
ment.

Many Avho would perhaps be agreeable to repealing the laws



mentioned would not socially recognize homosexuality. For those 
people who reñise to recognize it, why not recommend that they visit 
New York City and refuse to recognize the Empire State Building. 
Certainly many reputed homosexuals have been recoenized in his
tory, among them the Greek philosophers, ^ e t s  and playwrights of 
the classic age,¡Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great,-Michelangelo, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Frederick of Prussia, Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde, 
Nietzsche, Vincent van Gogh, to mention but a few.

The sonnets which Michelangelo wrote to young Tommaso Cavalieri 
were tender expressions of love which may well have been address
ed to a woman. Even a sober scientist like Winckelman was so car
ried away by his homosexual love for Frederick von Berg that he 
wrote to the latter, “ All die names 1 might call you are not sweet 
enough to do justice to my love. All the things 1 might say to you 
sound too weak to give- voice to my heart and soul. I love you, my 
dearest, more than the whole world and neither time nor circum
stance nor age can ever cause my love to diminish.”

Yet one must live with the law as it stands until the day it is 
changed. In the light of that sober reality it is probably the better 
course to refrain from those acts which may bringf one under the 
auto-da-fe of some municipal Torquemada. Whatnot to do may well 
be expressed by the following case history cited here as something 
of a horrible example. It is a case chosen at random. It may or may 
not be typical. It is informative. It is authentic.

Highly important is it that the following is a reporting of facts. 
It is not presented as a blanket criticism of law enforcement agen
cies or blanket condonment of homosexual activity.

X is of good background. He is professionally trained, has a 
university degree and is a member of a good fraternity. In practice 
X is socially bisexual. ^Like many single men he does from time to 
time visit a cocktail lounge to “ pick up” a girl or a handsome 
young man like himself. He is not particularly aggressive in con
tacting men. Prior to his first arrest he had no police record.

His residence was some miles from the downtown area of a med
ium sized city and he did not drive a personal car. Occasionally he 
would be invited to a cocktail party on the opposite side of town. 
At the conclusion of such affairs some friend would usually drop 
him off in the downtown section, most often in the early morning. 
On such occasions, usually on the week-end, and when he had er
rands to do in the following morning, he would go to the bus station 
to spend two to four hours. Public tiilnsportation to his home at such 
hours was infrequent. On these rare occasions he felt less conspic
uous in the bus station than he would have in the lobby of a hotel.
8 m a t la c k tna m u i w

Around 6 a.m. generally he would go to the washroom to freshen his 
appearance. Then he would get breakfast and later do his errands 
before returning to his suburban home.

On one such occasion he met a young man in the bus station. 
This man told J. that he was broke and was attempting to get back 
to his home some 1100 miles distant. X, touched by the story,of
fered to share a room and breakfast the next day as the young man 
had had no sleep for two nights and no foodfor at least a day. They 
departed for a lotel, registered and went to bed. Soon thereafter 
the young man rose and departed indignantly. X, being innocent of 
any overt sexual advance, thought nothing of it and returned to 
sleep. He was awakened later by loud knocks on the door. It was 
the police in company with the young man. There followed a ques
tioning and a search for evidence. This primarily consisted of an ex
amination of bed and bath linen, but included an inspection of the 
fire escape to see if diere were a hidden partner outside. X told his 
story,denied the accusation,' and the officers left with the young 
man. Because ojf this accusation the young man got the sympathy 
of the police who had him remanded to his home in care of juvenile 
authorities. On no more than this—which involved no arrest—X was 
registered in the files of the vice squad as a sex offender though he 
did not know it at the time. The young man got his trip home at the 
price of wrecking the reputation of X.

Some two months later X was in the bus station on a similar oc
casion. He held casual conversation with several people, read a 
magazine, and then started for the rest room. There had been no 
proposals of sex, but he was suddenly grabbed by three members 
of the vice squad who were in plain clothes and was hauled away to 
jail. There was no possibility of a morals charge, but he was 
booked for allegedly having be^» drinking after bars were closed. 
He was booked alone in the presence of three officers. When they 
took his effects for safe keeping, X said they opened his wallet and 
shelled off a sheaf of currency which they divided and pocketed. 
X stated that he was fortunate that his larger bills were on the bot
tom of the stack. Otherwise, said X, he could have lost more than 
1100 rather than $13 or so. The wallet was placed in a paper con
tainer and X said he was told he would be beaten if the incident 
was reported. X was then placed in the "drunkxtank.” It was then 
about 4 a.m. He did not try to make bail or call a lawyer for he felt 
that he was innocent of any serious charge. He presumed that a 
minimal fine of some $20 would be his lot.

At 9 a.m that morning he went into court. There he learned for 
the first tin^ diat he had been registered as a sex deviate when



the accusing officer presented lying evidence to the court, such evi
dence stemming from the first incident mentioned, although it had 
occurred some weeks previously. He pled, not guilty except that he 
had been drinking. He was not allowed to get off with a fine which 
he could have paid. For the simple "drunk” charge, and with no 
previous record, he was sentenced to 60 days in jail. His regular 
employment ended. But he spent only 30 days in jail because he 
chose to "work his time out” at the.rate of two for one.

He was held incommunicado for three days and was "investiga
ted.” During this fwocedure he had to appear in a line-up.

Later he learned that he had been falsely accused of molesting 
children. As rapidly as possible he»applied for a parole, feeling 
that an injustice had been done. He asked a member of his family 
to assist him in obtaining parole, giving her the facts of the case. 
She approached a parole officer who repeated the lying evidence 
to her, which evidence had not been allowed in court, and the parole 
was refused. The parole officer told her that the next offense would 
probably bring a sentence of six months.

3ome two years later he was again in the bus station on a sim
ilar occasion. There was a mutual contact with a handsome young 
man, informally dressed. X did not realize that this informality 
represented "municipal mufti.” Nevertheless X and his new-found 
friend decided that inasmuch as both were tired and both were just 
"killing time” that they would go to a hotel to rest. They went« 
regi^ered, and went; to bed. The lights were turned off. Although, 
according to X, there had once again been no overt proposal nor 
any physical advance, the "friend”  switched the light back on, 
apologized, and flashed an official badge. The "tender trap” had 
been sprung.

The vice squad officer then opened the door to admit a witness
ing officer standing in the corridor. X was again arrested, booked 
and jailed—this time on a morals charge. Bail was set at $230. 
X called a bondsman. In the meantime several officers exclaimed 
over revelations made concerning the case. When the bondsman 
arrived and negotiations began, thè amount was upped to $500. 
The bondsman called this excessive, but a mute U.S. Constitu
tion was unable to quote its Article VIII.

The bondsman was unwilling to go the $500 bail, so X called his 
company attorney, determined to fight the case. He was released to 
the custody of this attorney who later represented him in court. The 
fact that the charge could not .be supported by strong evidence was 
no doubt reflected in the fact that no sentence was assessed as to 
time in jail, actual or suspended, and the fine was a mere $50. X's

legal fee, however, was $250. Unfortunately, the attorney discussed 
the case with X’s employer who promptly discharged X.

It was at the time of this trial that X discovered that he had 
quite a dossier lodged in the files of the vice squad which was 
loaded with accusations. These accusations comprised the original 
unproved charge of sex deviation, die false report of child molesta
tion, molestation of a minor since the original partner had been a 
man of 20, and a "repiorted” instance describing homosexual act
ivity while using an alias. The last was news to X.

It can be Argued that offering to share a room with a stranger is 
not the usual procedure for a normal” person to follow, though it 
was often the practice with "servicemen during World War II, when 
hotel spacer was at a premium. Yet anyone must admit that hetero- 
sexueds often do just that. When a man and a woman are involved 
the object is usually sex. It is the homosexual, however, who should 
especially avoid get^ng in'td any kind of compromising situation. 
Considering what the result may be, such advice is understandable.

The dissemination of such information to the homosexual minor
ity can only be good education. Its dissemination to the heterosex
ual majority might have some effect in helping to eliminate certain 
practices of some law enforcetneht agencies which do compromise 
those agencies in the eyes of the citizenry at large.

X Remarked that since his original charge of drinking after hours 
he had bought a drink in a public bar in his small city an hour and 
a half after legal closing time and in the presence of two uniformed 
police officers. There were other customers in the bar also.

X is no doubt a deviate. Perhaps, like most de\dates who do not 
have a satisfactorily adjusted sex life, he is also neurotic. While 
many may validly argue that X asked for the attentions he got from 
the police, he is certainly not a criminal type. In many ways he i s ; 
a moral man. If he is "neurotic," as opposed to "normal,” he 
might well reflect on some statements made by Dr. Louis E. Bisch. 
The remarks seem particularly applicable to American society.^

"Money, pure and simple, is the god of the average normal person  ̂
....Lesser gods are bluff, show and fake, all members of the samCj 
club.... Every thing is justifiable if you make a profit. There was 
time when to be caught grafting was an unpardonable sin. Now^ 
days, not even that matters. What, after all, are a few years in Sing 
Sing with conditions so pleasant there and the parole board so act~ 
ive! Make money the way others do and you are OK. To get away 
with it makes it right. Everybody thows that a good press agent 
and a good lawyer will carry you further than a dozen college de
grees!
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” Yet these normals actually believe they are the superior ones.
"In substantiation normals claim that neurotics are queer, pos

sibly a bit 'cracked’....Then the normals criticize the neurotics for 
being too emotional. Yet it’s normal to be seeking excitement and 
new thrills, to get worked up over reading smutty literature, to tell 
dirty jokes, to get soused at parties and stimulate sex appetites 
to the point of bursting, to gloat over bankruptcies, to get aroused 
over a rape, an electrocution, or a wrestling match.

"No, to be normal is nothing to brag about! When I study normals 
and compare them with neurotics I wonder sometimes whether to be 
normal is not something to be ashamed about.’’

Because of the present attitide of society toward the homosexual 
it is no wonder that he is neurotic and must forever avoid the tender 
traps of the mind into which his neuroses may lead him. To avoid 
 ̂the "tender traps" of the vice squad is essential to well being. To 
avoid the tender traps of a mental variety is equally essential. In 
dealing with die latter. Dr. Bisch, in his book, "Be Glad You’re 
Neurotic," has some’good advice. He recommends five simple rules. 
To follow them will assist anyone in avoiding tender traps of the 
mental variety:

"Analyze yourself, stop feeling guilty, give your ego a boost, 
turn your handicaps into assets, profit by your neurosis, and then 
be GLAD!

Participate A
in our pro/acf.............

Even though you may live where there is no active chap
ter of the fiattachine Society, you can actively perticipate 
ti the work of the organization by enrolling as a ’'Contrib
utor.” This means that upon payment of SIO per year, you 
become an active supporter of the Society’s work. You will 
also receive the Review, Interim and a newsletter-all for 
a full year. The Society depends upon such support from 
distant friends for its existence, ENROLL TODAY!

mattadiine ^detg, Inc.

v a iu e s  a n d
B y  LUTHER A L L E N

In the opening pages of this essay, I 
referred co a slim volume called Morals 
and Marriage by Dr. T. G. Wayne, which 
sets forth in simple terms the pacholic 
view of the values and responsibili
ties of married love. I wrote, *’Since 
most of Che opposition co homosexuality 
for the past 2000 years has originated 
in the church, it seemed to me that noth
ing could be sounder than to examine 
this statement of the positive values of 
sexual love by spokesman «of the church 
in order to discover to what extent it 
may be possible for homosexual love co 
embody those very values.*’ I went on 
to say, and I think it bears repeating 
lest it be thought that I claim ’’parity** 
for homosexual love, ” I will concede 
chat the best homosexual relationship 
has less to offer, looking at it object
ively, than the best heterosexual rela
tionships. However, I think that I can 
show in terms of Dr. Wayne’s own cri
teria that homosexual relations may 
contain much that is beneficial and good.

And then: ’‘Before entej îng into a 
point-by*point examination of Morals 
and Marriage, I believe that both candor 
and clarity demand chat I outline the 
general point of view from which I write. 

It has taken me two installments to do 
but now I think we are ready to 
directly with Dr. Wayne’s little 

Before proceediqg, however, I 
like to emphasize that it must not 

• 'k ^ b e  thought that Dr. Wayne* or any Christ
ian spokesman, would consider my argu
ments valid.

From the puritanical point of view, 
which regards sex in itself as a neces
sary evil, homosexuality can only be a 
worser evil. And since sexual expres
sion cannot be admitted to be a human 
need in itself, homosexuality must be 
considered an unnecessary evil too. But

this,
deal



another happier point of view is possible. 
If heterosexual love is viewed as intrin* 
sically good, specifically considering 
sexual pleasure to be good, then it seems 
to me logically and emotionally pos* 
sible to regard homosexuality as a 
lesser good.
, In actual practice homosexuality is 
often quite as evil as its critics, from 

• St. Paul to Dr. Bergler have declared. 
The practical problem for all of us is to 
eliminate^or avoid the evils of homosex
uality and to realize its potentialities 
for good.

Now, Just what moral ideas can the 
homosexual accept or adapt from Christ
ianity for guidance in his own relation
ships? I am going to make a series of 
quotations from Marriage and Aiorofs 
which seem to me as applicable to 
homosexual friendships as to hetero
sexual marriage. 1 must repeat that 1 do 
not for a moment believe that the author 
of the book would approve of my under
taking. But my object is not to enable 
the homosexual to ingratiate himself 
with authority, but rather to enrich his 
moral consciousless and to indicate 
practical moral objectives.

'*Human beings are social by nature, 
they crave for human contacts, and live 
and grow by them...One oi the deepest 
and the most common expressions of 
this natural sociable impulse is the 
decisiqn of a man and woman to come 
together, share their lives, and form a 
family. It is not good for man to live 
alone: there is a bodily and spiritual 
need in both which only the other can 
supply. This sex attraction is the basis 
of maniage..."

It is not good for man to be alone...it 
seems to me that we can regard homo
sexual friendship as more virtuous than 
a lonely and isolated life. A sexual 
relationship between two men or two 
women may be more deeply law-abiding 
in spirit than no love relationship at ail. 
Every marriage councilor knows the 
strains and tensions, the discord and 
explosiveiKss created in heterosexual 
unions in which sexual intercourse is 
denied. Why should the results be dif
ferent in homosexual friendships when 
the sex u ^ ^ eed  thwarted? Many of 
the greatest sainu were tormented 
throughout their lives by severe oenrocic 
syjnptoms and lurid erotic hallucina
tions, even though they withdrew to 
lonely barren places and lived as her
mits, far from **teniptatlon.** It is often* 
said that the homosexual is anti-social. 
But sorely, there is more soclability-a 
greater capacity fm relational love-in

the homosexual than in the celibate 
hermit. If the homosexual appears to 
be anti-social maybe this is chiefly be
cause society is aoti-bim. Certainly fhe 
homosexual impulse leads away from 
loneliness snd towards togetherness. 
And that is good.

**LoTe is a general word for many 
kinds of movement and action^ the de
sire foe health, knowledge, sleep, food; 
pleasure in sailinga boat, riding a horse, 
playing a game; attraction for another 
person, worship of God.and so on. Every 
motitm of life is coveted, and even as 
regards the love of another person, 
specific sex love is only one of its 
forms."

This passage reminds us that human 
life in this world is motion, in time, 
impelled by desire. It suggests the kal- 
eidoseopic variety of human desires and 
pursuits. The Buddhists would insist 
that the entire material world as per
ceived by the five senses is illusion 
and that for the most part mankind pur
sues phantoms. This much, at least, 
may be said: among all the other varie
gated "motions of life" we have homo
sexual friendship, not the most import
ant of man's pursuits, but by no means 
the least in value, perhaps. And if the 
Buddhists ate right, then homosexual 
desire is but an illusion among othhr 
worldly illusions, including the hetero
sexual illusion.

Under the microscope the skin you 
love CO touch looks like a landscape on 
the moon. And the one view is just as 
teal as the other—and just as false! 
"The body beautiful" is not what it 
seems, bur rather a complicated mish
mash of chemicals. And the various 
elements of out chemistry ate not what 
they seem; they are reducible to atoms 
constellated in certain patterns. And_ 
each atom is, in turn, reducible toelec-
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trons, neutrons and protons. As every 
school bdy knows, |he sun does not 
rise a n tf 'te ^ y e t we go on thinking in 
terms of s'sunrise”  fnd ‘"sunset"  just 
the same. Furthetmote, our best scien- 
tiats tell us frankly that opr surest areas 
of knowledge are only constructs of the 
human mind, approximating and para
lleling aspects and fragments of reality, 
not to be confused with reality itself. 
Our senses, out emotions and even out 
reason provide us with only a limited 
and distorted knowledge of the real, the _ 
true. Reality is something vastly other 
than out knowledge of it. Yet each of us 
is, in his being, in his existence, teal. 
Each of us is, hiniself, reality. After 

¡every illusion is snipped away man 
finds himself. With wonder and amaze 
ment he says to himself, " I  am.”  And 
then he tealizes that the entire universe 
says, ” 1 am." And beyond!,the farthest 
ezistence says, " I am." ^Thete is no 

.nothingness. " I  am" is pod, infinite 
j and eternal being. And maij.'is in, and of, 
eternal being.

Although they recognize thousands 
of gods, great and small, to the Hindus 
the godhead is nameless. Yet they often 
refer to the One by the name " I  am.”  
Christ said, "Before Abtaham was, I 
am." And I believe that the Buddhist 
Nirvana is not the attainment of noth
ingness but tathet a state of pure, un- 
differentiated being.

Psychoanalysis demonstrates tbai 
some of the most deep-seated moral 
defects of homosexuals result from nar
cissism. The analysts show us that 
undeinealb a bard outer shelft of vanity 
and egotism, the narcissist iis an indi
vidual who has never found himself; 
there is a hallowness, an envbiiness at 
the center; he doesn’t believe in his 

I own reality and consequently nothing 
I else seems teal. I believe that it is a 
moral becesaity for the homosexual to 
relinquish his defensive illusions about 
himself as well as his illusions about I the world of which he is a part. Because 
when a man stands spiritually naked 
and defenseless, then and only then he 
leatns to say the simple words, " I am" 
with full realization of their tremendous 
import.

Tlie asceticism of the Buddha and the 
Christ does not result from the "Mustn’t 
touch it”  motality of the nursery, but 
tadiet feom an arduous process o f^ is- 
illnslonment lesding to reslization. 

-F ro m  this point of^vlew ihose who 
struggle for sexual freedom and thoae 
who attnggie to repress sezuaiity are 
equally benighted, overconcerned with

ttiviaiities. The former ate bedazzled 
by passionate illusions, the latter ate 
tetrified by passionate illusions: two 
sides of a single counterfeit coin. Yet 
we can hardly expect the average man 
or woman to become a Buddha or a Christ 
-w e must live our allotted span in this 
world accepting its conditions. And sex 
is one of its conditions.

The philosophical bases of psychiatry 
ate not cleat. Psychiatry has developed 
as a pragmatically oriented science. 
And while psychiatry and psychoanaly
sis have provided us with many very 
profound insights I think it is neverthe
less fair to say that to a large a  tent 
what the psychiatrists call reality is 
only the world of other people’s fiction 
and illusions, individual and collective. 
And nobody is obligated to believe in 
other people’s fictions and illusions. 
Perhaps, in the final analysis, the best 
we can hope for in the everyday world 
of human affairs is to supplant out old, 
involuntary illusions with workable, 
beneficial fictions. We try to reassess 
the human past as well as out own in
dividual pasts, retaining that which is 
beneficial, rejecting that which has 
proven harmful. And we try to construct 
new patterns of thought and action 
which we hope will be an improvement 
on the past. And yet, at the very best, 
humanity lives a strange life in a bot- 
detlaod world, half "for teal”  and half
way " le t’s pretend.”  All this under 
scotes roan’s loneliness and his need 
for love.

But those multitudinous and varie
gated "motions of life" of which Dt. 
Wayne writes and which the Buddhists 
call the bright garments of Maya, Freud 
designated by the name Eros. And we 
cannot help feeling that there is some
thing indestructible in desire; from the 
moment of our birth until the moment of 
death desire urges us on. When we stop 
wanting, we stop living. Desire is an 
aspect of Deity working through human 
nature, one may say. A web of desire 
binds mankind together. It is s web 
made of a few strands of truth of great 
tensile strength and much flimsy, fic
tional embroidery. But who is Eros? 
What is he? He is Mother Nature’s brat. 
There is neither intelligence, nor com
passion, nor justice in Eros, He is cap
ricious and wantonly extravagant and 
often cruel. He is impersonal, cares 
nothing about the fate of individuals. 
Eros would never play the good Samar
itan. He would never be the good shep
herd. He would not lift a finger to save 
that one lost sheep. Ftend seems to 
have overlooked all this.



Now, Christ is not a seductive glam- 
ofgod as Eros is; Christ is often stem— 
yet be is compassionate. Christ is the 
god who loves nuin, not in the aggre> 
gate, but each and every one. In the 
world'climate of 1957 and after nearly 
2000 years of Christianity religion seems 
to many to have failed. But what else 
have we got to replace the Cbris^8pirit 
in human affairs? Free enterprise? Marx
ism? Psychoanalysis? It seems appal
ling to me CO think of a world in which 
Christ-love no longer has a place, no 
longer exists. But must we crucify 
Eros in the name of Christ? May it not 
be possible for the lesser god to accept 
the law and government of the greater 
ono? May it not be possible for Eros to 
become the henchman of Christ?

**Love of another can advance through 
three stages: desire, devotion, friend
ship."

May not these three stages be includ
ed in homosexual love? Is it not desir
able that they should be? Perhaps most 
homosexuals would quickly agree that 
devotion and friendhsip arising from a 
ground of mutual attraction and desire 
is precisely what they most deeply long 
for. 1 believe that if two people enter a 
sexual partnership mutually and whole
heartedly accepting Christ's law of love 
as the law of their relationship,'the 
vexed question of whether it is good or 
bad to have sex becomes of minor import
ance. In a relationship governed by the 
law of love it may be a mutual kindness, 
a mutual charity to have sex together. 
Sex then becomes an ingredient of de
votion, one element in friendship.

’Desire...is caused by a need in us, 
the love of another for our own sake, 
^ith sex this springs from a natural at
traction of body and soul lying deeper 
than deliberate choice; a desire for the 
excitement and rest of coming close to
gether, tor the life that only the other 
can awaken and share; a need to hold 
and be held in love...the natural hunger 
of every creature to strengthen and com-, 
fort its life from outside..."

The above words describe the hom<  ̂
sexual love-longing as accurately as the 
heterosexual sort. I believe, however, 
chat there is one emotional and ethical 
peculiarity of sexual love that everyone 
has overlooked. In sexual intercourse, 
when a man takes his pleasure from a 
woman, at the same time and in the very 
same act, he is giving the greatest 
pleasure to his mate; when a woman re
ceives a man, sexually, for her own 
pleasure, she is at the same time and in 
the very same act greatly pleasuring

her mate. In the sexual act giving is 
also taking, and taking is simultane
ously giving. And when the opposites 
’’giving" and ’’taking" are identical 
the ethical dilemma is dissolved. Good 
sexual relations give lovers a profound 
sense of rightness, there is a unique 
ethical satisfaction in the sexual act. It 
is both selfish and generous at one and 
the same time. As a matter of fact, no 
lover ^ u ld  be satisfied to be loved en
tirely unselfishly, for everyone wants to 
be wanted, desires to be desired. The 
trouble with pure, disinterested charity 
is that it is rather degrading to be its 
recipient. Nobody likes to be the object 
of charity, sexual or otherwise. And yet 
we all need the kindness, the generosity 
of others, too. Perhaps especially where 
sexual love is concerned, for although 
an individual may be self-sufficient in 
nearly everything, it remains impossible 
for him to have a satisfactory sex rela
tionship with himself. All the same, it 
must be realized that when sexual de- 

torments a man, .it is due to a full
ness in himself. He seeks a mace first 
and foremost because of an over-abund
ance in his heart and in his flesh. He 
takes a mate because he needs so much 
to give.

” lc must be remarked chat sex desire 
is not merely bodily and animal, a blood 
and muscle movement ^pointing only to 
Che sensuous satisfat;tion...pf inter
course; a relief iof tension; an effect of 
glands. Underlying this necessary scream 
in sex there should exist a complete 
love between two human persons Which 
is more chan an attraction between bod
ies, more chan...desire. The chief qual
ity of the union sought is that it repre
sents thé intimacy of two persons who 
are in love with one another. It is not 
just a man-woman relationship, but es
sentially the relationship of this man 
aqd this woman and no other."

Obviously, male-to-male relationships 
may also be man-to-man relationships. 
And equally the love of^cwo unique per
sons. Woman-to-woman relationships, too, 
of course. One of the great errors in 
much of the thinking about homosexual
ity, scientific and moral as well, is pre
cisely that heterosexual thinkers refuse 
to regard homosexuality as the relation -
ship of persons. They persist |in view-

iling it only in its narrow sexual aspect. 
Respect is due the homosexual just be
cause human-to-human love in all its 
forms is so intensely personal. Science 
treats the hunam being objectively, that 
is, as a thing. I suppose the Impersonal 
approach is scientifically necessary but

á l

it is morally indefensible to regard a 
fellow human as an " i t "  rather than a 
"thou." Yet, bow often homosexuals 
themselves depersonalize their sexual 
affairs, placing them on the purely male- 
to-male basis! This depecsonalizacion 
is a form of demoralizanon.

"Devotion...marks "a stage past de
sire. This disinterested affection wishes 
and works for and enjoys the happiness 
of another without much thought of self. 
Here is woncer and reverence and self- 
sacrafice."

The homosexual may be as capable of 
devotion in his love relationships as any 
man or woman. On the other hand, many 
homosexual lover« are quite as faithless 
as I heterosexual lovers often are. The 
homosexual belongs to a despised and 
persecuted minority, it is true. His love 
relationships are hard to stabilize. But 
let us not in our frequent bitterness and 
disillusionment deny chat devotion is an 
indispensible ingredient of love and a 
primary moral value. Let us, however, 
use some discrimination as to whom and 
to what we give devotion.

"Beyond desire and devotion, yet in
cluding them both, comes friendship ... 
the love by which two people belong, as 
it were, to one another, sharing in some
thing. as equals. The foundation is so 
deep and lasting as a whole life shared 
in common...that gathers the everyday 
joys and worries and humors as well as 
the greater concerns of love...Sex love 
at its best is such a friendship, including 
but also surpassing the primary bodily 
and biological relationship. Mutual de
sire, mutual devotion, and penetrating 
these the certainty that each is commit- 
ted, to the ocher..."

I am sure chat for many a homosexual 
those words express his deepest heart's 
desire, and chat, if he has settled for 
less, it is only because he has at last 
despaired of ever attaining and maintain^ 
ing this ideal of life-long friendship-« 
love.

It is more difficult for homosexuals 
chan for heterosexuals to achieve rela
tionships providing the certainty of mut
ual committment. All the same, such 
relationships do exist. It is not impos
sible f(X homosexuals to find permanent 
maces, and I. for one, have the greatest 
respect for those who do. I believe that 
such men a^d women on their own initia
tive and by their own efforts create a 
small but not insignificant areasof har
mony and stability in this turbulent 
world. Many would call such relation
ships immoral, 1 have no doubt. But to 
me there is a modest moral heroism in

the achievement of a lasting friendship- 
love. There is more to that common 
phrase, "to  make love," than appears 
at first glance. For truly love is some
thing chat we make. It is something con
structed, something built. It is the result 
of collaborative thinking, choosing, plan
ning, striving. To make love means to 
construct one's own emotional environ
ment, to build the spiritual house in 
which one lives, in collaboration with 
one's mace. It is a creative thing to do. 
Homosexual love cannot be procrea
tive, it is true. But because a relation
ship cannot encompass all chat is good 
one is not justified in denying the good 
it may possess.

"Sex pleasure should be human pleas
ure, more chan bodily gratification. The 
pleasure proper to human nature is nei
ther merely animal nor exclusively spir
itual. Following the complete activity 
of special powers through bodily organs 
capable of experiencing great and pecul
iar pleasure, the satisfaction of sex 
would yet be less than human wer^ h 
restticted to them; not that these parts 
are shameful, but chat they are only 
parts, less than the whole body  ̂ less 
than the person...Sex activity moves on 
the human not the animal plane, and in 
its right exercise the entire person does 
strive to express the strength and hap
piness of love. Consequently it is fit-'« 
ting that all the senses should be en
gaged and not only a particular part of 
the sense of couch.

"The complete happiness of sex is not 
obtained merely by the physical inter
course...The Bible speaks of a man 
knowing his wife. Indeed it is a close 
form of knowledge, a human experience 
in which the mind and will take part."

The immorality of organ obsession, 
then, lies basically in the fact that it is 
less than human. If there is anything nar
rower than the mind of the sex-hating 
Puritan, it is the mind of one whose life 
energies are chiefly and unswervingly 
devoted to the quest of penis. Nothing 
could be more limited chan the interests 
and outlook of the organ-obsessed ho
mosexual. Morally speakingK^the sin of 
the organ-obsessed lies less in what is 
done than .in what is lacking in them. 
They are blind, deaf, insensitive, unper- 
cepcive towards every quality and at
tribute of their partners except their 
male appendages, or at most, their over
all physical allure. And it ts precisely 
their blindness, deafness, insensitivity 
and unperceptiveness which constitutes 
the moral defect. Yet I suppose there 

(Continued on page 38)
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Oregon Legislature 
to Hear P lea h r  
Sex Deviate Bureau

A ten-
tral investigating and identification 
bureau dealing with sex deviates 
in Oregon will be proposed to the 
19S7 State Legislature, State Sen. 
Carl Francis predicted Monday.

Such an agency is a key recom
mendation in a tentatively ap
proved report of the legislative in
terim committee for sex crime 
prevention. Sen. Francis is chair
man of the committee which will 
meet in Portland Wednesday morn
ing to take final action on its re
port to tb i Legislaturt.

A central record of sex crimes 
and of investigation of known and 
suspected sex deviates would aid 
law enforcement throughout the 
state, said Francis. California has 
a similar plan under which even 
the usual pattern followed by sex

deviates can be classified and re
ferred to w i t h o u t  having any 
names to go on in an investigation, 
he said.

The Yamhill County senator said 
his committee had reviewed all 
Oregon statutes dealing with sex 
crimes and had studied mental 
difficulties associated with sex (d> 
fenders and the limits ot what re
habilitation Could be undertaken in 
their behalf.

On the committee with Francis 
are Sen. Harry Boivin, Klamath 
Falls; Reps. Harvey DeArmond, 
Bend, and William Gallagher, Port
land; Dr. John Waterman of State 
Board of Health; Dr. Adolph Wein- 
zirl. University of Oregon Medical 
School; L. R. Barnes, State Prison 
deputy warden; C i r c u i t  Judge 
Charles Redding, Portland, and 
Dr. Mark Talney of Oregon Coun
cil of Churches.

HOW NEW JERSEY MADE EASY LAWS WORK IN SEX OFFENSES
i .

Six years ago, despite warnings of "It won’t work,”  New Jersey put 
into effect relatively easy laws to deal with sex offenders.

Today, looking at the sex crime rate over the country, state officials 
express satisfaction with the way the New Jersey plan has worked.

The aim of the plan was to make the law easy enough so that 
judges would use it and at the same time work toward "curing”  
sex deviates.

One well-known expert in the field—Dr. Paul Tappan of Tenafly 
and former chairman of the Federal Parole Board—says the plan 
has worked well. Only New Jersey, he says, is ^ i n g  anything

of practical effect aB&ut sex criminals.
"Sex legislation adopted in 20 states since 1935' has reflected 

hysteria about the stereotype of the sex fiend,” Tappan says.
Most laws have been so stringent because of public hysteria, 

he says, that courts and prosecutors fear to use them. In 1950, 
there was great pressure in New Jersey to adopt a tough law. 
But experts put the brake on public clamor, studied what Tap- 
pan calls "the atrocious policy” of other states, and put through 
their own law.

Assistant Commissioner of Institutions and Agencies Bixby 
says 125 sex offenders have been paroled in New Jersey in the 
past six years. Only nine have been sent back for repeat of
fenses, he says. Ten others were recommitted for techincal par
ole violations.

"Other laws are so radical people just don’t use them,” Bixby 
reports. The New Jersey law provides generally that once a 
person is convicted of rape, carnal abuse, sodomy or impairing 
die morals of a minor, he is examine^ by psychiatrists. He 
may be sent to a mental institution if it is found that his of
fense was marked by violence, or by repeated, compulsive behavior; 
or if it involved a person under 15. One clause is all-import
ant: a prisoner may not be held longer than his prison sent
ence would have run. This is to guard his constitutional 
rights.

The main cog in the operation of New Jersey’s law is the 
Menlo Park Diagnostic Center. It receives offenders for a one day 
mental exam after a judge signs him in. Psychiatrist Ralph Brancale 
has a staff of ten doctors to help him separate the "wheat”  from . 
the "chaff.”  An offender is ushered into Dr. Brancale’s office and 
may either sit in a chair or lie down on a leather-covered couch. Key 
questions are fired at him. He is asked about his early life, if he got 
along well with others, why he thinks he went astray, and so on.

Within a few hours the psychiatrists have typed their man. If he 
looks like a good bet for return to society, he is either sent back to 
the judge for sentencing ot returned for probation. If it seems he will 
repeat, he flunks the test. The doctors send a report to the judge rec
ommending either a state mental hospitaler care in county oislocal 
institutions. Three out of five are sent on die latter route. Judges 
follow die center’s recommendations almost 100%.

— The New York Post.
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When homosexualism “ strikes home,”  the result need not be 
disownment and chaos. Read this report from a woman who 
knows about it first hand....

By Mrs. L. R. Moxwsll

[ L / M t i i sMy son is a homosexual.
He knows it and accepts it: 1 know it and accept him.
Together, we have learned to live with it.
I address this to other mothers of homosexuals in a plea for under-\ *

standing, and to help you allay your own fears. You fear only that 
which you do not understand: a molehill of darkness becomes a moun
tain of black horror when your shocked senses smother any attempt 
you may make to understand. You strike out in anger and cruelty when 
your own fears have grown out' of prop>ortion. You wring your hands 
and weep when your love for yourself is greater than that for your son. 
If you frankly do not love your son, then throw him to the wolves; he 
may have guts enough to work out his fvoblem for himself. If you do love 
your son, then in God’s name, help him!

I grew up in a social strata where the word sex was unmentionable, 
and the word homosexual completely unknown. I only knew that some 
boys were “ sissy”  and did my share of teasing and laughing at them 
in a smug sense of superiority. Years afterward I was suddenly shocked 
to realize diat my own son was one of those “ sissies .” The following 
brief paragraphs are based on my own experience and a sincere desire 
to help other mothers to an understanding.
Thy are yoii so shocked? Tell, obviously you have a social misfit on 

your hands. Nature’s laws, and our own social mores, demand marriage 
and reproduction df our own kind. Tith the realization that your son will 
not fulfill these laws comes a sense of social ostracism that is rather 
overwhelming. That will people say? How can you ever explain diat you 
will never have any grandchildren to show off, to baby-sit, and to spoil? 
How to bear the fact that he doesn’t like girls and prefers the company 
of boys? Tell, fiice it: these are the facts, and you can’t wish them 
away, or hide your head and pretend they are not there.

That can you do about it? First, you can ask yourself carefully and 
honestly:

1. How much of these feelings of fear are based on my own

desires rather than on his?
2. How much am I trying to live his life for him?
3. Do I feel secure enough in my own family, neighborhood 
 ̂ and society to need to care what other people say?

4. Do / really love my son enough to help him?
5. Can I fust sit back and wait for him to "outgrow'‘it?

If you can answer diese questions honestly you have prepared a pos
itive background for some active work. The next step is to try to under
stand what makes your son the way he is. Just what is a homosexual? 
Do you know? There are many excellent books and articles on the sub
ject. If you really want to know, you’ll find them, read them, and digest 
them. If you need outside help because you feel inadequate to face it 
alone, there are professional'avenues available. There are doctors to 
consult; many of the clergy are scientifically trained; there are local 
civic counseling agencies.

Your own son can help you to understand, if you can talk freely with 
him. In fact, he will welcome the opportunity to explain to you how he 
feels and what he wants. Indeed, it is the thing he most needs: someone 
to talk with, someone who cares, someone with whom he can be himself. 
And what better, what mote wonderful thing in the world than to talk 
with his own mother or father! Your son may not know any more than you 
may know what to do about it. And certainly he is just as frightened and 
insecure. So, what more glorious thing than to agree to try to work it out 
together, or to seek outside help together.

As you begin to work with your son you will find some of the following 
things are probably true. First (and many psychiatrists agree) you will 
find that your son has 'somehow failed to identify with his father. Each 
of us has some masculine and some feminine traits. Your son has devel
oped his feminine traits at die expense of his masculine because he has 
not had the opportunity to bevelop the masculine. The causes of this 
vary with individuals. You will have die challende of finding but what is 
true in your particular experience.

Second, you may find that you have protected him too much in your own 
expression of modier love. It so often becomes smother love. (Reed 
Philip Tylie on “ Momism” .) You have probably not cut the apron strings 
sufficiently to allow him his own initiative in daily activities. If this is 
true I assure you that it is not an easy thing to face. It means facing 
yourself as much as facing the situation. And it is a difficult thing to 
accomplish: it may take years of hard work. Does that dismay you? 
Does that scare you into doing nothing? Then I can only repeat that you 
do not really love your son!

Third, you can help your son to face the thing in himself which has



allowed the above conditions to work in him to the end result of homo
sexuality. For you must not take all the blame: you’ll founder in feel
ings of guilt if you do. Not all overly-modiered boys become homos. 
There is something within the individual diat is partly responsible. 
This, too, will vary from one person to another and each case has to be 
worked out on its own basis.

If you are wondering what is to be gained by all this, why you should 
bother to do anything, I can only answer with another question: Why do 
you bother to learn anydiing? Whatever your religion, or your personal 
philosophy, do you not place a value on the dignity of human life, and 
the necessity of understanding it in all its phases? Why else are we 
here on this earth, if not to try to fothom life and learn to live with 
others and with ourselves! ‘What behooves us more than to help our
selves and others to the best of our abilities? And do you not know that 
every time you accept a challenge in human relationships and work hon
estly at it that your abilities increase in proportion? Sure, you’ll make 
mistakes, plenty of them. But those very mistakes help you to learn, if 
you’ll look at them squarely and unafraid.

One last word about homosexuals as a minority group. There is such 
a group—a large one. That’s a fact—let’s face it. We can’t wish them 
away by closing our eyes and our minds and our hearts. Isn’t it mote to 
the point to accept them and help diem to help themselves? Give them 
understanding, because onljf understanding will free them. As a group 
they have much to offer. Many of them are highyl intelligent and talented 
And they can bring those talents to fruition when they are openly ac
cepted, when they do not have to spend their energies in hiding and put
ting on false fronts of heterosexuality. And I use this last analogy with 
purpose: they are a gay group in more ways than one. You will find a de
lightful sense of humor in that son of yours, one that will lighten the 
hard task of working together. Above all, preserve or cultivate your own 
sense of humor and ability of having fun. It is a wonderful leaven. When 
you reach the point where you have infectious joy together you will 
. know that you are over the hump.

Good luck to you! You have the opportunity of participating in solving 
one of modern civilization’s most challenging aspects.
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FROM A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST TO A HOMOSEXUAL

By REV. DAVIS STEIN

In the February leeue of the REVIEW, Rev. Stein appeared a* outhor of 
the article, '*Ne Need to Despair." This article resulted In several 
letters from reoders. The following open letter Is a public reply to 
one of them....

Let me talk to you this way, through an open letter in the Mattacbine 
Review, as you suggested in your letter. The card I sent you immediately 
was only to say hello and to let you know at once that I was interested 
in your problem..  ̂ Let me take diis opportunity to thank you for your 
trust, and for the opportunity you have thus given me to help you and 
others.

You want to know about other Catholic homosexuals and how they ap* 
proach the conflicts that sooner or later they have to face. In all cases 
the moral and religious problems are always the same, but different 
individuals will face these problems in different ways. Some, for ex
ample, rigidly and undeviatingly follow the path marked by the Church. 
They consider any form of homosexuality as a perversion and look upon 
any homosexual act as sinful. However, the flesh is weak, and even the 
strongest may fall in sin. With contrite heart they will hasten to the con
fessional and vow again, with more fervor than ever, to avoid all occa
sions diat may lead to sin, even to isolate themselves from all of their 
homosexual friends, all "bad” literatute, etc. Instead, they will make a 
fresh intent of reading "good” books, working with "good” organiza
tions, and such. If necessary, they may seek the help of a devoutly Cath
olic doctor. Finally, they will try to live a heterosexual life within a 
Church-blessed marriage— or else, to lead a life of absolute chastity.
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This path involves a never ceasing battle with nature. The Church 
calls this fight a cross to be borne. Each individual has to struggle 
throughout his entire life against some of his inclinations— each indiv
idual has his own cross to bear. And it is from this battlefield that we 
get our heroes and our saints. This is a sure way to heaven, with the 
help of God, who helps all who come to Him. But at the same time it is 
a very, very difficult path to follow, ""

At the opposite end we have another group— the Catholics who, faced 
with this tremendous conflict, leave the Church altogether. Some return 
eventually; others never do and join a less-demanding church or even 
lose faith entirely and break all relations with God.

Finally, there is that third group that, while remaining within the 
Church and partaking of its Sacraments, never bring themselves to a 
life of absolute chastity or exclusive heterosexuality. These individ
uals consider homosexuality as their natural and normal mode of sexual 
expression; they feel it to be their way of sexual life. Most of them at
tend Church more or less regularly and in other ways fulfill die Com
mandments of the Church. Some, indeed, are very pious, and p>roud of be
longing to the Church, like the one who wrote me, "I am a homosexual, 
but above all a Catholic.”

And now to return to your letter. You write of your long years of search- 
ing for a reconciliation between the teaching of the Church and your own 
personal impulses, which go counter to those teachings. And you want 
to know whether such a reconciliation is possible. This is a question 
that cannot be answered simply. As far as the teachings of the Church 
are concerned, it does not approve or allow, officially and formally, 
homosexual acts. On the other hand, it is indeed possible for the homo
sexual himself to effect the reconciliation you seek— through the con
fessional. The Church never refuses grace to one asking for it, and 
with confession will come inner peace. At the same time, this will avoid 
open conflict, not only widi the Church, but also with the family, friends, 
and society at large.

You write of leaving the Church. 1 understand your problems and your 
feelings very clearly indeed. You are weary of this eternal conflict, per
haps more weary still of those repetitious confessions, with always the 
same sins: "love and sexual relations with a friend.”  Remember, how
ever, that heterosexuals are faced also by the problem of repetitious 
confessions. We must all be humble and patient with our own selves, 
especially when these problems arise not out of wickedness, but from 
more profound, possibly inborn factors. Perhaps you have been unfor- 
tro^ e  in coming in contact with too strict and harsh a confessor, one 
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who did not show sufficient understanding of your problems. If so, do 
not despair or give up— you will find many priests who do have the un
derstanding for the weakness of man, and who believe in patience and 
goodness.

But perhaps the trouble is that you have strong guilt feelings, feel
ings of beihg a "sinner,” and you seek justification that you siay be 
freed from this. Ot perhaps it is the precise opposite— you feel no guilt 
and cannot understand why you should. In either case you must acquire 
a clearer perspective, and merely include your homosexual feelings 
along with your other sins of omission and commission. With this, you 
will find in confession the peace tiiat you seek. It is not that I am trying 
to keep you within the Giurch at all costs, but I do believe that if you 
leave it, you will not find what you want. If you leave that great comfort 
will be denied to you and your unhappiness will be all the greater. How
ever, should you decide to abandon the Church, do not for a moment 
think that I would condemn you in the slightest— I fully understand your 
feelings and your situation. If at any moment you wish to return, remem
ber that the doors are always open, and that you can always find a priest^ 
who will help you make the return as easy as possible.

From your letter I can see that you seek the way to God. Pray to Him 
— He will give you the strength, courage, hope and consolation you 
seek. Remember: there is no need to despair.—Rco. Davis Stein,

Males Change Sex
LONDON (INS)—Several English males have been allowed 

to register as females on official British records.
A spokesman for the general registers office in London 

said none of them had undergone operations or glandular 
treatment but by legally changing their sex they now ^v e  
the status and rights of normal women although physically 
Indistinguishable from. normal men. -

A number of women who appear physically normal but 
feel compelled to dress and .live like men also have been 
allowed to change their sex'on official records.

The general registers office would not say how many per
sons were invtdved.



THE BIG NICKELODEON, by Moritta Wolff. Random Hooso, Now Yortc, 1956. 
373 pages. $3.95. Reviewed by Richard Meyer.

The Big Nickelodeon it the sort of novel in which a pretty girl on being introduced 
to a good looking young man asks him straight off: "You're rrat gay, are you?" That 
particular man isn't, but Dickie definitely is, and as for Stush:

"I'm the double tread, reversible three-speed model. I like the girls, 
sure. And sometimes I like the boys. What I really like is a lo t."

And the supply seems endless. For Stush's "magnificent sunburned body mahogany 
red in the bright sunlight and his hoir albino pale" exuded sex. He hod come to 
Hollywood, the scene of Marifta Wolff's novel, "with nothing on earth really except 
this rather astonishing commodity of his to peddle. " And he peddles so well that by 
the end of the book that fantistic name Stush is about to go up on the movie mar
quees along side of Rock and Tab.

Dickie, a hopeful actor, is "the hancbomest thing you ever sow ," but he is also 
unlucky -  never more so than that spring day at Muscle Beach when he first met 
Stush. It was perhaps foolish to take Stush home with him. It was downright mad to 
fall in love with him. Stush is soon cozily installed in Dickie's apartment. Their re- 
latiomhip is predictably stormy.Dickie,loving far more than he is loved,is pitifully 
vulnerable. He is soon waiting up through long n i^ ts  for his gallivanting lover,lis-
tenlng for the knock on the door, the key in the lock. Even when their relationship□tionsl
erupts in violence and Stush is openly contemptuous, Dickie, hopelessly imjo' 
cannot make the breok.

ove.

Stush arsd Dickie are only two of thè bedeviled characters in this sprawling novel 
about the mating habits of Hollywood and the adjoining beaches. The characters 
spend most of their time in bed. In various improbable couplings. It remains for 
Dickie, the one genuine homosexual, to give the others a lesson in whot love is all 
about. Of him it can be truly said that he loved well, but God knows, not wisely.

The sex (of all kinds) in this book overwhelms the outhor's serious intentions and ob
scures her very real insights and highly skilled writing. That is unfortunate, for Miss 
Wolff, who wrote WHISTLE STOP and other popular novels, has a view of society 
spacious enough to embroce rather than exclude the horrxssexual. She can say, not 
in pity or in mere tolerance, but with understar>ding:

"This isn't a black and white world.. .  People are r>ot necessarily this 
or that, not all of them, not even most of them .. .  Con any of us, for 
God sokes, do you think that any of us really choose in that part of 
our lives?"

THE HOMOSEXUALS - 
A. M. Krich, Editor.

AS SEEN BY THEMSELVES AND THIRTY AUTHORITIES 
(New York: Citadel Press, 1954. 346 pp. $4.00)

This book, presented to the library of the Mattachine Society, is re - 
viewed here in accordance with the Society's policy: to offer thought
ful and critical discussions of all serious literature pertaining to an y  
area of the Society's interest. The opinions expressed are those of the
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reviewer, and are not to be construed as necessarily endorsed by the 
Mattachine Society. The following review by Robert Kirk was origin
ally published In the Chicago Mattachine Newsletter.

By means of an anthology of fragments, excerpts, and articles from professional jour
nals, this book purports to present a fair cross-section of the present state of knowl
edge on the subject of homosexuality. Considering the rather sensational promises 
of case histories ond intimate revelations by homosexuals themselves which were 
offered on its yellow jacket, one could justly assume that its editor had prepared it 
for popular consumption. It is as a popular book for the lay public that I find it large
ly objectionable and indeed harmful.

It represents first, in my opinion, a failure in the responsibilities of professional ed- 
itonhip in the selection and arrangement of material. A collection of intercepted 
letters, whining autobiographical sketches (we are never told under what circum - 
stances or for what original purposes they were written), and reported case-histories 
(some of which seem to date from the era of Kraft-Ebbing) constitute what the editor 
is pleased to call "the homosexuals' view of themselves." It is a dismal view indeed, 
offering very little outside the range of suicidal self-pity or sub-hunxin depravity.

If the editor were to be excused for his narrow selection of material on the ground 
that he had never heard of Cory or of Gide, he still could scarcely be forgiven for 
his manner of presenting it. For example, in a chapter entitled "How Male Homo
sexuals See Each Other, " we read: "Homosexuols use drugs in order to make them 
gay and wotrxinish.. . "  Looking for the source of this astonishing bit of information, 
we find the word "ANONYMOUS," followed by a brief parenthetical remark to  

• the effect that it wos "recorded by workers in several correctional institutions."
One might contend that the stray theories of convicts in the rather specialized en
vironment of "correctional institutions," recorded under unknown circumstances 
by anonymous "workers," do not, perhaps, possess a sufficient typicality to be in
cluded under the gerseral title: "How Male Homosexuals See Each Other." The 
editor, however, sees no difficulty for his readers on this point, and remains ab - 
sent from his book.
The abdication of editorial responsibility persists into Part Two, the anthology of 
"authoritative" articles, where its effects are possibly more damaging. On poge 188, 
for example, heading a series of articles classifies as "the psychoonalytic approach, " 
appears a paper by Sondor Ferenczi presenting the classical analytic description of 
homosexuality as existing in two basic types, the "subject- and object-inverts," 
distinguished by basic differences in their personality types and in the differential 
causes of their condition. Not many pages later the innocent reader encounters an 
irate poper by Edmund Bergler, who, in attempting to demolish both the findings and 
theories of Kinsey, incidentally sweeps away most of what the reader has just learned 
from Ferenczi. Gone are all distinctions of type, gone Is any attempt at differen -  
tial etiology -  gone, indeed, is any concept at all of causality. Homosexuals, 
says Dr. Bergler, are of only one type: they are oil "oral masochists," they are all 
"injustice collectors,'? and any one who-is not, is not a reoj homosexual (whatever 
society or the low may say about his sexual behavior). I

What is the reader to do with such contradictions? If be plows his way through two 
dense pages of acknowledgements at the beginning of the book, he may succeed in 
discovering that Ferenczi's article was written in 1911 and Bergler's in 1948. D oes 
this mean that Bergler's theory supersedes Ferenczi's? In what esteem is Bergler 
held by hit fellow analysts? Whose view best represents the present state of
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knowledge? Again the editor offers no comment, and the lay reader, conditioned 
to respect the opinions of "authorities," is somewhat at a loss to know how to form 
on intelligent opinion of hit own. In this one cate, two psychoanalyst^ hove dis ■ 
agreed; when the opinions of the biologists, endocrinologists, and neuropathologists 
are added to the mixture, the result it, to say the least, a questionnable raservoir 
of informed public opinion.

As to the authenticity and soundness of the views held by these differing "authorities" 
a non-professional reviewer is presumably unqualified to judge. Yet it takes no pro
fessional scientist to observe a widespread and flagrant abuse of scientific method in 
the techniques and conclusions reported in a number of the articles. Passing over 
those which seem to have no scientific purpose at a ll, but to provide salacious nar
ratives of the atypical experiences of the extreme types (e. g . ,  pp. 74-80), we 
might cite an article by Dr. Benjamin Glover, somewhat misleadingly entitled 
"Homosexuality among University Students." The title , it shortly appears, is the 
author's generalized manner of referring to twelve students whom he examined and 
"tieoted" at the University of Wisconsin's Student Heolth Department in the course 
of one year.

Since Dr. Glover mokes no mention of having made use of a group of controls, it is 
impouible to say whether his findings that these twelve patients lacked altruism, na
tionalism, patriotism, and respect for law, religion, and "the betterment of mankind" 
showed whether they were significantly different from other students of the some age 
ond social background on Wisconsin's campus. The "therapy" to which he then sub
jected them consisted in persuading them of the "practical value" of conformity to 
the "basic taboos" of o society in which "It is common knowledge that. •. hetero
sexual familiarity and even promiscuity are tolerated and apparently even sane -  
tioned publicly." They were then taught how to walk, talk, and otherwise behave 
in a manner that was "masculine in connotation," urged to leave their old circle 
of friends and their intense interest in the arts and to cultivate competitive sports 
and the new friends associated with these. In other words, these patients w ere  
asked to train themelves to act out roles imitating the stereotype of the American 
campus male. It is scarcely surprising to learn, at the end of Dr. Glover's paper, 
that only one of the twelve m a^  any appreciable “progress" in the course of this 
"therapy." The author blames the failure of the other eleven to re-create their 
personalities -  on their "lassitude and inertia" '. The cultural, sociological, 
psychological, and even spiritual assumptions behind Dr. Glover's bland decision 
that twelve human beings should and could remake themselves through an effort of 
the will for the "practical value" of stereotyped conformity -  these ossuiiiptions 
are simply staggering. If this is the.scientific method a t work -  to presume o 
body of values and impose them on others through the authority of a degree in med- | 
icine -  then this reviewer has been grossly misinformed as to the nature of that 
celebrated system outlined by Francis Bacon by which human knowledge was to 
grow and to conduce to the "betterment of mankind."

What the effect of this book will be upon a reader who is hiimelf a homosexuol is 
difficult to say. Many homosexuals who are deeply concerned with their social des
tiny in America hove perhaps always tacitly assumed that it was from the medical 
proifession that they might look for those beginnings of public enlightenment that 
would eventually alleviate their plight. To them this book will be profoundly de -  
pressing. They will get from It an impression, perhaps accurate, of a near-chaos of 
medical opinion and practice, an impassion that almost any M. D. who has seen 
a few honiosexuals may become an "authority" and find an ear for his theories os

well as a free hand to act upon them. They will be baffled to find in these pages 
coses of individuals of a type they have never seen, or of a behavior pattern |hey 
may find shocking -  offered to the public as common or even typical examples of 
the homosexual group os o whole.

/
To another sort of homosexual reader, who has already come to the realization that 
his social plight will not be alleviated as long as he merely waits passively for help 
from any quarter, this book will add another stimulus to his conviction that he must 
himself take an active part in the furtherance of knowledge and in the solution of 
the social problem that affects him so deeply. The resolution of the drama cannot be 
worked out with justice while the central character remains concealed among the 
audience.

from THE REAL BOOK ABOUT COWBOYS
by Michael Gorham (Garden City Book, Garden City, New York, 1952).

Page 172:
"Texas cowboys have always loved dancing. They held dances even when there 

were no women around. Half the cowboys put handkerchiefs on their arms, which 
meant they were taking the port of women, and they were said to be 'heifer -  
branded.' They did mostly the old square dances of the South, because many of the 
cowboys -  or their parents -  hod come from the South. Sometimes they mode 
up new words to the old tunes -  words that came out of their life on trail drives 
and the open range. Even outlaws and gangs of rustlers sometimes entertained them
selves in their hideouts by singing and dancing.

SOCIETY AND THE HOMOSEXUAL
by Gordon Westwood (New York: E. P. Dutton, 1953)

At a meeting of the Educational Chapter of the Mattachine Society 
in Chicago, a book review, critique, and discussion was held on 
the American edition of the British work by Mr. Westwood. This 
book is for England what Donald Webster Cory's THE HOMOSEX -  
UAL IN AMERICA is for the United States. The following sum - 
mary of the discussion was originally published in the Chicago 
Mattachine Newsletter.

The author attempts a more or less complete survey of all aspects of the subject, but 
In this case from an "objective" point of view, os opposed to Cory's "subjective" ap
praisal. However, Mr. Westwood's "objectivity" was found wanting. He based his 
definition of the homosexual on the individual's psychic disposition and proceeded to 
guess that the incidence of homosexuality in England was substantially higher thon 
that In the United States (os estimated by Kinsey, who did not base his findings on 
psychic disposition). His reoson for this supposed higher incidence was the more 
stringent segregation of the sexes in the English pubilc schoql. On the other hand, 
some researchers argue that the incidence of adult homosexuality is lower in societies 
where the homosexual outlet is easily avialable in adolescence.

Of particular Interest was Westwood's discussion of the causes of the pronounced 
homosexual disposition. He reviewed the theory that it is instilled early in life by 
a variety of family situations which induce the child to make a psychic identification 
with the parent of the opposity sex. Westvrood also examined the genetic or inborn



theories, citing a recent study which found that in families of homosexuals, the ra
tio of male of female births is morkedly higher thon that in the population at large.

In view of the great stress placed by the popular press end a large segment of [^blic 
opinion upon seduction as a cause of homose>uolity, the discussion group found West- 
wood's views especially significant. Seduction, he maintains, is not a cause but a 
resuit of homosexual trends, a rrvore or less inevitable end product of pre--cooscioos 
inclinations. In many cases, the seduction is provoked by the "innoMnt partner.
In any case. It rarely has any lasting or harmful effect unless the seduced alrwdy 
has within his personality deep-seated homosexual leanings or conflicts centering 
in these.
Regarding the hostile attitude of Anglo-American society, the law, e tc .,  Westwood's 
conclusions were found to be-so similar to Cory's that they require no s(»cial comment. 
Like Cory, he believes that the problem of the homosexual in society will 1» solved 
only when society undergoes a profound change of heart and mind on the subject.

REPORT ON THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE FEDERAL LOYALTY -  SECURITY 
PROGRAM OF THE BAR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. New York: Dodd, Meod, 
4 C o .,  1956 pp. xxvi, 301. $5.00 BOOK REVIEW by Mack Fingal

This exhausting, if not exhaustive, report on the several civilian secuifify programs 
was actually an extension of the study and report mode by The Fund for the Republic, 
Inc., published in August 1955, olthough this study by the Bar Association was com
pletely independent of that mode by the Fund.

The Bar Association's report in concerned only with civilian personnel security pro -  
grams -  not with the military. There are actually in effect today at least seven 
different security programs;

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

The Federal Government's Civilian Personnel Security Program.
The Defense Department's Industrial Security Program (for contractor per
sonnel).
The Atomic Energy Commission's Security Program (for its own employees 
and for contractor personnel).
The Port Security Program (for merchant seamen and longshoremen).
The International Orgonizations Employees Program (for present and pro
spective employees of the United Natrons and other international organ
izations).
Private Employers' PrograirB.

This Report fin t gives a "Summary" in which is set forth: (I) The Problem, (2) The 
Findings, ond (3) The Recommendations. The problem is how to protect the intern
al security of the United States and at the same time preserve personal liberty; the 
basic finding is that the personnel security system should be maintained, but that 
it is too brood and should be modified to correct its weaknesses while at the sanw 
time assuring adequate safeguards to the individual; and the chief recommendations 
ore:

(a) The security program should apply only to sensitive positions.
(b) The Attorney General's subversive list should be abolished unless brought 

up to date, should exclude organizations which have been defunct for more than 
10 years, should include only organizations which have been given notice and an op

Sron

portunity to be heard, and should not be construed as establishing that the individual 
is subversive unless such membership has been made unlawful by stotute.

(c) Suspended employees should continue to receive their pay until their ca
ses are disposed of, and when practicable transferred to non-sensitive positions.

(d) Unless injurious to national security, the employees should always be con- 
ited with, and allowed to cross-examine, the witnesses against him.

Some of the terrific costs involved in the investigation of employees are disclosed 
in this Report. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1955, the Federal Government, 
including the F. B. I . ,  spent over $37 million. And the F. B,. I. alone, from 
1947 to 1955 inclusive, spent over 124 million. These figures do not include indirect 
costs and overhead, which were unavailable.

The book is copiously documented with notes and statistics, and copies of digests of 
statutes, orders, ond regulations. The list of lawyers who comprised the Special 
Committe to make this intensive study is very impressive, as is the list of over 150 
promiiwnt persorts in various walks of life whom they consulted.

There is no comment on homosexuality, which is perhaps just os well, since the U. S. 
Civil Service Commission has, for many years prior to the security program, hod re
gulations providing for the removal of employees on grounds of "sex perversion, 
"criminal, infamous,... immoral, or notoriously disgraceful conduct." The Com- 
mission's regulations are all drawn pursuant to existing laws, and until homosexual 
acts are removed from the categories of "Crime" and "Immorality,' the regulations 
will doubtlessly remain in effect.

BRITISH ORGANIZATION TO LAUNCH RESEARCH 
PROJECT ON HOMOSEXUALITY; MATTACHINE SOCIETY 

INVITED TO OBTAIN SUBJECTS FOR INTERVIEW

Gordon Westwood of London, aifihdr of Society and the Homosexual, 
has invited the Mattachine Society in the U. S. to participate in a 
forthcoming research project to be sponsored by the British Social 
Biology Council, of which The Earl of Cranbrook is president. The 
council is associated with the work of the Church of England Moral 
Welfare Council, a group of religious, governmental and professional 
leaders who are studying the social, moral, religious and legal impli
cations of homosexuality in the Western world, particularly Great Brit
ain. The following is an outline of the research project, which will 
be conducted through the medium of a questionnaire:

It is intended to examine the social implications of male homosex
uality with a view to discovering factors which may contribute to
wards a more balanced assessment of the homosexual’s place in soc
iety. The inquiry will be made under the direction of a Committee 
representative of a variety of professions. The field research will be 
carried out by Mr. Westwood, assisted by a number of people who will
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help to make contact with homosexuals from different settings: the 
project is planned for a period of two years, and the final report will
be published in a suitably edited form.

In view of the intense complexity of the problem of homosexuality 
in our society, the research worker will initially conduct a Pilot In
vestigation. He will make contact with homosexuals ftom as wide a 
range as possible of different groups and backgrounds. By direct dis
cussion with each individual he will seek all information that appears 
relevant, trying to ascertain in particular the effect of homosexual 
tendencies on a person’s work, sex life and behavior towards society; 
the effect on the homosexual of the present law and attitude of soc
iety, examining in this connection the opinions of a wide variety of 
persons who are not homosexuals; what happens to the indivudual 
when he becomes aware of homosexual tendencies, and if and when 
he attempts to control them.

It should be noted that in view of the present situation in which 
indulgence in homosexual acts is a criminal offense, the identity of 
contacts will not be revealed to anyone. The research worker will 
devise a system of pseudonyms for die purpose of his report.

A Home Office Departmental Committee is inquiring into the effects 
of the laws relating, to homosexuality (in England). But whatever its 
recommendations, diere will be little change in the present unsatis
factory situation until the full scope and nature of the problem is im
pressed upon the public by an array of reliable facts in place of ig
norance and fear. It is believed that only such a field research as 
this, which would be the first of its kind in England, can provide the 
information which is essential for a more rational approace to the 
whole problem of homosexuality.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Notke of Chong* of addrosi ihovid b* •*nl not 
I*» Ihon two weeks prior lo the dote change 
becomas effective. Send the address at which 
copies are now being received and the new 
oddress ol which you wish to receive copies.

The MATTACNINE REVIEW is  pu b lish ed  by th e  M attachine 
S o c ie ty , In c ., a n o n - p r o f i t ,  n o n - p a r t i s a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  
founded in  the p u b lic  in te r e s t  fo r  th e  purpose o f p rov id 
ing t ru e  aud accu ra te  in fo rm ation  toward the  s o lu t io n  of 
p ro b le a s  of human sex behavior.

One doctor’s viewpoint, as told in a recent 
newspaper feature, bolds that

Many Like Celibacy
By Dr. Walter C  Alvarez

ConsulUnf in Mndicint. Mayo Clinic

Unmarried women some
times ^v e  me queer reasons 
for their failure to marry. A 
few said they feared a sexual 
life or i^egnancy, and a few 
feared to  pass on to  children 
their bad inheritance of men
tal illness. Many said they had 
stayed home to take care of a 
father or mother; or they had 
stayed to help bring up broth
ers and sisters.

Some, after an unfortunate 
love affair with a man, were 
afraid to Venture again. Some 
who were well educated, 
idealistic and "particular” 
said they had never been able 
to find a man of the type they 
wanted for a husband. Many 
educated and successful busi
ness women had been unable 
to  find a man who could 
earn as much as they did.

1 have seen non-marrying 
families in which as many as 
6 or 7 brothers or 3 or 4 sis
ters never found a spouse. 1 
have asked such people why 
they had remained single, and 
they would not or could not 
tell me.

MANY WOMEN using a 
"Miss” before their name, 
will admit to me that once 
they married but things soon 
went wrong. Usually, they 
say the man proved to be a 
rotter or a bad-check artist or 
an alcoholic, or a "mama’s 
boy” or a "pansy.” Or, be
cause she was homosexual.

she found she could not stand 
a man in the house, or she 
found she could not love any
one, or her inherited vile 
temper soon broke up her 
marriage.

Some of these women said 
they could not stand living in 
a room or apartment even 
with a woman.

Mildly schizophrenic per
sons commonly hate sex and 
any physical contact with 
anyone — man or woman. 
Such persons, when young, 
commonly do not date. Later 
in life, many marry in order 
just to get a home. Many 
homosexpal men marry to get 
a home and to make it look 
as if they were normal.

MANY NEUROTIC and hy
persensitive and retiring wom
en have told me that when 
they were young and perhaps 
in college—when they should 
have been getting a husband 
— t̂hey were too shy and too 
nervous and jittery to go out 
with a man. Some, when out 
with a beau, would get so 
nauseated or full of gas that 
they could not eat a mouthful 
of food; others would get 
dianhea.

Quite a few men and wom
en failed to get married be
cause of some physical handi
cap, such as a squint, a polio 
arm or leg, a club foot, stut
tering, or some spasticity.



EADER2 write
REVIEW EDITORS As a p r o fe s s io n a l man, and w ith  f e e l in g s  as th ey  
are h e r e , I must be most e lrou m sp eot, however I n ever m iss an 
op p o rtu n ity  to  fu r th e r  th e  cause of M attach lne. I would lo s e  my 
p r o fe s s io n a l  s ta tu s  im m ediately  I f  my p r o c l i v i t i e s  were known 
and I am to o  much of a coward to  r is k  t h i s .  However some who 
have In q u ired  about me know, because I w i l l  not s a i l  under f a l s e  
c o lo r s * —Mr« A* H« S«, F lo r id a

REVIEH EDITOR: Thanks k in d ly  fo r  sen d in g  me th e  M attachlne Re- 
v ie w . I th in k  I t  I s  a b e t te r  p ap er, p e r s o n a lly , than  some Eur
opean p u b lic a t io n s  which are som etim es ra th er  s a la c io u s  and 
c r u sh ln g ly  s e n t im e n ta l.  I p ass I t  on to  two men who are f r ie n d s  
a f t e r  I read I t . - - M is s  M. R», N atal

review EDITOR: Homosexuals are t h e ir  own w orst en em ie s . One 
m eets groups In p r iv a te  homes and I s  r e a l ly  lu ck y  i f  th e  con ver
sa t io n  has any t in g e  of i n t e l l e c t u a l i t y .  Even when some le s b ia n s  
are p r e s e n t ,  many male hom osexuals seem to  show them l i t t l e  r e s 
p ect and few s o c ia l  a m e n it ie s .  R ecen tly  th e  langjiage I heard In  
a oar on a t r ip  t o  West V ir g in ia  among hom ophlles (w ith  a 
" s tr a ig h t"  woman p resen t)  was so crude th a t  I was ashamed. A ll 
I heard was "chase and c a p tu r e ." — H. S . ,  Ohio

REVIEW EDITOR: I f in d  g re a t p lea su re  and oom fort in  read in g  th e  
Review and h erew ith  p led ge to  be o f  g r e a te r  h elp  f in a n c i a l ly ,

—Mr, W, T ., M ichigan

REVIEW EDITOR: S ince a few  days ago when I r e c e iv e d  your sample 
copy of th e  Review , m ailed  t o  me by a f r ie n d ,  I d id  not know of 
th e  e x is te n c e  o f  an o r g a n isa t io n  such a s  y o u r s . For many y e a r s ,
I wondered why q u a l i f ie d  p erson s had n ot attem pted  to  " r o ll  
back th e  heavy cu rta in "  which has so lon g  con cea led  th e  tr u e  and 
u s e fu l s id e  o f  th e  hom osexual, and t r y  t o  show to  th e world th a t  
e q u a l i t y  In s e x u a li ty  cou ld  be a g re a t b e n e f i t  to  mankind. Now 
you are r o l l in g  baok th a t  c u r t a in .  My g r a t itu d e  to  you a l l  fo r  
d o in g  so —we are behind y o u .——Mr. A. A. S . ,  Wyoming

REVIEW EDITOR: The C ir c le  In Zurich recommended you to  me. I 
was t o ld  th a t  your s o c ie t y  and I t s  p u b lic a t io n s  rep resen ted  a 
most tru stw o rth y  and s e n s ib le  group In Amerloa, P lease  send 
me more In form ation  about th e  S o c ie t y .—Mr. A. D. B . ,  Ohio

REVIEW EDITOR: When your magazine appeared 2^  years ago I was 
g la d . There was someone in  th e  f i e l d  who could  v o ice  the opin
io n s  o f th e  hom osexuals. I have and w i l l  m aintain  th a t I t  I s  
m orally  wrong fo r  a person to  p r a c t ic e  homosexual a c ts  but at the  
same tim e t h i s  must not be a concern fo r  th e law u n le ss  fo rce  1s 
u sed , a minor In v o lv ed , or the act Is  committed in  p u b lic . Many 
a r t i c l e s  In th e  Review exp ress t h i s  v iew p oin t and I f in d  i t  en
cou rag in g . Howeve'r, I do not agree w ith  a l l  th a t you p rin t —
I f e e l  th a t  some a r t i c l e s  hurt the cause of h om osexuality , but I 
bear w ith  them because I t  I s  through t h i s  w eedlng-out p rocess  
th a t hom osexuals can learn  to  f in d  t h e ir  r ig h t fu l  p lace  In so c 
i e t y .  Working on th e magazine should g iv e  you a sense of accomp
lish m e n t. More peop le are cogn izant of your e f f o r t s  than you  
may th in k — because many h e s it a t e  to  w r i t e .—Mr. A .B ., New York

REVIEW EDITOR: Let me c le a r ly  s ta te  th a t  I do not a^ree w ith  
muoh th a t  I s  p r in ted  on your p ages, but I a p p recia te  th a t th ere  
are c o n tr a d ic t io n s  In a f i e l d  such as th a t  of the Review. How
ever you appear to  be ta k in g  a c o n s tr u c t iv e  approach to  a prob
lem which b e s e ts  many.—Mr. W. L. B .,  New York

REVIEW EDITOR: Your magazine marks a m ileston e  In tl^e d ir e c t io n  
of an I h t e l l l g e n t  approach to  sane f a c t s  and en lightenm ent to  
h elp  unmask what has long been a m ysterious world h y p o c r isy .  
Continued s u c c e s s .—Mr. J . D ., C a l i f .

REVIEW EDITOR: Thanks fo r  your k in d ly  l e t t e r ,  th e  sample Review 
euid th e  y e llo w  b ook let about the M attachlne S o c ie ty .  I s h a ll  
read them w ith  i n t e r e s t ,  and seek  a way to  su b sc r ib e .

—Mr. J . C ., London

REVIEW EDITOR: I have read of your p u b lic a tio n  and seek in fo r 
m ation about i t .  Even here we are exposed to  contempt and b la ck 
m a il in g .—Mr. F. R ., I t a ly

REVIEW EDITOR: Your enthusiasm  about the Langley P orter C lin ic  
s tu d ie s  on sex  and s im ila r  a c t i v i t i e s  by other groups can only  
b rin g  a b i t t e r  laugh from one who has l iv e d  In p olice-d om in ated  
C a lifo r n ia  and watched so many such f in e  s tu d ie s  put in to  s i l 
ence a f te r  t h e ir  com p letion . I t  I s  e n t ir e ly  lo g ic a l  th a t the  
g r e a te s t  and most recen t adaances made In t h i s  country fo r  our 
cause has been by the American Law I n s t i t u t e  and i t s  Model 
Penal *^ode, and In England by th e  church In I t s  recent p le a  to  
have homosexual a c ts  between co n sen tin g  a d u lts  In p r iv a te  c a lle d  
a s in  but not a crim e. But th e re  I s  n oth ing  from thO d o c to r s .
I Hold no b r ie f  fo r  r e l ig i o n ,  which has caused us so much g r i e f .  
And I t  I s  equal f o l l y  to  be tak en  by th e 'h y p o c r lsy  and i l l u s 
io n s  o f th e  s c i e n t i s t s ,  t o o , —Mr. E. V/,, New York

35



UNNUMBERED 
PAGE [$ ]

Should ho PP.
56-37



*

il

LOOKING A H E A D . . . ,

B eginning In th e Auguet I s s u e ,  th e  
Review w i l l  p u b lish  a le n g th y  b ib 
lio g r a p h y  o f books on th e  hoBOsexual 
s u b je o t . "Values and R e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s "  
w i l l  he eonoluded In th a t  Issu e*  A new 
author w i l l  appear In a  q u e stio n in g  o r l t lo ls m  of a 
lo n g -s ta n d in g  s it u a t io n  fa m il ia r  to  W estern v iew ers  
o f m ovies and t e le v is io n «  The eowboy and h is  buddy, 
and th e  f r o n t ie r  h ero in e s  th e y  never o a p tu r e . , .p lu s  
many o th er a r t i c l e s  and f e a t u r e s .

IN OCTOBER, th e Review w i l l  p resen t I t s  second an
nual " In te r n a tio n a l E d it io n ,"  w ith  t r a n s la t io n s  of 
a r t i c l e s  from European hom ophlle m agarln es, prepared  
by th e  New York oh ap ters o f  th e  U attach ln e S o e le t y .

DON'T MISS EITHER OF THESE OOTSTANDINO ISSUES!

W&.tch for the August and October 
issues on your newsstand— or order 
a copy direct from the p\̂ t>lisher. 
b et ter STILL: If you are not a 
regular subscriber, why not send 

for a full year subscription 
apd then you'll receive 12 monthly 
issues by first class mail in 
plain sealdd envelope direct to 
your address....

mattaclijne REVIEW
693 Mis*lon Street -  Son Froneieeo 5, Coli#.

RSVICV EDITOR: During more than a year o f  eu b eorlb ln g  to  th e  
R ev lev , I  have found l i t t l e  I f  an yth in g  In  I t  concern ing an d/or  
• o a tr lb u t ln g  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  to  th e  homogenlo woman's p o in t o f 
v iew , d e sp ite  th e  f a i r l y  obvious fq o t th a t  suoh women oould  
s e a r o s ly  avoid  having much to  co n tr ib u te  In tu r n . This apparent 
b lin d  sp ot In  a r e so u rc e fu l o r g a n isa t io n  avowedly devoted  to  the  
purpose o f h e lp in g  t o  promote the w orthw hile. In te g r a tio n  of the  
d e v ia te  INDIVIDUAL w ith  modern s o c ie ty  I s  t o  me— as a s e r io u s -  
minded stud en t In th e f i e l d  of sexu a l r e la t lo n s — u n ln te l l lg e n t  
I f  not downright s t u l t i f y i n g  to  th e  S o c ie ty 's  b est  e f f o r t s .  
L ikew ise I t  d ep r iv e s  th e R eview 's women rea d ers of t h e ir  Just 
due, e s p e c ia l ly  I f  th ey  are paid s u b s c r ib e r s .—M iss P . W., C a l i f .

E d ito r 's  N ote: The Review would l ik e  n oth in g  b e t te r  than to  r e -  
eo lv o  a con tinu ous and dependable f lo w  of m a ter ia l (n o n -f lo t lo n )  
b y , fo r  and about th e  fem ale homophlle and her problems (which  
wo r e a l i s e  are o f te n  d if f e r e n t  from th ose  o f  th e  m a le ). But we 
c a n 't  p u ll  t h i s  m a ter ia l out of th e  a i r .  Vie have asked fo r  I t  
b efo re  and I t  d id n 't  show u p . And w h ile  th ere  are many women mem. 
h ers In  th e  U attach ln e o r g a n isa t io n , most o f them are a ls o  a o t -  
Iw ely  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  D aughters of B l l l t l s ,  I n c , ,  and are work- 
la g  on th a t  grou p 's growing monthly m agaslne, THE LADDER, The 
Daughters o rg a n isa tio n  and I t s  p u b lic a tio n  sh ares o f f ic e  space 
w ith  th e  M attaohlne at San F ra n c isco . Thus M attaoh ln e's suppor 
and endorsement o f  t h i s  women's o r g a n isa tio n  I s  o b v io u s, and, we 
b e l ie v e .  In  th e  b e st  I n te r e s t  of advancing th e  o v e r - a l l  under
stan d in g  o f homophlle problem s. However, th e  f a c t  rem ains—we 
would weloome more fem ale b y - l in e s  In th e Review. L e t's  have

th e n !

review EDITOR: H ere's a 4 -y ea r  s u b sc r ip t io n . I  was Im pressed by 
February and A pril I s s u e s —Mr. E. S . ,  New York

REVIEW EDITOR: F rien ds prompted me t o  su b scrib e two years a g ^  
Here I s  my ren ew a l. Wo a l l  sa y , "keep oU— con tinu e stro n g . Or, 
I f  you oh oose, "Spread th e f a i t h ." —Mr. R. M., Penn.

REVIEW EDITOR: I was I n t r ig u e d  by y o u r F eb ru a ry  c o n te n ts  I f  n o t 
th e  o o v e r .  I have lo n g  been I n t e r e s t e d  I n  prob lem s of b e h a v io r 
ism , have ta k e n  c o u rse s  In  so o lo lo g y , s tu d ie d  J u v e n ile  d e l ln -
quenoy and erlm e, — ------ --------  .
an e r u d ite  C ath ollo  p r ie s t  and my p r o fe sso r s  th a t  homosexualism  
I s  a prim ary b eh avior problem ; I t  has caused a tremendous sense  
o f g u i l t  through th e  a g e s .  There I s  muoh research  and w r it in g  to  
be done t o  so lv e  t h i s  growing s o c ia l  p rob lem .— J . P . ,  Oregon

and have done s o c ia l  ease work. I learn ed  from



REVIEW EDITORS I am an aotor In a Y outh-T heater In  B e r lin  and 
re q u e s t  a sample oopy of your Review . A lthough I oannot 
w r ite  good E n g lish , I would l ik e  to  correspond w ith  American 
f r ie n d s  In  German or E n g lis h .—Ur. G. U ., Germany •

E d ito r ’ s N ote; R e g r e t fu lly ,  th e  Review oannot oomply w ith  the  
second r e q u e s t .  Because o f th e  nature o f  our su b jec t  and th e  
Im p llo a tlo n  (however tr u e  or u n tru e) th a t  Review read ers are 
hom osexual, t h i s  p u b lic a t io n  exchanges no names fo r  c o r r e s 
pondence.

REVIEW EDITOR; Thanks fo r  th e  a s s is ta n c e  g iv e n  me r e c e n t ly  
when I p resen ted  a l e g a l  problem , I In tend  to  t e l l  some of 
my fr ie n d s  of th e  w onderfu l work you are d oin g  and perhaps 
th e y  may become su b sc r ib e r s ,- -M r . J . S . ,  C a l i f .

REVIEW EDITOR; Sxiggest you make a sev ere  pruning o f th e  verb 
ia g e  of A llen  and Jaokson In subsequent I n s ta l lm e n ts .  Good 

I id e a s  a r e n 't  made b e t te r  by e x c e s s iv e  developm ent,
—Mr. R. G ., C a l i f .  |

REVIEW EDITOR; C o n g ra tu la tio n s on th e  "Values and R e sp o n s ib il
i t i e s "  s e r i e s ,  which I s  by fa r  th e  most o u tsta n d in g  d ls o u s -  
slor, on t h i s  su b jec t  I have ever rea d . S in ce th e  a e r ie s  I s  
co n tin u in g , I s  I t  p o s s ib le  t o  Issu e  I t  l a t e r  In  a re p r in te d  
b o o k le t form ?—Mr. K. S . ,  W ashington

VALUES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

(Contijiutd from page 17) 
are organ-worshipping homosexuals, and 
morally, the defect is essentially the 
same in both.

"1 know him like a book,”  the wife 
says of her husband. "1 know her like 
the back of my hand,** the husband says 
of the wife. And there is always a jolly 
sort of tolerant-appreciative pride in 
these remarks. (Of course, such a remark 
always somewhat offends the spouse 
thus referred to, who likes to consider 
himself—or herself-an unfathomable mys
tery, and with good cause, too.) The 
secu) ir law employs the term carnal 
knowledge,* but always with the impli
cation that carnal knowledge is guilty 
knowledge. Let us rather think of carnal 
knowledge as one important course in the 
curriculum of love. There are two kinds 
of morons of the erotic life: the organ-

obsessed and the false innocents, No 
grown up human being has any business 
being innocent about sex and love, for 
innocence implies ignorance and a large 
part of loving is knowing.

An incredibly rich and varied symbol
ism attaches to the sex organs and to 
sexuality in general. There are spiritual 
truths imbedded in the sexual life and 
many of the wotld*s religions have util
ized the truths of sex to lead the people 
to those universal truths |Which sex sym
bolizes. On the other hand, psychoanal
ysis has revealed to us the neurotic*s 
nightmarish worid of symbolic misappre
hension of the meaning of the sex organs 
and sex activity. Only too often the mas
ses of erotic literature and art which 
overwhelm us today express only our 
misapprehensions. But the danger does 
not lie in the overt eroticism of contemp

orary literature and art but rather in the 
deep untruth, the pathological nature of 
many of these expressions.

At first glance this matter of symbolic 
misapprehension may seem to be only of 
academic interest. Yet we know that for 
many homosexuals the ma\e organ rep
resents the mother's breast,' and that for 
many heterosexuals the iwle organ rep
resents an instrument of aggression, a 
revolver, a blackjack, a symbol of dom
ination and. destruction. 1* ""t hy’_
chance that so many homosexuals, un
consciously seeking a breast substitute, 
find themselves confronting a merciless 
aggressor. Both individuals completely 
misunderstand themselves, each other, 
and the nature of the situation in which 
they meet. A kind of sex education which 
deals only with the mechanics of sexuai 
intercourse and reproduction insuffic
ient.

"The satisfaction should at the same 
time spring from and lead to the healthy 
activity of the whole person. Sex love 
however ardent and passionac, should 
not be isolated from the general scheme 
of life...In both (husband and wife), the 
sex action should be rooted in their com
panionship together, not for one kind of 
action, but for their lives. They take 
one another for better or for worse; the.it 
union, which above all depends upon 
the quality of their characters to help fit 
in with one another, makes gracious and 
human every physical element in their 
intercourse.

"The woman no longer has power over 
her own body, but the man; in like mann 
net, the man no longer has power over 
his own body, but the woman has. This 
must be accepted without evasion or pre
tense...Sex must be taken honestly and 
without reservation...Only- from an un
grudging acceptance of its nature can 
sex love n«^mally develop from desire 
to responsibility and maturity, through 
slef-discipline and unselfish cate of the 
other and the mutual acceptance of the 
duties of the marriage state.”

I believe that the homosexual too must 
accept his own partner's sexuality as 
fact-and facts ate clean. If two homosex
uals enter a partnership as lovers it 
seems to me that they must acknowledge 
the obligation to fulfill each other's needs 
while being considerate in their demands. 
Yet here lies perhaps the greatest 
stumbliitg block to enduring homosexual 
friendships. It is very difficult for a man 
to surrender himself thus far to the pow
er of another man, even though he loves 
him well. And it is .very difficult for an 
individual of an active, energetic nature

to realize the degrees of subraissive- 
ness his love may demand of his partner.
If the individual lives up to the aggres
sive, competitive "dynamic” ideal of  ̂
virility which is so marked a feature of ' 
out society, he may be effective in the 
economic world, the work-world, but his 
ideal of virility itself may make it diffi
cult or impossible for his homosexual 
friendships to be anything but a bittet 
clash of wills. Love is not only self- 
expression, bur self-fulfillment; every, 
sort of love also demands a good meas
ure of self-surrender. It takes much cour
age and much self-knowledge and self- 
discipline to achieve and maintain a bal
ance of power and equality of self-bur 
render in a homosexual relationship. 
Yet, this same problem looms in modern 
heterosexual relationships as well. As 
women gain mote freedom and mote soc
ial and economic equality they tent mote 
and more to adopt masculine ideals and 
attitudes. They display the same unyield
ing individualism, the same fear and re
sentment of the necessity of self-sur
render in love relationships which is 
characterstic of themale.

In every known type of human re iation- 
ship conflicts are bound to arise. Homo
sexual relationships ate no exception. 
Both partners must show a willingness 
to see the other’s point of view, of course. , 
Both must avoid taking SO radical or ex
treme a stand that they find themselves 
out on a limb from which they cantoot re
treat, on the one hand, while making 
exorbitant demands to which thq other 
cannot yield with self-respect. On the 
other. Both partners must tty to keep 
their disagreement from spreadii^g, like 
a forest fire, into areas beyond that in 
which disagreement exists. But the best 
solution of all, 1 think, is to submit the 
matter to God. Even if you don't ̂ believe 
in God, imagine Him. Imagine-if you 
cannot believe in-a supreme Thinking 
Heart who loves you both equally well, 
who wishes only your mutual good, who 
would advise only a solution fait to both 
with no extra advanrages to either, a 
Loving Mind who gladly forgives every 
admitted error in you both: imagine such 
a loving, wise, impartial arbitrator pre
siding over your conflict with your friend 
—what would His solution be? Submit 
yourself to this solution. 1 believe that 
any relationship in which both partners 
turn to God when they are in trouble will 
survive. "If God did not exist it would be 
nocessary to invent Him,” some wise 
man wrote.

(To Be Continued)
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All A'twitter Over Book 
About Byron's Love Life.

London (Reuters)—A 
literary storm Is brewing in Eng
land over the newest book on 
Lord George Byron, the early 
19tii century English poet who 
died In 1824. , ,

Prof. G. Wilson Knight s book, 
“Lord Byron’s Marriage: The Evi
dence oi Asterisks," seeks to cast 
new light on the young poet, 
knowTi ior his fatal charm for 
women and the failure of his 
marriage.

The professor sets out evidence 
to show Byron as a sexual devi
ate whose homosexual tenden
cies wrecked his marriage and 
left him with a feeling of guilt 
that colored his writing.

Other literary experts have 
questioned Knight's evidence and 
thesis. At least one has termed 
the book an injustice to the great 
poet.

Knight dismisses a widely 
credited reason lor the marriage 
breakup—that Byron had been 
having an affair with his half- 
¿ster, Lady Augusta Leigh.

Knight says Lady Byron delib
erately spread that story, after 
she had left Byron in 1816, to 
hide the facts.

From his youth, says the Eng
lish literature professor at Leeds 
University, Byron felt strong at
traction for youths of lower sta
tion in life. This was true even 
when he was being pursued and 
“martyred" by many a rich 
young English woman before his 
marriage.

Byron, Knight believes, never 
ceased to regret his bisexual fail
ings, and this w'as the .source of 
the guilt feeling that ruled his 
U e  and much of his poetiy\

When his marriage broke up, 
Byron left England, ostracized by 
society lor his alleged incest. Bit-

ter at a society ho considered hyp
ocritical, he traveled through Eu
rope, eventually settling in Italy.

Thei-e he completed his long 
poem,“Childe Harold,” and work
ed on the unfinished "Don Juan." 
In 1 ^3  he joined the Greek War 
of Independence and died of lever 
the next year.

Knight ba.ses much of his evi
dence for bisexuality on Byron’s 
poetry and letters, in which he 
admitted affections lo r youths, 
and on letters and writings of 
Lady Byron and their friends.

But the “firim evidence” he 
produces for t ^ f i r s t  time is a 
little-known pair of poems, writ
ten as if by Byron but evidently 
after the poet's death.

Knight contends that these 
poems, published anonymously 
as “Don Leon” and “Leon to An- 
nabella,” were written by George 
Colman the younger, described as 
the “least decent author” of his 
day-

The poems trace the feelings 
of a homosexual and apparently 
refer to Byron’s life and mar
riage.

Knight believes that Colman, as 
a friend of Byron, read his mem
oirs and th u i was aware of his 
true history.

The memoirs were destroyed by 
Lady Byron.

British reviewers have not 
been unfavorable toward the new 
book, but few have accepted its 
findings unhesitatingly. Typical 
Is the reaction of Andrew Weir 
of the Birmingham Post:

“Such an honest book requires 
an honest opinion. My honest 
opinion is that nntU explicit and 
reliable statements of fact are 
forthcoming to replace the as
terisks, aO conjectore, no mat
ter how well meant, is In danger

of doing Injustice to Byron and 
the other characters in his un
happy story.”

Cyril Connelly’s comment In 
the Sunday Times:

“I can well believe he may be 
right.”

One of the most searching 
criticisms, by A.O.J. Cdckshut, 
in the Manchester Guardian, sug
gested three reasons for ques
tioning the book, which he noted 
had been written with dignity— 
“a very great fe a t”

Byi'on’s sense of guilt, he said, 
was so generalized that it need

not have been fed by homosexual 
feelings; it may have been 
caused by normal sexual devia
tions or by sins unconnected 
with sex.

Colman, he added, had a 
strong Interest in homosexuality. 
Even if he did know the facts, 
therefore, he may have deliber
ately falsified them.

Finally, Cockshut asked why 
no hint of Byron’s homosexuality 
was dropped by “some of the 
most determined and least reti
cent women in Europe” who pur
sued him.

VITSOL

All flowers do not wear the hue ‘
That makes the rose divine,
And yet does God withhold the dew 
From these, as though His love indign?

All birds do not the plumage wear 
Of eagles in high heaven’s skies,
And yet are other birds less fair 
Or less their worth in heaven's eyes?.

■ i
All men their God do not entreat 
In words and temples all the same.
And yet is God’s love incomplete 
Or does He any love disclaim?

— JOHN POULTNEY



M A T T A C H Í N E  S A L U T E S
R E P .  M A C D O N A L D  (MASS.)

(C o n t in u e d  from p dge  4)

MILITARY DISCHARGES LESS THAN 
h o n o r a b l e

(Mr. DOYLE asked and was given per
mission to address the House foi 1 min
ute and to revise and extend his re
marks.) ,   ̂ , . . .

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker. I  take this 
time to mention in answer to many ta 
quines that have come to me as to what 
the speciai, subcommittee appointed by 
the gentleman from Georgia. Hoh. Carl 
V in s o n , to Iconsider the subject matter 
Of less than honorable discharges from 
our Military Establishment has done, we 
anticipate holding preliminary Pubuc 
meetings beginning about May 15. with

the representatives of the Defense De- 
partm.ent as the only witnesses a t this 
preliminary bearing. A very consider
able number of qualified witnesses are 
desirous of testif^ng in support of the 
objectives of H. R. 1108 and companion 
bills.

We have held several Informal meet
ings. some, executive; but we think the 
time has come now to begin public 
hearings.

About 30 Members of the House have 
already filed the same bill. H. R. 1108. If 
any other Member wants to do likewise, 
his action will be welcomed, very cor
dially. We invite the cooperation of the 
membership and the co(tacration of the 
military in  the study we are making of 
this major problem. The records show it 
is a major, nationwide problem.
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BE ABLE TO FACE 

THE WORLD AGÀIK7V

th«r« It virtuolly no *'homan orrer" 
^'stinging ttlgmo of eortain tox teondols. 
sviof most bo rogulatod by ‘low to protoct 
Purthormoro, evory toeloty It entitled to 

ary for itt welfare and tofety.

BECAUSE OF oge-old ottitudes ai^ 
thort of capítol crime which carries'
ADMITTEDLY this sphere of humai  ̂
the weok, the young and the Innoetj 
proscribe those octs which arô  jutti 
BUT' A GROWNIG Woup of leaders in fields of medicine, low, religion and soclo- 
ptycholeglcol science ore todoy asking for a re-oxomlnotlon of moral and legal 
cAdos. They ask, *rHas our low served Its purpose? Does It correct or control the 
'evils' for which it wos Intended? Or hove we concentrated upon symptoms and 
overleeked the oll-Importont root couset?"
RESEARCH EXPERTS in the human behovlor fields hove declared the need for 

deeper study, critical evaluotlen and constructive octlon In deollng with problems 
of varied human personality orientotion. To do otherwise is to perpetuate unneces- 
sory humen waste, wagedy ond unhappiness.
THE MATTACHINE SOCIETY endorses programs of critical exomlnotlon of human 
sex problems such os the work of Iho Institute for Sex Research, Indlono Univer
sity; the Church of Englond Morol Welforo Council# London; tho Amorlcon Low 
Instltuto's Modol Ponol Codo on sex; and mony othor montol health socletlos ond 
public ogonclos over tho nation.
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and rocommendotions of such groups into now attitudes, policios and codas to ro* 
placo eld ones foui^ wonting.
THAT'S THE WAY tohelp moko It possible for mony persons living shattorod lives 
to bo oble to face tho world ogoin. Knewlodgo, understanding ond occoptonco 
MUST reploco ignorance, pro|udlco ond btgotryl

Tbe MmtachÍH€ Society, ¡nc. is a non-profit educaiiontil and research organization 
devoted to aiding the understanding of Persons with varied sex orientation-par- 
ticularly the homnsexual. All persons over 21 are invited to participate in this 
humanitarian program» You may help with contributions of funds, through active 
memhership mid in other ways. Write to the Board of Directors for information:

Wlattachine ôcieqi, Inc.
693 Mission Street San Francisco 5, Calif.
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CASTING A SPOTLIGHT ON HUMAN SEI< PROBLEMS-FOR THINKING ADULTS



‘WILL I FVER 

86 ABLE TO FACE 

THE WORLD AGAIN ? ”

B E C A U S E  O F oge-oid attitudes ond taboos, there is  virtuoUy no “ human error'* 
short of cap ita l crime which carries tHe stinging stigma of certain sex scandals. 

A D M IT T E D L Y  this sphere of human befiavior must be regulated by 'low  to protect 
the weak, the young and the innocent* Furthermore, every society is  entitled to 
proscribe those acts which ore justly  necessary for its  welfore and safety.

S U T  A  G RO W N IG  group of leaders in fie lds of medicine, low, religion  and socio- 
psycho log ica l sc ience  ore todoy ask ing for a re-exomlnotlon of moral and legal 
códes. They ask, “ H as our low served its purpose? Does It correct or control the 
‘ev ils* for which it was intended? Or have we concentrotcd upon symptoms and 
overlooked the alUim portant root c a u s e s ? " 1
R E S E A R C H  E X P E R T S  in the human behavior fie lds hove declared the need for 

deeper study, critica l evaluation and constructive oction in deoling with problems 
of varied humon personality orientation. To do otherwise is  to perpetuóte unneces- 
sory human waste, tragedy and unhappiness.

T H E  M A T T A C H IN E  S O C IE T Y  endorses progroms of critica l examination of humon 
sex problems such os the work of the Institute for Sex Reseorch, Indiana Univer* 
sity; the Church of England Moral Welfare Council, London; the American Law  
In stitu te 's  Model Penal Code on sex; and many other mentol health soc ie tie s and 
public ogencies over the nation.

IT  IS  F E R V E N T L Y  H O P E D  that thinking adults w ill brovely transióte the findings 
and recommendations of such groups into new attitudes, p o lic ie s  and codes to re
place old ones found wanting.

T H A T *S  T H E  W AY to help make it po ssib le  for many persons liv ing  shattered live s  
to be able to face the world ogoin. Knowledge, understanding and acceptance  
M U ST  replace ignorance, prejudice and bigotry!

The Mattacbine Society, Inc. is  a non-profit educatiounl orut n  search orfionizction 
devo ted  to aiding the understanding of persons with vanvu  se x  orientation—par
ticularly the homosexual. A ll persons over 21 are im i t td  to participate in th is 
humanitarian (nogntm. You may help with contributions of funds, through active  
membership and in other ways, ^'rite to the t^oard o f Directors for information:

Mattachine 3nc.
693 Mission Street San Francisco 5, Calif.


