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PREFACE

Covering the years 1953 to 1966, the Goodwin Knight-Edmund G. "Pat"
Brown, Sr., Oral History Series is the second phase of the Governmental
History Documentation Project begun by the Regional Oral History Office
in 1969. That year inaugurated the Earl Warren Era Oral History Project,
which produced interviews with Earl Warren and other persons prominent in
politics, criminal justice, government administration, and legislation
during Warren's California era, 1925 to 1953.

The Knight-Brown series of interviews carries forward the earlier
inquiry into the general topics of: the nature of the governor's office,
its relationships with the legislature and with its own executive depart-
ments, biographical data about Governors Knight and Brown and other
leaders of the period, and methods of coping with the rapid social and
economic changes of the state. Key issues documented for 1953-1966 were:
the rise and decline of the Democratic party, the impact of the California
Water Plan, the upheaval of the Vietnam War escalation, the capital punish-
ment controversy, election law changes, new political techniques forced by
television and increased activism, reorganization of the executive branch,
the growth of federal programs in California, and the rising awareness of
minority groups. From a wider view across the twentieth century, the
Knight-Brown period marks the final era of California's Progressive
period, which was ushered in by Governor Hiram Johnson in 1910 and which
provided for both parties the determining outlines of government organiza-
tion and political strategy until 1966.

The Warren Era political files, which interviewers had developed
cooperatively to provide a systematic background for questions, were
updated by the staff to the year 1966 with only a handful of new topics
added to the original ninety-one. An effort was made to record in greater
detail those more significant events and trends by selecting key partici-
pants who represent diverse points of view. Most were queried on a
limited number of topics with which they were personally connected; a few
narrators who possessed unusual breadth of experience were askéd to discuss
a multiplicity of subjects. Although the time frame of the series ends
at the November 1966 election, when possible the interviews trace events
on through that date in order to provide a logical baseline for continuing
study of succeeding administrations. Similarly, some narrators whose exper-
ience includes the Warren years were questioned on that earlier era as well
as the Knight-Brown period.
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The present series has been financed by grants from the California State
Legislature through the California Heritage Preservation Commission and the
office of the Secretary of State, and by some individual donations. Portions
of several memoirs were funded partly by the California Women in Politics
Project under a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, in-
cluding a matching grant from the Rockefeller Foundation; the two projects
were produced concurrently in this office, a joint effort made feasible by
overlap of narrators, topics, and staff expertise.

The Regional Oral History Office was established to tape record autobio-
graphical interviews with persons significant in the history of California
and the West. The Office is under the administrative direction of James D.
Hart, Director of The Bancroft Library, and Willa Baum, head of the Office.

Amelia R. Fry, Project Director
Gabrielle Morris, Project Coordinator
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INTRODUCTION

The career of Governor Edmund G. "Pat" Brown, as suggested in the
Preface, "marks the final era of California's Progressive period." It also
marks the end of a politics free from the domination of television. The
"new politics" -- of which candidate, governor, and now President Ronald
Reagan is one of the first and most distinguished products--center around
the staging of media events aimed at capturing a spot on the six o'clock
news and political sixty-second and television commercials. The goal is
direct candidate-voter interaction, but an impersonal interaction screened
through the television camera.

It is a truncated politics, in which the political poll replaces the
party, the financial contribution the group endorsement, computerized direct
mail the precinct walker. It is, in fact, a dehumanizing politics--cold,
calculating, mechanical, at times amoral. It is not the politics described
in the pages to follow, nor--one suspects—-is it a politics which Pat Brown
would have engaged in successfully. For what emerges from these insightful
interviews is an intensely human story, a flesh and blood account of people
and events, told with warmth, compassion, and that keen sense of humor
wpich all those who know Pat Brown cherish.

It is also a story of the development of a politician, again in the
old-fashioned sense--public defender, district attorney, attorney general,
governor--of a belief in the public service as a calling. One looks in
vain in these pages for the all-too-easy criticism of government bureaucrat,
the cheap shot of running against city hall, Sacramento, or Washington--
which has become the hallmark of so many contemporary candidates. For Pat
Brown, government is not something you "get off your back," it is the vehicle
by which a society takes care of its less fortunate citizens, protects the
environment, educates its young, promotes the general welfare. And politics
is what makes that vehicle rum.

More than anything else, perhaps, this account reveals the inherent
honesty and integrity of the man. One quotation is illustrative:

They used to say that I had a reputation of listening
to the last person that talked with me. I think it
grew out of the Chessman case. But in the issues of
major importance, I never retreated one iota--like
fair housing, fair employment practices, cross~filing,
and the water project.

Finally, this oral history might be entitled, "The Joy of Politics."
For throughout Pat Brown's remarks there is a zest, a spirit, an inherent
optimism in the human spirit. And an optimism in the future of California
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and its people. 1In his first semi-official act after leaving the governor-

ship, Pat Brown addressed an open letter to Governor Reagan, concluding with
these words:

Also, I am sorry you are selling the Grizzly
[a small plane used by Governor Brown in the 1960's].
A chartered jet flies too high and too fast for you to
get a good look at this great, golden state as you fly
over. And that is one of the genuine satisfactions of
being governor of this State - soaring over the cities
and towns; the farms, the dams and canals; the colleges;
the National Guard fighters on five-minute alert; the
highways; all the things that make California the leader
among equals in this nation.

Its people are sometimes unpredictable. Its
challenges are not. You can count on their always
being there.

The challenges remain. And the example of Pat Brown, revealed in these
pages, serves as a reminder of the dedication and leadership required if
California is to continue to be a "leader among equals."

Professor Eugene C. Lee, Director
Institute of Governmental Studies

26 April 1982
University of California
Berkeley, California



INTERVIEW HISTORY

Not the least interesting aspect of California politics is the fact
that within a ten-year period a father and son both served as governors of
the state. Edmund G. Brown, Sr., left office in 1966 and Edmund G. Brown, Jr.,
was elected in 1974. Known to all as Pat and Jerry respectively, this pair
developed quite different approaches and political styles but shared an
unquenchable enthusiasm and energy for political life. Regardless of the
eventual impact of Jerry Brown (who at this writing is rumning for the U.S.
Senate), the life of Pat Brown as documented in this oral history memoir is
in itself a crucial story in the larger fortunes of the California Democratic
party and in the evolution of state government.

The memoir aims at a central view of major political trends, key issues,
and accomplishments of state government during Brown's years as governor,
1958 through 1966. Brown himself was much involved in planning for the
project of which his memoir is a part and, with others, was generous in sug-
gesting possible interviewees and topics for study. Many of the individuals
he suggested have indeed been interviewed, although other significant persons
he named had to be dropped from the interviewee list when budget problems
developed in 1977. A list of those interviewed appears in this volume,
including conversations with other family members: his wife, Bernice Layne

"Brown; his brothers, Harold and Frank; and his sister, Constance Brown Carlson.
Many other interviews in the series also bear on Brown's life and the issues
he discusses here.

Like the other family interviews, the first sections of this memoir deal
with Pat Brown's family, youth, and education in San Francisco in the early
years of the century. In them, he tells of his colorful father, his mother
with her strong religious and intellectual interests, and the profusion of
his sports and social activities, many of which he organized and led. "I was
always a young man in a hurry," Brown recalls. And "even as a youngster I
was really more interested in politics and government service than I was in
practicing law."

As a young attorney and aspiring candidate, Brown continued to create
organizations, including the Society of Cincinnatus, which was dedicated to
good government and was later helpful in his campaigns. He shifted his
registration from Republican to Democratic in 1934, perhaps recognizing that
his fellow Irish Americans were finding more political acceptance from the
Democratic party. He also pursued a long courtship, which he describes
affectionately, of Bernice Layne, who became his wife and loyal helpmeet.

The good .government group found a focus in opposing the questionable
methods of the long-time San Francisco incumbent district attorney and
succeeded in replacing him with Brown in 1943. He relates his early concerns



in criminal justice administration and the reforms he instituted with the
help of attorney Bert Levit, who later assisted in setting up the office when
Brown was elected attorney general in 1950, and again when he became governor
in 1958. Details of Brown's attorney general's office are contained in a
separate interview which he recorded as part of the Earl Warren Era oral
history project.

It is the political campaigns that are discussed in greatest detail in
this memoir: the emergence and remarkable continuity of Roger Kent's Demo-
cratic party leadership in combination with the impact of the grassroots
California Democratic Council, and the internecine wrangle among Republicans
Goodwin Knight, William F. Knowland, and Richard Nixon. These factors were
major in electing Brown as governor in 1958, thereby creating the first
Democratic sweep in the state's twentieth century history. In patient
detail he replies to questions on staffing, organization, funding, and
strategy in this and his two subsequent gubernatorial campaigns.

The intervening presidential campaigns, in which Brown usually led the
Democratic delegation (or one of them), illuminate national leaders such as
John and Robert Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, and Adlai Stevenson. But it is
Brown's determined defeat of Richard Nixon for governor in 1962 and his
gallant but losing campaign against Ronald Reagan in 1966 that offer insight
on the subsequent dramas played out on the broader stage of national history.

During Brown's years in office, the California political process and
state public administration became significantly more systemized. He (as
well as others in the series) describes the effort that ended candidate
crossfiling on party primary ballots and how it strengthened the parties'
role, and the development of more active campaign strategies by Democrats and
Republicans. In the legislature Jesse Unruh, the celebrated Big Daddy of the
assembly, strengthened his power base by increasing the number of assistants
each legislator could employ for research and constituent services and also
by creating party caucuses in the legislature. Brown, primarily in respomnse
to the general increase in responsibilities of the growing executive branch,
initiated a major reorganization that incorporated the plethora of depart-
ments and commissions into four more manageable--and presumably more easily
controlled--super-agencies. The tension between the two leaders, varying as
it did between a united cooperation with common goals and a destructive
struggle between power blocs, forms a key element in Brown's gubernatorial
history as each man searched out means to strengthen his own branch of
government and his party constituency.*

*Unruh declined several times to be interviewed. However, researchers in
this series can find accounts from both Unruh's angle of vision as well as
Pat Brown's via the indexes of other interviews in this series.
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Progress in civil rights, development of water resources, and creation
of a master plan for higher education are among the programs Brown speaks ?f
with greatest pride. He examines with candor his inner struggle over capital
punishment and his fruitless efforts to convince the legislature to approve
his recommendations for increased revenues in the face of growing budget
dilemmas. He is open and optimistic in describing the origins of major govern-
ment ventures, some of which have led to significant rethinking of the role of
the state in later years. Throughout this very persomnal memoir, Pat Brown
illuminates the satisfactions and frustrations of public life and provides
food for thought for students of the realities of functioning in the governor's
office and the inextricable relation between politics and administrationm.
Sprinkled throughout are also‘thoughtful reflections on the policies and
politics of Governor Jerry Brown.

Conduct of the Interview

Interviewing Pat Brown was a combined effort by four members of the
Regional Oral History Office staff led by Amelia Fry, director of the project.
0f the eighteen interview sessions, Fry researched, planned, and conducted
the first twelve, which cover Brown's family, youth, and education and focus
in detail on his election campaigns for district attorney, attorney general,
and governor. The organization and operation of the governor's office were
discussed in the initial recording session; additional sessions on state
finance, water resource development, and legislative relations were conducted
by interviewers Gabrielle Morris, Malca Chall, and James Rowland respectively.

Sources used in preparing for the interview sessions were related journal
articles, news clippings (many from Pat Brown's own scrapbooks), his guberna-
torial and attorney general collections in The Bancroft Library. Other inter-
viewees and advisors provided ideas for questions. Prior to each session,
the interviewer sent photocopies of a few selected papers from Brown's collec-
tion, along with an outline, to refresh his memory. At times he also brought
to the session a letter or some other more personal gem; on other occasions
his complex political and law firm commitments allowed him only time to

rapidly scan the documents for a few minutes before the tape recorder was
turned omn.

Interview sessions were conducted between May, 1977, and March, 1981,
and ranged from one-half to two and a half hours in length. Many sessions
were recorded in the governor's comfortable, cluttered office or in a quieter
conference room at the law firm of Ball, Hunt, Hart, Brown and Baerwitz in
Beverly Hills. Several intensive discussions of political campaigns were held
in the Brown family home in the hills above Los Angeles, in the airy living
room that opened onto the swimming pool. One of these was on the day before
the 1978 primary election, on which Brown's concentration was divided between
his own first campaign for governor and his son's re-election campaign. On
the same day, Bernice Brown documented the process with informal color snapshots
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of the governor and the interviewer. (A sample 1s included in the text)

The November, 1978 interviews were recorded in northern California, one in
campaign supporter Ben Swig's penthouse at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco
and one in Brown's sister-in-law's home in Santa Cruz. The energy with which
the governor approached recreating his years in office was evident in the fact
that he asked Fry to accompany him on a flight from Los Angeles to San Fran-
cisco to continue the second recording session and that he sandwiched in

time to talk about state water policy while in Berkeley as a special guest

for the University's Charter Day celebration in May, 1977.

Before settling down to each session in his office, telephone calls and
interoffice messages were still coming in steadily, many of them demanding
follow-up decisions and action. Brown had obviously kept active from his
governorship a mental mechanism that enabled him to process and respond to
a half-dozen simultaneous and competing demands. Among the business and
political matters he would attend to briskly, occasionally interrupting an
interview to take an ugent call, there would also be pleas from individuals
with complicated troubles and little money whom he would attempt to help
with the concern and thoughtfulness of a one-man legal aid society.

The Regional Oral History Office staff transcribed the interview tapes,
emended the manuscript for clarity, and spot-audited the tapes where the
recording or the governor's meaning was not clear. Tapes are numbered in
the order in which they were recorded; the tape guide immediately following
the text indicates the few sectiomns of the interview that have been relocated
in order to present the narrative in a more logical manner, corresponding ’
to the chronology of events.

Brown reviewed the edited transcript in sections. The chapter concerning
water policy was sent to him in October, 1979, and returned within a few
months, at which time it was prepared for inclusion in the volume California
Water Issues, 1953-1966 of the project series. That text in its entirety is
also Chapter XII of the present volume. After working his way through the
legislative section (Chapter XV) and a hundred and fifty pages of personal
history, the governor apologetically said in March, 1981, that problems with
his eyesight made page by page review difficult for him, and that he was
satisfied with the staff editing. For the remainder of the text, he reviewed
only the pages on which there were unclear or sensitive passages, about ninety
in all. These he patiently clarified with annotations on pages in question or
by responding to telephoned queries. By mutual agreement, a few salty personal
comments were modified and three were withheld from publication until June, 1987.

A listing of items from Brown's papers mentioned in the memoir is included
as an appendix to the volume. They are from the extensive Pat Brown collection
in The Bancroft Library, as are the political photographs used as illustrations.
Other photographs were made available by the governor and members of his family.

Amelia R. Fry, Project Director

Gabrielle Morris, Project Coordinator
3 May 1982
Regional Oral History Office
486 The Bancroft Library
University of California at Berkeley






Fry:

Brown:

I FAMILY AND YOUTH
[Date of Interview: 16. November 1977 ]##

Grandparents' Arrival in California

Why don't we start out with this introductory part where you just,
for the benefit of future readers, list the names of your mother
and her parents and your father and his parents and that kind of
thing.

I've got them right here anyway. My grandmother on my mother's side
was Augusta Fiedler and my grandfather's name was August Schuckman.
My father's parents were Joseph Brown and Bridgett Burke Brown. My
grandmother came from the province of Westphalia, Germany, a

little town called Soest. I visited Soest on a trip to Germany. I
found my grandmother's birth records in the Catholic church in Soest;
apparently she left Germany around 1850 or '51. But I could find no
record of where my grandfather met her or anything like that.

I know that my grandfather came to California before she did; he
came to the United States in about 1849 and worked in the gold fields.
He patented land in 1852, the ranch which my brother and T still have
in Colusa County. Those records are available in Colusa County. I've
never checked them out but I know they're there because I saw a note
in a Colusa County paper telling of my grandfather's acquisition of
the ranch.

My grandfather went back to Germany to marry Augusta because of the
hardships. He came across the plains on the first trip and we have
a letter that he sent from Saint Jo [Joseph], Missouri to his rela-
tives in Germany. It's a very interesting letter. My cousin Gilbert

##This symbol indicates the start of a new tape or tape side. For
tape guide, see page 583.
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Allen has it. My brother Harold has a copy of it. Apparently he went
back in 1856 or '57 and brought my grandmother to the United States.
Such a return journey to the old country was a very unusual thing. It
was a very hard trip. They settled in Venado, fourteen miles west of
Williams. It was just an unincorporated area called Venado. There
they had about eight children and my mother was the youngest of the
eight children.

And she had a mother who was a Catholic?

She had a mother who was a Catholic, but apparently never practiced
her religion. All the rest of her family, the Fiedler family, were
baptized. We found the records of their first communion and their
confirmation, but we could find no record of her confirmation so we
don't know what happened. I intend to go back there one of these
days and just check those records and see if I can find any relatives
in Soest that might still be there.

They lived in Venado all the years of their life. They had eight
children. The only one that left Colusa County at any time was my
mother Ida, who was the youngest of the family. She went to San
Francisco with a girl friend of hers from Colusa County. There she
met my father, who was an Irish Catholic and a young blade. I think
at that time he was a conductor on a horse car, but he later got a
laundry wagon route. Then he bought a cigar store and apparently
he took bets on the horse races (I was told later), which was illegal.
He made enough money so that in 1908 he bought the home at 1572 Grove
Street where my youngest and only sister was born. We lived there
until I got married at twenty-four years of age.

San Francisco Grammar and High Schools

So geographically you were pretty stable, and this is helpful.

Very stable. I went to one grammar school for eight years and one
high school for four years, and then during the whole four years of
law school I lived at home. I didn't move out until I was married.

What was the name of your grammar school?

Fremont Grammar School in San Francisco. It was built in 1892. It
was a wood structure building. As a matter of fact, my first grade
teacher, a Miss Rosenfield, was still alive the last I heard of her.
I called her on her hundredth birthday. She was almost blind but
was able to talk and had all of her mental facilities.
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It was a good school and I can remember the difference between the
good and the bad teachers very, very well. I have a very distinct
recollection of the teachers that were good. I remember, for example,
a Miss Prouty. This was her first teaching assignment, and the kids
just didn't pay any attention to her at all. She couldn't maintain
any discipline. I remember I sat in the front row and became the
teacher's pet. I tried to set an example for all the other children.
I would sit there and not say a word with my hands folded like this.
She was very pretty. I think [chuckles] I kind of had a crush on her.

Your first love?

Well, I wouldn't say my first love. I probably loved some little
girl in the first grade.

This was how much farther on?
She was in the fourth grade.
What made you the teacher's pet? Do you know?

I just got angry at the rest of the kids., They treated her so mean.
I was going to try to set an example.

I remember that in grammar school I was a good soccer player. We
played soccer football but the principal, Mrs. Goldsmith, threw me
off the team because I spoke in line or did some other inconsequential
thing. They wouldn't let me play in the first three games. They won
the division championship, and in the championship game they permitted
me to play and I scored the winning point.

Also I was, even in those days, organizing clubs. I'd always be
the president of the club.

Even in grammar school?

Even in grammar school. I had genes to be the leader; to run for
political office was always part and parcel of my life. It was very,
very peculiar. I wish I could understand the reason.

What was the earliest example you can remember?
In grammar school, I was on the track team too. I was the captain.

Also I was the salutatarian; I made the speech at the graduation
exercises. I never could carry a tune--I remember this distinctly:
I was sitting in the front row. We were singing the songs, and I
remember some lady in the audience afterwards, 'Oh, you have a marvel-
ous voice." [laughter] I knew she didn’t have a very good sense of
tone.
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Another thing I remember very well. Imn the second grade we used to
sing, and I can remember the teacher. She was quite a leader of the
singing group. She says, "There's a monotone, there's a monotone,"

and she goes around with her ear cupped listening, and then she finally
comes to me, and points at me. And that's had a psychological effect
throughout my entire life so that singing individually frightens me
more than almost any single thing. In high school, when you joined

a fraternity, you had to sing a song by yourself, and it just drove

me crazy.

It was 1917 when I was in the seventh grade--they had these four-
minute speeches for the sale of Liberty Bonds. We had to write a
speech and then we had to deliver it. I'll never forget that I made
the speech and I ended up by saying, "Give me liberty or give me
death," and the kids at school started calling me "Patrick Henry"
Brown. It's an amazing thing how they shortened it to "Pat."

How did you see that at the time, as derisive or as something that
was——

Oh no, it was friendly, very friemdly. It usually is when they give
you a nickname. It was afortuitous thing that happened because I think
"Pat" Brown helped me later on in political life. It gave me an Irish
connotation which was really somewhat undeserved because I was half
German and half Irish. -

It was better to be Irish in San Francisco.

I think it was much better to be Irish in San Francisco, that's right,
because San Francisco was dominated by the Irish and Italians at that
time. I think it was helpful to me when I ran for district attorney
and attorney general. I always carried San Francisco, even when I
was defeated by Ronald Reagan by a very, very substantial vote.

At the time the nickname started--I thought I read in one of the inter-
views by someone else that you had first tried to get the kids to
stick to the Edmund Brownm.

Sometimes I'd chase the little kids who would call me Pat, the kids
that were younger than I. That only made it worse, of course. Then
they would tease me. They really didn't tease me because it didn't

bother me. But it was only the ones that were in the grades below
me who would call me that.

When I went to high school for the first year the students all
called me Edmund, but then the next year some of the boys and girls
from Fremont Grammar School went on to high school and they had
called me Pat, so they started calling me Pat and it just spread.
It was one of those things. My wife calls me Pat. The only ones



Brown: that called me Edmund were my brothers and sister and my mother. I
think some of my oldest friends call me Edmund, but other than that
everybody calls me Pat and always has.

Home Life

Brown: My dad used to hate it though. He was kind of lace curtain Irish.
They'd ring the door bell and they'd say, "Is Pat there?" and he'd
say, '""There's no one here living by the name of Pat. You're not
referring to Edmund, are you?'" because his name was Edmund too.

His name was Edmund Joseph Brown. My name is Edmund Gerald Brown.
The Gerald came from our family doctor, Dr. Gerald Fitzgibbons. My
mother liked that name, so they called me Edmund Gerald Brown.

0f course, my son, we named him Edmund Gerald Brown, Jr., but my
father's name was Edmund Joseph Brown.

Fry: Did your mother feel that this was kind of shedding your German
heritage?

Brown: No, she never felt that way about it at all. It didn't bother her
particularly. <She always called me Edmund, of course, but it never
bothered her whatever they called me.

Fry: Can you tell me about your brothers and sisters and what the family
line-up was?

Brown: I was the oldest in the family. I was born on April 21, 1905. My
next brother, Harold, was two years and three months younger than I.
He was born on July 19. My sister came along on March 27, 1912.
Then my youngest brother was born on November 5, 1916. His name
was Francis Marshall Brown and they called him Frank, of course.

My sister's name was Constance and her middle name was Augusta after
her grandmother Constance Augusta Brown. I can remember distinctly
my sister being born in 1912 when I was seven years of age because
the baby was born in the house and I could hear my mother screaming
as the child was born. She delivered the baby right in the bedroom
right next to where we slept.

Fry: Was that kind of traumatic for you?

Brown: No, it wasn't. I didn't know what it was; I couldn't understand it.
My father would come in and say, 'Get out of here," and that sort
of thing. I can remember that very well.

I remember too having scarlet fever and being very, very sick.
They thought I was going to die. I looked very, very bad. I had all
the childhood diseases, whooping cough and chicken pox and all those
things.



Brown: I can remember playing basketball in grammar school and dribbling all
the way down the field and a painter had left a board right at the
elevation of my nose. I ran right into this going full speed. It
broke my nose. They took me to the hospital the next day, St. Mary's
Hospital, and the doctor gave me anesthesia and straightened my nose.
I remember that very well.

When my brother and I were little too (I just want to put this in
now because I may forget about it) my father would bring home news-
papers, the Examiner and the Chromicle on Sundays. He'd buy the
late editions Saturday night and we would get up early, 6:30 in the
morning, and we'd sell the Chronicle and the Examiner in the streets.
I can remember walking through the streets, yelling 'Chronicle!
Examiner!" and my brother Harold, two years younger, always followed
right along with me. He was always right behind me on these things.

Fry: Did you have any trouble making change at that age and working out
the arithmetic?

Brown: No, no. I think the papers were probably only a nickel or something
at that time. And that was only on Sunday. But I think my father
wanted me to establish a work ethic. He succeeded, because he ingrained
work in me. We worked from the time we were seven or eight years of
age.

I also have a distinct recollection of 1915, which was the year
of the world's fair in San Francisco, the Panama Pacific Internmationmal
Exposition. I can remember, even at ten years of age, taking my
little brother, eight years of age, to the Fair: my father would give
us fifty cents apiece and we would go to the Fair all by ourselves.
It was quite a long ways from where we lived on Grove and Lyon to
the Fair in the Marina in San Francisco.

Fry: You at that point knew public transportation?
Brown: Oh, yes, we'd get the streetcar ourselves and go.
Fry: So you could be rather autonomous earlier than kids now are.

Brown: I can remember my father was never home at night and my mother was
left alone, so we became very close, my mother and my brother Harold.
I can remember my mother: my two brothers and I would climb in bed
with her at night, and she would read a child's Bible history to us--
Child's Tales of the Bible. They were good stories and she'd read
them aloud to us, so when I was in school I knew even more than
the Jewish kids about the 0ld Testament. I can remember my mother
taking me when I was very, very young to lectures. She took me to
one--I can remember not fully understanding what was going on--the
blind Senator from Oklahoma, Senator Albert Gore. I can remember too




Brown: my mother going out at night and I'd say, "Where are you going?" "I'm
going to a lecture." She hadn't gone further than the eighth grade,
but she was self-educated and well-educated--spoke German, not
fluently but spoke it because her father spoke German in the home in
Venado, the "Mountain House'" as it was called.

Fry: What was her attitude toward formal education?

Brown: Well, Qhe wanted us to be educated and she would help us with our
school work. I was a pretty good student at school. I remember
they used to have two certificates, the white certificate and the
pink certificate. If you were an excellent student you got a pink
certificate, and I always got pink certificates.

Fry: Was that at the end of each grade period?
Brown: At the end of each six months, yes, each semester.

Fry: I want to go back and pick up on your illnesses and your injuries.
What was the family response when somebody got injured or sick?

Brown: Oh, great, great concern. I can remember my mother being so concerned
when I had the scarlet fever because I was a very sick lad. Apparently
people were dying with scarlet fever at that time. They used to have
a sign that they'd put on the house--they'd quarantine you and none
of the other kids could come into the house or anything. They'd
put it on your door. I can remember my father, he didn't like that.
When he came through he'd knock the sign down so people couldn't see
it. I don't know why, but I can remember him doing it.

Fry: Was your father also worried?

Brown: Oh, yes, he was very concerned. He was a very good father despite
the fact that he was not around during the day. He'd come home to
dinner every night, though. No matter where he was, we'd have dinner
at home every night. Then he'd go out to his theater. He had this
theater and he'd come home, I can remember too, at 12:30 or 1:00, and
he'd bring something to my mother. He'd bring an oyster loaf or
something to her. I can remember an oyster loaf--an oyster loaf was
oysters in milk bread and the bread was cooked, and sometimes we'd
awaken and we'd have that at 12:30 or 1:00 in the morning [laughter]
because he'd awaken us when he came home.

Fry: Why don't we talk about your mother because apparently she was the
primary parent figure in the family.

Brown: I think my father had more influence on work. Like, I've always had
a bad, poor handwriting. [interruption] .
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Why don't we start out on your mother by your telling me about her,
describing her to me, who doesn't really know her at all. What sort
of a person was she like?

She was really a very beautiful woman. I have pictures of her. She
was very beautiful as a young woman and dressed well. My father

was very generous with her in giving her diamonds when he made money
and things like that. She had pictures of herself in the dresses of
the day, and I can remember thinking what a beautiful woman she was.

She was going to these lectures all the time. She was going two
nights a week. This was apparently in lieu of having a husband at
home, and she'd go by herself or with her lady friends. She had some
lady friends--I remember Lulu Hinton and a woman named Mabel, both
of whom came from Colusa County.

01ld friends?

0ld friends, grew up in Williams with her. As a matter of fact,

I think Mabel (I can't remember Mabel's last name) came down with
her when the two girls came down from Williams to San Francisco.

It must have been, if you try to picture it, a terrific adventure
for these two country girls to come to San Francisco. I don't
remember her telling me that she ever worked in San Francisco. I
don't know where she met my father. When I asked her about it, she'd
always kind of shy away from it. But they got along very, very well
for many years. My father was good to her. I can remember too
there was a great restaurant in San Francisco called the German
House and we would go there once a week for dinner, and then we'd
walk along Market Street-—-my mother and my father and my brother,
the four of us. (This was before my sister came along.)

But my mother was very meticulous in the way she raised us, with
lots of attention to washing and foul habits and all that sort of
thing. She read all the books on raising children and everything
else. She was really a very, very devoted mother in every way.

Did she have any household help?

We had help, yes. We had household help. In our house we had three
bedrooms and only one bathroom. We had a maid when we were rich,
when we were doing well. We were probably the only one on the block
who had a maid, and I can remember these different maids that took

care of us and helped with the cooking and washing and the things
like that.

Then my father's youngest sister, whose name was Aunt Nellie,
lived there for a little while, but she finally moved out.
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How did she seem to get along with everybody?

Oh, Aunt Nellie got along well with everybody, but I think the
reason she left was that we were a noisy family, normal young boys
and pretty boisterous.

She was unmarried?

She married very late in life. She got married when she was around
thirty—-eight or thirty-nine and she had this little boy, Burton
Chandler. Burt went to the University of California and was admitted
to the medical school when the war came along in 1941, and he went
overseas. Whe he came back he entered the Franciscan order, gave

up medicine, and became a priest. He'd be my youngest cousin.

Within the last ninety days, after being in the order for probably
thirty years, he met a woman, married her and left the order--after
thirty years! He was a Franciscan monk, the principal of St.
Elizabeth's in Oakland.

Was he around your house very much?

No, no. He didn't come around. My Aunt Nellie would come over for:
dinner and we'd go to dinner with her.

I mean after you were married, were you very close to him? I wondered
if he and Jerry were together a lot.

No, no. Oh, I'd see Burton, my cousin, once in a while.

Catholic and Protestant Influences; Boys' Activities

But my mother was very anti-Catholic. My father would insist upon
us going to church, and this was a cause of tension in the family.

I think it was probably the first quarreling. She was a very deter-
mined woman too, and he was a very determined Irishman. He would
not insist upon us going to the Catholic school. They didn't have
too many Catholic schools then. They tried to get us to go to
Catholic schools but my mother wouldn't go that far. I can remember
the nuns coming over to the house and asking that we be sent to St.
Agnes, but she wouldn't do that. But she did send us to church,

and I made my first holy communion and we used to go to church and
catechism on Sunday very regularly. But in the background she was
always kind of deriding the priests not getting married and the nuns
not getting married and wearing the habit. My mother would ridicule,
really ridicule, the Catholic church, which influenced our young
minds beyond peradventure. My father wasn't there to see that we
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Brown: went but she'd send us to church, and that went on, down through my
sister. Both my brother and sister were confirmed as Catholics,
But I was never confirmed because of an incident at St. Agnes when
I was studying for confirmation when I was twelve years old. I got
into a fight. The nun took me up before the class and hit me on the
hand with a ruler.

Fry: What had you done?

Brown: I think somebody hit my little brother, so I said to him, "If you
touch my little brother again, I'll sock you" and with that he hit
me before I hit him. I'll never forget it. So when I walked out
of the confirmation class I never went back. My brother did, though.
He went on and was confirmed.

Fry: This is Harold?

Brown: Harold. But I never finished and neither my father or mother were
going to the confirmation, so they didn't know whether I went or not.

Fry: You mean that same Sunday morning you went--?

Brown: I went but I didn't go to--well, maybe I didn't even go to church
that morning. I mean, I'd play hookie from church.

Fry: But they didn't know you were not confirmed?

Brown: No, they didn't know. I don't know whether my mother knew or not.
My father didn't know or he didn't pay much attention. At that
time when I was twelve years of age, he was probably too busy or had
too many of his own problems so he didn't pay much attention to it.
But my mother would ridicule hell and damnation and purgatory. I can
remember purgatory-—to her this was ridiculous.

She used to take us to--there was a church on Hay Street, a block
and a half away. She took us to this church. I think that was a
Congregational church. Then later on she took us to the Howard
Presbyterian Church, which was a little ways away.

Fry: What did you think of those Protestant churches? You were first
exposed to Catholic--

Brown: Catholic church first, and then maybe when I was ten or eleven she
would take me to the Protestant church. I can remembher her taking
me on Sunday night--[chuckles] I laugh about it even now. She took
my little brother. I was only six then because I remember my little
brother was only four, and they showed a motion picture of the Holy
Land. It was dark in the theater, and it was a silent motion picture
too, and I can remember Harold kind of wandering around and he hit
his head in the middle of the thing. He said, "God damn it!" [laughter]
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Brown: To this day I laugh about it, but I can remember how shocked we all
were at my little brother in the church. 1It's really a funny incident._
When you talk to Harold you ask him about that. He won't remember it
because he was little, but I remember being the older brother and
being so shocked at my little brother swearing. But it shows you we
were kind of tough little kids.

It was kind of a tough neighborhood. We had the Grove Street Gang,
and there was the rival Fulton Street Gang, and we'd fight. I
remember one of the Fulton Street Gang I persuaded to come on to our
side, but then they captured him and they hanged him. They put a
rope around his body--they didn’t hang him by the neck--and I can
remember seeing him pulled up by a pulley. They put up a pulley and
they 'hanged the traitor."

But it was tough. We used to throw rocks and we'd get into
fistfights. You had to be able to handle your dukes in those days.

Fry: This was at what age?

Brown: Oh, probably eight, nine or ten, eleven--childhood. It was the gangs.
I can remember, of course, going to the baseball games; they let you
in free on Fridays.
When you went south of Market over on Mission Street, they'd always
challenge you to a fight. So my father, who was kind of a boxer, he
kind of taught me to box, so I became a pretty good fighter. I
looked like kind of sissy boy because I dressed better than those
other kids, so they'd always kind of take me on. I guess I was fighting
all the time.

The first thought that I had when I'd see a fellow of my own age,
"Can I lick that guy? Can I defeat that fellow?" [chuckles] Isn't
that funny? Probably that was the Irish in me or the German. There
was certainly a combative spirit. I can remember once this boy hit
me, and I came home and told my father and he said, "What did you do
to him?"

I said, "I didn't do anything."”

He said, "Then you better do something.'" So later I challenged
him to a fight, fought him, and licked the pants off him. [telephone
interruption]##

Fry: Anyway, you licked him. Did your leadership traits that you were
developing along at this time in school by organizing clubs and so
forth, did this come out in the street gangs too? Were you kind of
a leader?

Brown: Yes, I was always the leader of the gang.
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Brown: I can remember organizing these little clubs. We had a nice basement
and we put on plays. I'd write a play and then put it on. We had
these clubs and I'd draw a constitution and by-laws. I don't know how
old I was then. I can't remember. I can remember those clubs we had

in the basement.
Fry: Can you remember any of your plays?

Brown: I can't remember those at all, but I can remember putting them on.
We had girls in them too. We'd get a girl someplace in the neighbor-
hood.

Fry: Did you make a neighborhood production of it then?

Brown: Yes, we'd invite them all in and charge. Then I remember having a
library too. I organized a library and had library books and let
them out. I can remember the kids would take the books out and
never bring them back, so we lost a lot of our books and my mother
made me shut it up.

Parents' Attitudes and Differences

Brown: My mother bought me a lot of books, gave me a lot of reading material.
She really stimulated my interest in reading even as a youngster.

Fry: Do you remember any that stand out that you were especially interested
in, or was it fairly eclectic?

Brown: My mother was a great admirer of Jack London and she would also read
the poetry of Robert Louis Stevenson. She just loved his poetry,
and as a matter of fact, my youngest brother put on her gravestone
up in Williams, Colusa County, a short--I can't remember it--but
Robert Louis Stevenson, it was on his gravestone too, '"Home from the--"
I can't remember what it is.

My father also loved poetry. But his poetry was more simple, little
ditties that he'd read and recite them to us. My dad read the papers
assiduously. He was part of the Tom Finn organization in San Francisco,
which was the Republican organization. Tom Finn, who was the political
boss of San Francisco, was a friend of the family's.

Fry: Did this political work come off on you?

Brown: Do you mean the politics?
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Brown: No, father never impressed me too much as a politician. He was part
of it but never in it. He was more commercial, more interested in
making money. He had one of the first motion picture theaters in
San Francisco. I can remember very indistinctly going to this theater
on Fillmore Street. There was a place called Chutes, and he had a
motion picture theater right near it called the Musee. A great many
of the people that later became heads of motion pictures in Los Angeles
were part of the motion picture scene of San Francisco too.

Fry: Your father knew them?

Brown: Yes, he had a motion picture theater. Then he moved on to Broadway,
where he had the Liberty Theater. They had vaudeville. I can
remember walking through Chinatown. This was in North Beach with
all the Italian kids and Chinese kids around there. I couldn't have
been more than five or six years of age when he had that, so that
would have been in 1911 or 1912. Then a fire destroyed the theater
across the street from his, and they built a beautiful new theater
and that killed his business.

My father was a union labor man. However, he was losing money
so he fired one of his stage hands in the vaudeville and they
picketed his theater, and he became terribly anti-union after that
even though he'd been a union man before that.

Fry: How o0ld were you at that time?

Brown: I was probably six or seven years of age. I have impressions of those
things~-you can see from the way I'm discussing it with you how they
come out in my mind.

Fry: Were you exposed to his strong feelings against labor unions?

Brown: I think so. Labor unions became kind of like the English--bad people.
He hated the English. He'd have nothing to do with them or anything
like that. But that was not translated. I could never understand
that Irish-English antipathy, but apparently my grandparents, Joseph
Brown and Bridgett Burke, had been treated very shabbily, and that
whole family were very anti-British.

My father had two sisters, one was Aunt Edith Braverman. She
married a Jewish diamond merchant and they got along very, very well.
They didn't have any children. Then there was my Aunt Annie Doyle.
They had the stables in San Francisco, Sullivan and Doyle Stables,
which were the biggest stables. Both of my aunts were very wealthy
and I remember my father was always making money or losing money and
the sisters, Annie particularly, would come over to the house with
her daughter Elma and there was closeness, but my mother's anti-
Catholicism would annoy them very much.
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Your mother was rather outspoken with them?

Yes, she would argue with them about religionj I think that came
from her German Protestant ancestry. My mother's father was
apparently a member of Masonic order in Colusa County because I
think in the funeral notice I noticed where he was buried and at
that time there was terrible anti-Catholicism in the country. You
had the APA, the American Protective Association, to protect the
people of the United States from the Pope. There was a tremendous
anti-Papist feeling which probably influenced me to some extent.

Did you try to please both parents or did you feel very torn about
this business of religion?

It bothered us. It bothered me very much that my mother and father
would quarrel over religion. It was really a growing source of
dissension that eventually led to separation. There were probably
some other reasons too which I have no reason to know--but I think
my mother got a little bit annoyed at being alone all the time.

One of the topics on your outline here is about how we used to
go up to the ranch. I remember we'd go up at Easter wvacation, and
I can remember two things that stand out in my mind. My father would
go over in the ferryboat to the Fourteenth Street station in Oakland.
He'd get off and go there and I would cry when he got off. TI.hated
to see him leave. I didn't want to be separated from my father. I
think I loved my father then more than I did my mother even though
she was around. But he'd take us crab fishing, and there was a place
called Harbor View where he'd take us swimming and things like that.
That's where he came from. He came from Cow Hollow, which is down
there around Fillmore and Union Street. That's where all the Irish
were. All of the Italians were over in North Beach--and they used
to fight like hell, too, my father told me. My father, of course,
was born in San Francisco and he went to Spring Valley School.
Apparently his parents didn't send him to Catholic schools either.

What was the basic difference in the personalities of the two parents?

I think my father was a very bright, alert man, but he was more
commercial, more interested in making money, and I think my mother,
when she came to San Francisco and came into contact with some of

the intellects, became more interested in education and in bettering
her mind because she was reading all the time and reading good books.
It was an amazing thing, and she gave me unquestionably a desire to
learn, which was somewhat stifled later.

To explain, I have to go to my third year of high school, where
my father lost all of his money and I knew I couldn't go on to
college, that I had to get out and support myself and maybe help
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Brown: my younger brothers and sisters. I can remember deliberately, in
my fourth year of school, dropping off in my schoolwork and not
studying so that the excuse for not going to college would not
be that I didn't have the money to go. I was in this fraternity
and I wanted them to think I couldn't go because I didn't get the
grades. As a matter of fact, I had all of the recommendations
with the exception, I think, of one or two at the end of my third
year. I had all A's and B's anyway, so I could have--you had to
get, I think, twenty recommendations your second, third, and fourth
years--something like that. I can't remember exactly what it was,
but I remember getting ''recs'" was a way to get into college.
[interruption]

Fry: When I asked about the personality of your parents, was one parent
more openly affectionate than the other?

Brown: I don't think so. I think they were both affectionate. My father
was very affectionate with us. But I think the best example of how
he cared was that he would concentrate on my writing and expression
in reading. He used to have me read aloud, but he was not so
concerned with the content. He was concerned more with the outward
expression.

Fry: The public speaker of the future?

Brown: I don't know whether that was it, but I was always the best reader
in the class. We used to read aloud.

Ranch Visits in Colusaf##

Fry: I want to pick up on what you said about the Colusa ranch because
you didn't tell us what all you did when you visited the Colusa
ranch.

Brown: We lived in a pretty poor piece of habitation. This was my Uncle
Rufus Allen and my mother's older sister, Emma Allen. They had
three children and instead of staying in the Mountain House, a
hotel my mother's brother, Frank Schuckman, operated, we stayed
with her sister. It was a rustic country farm house, not very
luxurious--outhouses, no running water, wells, lots of rattlesnakes.
But they had cows and chickens. I was never much of a farm boy.
They had some good books up there, too, and 1 can remember reading
the books.

My brother Harold loved to get out and work on the farm, and he'd
go out and bring the cows home and things like that. The elementary
school where my cousins went to school [interruption] did have Easter
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vacation the same times as we did, so my cousins would be going to
the little school house where there were the eight grades in one
room with one teacher. We'd go to school with them, and we'd ride
horses bareback back and forth to school.

Which cousins were these?

These were the Allens. There was Gilbert and Lewis and Cleo. They
were all older than we were. Then there were other little kids that
lived in farm houses up there in Venado and where the Mountain House
was. There were probably ten or twelve or thirteen separate farms.
It was all dry farming, too. They had to depend upon rain, and my
mother tells me when she was a little girl, why her father would say,
"Now, everybody get down on your knees and pray for rain.”

Maybe that's how she lost her religion!

Maybe that's where she lost it because the rain didn't come. But at
any rate, we enjoyed going up there. As I told you, I missed my
father very, very much because he and I were really, really pals.
We'd usually stay there for the week's Easter vacation and then
sometimes we'd go up there in the summer too. We'd never go up in
the winter.

There was a creek that ran through the ranch, and when we got up
there in April there was lots of water in it. I can remember my
cousin Lewis spearing fish and showing me how to spear fish. It was
really a very enjoyable week that we'd have. I guess we went up
there maybe ten or twelve times. We'd take the ferry boat and the
train, and I remember place names like Zamora and words like that
always impressed me. [chuckles] There were two or three other
places too up there in that area that--Colusa, Davis, Woodland, and
Dunnigan. I never went beyond Williams. I often wondered, What's
beyond Williams? I mean, that was where we got off the train.

My mother's brothers worked for the Southern Pacific in the
railroad station house in Williams. One of them died very young of
tuberculosis. Then the second one died of tuberculosis, which was
quite prevalent in the valley.

But we still have that ranch. It's still in our family name. My
Uncle Frank was the wealthy one. He was a miser. He didn't spend
any money and didn't give any money to the poorer relatives. He
was very tight. We always regarded Uncle Frank as very penurious
because he never gave my mother anything no matter how difficult
times were. When he died, he left almost a million dollars. But
he left it to twenty-one cousins because he didn’t have any children,
and he left only one share to my mother. She was really rather
disappointed because she thought he'd leave more to her. At the
probate sale, my brother and I bought the ranch. We didn't have
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Brown: enough money to swing it ourselves so we got two other friends to help
buy it, so I have 35 percent and he has 35 percent and the other two
people together have 30 percent. Now, my sister and brother could
have bought it but they didn't want to go in with us on the thing so
they lost their interest in it.

Fry: Besides reading, what else did you do there?

Brown: Oh, we'd gather up the eggs, ride horses, go out and gather in the
cows, and we hiked. There's a place up there called Twin Sisters
that we hiked up. And we roamed those farms and ranches. They'd
have parties. All the neighbors would come in and I can remember
how nice they were.

Fry: What were the parties like?

Brown: Nobody did very much drinking in those days. I can't remember, but
no one seemed to get drumnk but everybody had a good time. They
played music and danced, and we'd play post office.

I had a cousin up there by the name of Gertrude and Gertrude was
just about the same age as I. 1I'll never forget how she took me
out and showed me how to catch snipes. You know what '"catching
snipes' is, don't you? They take you out and they tell you to hold
a sack, and the snipes will come out, and you just wait until they
come out; the snipes go behind the wood or someplace, and then you
catch them. But what they do is they take you out, far away, and
then they go home home and leave you out there waiting for the
snipes. [laughter]

Fry: That was Gertrude's contribution to your--

Brown: That was Gertrude's contribution to my education! 1I'll never forget.
I was so disappointed.

Fry: How far out did they take you?

Brown: Oh, they'd take us maybe a half a mile in the dark, and it would be
© dark.

Fry: Was it scary to you?

Brown: No, no, I wasn't frightened at all. By the way, the Mountain House
was illuminated by natural gas from the grounds up there, but they
didn't pump it up to the Allen place. Then there were the Stovalls
who were very, very wealthy. They were across the way and there were
other ranches. I can't remember the name of the people. But it was
an interesting phase of my life, to be up there in that farming area.

Fry: How much were you really conscious of farm problems?
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None. I wasn't familiar with it at all. They had a nice orchard and
I think they grew wheat and alfalfa, but it was tough going for the
Allens. They raised pork. They raised all their own things. The
food was plentiful and my Aunt Emma was a great cook. It was very
pleasant.

1'11l never forget one day, however, they had shotguns all around
the place because they used to shoot. I got a hold of a loaded gun
and I said, "Put your hands up everybody," and threw them into a
conniption because they were all loaded. They were just scared to
death. They shouldn't have kept a loaded gun around with children
around. [interruption]

Early Perceptions of Politics, Death, and Religion

To go back to your mother. I wanted to ask you if she had any
special political awareness that she got across to you, or maybe she
had her own political activities.

No, I can't remember--I don't even know whether she was a Republican

or a Democrat. My father was a registered Republican because every-

body was a Republican in those days.
What about pﬁblic issues like suffrage?

No, she was not active in that. But I can remember her taking me to
hear Hiram Johnson. Hiram Johnson was, I think, running for United

States Senator so that must have been somewhere in '16 or 'l7 when I
was probably eleven or twelve years of age. You can get an idea of

where she'd take me by the Hiram Johnson example.

Do you remember what you thought of Hiram Johnson at that time?

I remember he walked across that stage and, of course, they didn't
have any microphones in those days and they'd boom it out at
Dreamland Auditorium, which was a very interesting thing. But I have
no knowledge of my mother's political affiliations or any interest.

When I was a little kid, they used to erect the election booths
in the streets of San Francisco. They were a simple structure that
they'd bring out at election day and put up. I'll never forget as
a youngster going down and watching the counting of the returns. I
remember there was a grocery man, Jerry Huntsinger, who was president
of the Grocer's Association, and he was running for supervisor. We

all campaigned for him. It just shows that somewhere I had political
"genes."
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How old were you when you campaigned for Huntsinger?

Oh, probably twelve or thirteen. We got in trucks and went around
town singing songs for him.

What did you say an election booth was?

They used to have a wooden structure that they'd put a flooring on
and they'd put an awning over the top.

Where people voted.
Where people voted in each precinct.

So at least you were aware of the political process at a pretty early
age.

Right.

Maybe that's a good idea--to have it on the street where people
can see it.

I wanted to know more about your mother's attitude toward your
friends as well as toward the street gang activities.

Well, they were always kind of worried that we'd get hurt, but we
never did get very seriously hurt because we were pretty cautious.

I mean we'd fight but nobody got hurt very much. We didn't use any
knives or anything like that. We just used our fists, so nobody could
get hurt.

The sand dunes were very close to our home in San Francisco then.
We used to go up there and play in the sand. Sometimes we'd play
football. They had a lot of poison oak and about every year 1'd get
a terrible case of poison oak. One day I got such a bad dose of
poison oak that my face was swollen, my whole body was swollen,
even my testicles were swollen. But that gave me immunity. I've
never had it since. I never had it after that, I had such a bad
case of it.

We used to go to Ocean Beach and swim out there. We weren't very
good swimmers. I can remember one of the boys, a little boy named
Tony Delucchi, he went out there (without me) and he was carried out
by the tide, right out there opposite Fulton Street in San Francisco.
They never found his body.

You were with him at the time?
No, I wasn't with him. He was a young boy that was our pal and we

used to swim together and everything. His father had the fruit store
across the street from our place.
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Was that your first experience with somebody around you dying?

Well, I didn't even see him dying really. Yes, I think that's
probably the first experience I had of death of anybody that I
really knew.

I just wondered. If you were in a home with a lot of religious
discussion going on all the time on such matters as heaven and
hell and death, then when you confronted a death of a friend, what
went on inside your head?

I can't remember that.
This didn't particularly raise any turning-point questions?

No. I mean you don't think about death when you're a youngster.

I mean, you don't worry about it or wonder what's going to happen

to them. I had another friend, Arnold Schiller, who went to grammar
school and high school with me, a very bright kid. When he was
seventeen he had appendicitis and it burst on him and they operated
and he died. He was seventeen. He was my closest friend.

That was your really close buddy who--

Yes, from grammar school on, lived only three or four doors from me.
That really shocked me. I saw them take him away, and then he died.
He was a very heavy-set kid, though, He was very stocky, built like
a gorilla, as a matter of fact--very big arms and big body, and they
probably had difficulty with the surgery.

At that time, did this raise any questions in your mind?

No, I never had any questions about life or death that I can remember
now. I mean, religion was something that my father made me go to.
My mother took me and I never really particularly enjoyed it.

But as time went on, I think the symbolism of the Catholic church
and the music and the pageantry, if I can call it that, somewhat
impressed me. After my father lost control of me, we didn't go to
church. We were supposed to go, we'd dress up every Sunday to go to
church, but instead of that we'd go up to St. Ignatius playground,
which was a Jesuit church, and we'd watch a ball game. But I would
still go into the church. Even though I didn't go to communion
or the sacraments or anything like that, I used to go in. I used
to like to listen to the music, and I liked to hear the Jesuits orate
even though I didn't go to confession. I think probably from the
time I was twelve when I didn't make my confirmation until I was
probably thirty-three or thirty-four, I used to go to church. After
we got married--of course, we were married outside the church--I1
never went to the sacraments even though I used to go to church.
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Pat, explain this to me, a Protestant: Do you mean that you would go
to mass for the pageantry but not to--

But I wouldn't go to confession and I wouldn't receive communion.
I wouldn't receive the Holy Eucharist.

Neighborhood Ethnic and Racial Groups

Do you remember any sort of objections to any of vour friends by vour
mother?

I can't remember any. I mean, she was a very liberal woman in that
respect. We had Jewish neighbors, Jewish tenants upstairs, the
Oberdeeners, then we had the Israels downstairs. So the only people
I really knew intimately growing up as a child at 1372 Grove were
these Jewish families and I can remember the holy days in the Jewish
[religion]--Yom Xippur and the others, why they'd come up and bring
gefilte fish which they prepared, delicacies and things like that.

My mother was completely devoid of racial prejudice of any kind,
nature, or description. I can remember her talking to me about
people that were prejudiced because a person was black or Chinese
or Japanese. That always offended her. She used to give me hell--
we used to have Chinese laundry wagons that used to go around and
pick up the laundry. We would brick the Chinese laundry wagons—-—
we'd throw bricks at them. Of course, the Hearst newspapers then
were carrying on a campaign against the Japanese, and I can remember,
growing up, that in our hearts, we thought, gee, the Japanese, the
"octopus of the East," taking American jobs. We were very anti-
Japanese. But with the Jewish and the blacks there was nothing like
that at all.

Did your mother talk about—

Yes, she talked about racial attitudes. I can remember that, as a
result of which, I think I have very deep prejudices about some
things, but I don't think I have any about religiom. I get angry at
situations now whether it's an Arab or a black or an Isrzeli. But
growing up as a youngster I belonged to that fraternity that was half
Jews and half Gentile.

What about families of other races in your neighborhood?

In the neighborhood another very close friend of mine is a man named
Otto Johason. A funny thing, I can even remember the address-—529
Lyon. Isn't that funny? And right across the street from me lived
Prescott Sullivan.
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Fry: What races did they belong to?

Brown: Otto Johnson was German. We used to call them Dutch. Then there was
a little Mexican kid up the street, Harry Carne. He was Mexican
ancestry. Then there were the Levins lived in the neighborhood.

Al Levin was a great ball player and Ed Levin his cousin later became
a doctor, a dermatologist. I can remember seeing him when I was
attorney general or something in San Francisco.

Fry: What were they?

Brown: They were Jewish. Then there was Milton Ross, who was German too.
His father had the barber shop, and they lived over the barber shop.
Then the grocery man was named Brown--I can remember these neighbors,
and the people who lived in the Fremont Grammar School neighborhood.
They didn't move so much. Then up on Turk Street and Golden Gate
Avenue, there were a lot of Italian families up there. Down the
street from me was the Boys' Aid Society. The Boys' Aid Society
was a school for boys committed for misbehavior. Instead of sending
them to juvenile detention homes they sent them to this Boy's Aid
Society. It was a private institution with private trustees that
accepted commitments for the boys.

There was my closest friend over a long period of time, a boy by
the name of Harry Kamp. His name was Kamphoephner, but he shortened
it to Kamp afterwards. He and I went through eight years of grammar
school. Then he went to Poly, I went to Lowell. But we continued
our friendship. He went on to the University of California and became
a doctor of optometry. I later on appointed him to the Adult Authority.
I put him on the Women's Board of Parole first. I then put him on
the Adult Authority. He wanted to get away from the practice of
optometry. But he died ten or twelve years ago. He began to drink
extensively. But he was, I would say, the closest friend I had
throughout my life.

Then there were two other boys, the Hills, Ed and Frank Hills,
who lived around the corner from me. Their father was a Russian.
His name was Baraneff; and there were some islands named after him
up in north Alaska. He was a stern old Russian. I can remember
his moustache; we were all kind of afraid of him. We used to go
over to the house and Ed and Frank were very strongly disciplined.
He disciplined--he was a stepfather. Ed Hills was a friend of
mine throughout my life until Jerry ran for secretary of state,
and then he supported Hugh Burns so I turned his picture to the wall.
I haven't spoken to him for probably seven or eight years. It's
funny how friendships like that break up.

But my childhood was really--I enjoyed it very much. When I got
older I ushered in the Edison Theater on Powell Street and I sold
newspapers on corners. I had a Bulletin route when I was just a
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Brown: 1little bit of a kid, I can remember that; then a Chronicle route when
I was in high school. So I always worked--I mean almost from my very
younger days.

Fry: Pat, am I right in assuming that you didn't live near blacks or
Orientals?

Brown: No blacks in the neighborhood at all. There were very few blacks
in San Francisco then. Very, very few. There were a lot of Japanese.
There was a big Japanese community, a big Chinese community. But I
wasn't close to them, no.

Fry: Did you have any of those in your grade school?

Brown: ©Not in the grade school. 1In high school we had both Chinese and
Japanese but not very many. My school, the Lowell High School,
was primarily the academic preparatory school. Everybody that
went there anticipated going to college at some time. They had
more graduates going into higher education than any other school
almost in the state.

Fry: To follow up on this racial question, when you were in high school
with them, did you have any close friends--?

Brown: Do you mean that were black?
Fry: Black or Oriental and that had a distinctive--

Brown: I had a very good friend, a Japanese fellow by the name of Ike
Terasowa. He was almost the only Japanese kid; he and I got to be
very friendly. He wasn't a very good student, and I used to try
to help him. He and I were very, very close--I liked him.

The girls--I'm trying to think of it--there was a girl--to remember
the names of the little girls. There was a girl named Genevieve
McBride.

But we had the Pacific Hebrew Orphan Asylum that was on Divisadero
Street, and all of the little orphan kids used to go to Fremont
Grammar School so throughout the eighth grade there were these six
or seven or eight or nine Jewish boys and girls in the class too.
You could always tell them because they had little patched-over clothes.
Always clean as a whistle, but very plain looking. They were as
identifiable as a person wearing a prison uniform or something.

Fry: Did you try to help them too?

Brown: No, they were just regular kids, but they had to get home right
after school so you didn't have very close contact with them.
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Schoolboy Jobs; Father's Business Ventures

PFry: You mentioned to me yesterday when we were looking at the outline
‘ that your mother felt your father was partial to you and liked you
best.

Brown: Yes, I think that's true. She kind of favored my brother Harold.
As a matter of fact, I would accuse her of it. I would say to her,
"You're showing dirty favoritism to my brother Harold," and she
would say to me, "Well, your father takes good care of you." I'm
sure she loved both of us equally. But Harold was really her pet.
I can't remember—when you're seven years older than your sister,
there's a wide range. Then my little brother Frank who came along
later, he was always a little bit of a tyke and I was away and didn't
pay very much attention to him.

Fry: So it was mainly you and Harold as far as close siblings--

Brown: Right. We were very close. He would follow me in everything we did.
When we were little kids at Christmas time, my father would have
this stationery store and he had Christmas cards. He had them down
in the basement where we put them in little packages of twelve for
ten cents. We'd walk along the streets selling those Christmas
cards at Christmas time, and we'd participate in a kind of a fraud.
I1'd tell people if we sold ten of these we'd get a motion picture
machine because there used to be advertisements in the paper--send
for Christmas cards and you get a prize if you sell your Christmas
cards. But we manufactured our own.

Then we used to work at the fights, too. We used to sell soda
water and I was always a very unethical businessman. They'd give
you ten glasses, and then I'd get an extra glass and 1'd take a
little bit out of every one, f£ill up the glass and then that would
be eleven and I'd keep all the money from the eleventh.

One day they had a benefit fight. I raised the price. I got
all the fellows together who used to hustle--we used to call it
"hustle" at the fights—-and I said to them, "Now, this is a benefit..
We'll raise the price five cents.'" So we increased our selling price
so we'd get two cents a bottle more or something like that--it was
really funny. I think we may have kept the entire five cents extra.

Fry: You inherited some of your father's business sense.

Brown: Oh, yes, he was a regular--without denigrating the Jewish prototype,
he would be out in front of his place and if you would look in the
window or something of his store, he'd say, "Come right in." He was
a real salesman. He was really very funny.
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Did he know about your—

Escapades? No, but he would have approved. Ee would have approved
of our business judgment. He was always a gambler though. No matter
what he was doing, he would shoot crap, and he'd shoot for big stakes
too. He'd lose lots of monmey in a crap game.

Did you experience any inflexible rules from vour parents? Were there
things that were absolutely beyond the pale that they were very strict
about?

I can't remember any right now. We had to be in school. There was
no playing hookxie or anything like that.

I was wondering what those things were that you just thought you didn't
have any choice about.

I can't remember. My father was always determined to make me a good
writer because he wrote a beautiful hand, but I was never any good.
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ar as script?

Right, right.

I wanted you to tell us more about your work with your father because
you worked in his various stores from time to time.

Well, in 1915 during the world's fair, he had a store on Market street.
Ir this store they had all sorts of novelties--pennants, shells, sea
shells with "San Francisco” on them, all sorts of novelties, novelty
jewelry. Then in the back he took pictures, three for a2 quarter, cuick
finish. People woulé come in and have their picture taken in the back,
three for twenty-five cents, thev'd wait ten minutes and they'd get
their picture. They developed them in the store. I didn't work there.
Then he moved to 9024 Market Street.

I thought vou developed pictures in the back.

No, that was at 902A Market Street. That was during the war when I
developed pictures. I took pictures there too later on probably im
'18 or 'l19 when I was in high school. I would take the portraits. It
was relatively easy to do it. We raised the price, three for fifty,
and I would do the developing ané the enlarging. I can remember my
father taking me to a portrait school to learn about it, but I didn't
learn very much at it. I just knew how to take those pictures.

In the back of those stores did he have his crap games going?
He'd have them upstairs at 502A Market. I can remember he had 2 big

table up there, and he’d run 2 crap game every night up there. EHe
did very well in photography during the war because the soldiers wanted
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Brown: their pictures taken in their uniforms. He also had a store at 1035
Market and one at 209 Market and at 189 Market Street-—-four places
where they took quick-finish pictures. One of them was a penny
arcade, the one at 209 Market, and I used to watch that place, watch
the penny arcade, and take pictures in the back.

I can remember one day a fishing company came in. They were sending
maybe two hundred people up to have their pictures taken before they
went away for the Alaskan codfish or some Alaskan fish; I'm not sure
what they were fishing. They asked me whether we could take pictures
of all of them. I said, "Certainly." So I entered into a contract,
three for fifty cents. But I knew I couldn't take one at a time. So
I'd sit three of them down at a time and I'd turn the plate over so
1'd get three on one plate. 1I'll never forget all of the Italian
and Portugese fisherman in the place waiting to have their pictures
taken. I couldn't have been more than fourteen or fifteen years of
age.

Fry: And you were running them through on a production line.
Brown: Running them through. I remember that very well,

We used to watch, in this penny arcade at 209 Market, for the
- fleet to come in. Then the sailors would come in and the place would
be packed. When the sailors weren't there there was no business at
all. That was after the war.

Fry: What did you think about your father's crap games at the time? Were
they known as illegal, Pat?

Brown: Oh, no, those were just social. He didn't run a professional crap
game. This was just a sociable game-~his friends would come up there
and play. I didn't like him to do it because he wasn't making money
and I hated to see him lose money. But I kind of developed a feeling
against gambling at that time. He used to tell me, '"Never give a
sucker a break. The odds are with the house." I was always afraid
that somebody would make a fool of me. I did get fooled a couple of
times.

i

Fry: You were talking about your father's businesses.

Brown: Yes, I worked very closely with him. He would never be up in the day.
He would always work at night. But I had to do all of the buying and
selling at 1035 Market. I could remember when I'd take a girl out,
I'd go in there and open the place up, take pictures of them at night.
I think I took my wife down there one time. There was another girl,
Myrtle Emory, that I used to take out, and we got pictures taken. It

was an interesting job although it was hard: every day to work five
or six days a week.
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Brown: Then I became yell leader at Lowell (some of these things are not too
chronological) but I knew I had to work, so I took this morning paper
route. But I only lasted three months there because I couldn't--the
monotony of following the same route annoyed me so I'd change [chuckles]
the route, and one person who had been taking the Chronicle since 1850
or something failed to get his paper, so they finally thought they
better get another man. But it was hard, that was hard work, getting
up so early. Sometimes I'd take a girl out when I was in high school,
and we'd sit on the steps until finally the mother would say, 'You
keep my daughter out too late.'" But I had to get up at 3:30 in the
morning, go down and put the inserts on the Sunday paper on Saturday
night. I wouldn't want to go to bed, so I'd keep the girl up until
it was time for me to go to work. [laughter] They could never under-
stand it.

Fry: Did your father every run any illegal gambling?

Brown: No, he used to go over and play when the 1035 Market business got bad.
We did very, very poorly except at Christmas time. At Christmas time
we'd make enough money during the four weeks of Christmas to almost
take care of the place during the whole year. But it was monotonous
for him, so he'd go over to a draw poker club and play draw poker.
Finally, bought the poker club. They were really private clubs but
anybody could get into them, so it was a technical subterfuge to be
able to do it. What was your question?

Fry: There have been a lot of allusions that your father--

Brown: He was a bookie for horse racing before I was born or maybe during the
first two or three years of my life, but after that he was never--he
was only in the poker game which operated all over San Francisco, a
private club. You had to get a membership card to play and they charged
for the cards. It was against the law to take a percentage of the game
and he was very strict, although he used to play himself.

Fry: So his only profit from that would just be what?
Brown: The rental of the cards and the time. They'd have to pay time--so

much, maybe fifty cents every hour or something like that. So it was
a relatively small business.

Discipline, Values, Hard Times

Fry: One of my last questions here on your home life is whether the discipline
was rather flexible or did you really have to toe the line?



Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:
Fry:

Brown:

28

I can remember my father spanking me when I was a little boy. I can't
remember for what. But he was pretty—-he was a strong disciplinarian.
There was no foolin' around. We had to be home at a certain time when
we went to the motion pictures in the neighborhood.

Was your mother also a strong disciplinarian?

She was a strong disciplinarian. I mean, we were pretty good little
boys. We didn't steal or anything like that. I can remember one

of the boys stealing something and I told on him; I became a stool
pigeon because he stole money that we were really saving for war
bonds or something, and I knew who it was.

Then the other kids would filch things from the drug store, a package
of gum or something like that. But my father was very strict about
it. As a matter of fact, when we were ten Harold and I sneaked into
the exposition, and he made us go back and pay the fare. So he was
a very, very honorable man.

But I can remember he used to borrow money when things would get
tough. He would borrow it from his tailor. (All his suits were
always tailor made.) He would borrow fifty or a hundred dollars,
then he would pay that back. He was always determined to pay those
debts off. After we started practicing law, when he didn't have any
money he would get it from us. He'd say, "I have to pay that money
back."

There was a man named Pete McDonough with whom -he went to school.
Pete McDonough was the bail bondsman and the fountainhead of corruption
in San Francisco. He was a great friend of my father's. My father
was not in politics. He knew him and he used to borrow money from
him, but he'd always pay it back.

What other of your father's friends did you have any contact with as
a child?

My father's friends?
Yes.

0f course, his sisters. We would see my aunts. There was one brother,
Mike, who was kind of a ne'er-do-well apparently. We never met him.

We never saw him. He was apparently an alcoholic, never got married.
My cousin Florence, who is the daughter of Edith Braverman. Edith was
married to a man named O'Reilley. He died or she divorced him and she
married Sig Braverman who was Jewish and a distinguished gentleman. I
can remember always thinking what a soft-spoken, fine man he was.
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My father had a lot of friends in the theatrical business. Bert Albert,
I can remember that, and a man named Denny Halihan. Then there was

a man he had by the name of Smith. My mother told me that he was a
swindler or '"con" man. Apparently he was a friend of my father's. We
used to go over to his place. He couldn't live in San Francisco. The
police wouldn't let him live there. [interruption]

You were telling me about the man who was--what did you say he was?

He was a swindler. My mother used to tell me. My father never told
me this but my mother would tell me--we used to go over to his place.
He lived in Oakland. He had a very nice house over there. Apparently
he was a card swindler. He'd get in a game and play cards and I think
they called him "Three Fingers Smith'" or something. He was apparently
a friend of my father's. I don't know where he got them.

Later on when you were maybe in your first year in law school, I read
that you would help your father when he would be in a losing streak
or something.

Oh, yes. Well, he was losing money in the card room. He couldn't

pay the rent and his employees. I had the dice game which he told me
not to play. I never told him that I played because I was under twenty-
one, and if I played the police would really get after him in the

legal poker game. This was a legal game in those days. Every cigar
store had '21' and what else did they call it--they played '21', poker,
dice, and another game, '26.' Those were the games. They were really '
illegal but they were permitted in San Francisco and really throughout
the state. They were legal until Kefauver came in to California in
1950; I mean, nobody stopped them. It was just part of the mores of
San Francisco--very profitable to any cigar store that ran them. They
were in every cigar store in downtown San Francisco, in the office
buildings and everything. He told me not to play those games, but,

gee, the house game was all with us where you couldn't lose, the
percentage that you have. So I would make two or three hundred dollars
a month in that, and I'd put it in the bank and save it and my father
would go broke and come over and borrow the money from me. I think

he knew I was doing this,
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II EARLY FRIENDSHIPS AND MARRIAGE

High School Sports and Student Politics

Let's go back into your high school days. There you continued your
habitual behavior of being an organizer and running for office,
being president of this and president of that. Can you kind of give
us a rundown on this?

I was only a little bit of a fellow. I only weighed about ninety-
five pounds when I was a freshman and I was very short. I was
fourteen and four months when I entered. My birthday was in April
and I didn't enter high school until August, so I was really a little
bit older than some of the other kids whose birthdays were closer to
the entry date. But I was very small. I played on the hundred-pound
basketball team and I went out for track; I was on the hundred-pound
track team too. I did the running broad jump.

But I really matured very slowly. For example (not to be embarras-
sing), in my second term, I joined the ROTC, and we had to go out to
the Presidio and have a physical examination. So they had all of the
boys strip and wait for the doctor. So here we are all around, balls-
naked. Well, everybody had hair, pubic hair, and I didn't have any,
and I was so ashamed. I mean to this day--you can't realize what
a little boy thinks. "God, what's the matter with me?" I mean, "I'm
not virile or something.” [chuckles] I wasn't a man. But I don't
think I really began to reach the age of puberty until I was about
fifteen and a half--very, very old in that conmection. It's an
interesting physiological thing, but I don't know what the--

Well, it has a lot of implications for your interest in girls and when
you start dating and all that sort of thing.

I guess I didn't play on the hundred-pound basketball team my freshman
year. I played as a sophomore and we won the championship, and I
played the third year on the hundred-pound basketball team, so I was
still a hundred pounds when I was a junior, so I was still very small.
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Brown: Then I was on the 120s when I was a senior. They played the 100,
110, 120-pound basketball in the fall. They played the 130, 145
and unlimited in the spring. So I played on the lightweight teams.
Never, even when I was a senior, did I weigh more than 120 so you
can see I was a very small kid.

I started the rowing team. Polytechnic High got a whale boat from
some friend of Harry Kamp's family and had it there in San Francisco
Bay, so I thought, gee, this is a good idea. So I got Lowell to get
one, so we had four--Mission, Lowell, Polytechnic and some other team--
and we'd go out on the bay and practice. I was the pilot. I wasn't
even the coxswain. I'd just hold the rudder.

But I was on the camera club because I had been in photography. I
was on the debating society.

Fry: Were you president of all of these at one time or another?

Brown: I was president of the camera club, president of the debating society,
president of the rowing club. They used to call me "E. Brown Crewfounder.'

Fry: It has a certain ring when you say it out loud.

Brown: Well, this girl, Marion Stuer, who was a very nice girl, started it.
We never had a crush on one another or anything like that but we
liked each other very, very much, and she'd say, ""Here comes E. Brown
Crewfounder'" because they had a picture of me in the Lowell biweekly
captioned "E. Brown Crewfounder."

I didn't run for office really until I was a low senior. I ran
for yell leader against the incumbent and beat him. Then the next
year I wanted to run for president of the student body but I was
afraid I'd be defeated by my opponents because one was the captain
of the football team and the other was a football player too.

Fry: So you chose the more realistic alternative?

Brown: Yes, I ran for secretary of state and I won by an overwhelming vote
over the football player that ran against me, a fellow named Mel
Threylkeld. I'll never forget it.

Fry: Did you wish then that you had run for president?

Brown: Oh, yes. I made up my mind as a matter of fact then that if there
was ever anything I wanted I would never be deterred by fear of

losing. I made up my mind just as a principle.

Fry: That was kind of a moral lesson for you.
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Yes, it was, it really was, because I never enjoyed being secretary
of the student body, sitting in the back room writing the minutes.
I won the election, but--

Well, that was one of your really big political lessons.

Yes. But in basketball--gee, I'll never forget. We used to play
basketball from 3:15 (school got out at 3:30) until quarter to six.
We practiced, practiced, practiced. I really got to be a good basket-
ball player. Basketball and track would run about the same time, so
it was hard for me to do both. One track meet I'll never forget.
There was a meet over at Berkeley at the University of California,
and the last event was the running broad jump. I jumped sixteen feet
four inches, which was a foot further than I ever jumped before and
got one point, which was enough to win the meet for my school--one
point! And they were all waiting for us when we returned. It was
one of the times I was a hero.

I got thrown off the basketball team too. I seem to have a tendency
to get thrown off teams by the coach. I went down to have my picture
taken with the soccer team and missed a basketball practice so he
threw me off the team and he didn't let me back in until they had won
the division. Then came the championship game, and again I was a
hero. I was a left-handed dribbler, and I dribbled all the way down
and with a one-hand shot sunk it in the basket in five minutes over-
time. I remember that very, very well.

Is that why you liked to play all these sports, for these moments of--?

Oh, no, I just enjoyed it. I used to play soccer in high school.

Meeting and Marrying Bernice Layne

Now, tell me before we land how you met Bernice.

I think we were in the history class. I think I first met her when

we were selling student body cards and she was the only one in school
who wouldn't buy a student body card. When I first saw her I didn't
pay very much attention to her. She was a little kid with long braids.
She was only eleven and a half when she entered high school.

And you were what?

I guess I was a sophomore. I was a year ahead. But I'm three and a
half years older than she is. Her birthday's this Saturday and my
birthday's in April. She used to go to these parties with the Nocturnes
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the little club that we had. She'd go with one or two of those Jewish
boys, these well-to-do Jewish kids would take the Layne sisters. There
were three Layne sisters. Alice was the oldest. Alice was the least
attractive of the three. Corinne was the second one. Corinne was a

very, very attractive girl. I really liked Corinne more than I liked
Bernice.

Did you take out Corinne?
I took Corinne out a couple of times.

Bernice was in my class in history and she was a very bright,
sparkling girl, and I can remember walking home with her. It was a
long walk from Lowell High School to her home. She lived on Seventeenth
and Schrader and you'd have to walk from Lowell High School--it was
probably a mile and a half or two miles and I'd have to walk her
there and then walk home, but I can remember doing that.

Then I started taking her out when I was a senior and she was a
junior. I think I had a real crush on her although I don't think
she reciprocated, but she used to go out with me. There was another
girl I'd take out. I can't think of her name right now. Catherine
Ward. We were very, very chummy. But there was another boy, named
Harry Bright, and Harry Bright and I would take out Bernice and
Catherine Ward. But I really had a crush on Bernice. I think she's
really the only woman that I ever really loved. I took out other
girls when she was dating somebody else. She would date other boys.
I'd date other girls but it was never really anything serious. Like
Bernice went to a party it seems to me one day with someone else. I
dated a girl named Bea Horowitz, who was an awfully nice girl. I
have a very happy recollection of her as a very nice, well-dressed
young lady in high school, and Bernice was there with somebody else.
I kind of liked her. But I mean the evolution of it I can't remember
particularly.

By the time you were seniors you were going steady?

I would say we went steady off and on. We fought an awful lot, and
then when I went into law school--it must have been during the first
year at law school--I had a date with her one night. (I could only
see her on Saturday night because I was working.) She had an apart-
ment over there in Berkeley. She must have been a junior. (I can't
get the dates related.) I had a fight with her because she broke a
date and said she was sick. As a matter of fact, I went over there
and there was some other lad in her apartment and she wouldn't let
me in. So I resolved that I would never see her again as long as I
lived and I walked away. I always missed her but I had a determination.
I thought she stood me up and I was through.

So it was a real insult to your pride.
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A real insult to my pride. But she came down to see me where I worked
in the cigar store. I'll never forget her walking by and I saw her.

I was working there and she kind of walked by outside, on the street
and then she walked back.

Before that we were quarreling all the time. I mean we were
fighting and she really led me a pretty bad time. She was a popular
girl and had a lot of dates and things and here I am practicing law
and she stood me up which made me very unhappy. But then we started
going together after she came down that time to the cigar store.

Did you go out to meet her as she--?

I called to her and she came over. I can't remember. We must have
not seen each other for maybe six or seven months. It was a long
time.

And you were in agony the whole time?
Well, I wouldn't say I was in agony but it wasn't too pleasant.

They used to all kid me about it though. Everybody knew me, and
they knew Bernice Layne was Pat Brown's girl.

You mean in high school?

Yes, in high school, and after we got out, too. Everybody knew I had
a crush on her.

But then a funny thing, when we went back together again, we never
quarreled at all. It was just like--we'd go out together and it was
really a completely different relationship. I don't know what it was.
We settled down, or maybe she decided she loved me or something, and
we got along very, very well and we didn't quarrel at all. We got
married and everything was very, very--we always got along very well.
But she was so unhappy the first months we were married, living at
the Gaylord hotel in San Francisco. She hated that hotel. We were
in the basement. It was all I could afford. I wasn't making very
much money then. And she lost her job as a teacher because she was
a probationary and couldn't teach. She was a substitute at the time.
But it was a good thing because from there on out I had to make it.
It scared the life out of me too.

We must have gone together maybe from the time I was seventeen
until whenever we got married--we got married in 1930, We got married
in October. I was twenty-five, I guess, and she was twenty-one and
a half and she'd been teaching school for two years.

You were talking about how popular she was--
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Oh, yes, she had lots of friends.

That brought to mind a quote that I read in which you said you were
running against Reagan and the polls came out and showed that he was
better in his showing in the polls with women voters than you were,
and that that really bothered you. I wondered if in high school--

I assume you were pretty popular, Pat, because you were a sports
figure and a class leader.

I had a lot of friends. I really had a lot--
Both girls and boys?

Yes, I had no trouble getting a date. But I was very short for the
first three years. 1I'll never forget going to Clark's Dancing School
and all of the girls were taller than I because the girls mature more
quickly. And these girls at the dancing class weren't very good looking.
I can remember we became their friends but we never really liked these
girls at dancing school. [chuckles] They weren't very good looking.

School Friends in Later Life

There also seemed to be a schism in high school between the kids who
were well-to-do and the kids who were not. You each went to different
places when school let out in the afternoon.

Oh, yes, there was a group that used to go down to what they called
the Bonbonier, which was down the street. They were some very
wealthy children of wealthy parents at Lowell. Most of them were
gentile kids too.

There were a lot of Jewish boys at Lowell. But this group--like
they had a couple of fraternities and in these fraternities they
wouldn't permit Jewish kids to get in. It was the first touch I ever
had with discrimination. It never occurred to me before.

One of the fraternities asked you to join, didn't they?

One of them asked me to join and I wouldn't join because they wouldn't
let Arnold Schiller in, who was my good friend. So I wouldn't join
the fraternity when they wouldn't let him in. Then that's when we
organized our own fraternity, the Nocturnes, and organized the other
one.

Did the Nocturmnes become--
Kappa Sigma Chi, yes. I probably was instrumental in getting them to

change to a Greek fraternity. But these boys in that organization
became my friends for life. I don't see them very often now.
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Brown: Norton Simon I put on the board of regents. Benny Lerer was an old
friend of mine. Most of these fellows did very, very good in their
lives and their private lives. I didn'‘t see very much of them but
throughout my life they've been my supporters. When I was in San
Francisco they always supported me for office, and even when I ran
for statewide office they were with me.

As a matter of fact, Norton Simon gave me $10,000 in 1950 when I
was running for attorney general, which permitted me to run three
great big ads the last week of the campaign, "Elect Warren and Brown,'
and that was the reason really that I was able to put this over.
Warren didn't object to it, by the way, or I wouldn't have done it.
We got word to him we were going to do it. We were afraid he'd
repudiate it. He said, no, he wouldn't do that. He didn't like
Ed Shattuck who was running against me and he liked my work as
district attorney. But the fact is that Norton Simon, whom I hadn't
seen for maybe seven or eight years, when I called him up and told
him I needed this money, he gave me the $10,000, and I never forgot
335

So when I became governor (he didn't give me very much when I ran
for governor) I wanted somebody on the board of regents that knew
business, that would be a little bit of a radical too, and had gone
to the university (he went a very short time, only a year) so I
put him on the board of regents.

Fry: Looks like it's time to get off.

More Sports and Social Activities

[Date of Interview: 11 January 1978]##

Fry: To pick up just a little bit on your high school. There are some
stories that you told me that you remembered after we finished taping
that concern you in your career as cheerleader which was your senior
year, I believe, right?

Brown: Let's see, my low senior year I was cheerleader and my high senior
year I was secretary of the student body.

Fry: You mentioned calling Bernice out of the stands once.

Brown: Yes, I was cheerleader and I had the big megaphone and so I'll never
forget. She was up there and I had quite a crush on her and I said,
"I now need someone to assist me in leading the yell." We had three
men yell leaders and I said, "I think that we should have a woman do
it. Miss Layne, will you please come down and assist me?" [laughs]
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She wouldn't come down and I said, "Miss Layne, did you understand
that the cheerleader wants you to lead?" God, she was so embarrassed
but she came down anyway and finally, with some reluctance, led a yell.
I guess she rather liked it even though she said she didn™t. She
doesn't remember that. I told her about it. I think she does. I

was telling somebody about it the other day because you refreshed

my recollection on it.

Another thing that happened as cheerleader, which has nothing to
do with my romance with her. I prided myself on always being innova-
tive as cheerleader. We put on the snappiest uniforms. We had white
flannel trousers and red jerseys with a white megaphone across it and
tennis shoes. There were three of us and we really looked very natty.
The two assistants were a man named Si Anixter who later became yell
leader and another fellow named Ralph McElwain. We decided that in
the big game against Poly that we would have confetti and serpentine
and as the team came on the field, we'd throw the serpentine and the
confetti and balloons and everything else, that we would hoe down until
the team came on at a narrow little aperture at Ewing Field, to come
on to the field, why, we'd do it. None of the other teams had ever
done anything like this! [chuckles] So, bango, out comes the team
out from underneath and I gave the signal, '"Let them go!'" and the °
serpentine and the confetti and the balloons went up. The only
trouble was that it was the wrong team, it was the Poly team! [laughter]
Oh, my great fiasco, how I blew it! It was really funny. I tried to
save some of it but the whole scheme went out the window. It was
really funny.

Of course, in my high school too (and maybe I told you this) I
was very light until I was a senior. In my junior and sophomore
years I played on the hundred-pound basketball team, so you can see
how small I was. Senior year I went up to 120 but I really only
weighed 115 or 116. I played on the hundred-pound basketball team
and we won the championship twice. 1I'll never forget. I was thrown
off. I told you about that.

But in high school Bernice was in a history class where they had
all the prettiest girls in the class and a very easy teacher, Miss
Peckham. 1I'll never forget her. She never gave examinations. She
read, she never asked any questions. She lived half a block from me
and I liked her very much, but, God, she was a terrible teacher. You
didn't learn any history at all because nobody did any work. She
gave everybody B's and her class was known as a cinch course and
we'd all go in there.

We had a fraternity and we called it the Nocturnes first. There
was no segregation. Did I tell you about that?

Yes, you told me how you organized it.
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We organized this with half Jewish and half Gentile. We didn't say,
"this guy's a Jew, we'll bring him in" or "this guy's a Gentile, we'll
bring him in." It just so happened. We really had a great group and

a great group of girls. They were really--we had a lot of fun and a
lot of dances and things like that. As a matter of fact, on New Year's
Eve, we had a clubroom out on Twenty-Eighth Avenue in San Francisco

and New Year's we wouldn't take the girls that we ordinarily invited

to the party. We always had a lot of girls that we considered push-
overs. 1 mean this party would develop into quite an orgy before the
night was over with.in high school. I mean, imagine, high school, to
run a place out there on Twenty-Eighth. That was way back so the noise
couldn't be heard or anything. I'll never forget it. We had this
place and it was really--we furnished it. We never did any cooking

or anything but it was quite a clubroom.

Then we used to have also dances at a place called the Alladin
Tea Room. We'd hire bands and, really, for high school kids they
were pretty top drawer and the girls liked it. We had the prettiest
girls in the school go to our parties. The same group, the same
Jewish group, there was Benny Lerer and Si Anixter, Norton Simon, a
fellow named Milton Morris, Herb Christ, Frank Hills--I can remember
all these names.

How do you spell Anixter?

A-n-i-x-t-e-r. He went to Berkeley later on and he's a lawyer. His
father owned the Riverdale Creamery in San Francisco, very well-to-do.
Benny Lerer had Lerer Scrap Iron. Then there was a fellow named Herb
Cutner and Perry Liebman, Gus Meyersonm, Roy Cohen. [chuckles] I can
remember those names from fifty years ago, and I remember them better
than I can remember people I know today. But we used to have nice
parties. They were really, really very good.

One thing that stands out that should be in the memoirs. Norton
Simon and Milton Morris and some of these fellows were terrible
gamblers. They would play for stakes maybe up to $1,500-$2,000.
[tape interruption: answers intercom] So where were we?

You were about to tell me about how Norton Simon--

Oh, they would gamble. These fellows would shoot craps, they'd shoot
crap by the hour and Norton had a mind like a machine. He could add

a series of figures. He was one of these people that had a photographic
memory, and with figures he was able to outdistance any of the rest of
us. In shooting crap, he could say, '"Four to five you don't make it,
three to two--" He could keep all those things in mind and he won.

He used to play with older people. He used to play the man that owned
some tea room there, some tea room I can't remember right off Maiden
Lane in San Francisco. They'd go down and shoot crap. When Milton
Morris was ill, he had appendicitis or something and was in the
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hospital, they were all up there shooting crap. The damndest thing
you've ever seen! All these fellows have done well financially over
a period of years. They were all very good, but it was quite a
gambling group too. They all had automobiles except me. I didn't
have a car.

You were a pretty good crap shooter too by that time, weren't you?

No, I was never very good. I was never much of a gambler. I was
always kind of a sure-thing player.

There was one other thing in high school. You were eligible for two
circle block L's on your sweater and yet you were ineligible because
you were on one of the lightweight teams.

Yes, so I changed the constitution so that if you won two block L's
or three circle block L's that made you eligible for a block L which
I got. I got block L's, circle blocks, in basketball and in track.
You had to make at least one point in track and be on the inter-
scholastic team and I think I got one in soccer too.

« I told you I was president of the debating society, didn't I,
and president of the rowing club and president of the camera club?

Yes, and I think you mentioned one of the'tqpics that you debated too.
Resolved: that women should not wear uniforms.

No, you didn't tell about that one.

Or women should wear uniforms. I took the negative.

Do you mean to school?

At schools, yes.

Were the men wearing uniforms?

No, no. But they had the girls all wear the same thing. - [tape inter-
ruption]

One other little private thing. Maybe I told you this. All
these young men that were in this fraternity with whom I associated,
they were all quite well-to-do. I, however, I told you about this--
my father was having financial difficulties so I kind of dogged it
my last six months. I had enough recommendations at the end of
three years, I think I only needed one or two more to go to college.
But I didn't want to tell them that I didn't have enough money. I
wanted to let them think I was so stupid. So I dropped my Spanish
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course. I just took enough units to graduate. I knew I could get
by on that. I had enough units to graduate very, very well. But
the last year, the last six months of high school was really just—

Do you mean you made bad grades?

I didn't make good grades. I did make bad grades. I always made
grades good enough to get by. But during the last two years at
school (that would be '21, '22, and '23) my father had a store at
1035 Market Street and I worked in that store. I told you that too.
I don't want to go back on those things.

You just sketched it in briefly that he had bad times somehow.

Yes, he had this long lease on this property at 1035 Market. He
had a photograph studio in the back. He had novelties. Then he
had a kind of a root beer, one of those great big barrels out in
front. I worked there for two years and then one year I took, to
earn more money, $20 a month is all they paid seven days a week, I
took a Chronicle route, a morning route, get up at 4:30 in the
morning and deliver those papers which was difficult.

Yes, we have that too.

Okay, you better ask the questions because a lot of this is repetitious

Bernice Layne and her Family

On that particular story we have just a small thing that we need to
pick up, and this is why it was more of an insult to your status to
not have the money to go to college then not have--

It's part of the psychology of a little kid. As I look back on it,

it was stupid to do that. T was always aware of the fact that I didn't
have enough. My family didn't have a car that I was driving around
in. I think my father had an automobile then. I can't remember. But
I was often very much aware of my status with respect to these other
fellows. As a matter of fact, my wife still kids about it that when
I'd date her, I would walk up to her house, we'd walk to the street-
car which was five blocks from her home, go downtown to the theater
and come back, walk the five blocks up to her house and I'd take a
taxicab home! [laughs] I don't remember if I did that during law
school or later.

I really had a crush on her from the beginning but she didn't go
with me very steady at that time. I can't remember. It's not very
clear to me about when we started really going steady, but I can
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remember walking home with her from school and she lived in the
opposite direction from me and it was quite a long walk. I can
remember that. I can't remember how we started. I know we went
together, we must have been going together because we were the talk
of the way we'd fight all the time.

You did tell us about your break-up and then getting back together
after which you did not fight!

She'll deny that but it's true, because I remember it very well. She
went to Berkeley for five years to get her teacher's certificate.

The first three years I think she commuted, which was a tough job

in those days because you had to take a streetcar down and she had

to walk five blocks to the streetcar. Then she'd get on a ferry
boat. Then she'd take the Key System to Telegraph, so she had to
transfer and then come hack the same way. But the last three years
she had an apartment over there, she and Margaret Gelder. They lived
together over there in that apartment.

Her apartment was with Margaret Gelder who married--

Frank Mackin, yes, and during that period Margaret was Hiram Johnson's
secretary.

In his Bay Area office?

In the Bay Area office. But she did go back to Washington for about
six months.

Then I think we can go on to something about Bernice Layne's family.
You haven't told us yet who she was.

Bernice was the daughter of a captain of police in San Francisco and
a very famous captain, because he was the captain in the central
district which is the downtown section where they had the Tenderloin
and where most of the trouble--you get out in the neighborhoods, why,
you don't have much difficulty. The central statiom and probably the
southern station were the most difficult. The most able captain they
put in the central station. That was the cream of the crop and he
was there for a long time. He's of Scotch descent; they go back to
Sir Roger Layne. His family had been in the United States for a

long time. Her mother's name was Cuneo, half French and half Irish.
Bernice was the third of a family of five, third daughter. There

was one boy, Arthur, who was right after Bernice and then May who

was about five or six years younger.

But Bernice was the best student of the three. She was by far
the best student of the three. She was younger. She went to normal

_school--finished elementary school by time she was eleven or eleven
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and a half and entered high school. She was an excellent student at
school, pretty nearly a straight A student at Lowell. Latin, math;
she was an extraordinarily good student. She graduated and went to
Berkeley. As a matter of fact, they kept her back for six months.

I finished in June '23, she should have finished in December '23,

but they kept her back for six months because she was too young. She
was only fourteen and they kept her back.

They wouldn't let her into college?
They wouldn't let her graduate.
From high school?

From high school. I think they allegedly disciplined her because they
used to wear long skirts in school, down to their heels, long dresses.
She went to school one day without stockings and they found out about
it and I think they disciplined her or something. I don't know what
the hell they did. You'll have to ask her about that. I can remember,
she was the only--I used to take out other girls at school, but she
was the only one I really loved.

There's some intimation that there's this irony about your father
carrying on--

My father was the gambler and her father was the captain of police.
But they were in different districts until later on. Later on when

I was running for district attorney in the first campaign, my father
was still alive. He was then in Captain Layne's district, but it was
quasi-legal. These clubs ran--

They were private.

They were private clubs but nevertheless, the privacy was only a front
for a gambling operation. They played poker in all of the private
clubs and all sorts of games, stud poker and everything else in these
private clubs and played for momey. The clubs all had something else,
they had places to eat or they had golf or something like that, but
this club was just for poker. But they only played draw poker which
was not illegal under the laws of the state of California. Any public
gaming was illegal, any kind of gambling that was public was illegal
under an ordinance in San Francisco and that's what they prosecuted
on. It was really an infraction rather than either a misdemeanor

or a felony,.

So if anyone wants to write about how your father was at odds with

the law who was represented by your best girlfriend, that would be
a slight exaggeration?
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Brown: Well, not exactly, because it was really illegal. They tolerated it
in San Francisco; they tolerated this type of poker playing. But
there was some question of corruption in those days, corrupting
police. There was a graft investigation later on in the thirties.
This was after I was admitted to the bar, the so-called Atherton graft
investigation in San Francisco.* They threw about five of the nine
captains of police out of the force because they wouldn't testify,
but Captain Layne and a man named Charlie Goff, they both testified
before the grand jury and were given a complete bill of health
because nobody was paying them off; they were tough policemen.

Fry: Did your father have to pay off anyone?

Brown: No, he never paid off. He didn't make enough money to pay anybody
off. But he was a gay Irishman. Let's see, he was born in 1870 so
in 1923 when I finished high school and I worked in his place, he
was fifty-three. Well, he was a relatively young man when I finished
high school and when he was running that poker club, fifty-three or
fifty-four. But he was a very pleasant man. For years he didn't
drink at all. My father was a complete teetotaler. I can remember
going out--they used to have this Uncle Tom's Cabin where we'd go
for dinner. All his friends would drink, and he wouldn't drink at
all. I was so proud of him.

My mother was a very attractive woman too. She was very handsome
and dressed well. She spent a lot of money on herself. She had
nice clothes. My mother used to go to lectures all the time. I'll
never forget when I was a little kid--""Where's mother?" 'She's gone
to a lecture."

Fry: Let's go and get that whole story on yours and Bernice's decision to
elope.

Brown: Well, that's a long ways down the path. Well, not so long--

* Investigation of reported graft in the San Francisco Police Department
by the local firm of Edwin N.Atherton and Associates, probably privately
financed Atherton's firm in 1938 prepared a report on corruption in the
state legislature, and in 1939 a report on problems in the State Relief
Administration.
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III LAW SCHOOL, LEGAL PRACTICE, AND FIRST POLITICAL STEPS

San Francisco College of Law

We could go on to law school first.

Yes, I think that would be more chronological. I went to n%ght law
school and the first two years I worked for my father in this poker
club out in front pressing the button. Did we go into that?

Yes, we did; but what we need to know is what gave you the idea of
going to law school? You could have gone on in your father's
businesses or something like that.

No, I always wanted to be a lawyer. I can remember somebody asking
me when I was seven years of age, '"What do you want to be?"

And I said, "I want to be a lawyer." When I was in high school I
used to go down to the criminal courts and just watch the trials.
Not too often, but I used to do it. T used to go down to the courts
and I really, really enjoyed it.

In an interview that you had with someone else, you said that your
mother suggested that you go to night law school instead of working.

No, that wasn't my mother that suggested it. She didn't know anything
about the law. It was a man by the name of Jerome Schiller who lived
two doors from me. He was going to night law school and he said, '"Why
don't you go to night law school?" I hadn't thought of it. I was
going to go to the university for two years, and then go three years
to law school, but when he suggested the night law school I decided

to give that a go.

My father paid me $150 a month which was a lot of momey for an
eighteen-year-old boy in those days, but that was the going rate for
guys outside of a poker club pressing a button. So he said, "I'll
give you the job and you do the same thing and you've got a lot of
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Brown: time to study." You could sit there. There was very little business
except in the morning when people were going to work or maybe at lunch
and then going home at night. The passing trade for this cigar store
was very, very light because the principal purpose of the location
was not to sell cigars or cigarettes but to be the door-opemer, to
give the club the privacy by not letting anybody in that wanted to
get in.

I'11 never forget one time Captain Goff came in.
Fry: The captain of the police?

Brown: The captain of the police came by and he wanted to get in and I
wouldn't let him in. I said, "Who are you?" He said, "I'm Captain
Goff" and he showed his star. So I said, "This is a private club
but if you want to go in, go in." I let him go in but it was a good
thing that I did because it showed it was really a private club and
that anybody couldn't get in, see. If he had to testify that this
was public gaming, he couldn't do it.

There's one thing, too, that you've got to remember. They played,
in these poker clubs, they only played draw poker because stud poker
was illegal. Draw poker was not illegal--337A of the Penal Code.
That was the law then; I think it's still the law that stud poker,
to play stud poker any place is a misdemeanor in the state of
California. The only law they violated was the law against public
gaming in San Francisco.

Fry: What made it illegal?

Brown: It was illegal only if it were public, because you could play draw
poker and it was no crime.

Fry: Pat, I thought you just told me that your father really was breaking
the law?

Brown: It was really public, that was the reason. Not that he played illegal
games, but the club phase of it was really a facade because anybody
that wanted to join that poker club could join. I think you had to
pay fifty cents but they'd give it to you if you wanted to play poker.
It's 1like the Gardena poker clubs at the present time now. They
cannot play stud poker out there. The can only play draw poker and
a game called panginni. Those are the two things they play down
there. But that's enough of that.

In law school I would leave probably at 5:30 or 6:00 and go home
and have dinner. I can't remember who took over at night, I had
to be at law school at 7:30, I entered law school in August of
1923 as a freshman. I can remember the first year we took contracts,



Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Browm:

46

torts, criminal law, and maybe civil procedure. The first year I was
a very poor student in law school. I just got by. I got by but my
grades, I'm sure, were poor. They're all available, by the way, at
San Francisco College of Law. I'd like to see them some day. The
second year I got a little bit better.

I thought that you had loused up your chances to go to the University
of California at Berkeley and yet you said that was what you were
planning to do.

I think I intended to go to college even though I didn’t go to the
University of California. I don't know where else I would have gone.

I had no thought of going to any other school. I can't remember that.
But I do know that somebody said, "Why don't you go to night law
school?" So maybe I contemplated that. This lad that told me to go

to night law school I had known for three.or four vears before that. He
was two years ahead of me in law school so probably when I was still

in high school, he said to me, '"Why don't you go to night law school?"

I would like to get my grades at San Francisco Law School and I'd
like to have them in The Bancroft Library because the first year
they were very bad. The second year they were a little bit better.
The third year, outside of trusts, they were much better and the
fourth year I was a straight A student. I got over ninety in every
examination I took. Ninety-five to a hundred was A and I think I
had four A's and one B.

I can remember as a youngster with the law, all of this was like
turning on the light. All of a sudden the whole logic of law just
opened up to me. It was amazing. The same thing happened to me in
algebra when I was in the first year of high school, the first year
of algebra. Jeez, I couldn't understand algebra and all of a sudden
it dawned on me and from there on out, algebra was a lead-pipe cinch.
It was just one of those things that once I got the theory--I'm slow
to grasp something, but once I get it then I move very quickly in it.

But I enjoyed the law very, very much. I would work, I studied
all day in the law office. Then at the end of two years, the secretary
of the law school called me up and said, "How would you like to be
the secretary to a blind lawyer [Milton Schmitt]?" I said, '"Fine,
what does it pay?" He said, "Eighty dollars a month." Well, I was
making $150 a month and running a dice game and making another $150
to $200 a month.

You were really in the chips.
I was really in the chips. I had the money. But all I'd make, I'd

lend back to my father because he was always broke and he probably
knew I was running this illegal dice game out in fromt. I was
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violating the law beyond peradventure of a doubt. I was under age,
under twenty-one. He'd run short and I'd lend him $250, $500, $1,000
or something else. 1I'd saved it. I paid my own tuition at law school
and I paid board and lodglng at home to my folks and then I had
something left over.

My brother went to St. Mary's. He finished two years after I did
and he went to St. Mary's on a basketball--on an athletic scholarship.

Clerking for Blind Milton Schmitt

Then at the end of two years, as I say, the secretary, Robert Johnson,
called me and said, "How would you like to be the secretary to a
blind lawyer?" I said, "Fine." Even though the salary was half as
much as I was getting as a law clerk, I took that job because I
wanted so much to be a lawyer and I thought this would make me a
better lawyer. I felt in studying law that I was too far away from
it just reading law.

That was a tough job because I lived on Grove and Lyon in San
Francisco, 1572 Grove, and I'd have to take a streetcar out to Eighth
Avenue and Clement. There I'd have to transfer to a car that went
down to Clement Street. Then I had to transfer again and go out to
Twenty-~Eighth Avenue and then walk two and a half long blocks, very
long blocks. I had to be there by 8:30 in the morning to pick up
Milton Schmitt, take him by the arm, we'd walk those two and a half
long blocks, get on a California Street car, transfer to a cable car.
The cable car used to go to Presidio Avenue, go down all the way to
his office. His first office was at 450 New Montgomery. The building
is still there, by the way. Bank of America 1is still there. 1I'd
like to go back and take a look at it one of these days. I probably
will.

I'd read law to him all day. I used to take my lunch. My mother
used to make a lunch for me and I'd go the park, Portsmouth Square,
and read law and eat that lunch. If it were raining, I'd sit on the
steps in the building and read law because I had to get away for an
hour to do my work. He was busy. I was with him practically all
the time. He didn't have too many clients, but he was a studious
lawyer. He had been with a big law firm before he went blind.

##

The name of his firm, I'll have to give you the way it sounds rather
than the spelling. 1It's Naphaly, Friederick, and Ackerman. That
was the name of the firm.



48

Fry: Did you know any of these other partners?

Brown: No, that was an old law firm. It had really gome out of business
probably in the late twenties, the firm. But Milton Schmitt, he
was associated--he became blind. He was a blind lawyer, you knew
that. He became blind during the world war. He didn't become
blind from any casualty. He became blind from a disease of the
eye. What caused it I don't know. He was a very fine man. You
couldn't have worked for a man and be in that close contact with
him unless he was a very pleasant person.

Fry: So you must have started working for him about 1925.

Brown: Nineteen twenty-five or '26, probably after graduationm in '25. Yes,
that's right, because I finished the work. I took a six weeks' leave
of absence in 1927 before I took the bar examination to take a coaching
course.

Fry: Did you get much court experience under him?

Brown: We were in court all the time. He couldn't read but if he quoted
from cases on an argument or a demurrer, I would get up and read from
the authorities to cite his position. He argued two cases in the
supreme court while I was with him and I sat there with him in both
arguments. We tried four or five persomal injury cases on the
plaintiff side during the period that I worked with him and I would
sit there and help him select the jury. It was very, very interesting.

I developed a habit (and maybe I said this before) of, as we rode

down in the streetcar (he was blind, we'd always get a seat because
we'd leave after most of the crowds had left and we'd go home a little
bit before)--he would talk about various things and I developed a
habit of being able to read law and listen to him at the same time.
I evolved a system that really worked out pretty well. I would just
read words. I'll never forget it. I wouldn't try to understand the
legal problem. I would just read words and numbers, if you will say,
the first time. Then when I'd go back to it at night it was a funny
thing how the mind magnetized or something like a computer in reading
this and when I went back I could remember it.

In case law, some of the teachers were rather slow. They'd give
us an assignment of thirty pages for the following week to read and
study and brief. 1In one course, negotiable instruments, they had
a slow teacher. At any rate, I finished the book at the end of two
months, I read the whole damned thing and so then I could go back and
review it each time. T did very, very well in all those subjects.

Fry: Once you developed that system.
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The last two years you go to school four nights a week and I went
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. So I'd study Wednesday
night. I'd study all day Saturday and all day Sunday. The only time
I got off would be on Saturday night when I'd go over to see Bernice.
I1'd see her practically every Saturday night unless she had a date
with somebody else, which she did from time to time, to my great
displeasure.

Before that you went to law school three nights a week?

Three nights a week the first two years and four nights a week the
last two years. But one other factor during the summer (I can't
remember what summer it was), they had a summer session and on two
occasions I didn't even take a vacation, I went to summer courses
at night.

Two summers?

Two summers, yes, but I can only remember one. I can remember
going twice. But I took a course in mining law and water law
because they didn't give those during the usual session. The
water law course was given by Samuel Wiel who has written a
book on if and the mining law was given by an attorney named
Colby. They were both experts and very good professors.

That came in handy later on.
It came in very handy when I was attorney general.

Can you think of any special case that you and Mr. Schmitt handled
that you would like to give as an example?

Yes, we had one case involving a blind convict who lost his eyesight
while he was working in a prison road camp on the Yosemite all-year
highway. They were dynamiting and the dynamite had a premature
explosion and the explosion went off and blinded him in both eyes.

That was a personal injury case?

No, that was a workman's compensation case. The question was, was
he an employee? The law, of course, a convict loses all of his
civil rights. Milton Schmitt contended that he was on a parole
when he was working in the road camp up there, which was a very
technical thing. But here was a blind lawyer before the supreme
court arguing for a blind man and the supreme court went along with
him. I said, "You'll never win this case, Mr. Schmitt," but he had
great, great confidence.
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Fry: Do you think he won it because of the blind factor?

Brown: Yes, that's the oﬁly reason he won it. The court just went along
with him. They knew the legislature could change it later onm,
which they did.

Then there was another case, Liptak, a man who was blinded in one
eye in a nonindustrial accident and then blinded in an industrial
accident. The question was whether it should be a hundred percent
disability or only fifty percent and he took that case and won
that case too. He had a probate practice which produced good fees.
His earnings were in the neighborhood of $25,000 a year, which at
that time was very, very good. When you think of how long it took--
he had to do his research through me for the trial.

I remember the case of Atlantic Fish Company vs. Dollar Steamship
Line where codfish was sent through the Panama Canal and when it
arrived here it was all rotten, the heat, they didn't keep it under
refrigeration. We tried that case.

He had another case-—-these were interesting cases--Hoffman vs.
Eastman Kodak where the Hoffmans went down to the Grand Canyon and
took motion pictures and gave it to the Eastman Kodak Company to
develop and they lost the film. At that time taking pictures in
'26 and '27, motion pictures, was a very unusual thing. So he got
a judgment for the whole cost of the trip to go back and take them
all over again. But the appellate court reversed it, holding that
they could only get the film back which was a terrible ruling. I
want to get that gal on the phone and see if she got that notebook.
[tape interruption: Brown makes telephone call]

Law Student Association; Visits to Yosemite

Fry: While you were in law school and working for Mr. Schmitt, I bet you
had something political going on, that you were organizing something
or being president of something at the time.

Brown: I organized the student body at San Francisco Law School. I can't
remember being in any campaign. [tape interruption] Between law

school and Bernice, I was pretty busy. I didn't have much time for
leisure.

Fry: What do you mean that you organized the student body?

Brown: We got a student body president and we got out a journal too. We put ot
a journal there, a law journal, and I got that organized too.
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This had not been done before?

I started a fraternity in law school, too. It was an interscholastic
legal fraternity, Sigma Delta Kappa, and I got an affiliate in San
Francisco Law School and I was president of that. [laughs] Oh, my
golly!

Did you.say the student body had a president but no organization?

They didn't have an organization when I came in. I organized the
student body. It was a private--everybody was working during the day
and going to law school at night so people didn't have any time for
extracurricular activities. We probably only had in the whole school
probably 130 students altogether in the four years. That's about all
we had. Maybe they'd start off with about sixty but by the time they
got to the senior year the night law school going was pretty tough.
You'd end up with maybe twenty-five or thirty students in the class.
That's all that would finish. It was a tough job. Most of them did
pretty good.

I remember every year, I would take two weeks off, though, and
I would go to Yosemite National Park during the four years I was at
law school. '

Who did you go with?

I used to go with Frank Mackin and Eddie Strehl and a fellow named
Walter Hancock who later became a Jesuit priest. My brother would
go up there with me too. We'd hike those mountains. I can remember
one day we hiked twenty-seven miles and I just loved it.

In one day?

In one day, yes. Some of it was uphill! It was really--but I just,
in my entire life I can't remember anything that I enjoyed more. Of
course, at night they used to have the dance up there. 1 can remember
sitting on the porch of Yosemite Lodge and when the bus would come

in we'd look at the--we used to call it '"look at the stock''--to see
the women coming in. [chuckles] Then we'd pick them out. We'd say,
"This one is for you, this one is for me." Of course, we weren't
always successful in getting the ones we wanted. We'd have wienie
roasts. As a matter of fact, I went to the dance one night with

a fellow named Tom Lynch who was later my chief deputy.

And attorney general.

And attorney general. We were at the dance and Tom was taller than

I was. There were two girls over there and I really liked the taller
one better, but he didn't have the courage to go over and get her.

I did.



52

Fry: He's quite tall.

Brown: He's quite tall. He's about 6'l", I guess, and I was 5'10 1/2". So
I wanted this girl but he got her. I went over and introduced myself
and brought them back. The other little girl was very cute, too.
They were all University of California students and there were about
eight of them up there on vacation. Well, those two got along like
two bugs in a rug. You'd never seen two people--Tom I don't think
had ever really dated another girl before. Her name was Pat Summers
and by golly they got married and lived happily ever after. The
other girl, I can't remember the name of the other girl but she
was very, very pretty too. We'd go to these wienie roasts that we
used to have around the beach. I have a picture now of Tom and Pat
where she wanted to get out of the water. We'd go swimming at night
if they were going to have a bonfire. I can just see Tom keeping
her in the water; I never saw two people that really got along as well
as those two.

Now, Bernice never was up there. She never was at Yosemite National
Park with me until after we got married, or maybe after I got by the
bar examinations we may have gone up there together. I can't remember.

My brother worked up there. I didn't work up there because I was
working with the lawyer. -

Fry: Harold?

Brown: Harold went up there with us. I can't remember when, but he hiked
all over with us too. We were in great physical condition. At
that time I smoked. I can't remember how much I smoked but I never
smoked a great deal. But I only weighed 135-140 pounds. I grew until
I was twenty-three years of age, an amazing thing, a very slow
maturity. I think that's part of your genes somewhere along the
line. But I can remember starting out in law school, I only weighed
about 120 or 130. Bernice was almost as tall as I was when I first
started dating her and I see people now that I regarded as tall people
and now I'm taller than they. It was a very, very funny thing because
I grew until I was twenty-three or twenty four.

Fry: You entered law school at eighteen?

Brown: Yes, eighteen and two months.

Fry: So you kept on growing all through law school.

Brown: I kept growing throughout law school and the people I thought were

tall when I entered were not tall any more. Isn't that funny? It's
a very peculiar physiological thing. I can remember when I started
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practicing law and I was twenty-two, I only shaved twice a week. I
was not very hirsute. It was a very slow development., I think it

'was somewhat of a slow mental development, too, because I noticed

as I got into law school how much easier it became. Of course, not
having gone to college and working all day, you don't get into that
academic atmosphere. That's not the word. You don't get attuned
to the study. One thing that's always bothered me is not having
taken English or history in college. A person who goes to college
doesn't realize it. I've always suffered from somewhat of an
inferiority complex with college people--classroom contact that you
have, pronounciation of words and things like that.

Words that you read but don't—-

That's right. I read a great deal. I was always a great reader.

I went to the University of California Extension. I can't remember
whether I took that after I got through law school or whether I was
doing that and law school at the same time.

What did you take?

I took courses, I'll never forget, from a man named Raymond Kitell
who was head of the political science department at Berkeley. I

took a course in philosophy, I took a course in the world's great
books, I took ten great books and read all ten of them. That must
have been after I got out of law school though because I couldn't
have done that and gone to law school too. Then I took a course from
Brother Leo. I took quite a few units.

Brother Leo was what?

Brother Leo was one on poetry. I can never forget him reciting this
poetry. Poetry didn't have very much appeal to this uncultured
young law student, but the way he read poetry it just came alive

to me. I'll never forget that. [tape interruption: Brown makes
telephone call]

We're still talking about your working for Miltonm Schmitt and law
school. You had just mentioned that you feel ill at ease about
some things that you felt you should pick up academically.

Yes.

That leads into a question that I wanted to ask you. You have
written in Reagan and Reality that if you had it to do over, you
would have gone ahead and gotten those recommendations in high
school that were necessary for applying to an academic institution.*

*Praeger Publishers, New York, 1970.
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I don't know whether I would have or not. It's hard to say. I was
always a young man in a hurry, as I look back on it, coming out of

law school at twenty-two years of age. I guess I was almost twenty-
two and a half when I got by the bar examinations, I don't know.

As I see people now who have gone to colleges and universities,

maybe four years there would have done some good. I don't know. It's
hard to say. You look back on your life, you don't know; what the
hell, you can't tell. But let's go ahead.

To wrap up Milton Schmitt, what do you think you learned? Can you
kind of sum up what this meant in your life?

In the first place, he was a very methodical man. In his blindness

he had to move very carefully, so he slowed me up considerably in
moving ahead. He was a very thorough man. [tape interruption:
telephone] He was very thorough and very precise. He would have me
read and reread something until he fully understood it and he would
draft a document and redraft it, and he had a great deal of experience.
So he really gave me a two-year head start on most young lawyers that
had to do it after they got by the bar examination. This was a good
apprenticeship program to say the least.

After I got by the bar examinations, I didn't know what I was
going to do, so I stayed with him for--I got by some time in October,
1927. I stayed with him until January when he went out of his mind.
I told you that, didn't I? The blindness turned into a mental
condition. Have I told you about this? He had shown some signs of
irrationality. He took larger offices and started decorating them
and paying rent that I thought was far beyond his ability to pay.

He and an attorney by the name of Harold Raymond were associated.
They just shared office space together and I wondered where he was
going to get the money to pay. Then he made the statement, "I'm not
going to take any case unless there's a $5,000 retainer fee."

Well, I knew very well he wouldn't get very many cases at that
figure. But I didn't know. I couldn't just exactly figure out what
he was getting at. For me, to show signs of irrationality now even
though you and I were very, very close, it doesn't become manifest.
It's kind of a slow, degenerative process.

But one day he had me measure a street with a tape measure. 1 told
him, "I can get this at the city engineer's office."

He said, "No, you just measure it." Then he said, '"You know,
Mr. Brown'--he always called me Mr. Brown--"I'm Jesus" or something
to that effect. "I'm like Jesus. I carry a cross like Jesus did.
My cross is blindness.”" Well, that didn't sound so irrational. He
had a lot of time to think about it and all that. But he had a case
in court and he prepared a scurrilous writ of mandate.
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He said, "Take this out and file it." I took it out and filed it,
but I went in to see the judge and I said, "There's something wrong
with Milton Schmitt. I don't know what it is."

The next day his wife called me up and she said, "You come up and
get Milton." Well, I was a little bit afraid of the man. He kept
talking about death and things, that he might want to take me with
him. He said, "I'm going to make a million dollars for you, Mr.
Brown. 1I'll make a million for myself and a million for you." I
was afraid he might grab me around the neck (he was a very powerful
guy) and choke me to death or something. He was really a very gentle
man except when he got very angry, and he used to get very angry at
courts and things 1like that.

I took him down there and kept him all day and then I returned
him that night. The next day they took him to the mental institution.
They took him to the psychiatric ward of the city and county hospital
where he was committed to Agnews and three or four months later he
died. I have no idea what he died of but it was probably paresis,
probably tertiary syphillis. I could be very wrong about that and
I might be doing the man a great injustice. I have no diagnosis.

A Variety of Attorney Associates

I fell into his practice. I kept almost all the cases he had. He
had a probate case; he had three or four trials. I was twenty-two
and as I told you I looked much younger than twenty-two because I
only shaved twice a week. Here I was and these people, I'm sure
they liked me but they wanted a more mature lawyer. They didn't
think this young fellow just by the bar examination could get by.
Then I began to get a few cases of my own.

Do you mean some of those dropped out?

I can't remember who dropped out, but I held a lot of them. I tried
some of the cases myself and won them within the first year. Then
there was an attorney who is now downstairs in the same building,
450 North Roxbury, by the name of Don McClure. Don saw me, we'd

see each other in the elevator, and he called me in and asked me
whether I wanted him to work for him. So I went to work for him

for fifty dollars a month plus my own practice, and he paid all the
rent and gave me a secretary and everything.

I wondered how you got started and what you did for law books and
things like that.
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I used his law books. Then when I was there with him for about four
months or five months, he called me in one day. I was very busy
with his work, but also very busy, I began to develop a little practice
I had a lot of friends around San Francisco. He called me--I can't
remember the months but it must have been maybe around June--and
said, "You're fired!" I said, "Why? Am I not doing satisfactorily?"
He said, "You're doing very satisfactory work, but you're doing more
law work than I am on your own. I1'm doing you a favor. You might

as well get out and handle your own practice." But I didn't have
enough confidence to do that. So I went to work for an attormey
named Jefferson Peyser. This was in the depths of the Depression.
This was in '28.

Not yet was it?

Well, let's see. The Depression I don't think came until about '29
or '30.

The crash was October of '29.

Well, things were pretty good in '28, I guess. But the building
business had already begun to flounder in late '28, and the kind

of legal work Jefferson Peyser would do was working on mechanics'
liens. He did a tremendous amount of mechanic lien work or material
men's liens. As a result of that work, when the buildings began to
fail, he would take over the building for the material men, the

people who furnished the labor and materials on the job, would complete
it, hold it in trust, and sell it. If they wouldn't go, he'd go into
the bankruptcy court. He was very, very busy and I got into the bank-
ruptcy practice then and learned the bankruptcy practice and worked
with them for about a year.

But then I decided I had to strike out on my own. He wasn't paying
me very much money, and so I went in with three other lawyers in the
111 Sutter Building--an attorney named Joe Anderson, an attorney
named Ingemar Holberg, and an attorney named Les Gillian. They all

did very, very well. But the way, I'm the only survivor. The other
three are all dead.

I was thinking that Harold was in with you there.

Harold didn't get by the bar examination until three years after I
did. He didn't get through until October of 1930. He went two
years to St. Mary's. He's two years younger. Maybe he only went
a year to St. Mary's. Then he went into night law school. But at

any rate, he was three years behind me in law school--two years younger
but three years behind me.

So you went in with Anderson, Holberg and Gillian?
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Brown: Yes, just office associate. We all had our own law practice. I
can't remember the history of when we went. I think Harold and I
went in with a fellow named Ed [Simeon S.] Sheffy who was with
California Land Title Insurance Company.

Fry: What kind of law practice was this mainly that you had with
Anderson, Holberg and Gillian?

Brown: We were all individuals. I did mostly personal injury. I had a
couple of small probates, probably would handle maybe twelve divorces
a year, uncontested and contested divorces, small corporations.
There really weren't any tax problems then. It was just a general
practice. [tape interruption: telephone call]

Fry: So you didn't have any criminal work?

Brown: Maybe minor criminal work. There was one case. Oh, at the same time
that I had this law business, I had a fellow student, a girl, who
was the secretary to Federal Judge St. Sure. She was in my law
school class. I went over to see her and asked to be appointed to
defend people without funds. They didn't pay you anything then for
doing it, and he assigned me to four 6r five cases so I did have
some criminal practice in the federal court. I went over to the
federal court and would defend these people for nothing. Some of
them I tried and I really worked like hell on those cases. I can't
remember the year that that was.

There was something I was going to tell you and I forgot about
it, a criminal case. I had several criminal cases that I represented
in the federal court. I tried one or two of them. ‘

Fry: I think you were about to tell me one that you had in Anderson and
Holberg's office.

Brown: I was making changes quite a bit then, trying to find my spot in
this business. Oh, this was what I wanted to tell you. In 1932,
Franklin Roosevelt became president of the United States. I was a
Republican then. I was a Republican from the time I started until
1934. Tom Finn was the political boss of San Francisco and he was
a close friend of my father's. So he called me up one day and said,
"How would you like to be assistant U.S. attorney?" I said, "Gee, that
would be great." I went home and told my family I was going to be
appointed U.S. attorney.

So the U.S. attorney came over to see me and he said, 'You're
very young looking. You should buy yourself a new suit and a stiff
collar so you'll look a little bit older." That was no impediment
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to my getting to be an assistant U.S. attorney. [chuckles] So I

went down and bought myself a new suit and got myself a nice new shirt
a stiff shirt or two of them with a stiff collar (they used to wear
stiff collars) and two or three neckties. I was living at home

then. Gee, about a week or two weeks later I got a call from the

U.S. attorney, I.M. Peckham, who was one of my teachers in law school.
He was the acting U.S. attorney. There was an interim before the
putting a Democrat in there. He was a Republican. He was the acting
U.S. attorney.*

He came over to me and said, '"Gee, I'm sorry. I can't appoint
you." I said, "Why? What's wrong?" I thought it was maybe because
my father had been in the gambling business that they wouldn't appoint
me. He said, "I'll tell you why you can't do it. Senator Shortridge-
[tape interruption: telephone##]

There was a holdover. I.M. Peckham was the chief assistant U.S.
attorney and a man named George Hatfield was the U.S. attorney and
he resigned, so Peckham became the acting U.S. attorney. Now, maybe
he could have resigned before, but as I remember it was 1933. At
any rate, let me give you the story and then we'll get the dates.

He came over and said, "I can't appoint you." I said, '"Why not?"

He said, "Because Senator [Samuel] Shortridge's son wanted his
partner appointed, Henry Clausen.'" So Henry Clausen, who later
became the grand master of the Masonic Order of the State of
California, became the chief assistant U.S. attorney, took the job
that I was supposed to take. So I found myself with a new suit
and a stiff collar but no job! [tape interruption: telephone]

1928 Assembly Campaign; Tom Finn's Republican Machine

What about your 1928 run for the state assembly? How did you ever
decide to do that?

This Milton Schmitt, he was an assemblyman. Did I tell you that?

He had been formerly?

*January 3-May 13, 1933.



Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

59

He had been formerly. He'd serveéd four terms in the legislature,

a very conservative Republican from a very conservative blue-stocking
district in San Francisco. He said to me, "Pat, never get into
politics. Please never get into politics. It's unsatisfactory.
You're a good lawyer. You can make money in the law business. Don't
waste your time in politics."

I said, "I won't, Mr. Schmitt." But the first campaign that I

get into was in November of 1928. So I ran for the assembly against
Ray Williamson and a fellow named Frank Goodban, the three of them.
Bernice and I were not married but we were going together. She must
have still been in school. Yes, she was still in college. We didn't
have any money. We had some signs and we had some cards--'"23 years
in the district." [chuckles] That was our slogan; that was my age,
twenty-three years in the district!

She would ring doorbells for me though. She would ring one side
of the street and I rang the other. We couldn't ring very many
precincts. We did the best we could, but, God, it got pretty dis-
couraging walking up those steps on those hills in Castro Street in
San Francisco. It was the Twenty-sixth Assembly District. I'll
never forget it: the ones she rang I carried, but the ones I rang
I didn't win. [laughs] She was able to win them, but I didn't!

We only got 550 votes and the winnmer got 1,800. It was very small
and the second guy got 1,100 and I got 500, so Ray Williamson was
re-elected. I ran as a Republican. There was no Democratic candidate.
As a matter of fact, there wasn't a single Democratic legislator in
San Francisco I don't think at that time. Everything was Republican,
the whole city was Republican at that time. Tom Finn was the political
boss. He was a Republican.

I had very few people help me. My fraternity friends from Kappa
Sigma Chi helped. [tape interruption: intercom] They put in money
and put up signs and whatever money I had--[tape interruption:
telephone] I made speeches around, but it just shows you that even
as a youngster that I was really more interested in politics and
government service than I was in practicing law. I just had that
political bug from the very, very beginning in this thing. It was
part of me.

You were out of law school and you'd give anything to be president!

One year, and I had the genes in me to rum then. Of course, my
wife (at that time we weren't married) I can remember she didn't
want to say, 'Vote for my boyfriend." She said, "My brother's
running for assembly.”" [laughs] But I can just see her yet. She's
four years younger than I am. That was 1928 so I was twenty-three.
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She was only about nineteen then or eighteen and she was still in
school and trudging up and down those stairs for her boyfriend.
We were getting along like two bugs in a rug then. We really got
along very, very well. Of course, she didn't see very much of me
so she didn't see enough of me to get tired of me, see.

At that time the legislature only met three months a year or so,
right?

Yes.

And the pay wasn't very much.
$200 a month.

And what would your expenses be?

Well, you don't think of that. You don't think of it. You get in
there and $200 a month, it's hard to figure out your finances at
that time. For example, our rent when we first got married in
1930 was only $45 a month.

Two hundred a month was a pretty good income.

Sure, it was.

But I sort of get the message here that wasn't really why you ran.
You ran because you were interested in the race.

I was interested in politics and government from the very beginning.
Also at that time, this was in August because it was the primary.

Yes, it was August. That's right. They had primaries then. But
the guy who won the Republican nomination had no opposition because
there were no Democrats and this was a relatively poor district-—-
Castro, Market, and that area-—and still it was all Republican then.
It shows you how things changed later on. Sam Grey challenged the
Republican county central committee and Tom Finn's machine with some
other candidates.

I was reading about this in the Examiner. The paper never mentioned
any of the other candidates. Finn's machine or organization came
out backing a certain slate for assembly and senate posts. You were
not one of those they backed.

No.
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Fry: Did you have any relation to this larger movement that apparently
was trying to weaken the Finn machine?

Brown: No. My father liked Tom Finn. He'd borrowed money from Tom Finn,
so Tom Finn was really a friend of mine. He was the one who later
tried to get me the U.S. attorney appointment.

Fry: However, he backed the incumbent in this election. Finn did; he
didn't back you?

Brown: ©No, no. The incumbent was his man. All the assemblymen were Tom
Finn's men. They were all part of the Finn machine.

Fry: Yes, I noticed that. They endorsed all but two of the--

Brown: I went over to see him. I can remember going over to see him. He
was very nice to me, but no. He knew I couldn't win so he didn't
give a damn.

Fry: What did you think of Finn?

Brown: He was a genial Irishman. He was an honest man. I don't think there
was ever any charge of corruption against him. He handed out the
patronage and had a very strong political machine in San Francisco
which turned out very well. [tape interruption: telephone]

Fry: I looked through the Examiner reading the stories in all the issues
in August, and I couldn't find you mentioned at all. Did you have
any newspaper coverage?

Brown: [laughs] No, none whatsoever. If I got my name in the Eureka Valley
News I would consider myself very lucky! No publicity. We had some
signs. I guess we spent maybe $500 altogether of our own money.

Fry: Who's 'our?"

Brown: It was just mine and maybe Gus Myerson, two or three of my fraternity
brothers that got out for me. That was all I had. I didn't really
expect to win. But it's a funny thing: I found out at that time
that no matter how poor your chances are, if you're an optimist you
always think you have a chance to win.

Fry: You think in terms of the votes you did get actually!

Brown: When I got five hundred votes I thought, "My God, I must have rung
more than five hundred doorbells.'" We had a car. I went into all
the stores and everything else. But that was my last venture until
I ran in 1939 for district attorney and that cured me. That was
'28, so that was a long time.
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When you say 'cured" you, do you mean--
I didn't run again.
You didn't want to run again?

Oh, I did. As a matter of fact, I got active in the Republican
party. I supported Herbert Hoover in 1932. I made speeches for
him and some of my legal work came [from that]. I was paid by the
public utilities to fight municipal ownership. I was a conservative
Republican but I didn't really have any political philosophy at the
time. It was Hoover and I kind of liked Al Smith when he ran, but
there wasn't any philosophic feeling like the young people of the
Free Speech Movement at Berkeley had in '64 and '65. It was purely
politics. It was winning for them. Because you've got to realize
that the Democratic party didn't have any real philosophy then. I
mean it was Cox and Al Smith and who was the other candidate? I
even forget his name. I can't remember who ran against Harding.

In '28, Al Smith ran. In '24 wasn't it Cox?

Yes, I guess it was. But this was a development of mine as I
moved along. My change in 1934 after Roosevelt had been in for

two years, a lot of people thought T had changed because it would
do me more good. Well, I had no idea whether it would do me more
good or not, whether I went into the Democratic party. It was just
that philosophically I felt the Democratic party was better. But
I'm afraid we're going to have to terminate because I want to make
some telephone calls.

Okay. I was going to ask you about some of the issues. Did you
carry on an issue campaign? The issues were prohibition and a
transbay bridge--

I was against prohibition at that time because we were all drinking
and I thought it was hypocritical.

A transbay bridge. They had just decided it should be public, not
private.

Good. I can't remember that.

Removal of the state gas tax law because the automobile lobby was
getting stronger.

I don't remember those issues at all. I probably didn't pay any
attention.

I'1l let you go.
Okay.
it
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IV ADVENTURES AS A YOUNG ATTORNEY
[Date of Interview: 23 January 1978]##

Building a Law Practice

One of the first times I found you mentioned in the San Francisco
newspapers was a case in which you were the attorney for a woman
who--I thought I recognized the name and sure enough she was your
mother--she was suing the streetcar company to keep up the streets
beside the tracks. Do you remember that?

Oh, yes, yes. Well, I represented some client. I used her as a
nominal plaintiff, see, Ida Brown. [laughs] Ida Brown versus—
wasn't it versus the Califormia Street Cable Car or something?

I don't know who I wanted--get that double chin out of the picture--
I wanted--what the hell did I want?* What did the clipping say?

You didn't bring the clipping down with you?

No, I couldn't bring the clipping. All it said was that the suit
had been filed and then later on in the story it mentioned that
she was your mother and that was about it, and some statement that
she felt that it was high time that the streetcar company or the
cable car company kept the streets up~-kept its tracks in a little
better condition, and you mentiomned that this was a city ordinance
that had never been followed very well.

Yes, I remember that. [laughs] I remember. I remember the judge
saying, '"What are you trying to be, an Adolf Uhl?" Adolf Uhl was
the city pest. He would bring all sorts of lawsuits against the
city.

*At the beginning of this session, Fry is taking photographs of
Governor Brown.
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The judge said, "What are you trying to do?" I'll never forget him.
But I really had a good piece of litigation. The city charter man-
dated the cable car company to keep the space the between the tracks
in good condition. I lost it but I should have won it. The judge
just didn't pay any attention to me, but I was really right about it.
I remember the case though. It was an effort on my part to get known.

I don't know whether I told you this (maybe I did), I didn't have
too much business, so another attorney and I decided we'd try
advertising. All you could do was put your name in the newspaper.
So Brown and Louis Lecera (I later appointed him to the bench), we
just put our names, ''Louis Lecera, Edmund G. Brown, attorneys at
law." You couldn't put anything else in. You could just put your
card in the paper, "attorneys at law.'" I think the only case we
got as the result of the advertising were two people that were
doing life over at Alcatraz. [laughs] But we decided that we
could at least get a trip over to Alcatraz to see them. So we went
over to Alcatraz Prison to see these two prisoners that wanted
these two young advertising lawyers to try to get them out. When
we got over there we found out they didn't have any money so we
decided not to take the case.

What happened betweemr you and the county bar association?
Nothing. You could (I checked it out) you could put your card in
an advertising section‘of the paper, a personal column. You can't

say ''divorces" like you can today--'""Divorces, $100" or something
like that. But that's all we put in the paper.

District Court Public Defenders

But then another thing I did, which is somewhat interesting. I knew
a girl (she went to law school with me) who was the secretary to
Judge St. Sure, who was a federal judge. So I went to her and I
said, "Why don't you get me appointed to defend some of these
criminals who haven't any money?" Did I tell you about that?

You did say that you did get some criminal law cases, but you didn't
tell me about any of the cases. If you can think of some—-

I can think of three that I had. The first one I had was U.S. vs.
a man named Petras who was a Greek. He was charged with false
swearing in a naturalization proceeding. They'd asked him whether
he had ever been arrested in his preliminary examination and then
they asked him again in the final one when he came up for the final
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Brown: papers and in both cases he said, '"No," and he got his citizenship
papers. They later discovered that he had been arrested about
fourteen or fifteen times so they charged him with false swearing
in naturalization proceedings. So I talked to the Greek and he said
he didn't understand the question. He said he thought that it meant
found guilty of the charges, and in every one of these cases he
had been dismissed with the exception of two misdemeanors and in
the two misdemeanors he had pleaded guilty, and I think fined $50
or $100, two very simple misdemeanors. It was kind of hard to
equate that with the defense of not understanding the charges.

So I tried it before a jury, and I can remember I didn't even
know what kind of a motion to make. So I go over to the U.S.
attorney when they finished presenting their case. I said, "What
kind of a motion do I make? I want to get it dismissed. You haven’t
proven your case.'" [chuckles] The U.S. attorney told me to make
a motion to dismiss; he was "helping the young lawyer." I think
I was about twenty-three or twenty-four years of age at the time.

It was right after I got by the bar examinations.

Fry: What did he tell you?

Brown: He told me what kind of a motion to make, which I forget now. I
' can't remember the type of the motion. But he told me that he

didn't go along with me in the motion. He argued against the
motion, but he told me the kind of a motion to make. So that
motion was denied by the judge. My defense was, I put the man
on the witness stand and [brought] out that he was a Greek and
that he didn't understand this, didn't understand that and the
other thing. Then I put on three character witnesses. I put on
two priests, Greek orthodox priests, both of whom I knew. They
testified they'd known him and all that, and they said he was of
good character which was all they could testify.

But they got kind of mixed up in their cross examination, so
in my argument to the jury I said, "I suppose the U.S. will indict
these two priests now because their testimony was false in some
immaterial aspect. This man who was charged here, you're going to
convict him of a felony and take away his citizenship because he
said that he wasn't arrested. He meant he hadn't been convicted
and he hadn't been convicted in fourteen out of sixteen cases
and the other two were little minor spittin' on the sidewalk
cases.'" They were a little more serious than that--they were
cheating in a crap game--but that's the way I argued. I'll never
forget it. The jury was out about seven hours and came in eight
to four for acquittal. So they agreed to dismiss the case. They
dismissed the case against him for false swearing and decided they
couldn't get a conviction after my eloquent argument--put "eloquent”
in quotation marks!
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Brown: Then they filed civil proceedings to take away his citizenship upon
the grounds of fraud and misrepresentation. By this time, I had
gotten very friendly with my client and so I was going to fight that
too, but in the investigation it had developed, at the time they
appointed me defense counsel for this man, that he had no money. He
had to make a statement that he was a pauper; he had to take a pauper's
oath, and the naturalization people, the investigators, found out he
had $5,000 in the bank at the time he got me for nothing! Can you
imagine? So the judge said to him, "I want you to pay Mr. Brown
$5,000. He did a magnificent job of defending you." They didn't
charge him with perjury again which they could have. But I had
become so friendly with the guy I didn't go down and attach the
money. I didn't go down and get the $5,000 and he paid me about
three hundred bucks and I never saw the guy again. He was just no
good. They took away his citizenship. I lost that case.

Then I had another case--~

Fry: Was this the first time you had taken a case where your client sort
of proved unworthy of your efforts?

Brown: Do you mean unappreciative of my efforts or unworthy?
Fry: Unworthy.
Brown: Oh, no. I got a lot of them. You get--

Fry: I should say untrustworthy. At that time when you were so young was
this an educational experience?

Brown: Oh, a very educational process for me. It hurt me to trust people like
that, and then the fact that there were people that were liars and
unappreciative. It had a profound effect. Of course, other than
that I got trial experience. That's why I went down there to defend
them.

I did pretty--I would try them all before a jury. I wanted jury
experience, trying before a jury. Finally Judge St. Sure called
me in and he said, "Mr. Brown, in appointing you to these cases --
occasionally these people are guilty. They're not all not guilty."
I think I lost a couple of cases. So he said, "I just suggest you
make up your mind and see what you can do and make an argument for
leniency." So the next case that came up was some fellow charged
with sending an obscene letter through the mail. So he appointed
me to defend this guy. [telephone interruption]

So this man had written a letter when he was in the county jail
for statutory rape. He had, with the consent of the girl who was
only about fifteen or sixteen years of age and I think he was only
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about twenty, he had sexual relations with this little girl. So
when he was in the county jail he wrote a letter to her and he said,
"When I get out, because you testified against me, I'm going to get
two great big niggers and they're going to hold you and I'm going to
fuck you with them watching me." This he put in the mail and the
letter was pretty obscene. So I took a look at the letter. He ap-
pointed me to defend him, I looked at the letter, and I thought,
"Well, if this is the case, plead him guilty. The guy served a year
in jail. 1I'll plead him guilty and ask for leniency."

So the guy came in. God, he was a young twenty-one or twenty-two.
He looked like a mental defective but he didn't have any clothes
to speak of. He'd been in the county jail uniform or whatever they
had. I pled him guilty and I said, '"The man served a year in jail.
He did write a letter but he was angry with her because she'd
squealed on him; but why don't you put him on a probation and give
the man a chance." Do you know what the judge gave him? Five years
in prison. Five years in prison! I was so crestfallen at the
harshness of the sentence and on my inadequacy as the defense counsel
that I asked the judge to take my name off the list of defending any
cases. I didn't want to defend anymore. I never went back before
that judge.

Was that Judge St. Sure?

Yes, that Judge St. Sure, A.F. St. Sure. He was an alcoholic. I
probably got him the day that he had a bad night or something.

He would [be] literally drunk.

There was a St. Sure in Earl Warren's district--

That was his son, Paul St. Sure.

[Bernice Brown enters and chats for a moment)]

Representing County Employees; Bernice Brown's Civic Activities

I wondered what other litigation you had that was more or less public
interest litigation at that time?

Do you mean when I was in private practice?

Yes.
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This is not public interest but I represented the streetcar company--
no, I represented a speakers' bureau, for which I was paid, to have

the City and County of San Francisco buy the Market Street Railway,

I made speeches for that. No legal work, but I was paid for making
speeches. I don't know how much I got, maybe $30 a speech or some-
thing like that, which supplemented my income.

I have some old books. I don't know whether I put them in the
file or not, that would give my calendar back in those days. I don't
know where they are, which would refresh my recollection on those
things.

I wondér if those are in Bancroft.

Maybe. I don't know. I can't remember. My old day books and my
0old checks and things like that. But I can't think of much public
interest--

I think there was one that happened when you were in private
practice. It was a civil service case, too, to open up civil
service examinations of a public official who's been appointed and
people suspected that they had not appointed the one who made the
highest exam score. They wanted the civil service exam opened for
public inspection.

I don't know who I represented. As a matter of fact, at the time

I represented the Federation of County Employees. That was all

the county employees. I was their lawyer and my wife was the execu-
tive vice president of the League of Women Voters and she'd go in
there to observe the Board of Supervisors. I'd be out there getting
my clients pay raises and she'd be out there opposing them or opposing
some other matter. So finally they very subtly suggested that if I
wanted to keep the retainer, to leash my wife. That's like a leash
on the Sixth Fleet or something like Eisenhower did in those days.
So she resigned from the exective vice presidency which she enjoyed
very much. Bern? Bernice? You enjoyed being the executive vice
president of the League of Women Voters, didn't you?

[speaking from the kitchen] Yes, it was a hell of a lot more work
than the presidency and you wouldn't let me take the presidency.
You said I could take the executive vice presidency and as usual

it was more work! The president was Harriet Eliel and she lived in
Stanford. Her husband was a professor at Stanford and she was not
in the city as much.

You ought fo get my wife. She has a better memory than I have.

I've got to unpack these groceries.
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The other one that I've got to tell you about, I may forget about it
later. I was converted to Catholicism. Well, not converted but
reconverted, as you know. You'll probably get down to that later in
1939. A little while later I get into politics. I came back one
day and Bernice had joined Planned Parenthood! [laughs] God, I
don't think I ever had a bigger quarrel with her in my life. She
joined it and I said, '"Gee, that will make everything I'm doing--it
will make my conversion as phony as a counterfeit dime.' Because
Planned Parenthood recommends the use of contraceptives and to plan
your births and all that sort of thing and the Catholic church opposed
it! So she had to resign from Planned Parenthood. [laughs] Oh, I
thought I'd die!

No wonder you're the one that became governor. Bernice was always
having to resign!

Well, those are the only two times I think. Other than that she went
along pretty good.

New Order of Cincinnatus and Other San Francisco Political Interests

Now tell me all that you can tell me about why you started Cincinnatus
or who started it.

I started it. I read in the paper about an organization in Seattle
that had been successful politically with the name New Order of
Cincinnatus (there was an old Order of Cincinnatus). It was started
there by a man named Ralph Potts who is still alive,by the way; I
communicate with him occasionally. There was a big story in the
paper about how they'd elected a mayor and three city councilmen.

So that sounded pretty good to me. I wrote Potts a letter and I
organized this group and we had Republicans and Democrats and non-
partisans. The bylaws will show that it was an idealistic organiza-
tion. It was just to do better. Then we had the first political
reform because we demanded that the candidates file a statement of
their assets and debts when they went into office, and they put that
in a safe deposit box under neutral supervision. Then when they left
office if there was any question, they could show that they had
nothing other than their salary or whatever:to do away with any
question of bribery. That was one of the things.

But we really had a group of idealistic young men and women.

How did you get them together, Pat?
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I knew everybody. I was active in the young lawyers' group. As a
matter of fact, I was one of the starters, one of the first founders
of the Barristers Club in Californmia. I founded the Barristers Club.

This was a spin off from the bar association?

No, it had nothing to do with it. But in the Barristers Club I met

a lot of the young lawyers. .The young lawyers, I got them all
together and they had their friends and I brought them into a meeting
one night and we organized Cincinnatus. Then I got Ralph Potts

to come down from Seattle and address us. So he came down and talked
to us and he was an inspiring speaker. 1I'll never forget how he was
speaking and he took off his coat. He got us all really aroused.

We didn't have any money or anything like that. But we weren't

too monpartisan. We ran on the first ticket, I'll never forget,
Pardini, Elkington, Read, and Mead. We had one labor leader and

we had one Italian and we had one Catholic and one Protestant. We
had a group that could appeal to all of the religious factions in the
city.

This was for Board of Supervisors?

This was for Board of Supervisors. Then my brother, Harold, he's
the one that came up with the slogan, "Skip the first five." Did
he explain that to you, where the incumbents by charter amendment
gave themselves a prior position on the ballot so if there were
twenty five people rumnning, the incumbents were always the first
five. So the first thing we did, we put billboards all over the
city. Nobody knew what it meant: '"Skip the first five." We
plastered the city with "Skip." Everybody wondered what 'skip the
first five." Then we had a press conference and we announced our
candidates and, by golly, we elected four of the five candidates.

I think the very first time, according to the newspaper articles,
was the 1935 election right after you got organized and you had
four or five candidates.

We only elected one. We elected Dewey Mead. Then the next time we
elected three or four, I forget. We elected four of the five next
time. I can't remember who they were.

That was when you had the slogan?

That's when we had the slogan, "Skip the first five." We only
elected one. We had [Norman] Elkington, [George] Reade, Joseph Sharp,
and [Dewey] Mead. Mead also got the labor endorsement. He was

active in the labor movement, so we elected him.
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How did you keep your organization from being taken over by some
larger and more powerful political organizations?

They didn't pay much attention to us. They thought it was kind of
funny. But we got the support right away. We got editorial and
news support from a young editor of the San Francisco Chronicle, a
man by the name of Paul Smith, who was a very young man. Mrs. Mike
de Young liked him very much and appointed him publisher of the

Chronicle and he made a tremendous success of it. I went over to

see him and he liked this and he helped us tremendously. He gave
us good publicity. Then I had a fellow named Jimmy Hicks who was

a publicist and a fiery writer. Then we had Norman Elkington who's
now an associated justice of the appellate court.

Elkington did what?

Elkington, he was a lawyer that I knew who was a Republican active
in the Republican party. Of course, I had been active in the
Republican party until 1934. I had made speeches for Hoover. This
was '35, the first campaign, and I became a Democrat.

The Examiner (I was a little amused) this was supposed to be a non-
partisan organization but the Examiner took pains to point out that -
the president was Pat Brown, ''a Democrat.'" An active Democrat or
something like that. [laughter]

I don't remember the clippings but we had a lot of fun and it was
really--but you can see how the thread of my whole life was politics,
I mean almost from the very beginning.

That was the first political activity, is that right, that you got
into it after—--?

After I ran for the assembly in 1928. So that was seven years later.
But I was always active. I was active in campaigns, political
campaigns.

That's what we need to know because I don't think there's any
documentation of that seven-year period.

I can't remember.

So you weren't just folding your hands--

Oh, no, in 1932 against Franklin D. Roosevelt I made speeches with
Norman Elkington for Herbert Hoover. I was on the speakers' bureau.

I can't remember '28 when Hoover ran. Was it '28? Let's see, the
election for president was in the even number years. Yes, 1928,
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Al Smith versus Herbert Hoover. I made speeches for Herbert Hoover
then too. I was rather active in the Young Republicans. I had been
active in it and knew a lot of the Young Republicams. So I had
hooks in both parties. In the Republicans when I was a Republican
and then when I became a Democrat I knew the Democrats so in 1935

I knew them both.

There was another organization called the New Guard. Did you
ever hear of the New Guard?

Oh, yes. Did you merge with them?

No, the New Guard was a precursor of Cincinnatus. The New Guard

was a nonpolitical group in the sense that it didm't support
candidates. Jesse Steinhart, who was one of the progressive

movement of California and of Hiram Johnson, called a bunch of us
young lawyers in and said he thought it would be good if we got

into politics, and he gave us a little financing. We were to fight
for issues on a nonpartisan basis rather than candidates. But in
view of the fact that we couldn't support candidates, I came to the
conclusion that this would never work, that you had to have candidates
to be the catalysts for whatever you did.

Explain that about Jesse Steinhart's just giving you éoney to support
issues. Were those issues that he chose?

No, he told us to take our own. But he brought the young Republicanms
and the young Democrats together on a nonpartisan basis in San
Francisco. It was purely an idealistic thing and it gave us an idealism
that carried on. But I've never been in a group before or since with
such enthusiasm and such drive as I did in the New Order of Cincinnatus.
That really was a lively fighting organization and they all enjoyed

it.

I think along about 1938 maybe, after you had already had a couple

of campaigns, the file shows that there are memos and letters going
back and forth about where are you going and what are your

true objectives and everything's in a mess and you don't have any
money. In fact, you're in debt and you owe momey for the past campaign
and nobody knows what anybody's going to do. [chuckles]

Where was this? Where did you find all this?

This was in that Cincinnatus file in Bancroft. I don't think you

were any longer president at that time, so I wondered, do you
remember that?

Yes, we kind of faded away.



Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

73

It sounded like a terrible crisis and that probably then either
faded away or it picked up again and you went on into the '39
election.

In the '39 election we used Cincinnatus for my campaign for district
attorney. I became the candidate for district attorney. I don't
know whether we ran anybody for mayor but finally the organization
became my organization and they supported me.

It sounded like it was a typical, classical crisis of an organization
that had met with success and everybody heaved a great sigh of relief
because now they were on their way and people feeling personally
responsible maybe. Do you think it took a turn at that point?

[looking through papers] These were the bylaws. These were all you
sent me. Then you sent this.

Oh, that's a fragment of a speech of yours that is in the files.
It's a real rabble-rousing speech for Cincinnatus.

Dan Shoemakerbecame president. Dan was later appointed judge by
Earl Warren and then I elevated him to the appellate court. He was
our closest friend. [pause] At 1461 Schrader. That was my home.
That was where Bernice and I lived at that time.

Is that where-they're getting their committees organized?
Yes.

Well, I didn't see any material in the Cincinnatus file about your
district attorney campaign.

Before we go on, let me get rid of this cigar.
The organization went statewide apparently, because you were referred
to as state chairman once in the newspapers. Did you get a chapter

going in Los Angeles?

I think we tried to get some others. Yes, I went down to Los Angeles
but it never got very far.

They established one legally, but do you think it was pretty inactive?

Yes, I don't think it ever moved very far. [tape interruption:
Brown leaves room]
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Office Associates and Clients

Should we go on now to your conversion to Catholicism or should we
go into your district attorney campaign? Which comes first?

The reconversion came first. I think maybe you ought to go into
that. I'm just trying to think if there's anything more in my
private practice. We had a very interesting situation. We had a
firm called Brown, McDonnell, Mackin, and Brown. Have you got any
of that in there?

No.

Well, that was the name of our firm: Brown, McDonnell, Mackin, and
Brown. We were only associates. We really didn't have a partnership.
Each one took care of his own business but we shared the office
expense and all that sort of thing. We had nice offices in the

Russ Building and we were doing quite well. This was in the days of
Prohibition.

Bill McDomnell was also an undertaker and he would appear in the
federal court after participating in a funeral! He had a federal
criminal practice, but he brought a lot of business in because he
was active in Irish circles. Frank Mackin never had very much of a
law business. He was an old friend of ours but a good lawyer. I
later put him on the bench too. All these people who later were in
Cincinnatus with me, most of them were active, ended as appointees
of mine in some way when I became governor or district attorney, not
so much attorney general. But we had a pretty good practice, my
brother and I.

Of course, in 1941 when the war came along, Harold and my brother
Frank, who became associated with us just before the war, maybe three
or four months before the war, they both joined the Navy and went off
to war. So I was left with their practice. They brought in a man
by the name of Ray O'Conner to help me with the work because I
couldn't do it all. All the lawyers were gone and I was so busy
at that time doing very well in the practice.

But between October '27 when I was admitted to the bar until
1943, when I was elected district attorney, that's seventeen years.
I practiced law, active in politics, active in the bar association.
We formed another organization called the Contact Club. The
Contact Club was an organization where you'd have one of every
group——one doctor, one dentist, onme CPA, and one automobile salesman
and we were supposed to get business for our brother members and each
one of us to give business to the other. That was a source of business
and I made some friends in that that lasted me for a long time, like
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Brown: the dentist, Dr. Parkinson, was my dentist. Dr. Fred Neiman, who
was a doctor, became my doctor. He was an old friend of mine in
high school and he and I have become friends. He was a Seventh
Day Adventist and a very religious man. I think that he kind of
planted the seed of religion. I was more or less of an agnostic,
but he kind of planted the seed of faith. He was so sincere and
s6 religious. Bernice and I would go over to have dinner with him
and his wife and he would read the Bible and things like that.

So I got kind of the seeds of a faith, let me put it that way, from
him.

Then there was another thing that I organized too. I was a great
organizer! We had a man by the name of Abram Bieride who was a
Protestant minister. I can't remember the faith. But he came to
me, sent down by this Ralph Potts of Seattle, and he said they had
a group that read the Bible--Protestant, Catholic, Jew, atheistic,
agnostic. They had this Bible-reading class that met once a week
and you would read the Bible. You would meet for breakfast in the
morning at 8:00 at various places and we read the Bible from
cover to cover. We started from the Genesis. We read it aloud.

Fry: You just went through it.

Brown: Went right through the Bible, reading maybe two or three chapters
and then we'd discuss it and we had some very intelligent people--
Jewish, Protestant, Catholic. Fred Neiman, I got him, he was very
active in that too.

Fry: , Who else was active in that?

Brown: Oh, I had this DanShoemaker, he was in it. This was a greater variety
of people than Cincinnatus. In Cincinnatus you couldn't be in it if
you were over thirty-five, you kmow that. As soon as you're thirty-
five out you went. We wouldn't support any candidates over thirty-
five. [chuckles] I think we changed that when I ran for district
attorney. We had to change it for me to be endorsed. I can't
remember that period. Of course, that's a long, long time ago so
it's rather--

Fry: You can't remember all the people?

Brown: No, I can't remember all the people. I remember that Harold and I
finally opened our own law offices, I can't remember where we had
them. We were in 111 Sutter. We were in the Russ Building when
it was Brown, McDonnell, Mackin, and Brown. Then we moved over to
these other offices. I was with an attorney named Simeon Sheffy
for a little while. I can't remember. This was before the war
started.
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Before Frank and Harold went into the Navy?

Yes. I represented a man by the name of William Newsom. That
business came to me as I can remember from my wife, because she

was very friendly with a man named Reinhardt who had Reinhardt
Lumber and Planing Mill Company and he got the law business for

the Reinhardt Lumber and Planing Mill which was a big lumber company.
During the days of the Depression, back in '28, '29, and '30, that's
when I started, in the depths of the Depression. During that period
of time, the collection accounts supported me. It really had a
collection business too and mechanics liens because Reinhardt Lumber
would be the biggest creditor of a building that failed. I can
remember all those things.

Mechanics liens?

Mechanics liens or material men's liens. You'd supply lumber to a

building and if they didn't pay you, you had a lien on the building
that came after the first mortgage. The first mortgage was superior
to everything. But that would be a lien that if anybody attached
this would be superior to the attachment, provided the attachment
was not on before you rented the material. If you furnished the

material, the lien was superior to a writ of attachment, which is
a legal thing. I don't think you have to get into that.

It sounds like a kind of typical depression attorney's job.

Well, it was. It was a depression attorney's job and I got into the
bankruptcy practice. I had quite a bankruptcy practice during '32
and '33 during the Roosevelt years. Let's see, I was admitted in
'27; I think my brother was admitted four years later, '31 or '32.
He went to St. Mary's. He was two years younger. He finished high
school two years later. He was at St. Mary's for a year and then

he went to law school for four years, so he was probably four years
after me and I brought him in with me right away.

Were any of those bankruptcy cases something that later had something
to do with your life? Anything that we have to know about?

No, I don't think so. I can't think of anything that happened.
During the war, of course, we represented Nippon Dry Goods Store and
they owed a lot of money to the Bank of Tokyo. The Bank of Tokyo
failed and they filed a lawsuit against Nippon Dry Goods and the
bank had a lot of the securities of Nippon Dry Goods. Some of those
securities were Tokyo Light and Power and I can remember the bank
saying they wanted to sell them and I fought the sale and appealed

it and delayed it and stalled it. I was able to stall it for three
years until after the war and after the war the stocks went up again.
They were worth nothing during the war, but they became quite valuable
two or three years after the war.
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Fry: So you saved that.
Brown: We saved that for them and they had a great deal then. I think

that's about all. If we think of anything later, we can insert it
later on about my career.

Return to the Catholic Church

Fry: Have you told me everything that planted seeds in your mind about--?

Brown: My mother was always a religious person, but a nonsectarian person
although she became a Unitarian. I used to go to the Unitarian
Church occasionally and I'd go to the Catholic Church occasionally
because I really wanted some faith. But finally, I'll never forget,
when Olson was elected governor in 1938, I had been very active in
his campaign, the Democratic campaign for governor. I was his
treasurer for northern California. I got into the campaign and met
a Democrat by the name of Leo Cunningham who was a practicing
Catholic. 1I'll never forget; he invited me to make a retreat at
El Retiro.

Fry: Oh, he's the one.

Brown: He's the one that invited me to make this retreat. I went down there,
El Retiro down there in Los Gatos. I didn't know anybody down there
at all. I had to share a room with a man by the name of Ed Durkin.

I remember that very well because we later became good friends. I
went down there and I didn't know anybody down there at all.

Fry: Then it was just a weekend retreat?

Brown: A weekend retreat. You go down Thursday night, you'd have Thursday
night, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and you'd come back Monday morning,
early Monday morning. You'd go to mass early morning. This retreat
of Father Harold Ring impressed me very, very much--what he said
about the fundamental basis of Catholicism, if the love of God will
not keep you good maybe the fear of hell will, burning in hell
forever. Well, that never impressed me at all, I mean the burning
hell. That was kind of contrary to my sense of reality of God
or anybody else. I thought that was the basis of Catholic religion.
When I went down there, Harold Ring talked about love of God and
it was not fire and hell that you should fear, but the fact that all
of us have aspirations and no matter how successful you are in life,
and no matter how good life is, you're never really satisfied.
There's always something you're reaching out for and that reaching
out, under Harold Ring's theory of God, was to join with God after
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death, the soul joining with God which was the termination of that
you seek forever. This was his thesis and it was really beautiful,
the love of this good God, this great human being that's indescrib-
able. He taught love to people. Love was the basis, love of human
beings. It so impressed me that--and then he also lectured that
there was nothing bad in the world, there was nothing evil. The only
thing that was evil was the misuse of it, like drinking. Drinking
can do you good. Morphine is evil if misused, but it has good
qualities too in the relief of pain. Without going into the whole
doctrine of Catholicism, this retreat in silence and quiet really
hit this emotional young man as I was then and am now, very, very
much.

But I hadn't been to communion since I was maybe fourteen or
fifteen and this was in '39. I was thirty-four years of age, so I
came back and I'll never forget. I went over to the Paulist Fathers.
They're around the corner there on California and Chinatown. I told
them that I would like to discuss religion with them. He said,
"Where's your parish? Go back and talk to your parish priest." I
went back and talked to my parish priest and he left me cold too.

I can't remember who it was, some young priest.

At any rate, I read a book called Carl Adam, The Philosophy of
Catholicism. I don't know who gave it to me. [Bernice Brown enters.
Interruption while she takes photographs of Governor Brown and Fry.]

So what else contributed to your conversion?

So I read that book. Then I read another book on humanism by Walter
Lippmann. I read several books and I discussed it with several people.

What Catholic priest did you finally find to discuss this with?

I never really found a Catholic priest. I did it by my own reading
more than I did any clergyman of any kind. Well, I'll never forget
I came back and asked Bernice--she doesn't like this story. I said,
"Will you get married again?" She said, "It if will make you happy,

fine."

I don't mind it if you tell the truth. You embellish and use a little
poetic license. You put words in my mouth, that's why.

We had three children and she said she would bring the three little
bastards with us! [laughter]

That's not what I said at all. I never did say that and you know it!

[laughs] Oh, that makes it another story, doesn't it!
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It's just like he tells the story when we went in to see

President Carter. The president asked me a question and I said,
they way he tells it, he says, '"Mr. President, I can't hear a
goddamn thing you're saying. You're talking too goddamn low.
You're mumbling.”" He tells that story on me, which you know isn't
true.

It sounds more like Pat Brown!

The only shred of it is I didn't hear what he was saying and he
asked me a question and I just said, "I'm sorry but I'm hard

of hearing and you happen to be beside my bad ear and I didn't
hear what you said." He said, "I know my staff tells me I mumble.”

2

I went into it very intensively and I talked to a great many people.
It wasn't a sudden St. Peter vision or anything like that. I
really read a great deal and finally came to the conclusion that

I wanted to return to Catholicism. So I went out to St. Ignatius
(I'11 never forget it) and went to confession again which I hadn't
been for maybe fifteen or sixteen or seventeen years. I'll never
forget, the young priest or whoever it was that I saw was so gentle
in his remarks and was so thankful that this lost soul had returned
to the fold that that gave me a sense of God's forgiveness, too,
which also strengthened my faith, and I became a very devout
practicing Catholic for many years.

It really changed my whole attitude toward politics and every-
thing else. I really didn't care when I ran for district attorney
again whether I was elected or not. I mean whatever God willed
was all right with me. It played a tremendously moral influence
on my whole political career throughout this period of time. I
really embraced Christianity and tried to live with it. I won't
say I did all the time. I fell by the wayside on many an occasion,
but it strengthened me and strengthened my goal in life.

For example, in one thing, the church didn't teach me this but
it was part of the collateral conclusions you came to: that I
could not say something about somebody unless I knew it to be
true. In other words, I couldn't slander anybody even in a
political campaign, or deviate from the truth in a political
campaign any more than I could slander you for some purpose
because we had a quarrel or something like that or do something
evil.

I raised all the children, of course, Catholics. Bernice was
a Protestant who was never converted, but would go on Christmas
and Easter; and she really sent all the children to church and
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when I was away campaigning or doing things, even though she was
not a Catholic she raised all the children Catholic. So I had
them in the public schools and I sent them all to the public
schools. But then later on I got them all sent to Catholic
schools. Jerry went to St. Brendan's and Cynthia went to Star
of the Sea and then she met her husband, Joe Kelly, who was the
basketball coach. Barbara I sent to the Convent of the Sacred
Heart and then from there she went to the University of California.
Cynthia is the only one who is really practicing Catholic now.
Jerry, I think, has the residual effects of the three and a half
years in the Jesuit order but I really don't think that he goes
to communion or observes the sacraments.

But it really was a day-to-day occurrence in my life and I
got into tremendous arguments over it, too, with people. I became
a real proselyter. I tried to convert everybody. In fact, I
can remember getting into big quarrels with Dan Shoemaker who
was a good friend of mine, to the point where they got kind of
bitter. That's how much of a--

Because you were trying to convert him?

Trying to convert everybody. I don't mean that if you came into
my law office, I'd try to convert you--but people would come in.
I had a divorce practice at the time and I really questioned
whether or not I would handle divorce cases any more because the
church did not believe in divorce and I was aid or abettor.

I joined the St. Thomas More Society which studied canon law
and found it very interesting and attended regularly and delivered
a lecture myself on canon law after some reading. But the church
played a big influence in my life.

I have a lot of questions about this that enter my mind. Did
this seem to be a time in your life when you really felt that
something was missing out of your life and that you had a real
inner drive to do something about it?

I think my mother always played a part in an underlying philosophy
of life, but her philosophy was so anti-Catholic that I think

the revelation of intellectual Catholicism and the real philosophy
of the church impressed me very much. I made a retreat every year
for year after year, never missed it from I'd say '39 until the
time I was elected governor, throughout the attorney general days.
I made a retreat before I got into the campaign for governor and

I made another retreat in '62 before the Nixon campaign to show

you the continuity of my faith going back--that's about twenty-
three years.
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Brown: Just to get it into perspective, I think it was after I left politics
and I started going to this Church of the Good Shepherd down here
on Santa Monica that I began to get seeds of doubt about the funda-
mental dogma of the church from some of the sermons that they
delivered down there.

Fry: The Church of the Good Shepherd?

Brown: The Church of the Good Shepherd, yes. It was nothing that violated
my conscience in any way. But I'm kind of a mainline shooter; it's
all or nothing. One of the dogmas of the church which you must
believe is that the Virgin Mary was bodily carried into heaven on
the wings of an angel. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
is promounced by the Pope as a matter of faith and morals. I could
never buy that. The evidence of it was in my opinion very weak;
and here I was professing a faith, but I did have doubts about it.

I talked to priests about it and I never got a satisfactory answer
to it. I read about it, but it always seemed very weak. So that
kind of planted the seed of doubt. I think it was about three or
four years ago I stopped going regularly to church. I don't know
when I stopped. Now I've gotten out of the habit completely. I

go maybe once in two months. I still contribute to the church and
go on Easter and Christmas when I'm here, go with my family whenever
they're here. When my only practicing Catholic daughter, Cynthia
Kelly, comes down we always go to church together. Over in Hawaii
we all went to church Christmas day. My wife didn't go, but I went.

I still consider myself a Catholic but I haven't been to the
sacraments for maybe four years, I guess. I haven't been to confes-
sion or communion in four years. I haven't kept up with the church
and I don't go down there. But you get the broad view of it. I
made a retreat every year and I enjoyed it very much. I didn't
always go to El Retiro. When I was attorney general, I went to the
Passionist Fathers down here in southern California. Then I went
to a Jesuit retreat at--I forget the name of the retreat house down
here. Then I went to one of the Franciscans'.

I have a cousin who is a Franciscan priest, Father Burton Chandler
his name is. He took the name of:Father Everett but his name was
Burton Chandler. Just as a matter of curiosity, not curiosity, a
matter of moment, he called me about three months ago and said, "I'm
getting married." So after twenty-five years in the church, he met
some woman out in a little parish church in New Mexico and fell in
love with her and left the priesthood. He's been released from
his vows, but he still goes to church. She was a very devout Catholic
too.

Fry: What order was it that you finally related yourself to--did it matter
what order?
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No, I don't think it makes any difference. But in the Catholic
church there are orders such as the Paulist fathers, the Jesuits,
the Franciscan fathers, the Passion fathers. There are nine or

ten orders. They're all part of the church, all under the authority
of the bishop in the area where they are, but separate leadership.
The Jesuits, of course, have the father general who's in Rome and
they have a different order. They all have their own retreat. Then
they have the lay priests that are not members of any order. They're
just part of the diocese and the Convent of the Good Shepherd down
here has a lay priest. They're part of the archbishopric of Los
Angeles.

But aren't associated with just one order.
That's right.

What was E1 Retiro?

El Retiro was the Jesuit retreat.

I think we need more on what that was like, that long weekend you
had at E1 Retiro. You said you didn't know anybody there. Did
the man who first convinced you to go, wasn't he there?

He didn't show up so I really didn't know anybody there, and after
inviting me to go down, telling me he'd meet me down there, he
didn't show up.

The retreat itself consists of religious exercises, early morning
prayers, then mass, then breakfast and spiritual exercises during
the day. Then they have about five lectures a day, the last one
being at 8:00 at night. They last about from thirty to forty minutes.
The lectures are on the faith of the church. There are different
subjects like on death. They have a discourse on death. They
have a discourse on faith. For many years, I carried their little
program along with me. It's a little small program with the prayers.
They have the stations of the cross, the way of the cross; you walked
around the mountain down there. It's really beautiful. It's good

"for a non-Catholic to go too. You don't have to be a Catholic to go.

They have the rosary around the mountains there; you walk around
the mountain saying the rosary. The way of the cross, you do that
too.

Then at night, the only time you can talk is for a half hour after
dinner. Then lights go out at 9:30 or 10:00 and you're up early.
They keep you busy all day. You keep rolling. The food is good
and during the meals it's silence too. They have readings from
the Bible or spiritual readings of some kind. Very, very good.

I'd like to go back again. I'd like to go back and I probably will.
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Brown: As a matter of fact, I've been invited to go down at the end of this
month. But I've been 'so busy and I travel so much. But I became
very, very religious. The very fear of death, fear of dying in an
airplane. But I had no fear of death as it was, but I had a fear
of dying in mortal sin and going to hell rather than going to heaven.

But one of the things that you pray, you have prayers--
Fry: You mean afterwards or before you went to El Retiro?
Brown: After I returned to the church, if I can put it that way.

To show you how—-they had one period of time when you get on your
knees and you say prayers. Then you pray for your family, for their
health and their safety and all that sort of thing. Then you pray
for the sick and the priests. You offer up a little prayer for all
of them. 1In one part of the prayer, one part, you pray for the most
forgotten soul in purgatory. In the Catholic religion theoretically
there is heaven, hell and purgatory; and the logic of it is that you
hope if you die you immediately enter heaven, but most people will
die with some sins on their soul but not enough to condemn them to
everlasting fire. So those people go to purgatory and they stay
in purgatory for--there's no such thing as time, but you pray that
they'll get out of there.

Fry: They're retrievable?

Brown: They're retrievable. They will eventually get into heaven. The
prayers of the faithful are supposed to assist them in getting out
of purgatory.

Fry: How do you select--?

Brown: You don't know who he is, but you just pray for the most forgotten
soul and then whoever it is, it's somebody that nobody else is
praying for, your prayers will reach God and get that person out
of purgatory.

Religion and Elected Office

Brown: To show you how your religious faith can influence you, when I became
governor and I'd go to church, I would pray that my works as governor
would reach the most forgotten person in the state of California,
that somewhere there was some person that needed the help of California
government and that my work as governor would reach that particular
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person. I used to pray for that all the time and that was a goal
that I saw. You can understand some of my things that I did in
welfare and the blind and the mentally ill and all that based upon
that faith that your good works would reach out and reach them.

So you can see how the church did affect you and the fear of defeat.

In the discourse on death, there's a very, very eloquent, not
at all somber but very rational and very logical statement that
you're all going to die some day. I think that there's no question
about it and there's nothing else that you can do, that you do all
alone. You die all by yourself. There's no way you can avoid it
and your friends and relatives can be around you but you are dying
and it's going to happen to you and you can't take anything with
you. There's no pockets in the shroud. You just can't take any-
thing with you. They emphasize that fact so that material is good,
it's not bad, but it is not the end goal in life. The end goal in
life is to serve God in this world by doing good works and doing
good things and loving and then living with it forever in the next.
That's the basic theory of Cathclicism, which is very interesting
and very, very consoling.

I used to go to church and I'd think to myself, '"'Gee, you see
these old people there in church at 6:30 in the morning and nothing
else to sustain them other than the faith of the church. They
probably had difficult lives and the church does give satisfaction
to those people. I went down to Mexico and you can see the dogs in
the church and the human beings are like this and all that sort of
thing and the only difference between the dogs and the people was
their faith, between you and me. They lived like animals and
everything else.

So it really gave me an inner strength that I wouldn't have
gotten as an agnostic or a person without faith, in my political
years and other things too.

How did you feel when you finally had to make your official conces-
sion to Reagan and you really knew he'd won?

Well, I felt very badly that my good works were not appreciated but
I knew that I was going to lose in the campaign. I could sense

it, you could feel it in the campaign. When people would ask me
about fair housing, whether I believed in fair housing and I would
say, "Yes, certainly I believe. You can't have any discrimination
in housing,"” I'd see even the union people walk away from me.

Just like this busing. I mean there's no such thing as a liberal
when it comes to black and white relationships. They're just
negative about it, that's all there is to it.
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Reagan, I'd watch him on television and I thought he was stupid

and his statements were illogical. He didn't make a case against
me. But he was appealing and he was a nice-looking man. He looked
well. His wife was pretty and he was a new face and he talked
about no government at all. In my book on Reagan I said that he

was a person running to be the head of a government to make govern-

ment work and he was like an atheist being elected pope.* He didn't
believe in government and still doesn't believe in government.

What I'm trying to do is draw some connection between your religion
where you said it gave you a different outlook on defeat and if you
could describe how--

Defeat never-~the way I felt about all my campaigns from when I ran for
district attorney was that I had a four-year contract with the people
of the state of California. I was district attorney of San Francisco.
The people were entitled to know where I stood on issues and what I
did and I thought and I should be open about it and let them know

and not hide anything and if they liked it they could renew my
contract, but I had no right to deceive the people at all. If they
didn't like it, they could terminate my contract. I mean the
governorship is not the end-all of life. Even though there were

tears that came to my eyes when I was defeated and I didn't like it
and I don't think I got much faith out of my religion in defeat,

other than the fact that it was part of my entire being, I'm sure

that it softened the blow tremendously, that was all there was to

it. I didn't think God had punished me for being a bad governor or

a bad man morally or anything like that.

You were defeated first for district attorney [1939] about a year
after this reconversion, I guess.

No, I was defeated--maybe it was within a year. Maybe it was 1938.
No, I had gone to the El Retiro during the first year of the Olson
administration. So I must have gone down there in '39.

It could have been even shorter.
No, it couldn't have been. Olson was governor because I know

Cunningham was a judge at that time. He was Judge Leo Cunningham,
and he was the one that got me to go down there. So, let's see.

*Reagan and Reality, The Two Californias, Edmund G. (Pat) Brown,
Praeger, 1970.
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Yes, '39 was my first trip to El Retiro. Then when I ran for
district attorney again [1943], I don't think I thought of religion
in winning or defeat. I didn’'t think God had his arm around me or
anything like that or that he was going to put me into it because 1
was in politics before I had my religion. That was a part of my
genes somewhere along the line. I don't know where I got them, but
I wanted to be a politician, I think, from the days (as I think I
stated to you before) I used to watch them count votes for the
precincts around San Francisco.

Parenting and Confession

Getting interested in a church sometimes happens when you have
children and you feel that you really want a good, ethical upbringing
with a structure that. they can be guided in. I wonder if that had
anything to do with it?

Oh, I think so. As a matter of fact, I think that probably after
having three children we probably wouldn't have had any more. We
probably would have practiced some sort of birth control. But
Kathleen came along after Jerry. She came along seven years after
Jerry. He's thirty-nine and she's thirty-one. So it has a profound
effect on everything you're doing. I would consider that my return
to the church played a decisive part. I think my wife has played

a very important part in that she's been a source of great strength
in victory and defeat and also in impressions that she's made and
her influence on me has always been for the good too. She's a very
good, moral person. You never hear her talk about anybody or any-
thing like that. She gets a little more angry than I do in situations.
She doesn't readily accept difficulties as I do. I don't attribute
that to the church. It's just that I'm more careless than she is.
Like sending the kids to church when she doesn't believe herself.
Some mothers would revolt or would fight about it. Like when I
said, "Would you like to come to church with me?" she said, "If it
will make you happy, fine." I think she enjoyed the Catholicism

too whenever she went.

I think it made me a better husband, too; it's hard to say.

One of your interviews that you did with one of your ghostwriters,
you mentioned your very first confession after you were reconverted.

I told you about that when I went in . there and I said, 'You can
put me down for everything. I've done everything." I thought he
would probably give me a penance of eating bread and water for a
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week or something because I told him I had [done] everything in
the book. I said, "Just write me down for everything, Father—-
twenty years of sin!"

In the church the penance is usually, they'll say, '"Six Our
Fathers" or a rosary or three Our Fathers and three Hail Marys
and they'll admonish you. They never turn you down if you're
contrite. Although the priest gives the word of forgiveness,
it's God that forgives you so God knows whether or not you're
telling the truth. I mean,you can't fool Him. So the priest will
not try to substitute his judgment. He will go through the
mechanical signs of absolution. You're absolved of all your sins.
So if you lie, you don't tell all your sins; even though he gives
you absolution you really don't get it.

It doesn't work that way!

It doesn't work, in other words. You're still in danger of hell's
fires. 1It's awfully hard in Catholicism, if you've read anything
about it, to really commit a mortal sin. I mean to commit a mortal
sin, you really have to have premeditation. You've got to plot it
and plan it and then do it. If it's done involuntarily or you do
it in passion without thinking that the external influences are so
great, it would not be a sin that's irredeemable. I can't give you
the whole of Catholicism. I've studied a great deal and I became
at one time a pretty good student of the dogma of the church and I
think that's one of the things--I continued to read about it for
years, years even after conversion, and I was always testing my
faith by reading attacks upon Catholicism by other religions or
other clergymen. Not the violent, vicious attacks of the anti-
Catholics.

It still influences me to some extent like on abortions and
pornography and things like that, a divorce. I have troubles with
permitting them like Governor Burn of Hawaii. He was a very devout
Catholic, a daily communicant. He went to church every morning.
By the way, I did, too, during Lent for eight or nine years during
the entire Lent from Ash Wednesday until Easter Sunday. I would
get up every morning at 6:30 and go to Mass and go to communion,
so it was a real faith thing. Even today, I miss it and I have a
feeling that one of these days I will return to the church. I
think I'll go back even though I still have these doubts. But
maybe it's for the reason that I want a faith, that I just can't
believe that you're here, you and I aré able to ratiomalize and
discuss things and then suddenly [strikes fist] bango, that
suddenly disappears. Like Kennedy. Here he is a young, virile,
active man and bang, some boob puts a bullet through his head and
that's the end. That seems to me to be violative of all the order
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of the world. But I still can't conceive of heaven and hell and
purgatory. I have doubts about those things so I would put myself,
I'm back to my agnosticism of thirty-five years ago. Maybe something
will recharge my batteries again. Are you a religious person at

all?

Yes, in a very mixed way.
How were you raised?

I was raised a Methodist and I'm sort of Unitarian if anything. But
I've also had a lot of influence in the Eastern religioms. So I've
just sort of relaxed, Pat, and apply it where it's needed.

Eastern religions are beginning to play a profound part in American
life today.

I was interested that Jerry is influenced by Eastern religioms.

Yes, I think so. I've never discussed religion with Jerry. I
haven't even asked him whether he goes to the sacraments or what he
believes or anything like that. When he was down studying for the
priesthood, Bernice and 1'd go down there. We could only go once

a month for two hours and we'd go down there for two hours and walk
around. Then we'd philosophize together.

What about when he was at home? He was a boy when all this was
happening and you went through this period of years when religion
was something that was a very important, sensitive matter to you,
and I wondered if you had any discussions with your kids at the
dinner table or anything like that?

‘I can't remember any. Jerry, of course, he must have been about

the third or fourth grade when he went to St. Brendan's. He went
to the little school right around the corner.

St. Brendan's?

No, St. Brendan's was about ten or twelve blocks away. He either
walked or took a bike. He took his bike. As a matter of fact, he
had a bike stolen twenty-four hours after he had it at the church.
But he went to West Portal School for a little while. All my
children did.

That's public?
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A public school right around the corner. Bernice, whenever we would
move, she wanted to be close to a school so the kids could walk to
school, within walking distance. The high school they went to was
only two and a half blocks from my home, three blocks I guess.

So being there with kids of mixed religious backgrounds, did that
bring up any questions at home?

No, that didn't have any effect on it at all. I can't remember any
religious discussions. I belonged to a discussion group at St.
Brendan's Church, too, that we met once a month on a Thursday which
was very interesting. We'd go there, a group of neighbors out there,
and talk about philosophy, and some of them were pretty learned people.
But some of them were pretty technical. 1I'll never forget a fellow
named Stanislaus Riley asking a question about, '"When you pray for
the archbishop should you pray for the coadjutor bishop?" How silly
can you get? That's how technical some of these guys are. Those
things always offended my sense of religion. But along the way you
meet a lot of very intellectual Catholics, excellent writers. Faith,
of course, is a matter of--it's like your digestive system; you

know what's happening but you can't explain it. [chuckles]

Capital Punishment and Abortion

You mentioned how this affected your ideas on abortion--

What time is it?

It's five after four.

I want to stop at 4:30 because I want to go down to the office.

Okay. How it affected your ideas on abortion and divorce and so
forth. Did it also affect your ideas on capital punishment?

No. As a matter of fact, because Catholic morals justify capital
punishment, capital punishment is not violative of the rule, "Thou
shalt not kill." 1I've discussed this with priests; some of them
believe, some of them don't. But capital punishment is self-defense.
The only moral justification for capital punishment is that it deters
others. It will save you life. If we kill X, it will deter some
other murder, so then it's society exercising a function of self-
protection and self-defense. That's the theory of the pro-capital
punishment moral. I agree with that. I have no quarrel with that.

I think that the state has the right to take the life, if it will
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deter. The only thing is, I don't think it deters. It certainly
doesn't deter the way it's administered in the United States where
they have the long appeals and trials. Maybe if they try a guy

in a hurry like they do in England, I'm not quite so sure that
capital punishment wouldn't deter and you'd get some of these people
that will stop, by fear of being caught or something. But the way
that it's administered and there are so few executed, I just feel
that it's just murder now by the state. It doesn't do a damn bit

of good.

But the church had no influence on capital punishment. As a
matter of fact, I discussed it with priests, some of whom believe
in it, some who don't. But it did on abortions, for example. I
had some trouble with it at times. As a matter of fact, when I
was just returning to San Francisco, there was a woman, a very
devout Catholic girl, who was crossing the plaza in San Francisco,
coming home from church on Bush Street in San Francisco. (I can't
think of the name of it now; I knew it.) She went home that night;
she used to walk through the park and we didn't have as many rapes
as we do now and some black man came out with a knife, pulled her
into the bushes and raped her. Like a lot of women, they don't
say anything about it; they're a little bit ashamed of it. Sixty
days later she found herself pregnant by this black man.

So she went out to the University of California in San Francisco.

I was district attornmey then and the doctor out there called me up
and said, "We think this woman should be aborted. She's carrying
this rapist's child.” She was single, too. He said, "It was a
black man and it's affecting her mental condition." The law, of
course, prohibits abortions except for the purpose of saving life.

I said to him, "What effect will it have upon her life?" He said,
"It could kill her.”" I said, "It's legal to commit that abortion
if she wants and you want it. I certainly will not prosecute.'

But we prosecuted this Inez Burns when I was district attorney
and she was performing ten abortions a day. That would be about
200 a month. She'd take them up to maybe three months and you'd
have a little fetus at three months. You've got an active human
being and, God, she put it into one of these meat grinders after
she performed the abortion and that was very repugnant to me and it
still is. It seems with all the modern ways of preventing births
today, none of which with the exception of without contraceptives
is acceptable to the Catholic church which makes it kind of tough
on a Catholic. That's hard too though because at the immediate
point of conception, bango, that's a new human soul in the eyes of
the church. I've never been able to measure, well, when do you
stop?
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Brown: If a person's raped, what they will do if they go to the emergency
hospital, they will immediately scrape the uterus of the woman;
they'll do that anyway. That would be permissible because that
would be for the purpose of prevention of disease and if the
prevention of disease also lost the baby, that's too bad.

Fry: Can you accept that?

Brown: Well, I have a difficult time. But on the other hand, I have a
difficult time accepting abortion. When can you do it? If you
trimester it, at the end of three, at the end of six months, one
hour after birth. When do you stop it? They can arrest the birth
of a child any time up until eight months, and you've got a child
that's pretty well developed at eight months. Of course, the
supreme court, Ithink the supreme court will leave it alone. I'm
willing to leave it to the legislature. I don't think it's a
constitutional right of a woman to have an abortion. I have
difficulty with that. But I think it's something that each person
has to kind of decide for themselves. I don't like to make it a
constitutional right. I think that whatever the majority of people
think--

I agree with Jerry, though, on the theory that if they're going
to have abortions, the poor should not be the only ones that can't
have them. I can't buy that theory, that the state shouldn't pay
for them. Carter says, 'Well, different things happen- to different
people." 1 can't buy that at all.

Fry: Would you go along with abortion if the baby damages the health of
the mother?

Brown: Of course, that's always a big argument. Who goes, the mother or
the child? The mother cannot safely have a birth. I think you've
got to make a judgment under those circumstances as to what should
actually be done. I don't think you can make any generalization
about it at all. I had a case. A friend of mine in San Francisco,
he was with the PG&E legal department, a very devout Catholic and
his wife had a baby and she had to have a caesarean and the doctor
said, "I wouldn't have any more children." So, God, within fourteen
months she had another caesarean. The doctor said, "Jesus, you've
got your wife all cut up on both sides. You really shouldn't have
another one." Within fourteen months, I'll be a son of a biscuit
eater, bango, out comes another one and this time she damn near dies.
So the doctor said to him, "If you have another baby, you're going
to kill your wife. You just cannot. I don't care whether you use
rubbers, but don't have it.'" But he was against using rubbers: mortal
sin, preventing birth, can't do it. I'll be a son of a bitch, within
sixteen months, he's got another baby. Gee, they went to church
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every day and prayed for the life of the mother. I'll be a son of
a gun, if she didn't have a premature birth, normal, at seven and a
half months, and the baby lives. [laughs] But this time they had
to perform a hysterectomy on the woman because she would have died.

That's permissible under those circumstances. But don't. ask me to

give you the whole moral doctrine of the church. Most of the priests
don't understand it. Our Jesuit philosophers really get into these
things.

I'm interested in Pat Brown's moral philosophy.

Theory, yes, well that's what I'm giving you.

How are we doing on time? It's 4:15.

Let's go fifteen minutes more.
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V  SAN FRANCISCO DISTRICT ATTORNEY; STATE AND NATIONAL POLITICS

Trial Run for DA in 1939

The next topic is your running for district attorney against
Matthew Brady in 1939. This man had been in office for a long time.

Twenty years, yes.
Sixteen years maybe at that time.

Oh, '39. 1In '39 I went to Brady and asked him for an appointment
as a deputy DA and he wouldn't give me a job. So I thought he was
a terrible district attorney. He didn't do anything. There was a
graft investigation in '35 or '36, the Atherton investigation. I
didn't blame the police; I blamed the district attorney for letting
those things get to a point where some of the police would take
graft money. It was part of the San Francisco system. The police
were only creatures of what the general public of San Francisco
wanted. All Brady had to do was to call the chief of police in,
tell him, "I know that some of your cops are grafting. If you don't
want them to go to jail, you better cut it out." But he went along
with them. He never took graft himself however. I thought he was
a terrible district attorney.

I was very ambitious but I didn't think I could win my first time,
but I thought I'd run. My Order of Cincinnatus was still around and
I revived them so I was their candidate for district attormey. I
wonder who we had for mayor? It seems to me like we had a candidate
for mayor that time too. I forget who we had. It seems to me there
was a candidate for mayor. I think we had Chester McPhee. 1 think
he was the candidate for mayor against Angelo Rossi. We had a whole
slate I think that time. I know we had a slate of supervisors.

So I ran and we had a campaign, I'm telling you! I rang doorbells
and made speeches and everything else. I got a good vote. I made
myself a record. People didn't think I had a chance and I came out.
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I made a good showing. People liked what I said and I handled my
campaign well. So it was an opening wedge for four years from
then.

Did you have a third person rumning in that campaign?

I think there was some third person running but I can't remember who
it was. I've never checked the records.

I was wondering if you had somebody who split your vote.

No, I would have lost anyway, I think, that year. But I think
somebody did get about 30,000 votes. I think I got about 80,000.

I can't remember. He beat me by about 25,000 or 30,000. He gave me
a pretty good beating that time, but I can't remember.

I don't know what the returns were but I made a record, the same
way I did later on when I ran for attorney general against Howser.
I did well and I made friends in the campaign and made supporters,
so I softened them up for four years later.

You got yourself established on a city-wide basis.

Right. People knew me and I got around and I had support and I made
friends of some of the labor people and the liberals. The Longshore-
men's Union and people like that, they were for me.

I represented the Municipal Streetcarmen's Union during the war,
too, I should add to that. This streetcar union, as a matter of
fact, was an all-white union, no blacks. You couldn't join the
union if you were, and they wouldn't take them in, and they couldn't
get a job in a municipal railway.

So Roosevelt came out with an emergency order with respect to
nondiscrimination. They could have stalled it, but I called Mike
Foley who was the president of the union. I said, "You've got to
let those blacks come to work.'" So the first black that went to
work, some of the unions wouldn't work with him. But I called them
in and I said, "You're going to go to jail for this."

Called who in?

I called the union leaders in and told them they had to let the
blacks go to work. So I was an early nondiscrimination guy going

back to even those days. They let the first black in and pretty
soon you had quite a few.

Did this give you a good black constituency later when you ran?
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Brown: Well, I don't think many people knew about it. I don't think it
was generally known and I didn't make much of a noise about it
either. I didn't want people to know about it. That was part of
my religious training, that all human beings, white, black, yellow
are all God's children and you cannot discriminate against them or
that was mortally sinful. That was part of the idealism that I
gathered from my religion, although some Catholics are bigots too.

Fry: Did the Municipal Streetcarmen's Union as a whole rally to your
support? .

Brown: Oh, yes, they were for me. My Municipal Streetcarmen's Union, they
were all for me and contributed to my campaign, although I don't
think I represented them in '39. I think I began to represent them
after that. So in '39 I just had the support of a group of young
people, that's all I had. I didn't have any newspapers supporting
me or anything else. I don't think I had a single newspaper. They
were all for Brady. But four years later the story is, I've told
you, I wasn't sure I wanted to run because I had my brothers' practice
and my own practice and I wanted to keep that shop open for them
when they came back from war. So I went over to see Frank Clarvoe
at the News, and I wouldn't have gotten into it if Frank Clarvoe had
not said, "We'll support you." Then with his support I went to the
Chronicle and got their support. That was harder to get, but with
the two newspapers I knew dammn right and well I could beat this
fellow.

Fry: Was Catholicism any issue in 19397

Brown: Not in San Francisco, neither one way or the other. As a matter
of fact, I don't think people knew anything about it. This was a
very private thing with me in 1939. My Catholic friends, of course,
knew it and so did my Protestant associates who were around there
but the general public [didn't]. I was a little bit of a guy. It
didn't make any difference whether I was a Catholic, Protestant
or a Hottentot.

Campaign Finance and Organization

Fry: I'm trying to get an idea, too, on whether there was any continuity
between the people who worked for you on the 1939 campaign and those
that——

Brown: Oh, I had them all. Going back to the Order of Cincinnatus, those
people stayed in my campaign and worked with me. We campaigned
for that supervisor every two years, so we had these campaigns going.
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Brown: So everybody interested in politics was in it. Then when I ran for
district attorney in '39 they were with me. In '43, by that time
Cincinnatus had died and they weren't active in it at all, because
the war was going on, this was almost a personal campaign. We had
a little more money. In '39 we didn't have anything. In '43 we
had about $20,000.

Fry: "We' being your campaign.

Brown: Our campaign, yes. The campaign consisted of--the three strongest
supporters I had were William Newsom who gave me $5,000, and Al
Stern who gave me $5,000, and myself. I put $5,000 of my own money
into it too. I don't think after that we raised more than five
or six thousand dollars.

But there was a thing that happened in the '43 campaign (the one
I won) that I may have forgotten to tell you. I just remembered it.
Pete McDonough had been called the fountain head of corruption. That's
what Atherton called him.

I told my campaign people, "Don't take any money from him. I
don't want any money from him." Do you remember that? I think I
told you.

Fry: Five thousand dollars?

Brown: I don't know whether it was five thousand or a thousand. I forget
what it was. Bill Newsom called me up and said, "I just want to
tell you that they took that money from Pete McDonough."

I said, "You give it back to him, Bill. If you don't, I'm going
to get on radio'--there was no television then--"and I'm going to
tell the people that my campaign people took the money and retire
from the campaign." The next day Bill Newsome called me and said,
"Thy will be done." He had returned the money.

iH

Fry: You were saying that people like Ed Hills, who was an old childhood
buddy of yours, and others have really helped in your campaigns.

Brown: Yes, they had. I had all my old friends in it and my old fraternity
brothers too in Kappa Sigma Chi. [telephone interrupts]

[Date of Interview: February 9, 1978]##

Fry: I understand that Edgar Hills was your majar money man.
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In the campaign in 19397
In '39, the one you lost.

Yes, I guess Ed Hills, Bill Newsom, and Al Stern. There were three
of them. The only one that's still alive is Edgar Hills.* Did you
ever talk to Edgar Hills about me?

I'm going to.
Have you talked to Harold again? My brother, Harold?

No, not yet. We haven't been able to set a date that's convenient,
but we shall; so if you have any ideas of questions to ask these
people I'd like to know.

When you get back to Harold, I'd go into the early days.
Oh, that's what I'm interviewing him on.

When we both sold Christmas cards and delivered papers and those
great competitions between the two of us to see which one could
sell the most and things like that.

Okay. T guess one of the main things T wanted to get at in your
1939 district attorney race is how many people who helped you trace
back to these earlier groups that you belonged to?

Yes, the people that helped me the most were the members of this
high school fraternity that I belonged to, Kappa Sigma Chi which

was that fraternity of nonsectarian Protestants, Catholics, and Jews,
which was an unusual thing. A fellow named Gus Meyerson, Si Anixter,
not Benny Lera because he was in the DA's office, a fellow named

Al Hirsch, and Ed Hills. They were all in the fraternity and they
were the ones that helped me most. Then the Cincinnatus people all
helped me too, that group of people, they were all doorbell pushers.

Then there was a man named Dan Shumaker who helped me very, very
much in that campaign. Dan and I would walk around the city of San
Francisco and he would go ahead of me. He was a very nice looking
young lawyer, taller than I, and he'd walk in and say, "Meet Pat
Brown." He took me around and introduced me, whether he knew the
person or not. If you were sitting in a restaurant, he'd walk up

*Mr. Hills died in November, 1980.
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and here are these two nice-looking young men (if I do say so myself).
We'd see you and I'd shake hands with you and give you a card and

if you started an argument with me, I'd keep right on going. We
wouldn't stop because we had to talk to so many people. I must have
shaken hands with 100,000 people. That was in the '39 campaign.

We did pretty well. I don't know what the returns were. They're
available. He beat me pretty badly but I made a good impression on
people. They liked me.

Of the 100,000 you shook hands with, according to my figures 92,442
voted for you!

That's how many I got when I won. I don't think I got that--
No, that's how many you got when you lost. Brady got 135,282.
Where did you get those figures?

These aren't the final, official figures but they came out of the
newspaper the day after. In this campaign in '39, you must have
gotten some help from some Republicans.

Well, I got a lot of the Young Republicans around there. They were
for me, but it was a nonpartisan campaign. I can't remember who
they were but they were all in the Order of Cincinnatus or the New
Guard that I became very friendly with.

Yes, one of the stories about Cincinnatus' formation carried the line
that it was made up of different groups with some Republicans.

Oh, right, right. I brought them all together, the Young Republicans
and the Young Democrats and the New Guard. We all organized together
and this fellow named Jimmy Hicks was our publicity man.

What about the Contact Club that you formed? Was that helpful in
this '39 campaign?

Yes, it was. The Contact Club was one of each profession. I was the
only lawyer in it. I told you about that. But those people were

all friendly with me. I had a doctor named Fred Namath who was
active in the Adventists and a man named Dr. Parkinson who was

active in very comservative Republican circles. All of them added

up to support.

Okay, onme other thing is that in the Examiner, which I went through
because I knew it would be the newspaper that was not supporting you
the most. [laughs]
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Brady had them locked up hook, line and sinker.

So right after the election in a story of November 8--here's the
story that they ran. 1I'll let you read it. They talk about your
report eight days earlier that the grand jury had a red-hot report
on Brady, and apparently this was Ed Hills' committee of the grand
jury. So what was that? Who leaked the story eight days before

or did you know what the jury did eight days before? I wondered if
the report on Brady was really damaging enough to have made any
difference in the election, because of course the report really
didn't get out until after the election.

They probably wouldn't permit them to do it. [pauses to read news
article] Yes, I remember. We tried to get it out. We thought he

was a bad district attorney, but it was political. There's no question
about it. We wanted to use that if we could in the campaign, but

for some reason Hills couldn't get it out; so we couldn't use it.

Oh, yes, I remember this now. I think we did get the report
out later after the thing was over with, and then we used it in the
next campaign too. We used that report, we brought it up and I used
it in speeches and things. That was kind of a dirty campaign there,
between you and me.

The '39 one?

Campaigning on Opponents' Weaknesses

Well, any campaign, all the campaigns I was in except the Knowland
campaign [1958]. We used everything we could on attacking the
candidates. But it was all factual. We didn't use rumor or anything,
like there was a story in the paper yesterday about Jerry which said,
"Law enforcement people feel that Mexican mafia will reach right

into the governor's office" by [Grey] Davis. That's pure hearsay

on hearsay. Coming from a man that if there was any violation of

the law, he should have initiated prosecution, it becomes almost
ridiculous.

When you say your campaigns were dirty, you're talking about using
all the material you could find that was true.

Right, I'm talking about a thing like this, to use a grand jury.
They were investigating him and they had a report. Of course, if

I had a friend on the grand jury I would try to get that report out
beforehand. I don't comsider it "dirty" in an unfair, slanderous
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Brown: sense. I don't consider it that way, but it's a negative attack. It
tries to reinforce your campaign, by evidence other than your. own
testimony, against the man. In the Howser campaign, we used his
connection with the gambling ship; and in the Nixon campaign, we used
the note which we will come to later on, how we finally got that out.

Fry: The what?

Brown: The Nixon note. He borrowed money from Howard Hughes. In the 1950
campaign against my opponent in that campaign, Ed Shattuck, we used
letters that he had written about Warren that infuriated Warren and
kept Warren from supporting him. We couldn't get it in the newspapers
except we gave it to Drew Pearson and Drew Pearson used it. As a
result, Drew Pearson and I became great friends because he really
helped me become attorney general. Then he got word about me from
Bill Bennett, the State Board of Equalization, about taking a
$10,000 bribe that was ridiculous. He called me about it and asked
me about it. He didn't use it but I think he believed it. These
reporters have to believe things even about their own mother if it
will be a story. But go ahead.

Fry: That was 1950 also?
Brown: That was 1950, yes.

Fry: This brings up a question of sort of general principle. When you're
' not an incumbent, what kind of a campaign would you wage if you didn't
wage one of attack?

Brown: Well, you can. In the campaign against District Attorney Brady,
Brady had been district attorney for twenty years when I ran against
him in 1939, and his office had part-time employees. They all had
a big private practice. They all had offices away from the DA's
office. There was great conflict of interest. I regarded the scandals
against the police department, the Atherton investigation, as evidence
of a weak district attorney. Atherton was employed by the grand
jury to make the investigation.* But if you were a good district
attorney, you stopped the sources of graft, if the district attormney
saw that the police who have to enforce the law will take money.

*Year-long investigation of police corruption in San Francisco
conducted by Edward N. Atherton for the district attorney. See
special section, San Francisco Chronicle, March 17, 1937.
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Careful Law Enforcement

My own moral background in San Francisco was one of tolerance I might
say of prostitution and gambling, my father being a gambler and
having myself as a young fellow grown up in San Francisco and known
prostitutes and represented them and things like that and abortions
to a lesser extent. Before I became reconverted to Catholicism, I
would have looked upon that with some degree of tolerance, too,
feeling sorry for a woman that might be pregnant by a man other than
her husband or a young girl who's not married or who couldn't afford
it or anything like that.

I always felt that those things should be legalized rather than
not be enforced by a district attorney or a policeman sworn to uphold
the law. I felt that society and the district attorney were just as
responsible as the person who took the graft. I always felt sorry
for a policeman who was on the firing line and would be charged with
graft where the higher-ups or the newspapers didn't enforce the law.
Do I make myself clear? I tried to understand that.

So you did enforce the law rather strenuously.
I did, I did enforce the law. In a city like San Francisco, I tried

to enforce it rather selectively in the sense that I didn't call the
press in and say, "I'm going out on a crusade against whores or

' against abortionists or against gamblers." I just quietly waited for

an incident. I waited for an arrest, for example, of a big gambler
to start enforcing the bookmaking statutes as a felony. They'd been
enforced in San Francisco under a quasi-licensing by prosecuting them
for violating the city anti-gaming code. 1In the state penal code

it was a felony so I waited for a particular case and I charged him
with a felony. Then I asked the court to grant probation to this

man after he was convicted and pleaded guilty because I thought that
the gambling fraternity was entitled to notice that they had a new
district attorney who was going to prosecute them as felons, and the
abortionists. We waited until we had a woman who had an infection

or something. In the Sally Stanford case I waited until I had a
minor, sixteen or seventeen. Then I moved. In other words, I waited
for something to trigger it, because Bill Wren who was my most
violent oppoment in all my campaigns for district attorney, when I
went to see him after I defeated Brady, he's the omne that said to me,
"Pat, let me tell you something. San Francisco is an open town.
There's no racketeers or gangsters. It's run by policemen and they're
all local boys and if you try to enforce all the laws at once the
people will regurgitate and they'll throw you out. They'll throw up
and throw you up with them."
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So I listened to this old guy and took his advice and waited for an
incident. Instead of starting as a crusading district attorney--I
was never known as a crusading district attorney but I was known,

I think, as a tough district attorney. The fact that I got a very
high vote when I ran for re~election is evidence of that.

Okay, but as I understand if then, you waited until some obvious
infraction could really trigger this.

That's right. So I had some public support behind me.

Brady was complaining through the Examiner that he didn't have any
investigators or people to really go out--

He never tried to get them. He didn't want them. Of course, the
police department didn't want them either. Now, I got some
investigators but I only had three and to use a very vile expression,
they weren't very good investigators. They weren't very experienced.
As a matter of fact, I used the slots that the board of supervisors
gave me really to put some of my friends on as investigators, although
I did get one who had been assistant district attorney for Butte
County. But my investigators were really not very good. One of
them was a publicity man that I used to build up my campaign for
attorney general and the other one was a man that was very helpful

to my campaign. He chauffered me around and he knew a lot of people
in San Francisco. The third one was the only investigator, so I had
to use the police department really. But three couldn't do you any
good.

So it wasn't much loss since it wasn't much to begin with! [laughs]

No. But I was able to get the police. 1I'd appoint honest policemen
in there, like in the Sally Stanford case, I used the juvenile squad.
They had juvenile officers. 1In the abortion case I used two devout
Roman Catholics, Frank Ahern and Tom Cahill who were not in the
abortion payoffs.

It was a seventeen~year-old girl dying of peritonitis from an
abortion and when they took her dying statement, she stated that she'd
worked out at Sally Stanford's place and she was only seventeen. So
we charged Sally with contributing to her delinquency rather than
charging her with running a house of ill fame.

You. also mentioned Wren as a man who--

William Wren, just like the bird, the wren.
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Okay, in 1939 the third man on the ticket was Reisner who got
23,000 votes. Do you think those votes were taken from you or from
Brady?

I think they were taken from Brady. Reisner had run four years
before that and then made a fairly decent fight, but he was a lawyer
of poor reputation. I never had any real criminal law experience
before I was elected district attorney. I didm't try a single,
solitary criminal case in the state courts, in the superior court,
in the seventeen years I practiced law.

I thought you had some?

I had some experience in the federal criminal courts. I had tried
some jury cases some years before. I had participated in a murder
trial with Leo Friedman where I was the associate counsel but I
didn't open my mouth in the case. He tried the whole case. I
didn't make any argument. I just sat there and assisted him in the
trial of the case.

You did what?

Some of the investigative work and the brief-writing but Friedman
made all the arguments and everything else. So here I was elected
district attorney without ever trying a criminal case. I tried a
substantial number of civil jury cases, all personal injury cases,
before that.

Was this brought up in your campaign against him?

Oh, yes, they used that against me.

Previous Private Public Service Cases

Can we break this for a moment and go into your private law practice
and pick up a few things because I did find a few other notices

there in the papers at the Bancroft. You had already told me that
you were a special counsel for the Federation of Municipal Employees;

_on November 10, 1936 (I guess I got this from the Examiner), there

was a law case which I think focused on being able to see civil
service examination papers and the quotation from the article, was
"to clarify municipal civil service system." But really I think it
was because the Federation of Municipal Employees ''suspected that
the recent appointment of Herman van der Zee as county clerk might
be fixed." Do you remember that?
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Brown: Yes, I remember that. I was representing the Federation of
Municipal Employees. I was really representing one of their very
active members who had taken the examination for county clerk. He
felt that he'd been deprived of it, why I don't know. But I filed
a lawsuit for him and I thought I should have won that case, but I
lost it. Then I had another case involving another civil service
employee, which I thought I should have lost and that I won. So I
had two cases representing municipal employees and the one I thought
I should have won I lost. The one I should have lost I won. Both
cases, I think, were reversed on appeal. I think I won both of
them eventually.

Fry: Do you remember if you did get in to see the civil service examinations?

Brown: I did get in to see them and I think they had another examination and
I think this time my man still ran second. Then we gave up. I also
had another one in my private practice. I represented the streetcar
--maybe I told you about this.

Fry: What about the case that you had on the Market Street Railway? I
mentioned this to you last time, but we really didn't get to discuss
it.

Brown: I can't remember that. That's where I used my mother as the party
plaintiff. Why I used her I can't remember. But I represented
some private client in the matter. Either that or I was angry at
the fact that the streetcar tracks were still left. The streetcar
tracks were left on California Street and under the charter it was
clear that they had to take them up when they abandoned the streetcar
tracks. Then the city was going to do it and I said that it was an
unlawful expenditure of city money. They should have gone after the
cable car company. That was a pure pro bono publico case. By that
I mean I just defended me as a citizen. I had time to work on it,
but it does indicate that I was interested in--

Fry: Saving money for the city?

Brown: Saving money for the city and attacking private utilities that were
getting away with something, probably through friendship in the
board of supervisors or some part of the city.

Fry: I think maybe this is two different cases because on this one the
newspaper said (this was September 22, 1941) that it was to force
the Market Street railway to keep the pavement in repair alongside
the track. But the interesting note in it is "while attorney Brown
denied the union was in any way involved, William McRoby, union

president, is said to have freely admitted that the union instigated
Brown's move."



Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Fry:

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

105

Maybe they did. I can't remember that. I represented the streetcar-
men union. Maybe they did. Maybe they brought the suit.

For jobs or safety or what?

I don't remember why. I can't remember. I just can't remember.

Okay.

Mentors and Supporters

Our third pick-up is a little bit more on the Order of Cincinnatus.
Last time you told me about Ralph B. Potts coming down some time
from Seattle, and I just want to read into the record his speech
that you told about. It was on June 28, 1935, and then on July 9
a drive opened to '"place outstanding young men in San Francisco
government at the November election' and you opened headquarters
at 1260 Market Street. Does that ring a bell?

Yes, that's where Potts made the speech at 1260 Market I think.
Yes, I remember it very well.

So it was a big enough place, a great big place. 1In fact, it was
really a luxurious headquarters. It was an old storefront store,
but a place for a good sign and everything else. You can see where
I got my start in politics.

Yes, that's why it's kind of interesting to me because, as theory
goes, it probably influenced the character of all your future
campaigns. On July 12, you were president of New Guard and you
were then elected president of Cincinnatus. I think your statement
went something like it was a "binding coalition of Young Democrats,
Junior Republicans, and the New Guard.'" Then you say, on July 29,
more than a hundred nominations for supervisor had been received
by Cincinnatus.

We did. It was a tremendous number, getting all those young people
involved in politics and every one that was a possible candidate
became a good, hard worker for the campaign. So the more we had,
the better we liked it.

For a hundred people to be applying in the city of San Francisco to
actually run--

They all had to be under thirty-five and if they were over thirty-
five, we couldn't take them. It was really funny. We went out
of existence when I became thirty-six! [laughs]
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Oh, is that what happened?

That's what happened to Cincinnatus. In the flux of time it went
out of business. We tried to get younger people but you have to
have a force in it that's ambitious or working and I put together

a pretty good coalition for this thing. Some very intelligent

kids, the two Sloss boys, both of them the sons of Justice Max Sloss
of the California Supreme Court. It was just a good group of young
people.

You hadn't decided whether to nominate a slate for all civic posts
then. Did Cincinnatus ever zero in on other--?

I think we did the time that I ran. When I ran for district attorney
they did. But they didn't in the first campaign. I think we just
went after the supervisors the first time and I think the second
time. But when I ran in '39, that's when Cincinnatus really was
successful.

In '35, I think you said that Norman Elkington, George Reed, and
Dewey Mead and Pardini ran.

Joseph Sharp was in it too, but he pulled out of it for some reason
and then did run in '37.

Oh, and then Pardini was in.

I remember it was kind of poetic--Elkington, Reed, Pardini, and
Mead and that's the way we put it. Mead won. He won because he
got labor's support, San Francisco labor support.

The others didn't?

No. Elkington later because an appellate judge, appointed by me and
a very able fellow, Republican, not conservative. He handled some
campaigns and Mead was elected. George Reed was the Republican
candidate and Elkington was a Republican. We had two Republicans
and two Democrats. Elkington and Reed were the Republicans and
Pardini and Mead were the Democrats to show that we were completely
nonpartisan.

I guess that was one reason why Mead got the labor?

He got it because he was a labor official, very active. He was a
young union officer, building trades council. By the way, there

was one other man that we can't forget that helped me in the campaign
and if you ever get a chance to talk to him you should; he's not very
well. It's Dan DelCarlo. Dan DelCarlo was the executive officer of
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Brown: the Glazers' Union and very active in the building trades. He
introduced me to a man by the name of Joe Murphy who was an old-time
San Francisco politician. Joe Murphy really taught me how to campaign.
By the way, his son, Bob Murphy, is now the producer of the Mervyn
Griffith's show and only lives a little ways from me up here on the
hill. He lives right up here within five or six blocks. We've never
had him for dinner because he says he's out every night on the
Mervyn Griffith show.

But Murphy was the one that took me around. He led me by the
hand around San Francisco, showed me how to campdign, a pleasant
Irishman. He'd take out an election card and he'd hand the election
card to you and he'd say to you, "Now, pretty little lady if you
vote for Pat Brown for district attorney and he's elected, the day
after election you go to any department store and get yourself a
pair of hose." Or if you had a little child he'd give it to him and
he said, "You'll get an ice cream cone. Just take it to any candy
store." He also taught me, "Don't argue with people about politics."
He's the one that did it, Joe Murphy. He was such a jovial guy that
I would laugh and everybody would laugh with me. I could see that
I was getting over with people. You'd walk in and they liked him
and if they made any offensive remark or anything like that, he'd
never get angry and he said, "I'll punch you in the nose."

Jim Brennan also helped me. He was an old Irish politician.
Fry: You said you would punch somebody in the nose?

Brown: I felt like punching somebody in the nose and he said to me, "If you
ever say that again, I'll punch you in the nose."

Jim Brennan helped me too. I'll never forget going into a drug
store and a fellow named Bastianni in the Marina district in San
Francisco where I lived, I walked in and this fellow said, "Gee,
you're doing pretty good in that campaign for district attorney.
You're doing fine." I said, 'Gee, what am I doing?" He said, 'Well,
you're only getting beaten three to one!" [laughs] So then my
dauber dropped. [shoulders slump] Gee, I walked out and Brennan
looked at me and said [voice imitates fierceness] '"Get your dauber
up. Don't let any people see you're discouraged."

i

Fry: So you did become a known figure in San Francisco. [tape interruption:
telephone]

Brown: I really didn't become a prominent character in San Francisco until
I ran for district attorney the second time, when I got the support °
of the two newspapers. When I got the Chronicle and the News
supporting me for district attorney, that made me a candidate. Before
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that I was just an ambitious young man. I was well known in town.
I belonged to the Elks. I belonged to the Native Sons. I belonged
to the Pythians. I belonged to a Bible study group in the mornings
and we had the New Testament at my parish, St. Brennan's Parish.
That was after 1939. And I was around town. I was a very active
young man. 1 was in other politics. I was the campaign treasurer
for Olson in '39. I was the campaign chairman for Raymond Haight
for governor in--

That was San Francisco chairman for Olson?

Treasurer for Olson, northern California treasurer for Olson for
governor in 1938. I was for Raymond Haight in the 1934 primary.
That's when Sinclair and Merriam ran. Haight was kind of the middle-
of-the-roader. I was vice-chairman or chairman of his campaign. 1I'd
been very active in politics.

Of course, the Cincinnatus group gave me publicity. I was active
in the Barristers' Club, the young lawyers' club; I started that as
a matter of fact. Well, you can see, I led a very active life, and
I worked like hell at the law, building a practice, because that was
my sole source of support for my growing family from the time I
married Bernice until--let's see, I had three children in the first
eight years.

The first public notice that I saw of you kind of emerging as an
accepted public figure may have been in 1936 when you were selected
to be the main speaker at ceremonies in the Civic Center in the
auditorium to celebrate Lincoln's birthday and 7,000 school kids,
plus war veterans and everything were there.

That doesn't ring a bell to me at all. I have no recollection of
that.

In the Examiner that's kind of the first thing where they really--
What year was that?

This was 1936. Then another thing was in December of 1936, what I
think is your first attempt at public office. Check me on that.
The story runs that on December 1, the board of Cincinnatus
recommends to Mayor Rossi that you succeed Frank R. Havenner who
went to Congress. Now, I don't have down here what the office was.
Supervisor.

At the time they say that you are the state president of Cincinnatus.

I think we had three guys in Los Angeles or something.
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[laughs] For a Cincinnatus chapter?

That made it a statewide organization. [chuckles] That was probably
my idea, too.

Yes, there's a lot of correspondence in your papers about starting
the Los Angeles chapter.

But you can see I spent a lot of time in politics too. I worked
practically every Saturday and Sunday. Poor Bernice, she used to
go crazy.

So in the mid-thirties it began to pay off apparently, in the press
at least.

That's right.

All right, taking chronologically in 1937 there were a lot of
money problems in Cincinnatus. Before the '37 city elections in
February 15, there's a letter from George C. McLaughlin to you.

Who's he?

He was one of the founders of Cincinnatus with me. George McLaughlin
ran a printing shop and he was a very clever craftsman. He would
put together montages, he'd get a lot of ads together, and he did

it very, very well. He put out the Cincinnatus paper. We also
published a paper called the Police Signal. My brother Harold and

I represented the uniformed policemen. They couldn't be in any
political organization. There were three or four policemen, young
policemen that we went to school with; a man named Walter Ames, who
later became a police captain and three or four others, young
policemen that couldn't be out front, so my brother Harold and I

and George McLaughlin kind of fronted and we put out a newspaper
called the Police Signal. This was a paper advocating free uniforms,
that they should supply uniforms and ammunition and an increase in
salary for the policemen and higher pensions.

That should have given you another base of support. Did it?

It did. A lot of the uniformed police. As a matter of fact, when

I said I didn't handle a criminal case, I did represent seven or
eight policemen who had been indicted for taking a bribe to refer
cars that were disabled in accidents to a particular tow car company.
I represented the seven policemen and I worked like hell on it. I
made a motion before Judge Benjamin Jones, I'll never forget it, who
was, assigned the case, from Lake County, to dismiss indictments upon
the grounds of a conspiracy to commit a misdemeanor. It was not a
felony. It was a misdemeanor. The court right from the bench
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granted my motion. It was a purely legal question; it wasn't a
factual question. But I remember arguing the case and I made, as

I remember it then, an argument that I was very proud of and the
judge right from the bench and I'll never forget. The wives of

the policemen were in court and they were all in court and I have
never seen a happier group of people in my life than these policemen
that I represented when I got them off. We didn't get very good
fees for it, but we won it.

That's interesting because that case is reported in the Examiner.
I gathered that it was a pretty political case because the fellow
who was head of that part of city government was someone who was

pretty much--was it in Finn's machine?

Do you mean the policemen or who?

It would be the department of city government that has to do with
the storage of tow cars.

I don't remember who it was. I remember that the Police Commission
was charged too. They used a radio wave, they put a radio dicta-
phone on you and and you talked it over with the policeman; and

then they had this detective force that was doing it. I don't
remember who initiated it. Maybe it was the Garagemen's Association.

I made a motion to exclude that evidence upon the grounds that
they needed a search warrant to use a radio-telephomne. Well, the
Police Commission was really with me. They didn't want to fire
these fellows. Walter McGovern who was the chairman of the Police
Commission was a pretty liberal San Franciscan and he represented
a lot of the prostitutes and gamblers and abortionists. He was
quite a lawyer; a hell of a good lawyer as I remember. So they
ruled with me on that motion. So they had to dismiss the case
because they had no evidence. So this was a great victory for me
really.

One of the policemen, a fellow named Overstreet, later got on
the vice squad. When I was district attorney I shouldn't have
done this, but we found out through a paper that he had hidden
some evidence in a case. Instead of prosecuting, I called him in
and told him we knew about it and said, "If you ever do this again,
we'll see that you're fired." But he'd been a client of mine in
private practice and I felt kind of sorry for him.

How did it work out?
The case?

No, him.
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He later turned out to be a pretty good policeman. I think he

got into trouble later on for something. I can't remember. He
was a tough cop. God, when he'd arrest somebody and they threw
anything at him, he'd fight like hell. [tape interruption: someone
enters]

The reason I brought up George McLaughlin was that he seemed
concerned that the organization needed definite policy and he wrote
you '"'the organization is now drifting in a dense fog."

He was a very serious fellow. He later went to work for me in the
DA's office. He was kind of an office manager. We made him the
office manager when I became district attorney and he was very active
in my campaign for district attorney and we became very close friends.
He was a sour puss guy, very thin, smoked a lot of cigarettes and
eventually died of emphysema. When you get my age and you see people
die of emphysema you see what a terrible thing cigarette smoking is,
aside from the cancer. Ray O'Conner who was my office associate
after my brothers went to war, he died of cancer of the lungs. He
was an inveterate smoker.

Now Roger Kent's having trouble.

Roger Kent has emphysema.

1940 and 1944 Democratic National Conventions

I want to go into the 1940 Democratic convention, Pat. Is that
your first Democratic convention to go to?

Yes, I went to the 1940 comvention as an alternate to an alternate.

I really just went back. I couldn't get to be a delegate so I paid
my own way back and went back to the convention in 1940; I went

back with a man that had been very active in Democratic politics,

a man by the name of Ed Durkin. He and I shared a room at the

hotel and he couldn't get tickets. So he came out for Burton Wheeler
against Franklin Roosevelt. I'll never forget it. [tape interrup-
tion: telephone]

You went there then not as a delegate but as a visitor.

Well, I was an alternate to an alternate. We kidded ourselves about
it, but I wasn't even an alternate. I went back there anyway and

I went to the convention and watched it. We got in, of course,

and got tickets and became friendly with the delegates from all over
the state.
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This was just so you could become acquainted with these people,
right?

That's right. Olson was governor and I'd begun to get interested
in politics and I remember going back there. We took a train and
it was very enjoyable. After the convention was over, I went by
myself to New York. I flew in a DC-3 and I1'll never forget it. We
flew over Newark and we couldn't come down because there was fog or
something and we flew over New York and finally came into LaGuardia
and landed safely. That was' my first trip to New York too and I
went to the Astor Hotel. I had rooms at the Astor Hotel. 1I'll
never forget it. I don't think I was ever more lonesome in my life
than I was in that great big city.

What did you go for?

I just went for a visit, just a trip. I was that close to New York
and I thought I'd go.

Where was that Democratic convention that year?

In Chicago. That's the third-term nomination of Roosevelt. That's
where Farley left him and Farley became a candidate against him.
But my secretary back there in New York, my little secretary,

Karen Gunnerson. She was back there visiting her folks so I dated
her one night. I took her out one night in New York.

How did you feel about Farley leaving Roosevelt at the convention?

I was all for Roosevelt. I liked Jim Farley very much but I was

a Franklin D. Roosevelt man at that time. He was the man who really
converted me to the Democratic party and I thought he was doing a
hell of a job. I was tremendously impressed by Roosevelt and I
thought Farley and Burton Wheeler were for the birds. I just had

no use for them. I instinctively felt that way.

Did you have any misgivings about the third-term issue?

No, I really didn't. It didn't bother me at all. Europe was at
war and I felt that the Republican candidate that year was Wendell
Willkie, and I'll never forget listening to Willkie when he made
his acceptance speech. It was a pretty good speech. Right after
that, Harold Ickes made the statement that Willkie was the barefoot
boy from Wall Street which was really very funny and I remember how
I chuckled at the remark. I was happy that Ickes had come up with
that. It was very, very good. I enjoyed it. So that showed where
my sympathies were.



Fry:

Brown:

135578

Brown:

Fry:

Brown:

113

That also was when John Garner was replaced by Henry Wallace as vice
president. Who were you for there?

I don't think I felt very strongly about it. I didn't realize the
importance of it. I can't remember being for or against Wallace.
Four years later when I went, as a delegate this time, to the
convention--where was the convention in '44? I think that was in
Chicago too. Yes, it was. There I was a delegate this time. I

had been absclutely against Wallace. He had made a speech at the
Palace Hotel in San Francisco, and I was so disgusted with the speech
that he made, a vice president! He got up and wandered all over
hell's half acre and didn't say anything. He appeared to me to be

a dreamer. Then I got back at the Democratic convention and he made
a speech on civil rights. It was a great speech and he looked down
at the delegates and there was no equivocation about it. It was

a speech on equality and I look back on it now and I shifted to
Wallace at the time. I was all for Wallace.

Against Harry Truman?

Yes, against Harry Truman. I didn't know who Harry Truman was. But

. the politicos, the smart politicos--Ed Pauley and Bill Malone--I'll

never forget Ed Pauley getting me down under the rostrum and saying
to me, ''Gee, Pat, really this Wallace is a nut." I said, "I don't-
think he's a nut." All the labor people and Helen Gahagan Douglas,
all the liberals were for Wallace.

But they talked to me and I respected their political wisdom so
I said to them, "I'll tell you what I'll do. I'm going to vote for
Wallace on the first ballot, but if Wallace doesn't win on the first
ballot, I'll give you a vote on the second ballot. 1I'll give Harry
Truman a vote on the second ballot," which I did. Truman won and
thank God I changed because Wallace later turned out to be a traitor
to Roosevelt. He ran on a third-party ticket in '48 against Harry
Truman and he got way off in left field and was really kind of a
pie-in-the-sky fellow. Sincere, but not the kind of a man that
you'd want to be president of the United States. He was with the
extremists and I've always been really a moderate liberal I would
say. On civil rights I think I've always been very liberal, but
on governmental aid to individuals, I've always been somewhat
suspicious of big government and things like that.

You mentioned Helen Gahagan Douglas and I wonder if you remembered
in 1940 when she was elected national committeewoman. Do you
remember anything about that?

I remember I was very charmed by her and liked her very much but
of course I was only a youngster in the party then and she had
been a great actress and we were all very happy with her. I think
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that Culbert Olson was elected Democratic national committeeman

at the same time. I'm not sure but it seems to me he was.* He
was in his glory in 1940. I remember going up to his inauguration
[1939] and a big barbecue they had at the fair groun<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>