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Lionel Wilson, tenacious builder
and Oakland’s first black mayor

V'

Agantin. .. law
and politics,” says
political successor

By Zachary Coile
OF THE EXAMINER STAFF

Friends and political rivals, for-
mer staffers and family members
mourned the passing of Lionel Wil-
son, the soft-spoken former judge
who dominated QOakland politics
for more than a decade as the city’s
first black- mayor.
Mr. Wilson, who warily
to run for mayor in 1977 and was
even more reluctant to leave the
post 14 years later, died Friday at
his Oakland home after a 10-
gmzonth battle with cancer. He was
A centrist who sought unity
above party politics, the three-
term Democratic mayor was re-
membered for breaking color barri-
ers and for his devotion to building
Oakland’s skyline. . X
Oakland Mayor Elihu Harris,
who defeated him in a three-way
race in 1991, praised his predecess-
or for opening up politics to minor-
ity politicians in the East Bay.
- “Lionel Wilson, a giant both in
. law and politics, blazed trails over
which many have followed, includ-
»ing myself,”’ Harris said in a state-
ment. “This is a tremendous loss
* for the city.” - b 3 eV
A highly. private man, Mr. Wil-
son kept his illness hidden from all
<but his closest friends. His wife of
many years, Dorothy, didn’t an-
nounce his death, and some friends
and family members found out
‘about’ his passing through .media
2! The Alameda County.coroner’s
‘office said the death was reported
by his doctor: Wednesday. He will
be cremated Feb. 3. . ... .

“Hall away from conservatives led -

.office by an odd coalition that in-

Athletic, political skills

Born in New Orleans, he moved
as a toddler to Oakland, a city that
was almost as segregated as the
South his parents left behind. A
gifted student, he graduated from
McClymonds High School in West
Oakland at age 16.

Early on he showed an athletic
prowess that belied his lean, 5-foot-
7-inch frame. He played semi-pro
basketball and two years of Negro
League baseball. His brother Har-
old said a New York Yankees scout
told him Lionel would have been
signed by the team but for one fact:
his race.

He later attended UC-Berkeley,
where he earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in economics be-
fore serving as an officer in the
U.S. Army Air Corps in North Af-
rica and Europe.

After graduating from Hastings
College of Law, he became a civil
rights lawyer. In 1960, he was ap-
pointed Alameda County’s first
black Municipal Court judge by
Gov. Pat Brown. Four years later,
he broke new ground agaip- as the

county’s first black Superior Cou
judge. : i ;

Though initially reluctant, he

“ was'drafted into politics in 1977 in -

an attempt to wrest control of City

by the powerful Knowland family,
the one-time owners of the Oak- .
land Tribune. He was swept into :

cluded white liberals, Black Pan-
ther members and labor and busi-
ness interests. =3

He immediately set out to rally
a diverse community around a sin-
gle goal: rebuilding the city, espe-
cially the downtown. With a talent
for attracting federal aid, he began
a construction spree that included
anew City Center complex and the
Convention Center.

“T think Lionel will be remem-
bered for setting a pace, for being
an African American man who
broke color lines as Oakland’s first
black mayor, and for getting !:he
development of downtown going
again,” said Wilson Riles Jr., a for-
mer Oakland councilmember.

Strong leader during '89 quake
The most pressing crisis of his
office came during the 1989 Loma
Prieta quake, which flattened
much of Interstate 880 in West
Oakland, killing 42 commuters.
“He was very much in chax:ge,
making sure assistance was beu;g
given to those who needed it,” said
Bill Patterson, a friend and consul-

o 143 a]_
tant to Mr. Wilson. “He had 1
ready laid the groundwork for uni-
ty (in the city), and the -;p.eqp.le_,‘
rallied around him.” ) ¥
He lost in a mayoral [f)nmary nxln;
1992, mostly because of conce
about his age and his costly and
unsuccessful bid to force the Los
Angeles Raiders to return to Oak-
land. U T g
Supervisor Mary King, hlS (?r?e}
time chiéf of staff who was chairo
his last “two -campaigns, remem-
" bered that while she ‘and:others,
"'wept, the mayor was stone-faced in
defeat. ' . T RN S0t
ef “He was like.Muha'mm:dt;)A%”{,: :
King said. “You never want to se
himgIOSe"a fight.-Maybe he fgugh_@,
X e.mo mﬂny.”' 50 ol "? 2
O.n'In addition to his wife, he is
+. gurvived by 'his brothers, Ha.rold,;
Kermit, Julius and Warren; sister,
Marie Anderson; sons, Robin, Lio-
" nel Jr. and Stephen; and sevgral
. grandchildren. Services are being
planned.






Lionel Wilson,
Ex-Mayor of
Odkland, Dies

First black to hold post,
he served three terms

By Rick DelVecchio
Chronlicle Stqff Writer

Former Oakland Mayor Lionel
Wilson, a fiery competitor and
compassionate judge who brought
justice and opportunity to black
residents who had felt shut out for
generations,
has died at his
home.

Wilson, Oak-
land’s first
black mayor,
was 82 and had
been suffering
from cancer. z :

Wilson had Lionel Wilson

pot discussed his health even with
close friends and family members,
who were shocked yesterday when
they got the news from the Alame-
da County Sheriff’s Department.
Sergeant Jim Knudsen said a
copy of a death certificate filed
with the coroner’s office showed
that Wilson died of cancer Friday
in his Montclair district home.
Wilson was born in New Orle-
ans on March 4, 1915, and moved to
Oakland with his'family when he
was'8. His career was shaped by

the discrimination he experienced .-
as a talented black man growing °

up in an era of segregation.

He was an excellent tennis,
baseball and basketball player, but

his athletic prime came a decade !

San Francisco Chronicle

January 29, 1998
page 1 of 3
From Pagel

before Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier, and he was denied
opportunities in major league pro-
fessional sports.

Instead, he graduated from the
University of California at Berke-
ley, earned a degree from Hastings
College of the Law and became a
civil rights lawyer. In 1960, he be-
came Alameda County'’s first black
judge when Governor Edmund G.
(Pat) Brown appointed him to the
bench.

He was elected to the first of
his three terms as mayor in 1977,
ending a long reign of Republican
control of Oakland City Hall. It was
a turning point in Oakland’s politi-
cal history, coming at a time when
whites were fleeing the city and
blacks energized by the civil rights
and anti-war movements were de-
manding -a role in decision-mak-
ing.

As mayor, he was a pioneer for
affirmative action in local govern-
ment, and used his skills as a nego-
tiator to make a mark on the city’s
economy — the skyline of down-
town Oakland, though still incom-
plete, is largely a result of his de-
velopment and economic policies.

Tide Turned Agoinst Him

Wilson easily won re-election in’
1981 and 1985 but failed badly in
his bid for a fourth term, finishing
third-in the primary in 1990. In
part, he was defeated by the costs
of his aggressive economic advoca-
¢y, as residents became irate over
subsidles for downtown develop-
ment and - the " city’s :pro ‘sports

- Perhaps the greatest political
damage to. Wilson came at the
hands of Raiders boss Al Davis. Af-
ter the Raiders moved to Los Ange-
les in 1982, Oakland sued to take
over the franchise on the grounds
that the team was vital to the city's
economy. The novel angle proved

a loser in court, and the city had to

put up millions in lggal fees. '~
“1n 1989, Wilson' supported.a

plan to lure back the Raiders with

taxpayer subsidies. A powerful cit-
izen backlash scuttled the deal.
& e ""‘“‘“’\Q

“I think people will descisn.
Lionel’s mayoralty as a transition
period,” said former City Manager
Henry Gardner. “It was a transi-
?ion as far as what was happening
in the political culture. But Lionel
was hardly a transition mayor. He
was very clear about what his
agenda was. He had very strong
feelings about the importance of
opening City Hall to minorities and
women, and all minorities, not just
African Americans.”

Wilson was a centrist who
brought to politics the old-fash-
joned values bred into him from
his West Oakland childhood. He
got along with the local kids who .
had become radicalized and
formed the Black Panther Party.
As the head of a local anti-poverty
program in the 1960s, he helped fu-
ture party co-founder Bobby Seale
get a job at the agency.

_And he mixed equally well
with business leaders who repre-
sented the old guard. Wilson was
as cqncerned with the city’s deteri-
orating economy as with civil
rights and affirmative action.

An estimated $1 billion worth
of construction- came during his
term, and another $1 billion was
planned. Landmarks of the Wilson
era include the City Center com-"~
plex; a-downtown hotel and con-
vention center and new federal
and state office buildings.

Praise From Friends, Foes s “% ¢
“He was certainly‘a gréat ead'
er for Oakland,” said' Couneilman:
Dick Spees, a conservative by Oak+
land standards who was often at
odds with Wilson. “He was a per-

son who was very progressive in
his polities and his personal bellet
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system, but at the same time he
was moderate and even conserva-
tive in regard to finances.”

Wilson pushed his policies
through despite operating under
Oakland’s “weak mayor” form of
government, in which the mayor is
but one vote on the nine-member
City Council. His job was to line up
a fivevote majority, and col-
leagues said he never gaveled open
a public meeting without knowing
the score beforehand.

“That’s why he'd sit there hke a
judge,” said West Oakland activist
Paul Cobb. “He didn't worry.
There were no surprises on the
floor.”

Former Councxlwoman Mary
Moore,; who was first elected on
" Wllson s slate in 1977, said Wilson
could be jealous of competitors or
bored with the details of the job,~
but his brains and compassxon
shone through

Reaching Out to Grass Roois

“All the people who came from
that generatlon had to be super
people to start with,” she said. “Ba-
sically, he had real strong, clear
values. -7, I would say they were"

" old- fashxoned liberal values. He
had a tremendous feeling for ordx-
- mary people.”
Toni ‘Adams, a former Wilson
_staffer; told of ;the ' day:a felon.
whom Wilson had sent to pI'ISOIl as
a judge came to visit him

“He just came in to say how im-
portant he (Wilson) was in his life,
even though he had thrown him in -
jail,”-Adams said. ‘“He said (Wilson) ,
talked ‘to’ him like a man-and:
helped him understand what _was
happemng

- Wilson loved such encounters
and remained in Oakland despite
opportunities to make a name for
hlmself elsewhere He' turned

down a chance to be appointed to
the state Supreme Court before
running for mayor, a part-time job
that paid $15,000.

In a statement yesterday, for-
mer Black Panther leaders David
Hilliard and Elaine Brown remem-
bered their old ally with affection.

~ “Lionel Wilson's bailiff asked
him one day in that last year he
was on the Alameda County Supe-
rior Court bench where he had
gotten the cigars. ‘Huey Newton
sent them to me from Cuba,’ he
told us was his reply. We all howl-
ed many times over the plain
truth. ... This was Lionel Wilson.
He was everything he said he was,
even if he didn’t seem to be. He

fl‘,

Simggle Witll Failing Health.

" Friends said Wilson was proud
of his athleticism and became up-

-: believed in truth,. and in love, and Y
- in freedom s

set in recent years when his body..
began to fail. They were disturbed, -

but not surprlsed that the man
who had given his life to pubhc
service elected to end it privately,

with only his wife, Dorothy, shar-_

mg the experlence go A
“They wanted some peaceful

“time together,” said Bill Patterson,

one of Wilson’s closest frlends.
“His life had always been public.

‘Dorothy paid the price for that, be--
cause he was always out there in’
~the community he loved.” " -

'_ In addition to his w1fe Wilson

-is survived by three sons, Llonel B.

-

" Wilson and Steven Wilson of Oak-

. land and . Robin Wilson of Sacra-
mento; brothers Harold, Kermit,

land, and Juhus Wilson of -Castro

- ‘Valley, and a sister, Marie Ander-
-son of San Leandro. :

Funeral arrangements have

’ not been set.

- and *‘Warren Wilson, -all -of . Oak-*
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LIONEL WILSON'S LEGACY

San Francisco Chronicle

January 29, 1998
page 3 of 3

m Wilson's election in 1977 as Oak-
land's first African American mayor
united liberals and blacks who had
chafed under the city’s Republican-
dominated City Hall.

m Wilson was a popular mayor dur-

ing the first two of his three terms.

" Both supporters and adversaries
credited him with increasing the par-
ticipation of women and minorities in

" city government. With a low tax base
and the fimitations imposed by i
Proposition 13, Oakland pioneered
creative financing deals to raise
money, including selling and leasing
back its public buildings.

m Oakland’s downtown skyline was
shaped in part by Wilson's policies.
He won a battle with then-San Fran-
cisco Mayor Dianne Feinstein for a
huge federal complex that brought
more than 4,000 government work-

$ : %/
Wilson sworn in as new mayor

ers to Oakland. But failures and de-
lays in numerous other downtown
projects came to haunt Wilson, and
by the end of his tenure in 1991 the
city’s main street, Broadway, was
pockmarked by defunct and strug-
gling businesses.

m Wilson was a former professional
baseball player and avid sports fan.

He fought a long, costly and ulti-
mately losing battle to keep the
Raiders from relocating to Los Ange-
les, and he engineered a $15 million
loan to keep the A's in town. In his
third term he supported a $600 mil-
lion offer to bring the Raiders back
to Oakland, but dropped the effort
amid a popular revolt,

® When crack cocaine and associat-
ed violence swept the city in the late
1980s, critics grumbled that Wilson
had lost touch. At one memorable
incident in 1987, a crowd of 2,000
people jeered the absent mayorina ~
meeting called by the powerful Oak--
land Community Organizations.

m Oakland's mayor-is now a full-time,
$80,000-a-yearjob thanks to a bal-
lot measure Wilson offered up in
1988. When he took office, it was a
part-time post that paid '$15,000.
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PREFACE

In America education has long been an important avenue of
opportunity. From our earliest years young people and their families
have looked to the nation’s colleges and universities to provide the
knowledge and experience that will enable the new generation to take its
place in the world of work and government and creative activity. 1In
turn, one measure of the quality of American universities and colleges is
the breadth and diversity of their students, including how well they
reflect the mix of social, racial, and economic backgrounds that make up
the communities from which they come and in which they will take part as
graduates.

On the West Coast, the University of California at Berkeley has from
its beginnings in the 1860s welcomed the sons and daughters of small
farmers and shopkeepers, railroad workers and laborers, as well as the
children of lawyers and doctors, corporate executives, from many ethnic
and racial groups. About 1915, as far as we know, the first black
students enrolled at Berkeley, pioneers of yet another group of Americans
eager to seek the best in higher education and to broaden their
participation in the life of California and the nation.

Those first black students to come to Cal were indeed on their own,
with few fellow black students and no special programs or black faculty
to guide them or serve as role models. During the Great Depression of
the 1930s a few more came, maybe a hundred at a time in all. The
education benefits of the G.I. Bill for men and women who did military
service during World War II opened the doors to many more black students
to attend Cal in the late 1940s and early 1950s. A census taken in 1966
counted 226 black students, 1.02 percent of all the students at Berkeley.
By the fall of 1988, there were 1,944 black graduate and undergraduate
students, 6.1 percent of the student body. With changing population and
immigration patters in recent years, as well as active campus recruiting
programs, for the first time there is not a single majority ethnic group
in the entire undergraduate student body at Berkeley.

Looking back from the 1990s, those early trailblazers are very
special. Though few in number, a large percentage of them have gone on
to distinguished careers. They have made significant contributions in
economics, education, medicine, government, community service, and other



ii

fields. It is fitting that a record of their initiative and energy be
preserved in their own accounts of their expectations of the University
of California, their experiences as students there, and how these
experiences shaped their later lives. Their stories are a rich part of
the history of the University.

Since 1970, the University has sought to gather information on this
remarkable group of students, as noted in the following list of oral
histories. In 1983, the UC Black Alumni Club and University officials
began planning an organized project to document the lives and
accomplishments of its black graduates. 1In order to provide scholars
access to the widest possible array of data the present series includes
oral histories conducted for Regional Oral History Office projects on
California Government History Documentation and the History of Bay Area
Philanthropy, funded by various donors.

With the advice and assistance of the Black Alumni Club, and the
support of other alumni and friends of the University, the Regional Oral
History Office of The Bancroft Library is tape-recording and publishing
interviews with representative black alumni who attended Cal between the
years 1920 and 1956. As a group, these oral histories contain research
data not previously available about black pioneers in higher education.
As individuals, their stories offer inspiration to young people who may
now be thinking of entering the University.

The Regional Oral History Office was established in 1952 to tape
record autobiographical interviews with persons significant in the
history of California and the West. The Office is under the
administrative direction of The Bancroft Library and Willa Baum, Division
Head. Copies of all interviews in the series are available for research
use in The Bancroft Library and UCLA Department of Special Collections.
Selected interviews are also available at other manuscripts depositories.

Gabrielle Morris, Director
University of California Black Alumni Project

Willa K. Baum, Division Head
Regional Oral History Office

October 1991

Regional Oral History Office

The Bancroft Library

University of California, Berkeley
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Ida Jackson, Overcoming Barriers in Education, 1990.
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INTRODUCTION- -by Professor Edward J. Blakely

Who is the hero of our time? If there is a hero of our time, he or
she would have to come from Oakland. Nowhere in America has a city
presented so many options, opportunities, and challenges as this city on
San Francisco Bay. One person in our time--Lionel Wilson--personifies
all of the city’'s glory and its pain.

Lionel is a true son of Oakland. As in so many cases, his character
was molded on the playing fields of Oakland. Those playing fields
presented him with the most fundamental challenges for using all of his
abilities to work effectively with others to forge victory. Oakland'’'s
playing fields taught him that it was not color nor family wealth but
character that shaped opportunity. This view from Oakland shaped his
view of the world.

I have known and seen Oakland through the eyes of Oakland’'s hero,
Lionel Wilson, for over a quarter of a century. I have known him as a
friend and colleague, working on linking the University of California at
Berkeley to the Oakland community. When I was a student at Berkeley in
the early sixties, Lionel Wilson inspired me to devote my time and
energies to working with him on youth and community issues in Oakland.
He recognized the enormous power of the university as a force for
positive change. It had changed his life chances and he felt it could
change those of others. We worked together on how to make the entire
institution feel this responsibility.

Over the years, we kept working on this same problem from different
perspectives. After Lionel Wilson’s inauguration as mayor in 1977, one
of his first acts was to call upon me to develop a formal program that
linked the university and the city. We worked together for twelve years
hammering out one of the most successful partnerships in the nation
between a major research university and a city. This partnership is a
symbol of Lionel’s vision. It is this vision and determination that
makes the stuff of heroes. He has become more heroic throughout our long
friendship. His heroism emerged from the fate of the community.

As Oakland grew in the postwar era, Lionel Wilson served it as a
young student leader and later attorney. As the community became
engulfed in social strife, he was there to calm the antagonists and win
the hearts of the most disenfranchised groups with his persistence in
their behalf. As the community matured and needed leadership, he was



there to serve as a superior court judge. When Oakland needed someone to
forge a new coalition against the ravages of poverty, he was there to
lead the effort. As the community made its transition from leadership of
the elite to leadership based in the community, he was asked to serve as
mayor. He brought world leaders to share in Oakland’s renaissance and
brought the University of California’s headquarters back to its historic
venue on Lake Merritt.

In essence, Lionel Wilson has made the community of Oakland live up
to its promise to him and, thereby, to all of its citizens. He has made
Oakland the center of his life and, in doing so, he has pushed and pulled
many lives to give more to their community than they could have ever
anticipated. He has done this by his example, his leadership, and his
attention to people. His view of the world starts with how he can serve,
not what he can get. These are the qualities of a hero. Certainly,
Lionel Wilson is Oakland’s hero, if not the hero for all of us in these
times.

Edward J. Blakely

September 1991
Berkeley, California

Edward J. Blakely is professor of City and Regional Planning at the
University of California. He is the executive director of the
University-0Oakland Metropolitan Forum, a partnership between the
University of California at Berkeley, Mills College, Holy Names College,
Hayward State University, and the Peralta Community Colleges. He
received his master’s degree in history at Berkeley in 1963 and his
doctorate from UCLA. He received the San Francisco Foundation Award in
1990 for his services to the Bay Area. He has been a friend and advisor
to Lionel Wilson since 1962.



vi

INTERVIEW HISTORY

Lionel Wilson is one of those whom The Bancroft Library most wished
to interview for its project on the accomplishments of early
African-American alumni of the university, A 1939 graduate of the
Berkeley campus and 1949 graduate of Hastings College of Law, Lionel
Wilson went on to become, in 1960, one of the first persons of his race
to be appointed to the bench in California and, in 1977, the first
minority mayor of Oakland, a city of 385,000.

Five interviews were recorded between January 1985 and August 1990.
The first was conducted in the formal, dark-panelled mayor's office in
the neoclassical 1920s Oakland City Hall, and the later ones in
streamlined contemporary quarters across the street where city
administrative offices were moved when City Hall was declared unsafe--
symbolic of the condition of much municipal infrastructure of the period.
The sessions were sandwiched in among the mayor’s numerous managerial and
political responsibilities, with a hiatus in 1986-1987 while Wilson
recovered from a spell of heart trouble.

Although brief, Mayor Wilson’s comments provide insight on a
dramatic period in the history of Oakland and illuminate the problems and
promise of the complex urban issues of the 1960s-1980s. Wilson's
narrative recalls his experience at the heart of self-help efforts that
created a sizable and viable black political structure in the East Bay,
resulting in a shift of the city’s leadership from primarily downtown
business executives to community-based multicultural spokespersons.
Interestingly, he mentions several traditional corporate figures as
taking the lead in broadening representation in city decisionmaking.

The success of the movement is reflected in his comments on being a
pioneer on the Alameda County courts, appointment to increasingly
important civic committees, and leadership of a vigorous and
controversial local antipoverty program. A possible clue to Wilson's
style can be found in recurring references throughout the interview to
his love of sports. As Professor Edward Blakely notes in his
introduction to the oral history, the mayor has been active in
competitive sports since schooldays. In 1991, Wilson is reported to
continue to challenge all comers on the tennis court. Wilson is of
medium build and speaks softly but, as he speaks of his long defense of
Oakland as home base for the Raiders football team, one senses that he is
a tough competitor who does not give up easily.
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Thanks are due to Oakland Tribune librarian Yae Shinomiya for her
friendly efficiency in providing access to the paper’s clip files on
Mayor Wilson, which were invaluable in preparing for the interviews. The
interview tapes were transcribed and lightly edited in the Regional Oral
History Office and sent to Judge Wilson for review in April 1991, after
his retirement as mayor. He read it over carefully and corrected names

and dates as required.

Gabrielle Morris
Interviewer-Editor
Regional Oral History Office

March 1992
Regional Oral History Office
University of California, Berkeley
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHY--Lionel Wilson

1915

1918

1932

1939

1940-1942

1943-1946

1946-1949

1950

1953

1955

1959

1960

1964

1965

1967

1977

Born in New Orleans, Louisiana, to Jules and Louise Wilson
Wilson family moved to Oakland

Graduated from McClymonds High School with honors, worked as a
newspaper boy

B.A., economics, University of California, Berkeley; student
employment as a porter, dishwasher, and sugar factory laborer;
played semi-professional baseball and basketball

Maintenance worker at Alameda Naval Air Station; recreation
staff, North Oakland YMCA

First sergeant, U.S. Army in Europe
University of California, Hastings College of Law

Began law practice with George Vaughns in Oakland; president,
Berkeley NAACP; board member, South Berkeley YMCA

Ran for Berkeley City Council with Ura Harvey, candidate for
Berkeley school board

Ran for Berkeley City Council, with Vivian O. Marsh, planning
commissioner and past president State Association of Colored
Women

Metoyer, Wilson, and Wilmont Sweeney form new law firm; elected
president revived East Bay Democratic Club; secretary,
Berkeley-Albany Bar Association

Appointed to Oakland Municipal Court by Governor Edmund G.
Brown, Sr.; named vice chairman of [Oakland] Public Advisory
Committee on Education

Appointed to Alameda County Superior Court by Governor Brown;
named to Oakland Museum board; opposed citywide school boycott

Elected chairman of Oakland Economic Development Council, which
administered local anti-poverty program funded by federal
government; held first public forums of neighborhood advisory
councils

Recommended for new federal judgeship is San Jose; reorganized
OECD independent of city government after repeated controversies
with mayor, regional, and federal Office of Economic
Opportunity, and others

Elected mayor of Oakland; retired January 4, 1991
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I YOUTH AND EDUCATION

[Interview 1: 22 January 1985]##'

Boyhood in Oakland

What I’'d like to do is start at the beginning. I'll ask you a
little bit about growing up in Oakland, how your family came to
move here, and what it was like to be a youngster in the black
community in the twenties.

It was a lot different community then. The black community was so
much smaller. I was just under four when we moved to Oakland, and
I don’'t think there were ten thousand blacks in the East Bay at
that time. It was a pretty small community.

Would that be San Francisco too?

I would think so, yes. I said East Bay, but probably in the whole
Bay Area there weren’t many more than that at that time.

How did you come to leave New Orleans?

My mother [Louise Wilson] had a brother named Ponce Barrios living
in Oakland, who had come out to work in the shipyards in World War
I. So then he talked to my mother and father [Jules Wilson] and
convinced them that this was a better place to raise their
children, that they would have better opportunities here. Then he
sent for them to come out. At that time there were three of us;
two younger brothers besides myself, who were born in New Orleans
also.

They must have been tiny if you weren't quite four.
I wasn’t quite four, that's right.
So you don’t remember New Orleans at all, or did you go back?

I remembered very little about New Orleans, yes. My mother used
to say I used to go to the stores at that age, but I remembered

“This symbol (##) indicates that a tape or a segment of a tape has
begun or ended. For a guide to the tapes see page 71.
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very little about New Orleans until I went back. I didn't return
to New Orleans other than during World War II, sitting on the
outskirts of the city on a troop train for a couple of hours, and
not even able to get off of it.

Until, I guess it was around 1973, I was invited to address
the National Association of Court Administrators, which was
meeting in New Orleans. That was my first trip back. Since then
I've made many trips back there. When the present mayor of New
Orleans was running for election, he was calling, calling,
calling, asking me to come back to do a little campaigning for
him.

I just didn't see where I could be of much help to him, and
then Judge [Allen E.] Broussard got into the act, and he began to
call me. He was from Louisiana, not from New Orleans, but near
there somewhere down there, and was a former law partner of mine.

Then I thought about it, and Dutch Morial is a very talented,
very bright man, and I said, "If Dutch thinks I could help, maybe
I can." So I went down for about three days. 1 guess it worked
out pretty well for him, because he had arranged a press
conference for me when 1 arrived; within an hour after 1 arrived a
press conference, and each of the major newspapers turned out, and
they had front page stories.

Either that night or the next night he put on a gala around
me, and it was kind of, you know, "the return of the prodigal"
sort of thing. [laughs] In any event, then of course he was
elected, and I went back for his swearing-in. Since then, I've
been back a number of times.

Did your uncle find a place for you to live and stay in close
contact with you?

Yes, he did. Matter of fact, I guess we moved in with him for--he
didn't have any children, he and his wife. I think we moved into
the same house. As I remember, it was one of these big old
two-story Victorians. It was on the corner of 28th and Myrtle
Street, where McClymonds High School is now.

We moved in there. We lived there not too long, and then
moved over to a house on 30th, between Chestnut and Linden, where
we rented for a couple of years. My father bought a little house
around the corner from us on Chestnut between 32nd and 30th, which
was just around the corner.

My father was from the old school in the South. He started
out as a carpenter's apprentice, and then later shifted into
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plastering, and he was a plasterer then. But he could do
carpentering, and a little of this, and a little of that in the
way of building, so he bought this house, and then just did it all
over himself.

That'’'s marvelous to have those kinds of skills.
Yes, yes.

So you stayed close with your uncle, and were there other family
members?

It was just my uncle and his wife. Ponce Barrios and his wife
were the only other family members here, and then the other five
children were born in that house, I guess.

I see. So he was your mother’s younger brother.
My mother’s brother. She had one brother.

And, as the elder son, were you the one that helped the younger
brothers get along in school?

I guess we were pretty much on our own, each one of us. Even from
a little bit of a fellow, I was always wrapped up in sports, so
when I wasn’t in school I was on some kind of a playground or in
some kind of a recreational facility. I guess when I was ten I
had a paper route, but I whipped through that paper route to get
back to the playground; or to the recreation center.

Did they have playground directors, and people like that?

They had playground directors, yes. I went to Clawson School,
which is on Poplar and 32nd--it’s closed now; at that time it went
from the kindergarten through the ninth grade. McClymonds High
School is now where it was, which was just about two and a half
blocks from where we lived.

During the summer, McClymonds opened the grounds as a
playground. The coach, who later became the principal, Doc
Hess--he just died about a month ago--he worked on the playground
during the summer as a recreation director. He lived a couple of
blocks from the school, too.

Was he a good coach?
Oh, he was a great leader, he was a tremendous leader of children

and young people. Little bit of a man, about five feet four at
the most, but he was a strong character, and dynamic, and strong
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disciplinarian, but worked well with young people. He was a
fearless little fellow.

Was there a mixture of children on the playground, blacks and
whites? Any Asians at that time?

Very few blacks. A mixture of Portuguese and Italians and Irish.
Very, very few blacks. At that time--well, even by the time I
reached high school, oh, maybe, 10, 15 percent of the school by
then was made of black students. No more than that.

Were they mostly people like yourself who had grown up here as
little kids?

Yes.
So, did it mean that the teams were integrated, or was there any--

The teams were integrated, yes. The athletic teams were
integrated.

I came across a reference by D.G. Gibson to you as a newspaper
boy. Did you know him that long ago?

Oh, yes, yes. My first contact with D.G. Gibson was when, at the
age of about twelve, I began to work in my uncle’'s barber shop
after school, and on Saturdays, all day Saturday. He had a barber
shop on 8th Street, between Broadway and Washington Street.

This is Ponce Barrios still?

Ponce Barrios, yes, same one. He had a large barber shop, and I
went to work in the barber shop shining shoes and keeping it
clean. I did that through high school; junior high school and
high school.

Was this where Mr. Gibson would come for--

He was a customer. Then, also, D.G. Gibson was a distributor of
cosmetics, and also a distributor of black newspapers from the
East, in particular the Pittsburgh Courier, as I remember, and the
Chicago Defender. My uncle would buy the papers from him and then
give them to me, and let me take them out and sell them. So I
developed a little following of a number of people--

On Sunday morning, I would take the papers around to Oakland,
and out to Berkeley. I remember walking out there to take these

papers.

That'’s quite a large territory to cover.
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Yes. [chuckles]

Did you read the papers? Or were you more interested in making
the money?

I was more interested in making the money out of the papers. I
wasn't too interested in the papers at that time. I did read them
casually.

Was Mr. Gibson already involved in political activities?

Yes, he was already active. I believe he had come to California
on the railroads. I think he had worked on the railroads when he
initially came to California.

College Years

Was he one of the people that encouraged you to go to college?
Was your family pushing you, your teachers?

It was mainly, I guess, my uncle. My uncle was a strong believer
in education. My father was like many of the Creoles out of
Louisiana who felt that high school education was enough, and it
was time to go to work. But my uncle believed strongly in it, and
my mother did. They were the strong motivators that encouraged us
to prepare to go to college and to go on to college.

Did you think about any place but the university at Berkeley?

Oh, it was made clear to us that either we made the grades to get
into UC Berkeley, or we weren’'t going to college. [laughs]

How did you feel about that? Were your friends, and the people
you played basketball and baseball with--

Most of them were not--no, they didn’t have people motivating
them, and I don’t remember anyone in my class going directly into
Cal but me. Some of them went to San Francisco State, and the
state colleges, but I don’'t remember another one of my class that
went directly into Cal.

Most of them didn’t have that kind of drive and motivation,
except there was a small group of friends, and we formed a little
social club. Some of them, their parents were pushing them, but
it was just a handful.
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Was this a church-connected social group?

No, it wasn’t, it was just that our families had become friends in
one way or another--some of them, in any event. We'’d gotten to
know each other through different social contacts.

Were these primarily other people who’d come from Louisiana,
Creole background?

No, they weren’'t. There were one or two who were, but not
primarily.

Have you stayed in touch with them? Are some of these the people
you went to school with?

Some of them. Not many. Most of us were from poorer families.
There was one whose father was a retired major from the army, and
who’d done well; he’d served a number of years, he had organized
the Phillipine Constabulary Band in World War I at the insistence
of the president; Quezon, then I believe, was the president in the
Phillipines, and Major Loving had organized the Phillipine
Constabulary Band, and had built an estate over there, and had
property over there, and a home, and whatnot.

He had one child, a son, who was a little younger than me,
but he was part of our group, who ultimately went into the service
himself and became a colonel, retired, and lives in Davis. I see
him once in a while.

They were not from New Orleans, or Louisiana, but then there
was another one, the Smith family, and my parents had known the
Smiths in New Orleans. They were from New Orleans. There were
three sons, the oldest one and I were about the same age, a couple
of months apart.

He ultimately became a pharmacist, worked in Rumford’'s
Pharmacy for a number of years in Berkeley.

Discrjmination: Passing for White

I think of Louisiana as being the deep South, and that being where
life was most difficult for blacks. Was it different in
Louisiana, or was discrimination one of the reasons your family--

It was the deep South, and yes, it was. Yes, it was, and, of
course, the schools were all segregated in Louisiana. However, in
some fields, in the building trades, for instance, it wasn't
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unionized, so--I don’t know, you went through stages. You were
"colored" when I was a kid coming up, and then you became
"Negroes," and then "blacks" down the line.

But while there was far more discrimination and far more
segregation in the South than here, there was an awful lot of it
here. And even as late as the early forties, there was an awful
lot of discrimination here. I remember when I got out of law
school--I didn’t go into law school until after I came out of the
service in World War II. I graduated from Cal before I went into
the service.

I guess I'd only been practicing law about two years, the
early fifties, I remember being in this [mayor’s] office with
Byron Rumford, and there was someone else with us, arguing with
the mayor, the city manager, and the fire chief, over the
segregated fire department. There was one firehouse right across
the street from this Clawson School, where I went to school. It
was the only firehouse where Negroes could serve, which meant that
whatever the number of firemen that it took to serve that omne
house, that was the maximum number of Negroes who could work in
the Oakland Fire Department.

And that was primarily in a neighborhood which by then was mostly
Negro families?

Well, there were a number, yes. And you couldn’t swim in any of
the swimming pools, public or private, so we swam in the estuary.
There were many places that wouldn’t serve you here.

Really.

That’'s right. '40, ‘41, '42, there was one Negro teacher in the
whole of the East Bay.

And it took a long time.

Ida Jackson, she’s alive now, as far as I know.

Yes, I've talked to her for this project.2

One teacher. There was one Negro teacher in the whole of the West
Bay, Josephine Foreman, who taught in the parochial schools in San

Francisco. There were no Negro teachers in the public schools of
San Francisco.

2See Ida L. Jackson, Qvercoming Barriers in Education, recorded in
1984, Regional Oral History Office, University of California, Berkeley.
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Now, when I say there was one here, and there was one there,
there may have been people who were passing for white, because as
a result of the discrimination, you found many people who were
fair-complected and passed for white to get jobs of one kind or
another.

They continued the rest of their lives as white, or did some
people move back and forth as the circumstances--

Some of them moved back and forth, and some if them didn’t. Some
of them just lived out their lives as white. And, of course,
there were some tragedies. I know a family who were originally
out of Louisiana; they were already here when we arrived in
Oakland, had been here a couple, two or three years.

One of them, the daughter--there were three children; the
daughter was the youngest, and two sons. She’s married to a man
now, he’s way up in age and he’s crippled, and he’s been crippled
for some time. But he had lived as white, and had two children,
and then somehow or other, his children were ten and twelve,
something like that, and his wife found out, and then immediately
broke and dissolved the marriage.

That’'s a pity. That really is.

You’'re right. In terms of employment, opportunities were few and
far between, except in some phases of the building trades;
plastering was one of them. A few carpenters. Many of the other
building trades, such as electrical and plumbing, had little or no
opportunities for Negroes.

But in terms of working, I remember in the WPA days, I
graduated, and I was working on EEP, Emergency Education Program,
which was a professional project. I was at the North Oakland
YMCA, which catered to Negroes primarily, and it was in a house,
just in a big two-story house. They used to have classes
preparing people to take civil-service exams.

The post office exam I took myself, and the first time I
think I was fifty-two on the list or something like that. The way
I found that they had passed me up was when I ran into someone
who was lower on the list--120, 150, or two hundred--who had been
working for about six months. And that was the way I learned that
they had passed me up on the list.

Then one of my brothers--he’s now a dentist--he had taken it,
and he was 120 on the list. At that time the federal government
didn't ask for race, but they asked for a picture. I was the
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darkest in the family. Well, when they looked at my brother, they
thought he was white, so they offered him the job when they got
down to him.

Then I took it again, and this time I was fifth out of
thirty-five hundred, I just had a couple of people ahead of me who
had veterans' preference. I was called in for an interview, if
you want to call it that, this time. But it didn’t really amount
to anything other than to be told by the assistant superintendent
of mails that, "The fact that you’re called doesn’t mean that you
are going to get the job," as I well knew. And I didn't.

The probation department here, which, at that time, had no
Negroes in it--I took that exam, and in that exam you were not
called for an oral unless you passed the written. So when I was
called in for the oral it meant that I'd passed the written, and
about the only question they asked me was, "You’'re Lionel Wilson,
you graduated from the University of California, Berkeley?" "Yes,
that’'s right." "Why'd you take the exam?"” I told them. They
said, "Fine. You'll hear from us in a couple of weeks." Well, I
did, that I'd failed to pass the examination.

Oh, dear.

So. [laughs]

University of California, Berkeley, 1932-1939, Sports and Studies

How about Cal itself? When did you enter as a freshman, about
1933, '347

Yes, 1932. At Cal itself, there was a great deal of
discrimination also, and then some of the professional schools you
simply couldn’t get into unless, as in the case of Marvin Poston,
who became an optometrist, who was able to get in through someone
who his family, his mother or someone, got to know, who had some
influence.

I think it was persistence, too.
Yes.
Because when I talked with him, his recollection is that there was

a faculty member who was determined that there not be a black
graduate of the ophthalmology department.
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--he [Nibs Price] was one of the prime reasons Negroes couldn’t
play basketball in the Pacific Coast Conference. I think it was
broken open in the Northern Division first, and then in the
Southern, even though--and here again, I remember a fellow came up
to Cal--I don’'t remember if I had graduated or was a senior when
he came to Cal from Los Angeles--who did play for Nibs Price,
played basketball, but Nibs didn’t know he was black.

He was blond, blue-eyed. I knew him from Los Angeles,
because I had dated his older sister in Los Angeles. They lived
in Los Angeles. I think, finally, before Nibs retired, I think
there was a known black he permitted to play, but that was under
the influence of the football coach at the time, who was very fond
of this fellow, and he played on the football team. And they
prevailed upon Nibs Price to let him play on the basketball team.
That was Tom Tryon, who was in the Oakland school department. He
was already on the football team.

Wasn’'t Walter Gordon already a coach?
Football.
He played football?

He may have done some coaching, but not basketball. He played
football. There had been a few who played football. Walter
Gordon had played football, and I remember someone named Francis,
Smoke Francis, who had played football. There was one here and
there.

But a big, husky, young black student who wanted to play football
couldn’t just go out and sign up?

Oh, no. Well, if you played football, some of them could play on
the football teams. Because I remember a very close friend of
mine who was a couple of years behind me, two or three years
behind me, but who was a great athlete, truly a great athlete.

If he’d come along later, he’d have been a star major league
baseball player. He could play anything, and was outstanding.
Clint Evans was the baseball coach, and Clint wanted him on the
baseball team, and they wanted him on the football team. But they
had told him that if he came to Cal, he couldn’t play basketball,
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and there wasn’t anyone on the basketball team who could carry his
shoes, in terms of being as good--

Athletic ability.

Athletic ability as a basketball player. But he had been told
that he couldn’t play because Nibs Price wouldn’t allow him to
play on the basketball team.

Were there enough black students around to question that and to
take- -

No. There weren'’t more than a handful. There were several women
when I enrolled at Cal, several women, and maybe a handful of men.

Did you get a recommendation from one of the counselors in the
high school, or did you just fill out the application and send it
in, for enrolling at Cal?

I just filled in the application and sent it in.
And how come you decided on economics?

I started out--as a matter of fact, when I was in my last year in
high school, my family suddenly wondered what I was going to do
next. I'd just change the subject. So they cornered me one day
and said, "What are you going to do after graduation?” 1 said,
"I'm going to study law. I'm going to be a lawyer."

By then the Depression had set in, and they looked around and
said, "If all you’re going to be is another starving lawyer, boy,
you had better go to work." Well, that was a fiction, because
there weren’t any jobs, anyway.

Lawyers or anything else, yes.

So I said, "Wait a minute, I'm going to college." They said,
well, what am I going to study? They decided I was going to be a
dentist, so I entered in pre-dental, and I never would have made a
dentist. I never liked to work with my hands unless it was a
baseball bat, [Morris laughs] or a tennis racquet, or a football,
or a basketball. But I never liked working with my hands. First,
I never liked the sciences, the life sciences.
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It took about a year and a half before I realized that my
family didn’t know what I was doing there, and so I changed my
major, but I didn’t have the nerve to change it to pre-law, Those
were the days when you obeyed your parents more, so I thought
about math, which I did well in, and languages, and I decided I'd
go into languages.

So I switched over to a major in Spanish, and a minor in
French until--

Good for you.

After the first semester of my junior year, and then all of a
sudden I asked myself, "What am I going to do with this? You
can’'t teach.”

Did you have any thought of maybe going into business in South
America, or Central America?

No, I didn't, I thought about it, and I thought about interpreting
or something like that. Then I realized it wasn't realistic, so
at that point I switched over to economics, with a minor in
political science, and that's how I graduated.

In view of your later life, it sounds like you ended up in the
right place.

Yes.

Were there some faculty members that you particularly liked or
that were particularly helpful?

By the time I graduated, yes. There was one particular, Doctor
Gulick, Charles Gulick. Then I also took a graduate course in
agricultural labor from Paul Taylor.

Was he already studying problems of migrant labor?

Yes, he was. Yes, he was.

Did that make a real impression on you?

I don't recall particularly that it did. But I do remember taking
a graduate course in personnel administration with Dr. Gulick, and
he was an up-front person. And he called me aside, he told me, he
said, "Look, I can place everybody in this seminar, but I won’t be

able to place you." Because, you know.

Oh dear, yes.
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I appreciated his forthrightness, and 1 was satisfied it wasn't
something he wanted. I think he was very fair with me, I felt.

Were you at that point enrolled as a graduate student, or were you
able to take graduate courses?

Yes, yes. I had graduated.

And then you continued to take courses.

Yes, correct.

Let’'s see, that was 1937, the war hadn't yet appeared--

No, I stayed out of school, you see. What happened is, when I
thought I was going to be graduating, and about a month before
graduating, I was notified that I was short three units in my
major. Because I'd made the change, you see, and I was late.

So I was told that I could file a special petition to
graduate, and I did, and then about a week before graduation I
received a negative response, that I couldn’t graduate without
those three units. So I was pretty disgusted, and I dropped out
of school, and I stayed out a year and a half.

I can see why.

And then came back. My family didn’t think I'd ever go back, but
after a year and a half, I went back, and graduated. It wound up
I only needed one semester to pick up three units, and I took some
other courses. And it was in '38, December ‘38, that I finished
up and was in the graduating class of '39, then.

Brothers and World War I1

Your younger brothers, by then, were they at the university, too?

My brother Kermit was at the university. It was when he arrived
at the university, that’'s when I got the nerve to switch.

He'’'s the one that went into dentistry?
Yes, that's right. And it was good, because he had always liked

to work with his hands, and had been good working with his hands.
So it was natural for him, as it turned out.
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And it was good for your parents, too. They got their ambition
fulfilled. ([Wilson chuckles] One of the boys went into
dentistry.

Yes.

I was wondering if having a brother who was still at Cal, maybe
helped you make up your mind to go back and finish up?

That might have been. Then I had another brother, Barry--I guess,
yes, he was at Cal by the time I graduated. Because I took a
semester of graduate work, and then I stayed out another semester,
and then I went back. Because I remember I took an upper division
course with him.

With your brother.

The younger brother, not the one in pre-dental, but a younger
brother who is the only one in the eight of them in the family who
is not alive. I was the oldest of eight children, six boys and
two girls. He was the navigator on a B-17 lost in World War II,
over Europe. But therein lies a story also, because there were no
Negro navigators in World War II, but when he decided that he
wanted to fly--at first he didn’t, because my mother didn’t want
him to.

He had become interested in flying on a Thanksgiving day; a
fellow was at our home who was my doubles partner in tennis at the
time, and was one of the first blacks into the civil aeronautics
program that they had.

At Cal?
No.
In the Civil Aeronautics Corps.

Yes, it was Civil Aeronautics Administration, or something. So he
said, "Let’s go out to the airport, and I’'ll take you up." We got
out there, and it was too windy, they were flying Piper Cubs, the

students, and we couldn’t go up. But from that day, Barry wanted

to fly.

So when he was going to be drafted--he was going to become a
dentist also. This is what he wanted, and he had graduated from
Cal by then, in pre-dental, but he didn’t have the money to go on.
This same uncle who had helped my brother Kermit into dental
school wanted to help him, that’s Ponce Barrios, but Barry was
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very independent, said, no, he wanted to save his own money. So
he went to work as a laborer at Mare Island.

Then when he was going to be drafted, he told my mother,
"Look, I'm going in the army, I'm not going to fly," and she said,
"All right." So the air corps had boards which were traveling
around the country and they would sit on different college
campuses. He found that the board was going to be meeting at
Stanford, so he applied and went up before the board.

An old air corps major, who was the chairman of the board,
called him aside, and said, "Look, son, I see from your college
papers you're a Negro." He said, "Forget that, you're an
American." He said, "If you go in as a Negro, you're going to get
inferior equipment, and inferior training, and that's a lot of
nonsense anyway."

He convinced Barry, so Barry went in. They said, "You're an
American," and let it go at that.

He just filled out a new set of papers?
That’s right. {[Morris laughs] Barry looked very much like my
father, who was very fair, and had kind of grayish blue eyes, and
that’s how he wound up a navigator.
Oh, my goodness. There was a black air corps unit, though.
Oh, yes. This same fellow, my doubles partner, he was one of the
original 99th Fighter Squadron. They were the first blacks
admitted in the air corps. It was a segregated unit, of course,
all of our forces were segregated, you see.

Ed Toppins and--

Is that your tennis partner?

My doubles partner, Edward Toppins. So he became an original
member of the 99th Fighter Squadron.

He’'d already had flying experience with the CAA.
He’d had some, yes, with the Civil Aeronautic Authority.

Boy, those were really remarkable days. You people were finding
all kinds of ways of doing things you wanted to do.

Yes, yes, yes, that's right. The brother who was a dentist went
through the service, he went into the service, he just signed up.



Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

16

No one said anything to him, and when he graduated from Cal dental
school he was given thirty days to enlist or be drafted. Well,
obviously, he enlisted, because he was commissioned.

He would go in as an officer, with his dental training.

That's right. They sent him into training down near Bakersfield.
Negro units kept going through, and he thought he was going to be
assigned to one at any time, and he never was. The next thing he
knew, he was shipped to England to a dental clinic for a heavy
bomb group a couple of hours out of London. He finally realized
that they had enrolled him as white. So he went through the war
as white.

That’'s a hard decision, then, when it comes to going back to
civilian life. What do you do?

That’s right. They drafted me, I went kicking and screaming.
[laughter] I was at Monterey, and I had been there a couple of
days, and I had a question on my mind about insurance. I went to
the headquarters to ask about it. This corporal brought my
service record out, and it was a little booklet about that size,
and white.

When he brought it out and put it on the desk, and I looked
at it, on the cover there was a circle about three quarters of an
inch in diameter, stamped in blue, with a "w" inside of it. I
waited until he had answered the question I wanted. I suspected
what it was, so then I asked him. "By the way," I said, "I saw
the stamp on my service record with a ‘w’ inside it. What does
that mean?" He said, "That’s nothing, you don’t have to worry
about that, that just means you’re white.”

I laughed, I said, "Somebody's made a mistake. I'm not
white, I'm Negro." The poor guy was embarrassed. He scratched it
out, reached under the table counter, and came up with another
stamp, which had a "¢" in the middle of it, for colored.

So those service records didn’t carry photographs.

No, no. I'm going to have to put this over to another time.

I understand, thank you for taking this much time.
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- tion Campaign of 1985

[Interview 2: May 6, 1985)#4#

--and actually worked part time, and campaigned. I just haven't
had time to campaign, very little. I've made appearances but I
mean, to actually spend time and go out into the community other
than formal appearances, I just haven't been able to do it,
because there are so many things that keep coming up.

Also, unfortunately, so many of them I have to handle myself.

Yes, that’s hard. Are there more kinds of things coming up now
than usual because it's an election year?

I don’'t think so. I don’t think so. No, I don’t think so. And
of course, a part, too, is that we just started with the campaign
just very recently, recent weeks, and [Oakland City Councilman]
Wilson Riles [Jr.] has been campaigning for sixteen months. I
have this first letter he sent out sixteen months ago; he has
nothing to do but campaign because he works part time; he has a
job with [Alameda County Supervisor] John George.

John has no program, because he’s never been able to get any
support at the board level, up until very recently. Now, with the
changing make-up of the board of supervisors, he may be able to
get a little more, but before that, John had nothing. So, Riles
had nothing but time to--

Do the community contact thing.

That's right. There was a flap about it, but somehow or another,
John managed to get some money out to him to buy a computer. And
they just crank this stuff out, and he’s been out there for at
least sixteen months.

And, as I just told one of my sons, who had called, he was
laughing and kidding me about the campaign, and I said, "You know,
if I weren’'t going to put on a good campaign, I wouldn’t have
gotten into it. You know, I would have just not run. But once I
decided, and it wasn’t an easy decision, but once I decided to
run, then I'm going to put on a good campaign."

You’ve certainly had a lot of experience in Alameda County
politics, to know what it takes to put on a good campaign.

Yes, yes.
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IT BECOMING A LAWYER

That’s where I thought we might pick up with this interview for
The Bancroft Library. We got you into the army, and then I
wondered at what point you decided to go to law school, and if
that decision was related to an interest in political matters?

Actually, I'd always wanted to be a lawyer, but when I started at
Cal, I was just turning seventeen. Those were the days when young
people more or less did what their parents wanted them, in terms
of direction. When my parents--actually it was my mother most,
and my uncle Ponce Barrrios--but anyway, they got together, and
said, "Hey, by the way, what are you going to be?" [laughs] I
said, "Well, a lawyer." "A lawyer?! Another starving lawyer?"
(The Depression had hit by then, and there weren’t a handful of
black lawyers here, and those that were here were doing nothing.)

I said, "That’s all you're thinking about, that I ought to
find a job.” That was really--the idea of finding a job, where?
There weren’t any jobs, and what few jobs there were, they weren't
for blacks, except maybe for waiting tables, running on the road.
A handful managed to get into the post office--not even a
handful--three or four who had contacts, one whose father had been
a plastering contractor, and one or two others.

But there wasn’t one black in Alameda County Probation, for
instance. I think the city had one, a mail clerk. Even the
federal government, the post office, was discriminating against
blacks.

So the answer to going to work is, "Work where?” So I said,
"No, I'm going to college."” What am I going to be? So they
decided, looked around, that there were a couple of dentists who
were scratching out a fair living, and so they said that I was
going to become a dentist.

Sure, if I had applied myself, I could have gone through
school, but I would have been a terrible dentist and I'd have been
a very unhappy dentist, and an unhappy person, because I've never
liked to work with my hands.
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There’s even a standing joke today, about how when I was a
kid I made my first canteen in the fifth grade, and it leaked, you
know? [laughs] But I started out in pre-dental, and it almost
meant that I got dumped out of school, because I had no interest,
and I didn't go to classes, and I perfected my basketball, on a
daily basis, in the gym.

Yes, I think a lot of young men feel that way.

So then after about a year and a half, two things happened. One,
I realized that my family, their education was limited, too, and
they really didn’t know what was going on out there, and what I
was doing. Two, the brother next to me was making it into
college, and he was a natural for dentistry, so I let the family
know I was making a switch.

He then became the dental student in the family. It was
perfect for him. Even in dental school, I remember when he got
into working with gold in that stage of the training, that after
doing everything he had to do, then he would sit up half the
night, just working with gold, making jewelry. He loved to work
with his hands, and he became a very fine dentist.

With me, where do you go from there? I still didn't have the
nerve to go into pre-law against the wishes of my parents.

Did you do that after your military service?

Yes, I went into law school after I came out of the service. But
what I did was I looked around, and I always did well in math, and
I did well in languages, so I switched over as a language major.

So I was a language major until I completed the first
semester of my junior year, then all of a sudden it dawned on me,
"How are you going to use this?"

There was nothing in education, there was no future in
teaching. At that point, I thought about becoming an interpreter.
When I looked into that, I found that the jobs were very limited
in that field. So I changed over and I majored in economics and
minored in political science, and graduated with that background.

I probably would have gone right into the law then, but by
that time the war had broken out, and it was too late. I knew I
was going to be drafted, I was 1-A in the draft for a long time.
I was one of the few who got deferred--I was working over at the
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Alameda Naval Air Station as a laborer, and I received two
"Greetings."3

The first time I went to the draft board, I might not have
gone, because the naval air station tried to keep me over there. I
got to know one of the chief administrators, when I was cleaning
his office in the morning, and we began to talk. I had written a
couple of seminar papers in a field that he was interested in, so
we got to know each other.

Then he had me pulled out of the public works department over
into the aircraft repair and maintenance division. 1If I hadn't
been in such a tough draft board, I would have been deferred, but
I wasn’t. But the first time, as I said, I got "Greetings," and I
took them down, sang a sad song, [chuckles] and this lady, who had
the reputation of being so tough, tore them up.

So then this lasted another year, and then she called me and
said, "Son, I've kept you out as long as I can, you've got to go
now!” I said, "Thank you, I appreclate it," and off I went in the
service. That’s why I didn’t get into law school after I had
graduated, and took some graduate work for a year.

I took one semester, and then I stayed out a semester, and
had a little job, and then I went back for a semester. So it was
after I came out of the service that I entered law school.

Hastings Law School, 1947-1950

Were there other people that you had been friends with growing up
who were in that Hastings class with you? Were you the only black
guy from Oakland?

In that Hastings class?

Yes.

None with whom I'd grown up. There were thirteen blacks in that
class, that started out in that class. There was one, whose name

was Wilson, also, whose family was also from Louisiana, and people
frequently got our families mixed up. Especially when one of his

3The government form letter for induction into military service during
World War II began, "Greetings, you have been selected. . . ."
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brothers was a dentist, and another brother was a doctor, and then
my brother had become a dentist by then.

He was in that class, but he was still working in the post
office. He tried to get a leave, and they turned him down,
although he'd been in the post office for some time. He wasn't
able to get a leave, and he just dropped out of school. But he
was the only one.

There was another fellow who had moved into Oakland after the
war, and had lived around the corner from me in Oakland, and that
was Terry Francois, who later became one of the first black
supervisors in San Francisco. Not the first black, I think there
was one before him. But anyway, Terry and I became very close.

But Terry didn’t start with us, he wasn’t one of the
thirteen. Terry was a year ahead, but then, after his first year,
he went back East to get married, and the woman jilted him. He
was so upset about it, he didn’'t return, and stayed out a year.

So when I was entering the second year, he was coming back for the
second year, instead of going into the third year. But he lived
in Oakland and he was the only one that I knew quite well. The
others were more or less strangers. Most of them had just arrived
here after the war.

They were newcomers to California.
Newcomers to California. As I say, there were thirteen. Of the
thirteen, two of us graduated. Joe Kennedy, who became a superior

court judge over there, and myself. Terry graduated with us, but
he was not one of the original thirteen who started.

Studvying and Workin

Did you study together?

We studied together, yes, we did. Terry and Joe and I studied
together.

Was there anybody in particular on the faculty that you found was
helpful to you?

No.

It was sink or swim in law school?
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It was sink or swim. And my situation was a little different than
even Terry or Joe. Joe’'s wife--he was married, had no children,
and his wife worked, and Terry's wife worked. I had a non-working
wife and three children to support. So I was working three
part-time jobs.

At that time, Hastings was set up in a way that made it
possible to work, because the classes, on a daily basis, started
at eight, nine, ten, eleven. So your afternoons were all free.

So I worked three part-time jobs. I worked in the YMCA in Oakland
part-time, I worked for the city,; a recreation director part-time.
I worked as a janitor for my brother in his dental office
part-time.

So there wasn’t much time for--[laughs]

Boy, that must have really been tough. Where did you find time to
do studying?

Mostly at night, except that on the playground job, I had spent my
life on playgrounds, and working in the Y, and worked with a lot
of the younger people. So I was good with kids, I got along very
well with them, and I'd study on the playground.

I remember one day, over at Hoover Junior High, I was
outside, where I could see the whole playground area, and leaning
up against the wall with my law book. Supervisor came along,
started to give me the devil. I said, "Wait a minute," I said,
"What’s my purpose here? Isn’t my purpose to provide program
activities and keep these youngsters busy with programs?” "Yes,
that's right."

"Look around you. You see any kinds standing around with
nothing to do?” "No,” he said. I said, "Okay, then get off my
back. [laughs] Anytime you come around, you find me sitting
here, and the kids are doing nothing, and I'm just sitting here
studying, I think you have a basis to challenge me. But other
than that--." So that ended that.

Passing the Bar Exam

How about the bar exam? That'’s reported to be one of the toughest
parts of getting to be a lawyer.

Less than 50 percent pass, and most of them were taking a course
called--a great legal writer, probably the greatest legal writer
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in the history of this state: Witkin. Bernie Witkin. Nearly
everybody took Bernie Witkin’s course, but there was a black
lawyer who had quite a reputation as a teacher.

He would take the people with limited backgrounds. He had
taken them, and taken them on through right from the beginning,
and taught them law, and got them by the bar. So Terry and Joe
and I took his course, along with--

What was his name?

I was just about to tell you his name, and then when you asked me,
it slipped my mind.

Sorry.

Bussey. John Bussey. He wasn’t much of a practicing lawyer, but
he was a brilliant scholar and a fine teacher. Actually, John was
the first black judge In northern California. [Governor] Goodie
Knight appointed him to the municipal bench in San Francisco. By
that time, John was just teaching and doing appellate court.

So we took his course. He was a very fine man to get along
with. But he and I used to argue all the time, because I tried to
convince him that he ought to change his approach. He did too
much lecturing, and I felt that there was an imbalance in the
amount of time that he was spending with us in interchanges and
answering questions as compared with the lecturing he was doing.

I just argued that we ought to know the law, we're just out
of law school. We all went to full-time schools, and we ought to
know more about law now than we’ll ever know in our lives, but the
important thing is, how do we put it together in a bar exam? And
how do we answer these questions?

He took it good-naturedly, and he later substantially cut his
lecturing down and placed a greater emphasis on the discussion of
questions. But he was good. We all passed.

Great. On your first time?

We all passed the first time, yes. My biggest problem in terms of
the bar, and 1 knew it was going to be, was that I would see too
much in the questions and I didn’t space myself adequately. As
you may know now, it’s a different bar exam now because it’s part
essay, and it’s part objective, and it has been for about six,
seven years.
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But at that time, it was all essay. It was three days, with
three questions in the morning, three in the afternoon. You were
supposed to allocate fifty-two minutes per question. For three
days that means that there were six entire sessions. You know,
one in the morning, one in the afternoon.

In those six entire sessions, there was always at least one
question where I had less than half an hour to read the question,
analyze it, and write on it. John Bussey advocated a half an hour
of analysis of each question, before you started writing. He hit
hard on that. But, inevitably, on the first two questions I would
have put too much time in writing, and then I wouldn’t have much
time for the last one.

One question, I remember, I had fifteen minutes to read it,
analyze it, pick the issues out, and write on it. But my
strongest facility through law school was the ability to read or
listen to a set of facts and get to the issues quickly. That
probably was the very strongest part of what helped me; that made
it possible for me, I think, to get through law school and to pass
the bar exam.

If I didn’t have that, I don’t think I would have made it.
Because I didn’t have the time to do all the reading that the
others were doing on the outside and this sort of thing.

Establishing a Law Practice

So how did you use those skills? Did you go find a law office to
practice with once you got your degree?

When I got out of law school, there was a lawyer, the senior black
lawyer in the area, named George Vaughns, who knew me from the
YMCA. 1 came up through the northwest [Oakland] branch, which was
then called the Negro branch. He had been on the board for many
years, and I came up as a child through it and then ultimately as
a volunteer.

I started coaching and playing with its senior men's
basketball team at the age of eighteen. So he had known me, and
he offered a job in his office. 1 actually went to work before
the results of the bar came up. I went to work on the first of
November of ‘49, in his law office.
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I didn’t stay there long, though, I was there from the first
of November for maybe about fifteen months, and then I left and
opened my own office.

Did you? Business must have been pretty good.

Not really. No, not really. But I just wasn't satisfied with the
arrangement there, and what was happening. I wanted to strike out
on my own and did so. So I opened an office over in what was the
south Berkeley--it’s probably not open now--the south Berkeley
branch building of the Wells Fargo Bank on the corner of Alcatraz
and Adeline.

The manager of the bank had a twin brother, identical twin,
who was a practicing lawyer in Oakland. They didn’t want to let
me in to begin with. They didn’'t want to rent the property
upstairs to begin with, and they didn’'t want Negroes in there,
anyway, but he went to bat, and he got me in, at a reduced rate.

I stayed there about two years, and then I moved right across
the street. There was a pharmacy there--it’s gone down now, but
they still do some type of pharmaceutical work--on the southwest
corner. Right behind it, on Alcatraz; there was a doctor’s office
downstairs, Dr. Joel Lewis. I took office space upstairs.
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II1 WORKING FOR CHANGE

ast Bay Democratic Club: Career Options

My chronology says you passed the bar exam in 1950, and then in
1953, you were running--

The results came out in ‘50, yes. Actually, the results came out
in December, but the swearing-in was the first week of January, of
*50.

And then in April of ’'53, you were running for the Berkeley City
Council. That's pretty fast movement into the city political
scene.

Well, I suppose so, but I was very well-known. Number one, I had
played baseball for years at San Pablo Park, in Berkeley--even
though I had lived in Oakland, San Pablo Park was the mecca,
pretty much, for blacks in baseball. They’'’d had a league there on
Sundays for years, so I was very well known, because of baseball.

Then our basketball team, that I had been coaching since 1
was eighteen, I was still doing it then. I didn’'t retire from
competitive basketball (and it was with this same team, coaching
and playing with it, the Northwest Y's Men's Team) until I was
forty-four.

That’'s marvelous. That takes a lot of time and a lot of energy.
Yes. So you attribute your political base to your athletic
activities?

That's right. Then, of course, for three years, I'd been very
active with the NAACP, and we were fighting battles around with
the first case, nson vs. Pasadena. It was a schools case. 1I'd
already become active, with some others--Clint White, and Charley
Wilson, who went to the FEPC [Fair Employment Practices
Commission] as a general counsel.

As soon as I started practicing, I jumped right into
community activities of that type. Then, of course, there was one
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Democratic club, and I joined it even before I started
practicing--that was the East Bay Democratic Club. That was a
club that the late D. G. Gibson was a leader of. It was built
around Byron Rumford and D. G. Gibson.

Had that started as the Appomattox Club? I came across a
newspaper clipping that said the East Bay Democratic Club was
formed, and that it was a new organization. But I think it was
Byron Rumford who told us about something that he called the
Appomattox Club.

No, the East Bay Democratic Club had been formed for some years,
but it had been dormant. I suppose I played a major role in
reorganizing it, and bringing out a lot of new, young people at
the time.

Evelio Grillo played a major role in our organization.
Evelio was primarily responsible for several black Republicans who
changed their registration and became active.

As Democrats.

As Democrats. Clint White, and Don McCullum, and Charles
Furlough. Allen Broussard was not one of those, although he was a
Democrat, and there was a realtor named McKey, who actually came
out here and had a franchise selling a major vacuum cleaner, and
then left and went into real estate, and became an inheritance tax
appraiser down the line.

So we had some really top people, outstanding people, in the
organization, and it built fast, and rapidly, and with being
backed by Byron and--

H

Was he [Tom Berkley] part of the Democratic Club?

No, he wasn’t. Tom wasn't part of the club, Tom was pretty much
for going it independently; he was a Democrat, but he was going it
pretty much independently. He was one of the first to run for
Oakland City Council. As a matter of fact, Tom Berkley had sort
of a little unique role on his own.

In those days, he and Byron didn’t hit it off. It was a long
time before they finally got together. When I was in my senior
year in law school--in the junior year, Terry Francois and Joe
Kennedy both went to work for Tom in his law office as research
assistants. He offered me a job but I couldn’'t afford it; what he
was paying, I couldn’t afford to give up my three part-time jobs
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to do that work. So otherwise, my career might have been entirely
different, because I would have joined with the others in working
there with Tom Berkley. But I didn't.

As a matter of fact, when I was deciding to enter law school,
when I came out of the service and looked around, I went back to
the naval air station, from where I was drafted. At that time I
was working in the wing shop, where the repair work on wings was
done. I had been pulled into a training program. They had a
trainee program, where you could go from shop to shop until you
learn all the facets of the business and then become a journeyman
aviation metalsmith.

The man who was over that wing shop when I arrived, that was
my second shop after I was put in the training program, and I
never got out of it, because the head civilian came to me and
said, "Look.” He was named George Smith, and he was trying to
develop an assembly-line approach to the repair work.

When he found out that I had graduated in economics and 1
knew something about time and motion studies, they didn’'t want me
to leave. They promised me that I would get my journeyman rate
without ever going into any of the other shops. I would have, if
I hadn’'t been drafted.

By the time I returned, George Smith was a master mechanic,
which was the top level for civilian employees by that time at the
naval air station. He offered me a desk in his office, and I
thought about it. Then I thought about going back and getting a
teaching credential, and thought about the law, which had always
been my first love.

I was working at the Y with Josh Rose. I was his full-time
associate secretary--combination of physical director and program
director. As a matter of fact, I had come close to going into a
career, just before I went into the service, in Y work.

1 was working under the EEP, the Emergency Education Program,
that was a professional program related to the WPA, but assigned
to the Y. So actually I was working as a Y secretary right there
although I was being paid by the federal government, such as it
was.

They were opening a new branch in San Diego. Josh Rose urged
me to apply; he was the Y secretary and later the first black
councilmember here in Oakland. Josh urged me to apply, and I did.
I was offered the job in a twelve-page letter that mentioned the
salary on the twelfth page. [laughs] I looked at that, and I
said, "No, no way." Otherwise, I'd have gone out into YMCA work.
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[} s fo ocial Justice

It sounds like you had some feelings about social justice and that
it was time that something happened in the black community. Were
those some of your concerns?

Yes, yes.
By the time you got through law school?

Yes. You have to remember, I was raised in a city in California
where everything was supposed to be beautiful for--and my family
having moved here to find a better place to raise their children,
where they would have better opportunities, and yet where there
were many places that wouldn’t serve you food. The only hotels
you could stay in were if you could find one that was run by a
Japanese. Nowhere to swim except in the estuary or ocean. Little
or no opportunity in terms of future unless you were going to
become a doctor, lawyer, you know, professional.

And coming up in that kind of atmosphere, and if you'll
permit me a moment of immodesty, having been blessed by God with
better than average intellect, school came very easy for me
throughout, and I was at the top of the classes. [laughs] I was
amazed; I spoke at the Naval Supply Center at an annual luncheon
of federal managers, a couple hundred people, last week. The
person who introduced me I couldn’t imagine where he had gotten
this--began to talk about my background, "raised and educated in
the Oakland public schools and in the ninth grade won a citywide
flag contest with an essay on the flag."

My God, I hadn’t heard anything like that in so long!
Afterwards, I asked him. He had run into, somehow or other, an
old friend of mine, someone who had known me from way back. But
anyway, what I'm saying is that obviously I didn’'t even realize it
myself, the impact that all this was having on me until later
years. Actually until I became a lawyer.

Dealing with white lawyers in the courts and in the various cases
you found you were as competent as they were?

I found--when I got out to Cal, for instance, I came from a school
that was noted as--McClymonds was known as a shop school. But for
me Cal was easy, I didn’t have any problems competing with the
kids from any of the schools out there, as long as I did a little
work.
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But what I mean is that I didn’t realize the impact that
these experiences, the discriminatory practices and segregation
and so forth, had had on me until after I had, in later years,
begun to reflect on why I had such a tremendous drive to work in
the community and work with the NAACP.

NAACP lLegal Redress Committee

I was chairman of the Alameda County [branch of the NAACP]--when I
came out of school. I became chairman almost immediately of the
Legal Redress Committee, and then they broke it up as three
branches; Oakland, Alameda, and Berkeley. I became chairman of
the Legal Redress Committee for the Oakland branch.

I think in my law practice I ran a legal aid office for
people who couldn’t afford services. Then I realized--I guess it
was the impact from what 1 had experienced throughout the years.

I suppose that the culmination of it, in one sense, was my role as
chairman of the Legal Redress Committee, and walking into this
very same office with this very same desk sitting there, meeting
with the mayor and the city manager and the fire chief, to try and
convince them that they ought to eliminate the segregated fire
department.

Because there was, as you know from talking to others, there
was one house only in which blacks could work, down on Magnolia
and 34th, right across from Clawson School. Which, one, limited
the number you could have in the department, because you could
only have the number of blacks it took to complement the house.
Two, in terms of any promotions, it was limited for the same
reasons.

So we sit in here. I don’t remember who was with me, Byron
may have been there, I don’t know. We put up our arguments, and
they sit there. An interesting thing about it is that the mayor
blacks out; I never even remember who that mayor was. But the
city manager I remember, was Jack Hassler and the fire chief,
Lloyd Burke. ’

When we finished, the fire chief was the only one who
responded. He spoke up and said, "If I were in your place, I
wenid.beBrgyinglohg asmé’'nhfige yhuéfe shyimgwilAnHeitowidntdgmaked
fire department in this city.”

How could he see your point of view and still refuse to make some
changes?
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Because he felt that there was a place for blacks, and that was
it, and it was not in an integrated society.

Was the black firehouse supposed to only deal with a fire in a
black business, or a home owned by a black person?

No.

They were firefighting in the whole city?

That’'s right. This was in the fifties. A couple of years later,
the council passed an ordinance that abolished the black-only fire

house staffing.

Were the other young men that you were acquainted with feeling the
same kind of urgency, that it was time to change things?

They were. The people I've mentioned, Clint White and Don
McCullum, yes, and Evelio Grillo, yes; they were all feeling the
same thing.

Campaigns for Berkeley City Council, 1953 and 1955: More on
Oakland 1985 Campaign

Then in 1953, you ran for a seat on the Berkeley City Council.
Was the situation in the Berkeley political scene such that you
thought there was a real possibility of winning that city council
race?

Well, I don’t remember how I got into that and [laughs] who
euchred me into running that race. I suppose it was suggested
that, "This will help to develop your law practice in some way by
more exposure as a lawyer,” or something. I suppose there might
have been an element of thinking to win, because in ’55, I think
it was '55, on a budget with six hundred dollars, I only missed
election by maybe around seven hundred votes.

That’s pretty good. There was a piece in the Tribune, on the 20th
of February, 1953, which said that the South Berkeley Community
Church held a mass meeting to foster your campaign, and that the
Reverend John Mickle, who was the pastor, was the temporary chair.
Had he been somebody who was really urging you to run?
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Wilson: Yes, he was urging a black candidate--I guess we were Negroes
then. I remember first we were colored, and then we were Negroes,
and then somehow or other we became known as blacks. That's been
an evolutionary process, as you know. At that period we were, I
guess, Negroes. And he was one of those urging that there ought
to be a Negro on the council.

Of course, even today, the election results are close;
although obviously the situation has changed substantially in
terms of electability, but mainly because the moderates and the
conservatives gave up a long time ago, and the moderates haven't
any leadership. 1 guess the last was Warren Widener,® and then,
as you know, I think that it was generally recognized that Warren
never would have lost that race if he’d had any kind of a
campaign, but it was just taken for granted that he would win.

Gus Newport was new, nobody knew him, and it was "Gus Who?"®
It was kind of a joke, "Gus Who?" but Gus Who was backed by the--

Morris: Berkeley Citizens Action, which grew out of the April coalition.

Wilson: BCA, and they were well organized and pushed him in. Even that
race, as you may recall, was seven- or eight-hundred votes
difference, and Warren Widener had no campaign in south Berkeley
where his real strength was. He didn’t have any campaign.

Morris: 1Is that the danger of incumbency?

Wilson: Yes. I've just been saying now we're working hard at putting on a
campaign and putting on a strong campaign, but it’s getting more
and more difficult to convince people that I've got a problem.
Becuase I'm hearing it from too many places, "Oh, he can’t beat
you." Riles is seen as the toughest candidate, and people say,
"He can’'t beat you."

Even though I believe that myself, that’s no way to run a
campaign. And I'm not running that kind of campaign. What
bothers me most is that I could see--there’s a fellow out there
named Hector Reyna who's run for everything for--

SMayor of Berkeley, 1973-1977.

®Newport was mayor of Berkeley 1977-1985.
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Fifteen years or so.

Yes. I don’t know, he’s been out maybe eighteen of twenty times,
and he's developing more and more name recognition. He got ten
thousand votes when he ran at large against John Sutter a few
years ago. Recently, Reyna ran for two offices; he probably only
got away with it because no one challenged him legally, and he got
sixty thousand votes in the Peralta Community College district.
Granted, that’s no big, broad district, and he lost 21,000 to
60,000; but my point is that, having been in office for eight
years, you make a lot of dec1510ns

Every time you make a decision you win a friend and you lose
one; you win and you lose. So that there’s an opportunity for a
certain amount of protest votes going to somebody like Hector., I
would hate to have to get into a run-off.
Because that'’'s just enough to splinter the rest of the votes.
That’'s just enough to splinter it, and my people don’t see it, but
there is a potential--there are six other candidates besides
Hector, I think, and they won’t get much of anything but a few
hundred here and a few hundred there, and if Hector got a fair
piece of it, there might be enough for a run-off.

My concern is I just don’'t want to have to campaign for
another month. Raise more money and this sort of thing.

Do it all twice.
But it is a danger, and I'm hearing it in too many places.
All you have to do is remind your people to look at Berkeley.

That’'s right. Yes.

Mo out Berkeley Campaigns

There was a man named Ura Harvey, who ran for the school board in
'53. When you were running for the council.

I remember, the storekeeper from south Berkeley.

Had he been part of your group of young activists?
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No, no. He was a little older than us, and he was somewhat
interested in the community, but hadn’t really been politically
active. A very nice man.

There had been a couple of things that related probably more to
the school campaign than to yours, but I had forgotten about them
in this period of time. There was another candidate, named David
Smith. Part of the opposition to him was that he was accused of
having allowed Paul Robeson to sing in one of the Berkeley public
schools. Had that been something that was going on, then, in the
fifties, that there was a problem with a black person as
distinguished as Paul Robeson?

Yes, I think there was. I'm trying to recall. There had been
somewhat of a problem around, that's true.

Did that have any echoes in your campaign?
I don't think so.

Did the same people, by and large, work on your 1955 campaign,
that had worked on the ’'53 campaign?

Pretty much. I guess the base broadened by ’'55.

Opening a Joint Practice with Carl Metover and Wilmont Sweeney

Then, the next thing that turned up in the Iribune press clippings
was your opening a joint practice with Carl Metoyer and Wilmont
Sweeney.

That's right.
Did you get to know them in the NAACP activities?

Bill Sweeney and I met because Bill had been working for an older
black lawyer I knew. Carl Metoyer was younger than I, but I'd
known his family, and we're both Catholics, and we’'re both out of
Louisiana, and he lived in the same general area, down in the
Clawson School, the Watts tract area that I lived in. So I knew
Carl Metoyer. He was a few years behind me in law school,
brilliant student. A good lawyer, a very good lawyer. I had been
a year meeting with George Vaughns, the man I started with,
Clinton White--he was Justice White--Bill Dixon; William C. Dixon,
Billy Dixon, talking about the formation of a partnership.
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We had spent a year. We got close enough that we had several
target dates for opening. I backed off each time, and finally I
just permanently said, "I‘ve changed my mind." I wanted to
practice with Clint, who I recognized as a brilliant trial lawyer.
During my years on the bench, I've never seen a jury lawyer any
better than him, he’s that good. And George Vaughns was a good
friend; an older man, but a good friend at the time. But I
finally backed off, and then I began to look around, and someone
said that Carl wanted to put something together, so then I talked
to Carl.

It was Carl who said he had some preliminary conversations
with Bill Sweeney, and how would I feel about bringing Bill in?
"Fine, I like Bill, I know Bill, and he's bright, and he's
talented, and I think he’s going to be a fine lawyer." So then
the three of us met and found a piece of property that was up for
auction by the city, and bought the property at auction, and put
up a building.

Your law practice must have been doing pretty well by then.

Yes. Yes, we were doing pretty well. Sweeney was the youngest in
the practice. We built the building for four lawyers, although
the way we built it, we could have added on, if we wanted, on top.
We had some conversations with Don McCullum. He wasn't too ready
to leave the D.A.’s office; he hadn’t been out here too long,
about four years.

So then we invited Allen Broussard to join us as an
associate, with the promise that in the near future we would make
him a partner. So we started out, it was Wilson, Metoyer, and
Sweeney, and Broussard was an associate in the office. When I
left in '60 to go on the bench, Broussard was made a partner, and
it became Metoyer, Sweeney, and Broussard.

When I left for the superior court about three and a half
years later, a few months after I left the muni court, we got
Allen appointed into my spot on the municipal court.
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IV JUDICIAL AND MAYORAL CONCERNS

Appointment Considerations

I remember, yes. Was part of the work of the NAACP at this point,
and the East Bay Democratic Club, to stay in touch with the
statewide Democratic and Republican people to get some support?

Yes, we did. Although, the way my appointment came about was a
little different in that [Governor Edmund G., Sr.] Pat Brown had
just been elected. He offered to appoint me to what was then the
Adult Authority, and I said, "Thanks, but no thanks."

That’s a full-time job.

Yes. Then he leaked to the press the information that he was
going to appoint a black to what is a state-level cabinet-type
position, legal affairs officer. There’d never been a black
appointed at that level, serving at that level, in any state
administration in California. The person he had selected was
Loren Miller; the late Loren Miller, a great constitutional
lawyer. He leaked the information because Loren, as a student in
college, had made a trip to Russia. And so the Los Angeles papers
redbaited him so badly that Pat backed off appointing Loren.

But then he already made the commitment he was going to
appoint a black, so he looked around. So he offered the job to
Cecil Poole, with whom he had worked. Cecil had worked under him
as a deputy district attorney when Pat was district attorney of
San Francisco County. So he knew Cecil and Cecil’s high level of
competence and ability, and he offered Cecil the job. Cecil said,
"Yes, if you will promise me a superior court judgeship."

Pat reacted negatively to that, and didn't like that kind of
approach.

Was Cecil saying that he wanted a superior judgeship for himself?
To follow. For himself, for himself. He wanted a commitment that

when he left the job, that he would be appointed to the superior
court. No black had ever been appointed directly, I don't think.
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There may have been one in southern California that had been
appointed directly, but certainly not up here.

Now, Pat’s panicking, [laughs] he’s got to find a black to
appoint to the job as legal affairs officer.

it

It's also the executive clemency secretary. And I said, "Thanks,
but no thanks. We're in the early years of a new law practice,
I'm happy there." Then, as only Pat Brown--you have to know him,
he threw up his hands, and then he turned to [Assemblyman] Byron
Rumford, who was the only other person in the room. He says,
"Byron, what does Lionel want? Sh--." Byron just shrugged. I
said, "Pat, I didn't support you because I wanted any kind of an
appointment. I supported you because I wanted FEPC [Fair
Employment and Practices Commission], and I wanted fair housing,
and I believe that you as a governor can deliver them. And that's
why I supported you."

I said, "I don’‘t want the job, I wasn't looking for the job."
That was like water off a duck’s back. He never even answered
that, responded to that. He just changed the subject, he said,
"There ought to be a Negro judge in Alameda County, there should
have been one a long time ago. How about it, would you take it?"
He said, "But it’s going to be in the Oakland Municipal Court."

He knew that I, although raised here, at that time I was
living in Berkeley. I lived in Berkeley for about seven or eight
years right after coming out of the service. He said, "But you'll
have to move back to Oakland, because it's going to be Oakland
Municipal Court. How about it?"

Were you ready for that kind of a question?

No, no. I said, "I certainly agree with you that there should
have been a Negro judge a long time ago, and I think there should
be. But I hadn’t thought of myself in that respect." 1 said,
"There's George Vaughns, who's been around many years, there'’s
Clint White" and I mentioned a few others, two or three.

He ignored that and said, "You let me know when you'’ve made a
decision." Once a month for eleven months he had a lawyer who was
close to him, and later became a superior court judge, call



Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

38

me--who was active politically. "Have you moved into Oakland?"
That was the question, "Have you moved into Oakland?”

Oh, that was the clue. If you moved, you were ready to take the
job.

That was the clue. If I’'d moved into Oakland, then I had decided
to take it, if I didn’t--So then the last time, it was more
forceful. The last time, after eleven successive months, the
message came, "Fish or cut bait, make up your mind." "Tell Lionel
he’s got to make up his mind."

This was somebody that was not in the governor’s office as an
appointments officer.

That's right. This was someone who was very active in Democratic
politics, was a major fund raiser, and close to him. 1 had
decided I would not take it. I discussed it with my wife
[Dorothy], and told her that I'd made up my mind I wasn’'t going to
take it. Then, before I could convey that information to the
governor--I went down to the court one morning on some simple
little matter, probably an uncontested divorce.

The case was assigned to the late Justice James Agee. A fine
judge, and a fine man, and I'd had a good relationship with him.
When my matter was over, he said, "Lionel, do you have a few
minutes, I'd like to talk to you.” I said, "Yes, I do." So we
went into the chambers, and for about thirty or forty minutes, he
just talked to me about all of the reasons why I should accept
this appointment.

It was common knowledge that it was simply up to me to say I
wanted it and 1'd take it, and that I would be appointed. He
changed my mind. He convinced me that T ought to take it.

Really. What argument did he offer?

He was arguing about the good I could do in the community in that
role, and the importance it was to the community and what it would
mean to many blacks in the community and those coming before the
court,to know that there was a black judge there. That it would
give them a greater feeling of security.

Also that it offered potential, that there was a future for
me in the judiciary and that he was satisfied that I wouldn’'t be
there too long before I would be moved up to the superior court.

Was it the fact that it was municipal court that made you
reluctant?



Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

39

No, no. Although I did resent the fact that if you were black you
went to the municipal court regardless of what your background and
experience was. But in my case it wasn’t a motivating factor
because the superior court required ten years of practice, and I
just barely had ten years of practice.

But when I thought of Loren Miller--he went to the municipal
court. This man should have gone to the supreme court. John
Bussey went to the municipal court. He should have been going to
some appellate court. And it was very common practice among
whites to go directly from private practice to courts of appeals
and the supreme court. But if you’re black it was a municipal
court.

There weren’t that many black judges, anyway. There were
none in this area--well, the one, John Bussey. When I went on,
there were none in Alameda County and one north of Los Angeles,
and that was John Bussey who was appointed by Knight. But
southern California, there were, I don’t know, maybe two or three,
‘that’s all, four at the most. I did resent that, but that wasn't
the factor there with me, personally, because I felt I hadn’t had
ten years yet. I hadn’t been that distinguished, myself, in the
law, to the point that I could fell that I should necessarily go
to the superior court at that time. But Jim Agee also felt that I
would move up to the superior court rather rapidly, and as it
turned out, I did.

So when I walked out of his office, I had changed my mind. 1
went back to my office.

Living in Berkeley and Oakland; Municipal Court, 1960-1965

What did your wife say when you told her you’d changed your mind?

I called my wife, and said, "I've changed my mind, I'm going on
the bench. 1I’ve just had a talk with Judge Agee, and he's
convinced me. So we’re going to move to Oakland; you’ll have to
start looking for a place." So she did. She said, "Okay,"” and
she started looking for a place.

How had you happened to settle in Berkeley when you came back from
the service? With your wife and three kids?

Oh, I think it was simply a matter that I was lucky enough to get
some good housing. First in university housing, down below San
Pablo, and then a nice little apartment in--no, I moved to
Berkeley just before I left, that’'s what, for the service. 1 got
married, and I was married for ten months--a friend of mine, an
older man who I had become friends with when I was in college as
an undergraduate and working as a redcap. He was one of the
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senior redcaps, porters. He owned this building that was right
across from San Pablo Park, and had kind of a penthouse apartment,
which he let me have reasonably. That’'s how I got to Berkeley.

Right across from where all those baseball games are played.

That's right, right across where all those baseball games were
played.

That's a nice neighborhood.

So then we bought a duplex on 62nd and Market, which was in
Oakland, the house next door was in Berkeley. [laughs] That’s
how big a deal it was that we had to live in Oakland. We were
buying a home on Glen, and we retained that home on Glen, figuring
1'd move up to superior court, ultimately, and we’d move back into
it.

Berkeley was a different place then. I never thought 1'd see
that day when I wouldn’t want to be caught dead in Berkeley. We
rented the house out. We were renting it to students, and
graduate students, and all went well until we rented it to a group
of graduate students from another part of the world, out of a
different culture. Not that they were bad people, their culture
was so different, and what they were doing in the house my wife
couldn’t take it.

She kept after me, "We’'ve got to get rid of that house. 1
can't stand it what they're doing in that house." So finally I
said, "Okay, all right,” I caved in, "Sell the house,” and six
months later I was--here again I never had to fight to get the
superior court. Pat Brown just said, for some time, "Lionel's
going to get the next opening," so sure enough, when the next
opening came he moved me up to the superior court.

Did that legal redress committee that you’'d been chairman of give
you any sense of things that you would like to see happen as a
judge, that you then--

Oh, yes, certainly it did. Even as a judge, I continued to work
with the NAACP, just as Don McCullum has continued to be a leader,
to fight all the injustices, the discrimination and the
segregation, that we saw around us. So I went on working with the
NAACP.

By the time you went on the bench were there beginning to be some
black men and women in the county probation department, and the
sheriff’'s department--
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Yes, as a matter of fact, the irony of it is that, for instance in
the probation department, my youngest brother became the first
black senior probation officer in Alameda County. This was a
direction that he decided to go, and went into probation work., I
didn’'t steer him in any way into it; it was his own independent
decision, that he wanted to get into that field.

Impact of National Sports and Budget Decisions

That might be a good place to stop for today. I’'ve rumn over your
time, I know.

Yes. Although I haven’t had a buzz for my eleven o'clock
appointment. I don’t know what's happened.

May be sitting patiently out there. Okay, thank you. Do you
suppose maybe next week or the next week we could sneak in another
session before your--

I will try. Just a little tight, you know.
I understand.

So many things keep coming up. The Coliseum is fighting to insure
that Oakland will have a National Football League franchise here.
The National Football League is meeting in Phoenix, so they've
gone to great lengths to set up a team to go down and lobby the
league. And they insist that it's very important that I be there.

I can see that.

So, Sunday morning I take off for Phoenix, and I'll return early
Wednesday.

That shoots that week, yes.

I've turned down, in the last week, two requests that I go to
China, one from the university, from one of the associate
chancellors. Last week-end they wanted me in New York to fight
another matter that’s critical, I think, in this country, and that
is [President Ronald] Reagan’s domestic budget. They wanted me
but only, they said, if you and your wife pay for your
transportation and motel when you get back there.

Dutch Morial, who is the new president of the U.S. Conference
of Mayors, is doing an outstanding job of organizing the key
mayors around the country, those they see as having the greatest



Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

42

political strength, organizing to fight it. A group of us met in
San Francisco two weeks ago and then this weekend, as I say. But
I just couldn’t go. I already had four commitments I had to keep.

Yes? Did you tell them to save all these things until after the
Oakland election?

I sent them a strong telegram of support saying, "I'm with you,
and just let me know what you want me to do." But it goes on and
on.

uperior Court Pre-Trial Release Program

fIt must be a difficult time to be a Democrat.

One of the things I really pushed when I went on the superior
court was a better approach to bail. We put together a task force
to work on that. There was] an officer of the Alameda County
Public Defender; the district attorney [Thomas] Coakley; the chief
of police of Oakland, and the president of the Alameda County Bar
Association. Well, Coakley was bored. He thought everybody ought
to go to prison anyway, but I’'m talking about a bail, a pre-trial
release program.

So after about three months he turned it over to Ed, and Ed
Meese was his representative. Because Ed Meese was the heir
apparent to replace him, until he got tied up with Ronald Reagan
in his campaign for governor and moved off in a different
direction. Otherwise, Ed Meese would have been the--

County district attorney.

Instead of Lowell Jensen, Meese would have been the Alameda County
District Attorney.

That's interesting, I never thought of that part of the whole
thing.

There's no question about it. It was all set up, it was wired,
[chuckles] and it was going to happen. It’s kind of sad to me; I
think that Ed has become--I don’t know whether it's his
association with Reagan or what--but far more conservative than he
was. He [Meese] was more moderate before he left. Or maybe 1
just--for instance, he was very supportive of the bail for
pre-trial release program. After putting it together, I chaired
it for a year, and then I turned it over to him.
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Anyway, I’'ve had contact there. [Vice President George] Bush
invited me back to a small meeting with twelve or fifteen people.
It turned out that he wanted support for his zone--

Enterprise zone?

Enterprise zone program. I went back just to see what it looked
like, really. But he got into a situation where he couldn’t
handle the mayor of Baltimore, who was the only Democrat in the
room beside me. I took care of that for him, so then I began to
get invitations [laughs] back there. Yes, I'm a Democrat, but I'm
the mayor of a city of all kinds of people, of all kinds of
political persuasions.

I'm proud of the fact that--although a lot of my Democratic
friends don’t like it--that not once, in almost eight years, has
any--I don’t even allow it to get into discussions on the floor
around any partisan political issues.

That’'s tough to do sometimes.
It's tough, but I’'ve done it.

The buzzer did buzz. Thank you.

Yes, thanks.



Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

Morris:

Wilson:

44

V Oakland Economic Development Commission Chair, 1965-1969
[Interview 3: July 31, 1990]##

A Problem with Mayor Houlihan's Appointments

When last we met, we had talked about your work on the superior
court and we had just gotten to the point where I wanted to ask
you about the Oakland Economic Development Commission.

OEDCI.

Right. And you were appointed to that in 1965, according to the
files of the Tribune. From those clippings, I put together a
little biographical chronology.7

Yes. Well, actually, I wasn‘t appointed, I was selected by--well,
I guess I was appointed, because Mayor [John] Houlihan was putting
the board together and he asked me to chair it, and after some
preliminaries with him I agreed to do so.

Actually, my name was brought up in a meeting where they were
selecting a board chairperson and Justice [Clinton] White, then
Attorney White, I think, said, "Well, the judge won’'t take it,
won't accept it--"

Meaning you.

Meaning me. And I was on the superior court at the time, and so
Mayor Houlihan said, "Well why won't he?" And he [White] said,
"Well, because of you. He said that he’'s afraid that you are
going to ‘try to run the show’ and control it and under those
circumstances, he won't serve, because--" I had been approached
and asked about it and I had told them that.

"See p. viii. See Appendices for selected clippings on Mayor Wilson's

career.
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So Houlihan committed that he would not interfere with the
operation, and not only that, but he wouldn’t even serve on the
board, and he didn’t. And so I took the chairmanship and served
for six years.

What was your thinking? And it sounds as if Clinton White was a
close colleague of yours.

Very close, yes, he was.

And had you and he talked about what you hoped that OEDCI might
do?

Well, I don’t know that we had. He had asked me about whether I
would take the chairmanship of the board.

That'’s something that was of interest to you and your colleagues,
that this commission--

Well, it was of interest to me, it was of interest to me. It was
the anti-poverty program. I had hopes that it was going to do
good things for the people who needed help in the city and who
were economically depressed, and I had hopes that it was going to
provide some jobs and some programs that would produce training
for many of the people who needed it and as a base for them,
ultimately, for getting jobs.

Had you had some differences of opinion with Mayor Houlihan that
led you to think he might--

Yes, yes.
What were the problems?

Well, Mayor Houlihan called me one day and said that there were no
blacks on any important boards or commissions in the city, and I
don't know whether there were any at all. There may have been one
or two on minor ones, but there were none serving on any of the
important boards or commissions. And he said he wanted to correct
that, he wanted to add, he was thinking of two in, as I recall,
civil service, and I don’t remember whether the other one was the
port, or it was another important board, and asked me for
recommendations of blacks to serve whom he could appoint.

And I said fine, and I called together a committee of about
fifteen people who were community leaders from around the city, a
broad perspective, a real broad and representative group.
Although I've been identified as a Democrat all my life, I had
several Republicans with whom I was friendly--I guess Clint White
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was probably a Republican at that time. Anyway, 1 made it broadly
representative of the community and put it up to them, told them
of the call from the mayor and what he wanted and so they, they
did not want to sit still for that.

He wanted one specific person for each one, and they insisted
on submitting three names for each of these positions, two
positions. That was unacceptable to Houlihan when I called him,
and we had words about it; he was a very volatile and aggressive
personality, and I had to tell him off. And that was the end of
it.

Oh dear, so there were no minority appointments--

No. All he wanted to do was he simply wanted us, me, to
rubber-stamp a couple of people he had in mind.

Oh, he already had some candidates.

He already had a couple of people in mind, and the committee I put
together found that unacceptable and 1 did too.

They weren’t people that you and your committee would have come up
with by, you know, your processes of selection?

No.

And so did Houlihan go ahead and appoint those people that he had
in mind anyway?

I think he made a couple, he did make two or some of the
appointments.

Did that kind of appointment process make it difficult for you to
work with the people that were eventually appointed?

No.

From the Ford Foundation Grey Areas Program to the Economic
Opportunity Act

How did the Economic Development Committee go about their work.
Did you have some staff?

We had a staff, yes. We had a staff which really was a program
group.
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Was that when Norvel Smith was director?

Well, yes. Actually, yes. I had served on a committee headed by a
lawyer named Joe [Joseph E.] Smith who had been a former mayor
[1947-1949], a one-term mayor on the council at a time when labor
rose--at that time it was stronger--it rose up and I think the
whole labor contingent was elected to the city council, and they
only lasted one term.

They sure, yes, disappeared from history.
That's right, and they were beaten right after that.

Anyway, Joe was made chairman of the committee that was the
policy-making group for the old Ford Foundation Grey Areas program
that had started earlier in the sixties. The Ford Foundation had
put up a considerable amount of money and Senator [William]
Knowland was active in the formation of the group that drafted
that program.

The proposal to the Ford Foundation?

The proposal to the Ford Foundation that Evilio Grillo wrote. That
proposal was successful and was taken on by the Ford Foundation.
They granted I think, first three million and then another two-
and-a-half-million later on. That program had selected the
Castlemont corridor as the area.

It was in a state of flux at the time, but people were
changing and in and out, and they wanted to try to stabilize it.
The theory was, let’'s put some money into this as a demonstration
project and see whether we can’t stabilize that section of the
city.

Surrounding Castlemont.

Around Castlemont High School. So that program was still active
when the Economic Opportunity Act was passed in 1964. And Evilio
had written them [Ford Foundation proposals], but Norvel became
the--1 guess Norvel Smith was the first director, was he? I guess
he was.

Are you saying that he had worked with Evilio Grillo on the Ford
Project?

I'm trying to remember whether Norvel had worked on that project.
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Lively District Meetings

There was a tie-in, if I remember correctly, with the old social
planning council in the United Crusade. Is that correct?

I don’t know, I don’t remember that. The way we organized, we
organized by districts into seven districts throughout the city.
Each district had its own community organization and its district
council, and those were the same district councils that exist
today, without the same people, but that’s right.

So the board was made up of about a little over thirty
people, maybe about thirty-two people. The city had three
representatives on it, the mayor, George Vukasin, and the late
Josh Rose.

The first thing I did as the chairman was to move it out of
city hall, where it originally met into Franklin Recreation
Center, and we met there for maybe, I don’'t know, I vaguely recall
maybe about six months or so. Then I changed that and we began to
meet once a month in a different district each month. We moved
the meetings--the major meetings were held each month in a
different part of the city in one of these seven districts, and we
moved them around the city.

Did that bring in new people to the meetings and get more people
involved?

It got more people involved in the decision-making process, and
that was the purpose of it. And every meeting for six years, I
can’t remember a meeting where they weren’t literally hanging from
the walls, whether we met in recreation centers, church halls,
school auditoriums or what.

According to the articles I read in the Tribune, some of those
meetings got pretty controversial.

[chuckles] Listen, I'll say they were. In those days, and of
course the only security--I was a superior court judge--the only
security I had was if I thought that there was going to be a
problem and I had good relationships with people around the city.

For instance, there was an organization called GIG, Group to
Industrialize the Ghetto, and they were nearly all ex-cons; they
all had criminal records. They were all trying to develop an
economic base for their organization of people around them and I
helped them and supported them and they would keep me apprised. If
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there was a rumble, they’d call me and say, "Judge, there’s going
to be a rumble tonight. What time are you going to arrive and
where are you going to park?" And they would meet me there and
they would provide my security.

To get in and out of the meeting.

Yes. But I never had any trouble, I actually never had any
trouble until the final meeting. They were sure there was going
to be a rumble, and there was a rumble, and it was going to be a
problem. Sure enough, they met me, and they were there, escorted
me in when I walked in, and they were standing around the hall.
They assumed the same type of dress that the [Black] Panthers did,
and nothing happened. They were standing around, you know,
obviously there for security purposes, and nothing happened.

I remember the first time I found it necessary that I make a
judgment, and I called the chief of police and said, "Look, I
understand there may be trouble tonight. Would you have a couple
of people there? 1 don’t want them in uniform." So he did. On
the way out, we didn’t have any trouble; but I was walking out
with one of them who is a friend of mine today, and he said,
"Judge," he said, "How often do you have meetings like this where
they’re this controversial and with this many people?"

And I said, "This is nothing unusual, this is a common
meeting." He just shook his head and said, "My God, I don’t know
how you do it, because, you know, you’re just, with no particular
security.”

And some of them were pretty wild. There was one in
particular, a man named Baker who tried to be a real source of

trouble, but we managed that. Anyway, my time is up.

Okay, that’'s a good beginning. Those were pretty exciting days.

Relationship with City Government

We were one of only two in the nation of all of the programs
around the country that were able to become independent and we
operated without any controls of the city. The city government
had no veto power over our conduct. We handled millions of
dollars without any scandal, and we handled our own funds. This
is the three members of the council who served, the mayor and the
two members of the council who served. They had one vote, just
like any of the other thirty-two or whatever it was people who
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served on that board. That was the only input that the city had,
officially.

Was it a big struggle to reorganize as an independent body out
from under the city?

No. There was a struggle to get the independence, but once we got
it we were staying the same body and the body didn’'t change,
whereas it was a real struggle to get that independence.

How did you do that?

I don't know, I guess I just went to the people and got enough
community support, and we just insisted on it and kept pushing it
and arguing it and got it.

So am 1 right that this would require the city council voting to
sign off their role in charge of the economic development
organization?

I'm not sure whether they did, because if they had, if it was that
way, I imagine they might have tried to regain control at one time
or another. They could have; it just would have taken a majority
on the council to regain control, and that never happened; not
before I left, anyway.
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V OAKLAND POLITICS
[Interview 4, August 29, 1990])##

ampai o a 1976

This morning I thought we might pick up with a question I raised
about your decision to go from the bench and the Oakland Economic
Development Corporation into running for mayor. When did you
start thinking about that?

Well, it didn’t originate with me. There were some people in the
community came to me approaching the 1973 election and suggested
that I consider running for mayor at that time. This must have
been in 1972. 1 looked at it and informed them, no, that I wasn’t
interested.

Because you had a good relationship with Mayor John Reading?

No, no, simply because I hadn’t thought of getting into that sort
of--1 had been on the bench just about eleven years or twelve
years, and I was thinking more in terms of a future on the bench,
so I just--it had never occurred to me that I might get involved
politically in that way.

What changed your mind?

Well, some of the same people and a few others came to me four
years later in 1976. By then I guess I'd had about fifteen years
on the bench, and by then I’'d been through all the chairs and had
presided over various phases of the court, the criminal division a
couple of times, and the full court in 1973, and the appellate
department, so I was viewing my work on the bench in a little
different way by then. I suppose that I had reached a point where
I found the idea just much more appealing.

Were there changes in the political picture here in Oakland that
made the mayor'’s spot more interesting?
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Well, at that time, when they came to me four years later, I knew
that John Reading was seriously considering not running, which
made a significant difference, too. Not in terms of a question of
any relationship I had with Reading, because I didn’t have any
relationship with Reading, but simply in terms of whether it made
sense with regard to the element of success of such a campaign or
not.

Does that sort of translate into whether or not it was possible to
elect a mayor who was black? Had that been a consideration
earlier?

Oh, that was a consideration, yes.

Was there a really strong concern in the black community for a
black mayor at that time?

I felt there was, and there had been other people that had talked
about it and had been talked about as potential candidates. There
had been considerable talk around John Reading’s side about a
person, one man in the community. And then another one who
couldn’t make up his mind which way he would want to go if he
went, whether he’d want to go with Reading’s group or whether he
wanted to go with the Democrats on the other side.

Would that have been Otho Green?
No.
Was Otho Green a serious candidate or a serious possibility?

I didn’t look upon him as such at the time. No, that was the late
John Williams, who headed up the Economic Development Department.
As a matter of fact, he headed up the redevelopment agency.

Does that mean you and he would have worked closely together on
your interest in the Economic Development--

He and I had talked about it, yes. We would have worked very
close together. He had an untimely death; he died of cancer, I
think, a relatively early death; he was still in his fifties.

But he and I were friends and we had talked about it, and he
had talked about the approaches that had been made to him from
time to time. The approaches that had been made to him had been
from the John Reading people.
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That's interesting, he was already in the city government working
for the city at that point?

He was the redevelopment director. His bust is out there in City
Center.

I know, I know. He must have been quite a remarkable fellow in--
He was, he was. He was a very, very charismatic personality.
How come he decided not to run for mayor?

I think because they didn’t give him sufficient commitment in
terms of money. Not for his pocket, but for his campaign. He felt
that there simply wasn’t a sufficient commitment there. There was
talk, a lot of talk, but he didn’t see any concrete evidence of
willingness and ability to raise the money.

New Oakland Committee

Where were people like Bill Knowland and the Kaisers and some of
the people at Clorox Company in this kind of discussion?

I don’t know. I wasn’t having any discussions with them, and when
I did get into it, they supported my major opponent. There were a
number of other candidates, but the major opponent was the
president of the school board, a man named | ] Tucker, and they
supported him.

The Tribune endorsed him and the business community got
behind him and raised money and he had sort of a lot of money for
his campaign. An interesting sidelight of that was that almost to
the date of his death, Edgar Kaiser from time to time said to me
how sorry he was that he went along with the business community
and did not support me in my first campaign. He used to send this
big plant once a year, I don’t remember whether it was Christmas
or something, almost right up to the time of his death.

Even though, on the Economic Development Commission you had worked
with people from Kaiser and from--

Well, it wasn’t the commission. I had worked with them when I was
chairman of the anti-poverty board and also when the Black
Panthers became very active. The Panthers had picketed two liquor
stores, both on Grove Street, owned by the same person, a black
man. One on Grove around 24th and one on Grove and about S4th.
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Then they had said to the press and announced publicly that
when they completed that then they were going to look at the white
businesses with a view to going after them on the basis of
integration and employment.

At that point, a group of the leading business people,
including Edgar Kaiser and Bill Knowland and then chairman of the
board of Safeway, Quentin Reynolds, a group of them had gotten
together on someone’s recommendation to form an organization
called the New Oakland Committee, which exists today.

What happened is that they raised the seed money for the
organization. Then just about when they thought they had the
three caucuses formed--a business caucus, a labor caucus, and a
minority caucus--when they got to the minority caucus, there was
what was called the Black Caucus, made up of the late Judge [Don]
McCullum--he was not a judge then--Don McCullum, Elijah Turner,
and Paul Cobb and a young fellow named Galloway who, at the time,
was active with the NAACP. They said, when they were approached
about this organization, "Fine, yes, but we have to be the
exclusive representatives of the black community." That was
unacceptable to the business leaders who were putting this
organization together, so everything stopped.

Then there was the chief administrator that they’d had for
Kaiser, who worked with me then in the anti-poverty program and
who apparently said to them, "Look, despite what the Black Caucus
says, if Lionel Wilson is willing to do it, he can put together
that minority caucus for you."

So they approached me and I said, "Well," and I looked at it
and I said, "Okay, I‘ll do it, only on one condition and that is
that I get assurance that once you form the organization, that
you're going to be going to the meetings, or at least send your
second-level aides in to represent these corporations and that
you’re going to continue to be active," that is, that these people
who were CEO’s and so forth would continue to be part of the
committee. ‘

They made that commitment to me and so then I sent the Black
Caucus a letter saying, look--or a call, I don’'t remember--saying,
"Look, I'm going to form it, the minority caucus, and you ought
to be represented in order to be a part of it, but you can’t call
the shots--"

You can’t tell the committee what to do?
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Yes, so they backed off of that, when I did that they backed off
of their position and agreed to become a part of it, and that’s
how the New Oakland Committee was formed.

Did some of those people later turn out to help in your campaign?

It was formed out of fear when the Panthers announced that they
were going to then move--after they had completed their attack on
this black businessman--that they were going to move into the
white business community.

Did you see the Panthers as a serious threat, or did you see them
as having some ideas that needed to be discussed or were worth
discussing?

Threat to whom?
Well, to the comfort and good future of Oakland.

Well, I saw it from a dual perspective. One, in terms that I
never have condoned violence and confrontation as the answer,
solution to social problems. And the other one was that I saw the
Panthers as a catalyst to bring about some meaningful change.

Kind of following up all the work that the NAACP had been doing
for years?

Yes, well, doing the same thing but doing it in a different way.

And did some of the people who were active in the Black Panthers
then come along into your campaign and into the mainstream?

Ultimately, when I ran for mayor, they did. The Panthers were
active in my campaign in 1977.

Now I had been told that Huey Newton had said that if I had
been willing to run in 1973 that Bobby Seale would not have been a
candidate then. I don’t know whether that's true or not.

Yes, because Bobby Seale, as I recall, was pretty much a young
firebrand.

Well, yes, I suppose he was. He ran in 1973 and got into a runoff
against John Reading. Of course in the runoff he was very, very
badly beaten.
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o] Organization

Looking through the newspaper clippings on that campaign, I found
that you had kind of an exploratory committee called the Friends
of Oakland that [County Clerk] Rene Davidson was chairman of. Do
you remember how that worked or what role Mr. Davidson played?

Rene became one of the leaders in our attempt to win the mayor’s
seat.

Was he one of the people who originally had been encouraging you
to run for office?

I don’t know that he was. It was more I think around the late
Dick Groulx and some labor people.

Was that when Dick Groulx was head of the Alameda County Labor
Council?

No, I think he was a deputy then to someone else; this was before
he became the secretary-treasurer.

But would some of those early people have been from the labor
movement wanting you to run?

Yes.
Who else do you recall?

I think there was a lawyer who was on the school board about that
time named [Seymour] Rose.

By the time that you did run, was Ron Dellums--he was already in
the Congress--would he have been somebody you worked with at all
or who offered some support for the campaign?

I don’t remember Ron being in my campaign. I supported Ron from
the first time he ran for Congress, but that --

When he was still more or less a candidate of the traditional
Democratics or of the new coalition of more activist political
people?

Yes. I wasn’t a part of that, but I did support Ron.
What 1 was kind of wondering about was, in Berkeley there’s been a

lot of attention given to differences of opinion between the more
traditional Democrats and more activist--
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I was more in line at that time with the traditional Democrats.

But was that difference a problem in Oakland, in trying to put
together a campaign and run for mayor?

Well, Oakland was sort of just a big blob. There was nothing, no
real organization other than-- The onle real organization, 1
guess, was the East Bay Democratic Club around Assemblyman Byron
Rumford.

When I really took a good look at Oakland, I was amazed to
find how little organization there was.

That’s interesting when you'fe talking of a city this size.
Politically, I mean.

I understand. How did you go about putting together a campaign?
Did you get a professional manager?

Well, as a matter of fact, I had a little group of people around
me who were urging me to run once I indicated I was interested in
running. There was a group of people around me, mostly pretty
moderate Democrats, black, white, and Hispanics. I raised much
more money than I anticipated I was going to be able to raise.
Considerably.

More money was raised than you thought?

Ultimately, yes. But I didn’t expect to raise that kind of money,
so I was looking for someone to manage the campaign. I wasn’'t
thinking of any of the high-powered consultants who were around at
that day.

I selected Sandre Swanson, who was a young fellow--he had
started to work for Ron, that’'s right. 1 remember now because Ron
let him have a leave to run my campaign, and large numbers of
people around me were very upset because Sandre was inexperienced.
He’d never run a political campaign except in college, so he
obviously had no track record and no history, but I had confidence
in him. And he did a good job, I thought.

Good, good. Well, sometimes a young man makes up in energy for
what he may lack in knowledge of some of the ins and outs of the
town.

Did you and he put together an organization by district or ethnic
group or what kind of a plan did you work out?
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Well, we tried to do it by district rather than by ethnic group.
What areas turned out to give you most support?

It was pretty broad in support in the flatlands, north, east, west
Oakland.

Was that still the time when you had committees of lawyers and
committees of doctors and committees of educators--

Well, I did that; I did put together committees of doctors and
committees of lawyers and a committee of teachers and a committee

of cosmetologists and committees of ministers.

Did you spend a lot of time out in the neighborhoods and in the
churches talking to people?

Yes, I did.

Did Mr. Swanson go with you on all those, or was he going out to
other areas?

I don’'t remember, but I'm sure he did.

State Political Figures

Was Byron Rumford himself able to put some time in on strategy?

Yes.

How about Nick Petris?

Nick was supportive, but I don’'t remember him as being
particularly active in the campaign, other than endorsing and
supporting.

I guess I was wondering about how much interaction there is
between a local mayor and council election and the assembly and
senate races.

Well, up until the last few years, there was considerable
interaction. But then, by that time, [State Senator] Nick Petris
was pretty well entrenched. Then Byron and then [Assemblyman]
John Miller, who took his place, each of them was pretty well
entrenched. Then [Assemblyman] Lockyer moved in behind the
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assemblyman from Alameda who was killed by an automobile,
[Assemblyman] Bob Crown, who he was just beginning to develop his
thing. And particularly in the early years, well, even the first,
say seven or eight years of my holding office, I had a close
working relationship with the legislators. They were very
supportive of the city issues and have been consistently so.

How about [Assemblyman] Tom Bates?

Even Bates, when the chips were down. Bates and I never really
saw eye to eye. Even in the early days, it was kind of a tenuous
relationship.

How many people who worked on your campaign had the time and
energy to stay around and help once you, you know, in appointive
positions or committees or anything like that once you got into
the mayor’'s office? Was there much carry-over?

Only in a general way.

At what point did you feel like it was a good possibility you were
going to get elected?

I always thought I was going to, from the time I decided to run--

Did you! Good for you, good for you!

Offer of Appointment to the State Court of Appeal

When the governor’s office said to me, "Look, have you decided
whether you're going to run for mayor or whether you’'re going to
move to the court of appeals?" And he was offering me the court
appointment to the court of appeals and asked whether I'd made
that decision, and I said "Yes, I have.” But I didn't say I'm
going to run for mayor, I said, "I'm going to become the mayor."

So you turned down the appointment to the appeals court in order
to run for mayor. Was that a tough decision?

No. 1t would have been and I might have gone a different way, and
I’'ve often wondered about that, if I had known that I was two or
three years younger than a judge in southern California who was a
distinguished jurist who was a year ahead of me on the court. He
was appointed to the municipal court in Los Angeles a year ahead
of me and he was appointed to the superior court roughly, give or
take, a year ahead of me. He was a distinguished jurist. 1 felt
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that there was going to be a black on the supreme court of
California, but I thought it would be Justice [Bernard] Jefferson.
If T had known that he was older, then the chances are his age
would preclude him. That'’s the only reason he wasn'’t.

And Allen Broussard was appointed instead.

Well, it went through other possibilities before it got to Allen
Broussard. Allen ultimately was appointed [in 1981], yes, but
there were some other ramifications. There was a lawyer in Los
Angeles, a former Cal football player who was offered the position
and turned it down, said he couldn’t afford it.

He was making more money in private practice than he would on the
bench?

Yes.

i

He offered me the court of appeals, he didn’'t offer me the supreme
court. Well, but down the line. Anyway, it might have made a
difference, if I had thought when the time came, that I would be
offered the supreme court. But, as I said, I thought it was going
to southern California. 1I've never regretted it, though.

Was this Jerry Brown [Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr.] you talked
with, or was it all done through the appointment secretary?

Which appointment?
The possibility of going on the state appeals court.

I guess you enter politics and you get a feel for what's going to
happen and you get to know the people close. Tony Kline, who's
now a justice of the court of appeals, was the legal affairs
secretary, and I had gotten to know Tony well.

I pretty much well knew that I was in line to be moved up to
the court of appeals, just like I never asked for a promotion to
the superior court. But Pat Brown just started saying, "Lionel
Wilson is going to get the next opening on the superior court."

So [later on] when the governor's office says--I guess maybe it
was Tony--[one day] while I was in the governor's office, said,
"Well, have you made up your mind whether you're going to the
court of appeals or are you going to run for mayor?" And that was
as much discussion as there was.
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It's kind of iffy; doesn’t somebody say, we’'d like to appoint you
to the appeals court.

Well, not really, not in the real world.

You make a major decision like that based on this sort of informal
discussion that’'s in the air?

Well, if you think there’s any question about it or you think that
it’s something that may or may not happen if you--I was satisfied
that, although I hadn’t been formally offered appointment, that it
was coming.

That's very valuable. It takes a lot of intestinal fortitude to
continue on in public life at that level.

Well, I wasn’t that ambitious anyway, in terms of moving up from a
muni court, for instance. Some of my fellow judges who ultimately
went to superior court were, you know, they were just red-hot to
go to the superior court. I was doing a job in the muni court and
I was satisfied and happy doing the job I was doing and I wasn't
worried about movement to the superior court. I never asked for
it, the governor just started talking about it himself.

Were you concerned that there wasn’t enough diversity on the court
so that there were some questions that perhaps were not being
dealt with?

Yes, I felt so.
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VI THREE TERMS AS MAYOR, 1977-1990

Responsibilities and Accomplishments

Could we talk a little bit about what you hoped to deal with as
mayor of Oakland, what you saw as the pressing issues and, you
know, how it felt to go from the bench into running a city the
size of Oakland?

Well, if I had been in the same position that most judges are in,
it would have been entirely different. But I had chaired the
anti-poverty program for six years from right after the act was
passed until December 31st of 1969. And I was a hands-on chairman
and I was into everything in and about the city.

While I was chairman of the anti-poverty program 1 started
putting together the first anti-drug program in the city of
Oakland. Actually, it was the first program that was put together
in the Bay Area. And I put together the first formal pre-trial
release bail program and I put together the first on-the-job
training program for the city of Oakland, so I had been involved

in--

On-the-job-training for city hires, for city employees to bring in
new kinds of people.

So I had been involved in so many different ways in the city’'s
activities that this was not a new world for me when I moved into
it, other than I had not been official--well, I guess I was an
official part of city government because the anti-poverty program
did represent the city of Oakland. But even at that, I was
successful in taking it more to the people than almost any other
city in the country.

There was only one other city that, as I think, that was able
to go independent. That is, my anti-poverty board ran the
program. We controlled the money. The city had no control over
it, had no power over the money that was allocated to us in that
program.
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Did that cause some problems for the city council?
Yes, for the mayor, mainly.

Mayor Reading. But when you became a member of the council as
mayor?

No, by then, that program had moved on. Model Cities had come
along and replaced it and that program was no longer alive.

The anti-poverty program. But the Model Cities--
Things that had followed it were there.

Model Cities, as I recall, also had its own elected board. 1 was
wondering if some city council members saw some of these new
decision-making bodies as kind of a threat to the city council?

I'm sure they did.

Were there some city council people that you were particularly
comfortable with, that were more likely to support you?

Well, when I came on, in terms of the city council, the city
council had three representatives on my anti-poverty board. One
was the mayor, the other one was the late Josh Rose, who was the
first black council member, and George Vukasin, who was a leader
on the council.

The first thing I did was to call George after I was elected
and said, "I‘d like to talk to you."” *"Fine!" he said. "John
Reading never talked to me,” so he was happy to talk to me. I sat
down and, although John Reading and I were constantly fighting
over the anti-poverty program, I had never had any quarrels with
George Vukasin while he was on the board. And we sat down and
talked and he was happy to have a relationship with the mayor and
vice-versa.

So I moved in with a much stronger position than normally a
mayor would have had, a new mayor coming in, especially coming
from a different medium, because I had George Vukasin supporting
me. And he brought with him three or four votes.

More from the middle-of-the-road or business community?

Yes, that's right.
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Oakland Raiders

Well, good strategy, good strategy. Could we take just a couple
of seconds each to tell me some things that have gotten a lot of
public interest like the Port of Oakland and the Raiders? Many
youngsters reading your oral history are going to think first
about Lionel Wilson and the Raiders.

Like the voters did. There’s no question among the politicians
that that’s what killed me.

They left, you know. They were everybody's favorite local
citizens and then they left, all while you’ve been mayor.

That's right, and they'll probably be back while I'm mayor. At
least the decision, probably, to come back.

Well, any one of those subjects, to even talk about them, are
very involved. To just make a passing reference to them would be
to do them an injustice.

As far as the Raiders are concerned, there was a lot more to
it than most people understand. Al Davis simply had made up his
mind that he was going to move. He wanted to move, and he thought
Los Angeles has a far more fertile field of opportunity for
support in numbers and money, and that was it. He decided to move
the team. He had made up his mind to move it, in my opinion, and
he had complete control.

He had won a lawsuit in a fight with a major stockholder. He
just had a contract, and even though he owned some stock, he was
only a minority owner. But then came the lawsuit, which was
presided over by Judge Redmond Staats--and his contract prevailed
over the equity interest of the owner of the majority of the
stock. And that gave him the power. Out of that lawsuit, the
court found that that contract he had gave him complete power to
do anything he wanted to with the Raiders.

That’'s interesting when the city and county also have an interest
in it because the city and county built the Coliseum.
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[o) Qakland

How about the Port of Oakland, which in some ways seems to be a
more important factor in the city’s economic picture?

Well it is, it is. It certainly is. In terms of economics, it’s
the most prolific and the most important economic factor, if you
want to take a single one in the city, in relation to the city.
The Port of Oakland simply was a port that, somewhere back years
ago someone abused power and, as a result of it, the people gave
it semi-autonomy.

Then there was a far-seeing visionary port director [Ben
Nutter] who foresaw that the then wave of the future was going to
be in container shipping.8 He moved the port into that area and
they got the jump on all the other ports.

But it was inevitable that as the other ports like Seattle
and Los Angeles and Long Beach recognized the merits of focusing
on container shipping that there were some physical factors which
meant that, ultimately, they were going to pass up the city of
Oakland in terms of ultimate productivity. And it’'s not really a
reflection on the Port of Oakland, it’s just facts of life,
distances between Seattle and the Far East and the amount of money
that these larger cities like Los Angeles and Seattle have to
invest. Long Beach with its tidelands oil money had far more
money to invest, in addition to some physical factors which relate
to the distance the ships have to travel from Tokyo, for instance.
So it was inevitable that they would pass up Oakland.

Regional Government

What about the long-running question of regional government? From
Oakland’s point of view, from your perspective, has it seemed at
any point realistic or to anybody’'s advantage--

Well, it would be realistic if it was done logically and
objectively, if it was put together in terms of where the strength
was and where the center of activity should be. And there’s no
question but what it’s Oakland.

8See Regional Oral History Office interviews on the Port of Oakland,
in process in 1991.
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San Francisco’s dead, as some top key business people have
said who were close to it. They said, even before they moved
American President Lines over here, that they ought to recognize
that, with container shipping there just was no future for San
Francisco. It could not be the leader because, for instance, the
trucks. It’s a peninsula, and it isn’t like here where the trucks
come over land and they can just drive up to the port and drive
out with the goods. Of course, that wasn’t really what killed San
Francisco at the time, but over a period of time it would have
happened anyway because of the geography.

There were politics in San Francisco which played a major
role in its demise. San Francisco still wants to control the bay.
Dianne Feinstein, when she was mayor, was trying to find some way
to regionalize shipping in the ports, with a view to San Francisco
having the power. It didn't make any kind of sense and that's why
she couldn’t succeed.

Did you put any energy into some of these committees to address
these regional issues, not only the port, but water quality and
transportation and--

Yes, I have. I have been involved in--
Do you see any progress?

I think progress has been made, and it's a difficult problem.
When you’re talking about power, you’'re talking about taking the
power away from each city and giving it to a regional board, or
committee, or commission, or whatever it's going to be. It can
just change the whole balance of power in terms of who controls
what. It gets into not only the political factors, but the
economic factors and so forth, you know.

dvice to Youn eople

One last question, what about some good advice for young people
coming up, as to politics or government, where they might find
opportunity and what it takes to be the mayor of a major city in
the increasingly complicated world.

Well, I think that if a young person has any interest in
government and if a young person understands that politics should
not be a dirty word, that politics is something that invades every
facet of life from the cradle to the grave of all of us--the very
air we breathe, the clothing that we wear, the way the coffin is
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made up. Every facet of life is influenced and determined by
political decisions somewhere.

So it’s so important to life, and I think that Oakland has
become one of the cities where citizens have become more and more
awakened to the fact of what an important part politics plays in
their lives. And the citizens’ participation is probably far more
active here than almost any city in the country.

It does play a very significant role and I think that in
terms of anyone who ultimately was interested in becoming mayor,
you have to find some way to get there, you know. You can’t just
say, well I just decided I want to be a candidate. The people
decide that. You can--technically, anyone can file, if you come
up with the fees and just live in the city and be of minimum age
and so forth and file. But in terms of ultimately winning--the
things that go into winning--many factors can come into play from
one four-year period to the other.

ore About the Raiders

For instance, a year ago when we were negotiating with the
Raiders, I told some of the people representing the Raiders, "I
was initially skeptical of the marketing plan that was put
together to try to bring back the Raiders. But once I decided
that it was a plan that was good for Oakland, a plan that in my
view had a tremendous financial potential for Oakland, as mayor I
had no choice but to support it without regard to what I thought
of the Raiders.”

And 1 did, but knowing all the time that it was a political
negative, because part of it was that the media plays such a
significant part and the media had jumped on what they saw as the
ultimate cost, six hundred million dollars over a fifteen-year
period. It was a fifteen-year lease and all this money [that
would be spent by the city if the Raiders agreed to return to
Oakland]. They emphasized, they gave people the feeling that this
was money that could have gone into the schools or could have gone
into other social programs, when as a matter of fact there was not
a dime that was going to be available for the schools. The
marketing program, the money was coming from the consumer, from
the people who bought the tickets, and that's true if the Raiders
come today.
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But it became a politcal football, and it was built up, and
when the Ross people--Richie Ross is a bright and creative
political consultant, and they realized what was there and they
just laid on that. And Riles jumped on it, and the press was
saying over and over and over, were giving people the impression
that, yes, why weren’t these monies being used to do some of the
more important things? And if there was money there, their point
was sound, but there was no money there because the marketing
plan, every dime has to do with the sale of tickets. Every dime
of revenue was entirely related to the sale of the tickets. But
that wasn’t the way it was sold to the people, you see.

So then people became so aroused from all over the city and I
could just see it coming, they were so upset--all you heard was,
"The Raiders, Raiders, and all the money that’s going into the
Raiders that ought to go to the schools," in particular.

And there was no support from the press, the media, to
educate the people and say, hey, wait a minute, you're way off
base, there’s not a dime there. Every dime has to come from the
sale of tickets, not from any government funds, not from any tax
funds. And I saw that building up over a year ago and I told them
that, but--

There was no way to talk to the Qakland Tribune?

No, no. Come on, absolutely not, no way!

The Tribune has not been supportive of you as mayor?

No.

Even though the publisher is now Bob Maynard?

Even though, yes, yes, very much so, even more so. It’s been even
less supportive under Maynard than it was even under Bill
Knowland.

We could never get that message over, and when you’re trying
to deal with all the other city issues, there is only so much time
and energy that you have to put into it.

And I told them, I told one of the key Raider negotiators, I
said, "This is going to be a real negative factor for me, but I
have to go with it because I believe in it in terms of what is

best for the city."

Then the second factor [that was brought up] was that it
won’t work, that this is some phony marketing plan that isn’t
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going to work. But ultimately, because of those signatures that
they were able to get--and here again without money, these
signatures were gotten in highly questionable ways, many of the
signatures. But they got the signatures and so the deal was dead
because the Raiders said, nothing doing, we won’t be a part of
that. But then two days later--I had set up on the Tuesday night
that we killed it, I had already set up a meeting for that Friday.
I had switched it, I had put [city council members] Dick Spees and
Aleta Cannon on it and I stepped out of it. The Raiders had
indicated they were still interested in negotiating with the city
and county and it took off.

And for instance, the papers made a big thing about, well,
now it’s different because now there are no guarantees. Half the
guarantees had been taken off publicly by Davis with the first
plan, and the other half, privately, he had already said, "If we
get a deal, I'll take those off too,” you see, so there wouldn’t
have been any guarantees then, either. But now that became a big
thing.

I set up an advisory committee of citizens, [including] some
of those people who had got the signatures, Cornell Maier who put
money into getting the signatures, and John George.

Oh, you put him on the following committee, after that petition?
Oh, yes. I put them all on that following committee.

So then they said, "Well, we want a new and independent
evaluation of the marketing plan.” So one of the most prestigious
worldwide financial institutions was hired to do an evaluation.
What did they come back with? There’s no risk, minimal risk,
minimal risk to the city.

But what happened is that under the first plan, yes,
technically the city was taking the risk, and this is what was
played up by the media. But now Al Davis realized, when they had
that pre-sale, and what happened, he realized that there was no
risk, he said, "Okay,” when we started the discussions all over,
"I’11 take the risk, but you have to understand where the risk
goes, that’s where the money goes, the biggest part of the
revenue."

See, under the first plan, the city would have gotten the
best part of the revenue, because technically they were the
risk-takers. But under the second plan, the new one, the one
that’s probably going through, Davis becomes the risk-taker. The
city is eliminated as the risk-taker, and the county, so the
biggest part of the money goes to Davis. You can’t argue with the
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logic when he says, "Okay, wait a minute now, you want me to
become the risk-taker? I agreed that you could have the biggest
part of the funds, why, as long as you were the risk-taker. But
now that I'm the risk-taker, I have to get it." And that makes

semnse.

Well, that sounds just like some of these deals in the business
world. Amazing, amazing. I know your next appointment is
waiting. Thank you very much for explaining so much about Oakland

history and government.

Transcribers: Michele Anderson, Pelly Fan

Typist:

Merrilee Proffict
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City ‘Is Changing’

_ Wilson Tells Plans

By BILL MARTIN
Tribune Political Editer

Mayor-etect Lionel J. Wilson seemed
o take cassally the fact that he & the
{irst black mayor of Lhe City of Oakland.

He was remunded of that at his first
full-ledged press conference yesterday

Just a few hours alter be had defeated
Dave Tucker, president of the Oakland
Board of Education, by about 5,600 votes.

Asked if he believes that his victory
means that the Oakland electorate~long
considered o be on the conservative side
of the political spectrum—has changed.
Judge Witson said:

“Yes. 1t does. | believe that there is a
willingness now to work with a masor
who happens to be black.”

Tense in the lale stages of his vigor-
ously fought campaign with Mr. Tucker,
Judge Wilsom yesterday at noon ap-
peared relaxed. easdy handling a stacca-
Lo string of questions from a large oews
media corps was optimistic on what be
has 10 do when he takes office July I.

Earlier in the day. he had recernved
congratulatory telephone caiis frem Sen.
Alaa Cranston, Gov. Edmund G. Brown
Jr., other Democratic party leaders. and
even Republican Mayor John H. Read-
tng. who pledged his cooperalion to
make the chaoge of city administration
flow smouthiy.

New, he told reporters. he and hws
wife, Dorothy. were going to take a short
vacation befure taking up his mayoral
chure and. he admitied, dn some think-
ing about how he was going 1o make 4
Ining on the $15,000 Oahland pays s
nidyor each vear,

The mayor-elect will resign from his
$50.000-a-vear Superior Court bench at
the end of June He ok @ lfeave of
absence early this vear to run for mavor
<nd has been without salary since.

He said he wilf have to practice law to
fidhe a hving whie serving as mayor.,
whether 1n assoclativn with his wife~
dlsu 2n attorney—or some firm.

But the questioning mainly dealt with
what he would do as soun as he touk
uffice aod Judge Wiison displayed a
take-vharge attitude.

Fur exampie. how does he [eel about
the Port of Uakland? *The port and the
city witl not continue to be divided a
they bave been fur so many years
The port ought to cuntribute more Lo the
City of Oakland buth financially and in
terms of providing employment. Those
are the crnitical areas.”

How much confidence did he have 1n
Pulice Chief George lart?

1 believe that George Ifart 15 a very
capdble police etwef,”” he sard. “From

what I've seen. he's a_man why 1y
snsitne to the pmﬁeTn?ﬁnmkland and

Appendix A
Oakland Tribune
May 19, 1977

[ look forward to worl—t-mg with him."™

Did be feel the same way about City
Manager Cecil Ruey, to whom the city
charter entrusts broad admnistrative
puwers?

'l expect 1n the next few days to sit
down and spend some time with hum,™
the mayor-elect said, ‘'so that he can
have a better 1dea of what my concerns
and my Interests are mn terms of provid-
ing for the needs of Oakland. He can
express tumscl! and we can get off on
the right foot.”

Pressed as to what would happen if he
finds 1t difficult 10 work with the city
manager, Judge Wilson said. 'l expect
that we shall be providing the oty
manager with stronger and more direct
policy and | would expect he would
comply with those directives.”

Heavily backed by the Democratic
party tn bis campaign. Judge Wilson was
asked whether hiy victary meant a repu-
diation of the city's business commuaity,
which has long dominated city hall.

He said. "My admumistration s pot
and will not be antibusiness aad § don't
interpret my elecuon as a repudiation of
business | never at any time during my
campaign tovk that kund of a posiion.

“I've said all along that | felt that |
have a history of being abie to work with
those people 1 expect to have strong
support and coaperation frum the busi-
ness copmunity

Judge Wilsun departed from the up-
beal theme nnly when asked about how
he felt the mayural campaign was con-
ducted, and 1t was apparent he sull had
a >our aste.

“l would hke tn put that behind me.
but obvieusiy the campaign was conduct-
ed on a very fow level rytht from the
beginning,” he said, refermng to the
Tucker campaign

11 started out that way and it wound
up that way.” Judge Wiison said

Bot that wesn't unespecied. he said,
because of the reputation of Mr Tuck-
er N campain manager (Ran Smith)
whom Judie Wilson described as ©'Mr
irty Trichs ™

The 1navor<lect declined tn get spe
cific aboot what “dirty tricks © were
tried by his opposition






By Sill MARTIN
Tribune Palitical Editor

The Democratic party staged a politi-
cal tour de force in electing Judge Lionel
J. Wilson mayor of Qakland.

Mayor-elect Wilson did not win the

--glface all- by himeel.

He was elected mainly because the
Democratic party spotted him as the
Grst highclass candidate 1t could adupt
to take over a aity hall which over the
years escaped their grasp.

Four years ago. it was tbe Black
Pantber party’s Bobby Seale taking on
Mayor John H. Reading and no one
warded (o take part 1n that one Mavor
Reading burted Seale

This time. there was a Supenor Court
judge with impeccable credentals,

- someone who ~had gwwen his feel wet
with Ozkland's social problems in the
1960s, whea the tmid were running for

- - cover.

But sull there was the probiem. ef
putung over a black mayor in Oakland,
where the whites still hold a shight voting
edge.

{
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Judie Wilson did st—beating Oakland
School Buard President Dave Tucker by
approammately 600 sutes—but unily be-
cause of the prn

These aides. who mave (Pan cam-
paign te vampaien from vear te vear,
must rematn. at their rrquest, umdentt-
f1ed. but they share a puittical realism
that does not surface 0 all tampaum
rhetoric.

The candidates talk. as they should,
about such Issues as unemployment.
cnme, business expansion and so forth

Behind that, howerer, are the ¢am-
paen prufessivnals who must put togeth-
er the nuts and bolts

All sides agree that the Demucratic
party drones, n this case a muhmash of
ratonal and state legistative stalf aides,
glued together an effort which ended up

Appendix B

Oakland Tribune

May 22, 1977

assemblymen convinced their bosses ¢hat
they should take a more active role in
Oakland poliucs. a hitherty nonpartisan
exercise.

Therr advice prevailed. and Gov Ed-
mund G Brown Jr . Sen. Alan Cranston,
Reps. Ronald V. Dellums and Fortney H
(Pete) Stark, Assemblymen Bill Lockyer
and Tom Bates, and on and vn. threw
their muscie behind Judse Wiison.

A Tucker aide said after the defeat,
“Louk, the most popular political figure
10 the Eastbay 15 Dellums He doesn’t
have to come tnto tuwn, but he's still a
Jolt. Tucker doesn’'t have anything hke
that behind him ™

But 1t wasn't only the glanwr of
Deflums  that made Judge Wison a
winner {t was troups. As predicted cven
befare the elecuon by Sandre Swansoa,
Judge Wilson's campaign manager on
kave of absence from Dellums' staff,
whichever party could marshal the most

_-with Oakland elecung us first _ﬂﬂ_xm_mmm_mmmma_kaLMr_

mayor. f
Judge Wilson's vietory really started
a lew years ago. when thuse leghslative

election.
“They put out 1,300 precinct walkers
election day and with the good weather.

aides 1o congressmen, state senstors and  that did nt.* a Tucker aide said.

Party Pros Elected Wilson Mayor

“} was praving for rain. it was the
only way we could have won.”” he added

Sources close to both sides did wot
think the television debates made-mach
difference 1n the outcome musetky
canw lale 1n the campaws:: -

Tucker pevple brlene thuse three
debates would have been more effecine
A they had been awred earber. tn gne
vuters a chance to digest the contrast in
personalities between Judge Wilson, whe
at umes appeared trascible. and Tuckes..
who was stold, unflappadble and smun
spinng.

The news media.

made the Oukland mavoral contest-a
horse race because they paid attenton tu
it Television. radio and Bay Arca news.
papers [ullowed 1t closely.

That attention startied both camps It
forced cach side 1o do a lot of research
v the ssves and (v think about huw
their candidates looked and talhed.

“You made us spend a lnt of tnuenes
and tme on preparing our candidates fur
something more than just baby-kissing. ™
one campaicn aide told a media group

And Judge Wilson and Tucker did
just that Bit by bit. dunng the cam.-
palgn. they revealed themselves on the
clearcyl 1ssues and how they would
handle them.

Regardless of some ““dirty (ricks*
charges 1n the election’s aftermath. buth
Tucker and Judge Wilson ran high<lass
campaigns

Behind the scenes. on both sides. was
the black and white 1ssue. Canipanm
tacticians knew 1t would be a facter o
the voling, but neither side used 1
openly or covertly

Even Judge Wilson. who 1n victon
appeared somewhat troubled by the
course of the campaign, admutted that
the voters of Oakland elected bim as a
mayor “who happens (v be black.”

The Tucker camp knew they had a
tough, U not bopeless task, from the
start. Tucker's name wdentification fac-
tor was low and Judge Wusom's was
high. Tucker speat bis money 0 get bus
name known.

Buf e Demiocratic parfy™s vofer reg-
istration 1n Oakland and its hirst{ume
cooperative effort to back its own mayor-
al candrdate, was too much for Tucker
and a dowotown business establishment
whuch dominated Oakland city pohitics
{ur many years.

A}
the pris axree,
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Oakland Tribune
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Huey's Bad Timing
e ey

Some Democratic Party insiders are still groaning about
Black Panther Partv icader Huev Newton's timing of his
return to Oakland to face murder and assault charges.

“Here's Lionel Wilson. the ctty’s [irst black maver.
trving to establish his credibility with all segments of the
community. and this has to happen,” one said with a gnmace.

Mayor Wilson. who already has had private meetings
with top Oakland industrial and business leaders 10 assur
them of his sensitivity to their problems. received sirong
elecuon campaign support from the Black Panther Party and
one of its other leaders. Elaine Brown.

Now Mr. Newton, who fled to Cuba to avmd standing
trial, says he's returned because the “politcal climate” has
changed at home with the elecuon of Jimmy Carter as
president and Wilsoo as Oakland mayor.

Mr Newton told a clamorous airport crowd. which
included Ms. Brown and Black Panther Party members. that
he fled the counirv because local heroin dealers had put up
$10.000 for his assassinatron.

“I'm asking Mayor Lionel Wiison to he_lpvnd our commu-
mity of the evil sellers of heroin.” he dcclared.

One Democratic Party source remarked: "It looks like
Newton ts trving to politicize his pending trial and it sure
compromises Mayor Wilson.”

What can Maver Wilson, a former superior court judge,
do about 1t?

“I hope he does nothing and savs nothing,” the source
said. “He can't very well publicly turn his back on a group
which supported him [or mayor. but he can't very well get
involved in this Huey Newton thing, either.”

Actually. Mayor Wilson has no credibilitv problem as
such. Despite some charges that he was a hberal judge 100
lenient with criminals. he won widespread support in his
mayoral bid from within the legal profession.






76

SHNL 1 j1ed 03 yanouo so3uey.n
IY1 pPONISIp oy pue - poduey.
AN Uo SpUBtUDp DY) “suyl

IXIU IY] 0) JuAew
aue wiogy Aydosopiyd jeantjod jo
dopydi)y 198%1q © uaaq dary WU
PINOD 0JAYY, ILIX0WI(] [CIaql] €
UOS]IAL AQ. PapAdIINS SEA UBY)
-qndoy 3AneAlasu0D e ‘Buipeay
%Yyl pue pue|yR() i0U SEm O]V
uled leyj sem wajquiad Iy

Jadvurul A ¥t
S10€ 2yl Mol Jluy YV prag( Adu
1011V NIE) Yilv SWIY JUI[[IONI
uo st ay puepe ui saydoad ayy
JO [P 30} JoXew si Y 1By pIaZIs
-ryduto S[paieadal sey ‘loAew
AICIG ST S ALY YT CUOS[IL

‘uot}
-3910 10j du q [{im SIBIS JIOUNV)
AND BAI] UYMW “IBIA IXOU N
PIAtaINsS JaeYy pInwy Ajqeqoxd
AQTY 'OM] IY) UIIMIAG PAISIXD
Yl S20ULIIJJIP JY) (jF 104

. .. ow
paddez Aoyl ‘1aie| Aes pinom
21 Wadiad 7 A[UO sem 3SEIID
U Y1 SI0Ylo [EIDADS pue LIy
dug VIS aanensiuiwpe s A1)
WYy dald vy sasiel Aud jeym
PapIddpP [1ouno)) Al Yl uaym
isnBay Ise] Jwed JoBuep uf sem

@>uoidernc juoisu]
AN S UDID

.l

LR

.
.
.
s N °
A 3 o
SONN 2
e s, .,
a .\ -
(RS -
NS
.f(..-.ﬁ R
&
BN -
LN
'I.

-

AJIE) ey adis snoujwo auQ

‘Aemer dnold oy)
guivamy Ajreoniewoydip jo Aem
Jwas put] pug suonjiad s dnois
ayy 1daoae 01 110 Iy jo uoleld
-do Aep-0)-Aep ayy 10] 3jqisuods
-04 Aj{enioe auo VY1 Sem Oym

-'JoWaRIMIN 3 -Plelap -Jodeuciy
£11) wesissy 01 1J9] sem 1

‘aon
-riualjaod ay) paddaisapls £3)ty
‘wiy dl g1 o) paivem dnosB oy
1ey) aieme y3noylly ‘3utaow
swesdosd uvoneIIqQeYds Bujsnoy
$.A110 241 198 01 A9y ssdud 0y
IHEH A11D pue[yeQ dyl-uc pasida
-Q0Jd SIUIPISII puUBEQ 1SET]
-je dnold Jdie] e 1eda se]

‘Buipeay wolj
wowasnseys Aluo 1y3noxq eyl
*13A3MOH 'sBUIOOW snollea 10)
Luunwwod ayy olut 3uiamuda
*198eUBW A11D JAlSsII¥8e dlow
e sem Ao[1y ‘s18d4 A[1ead sty Ul

‘aje) 01 Wity pajuem uosjiy eyl
4sniq peolq Yy Ixe) 01 31IIJip
31 punoj pue jani aaneldisiviwipe
51y 2a219s32d 01 WyBnos 3y Aem
wyy 1 23s anb :m.:v ‘uuszod
dieajad pue 12indb e "A9iIY Ing

'swid|qoad I1WoueIDd
pue juawdojdwaun s.4119 ayy
dujajos U WED) B SE YIom puw
Ayeaydosoyd wiry ynm uiofl 0y
Jo8euew A3119 3y pouem 3IH

‘191384 3Y) ju suoneydad
-131u1 molleu ‘prdi1 puokaq ‘Au
-0WJ132 Puokaq 2A1133]J2 aq 01
01J]0 sty paiuem uos[im ‘3uldq
01U JWEI UIWULIIA0E JO WIo)
Jo8euew A1) Iy AYym uoseal
9y3 ‘sotyfjed pue uotjessiutw
-pe jo uonhesedds jo pedisu]

‘10ABW [BIUOWDIID IO
peayaindty e Buldoq jo uonudiuy
Aue pey JOAJU UOS|IA 1FY) SEm
22)uB0032 01 PIIE] AJ[1Y 1°YM

“no
wiy pamdyd ‘j19m ‘pue dd1jjo
Sy ot AdNyy poljed ay ‘pouad
-dey ieym piedy uosjiy udy
SWEPY O} SU0NIIS JUIULIID
oYy Jurpros dn punum K31y

suonisod om)
Y1 o) SIquIdsaid 1diseyd Ay
1EYM 10A0 POnBIR "JUBISISSE 3AT)
-BAISIVIWPE § JuAew JY) ‘SWEBPY
ol pue AN ‘odjju Y} 3340
UDYZY PRI BOSPIAL Uayw 1ae7]

au
-8ewt 01 Ny JIp 10U sem uulie)
~1311 SIY I0G Sy PIedy dyY uoym
AlQISIa 1 U pip uusSpiA

“j1ef] 33s 01 AIIY ydnoayy o
0] JABY pINom Y ‘PO Sem uos
S[IA '991J]JO {001 Iy I0U0 Iny

owin o
pey aeg) se dua] se 3] 931091
J21YyD 33110 yuw  Anuanb
-31) 199W PIRod IY ‘UIZNID eA
-1ad © sB ‘1Y) uos|im P1oy Aoy
*108eurw A110 2y pue Jodew
21 jJo sanunp 3andadsar Iy
noqe sAes )1 jeym pue Jolleyd
A119 3y Jo Injpulw 10A3{

1824 15B] UOS[IM Yum
sUl-uUNl |BIIAIS pasned Yaroid
«de 3AIIBAIDSUOD SIY UIYM ISURD
siy djoy o1 payie) ‘uew AN
-1SUds ‘wilem € Ajjensn A9y

‘panuy
~U0D BuIOWWIS Y] 3[Iym PISEID
WISINLID I(IQNd Y)Y AYym S| 1BY)
sdeysay ‘A3jiy o) 01 [1dUNQ)
A1) 941 U0 SI10A 3y} 2ABY JUPIP
Y IsneIIQ A3[IY IEIJO) O
1NqQ 3ANVY) ou pey aosyiy ‘1INS

‘SPOOYI0qUHIIU WO
-U1-21110poW pPUB -mo| Ipesd
-dn 0} pouBdisdp 3ie YHIm ‘spunj
uowdoldadp Ajunwwod e
-19paj Buipuads Uy mojs sem A1)
Y1 mauy I uolde daltewll)je
Ul dalssa1dBe azow Buidqg QU 10j
Jjeis siy pue Ad|1y padods )

301330 o 108 O
SB U0OS SB A]I1RIpaWWI Wayol
Y papyaRry AND dYy ap Yok
Buowe djv1 Jwowkoidwaun ydy
ay] jo a1eme A njuied ‘uospm

‘Buore 198 Lupip
Ay Aym pueisiopun oy [Ny

10U ST 11 ‘UJia oMl Yy Jo spunoasd
“§IEQ JUaZI0AIp Y1 udAIY)

WEIRUL SEM @aUT
Siduay daan ey 0 Ao Pty
Apfanb unoe) AN Yl (el
ut 1J31 AdIYnay uoym o1V Ole
AN IR WO0L] 1940 Wiy 1ydnuiq
oym

Ny dwolgp Jode

sohow |o1aoweIe) © JON
NOSUM T 1BNON

)

86T ‘gz Aaenigag
aungray pueiieQ
d xypuaddy

-uely A1) stwtadld jo a301d v
sem A3y ‘puey Jayio Y3 uQ

MMAINUT QU0 1B 31 nd oy Sem
Y sem U oa ] BOYIAIIAI Jo]
1Y31) 0) pey a4 |, JIQ00S 1I1118Q
Y] UMOP UINOIQ PBY WOSUIqOY
aijoer J1 |jeqaseq InBeay Jof
-ew pakeld daey {lam ydjw 19u
3yl 01 ysna o1 SIyij oym Jake|d
S1UQd) pIsou-pley B ‘UOS|{im

‘yoeosd
-de pue punoidyoeq uj ilede
sajod—alam A3yl 1eym wayy
apew pey saoduajzadxa :Enu
§ 0111 301)u Buo) puepyrQ UI SYIE
PIsS010 AD|1Y Pu¥ wos|im g

1198 S8 [1IDUN0D JY) JO SI3qUIIW
1830Q![ '9100}y AJBRN puB I31INS
ayofr e Inq Aoy 18 Ajuo 0u
popoldxa pey uosiip ‘18 131V

2dpnf 1an0) s0113dng e
SB SIPdA €1y WOl pawwals 1au
-UEW DAJIBIIIOYING PUE DU SIS
-Ul S UOSIIM 1EYY 1ydnoy) oH

s Ao|1y 1noge Fuiproy '} uyop
JOAEW-UIY] IS 0) JUIM UOS[Ip
‘FHMPJO qOu) IY 910joq QIAT

Paafosad atinb 19A0U 91Im QoW

UM] UL UIINIIG $IDU3IJJIP 3N
‘Yinn ui ‘ing pajeqe S8y WS>
-[113D 1eY) ‘SIU0OW U331 Ul

‘aajeuods
-31 3u1dq 10u sem AD|1Y W] Iy
JaAdUIYMm [jOUn0) A1) puepyeQ
Yy jo s3upeaw 1yBu Sepsan]
41 1e AO[IY 1B 1IN0 pIyse] uos
-lIM SquoW omy 1sdl] Yy o4

Ao
i ut paduldwoun jo Joqunu
Y3y 9y) Juj sqof uedw plnom
pedoy 9y 1ieyr duo —uu|idIl
“Ip JUALIJJIP B Ul AVD Ayl oxEy
01 pajuem Y mouy Aty BuQyor
Ul QW OU PAISEWM oS|Iy ‘Jow
-uins 1se] 3ojjo Juiyey uodn

Aydoso[iyd pue punvidyoeq ut
JoYie Yoed Wolj 10IIJJIp dJowr
UIIG JALY JUU PINOd oYm udw
OM) J00Qe JUC A|lEMSRQ W1 ysiu

sisAjpuy

1S€] [1ounu) K1) puepv( 9yl Aq
padaoar Sem UntIeuNised asollw
KOy S (1) JONEURY Al pue
UUS[IAY [ QUG JOSPIY Usomiog

MEQE PIOOM WSO
-1 Oyl qul Yl ©) pawolsny
<08 Jf UOS[IM S¥ 1BY) '10ADMOY
‘ydnoyy af] ‘uesiiy K131y Ay
wing] saou AJdue prums
PUY JUIALIRL 1 U Sew CAlaira
-1ad Aoy apquddeqjun ayg

‘[ennuwIniuul Sem ‘9atjjo
ut s1edA 0] 1Nje 100 Aem siy
uu CAupray] g auewwlojaad

A101S SOUVIS-IYI-puUtyay ayj,

ERLIER W TR A

NO YHLSHY 3

SHIM I ) W sl
DY PUE UOSILY [DUOF] j0 Wajed)
-SIIMIpe Jo JIEIN O4) PIALISGO
JEIA JSBf JUIUUYISNE JOYIOUR UO
Juiyer 04049q Uy 391807y “J33d0d
<31 [[®]§ A)) PURIYE() SIUNQIIL
oyt se Juiend 9fwjuea sy wod 4

ubisai o} papnap Aajiy Aym






The people around

This 15 the first of & Iwo-part series on Qak-
land Mavor Lioncl Wilson s judes and advisers
Todav: the mner circie.

By SCOTT WINOKURH
Mall Wrter

In their own view the people around Lionel
Wilson and the mayor himscelf are hke Duvids
battling Gohath. Their approach must be onginal
and their aim true if they are to have a positive
effect. And 1t wouldn't hurt having the Lord on
their stde—helping to get the City Center project
fully under way, for example.

Because impressive credentials and the best
intentions may nat count much in u city some
believe waits to die. fiscally and environmentally.

Asked which of Oakland’'s muny problems
must be solved for Wilson to earn tugh marks at
the end of his first term. Assemblyman Bill Lock-
ver, a strong supporter of the mayors. suld:
“Iicking onc s real bard.”

The Democratuic legisiator. whose district
ranges from Castro Valley to Euast Qakland. then
cited the following economic revitalization. jobs,
crime. houvsing and mnority hicing.

Interviews with mdre than a dozen Wilson
aides and advisers and the mayor himself show
that other mujor probiems perccived in and
around city hall are:

e a4 charter giving rcal power not to the
mavor and his assistunts. but to a ity manager,

e 4 soinctimes-pernicieus image ot Oakland
that makes 1t difficult to sur up sustained intcrust
in the ity

e tigher oxpectations among Oukland’s mir-
noriues that may go unfulltlled:

e the Jarvis-Gann nitiative on the June bal-
fot which, 1if passed. could bring the city to ity
knees by slashing property-tux revenues.

Nonetheless. Lionel Wilson and his people —
mainly hlack. male and 10 their 50s —are here and
thev are working hard. And the mayor 1s thinking
about 1980 “In order to achieve my goals 1 may
find 1t important to seek a second term. And .t
mav well develop that | sech 4 charter change.”
he told The Tribune.

Wilson and others belicve at least one major
goal already has bcen attained. communicaung to
Oakland's minonucs the fact that the welcome
mat 1s out at city hall these days.

- * -
L 4

Lionel Wilson was a fine athlete in his youth:
today, at 62. be plays an admirable game of ten-
nis. As mayor. be operates like the play-making
guard on a basketball team. gomng to his team-
mates only in areas where they are strong. The
resuit 1s that hard and fast disunctlons among
groups of advisers can‘t be pushed too far witb
tbe Wilson adrumistration. Some people advise
him some of the time, others on other occasions.

One associate summed it up by saymg the
mavor 18 a “loner © Another xaid he “keepy his
own counsel. ulumately anybody else will have a
himited tnfluence o um.”

Certainly. there 18 no Jody Powell or Hamd-
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ton Jordan in oy hall. And Wilson has no con-
fidant as close ta him as Bert Lance was tand
reportedly continues to be, unofficially) to Jimmy
Carter —unless it 1s Mrs. Wilson, whose judg-
ments. the mavor xaid. arc mncisive but perhaps
too biased 1n his (avor politically.

Toni Adams. tus chief administrative aide,
handles correspondence. determines who sees him
and represents Wilson at mectings he cannot at-
tend—for example. a gathering of businessmen
concerned about plans for the downtown area.
While a U.C. employee, she worked “very closely”
with Wilson duning his term as presiding judge of
the Alameda County Superlar Court (chairing the
criminal justice eammattee nf the grand jury.)
Later, Adums found time after office hours to
help out during the mavoral campaign. Neverthe-
ess. she suid today it's difficult for her to contest
the view. held by others, that she remains “pohita-
cally naave.”

She interrupied doctoral work in pubiic ad-
ministration to serve at ety hall. theorctically as
a liatson with municipal departments because of
her academic traiming. But Adums frankly doubts
that the ‘‘concepts” of the classroom—some of
which she's learned {eomy Golden Gate University
instructor Egil Krogh, an ex-Watergater she ad-
mires — have had a significant impact on her ety
hall experience. “A willingness to work haed™ 18
the main thing Tom Adums actually brings to
Wilson, she assericd

Others have f{elt the 3t-vear-old .ode. with
greatet access to the mavor thun any admunistra-
ton figure. also hrought what amounted tu «n
ohstructionist approach to her duties She was
overprotective of the mayor's ume. they said The
charges sting Adams. who in her nwn words s 7d
very sensitive person.”

“The press has portraved nic ax the iron
woman.” she complained. “That makes 1 harder
to get people to really understand” that the may-
or cannot dcal personallv with the 300 or so
monthly requests for tis presence.

“I'm the person nn the end ol the phone so
I'n fair game.” added Adams. rucfully

- * -

In November a handsome. weli-spoken Mcth-
odist minister named Charles Belcher took over
the other office that flanks the mayor’s The “Mr.
Outside™ of tbe Wilson administration. Belcher's
job is keeping the lines open between ity hail and
the community. particularly church-oriented
black neighborhoods. “Perhaps [ can factitate
meaningful dialogue.” he said. Like Toni Adams.
Belcher 1s paid $20.000 a vear and 1s flirting with
a doctorate—in minmstry

Belcher's relationship with the mayor began
in the late '60s when Wilson headed tbe Oukland
antipoverty program. As pastor of Downs Memo
rial United Methodist Church and president of Lbz
Interdenomunational Mimisterial Alliance, his path
and Wilson's crossed. Eventually Belcher would
leel free to call on the judge when the Alliance
needed legal advice.

“The trudiioo of black ministry has not been
a separation of the sacred and secular worlds it's
part of the nature of our calling to work for Lhe
liberatuion of the black peopic.” Belcher, 39, cx-

Lionel Wilson

platned. At electton time an the black church
there have been occasions when we rblack minis-
ters) have taken the ballot and indicated which
candidates and xsues would be worthy of consid-
eration. which would be good for the city at
large.”

Eloquent and trim. Belcher o star half-mul-
er in college—wouid scem ta be an effective
advocate for whomever he 1s backing. During the
mavoral campaign, he appeared on Wilson's be-
half at NAACD affurrs. schoul meetings and meet-
ings of community groops e admires ““the
judge” and “gravitated toward him” befare Wil-
son's candidacy More typically, however. Belcher
has been drawn to candidates he siaid “‘some
people would consider leftists

lic admitted his daily dunies so far huve been
ill-defined, bevond being the person at city hall
“who can suggest somc ethical dimension.” but
predicted s “low profile” wil vicld to a more
promunent role on the mavor's behalf, probablv
among ncighborhood groups 1n East and West
Oukland.

Mcanwtile. the mivor looks to him as a
spirstual covnselor and. someumes as the target
of muid jakes “lle hids me a iot about the minis-
tryv 1f | comen uand be think's I'm weaning a nice
suit, he ll sav. ‘Reverend, | see the sisters have
been treating you well”™ Or he’ll eall me "The
Reverend Muster Charles Belcher.! ™
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The people around Lionel Wilson

Cootioued from Page (1

The minster's evaluation of bis eity hall ex-
perience »o far: “humbling.”

A 4 -« *

Neither Tom Adams nor Charles Belcher 1s
invited when Wilson gets together with Don
McCullum, Norvel Smith. George Scotlan and
Zachary Wasserman to talk about moving Oak-
land toward liscal health. his chief goal.

The gatherings are irregular and the same
pcople aren’t alwavs there. But while Wilson and
his associates quietly try to discourage the view
among observers that he has ao “inner-circle” —
this would run counter to his widely professed
aim of maintaining an open admlinistration— he
does concede that Scotlan. McCullum and Smith
are men he sees [requently and men whose opin-
ions he holds 1p the highest regard. Zack Wasser-
man someumes makes a {ifth member of this
group. whose primary members are McCullum
and Smath, close associates of Wilson's for the last
20 years. :

McCullum succeeded Wilson on the Superior
Court bench: some people around Lionel Wilson
wouldnt be surprised if McCulluom attempted to
sveceed Wilson at city hall as well.

The two men appear to be entirely different.
Where the mavor seems reserved and intense,
McCullum 1s extroverted. relaxed and self-as-
sured. During an interview in his chambers he
said that among his goals as a Wilson adviser 1s
attracting new businesses to Qakland. Fortune
500 companies weren't quite enough, declared
McCollum: he wanted “the top 10 on the Hit
Parade.” Then he menticned the names cf some
of the biggest corporations in the world. “I'm

very. very pushy on creating capital instruments
[or the establishment of economic stability in the
commonity.” McCullum suid.

A “conservative radical” who bclieves he
brings to Wilson “the feeling of” the NAACP,
professional law enfercement and a number of
neighborhood groups. McCullum doubts that Wil-
son will be able to [vlly satis(y the voters who put
him into office. “But that's good.” he said, * Any
leader should be pushed.”

* * *

After a phone call to keep abreast of a
developing campus sitvation —a large marijuana
plant bad been discovered under cultivation on
university property —Dr. Norvel Smith, associate
vice chancellor for student affairs at U.C. Berke-
ey, torned to the question of Lionel Wilson.

“There's no doubt I represent two things te
him: a close friend whom he trusts and one of the
few people he’'s never had a major philosophical
conflict with over the years. Also. | represent a
cold bureaucratic type and he trusts my proles-
sional judgment.”

Smith was appointed to the Port Commission
by the mayor after critiquing the city manager's
office as a member of Wilson's transition team.
“If he had to make a decision tomorrow on city
government, [ think he would call me.” he said,
ciing his participation 1in a recent ellort te per-
suade Bullock's department stare te locate in
QOakland City Center (the i1ssue rermains unre-
solved). -

Smith described himself as “'a left-ol-cener
liberal Democrat™ who gets most of his 1deas on
international affairs Irem the Manchester Guard:-
am, on domestic issves, 1t's the New Repuhlic

The 53-vear-old career educator. a native of
Philadelphia who studied educational admimstra-
ton at Berkeley, has a distinguished record ol
public service in tbe Oakland area As first head
of the city’s human resources department. he
directed the Oakland antipoverty program (which
was under a board led by Licnel Wilson) unul
1968, when he became president of Merritt Col-
lege—and the first black junior college president
in California. After five sometimes-tumuvltuous
vears at Merntt. Smith in 1973 left [or the U.C.
post he holds today.

He said he believes it's necessary for Wilson.
his “mentor.” te lake risks in oflice. “With that
fine career behind um, he cap allord to.” The net
result? '] think we're going te sce some quasi-
revolutionary moves coming out of hrs leader-
ship.”

* - *

Therc were times back before the Second
World War wheo George Scotlan saved Lionel
Wilson's neck. It was only a game, true—basket-
ball at the YMCA —but Wilson often played like a
man possessed. “He was a guard, fast and fewsty,”

recailed Scotlan. “Anvume a beel would break
cut he'd be taking on the biggest man an the other
side. |le was going to save evervhody! We always
tried to restrain

Scotlan, 55. is a tall, Jow-keyed man with a
deep voice who ance he thought he could mahe 1t
as a prolessional baseball plaver. Today he s a
UC. official, chairman of Oukland's I’arks and
Recreation Advisorv Commission and a member
of the Alameda County Delinquency Prevention
Commussion. The closest he comes to the basket-
ball couvrt or any playing surface 1s the stands.
And Lionel Wilson vsually Is at his side. ] guess
we haven't missed a track meet here at Cal in
years,” Scotlan said. “ln essence it's ... a kind of
special friendship mainly tied in with cur interest
in sports. Just two guys who get along together.”

Scotlan's politics go about as far as the back-
yard fence. "1 complain about high taxes like
evervone clse.” But he helped out during his
friend’s campaign, organizing parades and social
gatherings. And Wilson taps him for a parucular
kind of advice. *I like to think of mysell as a
pretty wholesome, whole individual,” he said.
“I've been married 31 years and I've raised six
kids. 1 think ) represent the sohid family institu-
tion, someone vou can reach out to and get the
pulse of the people. | just tell him how | [eel
When it comes 1¢ problems of voung people. mine
18 a strong position: whatever we do for the city.
we have to bring the young people along. We can't
Just let them stand back and watch.”

Did Scotlan believe the maver actually could
positively allect the quality of lile in Oakland”

“1I | were to sav no..’ Scotlan replied. slowly.
“the balloon for a lot of people would break. |
think we have to think Licnel Wilson ean ... The
people have to huve something out there they can
be living Inr.”

- A 4 *

One day during the summer befere the 1477
election Zachary Wasserman. a 30-year-old attor-
ney out of Stanlord whe studied with state Sa-
preme Court Chief Justice Rosc Bird and prac-
ticed belare Wilson, teld Wilson he wanted to help
in the campaign. ever since then the twe men
have worked closely, Wasserman gratis.

His oflice convemently 15 located on t5th
Street, directly across iroem city hall, and he's in
and cut ol the mayer's office {requently. I this
admunustration has a Stu Eizenstat—Jimmy Cart-
er's point man [or domestic affairs—it 1s Wasser-
man.

The attorney” 1 suppose what [ like to say
when pressed is that I'm eounsel to the maver.”

Wasserman has been involved with econemie
development plans, state programs for Oakland
and the allirmative-action hinog plan for Hong
Kong U.S.A. “The tact that | am not there all the
time means in part | have the tume and distance
to look over ¢hungs, be a little hit of a trouvble-
shooter.” He also headed the mayor's transition
team and wrote a number of speeches for Wilson.

Wasserman said he thinks like Wlison—and
that's the key to their relauonship: “There 1s a
good play between us.” Though he's a lberal
Democrat who [first got his {eet wet politically
worlung lor Jeho Tunney. he declined to charac-
terize his contribution to the Wilson administra-
tion 1n ideological terms. “It's more practical.” he
said.

"One of my jobs was to put together in six
weeks as good an admunistration as possible .. |
think we did a fairly good joh, but | think we
could have done better.”

Tomorrow: The oater circle.
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Appendix F
Oakland Tribune
February 28, 1978

Lionel Wilson’s outer circle

This ax the sevond f g IWoO-(url Series on
(ahland Mavor Lione! Wilson s Closest associaies.

Hy SCOTT WINORUCTH

Sl Weiter

Lionel Wilsnn s enter circle includes a house-
wifc who argnes in pubhie with him and a re-
served. soft-xpoken corporauon presudent who ad-
mured Johin l{cading. the mavor s predecessor.

Between these two polex—m actoality, ity
council member Mary Moore aand Clorox presi-
dent Robert Shetterly - - (all.

e A populist councal member. Curter Gil-
more:

e A hberal attorney with o strong interest an

the environment. council member Jfohn Sutter:

e Two state legiskaurs, Bl Lockyver and
Nick Petris, whn passihly wall carry legislation
that would inercase diamaticatly the city s con-
trel aver husiness

e A hetund theseenes operative long active
Fasthay Doenocrat:e pobtus Ball Cavala,

e An independent stalwirt of Oaklund's hust-
ness comimunity ond one of Whie keading attorness
10 the area for g generation, pubhsher Tom Berk-
ey

S of these peopie —the elevted otficnals -
nbviously were thrust upon the maver hy the
voters Others are his i knowledged nutural allees
1 the unmediabe community

- - -

Mary Muire beheves dohn Reading and the
city coundils dunne s vears an offeee “didnt
really ke OQahland

“Thev hud o depressed techng about Ouk-

lund The Qukland they bked hadn 1 esisted for 20

years und they resented the changes. " Moore saud

s lonel Wilson s ehevetion was thie end ol readly, a
; dynuxty The Knowband-GOP dynasty

A personid sivie that ot umes verges on
heldness characterizes AMaore, 44, who n the
April 1977 cavwide clecton tablulated more
votes than any candidate bt one. including Lionel

I Wilson.
| The lack ut citice space had rankled her ever
since she joined the councll Sooan fanunary,
Moare transpurted cartons ot personal liles to
council chambers, which she then prunounced her
own before u cruwd of newspaper reporters and
| photographers 1t wus o grandstand play by 4
! woman who nonctheless s cvapabdie of telling a
: reporter, ' not o pudlic person: at’s hurd for
! me to focus on mysell .. 24 years of being a wife
and 21 of being a4 mother doesnt lend one 3 large
g0.” tShe later wus assigned space )

Moore's pollties arc hberal Democratic, for
1S vears she served as a party worker Among
her “heroes.” however, is radical organtzer David
Dellinger. “someone who will devete a good part
of his Iife to things he belteves 1n and 18 always
honorable...”

She sand she sees the mavor lormally and
informally several umes weckiy On occasion
thev rome into conflict because, s Moure said,
both are “indcependent. strong-iminded people ™
But she thinks they share “the same weorld view -
a higher, humamst one.”

“We had a minor row ut a council work
session,” she recalled. “One journalist xaid she
thought one of us was going to hit the other over
the head! We were debatung last-lood establish-
ments the degree nf control that should be

cxercised My point was that ~tahhishinents hike
that shauld be an approepriate arcas s that they
are not destructive to neighborhoods.

“The mayar’'s view wis that we need Jnbs su
badiy thatl we xhould not be thinking in terms of
limiing anything. He roared at tne, ‘llive vou
cver heard nf a poor environmentahist™

“What [ think.” Moore went on, “is that the
destructzon of the cavironment liurts the poor
before 1t hurts anyonce else.”

» - -

Last summer Curter Gilmore. Oakland's lone
bluck counc.l member (n addition to the mavars,
created g nunor sur after fhlly Carter used the
word “mgger” at an Qukiémd A'Ss party talmure,
a onctinke regionsl officer of the NAACE  di-
manded an apelogy. the l'resident's hrother re-
lused Billv sad he hadn tntended (L as o slur

Gilipore was campaigmng at the time ang he
took pinns to deny thid he mnervly wus soeeking
pubhicity i athers tnis mrght hive Hoeen difticualt
to swallow, 10 talmore 3t was not There s o
dircetness and simpheity of stavde ta this boreer
Texun thut distinguishes him from ather, peernaps
more highiy polished, meanbers of Wilson s anner
«nd outer cireles

In November  talnwre arvompanicd Wikson
to Nan Antemo Villa, o troubled East Ouhland
housing project  Tenants complained vigorousty
about garhuge problems  talimere told them to
phones hirn when cans hegan to overflow. protis.
g to come oul ond have o ook lamsell 71 have
hved an pubhie housing and | know what 1tas hine ™
Gilmore g 51-vear-old persoanel tnanager sad
at the e

What as talinore’s cantnbation to the Wilson
admiustration® A Upeople s perspective, Um st
Having any garmes.” he sad, noting with pride
that despite an income that weald cttable hun to
move awav, he hes remuined v the same bast
Qakiand ncighborhead  62nd Avenue  throvgh
bad times a5 well as good

innediate arca had o
cotpn ow

Fyery home inoan
Carter Gihinare siga duning thee
coald T move now 7 he askesd

- - -

Ot the dour-person hheral cocdiion un the
ity counetl -Wilson. Moore. Gilmore and attor-
ncy John Sutter-—-only Sutter s~ g veteran of the
Reading years, when he [requently clashed with
the former mayor on issues ranging lrom the war
1in Vetnam (Sutter sponsored a resotution calhing
for a US. pullouts to pohitaical cumpaign tactics

“Reading 1> suflering from a God complex
Sutter once told reporters

With Moore. he makes up the white, vnviron-
mentullv-oriented hall of the coaliion, temnpera.
mentallv, he appeans to be the more cautivus and
controlied ol the two.

Prior tn the emergence of Lionel Wilson ax
the dominant Democratic candidate 1n the mayoer-
al race. Sutter, 49, was rcgarded as a possidle
candidatc the chalienged John fteading for the
office (n 1973), today he ts viee tnavor o] Oak-
land

Satter s special contrihution as g counctl ally
to Wilson cames down to the matter of meinory:
“l think he sometimes asks me what happened
before, because |'ve been here since ‘71 Or |
volunteer.” Sutter also believes he's especially
uselul when certain nuts-und-bolts questions
emerge:

My .. background helps an dealing with the
buatoney . People will ask lor o variunee. They't]
say f we get a vartinee we ll crank out umpteen
goodies tButt.” Sutter continued. “we have Lo be
carctul we don’t goet inflated adeas about the johs
o« local pvestment wall turn out Ueaple wall
threaten vou: ~'Give us what we want or we |l
lcave Qakland.” You have to be leery...” <

- L 4 -

Democrat Nicholas Poetnis represents Qak-
lund in the state Senate. In the Assembty, the city
hus three legislators, nope of which represent
Oukland alune. They ure Democrats Bill Lockyer,
John Muler and Tum Batex The latier two cur-
rently don't figure as largely in Wilson's plaas as
do 1’ctnx and Lockyer, according tn one of the
Nayor's top advisers

“In terms of dynamus vou're going fo get a
lot out of Lockyer,” the adviser sad b carcer
IS Just beginmang Petms s wt the end of &
Cdresy

Bowhr men. added the adviser may be asked
to carry legintation now in the planning stage that
waould give the vty bonding power tor purposes
ot evonomie developmentr and the authoraty 1o
estiabhish basiness tax neenttves-—and disineen-
tives - in nrder to better regulate OQukland s eco-
nomie chmate .

Lockver s o stvlish autgmng voung legisla-
tor whose pohtical career dates hack. he savy, to
the sixth grade {lunging trom the walls of his
Oukland othee are photos ol the dead Kennedy
hrothers und slinn Qukiand schoals supserinteedent
Muarcus Foster  and a “Star Warns poster

Ile was very active on the mavar’s behalf
duning.the campuign, “mavbe mare construc-
Cootinued on Puge 12, Col. 1.



—— -

(‘u;ﬂmuqd rrom };ugc i1

PR -
tve. hoBhd. C1han any olnice-hotder tepe Tl
tell vod whiat s advice was durmg the cam-
pagn | said. % what's right | thunk Laonel

Wilson has very good insuncts

Lockver, whose district inciudes Fast Oak-
land. San lorenzo. San Leandro snd Castro Vil
ley. wants voters 10 review the mavor-city man-
aper sectinns of the charter, sections that hamsir
g anv Uk lnd masar wie wants fo b sereas
[1e 1T RAN RaY

Mo detimiteiv need to pat that tssue telore
the voters, s Ine assemhlvinan

L4 L] *

Mast peopie who go inta pahties relish eapo-
sure, Willium Cavala prefers anonvonty 1Us un.
hkely s msme ever will appear on o ballet. bat
the names that do appear - predomimately Cab-
forma and Eustbay Democrats -often as not owe
something to this vouthful U U Berkeley political
scientist who once roonied with  Arsemiblyman
Lockver.

Cavalo 18 an analvst of government. a taets-
t1an and an 1deotngue. “I'd xay I'm g party hock.”
he jokes. The party hiack has worked for Assem-
blvmen Lockver and LJdohn Alidier, D-Alameda
Jesse (‘nrub, Joe Alton, George McGovern and
Lionel Wilson 1 spend ume studving politicians
becaune they lascinate me

Observers deseribe Cuvala. 85, an “shrewd,
a “vory elfective clever, behind-theseenes troub-
teshonter

Becanase he diesat have 1o answer o the
Vorers Cavald s reigively tree to take unpopular
pasitions And right now. when b Government s
snathe My even o bberds, avaly s able to
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Lionel Wilson's election was the end
of a dynasty, says one associate

mintain a steadlast New-beal approach to the
problems of government

My presumption  he sand. s that af T am
ever af anv use 1ts beeause [ believe the country
was lailt by people whoe were atrind ol govern-
ment and as @ consequence splat up s risdics
tions into 100 ditferent (pohitical entitiesy

“1 think vou have to put the preves togerher of
vou re going ta achieve the gaais people rea-
sonahh expect trom governmert at tns point an
histary

One <uch goial s jobs Cavala heipeed Wilson
attempt to pick up the pieces atter the ety ost
out nn @ $17 millien 1 S Department ot Lahor
grant that would have created work for thonsands
ol vaung Quklanders

| spoke ta him JUSU to suggest that )
thaught he nught 10 take a ook ot our xituation in
Washington and mavbe spend some more time
back there 1o snore up our pesition with 1he
admuinistratunn | thought he had 1o re-evaluate
the role the city’s ohbvist plavs in Washingron s
that the right person® Does he hove the right
cannections” | doubted it We dent have the
grant

Far the record some weeks atter the grant
fell through. the oty dechned to repew ats can-
tract with the lobbyist

- - -

In terms of personal stvle  the ditferences
hetween free-wheeling Tom Herkley and Linnet
Wilson are enormaus One s somewhat Falstaft
uan - anvbody wha s cver heard Berkley's hooning
laugh ar seen him <lap his knee tn delight knows
there's 4 robust joculunity tu the man. The other
1s Oakland's answer to Prince {lul an avdacivus
beginner deternmined to have g serious unpact

I'nhke Shakespeare's ervatians, however,

Tom HBerkley and Lionel Wilson lsck the band of
true triendship Said Watson:

“Our refationshtp goes back a long way. but
1t hasn t been cluse | have been secing more of
him The interesting thing s that when we talk
about natinnal. mternational and local prablems
1's amazing how consistently we xec them - and
we're very different

Rerklev 62 pubhishes the Oukland Post, o
newspaper ariented e hlack and Chcenoe readers,
e also operates o large Ookland law firm and
has doevelapeyd housing tracts, apartment com
plexes and shapping centers an this stide and
Newvada

AL the saane tane, Berklev savs, Ins beart and
mind are open (o iefll-lcamng movemnents As o
voung man he orgumzed orunge pickers 1n South-
ven Califormsa Later, while o Lsw student, he
carrted o card in Hurev findges’ dock-workors
union And, 1n 1458 Berkley juorneved to (Muba to
witness the rise ot Fidel Castra. Todav. he vlaims,
Bk Panthers are waelvome in s olfice

“Hopeople want 1o eall me a conservanive
I'nete Tom, ey them' But 1 leel that I'm part ol
warld movement that s trying to change the pos-
mre of the underdog

“ 1 Anaw how 10 make money, 1 know how 10
use the capitglist system. But that's not what I m
inter

Down the line mv desire s to heip Lionel
Wilson ke tos o model ety that's hall black
and half white and in the process save the pation
Hecause the nation < n trouble

Berkiéy s hape 100 persons, 75 per cent of
themy Third Warld, hind pohs here during the Wil-
son adnumstration

Ihs goals  “As port commissioner. 11 do
what | ve done the last nine vears attempt to
inflirence the port to make jabx avatlable to
GQuhklanders. tand  das o Wilsan adviser), help mi-
aonity peoplhe

= The view from Hobert Shetterty's 24th-floor
oflice wauld be superb if the {latlands of Oakland
were anvthing to loak at, But they are not Large
open spaces where hames and businesses used Lo
stund suggest past devastation and the lack of any
comnutiment to the teture

Lauckily the Clarax president appears to have
4 good imagimation he can envision g hotel and
convennion center lust outside his window to the
sauth and, ta the west and narth, other new
huildings - 4ll part of the City Cemer project ta
which Shetteriv. as nedd of the Oukland Council
for Ecnnomic Development. s very strongly com-
mitted The subject domunates fns 2-3 weckly
muertngs with the mavor.

“The erime rate s important to smallir busi-
nexses jocated away from the central district The
furger carporalions con't seem 10 have any seri-
ous concern with enme.” That's how Shetterly
dismisses the [atalistie theory that downtown
Oukland cun’t be revitalized as long as it remains
J place many people—typically. members ol the
white middle-class —choose to avod

Is the color of his skin an advantage for
Wilson 1n the drive to revitahze Oakland”? In
contrast to most others around Lionei—Wilson,
Shetterly savs no

‘1 don’t think the racial or political affiha-
11on 15 too important. Certainly John Reading was
just as determined to see that the economy of
Oakland 1s stimulated as anvbody I'm a regis-
tered flepublican. However, that dilfercnce
doesn’t getl 1n our way at all in my opimion.”

Has Wilson danc anvthing that particvlarly
impressed Shetterly whove Clorox Corp —with
Kuaser Alominum and Comhined Communications
Corp . vwner of The Tribune - January pledged
$1 mulljon toward «4 City Center hotel and conven
tien center?

Shetterlv recalled Wilson's <peaking out
dpinst new environmental controis at a meecung
of the Assotiation ol Bav Area Governments
OCED perceived that the Eastbay community,
especially Ouklund, might lose more economitcal-
ly thao 1t would gawn cnvironmentally.”

Wilson. xdald Shetteriy, was ‘verv respon-

.

|
|
|
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Jesse Jackson s ‘Neutrality’
Angers Oakland Candidate

By Pearl Stewart ‘

Jesse Jackson heated up
Oakland’s mayoral race yester--
day when he refused to endorse
Wilson Riles Jr., the man who

headed Jackson’s East Bay °

- -

presidential campaign.:: . ::

Jackson, who insisted he is re-

maining neutral in the race be- °

tween Riies and incumbent Mayor
Lionel Wilson, was the guest of hon-
or at a $500-a-plate breakfast hosted-
by the mayor to help Jackson offset
a $700,000 campaign debt.

Riles picked Jackson up at the
airport and accompanied him in a
carto Gallagher's restaurant for the
mayor's breakfast, but he did not go
inside, saying he was not inv!ted.

Wilson said he sent word‘to
Riles that “he was welcome if he -

contributed the §500." = iyl 7".3

A visibly angry Riles, saying

that he had expected a Jackson en- s

dorsement, denounced ‘Jacksont
neutrality as a “betrayal.” Standing
briefly outside the restaurant, Riles
said, “He's not being neutral at all,
his association with the mayor hete
proves that." 3

Inside, Jackson sald q have no
plans to endorse anyone in this elec-
tion. I have great respect for the-
mayor and I have great retpect for
Brother Riles.”

He later added that he “had
worked with” Riles in the past, but
he did not acknowledge Riles’ role
as chairman of his East Bay cam-
paign.

Riles, an Oakland city council-
man, accused Wilson of “buying
out” Jackson, and said Jackson
“ought to have the guts to get out
there and support the people who
busted their butts for him durlng
his campaign.” . . {2

Jackson swept the Eighth Con-
gressional District in the primary,
earning all six delegates and the
two alternates to the convention.

Riles said that he asked Jackson
for his endorsement en route from
the airport yesterday. Jackson, he
sald, insisted on r~*

g,

JESSE JACKSON IN OAKLAND
He would not back a boclur

PR

(

either cmdxdate. ‘

"It Jesse expects to have a polit.
ical future in this country, he has to
be as upstanding and principled
about the people who support him
as he is about national and interna-
_ tional issues,” he said.

‘- Throughout the morning, Jack-
son's appearances, to raise money
for his campaign debt while urging

Appendix G

‘being repeatedly beckoned.

an end to the apartheid policies in
South Africa, were complicated by
the mayor’s race.

Jackson and Riles met up again

‘at an anti-apartheid demonstration

of about 100 people outside the of-
fices of the Pacific Maritime Associ-
ation, which represents shipping
firms, including some that carry
cargo to and from South Africa.

The demonstrators were large-
ly Riles campaign workers — and
Jackson supporters. Riles at first re-
fused to join the group of speakers,
‘which included Jackson, and re-
‘mained on the sidelines throughout
most of the demonstration.

Finally, after Jackson deliv-

‘ered a characteristically fiery at-

tack against South Africa and the
US. government, Riles joined the
circle of speakers — hut only after

~ In speeches to the crowd Rﬂs

:and Jackson put aside any personal
‘differences and urged the demon-

strators to stage “tea parties,” by
blocking the unioading of ships car-
rying cargo from South Africa into
San Francisco and Oakland ports.

Riles has introduced a resolu-
tion to the City Council urging the
Port of Oakland to reject cargo
from South Africa. -

San Francisco Chronicle
December 14, 1984
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Appendix H

San Francisco Examiner

December 30, 1984

[ '[02 ‘¢ 38ed 95—

PlO-1ea4$] € 30UAU0D O} :m:S bg.

8, ‘Pies 3y ‘sqof '3yl yum uaamg
«91doad 3uno£ ano 1oy sqof

*dn Bupuado uy 1s1sse 0) L1 [m Koy,

‘Pes ay quswdofpadp yipm wayy

"15188% 0) )dwiaye Ino Jof uanaa uy;,

"ePIUIB[Y U] Y1ed $50Y

“sng ofs] Aeq I10qJeH Ay} Yim iom

S|y uS_o uosiy ‘sdurexa ue sy
"pres
UOSTIM. ‘RUAP|sal Wa__z_x«o Joy sqof
pul} 0) sqInqIns guppunodins yim
YJom Isnur £350 3y ‘wdjqoad [guojdaa
8, §f yudwdodwaun asneddq Ing
-9]doad 3unoA a1jy 0} ssau|snq *
{800 338IN0JUS 0} JBAA XU [JoUn0)
Ansnpup ajealtd sAN0 oyl yum Af:

" mouy A3Y) 08 ‘UAIP(IYQ JPY} JO Juies:

~9S0[9 {Iom |[im oY pjes J048WI Y,

«40J 400] 0} JeyM}

-unod ayy yoeordde 0y moy mouy %EW

0s ‘syuazed Supeonpa ojuy Jajsnul ued:
M $ADIN0SAJ Jaadjeym Ind 03, $)105:
-} panupuod sioddns 3y pies 3H 1
. a—ooﬁwm

A1epuodss pue AmpjuswRia puepieo
up Aseniqaq uy udaq o) -pampeyos
SISSE[D UOJIBINP SnIp paoueudiers,
MU PN UOSIIA "UOJIN{OS U0 gy _
*JAp[0 318 A3y} uaym 82%&2_;

s1I[|ddns pue sid[eap 199MS StUOD

<q 0} pur ‘39jj0d 3y} Jo I3EIP JIPIO
Bujuizm ‘§)noxoo| auleoaq 03, SYINOA
sA1> ayy jo spaspliny adeanooud
—— uofjednpa Jood pug EaE»oEEw:: “
‘K11a0d Sujpnioup — swidjqoxd _«_oom H

. xaduioo” 85:3 o_.

' 3N
o B

uosfim
s PG wrﬁmw_s&ﬁ

uo. guenfiew E; 2418000 Eo._o__
1198 yewy s3ued 10§ Bupy1oM ouf ‘jooyas
9peId ‘Ul |IIs AWO0S ‘UAIPHYO sAIn|
Aduou 3nIp Moy pIqIISIP SIem Fnap
v:«&mo ) U0 SI|I08 JoujuIexy yed
-Inojy s __EoE :«. J0 1yed .S?H.nw

U om

ma Buof s¢ 3285“&@ Fuidoey bid
-oad m::g 331 Yjim danjsod mc__:
Quios op 0} skem pujj Isnu dp.,
323&2:
a)eoNpa pue Sujaj e ayew 07’ skem
s ureyy Fujpraodd 'syino b_._o__
- v&oaﬁozs Arremopued “yudus
-Aoidwiaun ‘uo yedusy 1918213 8 aypw
01'ST 5861 uJ 23ud]jeyo Jpfew O,
Joc 83 m:o?w (uo) :wﬁ 2o£ SIApS

Eoﬁ uo sund 1Pyl 3ugsn L Avy),
‘Pres.  uosum ,‘A[ereunyioy,,

’ v:a&«o uj spuaplIU| P
JeE+Enap u Y1eap 0} Joys uddq ey
ardosd 69 Ea& om) jsed ayy uj

« SUIINY Y3 8] puepieQ
U0 §100J 33 1Y3noiq £|(ead sey jeym,,
NG JOUWIBXT UL YIM MIJAIAIU] ue
uf pres JoAsul sy} ‘anbjun jou sy a1y
wa[qosd  3nip aisearad, ayg
‘s3nap
wody Aeme symnok pugpep J9IS
0} surgagoud [euoyjeonpa pue sqof Suj
-dojaaap s1 Lypsopad doy spy sKes uosiip
{auoyT JoAspy ‘sJued 3nap |8aga Suous
Quepen uado, Aq podaisoq st A
SIY J8Y) Bujpaouo) — ANVINVO
Y 1AM JJ8)s Jaujtuexy
_8::_:_2 BlR) oY

~ue|d Bnip-nue m,m,‘_c>mE puepjeo



83

Wllson lauds citizens in anti-drug war

—From Page Bl

- who's making $500 a weck as a drug
lookout 15 tike $150-a-week employ-
ment.”

“The strongest incentives” to keep
voung peopie away from drug deal
ing. Wilson said, are police sweeps,
anvady in effect, cracking down on
street deaiers and the arrests of sus-
pected major dealers, such as Mickey
Moore, taken into federal custody ear-
lier this month.

Many voung people now involved
in drugs “were born into violence dur-
ing the days of activism” of the 1960's,
Wilson said.

“They saw this type of activity, and
they were raised around it,” he said.

“It was different (in the '60s) be-
cause you didn't have this open war-
fare going.”

What must be pursued now, the
mayor said, is "a tough law enforce-
ment program that will show (drug
dealing) is a losing game”

“Significant progress” in the fight
against drugs has already been made
on the judicial and law enforcement
tronts Wilson sald 5o e L

“ . X > 1. -

The mayor also credited ordinary
citizens.

“The majority of the people are
fecling good about the city,” he said.
“They're getting involved in the
fight.”

Residents ali over the city have
become “more aroused, more coura-
geous” about informing the Police De-
partment about drug dealers, Wilson
said.

And that, he said, has led to in-
creased arrests of drug dealers.

A special 10-member police anti-
drug unit made more than 100 arrests
and confiscated more than 350 bags of
heroin, cocaine and marijuana in two
weeks after its formation early this
month, according to police.

Wiison said the unlt has been a
highly successful “crash program ...
to hit the areas where there was great-
er evidence of open peddling.”

Judges have begun “understand-
ing the problem we have,” he said, and
are starting to give tougher sentences
to drug dealers.

He said Alameda County District
Attorney John Meehan’s “no plea-bar-
gain” policy in drugdealing cases was

e n e @ ema v s

another major step forward.

He said Oakland must continue to
“substantially strengthen our neigh-
borhoods” and provide assistance for
small-businesspeople, especially in ar-
eas such as Eimhusrt that have been
plagued by drug dealers.

“Strengthening the businesses
helps strengthen the resldents,” Wil-
son said. ,

Wilson is running for a third term
as mayor. He is opposed in the Aprll
election by City Councilman Wilson
Riles Jr. .

In response to campaign charges,
Wilson said he has been a vigilant
fighter against Oakland's drug prob-
lems for years.

He said Riles had “politicized the
issue.” .

“The drug probiem is a community
problem,” Wilson said.

He said Police Chief Charles Hart,
also criticized by Riles, is "doing the
very best job he can, being as creative
as possible and using the resources
within the departmerit as effectively
as he possibly can.”

Community involvernent against
drugs is crucial, Wilson said.

The problem.- - -

and Alameda County District Attorney John
Meehan agree tojoin forces through a

-{" every two weeks on average — 59 i in the paat
‘I two years. The Tity’'s retail drug business is -
worth an estimated quarter of a billlon dollaro
a year. There Is open drug dealing on nearly
three dozen street corners. Only about 1 in ev:
ery 84 Oakland drug arrests resultsin a atate
prison aentanoe “h ,

The DI‘OMISOS i *ar ;.-m;;:“:: ot
“We have an obligation to our city to
marshal every resource available (to fight
drugs). We (must) prevent drug trafficking from

taking over our street corners and putting our
neighborhoods in fear.”

The progress

Dec. 3: A $15,000, consultant's report
discussing the city's drug problem is released.

The same day: The mayor's 13-member
tagk force, composed of local, state and
federal officials, met in closed session for five
hours. No specific plan of attack was
announced. The next meeting is Jan. 28.

Dec. 6: U.S. Attorney Joseph Russonisllo

1. There’s a drug-related murder in Oakland - - -
.bé deputized as special federal prosecutors

_Abuse and Control to Oakland for hearings on

— Mayor Lionsl Wilson, Sept. 20 1084

program In which'local district attorneys can

and thus steer Important drug cases into
federal court.

Dec. 9: Rep. Pete Stark, D-Oakland,
announces that as soon as Congress
reconvenes in January, he will bring the
congressional Select Committee on Narcotics

the city’s drug-gang “crisis.”"”: ...

Dec. 10: Milton “Mickey” Moore, suspected
ringleader of the Family drug gang, is arrested
at his Oakland home with $100,000 worth of
heroin and cocaine, a rifle equipped with a
silencer and a bulletproof vest. The police turn
him over to federal authorities for prosecutlon.

Dec. 12: A nawly formed police task force
begins a dally program of sweeping drug “hot
spots” to roust street-corner dealers. Police
arrest 18 dealers in the first day.

Dec. 18: Assemblyman Elihu Harris,
D-Oakland, says he will push legislation to
create a “Targeted Urban Crime Narcotics
Task Force,” with a two-year budget of $4
million, to speed the prosecution of drug
dealers.
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In the ten years §g

since he was elected -

Oakland’s first black -
mayor, Lionel Wilson has

quietly dominated Qakland’s" §
sleepy political arena.”

But today, under mounting

criticism from both

A

Y ‘,‘;
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wardonmﬂ:eﬂoormdhadtobemmed%
mnoftbccmmdlchamhu:mam'etcb-
er. Protesting all the while that be was -
ﬁne.themayormhadedontoanam—‘”
" bulance and taken to Kaiser Hospital, "
where be spent the night in the intensive *
mremOvu'thcncniewdays,Wﬂ-
son’s staff dismissed any suggestion of _:
samxshnkhpmﬂans,aplammgtha:;
his fall had probably been caused by a = B
mild overdose of bursitis mcduzncn.
Two weeks later,- however, "-_
were again callingthe mayor's office,

. 00 TUmors o

il

themanuwasthzxthemayarhadbeen
admitted to Seton-Hospital in Daly City—-
to have an elective double opera- .,
tion—and hadn't notified either the City
Coundil or the press because he wanted a
few days of privacy. Such privacy may
not be an unreasonable desire for a ghoe
salesman or 2 PG&E technician, but the
mayor of 2 major American city does not
normally expect to be able to have clan-

S =" THE ASSAULT ON

SONIA

* By Alex Lauront "‘* 3




WILSON

continued on poge 1

For some reason, local politics has ..

never developed much of a following in.

QOakland. More than one organizer has

looked at the city’s demographics, noted
the number of very serious urban prob-
lems—crime, unemployment, and neigh-
borhood deterioration—and concluded
that it should be a fertile seedbed for
political action. More than one organizer

has tried, failed, and given up, conclud-

ing that Oakland is some sort of mystify-
ing vacuum when it comes to politics.
Every now and then a neighborhood
preservation association or a community
agency will pack a City Council meeting,
butordmanlyyoucanmaswedof
finding a seat in the 252-seat council

chambers, with considerable elbow room *

to spare. During the last mayoral elec-

tion, in April,. 1985, only 23 percent of .
registered voters came out to the polls, [
lesthanhalfthemnnberwbovotedm:,

November, 1986, -
MayorWﬂson,whowasmelectedtoa
third term, interpreted this low turnout
as a sign of satisfaction with his perform-
ance in office—and in a way, he’s right: If
there is one area in which Wilson can be
seen has having had extraordinary politi-

cal success, it's in ensuring an atmos-

phere of stolid moderation in a city that
routinely elects the most liberal represen-
tative in Congress and the most liberal
members of the state Assembly. Neither

a particularly exciting speaker nor much -

of a diplomat, Wilson nonetheless has
been able to exercise considerable power
in less visible ways, through endorse-
ments and fundraising. In direct conflicts
between Wilson and the more liberal
“Dellums” wing of the Democratic Party,
the mayor has come off the winner more
often than not, blocking rent control, for
instance, and preventing candidates sup-
ported by the congressman from winning
seats on the City Council and the county
Board of Supervisors. -

Wilson has generally won these fights

N0

fhxghontheavﬂmmmhnwzs

with the support of the conservative hills -

vote, moderate Democrats, and generous
campaign contributions from real estate
and business interests. In palitical circles,

people often draw a distinction between
the “North County” progressives (Con-
gressman Ron- Dellums, Assemblyman
Tom Bates, and Supervisor John George)
and the “South County’” moderates
(State Senator Bill Lockyer, Supervisor
Bob Knox, and whoever the chairman of
the county Democratic Party Central
Committee happens to be). Like Oakland
itself, Lionel Wilson is smack dab m the
middle of this north-south split, and more

January 23, 1987 exeess
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(3

us

Once there was talk
about a"Dellums,
Bates, George
machine,” but it'’s
interesting to note that the
progressives have not been
able to make a smgle
" important inroad into

Oakland politics since 1979.
This is in no small part due
to the moderating
influence of
Lionel Wilson.

RS .

often than not, be has helped tip the
balanccfmmnonhmsomhandfmmleft‘

to center. -

to the potential of running a black Demo-
crat for mayor—aithough they hoped to
find one a bit more in the mainstream
than a Black Panther member. A superior

mtmdgewhohadmcenmtbeut}’s-
anh-povertymam,hmelwnsonwas

the choice.

Born in New Orleans but raised in West
Oakland, Wilson attended UC Berkeley
as an undergraduate and received his law
degree from Hastings in San Frandsco.
a}ﬂsamwppatuofcvﬂr@ts,

refused a postal service job. Later he
played semi-pro baseball and did well
enough to make the Bay Area All Star
team; every member of that All Star
team went on to the majors except Wil-
son and one other black player.

It’s a historical irony—one that vet-
eranOaklandpohnmlrcpomsddom
tire of'pomnng out—that Wilson's 1977
campaign was greatly helped.by organ-
izers from the Black Panther Party (the

irony being, of course, that Wilson has |

proved to be such a conservative mayor).

His victory sparked widespread eupboria
~ coundil to five—all of them Wilson allies,

among white liberals, some of whom pre-
dicted the rise of a powerful new coali-
tion of minorities, women, labor, en
vironmentalists, and other - progressive

groups—and indeed with Wilson Riles
Jr.'s election to the City Council in 1979,
Ron Dellums in the House of

) . tatives, Tom Bates in the state Assem-
twasle?SthatBobbySales‘ i Tob =

bly, and John George on the Board of
Supemsoxs, the progressives seemed to
be gaining momentum. At one time,
there was even talk of a “Dellums, Bates,
George” machine. It's interesting to
note, however, that the progressives
have been unable to make a single impor-
tant inroad in Qakland.since the 1979
election; this is in no small part due to
Lionel Wilson's moderating influence.
The 1979 election marked the original
break between the progressives and Wil-
son. The mayor supported Wilson Riles,
but opposed a white prograsive named
Marie Converse, who was, in turp, beat-
en by a white moderate Democrat,

)g;bson,'l‘hathrt.hOaklandseat, -

+im whit 'should be a progressive strong-
hold, has been a continual source of frus-
tration for the Dellums Democrats—es-
pedallysinoethe 1980 passage of a dis-
trict elections initiative. After the council
went to district elections, the progres-
sives ran a black candidate, Cassie
Lopez, against Gibson and lost again. In
1983 two more black candidates were

. elected to the City Council: Leo Bazile,

an attorney, whose district is in East
Qakland, and, in West Oakland, Aleta
Cannon, an administrative assistant to
- Assemblyman Elihu Harris., This
brought the number of blacks on-the

with the exception of Riles.
In 1980, Wilson began to show a more

conservative streak when be successfully

led the campaign against an inidative
strong rent control. On most social
sues, Wilson is a moderate liberal, but
: certain areas, particularly where the
has been a conflict between environm:

" talists and developers, Wilson is cons

erably to the right of Dellums, Bates, a
George ("*Have you ever heard of a pc
environmentalist?”’ he once retorted). .
a mayor, Wilson has always believed

the link between development and jo!
"I think to a certain extent, the may
personally believes that what is good :
developers is good for Qakland,” sz
Wilson Riles, Jr., who ran against t
mayor in the 1985 election. Some crit
have argued that after taking office, W
son simply adopted the platform of 1
1977 Republican opponent, Dave Tuc
er, taking a '‘business as usual™ approa
and establishing downtown developme
and “revitalization” as the main order
business. In the 1985 race, the mu
substantive criticism made by Riles w
that the mayor had emphasized dow
town development at the expense

neighborhood revitalization. But the

sue never caught fire, and Riles's und
financed campaign never went ar
where. The mayor won with sixty p
cent of the vote,

{ East Bay liberals proved to 1

quite wrong in their original op!

mism about the effects of Wilson
election on local politics, some other o
servers were much more prescient. Soc
after Wilson's election m 1977, Pa
Cobb, then director of a group calle
QOakland Citizens Committee for Urbz
Renewal, had predicted that a natural 2
liance between “minorities and industry
would come out of the Wilson elector
and he was close to the mark. In his se
ond campaign, Wilson was supported b
the same downtown business figure
who had supported Dave Tucker fou
years earlier. The reservations th
business establishment had had abot
Wilson were apparently forgotten.

The “natural alliance” between Wilso
and Qakland’s business establishmer
was strengthened still further by th
mayor’s high-profile opposition to Oal
land's rent control proposition. Fror
1980 on, campaign contributions fror
property managers, landlords, realtors
and developers began to flow more free!

- into the “Mayor’s Fund for Oakland.”

* As smooth as the transition seemed t
be, however, there is an important di
ference between Wilson and the ol
downtown establishment and it lies in th
obvious question of race. A new capitalis
form of black power came into being i
QOakland along with the Wilson admin

stration, and its battle cry and chief de
continued on poge I
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W]LSON

mandwas"mmm'xty ty" L

As a slogan, minority equity is less
bold - and threatening than “black
power,” but as an official policy, it is a
fairly radical idea, one that stems from an
even more radical economic disparity. If
you compare the average annual income
of blacks to whites, there is a definite im-
balance, but if you compare financial as-
sets, the differential is much more pro-
nounced. According to the US Census

Bureau, the typical black family in Amer- .

ica has a net worth of $3,397, less than
one-tenth the net worth of the average
white family. Mmmtyeqmtyxsaxmedat
giving minorities a piece of the action by
forcing developers to have minority part-
pers in multi-million dollar projects. Un-

fortunately, such a policy immediately.

faces one practical obstacle: there are

very few black inyestors who have that :

kind of money to invest. Consequently, it

is frequently the same small number of -
black investors—~who, im Oakland's case, -

are frequently friends and supporters of
the mayor—that get top consideration

ﬁomtheatymdcvelopnmldcals.A.

white city councilmember once com-

plained that the goal of local goveriment -

should not be to create black millionaires.
Nonetheless, increasing black wealth has
d&rlybeenagoalmtheWﬂsonadmm-
istration.

By trying to use.political power to
achieve economic power, the Wilsonians
are, of course, following a well-establish-
ed American tradition among poor and
disenfranchised ethnic groups. It is pos-
sible to push the analogy too far, but
Oakland blacks, like the 1Sth century
Irish in New York and Boston, are by

and large first or second generation im-"

migrants from backward rural areas,

" who arrived (or whose parents arrived) in
* the big city and were immediately at a .

relative disadvantage in terms of educa-
tion, job skills, and financial resources to
the earlier, assimilated immigrants. And
" obviously Oakland blacks were at a much

disadvantage than the Irish be- :°

greater
cause of the much higher level of racial
resistance. s

'Lnadditionto-ﬂdsm,bowever,ﬂ-xcre'

was also a big problem of timing. Charter

of all, general economic decline have
made city politics less hucrative than in
the past. These days most city politicians
hayetoworkhshwyexs,admmstxatxve

and the ability to
hobnob with-influential people. But the
political ‘campaigning that's required to
hold on to'these perks is becoming in-
uusmgly*expenszve.'l‘hctzbcanasﬂy
run as high'as $50,000 for a closely con-
tested race. For candidates who are not
personallys wealthy, that money has to
comcfmm'mewbem.

LRE9T SN
nmostm.thepotmmldonors
withi-the biggest

there 'are:two major developments
worthy of note, the Chinatown Redevel-
opment . Project and the City Retail Cen-
ter, a major shopping district which city

-planners [thope to~ establish~downtown

near the spacious old d store,
Emporium Capwell’s. In the fall of 1985,
ahostofdcvdopmcntﬁrms,mosﬂyfmm
outside ‘the Bay Area, were competing
for city contracts to undertake these proj-
ects. It wasn't surprising when generous

dmat:onsfmmsomeofthebxdders

,>(, )

oegan to show up in the campaign dis-
closure statements of city elected of-
ficials.

-* 'What was more disconcerting, how-

ever, were indications that some elected

officials were aggressively courting con- ‘
ing fundraising

tributions, holding dinners
before deciding on important counci

"mu.:elandtzl.dnginlargemmsﬁ'omin-

terested parties. Councilmember Aleta
Cannon, for example, raised $15,000 at a
fundraising dinner at Gallagher’s Res-
taurant in October, about a month before
the Council vote on the Chinatown Rede-
velopment Project, and received $4,250
ﬁomtwodevelopmmtteamscompeﬁng

* for the project.

“My mind was made up [about the
Chinatown project] long before any of
those contributions were made,” says

‘Cannon, who says she likes to have ber

campaign fundraisers during non-elec-
tion years for reasons of simple practical-
ity. “'If you wait until election year, then

.all the candidates are [fundraising] at

once, and everybody is asking for contri-

- butions from the same people. My con-

cern is with the skyrocketing cost of
campaigns. I don’t think the contribu-
tions my colleagues receive have any ef-

‘fect on their votes. I know it doesn’t af-

fect my vote.”

Mayor Wilson, who was reeleaed in
April ‘'of "85, held a fundraiser in Decem-
ber of 1985, a month before the council
voted on the downtown retail center, ex-
plaining later to inquiring Tribune report-
er Kathy Zimmerman that he intended to
donate the money to the statewide Dem-
ocratic Party’s races in 1986, the 1987
council races, and the presidential race in
1988. As Zimmerman reported, during
the six months covered in the mayor’s
January 1986 financial disclosure state-
ment, the mayor received $17,000 in con-
tributions from the development teams
who were interested in the retail center
and Chinatown redevelopment projects.

"I wasn't aware that it was that much
money,” he told the reporter. “I don't go
over the contributions because I don’t
want to know who contributed or how
much it was.’A contribution to my cam-
paign doesn’t mean it in any way influ-
eaces my vote.”

A quick analysis of the contributions
gives some support to the mayor’s con-
tention. Although the winning team in
the shopping center project, the Rouse
Company of Maryland, gave Wilson’s
fund $4,500, one of the losing teams gave
him even more, nearly $4,800. On the
other hand, the winning development
team in the Chinatown project had given
the mayor about $6,000 while the losing
team had given him nothing at all. It's
impossible to prove that this or that con--
tribution influenced this or that vote, but
there is a growing concern that the sheer
size of the contributions by special inter-
ests is corrupting the system. “There is
more money in local campaigns,” says
Wilson Riles, Jr., who's up for reelection
in April, “and the amount of money eom-
ing from developers is growing. It's start-
hlgtoappearthatyoumn’twinamm-
paign unless you have big money, and
youmntgetbzgmoncymlwsyouge( it
from real estate.”

“It gets to be a situation of continual
fundraising,”” says Mary Moore, the
councilmember from the Lake Merritt
area. “Fundraising whenever there is an
excuse. And then you're into a mode like
Sacramento and Washington of perma-
nent fundraising so'you-have a perma-
nent war chest.”

Most large California cities, including
Los Angeles and San Francisco, have
adopted local regulations to limit the size
of campaign contributions and discour-
age the possibility of vote buying or in-
fluence peddling. For quite some time,
the League of Women Voters and others
have talked about pushing for campaign
reforms in QOakland, but until recently



nothing was ‘actually done. The revela-
tions .about developer . contributions in
early 1986, however, gave a new smse of
urgency to those who supported reforms.

lnlateDeocmber wmmmmmx

nances and would push to have them in~
cluded on the April ballot; political ob--.

servers were. interested. The three coun-

cilmembers included two bberal Demo- -
crats, Riles and Moore—and thé coun:.
al'slastmmxmng'_wmtechtﬂﬂxzn. 1

DxckSpes.

f you were asked to xmagme thc
sortofpersonwhowouldgoona
crusade against the influence of big
money in local politics, Dick Spees might
not make your short list. A senior execu-
tive with the Kaiser Aluminum and
Chemical Corporation, Spees serves as
treasurer of the political action commit-
tee for the California Manufacturers As-
sociation. He knows how to raise money.
After the Democrats won control of Oak-
land city government in the late '70s and
early '80s, Spees and Frank Ogawa were
the only two Republicans remainirg on
the City Council. Spees, however, is
quite a bit more liberal than the average
Republican—an “Oregonian Republi-
mn," be calls himself. He has been more
“liberal”’ than the mayor, particularly on
environmental and issues.
On the Oakiand coundil, though, ques-
tions of party or ideology have come to
be less szgmﬁmpt ;han qusucns of byal
ty.

Forabw:twomontbs,thethmemm-
cilmembers worked quietly with the city
attorney’s, office to draft sweeping new
reform measures.. A .Municipal Cam-
paign Contributions Act would undercut

the flow of political contributions by put- . .

ting a $500 limit on individual (and cor-
porate) contributions to any Oakland
elected officdal. Just as significantly, it
would impose a $500 cap on the amount

87
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“It 8 startmg to appear like
you can’t win a campalgn

" unless you have big money,”
says

Councﬂmembe,r Wilson
Riles Jr., “and you can't get
blg money unless: you get it
from real estate.”

»ofixioneytharoodldbeuapsferredﬁnm
. one campaign fund to agother. It would

also ensure that campaign committees
would file up-to-date disclosure state-

ments on the Monday before any given .

election. (Often candidates file late cam-
paign disclosures, so some of the con-
tributors can’t be identified by the public
until after the election.) Meanwhile a sep-
arate Municipal Lobbyist and Conflict of
Interest Act would force lobbyists to reg-
closures with the city, listing amounts

given to city officials. It would prevent -

days of an election, and it would prevent

-city officials:from accepting contribu-

uonsfmmlobbwstswhxlea”;moeedmg
mvolvmg a license, permit, or entitle-
ment is pending and for three months
preceding the decision.”

Armed with this shiny new reform
package, Riles, Spees, and Moore began
the fight to put it on the April ballot. The
showdown would come in the City Coun-
cil chambers.

DR BHE
n unusually large crowd of spec
tators was in attendance when
the January 6 meeting of the
Oakland City Council was called to order.
Though most of these onlookers were
there to protest a proposed, tough new
animal control ordinance, .they soon
found themselves watching a brief but
vitriolic procedural fight between Spees,
Riles, and Moore and the rest of the
co.mcﬂ. L deanis
When the three ocouncilmembers had
introduced their reform measures, the
mayor had reacted angrily, saying it was
unreasonable to try to put the grdinances
on the April ballot. Since he:had to be
away on business on January. §, he gave
thcgaveltooneofhxsstauncbestloy—
alists,--Frank . Ogawa.. qu.mayor's in-
su'ucumswemqmtedear 42 vl
“This item is on the agenda with no
discussian prior to this evening,”’; Ogawa
complained. ““To have this kind of ordi-
nance come before us at the last minute
is unfair to the other members of the
council.” Ogawa went on to read a letter
from the mayor, in which Spees, Riles,

and Moore were accused of preparing
the ordinances in secret. (In fact Spees

. had sent the ‘mayor a draft of the ordi-

nances on December 19, but the other
councilmembers had not seen them until
later.) Wilson's letter contended that

°  there was not adequate time for the coun-

cil to consider the ordinances before the
deadline for putting new measures on the
April ballot, January 15. “Is there signifi-
cant evidence that council members have
succumbed to financial interests in voting
on issues,” asked the mayor’s letter, *‘or
is this more of another [sic] political
smokescreen based upon personal inter-
ests and/or ambitions?’ This last innu-
endo appeared to be aimed at Dick
Spees, a possible, although undeclared,
candidate for the 1989 mayor’s race.
Bitter exchanges are not uncommon
during Oakland City Council meetings,
but the organized dissident front that
persistently argued its case that night
was somewhat unusual. With at least a
fiveemember majority on nearly every
issue, Wilson has been very effective at
keeping the lid on council meetings, and
ordmarily when the dissidents are on the
losing end they quietly abstain or vote
no.” Ogawa moved swiftly to put an
end to this peculiar situation and squelch-
ed further debate by referring the ordi-
nances to the “rules and procedures”
committee of the council. Ordinarily, as
Spees angrily pointed out, new ord-
nances would go to the legislative com-
mittee. By referring it to the rules and
procedures committee, which consists of
Wilson and three of his strongest sup-

. porters—Carter Gilmore, Leo Bazile, and

Aleta Cannon—Ogawa had ensured that
the measure would not be considered be-
fore the January 15 deadline. Ogawa said
later that the waymeordmanoehadbem
introduced was ‘“very improper,” and
that was why he sent it to rules and pro-

cedures with a one-vote council majority.
continuved on poge 12



D a grand suite with a towering
view of the smoggy lowlands of down-
town Oakland, and could symbolize-the
time before Wilson ‘was elected, when'
Kaiser, Clorox, and the Knowland-own-
ed Oakland Tribune exercised a form of
power that was even .more direct than
the influence of big developer money in
elections. Some political .observers, in
fact, view the increase in political contri-
butions from developers as a welcome
sign of pluralism, or at least a decentral-
ization of power. But there is also a sense
that with the escalation of campaign
costs, both at the state and local level, 2
lot of businessmen' are simply.sick and
tiredofbeinghitupformoncybythepol-
iticians. - “It's absolutely gross,” .said
Spees, “Sitting on my desk right now are
about” four letters from.assemblymen
who have hit me up in the past five days.
Every day  they. have . fundraisers.’
They‘re creating bills. up there that are
called ‘juice bills," that they :can.raise

money around. - They raise these Jarge -

sums of money and move it around from
one campaign to anotha The milk of
politics is money. - el St

“Therelsalwaysasu'ongtanptmon,
when you have big developers domg
things, to view the city opportunistically,
and I think it’s really important for Oak-
land to maintain a really squeaky clean
political environment. One fear is that
Oakland will get the reputation of being
for hire and, when developers come into
the city, that folks are all over them like

locusts, saying, ‘I know how to get you

five votes on the City Council.’ We don't
want to have that kind of reputation,”
Good developers don't want that. They

floor of the Kaiser Building. It's.
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The possxbility of an’
a]hance, no matter how
temporary or tacit, between
*good government”
Republicans and grassroots
Democrats to ‘‘clean up”
- Oakland politics is an
" entirely new political
development—and an
‘ominous one
for the mayor.

@
b
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mmomycagd;dat& who in an Oakland more oomphmted As it now stands,

citywide glection, would not have the money can circulate quite freely between

‘same acoesg $9 Jarge numbers of corpor-  the campaign committees of state, coun-
ate or busipegscontributors as a candi-  ty, and local elected officials. Elihu Har-
date whqgoymes out of the business or ris, for example, contributed $2,500 to
corporate.community?”’ .Spees argues his administrative assistant, Council-
thatdnsz;pg@,lnonsm“lhavethe member Aleta Cannon, in September of
hesays. “because I'm a  1985; she, in turn, loaned $15,000 to the
..I'm treasurer of e.ffortt.oelectDonPeratatot.heAla
thcmtq,E,ACiortbcCMAandI'mvery meda-Easthk]andmtontheco\mty
'hmﬂm‘w}gbghnsmﬁ.l’mwﬂlmgmm Board of Supervisors. Cannon also lent
myself undeg; this because I believe pas- $5,000 to last November's campaign to
sionately that we need restraint.” Logt- pasthecmmtytmnspomnon&lwtu,
mlly, it would seem that a member of the Measure B.
. "corporate;community” would be more -Wxthmoneypa&nngimmonemm
abletom,semoneymlargechugkslfor paign chest-to anather,{racing apy_evi-
‘there are aly so many large corporations  dence of undue possible influence to an
like Kajser,and Clorox..Some observers, original source becomes that much more
-mfact‘nkghevethatthempmxght difficult. A state legislator who has ac-
strengthen the hand of lobbyists, who cess to huge amounts of money from
would be moore skillful at lining up large state PACs and lobbyists may donate
numbers ,0f - small :contributions.. The funds to a city councilmember who then
other ordjnance, however, would restrict may donate it to some other candidate,
the activities of lobbyists, so on the leading to a situation where money from,
balance; they would ‘probably-stand to say, th
loecmﬂuenccxfbothmmwereever Repossessors is helping to pay for cam-

the "State Association of Licensed

paign mailers in an East Oakland school &
- the main contributors were contractors,

\ From a polmcal standpomt, however,

board race. Undoubtedly, there would be

don't want to get invalved in that kind of ., the most significant reform might not be no direct influence on the school board
system,Wewantwhavntbercpmawnu thempm.mdmdualcomribtmons,bm .by the State Association of Reposses-
ofbanganopmandd&naty Oakland - the $500 limitation on transfers from one  sors. The mioney would no longer be
has always been a clean city. " 554 .. ¢ i campaign chest to another. Every now serving its original purpose, and would

% "M,sa]soammmem’@ﬁmdthm.adcvelopamayﬂymtoOak--’-nowhavebemepartofanmspeaﬁed ‘

tem is skewed in favay of incumbents be;. -{and.and drop $1,500 into the mayor’s political pool, making the question of in-
cause of the cost of campaigns, and jn ™" Campaign chest, but that contribution is “fiuence 2 matter between politicians.
order to maﬂxmn‘thueforanmtowemtbemayor's When the Democrats won a majority
lcvel.lﬁrmlybebcveﬁ:ere.has‘_tqbe* campaign * disclosure statement and, - on the Oakland City Council, there was,
Whndofhmﬂx?-_. SR, 2 since the mayor’s vote is recorded by the  for the first time in decades, a network of
R SEAEAL L PR -+ City Clerk, connections are fairly easy to  like-minded politicians operating at the
nthcleua.thatankngwadedmk’amthcshxfnnganmmof state, county, and local level. Historical-
ItotheCityCommdl.Mayu:Wibon city, county, and state politicians, all hav- 1y, California has had a very weak party
posed “an .question:’ ~ ing access to different sources of fund- suucnnc,andasamdt,eﬁortstode-
Would, as he put it, “a flat cap on cam- - .ing, that the picture of political contribv-  velop raise money, and ce-
pa:gnoonmhmonsnnpaamfaniyupon tions and " political influence becomes ment alliances have to a great extent

’

fallen on the shoulders of individual elect-
ed officials, people like Lionel Wilson,
Elihu Harris,: and "State Senator Bill
Lockyer, themostmﬂumnaloft.hcmod
Democrats.

.Aiorme:rcountypanychaxrman,

1" Lockyer has been a Democratic activist

since he campaigned for Adlai Stevenson
as-‘a;sinh-mder, .and he has been
described.in the press as someone who
“lives, breathes, and eats politics.”'As a
Democrat, it -was always frustrating ‘in
Qakland,” says Lockyer. “You'd have a
city .that was overwbelmingly Demo-
cratic, but it kept electing Republicans.
For decades Oakland was dominated by
the Knowland business establishment.
That changed rather dramatically when
Lionel Wilson was elected. [ have a feel-
ing there are now multiple competing
elites rather than one somewhat united
group. What tends to happen is power is
more distributed and there is more com-
petition between different perspectives
and philosophies and geographical con-
cerns, which would increase the total
amount of .campaign money in the sys-
tcm.Bmxtmxghtamxallyreduoethegnp
of any particular interest, because there

.would be more cancelling out.”

he "alliance between city and

county -Democrats has clearly
redumdthemﬂumoeofoorpor

but it has also reduced
thcmﬂumceofthemomleﬁ;st,ldeolog
ical Democrats like Tom Bates and Ron
Dellums. :Moreover, " this, alliance has
existed despite a very real conflict of in-

mont. A good exarnple of the conflict was
Measure B, the one-half cent sales tax to
fund highway improvements, road re
pairs, and mass transit needs that was
easily passed in November. The Measure
B Campaign Committee described itself

 as being "a lot of people sick and tired of

sitting in tmfﬁc, but a qmck-onge-over
of campa:gn statements indicates that

realtors, leasing agents, lending institu-

tions, home builders, construction prod-
uct suppliers, and large property owners

.—the interest group known collectively

i Sacramento slang as “‘the sand and

. gravel boys,” Driving down the Nimitz

Freeway south of San Leandro, it's easy
to see why these interests were eager to

'_pasthetz:therearehugesubdxmons
with hundreds of partially constructed

bomes right next to the 1880 corridor.
The traffic jams are bad enough as it is,
but once those new townhouse owners
start driving w work, the Nimitz could
begin to rival the Long Island Express-

way.
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The spending plan for the.tax was.
drafted by a subcommittee appoiated by
the county supervisors. Last yeara small. .-
scandal erupted when the Oaklend Trib-
une revealed that two members of the -
Umoanty Newark, San Leandro, Hay- -
- ward, and a small part of Oakland— -.

subcommittee were employees of two’

i cos,
near Pleasanton. The original draft of the - -
tax spending plan was heavily weighted -

toward highway projects that benefited
the suburbs-and specific developers, and
some critics argued.that Qakland resi-
dents would be spending more in addi-
tional taxes than they would be getting
back in terms of mass transit or urban
street improvements. Eventually, a com-
promise was worked out that increased
the pot for AC Transit and street repair.
Although, to be fair, the mayor was not
in the best of health at the time, it was
Councilmember Mary Moore who point-
ed out Measure B’s negative impact on
the urban East Bay, and pushed for a

compromise (with the help of Assembly--

man Tom Bates), Mayor Wilson and his
allies on the council sat the conflict out.
Can one trace the possible influence of
the sand and grave! boys on Oakland of-
ficials? It isn't quite as simple as it was in
the case of the City Retail Center, where
it was possible to simply look at the
mayor’s campaign contributions. In this
case it is necessary to look into political
alhanws.”l‘ake]udanggsMarsh,tor

MarshuthcﬂarborBaylsle
employee who ®at ori the transit tax sub-,
committee. She:has also been a fundrais-
er for Mayor Wilson. -Bill Cavala, who
lobbied in Sacramento for the state legis- - -
lation to authorize the county tax,'is a
former ‘close advisor to the mayor. And
Mary King, a campaign consultant for
Measure B, has worked at different
nmsiorthemayorandthcothahng

pmmcountypohnm,StaxeSmamrBdl 5
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Lockyer.

sents the heart of sand and
gravel country—Pleasanton,

benefits somebody who wants to develop
some land, but can’t because of the ab-
sence of infrastructure, does that mean
youshouldnttrywlolvetheptoblm"

Lockyer's own campaign disclosure
statements list a considerable number of
contributions from development ' inter-
ests, as well as state PAC money that is
related to his activities in Sacramento.

Mﬁbuahwhorepre-.

leéumatc)ob Oneofthethmgsyou

* have to do is mount campaigns, and so

you look around for interests that may be
philosophical, or may be self-interested, -
and you try to marry. those particular

-goals.‘l‘hatspartoft.hemofthxspro

fession.” .
Thmrssomecvxdmce.however,that
the social giue has covered Qakland a lit-
tle too thickly, .and that the alliance
whthilsonhashelpedtocementb&
tween state, countyandloczlpohuaans
with financial support from the sand and
gravel boys has had a smothering effect
on Oakland politics. On the grassroots
level, there has been a growing dissatis-
faction with the “Pax Wilsonia” that the-.

mayor has established through his con- - i

trol over the City Coundil, a growing sense
that there has been little improvement ,
over the last ten years in the most serious
problems plaguing Oakland: high crime,

. unemployment, the high cost of housing,

and the deterioration of neighborhood
business districts. This dissat-
isfaction became much more visible (and

- audible) during the Oakland teachers

strike, when -it was revealed that the
mayor wanted to spend $15 million to
bail out the Oakland A’s. People were al-
ready grumbling about the sums the city
expended in its futile effort to keep the

. Qakland Raiders. More and more letters

began to appear in the Tribune criticizing
these sports expenditures,’ and council-
members began to report an unusually

. large amount of angry mail. ' -

Asaﬁntherugnofpocenna!dmns-

: »facbon, several promising ‘ candidates
from the progressive wing of the party
- have announced they will run in the April

election: Ignacio De La Fuente, a union
leader who has been instrumental in the
fight to keep the Delaval engine plant
from closing, is planning to run against .
Frank Ogawa; Chappell Hayes, a grass-

. roots organizer in West Oakland, is plan-

ningtorunagainstAletzC_a;nnon;and

Cassie Lopez is planning to nm onc
again agamnst Marge Gibson in Nort!
Qakland. Although these grassroots can
didates are clearly the underdogs, th
campaign reform.issue could have :
weakening effect on the firm grip Lione
Wilson has had on the city. (Now that th
council majority has refused to put th
reform ordinances on the ballot, the nex
step for Spees, Riles, and Moore migh
be a signature drive to put the ordinance:
on the next ballot," or perhaps even
hold a special election.} The possibility o
analhance—nomanerhowwnporaryo

t—between “good government’

The question of campaign reform
meanwhile, could well have a significan
impact on the 1989 mayor’s race. Wilsor
has said that he plans to run for a fourt!
term, but some  observers ‘ wonde

whether his health will allow it. Other:

mentioned as possible candidates are
Carter Gilmore, Leo Bazile, Assembly
man Elihu Harris, Port Commissione:
William Hunter (all Wilson supporters)
Wilson Riles, Jr., and of course Dicl
Spees. As it stands now, should Wilsor
decide to step down, he could easily
run his campaign fund up into the sb
figure range—in the last election he rais
ed about $350,000—and hand it over to
fzvmedandxdate.lfao,heoomdbem‘
position of virtually naming his suc
cessor, most kikely a moderately libera
black Democrat with the mayor’s view:
on city government and with his ties t«
the county party establishment. But if the
campaign reforms ever become law, the
mayor would be able to give away only
$500 from his fund, which could mean a
more competitive election and a more
spirited debate of the issues in 1989.
And, perhaps, an end to the yawning
vacuum that has been Oakland politics.
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A SHOW

“Tve known Lionel all my California adult life, and

he has always been for me the image and symbol of how I

would like to have peaple respect me. He was intellectual-

ly superior, he was absolutely firm in his conviction, he

was principled frankly toa fault. He was devoid of any of
the obuious trappings of most politicians.”

Assembly Speaker Willie Brown on Lionel Wilson.

ionel Wilson knows all about images: his own,
his city’s, the images of his past.

He acknowledges that, to many, he is the
mayor of a poor city plagued by a monumental
drug problem, a leader who can't lead effec-
tively. But Wilson is not haunted by those im-
ages. “Ijust feel that I have ajobtodoand I try
to do it. I try to deal with the problems and issues and
Oakland Mayor Lione/ Wilson seated in Front of the Interfaith move on.... There are many things I've done that be-

Choir at a memorial for victims of the Oct. 17 earthquake. cause of my style and because of the lack of a press officer
haven’t come to the attention of a lot of people.”
He bristles at the contention that he has shown a lack

l_l ke the Clty he of leadership. “Now, I wonder what they call leadership
when for over 12 years, working with a council which
contains some very independent people, I've hardly lost

governs’ Oakland any major issue. And you have to remember I have no
a n powers as mayor over the council,  have no veto over leg-
Mayor Lionel Wilson islation passed by the council.”
Wilson notes that during his reign as mayor, the city’s
tax base has more than tripled as new businesses have
SUffers from a moved in and the Port of Oakland has advanced into the
. . forefront of busy ports around the nation. He notes that
tarn |Sh3d image. Oakland’s first new hotel in three decades — the Hyatt
Regency — was built during his administration.
But he st and S by hi S And more recently, he lured the University of Califor-

nia headquarters to Oakland and beat out San Francisco,
among other cities, in landing a 4.500-employee federal

Cco Ntrover5|a| recor d- office complex. He helped resolve a long and bitter dis-
pute among warring factions of the Oakland Museum
— and guided the city through a devastating earthquake.
. Wilson's success is directly linked to his talent for con-
Photographs by Fran Ol’tlz fronting problems and presenting solutions in one-on-

one meetings, whether he’s trying to convince university
or federal officials that Oakland is the place for them, or
IM ( ; E whether he’s mediating a ¢onflict. His hole card is the

- promise of stable leadership and council support he’s
: been able to deliver for more than a decade.

Wilson is most often criticized for catering to down-
town business interests at the expense of the city’s neigh-
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borhoods. The city's record-break-
ing murder rate. its school system
that ranks among the worst in the
state and it= high rates of poveny
and unemplovment are just some
ot the ills for which his detractors
=ay heis at least partly responsible.

His support of the controversial
billion-dollar proposal to bring
hack the Raiders football team
and of the earlier fruitless $9 mil-
lion legal effort to force their re-
turn are seen as evidence of inept
icadership

“[ think Lionel Wilson is a tragic
figure.” savs Barry Bloom. a long-
time Oakland resident and astute
political obzerver. "He was cast by
tformer governor' Edmund G.

Jrawn as the pioncer of the race.
As best | can tell. he was a decent

Sunaasy Aprid 22,1990 * [N AGE * S
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ELIZABETH MANGELSDORF

judge. 1 don't believe he has ever
had substantial backbone. I think
if (former Black Panther) Bobby
Seale had not run so well (four
years earlier) against (white Re-
publican Mayor) John Redding
that Lionel Wilson never would
have tried it.

“I think in the big picture that
Lionel Wilson is indistinguishable
from Coleman Young, Carl Stokes
and a whole number of moderate
black civil rights leaders who took
over American cities. All of them
without exception, (L.A. Mayor)
Tom Bradley included, bought into
the specious notion that downtown
development and wooing corpora-
tions and sports teams would save
their cities. That strategy has failed

in our society black-dominated
cities have those kinds of character-
istics magnified because they're re-
ally misunderstood. I don’t think
the drug conditions are nearly as
pervasivein Oakland asthey are in
Los Angeles, but Los Angelesis not
ablack-dominated city.”

Brown says Wilson has taken
Oakland to the precipice of great-
ness. “When you compare Oakland
with cities of comparable levels of
population and income you find
that Oakland is head and shoul-
ders above them, all over America.
Oakland is, should be and will be
the center of economic develop-
ment in Northern California, at
least for the Bay Area.... Lionel’s
legacy will be that he put the in-

his 42-year-old protege, Assembly-
man Elihu Harris, D-Oakland. But
Wilson announced months ago that
he would run again, much to the
disappointment of Harris and sev-
eral other candidates for mayor, in-
cluding council members Leo
Bazile and Wilson Riles Jr.

Wilson says the original rumors
that he wasn't going to run were
accurate, but that plans to bring a
huge regional shopping center to
downtown Oakland appear to rest
on whether he remains in office. “I
didn't plan to run again, but the
people around this shopping cen-
ter, the builders, the developers,
told me the only way theycan get it
done is if I'm mayor and the gov-
ernment is stable. That’s why I'm

and it remains unchallenged in any
meaningful way in any minority
majority city I know in America.”
Still, says Bloom, “I regard Li-
onel very ambivalently; he is by no
means a bad man, but he has made
repeated choices that have exacer-
bated rather than ameliorated
Oakland’s most serious problems.”
Wilson says he is keenly aware
of such criticism, but that his strat-
egy of attracting business to the
city will increase its tax base and
thus provide more services to
neighborhoods and more jobs for
residents. And Assembly Speaker
Willie Brown says that neither the
mayor nor the city of Oakland de-
serve their negative reputations.
“It's a black-dominated city, and

frastructure in place that will ulti-
mately allow Oakland to reach the
pinnacle of success.”

In fact, says Brown, the real
problems with Oakland are that “it
suffers from this image thing and
there is not enough new capital.

“You have to understand that
Oakland is like a child going
through teen-age growth problems
that teen-agers go through,; it is be-
coming racially dominated in every
respect of decision making by mi-
norities, from the school district lev-
eltothe City Council, and that sends
shock waves throughout the city.”

It was widely felt that Wilson,
who is 75, would not seek re-elec-
tion this year and instead would
turn the leadership baton over to

running again. Otherwise, I'd
rather be doing other things with
my time right now.”

ules and Louise Wilson

moved to Oakland from

New Orleansin 1918, at the

urging of Louise’s brother.

Lionel. the oldest of their
children, was just 31/2.

The Wilsons settled in West
Oakland and completed their fami-
Iy of eight, six boys and two girls.
Jules Wilson was a plasterer by
trade, who like countless others
was without work through much of
the Great Depression: he later
worked as a post office custodian.

A story Lionel Wilson tells about
his father’s job with the post office
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defines to some degree what life
was like for blacks in the Bay Area
at that time. Jules Wilson had been
working as a custodian for years
before his supervisors discovered
that the light-complected man was
actually black. The fact came to
their attention only after young Li-
onel applied for a job at the post of-
fice to support himself while he was
in college. Lione] Wilson didn’t get a
job, though some of his white class-
mates with lower scores on the
postal exam did, but Jules Wilson
was the real victim.

“My father had been with them
for years, but he caught hell in the
custodial service of the Oakland
post office from then on,” says Wil-
son, whose father died in 1972.

Wilson attended McClymonds
High School, which at the time was
a predominantly white vocational-
oriented school. He graduated
with honors and was admitted to
UC-Berkeley.

He worked as aredcap at the old
QOakland Mole, as a dishwasher at
a Lake Merritt area restaurant
and as a laborer in the Crockett
sugar factory to pay his way
through school.

Wilson was slight — about 5-
foot-5, maybe 130 pounds — but he
was always athletic. In his spare
time he played semi-professional
baseball and basketball. He was an
all-star in a 30-team baseball
league and once missed winning
the scoring championship by two

points in the old California Basket-
ball League, the highest level of
basketball in the state before the
National Basketball Association.

Wilson says it was athletics that
set the tone for much of his later
success. “I had to utilize every re-
source I had in developing whatev-
er talent [ had. So many of these
things that one learns in sports are
transferable. It’s the same way in
dealing with people. One of the
things I learned in sports is you
don’t underestimate anybody in
terms of your opponents, and that's
something that’s very important as
far as trying to play a leadership
role in the community.”

Wilson graduated from Cal with
an economics degree in 1939. He

knew he wanted to be a lawyer, but
World War 11 curtailed those plans.
He spent most of it in the Army,
some as a sergeant serving in Eu-
rope. In 1945, he was discharged
and returned to Oakland.

During his military stint, Wil-
son had lost his 6-month-old son.
Timothy, to illness. But he and his
wife would have three other sons.
twins Lionel and Robin and their
youngest, Stephen.

Wilson graduated from Hast-
ings College of the Law in 1949 and
began practicing about a vear later.

He remembers being part of a
cadre of black lawyers in Oakland
who often took cases for a cause
rather than a dollar.

“There was a Legal Aid Society

in Alameda County which purport-
edly would handle problems of this
kind, but in the 10 years that I prac-
ticed law, I can’t tell You how many
times I referred people to Legal Aid
for one problem or another, and I
never had one instance where they
accepted or handled the case.

“But there were a few of us,
black lawyers, who thought noth-
ing of getting into situations of this
kind and fighting them without
monetary return,” says Wilson. “As
amatter of fact, I guess actually we
were spending our own money be-
cause all a lawyer has is time. 1
can'’t tell you how many pro bono
cases I handled in those 10 years.”

Wilson was also one of the black
attorneys who fought to integrate

‘Lionel’s legacy will be that he put
the infrastructure in place that will
ultimately allow Oakland to reach
the pinnacle of success.’
s s ey |

Wilson and Alameda Counry Supervisor Don Perata celebrate
approval of the plan to bring back the Raiders, far left; at Cole
School on one of his periodic visits to city schools, center; and
attending a Mickey Mouse diamond jubilec at Lake Merritt.

the Oakland Board of Realtors,
which until 1965 did not admit
blacks, and he worked on other civ-
il rights issues as a local leader of
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

In 1960, Gov. Edmund G. (Pat)
Brown made history by appointing
Wilson to serve on the Oakland-
Piedmont Municipal Court, mak-
ing Wilson the first black judge in
Alameda County.

“l learned from some of my
friends that the judges in Munici-
pal Court had had a meeting to de-
cide whether they wanted to work
with me or something of that na-
ture,” says Wilson. “So when [ went
down there, since I didn’t need any

[Coniinuca' on page 28]
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A show of pride

[Continued from page 7]

of them to do the job I was assigned
to do, I stayed away from them. |
wouldn’t attend their meetings
and in a few months they were
begging me to join in and become
one of them. So in less than three
years, the same people who didn’t
know whether they could accept
me on the bench, as they put it,
had now elected me as their pre-
siding judge.”

Being the “first black” pioneer-
ing new grounds, says Wilson, can
be either a burden or a challenge,
depending on how one approaches
it. “It can be a real weight on one’s
back if you look at it in that way,
particularly at the level of judges
when most of them had had very
little to do with blacks and they
don’t understand us and they think
that we're inferior.

“On the other hand,” he says,
“my approach has always been to
see it as a challenge, an opportuni-
ty for me to show them the fact ]
can do whatever they can do and
can be just as effective doing it.”

Two examples of the Wilson phi-
losophy in action stand out in the
mayor’s mind. Both are from the
period after he was elevated to
Alameda County Superior Court
in 1964. One instance occurred
when Wilson was presiding judge
of Superior Court. It was his re-
sponsibility to dole out small-
claims assignments to his
colleagues as their calendars
cleared during the afternoon. But
on one particular Friday, all of his
colleagues took off early for the
weekend and left him with 40
small-claims matters on his desk.

“So, I decided, ‘Damn it, I'm go-
ing to hear these cases.’ I an-
nounced in open court that I was
alone, I have no help but I want to
get to each one of vou.... By 4:30
that afternoon I had heard every
one of those cases. Of course, [ was
fortunate in that I can make deci-
sions rapidly, listen carefully to the
facts and apply the law and move
righton.”
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When his colleagues returned
the next week they were “sheepish,
but it taught them:something in
terms of what I could do. in spite of
the fact that [ am black, which was
something negative to at least
many of them.”

In another instance, Wilson was
successful, despite the earlier fail-
ures of others, in getting his Superi-
or Court colleagues to move from a
seniority-based system of case and
court assignments to one based on
merit. It took months of lobbying
individual judges.

Wilson proudly believes that his
performance in roles traditionally
denied blacks helped blaze a trail
for others to follow.

“I believe I did open up some
doors,” he says. “I believe the way I
conducted myself — I attempted to
be eminently fair and I worked
hard so that I made a major point of
carrying my share of the load —did
help.”

believe I was the first major

candidate elected over an

(Oakland) Tribune endorse-

ment,” says Wilson. “At that

time, the paper was very
powerful.”

When Wilson came into office in
1977 the City Council was predom-
inantly white, as was the city man-
ager, who under the city's charter
was the chief administrator of city
affairs. Still, Wilson soon found a
way to gain influence.

With the help of then City Coun-
cilman George Vukasin. now presi-
dent of the Oakland-Alameda Coli-
seun Board. Wilson quickly
gained a voting consensus on the
council. Almost as rapidly he
moved into the arena of king-mak-
ing, mapping out strategies for
bringing more minorities onto the
decision-making body.

“I supported Wilson Riles Jr., I
endorsed him and through a busi-
ness friend helped raise most of the
money for his initial campaign,”
says Wilson. “And it was my deci-
sion vears ago, that here we had a
City Council. in a city with a popu-
lation that was about 45 percent
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black with two Caucasian women
on it and no black women, to find a
way to get a black woman on it.”

Wilson initiated that agenda by
successfully lobbying Gov. Jerry
Brown to appoint then at-large
Councilman John Sutter to the Su-
perior Court. Despite some resis-
tance, he accomplished that mis-
sion and then lobbied the council to
get the votes necessary to have Ale-
ta Cannon fill out the rest of Sut-
ter’s at-large term. After that term
expired, Cannon ran as a West
Oakland district representative
and won. Meanwhile, veteran
Councilman Frank Ogawa at-
tained the lone at-large seat Wilson
had pledged he would get.

On a personal level, life present-
ed a greater challenge to Wilson.

After he and his first wife di-
vorced, Wilson married his second
wife, Dorothy, an attorney. They
live in the Montclair section of Oak-
land. But some years ago when

Dorothy, who is white, tried to buv
their house. she ran into an unex-
pected obstacle.

“I came home one day and she
was terribly upset,” says Wilson.
“When I questioned her, I found out
she was upset because the seller of
the house had called and he wanted
to back off the sale because he had
learned that she was married to
this black judge. I said, ‘don’t worry
about it.” ” He had already signed a
contract.

“I called this man — this was in
1961 or ’62 — and said, ‘Mr. so-and-
so, Il understand that there’s a prob-
lem with the purchase of your
home and I don’t understand what
the problem is.” He said, ‘Oh no,
Judge, there’s no problem, you're
not colored.’

“I said, “You'’re misinformed.’ Ap-
parently, he knew that she was
married to a black man but didn't
know it was me. Then he began to
tell me how he had promised his

neighbors that he was going to
keep the neighborhood up and this
sort of thing. I didn't listen long be-
fore I said, ‘We have a valid con-
tract. You must remember that I
was a lawyer before I became a
judge and my wife is a lawyer and
we will have the property.’ ”
And they did.

oday, notes Wilson, re-

searchers have named

Oakland the “most inte-

grated city in America”, a

designation with which
the mayor is in agreement.

“It was a gradual process of evo-
lution,” Wilson says. “Today, Oak-
land is a place where people come
together. People are able to live to-
gether here in relative peace and
harmony. Here's a city made up
predominantly of ethnic minorities
and there aren’t any pockets that
are all white or all black. Through-
out the city whether it’s one of these




substantially black areas, there are -

whites, Asians or Hispanics living
among them. The same is true upin
the hills area which at one time was
all white.

“This hasn't happened in a revo-
lutionary manner.” says Wilson.
“It’s the development by process of
evolution, by people getting to
know each other and to work with
each other and to play with each
other over a period of years.”

Wilson acknowledges the city’s
ills. He says foremost among them
is the drug problem, the city’s fail-
ing public schools, unemployment
among its youth and the shortage
of affordable housing for low-in-

come people. He believes a major .

part of the solution to all of these
problems is attracting new indus-
try, dollars and jobs to Oakland. An-
other factor, he suggests, is inspit-
ing a new philosophy among the
city’s black youth. “It’s important I
think for our children, our youth, to
learn that school is not important
simply because adults tell you 1ts
important,” says Wilson.

“It seems like 12 vearsis a long
time, but when you apply it to 70

years, that’s one-sixth of your life

roughly. So, what'’s going to happen
to you the rest of your life basically
is determined to a substantial ex-
tent by how you apply yourself in
school now. That's where the
change is going to have to come
from, our children.” m

Charles C. Hardy is an Examiner staff writer.
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Appendix K
Oakland Tribune
May 16, 1990

- ap—

faces toughest electlon flght

+This is the fourth in a series of -

- profiles:of candidates in the « -

Oakland mayoral race. Today

iopel Wilson.

. Brian Johns

ribune

3 Ten rows behind the Golden
StAte Warriors’ bench, Oakland
Mayor Lionel Wilson watches
point guard Tim Hardaway take .
it to the Dallas Mavericks. ,

- With bis back to the basket,’

Bardaway yo-yos the basketball -
- He'll cajole, browbeat or buily,

athis left hand and bumps his

an in. Suddenly, he switches .
hands, pivots and charges into
the'key.
WContemptuous of the giants
around him, Hardaway explodes
toward blue sky and backboard,
banking in the the ball for two
points. The muscular rookie
wheels around and half-trots,
half-swaggers back upcourt.
© “Tough kid,” Wilson says.

At 75 years of age, the former
baseball and basketball player

B o0 B S

turned lawyer and ]udge, is
known as a pretty tough cookie

._himself. With an acid tongue and
""an occasional piercing stare,

Wilson is not easily rehuffed.

whatever it takes to win.

“He’s a very difficult man to
say ‘No’ to,” said Mary King,
Alameda County supervisor and
chairman of Wilson’s re-election
campaign.

“And that regularly translates
into five votes. It’s like you don’t

" want him to be displeased with

you. And it’s not just me that

_ thinks that.” -

Still, it remains to be seen if
Wnlson can turn aside this year’s

1 ndaunted Lionel Wilson

“field of mayoral challengers, the

toughest he has faced dunng hxs
12 years in office. @ .
He’s currently - limping

through a re-election campaign
hamstrung by defections, and
the twin losses of a campaign
treasurer as well as a recently -
hired campaign manager.
Wilson admits he’s having
trouble raising money for his.
war chest. And 31,000 signatures -
gathered in opposition to a mul-
timillion dollar proposal to bring .
back the Raiders — a proposal
which he belatedly but whole-
heartedly supported — has given
Wilson a lot to deal with. -
Topping his political problems
are some pressing issues: an esti-
mated billion dollars in damages
from the Loma Prieta earth-
quake, poorer neighborhoods
clamoring for “more balanced”
development, richer neighbor-

See WILSON, Page C-2

Y



a:nﬁn-ed!mmhgec-l A
hoods demanding no develop-

ment,htueaffordablebouﬂn&l“ him or. ber,” oy
execuﬁvedlrectorofOeklandCx-

#tizéscunmiueeforUrbanRe-
r newal (OCCUR). 5280 5 ‘,‘}(4?

‘short-staffed police force, ha'\
crack. plague, shoddy :schoo
and a ll:xnl tax base in need of

amongpeople thecommnnity
:that nooe of that growth is
said David Glover

énhanced revenue from retail *“ *The city seems to

loast .:'} M SV YSR

- But he mainmm that he’s the
only man who can do the job, the
only man who can pall together a
majority of the city council.

“If I felt there was anybody -
out there who could do the job,
and get elected, I wouldn’t be
running,” he said. 5 0° :

‘ Wilson is proud of Oakland and
how far. lt's progmsed during

The Port of Oakland whoee
commissioners are appointed by
the mayor, long ago passed San
Francisco’s and has become one
of the top cargo facilities on the
West Coast. The areas of China-
town, Piedmont, Fruitvale and
Coliege Avenue are overrun with
shoppers. And downtown, a new
federal building is coming in to
join the City Center and the
sprouting American Preddent
Lina building.

° The mayor has on several oc-
casions said he’s running to com-
plete the city’s rebirth, particu-
larly by shepherding through a
proposed $300 million downtown
retail center.

“T have a vision of a regional
shopping center that will serve
the needs of the peopie who live
in a city this size, a shopping cen-
ter that will, over a period of
time, develop a retail sales tax
base and heip solidify and
strengthen the income base of
the city,” Wilson said.

But he’s being Increasingly
criticized for ignoring the city’s
less well-off neighborhoods. And
some community-based organi-
zations also claim the city’s mi-
norites aren’t getting a piece of
the development pie.

“There’s been great growth
downtown, but there's a feeling

S Al et Imlzedltsparﬂcipationuiaras
the political process, but it has -
far from maximized its partici---

pation as far as the right to work
and participate on the economic
side of the equation,” he said.

- ‘Even when Wilson has brought :

in the traditionally “locked-out,”

" the participants have often bad

more political clout than exper-
ﬁse. critics say.

- The most recent example they
point tois attorney Zachary Was-
serman. Wasserman recently re-
signed from his position as the
mayor’s official campaign trea-

. surer after it was disclosed that |
Wasserman had financial stakes

in two high-profile city projects.

Wilson claims he didn’t know -
about Wusermans lnvolve- -
2 8% . partment heads do thelr jobs

ment.
He also said he knows that de-
hunting for city busi-
ness, often look for people who
are politically well-connected.
But Wilson refuses to shoulder
any responsibility, saying it’s
something developers do on
their own.

“This isn’t a matter of the
mayor feeding these people with
a developer here and a devetop-
er there,” he said.

Wilson sald that because he
knows so many people, his rela-
tionships sometimes come back
to haunt him. But his judicial
bent and sense of loyaity will not
let him cut loose a friend unless
there’s real evidence of wrong-

-doing. .

“Sometimes what happens is I
read a long stream of allegations
in the paper, then nothing seems
to happen,” Wilson said.

“Knowing how stringent the

federal government is about the
misuse of public funds, it raises
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a question in my mind as to the mandedthatthefallendyprws

° I don't see the t tak-
lng any action.”:t s igie o o

‘As for affirmative action and 5 eral.
‘participa--- Zsee what could" be done...

~increased-: ~minority

;. validity of the accusations when . overpass not be rebuilt Where it

. had stood, Wilson got-on the
pbonemthSamSkinnwtbe fed-
Y, 0

_tion, Wilson- points: out -that 59 a-« m'ajnstthewayldothmgs
“'percent of the city’s 3,259 full- -~

time employees are minorities, '
. and 31 percent are female.

In 1977, minorities and wom-
enmadeup4zpex-centandz4

member work force. .

: Andofsnmmlouindtycon-.
tracts awarded during the 1989

- fiscal year, minority-owned
businesses

Ys1

- percent, rwpectively,ofaans-‘

pulled in $20 million .

worth and women-owned com- -
‘paniagrabbedsxﬂmmiqn.

" Wilson is often criticized for
his out-of-the-limelight style of
Francisco

governing. While San

earthquake, Wilson kept a low
profile, letting thé various de-

‘while keeping himself weli-In-
formed. )
" When West Oaklanders de-

_ Mayor Art Agnos was grabbing
" headlines during the Oct. 17

The guy who’s out there making
“the most noise isn’t necessarily

‘getting the most done,” he said.

- As’he stands and prepares t(
leave the Coliseum Arena, man;
other basketball fans come ove
to greet him. Wilson smiles
shakes hands, looks du'ectly int«
their eyes. .

As he heads tqward the park
ing lot, he’s smiling.,

“Great game wasn't it?" hi

Then he spins on his beel and i
gone. | '
Friday: Dezie Woods-~Jones
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San Francisco Examiner
December 30, 1990

‘ﬂson leaves Oakland

vt

TR 4
.v\"“

ANAINIT G2 L

a muc

[l

Formei ]udge m
looks back on
accomplishments of

13 years as mayor
By Chartes C. Hardy "

OF THE EXAMINER STAFF 2 % '
{ OAKLAND — When Lionel J.

.Wilson took office as mayor in
June 1977, it was not a position he -
had long aspired to.

“I never had ambitions for a
political career,” said Wilson, the
city’s 46th mayor and the first
black elected to that post. “I guess
it was just a matter of having been

years and needing a new challenge;
and having the opportunity to do
something with this city was an
opportunity I couldn't turn down.”

OnFnday,Wﬂson,76 leaves an -
office in a-city that has changed
dramatically since he took over as
mayor. For example, when he be-
came mayor, the City Council was
predominantly male and white, as
were most city departmenta and
city commissions. -

Today, the council consxst of
one black woman, two white wom-
en, one Asian man, one white man
and three black men. Thirteen of
the city’s 20 department heads are
minorities, including four women,
and the city’s work force is dramat-

e e e G |

c1ty

o ¢

~ .on the (Judchal) bench over 16 wal}y morereﬁectxveofthe cxty’s

ethnic composition.

. “The thing I take the most pride
in is bringing about a representa-
tive government and a participato- :
‘ry government, where people ]



¢ WILSON from B-1

Wilson leaves
a different city

throughout ‘the neighborhoods are
involved,” Wilson said.

He began by lobbying the coun-
cil to ban the appointment of peo-
ple to more than one board or com-
mission at the same time, except
under special circumstances. Wil-
son said at the time he found peo-
: ple serving on three or four boards
gimultaneously, limiting the num-
ber of ‘people allowed(tq partici-

Nw. 4 o o

Wilson, who was born in Louisi-
ana but grew up in predominantly
black West Oakland and is the son
of a postal worker, like many
blacks found that his ambitions of-
ten flew in the face of convention.

At a relatively young age, for
example, he decided he wanted to
be a lawyer. His parents and uncle
dissuaded him, pointing out that
there weren't any black lawyers in
what was then a largely uegregated
QOakland. . ' i e

' But Wilson, who attended UC-
Berkeley and Hastings School of
Law, pursued his legal studies, al-
though his parents thought for a
time he was engaged in a more
acceptable course — becoming a
dentist.

After practicing law for 10 years,
Wilson was appointed by then-
Gov. Pat Brown to the Alameda
County Municipal Court, becom-
ing the county’s first black judge.
Later, he served on the Superior
Court and became the presiding

e.

For many, the political emer-
gence of Wilson in the late 19708
was an acceptable political change.
In the previous mayoral election,
Black Panther Party co-founder
'Bobby Seale had come surprisingly
close to unseating Republic_an
Mayor John H. Reading, reﬂect..mg
the city’s growing black population.

Wilson was seen as a more mod-
erate, establishment-based black
leader.

That image lingered through
much of his tenure. To many
blacks, he was considered more a
mayor for downtown and the afflu-
ent hill interests than for the com-
mon, working minority.
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But Wilson saw himself as a
mayor who held the city together.
.during a tumultuous era of change
and post-Proposition 13 tax-cut-
ting, a mayor who brought blacks,
Hispanics and Asians into the
mainstream of city life. Wilson also
saw himselfr a8 someone who
served the city in totality by luring
business — and jobs — and ad-
_vancing its port. .

" 'He says Mayor-elect Elihu Har-
”ris must now take the next step.
< ¢«T hope Mayor Harris would be
# able to advance the development of
Zsome of -our neighborhoods, some
sof our streets like East 14th, San
*Pablo and MacArthur and Seventh
»Street,” Wilson said. “I would hope
‘that some of those streets can be
“revived in many ways, commercial-
ly and residentially. They've be-
‘come quite depressing, slums.” ..
. ‘Wilson, who lost much favor.
“over the failed effort to return the
“Raiders football team back to Oak-
land and finished third in the June
primary behind Harris and Coun-
cilman Wilson Riles Jr., said up-

' "gradmg ‘neighborhoods was the

Dext thing on his agenda after

working to aliract major projecis
to downtown.

“Over the next four years, the
development of downtown will oc-
cur, that’s already been set in mo-
tion,” Wilson said. “Hopefully
Mayor Harris will be able to carry
out the rehabilitation of those
strects. That’s the next frontier.”

But, Wilson says, Harris will
face difficully finding needed gov-
ernment subsidies for small busi-
nesses as well as finding people
interested in developing small busi-
nesses. {

- The most difficult problem he
leaves behind is that of youth un-
employment, especially among
blacks and Hispanics, Wilson said.

“I{’s just a tremendously diffi-
cult problem,” he said. “We were
making some headway before CE-
TA (the federal Comprehensive
Education and Training Act) went
out. We had a good program here.
Because so many of these young
people come out of homes lacking
stability, having little guidance or
discipline and the parents are un-
able to give them the support they
need in schools, they end up drop-
ping out and being out on the street
functionally illiterate.

“And this is in a society where
there is an increasingly small pool
of unskilled jobs. Small wonder
when something like cocaine — the
drug that really activated and
brought out the kind of drug prob-
lem that we have — comes along,
that these kids get involved. When
just by acting as lookouts they can
make more money than their par-
ents, what it's done to our kids, to
their thinking, their attitudes, their .
character is disastrous.”

In retirement, Wilson will at-
tempt in at least a small way to
combat the problem. He is working
with Superior Court Judge Gordon
Raranca to reopen the old YMCA
building on Market and Broad-
hurst streets so West Oakland
youngsters will have a place for
recreation. v

Wilson also will work part time
with the Judicial Arbitration and
Mediation Service, a private group
of retired jurists who are assigned
civil cases to help with the backlog
in the court system.

He is looking forward to relax-
ing, too. An avid tennis player, Wil-
soer;l said be plans to take up golf as
well.

Wilson said he will look back on
his career fondly:

“] must say that I've been
blessed, not only with good health,
but support from the majority of
the City Council and the support of
the people.”
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Appendix M
San Francisco Chronicle
August 13, 1991

Wilson Won't Fight to
Stay on Port Board

By Rick DelVecchio
Chronicle East Bay Bureau
Former Oakland Mayor Lionel
Wilson yesterday urged the city
not to fight a judge’s order oust-
ing him from the Oakland Port
Commission.

“There are several holes in the
opinion,” Wilson said in an inter-
view. “I don’t believe the opinion
would stand up on appeal.”

But he said an appeal does not
make sense because it would drag
the city through a two-year legal
fight.

In a written statement, Wilson
insisted that the issue of whether
City Council members or the may-

1988, on the question of his own

nomination.

Wilson, who nominated him-
self for a seat on the commission 13
months ago after a humiliating
third-place finish in his run for a
fourth mayoral term, noted that
commissloners work long hours
for low pay in a critical function of
city government. (Port commis-
sioners are unpaid volunteers.)

He added that the mayor and
council should have “a much clos-
er working relationship” with the
commission, arguing that the ap-
pointment of one council member
to the board could serve that pur-

pose.

or can do double duty as port com-
missioners was “clearly not deter-
mined” by Alameda County Supe-
rior Court Judge James R. Lam-
den’s decision last week throwing
him off the panel .

Lamden ruled that the city
charter makes it illegal for council
members and the mayor to hold
other municipal offices. And he
said there is no reason to exclude
the port commission from the ban
against self-appointment.

Even though the Port of Oak-
land is an independent body and
its commission is created by the
city charter rather than by politi-
cians, the prohibition is warrant-
ed, Lamden said.

Lamden said such policies are
“fundamental to the effective ex-
ercise of democratic government
throughout the state.”

Wilson said he would not re-
spond to Lamden's legal points. In-
stead, he recounted that he had
asked the City Council to appoint
him to the commission on the basis
of two opinions by the city attor-
ney suggesting that such a move
would be legal.

The former mayor recalled an
oral opinion by the city's legal
counsel about four years ago,
when the mayor was considering
nominating Councilman Frank
Ogawa to the port commission. He
also noted a written opinion in

Wilson’s removal from the

commission was the result of a law-
suit by the Alameda County Cen-

union jobs.

jected in court.

facts.”

tral Labor Council. Labor leaders
feared that Wilson would tilt the
port toward investments in real
estate rather than in maritime op-
erations that would preserve

Owen Marron, the labor coun-
cil’s executive secretary-treasurer,
said Wilson's statement yesterday
rehashed arguments already re-

“It would seem to me he's just
trying to obfuscate a clear legal
decision,” he said.
mayor just doesn’t want to face the

“Sounds like the
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