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Graff Named Interim Chief

by Dennis Conkin

Jean O’Leary, the executive di-
rector of National Gay Rights Ad-
vocates, the troubled gay public
interest law firm, abruptly resign-
ed from her post on Monday,
Dec. 4.

0’Leary had been under fire
amidst revelations that in recent
years she received an estimated
$100,000 a year in salary and
bonuses and aliegations that
NGRA conducted direct-mail
and telemarketing campaigns for
projects that never materialized.

Charges surfaced shortly be-
fore her resignation that O’Leary
had also allegedly used NGRA
resources and staff time to
engage in partisan politics, in-
cluding work for the Dukakis
presidential campaign and the
Democratic National Committee.

Richard White, chair of the
National Gay Rights Advocates
board of directors, announced
O’Leary’s resignation on Tues-
day, Dec. 5. White also announc-
ed that Leonard Graff, the agen-
cy’s outgoing legal director, had
been appointed as interim exec-
utive director of the organization.

William Pratt, NGRA director
of community affairs, was ap-

pointed director of operations for
the agency. Jim McDaniel will
continue to be director of devel-
opment.

““It is with deep regret and
mixed feelings that I tender my
resignation after eight years as
executive director of National
Gay Rights Advocates. . . Unfor-
tunately, differences of opinion
and vision, exacerbated by inter-
nal strife have made it far too dif-
ficult for me to be effective in an
organization I cherish,”’
0O’Leary’s resignation letter
stated.

““This compounded by the re-
lentless, and clearly orchestrated
attacks in the press are damaging
NGRA. For months, I have at-
tempted to take the high road in
this feeding frenzy in the press.
It is almost impossible for a rea-
sonable answer to be heard
amidst the drama and hyperbole
of many groundless accusations
and innuendoes,”’ O’Leary said.

““It comes as no surprise to me
that these baseless attacks are
made upon a woman in a power-
ful and wealthy national organi-
zation,” her letter said.

(Continued on page 23)

Alliance to Stop Abusive Police rally at City Hall on Nov. 30.

Supervisors Open Hearings
Into Police Aggression

by Dennis Conkin

Police Chief Frank Jordan was
threatened with a subpoena after
failing to appear before the Hu-
man Services Committee of the
Board of Supervisors, Nov. 30.

The committee was holding
public hearings on police response
to demonstrations including the
Oct. 6 ACT UP demonstration in
the Castro.

Acting Deputy Police Chief
Fred Lau told the committee that
Jordan was unable to attend the
hearings because he was giving
testimony in the Police Commis-
sion hearings of officers charged
with mishandling the 1987 George
Smoot homicide investigation.

More than 100 activists and
representatives of community
groups and legal groups including
the American Civil Liberties Un-
ion, Community United Against

Protesters clashed with police at Burroughs-Wellcome in Burlingame on World AIDS Day.
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Violence, ACT UP and Central
American activist organizations
attended the hearings.

Citing a 30-year history of al-
leged police brutality against ac-
tivist groups in San Francisco,
Lester Olmstead-Rose, a represen-
tative of Community United
Against Violence, urged the Board
of Supervisors to adopt recom-
mendations of the Human Rights
Commission regarding police
crowd control during demonstra-
tions.

The Human Rights Commis-
sion recommendations, issued by
the Police Liaison and Social Is-
sues Committee, call for civilian
control of the police department,
and for training and education of
police officers in the area of crowd
control.

The HRC recommendations

World AIDS Day
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also call for controls over
intelligence-gathering by the po-
lice department, including a
‘‘complete ban on intelligence
gathering and surveillance of po-

That recommendation follows
reports that police officers threat-
ened to turn the names of Salvado-
ran refugees attending a recent
demonstration in front of the Sal-
vadoran Consulate over to the Im-
migration and Naturalization
Service.

The Board of Supervisors act-
ed to prevent such incidents earli-
er this year after a police sergeant
photographed Salvadoran
demonstrators and turned the film
over to officials of the government

of El Salvador.
Urging the Board of Supervisors
to increase the “political pressure”
(Continued on page 23)

AIDS Group Chiefs
Protest Inaction

by Allen White and Cliff
O’Neill

With angry chants of scorn
directed at President Bush and
District of Columbia police, 78
representatives from 51 AIDS
service organizations were arrest-
ed in front of the White House
Dec. 1, World AIDS Day, in an act
of civil disobedience intended to
raise awareness of the AIDS crisis.

The activists spent the after-
noon of Dec. 1 in cell block B of
the Washington, D.C., jail. Arres-
tees were placed in three cells, two
for men and one for women. The
prisoners were all AIDS service or-

ganization executives who blocked
traffic on Pennsylvania Avenue
purposely leading to their arrests.

Alternately led or carried away
by plastic glove-wearing D.C. po-
lice officers, the activists, wearing
everything from tailored suits to
jeans, chanted slogans decrying
what they called the government’s
inadequate response to the AIDS
epidemic.

*“We die, they do nothing!”” pro-
testers chanted. Others drew chalk
outlines of their bodies on the
pavement. (Continued on page 14)
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A Boy and His Briefs

by Dave Ford

Launched in late July and run-
ning through Christmas “‘After
the Game’’the Hanes Underwear
television advertising series
shows six football players in dif-
ferent at-home vignettes. A far
cry from the ‘‘Inspector 12"’
series that preceded it (in which
an actress played a lab-coat-
attired ‘‘quality inspector”’), this
beefcake-heavy set of spots gives
the mass-merchandised products
a paradoxically sexed-up image
even as it supposedly sells relax-
ed, homey comfort.

The ads are designed to appeal
equally to men and women; the
latter, according to Sarah Lee’s
spokesperson, Nancy Young, buy
the bulk of men’s and boys’
underwear. (Sarah Lee bought
Hanes a couple of years ago, len-
ding a whole new meaning to the
term ‘‘cheesecake.’) Rather than
showing thudding shoulder pads
and crashing helmets, the ads
literally expose the footballers at
home. ‘‘It shows the softer side of
the athletes,” Young says.

It also shows the harsher side
of advertising reality, in which
children can appear to be ex-
ploited sexually to sell product.

Half Moon, Visible Crotch

The spot featuring Seattle
Seahawks star Steve Largent and
his son Kyle is set in the boy’s
room. The ad begins with Kyle,
who is nine, bent over in a
lineman’s stance. He is wearing
nothing but a pair of underwear;
his rear end, which faces the
camera, fills half the frame. The
other half shows Kyle’s reflection
in a full-length mirror; his white-
pantied crotch is clearly visible.

In a voiceover that runs
throughout the ad, Kyle says,
““They knocked me all over the
place today’’ He’s presumably
referring to a football game, but
coupled with the shot of his little-
boy butt mooning the camera,
the comment suggests a more
disturbing, violent interaction.

Continuing the sex-and-
violence metaphor, Kyle goes on:
‘‘Like my dad says, Hanes
underwear has the comfort you
want after a rough game.” A
jump cut shows Kyle donning his
T-shirt while he cradles the .o00t-

ball. (His bare chest and nipple
momentarily fill the frame as he
walks towards the camera.) He
then tosses the ball in the air and
dives after it. As the soundtrack
(which also includes bluesy har-
monica and bass guitar) sudden-
ly booms football field sounds—
including an orgasmic male
““Yaaah!’*—Kyle lands face-down
on his bed amidst rumpled white
sheets.

To show a boy's
disembodied butt
at first appears to

desexualize
the child. . .

Next, Kyle says of his dad, ‘“He
oughta know.” At that instant the
camera focuses in closeup on the
rising mound of Kyle’s Hanes-
clad rump. Quickly (guiltily?) the
camera pans up his body—it’s
covered by the T-shirt—and fixes
on his face, which is only half visi-
ble behind a pillow.

‘‘He’s Steve Largent,’ the
boy’s voiceover says. We next see
Kyle jumping up and down on his
bed, all pristine white underwear,
Tshirt, white socks and legs; he’s
clutching the football. Bright
light, suggesting a hot sun filter-
ing through the bedroom win-
dow, illuminates archetypal boy-
space signifiers: dart board,
bureau, pennants. Yet the room
feels hyper-real: it’s boys-room-
as-showcase.

‘“‘He plays for the Seattle
Seahawks,’ Kyle says. The next
shot shows Steve, a good-looking,
if slightly nervous, young man
wearing a dark blue, short-
sleeved sweatshirt, gray sweat-
pants and white hi-tops. He grabs
a pair of shorts hung on the
doorknob and tosses it toward
Kyle, as though to playfully ad-
monish the boy for frolicking in
his skivvies. (Kyle’s T-shirt-
covered torso, his croch and his
thighs are readily visible.)

Apparently without irony,and
still referring to his dad in the
voiceover, Kyle concludes, ‘‘And
he wears Hanes too— only big-

ger.’ In the accompanying shots:
1.) Kyle executes a twisting leap,
his back and butt to the camera;
he falls butt-first onto the bed; 2.)
Kyle, now fully clothed (T-shirt,
jeans, tennies) mimes a football
pass as Steve sits on a low window
sill and watches; 3.)Steve, still sit-
ting, tosses the football in the air;
Kyle lunges for it, and falls into
Steve’s knee. Steve hugs Kyle. Be-
hind them, the music comes up:
““Now you’re wearing what you
like—Hanes.”

While the ad purports to show
a cockle-warming boys’ life
sketch, it simmers with darker
undertones. The white-hot
buildup—the lineman’s stance,
the quick rear-end close up, the
bed-jumping—climaxes when
Steve tosses the shorts to his son.
The concluding shots are filmed
in much cooler, more shadowy
tones, suggesting a post-coital
denouement. (Oddly enough, in
the penultimate shot, the closet
door is open; in the final shot, it
is closing. Coincidence?) The
fatherly hug comes on the heels
of the child’s acknowledgement
of his dad’s naturally fuller sex-
uality: Dad wears Hanes too,
“‘only bigger.”’

Keister: Object Or Not?

To show a boy’s disembodied
butt at first appears to desex-
ualize the child: since he is
underdeveloped and since his
hienie therefore isn’t considered
sexual, a shot of the ‘‘product’
encasing it must be asexual. But
the effect is just the opposite: to
employ the same camera angle
and style that in the context of an
adult would instantly create a sex-
ual overtone is to suggest
filmically that the boy’s butt is a
sexual object. That in turn means
the company is selling underwear
by sexually objectifying a child
for consumerist purposes.

Furthermore, children are sex-
ual, and their pleasure zones are
the same as those of developed
adults: genitalia, butts, etc. So
their objectification for commer-
cial purposes amounts to child
sexual abuse.

Worse, the denial of this
sexualization—cloaked in the

(Continued on next page)
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Gays on the Airwaves

by Mary Richards

he sophisticated technol-
T ogy of today is taken for

granted by a world which
relies on immediate communica-
tion at all hours of the day. But
when the high-tech systems fail,
groups like the Lambda Amateur
Radio Club get through. During
the recent earthquake, their
members networked with other
“‘hams’’ throughout the country
to transmit vital messages from
a city that some thought was not
surviving.

A short wave radio system,
combined with a computer
listing or ‘‘bulletin board’’of
messages, was operational even
as telephone communications
into San Francisco became im-
possible following the quake.

Larry Kenney is one of the
founders of Lambda.

““We hadn’t realized’’, he says,
“‘how this would work in time of
emergency. At one time we had
1,100 messages just sitting there
waiting to be delivered the third
day after the quake. People just
chipped in and got rid of them.
It was amazing.’

Scene

(Continued from previous page)

claim that the ad shows innocent,
boyish hijinks designed to lure
soft-hearted moms into parting
with part of the family budget—
contributes to the abuse. Most
moms will unleash a loving sigh
when they see the ad, and won’t
even consider the subtext.(When
I pointed out the ad’s sexual con-
tent, one woman, a representative
for Sarah Lee’s public relations
firm, said, ‘‘Really? And I
thought that [ad] was so sweet.’)

That denial continues at a cor-
porate level. In an interview, Bob
Graham, creative director of
Long, Haynes and Carr, the
advertising firm responsible for
the ad, said: ‘‘All I can tell you is
that it is what it is: It’s a dad and
a son, and it’s about underwear.”
And what about the shot of Kyle
bending over in front of the mir-
ror? ““That is simply an edit of
very pretty film,” Graham said.
“It’s spontaneous behavior by
the kid; [we] let the cameras roll.
There is no hidden agenda.”” But
the concern is not about Kyle’s
behavior; its about the ad-
makers’ choices, which undeni-
ably include questionable
camera angles. Graham con-
tinued to deny that ‘‘there’s any
logic to this that goes the way
you’re thinking.”’

But some adults fantasize sex
with children and this ad plays
into their fantasy. The camera’s
jittery, nervous quality suggests
that we're watching this half-
dressed boy from the eyes of a
guilty observer. In point of fact,
this ‘‘innocent’’ spot turns us
into the guilty observer: watching
this sexualized display of ‘‘pro-
duct’’ makes us unwilling par-
ticipants in a subliminally
voyeuristic exercise.

And that, Hanes says, is
““What You Like.’ v

Correction

Lyle E. Julius, who on Nov. 20
was convicted of voluntary man-
slaughter in the death earlier this
year of David Koerner, has writ-
ten to the Bay Area Reporter to
say that he was Koerner’s room-
mate, not his lover, as was stated
in a news account in our Nov. 23

© issue. v

Public service is only one of
the stated goals of the club, which
was founded in 1987 to attract
other gays and lesbians in-
terested in amateur radio. Now
their activities range from on-the-
air contact to newsletters, picnics,
brunches and excursions. They’ll
sit down to a potluck dinner or go
off on a jaunt to the Ex-
ploratorium.

Bill Choisser is co-founder of
the club. It was after volunteering
at the AIDS Bike-AThon that he
and Larry realized ham radio
could be of invaluable assistance
in communicating from some of
the remote checkpoints along the
bike route. They decided to start
the Golden Gate Chapter of the
national gay organization.

““We’re not just a radio club as
such,”’ Bill says. ‘‘All some radio
clubs do is sit around and talk
technical stuff - those meetings
are the kiss of death.”

Lambda meets twice a month,
he says. ‘‘One is a meeting which
is probably a third business and
two-thirds just yacking at each
otherThe other meeting is a

social event. The main rule in our
social event is that it shouldn’t
have much to do with radio.”’

At present, 27 men and 3
women are members of Lambda.
They include physicists and
engineers aw well as construction
workers, students and professors.

Does the fact that Lambdais a
gay and lesbian club make any
difference in the world of radio?

‘“‘Some people have asked
us,’Bill comments, ‘‘especially it
being a gay club, do we talk about
sexual-type things, like phone sex
on the radio.”

The answer, he adds, is a
definite no.

“‘Our feeling is that we go just

as far as the straight people do
when it comes to that. We may
mention our lover, but we don’t
talk about what we do in bed.”

Romance, though, is part of
radio and Bill and Larry ate proof
of it. They first met through the
air waves, and their interest in the
hobby is what eventually brought
them together.

““We talked on the radio before
we ever laid eyes on each other; i
Bill recalls. I lived 300 miles
south of Chicago, and Larry liv-
ed in Chicago. He was on vaca-
tion at the time in a national
forest. I was testing my antenna
- ‘Is anybedy out there?’ and he
answered yes. I gave him direc-
tions, he told me my antenna was

Buy any sweater
and get a second
sweater of equal
or lesser value at

50% off!

RIS

working fine, and I thought 'I’ll

never talk to the guy again’.

A few months later the two
men would meet, when Bill mov-
ed to Chicago and investigated a
radio club that he had heard
about. The secretary of the club
was wearing the call letters he’d
remembered from the Garden of
the Gods in the national forest.
When they realized that they had
been in touch fore, Bills says with
a laugh, ‘‘Larry looked at me as
if I had ESP or something.”

For the last two years the
Lambda has set up a booth at the
Lesbian and Gay Freedom Day
Parade festivities, and also at a
gay fair in San Jose. Part of their
exhibition is to transmit to other
parts of the world.

““The first station we talked to
was UAOFAG, a Russian ham,”’
Larry recalls with amuse-
ment.

The Golden Gate Chapter of
the club welcomes new members
and will assist other amateurs to
obtain their licenses. ‘‘Anyone
who’s interested in ham radio,
short wave radio, or radio in gen-
eral can join,’Larry says."‘We’re
here to help people get started.”’

Interested radio amateurs
can contact LARC at P.O.
Box 14073, San Francisco,
CA 94114 or by calling
863-1196. v
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A panel of media members,
representing newswriters and TV
and radio correspondents,
responded to questions about
AIDS and HIV coverage at a
forum Nov. 30 hosted by Positives
Being Positive, a peer support
network sponsored by the AIDS
Health Project.

Betty Ann Bruno of KTVU,
Channel 2, David Israels of the
Bay Guardian, Lisa Krieger of
the Examiner, Jim Bunn, former-
ly with KPIXTV, and Michael
Botkin of the Bay Area Reporter,
explained the role of the media
and of media workers in advanc-
ing the public’s awareness of the
HIV epidemic.

The panel answered questions
about HIV coverage outside
cities like San Francisco, the
reluctance of the media to ad-
dress alternative therapies, and
how they get access to obscure or
new information. One questioner
provocatively asked what stories
they would like to cover, but
can’t.

“I’d like to look at problems in
services on a regular basis,’
Israels said. ‘“Wards 86 and 5A
[at San Francisco General Hospi-
tal] are islands of calm; outside of
them it’s a fight to get services.”’

Botkin of the Bay Area Report-
er cited movement infighting,
and Bruno mentioned Com-
pound Q as stories they would
like to cover.

All the panel members agreed
that covering AIDS and HIV was

the beginning.

““It takes a different type of
person to handle a ‘start-up’ mis-
sion than it does an ongoing

" 4
story,” Bunn said.

vastly different now thanitwasat

Eric Rofes of Shanti.

Bunn and Krieger, both
science reporters at the beginn-
ing of the HIV epidemic,
reminisced about the early days
of the crisis when they had to
scramble to learn about the in-
tricacies of the novel disease, and
then they had to pressure reluc-

~ tant editors to cover the issues,
which involved too many taboo
topics for their tastes.

““The media failed to provide
vital information,’ Israels said.
““For example, not talking about
transmission or anal sex.’

Although the media eventual-
ly did focus on the issue, panel
members said that media interest
in HIV had waned recently.

“Qur editors are absolutely
brain-dead on the topic,” Bunn
said. ‘‘Science isn’t making the
huge jumps in its understanding
of the disease anymore,” Krieger
said.

“‘For a while we had an AIDS
story every week; now it’s about

Reporters Field Questions
On Media Coverage of AIDS

once a month,’ Bruno said. ““And
we haven’t done anything on
AIDS since the quake.”

Toward the end of the forum,
Bunn and Botkin got into an
argument about the role of ACT
UP in response to a question
about the inhibiting effects of the
media’s profit motivation.

‘I was banging on my editor’s
door long before ACT UP even
existed. I did stories before it
became fashionable to be a
‘PWA’ ”” Bunn said.

Botkin took offense at Bunn’s
characterization of people with
AIDS as trying to be
‘“‘fashionable,’ but Bunn defend-

ed his statement.
““You should have seen them

[ACT UP] at Montreal,” Bunn
said. ‘“They turned their medical
status into a political badge of

honor.”’
““Good for them,”’ Botkin

responded.

In response to the last ques-
tion of the evening, ‘How has do-
ing AIDS coverage affected you’
all the panel members agreed
that reporting on HIV was not
like most media work.

““Your work with an AIDS vic-
tim is not your typical profes-
sional relationship,” Bunn said.

The reporters said that cover-
ing AIDS was more demanding
and more rewarding than most of
their work.

The forum was the first in a
series sponsored by the AIDS
Health Project. Upcoming
forums include ‘Clinical Trials:
What, Who, Why and How, in
January; ‘Conversations with
People Living with HIV; in
February, and an ‘Update with
Paul Volberding, in March.

For more information, call
AHP at 476-6430. v
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The New San Francisco Model

by Michael C. Botkin

Last week 50 San Francisco
AIDS service organizations met
to begin planning a process that
would allow them to function as
a coalition (see news article, this
issue). In the face of growing case
loads, tighter funding and a
backlash from mainstream
media tired of covering the issue,
they are pioneering a new model
for dealing with AIDS. Some of
the ideas being tossed around in-
cluded centralized volunteer
recruitment and fundraising and
greater specialization by each or-
ganization. If they can bring this
off, they may have found the only
way out of the crunch that is
threatening to bury AIDS service
organizations all across the
United States.

There was a nationwide crisis
in AIDS organizations that
began in 1987 and peaked last
year. The Shanti Project in San
Francisco, AIBS Project Los
Angeles, the Howard Brown
Clinic in Chicago, HERO in
Baltimore, the Whitman-Walker
Clinic in Washington, D.C., and,
as far as I can tell, leading AIDS
organizations in every major US
city had problems that brought
them to the brink of disaster—
or beyond.

When the groups were found-
ed in the early *80s, they had no
competition—no one outside the
lesbian and gay community
wanted to have anything to do
with AIDS. As federal grants
became available, they got them
almost without trying, by default.

Volunteers flooded in by the
thousands. The organizations
mushroomed overnight from
small groups of friends to outfits
with  multi-million-dollar
budgets. Frequently they were
run by clicques or authoritarians,
but they got the job done, and
even the few people who were
aware of the leadership problems
were reluctant to attack the or-
ganizations on the front lines of
the epidemic.

In 1987 the shit began to hit
the fan. Mainstream organiza-
tions began to compete for the
grants and easily took them away
from the unsophisticated gay
community organizations. Com-
paratively when HERO of
Baltimore attempted to renew its
first three-year grant, it was ask-
ed to produce its receipts. ‘“What
receipts?’’ they asked; they
didn’t know they were supposed
to save them.

Miraculously, they were able to
retroactively get 97 percent of
them, but only at great cost and
effort.

Last year, AIDS Project Los
Angeles suddenly ‘‘discovered’’
that it was ‘‘missing’’ about $1
million, and I still haven’t heard
any convincing explanation of
where it went.

Bad leadership was common,
perhaps a natural consequence
of such sudden growth. The
Howard Brown Clinic in Chicago
went through four executive
directors in two years; rumor had

it that the clinic’s board of direc-
tors made it impossible for the
director to get anything done.

d
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SHANTI
PROJECT

The sad case of the Shanti Pro-
ject under Jim Geary is well
known. An all-powerful manager
out of control, a board of direc-
tors that is little more than a rub-
ber stamp, and a helpless, burnt-
out, demoralized staff—it’s a
story that was all too common
and can still be seen (e.g., the
ongoing controversy at National
Gay Rights Advocates, a national
gay and lesbian legal organiza-
tion that has lost or fired virtually
its entire staff). Insensitivity to
women and people of color was
common in many organizations,
founded as they were by Anglo
gay men, and the organizations

will have to work hard to over-
come the distrust they earned
from these communities.

Finally, that seemingly endless
flood of volunteers dried up. Eric
Rofes of Shanti has commented
that in 1985 direct service was
“‘sexy’’; everyone wanted to doit.
Now, people are burned out. That
initial feeling of *‘crisis’’ is over,
and caring for the sick and dying
now seems less like a sacred voca-
tion and more like dirty, hard
work.

In effect, the first generation
of AIDS service organizations
grew up in a hot-house environ-
ment: no competition, easy
money, mucho volunteers. The
task was hard, but everyone pit-
ched in. Now the task is getting
harder, but the resources are
dwindling. The surprise is not
that these groups went into crisis,
but that they took so long to get
there. Even so, it will take years
for the affected organizations to
recover from the years of
mismanaged funds, poor leader-
ship, weak outreach and burnout.
It is unfortunate that they have to
attempt this recovery in an at-
mosphere of limited funding, vol-
unteer burnout and conservative
backlash.

The original ‘‘San Francisco
Model” aimed at keeping people
out of hospitals and using volun-
teers instead of costly profes-
sionals. The new model under
construction adds to that by
carefully defining the tasks

undertaken by each
organization, working together
as much as possible and reaching
out to form coalitions with every
concerned community.

The new model has numerous
benefits. Eliminating duplication
of effort and increasing com-
munications and referrals could
lead to much greater efficiency.
But much more important is the
potential for political clout. If the
coalition truly embraces all of the
communities affected by HIV—
gays, women, people of color, in-
jection drug users, sex workers,
youth—they will make a combo
hard to beat. As the HIV crisis is
getting more and more political
in nature, this will take on
primary importance.

There are plenty of obstacles
to overcome. Will the big organ-
izations be willing to yield their
dominant positions to the coali-
tion? Will the small organiza-
tions be willing to risk submer-
sion in it? Will groups represen-
ting such diverse constituencies
be able to find common ground?
If they can, San Francisco will
have forged a new path for the
rest of the country, as it did six
years ago with the original San
Francisco Model.

Frankly, I don’t see any other
way out of the looming crunch.
Media Atrocity of the Week

An op-ed piece in the Chroni-
cle last Thursday obscenely
(Continued on page 23)
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Dr. Steven Mehalko (with shovel) breaks ground for Davies Medicl C 5 ili
! ente lit
as Dr. Steven Follansbee, director of the institute, looks on. R

On Nov. 1 Davies Medical
Center broke ground for an ex-
pansion of its Institute for HIV
Research and Treatment. The
new facility, expected to be ready
by the end of June, will cost $1.4
million to build, and is partly
funded by a federal grant and b'y
an anonymous $100,000 dona-
tion.

The expansion will make the
institute the most comprehensive
HIV treatment and research
facility on the West Coast.

““The expansion will allow us
to have all of these services under

one roof to meet the growing

need tor AIDD services in the
Castro during the coming years.’
said Brian Christianson, director
of the institute.

The institute, which Davies
opened in 1988, serves 5,000
HIVers, making it the second-
largest private provider of HIV
care in the country.

The expansion will provide
more space for the institute’s
aerosolized pentamindine, IV in-
fusion therapy and social and
nutritional counseling programs.
The new facility will also house
two new services — an HIV social
day-care center and respite care

Davies HIV Facility Under Way

for caregivers for people with
HIV infection. :

Davies projects that by 1993
the institute will treat 1,500 peo-
plg a month in its pentamidine
unit, and 1,200 a month it the IV
infusion unit.

_ The institute will also expand
its drug trials program, where 14
trials are under way.

*‘We feel our mission is to pro-
vide experimental drugs to the
people in the local community
who need them, rather than sen-
ding them across town or across
the country,” Christianson said.

v

AIDS Briefs

AIDS and Vision Loss Conference Set

Professionals across all-service delivery fields—medical, social work,
rehabilitation, psychological and others—will meet for the first in-

ternational conference on ‘‘AID

S and Vision Loss’’ Jan. 25-26 at the

Marriott Hotel in San Francisco. Made possible by a generous grant
from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the ‘‘AIDS and Visual
Loss” conference is being co-sponsored by the American Founda-
tion for the Blind’s Western Regional Cener and the Lighthouse for
the Blind and Visually Impaired, San Francisco. The program will fea-
ture presentations from leading AIDS researchers, hospice workers,
physicians and others involved in the treatment of persons with AIDS.
“‘An estimated 75 percent of PWAs lose their vision, often as a result
of the cytomegalovirus,” said Diane Wormsley, Ph.D., director of
AFB’s Western Regional Center and co-coordinator of the conference.
““We are bringing together AIDS-care providers and agencies pro-
viding services to blind and visually impaired people to share
resources and information.” The opening session on Jan. 25 will fea-
ture presentations from four subject areas—medical, psychosocial,
administrative/legal, and rehabilitation/education.

Beta Issue Offers ddl, Q, AZT Info

The San Francisco AIDS Foundation has released its latest issue of
BETA (The Bulletin of Experimental Treatments for AIDS) which pro-
vides an overview of the promising anti-HIV drug ddI; summarizes
the latest information about Compound Q; examines prevention of
Pneumocystis Carinii Pneumonia; and gives an update on AZT. Ac-
cording to BETA Editor Ron Baker, the ddI report reviews possible
toxicities and the results of early trials as well as outlining the criteria
for the expanded access program and Phase II trials. ““The article
on PCP is important because it suggests that existing guidelines call-
ing for prophylaxis at a Tcell count of 200 or less are annquated.
People are developing PCP at higher T-cell counts,” Baker said. ‘‘As
a result, some people should begin preventative treatment even

earlier”” This issue of BETA als
trials in the Bay Area. BETA is
cisco hospitals, health clinics, A

o contains a directory of open HIV
being distributed free in San Fran-
IDS agencies and select bookstores.

For a subscription or for more information, call the San Francisco

AIDS Foundation Hotline: 863-AIDS or 800-FOR-AIDS. v

Shanti Care Home on Hold

Because of earthquake damage to one of Shanti’s 14 independent
living homes, plans to open a 24-hour care facility for people wx_th
AIDS requiring round-the-clock attendant care have been put on in-
definite hold. Shanti is urgently seeking a total of four apartments
capable of housing four individuals each for $1,200 or less eaf:h per
month. Information available from Ellie Cousineau, Shanti Residence

Director, at 777-2273.

v
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A New Deputy Chief

he police department has a vacancy for a deputy chief of police.

I While this paper has no control over who gets that job, we would

like to make some recommendations to Chief Frank Jordan. The

new deputy chief should be someone who is sensitive to the myriad com-

munities of San Francisco, a person with lots of command experience

behind them and an officer who has the respect of the rank and file who
have served with and under him.

We believe there is a contender for the position who fills all the criteria
and more. He is Commander Mike Lennon. On Nov. 1, Mike Lennon
celebrated 28 years on the San Francisco police force. During his tenure
on the force, he has strived to stay ahead of all problems by facing issues
before they become problems. He has, during his long career, kept in
contact with community groups and is still asking for their input.

He has been in a command position since he made sergeant in 1969.
He remained in Missign Station as its community relations officer. It
was during this tour of duty that Lennon started to know the gay com-
munity. He has worked well with us ever since. He also is one of the first
officers to take Spanish as a second language and he speaks it well. He
has also continued his education by going to evening classes and has
a B.S. in Accounting. He also has completed courses in sign language.

Lennon became a lieutenant in 1973 and 10 years later was promoted
to captain. As captain, he served in the Richmond District and became
well-thought of by the diversified Asian communities there. He also serv-
ed as captain in both he Ingleside and Mission Districts. In the Mis-
sion District we became aware of one of Mike’s delightful quirks. He
walks every day to different parts of his command. He says, ‘“The only
way to understand people is to meet and talk with them. You also get
a handle on problems before they arise.”’

Captain Lennon was promoted to commander in 1987 and has been
doing a superb job as always. We urge Chief Jordan to evaluate the assets
of Commander Mike Lennon and give him another well-earned
promotion. v

NEXT ISSUE OUT: DECEMBER 14, 1989

NEXT DEADLINE: DECEMBER 8, 1989

Michael Lennon.

(Photo: Rink)

Abuse of Power

y resignijn:;lh(e) mﬁ&dﬁ;sﬁp of National Gay Rights Ad-
vocates, ¥ , done the right thing. A prolonged
battle over her leadership would havencglhestrdzyngd tﬁ? proud
organization with which she has been associated. Now it will be up to
dlel{oaxdofdimcmmtodecidehowfaritiswﬂﬁngtogotomoreNCRA’s
credibility. A good starting point would be to reinforce O’Leary’s state-
ments of support for NGRA’s ideals by rehiring all employees who have
resigned or been fired due to the ongoing turmoil. Then, those board
members who supported O’Leary in her folly should give serious con-

sideration to turning in their own resignations.
Founded in San Francisco as Gay Rights Advocates, the non-profit law
ﬁrmofNCRAhashecumanicmgonantcormnmkymdmﬁon.hhas
many vital cases on issues such as employment discrimi-

| and protection against AIDS-related discrimination under state handi-
cap laws. By these and other actions NGRA has helped alter the terms
of the national debate on gay rights and AIDS-related issues. Unfortunate-
ly, in recent months executive director O’Leary has been permitted to
;_:&Wjoyul{eremphpeswhilcwbokhgtheﬁnepokusof
DOBINCERE & Jrowing agency.
- What are the issues here? Many of them revolve around the apparent
‘misuse of a position of power. Too little of the organization’s budget went
to legal programs, and too much of it went to development, O’Leary’s
mf..;‘\sndicmdhacmﬁdudhldnftmemomndumpmpmdbydm
W%Q‘MM,MMCO.,NGRA’SFWM
sloppily managed, if not mismanaged. O’Leary showed a shocking in-
ce to the implications for the non-profit agency of her political
work on behalf of the Democratic National Committee. Further, em-
ployees have accused O’Leary of behaving abusively toward them at one
int she was reported to have said of staff attomey Cynthia Goldstein,
“I'd like to stick my fist up her cunt, but she’d like it too much”” She or-
chestrated the board’s decision to fire Goldstein and the highly respect-

the office locks. If such outrageous behavior had taken place at a major
corporation instead of in her own backyard, there's a good chance
owmummammmmuwham
Instead she remains unrepentant. Having failed to take any lessons from
this ordeal, she blames the gay press for a trauma that was entirely of her
mmFudemmepmmemeh-

b for power, she throws up smokescreens, claiming disingenuously
Mh@aﬂ@dmﬂybecmdwisawom::gmﬂbecauseof
Wwddwammﬁﬂ strategies for achieving gay civil

Gop!
| DOEAMT | OFENED
A JOINT-CHEING
ACCOONT WITH

JEAN O'(EADY !

rights. Justifiably, she is proud of the growth that she fostered 3
mgunﬁmunmindeedthmaheaﬂwedthe i of:i:t:rgcnn:i:
zation to be confused in her mind with consolidation of power. O’Leary
still does not seem to realize that the gay movement has grown tired of
leaders who think that being hired as an administrator serves as a license
The board of NGRA must act immediately and decisively to stop the
Mmﬁmdg&emﬁ@.%mmmmm
stantive way of quickly restoring public confidence will be to undo the
most unforgiveable of O’Leary’s recent actions: the termination of skilled
and dedicated employees. Because so much of the legal organization’s
continuity lies with its legal staff, it is most important that the board
to rehire Ben Schatz and Cynthia Goldstein and utilize as much of the
expertise of the former legal director, Leonard Graff, as he is willing to
contribute. (Unf , Graff himself has precluded returning full-time
to NGRA.) Taking these steps will send an unmistakable signal to cooper-
ating attorneys and financial donors that NCRA is bouncing back. ¥

N
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Election Omens

* Sa.n Francisco is not a sports capital. San Fran-
cisco is not a financial center. San Francisco is not
amecca for gays and lesbians. The elections of Nov.
7 prove that San Francisco is destined to become
earth’s first experiment in artistic anarchy.

We don’t need baseball teams and stadiums and
spoiled financiers with politicians in their pockets.
We don’t need government officials from Sacramento
or Washington, D.C., telling us what to do. We don’t
need religious bigots with biblical pamphlets. San
Francisco is for artists and dreamers and visionaries.
We love flowers and animals and children. We cherish

peace and human rights and intellectual
achievement.

San Francisco is the home of the enlightened ma-
jority.

Robert Cole
San Francisco

Help Needed

% The Gay Rescue Mission is about to become an
earthquake casualty. Donations for the month end-
ed Nov. 15 were $886, compared with $2542 the
previous month. At the same time, the number of peo-
ple coming for food, clothing, blankets and other ser-
vices increased by 55 percent. Several are people,
who, before the quake, got their meals from Open
Hand or the AIDS Food Bank. Since they no longer
have a home, they can’t get home-delivered meals or
use groceries. Open Hand came out fine—they sold
their extra meals to the Red Cross, but we got their
former clients.

Our donor base is South-of-Market gay businesses
and individuals. Some have told us they can’t give
because they have earthquake damage to their homes
or firms. Many more say they already gave to the Red
Cross.

On a budget of $24,000 per year, we operate a drop-
in center, serve 100 free meals daily, operate clothing,
shelter, 12-step, health and carry-out grocery pro-
grams. How we are able to do so much on so little
is because we are volunteer-operated, the food is
donated by the government, the grocery program is
paid for by the Family Services Agency, and the
health program, including the salary of a Public
Health Nurse, is paid for by the Health Department.

Open Hand and the AIDS Foundation Food Bank
must buy their food or get it from private donors. Ac-
cess to the government warehouse is restricted to con-
gregate dining programs for the needy homeless. We
are the only gay organization in the nation which has
been given authority to get food under the Hunger
Prevention Act of 1988.

We must pay for shipping the food from the gov-
ernment warehouse in Sacramento. Two dollars pays
the shipping cost on $42 worth of food. $200, the
amount of a maximum AIDS Emergency Fund grant,
pays the shipping cost on $4200 worth of food,
enough to feed three people for an entire year. A
dollar given to the AIDS Emergency Fund gets 90
cents to PWA’s. A dollar given to the Gay Rescue Mis-
sion gets $21 worth of food. No one can match our
cost effectiveness.

BAR has helped a lot with publicity in the past.
We probably wouldn’t be here without your past help.
But you haven’t given us nearly as much publicity
as the AIDS Emergency Fund, which is mentioned
many times in every issue—4 to 12 times every issue
in Mr. Marcus’ column alone. On our tiny budget,
we help more people than they do, and we do a lot
more for them. Before the quake, there were between
400 and 800 homeless PWA’s in San Francisco.
That’s something between a quarter and half of the
PWA’s. The AIDS Emergency Fund doesn’t help
them. Neither does Project Open Hand, the SF AIDS
Foundation nor any of the others. The gay homeless
are an extremely sub-cultured minority community.
An enormous cultural and social gap separates them
from the AIDS organizations. They can’t even find
them, let alone help them.

To prevent hunger in the community, we need help
and we need it quick.

Don Jackson
Gay Rescue Mission

AIDS Deaths

% Thank you, Mr. Richard Burt. The eight pages
of “AIDS Deaths’’ was a frighteningly necessary ef-
fort. It reminds everyone everywhere of what tragedy
means. It made me cry uncontrollably—it gave me
more strength to continue my fight as a person with
hope for our future. I hope we all continue our war
against AIDS with respect, love, understanding, con-
cern and courage.
Denis Gregory
Marin County

How Dare You!

% How could you print the faces of the men and
women who died of AIDS/ARC during the last year?
(Nov. 16) It was mean, cruel and sadistic all at the
same time. I know that you had the best of intentions,
providing a venue to honor our dead, our dying peo-
ple. When I opened this week’s BAR and turned to
those haunting faces, I read the name of everyone
on those pages. Then put the paper down and cried.
I cried for an hour, you bastards. I know it’s nothing
compared to the thousands of people who have cried
for the loved ones they’ve lost over the years, but I
cried just the same.

I’m angry with you for doing this to me. I'm scared
and hurt, terrified that this menace will touch me
closer than it already has. I’ve watched my friends
and family suffer. I’ve watched young, vital men in
my community wither and die. I’ve watched their
friends and families grieve for them and I've griev-
ed as well.

I always thought that the steps I had taken were
enough. That if I voted with conscience, rallied and
shouted, funded and comforted those around me, it
would be enough. But it isn’t enough. All the politi-
cally correct “‘things to do’” aren’t enough and they
never will be.

This is the first time I’ve ever been moved enough
to put how I feel down on paper and mail it to you.
This is the first time I’ve ever wanted to share this
with you. I've been startled out of my placid little ex-
istence. And now I want to do more. You’ve moved
me to words, the most powerful thing I have at my
disposal.

I have the privilege and responsibility of editing
the Southbay Leather and Uniform Group’s News-
letter. As a lesbian and leatherwoman, I have been
careful in choosing what goes into our monthly news-
letter. Not too political, not too chatty, not too full
of AIDS news. But I've also tried to give our
members sometime to think about. I've stirred
some shit with my editorials, but not enough. As a
group, SLUG has its share of PWA’s and HIV+ mem-
bers, as well as healthy leather men and leather
women and they get their news from papers like BAR.
The SLUG Newsletter has never tried to supplement
or interfere in this process. But it has tried to make
a difference.

The members of this social club will read this and
they will realize just how much they depend on
publications like yours. They will feel, as | do, that the
power of the press is exactly that, power. And used
wisely and with discretion, we can actually do some-
thing good and hopefully wonderful by touching the
lives of the rank and file.

You broke my heart last week I hope you broke
many more. [ hope those pictures will be seen and
remembered, just like the Quilt is seen and remem-
bered. And I hope you continue to stir the hearts
and minds of people just like me. Thank you.

Judy L. Smith

Editor, SLUG Newsletter

Southbay Leather & Uniform Group
San Jose

Find A Cure

% The Nov. 16 edition of B.A.R., “*Gone But Not
Forgotten” by Richard Burt, art director, is so mov-
ing. At first glance, it is hard to believe.

The clear message is that we must form a river of
unity in all segments of our society, in this, the richest
country in the world, and find a cure for this most
devastating plague that touches every lifestyle. It is
that serious.

Marvin-Michel Le Grier, I1, Esq.
San Francisco

Remember Their Faces

# I would like to thank you for the AIDS Deaths sec-
tion of your November 16 edition.

Organizations and memorials such as The Names
Project help us commemorate and remember the
names and spirits of our friends and lovers who we
have lost to this damned disease.

But it is important that we do not also forget the
faces. After we have lost so many who are close to us,
it is a natural tendency for our memories to blur as
we are overcome by the immensity of this plague.

As much as we hurt and cry when we thought we

couldn’t anymore, we must remember the faces.

If we don’t, how can we expect the rest of the world
to?

G. C. O’Shell
a.k.a. Tatiana
San Francisco

i

BAY AREA REPORTER DECEMBER 7, 1989 PAGE 6

673-1160 Licensed Psychologists
over 15 years of clinical experience

with gay and bisexual men

— individual psychotherapy e Psyc' 7’;1:"9;,%

— grief counseling John A. Martin, PA.D.
— coping with AIDS issues & fears i psych. PG9128
— couples and group therapy

Sliding fee scale/Insurance Accepted
a private mental health group

Glenn Schmoll
MASSAGE THERAPIST

Dr. Lowell Houser
CHIROPRACTOR

"PAIN CHECKS"
BY APPOINTMENT

R7UCASTRO STREET

3 5231-93%%

Sensitive Legal Services

Barry

Schneider
Attorney at Law Probate & wills
Personal Injury
Criminal offenses
Family law
General Civil

Matters

400 Montgomery
Street, Suite 500

781-6500

San Francisco Financial District

ScAmio/t & ScAmth

INSURANCE

_ SINCE 1970
165 POST STREET #500
_ SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108
TELEPHONE (415) 981-3915
PALM SPRINGS (619) 320-3288

L CALIFORNIA - TOLL FREE (800) 2929992

YOU SEEN
N?

You won't see him anywhere else
beause he's exclusively a COLT
MAN! For 22 years we've dis-
covered and showcased the hot-
test men for our magazines,
videos, photosets, calendars, etc.
If you want to experience the
best in male images, send for

~ the COLT FOLIO. It's packed
with full-color brochures, free
samples, and much, much more!
Your name will be added to our

§ PRIVATE COLT MAILING LIST which is
never sold or rented

S Offer void in TX, TN, GA, FL, NC, UT, MN.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE 2IP

| centify that | am over 21 years
of age. This material is for my
personal use and will not be
used against the sender or
others in any manner.

SIGNATURE (Mandatory)

COLT STUDIO
PO. Box 1608BA, Studio City, CA 91614
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Therapy Groups for Gay Men

Sexual Addiction Group — If your sexual behavior is causing you
problems in the area of relationships, jobs, health, money or self
esteem, this group can help.

General Therapy Group — A safe place to deal with the
troublesome issues in your life. Find new solutions to old problems.

Michael Bettinger, Ph.D., MFCC (415) 563-6100

A2 2222222222222 2

Individual and Couple Counseling also available/sliding scale/insurance

EEYRuuaRRouRRu0RRnnaan00eee00ao)

HEALTHY BODIES & CHIROPRATIC
Go TOGETHER

IF YOU SUFFER FROM PAIN -
LET US HELP YOU GET BACK TO HEALTH.

415 + 255« 0703

Dr. Rick PeTTIT
470 CasTtro, Surte 205

For people who want SMILE INSURANCE:
¢ Our dental office is
located at Union Square -
¢ Most insurances accepted,
including Delta Dental gh“é": '(;“’gg
¢ New patients welcome Y
+ Cosmetic dentistry ——r D DS,
* Periodontics
¢ Nitrous oxide available
450 Sutter St. Ste 2320 San Francisco ¢ 397-2250

PARTNERSHIP RINGS

T.E. Twarowski/ Goldsmith
14K & 18K Custom
& Designer Bands

N 548-7400
RINGS BY DESIGN

P.O. Box 132 Berkeley CA 94701

STRIP FOR ACTION

Eliminate superfluous hair—anywhere
on the face or body: shoulders & back,
penis and scrotum, buttocks, arms/legs,
chest, abdomen, perineum/rectal areas,
nape of neck, brows, and beard shaping.

Electrolysis is a safe, sterile process
for permanent hair removal but it does
take time. Fall & Winter are ideal to
prepare for next Spring & Summer. Call
today for a complimentary consultation.

ACCEPT ONLY THE BEST
CASTRO VILLAGE
ELECTROLYSIS
CHUck — 82]-1113  ARRY

JOHNSON 712A Castro SEEMAN
S.F. 94114

_A blend of natural ingredients containing no drugs,
stimulants, or steroids. Male Formula works through the
natural increase of the male hormone TESTOSTERONE!

A formula designed. . .

FOR MEN
ONLY!

Enhance your:

* Energy

® Sex Drive

e Staying Power

e Control

with Faster Recovery

in Switzeriand
now avallable in

‘the United States
--—m‘“—"m----—
Please rush my capsules.

enhance my

Emercld Heolth

8 2nd Ave. Suite 789
Seattie. WA 98121

"o todoy .

us $2.00

: Postoge & 23
2-Week Supply $99.95 Handling
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Dead of Hate

 When I looked at your compilation of obituary
photos for the past year in your Nov. 16 issue, in-
cluding one I had submitted for someone that I
helped take care of, I cried. When I came to the city
in late 1981, all those beautiful young men and
women were alive and part of the vibrant gay/lesbian
scene. Now, they’re all dead and we don’t have a world
war or a natural disaster to blame it on.

All we can blame it on is hate. The same hate that
marginalizes our community. The same hate that
marginalized the Jews of Europe into ghettos for cen-
turies, leading to their eventual Holocaust. The same
hate that marginalizes the African-Americans, forc-
ing them into economic ghettos for self-support. The
same ghettos the AIDS virus found so convenient,
because so many men and women had been cut loose
from society’s norms and forced to seek love and ac-
ceptance on their own.

As a Catholic, I am especially angry, because the
Catholic Church has been the cause of so much of
this hate. The Church stood by quietly while the Nazi
machine did its work on the Jews. And from reading
the news about the convent in Auschwitz, it doesn’t
sound like some of the bishops in Poland are much
different from their World War II-era predecessors.

The official Catholic Church has never been in the
forefront of the battle for black civil rights, and the
recent flap concerning the black priest and his white
bishop in Washington, D.C., is only the tip of the
iceberg representing the frigid relationship the
Church has with the African-American community.

One battle the church has moved to the forefront
of is the battle against civil rights for gay and les-
bian people. The local diocese was very active in the
campaign to defeat the domestic partners law. This
comes after the American Catholic Church, on
orders from Rome, threw more than a dozen Digni-
ty chapters off Church property, many (like our own
archbishop) forbidding priests to participate in their
liturgies.

The Vatican document that ordered Dignity out
of Catholic space condemns gay civil rights legisla-
tion and excuses the subsequent reactions of gay-
bashers. The very words drip with venom: ‘when civil
legislation is introduced to protect behavior to which
no one has any conceivable right, neither the Church
nor society at large should be surprised when other
distorted notions and practices gain ground, and ir-
rational and violent reactions increase.’

It is that kind of attitude that allows priests like
the one in Des Moines, Iowa, to drive a gay man and
his children out of a city, to make them fear for their
lives.

This is the Church founded by Jesus of Nazareth.
The same man who said that you would recognize
his followers by their love for one another.

The people in those photos did not die from AIDS
or any other bodily disease. They died from hate. Just
the same as the Jews in Nazi-dominated Europe.
Just the same as the African-Americans and others
in the drug-ridden ghettos. Hate is like a theatre
where the stage is set and the scripts are ready. All
it waits for is the actors to show up. They always do,
and, unfortunately, they sometimes arrive in clerical
garb.

Thank you I feel better now (sort of).
Wayne April
Board member
Dignity/San Francisco

Teen Suicide

The following letter was sent to President George
Bush:

% Dear President Bush:

[ am writing regarding the Secretary’s Task Force
on Youth Suicide, a study conducted by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

Secretary Louis Sullivan has made an outrageous
decision to “‘disown” the report’s finding on Gay
Male and Lesbian Youth Suicide. Such an action puts
your administration on record as favoring the death
of sexual minority youth rather than promoting
sound policy for the health and safety of all America’s
youth.

Community United Against Violence has worked
for ten years on the issue of prejudice-motivated
violence against lesbians and gay men. We believe
that self-inflicted violence can be a form of hate
violence: suicides often happen when sexually-
questioning or homosexually-inclined youth inter-
nalize the message of hatred towards homosexuali-
ty we teach our youth.

The report your administration rejects argues that
many youth suicides in this country can be stopped.
An honest agenda to ‘‘advance traditional family
values’” would include keeping family members alive
first and foremost; the position of Secretary Sullivan
gives lie to a supposedly ‘pro-life’” administration.

We call on you to immediately reverse Secretary
Sullivan’s decision, and we also ask that you meet
with national groups such as the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force to receive a more comprehensive
review of this issue.

Barbara M. Cameron

Executive Director

San Francisco Community United
Against Violence

Justice For All

% As a result of the military occupation of the Cas-
tro district by the San Francisco Police Department
on Oct. 6, the October 6 Justice Project has been
formed. The Project consists of activists, victims of
police misconduct and lawyers who have volunteered
their services to help people gain redress.

We believe that one way to end police misconduct
is to increase the political and financial cost of con-
tinuing it. Therefore, we are urging anyone who was
harassed or injured by the police to file a claim
against the city. This includes people who were im-
prisoned in establishments when the police cleared
the sidewalks. The purpose of such a claim is to de-
mand compensation for the physical, emotional and
constitutional injuries caused by the outrageous ac-
tions of the police.

We will mail a claim form and an information sheet
to anyone who calls us at 267-3006.

Brian Bringardner

for the October 6th Justice Project
San Francisco

An Important Event

* Your article about the 12th Candlelight Memorial
for Harvey Milk and George Moscone
misrepresented my opinion of the important annu-
al event. While other commitments prevented me
from participating in this year’s observance, 1 cer-
tainly do not believe that the Candlelight Marches
should be discontinued, as Allen White stated in his
article. On the contrary, I met with the executive com-
mittee of the Harvey Milk Democratic Club last year
to urge them to take on the responsibility for produc-
ing the 1989 march. I'm grateful to the Milk Club
for taking on the job and I look forward to marching
down Market Street on November 27th for many
years to come.

Cleve Jones
Executive Director
The Names Project

Allen White responds: Grand ladies, media queens
and Cleve Jones, either individually or collectively,
have the right to change their minds. Jones appears
to have changed his mind from last year. What can-
not change is the contribution he has made to keep-
ing the spirit and the community of Harvey Milk and
George Moscone alive in our hearts.

Some Minor Corrections

* | have just seen your Nov. 16 issue and would like
to make a few minor corrections on your story concern-
ing me and a videotape that “‘slams gay leaders.”

The name of my organization is Gay Male S/M Ac-
tvists, not ““Gay Men’s S’'M Association”as stated. Also,
I am very proud that | was indeed connected quite
closely to the National March. I was on the National
Steering Committee as co-chair of the S/M-Leather
contingent. In fact, it was the contingent that organized
the conference mentioned in your article, not just
GMSMA. This is a minor point, but not to the many,
many people—male and female— from other orgar;i-
zations who spent many hours of dedicated effort.

Finally, the tape was not shown in DC to either
GLAAD or those of us ““national lesbian/gay leaders™
in DC for the NGLTF Conference this past Nov. 9-12.
I have spoken to Ken McPherson and hope to see a
copy soon. In the meantime, it would have been help-
ful if your reporter had given even one example of what
was on the tape and specifically what is wrong with it.

Thank you for spreading the word and doing the
important work you do. I hope that you pay attention
to the details more closely in other stories than you did
in this one.

Barry Douglas

Chairman
Gay Male S/M Activists
New York, NY

=

R
“t\\\\\
N

S NNYNIL
MHhHTI T RITRRUN

Hypocrisy

% It really is shocking to read Pam David’s letter in
the Nov. 23 B.A.R., where she takes BAR and main-
stream papers to task for publishing the fact that
domestic partners lost in non-white communities. This
is the same Pam David who trashed the black com-
munity for voting against domestic partners and she
is quoted in the San Francisco Examiner. I spoke with
Examiner and Chronicle reporters and they say that
Miss David was all to eager to villify the black com-
munity in their pages.

Does this Pam David think that we have ferret at-
tention spans? Does she think that she can insult our
intelligence and not be called on it? And it should come
as no surprise to anyone who is reading this letter about
an obvious hypocrite out trying to save her political ass.
Pam David was a paid employee of the downtown
stadium promoters. So it is questionable how much
effort she had time for working for domestic partners
while she was working for the stadium.

Pam David is just another so-called ““leader” that
needs to be discarded if lesbians and gays are to ad-
vance positively in the 90’s.

Coleen Moore
San Francisco

Great Things

% Just recently (within the past month, say) I have no-

ticed a startling (and quite welcome) influx of pretty

boys into San Francisco. Is this merely a seasonal

phenomenon or does it portend great things for the
Nineties?

Andrew Port

San Francisco

Stop Bashing People of Color

% I am totally disgusted with your writers bashing the
people of color communities for the loss of Proposi-
tion S. Allen White, David Binder and Wayne Friday
all focus on the loss of Proposition S in Chinatown and
Bayview/Hunters Point precincts as evidence that these
communities deserted the lesbian/gay community
when the chips were down. The corollary to their as-
sertion is that the lesbian/gay community has always
been there for these communities. Let’s examine the
facts.

First, with regard to Proposition S, it lost in
Chinatown by less than 100 votes. It lost in
Bayview/Hunters Poist by less than 700 votes, We
should have done better in this area. Also, according
to David Binder, the precincts identified as being heav-
ily gay had a 51 percent turnout. This is not very good
considering that Proposition S was in our own self-
interest. The fact is that we did a lousy job of educat-
ing the voters about why they should support Propo-
sition S. And we did a lousy job of convincing lesbian
and gay voters that it was important for us to turn out
and vote for Proposition S.

Now as to the implication that the lesbian/gay com-
munity has always supported the issues of people of
color, I remember two specific occasions where this
community did not support people of color. The first
was the English only initiative. I remember leaders of
this community shunning that campaign because they
were afraid that being identified with it would hurt the
campaign against the LaRouche initiative. The sec-
ond was the proposition which authorized HIV anti-
body testing of persons arrested and/or imprisoned.
This initiative was recognized as having a heavy im-
pact on people of color, particularly blacks and
Hispanics. Again, the leadership of the lesbian/gay
community avoided this issue because they were more
concerned with defeating LaRouche II.

So, blame ourselves for the loss of Proposition S. And
let us stop bashing people of color, expecting that they
should always support us on our issues when we are
not always prepared to support them on their issues.

Michael Foo
San Francisco

An Upsetting Analysis

* Your cover story on the defeat of Proposition S (Nov
16) seemed to blacme the Black, Asian, Chicano and
Latino communities for its demise. Then you praise
the gay community for supporting it. This analysis was
upsetting for me for three reasons:

First, the gay community is not white, although it
includes whites. Therefore it does not make sense to
pose the gay community in opposition to the commu-
nities of color.

Secondly, my understanding, as a new San Fran-
cisco resident, is that whites are the minority in this

city Therefore, if you could show (which you tried to
do) that there were more communities of color than
white communities in which Proposition S was defeat-
ed, it wouldn’t demonstrate much of anything.

But worst of all was the misrepresentaton of the facts
you printed. I am new here and may have my demo-
graphics wrong, but I thought the Sunset, Twin Peaks,
Ingleside and Lake Merced areas were largely white.
You listed their percentage of “‘yes’votes as 32 per-
cent, 31 percent, 40 percent and 32 percent respec-
tively. The so-called minority neighborhoods you
condemned voted 42 percent, 43 percent and 46 per-
cent! Furthermore, the Fillmore, which seems to have
many black residents and the Mission which is large-
ly Chicano and Latino, were 71 percent and 72 per-
cent yes! If | knew more about the districts, | might find
even more alarming contradictions in your headline
“Minorities Shun Prop S.” Or perhaps you mean the
headline realistically to mean ‘“Whites Shun Prop S.”

In Why Domestic Partners Lost(Wayne Friday, Nov.
16), you bemoan the fact that black leaders deserted
the gay community. If, in fact, some did, the irrespon-
sible finger-pointing type of reporting commented on
above is hardly likely to inspire trust in any person of
color who thinks B.A.R. represents the gay and lesbi-

an community.

Judy Helfand
San Francisco

Opposing Discrimination

% The defeat of the AIDS anti-discrimination or-
dinance in Concord is an issue of great concern to us.
We, together with Bishop John Cummins, Catholic pas-
tors of Concord, Catholic Charities and representatives
of other Church communities, supported this or-
dinance as a needed protection for people living with
AIDS and HIV disease from discrimination in hous-
ing and employment and from fear of testing.

The rhetoric associated with opposition to this or-
dinance was often a misrepresentation of the facts
about AIDS and of the impact of the ordinance. It was
falsely presented as a gay issue when in fact it is a hu-
man issue. It has resulted in stress and anxiety for
people with AIDS who aready are vulnerable to illness
and prejudice. We fear that those who used this elec-
tion issue to create a climate of fear and divisiveness
will go on fo attack other human rights that do not serve
their political agenda.

We will continue to work with public health authon-
ties and others to promote legislation to protect people
affected by AIDS/HIV in Concord and other commu-
nities.

Rev. Jim Schexnayder

Task Force Staff Person
Diocese of Oakland

Good Old Doc Koop

% Well, nobody bats 1000. Not even perhaps the most
pleasingly remarkable excrescence of the Reagan era
our own beloved Surgeon General Koop, who now
blames us for *“politicizing AIDS.” Blames the victims,
that is.

What, pray tell, were we to do when we awoke to
the fact that our friends, our lovers, ourselves were be-
ing decimated and no onw was paying attention or lift-
ing a finger to help us?We rightly took to the streets,
the courts and the capital steps and politicized AIDS.
We refused to let America and its political leadership
ignore us and die uietly, and that is to our everlasting
credit. As self-respectng citizens, we really had no
choice.

Now, perhaps we are not too popular with many
Americans, sopped to bursting in homophobia that
they are, but that’s hardly our fault. The fact is, any-
thing having to do with gay men in America is inher-
ently politicized. As we assert our our full personhood
openly, there is no way around it. Our charge is to con-
front the disease of homophobia head-on with no
apologies.

The issue in Concord, of course, was banning AIDS
discrfimination, not discrimination against gays. That’s
a notion which, I believe, even George Herbert Walk-
er Bush quietly suports (oh so quietly. The problem is
that with right-wing fundies politicizing AIDS to fuel
their graceless demagoguery, and opposing such or-
dinances, someone has to take up the mantle to shep-
herd them through the political process. City Councils
and state and national legislatures don’t just wade into
deeply controversial waters of their own accord. In
Concord, those who took up the mantle when no one
else would were gay activists again, to their everlast-
ing credit

I believe the former surgeon general is still our good
buddy, still good old Doc Koop. When he went off to
Washington he surely didn’t anticipate throwing in his
lot with the queers. So I take this recent unfounded slap
as a curmudgeonly twitch from a courageous man
who's taken too much Phyllis Shafley-type abuse over
the years and must by now realize he'll never receive
an award from the Heritage Foundation.

Lupin Loughborough
Berkeley, CA
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Everyone needs to have a will. Without this important

document. the state could be in control ol the
distribution of all your worldly belongings

We can now offer you a professionally prepared will for

as low as $49 00° and have it completed while you wait
Call For Information And An Appointment.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 433-0285

_r 150 Spear, 11th Floor i
San Francisco, CA 94105 ° 22
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GENERAL DENTISTRY
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4128 18th STREET
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94114

Sat. & Monday evening appointments

ROBERT LEWIS, LCSW
PSYCHOTHERAPY
& COUNSELING

Couples and Individuals
Sexuality, Relationships, Stress
Self-Esteem, Health Concerns

415-621-2714
Betwgen the Castro & the Haight

" Insurance/Sliding Scale
License LCS-011640

The Community’s Pet Professionals
Quality Grooming & Supplies
DISCOUNT PET FOODS

552-0233

Open 7 Days

157 Fillmore

Near Duboce Park

Interesting Things
At Bargain Prices

Open 12 to 5:30 Every Day Except Sunday

580 UNION STREET
at Stockton St., North Beach

CAPRy
PIZZA

’/ - <% DELIVERY
8% 52.3000

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE
2272 Market St. (near 16th)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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At Work Or
At Play A
Healthy Smile
Gets Results . . .

Insurance and MC/Visa
Accepted

986-4534
490 POST ST
SULTE. 520
SAN FRANCISCO
CALIF 94102

Richard A. Barrera, D.D.S
George W. Kohn, D.D.S.
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AIDS/ARC

A drug or alcohol problem doesn’t magically go away
when a person is diagnosed with AIDS or ARC. Living clean
a.rfncif sober can help stabilize health and improve the quality
of life.

We provide out-patient counseling to gay men with
AIDS and ARC who have drug and alcohol problems.
Our sliding scale fees mean no one is turned away.
Insurance payments are accepted.

Our staff is gay. We understand your lifestyle and
concerns. We can help. Call us.

18th Street Services

861-4898

The Fight For Our Righls Goes On.
Stay Informed with the B.A.R.

Legal help.

In personal injury,
business law and litigation,
estate planning.

Goldstein & Gellman

AT T.0RNEY S8 Tal &N

Call Jeffrey Gibson
415/621-2966

1540 Market Street, Suite 490, San Francisco, CA 94102
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he Lincoln Savings &

Loan scandal has produc-

ed political fallout not
only for Alan Cranston and
four other U.S. senators (The
Senate Five) but has touched on
the credibility of Republican
Governor George Deukme-
jian, a beneficiary of big con-
tributions from Lincoln’s
discredited boss Charles
Keating, and this week the con-
tinuing saga threatened guberna-
torial candidate John Van de
Kamp, the current attorney gen-
eral.

When state thrift examiner
Richard Newsom told an As-
sembly subcommittee last week
that Van de Kamp’s office had
discouraged efforts to halt junk
bond sales by the troubled Lin-
coln Savings & Loan, Van de
Kamp and his aides quickly call-
ed Newsom a liar. But interim
memos surfaced later that show-
ed Newsom’s testimony was
largely correct—and that the at-
torney general’s office knew con-
siderably more about the matter
than it had acknowledged.

Whether these revelations will
damage Van de Kamp’s high-
flying campaign for governor re-
mains to be seen.

Meanwhile, former San Fran-
cisco mayor Dianne Feinstein
may or may not, depending on
who you talk to, be ready to sink
some of her and her wealthy
financier husband Dick Blum’s
millions into her lagging guber-
natorial effort. Most insiders,
even those who are not favorable
to the former mayor, agree that if
she is willing to help bankroll her
own campaign—something she
has seemingly been unwilling to
do—the Feinstein-for-Governor
effort still has a chance to over-
take the unexciting John Van de
Kamp.

Even some of Feinstein’s most
loyal backers are annoyed at what
one of them said is ‘Dianne and
Dick’s apparent feeling that
others should finance her cam-
paign,’ leaving their millions
safely in the bank, and nearly all
now agree that unless the candi-
date and her very wealthy hus-
band are willing to part with
some.of their own money, this one
is all but over.

enator Pete Wilson, the

certain Republican nomi-

nee for governor in next
year’s race, is stashing the cam-
paign bread in the bank. A fund-
raiser featuring Ronald
Reagan in L.A. last week netted
$700,000 for the Wilson cam-
paign, bringing the senator’s
current in-hand cash figure to $5
million, a quarter of what most
think will be a $20 million cam-
paign by the state Republicans.

In what promises to be one of
the more interesting statewide
contests next year, Matthew
(Kip) Fong, the 36-year-old
lawyer son of Secretary of State
March Fong Eu, announced
that he will be the Republican
candidate against incumbent
Controller Gray Davis.
Demos and Republicans alike
agree this could spell trouble for
Davis.

Gay activists in Texas applaud-
ed that state’s Commission on
Judicial Conduct for publicly
censuring District Judge Jack
Hampton of Dallas last week for
admitting he gave a lighter
sentence to a killer because the
victims were gay. The action was
described as being ‘‘tantamount
to denunciation.”” The censure is
the strongest action the commis-
sion could take short of recom-

re Lincoln Fallout

Sup. Angela Alioto.

mending removal of the 57-year-
old Republican judge from the
bench, a move many gay and les-
bian activists in Texas had hoped
for.

Some of Supervisor Angela
Alioto’s board colleagues are
snickering at how the acting
mayor handled the confusion
surrounding last week’s fatal con-
struction crane accident. Under-
standably enough, the supervisor
did give out some conflicting
reports during the day (based on
information she was supplied
with), but some of her board
““friends’’ are quietly suggesting
she “‘blew’” her big chance.

San Francisco school Super-
intendent Ramon Cortines,
who already has enough critics in
this town, has quietly withdrawn
an offer to use admitted sex of-
fender Roger Boas, a former
supervisor and mayoral candi-
date, as a consultant on three
capital projects planned by the
distrjct. Cortines announced this
week that because of ‘‘objec-
tions”> by some school board
members, he had dropped Boas
as an unpaid consulitant on the
projects. Boas was fined $100,000
and sentenced to various commu-
nity service and cleanup projects.
Cortines said Boas’ consulting
work might have counted toward
his community service re-
quirements. ‘‘I have a real prob-
lem with how long we choose to
humiliate a person trying to
rebuild his life;” Cortines said,
referring to Boas.

Senator Lloyd Bentsen,
last year’s Demo veep nominee,
will be the star draw at next Wed-
nesday’s (the 13th) California
Democratic Party fundraiser at
the Fairmont. ($1,000 per person;
6:30 cocktails, with dinner at
7:30; contact the state party
headquarters if you want to make
this one.)

Lloyd Bentsen.

On the eve of last Friday’s
World AIDS Day, President
Bush issued a statement saying
the best way to fight the spread
of “‘this terrible disease’’ is
through education. Bush also ex-
pressed compassion for sufferers
of the deadly virus, spread
through sex or shared needles
with an infected partner. The
White House issued the remarks
shortly before Bush left for Malta

and his summit with Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev,
and though Bush’s remarks
about the disease represent an
awareness never shown by his
predecessor Ronald Reagan,
those marking World AIDS Day
were quick to agree that Bush
falls far short of what is needed
to bring even more attention to
the dreadful epidemic.

Meanwhile, in London, Prin-
cess Diana chatted and joked
with AIDS patients on World
AIDS Day as she opened a new
AIDS ward at London’s St.
Mary’s Hospital, giving “‘enor-
mous confidence to people who
otherwise feel alienated and cast
aside’” as she sat on patients’
beds, clasped their hands, and
listened intently to them.

John Dunne, a former New
York state senator, has emerged
as the leading candidate for the
nation’s top civil rights enforce-
ment job. Dunne, a lawyer, has
received the support of some
liberal Democrats. (New York
Rep. Charles Rangel, a liberal
Democrat: *‘If the president has
to pick a Republican, he couldn’t
pick a more decent one that John
Dunne.’) As a member of the
New York state Senate, Dunne
sponsored anti-discrimination
legislation to protect those in-
fected with the AIDS virus and
pursued anti-sex discrimination
provisions in state insurance law.

Jean Harris.

You think Mayor Art isn’t
thinking about a higher state-
wide office? One report has it
that the mayor’s longtime politi-
cal advisor, Richie Ross, is
already jokingly referring to the
popular mayor as ‘“‘my friend,
Senator Agnos.”

49er owner Eddie DeBar-
tolo, Joe Montana, Ronnie
Lott, and the other world cham-
pions are expected at Tuesday’s
big $1,000-per-person bash that
DeBartolo is throwing at the St.
Francis for his ‘‘favorite guber-
natorial candidate;” Dianne Fein-
stein.

Dick Hongisto is all set to
announce he will definitely run
for city assessor next year, clear-
ing the way for a political free-for-
all for Dick’s Supe seat.

Incidentally, some of Jack
Molinari’s friends are urging
him into attempting a political
comeback, but don’t bet on it.

And those who are supposed to
know these things say the room
temperature really drops when
Mayor Art and Supervisor
Wendy Nelder appear at the
same function. g

Jean Harris, Supervisor
Harry Britt’s City Hall chief of
staff, slated to become the Milk
Demo Club’s new president?
Those who know City Hall say
she is one of the most qualified
aides in the building, and Britt is
lucky to have her.
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ay you're growing up in

Modesto, and you’ve decid-

ed to face your homosexu-
ality at last. You’re either too
young or too afraid to enter the
one gay bar you’ve heard about,
and you don’t know any other gay
people. You know that organiza-
tions for people like yourself
exist, perhaps even in Modesto,
but you don’t know how to con-
tact them. So what do you do? Let
your fingers do the walking
through the Yellow Pages?

Get serious.

You are. Only a month ago,
such a solution to your problem
would have been a pipedream.
But soon, thanks to an organiza-
tion caled Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation,
consulting the Yellow Pages is ex-
actly what you could do.

Inspired by their New York
counterparts, who won an eight-
month long legal battle with the
New York/New England phone
company, members of the local
chapter of GLAAD recently per-
suaded Pacific Telephone to in-
clude a ““Gay and Lesbian Organ-
izations’’ category in phone
directories throughout Califor-
nia and Nevada.

Noted Byron Potts, co-chair of
the San Francisco chapter of
GLAAD, ““This will increase the
visibility of those organizations,
both within the gay and lesbian
community and in society at
large. And because it is the com-
munity’s responsibility—and not
that of the phone company—to
provide the listings (which could
run into the thousands), in a way
this action represents a massive
coming out process for us.”’

Visibility is the key word here.
From the very beginning, the ma-
jor concern of GLAAD was to en-
sure the dignity of lesbian and
gay people by monitoring the
public arena. It was founded in
New York City in 1985 by a group
of people who were infuriated by
the habitual lack of coverage of
gay and lesbian concerns in the
New York Times and by the
vitriolic and sensationalist
coverage in the Post.

“All [the New York group]
wanted.’ Potts explained, ‘‘was
fair coverage in the press. They
were not interested in being a gay
glee club, a rah-rah group pro-
moting gay propaganda. They
simply wanted a realistic, ac-
curate portrayal of our concerns,
with respect for our diversity and
disdain for stereotypes.”

As the group grew and expand-
ed nationally—there are now
chapters across the United
States, including one in San
Francisco—so did the scope of
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Better GLAAD Than Mad

its concerns. Monitoring the
media remained a priority, but
equally important was combat-
ting defamation wherever it
occurred—in statements by pub-
lic figures like Jesse Helms or
William Dannemeyer, for exam-
ple.

Within these rather broad
parameters, the one rule of
thumb seemed to be, ““If it makes
someone mad, do something
about it.”’

Like its focus, the methods
GLAAD has used to achieve its
aims have also increased over the
past few years, from letter-writing
campaigns and public protests in
the beginning to negotiations
and computerized phone-tree
“‘activations’’ now.

““We don’t want attention,’
Potts claimed. ‘‘We want results.
That’s why we’re more interested
in negotiation than in street
demonstrations. Picketing is fine,
but it isn’t enough. Winning re-
quires collecting data and pro-
viding evidence. We refuse to
substitute rhetoric, polemics and
ideology for hard work.

““Of course, this doesn’t mean
that we won’t take to the streets
if we feel it’s necessary—which we
have done in the past. We do
believe in confrontation, in exer-
ting pressure. But for us, confron-
tation can mean any number of
things, from street protests to sit-
ting across from a producer in a
grey flannel suit and presenting
a well-documented report. It’s
the latter that more often gets
results.”’

In the short year and a half
since the San Francisco chapter
of GLAAD has been active, it has
used all these methods to pro-
mote a wide range of interests.
The group’s first action—a rela-
tively simple one—was to urge
gay people to participate in
Valentine’s Day dedication pro-
grams sponsored by Bay Area
radio stations.

Later, GLAAD initiated a
letter-writing campaign to the
editors of the San Francisco
Chronicle when the Chronicle
ran an inflammatory survey ask-
ing, ‘‘Are there too many gays in
San Francisco?”’ Group mem-
bers also met with the news and
editorial departments of the
paper and responded to the
survey with a guest editorial of
their own.

When homophobic disc jockey
Alex Bennett of KITS promoted
anti-gay comic Sam Kinison on
his show, GLAAD protested. Ben-
nett was dismissed from his job
soon after this, presumably for
unrelated reasons (although Potts
refused to speculate).

MURPHY'’S MANOR

Unfortunately for the gay and
lesbian community, Bennett’s
replacement was Perry Stone, a
former disc jockey for KSJO in
San Jose, who had a reputation
for gay-baiting equal to that of
his predecessor. As a result,
GLAAD activated the phone tree
and issued press releases before
Stone ever appeared on the air.

Meetings with KITS manage-
ment followed, and the group ob-
tained a number of concessions,
including gay and lesbian public
service announcements five to
seven times a day, a major gay/les-
bian fundraiser once a quarter,
and gay and lesbian comics on
the air, as well as two shows,
““Rubyfruit Terrace’’ and
““Hibernia Beach.” KITS even
promised to muzzle Perry Stone.

Besides initiating its own pro-
jects, the local chapter of GLAAD
also participates n national ac-
tions. When the national office
convinced Bob Hope to
apologize for an anti-gay joke by
making a public service an-
nouncement condemning anti-
gay violence, the locals persuad-
ed Bay Area television stations to
broadcast it.

And when the NBC Nightly
News promoted a story concern-
ing the “‘troubled homosexual”’
who allegedly caused the explo-
sion on the USS Iowa, GLAAD
members across the nation join-
ed forces to pressure NBC ex-
ecutives to meet with them. As a
result, NBC promised to include
gay and lesbian viewpoints in
gay-oriented stories; the network
also promised to concentrate on
more positive gay and lesbian im-
ages, like Naval Academy mid-
shipmen fighting their expulsion
from the military rather than
“troubled homosexuals’’ blow-
ing up their comrades.

More recently, when the in-
vestigator for the Texas State
Commission on Judicial Conduct
recommended that charges of
prejudice against Judge Jack
Hampton be withdrawn (Hamp-
ton was the judge who, following
the murder trial of Richard Bed-
narski, said that Bednarski’s gay
victims were ‘‘looking for trou-
ble’’), GLAAD sent the Commis-
sion 10,000 postcards in protest.
Soon thereafter, the commission
rejected the investigator’s recom-
mendation and censured the
judge.

Finally, when half the sponsors
of the television show thirty-
something pulled their advertis-
ing because an episode of the
show ‘‘promoted homosexuali-
ty,”GLAAD members wrote let-
ters of thanks to the show’s pro-
ducers for including gay
characters.

GLAAD's Perry Stone press conference held earlier this year.

(Photo: Rink)

Then, through contacts in the
television industry, they began
researching exactly who pulled
out and why—in preparation for a
pressure campaign against one
or more of those advertisers.

As its leaders point out,
GLAAD is so active because it
has to be.

“‘For every nine cases of
defamation,’ Brian Potts noted,
“‘we’re lucky if we can focus on
one. An incident occurs every few
minutes on radio, television or in
print. Far too many of these are
left unchallenged, because we
just don’t have the resources.”’

The results of this situation, he
continued, include increased
violence and discrimination,
decreased political support, and
loss of dignity for all gay and les-
bian people.

Much of this can be prevented
with community support, of
course. GLAAD is soliciting
dedicated members and sup-
porters. To find out more about
GLAAD, call 861-4588, or write:
GLAAD/SFBA, 2379 Market St.,
Box 38, San Francisco, CA 94114.

Confidential to Two Fans: You

really shouldn’t have. but we're
glad you did. v

Through a nurturing and supportive staff, we teach
you how to effect changes in yourself with diet and a
one on one personalized exercise program.

For information/consultation, call 415 863'1020

BODY
SCULPTING

The Diet and Exercise
Specialists

¢ Weight loss/
muscle gain

e Computerized
diet analysis

e Certified trainers

e Gym or in home
training

agencies involved call:

TRIAL LAWYERS WANTED!!
APPLICATIONS CURRENTLY BEING ACCEPTED

The Bay Area Lawyers for Individual Freedom’s Employment Project
encourages you to apply. For specific information on the government

San Francisco City Attorney (David Fox—864-1952)

San Francisco District Attorney (Ken Cady—553-1572
or Bref French—553-1747)

San Francisco Public Defender (Ron Albers—553-9329
or Susan Shalit—553-1671)

Oakland City Attorney (Wendy Rouder—273-3601)
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Law Offices of
Larry Sheehan

861-5037

Personal Injury * Wills
Contracts * Litigation

Evenings & Weekend Appointments
Flexible Fee Schedule

25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 710, San Francisco 94102

L.C.SW. 3240

RONALDD. LEE, M.S.\W., M.Div.
PSYCHOTHERAPY ¢ CONSULTATION

Individuals - Couples - Groups

3991 17th Street
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Telephone
(415) 626-8716

COOPER
INSURANCE

826-8877
Open Mon-Sat

Don Cooper

Your Full Service Insurance Agency
for Your Home, Car, Life, Boat, RV,
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100 Clipper St. (at Church), S.F. 94114

—

Sunday Worship
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., & 7:00 p.m.

The : .
Sign lan e provided at 11:00 am and 7 pm
serviccs.g‘llfzg iﬂonnation about choir, blgle
study, AIDS/ARC/HIV+ support, women'’s
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Metropo”lan ties please telephone the church and request
commun"y the newsletter.
150 Eureka Street
CthC"T San Francisco, Califomnia 94114

415) 863-4434
The Reverend James Mitulski, Pastor

O
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This Is Truth

by John Parkes

Certain dates are irrevocably
committed to personal memory.
Two years ago, on June 1, I mov-
ed to San Francisco. This year on
June 1 someone tried to murder
me. The thing is, I haven’t yet
died.

The evening of June 1 was
reasonably warm and fogless. I
arrived home tired but hungry,
too lazy to cook for myself. I
grabbed my coat and walked out
into a night that would only grow
darker.

It wasn’t my intention to go out
““on the prowl.” A burrito in the
Mission filled my hunger for
food; a drink in the Castro pro-
mised to quench my thirst and fill
my need for the company of other
people. The Midnight Sun had
music videos, and besides, it was
still early: The pretty boys in the
prettier sweaters hadn’t yet
begun to line up outside the door.
I walked in and stood beneath
one of the monitors, watching the
opposite one.

I planned on staying no longer
than it took to finish my drink. I
planned on going home. I plann-
ed on marking my second year
quietly, allowing June 1 to fade
into obscurity. I didn’t plan on
the handsome man, who stood at
the far end of the bar, walking
over and standing beside me. I
didn’t plan on the radiant smile
he gave me when I looked over
my shoulder. For the purpose of
the story I’ll give this man a
name: ‘‘Roberto.’ It fits his dark
complexion, brown eyes, dazzling
teeth. Roberto was proud of his
body, of how he had carefully
shaped it. Of how it revealed itself
through strategically worn-out
jeans, a loose tank top. He was
about my age—30, 33—and
about my height—5'10", 6and
clean-shaven. His receding
hairline, nearly bald on the top of
his head, only added to his vague-
ly exotic appeal. I sipped my
drink awkwardly, wondering if his
move next to me was deliberate or
accidental. Was he making a
move on me, or was it just a good
vantage point to watch who came
in, who left?

I can’t remember what was
said first. Qur conversation was
initially words jumbled together
for the sake of noise, for the pur-
pose of filling gaps. They grew a
little more personal: words
describing our jobs, our
histories. What we do for fun,

Frisch

where we have traveled. We both
shifted nervously while we spoke,
accidentally and not accidental-
ly brushing against one another.
I drank more slowly, extending
my time, flattered by the atten-
tion and wondering where the
evening would lead.

A little more time passed and
the small talk passed away. There
wasn’t too much left to say, and
the void created by words
unspoken was filled with the
strange sensation of sexual ex-
citement. And then he spoke: ‘I
have to pick up a friend who
works late, but it’s not for a few
hours yet. We could stay here, or
we could go someplace and get to
know each other better.”

I had expected he would say
something like this, because I
had toyed with the thought of say-
ing something similar. He shuffl-
ed nervously, and I stared intent-
ly at the monitor.

“1 ... uh ... well, sure I
guess,’ | stammered. He smiled
at me. I couldn’t understand my
good fortune. I would remember
June 1, I was sure. We walked out-
side.

I hope you don’t think I do
this a lot,” he said reassuringly.
“I’m not like a tramp, or any-
thing. I’'m just interested in you.”

It had grown cold out. I shov-
ed my hands in my pockets, and
my voice broke like an adoles-
cent’s. ““No,’ I answered, ‘‘I un-
derstand.”” And then I half-
laughed and said something I
can’t forget: ‘‘Besides, life is
short. It should be sweet.’

“‘Right,” he replied, smiling.

Moments later we stood in my
apartment. Roberto had followed
me on his motorcycle. He
apologized in the warmth of my
apartment for his cold hands.
There were a few interruptions at
first: a phone call, a neighbor at
the door. Fate, having provided
this opportunity, now seemed in-
tent on delaying it. I consciously
thought this, but Roberto and his
rapidly warming hands turned
my thoughts from the metaphys-
ical to the physical.

When I first turned to a gay
lifestyle in 1986, AIDS was a pro-
minent media issue. I knew what
I could do, what I couldn’t do. I
remained ‘‘safe’’ to the letter,
and considered myself fortunate
to understand how the virus was
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transmitted and how I could
avoid it. I hadn’t been tested for
HIV but was certain I had not
been infected.

A short time later it took a
great deal of willpower to push
Roberto away from me and whis-
per, ‘‘No, not without a condom,
I won’t)’ In the half-light of the
room, his hands and body chang-
ed course, but then again, with
insistence, he pressed against me,
making it clear he desired unpro-
tected, unsafe sex. And again, |
pushed him away. This happened
a third time, and I strengthened
the tone of voice. I would not sub-
mit to unsafe sex. And he seem-
ed to finally understand.

“‘Fine,’ he said with irritation,
‘“‘get a damned condom.”

So I did. I even opened the
package and handed it to him.

And a few moments later, after
various physical distractions, he
got what he wanted. And he knew
it. And I got something I didn’t
want. But I didn’t know that yet.

After a while, Roberto strode
into the bathroom, got dressed,
and left to pick up his friend. I
luxuriated for a few minutes,
wondering at the vagaries of fate.
All T had been after was a burrito
and a beer. Instead, I stumbled
into a little fantasy.

I live in an old building. It has
great views and lousy plumbing.
So when I went into the bathroom
after he had left and saw the con-
dom floating in the toilet, I
deliberated about flushing it
down. I didn’t want to create a
clog. And as I stood over the
bowl, looking at this transparent
souvenir of the evening, I notic-
ed that something seemed wrong
about the condom. It seemed
empty.

I fished it out with trembling
fingers. It was empty. It was not
intact. There was no tear, no rip.
There was, however, a hole in the
tip the diameter of a pencil.
Water from the toilet poured
through the condom as I stood
thinking, ‘‘No, I’'m not seeing
this.’ I put the condom down on
the edge of the sink. I walked out
of the bathroom, and shut off the
light. I sat in the dark of my liv-
ing room and absently stroked
my cat. Then I went back in the
bathroom and looked again at
the condom, as if I might have
imagined the whole thing. But I
hadn’t.
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I lay in my bed that night with-
out sleeping, going through the
events of the evening over and
over again, searching for the
smallest clue. In the early morn-
ing light the condom was still
there, still broken. I stared at it
dully, and went to work.

About a week later I con-
fronted Roberto. We stood in
front of the elegant restaurant
where he is a waiter. I explained
what I had found. I explained my
fears. I asked about his health.

““Qh, no, I’m fine,’ he said,
““my health is excellent.”’

““Have you been tested?”’ I
asked.

““Yeah. Yes. And I’'m fine.”’

““Positive or negative?’’ I ask-
ed, feeling somehow ashamed.

“‘Negative. I'm fine. Listen, it
probably broke when I pulled it
off in the bathroom. Don’t worry.
It’s fine”’

And then he ran back into the
restaurant.

I made an appointment with
the San Francisco health depart-
ment for a confidential test. I
watched a video of how the virus
works. I gave blood and walked
out with a little yellow card
representing the future. I was to
come back in two weeks.

Several days later, at work, I
didn’t feel well. Not sick, just not
well. I had an appointment the
next morning in the Central
Valley but knew I wouldn’t make
it. I got a co-worker to cover for
me, and [ went home.

The next morning my temper-
ature was 105.

It remained that way for the
next week, then broke. I became
congested, and my doctor began
to treat me for pneumonia.
Another week went by. Sick, I
dragged myself to the clinic for
my test results. I handed over my
yellow card. My counselor, a
bookishly handsome man, check-
ed it against his list.

“Your test results are nega-
tive,” he said.

““Oh,” I replied.

“You don’t look well.”

“I’m not.’

I told him what had happened.

He suggested an immediate re-
test. Blood was drawn; a band-aid
supplied. I returned home, ex-
hausted and feverish, clutching a
small yellow card that would
foretell my future, and [ fell
asleep.

The next two weeks passed

slowly. I remained ill and lost a
substantial amount of weight.
The day of the Freedom Parade,
I felt well enough to sit on the
curb at Market and Noe, and
watched as a man pulled a con-
dom over his head and inflated it
with his nose. It swelled to the
size of a bishop’s hat, obscenely
large.

““Boy,” said my friend Steve,
““those things just don’t break,
do they.”

““No, they don’t,” I answered,
wanting to cry.

On the day my results were
due, I arranged for a friend to
meet me at the health depart-
ment. I rode the K car uptown,
and as I rode along, I disassoci-
ated with where I was, what [ was
doing. I was getting test results
that might alter my life substan-
tially, but I told myself I was just
going somewhere, to get some-
thing. I might as well have been
going to the store for a gallon of
milk.
P T U

In the half-light of
the room, his
hands and body
changed course;
but then again. . .
he pressed against
me, making it clear
he desired
unprotected,
unsafe sex.
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I met with the same counselor
while my friend waited outside. I
handed him my life, and he
checked it against his list of lives.

“I’m sorry ... he began. I
stared at my thumbnails, pressed
them against one another, made
a pinkish crescent appear and
fade. The counselor kept talking.
He made suggestions. He wrote
down names and titles of books.
He was very kind.

I wish we had met a different
way,” he offered as I stood up.

“Me too,’ I said. I walked out
into the late afternoon sunlight,
where my friend awaited me. The
fog was spilling over Twin Peaks.
It would be cold.

‘“Well?”’ asked my friend.

‘“‘He gave me a list of books,”’
I said. *‘One is called Living with
AIDS.”’

We stopped for a moment, and
I idly observed my friend’s
bewildered face. I asked to be
taken home, and on the way I
stared at my thumbnails, and the
little pink crescents of blood just
underneath that somehow didn’t
feel like my blood anymore.

Many weeks have since passed.
In the opinions of my physician,
my counselor at the health foun-
dation, my therapist—all newly
formed, highly respected connec-
tions as a result of the infec-
tion—I contracted the virus
through that single contact with
Roberto on June 1. I have since
recovered my ‘‘health,”’ though
not the weight. I keep busy at
work. I have to keep busy.

I watch now, distanced, as my
emotions sweep over me like
waves on the beach: anger, fear,
pain, sadness. If I could believe
I contracted the virus at some
other time, some other place, it
would not alleviate these feelings,
but I think they’d be easier to
deal with. I replay that one eve-
ning over and over again in my
mind. It is all too easy to recall
that sense of nausea I felt when
I stood over the toilet bowl late in
the evening of June 1, staring at
an empty condom and making a
silent, unheeded ‘prayer as my
hand reached to learn the truth.
I’ve relived that feeling every day,
and ask again and again: Why?
Why, Roberto?

A gay man—one of ‘‘our own’’
—exploited my need—our need
—to be flattered, to be desired, to
simply be held—needs that seem
too frequently absent in the gay
community. This man, with his
dazzling teeth and attractive
body, played upon these desires,
but used his body as a lethal
weapon. He tried to murder me,
and ultimately may succeed.

Even if the wishes of my
friends and the medical commu-
nity come true, that someday
soon a wonder drug will stop or
erase the virus from my body, it
will not be able to restore to life
those pieces of me already silenc-
ed. My faith, my trust, my com-
passion seem to have fallen away,
scattered beyond reach like so
many dried leaves.

Last weekend I intended to go
to the supermarket. Instead, 1
passed it, and found myself upon
a beach just north of Santa Cruz.
I walked the endless strip of
deserted sand, watched the
seagulls wheel and call, then sat,
and watched the waves, one after
another. I made a silent plea: If
there is a God, speak to me now,
explain to me this cruelty; if there
is some manifest destiny, why this
course, why this event; if there is
something within myself, some
ancient spirit, allow me to under-
stand. I need to know why.

Is there an answer? There is ex-
istence, and non-existence, be-
tween which is a transition of
some kind, at some critical point.
But I don’t know when that tran-
sition occurs. Is it now? Or to
follow? Is it self-inflicted, or at
the hands of fate and a stranger?
Is there no explanation? I waited
for an answer, and found none. I
watched the waves: each differ-
ent, but similarly swelling with
life and cresting; each leaving
with a whisper.

I tell my story in the hopes that
this will not happen to you, that
you, in some way, might guard
against something so in-
conceivable, so cruel, so
unanswerable. I must remind you
as | must remind myself: this is
not a work of fiction.

This is truth. v
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AIDS activists block traffic on Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House. Eighty people

were arrested.

(Photo: Patsy Lynch)

important.”’

Cleve Jones, executive director
of the Names Project, began the
day by addressing the National In-
stitute of Health.

““Today, we have everything we
need to defeat AIDS: the institu-
tions, the knowledge, the
resources. All we lack is leadership
from the White House and from

Congress,” Jones said.
After completing his speech

(Continued from page 1)

The activists, who sat in the
street for about five minutes before
being taken away, were charged
with blocking traffic, a minor vio-
lation, paid a fine and were

released shortly afterward.

““There was a very strong sense
that you were there because that
was the only place you could be,”
said Pat Christen, executive direc-

sylvania Avenue.

g);uth:t};gn.b??’r::: :/lxsacsoa ;?ast Jones announced he planned to be o

deal of warmth, of sharing a small arrested in the civil disobedience These [AIDS] organizations are
piece of history by being arrested. at the White House, to the surprise  ¢he fronine in this country’s re-
These people felt they absolutely of those in attendance. sponse to AIDS,” Vaid said.
had no choice. We all felt we were Paul Boneberg, executive direc-  ““Itis a line that has been paid for,
part of something that was very tor of Mobilization Against AIDS ~ cared for, nurtured, not by the

began his day at a Washington
church where people were being
briefed on civil disobedience. He
later addressed a rally in Lafayette
Park across from the White House

before joining protesters in Penn-

Opening the rally, Urvashi
Vaid, executive director of the Na-
tional Lesbian and Gay Task
Force, welcomed the crowd to

“the world capital of AIDS ne-

AIDS activist Paul Boneberg addresses rally at Lafayette Park
in Washington on Dec. 1.

(Photo: Patsy Lynch)

Christmas Ornaments and Decorations
Holiday Gifts for Giving and Getting

2323 Market Street
Between Castro and Noe
Extended Hours ® 626-1460

Learn how to have HOT SAFE SEX. We are

a difference.

BROTHER, CAN YOU SPARE THE TIME?

Because we know you care, please contact:

74 New Montgomery, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 597-9137

“Love him...Love him

and let him love you.”
-James Baldwin

UCSF Prevention Sciences Group

FOR BLACK GAY & BISEXUAL MEN ONLY!

looking for Black Gay and Bisexual men who live in
San Francisco or the East Bay and who are between
the ages of 18 and 39 who want to join us in making

AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN’S HEALTH PROJECT

government, certainly not by this
administration, but by we, the
people of this country.”

“We marched into the street
and took over Pennsylvania Ave-
nue,” Boneberg said. ““We were in
front of the White House yelling
‘Shame, Shame, Shame. There
was a feeling of euphoria from the
moment we surged into the street
until the moment we got out of jail.

“That was very energizing,” he
said. ““It was sort of a reality check.
People were invited from all over
the United States, but only 76 were
willing to get arrested. There were
cheers as each person came into
the cell. At one point a guard came
in and said to stop singing ‘so you
can hear your number’ called.”

““Next year I would like to see
1,000 people be arrested in front
of the White House,” Boneberg

said.

An AIDS activist is carried away by District of Columbia police.
(Photo: Patsy Lynch)

*“] think the reason we did it is
we had no option,” Christen said.
“In the next 12 to 18 months the
number of people with AIDS will
double. The San Francisco com-
munity cannot be expected to
continue to carry the fiscal burden
on their backs.

“I think it is unusual for the ex-
ecutive directors of these very large
AIDS organizations to block traf-
fic and get themselves arrested,”
Christen said. ‘I think it says we
are very serious about the level of
crisis we are entering into, that this
isn’t just lip service. We need the
president to respond to the trage-
dy that it is”’

A day before the demonstration
the Bush White House issued a
statement calling the activists
demonstration a ‘‘commemora-

(Continued on Page 2])
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Disrupts Conference

at Vatican

by Rex Wockner

A British priest with AIDS
disrupted November’s Vatican
AIDS conference by jumping up
and proclaiming, ‘I am living
with AIDS and I have no voice at
this conference,’ according to
Capital Gay, a London news-
paper.

Fr. John White reportedly held
a banner reading ‘‘The Church
has AIDS;’ while staging his one-
man zap. He later told reporters
that the Vatican ‘‘stage-
managed’’ the conference to
deny anyone with HIV an oppor-
tunity to speak.

“‘Dressed as I was in priest’s
robes,” White told Capital Gay,
they had to deal with AIDS as a
problem which affects the people
of God. I had hoped that my ac-
tions wouldn’t be necessary, but
the conference was so op-
pressive.”’

White was reportedly seized by
Vatican guards, who took away
his conference pass and expelled
him from the building.

But other delegates promptly
circulated a petition to protest his
ouster and, following a one-man,
five-hour vigil outside the
building, White was invited back
by conference President Arch-
bishop Fiorenzo Angelini.

During the vigil, dozens of del-
egates reportedly came out and
congratulated White for his ac-
tion.

The Italian version of ACT UP
scheduled a zap of the Vatican
conference to protest White’s
treatment, but later cancelled the
demonstration for fear of offend-
ing Pope John Paul I, according
to the British reports.

Meanwhile, delegates to the
confab adopted wholesale some
of the conservative statements
from a new US bishop’s docu-
ment that was hammered out
during their November meeting
in Baltimore.

Official Roman Catholic
teaching allows for sexual expres-
sion only in heterosexual mar-
riages and demands that every
sexual act must be open to the
possibility of procreation.

Condom use, even for married
heterosexuals, is thus forbidden,
even for disease prevention, be-
cause the rubber would prevent
the sperm from possibly making
contact with the egg. Masturba-
tion and oral sex to orgasm are

similarly forbidden, even for!

spouses.

The only approved form of
birth control for Catholics,
“‘natural family planning,’ re-
quires a woman to chart her
menstrual cycle on a calendar
and regularly check the con-
sistency of her vaginal mucous.

Previously known as the
“‘rhythm method,’ the system is
supposed to let a married couple
know which days of the month
the woman is fertile.

Condom use among Catholic
homosexuals is prohibited be-
cause sex of any type among
Catholic homosexuals is pro-
hibited.

Theologians have not yet ad-
dressed the issue of whether a
gay man using a condom com-
pounds his sin or commits more
than one sin simultaneously. ¥

Episcopal Church property.

denomination.

deputy to the Episcopal Church’

Religion Briefs
Gays in Holocaust Acknowledged

“Those who hate you, hate me,” Nobel Peace Prize Winner Elie
Wiesel told an audience of lesbians and gays and their supporters
at the Eighth Annual Human Rights Campaign Fund Dinner earlier
this month in New York. The noted scholar of the Holocaust was
awarded HRCF’s Humanitarian of the Year award. In his remarks,
Wiesel recounted the shared experiences of the Jewish and gay com-
munities in Nazi death camps, stating that he had seen gays “'in those
places of darkness, silence and fire”” In a New York Times article
writer Richard Plant noted that HRCF’s dinner ‘‘marked a special
day. . . for the first time in 50 years, the gay community and the Jewish
community shared the pain of their memories.” v

‘Episcopals Elect Gay to Policy Board

The Episcopal Diocese of Rochester has elected the first openly gay
s highest policy making body, the
General Convention. Bruce Colburn, chair of the Diocesan
Homophile Commission and immediate past Northeast regional vice
president of Integrity, the national lesbian and gay ministry of.the
Episcopal Church, was elected. Colburn is project director of Families
of the Incarcerated, a project of the Rochester Interfaith Jail Ministry.
He previously served as an Alternate Deputy to General Convention
in 1988, and is on the Vestry (governing board) of his parish, St. Luke
and St. Simon’s, Rochester. The Diocese of Rochester has long been
one of the most welcoming in the Episcopal Church to lesbians and
gays. The joint Rochester chapter of Integrity and Dignity was formed
at the initiation of a previous bishop, and has met ever since on

Gay Elected to Church Group Board

The first openly gay man to be ordained in a mainline Protestant
denomination in the United States has been elected as program sec-.

of the United Church Board tor Homeland Ministries. The Rev.
Bill Johnson of the United Church of Christ will assume the posi-
tion of secretary for AIDS Programs and Ministries Coordination on
Jan. 1. He was elected by unanimous vote upon recommendation by

Dr. Charles Shelby Rooks, UCBHM executive vice president. Af}er
coming out publicly during his senior year at Berkeley’s Pacific
School of Religion in 1970, Johnson was ordained to Christian
ministry in 1972, the first such occurrence in a mainline Protestant

v
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as Censures Dallas Judge

Because of Anti-Gay Remark

by Rex Wockner

The Dallas Judge who told the
media last December that he gave
a murderer a lighter sentence be-
cause the victims were “‘queers”
was publicly censured Nov. 27 by
the Texas State Commission on Ju-
dicial Conduct.

On Dec. 15, 1988, following the
sentencing of 18-year-old Richard
Lee Bednarski to 30 years in pris-
on for the homophobic murders of
Tommy Lee Trimble, 34, and John
Lloyd Griffin, 27, District Court
Judge Morris Jackson Hampton
told a reporter for the Dallas
Times Herald:

“These two gays that got killed
wouldn’t have been killed if they
hadn’t been cruising the streets
picking up teenage boys... I don’t
much care for queers cruising the
streets picking up teenage boys.
I've got a teenage boy... Some
murder victims are less innocent
in their deaths than others. In
those cases, a defendant is unlikely
to deserve a maximum sentence. ..
I put prostitutes and gays at about
the same level. If these boys had
picked up two prostitutes and tak-
en them to the woods and killed
them, I'd consider that a similar
case.

In censuring Hampton, the
state wrote that his comments had
been ““‘destructive of public confi-
dence in the integrity and impar-
tiality of the judiciary [because]
the public reacted to this judge’s

comments with disbelief, abhor-
rence and indignation. The hostil-
ity and distrust generated by this
judge’s irresponsible statements,”
the state continued, ‘‘created an
additional burden for the entire ju-
diciary.”

The censure was praised by
New York’s Gay & Lesbian Alh-
ance Against Defamation. Execu-
tive Director Craig Davidson, said,
“it demonstrates that, in the eyes
of the court system, a gay life is
worth just as much as a straight

life.”

But the president of the Dallas
Gay Alliance, William Waybourn,
called the censure “‘merely a slap
on the wrist.

“We're going to continue to
push for the removal of Judge
Hampton from the bench,” Way-
bourn said. ““If he’s been found
guilty of being biased, why is he
still a judge? It’s a cloud hanging
over the entire Texas judiciary.”

In a statement to the press,

Hampton’s lawyers specifically
blamed the Dallas Gay Alliance
and the American Civil Liberties
Union for Hampton’s censure,
charging that the commission
“must have succumbed to pres-
sure... from uninformed special
interest groups.”

Bednarski murdered Trimble
and Griffin last Nov. 19 after they
picked him up in the cruisy Oak
Lawn neighborhood and were
forced at gunpoint to drive to a
secluded park. Trial testimony
showed that Bednarski ordered
them to strip and then placed the
gun in Trimble’s mouth and pulled
the trigger.

When Griffin was not killed by
the first shot and attempted to
crawl away, Bednarski stepped on
his leg and pulled the trigger
again.

Bednarski will be eligible for pa-
role in 1996. v
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GLASS, ALUMINUM,
NEWSPAPERS

PROCEEDS GO TO
AIDS FOUNDATION
& SHANTI PROJECT
INFORMATION 554-6193

SF RECYCLING PROGRAM

Trust your instincts.

trust your instincts and let The Gay

you to the right people.

one-on-one to other gay men. Or, with

those messages that interest you.
THE GAY
CONNECTION™

Only 89 per minute. Probability of matching varies.

GAY
SELECTIONS ™

Only 98¢ per minute.

Must be 18 years or older. © Jartel, Inc., 1989

thn it comes to meeting new friends,

Connection and Gay Selections introduce

With The Gay Connection, talk privately

Gay Selections, listen to a dozen or more
“voice personal” messages, then respond to
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1-900-844-3700
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Fetal Tissue esearch Ban
Disturbing to AIDS Activists

by Cliff O’Neill

In the wake of a recently an-
nounced federal ban on fetal
tissue research, AIDS and legal
activists are now carefully ex-
amining connections between
the controversial research and
the search for a cure for AIDS in
contemplating a legal challenge
to the prohibition.

The increased attention to the
issue came after an announce-
ment earlier this month by Sec-
retary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Louis Sullivan that the Na-
tional Institutes of Health will
now be banned from engaging in
research using fetal tissue.

In making permanent an
18-month moratorium on fetal
tissue research imposed last year,
in a letter to the director of the
NIH, Sullivan said the possibili-
ty that fetal research could en-
courage abortions outweighed
the possible benefits from such
research.

“[After] carefully reviewing all
of the materials,’ wrote Sullivan,
] am persuaded that one must
accept the likelihood that permit-
ting the human fetal research at
issue will increase the incidence
of abortion across the country.”’

In making his decision,
Sullivan, who has historically
avoided making any decisions on
the issue, passed the decision-
making responsibility to Under-
secretary of Health James

Mason, a staunchly anti-abortion
Utah Mormon.

““This is a moral issue,” Mason
said at a Nov. 1 press conference
announcing the decision. ‘‘I'm
concerned that there could be a
clear perception on the part of
many that their government is
encouraging or promoting abor-
tion.’

The HHS decision to clamp
down on the cutting-edge
research has raised the ire of
medical researchers and AIDS
activists alike, who have reacted
with dismay.

“The whole idea that fetal
research encourages abortions is
sort of like saying the use of
cadavers is encouraging
murders.’ stated Greg King,
communications director for the
Human Rights Campaign Fund.

I don’t see anyone complain-
ing about that. So the whole idea
of it being a potential human
life—if they believe life begins at
conception—has no relationship
to the scientific research. I don’t
think any reasonable person op-
poses appropriate restrictions on
research, but those aren’t even
being discussed. What they’re
doing is cutting off all research.
And when you do that it only
sends the research overseas.”’

Fetal tissue research, now gain-
ing heightened attention from
scientists, involves the use of

aborted human fetuses to treat a
myriad of illnesses, ranging from
Parkinson’s disease to birth
defects.

Because fetal cells have pro-
perties which are much more
adaptable than adult cells, in-
vestigators have been looking
into transplanting fetal cells into
adult bodies to replace damaged
or diseased cells.

Presently, there is no federal-
ly financed AIDS research under-
way involving fetal tissue, accord-
ing to congressional sources
working closely on the fetal
research issue.

Although such research into
AIDS is, at this point, theoretical,
the National Organizations
Responding to AIDS coalition
lists ‘‘necessary research using
animals, fetal tissue and recom-
binant DNA with appropriate
safety and ethical guidelines’ as
priority issues deserving sup-
port.

Adding to the concern that the
ban, which applies to any medi-
cal research using federal funds,
could hamper AIDS research are
recent comments made by Dr.
Anthony Fauci, director of the
National Institute for Allergies
and Infectious Diseases, at a re-
cent meeting with AIDS activists.

Addressing the Treatment and
Data Committee of the New York
(Continued on page 17)

DO YOU
HAVE WARTS?

Study being held at the of-
fice of Dr. Marcus Conant. Sub-
iects needed to participate in the
study of a new experimental
treatment for anal-genital warts.

No charge for clinic visits and
wart treatment. Males with exter-
nal warts present for at least 6
months are needed.

For further information and to
determine if you qualify to par-
ticipate in the study, please call:
The Research Office
(415) 923-0222

‘Some AIDS Funds Reinstated

National Briefs f

assed in the final hours of the 1989

A mise budget package p
A o Olst Congress einsates some, butnotall AIDS dollars
cutinOctoberhytheautomaticGramm-Rudman budget ax. The bud-

et reconciliation bill with the use of several accounting *gimn icks”
vgvil! lessen the federal deficit to $106.9 billion. The will now
i -board budget cuts that went mto

effect Oct. 15 when Congress had not yet passed a budget reduction
bill by the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings deadline. However, as a conces-
sion to the Bush administration position, Congress will allow the
remain in effect until February.

automatic “‘sequester’’ cuts to
Previously, most AIDS spending had been exempted from the bud-

get wtsThisyeanhwer,theymmsubjecwdmdzememmgﬁc
5 percent reductions as were most all other federal programs, resulting
n an $80 million cut from 1990’ $1.6 billion AIDS budget. The AIDS

tcutswﬁlmulthtaﬁnxl%Omﬂﬁon‘losgf{mntheor@nal
budget. As with the original cuts, all agencies receiving federal AIDS
funding—the Food and Drug Administration, the National Institutes
for Health and the Centers for Disease Control, among others—will

be directed to cut their budgets by the same percentage wherever
they can. —Cliff O’Neill—

ACT UP Targets St. Patrick’s

ACT UP protesters plan to surround St. Patrick’s Cathedral with a
moving picket line and risk arrest on the morning of Sunday, Dec.
10 at 9:30 a.m. The gathering called STOP THE CHURCH will
challenge Cardinal O’Connor and the Catholic Church hierarchy for
their interference in public policy concerning AIDS and abortion.
In addition, supporters of the demonstration will gain access to the
church interior and create a civil disobedience action. A series of con-
troversial and eolorful posters, costumes and displays will highlight
this major event. The church has not released any official statement
regarding the upcoming demonstration.

Gay Rights Battle in Chicago School

A six-month fight to add protections for gays and leshians to a sur-
burban Chicago high school anti-discrimination policy continues to
escalate as fundamentalist Christians face-off against a united front
of community groups and school organizations. The controversy at
Oak Park-River Forest High School began in June when the school
board decided to add the phrase ‘‘sexual orientation’ to its human
dignity policy. Six months and three re-writes later the Christians re-
main outraged while much of the rest of Oak Park has come together
to urge the policy’s adoption. Supporters include mainstream church-
es, city government, and a host of school groups such as the Citizens’
Advisory Committee, the Parents Human Relations Adyvisory Com-
mittee, the ParentTeacher Organization, the Faculty Senate and the
Student Council. Both the senior class president and the president
of the Student Council have publicly lobbied for the measure. The
Christians, meanwhile, staged two postal and newspaper blitzes con-
taining detailed descriptions of homosexual love-making and a list
of pro-gay moves they fear will follow the policy’s adoption. Among
much else, the Christians anticipate a gay prom, a gay awareness
month and a gay studies curriculum. The school board is again set
to vote on the measure Dec. 16. It is expected to pass unanimously,
Wilson said, barring any unforeseen blow-ups in the interim.
—Rex Wockner—

Panel Eyes Security Clearance Policy

Two congressional subcommittees recently held a joint hearing to ex-
amine procedures governing the granting of national security
clearances to gay men and lesbians who work on sensitive govern-
ment projects. The hearing testimony “highlighted” disturbing and
pervasive discrimination agat gays and lesbians in the security clear-
ance process,” said U.S. Rep. Gerry Studds (D-Mass.). ““Gay clearance
applicants are subjected to disparately intensive scrutiny and exten-
sive processing, as contrasted to other applicants,” said Dr. Franklin
Kameny, a long-time gay activist with extensive experience in security
clearance procedures before agencies ranging from the Central In-
telligence Agency to the Department of Agriculture. *“Agencies engage
in transparently pretextual efforts to get rid of gay men and lesbians
without direct utilization of allegations of homosexuality,” he said. Gov-
ernment agencies are not obligated to disclose reasons for clearance
denials if they deem such disclosure “‘detrimental to national security.”
Several witnesses at the hearing argued that agencies routinely
deny or revoke security clearances solely on the basis of homosexuality.
The Department of Justice has filed briefs in two court cases that
argue for the power to institute an across-the-board denial of all security
clearances to all homosexuals. The House Subcommittees on Civil
and Constitutional Rights and on Civil Service will continue hear-
ings on related questions in the coming months. v

Wellcome Funding Sexuality Survey

Wellcome, the British durg company that AIDS activists say over-
charges for the anti-HIV drug AZT, has provided $1.5 million to fund
a comprehensive British survey of human sexual behavior. The
survey—the first of its kind since Alfred Kinsey’s landmark study in
1948—had been nixed by Britain’s Conservative government because
Prime lli!.tingr-nngaret'!‘!mﬁcherfehthe questions would be “‘an
WMWW’:WR@’M@WM
Trust, a charity which owns 75 percent of Wellcome, PLC (known as.
Burroughs Welcome in the US) quickly approved the funding when
a.pproacbed by the survey’s steering committee. Known as the ‘‘Na-
tional Survey of Sexual Behaviour,’ the two-year project will ques-
tion 20,000 adults between ages 16 and 59. According to Capital Gay,
aLn‘nd.ong:ynewapapen“oncethesuneyiwompleteitwillrepkce
the Kmsgylleport’athemoaeomprehemive study of human sex-
udbehm}nd,s]‘hﬁchermuyhmmspected,itwiﬁmalm
about sexuality, abuse and ‘deviancy” which some people would prefer
to keep buried”’ v
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by Rex Wockner

““Thailand is sitting on an
AIDS time bomb.”’ according to

British writer Peter Tatchell,

who visited Bangkok this fall.

“It’s the world’s leading
center for sex tourism,” Tatchell
said, ‘‘and also has a massive
drug problem arising from the
production of heroin in the
‘Golden Triangle’ in the nor-
thwest section of the country.

Thailand reportedly has
200,000 women and 5,000 men
employed in the sex industry,
which caters mostly to foreigners
who visit specifically for cheap,
abundant sex.

And while many Westerners
have in fact taught Thai pro-
stitutes about safe sex, a
measurable percentage of Euro-
peans still go to the country to in-
dulge in dangerous sexual prac-
tices, according to gay activist
Natee Teerarojjanapongs.

Most problematic at present,
however, are rich Thais, South
Koreans, Malaysians and other
Asians who know very little about
safer sex, Teerarojjanapongs
said.

In March of this year, Teeraro-
jjanapongs founded the Fraterni-
ty for AIDS Cessation in
Thailand.

““Our first initiative,” he told
Tatchell was to get the sauna

Fetal Tissue

(Continued from page 16)

AIDS Coalition To Unleash
Power Oct. 19, Fauci suggested
that fetal liver transplantation
may be the key to finding an
eventual cure for HIV, the virus
believed to cause AIDS.

Noting research into ‘‘triple
negative cells’” which is current-
ly underway at Duke University,
Fauci stated that the outcome of
such research may indicate a
need to delve into AIDS research
using fetal tissue.

“If it comes to that,’ Fauci
said, ““then I think there really
has to be some very serious
pressure aboui {fetal research].”

When asked abunt the Bush
administration’s staunch opposi-
tion to abortion and, conse¢uent-
ly, fetal research, Fauci told the
AIDS activists they would do well
to direct pressure on that front,
saying, *‘I need support. I don’t
operate in a vacuum.”’

Based on Fauci’s comments,
AIDS activists are now in-
vestigating the possible connec-
tions between AIDS and fetal
research.

Speaking in the Nov. 3 issue of
New York Newsday, Fauci called
the attention to his comments
“‘much-to-do about nothing,” ad-
ding that he is not conducting
fetal thymic gland research and
that his comments were
“‘speculative.”’

Responding to Fauci’s com-
ments, however, ACT UP/NY. has
made fetal tissue work a top
priority item and has pledged to
push for such research in
reconstituting immune system
function.

Whatever the outcome of the
possible connection between
AIDS and fetal research, however,
all legal contacts suggested a
legal challenge would be in-
vestigated, citing the un-
precedented limit on scientific
research by the government. V¥

 NATIONAL & WORLD NEWS
Thailand’s Sex Industry: An
Armed ‘AIDS Time Bomb’

owners’ agreement to conduct
anonymous HIV tests on their
premises so we can discover the  a customer requests.
true scale of HIV infection in the
gay male population.

“‘Following liaisons with the
government’s STD clinics,”’
Teerarojjanapongs continued,
‘“‘we got them to provide the
medical staff with HIV test kits..,
It will give us a more accurate
picture of the spread of HIV and
enable us to target public educa-
tion more effectively.

Teerarojjanapongs, a dancer,
also formed the *‘Purple String”’
dance troupe, which tours gay
bars to educate sex workers. The
health ministry recently took
Teerarojjanapongs on as a con-

But a number of obstacles
stand in the way of Thai AIDS
educators. Foremost are the Bud-
dhist teaching to accept one’s
fate, the social custom of
deference to one’s economic

superiors, and the expectation
that a prostitute will do whatever

““There is also fear among the
prostitutes,” Teerarojjanapongs
said, ‘‘that if they insist on safer
sex, they might lose their
customers... There is a lot of com-
petition for clients [and] thisis a
real disincentive to safer sex.

Following the direct involve-
ment this year by the Thai royal
family in the person of Princess
Chulabhorn, the government set
up 29 mobile AIDS units “to
educate the public, test for the
virus and investigate its source,”
according to a spokesman.

To date, the government has
acknowledged 30 cases of AIDS,
100 diagnoses of ARC and about
10,000 cases of HIV infection.

In the meantime, Teeraroj-
janapongs has appealed for help
from the gay movement in the

Gay, Lesbian Activists
Chart Change for ‘90s

by Cliff O’Neil

More than 500 gay and lesbian One central focus of the
activists descended upon the  Veteran’s Day weekend con-
Bethesda, Md. Holiday Inn over  ference weekend was the Defense
Veteran’s Day weekend with a  Department’s policy exclusion of
singular vision in mind: creating lesbians and gay men from
change. Attending the National  military service.

Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s se-
cond annual ““Creating Change”
Conference, in a wide array of
workshops, the collection of na-
tional executive directors and

Sgt. Perry Watkins, defendant
in an ongoing case that seeks to
rescind the military’s anti-gay
policy, highlighted the issue in
local volunteers tried to learn his keynote afidress. Te'llmg his
how to do just that tale of being denied re-

g s _ enlistment in the Army in 1982

Participants dlscusseq their despite the Army’s knowing he
own tools. of change, whlc'h. in-  was gay for 15 years, Watkins
CI“defi direct action, political )/ derscored the relevance of his
lobbying and social pressure. At fight to the gay and lesbian move-
other workshops, some chose to  heny at Jar

ki ge.

more closely deal with issues fac-

ing the gay and lesbian move- The conference, a national gay
ment such as sexism, racism and  and lesbian leadership seminar
the de-gaying and re-gaying of for activists from across the na-
AIDS while yet others focused on  tion, was established as one of
community building matters  four agenda items coming out of
such as starting gay and lesbian  the ““War Conference;’ a 1988 ex-
campus groups and reaching out clusive retreat for 200 of the na-

" West. FACT particularly needs
safer sex posters, condoms and
money for a hotline, he said. ¥

to older gay men and lesbians. tion’s gay and lesbian activists. ¥

SIX GREAT
GAY VACATIONS

FROM $795°

CARIBBEAN

Miami, St Barts, St John, St Thomas, Puerto Plata

+ Feb. 18-25,'90
« Feb. 25-Mar. 4, '90
« Mar. 4-Mar 11, '%

YUCATAN

New Orleans, Key West, Playa del Carmen,

Cozumel
« March 10-17, '90

MEXICAN RIVIERA
San Diego, Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlan,

Cabo San Lucas
« March 24-31, '90

FRENCH CANADA

Call Your Travel Agent
ARCHER TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 415-362-8880

CAMPUS TRAVEL - call Phillip 415-753-1400
CHINA BASIN TRAVEL 415-777-4747
NORTHBRAE TRAVEL SERVICE - Jay 415-848-5410
NOW, VOYAGER - “Gay Travel Pros’ 415-626-1169
ORION TRAVEL - 563 Castro St 415-864-3233
PASSPORT TO LEISURE TRAVEL 415-621-8300
TRAVEL-ONE - 98 Battery St. 415-291-9133

Montrea!, Quebec, Portland, Provincetown, Philadelphia - A
i

R

_RETTRE

« June 30-July 7, '90
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Michael Kenneth
Marshall
1958-1989

Family and friends gathered together
to celebrate the life of Michael Marshall
at a memorial service Nov. 18 in his
hometown of Bakersfield, Calif.

Born Aug. 13, 1958, Mike made his
transition Nov. 9 at his home in San Fran-
cisco.

An avid fan of
Dionne Warwick,
Mike will also be
remembered for
his crazy humor
and compulsive
neatness. He also
loved cars. In his
31 years he owned
' 13 and test drove

thousands. His
favorite was a 1974 Caprice Classic con-
vertable. Driving with the top down, he
is best remembered putting the peddle
to the floor, doing his best Paul Lynde im-
pression, calling out, ‘‘See ya later, Sam-
my,” burning rubber in this “‘white tank.”

Michael loved his family and friends
and those who were most dear to him are
his mother and stepfather, Chuckie and
Wally Swan of Bakersfield, father and
stepmother and stepbrother, Dick and
Cec and Justin Marshall of Templeton,
Calif., brother Ronny Marshall of San
Francisco, grandmothers Pearl Wood and
Hazel Marshall, aunt and uncle Pat and
Ron Polk, cousins Kim Varley and Teri
Haberkern all of Bakersfield, best friend
John Baldor of San Francisco and many
other friends and family.

During Mike’s 214 year battle with
AIDS there were many people who helped
him along the way. His family and friends
would like to thank the staff of Davies
Medical Center OIS ward, Dr. Tobie
Dyner, and the staff of Visiting Nurses for
all their care and compassion. Most of all
to John Baldor, words can never express
the love and gratitude we feel. You will
always be a member of our family.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Mike’s
name can be sent to the AIDS Emergen-
cy Fund.

See ya later Big Bro, don’t forget to
walk Cleo and Tiny. Love, Baby Bro. ¥

DEATH/DYING
ISSUES:

Forming group on a
grassroots level of
persons with AIDS
searching for one’s

own truth—working
together—to face

death with courage

and dignity.
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Call David: 752-2646
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Ronald W. Brown
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-Roche Funeral Home
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Patrick Scott Reilly

Patrick’s move to San Francisco,
almost three years ago, gave an already
beautiful bird the freedom to fly. He was
born in El Paso,
Texas. He grew up
in Woodstock,
NY, lived in Flo-
rida and Boston,
then in San Anto-
nio, Texas, where
in 1984 he be-
came a registered
nurse.

In his work he
was dedicated
and compassionate. Besides his profes-
sion he was proud of staying away from
alcohol, with humor, for over 10 years,
and he was a strong supporter for many
in their sobriety. His last working ex-
perience was as an emergency room nurse
at Davies Medical Center.

Patrick was an avid collector of
beautiful things and a catalyst for
celebration, always ready to prowl the
second-hand stores for the right thing to
enhance the ‘‘uninterrupted in time”
fiesta, that was his home.

He was a romantic who identified
himself on many different levels: music
was the wings (for himself and the angels)
that gave atmosphere to his dreams and
fantasies.

Friends were the reflection of the prism
of himself, attracting us like butterflies
to his vibrant colors, becoming the sparkl-
ing emotions in his environment.

Love was a puzzle of a shattered mir-
ror, sometimes difficult to see the reali-
ty; and fear was a struggle with pain from
a difficult childhood.

In the last year he took a journey into
the past to heal himself from those things
that hurt and scared him the most.

Patrick’s art was the way he lived his
life, and above all else, Patrick was a
teacher and a student to us who saw his
spirit soar from light to darkness and
back, to become a shooting star, to en-
chant us, forever.

A remembrance will be held at Land’s
End on Sunday, Dec. 10, at 2 p.m. Please
meet at the parking lot. v

Randy Tucker
May 27, 1964-Oct. 29, 1989

Randy fought a two year battle with
AIDS. He will be remembered fondly by
his friends and family as someone who
was strong minded and caring.

Randy held strong opinions and beliefs
regarding politics, religion and basic
human values that we are all faced with
in society today. To his friends, Randy’s
life symbolizes the importance of main-
taining personal beliefs without becom-
ing unnecessarily influenced by others’
beliefs.

If Randy were the only one among a
group of people who thought contrary to
what he thought, he would stick to and
defend his beliefs.

Randy’s life taught us the importance
of maintaining a personal set of values
and reminds us that regardless of whether
one’s personal beliefs are different from
others, we are human beings sharing this
planet for a short period of time. The
most important achievement that we can
make is that we try to love one another un-
conditionally while we are here and
cherish the moment for what it brings.

A memorial service held by Randy’s
friends on Dec. 16, 3 p.m., at 3328 24th
St., San Francisco. For more information,
please call Stacy at 569-3859 or Nick at
647-4556. v

Joseph “Joey” C.
Mickelsen

Joseph Mickelsen passed into a
peaceful place on Nov. 15, after living ful-
ly for the five years since his diagnosis
with Kaposi’s sarcoma. he was 32 going
on 100.

Our Joey was
known for his out-
going personali-
ty, leaving no per-
son he met a
stranger. Equally
at home in a pent-
house on Fifth
Avenue, or a Sun-
day afternoon at
the Eagle, Joey
had a tremendous ability to master
whatever his interests were—from work-
ing under the hood of a Lincoln to
hosting black tie parties—a jack of all
trades and a true master of every effort.
His abilities, couples with his unending
desire to help whoever was in need, will
be selfishly missed by his huge family of
friends, father and three brothers.

Joey’s incredible desire to live with
AIDS is a testimonial to the power of
positive thinking. He was so good at liv-
ing life to the maximum that many found
it hard to believe he was actually ill! True
until the end, Joey surprised everyone
with his sudden transition.

Joey’s ashes will be released at sea out-
side the Golden Gate. Anyone wishing
further information may phone Thad at
567-8423.

Joey “my puppy;” you loved and spoil-
ed us one and all. v

Milton “Rusty” Vega
Sept. 21, 1960-Nov. 30, 1989

I would like to announce the passing
of Rusty Vega in the early morning hours
of Nov. 30. After months of suffering, he

Ay was at last, at
peace. No one
who knew Rusty
will ever forget
his wonderful
smile or sweet-
ness of soul, or
his genuine capa-
city to love the
good things inall
" he met and

overlook the bad.

I loved him very rr;uch.

There are people who cross our paths
in life who enrich and inspire us. Rusty
was one such as this. From his co-workers
and friends at the Gap, to his many
friends in New York, Los Angeles and San
Francisco he will remain truly respected
and will be sorely missed.

His honesty and sincerity came
through loud and clear in every human
interaction he had. His love of animals
and music bespoke a gentle nature and
loving heart.

Rest in peace, Rusty, and know that
your example will not go unheeded by
those of us who love you.

You will always live in my heart. —Sam
Coco.

Rusty’s friends will gather Dec. 12 in

remembrance of him. Please call
585-9070 for information.
Donations please to Shanti. v

Orlando Garcia

Orlando died on Halloween at the peak
of his youth. he had just come through
a recovery program.

Orlando moved here from San Antonio,
Texas, more than
two years ago. He
explored many
identities, views
and visions in
+ this wonderful

city. He struggled
to overcome the
most difficult ob-
stacles: from Polk
Street to blue
chip cookies,
from drugs to so-
briety.

He believed in life and that it is what
we make it.

Orlando was the glitter, that made us
smile, a light that showered our settled
thoughts, a cherub that gave the purity
of the heart, and in loving himself gave
such positive energy that his spirit will
be with us forever.

There was a gathering of remembrance
at Buena Vista Park. v

David Dalton Filler
July 19, 1941 -Nov. 15, 1989

David was born and raised near
Oklahoma City and graduated from the
University of Oklahoma with a degree in
history.

For several years he lived in the Wash-
ington, D.C. area where he worked as a
computer programmer for the U.S.
government.

David moved to San Francisco in 1974
and was employ-
ed by the Bank of
America from
then until early
1989, when he re-
i\ tired, for health
reasons, as a
senior program
analyst.

For several
years David was
an active partner
in Moby Dick, a Castro institution. His
other interests included needlepoint,
arguing history and politics, and danc-
ing at the Rawhide.

David is survived by his mother, two
sisters, brother, and nieces and nephews
in Oklahoma, as well as numerous friends
in California, the East Coast and France. ¥

Lafo A. Malauulu
May 30, 1961 -Nov. 21, 1989
A letter to Lafo:

¢‘Lafo; What’s a Lafo?’’ the boss ask-
ed after I hired you at Macy’s all those
years ago. ““That’s his name.” (I replied)
““He fits our polyester blazer uniform,
what more do we need?”’ “Well, Tim,
you’re his supervisor now. He’d better
work out. ..’

I took a lot of kidding when you show-
ed up to work wearing roller skates, Elvis
sunglasses and carrying a boom box. I

o . don’t think I ever

b took you serious-

ly back then.

You took a lot
of pride in your
L job (clip-on tie
i and all) and you
| made me proud
" when you were
my first security
employee to re-
+ ceive a yellow
rose award for your efforts in customer
service.

Even when I moved on to other duties
you would track me down with one of your
corny jokes. You were always trying to
make people laugh, to belong, to be lov-
ed; and your childlike innocence showed
in your eyes.

Then one day I was told that you lost
your job and I knew that I had to do
something. . . Party! It was your 21st bir-
thday and I got the gang together for piz-
za and bowling. Remember you fell on
your buff; I never laughed so hard.

I know now (almost seven years later)
that this must have meant a lot to you for
when you looked me up last year and told
me that you were sick you asked me to
take care of things after you were gone.

Last night as I went through your
things I found the birthday card that the
gang all signed.

I’'m glad that I had the chance to know
you better this last year and to be with you
when you passed to a better place. Just
in case you did not hear me I want to let
you know that you have taught me more
about life than I have ever known; and you
have done far more for me than I have
ever done for you.

We all love you and wish you peace.
““What is Lafo? Lafo is Life, Laughter &
love.” ‘‘Hey gang it’s time for a party!
Let’s get together to remember our bud-
dy.” Call Tim 821-0545. v

Ronald Francis

Ronald Francis departed on Oct. 27
(after a brief illness). He was born and
lived the first 25
years of his life in
. New York City.

He came to
San Francisco in
1971, where he
found his new
home. Ron is sur-
vived by his
. mother, Dorothy,
his sister, Gloria,
and family and
Jack, his lover and close companion for
the past 20 years. He will be greatly miss-
ed by his family and all the friends he
made.

Though Ron had moved to Walnut
Creek, he still found time to visit his
beloved San Francisco. Ron was an outgo-
ing and caring person and brought a ray
of sunshine wherever he went. No place
remained dull in Ron’s presence. He lov-
ed people and was always doing his most
to make the life of others as happy as his.

Ron wished for a yacht memorial scat-
tering of the ashes sea interment near the
Golden Gate. The Neptune Society pro-
vides such a service. Those friends who
would like to remember Ron and be a part
of this final request, please contact Jack
D. Leaverton, 154-3 Roxanne Ct., Walnut
Creek, CA 94596, (415) 945-1472. V¥

Wilson Gonzales
July 7, 1952-Nov. 19, 1989

Wilson passed on peacefully at home
after a long and courageous struggle with
AIDS. He went on his journey with his
partner and love of five years, Al Rhodes,
at his side.

; Wilson will always be remembered for
his outgoing personality and love of life.

He is survived by his partner, Al
Rhodes, his best friend, Joseph Arcario,
and the following members of his fami-
ly: sisters Liz, Becky, Esther, Ruth and
Lydia, and brothers Abe, Sammy and
Nehmi.

Many thanks to the constant love and
care provided by Coming Home Hospice.
Until we meet again, Kid. —Love, AL W

John Brendon Pratley
July 19, 1939-Nov. 21, 1989

John Brendon Pratley died on Nov. 21
at the Royal Perth Hospital in Australia.
d A longtime San
_ Francisco resi-
~ dent, he returned
to Perth early this
year in the latter
months of his bat-
tle with AIDS.

At his death he
was literally sur-
rounded by his
family: his lover,
Ted Printz of San
Francisco, his father, stepmother, three
sisters and their husbands, his brother,
nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and grand-
nephew, as well as longtime friends
Marilyn, Jo, Barrie and Ken, and cherish-
ed volunteers.

During the *80s John was well known
in San Francisco. He was a member of
San Francisco Gay Tennis Federation, a
proud gold medal winner in both Gay
(Olympic) Games, a former Mr. San Fran-
cisco Eagle, and a participant in the In-
ternational Mr. Leather competition.

John lived a life of simplicity. He was
loved. He loved. He is missed, remember-
ed and celebrated by many. Contributions
in his name can be made to the Western
Australia AIDS Council (Inc.), G.P.O. Box
T1872, Perth, Australia, 6001, or PAWS
of San Francisco. v

Leo Cuva

Well known for his high energy ex-
uberance, generous heart, corny jokes,
opinions on every subject and incredible
tidiness, Leo passed away, without warn-
ing, Nov. 29, from a severe asthma attack.

Known by thousands and beloved by
hundreds, Leo is
survived by his
parents, Rose and
Paul, siblings Jo-
sephine and Joe.

Leo’s San
Francisco family
of friends are sure
that he is dancing
and laughing
with Michael at
last.

Please send donations to the Shanti
Project. v

Robert Merritt
Almstead

San Francisco Police Officer Robert
Merritt Almstead died Saturday, Nov. 25,
at Veterans Administration Hospital, after
a valiant battle with medical complica-
tions due to AIDS. He would have been
38 on Nov. 29.

Born at Fort Clayton, U.S. Army
Hospital, in the Canal Zone, Panama, Mr.
Almstead was the outstanding graduate
of Balboa High School, Canal Zone in
1970, and attended the Citadel, Charle-
ston, South Carolina, and West Point
Military Academy after appointment by
President Richard Nixon.

He is survived by his parents, Lastenia
Elisa Guevara de Almstead and Major
George Merritt Almstead, U.S. Army,
retired, a sister Laine Almstead Quinn,
and two nieces, all of Charleston.

In his beloved adopted home of San
Francisco, the surviving family includes
his lover and companion of five years,
James Jordan Haight, Raymond LeRoy
and Mary Ellen Jordan Haight, David
and Wanda Haight, John and Joanne
Haight and Raymond L. and Betty
Haight.

In 1981 Robert Almstead was the first
openly acknowledged gay person to be
hired by the Washington, D.C., Police
Department, where he served with
distinction on presidential and mayoral
protective forces, and as the liaison for
Spanish speaking residents of the
District.

Prior to joining the D.C. Police Depart-
ment, Mr. Almstead served in the U.S.
Army Intelligence Unit, and worked for
the Organization of American States in
Washington, D.C., and for the Drug En-
forcement Administration in Miami, Fla.

In 1984 Mr. Almstead moved to San
Francisco, and in June 1985 became a
member of the San Francisco Police
Department, serving in the Potrero
District and on the Vice Squad.

Mr. Almstead was also a noted sculptor
in clay. His works are part of the Hun-
tington Block Collection and have been
displayed at galleries throughout
Maryland and Washington, D.C.

Both the Almstead and Haight families
have requested memorial gifts to Open
Hand, San Francisco. Private internment
will be at the Presidio. v

James J. Darling

James J. Darling died in San Francisco,
Dec. 2, 1989. He was the son of Emmie
Darling, of Chicago, brother of Jeannette
Johnson, of Chicago, and Curt Darling,
of Xenia, Ill., uncle of Dori Johnson; a
native of Chicago; a past employee of
United Airlines; aged 38 years.

Friends are invited to attend a
memorial service on Saturday, Dec.9 at
10:30 a.m. at 326 Sanchez St. Contribu-
tions to Visiting Nurses & Hospice, PO.
Box 7999, SF 94120, or the Shanti Pro-
ject, 525 Howard St., SF 94105 are
preferred. v

Merrill Anderson

Merrill Marva Anderson, 41, died Fri-
day, Sept. 15, at the home of his sister in
Pleasant Grove.

He was born July 1, 1948, in Provo,
Utah, to Marva L. and Betty Christensen
Anderson.

He attended Provo schools and was a
member of the LDS Church. He lived in
San Francisco for 22 years and worked as
a bellman in the Four Seasons Cliff Hotel
for eight years. He was presently

employed at Utah Valley Regional
Medical Center.

He is survived by his mother in Provo;
three brothers and two sisters, Garth
Anderson of Provo; Gerald Anderson of
Orem; Marilyn Wright of Pleasant Grove
and Arlene Colledge of Lehi. v

If You Haven’t Taken the HIV

R. Robbie Robinson

On Nov. 24 R. Robbie Robinson pass-
ed away at home peacefully, with his lov-
ed ones around him, after a two and a half
year struggle with AIDS. He will always
be remembered for his unforgettable
hugs, great sense of humor and the love
and compassion he so freely gave to all
who came into his
life.

Robbie was
born Nov. 20,
1956 in Santa
Barbara, Calif.,
but was raised
and lived most of
his life in San
Francisco. He
earned his cos-

i metology license
in 1976 and worked at The Hair Co. on
Polk Street, where he met many of his
friends.

Robbie is survived by his sister, Mary
“Lynnie’’ Quaglia, and her husband,
Don of Lompos, lover Jameo Saunders,
nephew Raymond Fraters of Alameda,
dear friends Paulo Anderson, T’An
Mirabella and Leonard Pescheta Jr. and
.s0 very many other good and loving
friends. He will be greatly missed and
always loved, for he brought sunshine and
laughter to all he knew.

Special thanks to Dr. Katherine Weiser,
Sue Clemenete of Quan Yin, Hospice,
and the Visiting Nurses Association.

A Post Birthday Memorial Party will be
held, please call Jameo at Robbie’s home
phone number for details.

In lieu of flowers we are requesting
donations be made in Robbie’s name to:
Visiting Nurses & Hospice of San Fran-
cisco, 1390 Market St., Suite 510, San
Francisco, CA 9410Z. v

Charles “C.).”
Kominek

On Nov. 22 C.J. passed from this ear-
thly plane to a higher existence.

As a native of Michigan he began his
travels early in
life as an ex-
change student to
Mexico. During
his years after
high school he
lived, studied and
taught in Eng-
land, Germany
and spain. With
his knowledge of
languages and
his desire to see
the world he entered the travel industry
as an agent. His understanding of the
computer led to his being called ““Dr.
Apollo’’ among many of his friends. His
last five years were spent with United Air
Lines helping passengers and travel
agents. His sense of humor and wit have
charmed friends, co-workers and clients
alike.

C.J. is survived by his lover, Michael
Graves; his parents, Charles and Marge;
his sister, Carol, her husband, Ralph, and
his nephew, Robbie.

A Mass was offered on what would have
been his 37th birthday, Nov. 25.

Antibody Test...

Donations in C.J's memory can be
made to Visiting Nurses and Hospice of
San Francisco, Shanti or Kairos House. v

Stephen B. Marcus
Aug. 29, 1940-Dec. 3, 1989

In San Francisco our dear friend
Stephen went to wander the flower-laden
grassy hillsides of
his  paradise
where he said he
would be waiting
by the right side
of the gate to wel-
come us who will
follow.

Stephen was a
well-known San
Francisco Bay
Area landscape
designer and contractor, the loving father
of Lucy and Jason, the devoted son of
Rose and brother of Sharon and Shelly,
the special partner of Jack and the in-
tense and wonderful friend of many. He
loved all children including the child
within himself.

Born in St. Louis, Mo., he graduated
from Washington University with degrees
in art history and architecture and later
earned his masters in landscape architec-
ture at U.C. Berkeley. Stephen served in
the Peace Corps in Colombia and more
recently as a member of the Partners of
the Americas Earthquake Task Force in
Mexico City. In San Francisco, he was an
active early board member of the Friends
of the Urban Forest and participated in
many street tree plantings.

Passionate world traveler and explorer,

avid gardener and plant expert, talented
cook, intense environmentalist, an-

thropology and archaeology buff and
devoted pet owner, Stephen will not be
replaced. His death from AIDS has
lessened our community and added to the
dreadful cost of the epidemic.

Donations in Stephen’s memory are
preferred to the Stephen Marcus Fund of
S.F. Friends of the Urban Forest, 512 Se-
cond St., 4th floor, S.F. 94107. v

Richard Zidell

It’s difficult to write an obituary for so-
meone who is beyond description. A thou-
sand words would not be enough. A photo
graph, a painting, some poetry would on
ly be pieces that still couldn’t combine to
be Richard.

Gleaming white teeth, a patrician pro-

. sounds like a
Greek god, and
he was, yet with
all the human fra-
ilties that, rather
than disappoint,
caused us to love
him all the more
dearly.

I could give
you details. He
was 36 (a baby),
N N ] ® an incredible ar-
tist (a true talent). a bodybuilder (and
how!), a lover, a friend, a son, a father. a
cat owner (dear Verna).

He died Monday. Nov. 20 at 10:30 p.m

1t’s still not enough, it still doesn’t cap-
ture that soul, that spirit.

Let’s leave it with a metaphor. Richard
and I are swimming in the ocean. I have
to go up for air, he doesn’t need to, he just
waves goodbye and continues swimming,
gliding on to someplace peaceful. ¥

Crime Watch

The following incidents were reported to Community United Against
Violence during Nov. 17-29.

20th Street and Valencia—2:30 a.m., Nov. 9. Two men repeatedly yelled
“faggot” at two gay men and proceeded to beat them up. Much of the
violence took place at the Shell gas station on the corner where one sus-
pect pushed a man into a glass window. Suspects have been caught and
witnesses are needed.

Oakland—5:30 p.m., Nov. 19. Two men yelled anti-lesbian epithets to
a lesbian. She responded. The men beat her up. She received 18 stit-
ches in the face.

Sutter Street and Polk Street—2 a.m., Nov. 18. Two men yelled anti-
gay epithets while beating a gay man with a club. A policeman who was
at the scene broke up the violence but refused to write a police report
which the victim requested. Victim sustained a head injury and bruises.

Diamond Street between 18th Street and 19th Street, 2 a.m., Nov. 19.
A gay man in a car picked up a man on the sidewalk who became ver-
bally abusive and physically threatening. The victim believes that the
suspect may have been on drugs. : :

During this time Community United Against Violence also received
two reports of anti-leshian/gay verbal harassment and threats.

If you witnessed these attacks or were victimized call CUAV at
864-3112. ’ ... v

stay Informed with the BA.R.

hink About It.

If you test positive, you have medical choices:

¢ Treatments that may slow or prevent some HIV-related illnesses

e Tests to measure how your immune system is working

@ Experimental drug trials

Free, anonymous testing is pr()vided by
the San Francisco Department of

Public Health. You also receive free
education, counseling and referrals. -

To make an appointment

(in Spanish or English) for testing, call:

For more information (in Spanish or English), call
SF the San Francisco AIDS Foundation Hotline:
FOUNDATION In San Francisco 863-AIDS
FOUNDAWIIN'N 11 northern California (800) FOR-AIDS
g TDD (for hearing impaired only) 864-6606
For Asian language/community information,

621-4858 call the Asian AIDS Project: 929-1304

Funding prov ided by the ¢

San Francisco Department of Public Health and foundation, corporate, and individual donations.
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-Eocal AIDS Organizations Cite
Growing Apathy in Community

by Michael C. Botkin

Fifty local community AIDS
groups met on Dec. 1, World
AIDS Day, in an all-day meeting
to plan their response to AIDS in
the coming decade.

The conference, which was
originally planned for Oct. 19 but
had to be rescheduled because of
th earthquake, was co-sponsored
by Shanti Project and the AIDS
Service Providers Association of

the Bay Area.

“Funding is leveling off, volun-
teer numbers are decreasing, and
the number of clients continues to

w,’ said Eric Rofes, executive
director of Shanti Project, speak-
ing at a news conference following
the meeting.

He told of how AIDS organiza-
tions were affected by the quake.

«$200,000 was lost in can-
celled benefits, and fourth-quarter
donations are down—traditional-
ly the biggest [fundraising] sea-
son.” he said.

Rofes and others were particu-
larly upset at an op-ed piece pub-
lished in the Chronicle, titled *“The
Beginning of the End for AIDS
Epidemic?” which proposed that
the HIV crisis had “‘peaked.”

“Estimates [of the incidence of
AIDS) made in 1987 were actual-
ly too low,” said Ernest Hinojos,
acting education director of the
San Francisco AIDS Foundation,
refuting the Chronicle’s editorial.
“The epidemic is far from over. At
this rate, in 1993 we’ll be unable
to meet the need [for services],” he
said.

“What happened today is ex-
traordinary,” said Bob Munk, ex-
ecutive director of ASPABA.
“There is a public perception that
AIDS organizations are wasteful of
resources. People ask, ‘isn’t there
needless duplication [of services]?’
This upsets me—it puts the bur-
den of organization on these agen-
cies in the absence of state coor-
dination.”

At the meeting the AIDS serv-
ice organizations discussed ways to
coordinate their efforts, but no
concrete steps were taken at this
time.

“What we did today was com-
mit to a planning process,” Munk
said. “‘Should some oganizations
close their doors, and others nar-
row their range of services? Do we
need 50 organizations doing pay-

roll and recruitment, or can we
have a centralized one to do it?”’
Rofes asked.

The meeting was called in re-
sponse to a rising sense of despa-
ration felt by many AIDS service

roviders. “‘It feels like it did in
1981-1983 for those of us who
were around then.’ Rofes said.
“It’s even more frustrating now. In
1985 providing care was sexy and
we had the public eye. Now it feels
like a has-been issue.”

Munk acknowledged that there
were many barriers to overcome in
putting together a tighter alliance
of AIDS service organizations.

“It has never been done before;
historically there are rivalries and
stereotypes,” he said. ‘“But now
everyone is under such pressure
that there’s lots of motivation.
Agencies are taking a hard look at
their services and cutting back
where they can; it’s an encourag-
ing start.”

Munk pointed out that many
people were initially skeptical
about ASPABA, which is a loose
coalition of groups.

v

different person.

o RemaTce—If the person you get
connected to is not your type,
press % for a chance to talk to a

0 A rreg LINE—Try it first. If it’s
busy, then you know there is
someone using the system, proba-
bly just waiting to talk to you.

(408) 976-7400

The Man you've been waiting
for could be on our line . . .
.. . right now.

PHONEMALE
Gives You More!

Q PRIVATE, 1-ON-1 CONVERSATION
with other gay men.

Q INDIVIDUAL VOICE MAILBOXES at
no extra charge. Receive per-
sonal messages without giving
out your phone number until
you're ready.

(415) 976-7400

0 A PERSONALS BULLETIN BOARD
where you can hear messages
from other callers and leave
messages that others will hear.
Meet people even when you're
not on the line.

National and District of Col-
umbia lesbian and gay organiza-
tions strongly denounced the re-
cent anti-gay congressional vote
that weakens the D.C. Human
Rights Act and permits religious-
ly affiliated educational institu-
tions to discriminate on the basis
of sexual orientation.

The House, on Oct. 11, approv-
ed by voice vote the ‘so-called
Armstrong amendment. The
amendment exempts religious
educational institutions from
D.C’s Human Rights Act and its
strong gay and lesbian anti-
discrimination protections.

The amendment was spon-

- sored in the Senate by William
Armstrong (R-Colo.) and in the
House by William Dannemeyer
(R-Calif.).

Before passing the Armstrong-
Dannemeyer amendment, the
House rejected by 252-170 an al-
ternative amendment supported
by gay and lesbian activists.

“It’s a sad moment for all peo-

| ple who believe in basic civil
rights when the Congress ex-

r authorizes _ on
of any kind,’ said Peri Jude
Radecic, National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force lobbyist. *“This
move is an invasion of home rule,
a colonial exercise of power over
the voters of D.C., and good old-

 fashioned anti-gay and lesbian

(408) 986-9047

$2.00 per call + applicable toll, if any.

(415) 956-7422
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Of D.C’s Human Rights Act

T Pl i v -

ed that the amendment violated
the D.C. Councilmembers’ First
Amendment rights. The recent
congressional action amends the
D.C. code directly. '

The amendment was created
after an on-going battle between
D.C’s Georgetown University and
its gay and lesbian student group
was settled in court to the
satisfaction of both parties.

““It takes amazing arrogance
to gut D.C’s Human Rights Act,
enacted by the democratically
elected government of the
citizens of the District,)’ said
Roger Doughty, executive direc-
tor of D.C’s Gay and Lesbian Ac-
tivist Alliance. ‘‘Congress
wouldn’t dare change any other
city’s laws, but it feels free to treat
DC. like a colony and use our gay
and lesbian community as a pun-
ching bag for bigotry.”

NGLTFE, GLAA, the Human
Rights Campaign Fund and the
Gertrude Stein Democratic Club
prepared for months for a

~ showdown on the Armstrong

amendment.

- The orgmimwas}auche& a
massive direct lobbying cam-
paign, mobilized grassroots

pressure, urged religious leaders

- to speak out against the amend-

Graht Cash AvaiIabIe‘

For Gay Organizations

by Allen White

The Vanguard Public Founda-
tion has grant money available for
lesbian and gay community or-
ganizations. Application deadline
18 January 1.

In previous years the Vanguard
Foundation has funded a whole
range of gay-relaled causes, In-
cluding the National Gay Rights
Advocates and the Lesbian Rights
Project. They were also one of the
first groups to fund Can We Talk?,
which was distributed by the Har-
vey Milk Lesbian/Gay Democrat-
ic Club. They also have funded the
People With AIDS organization.

Special projects funded by Van-
guard have included the AIDS
Memorial Garden Fund, which
supports the development of a
memorial garden in Harvey Milk
Plaza at the Castro Street Muni
Metro station, dedicated to those
who have died of AIDS.

Since 1987 Vanguard has ad-
minstered donations to the Na-
tional Public Health Project
Against AIDS, which identfies
public policies required to combat
the AIDS epidemic effectively.

The fund supports Central
American solidarity groups and
promotes AIDS education and ad-
vocacy. They also manage a
memorial fund set up in memory
of Stan Criollos, a longtime activist
in the gay and Latino communi-
ties who served as Vanguard’s co-
chair of the Board of Directors.

The Gay/Lesbian Youth Ad-
vocacy Council and the Mid-
Peninsula Support Network are
the only two organizations Van-
guard funds with ties to the lesbi-
an/gay community. And therein
lies a problem for Vanguard.

Beth Rosales, executive director
of Vanguard, says, *“We have had
a very slim number of proposals
coming from the lesbian and gay
community.”

Rosales said Vanguard was in a
position to fund many other gay-
related organizations.

““We are taking a pro-active po-
sition to ask people to apply for
funding,” she said.

Rosales is looking for gay civil
rights organizations that need
money.

““We felt that given the most re-
cent publicity around Concord
and Proposition S here, it was
necessary to fund proposals that
are engaged in civil rights issues,”
she said.

Because of their structure, Van-
guard doesn’t look for the larger
organizations.

“One of our major criteria,” she
said, “‘because of our limited
resources, is to look at small-
budget organizations. Our intent
is to seed new smaller organiza-
tions and to seed advoacy work.”

Dan Geiger, development asso-
ciate at Vanguard, said, ‘‘Van-
guard has long supported the gay
rights movement, and has provid-
ed funds to many gay and lesbian
organizations throughout North-
ern California. We are currently
seeking to increase our funding.”

A final decision on funding will
be made within six months after
the Jan. 1 deadline.

Organizations that are interest-
qd in obtaining further informa-
tion should contact Dan Geiger at

285-2005 at the Vanguard offices
in San Francisco. v
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ACT UP protesters held a ral
to demand effective leaders

held at the Department of Healt
sive immunotherapy.” ACT UP

Trans-Bay Protest

ly at Oakland May!
hip against AIDS in Oakland. An informational picket was also
h Sciences Building in Berkeley demanding testing on ‘‘pas-
East Bay can be reached at 420-8864.

or Lionel Wilson's office on World AIDS Day

(Photos: Jane Cleland)

ACT UP

(Continued from page 14)

tion..to remember all those with
HIV infection and all who have
died from it.”

“Though the problem is great
and taxing our health-care system
now, far greater difficulties await
us in terms of human suffering in
terms of health care.” the White
House statement said.

Bush, enroute to the US-Soviet
summit in Malta. was not present
during the demonstration.

The White House statement
also noted that resources have
been committed to AIDS services
at what it called an “‘unprecedent-
ed rate’’a statement that was
greeted with angry chants from
demonstrators.

“If we had any illusions about
George Bush.” Boneberg said, ““it
ended on one symbolic day (Oct.
6), one block from the White
House when the nation’s families
who were stricken with this disease
were galhered in mourning

Police converge on ACT UP protesters at Burroughs-

A
| e

3
Ry

Wellcome AIDS Day demonstration.

around the AIDS quilt. And, liter-
ally, as they were there weeping
around their children’s panels, the
president got in his helicopter and
flew over the quilt with utter con-
tempt.

ACT UP/SF protesters march at Burroughs-Wellcome.

“Mr. President,” Boneberg
said, ““it couldn’t have been worse
if you had walked on the quilt and
spit on it. It was absolute contempt
for the people who are living and
fighting AIDS every day.” v

L

BACW Fund to Benefit
Programs, Services

For Lesbians

Bay Area Career Women, a
1,300 member lesbian organiza-
tion, has established a BACW
Fund, administered through the
Horizons Foundation, to benefit
programs and services for and by
lesbians.

“We established this fund to
address the critical lack of fund-
ing for the many lesbian services
in the greater Bay Area. We hope
that the entire gay and lesbian
community will join with BACW
in making this fund a success,’
said Ann Wilson, BACW presi-
dent.

The BACW Fund will target
lesbian services and programs in
art and culture, education, health,
rights and human services for
grants in spring 1990.

The organization has initiated
a fundraising campaign to its gen-
eral membership and hopes the

gay and lesbian communities at
large will also support this fund.

“Although BACW has initiated
this fund, its purpose is to provide
grants to many lesbian services
and projects. We would hope that
everyone who would like to sup-
port lesbian services will donate
to this fund.’ Wilson said.

“The strains on the gay and
lesbian community are great. But
our community must begin to
mobilize to address the many ur-
gent needs of the lesbian commu-
nity,” Wilson said.

For more information on this
fund call or write the BACW of-
fice: 55 New Montgomery St.,
suite 606, San Francisco, CA
94105; 495-5393. To donate to the
fund, make your check payable to
Horizons'BACW Fund and mail
to the BACW office. v

(Photo: Darlene/PhotoGraphics)

through enchanting tropical gardens

and superb film library.

A Civilized Eden

. his celebrated hotel is the most beautiful and romantic men’s resort in the
g United States. Bougainvillea tumbles off the roofs of the classic Spanish
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The Harlow Club Hotel is the only deluxe men’s resort in Paim Springs - in the tra-
dition of the finest small luxury hotels of Europe. Suites and rooms are exquisitely
furnished. Most have fireplaces and shaded patios

Courtesy luncheon and breakfast are served poolside daily. Guests also enjoy 3
complete gymnasium, large spa, secluded rooftop sundeck, bicycles, video players,

For a color brochure or reservations, see your IGTA travel agent
or call (619) 323-3977. Outside California 800-223-4073
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New HIV Videos Target Asians,
American Business Community

by Michael C. Botkin

Two new videos about HIV, tar-
geted at specific communities,
were relesed in Novemer. The As-
sociation of Asian/Pacific Com-
munity Health Organizations
released Behind the Mask:
AIDS...It Affects All of Us, and the
San Francisco AIDS Foundation
issued The Next Step: HIV in the
’90s.

Behind the Mask, the first HIV
video made specifically for and by
Asians, aired on KQEDTV on
Nov. 28. The video, which is avail-
able in six languages—Enlish,
Tagalog, Cantonese, Korean, Sa-
moan and Vietnamese, tells the
personal stories of Asians and Pa-
cific Islanders who are living with
HIV infection or who have lost a
family member to the disease.

“What makes it work is that it
tells a story and it hits at an emo-
tional level.’ said Deborah Lee, as-
sociate director of AAPCHO and
producer of the video. ‘“The
alarming rise of AIDS cases in the
Asian Pacific Islander communi-
ty in the last year demonstrates the
need for culturally sensitive AIDS
prevention and education target-
ed to that community,” Lee said.

In San Francisco, the number
of Asians diagnosed with AIDS has
tripled in the past two years. Na-

tionwide, there has been a 47 per-
cent increase in the past year.

““This is absolutely an epidem-
ic.” said Davis Ja, executive direc-
tor of Asian American Residential
Recovery Services. “Until the
[Asian] community wakes up and
realizes that, we are going to stay
10 years behind,” he said

The Next Step: HIV in the *90s
targets another under-prepared
community—American busi-
nesses.

*‘As the number of AIDS cases
doubles [as projected in the next
two years|, employers in every
state, of every size and of every sec-
tor, will find themselves dealing
with those afflicted with this dis-
ease.” said Pat Christen, executive
dirfector of the San Francisco
AIDS Foundation. ‘‘As people
continue to live longer with this
disease, it is imperative that the
business community focus on em-
ployees with HIV disease in a sen-
sible and dignified way.”

Christen cited a study by the
consulting firm Alexander & Alex-
ander, which found that only 4
percent of Chicago firms had a for-
mal policy on AIDS.

“The impending passage of the
Americans with Disabilities Act

Clonistwas
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IAKELPIACE ]

at ) Cleanloke

Year Round Jacuzzi & B.BQ.
For Reservations call (707) 998-3331

9515 Harbor Dr. PO. Box 12, Glenhaven, CA 95443

SO. LAKE TAHOE BED & BREAKFAST
ON KINGSBURY GRADE

total relaxation

full breakfast

massage & hot tub

casinos

deluxe rooms/fantastic views

(]
ik
]
B hiking
it
i
[

2 miles from Heavenly ski area

INFO & RESERVATIONS

JIM OR BILL (702 588 5559)

BAY AREA REPORTER

DECEMBER 7, 1989

PAGE 22

will require nearly every employ-
er in this country to provide
reasonable accommodation to
people with AIDS.”Christen said.
“The implementation of this legis-
lation will change the face of the
workplace in this country.

The Next Step provides infor-
mation on how to deal with people
with HIV infection and their co-
workers on a day-to-day basis. It
also addresses issues of reasonable
accommodation, confidentiality,
benefits and fitness for work.

“Every business that has an
employee with AIDS needs to
know this information—and
sooner rather than later,” said Alan
Emery, project manager of The
Next Step.

Both videos are examples of the
innovative efforts being made to
reach out to people at risk outside
of what many still view as the
traditional “‘risk groups”—gays
and IV drug users.

Although awarenss is growing
that people of color are at risk for
HIV, Asians have largely been
overlooked until now. And despite
the potential for impact on busi-
ness and industry, HIV is still seen
as a private problem rather than
a public issue. These new videos
attempt to bridge the gap. ¥
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In-Memory

Impecunious Amid
Reminiscence
(A ‘‘Beseeching’’ Nose)

The In-Memory Foundation, in
case you didn’t know, is an organi-
zation whose sole purpose is to of-
fer monetary bural assistance to
the financially straitened be-
reaved.

The organization was started by
Val Souza when she realized that
people in the gay community were
delegated to pauper’s graves sim-
ply because there were no funds
available for proper burials.

Even in its seemingly anchorit-
ic existence, requests for assistance
have been increasing quite
rapidly—to the point that its
coffers are running low, low, low.

One of the major fundraising
activities of this organization has
been and continues to be ‘‘Casi-
no Nights.” The next such “‘gam-
bling gambol’ will be Sunday,
Dec. 10. Tables for 21, a Wheel of
Fortune, and other games of
chance will be under the direction
of Val, and the notable potables
will be concocted by Mama
Chuckles and crew.

This extremely worthwhile or-
ganization is hoping that your
“contribution dogma” will go
hand in hand with your “wager-
ing karma.”
Sumptuary Avouchment
(A ““Notice’’ Nose)

The East Bay Assistance Fund
makes public this Statement of In-
come and Expense for the fiscal

year ending Aug. 31, 1989:

Income & Donations

San Francisco Front Runners

................ $ 6500
Spoiled Brat, Hayward . . 50.00
V. Souza Benefit, Driftwood,
Hayward' .. ... ... . 389.30
San Francisco AIDS Bike-AThon
................. 9.857.48

(Continued from page 20)

House and Senate conferees,
would have allowed religious in-
stitutions, including Georgetown
University, to ‘‘deny endorse-
ment, approval or recognition”’
to those who promote sexual
lifestyles contrary to their reli-
gious doctrine.

However, it also would have for-
bidden discrimination in terms
of offering equal services,
facilites and other campus
resources to all student groups
regardless of sexual orientation.
The alternative language was
later rejected by the House.

The floor debate on the
Armstrong-Dannemeyer amend-
ment was fierce, with Rep. Ronald
Dellums (D-Calif.) opposing the
amendment by drawing a dra-
matic correlation between anti-
black prejudice he personally ex-
perienced and discrimination
gays and lesbians now suffer.

Rep. Robert Dornan (R-Calif.)
countered Dellums with a long-
winded, anti-gay diatribe, saying,
““The road to Selma does not run
through sodomy.”

In a Washington Post article
following the bill’s passage, Rep.
Bill Green (R-N.Y.), an opponent
of the Armstrong amendment
and co-sponsor of the federal gay
and lesbian civil rights bill, at-
tributed the vote to members’
fear “‘of being identified with
anything seen as a gay issue.”’

““Unfortunately, we are
fighting an extremely homopho-
bic Congress that is full of mem-
bers terrified of being painted
‘pro-gay’ in some future cam-
paign race,’ said GLAA’s
Doughty.

But representatives of gay and
lesbian organizations made it
clear the fight to preserve the
D.C. Human Rights Act is far

v

from over.

Main Library Will Reopen Jan. 13

A plan to reopen San Francis-
co’s Main Library on January 13
has met with Library Commis-
sion approval. The plan calls for
a partial reorganization of the
library’s collections, placing less
used books and other materials
into storage, and reopening the
library with the most popular and
heavily used circulating and
reference books available on Jan.
13.

An estimated 900,000 books of
the library’s 1.2 million volume

Foundation

Witches of EastOak, Bella Napoli
1,700.00
United Way. . .00 470.87
Pope Hairdressers. . . . . 591.75
Ed P. Auction, Big Mama’s
................. 3,200.00
Little Mother’s Auction, T&C
................. 1,412.00
Imperial Star Empire . 1,436.55
Estate of Harold Bueide
................ 12,039.47
Private Donations. . . . . 518.20
Total income from donations
............... $33,125.62
Interest income, checking account
$1.698.19
Total Income Fiscal Year August

10R8IB9 . . . . $34.823.81
146 Claims paid for Financial As-
BISANCE . . .. . s e $37.510.01

Operating Expenses
Supplies (forms printing, checks)

.................. $295.11
Telephone ..o« -3 v 218.16
Postage . . .....i.nnev 75.00
Promotion. . .. ........ 66.50
Bank Service Charge. . . . 20.00
it Sl S 2.50
Total Operating Expenses

.................. $677.27

Thanks to “Kenny Sue” for
submitting this information.

Veracious Paladin
(A “‘Sustaining’’ Nose)

There was quite a write-up in
the local Hayward paper about
one whom we all know and
love—Eddie Paulson. Some of the
things gleaned from reading the
article include: -

(1) For the last 37 years, Ed has
raised money for charities includ-
ing “Jerry’s Kids™ to Guide Dogs
for the Blind to groups serving
children with AIDS.

(2) Ed was told that he has

raised well over $2 million.

(3) Ed had polio as a child and
didn’t regain use of his legs until he
was 10 years old.

collection are currently housed in
the damaged north wing of the
library.

Additional shelving for books
will be placed in the functional
West and South Wings of the
Main Library, in order to make as
many books available as possible.
It is anticipated that library ad-
ministrative offices will be mov-
ed to 45 Hyde within the next
three months, creating additional
space in the Main Library for

N\
Fundraiser

(4) At 13, barely able to read or
write, and because of unpleasant
circumstances at home, he left for
a life on the streets of San Fran-
cisco.

(5) He worked at the Black Cat
through its 15-year legal battle to
remain open as a gay bar in the
face of police harassment.

(6) Ed held his first auction at
the BC in 1952, for a friend who
had had a heart attack. He raised
a total of $625!

(7) To quote: ““When I worked
at the Black Cat a man said to me,
‘You should do something for
somebody else before you die be-
cause when you get to the gates
they won’t be locked.” I'm not a re-
ligious man, but that always stayed
in my mind.”

Eddie has accepted the fact that
the lung cancer now spreading
through his body may be terminal.
He is selling his possessions and
planned, with regret, his final auc-
tion last Sunday (to be covered in
depth next column). This “‘cham-
pion of the needy’” sums it up best,
I believe. To quote Ed, again, 1
had a nice life, a great life.” With
his always-at-the-ready smile, he
adds, ‘I have no regrets.”

Anything I could write after that
would be totally superfluous. Ed-
die, I love you. —Nez. v

ooly’s

ords of

isdom
PRINCESS DE PINOLE

He won the East Bay Title
From Oakland to Orinda.

He’s queen of bar and campus
A drag called Johnny Belinda.

—Bob Woolhouse

'NGRA

(Continued from page 1)

One noted lesbian attorney
said O’Leary’s response was ‘‘a
complete smokescreen.”’

“Jean O’Leary isn’t being
criticized because of her gender.
She owes it to herself and the
community she purports to serve
to be much more honest. It’s sad
she hasn’t learned any signifi-
cant lessons from this,” Mary
Dunlap said.

“Jean O’Leary was supposed-
ly paid astronomical sums of
money because she’s a master of
the media. How she is, now, sud-
denly at its terrible mercy
escapes me. If she was so brilliant
in her public relations capacity,
why would she be such a victim,
as she suggests? She is a victim of
her own lack of credibility.”’

0’Leary may not be the only
one suffering from credibility
problems in the gay community,
said Fred Ponder, a former mem-
ber of the NGRA board.

“‘Directors who were strong
advocates of 0’Leary should be
held accountable. It’s pretty self-
evident that the next step is for
the directors who voted to fire the
staff attorneys to resign,” Ponder
said. “The credibility and in-
tegrity of NGRA has been great-
ly damaged. Jean was the major
source of that, but she didn’t fire
the attorneys, the board of direc-
tors did.”

Jean O’Leary.

Ponder lauded the courage
and integrity of Cynthia Gold-
stein, Ben Schatz, and Bill Eisen-
traut, former NGRA director of
community affairs, for bringing
allegations of 0O’Leary’s
mismanagement and staff abuse
to the attention of the gay com-
munity.

Eisentraut resigned from the
agency in September. Schatz and
Goldstein were fired by the
NGRA board after revelations of

0’Leary’s management practices .
surfaced in the press,on Nov. 11.’

Both have reached termination
settlements with the firm.

White said that NGRA’s board
accepted O’Leary’s resignation
with reluctance.
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““Under your leadership, the
organization has experienced
substantial growth and stands
proudly today as the nation’s
leading public interest law firm
protecting gay and lesbian rights
in the country,’ his letter to
O’Leary read.

White reiterated that
0’Leary’s resignation was volun-
tary and disputed claims that she
resigned only after she was in-
formed that there were enough
votes on the NGRA board to ter-
minate her.

““No vote was taken, and I’'m
sure there were the votes neces-
sary,” White said.

0’Leary will receive a nominal
settlement of her employment
contract with the 11-year-old non-
profit law firm.

““There will be a few months
severance pay, and the kinds of
things that employers normally
provide,” White said.

In his first move as the agen-
cy’s interim director, Graff an-
nounced that the agency would
immediately develop personnel
policies, including grievance pro-
cedures, for the staff, something
Goldstein and Schatz were not
entitled to.

““We want an environment in
which employees not only survive
but thrive,’ Graff said.

A member of the Human
Rights Commission, Graff said
that there was no room in the or-

ganization for abusive treatment

of staff.

Responding to an incident in
which O’Leary made sexually
abusive and violent comments
about Goldstein, Graff said that
such comments are ‘‘inap-
propriate and out of place’” in the
gay human rights organization.

Graff also said that the board
had formed both nominating and
finance committees to review the
agency’s budget and to establish
criteria for board membership.

In the next three months, Graff
said, the agency will be reviewing
whether to retain Straub Dawson,
the firm that produces NGRA’s
controversial direct-mail fund-
raising appeals.

He said the agency would also
continue its legal advocacy and
educational functions including
the advancement of legislation
similar to the Family Equity Om-
nibus Ordinance of 1989, domes-
tic partner’s legislation that in-
cludes straight and bisexual
couples and those in non-
traditional family relationships.

White reiterated that the
NGRA board would continue ex-
pansion plans, announcing that
plans to open a Washington,
D.C., office were on ‘‘the front
burner.”’

White also announced that
Dave Bryan, the director of the
Texas Human Rights Foundation
in Austin, Texas, had been offered
Graff’s position as legal director.

v

Workshop for
Battered Lesbians

WOMAN, Inc., which offers
services to battered lesbians, is
beginning a support group for les-
bians who are being battered or
have been in a battering relation-
ship.

The group will form in January
and will last for 10 weeks. Sliding
scale fee. Phone 864-4722 for
more information about the time
and place of the workshop. W

HIV Watch

(Continued from page 5)

trumpeted the “‘beginning of the
end”” of the AIDS crisis. Vincent
Carroll of Denver’s Rocky Moun-
tain News denounced
“‘shameless scare tactics’’ and
hinted that it’s time for
mainstream America to stop wor-
rying about AIDS and/or funding
to deal with the HIV crisis. Car-
roll cited as justification for his
argument ‘‘moderate’’rises in
cases of AIDS reported to the
Centers for Disease Control, and
‘‘a paper’’ reporting that AIDS in
the ‘*homosexual”” community has

“‘peaked.”

If AIDS has peaked in the gay
community (which I doubt is true
outside of the major gay meccas),

it’s because we’ve accomplished
“‘the most effective health educa-
tion campaign in the history of
the world.’ as the American Pub-
lic Health Association calls it.
Unfortunately, conservatives and
prudes have effectively blocked
anything approaching this in the
non-gay community. All research
done on heterosexual teens show
little awareness or practice of safe
sex.

If there are fewer cases of
“AIDS”’ reported to the CDC
than predicted, it’s because the
advent of treatments like AZT
has delayed progression of the
disease to the artificially narrow
definition of ‘‘AIDS”’. HIVers are
living longer, and more HIVers
are dying from causes other than
PCP or Kaposi’s, the principal
opportunistic infections that cur-
rently define AIDS. And because

HIVers are living longer, there
will be more of them and it will
cost more to care for them, a fact
Carroll ignores.

What has peaked is not the
HIV crisis, but the mainstream
media’s willingness to address
the issue. They were slow to cover
itin the first place, and now they
are hot to get off of it. They don’t
particularly care what happens to
what they see as a bunch of
queers, addicts, whores and
ethnics. A backlash is developing
against people with HIV and the
communities affected by the dis-
ease, as witnessed by the recent
repeal of Concord’s law banning
discrimination against HIVers.
Conservatives everywhere are
ready to jump on the bandwagon,
and editorials like Carroll’s pro-
duce the rationalizations they
need to cover their prejudice. ¥

(Continued from page 1)

and use “‘practical powers’ such
as cutting the department’s budg-
et to force it to resolve the issue,
Olmstead-Rose said that ““it’s ime
to really let the police department
know that money is going to be
pulled out” if they continue to vio-
late demonstrator’s rights.

Olmstead-Rose told the super-
visors that the issue was not just
related to police response to the
Oct. 6 confrontation, but involved
the violation of the rights of home-
less people, religious groups, pro-
choiee groups and others.

According to the Office of Ciu-
zen Complaints, more than 35
separate incidents form the basis
of 13 separate complaints arising
out of the police response to the
Oct. 6 Castro incident; eight in-
volve allegations of unnecessary
use of force by the police, includ-
ing the battering of demonstrators
and bystanders with police batons.

The San Francisco Bar Associ-
ation also issued recommenda-
tions that members of the Police
Commission be present at all
demonstrations to observe police.

A police watchdog group. the
Alliance to Stop Abusive Police,
has been formed by more than 30
community and legal groups to
monitor the department due to
widespread allegations of abuse.

v
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WE’RE STILL

THE RiGHT CONNECTiON

| California’s Original Party Lines For Men Are Still The Best!

» Talk With Other Hot Men Live!
No recordings! No Actors!

» We're well established and have thousands
of men calling each day, so your chances of
connecting with other men are greater on our
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Twice Blessed: On Being Lesbian, Gay, and Jewish
edited by Christie Balka and Andy Rose; Beacon Press; 304 pp.

by Mike Rankin

roposition S, the domestic
P partners initiative, was

narrowly defeated in San
Francisco in November. Those
who led the fight against it were
Archbishop Quinn, Presbyterian
minister McIlhenny, and Lionel
Feldman, a fundamentalist rabbi
without portfolio or congrega-
tion, a man largely unknown in
the Jewish community of the Bay
Area,

Two days before the election,
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, pres-
ident of the million member
Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations, the progressive wing
of North American Judaism,
gave a sermon to 4,000 delegates
to the General Assembly of the
UAHC in New Orleans. In his ad-
dress Rabbi Schindler urged syn-
agogue leaders to welcome les-
bians and gay men to congrega-
tional membership as
individuals, couples and families.
He called for an end to discrimi-
nation against gays in employ-
ment and housing, and endorsed
the ordination of lesbian and gay
Jews as rabbis.

Eliminating Homophobia

That such a sermon could be
given by the leader of the world’s
largest Jewish organization was
due in large measure to the
women and men whose writings
are contained in a remarkable
new book, Twice Blessed: On Be-
ing Lesbian, Gay, and Jewish.
These individuals have worked

with Jewish leaders for 10 years
or more, seeking to eliminate the
homophobia still present in
Judaism (as it is in all world
religions), and to gain full equali-
ty for gay people in all aspects of
their lives.

Twice Blessed was edited by
San Franciscan Andy Rose,
whose programs for people with
AIDS have won national recogni-
tion, and by social activist
Christie Balka, who has written
and spoken in recent years on the
Middle East, feminism, and les-
bian and gay issues. She lives
with her partner in Philadelphia.
The book contains 26 essays on
being gay and Jewish, including
coming out in a Jewish family;
reclaiming a place in Jewish hi-
story; the impact of homophobia
on gay and lesbian rabbis, can-
tors and Jewish educators; and
building a gay/lesbian Jewish
family and community. There is
also an excellent bibliography.

With two or three exceptions,
the authors are gay or lesbian
Jews. They are thoughtful, ar-
ticulate, and passionate. They
‘‘own’’ their Judaism, as they
‘‘own’’ their gayness, and they
will let no one take either from
them. You don’t have to be Jewish
to love this book, or even lesbian
or gay, though it is written most-
ly for us, and for those who are
important in our lives.

Twice Blessed should be man-
datory reading for every parent,
religious leader and teacher. Per-

haps having read it, they will be
supportive and understanding of
the next generation of gay youth,
and will not make their lives dif-
ficult, as many, though by no
means all, made ours.

The authors not only reclaim
their Jewishness, they enrich it.
They are beautiful role models,
teaching the whole community
what it means to live a creative
and committed life as a Jew in the
modern world. In a sense the
essayists resemble the townsfolk
of Spoon River, each with a tale
to tell. But their stories are more
interesting, because they are
above all our stories, whether we
are Jewish or not.

One writer is Agnes Herman,
a retired social worker who
describes her ‘‘coming out’’ as
the mother of a gay son. She is
the parent we all should have had,
proud of her offspring, loving
and fervent in her insistence on
Jeff’s right to live his life openly
and honestly.

Scott Klein and Paul Horowitz,
a coupala nice Jewish boychicks,
wanted to get married—to each
other. More accurately, they
wanted to let the world know they
were already married, in every
way that counts. So they had a
wedding, in Brooklyn no less.
Their description of the ‘“‘cere-
mony of commitment,” and of
the celebration that followed, is
a joy and a hoot. Would the moms
and pops come? They came, and
Bubbe and Zayde with them.

On Being Lesbian,

Would they collapse in a spasm
of embarrassed indignation
when the ‘‘grooms’’ marched in?
They remained erect. As a matter
of fact both families loved it, and
so did 150 of Scott and Paul’s
closest friends who were also in-
vited.

Gay, and Jewi sh

BALEA AND ANDY RUBE

““It was a wonderful feeling,’
they write in their chapter.
‘“Everyone was dancing the hora
together, young and old, Jewish
and gentile, gay and straight,
black and white and Latino. We
were high for weeks!”’

(Continued on page 56)
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by Michael C. Botkin

hen Patrick was told he
needed 24-hour-a-day
care for AIDS-related
complications, he looked for
alternatives to staying in
hospitals or getting care at home.

I live in a third floor flat,” he
said. ‘I couldn’t get around by
myself and felt very isolated’

Instead he went to the Coming
Home Hospice in the Castro.

“I’m not lonely since I moved
here.’ he said. ‘‘It’s very free-
wheeling and I'm with people a
lot.”

The Coming Home Hospice,
which opened in March, 1987, is
part of the Visiting Nurses and
Hospice Program of San Francis-
co. The program will be celebrat-
ing its tenth anniversary on Dec.
8 with a benefit, ““Hats Off to
Hospice’” headlined by singer
Sarah Vaughan. The event takes
place, Friday, Dec. 8 at the San
Francisco Marriott.

-~ The goal of the hospice pro-

Sarah Vaughan to Headline
‘Hats Off to Hospice’
Benefit on Friday

gram is to provide a comfortable
tients who need round-the-clock
attention. The program provides
in-home care and support for
significant others and families in
addition to operating hospices
such as Coming Home.

“‘At a hospital they bother you
over and over,’ said Ted, another
Coming Home resident. *‘Every

four hours they take your

temperature or something. I'd
much rather be here,’ he said.

Patrick, who spent much of the
past three months in a hospital,
described it as a ‘‘warehouse.”’

I feel like a human being
here; I have some dignity,” he
said of Coming Home. *‘The peo-
ple here are wonderful’

He particularly liked the open-
ness and accessibility of the hos-
pice.

“It’s easier to come and go
here than it is at a hospital. Peo-

_ ple are put off by a hospital at-

mosphere, and it’s a lot harder
for them to visit you there,” he
said.

In addition to being more ac-
cessible to others, Patrick can get
around easier himself.

“Yesterday a friend took me in
a wheelchair to the Castro,’ he
said. I could never do something
like that at a hospital, and here
they encourage it.”

The hospice philosophy puts
much more emphasis on social
and emotional support than
hospitals do. Hospices can’t pro-
vide ‘‘heroic’’ last-ditch, life-
extending treatments, but they
do maximize opportunities for
the residents and their friends
and families to spend tim
together. >

““Last night I went to my step-
daughter’s house for dinner,’
said Patrick. ““It was very poig-
nant. This sort of thing makes

you look at yourself. Since I came

Coming Home Hospice resident Teddy Lind.

{Photo: Darlene/PhotoGraphics)

I can feel myself opening up,” he
said.

For Patrick, staying at the hos-
pice has provided opportunities
for spiritual care and growth
completely absent in the hospital
setting. ;

The Coming Home Hospice, a
former convent, hosts 15
residents, about two-thirds of
whom are people with AIDS. It is
the nation’s first bed-and-care
hospice primarily for PWAs. Over
300 people have lived at Coming
Home since its founding 214

nurses,

The staff of Coming

workers, maintenance crew and
volunteers.

Performing along with Sarah
Vaughan at ‘“‘Hats Off to Hos-
pice’’ will be Weslia Whitfield,
Scott Johnson, the Jesters, Jae
Ross, Menage, and the cabaret
trio Nicholas, Glover and Ray.
Tickets for the event, which will
include cocktails, dinner and an
evening of cabaret entertain-
ment, are $150 and can be reserv-
ed by calling 923-3310, or pur-
chased by phone by calling
762-BASS. Cabaret-only tickets
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NY AIDS Art Show Dispute Resolved

by Michael C. Botkin

he AIDS art show ‘‘Im-

ages and Words: Artists

Respond to AIDS”’ open-
ed as scheduled at the Henry
Street Settlement House in
Manbhattan Dec. 1, following the
resolution of a dispute over the
display of a banner which read
““All People With AIDS Are Inno-
cent.’ The group sponsoring the
show, Gran Fury, demanded that
the banner be displayed on the
front of the building, and when
Henry Street insisted that its
building was not designed for
this, Gran Fury threatened to
cancel the show.

‘““We met with members of
Gran Fury, and agreed that the
banner could be strung from
cables over the street in front of
our building,” Danny Kronen-
feld, executive director of Henry

Street recently told the Bay Area
Reporter. “The banner will be at-
tached to and associated with our
building,’ he said, noting that
the agreed upon display required
a permit from the city. He did not
anticipate that Gran Fury would
have any problems getting the
permit.

Kronenfeld repeated his
earlier assertion that Henry
Street had never objected to the
content of the banner, despite
claims by Gran Fury that they
were told that their banner was
““too political’’ ‘“We're very glad
that the show can go on as plann-
ed,’ said Kronenfeld, speaking
the day before the scheduled
opening. ‘‘We’re working fran-
tically right now getting every-
thing ready.”

Although many New York ac-
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tivists were supportive of Gran
Fury’s insistence that the banner
be displayed publicly rather than
inside the gallery, some felt that
they were grandstanding need-
lessly. Members of Gran Fury
were not available for comment.

This dispute was the latest in
an increasing series of conflicts
over public funding and display
of art pertaining to sex and
AIDS. Last month, National En-
dowment for the Arts Director
John Frohnmayer dropped his
opposition to funding for another
AIDS art show, ‘‘Witnesses:
Against Our Vanishing” Frohn-
mayer objected to the ‘‘political”’
content of the show’s catalogue
and agreed to continue funding
the show provided no NEA
money was used for the disputed
catalogue.

Artists’
Garage Sales

Artists are invited to donate
saleable items—working sketches,
art and objects, art supplies, etc.
at two garage sales, 10 a.m-4 p.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 9 and Saturday,
Jan. 13, at 3857 18th St. between
Sanchez and Church. Drop-off
time is 9 a.m-11 a.m. on both days
at the garage.

All funds raised at these sales
will cover costs of printing and
postage for *‘Expressions of Love:
Art about Healing during the Epi-
demic.’ a unique upcoming sym-
posium about art celebrating love,
caring and healing during the
health crisis. The symposium is
being produced by Community
Spirit Art Program and Healing
Circle.

“‘Expressions of Love’” will be
presented Feb. 16 and 17, at New
Langton Arts, a major San Fran-
cisco art gallery. The symposium
will include a slide/video survey
and panel presentations about
“art celebrating love during the
health crisis’’ and about
“‘creating inspirational artworks
in the face of AIDS in today’s art
world.’

The symposium advances
Community Spirit Art Program’s

“Zyzzyva’ Pushes AIDS Jokes

by Michael C. Botkin

(13 IDS is certainly no
/WA laughing matter,”’
sor of Anthropology Alan
Dundes; but this doesn’t stop
him from proceeding to recount

_two dozen homophobic and ,
racist jokes on the topic in the Nancy|

.

as *‘an authen-

- tic folk view of the disease,” are

running a distant second. A cou-
ple of doctor jokes are thrown in,
starts with “‘p the earliest
joke in the cycle”” Do you know
what ‘gay”’ means? Got AIDS
yet?

The professor quickly moves
on to some racist jokes, none of
them funnier or less offensive
than the one printed above. He
also offers no less than seven
Roek Hudson jokes, for a grand
total of 17 homophobic jokes,
three racist jokes (two victimizing
blacks, one “‘polacks’’), one sex-

Dundes justifies his publica-
tion of this offensive material as

i ic endeavor. But

~ a quasi-academic
he also believes that, despite ad-

ding to homophobia, they *‘may
have actually performed a
valuable service—like public
service announcements on radio

- and TV’ because they “‘may well

very real dangers of the disease.”
He concludes by saying “AIDS

_jokes may not give us hope, but
 they may somehow help us cope”

Help who cope? Certainly not
people with HIV, gays, women, or
people of color. It's true that
humor is often used as a coping
mechanism. but the jokes

jokes probably did more to in-

arly for non-gays, than any-

*“The jokes exist, whether one
likes them or not. . . furthermore,

than simply tagging the label
“homophobic’ or ‘“‘racist’” on
each joke. v

summer exhibition, ‘‘Art and Self-
Healing: Living Well with the Epi-
demic,’ which combined artists,
art therapists and caregivers
working together to show how art
can motivate, heal and radiate

hope, even amidst the very real
problems and casualties of AIDS.

For information about the Ar-
tists’ Garage Sales or Community
Spirit Art Program, call Ken at
626-3368. v

Frameline Exec to Step Down

by Daniel Mangin

Linda Farin, executive director
of Frameline, the non-profit spon-
sor of the San Francisco Interna-
tional Lesbian and Gay Film
Festival, will leave her post early
next year.

Citing “‘personal and business
reasons’’ as the cause for her
departure, Farin, a lawyer and
producer of the video Waking
Up: A Lesson In Love, told the
Bay Area Reporter that she
planned to move to Austin, Texas,
to be with her lover. Farin joined
Frameline in March 1989.

“I’m leaving for love;” Farin
said. ‘““When I took the job with
Frameline, I had hoped that my
lover would be able to sell her
business and come here, but be-
cause the Texas economy is
depressed, she hasn’t been able
to do so.”’

““A long distance relationship
is hard to continue,’ Farin add-
ed, ‘‘and the longing gets worse.

We didn’t see any other way to do
this”’

As executive director of
Frameline, Farin was in charge of
managing the organization,
which last year brought in more

Linda Farin:

than $100,000 from the sale of
tickets to its San Francisco film
festival, in addition to grants
from the National Endowment
for the Arts, the California Arts
Council and the San Francisco
Hotel Tax Fund. Farin’s duties
also included fundraising and
project development.

In addition to its yearly film
festival, Frameline also
distributes a number of lesbian
and gay films, among them Mala
Noche, an early effort from Gus
Van Sant, director of Drugstore
Cowboy.

The organization, through
its program and festival curator,
Michael Lumpkin, is a consultant
to lesbian and gay film festivals
throughout the world.

““I’m extremely disappointed
that Linda is leaving,” Lumpkin
said. “We've had an excellent
working relationship, and her
contributions to Frameline have
been many.’

Farin and Lumpkin said that
Frameline’s search for a replace-
ment will begin immediately.

Watch Out Fellas, It's Harold’s Turn

by John F. Karr

ees, Harold Norse has had
J a rough life. His autobiog-

raphy, Memoirs of a Bas-
tard Angel, unloads such a litany
of gripes it seems his life has
been a monumental case of sour
grapes. He was born a bastard,
raised a Jew and became a queer.
He’s deaf in one ear and was ad-
dicted to barbituates.

He’s always been too short to
be taken seriously and has been
a doormat in all walks of his life.
The man he loved was stolen
from him. Credit for concepts he
developed and terms he created
went to other people. He was
denied without explanation the
promised dedications for books
he had midwived.

His friends achieved fame with
his assistance while he remained
unknown. On several occasions
he lost major literary prizes that
would have established his
career, fame and (most impor-
tant) his income. I mean, really,
you’d gripe, too.

So watch out, fellas, it’s
Harold’s turn. And he sure does
a lot of bitching in his memoirs,
as he sets the record straight. He
airs his grievances in mighty
pouts, claims his achievements
with justifiably strong assertions,
and reveals without blush the
truth about his loves. He even
tells us—twice, yet—that he’s got
a big dick, quoting other people
so we can’t dismiss the informa-
tion as self-puffery.

Then he spills the beans on the
passes made or not made, receiv-
ed or refused, by Tennessee
Williams, W.H. Auden, Paul
Goodman and a dozen others. If
it’s sensation you want, Memoirs
of a Bastard Angel delivers, as
Norse pins the tail on a stable of
famous donkeys—frottage for
this one, put down, size queen,
drug addict, hypocrite or traitor
for others.

A Reason for the Candor

Yet there’s a reason for Norse’s
candor. He’s documenting the
largely uncharted confluence of
this century’s literary life with its
gay history, and he knows how
deeply a man’s life speaks within
his creativity. In his book, Norse
reveals not only his own place in
the pantheon, but renders a com-
passionate picture of the authors
who created some of the most
memorable literature of our
times while forced to wrestle in
private with the demons of the
then proscribed gay life.

This exacted a heavy toll, as we
can see in the picture of Auden
pathetically humbled for love,
and in Tennessee Williams’ acute
sensitivity turning to acute
viciousness. And with Norse, too;
sour grapes are justifiable when
you’ve been screwed of publica-
tion because of homophobia. If
Norse’s candor provokes bug-
eyed amazement in some
passages, it is accompanied by a
sense of compassion and the feel-
ing for the context of a life.

But this will be no surprise to
those who know the author’s
poetry. Or do I have to tell you
who Harold Norse is? Brother of
the Beats, author of the novel,
Beat Hotel, and a large body of
the most romantic gay poems
written (collected in Love Poems).
Norse’s Memoirs share with his
poetry a handsomely polished
craft that never loses the easy
flow of colloquial language. And
unlike many writers with story-
book lives, Norse’s poetry will not
be overshadowed by his
biography.

But beyond its sensational and

It’s his turn: Harold Norse in 1938.

sexual passages, what is in these
Memoirs? The book is subtitled
“‘A Fifty Year Literary and Erotic
Odyssey,” and for much of the
journey literature and eroticism
are indivisible. These writers

want to meet each other not so
much as birds of a feather, but as
prospective partners in coupling.
For instance, Norse goes to meet
Tennessee Williams, ‘‘secretly
hoping that he was beautiful”’

Since he wasn’t, he and Norse
became friends instead of lovers.

This friendship, covering
Williams’ self-doubting years
before his breakthrough with
The Glass Menagerie, provides
some beautiful and troubling
passages of the book, as the pair
share in late night confessions
the problems of being queer.

Living With a Psychic Wound

“It’s a curse,’ says Norse, to
which Williams affirms, ‘‘Homo-
sexuals are deeply hurt. We live
with a psychic wound that never
heals.’

The intense homophobia
which produced these feelings is
demonstrated by the casual com-
ment of a prominent and other-
wise intelligent writer: ‘“What do
you want to meet Tennessee
Williams for? He’s not an impor-
tant writer. And he’s queer.”’

Best of all, though, is the
author’s sense of morality. After
enduring years of poverty, he
declines a millionaire sugar dad-
dy because he doesn’t love him.
On a grander scale, while on a
disturbing sojourn in the South,
he witnesses the crazed mob-
murder of a black man, and he
writes of the injustices of pre-
judice, and his disillusionment
concerning God and religion,
with eloquence.

He also reveals, if not directly,
the contradictions within his
morality. He asks for our sym-
pathy when he is beaten up for
cruising a straight boy, yet not
only seeks to take advantage of

attractive straights himself, but
thinks it’s a lark to score free
drinks by posing as a straight boy
when cruised by *‘gays reeking of
suntan oil.” And he grievously
wounds the sodden, aged Ten-
nessee Williams by revealing that
he slept with Williams’ lover
years before. Was this Norse’s
way of exacting revenge on Auden
for “‘stealing’’ his lover, Chester
Kallman?

We can even see, reading be-
tween the lines he takes no pains
to obscure, how he may have con-
tributed to this theft, and to many
of the other situations which ag-
grieved him so. His<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>