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PREFACE

The Earl Warren Oral History Project, a project of the Regional Oral
History Office, was inaugurated to produce tape-recorded interviews with
persons instrumental in the political and judicial scene during the Warren
Era in California. Focusing on the years 1925 to 1953, the interviews are
designed not only to document the life of Chief Justice Warren but to gain
new information on the social and political changes of a state in the
throes of a depression, then a war, then a postwar boom.

Because of the age of many of the memoirists, efforts in the first
phase of the project have been centered on capturing as many accounts on
tape as possible. The interviews that were transcribed in this phase,
including those in the present volume, have been checked, emended by the
memoirist, final typed, indexed, and bound with pictures and other
supporting information.

The interviews have stimulated the deposit of Warreniana source
material in the form of papers from friends and aides, old movie newsreels,
video tapes, and photographs. This rapidly expanding Earl Warren Collec-
tion, added to the Bancroft Library's already extensive holdings on 20th
Century California politics and history, provides a rich center for research.

The first phase of the Project has been financed by an outright grant
from the National Endowment for the Humanities, by gifts from local donors
interested in preserving data on Warren and his California era, and by
additional funds offered by National Endowment for the Humanities on a
matching basis. Contributors to the Project include the former law clerks
of Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Cortez Society, and many longtime supporters
of "The Chief." The Friends of the Bancroft Library were instrumental in
the fund raising and supplemented all local contributions from their own
treasury.

Amelia R. Fry, Director
Earl Warren Oral History Project

1 July 1970

Regional Oral History Office

486 The Bancroft Library

University of California at Berkeley
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INTRODUCTION

Robert Powers was recrulted to California state
service by Governor Earl Warren in 1944, It was a
singularly fortunate plece of personnel selection.

Difficult times were immediately ahead. The working
population of Californlia had been doubled during war
Years. Nisel famllles were about to return to their homes
after the tragic removals of 1942,

Law enforcement would be soon called on to create the
climate for an orderly readjustment of these new people
to a peace~tlime economy. It was a task that called for
delicacy and understanding.

Bob Powers had been the Chief of Police of Bakersfield
when Warren's father was murdered there. The valley city
had been immedlately inundated by peace officers from all
over the state, all seeking to help apprehend the murderer
of the Alameda District Attorney's father.

The crime was never solved but Warren was able to
see Bob Powers in action in a time of crisis. The volunteers
were graclously recelved, thelr suggestions thoughtfully
considered, but at no time did Powers lose control of the
Investigatilion.

Thus when, as Governor, Warren was called upon to
appoint a State Co-ordinator of Law Enforcement, he chose
the astute and diplomatlic Chlef of Police of Bakersfield.

Powers could talk policeman's language to the police
and social workers' language to the soclal workers. He
arranged semlnars for peace officers on race relation
techniques. He held zone meetings for sheriffs and
chiefs of police where problems of the returning Nlsel
were thrashed out. Always, hls practicallty and sensi-
tlvity contributed to day to day solutions for law
enforcement.

Powers went out of office when my term as Attorney
General explred. California remains much 1n his debt
for his post-war services.

Robert W. Kenny, Judge
1 June 1971
The Superlior Court
111 North Hill Street
Los Angeles, Californla
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INTERVIEW HISTORY

Robert Powers was interviewed to document (1) the
murder investigation of Earl Warren's father when Powers
was police chief of Bakersfield, (2) law enforcemédnt in
California under Attorney General Kenny and Governor
Earl Warren, (3) race relations, in general, and
particularly regarding law enforcement,

Interviewer:

Time and Place
of Interview:

The Interview:

Amella R. Fry, director, Earl Warren Oral

History Office.

June 10 and June 12, 1969
Bakersfield, Californla
Those present: Robert Powers and Amelia

It was May, 1969. The book, Warren, the

Man, the Court, the Era, had been 1n
print sufficiently long for the Earl
Warren Oral History staff to have noted
it, digested it and after some pursuit,
persuaded its author, John Weaver, to
advise us on matters of prospective
interviewees and topilcs related thereto.
It was also the month that, after a
volatile year, Berkeley finally erupted
into its longest, most long-lasting
riot, complete with tear gas, CS gas,
bayonets, and bullets, and focused on
the occupation of People's Park. Each
event -- Weaver's book and the three-
week occupation and riots -- became an
equal factor in weighing whether to
interview Robert Powers, ex-Police Chief
of Bakersfield, ex-coordinator of law

~enforcement in California.

Weaver was enthusiastic. In his own

Fry

unrecorded interviews, he had found Powers a
rich source of information on Bakersfield,

on the murder of Methias Warren (the
Chief Justice's father), on the Treturn
of the Japanese after World War II.
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On the other hand, I reminded Weaver that
thls month of this year was not the best
time for anyone in Berkeley to attempt
constructive contact with a member of the
law enforcement community.

Even after Weaver's assurances that Powers
1s a "thinking cop,™ delightful to know,

a dark reservation in my mind persisted:
if an interviewer managed to ignore and
even successfully cover her own hostility,
the interview would be a different quality --
sketchy and superficial. If her pro-
fessionalism crumbled, a verbal free-for-
all could ensue over the current Berkeley
action, and the transcript would die
aborning for lack of a release.

However, the fact that I was scheduled to
conduct interviews with Earl Warren's former
classmates in Bakersfield led me also to
write Mr. Powers for an appointment. He
answered he would be avallable anytime

in June., His letter did not reveal any
enthusiasm for the interview, but it did
not throw out the idea. In the meantime
my hostility toward anyone who was now or
had ever been a member of a police force
was deepened by the onset of acute
respiratory difficulties directly attribu-
table, I was sure, to the endless days of
breathing tear gas in our office.

Powers and I met at the coffee shop in my
Bakersfield hotel June 10. There he stood,
matching my mental prototype of the
policeman-in-charge-of-it-all. About

5'8", erect, slightly round, with a ruddy
face., He spoke, and his lack of a Jersey
accent startled me. I also knew that ten
Years before he had suffered a stroke, but
any effects of it were not apparent.

He wanted to know more about the Earl
Warren Oral History Project and the ultimate
deposit of the interview. I assured him his
commentary was needed, that 1t would be
properly handled, and evoked the names of
the Regents, the Banc¢roft Library, and
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John Weaver. He disclosed great respect
and admlration for Earl Warren, and perhaps
even more for Robert Kenny. What portions
of hls career, as memolrs, would contribute
to the fund of information we were

trying to preserve?

The conversation, after a few jerks and
stops, smoothed to an easier pace and we
agreed on major topics. But the nego-
tlatlons faltered on the question of
whether to record those experiences of
Powers that were unrelated to elther Warren
or Kenny.

We retired to a quiet room and began

recording immediately. His forthrightness
often caught me off-guard and disarmed

me. ("I was a bigoted racist in Bakersfield.")
Expressing hlis own perplexity at his

restraint in never accepting graft money,

he mused, "I don't know why. Maybe I

was afraid."” And again, "I had no morals."

The sesslon moved swiftly through a boyhood
of preclious few years in an elementary
school in New Mexico, many odd jobs, a

stint in the Washington office of Chief of
Cavalry during World wWar I, and a career

in law enforcement begun with the New
Jersey State Police in 1921, He then came
West as a train guard, a deputy sheriff,

and finally a rookie policeman in Bakersfield.
At the point in his story when in i933 he
attained the rank of Chief, the interview
slowed down, with Powers willing to expand
on the kalaldoscope of crime, corruption,
and police work. A keen intellect was
emerging, too, as he told of his approach to
law enforcement problems on essentially an
analytical-innovative base. Not only had

he gone agalinst local mores by refusing

to accept graft, he instituted a training
program, insisted his men learn to speak and
write English well, gave them typing
lessons. He suppressed gambling and
prostitution to a level that he could
control, When Earl Warren's father was






viii

murdered in Bakersfield, Chief Powers was

in charge of the investigation, and although
he was inundated with volunteer help from
professional investigators who flocked in
from all over the state, sufficient evidence
was never found to charge a suspect.
However, this was the beginning of professional
ties between the stubborn, anti-graft

police chief of Bakersfield and the man who
was about to become the new Attorney General
because he, too, had found corruption, as
District Attorney of Alameda County.

Both had prevalled in their resistance to
corruption that was supported and indulged
in by the very government of which each was
a part. Powers tells of his trips to see
Attorney General Warren for advice -- or
solace =-- whenever his own strategles had
falled to fend off a survival crisis in his
Job. After Warren became governor, he
appointed Powers to the Law Enforcement
Advisory Committee, in which he very shortly
got the Job of commiittee coordinator. The
first blg task to hit the group was that

of galning the cooperation of the law
enforcement people 1n assuring a non-
violent acceptance of the Japanese American
cltizens, who were being returned from War
Relocation camps. Power's comments on the
resettlement are centered primarily on the
American Herltage article which had Jjust
appeared.*

Perhaps Power's most far-reaching accomplish-
ments began in August of 1945 when Attorney
General Robert Kenny, by leglslative action,
created the position of Coordinator of Law
Enforcement Agencles for California and

put Powers in the slot. He had, and still
holds tremendous regard for Kenny's
fearlessness, mental aculty, and administration
ability. The two must have performed

*¥Janet Stevenson, "The Return of the Exiles,"”
American Heritage 20, No. 4 (June, 1969):
22""_0
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in tandem extremely well. This was when
the zone meetings of police chiefs were
instituted at regular intervals around

the state, when the problem of race
relations 1n law enforcement was confronted
in pilot meetlings between bhlack citizens
and white prejudiced police in Richmond,
when the zoot suit riots were cooled in

Los Angeles. It was also when relations
between J. Edgar Hoover and the Attorney
General's office -- probably never destined
to be warm and empathetic -~ became tangled
in Hoover's hostility toward the police
zone meetings. All of these experiences
Powers related over the tape recorder

with the verbal economy of a capable
free-lance writer, which he is, and the
care of one for whom truth 1s a serious
responsibility.

But there was more to tell: about the

reriod after when Fred N. Howser became
Attorney General and Powers resigned.

Deeply committed to his mission of training
police for more tolerance of racial minorities --
he had written a training manual -- Powers

now obtained money to put his ideas into
cinematic form; he took on the job.of chief
prosecutor in a legislative inwvestigation

of racial bias and violence in the Oakland
Police Department; he helped integrate a

white school in Arlzona with young lawyer
Stewart Udall. But the Oakland incident

had left him smeared with "Communist® labels -~
Oakland's contribution to what became

known as the McCarthy Era. The Arizona
experience was far more rewarding, ending

not only with an integrated school but with

a story which Powers himself had taped

with the heroine, Betty Toomes.

Powers was reluctant to rehash these latter
experiences. He was not convinced, at

the end of our first session, that they
possessed the significance required for such
ego-centric treatment, the "I d4did"
characteristic of an interview. Nor had

he declded that he could give up his
collection including articles, manuals, and
the movie script; and he did not know the






whereabouts of the Toomes transcrlpt in
Arizona.,

However, he showed up for a second inter-
view two days later, lugging a large
brief case. He had been thinking, he
sald, and here were all the requested
papers, including also hls manuscript of
the history of the Bakersfield Police
Department. (Later he located the Toomes
transcript, which is appended in this
volume.) At the end of the recorded
session, he even consented to talk about
his childhood.

Weaver's "thinking cop" assessment of
Powers had proved correct. Powers had
always been a compulsive reader. He and
the editor of the Bakersfield Californian
had read and discussed books together,
devastating books like Lincoln Steffin’s
The Shame of the Citlies.
Having become intrigued with welghtier
questions of ethics and morality, Powers
had also devoured the world's basic
religious documents: the Koran, the
Pend-Avesta, the Bible, the Bhagavad
Glta, and eventually had allied himself
with the world falth, Baha'i.

Because of the natural pattern of developing
rapport iIn the interviews, the transcript
has been left in 1ts original order with
the childhood section appearing last. 1In
our post-interview correspondence, we
rehashed current as well as old questlions
of law enforcement, and in the process he
added information to the transcript in
two places: his reply to the Katcher*
version of the criminal investigation of
the murder of Warren's father, and his
elucidation of some specific assignments
under Attorney General Kenny.

*Leo Katcher: Earl Warren, A Political
Biography, McGraw-Hi1ll, 1967. Passage
quoted in the transcript.
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As friends we shared-his "Maxims of an
Farlier Day Police Chief," distilled in
1966 out of his years of experience. It
seems a succlinet enough statement to be
worthy of appending also.

Some months later the question arose

with Negro journalist Almena Lomax as to
whether any murder suspects in the Methlas
Warren case were black; a segment of the
Negro community apparently had suspected
that the black suspects might have been a
reason for Governor Warren's not pushing
Failr Employment Practices legislation
strongly enough., In answer to our inqulry,
Powers sent a statement that all of the
"ma jor" suspects were white, and thls 1s
appended along with Miss Lomax's memorandum.

Even as we were making these additions to
the transcript, Powers added yet another

chapter to his crusade. He had become lnvolved
in a racial clash in Bakersfield, via his

son, Steve, who was a policeman. Steve had
starred as chief witness against his own
fellow police in a hearing :on police
brutality against black youths at a
community dance. The ensuing police
harrassment of both the elder Powers and
his son failed to intimidate either and lead
lnstead to wide press coverage and the
formation of a branch of American Civil
Liverties Union in Bakersfield. In letters
and clipping, this episode is documented

as the final appendix. All of his larger
manuscripts are filed with the interview

in The Bancroft Library.

Amelia R. Fry, Director
Earl Warren Oral History
Project

1 June, 1971
486 The Bancroft Library
University of California, Berkeley
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Fry:

Powers:

Fry:
Powers:
Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:
Fry:

Powers:

Interview 1 -~ June 10, 1969

BAKERSFIELD POLICE CHIEF

Let me start out, Mr. Powers, by getting where you
were born.

Las Vegas, New Mexico. I was a grammar school
dropout, which i1s way ahead of what they do today.
And then World War I.

You did go into World War I?
I was in World wWar I.
When were you born?

In 1900. It was October 3, if you believe in astrology.
And World War I -- after that I did another enlistment
in the regular army and then went on the New Jersey
State Police, where I was for a couple of years.

I see. In the army were you also in police work?

No. I had no thought of police work then -- just

the normal fear of police that everyone has, that I
have now again of course, because I'm not too closely
connected with them. Then I came west and worked as

a deputy sheriff in New Mexico and Arizona and did
some work as a train rider on the railroads. Those
were the days that they had had to have marines on

the trains to keep people from robbing the mail.

When they took them off they hired one man to take

the place of a squad of marines, and so I did that for
a while., And then I came to Bakersfield in '27.

That intrigues me about the trains. What was your
route?

From Albuquerque to Los Angeles.
Did you ever have any train robberies?

No. It was my job to keep them from doing it, and it
was a matter of searching trains and getting rid of
people on the trains who might rob them. Oh, freight
trains that I've been involved in -- they were robbed -~
but never a mail train robbery. I guess I was too
vicious~looking and they didn't do it.






Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:
Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

That sounds like a rapidly fading era of American
history.

Oh, thls is all gone. Everything about rallroads is
dying out fast. It's something that will be interesting
a hundred years from now, like oxcarts.

That's right. Could you give me an example of how you
flgured out who you were supposed to throw off the
train? Who was a suspiclous character?

No., The thing was, 1n order to rob a traln you have
to get on it. A traln would start pulling out of,
oh, say Barstow, and 1'd happen to be in Barstow.
There'd be a gold shipment or something very valuable
on the train. A trailn that had a highly valuable
cargo was called a silk train. But as a train

pulled out of Barstow, say, golng east, I would wait
untll they tested the alr brakes on the engine about
half a mile out of town, and then I'd climb aboard
behind the englne, you see. If anybody was on I
would probably get rid of them fast there, and then
go over the top of the train and see what was doing
and be prepared at the next station if the train

had to stop. And 1f an unusual stop came up, somebody
manipulated the slignals to stop the train, then I
would be very much on the alert -- thinking tnat if
there was an unusual stop that probably somebody

had manipulated the signals and was intending to rob
the train. All these thlngs get to be routine after
you do them,

Then in 1927 you came to Bakersfield.
Bakersfield. I was still working for the railroad.

So you came to Bakersfield, then, after Earl Warren
had already left?

Oh, yes. I didn't know anything about him. And I
went to work on the police department as a patrolman
in January, 1928.

Well, how did Warren get to know you?

Oh, you're way ahead.

Oh, I'm ahead of the story. All right. So you
started out as a patrolman.
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Powers:

Yes. Then in 1933 I was made chief.* Now are we
heading fast for Warren, or do you want me to tell
you stories?

Why don't you tell me stories?

Okay. Before I was chief I was mostly concerned with
traffic, although there wasn't the sharp division
between traffic work and criminal work that there

1s now. They overlapped a great deal. And I became
concerned with safety of school children and helped
develop these techniques that are in general use
today of safety instruction in the schools and
adequate signals to warn of schools, and so forth,
and did a spectacular job of traffic control insofar
as the protection of school children is concerned.
The methods still go on. I guess that was probably
one of the most significant of my accomplishments.

The other thing was, between Albuquerque and Los
Angeles I had worked alone and had nobody to depend
on. The job was either done by me or not at all.

So, coming to Bakersfield to go to work on a police
department, I didn't know that you were supposed to
walt until eight men came to help catch a burglar

or stick~up man. I would always do it myself. 1I

was impatient and in a hurry. So I made a reputation,
not as a result of my courage but of my conditioning,
and of the fact that I didn't like to work with
anybody unless I knew him very well. Those things
helped to make 1t possible for me at age 33 to be the
chief of police.**

The police all over the state with the exception of
Berkeley were a run-down-at-the-heel bunch of social
misfits; lots, lots of the police had political
connections, and couldn't make a living any place

else, and many of them were barely literate. Many of
them had no idea about police work -- not all of them --
but generally the whole law enforcement structure in

*Powers, Robert, Bakersfield Police Department, 1898-
1946, typewritten manuscript, Bancroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley.

**Powers, Robert, Maxims of an Earlier Day Police
Chief, a xeroxed copy in The Bancroft Library, University
of California, Berkeley.
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California was corrupt. Exceptions, certainly
always exceptions, but this 1s a generality.

And something, I don't know where it happened,
but some peculiar aspect of my personality kept me
from taking money -- graft -- being opposed to the
general idea. I should be able to isolate that
restraint; 1t's not loglical, but there was something
there. I would steal whiskey and things like that,
but money I didn't. And so my effect on this local
police department was in the direction of bringing
about a relatively honest law enforcement among
people who were then appointed politically and were
not good material as law enforcement officers. I
began, with the good things I had learned up to the
fifth grade in Las Vegas, New Mexico, to develop some
testing procedures for police, and became concerned
that getting people there to work who were --
well, certalnly not morons, certainly not geniuses,
though some of them were above average in intelligence
and capable of learning.

How did you do this if the other aspects of the
community weren't with you on 1t? Because, for
instance, in some communities it's been very difficult
to reform a police department because perhaps the
courts were also corrupt, and you can®t have honest
police and corrupt courts very easily.

This is true. But I lived by my wits; I was an
extremely devious person, and I and others had taken
the trouble to get a civil service law passed which
put the chief under civil service, and I was legally
responsible to no one but the city manager. The
council was naturally corrupt because being in
control of the police department they also could
control vice to their own interests. When I became
police chief we had 65 gambling joints and 38
whorehouses in Bakersfleld, beslides slot machines,
punchboards, and things like that ~-- a lot of mon=sy
for somebody. So over a period of a few years 1
managed to gain control, not eliminate vice, but
control it to the extent that I cut off the income
of the politicians. In other words, if I would find
or suspect a place of paying off, I would wreck

it and close it. So thlis developed . . .

So in other words, they could exist, but without
payoffs?
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They could exist without much paying off. I couldn’t
even begin to wipe 1t out entirely. You see, the
churches wanted vice because they collected from the
racketeers, If they had a mortgage to pay off they
could go around and say, "I will put the heat on the
police department to get you closed up unless you
meke a substantial contribution.®

Oh, 41d they?

This was goling on, yes. The Chamber of Commerce
loved vice because thelr members owned the bulldlngs
and they could charge exorbitant rents for everything.
'The politiclans didn't want the town closed.

Nobody wanted the town closed but me, and the only
reason I wanted 1t -- I didn't really want it closed.
I wanted to be the controlling factor 1n it. And my
strength was thls accldent of personality that I
happened not to take money. I don't know why.

Maybe 1 was afraid.

You don’t remember any strict moral upbringing or
enything like thls?

Oh no. I had no morals. I merely regarded my conduct
as based on my safety and convenlence.

So in other words, the reason you were agailnst graft
was that you saw that you could never be secure as
police chief -- be "your own man" whlle the corruption
continued to exist?

I couldn't have a police department which I thought
possible of coming into being (and I had to move
towards suppressing vice surreptitiously). Many
sly steps you see, because as soon as, for instance,
the city councll began to suspect -- they attempted
to repeal the Civil Service Act. They finally tried
to three times. Had they succeeded, they would have
had me by the throat, and out I would have gone.

Well, who were your constituents in all of thls?

I didn't have any. I didn't have anyone who was
active or interested. They weren't even aware of the
fact that I was trylng to recreate -- there was only
one man in the whole state who knew what I was doing
or even suspected, and that was August Vollmer in
Berkeley, who created the Berkeley Police Department.
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Were you in contact with Vollmer?

Not intimately, but enough so that he knew what I

was doing. And once in a while he'd send a captain

or somebody down to look over what I was doing, out

of curiosity and because he was interested in the

same thing. But I don't remember anybody else who
was lnterested in this course of progress. You see,
there was no demand for improvement in law enforcement
at that time. Nobody wanted it improved.

Well, how did you get these ideas? 1 was told by John
Weaver that you were a "thinking cop.” And then in
the article that's out this month, that's June 1969

in American Heriltage, it describes you as an un-
formally educated cop, #

No, an un-formally educated "intellectual." This

1s something! Because I'm so prejudiced against
intellectuals. But that has been thrown at me,
together with "a white blackbird,” as the French say,
and that delights me.

That's right. You never passed grade school, but
you're obviously an educated person. How did you
get this way?

I'm a well-educated person; I'm a highly educated
person. But I don't know how it came about. Now

this 1s a question I can't answer, unless reading books
did it, but that's the only thing I know of. And

plus the fact that I had a few principles, like,

"He that only rules by terror doeth grievous wrong.
Deep as hell I count his error; let him hear my song,"”
for instance, by Tennyson, from "The Captive."

And "Rules are made to use when brains run out,"”

was another. The point was that I knew the social
system insofar as police was concerned was rotten,

and I suppose I have a streak of perfectionist in me
some place as to certain things (but not as to
everything), and I thought, "I can make a good

police department. It's fun to do; I will do it."”

I hate pretentious people. I hate people who push
other people around, as Bob Kenny says, and I tend

#*Janet Stevenson, "The Return of the Exiles,"
American Heritage 20, no. 4 (June 1969):22+.
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to go for the underdog. But you see, I had to learn
1t. As I was golng along I didn't know any of it.
So, how this came about -- no interviewer could ever
dig it out.

But I did accomplish things with the police
department. I'm leading up to Earl Warren. I did
accomplish things with the police department. As I
began to replace the o0ld misfits with a few younger
men, I made them all go to school. And this was
very hard, because nobody thought about schooling
cops In those days. So I had about a two-day
conference talkling about this until they finally
agreed that if it could be practical they'd like it.
And then from that we came to a point where --

What kind of schooling was this?
At the police department in the classroom.
It was sort of on-the-~job schooling?

On-the-job training. And I made them all take a course
in oral and written English -~ everybody -- because
for every time a cop uses a club or a gun he uses

a million words, you see. If you can't talk, if

you don't have a vocabulary, you can't transmit
ldeas, you can't make yourself effective. They came
around to this all right. And I made them all learn
touch system typing. I made them all learn to
classify fingerprints and do some technical work.

And of course I made them memorize the laws of arrest
so they could recite them like general orders in

the army, so they'd know what they were doing. This
took a long time; this didn't happen overnight.

You hear a great deal these days about recognizing the
rights of the individual during an arrest. Did you
bring some of this into it then?

Yes, I brought some of this into it, but mostly
with a view to protecting the officer and myself.

The right to make the phone call?

Oh no, not that. We wouldn't even let them get
near an attorney. We'd hide them out. 1In those
days you had no deep concern for the individual
right as has come to be the proper attitude now.
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Powers: But my alm in teaching them the law was to keep them
from getting in trouble. We didn't teach them to
follow the law, Just to know what it was so that
if they deviated from it and got in trouble or were
threatened with a false arrest suit, they coulad
protect themselves. No high moral standard about
it -- it was a matter of self-protection.

Fry: And legal protection for themselves.

Powers: For themselves. It was the cops against the world and
society. You see, during this time I was chief,
there was the California Peace Officers Association,
made up and run by police chiefs and sheriffs,
generally. And they meet once a year and are concerned
with legislation and various self-serving activities,
and Warren was always a member of that.
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THE SATURDAY EVENING POST
July 13, 1948
Vol. 221, No. 5

Page 10.

TOUGH COP

BOB POWERS, the former police chief who starts the story of his career
in this issue (CRIME WAS MY BUSINESS, Page 22), seems to be the kind of a
copper you would be glad to see if yo&ﬁﬁ%ﬁiac loose in the neighborhood, and
would be equally glad not to see if you had broken the law yourself, in
which case you’d call him a hard-boiled heel., When Pete Martin went out to
Bakersfield, California, to work with Powers on the story, Pete wanted to
know for sure what kind of a man Powers was. “Give me a list of six people
who like you,” he said, “and six who hate your guts.” Powers wrote out
the list without a minute’s hesitation. Pete began his rounds. He found that
Powers was dead right on both lists.

The first man Pete interviewed snarled at the mention of Powers’ name.
"That = = = = = = =" he said. “I won’t even talk about him.” It was the
same when Pete checked the list of pro-Powers people. They were as loud in
their praise as the others were in their denunciations. It appears that
the chief, being a man of strong opinions, created strong opinions about
himself.

Powers is a man in his late forties, probably a good deal restless in
retirement. Eddie Albert of the movies is one of Powers’ pals, and employed
the chief to write movie shorts intended to combat juvenile delinguency.
Powers would make a perfect house quest these overcrowded days. As a re-
sult of his early days in the Southwest, when he slept when and if he got
a chance, Powers can’t sleep in a bed. At bedtime he hauls out a sleeping
bag he bought at an Amy surplus store and sleeps peacefully on the good
hard floor,
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The Bakersfield Californian, Saturday, July 20, 1968
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It was in the reor of this residence at 707 Niles Street that Methios H. Warren was
bludgeoned to death 30 ycars ago in o mystery killing that remoins unsolved today. The
wealthy recluse was the father of Earl Warren, retiring U.S. Supremc Court chief justice.

HEE . =~ Unsolved Murder of
' Earl Warren's Father
Still Kern Mystery

By BILL BLOECHER

In the records of California =~ AS a otorm center—both
| crime—noted for ~macabre Ditterly denounced and loyally
| unsolved murders—the slaying :defended—Warren, in the
of Methias H. Warren just 30 latter position, increasingly
years ago stil remains has become the sobject of
shrouded in deep mystery. blographers and essayists. The

Long dormant in the files "wurren murder mystery has
of Bakersfield police poc eluded these would be
department, the  Warren piqorians and a number of
murder suddenly has come poore on the career of the
“allve as the cONToVersY  chief Justice appeared.
surrounding  Barl Warren p oo on the Sunday mora-
continues, heightened by his ' o ¢ May 15, 1938, that
resignation from the office of  payersfield awakened to the
Chief Justice of the US.  giqurjing news the againg
Supreme Court. recluse Methias H. Warren,
Methias was the father of by report wealthy from
. Earl Warres, the onetime .p...4 real estate ventures,
h g et Wada iarl::muf:’d new;mmorw}:(, had been bludgeoned to death.
) ' t es was jed at the hands|
Former Bakerstield pofice chicf Robert B. Power's, who 1. ciate of California, asptred of};‘; L’ﬁ%e‘;tmed T R
headed the investigation of the bludgeon slaying of (o the U.S. presidency and . 4o+ home which he
Methios H. Warren 30 years ago, lives quictly in retire- menwuawolme(tij;’ﬂwmgh occupied alone at 707 Niles
mont in Raker<field Califoruian Photox post of Chief Jus : Street.
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"Unsolved Murder of Earl Warren's Father Still Kern Mystery'" (con't)

Until his death Methias had
been relatively obscure, A
native of Norway, he worked
as a car Inspector for
Southern Pacific  Rallroad
after coming to Bakersfieid.
Methodically, and apparendy
successfully, he invested his
savings In real estate. some
ot it In rental properties.

But it was to his son Earl,
later to become the only Cali-
fornian to win election three
times  a< governor, that he
was to owe the measure of

importance  later to he
attached to his demlisc.
Farl, after a modest

beginning during which as a
lad he delivered papers after
bicycling to and from Kern
County Unlon High School
(now Bakersfield High
School), had gone on to higher
educatfon  at  University of
Californla and unusual success
as a prosecuting attorney. He
alzo entered national politics
and became a Republlcan
national committeeman.

The man who was later to
head the highest court In the
land was Alameda County
prosecutor and a likely
candidate for the office of
attorney general of California
in the upcoming elections the
following fall when the elder
Warren met his wragic death
that May weekend.

The shock waves of the
elder Warren's beating death
were still rocking Bakersfield
when young Warren himself
arrived on the scene. Both the
circumstances of the crime
and the importance of young
Warren's already soaring pol-
itical star quickly hrought law
enforcement  officers and
investigators from the Bay
area and Southern California
to Bakersfield, together with
an inevitable escort  of
newsmen.

Not even the news of a
calamitous wrecking of an
airliner wlith all Its human
cargo 50 miles away could
budge the Warren murder
story from lt= demination of
front page headlines.

Ralph Kreiser,  veterau
newsman who, with Jim Day,
then sports editor and chief
photographer, “covered” the
Warren day-by-day story for
I'he Bakersfleld Californian,

Robert B. Powers, long
gince retired but still a
Bakersfield resident, was chief
of police at the time and was
in charge of the investigation.

Charles Dodge, Kern County
sheriff, recalls that he was
then a young Bakersfield
pollce sergeant and on desk
duty that morning when the
report of the murder came
to beadquarters.

Law enforcement personnel
here was relnforced, Powers
recalls, by Alameda County
offlecers, including Warren’s
own chief investigator, Oscar
Jahnssen, Oakland. officers
and pollce from Southern
California. A dozen visiting ex-
perts on crime volunteered
assistance.

“The pressure for the
ktlling was terriflc”
Powers recalls. “It must be
understood that Warren at
that time had already galned
considerable popularity among
organlzed peace officers in the
state and they were quick to
rally and volunteer
assistance.”

One of the unusual aspects
of the case, Rrelser recallr
is that ne suepoat ever was
formally charged with the
murder although more than
a aozen were jalled during
the course of the investigation.

Kreiser wrote  for  The
Californian that at one time
22 Investlgators were cngaged
on the case, together with [lve
stenographers.  Warren  left
after  five days,
arranging his father’s funeral
and handling estate matiers.

The scene of the murder
was graphicaliv described on
Monday., May 16 by Kreiser,
writing under black headlines
reading  “Mystery Kilier
Hunted in Warren Pipe Mur:l-
er

There was a picture of the
“death chair” with a line
drawing  of  the  probable
positlon of the victim when
altacked.  The  Chltformon
story related how thie body
was found ot M0 am b
v Warren emplove, Willlam
Reed, who came 1o dians
busines~" that Sandav
morning.

after

“A trail of blood,” Kreiser's
story vread, “led from the
hair in Warren's kitchen to

™+ 1. . [ 23 PR | St

~urroundingz the chale and on
letters scattered near {t werce
found. and the men -
shattered glasses were vins
on the tloor near lus bedroom
slippers. Both were near ihe
chair in which Warren wii<
Stting when  the  attack
oceurred.”

It then related bow Warren
was beaten over the heud with
a piece of plpe later found
in a neighboring yard wheee
it was presumed thrown by
the “shadow Killer ™ as he wax
labeled,  The  pipe. it wie
stated, had been picked up
by the killer in the yard @
the rear of Warren's home.

A large part of o page the
dav following was devoted to
a serles of Kretser™s and Day's
pholographs  showing  where
the plpe was picked oy, and
Yater thrown. the bloodsiained
<ecene in Worren's home. a
picture of Yowers and of the

corps of visiting
investigators.
Ensuing <toties were

highlighted DLy pictures  of
Warren, such typical headlines
ax “Killer Probe Jalls Two'
and other elaborations as the

murder continued top news
here.
There were the familiar

“mysiery witnes-es” and
other stereotypes of unsolved
murder cuse . e online e
disclosure  of o purpnried
violent argument Lite on the
mght of the murder ar 1the
Warren home.

Powers today, iz retirement
from police work =ince 1046,
says he is convinced the gnllty
man never was In custody or
known. The murder conld
have been commltted by one
of Warren’s temants. tle had
several rental houses  of
nondescript tyvpe.

These. their acquaintances
and people  gencrally were
aware of the bhellef that
Warren had money. Robbery
might eacily have been the
motive. Powers savs e
helieves it was.

“Warren was killed with a
pipe which was picked np In
his back vard by the murdercr
hefore entering,” Powers says
in reconstructing the «laving.
“A man Intent on hilling woald
have gone there preparcd.

8c






"Unsolved Murder of Earl Warren's Father Still Kern Mystery"

*“I think it is reasonahle that
the killer went to the Warren
premlses. peered through the
window, saw him golng over
accountg, handling money, and
decided to rob hin.

“For a weapon, he looked
about, and plcked up the rusty
pipe, part of the litter In the
vard.”

The attacker might have
surprised Warren. Ile might
have bheen known to Warren
and thus might not have
aroused the latter's susplcions.
The attacker might have
panicked in the aet of rohbing
and fearing that Warren either
hnew him or could identify
him, may have Kkilled to
prevent it.

Powers advances these as
hypotheses based on his
knowledge of crime and the
evidence, The 1Idea that
Warren. after belng sctruck,
was carrled to his bed and
dumped  therenn bv  the
murdercr, I not credible to
Pow ers.

"1 believe Warren  had
sufficient =trencth to himself
tind hic wav 10 the bed,” <avs
the former police chief. *An
attacker would not reasonalbly
stop to do it.

“1  belleve ‘hut robhery,
learly, waz the motive " cald
Powere (ne pct of the cullty
person which has nev.r heen
« eplained adequate'y, he sald,
—ae L S ane bt aee ~e thi
murderec’s  scattertry  rent
tecelins — and a $ hill —

alter Yemeks . o hant 0,
marking 4 o eward Daher
Ntveet,

Neither the rastv pipe, the
deuth weapon, nor anv of the
other possible leads rewarded
investigators with .lenufialle
lingerprints o a'her tivs to
the crime,

Powers  Is contidert  the
mvestigation was thoreugh in
every respect. Howe oo e
conjecture< that sefenc. has
sInce added techniques 1o the
investigative processes which,
if a%ailable then, might have
led to the erime’s <olution

At he  time,  Fowever,
Powers  wa<  eongidered  an
unusually able offfeer. He had
Jomed the Rakersfield police
furce in 1927 and had ricen
1o the post of chief jn 1973
Prior to coming to Rakey. feid
he hod served wih thp New

Sdersev state police heginning

in 19220 had conwe ver and
had served in New  Moevico
and  Avizona as Sheriff's
deputies. 1le retieed  as
Baker -fielll ehlef iy 1990 5 ~
IS~ o omatter o faet
that Dowers wae e highte
rogrded by Bl Warren thee
as o governer. he o apnointed
Powers  coorainafor of  Laee
enfircement aroncle. of the
state of Cadiforniy ofter ot
makine im0 cominytee
member

(con't)
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FIRST CONTACTS WITH EARL WARREN

California Peace Offlcers Association

He was the only district attorney I can remember
who cultlivated the cops. I thought 1t was a
marvelous political move on his part, because when
you have all the police and sheriffs and deputy
sheriffs for you, you've got a blg, strong thing,
almost like Mayor Daley.

You have your fleld organization,

Right. That's something speclal. And I would say
(and I'm sure wrong, this 1s an exaggeration, but

I always exaggerate) that every law enforcement officer
in this state was for Warren, had a personal concern
for him, liked him. The average attorney, district
attorney, clty attorney, and others, stood aloof

and looked down thelr noses at these cops and deputy
sheriffs and so on., Warren was right in the middle
of them all the time. Every meeting he was always
there. When they were all getting drunk he would
stand there with a glass in his hand -~ I don't think
he ever drank over one or two glasses a night in his
life, I never saw him even excited -~ but he was
there with the people and cultivating them, and

just belng with them. And of course he wasn't
talking about civil rights; he wasn't talking about
integration; he wasn't talking about any such things
then. They wouldn't have understood him, and he
wouldn't have accomplished hls purpose, which was
political, yes. But also to help.

Why did you think he was mingling with the officers?
I attributed it as purely political.
Civil rights lssues weren't even in the ailr then?

Those 1ssues weren't in the air; no one was concerned
about them. The newspaper would report that we had
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Powers: a suspect and he had been grilled for 48 hours and
still hadn't broken, you know. This was normal for
reporting because the people accepted that; they
expected that sort of police behavior.

Fry: What did Earl Warfen talk to them about when you
would see him at those meetings? What was on his
mind?

Powers: I don't remember him ever having given a speech, but
I remember mostly that around between dull speeches
and so forth he'd be around the officers and talk
to them. He'd give them legal advice to the extent
that they could absorb it, and he was one of them.

So I certainly never thought of him as being inter-
ested in any rights of a criminal, because we weren't
in those days.

Fry: But did he seem interested in the problems of the
policemen?

Powers: Yes. He was interested in the problems of the
police insofar as they were in conflict with local
politiclans and especially with regard to vice.

Here is the story of the ordinary police chief of

4O or 50 years ago. The vice interests ran the city
council and the police department, in those dsays,

or in a great many citles, and in some yet. And

the police have no way of improving the conditions
or getting control or closing up places or keeping
rimps from pushing the cops off the sidewalk. It
was this condition. And Warren would discuss means
and so forth or what police could do, because Warren
had already made his reputation, you see, when he
had attacked corruption in Alameda County.

And he was an enlgma in a sense because he was
honest, and the honest cops were suspect among all
their contemporaries, because it wasn't normal.
Policemen got lmpossibly low salaries, and some
of them got rich on the side. I don't remember
Warren ever trying to do a crusade to make the cops
more honest; he may have spoken of it. There must
be all of his talks that he gave at Peace Officers
Association on file someplace.

Earl Warren presented an lmage in no say
superior to the police officer -- it wasn't a false
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thing, he's incapable of falsehood; he's incapable

of deviousness and so forth; one merely knows that in
assoclation with him. He's unquestionably the most
honest man I ever knew in public life. And

this would have been offensive in most people, because
a human belng, when he comes in contact wlth someone
who presumes to be perfect, hates him. This is our
nature. But Warren's virtue was tempered by this,
well, compassion's a lousy word to use here, but
empathy with the policeman. He understood their
problem; deep down in his guts he understood the
problems and realized that they couldn't be any
better than they were under the circumstances. Now
during all this time I had no assoclation with him
directly. He was around. I would know him when I
saw him: he was district attorney of Alameda County.

The Murder of Warren's Father

And the first contact that I recall having with him
that amounted to anything was when his father was
murdered here in Bakersfield. He flew down that
night with his own investigators, hlis own reporters,
and various others that Sunday night. 1 belleve it
was a Sunday nlight, although 1t was over thirty
years ago, and i1f you've dealt with a hundred
murders you don't l1solate one and remember detalls
much. But he came in that night with hls people
and Oscar Jahnsen, who was hls chief of detectives
in the district attorney's office, the chilef
investigator, and we had a conference. And the
result of the conference was -- I don't know
whether 1t was arrived at through consultation or
through my hardheadedness ~- that I was to be in
charge of the investigation and run it myself, and
nobody else. I don't know how that came about,

but there were some strange things happening there.
One was that with the law enforcement officers
throughout the state, having a feeling for Warren,
all wanted to come help. They came from Los Angeles
and other places, the Los Angeles sheriff's office
and other places; they wanted to come help on the
investigation.

Well, this can make one hell of a mess --
people that you don't have control over. So I
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Powers: couldn't sit still and let anyone else take charge
of the investigation, because there were all the
elements of great conflict, and they developed the
first night -- indications, or seeds of conflict =--
and T had to put them down instantly and make the
point clear that I was in charge. And while I
was in charge 1t was done my way.

The other point was, here was Earl Warren, who
was getting ready to run for attorney general or
had already declared himself, and everybody wanted
him to be attorney general. And supposedly he was
living affluently in Alameda County, and here was
this poor old shack of a house that hls father
lived in, and the backyard was practically a junkyard,
and it looked as if he were 1ln poverty. Now this 1s
what we get at first glance. I hadn't even known
that Matt Warren lived; I wasn't interested in him.
But this is the first picture. Now, this 1ls golng
to hurt Earl Warren, you see, letting his poor old
father live like that. Then, as it developed, it
turned out the old father had a lot of property,
about $175,000 worth it turned out, and was
living as he did through choice.

Fry: My figures on his property, according to John
Weaver, are that he left an estate of $177,653.

Powers: I missed it a little over $2,000.
Fry: Pretty good, after all these years.

Powers: Here then -- can you picture that? Some people
regarded Earl Warren's father as an old hermit
miser type while owning a lot of cheap property and
preylng on poor tenants, a landlord type. All of
these factors became involved, and we were concerned
with catching the murderer, yes, but we were also
concerned with Warren's political career.

Fry: I want to back up and ask you about the offlcers
who volunteered from other areas. Dld they actually
stay and work, or dld you manage to encourage them
to go back home?

Powers: No. They stayed and worked for a few days, until
they saw that 1t was going to be a long, continuing
investigation and a lot of damned hard work. And
then they declded they were too busy elsewhere.
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Well, they had their own Jjobs to return to, didn’t
they?

They had thelr own jobs too, but if they could

have come in quick and been in on the kill, it'd
have helped them. It'd have helped everybody; it'd
have made them speclal friends with Earl Warren.

The investigation, I think I had about 25 men
working on it excluslive of anything else. I had
about six stenographers working on the record. So
I had everything that anybody could ever hope for in
the way of an investigation. Oftentimes you have a
good excuse for not solving a crime. Hell, you
haven't got time. You have g murder, and then
there are two more murders and a stick-up and so
forth, and you Jjust have to hit it here and there.
But here I turned the police department over to an
assistant chief, Grayson, who is dead now, and I
devoted my entire time to this investigation. And
the result was that we didn't catch anybody, and if
we'd caught anybody I should have gotten the credit
for it. If there's any blame for failure, I'm the
only one responsible. And I was concerned about the
responsibility because I knew it might destroy a
man lower than me in the police department, a chief
of detectives or somebody, if he headed it and
didn't make it. You see, then there'd be the
criticism and so forth that might be difficult.

In any event, what happened -- nobody else
knows -- the investigation -- and so forth like I
do, because each investigator dealt with one aspect
of it, and he interviewed one person. I had to
coordinate the whole thing, send them back to do
certain things, recheck and so forth., It was a
robbery. A man came to his house, a prowler 1
believe, looking for what, I don't know. Anyway, he
picked up a plece of pipe in the backyard, hadn't
brought a weapon with him, went in through the back
door. Matt Warren was counting his money and checking
his receipts; he'd been out collecting rents. The
man hit him over the head with the plipe, grabbed
the papers and the money, and left, walked up the
street separating papers and money. He did make a
mistake and dropped one five dollar bill, which we
picked up the next morning or during the course of

the investigation.
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Since then a number of people have tried to make it
some kind of a mysterious conspiracy, like Garrison
in New Orleans trying to make something out of the
Kennedy thing. The Europeans especially are never
satlsfied with less than a conspiracy; the Americans
aren't much better. A clear-cut simple case of
robbery and murder we have here.

You sald "since then" this has come up. Did this
not come up as a possibility at the time? I was
wondering if a consplracy theory was something that
you had to deal with, since Earl Warren was a .
political candidate. a

Well, there may have been some such talk, but it
wasn't very strong. But there have been a few books
written about this in the realm of fantasy. But
robbery resulting in murder was it.

But at that time you didn't have any pressure to
investigate the political aspects of this?

No. I was pretty free from pressure by that time.
I had developed my own position. I did what I
wanted to.

I mean were you aware of others, particularly pro-
Warren people wanting an investigation into whether
this was a consplracy to discourage Warren from
running, or something like that?

I'm sure there was some such talk; there are always
crackpots. There were people who didn't want us to
investigate too deeply. There was one leading
ciltizen, a friend of Warren's, who didn't want us to
investigate too deeply certain aspects of Matt
Warren's relationship to his tenants because he
thought it might develop something that would be
adverse to Warren. I am sure even 1in those days
there were those who thought 1t a conspiracy to
injure Warren, or something like that, but pretty
far-fetched, pretty ridiculous.

The thing about the investigation was that
Warren did not in any way -- now he was in a
strong position, he had status in law enforcement --
criticize or do anything except turn the thing
completely over to me, and seemingly was completely
satisfied. Whereas, since hls father was concerned,
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since he had his own men, he could have come to me
and sald, "I would like Oscar Jahnsen or Jim Ritchie
or one of the other men to sit in with you and you
do thls jolntly," or, "I'd like you to subordinate
yourself to them,"” and I probably would have done it.
But he didn't; it was within my jurisdiction.
Although it was his father, that made no difference.

The newspapermen throughout the state, of
course, flocked in from all over the place, and here
was a small town cop involved in press conferences
about twlice a day, trylng to decide what to tell them
and what not to tell them. But they were generally
very favorable to -- now this is a strange thing to
say 1n a murder case, but there were the political
implications whether you accept them or not -- and
the reporters were favorable; they liked Earl Warren.
People like Earl Warren.

They were favorable to whom?

To him, to Earl Warren. The press seemed to want
to do everything they could do for him.

So you mean they didn't press for embarrassing
details?

They didn't press for embarrassing detail in relation-
ship to Matt Warren. An example of that was the
district attorney and I and Earl Warren were up in

a room in a hotel one morning, and the place was
crowded with reporters. I don't know what all they
wanted to ask. But while I think three of us --

the district attorney and Warren and Tom Scott

and I were sitting on a bed and the reporters were
all around, some question came up which I can't
recall, and Earl Warren broke down and started
crying. And of course instantly and without
pPremeditation or anything like that, a cameraman
snapped a picture. Instantly all of the reporters
turned on this man and took the camera away from him
and took the film out and exposed it to the light.

They 4147

The reporters themselves. Nobody actually saild
anything. They knew that this lacked delicacy,
catching a person in grief. This was to me a very
interesting fact.
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Fry: Thelir group action was not typical reporter behavior
for that period, would you say?

Powers: No. It was anything else but! The cameraman taking
the plcture explained, "He said to take any
plcture of anything that happened naturally." But
instantly they didn't want anything that was indelicate
insofar as Earl was concerned. It's a very strange
thing that a man like him, as good a man as he was,
could get so much genulne affection from a bunch of
bastards who weren't good.

Fry: [Laughter] That’'s a marvelous quotation.

I wanted to ask you about a point on this investiga-
tion. In one of the books I've read, they talk about
the suspect which Oscar Jahnsen was and still is
convinced of as the guilty person. But they said
that the whole thing was called off when they found
out that he had been questioned for several hours at
a stretch 1in this process that you mentioned earlier
that was so typlcal in those days. And Warren or
Jahnsen then called off further investligation of this
man. Do I have that story right?

Powers: I haven't read the book. People have told me about
it a number of times, but I'm not interested in this.
But apparently, you see we were arresting suspects
all over the place -- everybody, anybody -- maybe
there were twenty, thirty, forty, I don't know, and
different teams, usually a local police officer and
an out of town police officer would gquestion these
people. But they were brought in. A number of
arrests were made on suspicion at that time, which
is a fantastic thing in these days but wasn’t then.
And apparently Oscar's team had questioned this
man. Then they’d gone out to check his story, and
before they got back to him two other officers had
taken the suspect on. I was satisfied at the time
there was not enough evidence to charge him. Oscar
may have thought differently. I don't have a clear
and independent recollection of it.

Well, Oscar had, and no doubt still has, his
opinion as to who committed the murder. And no
doubt he would have handled the investigation in a
different manner from what I did. But then some one
of the many officers who worked on the case has a
varying opinion. As to Warren or Jahnsen having
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Robert Powers as Police Chief, Bakersfield,
California. 1935.
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(The following question and quotation were submitted to Mr. Powers after

the interview, and he returned the answer in writing.)

Question: What about Oscar Jahnsen's statement in Leo Katcher's
book, EARL WARREN, A POLITICAL BIOGRAPHY, page 102?

102 EARL WARREN: A POLITICAL BIOGRAPHY

sented someone being killed unreasonably. But you didn’t have to bear the
pain and hurt as something personal. This time, of course, it was different.
But the boss told us all that we were investigating a murder and to act as we
always did. There were rules to follow, rules he’d laid down a long time be-
fore. We were to go by those rules.”

The investigation resulted in the bringing in of a number of suspects: A
ne’er-do-well who had some bloodstains on his shoes; a suspect who had given
a bartender a bill with what seemed to be blood splattered on it; a bank de-
positor who gave some torn bills to a teller for deposit; a homeless vagrant
who was reported to have been seen near the Warren home on Niles Street.

Jahnsen said:

We just kept on working, and then we picked up a man who seemed
to fit. There were a dozen little things—things that meant something
special. T was sure that we had our man. I questioned him and grew
even more certain. I made notes on his story and then left bim to check
out facts which he had given me. Before I left, I told the others to let
him alone.

Well, it took me a lot longer to look into the facts than I'd expected.
What I came up with wasn’t conclusive, but I felt that, with what I
now knew, I might get a confession. I went back to where I'd left the
suspect. When I got there, I found that they’d decided to question him
themselves.

They had been working on him for hours. No food. A light working
on him. They hadn’t touched him, of course. They knew better than
that. But they’d been breaking him down, one after the other. By the
time I got there, he was on the verge of collapse. I blew my top. I said
to them that they’d blown the case. I told them that Earl Warren
would never stand for a confession that was extorted from a suspect.

That was it. I was morally certain then—and I'm just as certain
now—that we had the right man, but T couldn’t put together enough
evidence to make an ironclad case against him. I knew that Earl War-
ren would never let them try a man on evidence that wasn’t riveted.
He loved his father and he wanted his murderer found, but he wouldn’t
break any of his rules or take advantage of his position even to convict
the guilty man if he couldn’t do it with solid evidence that was legally
obtained.

The investigation finally ended. After the confession fiasco, Jahnsen de-
voted his time to the one suspect. He told Warren what he felt and what he
had done. “The boss said I'd done the right thing,” Jahnsen said.

The case is still marked “Open” in the books of Kern County.
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There were possibly 20 officers working on the case. They
represented 6 agencies beside our own Bakersfield police
inspectors (detectives). I, and I alone was in charge. Routine
department operations were turned over to assistant chief
Grayson. Oscar Jahnsen was one of the officers and he worked
on a variety of assignments.

Now it is obvious that integrating these officers (of
various abilities) into an investigative team required my
using a heavy hand to establish my authority. I may say
that neither the local D.A., the sheriff, nor Earl Warren
indicated any desire to assume that respomstbility.

Oscar's statement that we worked under "rules . . .
[Warren] had laid dowm a long time before" must mean that
my own policies and "rules' must have been identical with
those of Warren. Because I was totally unaware that any
such rules existed.

An important aspect of the conduct of this investigation
was to protect an officer working on some detail of the case
from interference by other officers. There 18 an wwritten
law among police that when a suspect is being questioned, no
one else interferes without being asked to do so.

Osecar and some other officer was questioning and checking
the story of a suspect who was in custody. Other officers --
I think two and Oscar thinks four, but none from the Bakersfield
police -- did take over the questioning without being
asstgned to do so, and improperly. Oscar regards their
methods as "third degree.” I don't recall that I was aware
of this at the time. Nevertheless, I was displeased at
thetr interference in questioning Oscar's suspect and I
made my displeasure known. They decided to "go home.!’

Oscar's opinion that the suspect was guilty and that he,
Oscar, could have gotten a confession had there been no
interference is, in my mind, a matter of speculation. This
18 something which can never be determined so it's not worth
my questioning.

There 1s implied criticism of me and the Bakersfield
police. This I regard as that of the book's author, not
Jahnsen. I have Oscar's word that no criticism was intended,
and that he had high regard for me and the department of
those days. My relationship with both Oscar and Earl Warren
over the ensuing years was warm and mutually respectful.

To my knowledge and recollection none of us ever
developed enough evidence (1) to file a complaint,



== T e R Phivl et
lq ' m r'n.m-c-ll ﬂrvv-ml-lnnu-;-

tam- BT mlE Y ST IRITEE AR
i1 l | &Y =i AL M -
= | = H_a
- - - - -
- - —_— -
Lo . m - I
= - ‘_—
- ' -
' - n - | I
- 1 n =i
- J -
I 1 -
! l
- - N o = -
I el - -
. = - - -
= | Ty

Sl ==
=
wil n
)
| |
[
- _l_?.'.q el -
__—p_l- = — - i - ,__|
——w"n:vp - mLa. - ¥
—:ﬂ.-b;—x-n’ﬁ‘llr-—s- » ¥ o' -

RSO --Mo-‘wt-nx--lvt-u e T

W B LW ma abeeee o A-l I

.tau: B \.U'L Ll WY -nlh.nluva-l N

T

[ —

R R T Pe———— ey M |



16c

(2) to bring anyone to a preliminary hearing, (3) get a
grand jury indictment, and let alome (4) bring anyone to
trial.

The investigation failed. If anyone
chooses to assess blame it is, or should be, mine alone.

From the total evidence it is my opinion that the motive
was robbery and that murder was not deliberately intended.
Either we never had the robber-murderer in custody, or if
we did, we sinmply were unable to develop evidence against him.

One final point of interest is that Katcher never
interviewved me and that his account of the Matt Warren
murder investigation and that of John Weaver, who did so, are
very different.
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called off further investigation of any man, neither
was in a position to do so. And had elther done so
over a concern for the suspect's civil rights, it
would seem to me that he would have been out of
character. And any such action would have raised

a conflict with me which 1t 1s hard to believe that
I should have completely forgotten. Warren's
attitude over civil rights is hardly the same as
Chief Justice of the Unlted States as 1t was when he
was a district attorney. Whatever had been learned
from the first and subsequent questioning of thils
suspect, 1t certainly did not produce enough evidence
to result in a complalint being filed.

To speculate on what would have happened if --
and if -- may be amusing, but 1t produces nothing
worth-while. Also, memory plays tricks on us.
There’s the fact of rationalizing and of forgetting
one's own errors. Nevertheless, thlis case was far
from being prominent in my 1ife. In my articles for
the Saturday Evening Post and in my brief hlstory
of the Bakersfield Police Department, I didn't think
it worthy of being mentioned. After all, what makes
this case of interest now has to do with extraordinary
development and attalnments of Earl Warren. At
the time of the murder he was but a lawyer who
happened to be a district attorney. The case
holds no interest for me. If it did I should have,
long ago, reviewed the file on 1t, which I never
intend to do.

Hatred, envy, Jealousy or any of a number of
motives may have been behind the killing. But Matt
Warren was not killled instantly, neither does a
single blow over the head normally cause death.
Those who are raised on detectlve stories can have
a good time with this murder. 1In the flctional
accounts the one least likely is always the killer;
but in real life, obvious motive and gullt count
for more.

Not everybody has a loyal butler. [Laughter] It
must make 1t tough on the police force.

Anyway, we continued the investigation for a long
time and went into a wealth of detall and, as I

say, we didn't get anybody. It's an unsolved case.
My thought, which has no basls 1n evidence whatever,
was that there were a lot of people who rented cheap
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old houses from Warren. We had a lot of bad people
coming into this country from Oklahoma and Texas
and so on, so some of those people generally were
the kind who rented the houses.

These were the Okles escapling from the Dust Bowl?

Okles-escaping-from-the-Dust-Bowl type people. Now
as I say, there's no evidence to prove this, but I
always felt it very possible that some fellow from
Texas stopped in to see a relative, and they might
have talked about this o0ld landlord who was so
rich, as a starter, and he thought, "Well, 1I'll go
collect a little money before I go on my way."

Oh. Just a transient who was here and then gone.
Just a transient. Yet I could have been the one
that did 1t; anybody could have been, as long as

you don't catch him. So this Jahnsen suspect 1s
just something that has Jjust about as much value.*

Did Bakersfield have a lot of Okies in 1t then?

John Steinbeck got rich with The Grapes of Wrath
writing about Bakersfield.

Oh, I'd forgotten that was really Bakersfleld.
That was Bakersfield.

They did present a law enforcement problem, then, for
the police?

No. They didn't present any law enforcement problem.
The goddam politicians and the Chamber of Commerce
presented the problem, because they wanted them
driven out and oppressed and pushed around. You

see what I mean? These were not evil people 1n any
sense of the word. They were desperately poor,
starving people. But, shortly before then and
during this time there was an exodus of people like
Pretty Boy Floyd and Dillinger and so forth who came
out of there, but that wasn't the typlcal person at
all.

*For later Fry/Powers/Lomax correspondence regarding
the question of black suspects, see Appendix.
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Powers: So this thought wasn't even worth bringing up about
the possibility of what could have happened. You
could go on into that realm forever, especially if
you want to deal 1in fiction.

One interesting thing happened afterwards that
I think is worth mentioning because it's indicative
of what Warren came to be after he got on the Supreme
Court -- he wasn't in 1938 but he came to be. Among
our suspects was a man who had been in Bakersfield
or could have been here at this time but had since
been convicted of another crime and was in San
Quentin. And I wanted to put a stool plgeon 1in the
cell with him and wire the cell for sound with a
dictaphone. But 1 thought to do so would have
required Warren's help to get it put over with the
warden and so forth. I might have done 1t without
Warren's help, but I didn't think so at the time;
I thought it'd be easier, and I thought it was a
perfectly logical thing to do and I saw no objection
to it at all because my morals are very shaky anyway:
they always have been. Anyway, with reference to
the 1dea of, "bugging,” I think we call 1t now,
the cell and putting a stool pigeon or an informer
in with this prisoner, I brought the subject up to
Oscar. But this was after everybody had left, and
our police department was still running down *he last
leads, and I guess Oscar came down., He was in and
out. And he said, "I don't think it would work.
I don't think Earl Warren would go for that."”

And I sald, "Well, why the hell not? What's
wrong with that?”

And he said, "No, I don't think so. He doesn't
like dictaphones.”

And I saild, "Well, check with him. It's a
possibility. It's his father.”

And so Oscar apparently checked with Warren,
and Warren's answer was, "I don't believe in dictaphones.”
Period. And he wouldn't permit 1t or assist us in
doing this. Even though his father was kllled, thils
was something he didn't do. This 1s an indication of
an idea of rights showlng up from the depths of his
being. And I thought this was a very interesting
thing, because most people when famllies, close
ones, are involved, their ethics or principles tend
to shade in various directions.



|
1}
-
.
-y
[
4 bvi -
v =
I |
1 —
L]
R
A =%
[
1
‘.-ATA_ -

L

n
[ 3 ==
@
»
-
SRR
| b
—_— -
=1}
A =
=
=y |



20

Fry: Yes. That's interesting. That was about the time
of one of the first Supreme Court declisions, as 1
remember, on the admissibility of secretly recorded
evidence in the courtrooms.

Powers: Well, that incident I'm telling you is while Warren
was still district attorney.

Fry: Yes, 1938, before he became attorney general.

Powers: Yes. But thils Supreme Court decision, or the matter
of 1llegally developed evidence hadn't, as I recall,
come up any place then. It was the first time I'd
ever heard anybody object to underhanded methods that
we generally and proudly used to catch criminals.

Fry: You mean this was a new experience to you?

Powers: It was a new ldea to find this quality of integrity,
which was unusual for me, because mine didn't embrace
that type of thinking at that time.

Fry: In this investigation did you see any other aspects
of the future Earl Warren? Did you have any cause to
notice racial attitudes?

Powers: I never saw that, and I never saw an indlcation that
he was interested in minority groups or their
problems. I never saw an indication except this
one: that he was interested in, shall I say, oppressed
people. I Just never had occasion to see 1t. It
certainly was latent, but it wasn't overt. Because
he was primarily -- and this is the pecullar thing
about the man -- he was honest, so honest it's
unbelievable. I suppose all honesty is relative and
integrity is a relative thing, but here 1t's hard to
deal in relativity because I never saw any shade of
dishonesty in the man in an atmosphere, in a milieu
where dishonesty, you see, subterfuge and compromise
are the tools of the politician. This is what makes
them successful, and this wasn't a quality in him.

And yet we see him go to the Supreme Court later
where politics is removed, this fine politician but
tremendously honest, and as soon as you remove the
pressure of politics then you see the real reallty of
the psyche showlng through. It's fantastic. Who
would have known? No one would have. Because, you
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see, he was primarily a prosecutor; he was primarily
law enforcement, and thls was the picture he painted
all the time. You had to just look real hard to

see the other side.,

Was thlis how Earl Warren met you and got to know you?
I think this was the touch.,.

Before him there was an attorney general
named U. S, Webb, who for some reason or other
thought 1t would be a good idea to crack down on
gambling, slot machines and so forth. And so he
had a meeting in San Francisco of all police chilefs
and sheriffs and told them they had to drive all
slot machines and gambling devices of that kind
out of thelr communities., It was an utterly ridiculous
thing to say. They couldn't possibly do it and survive.
As Kenny saild one time or a number of times, "The
first job of a police chlef is to keep his Job."
And Webb had no sense about it.

Yet when Warren came in as attorney general
he was concerned with cleaning up the state as much
as he could, but doing it in a timely manner in full
consideration of the police chiefs' and the sheriffs®
problems incident to it and fully aware that a great
many of them were crooks. So when he became attorney
general, you began to see this different attitude.
Instead of saying, "You must do this," his attitude
was one of helpfulness, to assist us in doing things.
And as he developed the office of attorney general
to include a state Department of Justice, this became
an agency to assist people. Warren had this 1idea
and attitude.,
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ATTORNEY GENERAL, WARREN AND BAKERSFIELD

I think 1t was at this time that I had a problem
here -- a prominent politiclan I caught taking graft
from a gambler. Very stupidly, overestimating my
strength and ability, I tried to prosecute him. The
district attorney didn't want to prosecute him. He
was a prominent politicilan.

But local?

Local., He was on the city council too, and I bellieve
chairman of the Democratic Central Committee or
something like that. It was a fat position. So

I went to Warren in Sacramento and said, "Here's my
evidence. I can't get any action out of the district
attorney. You have the authority as attorney general
to supersede the district attorney in cases such as
this. Will you put the heat on him to make him
prosecute?”

And he saild, "I certainly will."” And he did.
And we had a prosecution, and the case ended with a
hung jury, ten not gullty and 2 gullty, and with me
facing a suit of $156,500 for false arrest. People
weren't about to convict anybody for taking graft.
(This was after Earl Warren's father's murder.)
Well anyway, I don't know why, but once in a while
I would revert to being an i1dealist, though I didn't
like the i1dea. And I was disappointed with the
outcome of the whole thing, although the district
attorney who prosecuted it did a reasonably good
job of prosecution. But there were some mistakes in
the case that I had buillt too. It was partly my
fault that the case ended the way it d4id. But anyway,
I went to San Franclsco to see Earl Warren, and I sat
down and talked to him, and I said, "Boy, I sure
bobbled that one. That was about the most stupid
thing I ever did."

And he said, "No, you're wrong."

I said, "How could I be wrong?"
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And he sald, "You declared your position to the whole
world. The fact that you would prosecute a grafting
politician makes everybody who is reasonable know
that you're not involved in corruption yourself.
Otherwise you wouldn't have done it." He said,

"It was a declaration of principle. It was worth
what you did and what you got."”

I don't agree with him yet, but this was his
idea. It wasn't a question of whether you won or
lost. The man needed prosecution; we prosecuted
him.

Of course that and other things had their benefits,
because no one had ever believed in Kern County that
you could be prosecuted for taking graft. It was
just an impossibility. It wasn't done. And after
that there was a lessening.

How d4id the suit against you come out for false
arrest?

Oh, it was finally dismissed long, long after. It
hung on a long time. They would never have gotten
that kXind of money from me, but I felt honored that
anyone would bring that big a suit against me -- I
mean that much money -- because I was never very
wealthy. [Laughter]

Then, the other thing while I was police chief:
Warren decided that -- he was working on the gambling
ship at South Shore -- he'd hit the bookmakers hard
in California. And he decided that he was not going
to get convictions in courts, which he wouldn't have,
because nobody's going to convict on morals charges.
I mean, you can't get a jury of twelve people to
convict on that. So, he decided to do it through
civil law -- to get restraining orders against the
gamblers., And then if they kept on they would be
hit with contempt of court.

So he decided to make the big jump-off here in
Bakersfield. We had maybe eight or ten bookmakers
at that time. But he sent in Oscar and said would
I raid them all and get the evidence to start out
this crusade? And I said, "Well sure, I'd love to."
So I ordered enough officers, maybe twenty, into the
police station and gave them each an assignment of a
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place to rald one afternoon while the races were in
full bloom and ordered them not to separate -- I

sent out teams of two -- and not to telephone

anybody, which would be a tip-off, you see, and to hit
every place that was to be hit at the same time, to
synchronlize watches. There were about ten places.

And we made successful raids at every place.

What 1s a "successful” raid?

To get them in the act at operating a bookie with
money, evidence and all, teletype machines or
whatever they had, telephone batterles and telephones,
to get the evidence. But this kind of astonished
Oscar, and I think it astonished him because they
figured I must have some friend among bookies that
would be tipped off, or some officer would tip off.

It's extremely difficult to do anything like
that. But I was pleased by the idea that out of all
the numerous cities in California -- bookles were
going on everywhere -- that he chose to jump it off
here. It showed a reasonable amount of confidence
in my integrity.

You sald earlier that you wouldn't allow them to

pay off the police. So therefore they might not have
been able, either, to get the tlip-offs before the
raid.

Although they may not be paying off -- much -- they
probably had enough friends in the police department
that unless I arranged thls perfectly, one of them
would have gotten a tip-off. And he would have gotten
the word to the others instantly, and it would have
been a big flop.

So you had to choose your men, then, wlth extreme
caution.

I had to choose one that I was doubtful about and
one that I was sure about and pair them together.

Oh, I see. You didn't have twenty that you were
sure of.

No.

That was before the gambling ship case?
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It was along about the same time -- the gambling ship
and "Oscar's navy."

Do you know anything about that?

Not much. I went out on a boat one night with Oscar,
and he always had a good time. He played he was the
sea captain or a pirate or something like that. He
was a very delightful guy to be around and to work
with.

You mean you went out on a boat with him during a
rald?

Well, we didn't have a raid that night. I think we
Just rode around and looked at things. Tony Cornero
had the gambling boats out. I don't really know
anything about 1t; it was all taken care of elsewhere.

After this work then in Bekersfleld, what was your
next step?

I had more trouble. You see, I was trying to crush
them, put more and more heat on vice. You see, my
problem was an unenthusiastic district attorney.

All they had to do was plead not guilty and get a
Jury trial, and no Jjury was going to convict then.

No bridge-playling woman is golng to convict somebody
that is Just playing poker. And I was also

against prostitution. You see, the money was in
prostitution and gambling, and nobody's very much
interested in suppressing prostitution. And the only
reason I was 1lnterested in suppressing it was because
of the insidious influence they had on the whole
government. You see, they had too much money to
spend; that was all.

It did lead to graft and corruption.

Yes. S0, I was always delighted when there was
pressure or encouragement for me to make ralds, to
arrest, and so forth. You see, with all the things
you have to do, you can't spend all your time in
court or you can't have your men spending all their
time in court doing this. I had reduced whorehouses
and card rooms to where I was pretty much in control.

I haven't read anything about the connections with
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the Cosa Nostra along at that time. Was that an
issue?

No, and I still think that this 1s exaggerated about
the Cosa Nostra. I think this is something like the
stuff about mari juana -- I think it's something to
build up the FBI and J. Edgar.

To give people jobs? [Laughter]

To give people Jobs and get their appropriations

and a lot of publicity. I never saw anything like
Cosa Nostra, or even smelled it. There would be

one or two or three or four or maybe a dozen people
interested in a couple of gambling Jjoints and maybe
some influence from outside -- always an effort from
the outside to come in.

The money, you mean, came from the outside?

No, I mean somebody in San Francisco would decide

that it would be nice if he opened up a couple of
whorehouses and a gambling joint in Bakersifield.

And it would be nice; it looked 1like a nice territory.
[Laughter] And of course, you see, people in vice
can't comprehend this idea of running into somebody
that doesn’t take graft. They can't understand it.
And this was where I kept the politiclilans off balance
all the time, because oh, they hired investigators and
various things trying to get me. But they concentrated
all thelr efforts on finding out the graft I was
taking. Well, I wasn't taking any. Of course if
they'd looked in other directions they would have
probably found something.

That was nice, that you always led them to your
clean side. [Laughter]

I didn't lead them.

Let's see now, we're still three or four years, aren't
we, from when you really went to Sacramento?

Yes., Along about 1944, Do you like all this talk?

Yes, I do.

Maybe you get paid by the length of the reel or
something. [Laughter]
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Fry: No, I don't. But it is much easier later to take
something out than to try to put something in.

Powers: I was approaching this the long way. It's not an
important detail, but along about 1944, Earl Warren
created -- oh, he'd become governor by that time,
and I'd had some more dealings with him. I must tell
you another thing. I had an officer that I had told
to go talk to a couple of racketeers who were
staylng in a motel south of town. I saild, "just go
and talk to them. We want to find out what they're
up to here. (They were involved in vice.) And you
can play along as if you might want to encourage them
a little bit." So he went out there, and I went
with him and stayed outside in the car out of sight.
And he went into the motel and talked to these men,
and he came out all flustered and excited.

He sald, "They shoved this at me.” And he pulled
out five one hundred dollar bills. And he said,
*Playing the game as I was, I guess I overplayed
it.* And he sald, "What am I going to do with it?®
Well, at the time I was at war with the city council,
and I suspected that it was a frame-up we'd walked
into. So, in any event, we went down to the Civil
Service commissioner and told two of them roughly
what had happened and sald, "Here's the five
hundred dollars. Keep it, and get it out of the
way." But I was still scared, because I can get awful
scared. So I went up to talk to Earl Warren, and
he was in San Francisco.

And he said, "Well, let's go have lunch at some
club.” And we went out and sat down having lunch
at some club, and I told him what had happened.

And I said, "God damn 1t, that was a stupid
thing for that officer to do, to take that money."

And then he said, "Yeah, it's nice -- us sitting
here with a white tablecloth, perfectly safe
atmosphere, and saying what somebody should do under
pressure." He said, "No, we don't have any right
to criticize him. It'll work out all right, I
guess, but it may cause trouble.” “But," he sald, "not
the officer. He was trying to do the best he could,
and he was under pressure and he did the best he
could. But you can't estimate the behavior or
criticize the behavior of an officer when you're
sitting in perfect security, when he 1s under
pressure in an environment which 1s extremely difficult.”
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This was another thing I always remembered about
Warren. He wasn't about to shift blame to this
officer. This episode worked out all right, by the
way.

There was one other thing which I wanted to
put in which, I think, 1s indicative of what I

would consider -- your final tapes are a picture of
Earl Warren from many aspects, aren't they?

Yes.

Are you going to get the Birchers, too?
All the people around him. I nhope so.
Oh, you should.

Yes, we're trylng to get some good ideas of who to
interview.

Yes, and some real reactionary law enforcement
officers.

Maybe you can tell me some.

Well, I don't know. Anyway, it can be done -- maybe
not here. You see, everybody that I worked with 1s
practically gone now, except the chief of police,
whom I raised, and the sheriff, whom I raised as

a police officer. They're still around.
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By nightfall of December 7, 1941—the day Pearl Har-
bor was attacked—F.B.I. agents on the West Coast had
arvested 1,500 “potentially dangerous” cuemy aliens.
During the next few weeks the western edge of the
country wnderwent a panic that is hard to understand
cven in retrospect. Sporadic acts of violence against
Japanese, alicn and natioe-born, began to occur. A
California state legislator demanded the mass cvacua-
tion of “all pervsons of Japanese ancestry,” and the cry
reverberated in the press. By niid-February of 1942 the
California attoruey geneval, Earl Warren, was calling
for wmilitary action to “protect this state from the Japa-
nese situation.” On February 19, President Rooscvelt
signed the executive order that made sucl action pos-
stble. Many Japanese-Admevicans who could afford the
price of a ticket accepted “voluntary deportation” to
other arcas of the country. Ou April 30, the long-
expected final ovder of exclusion came througlh.

All persous of Japanese descent in the three coastal
states were required to report to so-culled asscinbly
centers; they were to bring bedding aud linen, toilet
articles and clothing, knives, forks, spoons, plates,
bowls, and cups. Nothing c¢lsc.

Iu the eud, the coacuce figire came close to 110,000.
There were old and young, sick and well, mothers,
grandmothers, infants, aging veterans of other U.S.

wars. Half of them were under twenty years old; many

‘ncither spoke nor vead Japanese. All were forced to

leave their homes, lands, and businesses. They were
hgrded into hastily built barracks, survounded by
barbed wive, in remote, often isoluted arcas of Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Utah, Wyoming, Idalio, Colorado,
and Arkensas.

In 1945, when the Japanese were permitted o ve-
turn, Earl Warren was governor of California and
Robert Walker Kenny was atlorney general. Keuny
and Warren were political vivals. Both were frequently
mentioned as possible presidential nominees for, re-
spectively, the Democratic and Republican parties. It
was the attorney generval, not the governor, who had to
handle the politically sensitive lask of the peaceful
veturn of the Japanese to California. In a recent inter-
view with his biographer, Janet Stevenson, Kenny re-

called that process and the cvents leading up to it

99

COURTESY JANET STEVENSON

g ""

AT e

In 1945 Robert 1V, Kenny fought for the rights
of Japanesc-dmevicans re-enleving  California.

ta

ne ol the strange things about the whole epi-

sode ol the so-called relocation was that there

really wasn’t much anti-Japanese sentiment
in California at the titme of Pearl Harbor. Nor even
afterward. It had to be whipped up. It took a number
ol weeks to do it

I was in the state senate in December, 1941, and I
remember we had a resolution offered to the elfect thit
all Japanese-Americans should be barred {rom civil
service employment. Well, it just didn’t get any takers.
The thing was referred to committee-—which is to say,
it got lost.

And Governor Culbert L. Olson (who changed his
mind a few weeks later) was making statements about
how we should not regard the Japanese in Californin
as responsible for what had happened in lawaii; they
were just as much victims as we Caucasians. . . . I re
member going up in an clevator in the State Building
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Today the former state altorney general is a
judge of the superior cowrt in ILos dngeles.

/

in Los Angeles. There were two Nisei [native-horn
Japanese-Americans] aboard, and everybody took the
occasion to wish them well. Everybady was sorry for
them. That was no more than two weeks after Pearl
Harbor. .

But then the newspapers got going, especially the
Hearst papers. Pcople began reading those crazy head-
lines about sabotage—arrow-shaped forest fires point-
ing at our citics—and spies standing on the beach
sighalling to submarines. By February they had us so
jumpy we couldn’t read our own radar. Somebody in
Los Angcles picked up a false signal from a weather
balloon, and we had a whole night of ack-ack. The
point is that all this had to be fomented.

Didw’t California have a long history of anti-Japancse
prejudice?

Back in the twentices, in Hiram Johnson’s time. From

By JANET STEVENSON

1914 on, a California politician who wanted 1o get
clected had to be just as racist on the Japanese as a
Democratic politician in the South had to be on the
Negro.

But by 1g.jo that was gone. Well, maybe not in some
of those rural communitics where there was real jeal-
ousy of the Japanese farmers. But for the most part the
Japanese had become settled, respectable, useful citi-
zens. The people we were down on by 1gjo were the
Filipinos, who werc the latest immigrants to arrive and
Lo start competing for jobs. Of course, during the war
we couldn’t express that feeling because here were the
Filipinos fighting along with MacArthur at Bataan.
And since we apparently have to hate somehody, we
reverted 1o our old, bad habits about the Japanese. But
it took wn effort. 1t could only have heen done in an
atmosphere of war nerves.

Once the Japanese lad been cvacuated, did the feeling
against them die down?

Not everywhere. Not in those rural comnmunities—
Placer County, Nevada County, Fresno, Orange. You
sce, there were all these organizations dedicated to
keeping it up. Like the California Joint Immigration
Committee. That’s “Joint” because it was composed of
the American Legion, the Native Sons of the Golden
West, the state Grange, and—{or a while, at least—the
state Federation of Labor. Their progrium had always
heen “Get the Japanese out of California.” Now they
had what they wanted, and they were working over-
time to make sure it stuck.

Even a liberal newspaper like the Sacramento Bee
was involved. Al during the war I remember really
shocking advertisciments appearing in the Bee. Some
outfit that called itscll the Home Front Commandoes
was olfering to pay “volunteers” to work on their *De-
port the Jap” campaigns. ’

It wasn’t just the lunatic fringe, cither. T was no
longer in the senate by this time, but 1 remember be-
ing told that a Preshyterian minister had testified that
after praver and fasting he’d concluded it was our
Christian duty to kecp the Japanese out of the West-
cern world. He was for deporting them right off the
continent!

Of course, we were at war with Japan all this time.
Pcople were losing sons and hushands in those battles
in the Pacific. That tended to delay our sobering up
from this racist binge.

Were we still at war with Japan when the Exclusion
Order was yevoked?

23
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Yes indeed. Recall the order of events here. Pear] IHar-
bor was December 7, 1941, The evacuation began in
April, 1942, By the time I became attorney general in
1943, the Japanesc werc gone. Ex parte Endo—the
U.S. Supreme Court decision that opened up the con-
centration camp gates—was December 18, 1944. The
first returnces must have hit California in late January,
1945. We were still fighting for Iwo Jima and Okinawa
in February and March. Roosevelt died in April. V-E
Day was May 7, 1945. We dropped the bomDb on Hiro-
shima on August 6, and Japan sumrendered on the
fourteenth. By that time we only had a few thousands
of our returnces. They were still coming in as late as
December.® :

When did you first hear about the return?

Just a few days before Endo was handed down. T was
in Washington, and a high official in the Department
of the Interior called to tip me off. The War Reloca-
tion Authority, which had the nnpleasant job of run-
ning the camps in which the Japanese.were held, was
part of Interior. So I got a little advance warning—
about a week as I recall—to begin making prepara-
tions for the orderly reception of these people. Warren,
as governor, was tipped off too. But as the chiefl law
enforcement officer of the state, it was mainly my con-
cern,

IWas there an obvious possibility of trouble?

1 think so. Not all the pcople we'd sent out of Cali-
fornia would be coming back. Some had left the camps
and scttled in less hostile parts of the country. The
Midwest, the East. Particularly the professionals—doc-
tors, lawyers. Some had gone into the armed services.
Some had decided to renounce their citizenship and
go to Japan, when that became possible.
But the chances were that something close to 50,000
people who had been stripped of virtually all their
- possessions and locked up for two yecars were going to
be turning up before long. Sure there were going to
be problems.

IWere you cxpecting them all to turn up at once?

No. There were complicated procedures involved—
processing, transportation. Of course, they werce all free
to rceturn from the day of Endo, or whenever it was the
Army revoked its Exclusion Order. But [ think if we
had expected them all back at once—the way they were
sent away—we would have been even more alarmed.

How did you go about making preparations for their
“peaceful and ovderly return”?

Well, I came back to Sacramento and talked 1t over

with Governor Warren. The one experience we had
CONTINUED ON PAGE 96
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Rerwrn of ihe Fxiles

CONTINUED FROM FAGE 2

already had with race riots during my regime as attor-
ncy genceral iad been in Los Angeles—what we cuphe-
mistically called a “civil disturbance”—in the late sumn-
mer of 1g4g. Mexican-American young men, called
variously “pacliucos” or “zoot-suitcrs,” were picked on
by mobs led primarily by servicemen from the Navy or
;‘Fan MacArthur. I think the original fight was over the
. available young ladics of the neighborhood, but “zoot-
suiters” were somcthing like the hippies of today. They
wore strangely cut clothes and thiey had kind of duck-
tailed hair-dos, and this, as you know, seems to enrage
some people. At any rate, it enraged the young scrvice-
men and some local patriots. It was really terrible, The
kids were chased—I1 remember one Mexican boy was
chased right onto the stage of the Orphcum Theater
in downtown Los Angelcs, and his clothes were ripped
from him. There were thirty-five people killed in those
viots! At thie time, I was in San Francisco; I went im-
mediatcly to Sacramento and talked with Governor
Warren. He shared my alarm. I came down to Los
Angeles and talked to the newspapers. We were able to
persuade them to stop printing provocative stories
about the riots, and the Ariny and Navy co-operated
by declaring Los Angeles off-limits for servicemen.
Within two or thiree days the trouble was over.

But we'd had a good scare, and I was able to get the
state to subsidize a report on the nature of race riots
and how to avoid having them. That report was very
iseful to us when we had the problem of the returning
IJapancse because the basic assumptions in it were the
{foundation of what I used to call our prophylactic
lapproach to law cnforcement.

Actually we had first used this approach in another
lconncction. When we passed a law outlawing slot
mmachines, there were a number of sheriffs who just
icouldn’t scem to address themselves to it. So we'd call
and say, ‘“We lLiear you're having trouble. If you would
like us to comg down and help you get rid of the

gamblers and thie slot machines, we'll be glad to. Just
let us know.” This “we-boys” technique put me on the
side of the sheriff iustead of against him, and it worked
very well,

Basically, the assuinption now-—in 1g43—was that
the police could prevent a race viot, and that it was to
their advantage to do so. The most imporiant means
for doing this was taking an uncquivocal stand against
this sort of lawlessness when it began., We had a long
check list of steps that could be taken in any local
police department—vays to pick up warning signals
well alicad of time, ways to build better rclationships
between minority groups and the police, how to stop
the circulation of rumors, reduce other kinds of ten-
sion, But the big pusl, of course, was for cducation—a
training course for peace officers in the problems of
minority group relations. It was part of the final
report—the little blue book, as we called it.

We got copies of the blue book into the hands of
every peace officer in the state. Actually it was circu-
lated all over the country. They were having race
riots in Marlem and Detroit and many other places
in 1948, and there was Jots of intcrest in our material.

One of the first things we did, now that we knew the
Japanese were coming back, was to get out an updated
cdition of thie blue book and see that it got around, to
case the path of the rcturning Japancse and to curb
the professional patriots.

What were the professional patviots doing?

All sorts of weird and shocking things. You may recall
that up in ITood River, Oregom, the American Legion
post had voted to remove the names of Nisei service-
men f{rom its honor roll. Well, the city fathers in
Gardena, California, did the same thing,.

And there were more serious things—vandalism,
dynamitings, fircs. Oil lanterns werc thrown at the
windows of an old Buddhist temple in San Francisco
where a group of returning Japanese were being shel-
tered. There was vandalisin in a Japanese cemetery in
Salinas. They were announcing up in Placer County
that there would be no relief for indigent Japanese.

]

(The illustrations on these pages
are from Citizen 15660, a book
by Miné Olubo, a young woman
who was among the thousands
lof Japanesc-Americans interned
early in VWorld War 11. Surpris-
ingly detached in its pictures
and their ceptions, the book is e
pietorial record of Miss Qlubo’s
life at the Tanforan Racetrack
assembly center in San Bruno,
California, end later at the camp o ) é 235570
at Topaz, Utah. Miss Okubo is AR <%

now an artist in New York City.
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Barrack rooms et Topax were
bare rectangles whose masonite
floors were hard to keep clean.

e
A A

v

# .‘;‘
r
)

/ = ~7.~} ¢
(RETNNCAN

—
T

i
X

FIEY
2t

2

o=

)

Miss Ohubo wrotc that the blocks

of barracks ell looked alike;
“beople were lost all the time.”
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1d there were scare shootings. I remember seeing
isct homes where bullets had gone right through the
Fin walls and passed within inches of sleeping chil-
en. One of the worst was an incident in Placer
bunty, where it was perfectly well known who had
up the house of a recently returned couple, but
Jocal jury simply tapped them on the wrist and
judge suspended sentence, )
Then there was that really dreadful incident in a
tle town called Loomis. A family of Japanese re-
rned, mother, father, and three daughters, and found
eir home burned to the ground. That time the vigi-
aites overrcached themsclves. The War Relocation
ople let it be known that this family had four sons
the armed sérvices, one of them already dead over-
15, and three of the four decorated for bravery. The
wn conscience was touched. Money was collected,
d I believe one of the churches undertook to sce to
that a ncw house was built.
But therc's no question that there was a rcal at-
npt, with organizational backing, to drive these pco-
e out of California. The motives were interesting.
e conducted quite an investigation around Fresno,
iere there was a great deal of anti-Japancse senti-
ent, and we found that much of it was generated by
village banker who had been a great friend of the
pancse when they were being evacnated—when
ere had been no time to make arrangements. What
ppened in this little town must have been fairly
pical. Our friendly banker said, “I'll take care of
ur property for you while you're gone.” But now the
pancse, whom he had probably never expected to
o 2gain, were returning, and they would be asking
ran accounting. We had pretty good evidence against
is “worthy steward”; unfortunately, before we could
ocecd he had a heart attack and died. If we had been
le 1o devclop it, it might have gone a long way to
(plain the cconomic motives of patriotism in that
tner of California.

bd your “we-boys”, approach get co-operation from
ost of the sheriffs?

There were only two instances of outright defiance.
One was the sheriff in Nevada County. e said, “The
Japancse shouldn’t have come back and they’re not cn-
titled to any protection and they aren’t going to get
any from me.” He actually tried to stop the Southern
Pacific from using Japanese section hands on the right
of wayl

T'd sent one of my prophylaxis task forces up there
to sce if they couldn’t cool him off, but I finally had
to call Governor Warren. 1 asked him if he didn’t
think ‘we ought to call out the state Guard. Wairen,
who wasn’t as impetuous as I, said, “Let me call the
sheriff.” T den’t know what he said to him. I know what
I would have said in his place. “Look here, this crazy
Kemny is on my neck, and I'm going to have to call out
the Guard. . ..” At any rate, whatever he said worked.

Then there was the sheriff of Orange County. He
took the position that it was just unreasonable of me
to ask hint to get in wrong politically by defending the
Constitution in the matter of these returning citizens.
I believe Warren talked to him on the phone, too. War-
ren really knew how to handle these law enforcement
people becanse he’d been one of them. But he was
ready to back me up, and they knew it.

The following year there werc only two sheriffs de-
feated for re-election in California. One was the sheriff
of Nevada County, and the other was the sherifl of
Orange County.

You mentioned a prophylaxis task force.

The man who headed up that aspect of the work was
Charles Johnson. He’d been an appointee of Warren’s;
I found him there when I took olflice in 1943.

Wcl, he was very interested in this prophylactic
technique method, and he got in touch with the War
Relocation people, and they would let him know when
a group of Nisct were about to return to a given arca.
Charley and another agent would go down to wherever
it was and drop in on a whole roster of citizens: the
sheriff, the police chief, thie mayor, the board of super-
visors or the city council, the editors of the newspapers,
and the commanders of the American Legion and the
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e lack: of privacy and faulty
ritioning made “a single sym-
ony of loves, hates, and joys.”

Solitude eame only to those who,
in Miss Okubo’s words, ventured
“out into the wide open speces.”

The clothing issued to internees
ceme from Sears, Rocbuck, and
the fit was often approximale.







V.F.W, Charley would say, “Now youre going to get
these ]npancsc-Amcric;m citizens back, and of course
we expect their return to be peacclul and orderly, and
what can we do to help you?” Just that “Big Brother
is watching you” hint was usually cnough.

Cne of the greatest weapons we had, though, was the
442nd Regimental Combat Team—the magnificent
all-Nisel regiment that made such a heroic showing on
the Italian front and later in the Battle of the Bulge.
The 442nd was based in Ilawaii, but it included a
number of California Nisci. And the War Relocation
people had some forty or fifty of these decorated
heroes—we used to call them rag-rug boys because of
all their ribbons—and they were taken around the
state as missionarics of good will. It was a brilliant
public relations campaign, and it probably did more
good than any other single action.

Another prophylactic technique we used was the
posting of a reward. 1 got sonie wealthy private citizen
in San Francisco to put up Sg,000 for information lead-
ing to the arrest, and so on, of anyone causing—or
even making threats about causing——physical harm to
a returning Japanese. I've always believed that since
the people you're after are rats, the best way to pro-
ceed against them is to offer an inducement to their
fellow rats to turn them in. I believe we only had to
pay the reward once, but that’s not the point. The
object of prophylaxisis to prevent. The knowledge that
the reward is there for whoever can claim it deters a
certain percentage of incipient criminal behavior,

Did the sentiiment against the returnces slack off after
V-] Day?

No. We still had a problem. At the time only about
12,000 had come back to California. We were expect-
ing another g5,000 or 40,000, and in increasingly large
groups. Therc was no reason to assume the hatemon-
gers would give up just because the Emperor had,

All in all—when they all had relurned—how many
incidents of violence were there? Serious incidents?

Perhaps a hundred in all. Serious ones? Well, there

weren’t any killings. Not even any scrious injurices.
That was to a certain extent luck. Also, now, in the
post-V-J Day stages, we finally got something going in
the way of prophylactic education for police officers.

You recall we had mmade a plea for that sort of thing
back in 194g, with our little blue book, but we hadn’t
got many takers. Individuals may have rcad the ma-
terial—I'm surc they did—but there were no formal
programs, classes, or anything of that nature.

At this time—ig45—there was another remarkable
man on my staff, another Warren discovcr);. Bob Pow-
ers had been police chicf of Bakersficld for a number
of years. e was a sort of white blackbird, as the
French put it. An unformally educated intcllectual.
Powers could talk cop talk with cops and sociolog
with sociologists. When we got our chance to set up
the first program of special edi2ation in race relations
for policemen, Powers bridged the gap. Ile was what
was called in those days a “discussion leader,” a natural.

In September of 1943 the city manager of Richmond
{elt there was a real threat of “civil disturbance” in
his area and called our office for help. Maybe Iie’d been
rcading his copy of our little blue pamphlet.

It was dccided to run a sort of pilot project in train-
ing police officers in race relations. You must keep in
mind that nothing like this had yet taken place in
California—probably not anywhere in.the country at
this time. There was no precedent to follow. At my
suggestion Powers got hold of the regional representa-
tive of the American Council on Race Relations, Davis
Mclntire. Ie had the kind of expertise we needed.

Powers and Mclntire were delegated by the city
manager to plan and carry out a course for a selected
group of about fifteen policermnen. What they finally
decided to do was to go to the root of the problem, try
to change the basic attitudes of these policcinen, attack
their prejudices iead-on, and let the problem of tactics
take care of itself. What they werce after was an encoun-
ter group. Open-end, round-table, no holds barred.

They made a few phone calls and turned up some
consultants, representatives of various minorities. One
was Walter Gordon, who was later a federal judge in
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Some Japenese-Americans pres Gardens sprang up haphazardly Mosquitocs were a constant bane
ferred tub baths to showers— in the camp; precious cardboard At Topaz; the hard, alkeline soil
and tub could mean anything. was uscd to deflect dust storms. made a perfect brceding ground.






the Virgin Islands. ITe was, in those days, a rarity—a
Negro policeman. And there was Joe Grant Masaoka,
onc of that sct of Nisci brothers who collected an aver-
age of over five medals per man {or bravery. There was
another Nisci who'd scrved with the Marvines on Gua-
dalcanal. And there was E. W. Lester, who was former
deputy police chicf of Ios Angeles.

What minority did he represent?

The policemen! That was the genius of Powers’ ap-
proach. He made the parallel between stercotyped
thinking about Negroes and Jews and Japanese—and
the stercotyping of cops. 1le talked about the popular
image of the policeman as an ignorant, brutal, flat-
footed fellow who could be outwitted by any private
detective or layman. And they got it! These Richmond
policemen got the parallel between terms like “nig-
ger” and “Jap” and “kike” and “flat{oot.”

There were some ten of these sessions. The general
subject would be stated—something like “The Nature
of Prejudice” or “Facts About Minority Groups”-—and
then anything could happen. There were some pretty
frank questions asked, One of the policemen wanted to
know why so many of the internces up at Tule Lake
had elected to renounce their American citizenship
and accept deportation to Japan.

Well, that gave Joe Grant Masaoka a chance to tell
the story of the evacuation from a viewpoint none of
these policemen had ever considered. The loss of every-
thing a whole generation of hard-working men and
women had managed to acquire. The loss of dignity in
being herded into camps. The separation of families,
like the onc that had to move on while the mother was
on her deatlibed. The fact was, Joe Grant Masaoka's
mother was confined to that hell-hole up in the Owens
Valley while her sons were fighting and dying for the
country that had put her there.

Vas there any way to cvaluate the effeect of the Rich-
mond seminars?

I suppose thc'real test of it is what happened next.
Or rather, what didn’t. Jt looked as if things were ripe

for just the sort of outbreak the city manager had
been alraid of. But it didn’t come. Apparently we had
produced, with our encounter group, enough enlight-
ened peace officers to step in and cool it.

Wasthe course given again?

No, and that was a great disappointment to me. Oh,
I'm sure there have been courses in race relations for
police officers—many of them. But I've never heard of
onc that used this approach—the encounter. We were
ahead of our time, 1 guess.

Do you think the approach would be useful if applied
to today’s ghetto hot spots? ‘

Our police today are a good deal more sophisticated
than they were twenty years ago. They know more. Or
ought to. But sometimes you wonder. . . .

One thing I'm convinced of is that you don’t change
people much by lecturing them on abstractions. I can’t
make myself read that stufl any more. Puts me to sleep.
It’s when you get down to specifics—that’s what Pow-
ers was able to do: to start pcople on opposite sides
talking to cach other about concrete, practical prob-
lems; asking embarrassing questions and getting frank
answers. Maybe if this sort of program were an on-
going thing between police departments and minority
communities, there might not be so many hot spots
in need of cooling.

Robert Kenny is presently a superior court judge in
Los Angeles. He still actively champions civil vights.
It was his opinion, upheld by the California State
Supreme Court, that vecently overthrew the loyally
oath for county employces—ecalling forth a storm of
eriticism from the political right that matchied the
vehemence of the anti-Japanese sentiments of 1945.
Janet Stevenson is writing a biography of Judge
Kenny, tentatively titled Show Me One Man. Her bi-
ography of Archibald Grimké, a fin-desitcle Negro
leader, will appear later this year. Woman Abroad, her
account of a South Pacific sailing trip, has just been
published by Crown. Miss Stevenson lives in Oregon.
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Miss Okubo’s farcwell to Topnz
was dry-eyed; her mind “shifted
from the past to the future”’

Americanization classes were held
nightly for the Issei, the [irst-
generalion  Japanesc-dmericans.

Entertainment was preserted pe-
riodically on wmalkeshift stages in
. the mess halls or i the open air.
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THE LAW ENFORCEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Powers: Anyway, Warren created, after he got to be governor,
a Law Enforcement Advisory Committee consisting of
about two or three sheriffs, two or three district
attorneys, and two or three police chlefs, and he,
appointed me to that. Our concern as a committee
was to advise him on things that had to do with law
enforcement in California. You see, there’d always
been an effort by the police, more than the sheriffs
or the district attorneys, to improve the conditions
of police as to standards of education and so forth.
There was never any public demand for lmprovement,
but they themselves wanted to 1lift themselves by
thelr bootstraps, and they talked about 1t a great
deal, and the men were concerned about it. So, in
any event, Warren, followlng that thought out (and
this was during the war, when he was concerned with
aspects of the effects of the war on law enforcement
and what might happen after the war was over), had
appolinted this committee.

Well, this committee had a coordinator, actually
an executive secretary, named Toland McGeddlgan. He
had been district attorney from Sonoma County, but
from my standpoint he just didn't know how to do the
job, because his relationship with law enforcement
officers wasn't what it should have been. He wasn't
involved enough to know how they thought. So,

I think Warren promoted him to some nice commission
job in Sacramento, and the coordinator’s job was
open. Warren appointed me to this position, which
was Chief Law Enforcement Offlicer for the State War
Councll. That was the title. But I was actually
coordinator of this advisory committee. And so I
took a leave of absence, for very definlite reasons,
from the police department and went to Sacramento.

Return of the Japanese

Powers: Well, on that job, we had frequent meetings, and I
was full-time. The position I held was nominally
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under the office of the governor. One of the first
things that hit us was the return of the Japanese-
Americans, which 1s related to this.

In that American Herltage story by Janet Stevenson*?

Yes, it's pretty well handled in that.

We had a big meeting in the governor's office
with the governor, attorney general, and everybody
and his dog there, but primarily of the Law Enforce-
ment Advisory Committee, to discuss the problems
incident to the return of the Japanese-Americans
from the concentration camps. And a lot of talk
and talk and talk went on -- the problems, and so
forth and so on. And unless I'm talking about myself
or unless I'm talking, I get bored very easily, so
I finally got bored and I realized the only thing we
could do was to make a resolution and publish 1t to
all the police officers in the state.

So I got up (and nobody minded my leaving), and
went in the other room and got a typewriter and wrote
a resolution, a statement of how the Law Enforcement
Committee felt about the return of the Japanese-
Americans, and they must be protected, and so forth
and so on. And in it I stated that, 1n effect, theilr
exclusion from the West Coast was a grossly improper
thing to do 1n the first place. I came back and
finally got a hearing, and I sald I wanted to get
out because 1 had been there since morning without
a drink and I couldn't wait much longer. And I got
them to read that. They read 1t, and Warren said,
*No. This won't do, Bob: thils sentence that
you've got in here, that thls was an "lmproper
thing” to do in the first place. We agree on that
now, but none of us ralsed a volce agalnst it
when 1t happened." None of us had ralsed a voice
against what happened to the Japanese-Americans.
Again, this ldealism. You see, he wasn't going to
second-guess and say this was a bad thing to do when
he had a chance. The Jews, the rabbls, have a very
condemnatory saying, "It was within his power to
protest, and he protested not.” Here was a situation

*Janet Stevenson, Ibid.
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where he hadn't protested, and he wasn't going to
say it later. Thls impressed me about Warren.

That was hls maln defense, wasn't it, of that action --
that 1t wasn't just he himself who felt this way

at the time, right after Pearl Harbor, but it was

a generally accepted attitude?

Yes, and he himself, Earl Warren, hadn’t protested
1t, nor had any of the rest of us protested it. We
went along with the hysteria.

But at the time of this meeting, Warren did feel that
it appeared to him then that it had been improper?

Well, the reason for the return was, I think, the
Supreme Court had declared it an unlawful act in
secluding them and depriving them of thelr rights.
So 1t became evident to all of us that it had been
improper, and it was so declared by the Supreme
Court, which became the law of the land.

I just wondered 1f before the Supreme Court acted
if Warren had any thoughts about this.

If he did, he didn't express them, to my knowledge.
There were very few people who did have the integrity
and the guts and so forth to do it.

There were so many unknowns in the situation, I
guess, at the tinme.

Well, it's just a matter of when people of integrity
go under pressure, often thelr standards of conduct
don't stand up. You believe in democracy until it
becomes profitable to support Franco, for instance.

We had a problem. Involved in all of this that
we were doing was a problem, because the Japanese
were floating fire balloons across the Pacific, and
they were beginning to land on the west coast. And
that required a lot of running around and I don't
know what all.

Oh, were you involved in that investigation?
I was involved 1n trying to war the police what to

do and what not to do, and not to go play with these
incendiary devices, and so forth. This 1s just one
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Powers: of the things I was doing, nothing significant until
Bob Kenny during a long evening of drinking with him
decided that he wanted me -- wanted to get Warren
to give me to him.
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COORDINATOR OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND BACE RELATIONS

Kenny's office at this time was --

He was attorney general, head of the state Depart-
ment of Justice, and for some reason or other he wanted
me. I didn’'t know what he wanted me for at that
moment. So at the next meeting of the governor's
councll Kenny spoke up before all the heads of
department and said, "Can 1 have Bob Powers if 1 can
get the legislature to approve 1t?" 1 was under a
political appointment of Warren's, and Kenny's
office was under the merit system, under civil
services. So Warren, elther because he was tired of
me or because he thought it was impossible for Kenny
to do anything like that, said, "Yes."

He may have seen that in that situation your talents
could have been used more thoroughly.

I don't know, but that's second-guessing him. So
anyway, Kenny got me a very high priced and very
special administrative assistant out of Washington,
somebody for this job -- Vivian Boke was her name --
and installed me in his office. He didn't wailt

for any transfer, Jjust fixed this up, you see.

He told me what he was going to do. He was
going to get the leglslature to do this thing, and
it looked highly complicated to me, and I wasn't
convinced that what Kenny had decided to do was
serious with him -- bringing me over to hls office.
You see, I'm a small town cop that's got along pretty
fair all my 1life, and I was moving into a new realm,
you see, national politics and everything slopping
all around me, and state politics. I was a little bit
out of my depth, and I didn't know how to evaluate
things. But anyway, Kenny sent hils deputy attorney
general before a legislative committee and made it
a party deal that he wanted them to transfer me
from a political appointment into a civil service
appointment, name me or designate me in the act, and
put me under civil service in his office. Well,
that's what happened.
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Fry: I see. And this was a leglislative action?

Powers: Yes. So I came under the merit system of the state
and won a top Job by designation in a transfer
from a political to a merit system job.

Fry: And what was your title?

Powers: Coordinator of Law Enforcement Agenciles for the State
of California. What a title!

Fry: Do you know the date when this happened?

Powers: Oh, let's guess at August of ‘45,

Fry: And this was a new position then, also. So how much
leeway were you given to create your own job descrip-
tion?

Powers: Kenny turned all law enforcement in California that
he was authorized to handle over to me.

Fry: County, city --

Powers: Every darn thing. He would give me a completely
free reign,

Fry: Highway patrol?

Powers: Well, Kenny exercised authority as attorney general
over sheriffs and district attorneys, and it was an
authority that couldn't be overused, because he didn't
have the personnel, that's all. But here was a new
thing we began to do: we developed mutual aid pacts
so officers could o from one community to another.

Fry: Before this happened, weren't the different agencies
pretty much golng their own way without knowing what
the others were doing?

Powers: Pretty much. This was an effort to coordinate them.

We did a lot of interesting things. So many of
them are still part of the legal process.

Fry: Like what?
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Zone Meetlings

Powers: We set up police chlef zone meetings every week.
They were consultative things where we shared the
experience of everybody and ended up with a report
on what the conclusions had been. To try, in other
words, to share tactical things and to bring people
together. ©So this was one thing.

Well, there had been zone meetings for district
attorneys and sheriffs for some time. But nothing
for police chiefs. So we decided to start such
meetings for police chiefs. Fach week arrangements
would be made for a meeting in some area of the state.
Because I thought they'd be interested, I went over
to the F.B.I. office in Sacramento and told them of
what we were going to do. I heard no more from that,
and so the preliminary arrangements got under way.

Then I was in Mliaml at a convention of the
International Assoclation of Chiefs of Police when I
got a phone call from one of Hoover's assistant
directors (I think he was) and he wanted to talk
with me. I went over to his hotel and we talked
about the zone meetings. Of course, as 1s thelr
custom, he had his witness present, which I thought
nothing of. In my enthusiasm for our project, I
suppose I erroneously thought he, too, was happy
about it all. Later, as I recall, he was to say that
I had promised not to start the zone meetings without
first informing the bureau. Maybe so, maybe no,

The conversation didn't make enough impression on me
to remember.

Still later (I'd been to Mexico City with Kenny
and had arrived back in Los Angeles) I got a call
from some F.B.I. man asking to see me at the hotel.
Such a meeting was inconvenient, but I told the
caller that he could see me in Sacramento later on.
No doubt this, although unintentional as such was
regarded as lese majesty (Gee! I've never used that
word before -- not even certain what it means.).

Well, again, sometime later three people from
the F.B.I., one in a high position, called on me
in my office in Sacramento. I realized -that two of
the men were witnesses and I thought for a minute
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"Bob, you ought to have one.” But, you see, I knew
Kenny and that he would belleve me, whatever anyone
else sald. So the conversation began and continued
for some time. I don't recall a word that was said,
but I did unquestionably understand that J. Edgar
disapproved of our project (which I think had already
started at that time) and I so informed the Calif-
ornia attorney general.

I think he wrote U. S. Attorney General Tom
Clark, and there was some further correspondence with
Hoover. He was unhappy, and Kenny just didn't give
a damn. To me the essential point is this: the
F.B.I. men felt 1t necessary to have witnesses to
thelr conversation with me. And in the end they told
one story and I another. As far as I was concerned,
1t was important only that Kenny belleved me. And
I felt that the only way he could reasonably have
doubted me was i1f he thought I was losing my mind.

I believe the correspondence and reports are still
with me. And if it's OK with Bob Kenny, I'11l give
‘em to you.

But enough of that stuff! The zone meetings.
As we planned them and as they were eventually
carried out. They involved the assembling of police
chiefs from an area of the state. Beginning, we'd
explain the position and functions of the Department
of Justice under the California attorney general
and operatlions of the mutual aild pacts. These
latter provided for transfer of officers from one
Jurlsdiction into another when there was an emergency.
Followlng, we'd bring up problems facing any and all
police chlefs and discuss methods which individual
chiefs had employed in handling them. Mass plicketing
was a problem at the time, and always there was the
problem of getting sufficient appropriations to run
a department. Many other things came up which I
can't remember, but one of them involved the best
way of handling sex crimes against children.

The meetings would last all day with a break
for lunch. Kenny attended some of them and hils
sensitivity and advice helped me much in conducting
them. I'd have ny secretary present to record the
meetings and later I'd wrlte minutes or a report,
covering significant suggestlions or opinions and
have thls report mimeographed. And these reports
would be sent -- I believe -- to all 286 police
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chiefs in the state. Sometimes I dld a good job as
discusslon leader., Sometimes it was a lousy job. I
was really Just learning, and the deputy director,
Charles Johnson, cautioned me more than once that I
did too much talking myself -- that I had too big

a mouthl

Police Training 1n Race Relatilons

And, of course, we also developed this technique
of training police officers in race relations,
which was twenty years ahead of its time.

How 414 you approach 1t?

I have to go back to tell you where this whole thing
started with me. Kenny called me one day from his
office in San Franclsco -- my office was in Sacramento --
and sald, "I've got to go to a meeting that's about
race relations in Chicago.” And he mentioned the
date. This was '45 or '46. And he saild, "You

meet me at the Blackstone Hotel. I have to go to
Washington and then I'll come back, and I'll meet you
there in the morning of that day.” So I went there,
and he didn't show up. It wasn't unusual, but he
didn't show up at all. And his reservatlons were
cancelled, and he 4dldn't contact me, and I didn't
even know where in the hell the meeting was or
anything about it. But after a great deal of
exploration and inquiry, I found that the American
Counclill on Race Relations, which was a product of

a number of foundations that had a lot'of money

and were trying to do something, were holding a
meeting which involved some police offlcers and
soclologlsts and economlsts and educators. Gordon
Allport was there, and Robert Weaver preslded, and

a professor from Wayne, and me,

I walked into this cold, didn't know anything.
And so, after a three-day conference on the problem,
I had a fast education. I began to know something
about it. The soclologists and the others were
prejudiced against cops. I was prejudiced agalnst
soclal workers, violently prejudiced agailnst them,
so we had some hot and heavy going over that. I
remember my referring to Weaver as a soclal worker
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one time, and he said, "I am not a soclologist; I am

an economist."” Anyway, what they were trying and

what they had been trylng to do for a long time, was

to develop a police training manual in race relations --
something to give them an 1dea of this problem.

You see, thelr concern went back to the First
World War, after which there were all the race riots,
in Chlcago and Detrolt and places llke that, and the
rise of the Ku Klux Klan. And the people behind this
move, the American Councll on Race Relatlions, thought
that there would probably be a repetition of that
after the end of the Second World War. And they wanted
to do things to forestall it. This was part of it.
Wayne State University had tried to produce a booklet,
and 1t was no good. But in those three or four days,

I learned; I had an education. 1 became an expert

in three days. (Actually, I came to be regarded

in the country as an expert in the field of race
relations. The American Councll on Race Relatlons
later appointed me as thelir law enforcement advisor.

So you see, you don't have to go to college for

four years; you can actually do a lot of things in
three days.) I came back furious at Kenny, and I saild,
"Why did you do this to me?"

"Oh, " he saild, "you get along. You would take
care of it." He was supposed to represent the west
coast. Here I go do it, and thls was 0ld stuff to
him. And then shortly thereafter the fear of a race
riot developed in Richmond, and they started
screaming for help, and I moved in with Davis McEntire,
who was worklng for the American Counclil on Race
Relations. And working by guess and by God, we did
this job and produced A Gulde to Race Relations for
Police Officers.¥ 1t was printed by the California
State Printing Office. And the American Council on
Race Relations paid, I think, to have an addltlonal
ten thousand more printed by the state for distribution.

This might also be found, 1f someone'’s hunting for it,

*Davis McEntire and Robert Powers, Police Training
Bulletin: A Gulde to Race Relatlons for Police

OfTicers (Callifornlia 3tate Printing Offlice, 1946).
Foreword by Robert W. Kenny. With Powers papers in

The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.
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in collections of state documents?

I'm sure. They're pretty scarce; they're pretty hard
to get anymore.

I think I've pretty well covered that incident
in my 1life, which led to the writing of the Gulde
to Race Relations for Police Officers. We were
twenty years ahead of our time., The only thing that
was wrong was that nobody was scared enough to use it.
Now they're scared, and they're beginning to use
these methods, but they're all lald out on paper.

Oh, thls was a handbook, then, that was sent out?
And we developed the method of it.
Do you have a copy of that?

I have a copy. I could give you an article I wrote
on that, and I could give you a copy of the handbook,
but I would be very reluctant to do so. You'd have
to beg more than you have so far to get that.
[Chuckle]

It sounds like corruption to me. [Laughter]

Yep. The thing that I'm tryilng to say is that the
things we were doing then were -~ I don't want to get
into thls subject, because this subject would take
weeks -- the whole idea was that the only concern
police officers had ever had with civil disorders
involving Negroes was how to suppress them violently.
This was the only type of training that anybody

had ever even thought of. We sald -- when Kenny
talks about 1t he takes credit; when I tell about it
I take credit; we understand each other on that
point. If you read this [American Heritage article],
you'll see it's all Kenny.* If you read things I
have written, 1t's all me. We had decided that there
1s no possibility of racial peace unless you change
attitudes of police officers. And so we developed

a week-long conference of policemen. The pilot

place was in Richmond, California. There was an

*Janet Stevenson, Ibld.
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Powers: article about 1t in the Saturday Evening Post.
There was a lot of publicity about it.

Fry: At that time there was thls article in the Saturday
Evening Post?

Powers: Yes. It was in December, 1946 issue, entitled "Cops
Don't Have to be Brutal,” written by Warner Olivier.*
The New York Times did a couple of columns on it. But
the ldea was, very roughly, that by putting pollce
officers together, command officers out of a
department, and beginning an "encounter" group
(although the word hadn't been invented yet),
putting them together and start talking about the
"niggers" and how to keep them in thelr place --
thlis was what I always started it with -- and then
going on to, "Well, what is thelr place?" and "¥What
i1s the Indian's place?" and "What 1s the Jew's
place?"” and so forth and so on and leadling them.

Just cops talking, venting thelr bigotry and
prejudice and so forth throughout one session and
getting them all disturbed and all mixed up just
with questions. Then the next day introducling a
couple of Negroes lnto the meeting, and then the
next day a Japanese American, and the next day a
Mexican. Many times this would be the first time
the cops had ever sat down at a table to a free
discussion with a Negro. You see, most people in .
this racist soclety don’t really have any social
contact with people who are Negro, and cops are
worse than other people. And here they had this
week of sitting around a table for about six or
elght hours a day talklng to a "nlgger." And as
far as they were concerned the conference was
conducted by a nigger-lover; that's me. And of
course I didn't know anything about race relations.
I was Jjust learning. I was just thrown in; I had
to find out as I went along.

Fry: Had you had any experience with this in Bakersfield?

Powers: No, I was a bigoted racist in Bakersfleld.

*Warner Olivier, "Cops Don't Have to be Brutal,"”
Saturday Evening Post 219 (December 28, 1946):204.
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How were you a blgoted racist? Did you have a
Negro population there?

Yes, there was a big Negro population there. We
kept them in their place.

Well, what brought this up as a problem?
Statewlde, Kenny did.

You are serious about thls change in your attitude?

Oh, sure. I'm very serious -- with my southern
parental background and so forth, I had just accepted
the conditions as they were. 1 knew it was an
unhealthy condition. I knew it was bad and so forth,
but a lot of things are bad.

And so, following this weekly conference, we
called all the officers i1n the police department
and invited the Berkeley police in and others.

And some of us who had been on the week-long
discussion did a panel discussion for the benefit

of all the officers. And then later we published

a Gulde to Race Relations for Police Officers and
sent a copy to every police chief and every sheriff.

J. Edgar Hoover Reaction

Well, what was the attitude of other elements in the
country who were concerned with police activities
at that time, such as J. Edgar Hoover?

J. BEdgar Hoover didn’t have his men particlipate at
all in the Richmond experiment. He, I'm sure, was
actually opposed to what Kenny and I were doing
with the zone meetings for police chiefs. I think
that Kenny was regarded, looked upon askance from
his associates by all the reactionary people in the
country. I remember going into his offlce one day
and saying, "I'm tired of hearing people say

you're a Communist. What's your attitude towards
the Communists? Are you a Communist?”

And he said, "No, I'm not a Communist. I



v .
I I el
L f - '
N ' T s
- - Bl DIl
- o 5 Ve  ara s -
. I m Ey e N o

wh —h 0 _

) UL maapt. & Ly 4') ¢



Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:
Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

42

don't trust them. But I'm not afraid of them."”

That was hls statement: "I don't trust them, but

I'm not afrald of them."” But the fact that he would
defend anybody whose civil rights were beilng infringed
upon or who needed an attorney, and he's utterly
fearless. I've told you Warren's trademark is his
great honesty; well, the most fearless man in

America today is Bob Kenny, because he sacrificed
everything in the way of political office and money
just simply to do what he knows is right.

How do you know when J. Edgar Hoover disapproves
of something?

He gets so unhappy you couldn't mistake it.

Unhappy with the zone meetings and the Richmond
experiment?

Both. The zone meetings were started before
Richmond, but this helped to tinge me, I'm quite
sure, as a person of questionable motives.

The Richmond affair?

Richmond. The only people that really pitched in on
this and were interested were the Berkeley Pollce
Department. They were interested. They were
interested in everything always.

And the police chief in Richmond had already
requested that something like this be done?

No.
wWwhat was his attitude?

The head of the clty was a young city manager, and
he was scared. It looked as if a race riot

was threatening, and so he started hollering for
help. So we said (I don't know who did the talking)
we would help them, but we would have to have a
series of five all-day conferences with the command
officers of the police department. And he ordered
it done. And, as I remember and I may be wrong,

I think the chief of police took a leave of

absence so he wouldn’t be involved.

Oh, he d4id-?
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Powers: But I had the assistant chief and the other command
officers on the police department. But it was fear
that caused 1it, just as today all this concern with
improving black-white relationships is a result of
the riots, which produced fear. It's not altruism,
not kindness, not compassion.

Fry: Did you say that there had been pressure on Kenny
from Hoover not to do the Richmond experiment? Is
that what you meant?

Powers: No. This is wrong. The pressure was not to carry on
zone training of police chiefs, especially in
California. KXenny wasn't afraid of Hoover, and he
made himself very obnoxious to Hoover about it.

I said I'd try to give you the Hoover correspondence.*

Fry: It ought to be locked up in a safe place like the
Bancroft Library.

Powers: Maybe that would be the thing that ought to be hid out!
Fry: You're walting until Hoover really leaves office?

Powers: No, not that. But this would be a question: a lot of
people now would deny the Federal Bureau's opposition
to what we were doing, because now it's become a
successful thing that's still carried on -- police
chief zone meetings.

Fry: You knew Kenny would back you up if the pressure got
too great?

Powers: Always. I don't know that the F.B.I. efforts to
influence, to block are too important. They could be
very lmportant; it would make a nice article for Ramparts.

Fry: 0K, I'1ll leave you to write the article. But the
reason 1'm intrigued 1s that this is a concrete
example of the relationship between local law enforcement
and J. Edgar Hoover at the time. The violence
commission report, which just came out yesterday, says
that the F.B.I. and J. Edgar Hoover apparently have
had a great deal of influence on local police

*J. Edgar Hoover correspondence (See Appendix).
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departments and thelr attitudes and policies.*
Tremendous influence.

These F.B.I. men came in to talk to you, but I
still don't see what leverage they had on you,
because they were federal and you were state.

They didn't have any leverage on me, but they thought
they did. They were trying to exert it. You see,

we went on despite J. Edgar's unhappiness and set

up the zone meetings and ran them, and as far as

I know they are still running, these zone meetings.

Well, what could attorney generals in the states
and local police chlefs lose by not following
Hoover's wishes? Would you lose cooperation from
the F.B.I. in the future, or would it be something
else?

No, we wouldn't lose cooperation from the F.B.I.
However, cooperation was usually on their terms.

We got from them identification information, some
training by thelr agents, and the opportunity to
send some of our offlcers to the National Police
Academy. Hoover never had any police experience.

He was a lawyer and a superb politician and appro-
priations getter. But he had been built up into a
demi-god in America, and it was my feeling that he
had come to a point where he was unhappy, and he
showed it if he were not so regarded. But, Bob
Kenny, with me lending meager help, was beginning to
do something about race relations -- especially black
and white. And Hoover’s influence and strength was
in his pursuing a course favored by the chalrmen

of the Senate and House committees -- Southerners,
mostly, and prejudiced men.

J. Edgar Hoover has survived in office a long time.
I guess that's how.

Yes, he did -~ 1924 until now. But the men who
survived with him had to conform to his idea of what

*Hugh Davlis Graham and Ted Robert Gurr, The History
of Violence in America (New York; Bantam Books,
1969) . '
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an investigative officer should be. And F.B.I.

men are primarily not peace officers, but investi-
gators. They are not dependent on public support --
good community relations, but on the good pleasure of
thelr director. They must accept the idea of his
infallibility, but neither Kenny nor I did.

You sent some officers to the National Police
Academy, d4idn't you?

Yes, and they did learn much in the way of scientific
crime detection and 1ldentification methods. What
happened to thelr attitudes was another thing --

not entirely pleasing to me. Hoover was annoyed

at me a time or two -- once when he heard that 1
spoke facetliously about some aspects of his training.
I felt that he was lacking in a sense of humor, and

I felt bad because I thought I'd hurt his feelings.

But your relationship with the special agents?

Good, friendly. But in nowise compared with our
respect and friendship with men of the Secret Service.

What was the difference?

F.B.I. men could hardly call thelr souls their own.
The Secret Service men were more like us -- good,
good men, who had a great deal of latitude in

how they worked, what they were free to say, and how
much they drank.
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BOXCAR IN THE SAND
by Laurence Hewes,

Page 213

THE COLOR LINE

esesAnd in the new surroundings, under the stress of wartime pressures,
this admixture of new attitudes and belicfs made violence a very real
possibility, Thus police departments, particularly, bore the burden
of keeping in hand an implicit threat of disorder.

For this reason we conventrated on providing guidance to the
police, Our advice was based on experience collected from a number
of law-enforcement agencies all over the country. One of our best
allies was Bob Powers, a former police chief, who headed the police
end of law enforoement for the State of California. Powers was bus-
ically a cop. He looked and talked like a cop and he had the con-
fidence of other cops. But he also had rare insight into social re-
lations and a well-earned reputation for sill in handling racial
problems. With Powers’s gquidance we persuaded the police department
of the war-swollen city of Richmond, California to hold a training

schecol in race relations for police officers.
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Interview 2 ~- June 12, 1969

ABORTIVE FILM ON RACE RELATIONS

Fry: We'll be able to put this in the appendix and refer
to it in the interview.

Powers: You better mention what you're talking about.

Fry: This is "An Experiment in Race Relations,” an
article by Bob Powers.* What d4id this come out in?

Powers: It came out in the Baha'l World Book. I don't
remember the year, but I think it was the *46-'50
yearbook of the Baha'I Faith. But this was first
given as a speech by Kenny at San Jose, along about
'46 sometime.

Fry: But you had written it?
Powers: I wrote it. It tells the story pretty well.

Now, Kenny ran for governor - he was attorney
general -~ against Earl Warren in 1946. An utterly
silly thing to do, I thought, and a lot of people
thought. Anyway, he got soundly defeated. Another
man was elected attorney general with whom I couldn't
passibly work.

Fry: That was Fred N. Howser?

Powers: Freddie Howser. To show the impossibllity of my
working for him: the man he appointed to succeed
me went to the penitentiary for something like
thirteen years for collecting money for somebody.
And in any event, I was steamed up about the
possibility of doing something in the area of race
relations.

Fry: I read in this manuscript by Robert Kenny called

*Robert Powers, "An Experiment in Race Relations,"
Baha'f Faith World Book (1946-1950), in The Bancroft
Library, University of California, Berkeley.
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Fry: My First Forty Years in California Politics, 1922
to 1962, which 1s a xeroxed manuscript, I think, that whe
Howser came in he fired you.* 1Is that right?

Powers: No. That was wrong and I told Kenny, and some of
the coples were corrected. He didn't fire me. It
would have been very nearly impossible for him to
do so. 1 was a merit employee under clivlil service.
The point was that for a number of reasons (every
reason you do anything is complex) but one of the
main reasons I left was that I wanted to go ahead
and see if 1 could expand and make this race
relations effort of value nationally. The Columbia
Foundation 1n San Franclisco, and the Rosenwald
Fund, which has slince gone out of business -- spent
all 1ts money -- both were interested. And Edwin
Embree, who was head of the Rosenwald Fund, was a
good friend of mine. He's written a number of
books on the subject of race relations, and he was
with the Rockefeller Foundation before he went to the
Rosenwald Fund. But anyway, I had an avenue to some
money, and I thought -- and I wasn't alone, Kenny
thought so too -- that we could develop some training
films to put these points across to police if we
had the money. Police particularly we were inter-
ested in. So I made a contact in Los Angeles with
Eddie Albert, who had a 1little documentary film
company on the side.

Fry: Who was Eddie Albert?

Powers: He's an actor, a movle actor. He's on television
now, I think, a lot. And I got in touch wilth
Margerie Elkus of the Columbia Foundation and
Embree, and they came to Los Angeles and we had a
meeting, and they saild they'd give me $5,000 to see
if I could produce a script that would be a starter
on the production of films. However, they also said
that they had to set up a board to handle the money;
they couldn't glve it to me, which I thought was
perfectly logical at the time. So they set up a
board consisting of Arthur Coombs, head of Occidental

*Robert Kenny, My First Forty Years in California
Politics, 1922 to 1962. Witk Kenny papers in The
Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley.
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Powers: College, and Eddie Albert, and the head of
Theater Arts, Kenneth MacGowan, at UCLA, and a
woman that was head of I think the Haynes Foundation
in Los Angeles, as a board to handle this.

And so I met with them on numerous occasions.
Now understand that my heart was completely in
this. I was willing to do most anything in this
effort. And my enthusiasm bounced off them, and I
erroneously thought that all these people were as
enthusiastic as I was. This happens very often
when you're 1lit up about something. You're in
love, and another gets the reflection of it, and
you think she's in love with you too, and actually
she's just reacting to your feeling. So, that was
all right; I had to carry the load and carry it
through alone.

I had resigned from my job in Sacramento when
I found that I couldn't work for Freddie Hows=r.
I was in Los Angeles, and so we started out. The
committee's idea was to start (and we were really
making a lot of mistakes) with my developing material
as a basis for the film. And they would get a
professional screen-writer to write the documentary.
I had contacted a number of producers, and they were
scared to death of the subject matter, because nothing
pertaining to race relations or anti-Semitism or
anything like that could be produced at that time. 1
thought maybe we could develop it closely with an
entertainment film of some kind.

Fry: You mean for mass consumption?

Powers: For mass viewing, yes. We thought maybe this would
tie together or we could get some help from some of
the producers, the producer using our material.
Actually, they were scared to touch anything like
this, because the times were approaching the
McCarthy era, and everybody was getting a little
bit scared because anyone who delved into these
subjects was suspect. I remember walking down the
street in Sacramento with Dr. Embree one day, and
we met a general whom I had been talking to the
night before. And I said to Dr. Embree, "The
general thinks you're a Communist.”

And he said, "In the things we are trying to
do, it's a mark of distinction to be called a Communist.”
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I remember those days. That was true.

In any event, there was a waning of enthusiasm, not
necessarlly on the part of this board -- they were
Just handling the money -- but among other people I

had to work with. So anyway, I went ahead and produced
the basis for these films. Here is a copy.*

This is a large manuscript!

That’'s a large manuscript dealing with lots of aspects
of police, and it was produced by me. I mean I put

it together with an idea, 2 stupid idea as it turned
out, that somebody else using this and understanding
it could produce some scripts for documentary films,
and also provide a basis for training of police
officers. When I got through, the board said, "Well,
you've done a lot of work." And they wanted to give
me 32500 for this, which I took. This wasn't some-
thing I was trying to make money out of, but they said,
"There is the money; this is what it's for; take it."

Well, you were without a Jjob, weren't you?

I was without a job too, although I was selling
some things that I could write at the time. So,

in any event, I was paild for this. And they turned
it over to a writer that I didn't know, and he fell
with a great big flop. He didn’t even know the
subject matter. And that was the end of this.

Now wait. "He fell with a flop.” How far did he
get?

He wrote the scripts for a couple of documentaries,
but they were impossible.

The films that were not produced?

They were not filmed. The State Department at that
time wanted to make a documentary also.

*Robert Powers, "Race Relations," 1946-1950, a
carbon, typewritten copy of a movie script, in
The Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley.
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Fry: On this?

Powers: On our race relations experiment here to show around
the world what we were doing about this black-white
problem although then you didn't refer to black,
you saild Negro. Well, we had conferences with somebody
from the Information Service and others, but 1t never
did get off the ground. And Eddie Albert lost
interest in it, and things began to get very rough
for me, and it fell flat. Embree said to me after-
wards, “The whole trouble with what we d4id -- nobody
begrudged the money we spent -- was that you should
have written the script.”™ He said, “You didn't do
it because you didn't know the format or how to do
it or the medium, but you could have learned to do
it in twenty minutes, or a short time, and done 1it.
And then we might have had something.” But anyway,
the whole thing fell flat.

Fry: Who was going to film it?

Powers: Well, Eddie Albert was in it mostly, it turned out,
because he thought that he could. We figured we
could get $100,000 out of some fund if we produced
it. Eddie Albert was hoping to use his little
documentary film company to do it. And it turned
out that it wasn’t much of a company; it was just
more a name than anything else. And I was messing
around in a medium I didn’t know anything about and
plunging in. Anyway, this was the end.

This was one great big failure on my part, but
it wasn't exactly a fallure because I came later to
know that this sort of thing we had done could not
be transmitted visually. It couldn't be done
visually. If we had dlstributed films, however
good we could have made them, all over the United
States and they had been shown all over the United
States, this wouldn't have alleviated prejudice --
visually. Otherwise, we wouldn't have any problem
today in the United States. It was just an idea, an
erroneous idea, that we could do it. It was an

effort.

Fry: This was to be used, then, in conjunction with
similar police encounter and trailning groups like
you had?

Powers: I wrote the basic material so that it provided a



1

Bail "d

|y |



Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

Fry:

Powers:

51

great deal of information, specific information,
that would help, I thought, however it might be
used, in dealing with the problem of prejudice

among police. Cary McWilliams wanted me to publish
it. I was sick and disgusted and tired of the whole
thing then, and so I didn't ever do it. But you've
got it. I'm giving you that copy, and you'll find
part of it interesting reading.

This 1s interesting, too, as one of the beginnings
of what might later be looked upon as the awakening
of the black-white problem in the United States that
i1s happening right now.

The awakening of police to the problem. It was a
little baby kitten, I'd say, opening its eyes after
six days br whatever they do). Anyway, your husband
will like it. He'll enjoy reading it.

Yes. Can you give me the date when this finally
fell through?

It was along in '48. Now you see, 1'd abandoned

my occupation. I had been at the top. There was no
place else to go. And one of the reasons was, I
knew that I couldn't go on doing the same thing

over and over again. But they're always complex;
there's a syndrome of reasons why you do anything.
And I don't think it's important, but in that area was
the fact that I knew something had to be done about
this problem of prejudice, focused, as far as I was
concerned, on black-white. But I didn't know much
else then. You see, my education and reading at that
time was very limited. I didn't know very much. I
was learning as 1 went along. I think that pretty
w2ll concluded that effort.

Your pre-scenario design has never been used?

The only ones who really appreclated 1t and expressed
it were Kenny and Cary McWilllams. Cary was excilted
about it. So if you run into anybody who says a

kind word about it, that will be my compensation,
because that $2500 is long gone.
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POLICE AS STATE COLLEGE TRAINEES

The idea of trailning peace officers in state colleges
started at San Jose State College, the first one in
the state. Now this was looked upon as a silly

thing by most police chiefs. The strength of this
effort came from Berkeley to San Jose. Now the
president of the college turned out to be a very good
friend of mine,.

Oh, who was that?

His name was Thomas McQuarry, a tremendously exclting
human being. And so he always wanted me to come up
and talk to his classes and in the police school,
which I did frequently. I went up one summer and
lectured every day, or talked -- whatever you want to
call it. But here I was probably, outside of some
Berkeley people and a few from San Jose, the only
police chief outstandingly supporting this whole

idea of police training in junior colleges or giving
it active support and working for it. McQuarry
finally offered me, if I would take over the school,
a full professorship at one time. And I knew he
didn't know what he was talking about, but I said,
"If there will be no discussion of my qualifications,
1’11 accept.” Well, the next thing he had to do was
to get my college credits, you see. And I said, "You
see, this is the end of it.” And he was very unhappy.
But shortly thereafter, Kenny put me in charge of all
law enforcement tralning in California on the state
level, and the State Peace Officers Assoclation made
me chalrman of their trailning committee. So I had
more prestige than if I had been a professor in

that area.

You think you had more influence in that position too,
I guess?

Yes. I probably couldn’t have lived in the college
atmosphere anyway. 1t would stifle me.

Of course you could have -- at least you would have
been good for the college atmosphere. [Laughter]
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Well, I had a happy time with McQuarry, because he
was proud of his college, and he was doing marvelous
things and he would take me around and we'd spend the
whole day together just going around and showing off
his big baby. Then he'd come down and hang around
my police department and I'd do the showing off!

That was a nice incidental relationship.

This was when?

This was while I was police chief at Bakersfield.

He and I went and d4id a brother act of speaking to
the American Rar Assocliation in San Franclisco when
they had a national convention there, McQuarry and I.

When was that?

Oh, I don’'t know. It would have been before '38.
Thirty-six, '37, '38. It was kind of fun.

And you spoke on law enforcement officer training?

He spoke on training, and I spoke on selection of
men. It wasn't before the whole convention; it

was before a section. Anyway, that isn't important
now.

Sure it is. I think it's important to know that
somebody in the American Bar Assocliation asked you
two to spegk.

Well, I realized when I got up to speak that I was
way over my head. There was Curtis Bock, a Judge
from Philadelphia that owned half the Saturday
Evening Post, and Dean Roscoe Pound, and people like
that in the thing. So I Just started talking tough
cop talk, and I said I didn't want any educated
people; I wanted cowpunchers and ex-enlisted men
from the army and navy, and people who knew how to
deal with people, and so on. This was the tenor of
my talk. I wasn't interested in intellect; I was
interested in people who knew how to live with and
work with and deal with other human beings. And

it went over big. It was very good. If I had

tried to talk to them about intelligence testing and
so forth, 1I'd have fallen flat on my face.

Oh you would have?
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I didn't doubt it. I was dealing with people over
my head. I'm always getting into things over my head,
you know. But McQuarry and I had a good time.

But at that point you were using intelligence
tests, weren't you?

Yes, I was using intelligence tests for my police
department, but I didn't know much about it.

A little note on that: How did you get them adminis-
tered?

I administered them. We created a Civil Service
Commission while I was -- look, I had my eye on

being police chief, but I was still a lieutenant.
Nobody knew what it was all about, and so 1 moved,
squirmed my way into the job as secretary of the Civil
Service Commission, and so I gave the tests. And

then after I became chief I still gave or supervised
the tests.

Were these the standardized tests, like the Stanford-
Binet?

like the Stanford-Binet test. I got them from
the University of Kansas. I put too much value on
intelligence. I know better now. 1 mean, abstract
intelligence is a very minor thing in personnel
selection, where the qualities needed involve
dealing in human relations, with a billion people.

Yes,

The ability to relate to another person.

Yes. We're way off the track.

Oh, are we?

You bring out the worst in me. [Laughter]

Thank you very much. What did you have in mind

to talk about?
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Oakland Police Inquiry, 1950%

Powers: Along about 1950, there was a human relations
committee in Oakland, the Oakland Committee for Civic
Unity, and they became aware of extreme police
brutality -- and I don't use the word lightly:

I mean murderers, beating a man until he had

ruptured kidneys because he was Negro, locking

people up who were never heard from again (to the

last of my knowledge -- maybe they showed up

someplace else). Well, this human relations committee
made a report in June, 1949, so the reaction of the
Oakland City Council was to discharge and terminate
thelr committee.

Fry: I would think so.

Powers: The papers wouldn't publish much, if anything --
that paper in Oakland, what's the name of it?

FPry: The Tribune?

Powers: The Tribune especially wouldn't publish anything
about what was going on. It was for some reason or
other censored or suppressed, and it was a very evil
thing involving many -- a blg pattern of this sort
of thing. Well, the Civil Rights Congress, which
was a Communist-front organization, had contact
with, or she was a member, Decca Treuhaft. Her
pen name 1s Jesslica Mitford. She wrote The American
Way of Death. She lives in Berkeley now. And she
was an utterly courageous and a smart girl, and she
manipulated this whole Civil Rlights Congress there.
Well, we were approaching or were in the McCarthy
days, and all you needed to do was relate somebody
to a Communist-front organization and anything he
sald was "Red-insplred®" and so forth.

Fry: And discredited completelg.

*For newspaper clippings on Oakland police inquiry,
see Appendix.
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Yes. Well, Decca wasn't afraid, and I wasn’t afraid.

She had been 1n the Spanish Civll War as a correspondent,
and well, she's a tremendous girl. And her husband

is an attorney, Bob Treuhaft. So, ln any event, they
got a legislative committee, the Assembly Interim
Committee on Crime and Corrections, headed by a

man named Vernon Killpatrick to inguire into this
sadistic (Boy, am I using words! -- Sound like a Black
Panther!) lnto this condition that existed. I'1l1l

give you the dates and some clippings on that later.

Good. Now just a minute, I'm lost. Where does
the Civll Rights Congress fit into this?

They were the ones that carrlied the ball after the
Oakland race relations committee was discharged

and abandoned and abolished. They plcked up a copy
of the report, and they carried the ball. And they
got through to Sacramento.,

I see. And they’re the ones then who got the
leglslative commlttee to pick it up.

Yes. Well, the legislative committee didn't know
what to do, naturally. Killpatrick was fairly
fearless but not too smart. He was smart enough
to ask Kenny what to do, and Kenny said, "If you
get Bob Powers, he can go up and do something for
you, " because 1 had done some difficult jobs for
Kenny beslides anything I've told you about. So I
had to talk with Kilpatrick. They didn't have much
money but enough practically to pay my expenses --
a little better than the fifteen dollars I'd get
if I came up and spoke at the college.

You Jjust mentioned you had done some jobs for
Kenny that you haven't told me about. Like what?

Oh, let’s see. Difficult to remember. First had

to do with writing an article for a state governments
magazine. Man assigned to ghost the artlicle couldn’'t
come up with anything at last dead-line day. So,
although I'd never done any writing to amount to
anything, I produced the article 1n time. Little
thing, but 1t seemed important.

Then, a district attorney and a pollice chief,
down around Santa Barbara someplace, got into an
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argument, and there was contention and figuratively
a war golng on, and they wanted the attorney general
to settle it. 8So I went down and simply asked a lot
of questions without giving any advice. And when the
two apparently got to thinking over what 1'd asked
and what they had replied, they declded to calm down
and get along.

Many seemingly little things, but which gave
Kenny concern. Like the State Division of Narcotics --
impossible morale and contention among the officers.
There were accusations and recriminations. It went
on for, as I remember, six months. Others tried to
straighten out the mess. Finally Kenny called me
in and asked if I could solve the problems and quiet
things down. "Sure,” I replied, "if you'll give me
the authority I need."” Kenny agreed, so I went out
and wrote a "To Whom It May Concern."” And in the
letter which Kenny lmmedlately signed, he delegated
all his administrative powers to me. These included
authority to suspend and to file charges. With
that I went to San Francisco and had a meeting of
the narcotics officers. I could see that the
problem was focused on one man. So, 1t was a simple
matter to come into the narcotics chief's office,
show him my letter, and tell him what to do "or
else.” And that "or else"” was hlis own suspension
and the appointment of a temporary chief in his place.
Not a blg deal -- not at all when one knows how to
find the source of discord and when he has the
authority to remedy. These are somewhat typical
of the things I was able to do for Kenny. But,

I could do them only because he trusted me and gave
me plenty of authority.

But so anyway, I went up to Oskland to look
the situation over, and I realized very soon that
everybody who had ralsed his voice before was called
a Communist and he was scared and ran. Well, I
wasn't afraid of being called a Communist at that
stage. In fact, anyone that was afraid of belng
called a Communist can't do anything meaningful,
just like no one who 1is afrald of being called a
nigger-lover can do anything in the field of race
relations. But I knew that I had no official
position here except as investigator for this
committee. So I had to work undercover, keep out of
sight. I did make contact with the police chief to
find out his attitude, and then I started an
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Powers: 1investigetion, and I found out that all of these
allegations were true.

Fry: How did you find out? Did you go to police records?

Powers: I couldn't have gotten near a police record. No.
Decca Treuhaft and another man whose name I can't
remember produced witnesses that I could question
myself and see. And there were enough records. But
I became convinced that all of the charges were true.

What to do then? What could a legislative
committee do? 1 was working on a shoestring; I had
to do everything myself. So when I got everything
together, I saild, "Let's hold a public hearing and
expose this whole thing."” Kilpatrick said, "Okay."
But he didn't talk to all the rest of his committee.

In the meantime, I had gone to the city manager
and the mayor and sald, "This 1s the condition that
exists here, and I think something 1s goling to be
done about it.” And I found the mayor particularly
to be the most bigoted racist that I'd ever seen.

The city manager wasn't going to drop out from
behind his police chief. The police chief was beginning
to hate my guts.

Fry: You just sald the city officlals then offered you a
lot of money to put in a police training school?

Powers: We never got around to talking about money. I had
first suggested that they linstitute a police training
school on race relations. That was turned down.

But after it became evident that I wasn't about to
quit and that I was digging a lot deeper than anybody
wanted, then they came to me and said, "We'll hire
you to run a police training program."” And I
probably could have written my own ticket on that.
But that was no good. It was too obvious a buy-off.
And so the thing to do was to have a public hearing
on this.

Well, this didn't scare them very much, because
they had control of the newspaper, and there wouldn't
be any publicity on it. BSo I set the stage for a
public hearing. I got a woman psychiatrist (I don't
remember her name) that I'd met who knew a lot.

She'd been born in China, and she knew a ‘lot about
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prejudice and so forth., 1 got Walter Gordon (a
Negro) who was on the Adult Authority. He had

been a policeman in Berkeley, then on the California
Adult Authority, and now he's a federal Jjudge in the
Virgin Islands., So, I put on a show -- I did an
Un-American Activities Committee in the reverse. I
hit people with everything I had, but there were a
lot of things that I didn't do right.

What was your role in the hearing?

I tried to get an attorney in the Bay Area to handle
the questioning for the committee, because the
committee members dldn't know what the problem was.
It had to be someone who knew what it was to do that.
I had written voluminous reports, and an attorney
could have picked it up and handled 1t. Well, I

had never been before a legislative committee. I
didn't know the functioning, I didn't know the
limitations; I didn't know anything about it. But

it finally turned out that we couldn't get a lawyer;
they were all scared. Of course Truehaft was out of
the question because he was tarred with Bed smear,
and his partner, whose name I can't remember, was

out of the question. Even they thought it wouldn't
be wise, because the whole thing would be turned into
Red bait. So I had to handle it as an attorney
without knowing anything about the procedure, methods,
or anything like that.

The committee came in, and the hearing lasted
two or three days. And they thought that I would hit
a couple of policemen hard over the head and let it
go at that. Well, I exposed a lot, through witnesses;
I had a parade of witnesses and they were awful hard
to get too, because they were scared of what might
happen to them afterwards. But I managed to induce
them pretty much, and I had a lot of help from Decca
and the Civil Rights Congress. Thank God for the
Communists when you're in a pinch. They sure don't
scare easy -- though I don't say that she is a
Communist; she isn't afrald of them. She's like
Kenny; she isn't afraid of them either.

But I attacked the city manager and the mayor
and the chief of police and the council,

By attack, you mean by questioning them directly
or by questionlng wltnesses?
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I believe I questioned the chief of police directly.
The mayor left town and couldn't be found. But I
brought out the fact that this wasn't a single
policeman that was bad or was losing his head, but,
you see, 1t was the important people who were at
fault. Well, they started hollering for help from
thelr leglslators, because during these hearlngs
some commlttee members had turned against me.

Oh, why?
Because they didn t want any espose. They didn't

want any expose that would touch important political
figures and allenate themselves from other legislators.

If I pushed around a patrolman or two, that would

have been fine. They would have fired them and gone
thelr way.

The Tribune was always very important in Republican
campaigns.

Yes. And the Tribune didn't print anything the first
two days, but I think the second day of the hearing
the Chronicle did. I called the clty editor, and he
sent a man named Robert deRoos, who's turned out

to be quite a wrlter, over to cover 1t, and he did

a magnificent Job. There was nothing left for the
other newspapers to do except be scooped or publish,

Well, it had become clear that some of the
committee members were doing what they could to
sabotage my efforts -- wasting time and so forth,
inviting unfriendly legislators to sit with them.
Kilpatrick stayed pretty still, but he was just
chalrman of the committee. The other members
rermitted an unheard-of-thing -- they let the police
and the city put on a defense against the accusatlons.
I was doing an exposé; they were tryilng to turn it
into a trlial and confuse the lssues.

Of course my investigation had taken about a
month, and I was Just utterly weary. 1 couldn’'t
hardly keep my eyes open. 1 didn't have any dexedrine,
I don't know why, but I didn't. So anyway, the final
evening of the hearlings, the police chlef, who was
rermitted to testlfy or have somebody testify for
him, recounted the questlioning of one of the people
that T had talked to. And the whole tenor of this --
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it sounds sillly ~- was that I had said, "Bob
Treuhaft 1s a good attorney,” lmplying that I was
trying to drum up business for Bob Treuhaft.

Oh. They didn't discredlt you because Bob Treuhaft
looked pink?

This was thelr effort, you see. They had tried to
discredit me for assoclating with the Civil Rights
Congress, and so forth and so on, but then they moved
in to try to discredit me by a slmple statement
repeated over and over agalin about twenty times by
a man under intense questioning that I had said to
him, "Bob Treuhaft 1s a good attorney."” Thlis was
the simple statement. I got sick and tired of the
thing. And so I interrupted. And I sald, "Instead
of going on and on into the night, I would llike to
speak to the whole world now so you don't have to
pursue this game. I think Bob Truehaft 1s an
excellent attorney.” And the place exploded. 1
mean that was the end. Here I had declared myself
alllied with a Communist.

But of course then this was over. The thing
had been exposed. The papers had done everything,
and it could never be quite so bad agaln because
they had never thought that thelr murders and so
forth could ever out. And of course I was not only
a traitor, a nigger-lover, and a Communist, but I
was a traltor to the police because I knew. I had
questlioned the chief about why he didn't have any
Negro officers, or very few, and he had said, "None
of them can pass the examination.” Of course I
tore that to shreds, because I knew how a chief or
a commission can manipulate examinations for anyone
he really wants or doesn't want.

Anyway, I was dead and sick at my stomach,
because of the committee's turning against me. The
bright spot, and the only one was, thls magnificent
woman Decca, and one man, a Communist I'm sure,
who hadn't run out.

So this was a big thing in the papers that the
committee had turned on its own investigator.

Who were the committee made up of?
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Powers: The only one I know who seemed to be most venomous
toward me was Harlan Hagen, who was later a Congressman
from this area., But that was a long time ago, and I
think he's probably learned some lessons since then.
But, you see, 1t was very hard in those days to find
anybody, to find a handful of people, who would come
out for this thing which I would Jjust call simple
Justice and decency.

Fry: Well, you had a very difficult area there in Oakland.

Powers: I've got the dates here on clippings that I'1ll give
you.,

Fry: Do we have time to go into what happened on the

committee? Or specifically the route of the pressures
that were brought to bear on them?

Powers: Well, the maln thing was, a commlittee arranges its
hearings and its witnesses and so forth for the
purpose of exposing certaln conditions so that they
can be remedied by legislation. They got some Alameda
County, at least one Alameda County legislator, to
come up and sit with the committee and help. Then
they permitted the police chief to put on testimony
tending to disprove the other witnesses. Well, 1if
I'd known that was to take place at first, this was
a reversal. We called our own witnesses and so forth.
I was trylng to do an expose. And it became very
evident to me, and I can't tell you how because it
was a long time ago, that my attacks 1in questions
and through witnesses on the mayor, city manager, and
police chief was something that the committee
members wanted no part of. Of course the big
problem in things like this -- many people go in to
make an investigation, but they're either bought off
or scared off, and my problem was to convince my
witnesses that I wouldn't be bought off or scared
off.

Now, I don't think I was scared, but oh I was
sick spiritually on leaving that place because I
had plumbed the depths of degradation, not only in
the police department, but in the political atmosphere.
Well, that was Oakland, and I regarded 1t as one of
the most difficult, torturous things in my life,
because, you see, having to do the whole thing almost
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alone and stand alone in the hearings, and then
having people that I assumed might be for decency
flip against me at the last minute.

Who was the Alameda County legislator?

I don't remember. December 29th to February 7, 1950,
"Civll Rights in Oakland,” the Chronicle. This
isn't complete; somebody's borrowed it. "Report
Clailms Oakland Cops Beat Negro."” "Oakland Police
Brutality Inquiries to Start Today." "Prober

Nabs Hostile Cop” -- me, moving in on them. And
then, "Investigator and Probers in a Row.” And then
the American Leglon thing about it after I'd left.

The American Leglon?

Painting me in theilr little magazine as a Communist.
I didn't see it; I didn't read it. So, this 1s one
of the things that I don't even like to talk about
(except that you wormed it out of me) because it
was so bad, such an evil, Thlis was the most evil
that I ever came in contact with. Plus these
people that I would normally want to respect, and
you suddenly see them as they really are.

Was Blll Knowland in Congress then?

I don't know whether he was 1in Congress or if he was
running the paper. It seems to me that his father
was running the paper.

He was 1in Congress then, because Warren appointed
him before that.

I may be unfalr in my idea about the Trlibune, but

of course I'm talking about something that happened
twenty years ago and not working from notes. But

I think the tendency was to conceal anything adverse
to the Oakland city government. Censor 1it,
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THE FIGHT FOR A NEGRO SCHOOL: STEWART UDALL, ATTORNEY

But that was damn near enough, you know, to finish

up my efforts on race relations. I did an investi-
gation of the Los Angeles police department after
that, but it was a very simple thing. I don't know
who I did it for, but it was on some specific charges,
and charges were nowhere nearly strong enough for
action.

Was this also on charges concerning race relations?
Yes. But it was a very sketchy investigation.
You mean it was more specific than in Oakland?

Yes. Specific charges that I got. That was about
my only thing except -- and I'm not going to go into
this because it doesn't involve California -- over
in Duncan, Arizona (that's the southeast corner of
Arizona) in '50 they refused to educate Negro
children because it would ruin them as cotton
pickers. And one woman out of a large community
didn't like it and started raising hell, and
through somebody else she got in touch with the
NAACP in Tucson, and Stewart Udall took it over.
And 1 went down there and helped her.

What was Udall then?

He was Just an attorney. And although a Mormon
whose raclal attitudes are officially pretty bad, he
did a marvelous job there. It's a beautiful story.

The Bancroft Library is interested in Arizona. You
were the investigator then?

I went over to support this marvelous woman Betty
Toomes who was raising hell, and we ended up with
Stewart Udall bringing sult against the school
board to compel them to set up a school for the
Randolph (black) kids.

And you were gathering evlidence for Udall? Was that
your role?
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Powers: 1 was advising Udall and advising this woman,
giving them a 1little encouragement, telling then,
“"You're dolng good; go on." I didn't help much
really. They thought I had a part in 1t because
they needed somebody who knew the lns and outs of
these things. But 1t caused so goddamned much
trouble that Arizona finally decided to desegregate
thelr schools even before the Supreme Court
decision. It was one of the elements of that. And
so they felt pretty smart afterward. But thls would
be another long story, and I'm just saying that ousilde
of that, I don't think, except in my ordinary day-to-
day life, that I'm particularly interested in race
relations or cops anymore.

Fry: Did you get to know Stewart Udall very well?

Powers: No. I didn't even meet him. Everything we did was
by letter and telephone. But I did have a very high
regard for him. I tied down the girl that refused
to go along with this community. She was only
one poor, cotton-plcking woman who wouldn't sit still
for this. But strangely enough, today, she's head
of the Boston School of English in Columbial
The Randolph family's kids couldn't go to school
because they were cotton-pickers and niggers. And
two or three years later I tilied her down and made
her tell me everything from start to finish and
put it on tape.¥*

Fry: Oh, really?

Powers: And it was a seven-inch reel with both sides. It
made a very interesting document. But I lent it to
her daughter, the tape, and the daughter lives 1in
Sacramento, and I don't think I'll ever get it back.

Pry: Oh. That would be really an interesting tape to
have along with this one.

Powers: It would be, but it's pretty far afileld.

Fry: Well, it's not far afield in subject content, because

*For the Betty Toomes interview, see Appendix.
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it would go into an index in which we have all kinds
of things collected, like race relations, Arizona, a
number of things.

The thing about this Duncan affalr was that here one
insignificant woman, living in poverty, wouldn't sit
still for an injustice.

Was she white?

She was white. And she underwent all the persecution
they could easily think of, and she wouldn't stop.
She wouldn't stop. She wouldn't leave it alone.

And throughout my life I see this thing where
some one person's integrity is such that you can't
stop him. 1It's like amartyrdom in a sense. It's
all the difference in the world between somebody
that's working at something casually and counting
the cost at every step and somebody who doesn't give
a damn and isn't going to be stopped, like a
kamikaze pllot or something like that. And thus,
when I talk to people (and I talk all the time one
way or another), I say, "Do it. Express it. Do
something. Move in and do something." Just one
person.

What happened to her after this? Did she have to
leave the community?

Oh, she did leave after. She went into chicken
ranching in California, and the last time I heard
of her she was in Columbla, South America.

My, she d4id go a long way. And what happened to
those witnesses in Oakland afterwards? Weren't they
in some kind of peril?

No, I don't think they were. You see, this was an
awful blow to the Establishment. They hadn't thought
that it was ever possible that thelr conditions,
thelr acts, could be made public. They thought they
were perfectly safe, and here came a peculiar

"white blackbird.” as Kenny called me, into town

who wouldn't buy it. I was driven by something. I
wouldn't stop and wouldn't let down. But it was a
horrible experience. You know, when I flew back

to Los Angeles, I just wished the plane would crash.
I'd had it. So these things are not always fun.
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WRITING: POVERTY BUT IT'S EDUCATIONAL

Well, what did you do after this Oakland experience
in 19507

Of course, playing around with all these things, I
ended up broke,

Yes. I lmagine you never were terribly affluent if
you wouldn't take bribes and support yourself in the
way to which policemen were accustomed.

No. I never had much money, but I had enough. You
know, I have two sons, and they turned out 0K, both
of them, in the difficult times ahead.®* For a while
I was writing and selling things, and then I couldn't
sell any anymore.

Why?

I don’'t know. I don't know what happens to a writer.
Maybe you lose your enthuslasm for a subject, you
know, or something like that. So we lived in Los
Angeles and we didn't have any more money. The kids
had both dropped out of school, high school. One
went in the navy, and the other came wilth us and we
moved to Yuma. We didn't have anythling, Jjust a
couple of sultcases, and we went to Yuma, and 1 took
any kind of job I could get when we got there. 1

had fun writing letters to the editor of the newspaper.
He was a liberal. And made some nice friends. Steve,
the younger boy, wanted to go to college, and

so he started to college with $60 and a suitcase

half full of clothes. He went to Flagstaff and lived
out in the woods and got an old blcycle to ride back
and forth. He lived 1in a tent out in the woods.

Good for him!

*See Appendix for clippings on son Steve's testimony
on behalf of Negroes in Bakersfield police inguiry,
October, 1969.
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Well, he finally graduated, and he's a good

linguist and he teaches school. He's a school-
teacher. [Note: He got his M.A. in Latin American
history in May '70. -- Powers] The other boy came
back from the navy and through some hook or crook,
without having finished high school, he got in
college and was graduated, and he's a school-teacher
too, doing some interesting and exciting things.

But me -- first of all, the experience in Yuma
gave us all something that we didn't know anything
about before, and that was that poverty doesn't
make any difference. I mean, when you don't even
know when the next meal's coming, it doesn't make
any difference. You see, that's really important,
but you can't get the benefits vicariously.

What you're saying is that money doesn't make any
difference.

Money doesn't make any difference. If you're going
to starve, you're going to starve. My wife was
completely unafraid, although she had been raised

in a good middle~class family. Then I got a job in
a cotton gin -- beautiful job, working as a bookkeeper.
I didn't know anything about bookkeeping; I couldn't
even add, but I'd learned long ago if you learn the
terminology, the vocabulary of anything, you can
bluff your way until you learn what to do. So I
then had two kids in college. They gave me a house
and a car and a newspaper and a telephone, all of
this, to live way out sixty mlles east of Yuma on
the desert in a cotton gin. So I had enough money
to get the kids through college.

As an accountant?

As a clerk.

A clerk?

That's the type that work fourteen hours a day,
seven days a week when a lot of cotton was being

picked.

Had you tried to get back into law enforcement at
this point?
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No. I'd had it. I know enough to know that you
can't go back. You've had an experience. You can't
go back and do 1t again. I mean, it doesn't work,

as a general thing. I'd had some halfway offers, and
I guess I did make a couple of 1little half-hearted
efforts, but not serious efforts. I thought that

I'd be able to write for a while, and then I found
out I couldn't make a living writing.

In Arizona?
No. In California.
Oh. Before you went to Arizona.

So anyway, then in ’'62 I had a stroke, and everybody
thought I was going to be dead. It didn't bother

me any, but other people were concerned, especially
the doctor was awfully upset, because I wasn't
reacting scared like you're supposed to when you
have a stroke. And so that was the end of my
working. And so they sald I was permanently and
physically disabled, and so I decided 1I'd just do
what I wanted to do and the hell with everybody.

And at about that time Social Security came around,
my Social Security, and a little retirement pay from
California and a veteran's pension and so forth. I'm
a rich man today because I live within my means, and
I do some writing for my own amusement. And in the
years I was over in Arizona, eleven years, it

was good. I have friends here in Bakersfield, a
selected bunch of friends mostly Negroes. My
favorite is an ex-Black Panther woman: I spent an
hour with her just before I came up here because
she's full of talk. And then I write, and I've

done a lot of deep reading on subjects that I've
wanted to, but I have no knowledge of 1t all,
because you see 1 hadn't had time, no educational
time. I've made good use of this. So, that's the
end of the story.
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A BACKWARD GLANCE AT POWERS THE YOUTH

Well, there is one more thing. We really didn't
talk very much about your childhood. I just gave
you about five minutes on it.

Do you want to hear about it?
Yes. Whatever you can tell me.

Okay. I told you where I was born: Las Vegas, New
Mexico. My parents were southerners, good substantial
middle-class people, above average in intelligence.
I had an 1Q that crowded genlius, maybe the upper
one or two per cent of the population. I didn’'t
know 1t, of course, and nobody else knew it either,
because I was just an impossible bastard. And so

I couldn’t make it in school. I was too much of a
problem. They'd give me an armful of books the
first of the year and 1'd read them all the first
night, and then I'd just be bored and make trouble.

Do you remember when you learned to read?

No, but I must have been six or seven when I started
reading books. So it was obvious that I didn't get
any education beyond that. But I went to work for
the rallroad as a machinist helper, working on steam
locomotives, when I was fifteen.

Is this when you dropped out of school?

No, I had had other scanty jobs, and so forth, bu%
I went to work for the rallroad then.

Whatever you could find. When did you leave home?
Were you still living at home?

Yes. But I was Jjust walting until I could leave.
I was falrly independent because I was working ten
hours a night, seven days a week, on locomotives.

An then World War I came along.
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Yes. You haven't mentioned what you did there
either.

In World War I I enlisted in the cavalry. You see,
Lawrence of Arabla was doing exciting things at that
time, and the military hierarchy decided that we
needed a lot of cavalry. And then they changed
thelir minds after I got in, so I was in a troop

of cavalry in the regular army on the Mexican
border. I stayed until about 1920. I was first
sergeant of a troop of cavalry in the regular

army, and I was about elghteen, nineteen at the time.
But, one time they decided they'd educate soldiers,
and so they started typing classes., And 1t only
lasted one day -- something happened to it, they
changed thelr minds; but I had a book.

You got your typing book.

I had my typing book and had a general idea of what
it was all about, and they had a typewriter in the
orderly room of the troop, so I learned to be a
typist, a good typist.

You mean you would go in there in your off-hours
then and progress through the book?

Yes, at night, you know. So I ended up -- my

usual thing, I couldn't get along with the troop
commander; I was obnoxious. So he dlsowned me,
which i1s a pecullar thing to do in the army, but I
went over to regimental headquarters, and they
grabbed me quick as a regimental personnel sergeant
because I could type. Not many people could type in
those days. And then they organized an office of
chief of cavalry in Washington, and they had to
staff it with enlisted men. And 1 heard something
about it, and I put in an application, and they must
have been hard up because they transferred me to
Washington, D.C., to the office of chief of cavalry.
And then, when I had been pushed around by lieutenants
and the captain, I became the friend and confidant
of the brigadier generals, major generals, and
colonels.

Do you remember the names of any of them?

Oh, George Vidmer was a colonel; Willard A. Holbrook
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was the chief of cavalry; H. T. Bull was a colonel
in my section, and Bruce Palmer was a colonel.
Willard A. Holbrook was the major-general.

Do you want to make any comment on what some of
these men were really like for the benefit of
military history?

They'd all been overseas, and they were all
cavalrymen, and thelr minds largely were concerned
wlth perpetuating the cavalry in the face of the
fact that motor vehlicles were belng used and that
Patton, who was a major of cavalry, had done so
much with tanks in the First World War. And so
we'd get briefings from the military attachés

in the morning and see what Budenny was dolng, a
Russian general, with cavalry, and everybody would
silt around and say, "Motor vehicles willl never take
the place of a horse. Where would you get your
gasoline?" But the army was cut back. And my
experlence was that they were good men of very high
caliber. A colonel or a major-general would ask

my opinion on how to handle somethling -- me, a
private. (I had to take a reduction to private

to go there.) And all the false front of the
military autocracy was gone out there. We were all
working together.

Oh, really?

And 1t was a very strange situatlion. And I began to
learn, and 1t was a very limportant lesson, that

when one gets at the top he doesn’'t have to use all
of thls status junk to maintaln his position. I
learned about leadership.

I thought that the cavalry in World War I already
consisted of trucks and tanks and thlings.

No, there weren't too many tanks, or trucks in the
cavalry. Some, no doubt, in Europe. But one
mounted squadron, I think of the 2d Cavalry,

saw some actlon.

The cavalry was mostly horses?

All horses. They were scattered along the Mexican
border, some in the Phillipines.

Weren't there trucks in the Argonne action?
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Could have been -- for transport. We used mules.

What did they call the part that had the trucks
and tanks?

I don't know what they called them. 1 suppose the
tank corps or something like that, but tanks were
so new that nobody knew much about them except
Patton, and he'’d made a specialty out of them,
although he was a fine horseman.

So they were really concerned then with a sort of
a political situation which was a threat to thelr
survival.

You see, we went into the First World War with all
of our ideas of tactics and so forth left over
from the Cilvil War. Everything, all tactical
problems, maneuvers, and so forth, were based on
what had been done in the Civil War.

Charging San Juan Hill?

The charge with a saber, and so forth. And so they
were in for a big change, but it took them an awful
long time, for they're very backward people that
run the military.

Then you were discharged from Washington, D.C.,
i1s that right?

I heard about the New Jersey State Police organizing,
and I made an application. And I got discharged
from the army. I had reenlisted after the war. I
got discharged from the army in April, April 1, 1922,
and went on the New Jersey state police force

April 2. I had gone up in the meantime and taken
the examination and found out that out of about
fifteen hundred people I was second or third high,
which was primarily an intelligence test. A whole
lot of my life was spent learning of my abllity.
"Know thyself.”"” Is that it? I think one reason

I'm such a braggart and namedropper is that I'm
always so surprised when these things happen to

me.,

But knowing your own ability is an important thing.
Was this the first time you had passed a test that
high and that you began to suspect that you were
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really an able person?

The first time that I'd ever taken a test.
Oh. And that was a surprise to you?
A big surprise. A big surprise.
When did you marry?

'28.

Where were you then?
Bakersfield. A motor cop.

And you married a Bakersfileld girl?

Yes.

That's in the Saturday Evening Post article, I believe.*

Yes. The ex~district attorney's daughter. And I
married her in '28. I met her while I was riding
the motorcycle on the street one day.

One other little gquestion. In your home, were
elther of your parents a literary type who liked
to bring in books and to read and things like that?

They were literary types, yes. They were, 1 guess
you call them, highly literate people, well-read,
and my father was an extreme liberal faced in the
direction of socialism. And my mother had been a
schoolteacher. And I was of a large family of five
sisters and one brother.

Oh, your mother had been a schoolteacher?

Yes, just a short time. At that time it didn't
amount to much, being a schoolteacher. Anybody
could teach school that could read and write in
those days. But they were literate. I always

*¥Robert Powers, “Crime Was My Business," Saturday
Evening Post, 221 (July 31, 1948):22-34; (Aug.

7, 1948):38+.
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Powers: read a lot of poetry. I think I had a good taste
for poetry. But 1t was long before I really started
serious reading; I was probably over twenty. I
was out of the army and so forth.

I wanted to tell you something, and it won't
hurt anything on the tape. First, and I think it's
affected my whole life, and I don't know if I can
tell it very well, but I've thought about it a lot
of times.

I can tell how o0ld I was because of where
we lived -- you know we moved all the time --
and when I was Jjust about two years old, I was
walking down the street and having a hell of a lot
of trouble because my shoelaces were untled and
had come out of the holes, and every time I1'd take
a step I would step on one of those strings and
stumble. And, you know, it was a major problem.
A flat tire's nothing compared to that. And
everybody who would pass would laugh and think
1t was so funny you know, me stumbling along.

And I passed a house, and there was a woman,
and I remember that she was a little tongue-tied,
sitting on a step. And she saw what was happening,
and she called me 1n. And she spent about twenty
minutes treating me like an adult, teaching me
how -- of course the ends were gone off the shoe-
strings -- to twist the end and put it through the
hole. Then we laced and unlaced my shoes three or
four times until I knew how to do it, and then she
taught me how to tle a knot. And we sat there for
a while, and then I went along. And, as little
as I was, I thought, "I'd like to be like that
kind of person. 1I'd like to be like her." I
think it influenced my entlre life, a 1little thing.,.

And again I say, these little things that one
does -- considerate, compassionate, courageous --
I guess it's pretty hard to be able to realize
the lmpact they have.

You through? Are you through with me?
Fry: I guess so. This has been very educational for

me, and I know it's going to be valuable for
Bancroft Library.
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Racial P

By Almena Lomax

The controversy over the
early racial views of Su- }
preme Court nominee G. }
Harrold Carswell recalls the
fact that the man whose
name became synonomous %
with the Czurt for his liberal
views was once looked upon-
with a jaundiced.eve by the
Negro community of his
home state. — ¢

'That man is former Chief
Justice Earl Warren who be-
came so indentified with the
extension of Constitutional
guarantees to minorities that
the angry South threatened
to impeach him and charac- .
terized the Supreme Court as
“the Warren Court."”

£

. EARL WARREN
Gordon Named His image changed
However. as Governor of e
California from 1940 to 1952,
Earl Warren was s source of I
deep frustration to the state’s
Negroes.

They could not get a state) - Judge Promoted
Fair Employment Practices] Warren also named Los
Commission during any offj Angeles -architéct Paul R.
his three administrations/) Williams to theiState Urban
Nor could they get the ap-i Redevelopment Commission:
pointments they thought they|in 1947 and Norman O. Hous-.
thould have to the jndiciary|ton of Los Angeles'; ‘chairman
or to state posts. of the boargd of Golden State
'Mutual Life Insurance Co., &
Negra firm, to the State Ath-

. ! '.‘
him to a $10,000-a-year post
on the California Adult Au-
’thority."-

As Gavernor, Warren
named only three Negroes to| " iy
state posts. One wasghis olq letic Commission in 1950.
slassmate at the University! He named mno Negro
i California, All-American’judges, but in 1941 he clevat-
‘notball end Walter A. Gor-:ed the first and only one in
jon, whom he summeoned the state, Los Angeles Munic-
rom the relative obscutity of |ipal Court Judge Edwin L.
" Jaw practice in Berkeley’s' Jefferson, a brother-in-law o

*gre community to sit on {former Assemblyman (now.

1 State Board 'of Prison| Congressman) Augustus F.

‘ms8 and Paroles in 1943, Hawkins, to the Superie?

following year appointing Court.

o

i Twenty yelirs Iater, Jeffer-

¥ Court of "Appeals in Los An-

¥

Y

by
‘fa Negro, and that he boﬂ

X

— .

rejudice

s6n was raised to the new di-
vision of the :Second District

geles by former Ggvernor

dmand,G: (Rat) Brown.
{ Negroes generally gave
ftwo.reasons for Warren’s
»1,99&. of response to their de-
imiands. The #irst was a wide-
sspread. belief that Warren's

e

Federal Court Judge David,
W. Williams (a Nixon ap-|
pointee) — Warren denied he |
'had snubbed Negroes. said|
{that he often worshipped in
Negro churches and had
even attended 2 convention
of the NAACP in “Long
Beach or some place.”

-Warren spoke out in 1952
against the bombings of Ne-

{father had been murdered

Negroes a deep grudge.
Belief Dispellted

This belief” was only dis-
pelled by the passage of time

B and Chief Justice Warren’s
" dynamic blow to segregation

‘gro homes in areas newly
opened by the outlawing of
‘ restrictive covenants.

“Such hoodlumism must
not be tolerated in Califor-
nia.”" he said.

He slapped at San Francis-

6

"when he wrote the majorityco residents for voting to
opinion in Brown vs. thekeep a Chinese family out of

Board of Eflucation (Topeka, 5 subdivision.

‘Karn.) the NAACP suit to ind
tegrate the nation's schools
and make integration “‘thel
law of the land.” .

" Actually,- the person who
killed Jusfice Warréen’s fa-:

tage in Bakersfield in- which
he had reared his family,
was never found. Whites as
well as Negroes were among
the dozen men questioned.in
the intensive investigation
that followed. . ' !

The other reasen-given .by
Negroes for' Warren's failure
to appoint Négroes was -that
[ he didn't know any very well,
aside from:Gordon.

, Denlaf:Made

Made tb, face the issue in
the early 1950s at a meeting
on Los.Angeles’ Central Ave-
nue, set:up by what Negroes
jokingly referred to as War-
ren’s “Black Cabinet” —
i Houston, Williams and now

t‘

He scored the

|
revival either in fact or in
spirit of such orgam_za’aon_si
the Ku Kinx Klan 1n Cali-

fornia.
Praise by Ebony

' ther, Mathias Warren, 73, in| By 1956, Washington police
11938 in the ‘tidy, modest cot-

ting watches on the!
‘gﬁ;‘:f 1?I(:fsticge’s residence be-
cause of fiery crosses plant-
ed there by bigots. :

In 1964. he headed Ebony
magazine’s list of “the 10
most trusted whites in Amer-
lica.”
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JARREN MO0 lomax:
'. ’t . e j KA ?9
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Nuﬁgg "'9}.’) e

od EXPLANATION OF BLCKGROUND OF ARTICLE

ilth reference to the "Earl Warren #nd Racial Prejudice"
svory 1ln the Examiner of Feb. 22, written by me, to besin with,

t as an unfdrtuns. heady which I thodpht would mis-

Pecoprle are apt to be gé-thinking about their neroes, and
Zithout o doutt anc with véry gool& reason, Earl Warren ks one of
tac nerocs of this era. 7 aad 4

The story wad not intehded to.bh;féﬁ’that Earl Uarren had racial
pre judices. He 'may have had; he may not havo had hefore pgoing onto
the Sporeme Court Bench.

If nhe/ had, I should iwmagine that-&he Bench would have been a

areat educator, even for statube.

I should also imagine that gettiﬁg'out of the provincial atmos-
phere of California, for it was prdﬁihcial, racially-speaking,
uhen darren was named to the Suprehe Court, and into an atnosphere
winere the most profound &uebtions of our democrac s were d;scusseq,
eniarged cvéﬁ the hwrizons of Earl Warrens

However,:' having known.EarI Naﬁ%éﬁg as Governor, at least havin,

oarL.Lc.lpated in,a press-Negro comrxinmlty conference with nua“

2 - B ety B v L AT
. 5 vy "-/'"

‘

rand havin g,Come away with the conclusion
that he was very uncommitted about Negroes, "very Republigzan" in
thiec Republican sense df that time'(&%ﬁﬁ%'19h8, I think), stand-

ofiisn and unresponsive to the % question of greater Negro in-

volvement in arfairs of the state and to the need for nassaze of
& ’ 9,

¢aPCy, I Just saw a story in his past attitudes andf{the Carsuell

controversy. , {more)
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let add WARREN MEHMO, | »
-)grst:‘i.

I Bon't know wWaat happened in the 19h5 legisla*urc with relerence

i

to FEPC. 1 suppose I wasn’t to" ware polﬂhlca¢ly.

buq.L do know bhat durlnv ‘that conferenﬂe. called by Norman O,

x x“ 3‘:

&%@ Nutual Life Insurance

o;‘\ﬂ' . -

Houston, retired Dre31denb'uE_Golaenr

COey Dov¢d Y W1111ams, now aﬂfederal ais

A

lct courtdvgg%'John P
3y, wealthy Los Angeles momtlclan ahd member of the Stnﬁe
Board of Funeral Home' dlrectors, Warren was evasive about FEPC,
e Fo 3

He would not commit Himself to_fight to get it. He would not
say he woulo name .2 Negro judge, ano né did not. He confined
nimsell to Drotestlng"hls goocwxll toward Hegroes, as indicated

Los Angeles,

by once having attended a convention of the WAACP 1n conCERTNRpeartdh
and by "frequently worshinplng in Negro churches.

iy

n
Lie leaders of the Neqro communlty attiélag the mecting were

disappointed in him. For they were Repulblicans and were woriin

<
o
IS
o

hard to win the Negro vote back to the GOP.

1 wrote a story in my peper, the Los Angeles Trlbune, ehg-e

twitting'ﬁarfen for his Teredits'! and for not even reme:bering
wiiere dnc of them had taken place - nhe had to be prompted Ly
soustion that the NAACP convéention had taken place in Los Angeles,
not in #v#k Long Beachs.

I summarized wmy story by.obseﬁving.that Warren, like so many
unites in public life, feally didn‘t know any Negroes, to speak ofe
that when he dild know a few, Hal?erﬁA. Gordong: of Berkeley, the
A:}-Amcrica U. €. cnd, he nawmed nim to the Adult Authority, ilouston
Lo a most unlikely spot on the Athletic Commission - Sanking and
Cunleney woﬁld nave been more Iitving -« and architect Paul R. .1l

ioms Lo the State Urban Redevelopment Commissi on.

e )
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2nd add WA-REN MEMO "

He also elevated Los Angeies Munlclpai Court Judge Edwin L. Jeiferson,
. § & Flia
Wybrother 1n~lawéof formcr As °emlemaﬁ (ﬂow .ongreosnan) Augustus 5%/

.!\, ‘,w B H ¥ «”

Hauklns to the uperlor‘ﬁourt.

iq, rhv

L |

Judge Jefferson, nou 31tt1ng on the $8a#8 Court of Appeals,
courtesy formor uovernor Ed«und G. Bern, was ndmed to the Hunicipal
Sourt by former Governor Culbert L.‘Olson. I don't know anything
s vout 1a€e Governor Meﬂrlam.

uaufen was ropeatedl' urged $0 . annomnt the late Willis O, Tyler

5iarece Jones, /00 brilliant ¥Yegro lawyers, to

the Bench. He did not.
Botu served’ occasxonalTy as Judges pro tem m Both
died ,reatly dlo&bPOlnth at their failure to achieve this éistinc-
T on, ané the Nevrovcommuh¢ty of'’ Ldé Angeles was bl ttcrly 74
Jdisanpointed 1n Warren for this reasaho
Warren was, 28 most people are, rather ﬁ rproduct of his times
andhis cnvironment, |

When the Republicah conventlon 01 1952 ineluded FEPC in its

viatlfcrm, he came out :or i%e But shorLly afterwards, ue was na:aed

to

ﬂ

the Supreme Jourt Bench.
P y P2 Can»wr/

e was also a very decent and braVG man and he frcquently spoke

out apainst ‘the burnlng of crosses on "the lawns of Negroes anc otner
racigl mlnorltles ab out&the otate who tcok advantage of +the out-Z

lawing of restrictive co#ensn*s to buy hemes in areas previoucly denicd

<

4

At least one of the many men arrestea aq suonccﬁs in the brutal

kil ing of Warren's father, hath;ag;wh?npn, Willie; or Van Ly Starr,

Was & lienmro.
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-
y ol X

He was an ex—conv;ct who nad serVea t&me for armned éssgult

& e ,,‘
e ‘ “®

ant was heard to say Lhat hs haa to have SGM? money, znd “would

pulT a stick-up to get TR - &5’{

s " 3
; }\:h

He left Bakersfleld hurrledly .a¢uer the kzl 1ﬁg without stopping
to 4% collect a pay check caglng to hlm as -G@&eﬁ an employee of a
drive-in cafe, and w1thout gebtinw hls belomvmngs from his hotel.
le had nowed lawns for Hathias Warreh and was Known to know the
slain men's RN nabxts, chief among'wnlca was keeving large
sums of uoney ($500) én‘éis‘persoh from rents collected on weckends,

The clippings in the césghindicate that other persous either
arrested ér questioned iﬁwﬁhﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬁe about the murder were

ldegroes, among them Watﬁ;as Harren's handym&n, william A. Reed,
wao discovered the body. :

Fone of the dozens ofimen qrrestéd br questioned about the mur-
vscr was ever charged and it remains unsolved/ But in Southern
California, it was common~télk thétia. Negro had killed Zarl Warren's
father and that he had prosecuted ﬁim'for the erime. Yhat, of
coursc, is untrue. But i?kwas a pervasive rumor which only died in
my own mind when I reéd~£ﬁe truth about the slaying in the Lxaniner
7iles last rebruaﬂy | .

Many llegroes, such as Houston,. Hill FEEanme ooth Willismses
wntlioned sbove could substantlatelwhat i have said alout .arren's

cireral reserve about Negroes whéﬁihe wis Governor.

lowever, facts spebk fof thonmeives. wnen Goodwia 1. Knight
succeeded éﬁnaovornor, a number of Negroeu were appointed to
judicial posts, ¢ncluding David dllliams, the late Charles 3Bussoy, of
Sai 'rancisco, Tnomas L. Grifﬂlth, Jre, now a Los Augeles Superior
ZOETL jadge, a‘h& &?‘ﬁé‘h&t s J'%b‘a N s

(ahre)
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The first order of buginess, the very first piece of lcpislaticon,
seen taroush the legislature by fofmer Governor Brown was o/ .PC,
and Brown appointed many Negroes to the judiciary, including Alameda
vounty Buperior Court Judge ¥ Lionel Wilsonzkgﬁhicipal Sourt Judge
Joseph Kennedy, Los Angeles Judges EarlﬁBroédy, Vaino Speuncer (a
Nepro woman), Sherman T. Smith, Xenophon C. Lang,
“$tro lato Loren Miller.

-30=
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FOR BANCROFT LIBRARY - ORAL RISTORY PROJECT, "EARL WARREN AND HIS TIMES".

This hes to do with an article in the "Examiner" by Almens Lomax, and
headlined "Earl Warren and Racial Prejudice.”

I, Robert B. Powsrs, and I alone conducted the investigation of the murder
of Matt Warren, father of Earl Warren. Never, at any time, did any person
who was Negro coms under suspicion of having been the perpetrator of this
crime.,

Those who were suspect by me and by others were relatively poor people who
occupied houses owned and rented by Warren, Senior. These people were all
white. None of these houses ware known to be in ghettos or Negro neighbor-
hoodse Matt Warren's home was far removed from areas freguented by
Negroes. The people occupying Warren, Senior's houses would have besn
characterized at the time as mostly "Oakies" or relatively poor persons.

Certainly, it is untrue that there was any belief that ths murderer was
a Negroe And this is the first time that I have ewver known of such an
assertion having been put forth.

The man whom:soms regarded as s "prime suspect” (I did not), was definitely
whits.

Neither was this suspect a renter of Warren's property.

I had many occasions to discuss various aspects of law enforcement with
the then Attorney (District) of Alameda County and later Attornsy General
ard still later Governor. While he was Governor, I was nominally in his
office for a while as "Coordinator of Law Enforcement Agencies" and as
Chief L aw Enforcement Officer of the State War Council.

I have no recollection of ever having discussed racial metters with him,
and 1 definitely never hesrd him mske any derogatory or prejudicial state-
ments about Negrces.

If asked, I should offer the observstion that Mr. Warren shared the general
attitude of the white populace, at that time, that segregation was a social
necessitys however, I am utterly convinced, that Mr. Barl Warren would
have never countenanced any injustice perpetrated on anyone because of his
race or color,. -

N .
-0 Lee (g
Robert B, Powers

BOB & MILDRED POWERS
1841 1/2 Quincy Street
Bakersfield, Calif, 93305

3 -5-7C
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APPENDIX IT

Correspondence Regarding J. Edgar Hoover and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
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Tl 2
&
“ OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

To: Judge Kenny - PLaceE Sacramento

From: Robert B@—\ DaTE December 10, 1945

In San Francisco on the 7th, I talked with Mr. Steiﬂﬁ?ﬁ¢a; *f,
speclal agent in charge of the FBI in San Francisco. I o
told him that I should appreciate any help they could give 4 /&7

me on preparing a training program, making use of all
facilities in the State. It was his suggestion that the
probably have some man in the FBI who is familiar with
what has been done in other states and could give me
assistance in preparing a long range program or prospectus
to submit to you. He was very much interested in the
police chiefs' zone meetings and stated that they would
like to help in any way they could.

This was really a preliminary discussion and I hope
to go into the matter more fully after the first of the
year. _

There are certalinly some subjects such as those per-
taining to scientific crime detection that they can teach
better than we ever could. Whether we can arrive at a
satlisfactory agreement as to the conduct of specific schools
will depend on future talks.

At his request, I am sending Mr. Stein our tentative

schedule of meetings and the agenda. He was most coopera-
tive and expressed the desire to meet you as soon as possi-

e' @R &
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] ...E:.L—iﬁp /< ; OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
!youaA:ﬂﬂﬂ%éE;;;;j:iiffiI;;;;_

To: Judge Kenny PLacE Sacramentq
From: Robert B. % DATE December 17, 1945
SuBJECT: FBI INTEREST IN POiEC EFS' ZONE MEETINGS |

< At 4l 0A

This is in reference to my memorandum of December 10t
concerning a talk I had with Mr. Stein of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation regarding police training in California. ¥ R

While in Mlami Beach, Mr., Hugh Clegg of the F.B.I. in 2%17
Washington asked me to come over and have a talk with him.
He said that the Federal Bureau had been planning meetings for
heads of law enforcement departments throughout the United State
to begin during the first quarter of 1946, He was consequently
much interested in our plans for police chiefs' zone meetings
and hoped that there would be no conflicts between their meet
ings and ours, There appeared to be an unusual amount of
concern in his attitude. He suggested that they would like to
nake the meetings joint between the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion and the State Department of Justice.

At the time, I thought that there was possibly some merit
in hils suggestion but I told him that I was not in a position
to make any declsion. That the matter would have to be referred
to you. He was not at all clear as to their plans for meetings
beyond saying that they had hoped to have about twenty persons
present at each meeting. I suggested that, since our call for
the meetings would not go out until after the first of the year,
he arrange for someone who could speak with authority to meet
with me during the week between Christmas and the New Year. He
sald that he would write to Dick Hood of Los Angeles, and Mr. Stein
of San Francisco, to get in touch with me. He wanted to clear the
matter with Mr, Hoover before any further discussion.

Since returning to Sacramento, I have called Mr. Stein's
office and asked that arrangements be made for him to meet with
vou between December 26th and December 28th, and to notify me as
to when he could be there, T

: I have conslideréd the matter from all angles and have talked
with Charles Johnson about it. We are of the opinion that there
would be many difficulties incident to joint meetings:

1. There 1s still much resentment in some quarters
against the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and
scme of that resentment might be turned toward
us 1f we had joint meetings.
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2 -~ Judge Kenny

2, I believe it is our desire to keep the meetings
as much llke a conference as possible, and to
encourage police chiefs to come as near running
the meetings themselves as is possible. Whereas
I feel that the Federal Bureau of Investigation
would want to handle the meetings more like
lecture classes and in a less democratic manner

3+ There would probably be constant confusion as to
dates and agenda if these were joint meetings.

It is suggested that we should in no wise lose control of
these meetings, but that possibly special agents in charge of
the F.B.I. might be invited to the meetings as guests.

Because I was somewhat caught off guard by Mr. Clegg's
extreme interest in these meetings, I fear that I may have
left the impression that they would be more welcome than I
feel, after due consideration, they will be.

e o
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Judge Kemy Sacranento
Robert B. Powers December 19, 1945

POLICE CHIXFS' ZONE MFETINGS - APPOINTHKENT WITH MR. SIEIN F.B.I.

I called Mr. Stein, Epecial Agent in Charge of the
F.B.I. in San Francisco, and talked with him today. IHe asked
me to say that he was ldoking forwerd with pleasure to meeting
you but would like to have Dick Hood present at the discussion
and would not be able to arrange it until after the first of
the year,

Although he did not say so directly, I was under the
impression that he wanted to communicate with Hugh Clegg before

neeting with you. I asked him to call me again when he had
heard from L Clegge.

RBP/m

CC Janet Morony
Charles Johnson
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sﬂ,/y) Department of Justice
To; Robert W. Kenny PLACE Sacramento
S From: Robert B. Powers DATE January 23, 1946

SuBJECT: F. B. I.

Inspector Hince, Special Agent in Charge, C. W. Stein and
Special Agent Sullivan of the Federal Bureau of Investigation called
on me in Sacramento today. Mr., Hince did most of the talking. He
inquired about the Zone meetings for police chiefs and specifically
the meeting that was held in San Diego. He stated that he believed
our meetings with the conferences of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation would be too much of a burden on local police officers. He
indicated to me that the conferences held semi-annually by the
F. B, I. served the same purpose as our meetings. He stated that
the Federal Bureau was not interested in zone meetings that we were
holding for district attorneys or sheriffs but that they would
prefer that we 4id not hold zone meetings for chiefs of police. I
disagreed with him insofar as thelr meetings were filling the neecds
of police chiefs.

I also informed him that we were acting under statutory authority.
He asked me to transmit to you the suggestion that we discontinue
police chiefs' meetings and that if we have any subject matter we
should like brought up in zone meetings we submit that information
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Thelr meetings are presently
being held in Californla semi-annually and are attended by anyone
from law enforcement departments designated by chiefs of police or
sheriffs.

Mr. Sam Fick, Chief of the Bureau of Trade and Industrial Educa-
tion was called to come down to my office. He had requested authority
from the Federal Department of Education to employ a full time man to
be engaged in police training., In a reply to his letter, he was
asked to get in touch with Mr. Stein at a conference to be attended
also by representatives of the Attorney Genéral's office. The metter
of the employment of a man was discussed. I insisted that there was
a need for police training in California and a demand for local offi-
ces for such service. Mr. Hince stated that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation was willing to furnish all in-service training that was
necessary. He indicated that he did not believe the work previcusly
done by our Department of Education had had much value. He also stated
that in general the Federal Bureau of Investigation is oppoged to pre-
employment training for police officers. (50~vg§0QL’<LPLL7}uul%Qj)

I informed Mr., Hince that we had had many demands for in-service
training of police officers. Specifically, that we had had recent
requests from Marysville, Yuba City and Hanford. He stated that if
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No. 2 - Memorandum to Robert W. Kenny

he were asked by the United States Department of Education whether
he thought there was necessity for the employment of a man by the
Department of Education in California, he would stated that in his
opinion there was no need for the employment of such person.

The discussion was kept on a friendly basis although it lasted
about an hour and a half.

From my discussion with Mr. Hince and my previous discussion
with Mr. Clegg, I am of the opinion that it 1s the desire of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation to take over all in-service police
training in the United States except that conducted as a strictly
departmental school.

The attitude of these men seems to be inflexible and while they
indicate a willingness which I believe to be sincere to cooperate
at the local level, I could detect no desire to cooperate at the
State level,

2 Bk 13 fowran
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation ) o 4 A“
Hnited States Department of Justice

MWashington 25, B. C.

ATRIATL
SPECIAL DELIVERY

Mre. Robert B. Powers
State Department of Justice
Sacramento 14, California

Dear ¥re. Powers:

I am in receipt of & letter from the Honorable
Robert W. Kenny, Attorney General of California with
reference to a conference which you had on January 21,
1946 with Inspector L. A. Hince and Special Agent in
Charge Ce. We Stein of this Bureau.

There is enclosed for your information a copy
of my reply to Mr. Kor.my.

Sincerely yours,

&.u@ww

Enclosure (1)



-



Jmuery 29, 1346

AIR NAIL
Egnorable Reders %, Ksony SPECIAL IBLIVERY
httorney Gomorsl
State of Califernia
Saorsmento 14, Califoramias

Xy céear Mr., Atterney General:

1 have pectived youmr letter of Jemusry 21, 1948 in which you
referred to the conferonce Meild on Jamwary 21 by Mr. Rodbert &, Pewers of
your Departmsat with Inspector L. A. iinee end Special Agsat in Charge
Ce Tia Stein of our Sem Frenelsce ¢ffies, I sm wvery nmeh dlsappointed te
ocbgerve your reactiem to the attempte made By ouwr representatives to
harmonize your resemtly iastitubed police sonforesnse activities im
Califoranis with the already established law eaforcement conferences whieh
have been held by the FBI with the lew enforsemant officers of Califernia
during the past several yoars,

1 am suro that your comelusions with regpeet to the recoxsendations
made by Ingpecter Himee are bdaged on incomplets informatien as to the comne
fersnoce held with My, Powers of your offies. Towur first statement that kr,
Hinoes recommendod thet the seme weetings of ochiefs of police e dlscontinued
is mot at all in comformiity with the statesents estuvally mede. On the other
hand, Imspecter Minee pointed owt teo Mr. Powers that the Fil has beeh helding
regular conferences with the law snforeemert sfficisls and offfesrs in the
State of California sines 19403 that if a completely msw series of quarterly
conferenges with police exscutives is superimpesod upen the alresdy long
sstablished law enforesmnt comference progimm, there would b wunaveidasle
duplioetion, unasoesgnry travel and perhaps ax umreascmable demend wpon the
tine of poliocs exvoutiwes, It wag alse pointed out %o Mr., Powers that mueh
sore benefioinl reswlts might be sxpected if M. Pewers sad asmbers of his
ztaf? would eppear at the reguiar FRI law Lnforoement Conferences, taking
whatover part in the progreas wouléd de necessary in erder to fully cowr the
problems of the Califernia state Departmeut of Justise, 3Sueh an srrangsment

95

would result in the elimination of duplicetion, in the avoidenmss of unneoessery

travel by the oifieors and in & generally hermenious result. 1 do uot think
i% 43 falr to say that such & reeceswmndation on the part of Inspestor linee
eanatiteted a recommsudetion that zono westiangs of cilefs of police be
digcontinued inasmmeh az at the time of the somferenes your program hed

Just degun and snly one confuremee had beem held. Aocordingly, Inapeoter
Hinoe's recommndation was really & suggestion for the eonsolidation of
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a projected progrem of your offise with the already losng csteblished end
eperating senfereneé pragram spensorsd by this Burenu,

I was hopsful that mebanlly egreegdls srrsngements night de
warked out snd I was sncowraged by the comfersngs held between Mr., Powers,
Nro Heo Mo Clegg, Assistant Direster of tds FRI, and the Specfed Agsnt in
Therys of our ¥laml Offies on Deoomber 14, 1948 at Maml, At thet tiwe
Mre Clagg explained to . Pevere the FII pregrem of police conferences snd
polioce schoolse It wax indisated e XMr. Powers that, inasmmeh as “here were
alrsady leng esteblisind confurenens, the erestion of a guarterly peliee
onmtoutives' confersmee progrem Dy the offiee of ©w Atterney Gonspa) of the
Stats of Califermis would not be e satisfhebory es would be a couselidetiem
of the objoetives of Btk oL sur orzanixetisng, TC wap gusceteted 4o ¥Wr, Pawers
that the PRI wuld be delighted Ys have him or ether representatives of
imur offiee sppsar at the reguiar FBI Law inforetment Conferences snd devots
a8 wuch of the progrem as nevsssary to a Giseussion with the pellod exseutives
of Celifermis su probleng of smbtual interest, Mr, Powers st Whit time
inferwed Ve, Clogg that cush an arrangemont was entirely agresadle to him,
fis indlcsted he 41Q not desire %o sstablich & progrem whiek might econfliet
in any way with existicg programe snd that he wonld bs glad %o confor with
The Speeisl Agente ia Cherge of owr California offfces te werk out dstailed
plense Contrary te this understanding, however, cur Califormis offices were
informed that yeu were prooessding with the sehwduliag of guarterly pelise
ezeovtiws' conferenass, Althowgh 1 was very desirous of working ocut semw
matue.!ly sgreesble plar for sesbining yewr propessd cenferscecg with owur
exlsting mregram, I do not feel thet there ig enybhing to de pained at this
time by sueh & sowdimtion sines you have alresdy proecesded with soparats
conforence programse

With respeet 4o your stadesment $het Inspeotor lLinse recomsended
that matbers of in~gervice training, eroept Departmontal sehools, Le lefd
sutirely $o the Federal Dureau »f Investigatiom, I want you %o know thet thise
statewant ig expetly eontrary %o the statements meds by Ingpsetor lines in
the presenes of Specisl igent in Charge Stein, ¥r. Powers end Nr, Sem Fiok
- of the State Leoard of Veostionanl Hducstiens Ae & matéer of fuet, the
nouforense with Mr, Lemera did oot deal at all wiith police soheools. Mr.
Tyworg, in faet, stated at the cenforcence that the office nf the Itate
wpartumct of Justies wes not epérating poliee training schools »t this
time 3 that no poliee instructors were employed By your departweat and thed
thers was no law enferoswpént tradning program astivwely in speration. Ascordiagly
the matter o~f polios szohocls was ont¢ gormann %o the eonfersmes held. (mive
treidental to the confersace, and om an eutirely separste fsewe, MW, Hewers
infermed Inspeeter Himes Shet My, Sam Fiok of the State Soard of Vecatiemal
réugation desired te ocenfer with him and with spesisl ;goat in lherge Stein
cn a gweetien inve.ving the emplaymeat of & peiloe instrvoter by his ofiies,
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#r, Flek requested the recomwendstions of our repressntatives and wee
informed that the FDI would meks abselutely ne recouxomdationm fer or
sgaingt the employment of any persen by his organisetion. Howswer, in
viaw of the faet that the suggestion that an inetruweter be caployed waa
besed ez an allegatioz thet thare was an oxisting seed for police treining
wrich head net bYeen me¢, Inspector Hines indieated to M. Fiek that tim

FPI had gooperated on & brond soals with the polies ehiefs and sheriffs in
California in an endesver to mset training meedsy that the 731 wes aed
aware of sny oxizting meed for training whieh was not being me$ and

thet the FBI was rea€y te furnish all possible sseisbanes te sny peliee
execeilve in the organization amd eperstion of police treining sehooia,
™e oxly interest which waz indicated by cur representatives in this
entire master was Ia the allegetien that polies training needs were net
being fully wete In order Yo meke the position of the Bl sxbremsly
clear, Izspactor Hinee stated %o Mr. Fiek, in the pressnes of kr. Powers,
that 1f there was sny police training aeed in ths State of Califernia
vhi¢h the F3I oould not meet or was net presently meeting, them the ¥BI
most cortainly waz desirous of emeouraging activity em the part of
nhatever organirzaticon was guelifisd te do e Jobe

1 hope that this communication may servs te elarify the
position whieh this Bureau hes taken with respset to the operation of
law exforesmsnt conferoness and polies training schoels. Our polieios
are not epplieadbls $o Califeornia aleme dut ary 4he sase in all :tetes.
It is my eernest hepe thet in the fi0ld of polies training we eean by
a coenferonoes with and insiruedien of pelice offfeers retura in some sesall
meagure payment to the law enforeemont exsoutives for the splendid
easporation they have given te we throwgh the yeers, ivery gtep in the
oconferemce and training sstivities which w& balw is direoted toward tiw
ont obleetive of improving the standerds of performance in the law
enforcexent fields I am sure that yeuw will agree with the desirzbility ef
such an b jeetive,

Siaserely yours,
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Honorable Robert W. Kenny SFECIAL DBLIVERY
Attorney General .
Stete of Celifornie
Sacramsnto 14, California
My dear Mr. Attorney General:
I have reeeived your letter of Jenuary 21, 1946 in which you %Ey«~

refarred to the oonference held on Januvary 21 by Mre. Robert B. Powers of
your Departmont with Inspector Le A. Hinoce and Special Agent in Charge

C. Wi, Stein of our San Franoisco Office, I am wvery much disappointed to
observe your reaction to the_afitempts made by our representativeg to
harmonize your recently instituted police oonference aotivities in
Californie with the already established law enforscernent conferences which
have been held by the FBI with the law enforoement officers of Californie
during the past several years,

I am sure that your conclusions with respect to the recormendations
mede by Inspector Hince ere based on incomplete information as to the ocon=
ference held with Mr. Powers of your of fice, Your first statement that Nr,
Hince reoommended thet the zene meetings of ohiefs of police be discontinued
is rot at all in oonformity with the statements actualliy mades? "RE other
hand, Inspechor Hince pointed out to Mre. Powers that the FBI has been holding
reguler oconferences with the law enforcement officials and officers in the
Stats of California sinoe 1940; thet if a completely new saries of quarterly
cenferences with police exeoutives is superimposed upon the already long
establiched law enforcement conforence progrem, there would be unavoidatle
dupliocation, unnscessery travel and perhaps an unreasoneble demand upon the
time of police executives, It was also pointed out to lir, Powers that much
more beneficiel results might be expeoted if Mr. Powers and members of his
staff would appear at the regular FRI Law Enforcement Conferences, taking
whatever part in the program would be necessary in order to fully cover the
problems of the Californie State Department of Justics. Such an arrangsment
would result in the elimination of duplisation, in the avoidance of unnscessery
travel by the officers and in a gonerally harmonious result., I do not think
it is feir to say thet such a recommendation on the part of Inspector iHinoe
constituted a recomrendetisn that zone mestings of chiefs of police be
discontinuved inasmuch as at the time of the conference your program had
Just begun and nrly one conference hed been held. Accordingly, Inspector
liince's recommendation wes really a suggostion for thg oonsolidetion of

g b
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a projsctsd program of your office with the already long established end
operating conference progrem sponseied by this Bureau,

I was hopeful thet mutually agreegzbls arrenzsments might be

worked out and I was encourgged by the oconference held between lMr, Pnwers,

Mre de Hs Clegg, Assistant Direotor of the ¥3I, and the Special Agent in
Charze of our Miami Office on Decexber 14, 1945 at Miami. At that time

¥ro. Clegg explained te Mre, FPowers the FBI program of polioe confsrences and
police schoclse It was indiocated to Mr. Powers that, inasmuch as thore were
already long esteblished conferenc?s, the oreation ~f a quartsrly pelice
exscuiives' conference program by the office of the Attorney General of the
State of Califormia wnuld not be as satisfaotery as would be a conselidation
of the objectives of both of our organizations., It was suggested to Mr. Fowsrs
that the FEI would be decllshted to have him or other representatives of
vour office appear at the regular FBI Law Inforcement Conferences and devote
as much of the program as necessary to a discussion with the police exsoutives
~f Califnrnia an problems of mutual intereste Mrs Povers at that time
informed Mr, Clegg that such an arrengement was entirsly agroeabls *»n him,
He indioated he did not desire to establirh & program whioh might conflict
in any way with cxisting progrems and that he would be gled to confer with
vhe Speocial Agents in Charge of our California offices to werk out detailed
>lanss Contrary to this understanding, however, our California offices were
informed thet you were prooseding with the scheduling of quarterly polinss
orecutives' conferences, Although I was very desirous of working out soms
mutuaily agreeeble plan for combining your proposed conferences with our
existing vrogrem, I do patk feel that there ig anything to be gained at this?} J

ime by svch a comdination sinoe you have nceeded Wi s te
2ecnfOrence Prosramsae =

With respeot 4o your statement thet Inspector Hince recommendedaé{
that matters of in-service training, except Departmental sohools, be leoft
entirely to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I want you to know that this
statement is exactly contrary to the statemsnts made by Inspector Hinoe in
the presence of Special Agent in Charge Stein, Mr. Powers and Mr, Sam Fiok
of the State Board of Vooational Fduoation., As a matter of fact, the
oonference with Mr, Fowers did not deal at all with police schools, lr,
Pawers, in faot, stated at the oenference that the office of thz State
Department of Justice was no* operating polioce training schools at this
tire ; that no police instruotors were smployed by your department and that
there was no law enforcement training program aotively in operation. Accordingly
the matter nf police sohools was not germans to the onnferemnce relds Quite
incidental to the conference, and on an entirely separete issue, Ir. Powsrs
informed Inspecter Hince that Nr, Sew Fick of the Siate Roard of Vooational
sduoation desired tec confer with him and with Speoial Agent in Charge Stein
o a guostion involving the employment of & police instruotor by his offioe,

&
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¥re Fick rsquesved the reoomwsndations of our representatives and was
informed that the FBI would make absolutely no recommendation for or
against tic 2aploymont of any person by his organizetion. Uowever, in
view of the fact that the suggestlon that an instructor be employed was
based on an allegation that there was an exlisting need for volloee training
which had not been met, Inspsotor Hince indicated to Mre. Fick that the

FBI had ccoparated on a broad scale with the police ohisfs and sheriffs in
California in an endeaver to meeot training needs; that the FBI was not
aware of any existing need for training which was aot being met and

that the FBI was ready to furnish all possible assistance to any police
executive in the orgenization and operation of police treining schoolss.
The only iaterest which was indicated by our representatives in this
entire matter was in the alleogation that polioce training needs were not
being fully mets In order to meke the position of the FBI extremely
olesr, Inspector Hinoce -stated to Mre Fiock, in the presence of Mr. Powers,
that if there was eny police training need in the State of California
which the FBI could not meet or was not presently meeting, them the FBI
most certainly was desirous of enenuraging activity on the part of
whatever organization was quelified to do the joba

I hope that this communiocation may serve %o clarify the
position whioh this Bureau has taken with respect to ths operation of
law enforcemsnt oconferenoes and poliece training schoolses Our policies
are not qgg&igg%&%szgypallfornia alone but are the same in a%‘_states.<ﬁ£
It is my sarnes THET in the field of police training We oan by
a oonference with and instruotion of police officers return in some small
measure payment to the law enforcement erxscutives for the splendid
sooperation they have given to us through the yearss Ewory step in the
conference and training activities whioh we taeke 1s directed towerd the
one otjective of improving the standards of performance in the law
enforoement field, I am sure that you will agree with the desirabllity of
suoh an objectivee

Sincerely yours,

Woonen






To:

FroM:

MEMORANDUM o

Department of Justice

Robert W. Kenny PLace Sacramento

Robert B. Powers : DATE Feb. 4, 1946

Susyect: Letter from J. Edgar Hoover, dated January 29, 1946

While it would serve no purpose to argue what was said
during my series of discussions with F.B.I. Agents, my
conclusions and inferences are significant. They are there-
fore stated:

After my first talk with Mr., Stein I concluded
that he was in no position to make decisions--also that he
had heard for the first time, from me, of the Police Chiefs!
Zone Meetings. '

After my talk with Mr. Clegg in Miami Beach, I
concluded that he was disturbed over the Zone Meetingsj; That
he understood I had no authority under any circumstances to
abandon the project; that he wanted to Join with us in these
meetings, understanding that I, personally, was agreeable;
that he could make no decision without talking to Mr. Hoover;
and that he would arrange for someone from the F.B.I. to mee%
with us during the week between Christmas and New Year's Day.
I also inferred that he understood my delay in calling the
first meeting was only temporary and contingent on his arranging
for subsequent discussion.

I talked with Mr., Stein by telephone after returning
to California at which time I attempted to arrange a meeting
between him and you, telling him of my conversation with
Mr. Clegg. I inferred that he had not heard from Mr. Clegg
and consequently did not wish to meet with you.

After 1 talked with Mr, Hince I concluded that the

F.,B.I. was irrevocably opposed to our holding Police Chiefs!
Zone lMeetings; that they were willing for us to participate in
their conferences; that they felt there was no need for the
training of peace officers beyond their ability to supply; and
that they opposed the types of training we had under considera-
tion, I also inferred that they resented our participating in
the field of peace officer training.

These discussions were initiated by me when I requested
assistance from the F.,B.I. in planning a coordinated program for
the training of Peace O0fficers in California.

If Mr. Hince did not call on me for the purpose of inducing
us to abandon the Zone Meetings for police chiefs, and to dis-
courage any continued Interest or activiiy in the field of training,
I am at a loss to understand the reason for his apparent anxiety

to see me, and his trip to Sacramento. {C:D
@QW
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

TASHINGTON

Fevruary 8, 1946

Dear Bob:

This will acknowledge your letter of January 21
with its enclosures indicating certain difficulties
between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the
State Department of Justice of California.

I am, of course, distressed to hear of such differ-
ences and have talked it over at some length with
the Director. His letter to you of January 29 ex-
plains the Department's position. I trust that we
can all work together on it.

With xind regards,

Sincerely

/s/ TOM C. CLARK
Attorney General

Honorable Robert W. Kenny
Attorney General '

State of California

San Francisco 2, California
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Fillard Hoted
WaSAington, De Co

Februa.y 1%, 1546

o

Honorsble Tom C. Clarx

Attorney General o the United States
Temartment of Justice

Tachington, D. C.

Dear Tom:

1 hevo your letisr of ,awaqry Zth in which you exXprecs the hops taoob
Wog onn all wor. togethsr® along the lxn&u of tac Zobier which the

Oirector o7 the Talar.l ﬁuraﬁu of anustlgan$oa wddrensed Vo ve on
January 2th.

I wish you would t ko the time to re-ro.d that leitor. As I rs.d it,
it comletely cloises the door to ~ny cooperative arringewents .nd daoa
not at ail suzcesi that the Federal Goverament gerge its intere.t with
27 the Stete in pelice training, wut rather tha. tae State suvmersy.
ot letely its prosent wcbivity. Upom its r60¢-gt I conlidersd tue
dodr closed to further discussicrn and frenkly {ind no encouragemani
“rop your latier %o reopsn thom,

The Oirsctor's atbitude is that he must taxe the sums ,ceition inm aul
Qtﬂteu regardless o whether or rot :ocme of itavwe sbtates ruy Lave on—
Lorgzd on . orogressive job of their om. You will recall that 1 spcxe
to you of wy hapry auticipation of your incumbeusy as o wny 1ln which
stat:s that were trying to do a job would be hespod by the r~ne““:

Coverumont. ““'eon;ily I theught that your deparisent would have sn
interest in troing o muie me louk good at leust sinee California ig
the Loarpreat sbate in the Undion ﬁnxﬂ. gtill can wozel of a Democrntic

Attorngr Cazperal. To sry that 1 am diearpoinied la developmsnilz to
2ate ic putting it mildly.
Tith test regurds, I am

Sincerely yours

ROBExT W, ALNKY
Attorney Guneral
o7 Califomlia

Bsgk
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

WASHINGTON

March 1, 1946

Dear Bob:

On recelipt of your February l3th letter,
I called the hotel in the hope that you and I could
got together for a talk but found that you had gone
back to Californis.

I was sorry about this because I was hope~
ful we would have the opportunity to discuss the
situation thoroughly. Be sure to let me know when you
next expect to be here as I am anxious to see you.

With kind personal regards,
Sincerely,

TOM CLARK
Attorney General

Honorable Robert W. Kenny
Attorney General of Californla
San Francisco 2, Californila
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APPENDIX III

Maxims for Police Chiefs






," a e 06
The Powers ?’
e e i hstas MAXIMS OF AN EARLIER DAY POLICE GHIEF

CHIEF'S PHILOSOPHY - GENERAL

A Chief's first consideration is to keep his job. His ability, capacity and
integrity are of no value to the department or the community when he reverts to
"sushing a plow."

Survival as a Chief depends largely in giving people not what they need, but what
they want,

A Chief must see himself in proper relation to the banker and theeogambler, the
Sunday school teacher and the prostitute, the public spirited philanthropist who
gives a park to the city and the second hand dealer who encroaches with his dlsplay
of merchandise on the sidewalk, He is the Chief of Pollce to all of these people!

Physical laziness, coupled with an alert imagination, is your greatest asset as Chief

As Chief, you are employed to put your feet on the desk and think. If the desk is
so cluttered there's no room for your feet, then it's imperative that you stop
dolng some subordinate's work and start thinking.

As Chief, it is permissible for you to work on a case cr perform a routine jdb
only in a case of emergency; when it is necessary to develop new techniques; or when
some innovation in methods is indicated.

A Cnie? must have ideals; but he better damn well not coupie them with illusions.

5, Chlef must have ciear objectives, although they may be as broad &s '""The greatest
good fo. the greatest number,'' or "“maximum protection with a minimum of interference.

To obtain many of his objectives, the Chief has to compromise and compromise, often
traveling a path as the streets of Santa Fe, which are said to have been laid out
by a drunk Mexican on a blind burro.

ne Chief who is rlgid and inflexible is ''tied up." He's not elastic. It may be
3 good idea to run all the pinball tables out today, but tomorrow, with a new Council
mer, seated, it may play hell with appropriations for a new patrol wagon.

Inconsistency is often strength. If your decision of today must be consistent with
that of yesterday, you may do a wrong or act stupidly. Be certain that you do not
know exactly what you will do tomorrow, -

The one thing of which I'm sure is '"that | don't know what | shall do tomorrow.'
1T my decislon tomorrow must conform with that of today, | may do a great wrong or
act stupldly. i
bDorn't be annoyed with the numerous suggestions as to how your department should be
run. The speaker is not deprecating your judgment or ability. Everyone thinks he
can run a restaurant, a newspaper, or a police force better than it is being run.

""Foregoing special privilege is the prlce of good government.'"" However, special
privilege is good trading staock for the .Chief. Obviously it should be traded not
for personal gain, but for that which benefits the public. Any good cop will trade
special privilege or Immunity to the petty thief for turning in a bank robber. He'd
let someone open a crap game and run it a month for stoolieing on & kidnaper. Thesc
""trades'' are known as ''exchanging a rabbit for a race horse."
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ADMINISTRAT 10N

To do even the simplest job, a policeman must have two things: (1) Authorlty, and
(2) Latitude for his initiative. In dealing with unique human beings, it is impossib
to foresce all contingencies!

As Chief, you must find work for all and keep everybody busy,

In any group of men there will be those who plod along never giving trouble, There
will also be the non-conforming trouble makers who will in time become leaders.

Reasons for the issuance of an order and the results desired should be made known to
everyone on the Force who is affected. Marshal Foch, when asked to what he attribute:
his success as a commander replied, '"To command is nothing; the essential thing is

to understand those whom you lead and to make them understand you.'"' [f an order can
be misunderstood, it will be misunderstood. 1t is related that Napoleon always had

a feeble-minded soldier close by or on his staff, Only when that man could under-
stand an order was it issuéd!

Only when an order Is so simple that it can be understood by the most backward man
in the organization should it be issued.

An order may be good but not timely. When a general order is disturbing to the or-
ganization, proper ground-work has not been laid for its issuance,

When an order can be misunderstood, it will be misunderstood.

When an officer understands an order and knows the reason why it was issued, he seldo

te ~
cischbeys.,

When an order is misunderstood, it or the man issuing it is defective; probably both

There comes a time shortly after the issuance of an order when it is tested by its
recipients to see whether obedience was intended or whether its purpose was to protec:
the Chlef if anything goes wrong.

In an emergency, orders are "'snapped out.' Only to the officer you do not respect
would you say, ''Would you please' or "{f you don't mind' in prefacing an order when
lives are in danger,

As Chief, you must be alert for instances in which you can request extraordinary work
and service from the men, thereby enhancing their feeslings of personal worth and
importance, ’ '

The demand for llteral obedience of your orders provides an officer with a ""knife
with which bhe can sometime cut your throat."

DISCIPLINE

There is a motive In all complaints made, either against a citizen or against an
officer. The ostensible may conceal an ulterior motive. Look for the latter,
especlally in complaints made against a policeman!

Some Chiefs say, ''I will stand by a man as long as he is in the right.'" Others say,
"*] share the responsibility for the wrongdoing or bad judgment of every man on the -

force,'"" There is a difference,
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Discipline (continued)
Punishment for a failure or misdeed is far less effective than the positive recogni-

tion of work well done. When misdeeds, however, must be dealt with, often the simple
statement is enough that: ''I am displeased."

A “'bawling out" arising from loss of temper may clear the air. However, anger should
never be deliberately cmployed,

When you would dismiss a man, remember that not only he, but also you, are at fault.

DISTRIBUTION

Fingerprints are unique. Find a recorded print to match the latent. Human beings
are also unique., Find or crecate a position to fit the man.

Any attempt to change a man's personality is futile and can Yead only to frustration.
However, it is possible to change your table of orgenization.

Promotions come from the ranks is a must., To introduce an "outsider' into &ny
position other than the lowest is an insult to thc men.

The old officers have wisdom which cannot be transmitted to another. It can be
acquired only through personal experience. Do not underestimate their value. They
give strength and stability to a force.

Distribute men not as a reward for bravery, hard work, or perseverence. The plodder

is se’Zom a leader, The potential leader with imagination may prove troublecsome on
a beat. The misplaced officer Is an unhappy man and may, in the end, make you unhapp

ENFORCEMENT POLICY 3

Theoretically, laws end regulations govern the conduct of police; in reality, policy
is of equal importance. )

Policy governs the enforcement or non-enforcement of specific laws and regulations;

it governs when certain laws will be given emphasis, who will enforce them, and how

they will be enforced. o

On a force where policies and changes in policy are not published, then clairvoyance
is one quality which must be looked for in recruits. °

Five percent of the people want some regulatory law - especially if it pertains to
morals = strictly enforced. Another five percent don't want any enforcement at all.
The other ninety percent just don't give a damn as long as they're not inconvenienced
or dlsturbed.

No law can be strictly enforced unltess it is backed by overwhelming public support.
In the church-college town and in the oil-boom town, enforcement policies must differ.
Only the shiny new recruit thinks laws can be enforced as they arc written. Laws are

frequently too absurd for that. A Chief's objective may well be to enforce by compro:
mise so as not to raise the wrath of the extremists, but to satisfy the majority of

the populace,
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Sp many laws are absurd that there must always be some criterion other ‘than illegality
to justify their enforcemept,

The wisdom of laws prohibiting theft, burglary, robbery, rape, arson and murder is
never argued. But laws which regulate traffic, and prohibit gambling and prostitution
are always being argued, Strict enforcement of laws, the wisdom of which is subject
to arqument, cannot gencrally be enforced to the letter.

| have changed policlies so often that | sometlmes think that, like Witter Bynner,
'"My single constancy is love of life."

Chief Richardson's entire training and experience took place ina grocery store. He

had ended much correspondence with: ''Prices subject to change without rotice."
Carrying this practice over into police administration, his orders all ended ''Subject
to change without notice.'" And he thought it rude of me when i read the first one

and laughed!
LEADERSHIP

The hardest master of men is not the one followed through fear; he is the one who is
followed because the men would be ashamed to do otherwise,

A Chief owes his men loyalty; he gets theirs only when he earns and deserves it.
Elaborate checking systems and time clocks to punch are indicative of wecak leadership.

An officer may refer to '"My Chief;" the Chief should not refer to "'"my man''y He belongs
to the Patrolman; the Patrolman does not belong to him, There is an exception: The
Chict may say ''"my man'' when the man is in trouble and the Chief is standing shoulder
to shoulder fighting with and for him. '

Don't use the word '"fellow' or ''fellows' with reference to subordinates. Fellow means
equail in rank. Use of the term does not improve a Patrolman's status; it merely
lowers yours,

The Chief must not take credit to himself for catching the annoying residence burgtar
when the catch was made because of information from Officer Jones' stool pigeon. He

must not forget that reduction in traffic deaths came about through Sergeant Lukins'

innovations, and claim credit for himself, |f he's a '"glory grabber" there may soon

be no glory to grab!

When asking unusual service from a man, do not remind him of what you've done for him.
Speak of what he has done for you.

People tend to act or react the way you expect, By the tone of your voice, anticipate
fnsubordination and your order may be disobeyed. ‘

"Sympathy'' means '"feeling corresponding to what another feels." [If the Chief finds
it difficult to understand why a Patrolman'’s work is deteriorating, hdd better gect
out on the street!

The personality as well as the fingerprint is unique. Find a recorded print to match
the latent: Find an assignment to fit the man,

A common quality of all good captains is that they love nothing better than to fight
for their men.
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As Chief, don't speak of '"my man'' unless you are in the process of getting him out
of trounle. Of course, in affection, he may speak of ''My Chief'' - if you deserve it,

When something goes wrong the imitation Chief suspends or fires somz officer,

it is far more important that an officer's good work be recognized and appreciated
than it is that his errors and misdeeds be noted.

Leadership, not fear of punishment, will make men face death in performance of duty.

Each officer must be treated as an Important individual and as a component part of
the force - as if it would be less nearly perfect without him,

If you deserve to be called ""A good Chief'" your department will run for brief periods
better In your absence than in your presence.

When you flnd it necessary to speak with some officer in confidence, avoid calling
him aside in the squad room. It is human to suspect that the conyersation involves
otters present. Rather, tell him to drop into your office or drive you somewhere in
a ceal

An officer's exceptional work must always be noted and recorded. It's too easy to
forget outstanding performances when the ''slip" [s made.

In general, commendatlons should be in writing; reprimands should be oral, and given
in privacy.

A policeman wants security, yes. But even more he wants to be noticed and to be
praised.

Each officer is to himself the most important person in the world. Disregard him
or treat his ""idol" with contempt, and he'll hate your guts.

Anyone would rather be punished than ignored. The cop who disobeys orders may'be
doing so only to get your attention,

Officers do not pérform irksome, difficult or even dangerous jobs with enthusiasm
from patriotic motives., They may do so out of regard for the Chief, and for their
feelings of self-respect, if the Chief respects them.

Unless an officer has confidence enough in himself and in the Chlef to dlsobey an
order when the exigency requires it, there is something wrong with the administration.
Officers want to please the ChIeT provided that in doing so they can maintain their
integrity. |

There is no place for the discipline of close order drill in law enfortement "Theirs
not to reason why, theirs but to do or die,' is a workable tenet only ‘'when the leader
is perfect or when he is protected in his. errors by the military hierarchy. Policemen
are not serfs, but leaders. They must be discriminating. They must know the reason wh

The milltary caste system has no place in a police department. Patrolmen must not be
regarded and treated as are enlisted men in the Army, but as junior equals.

Demand for absolute obedience is fatal to initiative.
If you would have an organization in which men are suspicious of each other, just

require them to report on the misdeeds of their equals in rank. There are men who
would serve on no force when the price is that of being a tale-bearer or a stoolie.
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When you overhear a man say that his is a tough outfit to work for and hls Chief is
a sonofabitch -- that is evidence of esprit de corps.

ORGANIZATION

Organization charts should be written in pencil - and with pencil and eraser attached
by a string.

In an ideal organization each man can perform the duties of some particular position
better than anyone else. He can also perform almost any assignment at least passably
well,

It is practically impossible for one man to change the personality of enother. How-
ever, it is possible, and easy, to change an organizational chart or an assignment.

The quality of an organization is determined not by isolated acts of high courage;
no, quality is determined by how men perform dull, routine, irksome dutles.

PERSONNEL SELECTION

Standard and rigid entrance requirements would have kept Napoleon, too short, out

of the French Army; Washington, no teeth, out of the Revolutionary Army; Homer Lee

a hunchback, out of the Chinese Revolutionary Army; and, of course, Grant, a drunka®d
out of the Union Army, S

Distrust arbitrary standards which an applicant for employment must meet. The genius
or the world's champion fits ro pattern.

Perfect men don't belong on a police department; their place is in the church. Those
who are tarnished can be polished to shine brightly as pollicemen. .

Don't look for perfect recruits. -Be satisfied with the best who are available.
Experience fitting a man for police work may include: Enlistment in the Armed Servic
lumberjack, cow puncher or seaman. There is seldom time enough to teach the man who
has led a sheltered life how to get along with people.

If you are looking for men who are outstanding, search qut the non-conformist.

'n a policeman, a sense of humor is worth at least as much as any other two qualities

It is good that a policeman be articulate. For every time he uses his club once, he
will use 1,000,000 words in keeping the peace and preventing crime.

A good policeman must have some of the qualities of a leader. Alone on his beat he i
“The Law." '

In sclecting new men, remember that a good policeman's qualities and the nature of
his work are diversified.

Every group of men, selected at random, will average to be similar.

Trained men are fine, if they're trained properly., Some training and experience,
however, may have produced a man who will not fit in your department.

When an outsider is brought in to be Chief, somecone implies: !"The men on this force
are incompetent and dumb. No one is fit to lead."
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VICE
Vice laws enforcement may become your hecadache. Actually the citizens arc more
concerned with liberty than with morality; they prefcr the excitement of wrongdoing
to the boredom of virtue.

Every citizen wants the laws enforced against others, never against himself,

Laws against gambling and prostitution will be obeyed only when the stock exchanges
fold, and sexual intercourse becomes unpopular,

The F. B. 1. men wouldn't be the heroecs they have become if they had to enforce vice
and traffic laws,

When the heat is put on the police to 'crack dowr'' on vice, some preacher may be
looking forward to a time when he can pay off the church mortgage with money collected
for '"taking the heat off."

Suppression of vice is war. Battles are fought either on ground chosen by the avice
tord or his agents, or on ground chosen by the police. When you, uninfluenced, choose
your enemy, time of attack and scene of action, you have the advantage.

When one whorchouse or gambling joint is attacked, the cwner starts a campaign for
action against other placecs. He nceds allies. |f the police respond by over-extending
thenselves in a general attack, they may lose the war from bringing about consolidation
of the encmies.

{f one vice joint is closed, the proprietors of like establishments may give lip-
service sympathy. Actually they're pleased: they'll get more business!

Wnen asked why a gambler can't run a crap game while the P. T. A. is raffling off an
afghan (whatever that is), either one of two answers will suffice: !'Bccause | say so,"
or '‘Nonec of your Goddamn business."

Conviction of a pimp, madam, or gambler will be impossible if there is a weak link

in the prosecution chain. The links are 16, at least: 1 officer, 1 witness, 1 pro-
secuting attorney, 1 court and 12 jurors. One '"'link' will sympathxze with the defendant
Consequently, it is well to interject some element offensive to all 16 ""links'': Baby
shoes - starving family - juveniles present - drunks rolled -~ or V. D.

If common prostitutes are a social necessity, then they re entitled to a decent social
position,

Protection cannot, in fact, be bought if every officer on the force is actually free
to make vice arrests.

In matters involving control or suppression of vice, the Chief should bear in mind that
his every decision and act is subject to airing before the Grand Jury. *

Rememoer that every case can be referred back to the people -~ a jury, And like the
king who '"can do no wrong' the jury can do no wrong in acquitting. The law may have
becen passed in a heat of passion; the jury has had time to cool off.

Drives against vice are ordered either to '""fool someone'' or as a 'cover-up' of prevnouc
inattention and inaction.
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No law is strictly enforceable by the police, the wisdom of which is subject to argument,
Vice conditions simply do not remain static.

Some of my policies on the enforcement or regulation of vice, and its laws, were:

Don't arrest a girl if she keeps all that she earns: fur coat, diamonds, candy or

money. We're mostly concerned when she has to split it with a pimp. |f you start
arresting all of the women who do it other than for fun, you'll never come to the end

of the job,

If anyone reports being rolled in a whore house, that is the absolute last day it
will operate.

Each girl can pick her own doctor, but she can't shop round for a negative Wasserman
or smcar test. One girl, one doctor. No change unless thc doctor dies or retires.

THE POLICEMAN'S BILL OF RIGHTS

Each officer shall be secure in his job as long as his work averages to be satisfactory.

Ar officer guilty of an isolated breach of orders, or for a single instance of bad )
judgment, will not be punished until his entire record is taken into consideration.

No officer will be punished when his superior is angry; he may demand a delay until
the superior has '"cooled off .,

Wnenever he is charged with misbehavior, an officer may demand confrontation with his
accuser,

Every officer has the right to be informed as to the policies and changes in policy
of his department.

MISCELLANEQUS

""The king can do no wrong.!"" And the sovereign people represented by a jury can do no
wrong, that is when it acquits. A law may have been passed in the heat of passion,

but the jury has had time to cool off,

Only time and place make any act a crime.

A policeman wants security, freedom to make necessary decisions, and recognition.

I the chief be a ''glory grabber' the.men see to it that there is no glory to grab.

There is survival of the fittest among~y§ﬁt friends as well as among your enemies.

There is survival of the fittest ambng bail bondsmen, councilmen, gamblers, madams
and Chiefs, ' .

Entering an unfamiliar establishmeni, do not ask, 'Where's the boss?" but inquire,
“Are you the boss?!! '

It is not necessary to cultivate influential men or those who may help you. Cultivate
their secrctaries. And be sure that your secretary has money to take others with a
like job out to lunch occasionally. '
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APPENDIX IV

"An Experiment in Race Relations" by Robert Powers
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11.
AN EXPERIMENT IN RACE RELATIONS
/
By Bos Powens!
l HERE was fear of a race riot in  tioned, the white boy replied: “Sure, 1

Richmond, California, during the late
summer of 1945. Ever since the Detroit
viots of _1945,” when .35 persons were
killed and property damage amounted
10 more than $2,000,000, there had been
arowing concern on the West coast that
racial tension would explode into a riot.

In Richmond altercations between
negroes and whites were on the in-
¢rease. Fantastic rumors were to be
heard in every barber shop, at every
lodge meeting, and on many street cor-
ners. Alertness of the police amounted
tv tension.

One incident took place in a ship-
vard: A fight started between a white
man and another worker who was ne-
aro, the. latter having inadvertently
kicked over a lunch pail. While only the
two ecxchanged blows, many others
came close to conflict. An alert officer
roticed that during and immediately
after the fight negroes and whites were
gathering in scparate groups, and that
cach man, as if by accident, had in his
hand a wrench, a hammer, or a heavy
drill. Guards were immediately sum-
moned, ard their timely arrival served
to break the tension.

Another apparently trivial but sig-
nificant incident was reported. Officer
Oivera while patrolling came upon a
negro and a white boy fighting. Ques-

Bob Powers is a free lance writer who is re-
tred as Comdinator of Law Enfercement Agen-
cies for the State of California. He also has served
as Chief Law Enloreement Officer for the Calie
forma State War Council and was a police chief
for ten vears prior to that. He has wrilten nar-
ratives for race volations documentary films and
was co-author of A G uuk to Ruce I\clu!lms fm
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started it. He's got no business walking
on this street. It's just for white peco-
ple."

The boy’s father came out of a near-
by house. “I saw the fight from my
window ; and my kid was doin’ all right,
teo! He'll teach that other kid his
place.”

Incidents of this kind, coupled with
fast-spreading rumors, could not but
disturb the city officials. Richmond,
which had expanded to a city of 120,000
p,g_gglatlon during the war, found itself
facing dangcer—almost onc-tenth of its
citizens werce negroes. And now, with
the war ended cut- back% in production,
ldy offs ia4ne" shipyards, uncertainty as
1o the future, and all the problems of
readjustment facing the pcople of this
cemmunity—trouble was brewing.

After many sleepless nights, the city
manager decided to call for help from
the American Council on Race Rela-
tions ana the State Department of Jus-
tice. I was assigned by the Attorney
General to work with Davis McEntire
of the American Council and see what
could be done.

McEntire and I met, for the first
time, to discuss the problem and plan
a course of action. We knew that a
police department tends to reflect the
prejudices of a community, that preju-
diced officers do not inspire confidence:
in any group of the citizenry, and that
pcoplc arc more tiable to riot when they
hold their enforcement officers m con-
tempt. Conscquently we decided to give
the police some training in hwuan re-
lations S0 7 a better
job, = ars,-scolch rumors, alford
all cfﬁ?ﬁﬁ?'a‘x,/;:ztm sense of security,
and enhance their own pre stige. As
rothing like this“had been attempted
kcfore in California, hardly in the Unit-
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@ States, we were free of any restric-
v.on by precedent,

One.question which had to be answer-
«d was this: “How can good practical
wethods of handling minority group
~embers be taught?” And the answer,
oi course, was that they can’t be taught
as skills or methods or techniques.

1t proved fortunate that our final de-
~sion was to concentrate on eliminat-
g prejudice and giving the officers a
i ctter understanding of the effects the
«vironment of segregation and dis-
crimination has on citizens in a democ-
1acy.

Eliminating prejudice and influencing
.ocial attitudes in the short time we
had to devote to this project appeared
1, be a gigantic undertaking—almost
impossible. We decided that more help
was needed. After making—four™ tele-
Thone cafts we had promises of that
help from Walter Gordon, a negro who
.5 Chairman of the California Adult Au-
thority of the Department of Correc-
tions: Joseph James, another negro
who was President of the San Francis-
co chapter of the National Association
fur the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple; Joe _Grant Masaoka of the Japa-
nese American Citizens' Léague; and
Ken Kato, a Nisei soldier just back
T om the Pacific. They were enthusias-
tic about helping.

Two weeks later, on a Monday morn-
g, fourteen officers of the Richmond
Police Department were assembled for
+ conference that was_to last a week.
Frankly they were skeptical that ahy-
thing of value could come out of the
course, yet it must be said to their
credit that they were willing to “‘try
anvthing once.” On one point everyone
was in agreement: something had to
be done without delay.

McEntire was an cconomist who had
for a number of years been devoting
his full time to work in the field of race
redations. His background made him an
outsider to the police—a ‘‘do-gooder'
or ‘“social worker’ they would have
stercotyped him. 1lowever, 1 had had
more than twenty yecars of experience
in law enforcement and was known, at
least by reputation, to all of the men
present. They were willing to accept

116

709

me, but with some reservations because
of the company I was keeping.

McEntire opened the discussion by
reviewing the problem nationally and
lecally. He had hardly finished his sum-
mation when one inspector spoke up:
“T don't think there'd be any problem,”
Le said belligerently, i‘if,__thoaymople
would-keep-their place!™ -

It was a fortunate remark reflecting
the attitude of the officers and many
members of the white community. An-
other officer turned to the inspector,
“You say they should keep their place;
but what is their place?”

The question was unanswerable, but
it served to bring to the surface all of
the prejudices, doubts, fears, and ques-
tions of those present. When the class
adjourned for the day it was difficult
to clear the room. No one had finished
talking. All through that first meeting
derogatory terms and epithets had been
bandied about quite freely; and it ap-
peared that our pupils thought they
had gained an upper hand over their
instructors.

Next day came the surprise. When
the officers had been scated around the
conference table, McEntire contered
with Joseph James, introduced him and
gave him a seat among the officers.
On the following days there were other
participants in the discussion, Walter
Gordon, Joe Grant Masaoka, and Ken
Kato. They answered many questions,
making it clear that in so far as they
ard the people they represented were
concerned, no public officer could ad-
vocate segregation or countenance dis-
crimination and retain their respect or
remain constant to his oath to ‘“‘uphold
the Constitution of the United States.’

If nothing else had been ac-
complished,.affording thesc_policemen
the opportunity to Bécome friends with
reading negroes and Japanesc-Ameri-

“rans-would have justtfied the whole

undertaking. In miniature we had be-
gun to solve the problem which is
national and world-wide.  Through
bringing strangers together, we were
breaking down ‘the barriers of mis-
u:ﬁerstﬁﬁM*ﬁis‘tﬁthﬁich
separate people into potentially war-
rimg——grotups. Stagnant ponds  of
prejudice were beginning {o evaporate
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and the poisonous vapors to dispel.

Segregation came in for much dis-
cussion, and there developed an under-
standing of its effects on the Negro, the
Jew, or anvone else who is so confined.
Once  of the consultants explained:
“Aside from the natural desire for
decent homes, resiricting a negro to
some particular area is making him
want to escape. And even when gocd
lousing is available, surrounding ter-
ritory which cannot be entered because
ol restrictive covenants is a copstant
source of irritation. Segregation is a
form of imprisonment, and sinece it is
directly contrary {o the prineiples of
democracy  and  Christianity, it s
fundamentally cruel and unjust.”

Another consultant told the police of-
ficers: "“When you, a white man, go
into a restaurant only to find that the
service is slow, the food is poor, and
the prices are high, yvou cuss the serv-
ice, the food, the prices, the manage-
ment, or even the ration boards. But
vou do not identify these unsatisfactory
conditions with the [act that you have
skin of a particular color: therc is no
personal affront. Yet when 1. as a neg-
ro, go mto a restaurant I am inclined
to feel that the slow service means
—'Why did vou come here in the first
place?”’ The poor food—'You know we
don’t want you here' And the high
prices "Maybe vou will stay out next
time™.”’

During the course of the conferences,
the President of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored
People chapter spent two hours sitting
down at a table discussing the prob-
tems of race reclations with police in-
spectors, sergeants and patrolmen. He
teld of his own experiences and those
of his friends; and he spoke of what
the Negro eventually hopes to get [rom
and coniribute life in America.
He told of an American bhoy who,
having spent ycars in study and ‘fﬁf‘epa-
ration to {it himself for a job. finds
the doors of employment locked against
hint Dy Dbigotry —this because he hap-
pens to be one-sixteenth Negro. He dis-
cussed” the irresponsibte, rabble-rous-

.
{0

ing leaders among negroes who profit
from stirrine up hatred. He told the
police officers that he, as a negro,
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believed that they were domng him a
service when they suppress the negro
hoodlum. the rowdy, and the thug. He
went on to tell them how concerned
farsighted negroes arc over any bad
conduct by others. Within a half-hour
questions were coming too fast for him
to answer. He was no longer the rep-
resentative of a minority group; he was
a confrere—with  special knowledge.
ves: but with spectal interest, no. All
differences had disappcared in the
search for and contribution to better
vnderstanding.

The California Adult Authority fixes
prison terms and serves as a parole
board. Its Chairman, a lawyer and for-
mer police aofficer, was present during
two of the sessions. He told of the
problems faced by a negro peace of-
ficerz not only those cencountered in
dealfhg with the public, but also those

_-"()f» relationship with white members of
a force. And he convinced some of
the group that a negro can serve in
law enforcement performing. general
duties—in contact with all kinds of
people—that he need not be confined
to the ghetto.

During one of the conferences a re-
gional representative of the Japanesc-
American Citizens' L.eague and a young
Japanese-American who, as a stafl
sergeant in the United States Army,
had served with the Marines from Gu-
adalcanal to Leyte, told of tragie.¢x-
seriences of their people uprooted from
JﬂTe?e?f‘mrast during the war and con-
fined in concentration camps. Toe
yeung soldier related his story of serv-
ice with the Marines, of the proteetion
thrown around him to prevent his being
shot through mistake; of the extreme
consideration with which He was
treated by his fetlow fighting men; and
of an experience which was significant
because it was the only unpleasant one
he encountered in more than two years
of service. Even that consisted merely
in one marine's referring to him as a
“Jap.”

No lectures, no prepared speceches
were given. There were interruptions.,
questions, contrary stands taken on is-
cves, Control was mervely direction of
conversation toward knowledec, sym-
pathy, and solution of the problems of
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J;1panc.\'c-Am0ri(rans, Mexicans, Ne-
aroes—and policemen,

In no instance, during the series of
conferences was any peace officer told
now he should handle a case, or how
ne should conduet himself; but each
was very definitely given the opportu-
nity to understand the effect of his ac-
tions, good or bad, on the people with
whom he was dealing, on his depart-
ment, and on himself as an individual.

There were ten hours spent by four-
tren police officers, a race relations
expert, and various of the consultants,
<itting around a table engaged in the
common purpose of trying to gain a
l.etter understanding of their fellow-
men.

And it is significant that whereas on
the first day derogatory and contemp-
tuous terms werce cu_relossl’f"and fre-
quently used, on the last day of the
discussions. anything other than ‘‘col-
med man” or Negro” or ‘“‘Japanese-
American” caused” group._diseomfort,

the raising 6T ¢éyebrows By those
present.
Shortly after these original confer-

ences were completed the entire police
foree was ordered into a meeting, A
panel of officers and consultants told
those assembled  what had  been
lrarned. Questions were asked from the
audience. They were answered with au-
thority.

A test of the effectiveness of this ex-
periment came carly in October. The
incident occurred which might have
precipitated a riot. Trouble developed
between negro and white children in
the schools; there were fights; rumors
spread like a grass-fire on a windy
day: the white pupils went on strike
demanding segregation. *

But a small group of informed and
assured policomen quickly averted the
danger. They met with both negro and
white groups; they insisted that the
school authorities take a firm stand:
they worked with radio stations and
ncwspapers to dispel rumors; and they
pave assurance of proteetion and fair
treatment to the negroes in the com-
munity. Within a week all was quiet,
the children back in school, the tension
broken
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McEntire and 1 had separated, con-
stdering our job done. He went bacek
to his work and 1 to mine. We didn't
realize that we had set in motion forces
that were greater than either of us.

Inquiries started coming in regarding
our experiment. We found it necessary
to write a booklet, A Guide To Race
Relations for Police Officers.” Tt was
published by the State of California and
re-printed by the American Council on
Race Relations. More than 15,000 copices
went to police chicefs and other enforce-
ment ofticers throughout the United
States. The story was told in newspa-
pers all over the country. The New Yorl:
Times devoted two columns to it Elea-
nor Roosevelt told of the expermment n
her column, My Day.”" The Saturdar,
Evening Post published an account i
its issue of December 280 19160 The
State Department, cariv e 170 de-
cided to tell the story i doeumentary
film to the people of other countries
the seript has been written.

The Rosenwald Fund and the Colnm
bia Foundation are jomntly explorimg the
possibility of using tratning filmes based
on the Richmond Expcerniment to teach
law enforcement officers something of
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the cvils of segregation and the nature
of prejudice.  Five-thousand dollars
bave been made available for research
and the writing of scripts.

This is not an account of how the
problems arising from racial tension
were solved. It is the story of the in-
strumentality of two men who, fum-
bling and groping in an effort to im-
piove the way men live together, at-
tained results far beyond their expee-
tations. The publieity and the cffects
of our effort were gratifying. However,
my greatest satisfaction came from a
letter written by one of the officers who

had participated in the conferences. He

wrote:
“Being a policeman T naturally
come into contact with the eriminal
clement and I bad been judging all
negroes accordingly. After attend-
ing the classes on race relations 1
understand things a lot better. 1
know that these classes were a real
step in the right direction. If it were
only possible to teach every person
what I know now, it would he a
great thing for mankind. You can
depend on me to do whatever I can
to help you attain your goal.”
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APPENDIX V

Clippings Regarding Assembly Committee Inquiry into Oakland
Police Department, December 29, 1949 to January 7, 1950
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San Francisco Chronicle, Wednesday, January 4, 1950

|IOAKLLAND POLICE BRUTALITY INQUIRY
TO START TODAY.-

h ! 421 wi wlu ap-
An Assembly committee will be-(tion. He accuses s policeman ofy Amox;gfu;: Wl&‘“::ﬂ:”;fme e
gin an investigation into charges hitting him in the face with the l;;:;'ter Ggrdon torne® and mem-
of Oakland police brutality today{neck of e wine bottle. ] ¢ the Aduit Authority, Dr.
at the Alameda County Court] Police inveszig&t:rs nh“id"'ioottrgl’f ﬁ;w&me‘sﬁmg of the Odkiand
Housé. Ortega was no with -84 - : i
?ll'lrfe committee, headed by Ver-|They say an: officer ~did, hit him School ;ystte;r;; ?:dsogzl I:;‘l’;:rz“zt
non Kilpatrick of Los Angeles, isiwith his hand.when Ne became ﬁ]n:lré;“:gr;ty e NTechla
undertaking the inquiry after many|abusive. : Manager,
Oskland residents complained thati Ortega was treated at & hospital _The Oakland City Manager,

¥ =K L8 ~~Mayor, Chief of Police and members

gx?ilrl:;n::: lﬁag;u msngnﬁgeym;oﬁi;} igr j:ﬂcut gahas ki obe janc .retume4 of the force, me’mbers of ?tle noxv‘v; .

The committee will have a long{ His companion, Joe Rodrigues, 17, ‘é‘;i‘;:c%mx"y:;; mi‘;nng::s e:t -
file of cases to work on, including| has been subpoenaed by thé Assem- Newro community also will appeat.
‘the fatal shooting of Andrew Leeibly comn}i:te;; Sot;gselnssg:;zz; Algt . St | magt, he
“Hines, & Negro, by an officer last|Simpson o e police. -
A Ap’;]_ei s Neg y sued & permit for Robert, P, Powers, |§i:1;lng at 10 a. m. today for three
“Latest case is that of Johnnie committee investizator; - to visit ys. .
.Ortega, held in jaii for investiga-)Ortega but later withdrew it.
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San Francisco Chronicle
Thursday, December 29,

Chatgu of racial discriminas
rtnsn, ,m&espread dxsregﬁ’d of
€ivil: rights - dnd .other’ abuses
of wuthority by Qakland’s' po-
lice degarfnient will ‘bz aired
before . epecml legislatxve
oommimenext week, « .-
""The Assembly- Interimtcommiﬁiee
on Crime and: Correction will' ta.ke
testintony In & serles of:three hear-]
ings - to:'be held: in. tHe Alameda
Gouaty«» c&nﬂzouse* -1y Qakland
next Wednesday, 'muxsuratﬂfrﬂ‘
day. The hearings ‘will be open- for
the ffrst. time since the.acbpe ‘of. the
?f“’”‘t a&f’x@n‘”ﬁf e LA
S o .
: "‘_'aﬁz tbe Wﬁon

’&Y&m‘ irtpioeg o
gyident in
the: bppmﬁons ot m /i’oliéc I)eJ
partmeﬂt.” X .
* Foriove than a: monlh, At Mmé
ktiown; the committee’s - investigator,
Robert P. Powers, former. pondecnw
of ‘Bakersfield: and- former:co-ordis
nator ‘of lé;hen!orcemeht. agencies
for bhe Stabe, has been quietly look-
ing mto the" charges. aﬂsxnst tne de-
purtmm .

& rgsiilt of hig f.ndmgs t.scorq
ot w{tmses will be. subpoenasd;in-
cludihg ‘police oificials, spublic. amce
nolders, and asserted: victims of .po-
lice dbuse, d&scrinunation az&d »bru-
talitv. . .

[ .Alst called to testify wﬂl be mem-
bers gf the CitRens’ Committes. for
Civic Uiiity, which Jooked into:simi«
Iar chafges early this-year add 4iths
mitbed2 detalled report. to the Opk:
lsnd City. Council onr June 30,% The
report, based on four months of in-
vestigation; was pigeonholed by the
City Council ‘without action. . - .;
| sMany ol fe intidents and mo~
tests compiléé by the committee
were ‘utilized ‘by Powers in hfs in-
tigation, Among” these Was thes
fatal shooting of Andréw Lee Hiries,
a; Negro, hy Patrolman Spencer
‘Amundsen last April, The commit-
tee called the shooting “premature”
and asserted the officer used *poot
fudgment” in opening fire on an
unarmed man,

Besides the chairman, members of
the interim committee are Montivel

1949

'A. Burke, vice-chairman; Kathryn
T. Niehouse, secretary; Harlan Ha-
igen and Charles W, Meyers.

122

San Francisco Chronicle
Saturday, December 31, 1949

,,,,, ,.,\,

Report Claims
.‘ kland Cops
-BeaﬂL Negro

‘ﬁ\q ase of a Negro, allegedly
%emn and insalted by an Oskland.

oliceman. bébatise of his race, was|

disclosed yesterday In a report of
the, Oaklarid Committee for Oiv1c4
Unity. "
.»m,;epor‘l issyed last June, was
fzebnholed, ‘by the Oakland- City
Cotriéil, - The “charges.it. contains
fwillbe- med before the Assembly
Thtetim<Commiittee on -Crime and
Correction,” in  Oakland ' next
‘'Wednesday..

The . beaten ‘Negro is George B.
McDaniel, 39, of 2047 Peralta street,
Oakiand, .-

GUN STOLEN

-On Méev 10, a man named “Wil-
son” rohbed McDanlel’s home of &
gum.and $54 in cash, according to
the report after the robbery, Mc-
Dantel went to the Police Station
and..-identified the gun. There
“Wilson” aocused him of complicity,
which McDanlel dented,

Inspecﬁor .Charles Wood, stated
the report, “then toid McDaniel be
was lying and used abusive la.n-
guage derogating his race.” |

« “He Jbeat McDanilel about the
bee, kicked him in the shins,
ponched him. in the stomach, and
hit him over the ‘shoulders with a
¢lub,” sald the report.

Investigation later proved Mc-
Daniel had nothing to do with the
mhhety and he was released. !
. Inspector Wood ed the beat-
1ng, as did other officers. However,
McDaniel's employer saw him imme-!
diately afterward and noted that his
face was puffed up and there were
bruise marks on his left leg. Chief.
of Police Lester J. Divine also ad-
mitted seeing the marks, .
HINES CASE

After:recounting the case of an-
other Negro, Andrew Lee Hines, shot,
by a patrolman last April “where
evidence of specific racial discrimi-'
nation is Jacking,” the report recom-|
mends efforts to improve nnder-l
standing’ between police and minor-
ity groups. -

+ ‘Policemen specifically should be
forbidden to use “violence, abusive
lafiguage, and other indications of
improper. respect, regardliess of race,
¢olor, creed, and social or economic
status, :
4 “'I‘hey should be given a course in
gronp relations and taught how to!
work with minorities by campetent'
tewchers.

“Prejudice against the Polige De-
partment or prejudice by indlvidual
policemen against minority groups
dhways results'from. fear, insecurity,
or jgnoranée,” the report conciudes.
It:is signed by Howard H. Desky,
chairman, and 12 members of the

4
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hppear at the committee’s hearing heré- Wednesday T gt L i

When Police Inspectdr Arthur Simpson . refused “to’ ;":ﬂ?ow, koberf P. Pow '»;G;‘S;ﬂ
Xchief, MVestigator for .the. m:

%o;tnmittee,(to Ainterview, Jo (%

rtegs, prorihent: youné prof

t slorial fighter, ed
in the fas

commez:cml ptehs,

sliénde by -the
o1 - “the Mihok mvestightion i
ﬁo*he& Mkhty and a.ntl-minbrﬁy

er, d Maxor Chﬂota ‘l.
msbeu, who have been xox-deved

Yies of complaints mvtitviug ' ffeor«on‘s BOUGH ' -
‘Oa.ldand ‘department. | i 1#  Whereupon, says Attorney
6R’i‘EGA RELD ¥ ¥ Robert® Treuhaft, who is repre-
p % genting - Ortega, Officer Stanley

Ottega,  who lives at /2658, gpcqiith hauled off with the
'M,’os-ley B85 Alameda, was still, h\‘ wine bottle, which he was carry-

jait toflay pénding “investigation in “ »

T g as evidence and smaghed
% fhef; (déspite the fdot the' oriopn in the face — cutting him
Wwonan froi whom the pelice say . g, severely he subsequently had
Ilé""t@dk ‘D. wine bottle refused to be treated at nghl&nd Hos-=
1y Oﬂ NeW Yeﬂ.t’ﬂ EVQ tOv pit&l
¥ Rodriguez was released after
"‘-“‘i the “woman réfused flatly to
+imake any cemplaint, saying the
g, | Whole scuifle was in.fun and in
dkeeping with New Year's revelry.
The Civil Rights Congress, which
is representing the two youths,
{was contacted by Rodriguez' sis-
ter, Ruth.
e&% Meanwhile, Hursel Alexsnder,

director of the East Bay Civil

‘ {p&ﬁ.u}e en Rights Congress, whose original
't}ne ,scb:ﬁe hid earted evoryone|Protests reslted in the probe,
‘off™te the eity jail. Wher one: oﬁ\‘&"id mpore and‘ more cases are
the pattebnen treated” Rodrwue 7coming to light as word of the
mltghly’u-%ga protested, - " investigation spreads.
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FORKahd

4 hons of muztmﬁnent of
s - by Oakland poli'ce were
‘afred: yesterday in a-hearing of
m assembly !nteM*emmittu
crime and ¢o
wﬁ‘ﬁe héarmg‘ m the's
ehaimbers of the Alarie Co
‘eoturthotise got, tn dem WRh
\sothe :fantare on’the’ Jefh
«n,,‘zx\",sxsecial edftion: of ithe Corff

it newspa.per. . ;,eople’
Woble” billing the hedring s an

exposure: of . “police brutality,”
fwas “Gistributed - all’ momtng
d"the t:outthtms@

900 PRESENT %“
> About. 200 pemons, 3 per cént
Loi: Ahem Negroes, were present

Vernon Kﬁpatrickp Los Angeles
Demacrat, openéd the session.

The thtness, C. L. Dellums,

_thead’ of the Ajé:meda branch. 'of
the: Natlonal Assotiation for the

¥|Advaneentent of Colored People,
testitied Oakland’ Negroes  gen-
erally | regaﬁi ‘policemen as' ene-
mies.” He«blamed the’ pohce for

this. | \
eV, J ohn’ Dﬂhngham

- Bt tﬁ

Negro pa
sion - was ﬂbcltning in the Negro
section.

R. H,’ Desky Oakland attorney.
who s served as. chalrman of “the;

whenpthe commattee chalrman, !

r; testified that ten- [
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a0 S G

Tiayor's ‘ évie’ anity committee]
mt year,: sai&,m( grotp:: -had nm
cavered much hearsay but little
;actua). eviglenee of police ‘abuses.

.« “No State legishfxlon.'i‘s
needed,” he . sgid. “The city.
council and the Oakland Police
Department can correct amy
existing evils. What we need is.
training and education.” :

His contention was suppox’ted
by. the next witness, Walter Gor-.
don, Negro attorney and:chair-
man of the State adult authority..

Oakland Police Chief-Lester J.!
Dlvin said he | contx uau

& 3 n vl ,é.f

femptmg to 1mprove rela.tions be-«
tween\oftiéexjs ‘and- m,i’ﬁc!‘u:y(
groups. ' He ‘said t‘uatlou?
needed ° umprovément, rbut gwas
“far from out of confrelL” .. '
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Oakland MOreﬁ_ A ‘-b
Police lnqun‘y T %

Wl‘messes Charge ',
‘Brutality, Racial
|scr|mmahdn

By 'ROBERT de ROOS.

. Otkland’s. - Negroes - nregu'
[Oakland’ policerhen ‘as “ima
enei'mns& and, live: inyfear o

.',!

K

s 'u-yec.r-olm’!iégn ',m:held h&’
o+ 1 policemen:anid; eled by
}@ction, hedald: 7 ",
/4T have had*

the” “la’wressmsﬁ of the']
ey
tofd: yesterday.v i
' The committee, hea.de&bg"@‘ any’
Kilpatrick of Los Angemh invasth

gating . charges the Oskland '}
d!srega.rd civil, r}ghts a.nd dﬁcﬂhﬂ, mme@
inafe Bgainst Negroes. . - 1—A

| Police Chief Lester J. Devine, how-| men thiat otk o
ever, declared the sccusations: Were, with mmoﬂtﬁm £

isomewhat exaggerated. e et
\ “Conditions are nowhere near out ‘sttion Wé‘;o{ﬂw
of control” he said, “but we: can| ‘treat minoritied: i

stand tmprovement.” :

He said that' When he bocame:
chief last May he issued immediate
orders that police should no'lobger
refer to Negroes as - “knothads"
and “Jigs.” - )

NO SPECIAL mmnm'r e

He aiso ordered captains to bej su
careful in ‘the selection of men. who!
came in contact with: mmonty *
STOUPS. 5|

“Mhority groups should nota e+
pect any special treatment;™he.gaid,
“The emphasis in the police depart:
ment is on developing a pfogram of
human reiations to deal with all the
people and increase undeizhapdihs” 8
. G L. Dellums, chalrmat "

Alameda county chapter of; “Na~ sald.
tional Association for the:Advahee-d
ment of Colored People was th&iirst PR
witness, . !

“Over the years,” he saich “"wéL>
have hgd any namber of compléints
of what we refer to as palice brutal-|
it;. We have submitted” them to "
the chiefs of police but. wé ean not| =
fnd out if anything is ever domel’:
about them.” b

Be mentioned one cese in which &| ¥

Continued on Page 16, Col. 1.}

G ficult -one,’ hoﬁmie

A 3

of diselpline 13 to Suspend an offi-
 cer for pné &ay.

Chiet ' Dévins bbuid * 1
suspension;

| cearpemmen W&#*ﬁ?#, ;ffme oS ﬁu&ﬁonmm e

‘6?:3‘1. h_;ve.to sy yos Yo
Complaints o the chmzbrauzhf.

, . The mAttar, ogfasclpunu 5 dif-
L ~Chiet Dev!net:h&d- his’ onl& power

o ‘can recommend.
n byt setion mmi

of eny: o!neer rot nﬁiﬁb

m;ﬂp& s time in the

however, tht,t

.L‘ \b\

that qb
& 5al “But.)yoh mmust. re- ¥ cakkhing m Pares
mum%dimm : Mﬁkéwgmmww%u

s prom!s"u been
&mmmdma oy e
‘mouﬁc‘dmrd to 8 mw

& ithY€e-dey.
“ﬁ?»’?mam cmu,.ft'm. afrald’ X
| wouldn’t hiave ‘time’ t6.#o yiis W

» WV%M* .'{"\"-; .
o] INVESTIGATION:
w3 { gy

“f hookin
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ot s e v’ A5
-Qakland? Police “Chlef Lester

Divinetoday got. a.chance for his
lofficers -to. answer charges of un-|
fai¢. treatment ‘toward minority
groups - when. 2. member of the
State  Assembly-, Committee "on
Cime and Corrections asked "o,
hear both sides.. . 4
Chief Divine was ‘grantéd per-
mission 16, bring in Several officers
to testify.in the public hearing on
Qakland. police procedure in 'its
third day at the Alameda County,
Courthouse, "= © ¢,

sfssemblyman Harlén = Hagen
{Democraty of Hanford, a member

of the committee; asked Chairman
Verne . Kupatriek (Democrat), of
Lés Angeles: -* ' oL | .
Y5 %When. evidence §s put in this .
. hearing from: pue ide and not
‘rom’ the ‘Sther ure we entitled
‘10 assYme .thdi.‘;avidencecwe ‘hear
ydwtrae?. . oo ony 5. a g
AL HN ot “nkeessanily,” . Kilpatrick
‘answered,- “thére ‘mday be legal
_questions involyed as:a reason |
I for not summonibg witnessés for. |
| the.other side.', .~ ' - i
b “But, if wituesses volunteered |
I to testify . & .. Hagen suggested
as Kilpatrick answered quickly:
. “IPe've received ‘o such.re- |
guest.? 7 10 Sl g FUs1a
#-Chief Divine,- Who ‘had been
fistening to testimony, much of it.
trom witnesses uniriendly to his
department, arose 1o his feet and;
!
|
2

MﬁKES-.RE'QUZBS' ST 1 -
5, 4Pl 'make such/a régquest now.
b 1°d ‘like to brihg séveral officers-
-Jiere to' testify/ T 9t :
‘K ilpatrick replieds” ' {
ot “Al pight Butyou understand |
iF officers “testify. ¥oluntarily -
i thoy will watve criinthal respon-
gibility, o BT

"4 “Theyll ‘be glad to testify—
Jeesponsibility, or'no’ responsi- .
,},}ilitﬁmmmé'r’egl}é@:’- A
& Kiipatrick's -answer, ““all right,
bring forth four officer,” caused|
City-attorney; Jotm ‘W Coliler to:
sptingito hig:feet andfagk:
tpstAm 1 te understand . this is
“#o be’ limited to oud offfcer?’
% Kllpatrick gaid . “no” and in-
structed ‘ Divine; to- ¢all “in his
iofficers right awey. "/ g
i~ Yesterday's hearing was market
by the paradox of -the copmittee
pntering 2 defense.of eivil rights
in the record and then refusing to
rallow -theCity:of OaKland to take
'a_ shorthand trapscript of festh
imdony: G et ' i
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£3 ;z:meai;en&_z: ) terday.
} 52 ;g{ﬁq;‘f,}{i}patﬁck‘f_}ﬁade *a" brief
iaddpess on civil fiberties which he
1 ‘concluded with the remark: .
§ " “This committee knows there
el ¢ are many who pay lip service
2 . the ‘Bill of Rights while actu-
" ally seeking to trample the Bill |
& or mights” - !
! .SQRMIQSIOZ.’ "DENIED -
/< 'his- remark came soon after
e {reporiers attending the hearing
Ilezrned that the City -of Oakland
"had_ heen denied permission to
4 ihave & shorthand reporter pres-|
§ lent at the public hearing t0 take!
X S transcript of -the testimony. .
4 E"CRY; CAttorney ,Coller _disclosed

ofyesterdéy’s

gt

hat on the hearing'é opening day,
¢'had engaged Bernard O'Hara,
ot 12 court reporter in Ala
it [County superior Court, to make a
transcript  of the | proceedings.
4 |Q'Hara was dented 'permission.

e ovg dsked Assembiyman Kl )
patrick where 1 wasto st
O'Hara  related. ifp told me:
"}':-‘Ypu “aren’t going to sit any-

“We

o 3 where in here. ‘1 cannot permit

g:iﬁia’d;:g yotr to take 2 transcript. We
gt 7. will take our owni transeript’”’

th'g‘ue hm 5 i 1 O’'Hara reported pack to Collier,
is invg st At i 3 (5] | who' then.as..edAssemblyman Xil-
is investigatishy TEDS - op patrick whether the-city would be
permittted to place & court stenog-
{rapher in the hearing room. He
was told this could not .be Der
mitted. v &
18| | A\SKED FOR COPY
-Eniiier; then asked-whether the
A city could ‘have 2 copy of the
| Hramserips after ‘the hearing ‘is
Jconciuded. He “sald Kilpatrick
1]tord. him: .
s | don’t know. We'll have to
take .that.. under advisement.”.
Meanwhile, unaware of O’Hara’s
L _e;f&ex‘lenge, Oakland Police Cap-
talri-of Thspectors ‘Willlam Barkis
trolman John Arcca, @

‘

pared by 'the: LIVl JuE Ao Vtpariseript of ihe’ procéedings.
gress was Lo B 9 | Arcca reported for the assignment,
morming | ATt " Klambts, |but was informed Dy Chief Divine|

County  eoutshidse’ - whete -
.hearing % being held, The
ing wiil efnelude foday.

grmission for such @ tran-|
iready had been denied by!
I\’.ngagick.
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gan Francisco Examiner
Saturday, January 7, 1950

BT st € oty
e 3 B

HiQy |cmerossen o
R | @ertramEdises, Treuhaft’s

/| partner and:.an earlier witness

.| before the committee, identitied

TENT mmwltin*ch!ef counsel’ of the
¥ i ] |Creil Righits Congress.) . ...~
aiE e Assemblyman ‘Dickey. &« cnm-T

" | monited that he thought-this was'

"., Rt e "';E." “highly. unusual” conduet for 2
CIViJﬂnghtS Congress Named in comiittee 'mvésgggtor-t t
e T i R S o 4 oal

. akland Hearing | ‘adat o utormation for éhe pus-
L 1 S i . pones of il Investigation from
| he Civil Rights Congress, list:| ,¥he Civil Rihis Congress” sald
ed by the Government as a left-i EDWe *And also. from Mt |
wing organization, was identified ﬁfﬁﬁ 1 M. "ljrpu‘ha‘u} ; '.',’;»*.“?9&'
yesterday as ohe of thé chiefil g i P | A

sourées of.in{gitx'tnmiiaf‘on for th N;(:‘:HTS ON. e
assembly committtee Investigating " \In.a nightsession, eight police
alleged . Negro. mistreatment in, me;;‘.gnd-qhé.j oman w_itrie,s,s;;#
Oakland. r ..4'pea:e_ql-<ybeYore e .comwhittee; to
~ This disclosure came as a storm refute charges of brutality and
broke about the head of Robert| prejiidice -brought in three sepe:
Powers, chief investigator for theil rate teses involving Negroes. ..
interim committee on -crime andi ‘Lieutenant Hubert Murray;
corregtions. 2 . lwho conducted an official Investl:
. The committee, headed by Ver-§ gation into the alleged beating
non Kilpatrick of Los Angelesfiof George B, McDanlel by police
has been holding hearings in thellon® May 11, testified that, Mo
Alameda County Courthouse, onjiDanje! tiad been released un-
alleged police brutality. harmed. 7 ol 5

CITES ONE CASE. . | M‘imygrgis‘!ﬁgg;d tha axbagr
\Spector Edward“A; Thompsong Ve B1OUDS 10 prodded, Ale-
was festfying conecralng assert | E7ISL 1oL FESEnE, hix €ASTESS
ﬁ&%ﬁgﬁ?“«mmme ofl ~ Similar refutation was offered
‘ .Exzxioﬁé,;wi. k. s"*" @&mld} in the ‘tases of Frank -Carter,

"ﬁbv'v.)Qrtég'é’S"fa; t[ ﬁ;ﬁ \Ba been de- .Negro satlor allegedly slug_ged by
nied the right_to visit his son,| OfT1 é;’;léngoﬁeig:ggt&;?é
:ﬁggi: il Cit:;r Ja,i? Qna ?ﬂnw:atfﬁiﬁ_ ‘Seventh Street, Wwho
. Thompson offered: ﬂto" read to. ‘dakned his taYe r.n. ha.d beén
the” committee a Téport. on an (raided without justification,
interview with the &lder Ortega, - -
in the office of Poljce; Chief Les-
ter J. Divine.: Committeemen
showed no interest.' . "
. From the audience stepped
‘Assemblyman Randal F. Dickey
of -Alameda, not a member of the
committee. He demanded the re.
port be read. b Box
Thompson thén read from the
repart a Statement by Ortega
that, he had talked tp Chief In-
vestigator Powers about his son,
and’ had been told that Robert
Treuhaft, of the firm of Treuhaft,
Edises & Condon, was a good
lattorney to see.. _
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Oakland Tribune
Saturday, January 7, 1950

Investigator,
Probers in Row

Rebuttal of practically all testi-
mony as to alleged wolice brutality:
was in the record of the Assembly,
Interim Committee or Crime and:
Corrections today.

“1 have no independent recollec-
tion ‘of having' said Mr. Treuhaft

late that he is.”

It, went in before the committee’éfﬁ;“gg%,. .mon}ents later, Powers

finally wound up its three-day hear-. = 1 iike to clarit —_—_— N

A A 5 ~Add . y this situation.

ing late last night following a yp the " Coramittee would like to g0

drama-packed sesslon. into™ : of information it
A storm of protest broke around . ipt an entirely mow field

Committec Investigator Robert Pow-{ .4 1 will &-happy to ¥ into all

ers during the elosing hours. That! yiscyssions. of, policy by ‘the com-

official on two oceasions lashed: jtae ‘Tt's ulibudl to start ques-

back i mpied oess o U1l foning an mvesiestr spout i

2 . sources.’ ) ’
the rest of the time remained NO VALUE, CLALM

stonily silent and took no part as a,
1y L Kilpatrick hurriddly intetjected

score of witnesses paraded to the) l 5 At .
stand to offer refutation bf testi- that in his opinion the line of ques-

‘mony he had adduced earlier.
SEEK WHOLE PICTURE blyman snapped:

Throughout the day Assembly-. <«t's a little unusual for an in-
men Harlan Hagen, of Hanford, and vestjgator for a legislative commit-
Charles Meyers, of San Francisco, tee to recommend counsel for
members of the eommittee, had en- anyone. It's entirely out of order
deavored through questioning to and unbecoming.”
bring out a less one-sided picture When Dunn inquired how lopg
than was being presented by the Powers had known Treuhaft, the
investigator. They were aided in investigator replied: :
that effort from time to time by!

no value, and the Alameda assem-

Berkeley,
land, and Randal F.
Alameda.

At the insistence of Dickey,
was read to the committee a state-:
ment from John Ortega Sr., father things over,
of a- youth arrested New Year's
Eve, purporting to show that In-

there | both Treuhaft and Edises.”

vestigator Powers had recom-’ .
mené{ed Attorney Robert Treuhaft background prior to the start of the
to Ortega, local hearings on Wednesday.

Treuhaft is a law partner of Ber-
{ram Fdises, counsel for the East-
‘bay Chapter of the Civil Rights
Congress, which national organiza- been aceused of malpractice and
Aign has been listed as subversive,
‘of Communist dominated by the!
‘U.S. Attorney General, the House
Un-American Activities Committee
and the California Un-American
‘Activities Committee. n

STATEMENT SOUGHT

.Ortega was quoted as saying that a recess to sit through until the end
-Powers had told him that Treuhaft; when he again made an offer 1o go
‘was *“‘a pretty qice lawz{er—-—a good into dewils about his committee
lawyer,” Te said he didnt know{ work. The, offer was not accepted
who called Treuhaft into the case hy the chaifman, who held the mat-
and that he wasn’t very much in-lter was closed. g

terested in getting a lawyer if the th o .
Coreaould e eed witout el 28 oL he hearing Fowers

lawyer. 1 > "
As soon as the statement was com-! %?zuhﬁfr kel Lo 3 i

pleted, Assemblyman Vernon Kil- | . )
patrick, chairman, immediately  1he attorney himsclf had taken
turned to Powers to give him an the stand briefly to tell his version
opportunity to give his version of of the affair. He claimed he had
tha Vineidents : been retained by Ortega two days
“Will the committee ask for o before the inecident which caused.

. the committee blowup.

capy of that statement,” Powcrs re- 1 .
plilz‘d, indicating that he had noth- Treuhaft said he-first met Powers
) two weeks ago when he came to

ing more to say. N . .

' ff)ickey then )éxpresscd belinf thatthe office to see Edises about police
the investigator should make a brutality reports.
statement for the record and Powers

declared:

prelty light.
SHAKE HANDS

From that point on Powers took
o part in questioning witnesses.

was a good attorney, but I'll stipu-

‘tioning opened up by Dickey had pA”
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Powers istatement was the first
official admission that much of the
case presented to the committee
had been produced by the left-wing
CRC.

While the investigator remained
on an obviously uncomfortable spot,
police officials proceceded to offer
counter testimony on at least six
of the cases he had submitted to
the committee earlier. Powers dis-
comfiture appeared evident from
the time the committee decided to:
let the police department have its,
day in court, long before he be-|
came the target of criticism by the:
rvarious legislators.
BORE NO.

RO et

e

RRE e
Answeéring  the

e - |
testimonﬁ%'f'?‘\hf
Seorge B. MeNanist—threie o Lagrr
b ice“fnspectors at ‘the
City uring a robbery investi.,
gation, five officers festified Me-
Daniel bore no marks of injry.d

i *I knew Treuhaft and I talked to
Assemblymen Byron Rumford, of Edises. The committee got a great
Francis Dunn Jr., of Oak- deal of information from the Civil
Dickey, of Rights Congress fo start this in-

_vestigation, My dealings were with

Kilpatrick again tried to smooth
but both Hagen and
Meyers quickly got into the record
statements that they had had nc
previous knowledge of Powers of his

The chairman asserted that it was

the first time the committee had, K
ieounter testimony was offered in'

that to him the charge appelared‘

At one point he walked out with his/{
hat and coat on, but returned atter:

when he left the City Hall ey

isaid he made no complaint of any

injury.
‘A similar number of officers con-
tradicted } earlier testimony that

‘Melvin Cunningham, who claimed
.he had suffered a ruptured bladder
lfrom a police beating, had been

struck. In addition a letter  was
offecred from a former officer to

‘the efeet that Cunningham had

told him that no officer was re-
sponsible for the condition which
caused him io be removed from
the jail to the hospital for an
emergency operation.

NO COUNTER TESTIMONY

Rebuttal testimony was presented
in three other matters Powers had
laid before the commigtee. but no-

the case of Andrew Hines who was,
shot and killed by an officer last:
year, ‘

Police Chief Lester Divine said
he did not believe presentation of
such evidence was necessary in:
view of the findings of the Mayors
Committee on, Civie Unity. "
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APPENDIX VI

Robert Powers' Interview of Betty Toomes - a School
Integration Incident in Arizona






TAP5D INTERVIEW IN YUMA ARIZONA, 1%63
Questioner, Robert B. Powers

Responses by Betty Toomes whose address in
1970 iss

Director
Boston Sohool of English
Cerrera 43 No., 44-02

Apdo. Aereo No, 1782
Barranguilla, Colombia, S.A.

SUBJECTs Refusal of school in Duncan, Greenles County,
Arizona, to admit sohool ohildren who were
Negro = 1949 end
Efforts which resulted in their eventual

admi ttanoce.
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Toomas/Tuncan/1

1he first thing that [ heard was that a colored family
had moved into the Duncan area....

DUNCAN ARILZONA?

Luncan, Arizona. And that it was the first colored family
ever to live there. 1In fact, Duncan had been a tovn where the
signs at the -- entering and leaving Duncan -- included the
usual "Welcome" and "Goodbye", but also, "Nigger don't let the
sun go down on you here." ©o, because it had been settled
originally by peoole who had moved out West from Georgia and some
of the southeastern states, Duncan had been always free fronm
the racial difficulties because they had only one race present.
The Randolph family had been moveé¢ into Duncan, Arizona by a
Mormon farmer who needed a large number of hands on his 100-acre
cotton field. #nd he provided them with a house, and he paid them
and employed the father, the mother, and the chiléren. The
family had been working for him for about a month when someone
told ne that they were there. 4And I can't explain exactly why -
the first thing I thought of was, "How old are the children?" and
[ asked this person who had seen them and he told me that they
were young between 15 he thought and a babe in arms. Ard then
the next thing [ thought was, "Why aren't they in school?"

Never having lived in a segregated state before, it didn't
occur tb me immediately that they couldn't go to school in
Arizona. 8o, as T said this was the first time I knew anything
about it.

ABOUT WHAT YsAR WaS THLS?

1949. [ met them ahout spril. They had been moved in, [






Toomes/Duncan/z

think in January or February. &and [ very shortly met the fam-
ily. I made a definite attempt to meet them. [ felt that it was
very ilmportant to get to know them, and we immediately form=d a
very close frisndship.

NOW, uwHiS FPALLLY CUNSLSTeD UF _AKL RANDOLPH, SR?

Yes.

AND Hy WAS CRIPPLED, WAS HE NOT?

Yes, he was crippled from polio - one hand and one leg,
both on the same side...

HI8 WIFE WAS CORRINkE KANDOLPH<?

Yes.

HOoW LANY CHLILDReN Wenf THeRE?

There were seven.

WisT aGE DLD THoY HANGHE FROW?

Well, they ranged between 13, [ believe, which was the oldest
girl down to a baby who was less than a year old.

GV ON, NOW ToLi dp TAIS ®aS TH: FALL.... WAS [T 1He FALL OR
SPRING WrdgN YUU BrCAde CUNCeRNwD A-OUT THi CHILDR.N NOT BrING IN
SCHUCL?

You know, schools in Arizona start nuite early. .They start
the last day of August. And we became acnuainted and I assumed,
T cdicn't ask, that they would want to go to school. And we had
gnown each other all summer. We visited each oth=rs houses and
we enjoyed each other's company a great cdeal.

DiD MRS HANDULPH fHAVe ANY OTHER FRiIcNDS BESIDES yQU?

Jug the Bells, just Marion and Ada Jane Bell were friends of

theirs. Only them....
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'l'oomes/Duncan/3

THod WeRe CULUaeD ur WHITH?

Ihey were white....

OH, YuS, [ EKbulkdBuR.

They were living with us. So the Bells and the Toomes were
the only people that the Randolphs felt they could visit. None
of thne other people living there were approachabls from the stand-
point of the Randolphs. Ada Jane anc¢ Marion and Lew and my children
were very happy to know them and we enjoyed them very mucn. We
had a very interesting relationship anc we enjoyed singing .nd
picnicking etc. together.

I {_EP INTRARUPSTLING BUT [ WANT TU dAL~ [I' CLoAR. LESSeNTLALLY,
IHe HANDOLPHS WoRE MIGRATORY WORLeRS?  WHO HAD SETTLnD?

Well, no, they really weren't migratory workers, put they
were peopls who had lived for a number of years in Las Cruces,
New Mexico, and they apparently had registered with some employ-
ment office indicating their willingness to leave that area.
The farmer who employed them was responsible for bringing them to
Duncan: he went to Las Cruces looking for help. He hired the
wnole family. +hey had offered themselves pecause apparently
they had had severl very severe losses in Las Cruces through fire,
an¢ they needed or f2lt that they wanted to leave that area and
go somewhere else. They were not particularly anxious to come to
Arizona because Arizona was a segregated State at that time and
New #exico was not.

INSOFAR AS SCHOOLS WikRE CONCLENED?

Insofar as school.
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Toomes/Duncan/4

Consewuently we became acavainted, and along about the last
week of August - in fact it was the Wednescay - [ think the
Thursday before school was to begin on a Monday, arounc¢ the <5th
or 6th of August that [ asked - [ felt prompted to ask - if -
what acout the children going to school? And she replied,

"But there's no school here for them."

I said, "Why that's impossible! That can't haopen.
It's ricdiculous!"

YOU aKE FROK NeW ENGLAND?

Yes, that's right - never having livec¢ under conditions of
of segregated education before. It cdidn't occur to me, truly,
that such conditions reclly existec. [ mi.;ht even hezve thought
tnat because Luncan schools had only white children - [ #new that
no colored people were living there, 2nd it never occurred to me
thaet they woulén't be going to the same school. At any rate,
MYrs. randolph was more familiar with the situation than I, and
wnen [ asked her if vhe wanted to go andé talk to the School
Principal about hzving the children regist .red in school, she
agreed immediaztely, ané we set off at that very moment.

GO AHpaD, BrITY.

Well, Mrs. Randolph and T Wént in my car to see Mr. Brubaker.
He lived aoout 5 miles....

BRUBAKLR?

Brubaker, his name was. And he was the Principal of the
Consolidated Duncan Schools. He was at home when ve got there,
and we, without any extra explanaticn, we sald to him... [

presented Mrs. Randolph, I mean him to Mrs. Randolph, and I
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Toomes/Tuncan/5

said, "You orobably 4«now that ¥rs. Randolph and her family live
and they trade here in Duncan, and she has several children
of school age and she is very anxious for them to go to school.

So he turned to her and he asked, "Is this true?"

She said, "Yes indeed, it is true."

He said, "Well"” and he became - he seemed to be rather
d¢iscomfited because for him it was a grave problem. [ didn't
realize how grave it was at the moment. He said that he would
have to take this up with the school board, but that he would
let ter know tne following cday. And he would call a meeting
thaet night. [ remcmber cdefinitely that it was a Thursday
afternoon that we went. That he would let her snow on Friday.
iAnd ne said, "You understand, don't you, thuat Arizona is a
segrezated Stater"

Although the law calls for separate but eaual facilities ...

I ALGHT RiAD YOU WHAT THi LAW SALD ON THIS: "IHr BOARD OF
TRUSTekS SHALL SuGruGATE PUPILS OF THi AFRICAN RACe FROJ PUPLLS
OF THr CAUCASLIAN RaCh IN ALL SCHOOLS OTHeR THaN HIGH SCHOOLS,

ANE PROVIDEL ALL ACCOJUOLAT LONS NECESSARY BY SUCH SEGHREGATION.®
GO AHEAD, BUT 1HAT HAPPeNED TO BE THE LAW AT THAT TIMw.

He aquoted that to me. He really didn't suote it necessarily
but he did tell me what it consisted of - that they had a right
to go to school, but he hoped that they woulc not try to force
the issue in Duncan, but would move on to the towvn of Safford
wvhere there was a rather large section where Negroes lived and
had their own school. However, Mrs. Randolph said that she wasn't

condicdering moving, that she wanted to stay in Duncan..... And
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Toomes/Duncan/6

anotner thing that happened which should be mentioned here. The
Supreme Court had made the decision to the effect that there were
to be no more segregated areas insofar as residence was concerned....

OH ¥B8, YOU hLeFeK TO THr DrCISION OUTLAWING RESLDENTIAL
RLSTRICTIVE COVENANTS.

Yes, and this of course made it possible for the Randolphs,
if it should be necessary, to fight for their rights legally,
to live in Puncan, even though - they were pioneers in effect.

Well, with Mr. Brubaker's assurance of the fact that he
woulc let her xmow, that she would hear from him definitely the
following day, she went home - we went together - T took her home
anc¢ she was happy ané nuite confident.

The following day, instead of receiving an answer from Mr.
Brubaker whether and when the children would be admitted to school
Well, she came to my house after dark tthe following evening, and
she told me 1n a very frightened and uvset condition, that she didn't
want to get us into trouble by being seen at our house. Therefore,
she had waited until after dark to come and tell us her story. And
she told us that Mr. Randolph had had to go to Safford the evening
before - the night of the day that we went to see Mr. Brubaker.

And that she and the children were alone at home, and that shortly
after midnight that they had all been awakened by shots and the
sounds of horses' hoofs very close to their house which was very
isolated; it was probably a half mile from the highway and there
were no other houses around it. So, frightened, she gathered all

the children around her, around the fireplace where she thought they






Toomes/Duncan/7

where she thought they would be protected, and they stayed there
until all of the shooting and the shouting and the galloping
stopped. Then they looked out of the window and they saw three
crosses burning .

THREE CROSSS?

Three crosses on near-by hill tops - there was a sort of
mesa that was separated from their house by a dry wash. =«#nd on top
of this mesa were these crosses. They were all burning. And the
people galloped away, and they hacd been shouting, at the family:
"Get out of town, dont...." Well, I really can't remember, but I
snow that that was the essence of it, "Get out of town before some-
thing really bad happens to yout"

And there was, of course, every logical reason for her to
assume that this was Mr. Brubaker's answer - an answer, at least,
from the populace. And she knew that there was no other way that
the news could have gotten out except through this Board meeting -
thae School Board meeting which he had promised to hold. And there-
fore she did believe that there was definitely .... that they would
have to fight the entire town if they wanted that much to put their
children in school.

SHE HADN'T HeARD FROM WR. BRUBAKERY

She had heard nothing from him personally. He did not deliver
his answer to her and he was never able to explain why this answer.
wasn't forthcoming. He had promised it. Althouzh he vigorously
denied that he had had anything to do with tnis demonstration.

Well, when Mr. Randolph came home from Safford, the following
day, he said - surprisingly - [ am sure. I'm sure that the people

in Duncan were surprised. IHe said, "1 am not going to leave here.
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Toomes/Duncan/8

I've never done anything wrong to anyone. And they're not going to
scare me off. They had - both of the Randolphs - a remarkable degree
of courage and calm, under the circumstances and consicering that the
children were very small. VWhen they went out of the house the next
morning there wer~ shotgun shells, and twenty-twos, thirty-eignts
lying all around. They picked up a handful, a double handful; they
showed them to me.

Now, the thing was, wnat to do next? VWhat could be cone under
the circumstances? Circumstances that could have been so cdangerous
for them. At the same time we, who were comparatively safe, at that
time, felt - and the Kandolphs also, were in agreement that the
opportunity was much too great to let pass.

TAr O2PORTUNITY FOR WHAT<

Well, for standing for a principle, no?

YES.

Stinding firm on the principle of the oneness of humanity...

AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS .....

Aind Constitutional rights for all the groups 1living in the
United States. Now, [ reacted rather violently to this, and [ dashed
to Clifton which was the nearest toﬁgifhand not Duncan - the nearest
tovn which was not Duncan.

IS CLIFION THE COUNTY SEAT?

Yes.

GRutNLEE COUNTY?

Yes, Greenlee County. And T dashed up there as fast as I

could go and [ sent, [ wrote, a telegram to the Governor. And [ paid

for it. And it was accepted. And I stayed there as long as I could..
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DO YOU HedmdssR WiIAT YOU Sa.D LN THH TeLeGRAM?

Well, I think I do, it was auite long - it consisted of
something like this

[ SUPPOSE [T HxCOUNT.I THi SITUAT (ON?

Yes, it did, it said a colored family, residing in Gr=enlee
County had been the victims of what appeared to be a Ku Klux
Klan demonstration - which wuas based on their attempt to get
tielir children - have tneir children go to school, in Duncan,
Arizona. &nd that [, the undersigned, was protesting this and
wanted to inform the Governor, and thought that he should take
action immediately. That was what it was

WHO WAS THr GOV&RNOR THEN? DO YOU Ruwlid3cRy NOT [MPORTANT...

I do remember that he had rather an océ¢ name. [t cdoesn't
really matter. The point is that [ later on found that this
telegram never left Clifton. [ should have investigated, but
we were so caught up in the events which followed, [ never did
anything about it. [ should have like to. [ wish now that [ had, No?
Because I understand that if you prove that you paid for a
telegram thiat was not sent, it could be very serious for the
Western Union Company. Because of the circumstances the clerk
evidently thought he would avoid trouble by doing this.

Vell, that was all we did that night. Mrs. Randolph went
on back home and I told her that the next day I would pick her
uo and we would go back and see Mr. drubaker. ©So, of course
the next day idr. Brubacker was waiting at his house in the
afternoon, after school, ARBUXXAXUXXIXREK We went about 4 o'clock

to be sure that he'd he home, and we told him what h2nn-noi.
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And he was terribly, terribly disturbed, in fact he was so upset
that he was in bed - he said ill from this. He knew tnat - he
said, "hverybody's blaming me, cut it's not my fault.”

[ saked, "What n~out the results of the school board in-
vestigation - the School Board decision?"

And ne szid, "well, it has been put in the hands of the

w

uperintendent of Schools for the entire County." In other words
ne had moved it from the Duncan School RBoard to Clifton, and made
it a County matter.

YES.

Anc he said that ne would let her know wnern there was some-
tning to be done about it. And it was 11ulte obvious at the time,
althouin [ really can't prove it, that he was hoping that she
would get tired of waiting. He as much as said so. And he was
very distressed.

That's a1l that happened that week. That is, as far as overt

acts were concerned. The rest began with a letter to Matt Bullock

wHO WAS JMATT BULLOCK?

watther Bullock - you «now that he was at that time the
Chairman of the Governor's Board of Parcdons =nd Paroles in Mass-
achusetts, a well-knowvn Negro lawyer. And he advised - he wrote
immediately and advised me to get In touch with the NAACP in
Tucson, which was the closest chavoter.

MY I INTpRRUPT, BEITYY DURING THLS TIil WEKE THeRe ANY
CriiOnNSTHATIONS OR INLICATIONS WHLCH WOULL oHOW THAT Thw PEOPLL OF
THe COMJUNLITY Wehe UNHaZPY WITH YOU FOR INC bRChPiNG FOR THE
RANDOLPHS?






Toomes/Duncan/11

Oh yes, we received a few although ve paid no attention
to them - along vith snubs, sneers and remarks akewk from
various people who lived there. But particularly there vere
some people between our house and Clifton who openly saicd that
they would never have anything to do with us because wve were....

USUALLY, THe Teki IS NIGGrR LOVERS.

Yes, well, they called us, "the people who thought niggers
were as good as they were." So this was the name that we had
from then on. Tt stuck. And we were very out-spoken, and wve
explzined our attitude to anybody who would listen. Most people
weren't interested.

Wwe receilved an interesting series of visits from thegp people -
they vere all very anxious that we drop this immediately.

And { asxed one may, why it meant so much to him, personally.
He sgic, "If these childr8n get into school, T will be forc-ed
to leave my home and move to another place, because T cannot
allow my children to go to school with niggers.

[NCIDENTALLY, THIS MAN - WILL YOU .DeNT(FY HIM BY OCCUPATION,
ArLIGION, OR SOMETHING/

I can icentify him as a Mormon farmer, whose last name I

dafinitely
have forgotten. And later on it was established that he di¢/move
out of town. ,

THebe [S ONL [NTonkSTING FACTOR, AND 1 LON'T WaNT ©O0 INTohnUPT
YOUR STORY, BUT [ DON'T WANT TO 4I5S THiS. [T S. sEdAS T0 g THAT
LT WaAS UNUSUAL THAT I[He FARM ON WHICH THr HANDOLPHS LiVeD ALSO
BRLONGED TO A MORJON, &ND THAT Hr TU«NeD OUT TO Be A VERY COUR%

AGprOUS MAN - WOULDN'T GIVy ANY GROUND IN THe MATTER AT ALL
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vhen efforts vere mcde to get him to oust the Rancolphs, WAS THAT

NOT TRUw?

That is true, and even though it was not profitable for him
to have the chilcren in school, because then he was left with
children too small to go to school and too small to wvork, and the
moth r was the only arle-bodied one of the family who coulc work.
An¢ it certainly wasn't profitable for him. He lost the advantage
he had hoped to gain by bringing this entire family in.

BUT He NaVoR ACCEDED [N ANY WAY TO THE COMJAUNITY DPueilaND FOR
HIM TO OUST THeM?

him

Not a2t that time. We all admired/very much, althou'h he was
completely inaccessible. We admired him for not throwing them off
his plece.

NE{THER DID Hi JOIN YOU [N ATTEMPT [NG TO SECURE THEIR RIGHTS?

N. ne. He didrilt. He remained aloof, but he d¢ié not try to
get rid of them or to ma<e their situation more uncomfortable.
The only thing he dic¢ do wzg, vhich was falr under the circumstances,
he paicd them by the hour, and he - as [ remember they werec able tb
earn about #1072 a veek vhen all of the family, cble to work, worked.
And, of course we have to remember, that they still were not in
school. ©So we cdid nothing in the beginning - they were still workimg
for him. sut he ¢did¢ not try - dldn't tell them.for example - as
he could have -"if you go to school, n¢é¢ I have no one nut the
parents to work, then [ can't support you". He didn't tell them
that. He simoly let them continue vorking &s long %ﬁoz?ey woulc .
Anc he was very outspoken and very btlunt with other tawmeases who

came to him anéd suggested that he shoulc get rid of th”m’



N
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in order to save the town from the stigma.

I INToRRUPTED WideN YOU XQ WeRe TeLLING A-QUT 1ig CALL FROM
THr FARMApR WHO SALID THAT YOU WOULD [RO¢ THIS wiHOLE #ATTER. GO,
I DIDN'T WANT TO INTEsRUPT YOU BUT [ WANTZD TO oRING OUT THIS
POINT.

Wwell, it is amazing in a way, but the man was very sincere.
He felt very deeply apbout it. He told us that he had come from
Georgia, had become a Mormon in the West, that he had - or was
raising his family and had three chilcren in school, ané¢ that for

situation

him it would be an impossible m@maikimm to have his chilcdren in
school with colored children. He was completely, absolutelg,
impenetranle on this point. We couldn't talx to him on any
grounds, legal or otherwise. Conseauently, he left very unhappy.
Because ve assured him that we couldn't possibly let it go.
That we hacd to s<e that justice was done for the =andolphs, too.

We é¢1 n't try to justify our stand which we thought, at the
time, was self justifying. And, as [ remember, he left very angry
and cuite upset. He made another visit later on to talk to us
agein, but the situation was the same. So, meanwhile we made
another visit to Mr. Brubaker, and since we had no radio we never
realized that the news had gotten out through the correspondence
with the N double A ... ©Oh, [ forgot to tell you that Matthew
Bullock had written a letter and told us to go to the NAACP
in Tucson. Ané the NAACP in Tucson answered us just as oculckly ...
They told us that they had hired a lawyer and would pursue the
case.

AND THE LAWYER [WAWYER V.AS?
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Stewart Udall.

BHO [S NOW?

Secretary of the Interior.

INCIDENTALLY, HE'S A MORMON, TOO.

Incidentally, he is a Mormon, too.

S0, YOU FIND ALL SHADES OF ATTITUDE WITHIN ONE FAITH, WITHIN
THAT PARTICULAR FAITH.

Yes. An¢ it is a very interesting thing that he had long
before had established a reputation for great liberality. Because
he had defended an Indian barber, who didn't belong to the barber's
union. The other barbers were trying to clcse him up. Of course,
ne charged much less than they, but Stewart Udall had successfully
defended him and he didn't have to close his shop. And I don't
remember right now where I heard that. But he willingly and nuick-
ly accepted the job of suing Greenlee County. And there was no
hesitation whatsoever.

I BELI®VE THAT NO SUIT WAS INSTITUTWD AT THAT I[MMEDIATE TIME.

That is true.

AT THx TIMk YOU WERE TALKING AbOUT WHEN YOU HAD THE TWO CALLS.
WERE NOT SOMu VIOLENT EFFORTS MADg TO FRIGHTEN YOU, ANC LEW, YOUR
HUSBAND?

Yes, that is true, 'here were a number of things that were -
the rumors were very rampant in that area almost every day.
Somebody woulc drop in and say, "Well, I'm not in sympathy with your
-- what you're doing, but I'1ll tell you whet they say in town", and
then they would go on to say how they planned to mob us thit night

ard that they would be riding up from town and pick up the ranchers






Toomes/LCuncan/15

on the way/ who vwere interested in getting us out, and th t they...
Tornk Ypobw heabllY JHREATS OF MOB VIOLLnNCo?
Yes, and they did burn several crosses on the hill close
to our house. And they also took their opportunity of driving
their hemds thourh a small garden which was the source of some

of our food. And they dic everythin. possible to annoy us ....
DLEN'T THeY SHOOT YOUR DOG?
ithe dog disappeared one day and came back very late in the
nignt covered with buck shot. We didn't xnow who did it. He
was definitely shot; and one time Lew was out in the back gard
at twilight and a bullet went very close to the top of his head.
Ve don't xnov what the intent was, we really cdon't know. But
there were roughly six weeks of struggle bet@een the end of
August anc¢ th: time, the middle of September.when the chilcren
finally went to school.
Voo, BuF0 p THE CHLLDREN FINALLY WeNT TO SCHOUOL, I WAS LIVING IN
LOS ANGELES ANL SOup PEOPLE IN CHLICAGO WHO HAD brCuskE INTERESTED,
PROBABLY BY WAY OF MATTHEW BULLOCK, ur FROM YOU DikkCT, HAD ¥YOU...?
I had written, yes, to the Baha'is én Phoenix and to:%h

Baha'i Area Teaching Committee. Thay -- at that time -- they

didn't want us to make too much of it ....

Some of them were just A LITTLn TI4.D ON THe SUsJECT, THEM-

SkLVesS? IN ANY wVENT, THZ WORD GOT TO CH.CAGO AND THi BAHA'I

g D LW BO' 5 LNG HA'LSE
NATLONAL SPIRLTUAL ASSpmalBLY THERE, aND YOU AND LW BOTH BuING Bh
THEY BECOMr CONDERNED THAT YOU MIGHT B ACTLNG UNWiSsLY (N THE
SITUATION Un CONTRARY TO SOME LAW WiliCH OUR RELIGLON INSISTS THAT

W Bt OBEDLENT fb, AND THEY Wikk ALSU COLCBRNLD Fuh fuUl oiai'BELY
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So I _was asked to go to DUNCAN AND SgkE WHAT THe SITUATION
WAS AND bVALUATE [T AND OFFER WHAT ADVICE [ 4fLGHT. THE REASON
I WAS ASKED TO DO THIS WAS THAT I HAD A PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND
IN RACE RELATIONS, AHD BEEN CONSULTANT TO THE AMERICAN COUNCIL
ON RACE RELATIONS, WHERE [ WORKED WITH, AMONG OTHERS, ROBERT
WEAVER WHO IS NOW FEDeRAL DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND GORDON WHO IS
OR WAS HEAD OF THE PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT OF HARVARD, AND JANDY OF
WAYNE UNIVERSITY, AND DR. EMBREE OF THE ROSENWALD FUND. AND
I HAD BEEN CONCERNED WITH PROBLEMS SIMILAR TO THAT IN DUNCAN.
THIS WAS Y BACKGROUND, ALTHOUGH I I HAD NO ACTIVE INTEREST IN
RACE RELATIONS AT THE TIMk.

BUT BECAUSE OF ALL THIS, I CAME TO LOOK OVER THE SITUATION.
AND I WILL BRING MYSELF INTO IT AT THIS TIME. I WENT TO DUNCAN,
FOUNL THAT YOU LIVED A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE OUT OF TOWN. HOW
FAR WAS IT?

Seventeen miles, I think.

THERE WAS NO WAY FOR ME TO GET THERE FROM THE DEPOT, SO I
HITCH HIKED A RIDE IN AN OLD FORD =~ PROBABLY THE PEOPLE WOULDN'T
HAVe GIVeN ME A RIDE IF THEY'D KNOWN BEFORE I GOT IN THE CAR WHO
I WAS ON MY WAY TO SEE ~ I HAD CHWCKED IN AT A HOTEL: ZXHENXZEXX
THEN STARTED WALKING AND WAS PICKED UP BY THIS CAR. THERE WERE
ABOUT FOURTEEN CHICKENS, LIVE, IN THE BACK SEAT WITH ME. FINALLY
I GOT OUT WHERE YOU LIVED WHICH WAS - HOW SHALL I SAY IT? AN
UNPRETENT [OUS HOUSE? -

Well, that'!s really an understatement!
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WELL, ANYWAY, I CAME IN TO BE GREETED BY YOU AND TO TELL YOU MY
PURPOSE IN BrING THERE. WHILE I WAS WITH YOU, AMONG OTHER THINGS,
WE WENT TO CALL ON MRS. RANDOLPH -AT NIGHT - AND THIS WAS THb
FIsST TIME I SAW THE HERO FOOTBALL PLAYER OF ARIZONA STATE COLLLGE,
EARL RANDOLPH, JR. 1IHIS CHILD, AMONG THE SEVEN WIDE-EYED CHILDREN -
HUDDLING IN THE DARK, TERRIFIED AT THE INTRUSION OF A STRANGE
WHITE MAN, EVEN THOUGH I WAS WITH YOU WHOM THEY TRUSTED. THE
MOTHER WAS FAR FROM FEARFUL. ©SHE WAS A TOWER OF STRENGTH. I
SAT DOWN AND WE TALKED ABOUT THi SITUATION. IT WAS A MOVING
EXPERIENCE TO SEE AND HEAR HER, AND TO RuALIZE THAT IN THE FACE
OF ALL OF THIS OPPOSITION AND VERY REAL DANGER, WITH THE SUPrORT
OF ONLY ONE - WELL ONE STRONG SUPPORTER, AND THREE WHOSE HEARTS
WERE WITH HER BUT WHO WERE .... WELL... THE BELLS WERE LESS ACTIVE
BUT IN ENTIR: SYMPATHY WITH YOU. AND, OF COURSE, LEW'S DISABILITY
FROM THE WAR MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE ....

DEFINITELY, THE BeLLiS WERE IN SYMPATHY; AND LEW WAS MY VITAL
SUPPORT

OUT OF THE WHOLE COMMUNITY, ONLY A TOTAL OF FOUR .....

IN THE HOTEL I DISCUSSED THIS WITH MANY PEOPLE. ARD I FOUND
VExY VIOLENT BIGOTRY AND PREJUDICE EXPRESSED. I ALSO FOUND THAT
I COULDN'T TALK TO THEM - THAT I HAD NO REAL COMMUNICATION. THEIR
WHOLE ATTITUDE REVOLVED AROUND UTTER SELFISHNESS. THE RANDOLPHS
MIGHT COST THEM INCONVENIENCE AND EVEN MONEY. THEY HAD NO RESPECT
OR REGARD - THE PrOPLE OF THE TOWN I TALKED TO - NO RESPECT WHAT-
SOEVER FOR ANYTHING SUCH AS ABSTRACT JUSTICE OR DECENCY OR
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHIS. AND I ALSO RECALL, SOMETHING WHICH MAY OR
MAY NOT Bk IN PLACE HERE, THAT I AWOKE ON A SUNDAY MORNING TO
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TO THE SOUND OF BELLS ON MANY CHURCHES. THE SOUNDS - THE RINGING
NAUSEATED ME, THINKING WHO WAS ATTENDING THE SERVICES PROCLALUING
THEIR LOVE OF GOD AND NEIGHBORS ON THE ONE HAND, AND ON THE OTHER
THE RANDOLPH CHILDREN HUDDLING FwARFULLY IN A HOUSE WHERE THEY
WERE AFRAID TO SHOW ANY LIGHTS - FraARING MOR VIOLENCE AND SHOOTING.

AFTER I WAS IN DUNCAN, AND ABOU& THAT TIME, THE NAACP BECAME
VERY ACTIVE IN THIS CASE. STEWART UDALL, AS | REMEMBER, I HAD SOME
CORFERENCESA%§%§:?;gEBFER THE TELEPHONE FROM LOS ANGELES - SUuE
LONG CONVEZRSAT [ONS/- I DON'T KNOW - IT MUST HAVE BuBN - WHEN I
FIRST CAMe THERE, THE RANDOLPHS - THE CHILDREN - WEke STILL IN A
STaTs OF TERROR AND THE WMOTHER IN DEEP CONCERN.

Y2S

BUT NOTHING HAD BrbiN DONt, ABOUT GETTING THkM INTO SCHOOL.
NOW, MY MEMORY ISN'T AS GOUD AS YOUR, BUT AS I RECALL, STEWART
UDALL QUICKLY FIKLD A SUIT AGAINST THE SCHOOL BOARD...

Against Greenlee County

AGAINST THE COUNTY ...

Yes.

MAKING A DEMAND THAT TdbE CHILDREN BE ADMITTED TO SCHOOL
UNDER ARIZONA LAW. THERE WAS NO QUEST.ON OF SEGREGATION AT THAT TIME .
That's right.
IT WaS A QUESTION OF ANY KIND OF EDUCATION. HAVING DONE THIS,
I RECALL HE RELEASED TIHE STORY TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS AND TO THE
NAT [ONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY. THeN I BeLieVE, WITH THAT TO BACK
HIM UP H MADE A DEMAND ON THE GOVERNOR FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE
RANDOLPHS. TALE IT FROM THERE. WHAT BEGAN TO HAPPEN AFTER THIS
VIGOROUS ACTION BY THE NAACP?®

Well, the School Board in Clifton, Arizona, the County seat

began to receive letters, leeters and more let ers which,
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I was told were piling up on the Superintendent's desk, unopened,
because they realized that they represented a very great interest
in the case, and a number of people and orgaizations came out
strongly for admission of the Randolph children to the school

in Duncan.

DID FRED HOLMS, PRwSIDENT OF THE COUNCIL FOR CIVIC UNITY,
DID He BeCOME ACTIVE IN HIS....?

He was very active and his Council for Civic Unity was
unanimous - well, they were all interested and they were working
very hard, and a great deal of publicity was received by the
newspapers in Phoenix, although I have a memory of the fact that
the news escaped - I don't know Who was responsible for putting
it into the paper first. It could have been Stewart Udall, but
I think that a colored newspaper in Phoenix published it first -
that is waht I think....

OH, AND THE ASSOCIATED PRESS PICKED IT UP FROM THERE.

That is what I think.

I WAS GIVING STEWART UDALL CREDIT FOR HAVING WORKED A ...

Yes, well I think ....

I AM NOT SURE THAT HE ....

He might have, but I have the impression, although not having
been in Phoenix, I don't know, but I think that the Council for
Civic Unity spilled the beans to the colored paper. And as soon

as it came out in the colored paper, other editors picked it up.

And it was in the papers of Tucson and the white newspapers. And...

OF COURSE, IT BECAME A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AS SOON AS THE

SUIT WAS FILED.
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That 1is right. Yes. And also, of course, it was on the radio.
And it just so happened that the first time it came on the radio/ -
We didn't haye a radio, so we couldn't hear it - we, Mrs. Randolph
and I wen%%%;nsee Mr. Brubaker, and when we got there ....

DID YOU EVER HAVE A MgETING WITH THE SCOOL BOARD?

They denied us a meeting.

THEY REFUSED TO PLRMIT YOU TO MEET WITH THEM.

And meanwhile these letters and demands, etc., were piling up
on the Superintendent's desk, and Mr. Brubaker told me that they
weren't even being opened - that he knew, and some of them must
have been opened, that the State PTA, the Methodist Church, the
Catholic Church, and all the organizations were definitely expres-
sinz themselves as opposed to this. The Red Cross - the State
Red Cross and all the organizations, I am sure that there wasn't
one...

THAT SUPPORTED....

That supported the County. So the County became as days went

more and more, more and mae,

on,/the black-sheep of the - [ mean, everyone was ashamed of
Greenlee County. But the Superintendent, and the officers, and the
School Board, in Greenlee County remained completely adamant, on
th®s point. Well, time went on and, as you know, it takes quite a
while to get a case

There is A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME BEFORE YOU HAVE TO ANSWER.

Maybe something like that - six weeks. And while the suit
had been filed very aJuickly, they used every bit of the time they

had coming to them to answer. Finally, the time was up, or would
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have been up within several - a couple of days. And the

City school board, I believe, received a communication from Stew-
art Udall, telling them that they were having their last chance
to answer this or to do something about it.

Now, when this happened, Mr. Udall wrote directly to the
School Board and a copy to Mr. Brubaker - to the Superintendadnt
with a copy to Mr. Brubaker, so that there would be two people
who received it. And Mr. Brubaker finally tried to do something.
He convinced the School Board, apparently, that it would be much
better for them to try to find a building where these children
could go to school, and hire a teacher, rather than lose the case
ns surely they would have, in court. Anc h< told me this, although
hs was very, very upset with me. He, however, was careful not to
accuse me of anything, for he said that he was not angry with the
Randolphs, but that he was extremely angry with "someone!"

MEANING A WHITE WOMAN WHO HAD INTERCEDED ON THE PART OF THb
NEGROES....

Yes, of course. And this particplar time when I went to see
him, he was in bed, sick. &nd whens?}%o hgim, "Do you have a cold?"
thinkin: that was a civil thing to say to him, when he came out
finally, he said, "No! I don't have a cold, I am sick!" "Haven't
you been listening to the radio? It sounds as if it is all my
fault

PHOBABLY ULCERS....

Well that - could be that, too. Well, here we are again in
the micdle of the dates when the children were told to be in

school was....
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X4 YOU SAID THAT THEY FINALLY DECLDED TO RENT...THAT HE TRI&D
TO CONVINCE THE BORAD THAT THEY SHOULD TRY TO RENT A PLACE, HIRE
A TwACHER, AND HAVE A SEGREGATED SCHOOL?

Well, rent a place, no, but he decided tih t it would be a lot
ciieaper to fix over an old shower building on the campus of the
consolidated school, rather than build one: because they could
have been forced to build one, under the law. So he and se¥eral
member of the School Board got together on Saturday and Sunday
and cleaned up and painted the building and hired a teacher for
the children, who were notified to go to school - to be ready to
have the bus pick them up on Monday.

Well, Saturday afternoon rumors began coming out of Duncan
saying that if these children were on the bus Monday morning that
the bus would be stopped before it entered the town limites, that
they would be taken off the bus and, and beat up or sometaing.
They were threatened, in other words. Anc so many - this came out
of town so much during that day and that afternoon and that even-
ing that Mrs. Randolph became auite nervous about it. ©So the very
next morning which was Sunday, I took her to Clifton because she
wanted to have some assurance from the Sheriff that this would not
happen. And do you remember that [ telephoned you in Los Angeles
that day?

1 DON'T REMBEMBER.

It was a Sunday mornipg.

I THINK [ TwLEPHON:ED TO STEWART UDALL.

You did. You did. I talked to you from Clifton. You tele-
phoned to Stewart Udall, and he called the Governor of the State.

And the Governor kept Sheriff Tee (Sp?) awake all night, reminding

hir that nothing had better happen to those children.
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I ReEdcMpsER THAT LATER ON IT WAS SAiD THAT THE BEST GUARDED
AND SAFEST CHILDR:N IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA WERE THy RANDOLPH
CHLILDREN.

Yes that was true. 1In fact, I don't know how it happened, but
shortly after they did enter school, somebody placed - they were
insured for some huge sum of money, because it would have completely
bankrupt the County if anything had happened to to those children
at all - even a scratch. But I should like to say one more thing:
the bus driver who had been driving the school bus all year - as
soon as he found out that the Randolph children defintely were going
to school - quit his job.

Hib DIDN'T WANT THE BUS DYNAMITED TO GET RID OF THESE

He just didn't want to drive any niggers, he suld. ©So he
quit. There was a bus without a driver. So, Mr. Brubaker said,

"[ will have to drive," and then Mrs. Randolph was still nervous
and said, "But you probably won't be able to protect my children.
And I remember he said, "I will carry my gun" and he went and got
it and showed it to her.

THE PRINCIPAL?

The principal, yes. And [ will say for Mr. Brubaker that
when he realized that he had to do something, he did it. And he
did his best. And as he was assufing her that he would definitely
protect her children, I remember feeling that he was getting stronger
and stronger himself. Because this gave him something to - he really
h=» had to stand up; he just had to....

CIRCUMSTANCES WhRE MAKING HIM A BETTEn HUMAN BEING
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Yes, that's it.
AGAINST HIS WILL?

Against his will, his original will, because he was very
upset with me and I don't know but what he still is. But, anyway,
we went over there - I remember distinctly going over the night
befor to reassure them, to make them feel confident - that because
this was the way God wants people to live, free from shame and
free to be educated, etc., all together, that they must not have
have any fear. And we said a lot of prayers together and I went
home, and they were out ready for the bus next morning. Of course,
they got on the bus. <The bus went out about 30 miles and they
were about 15 miles from town; the seats, apparently, were all
taken, by people who suddenly needed more room. But Frances and
Alfreda Toomes were on the bus -~ since they got on first - and
they saved seats for the Randolph children.

HOW MANY OF THE RANDOLPH CHILDREN STARTED TO SCHOOL?

Let me see; ther: was Helen and Earl and Irma and -- there
were four - another girl....

I think you said that the oldest was z.oout thriteen.

That's right. There were four who started. And so they began
going to school con this particular Monday which I think was about
September 18th (?). I['m not certain of the date. I might be off
quite a bit. And their troubles weren't over, but there was a
very interesting thing - any possible plan for molestlng them in
town quickly diddipated when the bus was secen to be joined by
several very official looking cars. And the people h d some very

interesting explanations for these cars. That the Federal Burean
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of I[nvestigation had sent in som: people who stayed in town for
weeks &nd the very rumors dissipated any ideas that anyone might
nave had for revenge on the Randolph children.

NOT TO INNERUPT BUT TO INTERJECT SOMeTHING AT THIS POINT,
T4aT THE PEOPLE DECIDED IT WOULD B UNHEALTHY TO TAKik REVENGE ON
THr RANDOLPH CHILDReN, [ MIGHT HAVE, WHILe [ WAS IN DUNCAN, HAVh
dAD A LITTLE °PART IN THIS. AsoUMING THAT MUST PwOPLi KNOW VERY
LITTLE ABUOUT LAW, ~NT LUMP ALL LAW ENFORCEMuNT OFi [CERS TOGLTHuR,
AND SNOW LITITLE ABOUT JURLISDICT[ON, [ HAL " INADVERTANTLY"™ L&FT IN
THy WASTcsASKLT IN THE HOTEL SOME PAPrRS WHICH BORE THr HEADING
OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TOGETHER WITH MY
NAME AND THE TiITLE, COORDINATOR OF LAW pNFORCEMENT AGENCIES, THE
JOB FrROd WHLCH [ WAS ReTIKED. CONSEQUENTLY ANYONz LOUKING THROug
Trlls ROOM WOULL HAVe IDENTIFILD ME AS HAVING BEEN CONCERNED WITH
LAW eNFORCEMA:NT, AND CUMING A LONG WAY TO INTwREST MYSELF IN THIS
JATEBR. MY CONVeRSATION AND QUESTIONS WERE bNOUGH % I KNOW THAT
ONE CAN RUIN THe REPUTAT [ON OF THE MOST DeVOUT BISHOP BY ASKING
A FeW QUESTIONS IN HIS HOME TOWN - NO ASSERT IONS, JUST ASKING
QULST IONS. I ALSO KhNOW ALONG THE SAME LINy THAT BY ASKING A Fiw
QUESTIUNS A ChRTA.N AJMOUNT OF FraR CAN BE PRuCIPITATeD IN PEOPLE,
AND I'D ASKED A LOT OF CALCULATsD QUEST [ONS oUCH AS, "WHO IS BE-
HIND THIS", and "WHU IS HEAD OF THE KU KLUX KLAN [N DUNCAN¢n
0f course, I was told that NO KLAN pXISTeD, sBUT [ HOPED THAT THE
PAPERS [N TH. WaSTHEBASKET PLUS THk QUESTIONS MIGHT HAVE HaD SOME-
THING TO DO IN THIS SJ4ALL TOWN TO BRING OUI SOME FyAR OF DOING
SUUETHING COMPL.TELY UNLAWFUL AND L(MPROPLR.
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{ think it did, definitely. Anc¢ [ remember that last morn-
ing before the childr n actually got on the bus to go to school
for the first day, that Mrs. Randolph was so nervous that not
only did we t=lephone you but we also went to see Mr. Brubéker
and that was when he assured us that he would drive the bus nim-
self. We not only did those two things, we also paid a visit to
Sheriff Tee; ©So we went to the court house and we saw Hr. Tee
and I told ¥Mr. Tee that the rumors were coming out of towvn which
were very ugly, and [ asked, "Do you feel ables to keen these
thinvs from happening if anyone should make the attempt to carry
them out?"

"Oh," he said, "I've just sent my deputy cdown there; they
haven't heard anything this morning..."+ And [ persisted, "I must
have some assurance from you t@at Mrs. Randolph will be able to
accept."” She had stayed out in the car - "she or no other mofer
would willingly let her children walk into a trap."

"No", [ said, "as you might know, Life Magazine - I threat-
8ned with Life Magazine - it is wuite possible that this story
might appear in one of the National magazines, Life, for example.
And he began to pick up his ears. And I also told him ....

YOU'3E SORT OF SNzAKY TOO.

YES, I'™M VERY SNEAKY, because [ was so anxious that he do
something - definited - instead of just telling me. Because I
had no confidence in him, you see ....

YOU WhE.akw TRYING TO SAVs SOULS bY DEVIOUS MEANS
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Well, [ realized it was devious; I've been guite conscious
stricken at times ever since. [ knew [ had no connection with
Life whatsoever, but .....

YOU WUULLN'T HAVe BetN IF YOU HAD SupN wARL RANDOLPH GRADUATE
FiOd COLL=GE .....

Uh huh ...

Vi I TH POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE,

I wish I had. However, the Sheriff cid tell me that he would
do everything in his power

YES

And just about that time the first call came through for
Sheeiff Tee from the Governor. [t had been started¢ before when I
called you in Los Angeles. Ané I understand that that whole day,
evening, and tne following week the Sheriff was very unhappy.

He didn't even dare go to sleep. And he was very, very much on
the Job, to make sure that nothing happen~2d to those children.

And then pegan the schooling, actually, of the Randolph
chilcren in Duncan. and it is a very, very interesting thing
that the almost immediate result was that they found, and we all
found, - the town found out - that the children themselves had
no prejudices to speak of in comparison to their pafents. And
after a couple of weexs had passed, curing recess a basket ball
rolled over near rtarl's feet. And he instinctively - without think-
ing - picked it up and threw it into the basket before anyone
could protest. And because he was a long way off and the shot was
a difficult angular one - but it did make the basket - with

chilfren's instinctive respect for that kind of skill they
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accepted him almost immedintely. Ancd he became .... tnat was his
first athletic feat in Arizona, which was tine first of hundrecs
and hundreds ofsuch feats in tnhe years aheac for him. And as
you <now he hes becn a 4 letter man, grm outstanding in every
sport...

VWHERE IS Hi NOW?

[ imazine he is & coach in some school. osut he has an
excellent reputation and L guess he is the finest all-round ath-
letes Arizona has ever produced. I shouldn't doubt thaot 2 bit.
And he has played in many tournaments, and has always heen very
successful, and is very hizhly respected for nis honesty and

DO YOU ihwCALL HOW LONG THi SgGRuGAT LON OF STULDENTS THixb
CONTINUED? D.D yHweY oVeR LuT TiHE RANDOLPHS AN WiTH THe wdlTh
CHLLDRLN?Y

Vell, in Luncan, no. FEut cdo you remember that the Randolph
family, as a unit, moved out of Duncan the second year. They
movec¢ to Clifton where Earl had a job in a gas station after
school. And LDuncan was very sorry to see them go because us
long as tarl....the family was livinrs in Duncan...and going to
school there, rarl was a member of their athletic teams. &and
they were unbeatable. =ut he took th=2 first opportunity he could
find to get out of Duncan. He moved to Clifton, and since
Clifton is Duncan't traditional rival in &1l sports, he turned the
tables just by moving away from Duncan, which lost every game
afterwards.

THAT WAS .HE KANDOLPH'S KEVENGE. IHw RANDOLPH'S RoVENGH
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WAS ACCLDING TU IHe ke UnST, WiTH A TWO YEARS DmLaY, TO MoVe
OUT....

So, when they moved to Clifton, they found no more serregation
, because by thzt timz the schools in Arizona were completely
desegregated.

SUMnUNe HAS SaiD THAT ALL THie UNHBAPPINESS T:HaT Iis GAp.NLog
Culwiy AND THrp COMMUNLTY OF DUNCAN VipunT TdAROUGH ON 4CCOUNT OF THy
RaNDOLPHS, CONV.NCwD #aNY PeOPLi (N ARIZONA 14T [T WAS UNW LISk
AND LpGALLY UNHEnbLTHY TO ArTwdPl TO sarResS TanlR ¢nwdJUDICES
aNL plGOTRY BY FLOUTING THr LaW. AND SO4wOht HAS Sail THAT THe
BoGINNING OF THi .ND OF SEGHREGATION [N ARLZONA ..... n3SSeENTLALLY
SouhtGAT [UN LN ARLZONA WaS "WHLPPED™ LN DUNCAN Y Ti: RANDOLPH
FALLLY oNIRANCE 1O THz SCHOOL.

Yes, I heapd th t - it's an interesting thing that the spring,
followint the fall that the Handolphs entered th: Puncan school,
Tucson completely desegregated and they integrated not only
students, but teachers. So that tne following fall - the fall of
1950, students and teachers were integrated in the entire City of
Tucson. There w:s no single incident of rebellion or difficulty.
The superintendent of Schools in Tucson, whEQSXX still there,
still Superintendent of Schools in 1952 when returnaed from California
to become residents of Arizona again, the Superintendent told us
later on that the Duncan incident, as he referred to it, was
responsinle for the desegregation of Arizona. Which, incidentally,
was completely desegregated before the 1954 Supreme Court decision.
Ancd, he said, "The people are so nhappy th t they desegregated be-

fore they had to!" He said that they were proud of this fact!
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Descgrezation took place in the following order: Tucson was
first, then Pprescott, then Flagstaff, then Yuma, &nd then Phoenix.
That took in all the big school districts. tverything else
followed suit.

AS [ Swk THIS.... TobLL e SOdwTHING, YOUR HUoBAND, LEW,
AT THAT Tldp: He HsD NO WORK?

No we lost our work .... He lost his wvork.

[F Hi HAD had a JOB [T WOULD HAVe Bu. N AN AXpk OVeR YUUR
drA D, WOULDN'T [T2

Yes...

THE FACT TdaTl Hi DIDN'I HAVE A JOB sT THAT TIMk 2+-0VeED TO Sk
AN aDVANTAGe IN YUUR CRUSADE? [ lwaN, THea: Was NO LuVoRaGE THRY
COULD USk wWHICH WUULD HaVe B kN oFFuCTiVe TO CURLALN YOUR 4CrIVITY?

Vell, strictly speaking, he didn't have a job. We never had
a job in Duncan, because he was self-cmployed.

YeS.

he were....

I WwaS Jadllhg THe POINT. Hz 1S A MpCHAWIC. He WaS (NDEPENDENT
pxJ0ud SO THa® H:e CUULDN'T HAV: THe rRe3SUR. 2UT UN oidPLOYMoNT ...
Well, he didn't work as a mechanic, 3ob. He wvoriked as a
farmer. Ve r:ised chickens, you know. ind that particular year
we were - we nad no income - we vwe e picking the cotton of someone

whose field was so full of weeds tnat nobody else wanted to pick
it. And we took turns - it lasted all winter - and it gave us
an average of about #3.00 a day. EBut we hzd b=en threatered too -

beoinz in the field by ourselves - that ve might have been hurt
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Sorebody would go by and taxe a pot shot =zt us. FEut it never did
actuelly haonpen.

IT Stkuds TO e THAT THE SITUATLON HERz WAS ONL OF A VirY
LARGE, TYPLICAL, £dwriCAN, SOUTHWLST COMMUNLTY FACED WITH A /2rOBLEMY
OF s¢1HLICS Ox PrnihCIrLeS AND THERY FAILD 10 RISk TO WELT THh
cROBLeil.  UNp BeRSON, NOr OPPULeNT, SHAaLy [ SAY?, I[N R .LATIVELY ...
YOU Vebhb IN spLaliVeLY POOR CLRCUMSTANCES...?

Yes.

AT THp TLie. YOU Ve .k PICKING SCRaP COTTON. YOU Calr 10 THr
FRUNT, LRAAND_NGLECrNCY AND niGHTS FOR THi CHILDHEN. LW, YOURK
HUSBARD, AcSioTwl YOU IN wVeRY WAY Hi COULL. BUT YOU, ueTTY,
SPbAR-HEADED ThiS THENG. THe BwbLS, v LTH VHOM YOU LiVel V.iKb
ALSO nunlal {VelY POOR, BUI TUrY, 100, WakTwD 10 8wy Tii8S anTlwg
OF JUSrICL CahkhinD OUT.

I Wwas CALLLD N IO Swt THAT YOU VimnbkN'I DOLNG aNYTHIKNG TV
eNDANGER YOURSELVES - I DIDN'T FIND THAT TO bBr 1TRUpn, rceCaUsh YOU
WeRk IN VbﬁY Reaslh DANGER - BUT [N MY INVESTIGATION [ [ COnCLUDED
TEHAT YOUR ACTLOKS WeRt LAUDAbLE, CONSISTLAT WITH HIGH INTRGKITY,

ANL THAT we WLGHT ALL WELL BE PROUD OF YOU AND WHAT WAS BEING
DONE. Weblh MY PART IN [T WaS ReLAT [VeLY S[¥PLE, OFFrRING SOME
oUaG ST [OLD ANLC iDLAS, AND PROVIDING ANOTHER BwSIDeS UDALL WHO
AoV SUMETHING OF [Hi LEGAL ANT TACT (CAL 4LANS T0O e PLOY .

STeM KT ULaLL PLAYRL A BRILLI&NT PART [N THLS CRUSADE £ND SHOULD
NeVer B FORGOITe=N. THeRb Wehke A NUMBER OF OTHER ACTOKS, oU1 YOU
Wenk CERTAINLY THE "LgalDING LADYY IN '1HE PLAY.

e THING, TO Me, WHICH StedS TO COMt OUT OF 1THio WHOLE THING
IS THIS: BRUBAK:ER BrCaik, FINALLY, % CAut TO KbaLlsr THr [MPORTANCE

OF r5iNCLPLE ANL 1NTpGRITY. AND He PLAY:D U 10 HIio PART.
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THe SHeRIFF, WALN PReSSURE OF PReJUDICH WAS COUNTERED bY oY 4
PReSSUAL FOR LuGALITY AND DrCENCY, HrE ACTrD [N HIS PROPER POSITIUN.
ANL GEKERALLY, THE PEOPLE....THE SCHOOL BOARD AND THye PEOPLE OF
CUNCAN FOUND THeMSeLVEKS TO Bk CONDUCTING THrdSeLVES IN A WAY THRY
COULL br PROUD OF, AND PROBABLY ARk .... SOd4E OF THk PoOPLE ARL
PROB&BLY BRAGGING ABOUT WHAT 1HEY ULT{dATeLY DID WOW % THg FACT
THAT THeY DID THIS. AND THE WHOLp THING TO Mi: Ol rrukSUN VHO
STANES UP FOR A PRINCIPLE CAN NEVEK SHNOW THE wXTERNT O nAMIF [CATLONS
OF pkFECTS OF HIS ACIION. . THIS CoRTAINLY HAD A SLGNIFICANT
PART IN DESEGHEGATING T:ff SCHOOLS OF ARI4ONA. THene'S NO QUEST (ON
ABOUT THAT. ANL SO ART4ONA CAN PRILt [TSuLlF IN BEATING THr SUPREUME
COURTITO SCHOOL LrSEGRrGATI[ON BY REASON OF THE ORLGINAL ACIION
BeGUN BY YOU.

THERE IS A CONDEMNATIORY RABBINICAL SAYING WHICH IS TKUr HERE
IN REVeERSE:  "QT Wwes WITHIN HIS POVWER 10 PROTwST, AND HE PROTIESTLD
NOT.n

Well, do you remember thuat after this was all over in Duncan

that some woman who had taken no public ﬁart, or expressed any
opinion - sh was a sincer, Christian woman - And of course we
haven't talked at all about the effect on my girls or the fact -
you xnow, Frances suffered a great deal .... Alfreda, no, because
she'll give anybody as good as they send, but Frances was very
sensitive to the whole thing and was upset. But this particular
woman, whose name I'm sorry [ can't remember, because [ think

she was a very discerning person, said to me after it was all
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over, she szid, "You must think that Duncan is really and completely
God forsaken." And [ said, "I think nothing of the sort. [n fact
[ feel just the opposite - that God must love Duncan very much

to have given it this problem to solve." She said, "Do you

really feel that way?" and I said¢ again, "Yes, I really do."

And that is what I remember ... it is a sort of....

HIGHLIGHT?

Highlight! Because she - I know she was very sincere in
saying what she said. And [ think that she understood what [ meant
when [ told her that this was not a matter of condemning people
for their prejudices or anything, but rather 2 testing ground, and
actually, they didn't come out so badly, did they?

NO, THpY DIDN'T: NOR DID YOU!

-end-
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APPENDIX VII

Postlude: Correspondence Regarding Steve Powers,
Bakersfield Police, and Racism. October, 1969.
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Oct. 5, 1969
Cheeteh,

Your letter wes surprising and timely. I had to get my mind
off recent happenings. And here they are in a most brief forme

My younger son, Steve, was on the pollice department - 2% years ~ after having
taught high school for 7 years. July 23 there was a minor disturbance at

a teen-age dance oconducted by the City recreation department, primarily for
blacks. 15 police were assembled end moved in with indiseriminate clubbing.
Fhere had been some rocks and bottles thrown at the police before their moving
into the crowd outside and the orderly crowd inside. There were 3 adult
arrests and 2 juveniles. All, I bellieve, beaten up.

Steve was somewhat slow to react to the evil of it all, but when, about a
woeek later, he was given to understand that he must make a false, cover-up
report, and after the NAACP had begun to protest loudly with good newspaper
end TV publiocity, Steve turned in his badge and equipment after a tour
of duty and wrote the Chief saying, "I can't support the police action or
i subsequent handling of the case." He got a teaching job over in Arizona,
I got direct word from one of the ranking officers in the police department
» tha??ﬁteve would be framed if he spoke out or testified. Time went one..
as it sometimes does and last wesk =today's Sunday - the three adult blacks
came to trial for "failure to disperse and resisting arresty - the latter
charge being necessary for the police to justify the obvious beaten gon=-
dition of the young men.

’

NAACP contacted me for Steve's address, I gave 'em it. He couldn¥t be
subpoenaed because he was out of the State., I called him explaining what
he'd have to face if he chose to testifys But then the ACLU lawyer called
him and Steve said he would come,

At trials About 8 officers testified almost exectly the same saying they
didn't "do nothing wrong" ~ etec., et., etoc. Then the dfense came on and
Steve was their last witness, "telling it like it was." The polioe practically
"fell off their chairs" and over-reacting, trailed Steve in the car of the
head of NAACP to my house. He ocame in, Polioce were front and rear. 1 went
out and asked what they were up to. One said, we're trying to get a sub-
poena and it's on its way we think, Just - well I don't know why - I was
reacting, not planning. I had Steve get in my ocar and we drove around and
around with car and motorcycle following. We were stopped. Car officer

said I have orders from station to hold you (me) until the subpoena arrives.

I replied, "I refuse to remain" and drove onat about 30 mph., Soon there was
siren and red lights. Car pulled up behind ms when I stopped and motoroyole
blocked forward movement., I got out, "let me see your driver's license" =~

"I won't show it to you". "Am I under arrest?"™ Answers "um...ah.,. well.,.."
Can I leave? No. Then I must consider myself under arrests..." Soon
thereafter oar raced up with six in it lnecluding the prosecuting attorney

and Steve was served with a subpoena to appear next morning again in court.

Defense asttormeys had the subpoena quashed the next morning, it being clearly
evident that the supoena was merely harrassment, to gain time to think what
they "could do to Steved" But they over-reacted. The result was that
whersas steve had intended to return immediately to Tucson, he had an extra
day for TV interview, and interview from LA times, S.F. Chronicle, Fresno Bes,
and .... Well.
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Steve became a hero to the blscks and the friends of blacks. The two
defending attorneys from XXX said, "This has never happened before. An
officer or even an ex-officer going apainst the police and telling the truth
in xmwxhxa such a case.

And Jeokson, black attorney, in summing up, had trouble, He remarked,
"Strange thing happened to me. I was closing with the reading of some of
Steve's testimony and my throat got tighte And then teare started. This
has never happsned to me before...."

What else, Steve is the sensitive, scholarly type, and has had no
clear opportunity to dsplay espscisl courage. But in this situation he was
utterly unafraid, and equally contemptuous of his former associates.

Oh yes, a white jury convicted all the kids -~ but the publicity made anyone
who wanted to see mads clear what had happened and damaged what reputation
the police department had enjoyed.

My reaction? I understand the police position and what they did accoring to
their lights...but 1 am absolutely ashamed of them, and especially their
stupidity. I've been through all this before, and one feels contaminated
tthrough the cantact although - as was in my case - it was vicarioue. And

I have, in early days, bseen a very dirty fighter when neamessary, and thoughts
keep errupting about what I could do sees but I also know, but have to

keep reminding myself, that evil destroys i1tself ~ although sometimes it
seems to take a hell of a long time.

But then, too, the only beauty I'm capable of fully appreciating is that of
a human being when integrity surpasses self interest in scts. And I, too,
know, that the kind of courage exemplified by Steve, does encourage others
and gives hops to people who feel - for the moment - hopeless.
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Fresno Bee, Sunday, October 12, 1968

Ex-Police Chief

Calls Ba

Backward, Racist

By Ron Taylor

. Fresno Bee

BAKERSFIELD—To former Bakersfield Police Chief Robert

Powers, this city is “soclologic

nity.” It is also a place, he says, where police can be used t

harass private citizens.
Pewers made these strong
days after an incident in which

car, told him he was under arrest—for a-traffic violation-~and

then failed to issue a citation.

All of this took place outside the ci
and the speclal prosecutor for the district attorney’s office agdmit

the police tactics were used to
was riding with his father, until

ing the son to appear in court!

as a witness,

Steve 'Powers is a former
policeman who testified for
three Negro youths found guil-
'ty of resisting arrest and failure
to dispurse. Steve Powers was
'on the police force in Bakers-
lield at the time the charges
‘were made and testified he wit-
nessed five fellow officers beat-
iing 2 Negro youth with riot
|sticks.

‘ Fellewed From Court 7|

Following his testimony, Pow-|
ers left the courtroom with
Bakersfield NAACP President
jRaiph Anthony and they were
ifollowed hy a motorcycle police
{unit and a patrol car. They
‘drove to the senlor Powers’
home, outside the city limits,
and the two pelice units “sur-
ropynded” the house,

What followed, according to
the elder Powers, was “an ob-
ivious harassment.” The father
took the son out for a drive,
{the two pollce units followed.

“They stopped me, with the
red light and a honk of the
horn, and informed me I was to
{be detained until they could get
‘a subpoera for my son. I'asked
it I was under arrest, They said
no, so 1 drove off.”

The police followed and again
using red light and siren, pulled
the senior Powers over g sec-
ond time. He ard his son and
the police agree he was stopped
twice. The seccnd time the car
‘was hlocked front and-back by
the =glice vehicles.,

kersfield

staff wrtter

ally a hackward, racist commu-
0

comments and observations fivej
police. officers twice stopped his.

ty limits. Both police

detain Power's son, Steve, who
a subpoena could he issued order-
“They asked me to show my
driver’s.license.. I refused. They
iwouldn’t say 1.was under ar-
rest until I insisted they answer
the question. Finally they said
I was under arrest for failing:
to stop-for a red light,” the
senior Powers said.
They were held untll three po-
licemen, led by special prosecu-
tor Gary T. Friedman, arrived
and served a subpoena on Steve
Powers. The next morning the
judge .quashed the subpoena
without. -amy opposition from
Friedman,

‘Ingxperlence’

Friedman, when asked if he
had a part in holding Powers
for the subpoena issuance, ad-
imitted he had ordered the po-
lice to hold the senior Powers’
car yntil he could race to the
district attorney’s office, get a
subpoena and serve it. Fried-
man, citing his own youth and
lack of experience as an excuse,
said, he had made a mistake.

Frledman admitted he did
not oppose the motion to quash
the subpoena the next morning.
He said.he did not need to put
Powers oh ‘the witness stahd. He
also admitted he followed the
“chase” by police radio and

lless ‘both defense and prosecu-
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sqbpoena,'-Friedman was escor- To Richmand
ted by a Bakersfield city police| 1, lggge;e was called to Rich-
captali-and two sergeants; ON€l and to help the police in es-
of .the strgeants hat_i.been ' tablishing workable relationship
charge of the antiriot force . Negroes and other minori-
which the younger Powers said (, oroyps. Powers said, “Pre-
beat the Negro you judice s based on ignorance,

Police Chief Jack Towle ac-.
. a always. Knowledge combats
knowledged his officers assisted prejgtdslce.” 8

Friedman in holding and de- 5
i v : Powers is proudest of a race
taiping Powers until the subpoe-| o1 yione pooklet he co-authored

na wa$ served, The chief said %

Steve Powers ‘‘scooted out of {::epfslzi ;izgax:nntlgn;fi.s i ithe
court like a sheep - killin’ dog f sirded writing and
and we didr’t want him to geti?mex}t‘ erﬁcgil e 'g%.
away until the prosecution had‘segx:gbzﬁev::‘ tha?m o
?o crt;il:l:le htic;nggcxde i{tney’ beq partments and city govern-

(In most, court trials the judge il‘z&?’g hc)apn vsistﬁﬂ;ﬁlilalw?;il;lgﬁ t?:.:»
does not excuse a witness un lin ghetto areas. But this he em-
Iphasizes, must be done through
knowledge and understanding.

He feels Negroes and persons
‘of Mexican descent must under-
‘stand police problems and the
police must understand the
‘problems of the minorities.
Education and confrontation (in
group meetings) through race
relations councils or committees
-are vital, he feels.

To eradicate bigotry and pre-
judice, he says, the white man
—whether city official or police-
man or private citizen—and the

tion lawyers agree the witness
can be excused. This determina-
tion is made at the time the
witness completes his testimo-
ny and has heen cross exam-
ined.) y.
4 Deputy Badges |
. Towle said his officers have
deputy bhadges, which permit
them to work legally beyond
the city limits.

The senior Powers was police
chief in Bakersfield from 1933
to 1945. He called the subpoena
incident “stupid conduct. They
were obviously overreacting to| Negro must meet and talk and
what Steve had said, they had learn each other’s problems and

been caught off guard, and positions.
Sauted tixgne.” Ly Power says Bakersfield is

He said the actlon’ 3nd the backward bgcause——Whﬂe there
passion surrounding the trial of 2@ 8 few m;'fi.d‘;all Pﬁort?;
the Negro youths came as no there are no officlal, citywide
surpriSe. He said “Bakersfield commissions or ’com,mxttees or
is a sociologically backward 8TCUPS undertaking such edu-

community, a racist communi. ¢3tON-
9.7

He pointed out the city school
system has . had. segregation
suits filed against it hecause of
racial imbalance; he said the
city has no race relations pro.
gram, no race relation com-
mission, He added, “the voters
there turn down school bonds.”

Powers left the Bakersfield
police chief’s job to’ take a
state position in the California
attorney general’s office, He
was appolnted by former Gov.
Earl Warren, and was a state-
wide law enforcement coordina-

ordered the senior
stopped the second time fo
failure to stop for a red lght.

Friedman, while talking about
the case, referred to Steve
Powers as a ‘“‘turncoat’” and a

T

!

Powers'

“coward.” When he served the

tor, »

His specialty became race re-
latlons and he helped establish
working relationships between
police and Americans of Jap-
anese descent returning from
detention camps after World
War II. .
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The Bakersfield Californian, Tuesday, October 21, 1969

ance Hall Incident

Stil

| Has Repercus

~

sions

Last Friday night about 70 Bakersfield citizens, blacks and
whites, middle and upper class, gathered at the Hill House to
from a local chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union,
organization which has been dormant in Bakersfield for six
years, L

Formation of the chapter with Bakersfield College
professor Clyde Verhaine as president, can be attributed
directly to the July 23 incident at a city-sponsored dance on
East California Avenue and the testimony of ex-police officer
Steve Powers at a subsequent trial. '

The incldent at the Fraternal Hall in which 15 police
officers confronted about 200 Negro teenagers.outside the
building has become a “cause celebe,” sparking controversy
and creating further tensions between blacks and the police
department, ;

Three youths were subsequently charged and convicted of
various offenses arising out of the confrontation, a
development that heightened further the split between the
police department and various black leaders.

Julius B. Brooks, 19, of Fresno and Wayne Johnson, 19,
were hoth convicted of resisting arrest and failure to dispersc
by the all-white jury, while Terry Larkin, a chaperon at the
dance, was convicted of resisting arrest.

Obscenities and beer bottles were hurled during the
disturbance after a youth was arrested for being drunk,

several youths were injured and some police cars damaged by
flying objects. Seven persons in all were arrested.

But it was the testimony of Powers, a soft-spoken, self-
described liberal, which prompted many persons to question
the story handed out by police officials about. exactly what
went on outside the hall.

His testifnony at the' trial of the three youths that police
beat several youths indiscriminately, contradicted that of nine
other officers involved in the confrontation. |

But as far as Powers could tell none of the other officers
would ever tell the true facts, a situation which prompted him
to resign from the force on Aug. 3 after 214 years of service.

Powers, who was one of 15 officers dispatched to the teen-
(}ance disturbance, resigned because he could, in his words,

‘no longer support the police dpartment in it§ actions at the
;e;(;rtltage"dance July 23 and the subsequent handling of the
er,

I his testimony, the ex-police officer said he saw five
officers beating one youth after the 15-man detachment
charged the teenagers, scattering them along East California
Avez_w_e. There were several indiscriminate beatings
administered, Powers testified, but he could not name any of
the officers involved.

_When he began dictating his report of the incident, Powers
siid in an interview, he recounted the beatings, but was
surprised when a secretary told him none of the other officers
was writing the same kind of report.

i

“Most of the other reports indicated some kind of
provocation for the beatings,” he said, “‘ard right away I
realized there were lies in the reports.”

Powers was no ordinary policeman. Before joining the
,police force he earned a master’s degree from Duke Uni-
‘versity and taught school for seven years. His father, Robert.
Powers, now retired, was Bakersfield chief of pblice from 1933
to 1946.

After talking to.a secretary and noting the differences
betweer his report and those of the other officers, Powers said.
he decided to write a report full of generalities and vague rec-
ollections. After that was turned in, he pointed out, it was re-
turned with the notation, “Justify all actions and explain all
actions taken.”

He never finished the report, verbally resigning Aug. 3 and
writing a letter of resignation on Aug. 4 to Police Chief Jack
- Towle.

“I knew if I wrote a true report I would be harassed and
“fired. I knew it would be the end of my job. So I decided to
quit suddenly and then write a letter of resignation.”

After he quit Powers said an officer called him and asked
for a full report of the incident, which he refused to give
because *“I know the police chief really knows what
happened.”

“Then I heard from friends in the department that the
chief of police (Towle) had called the officers into his office
and told them how they should write their reports. One of the
things they were supposed to say was “I hit so and so over the
head and he fell down on the sidewalk, losing his teeth.”

Powers, who now lives in Arizona and teaches school, says
he is no civil rights type. “I.didn't come here (to testify) for
the NAACP or any other group,” he said. “I believe the.truth
should be known, and net because of black or white people in-
volved. This was one time where I knew the truth and I think
people should Know it. I really believe inside this is for
mankind. There may be no visible evidence that it did any
good, but I'm glad I did it (testified).”

Powers said he came here at the urging of an attorney
involved in trial of the three youths. He was paid $121.80 for
his plane fare from Tucson, but lost $60 pay for two days’
teaching and was not reimbursed for that by anyone.

Not surprisingly, Powers was not greeted with warmth and
charity by police officers when he testified at the trial Oct. 2.
After he testified he and his father decided to go for a ride.
When they went outside the elder Powers’ home they found
two police vehicles waiting for them.

As father and son drove off, the two vehicles followed
them, finally stopping the senior Powers, in county territory,.
after they had driven only about three blocks.

The officer who stopped the car ordered the former police
chief and his son to remain there while a special prosecuter,
who headed the prosecution’s case, arrived to serve Steve with
a subpoena, one which was quashed the next day by Judge
Waltoy. Condlev .






Robert Powers, who knew something about law, told the

officer he had no right to hold him and sped off. Five blocks "
down the street a motorcycle fronted Powers’ auto and the

other officer pulled up behind him, the officer again ordering
him to stay put until the subponea arrived.
Finally a police car with special prosecutor Gary T. Fried-
‘man, Capt. James Ware, Sgt. Harold Bénfield, and Sgt. James
Cash, arrived and Friedman served the subpoena.

To Robert Powers, the dance-hall incident has been

mishandled and has served only to further divide the
community., The ex-police chief who is an expert in race
relations, is particutarly proud of his work with former Gov.
Farl Warren and former state attorney General Robert
Kenney following World War 1I.

Powers authored several booklets on race relations prior to
1950, working with police departments throughout the state to
head off potential trouble. .

It is his belief that the important thing that must be done
among policemen Is not “improving skills, but improving
attitudes.”

“What we need here is one thing '— developing good
communications between city government and blacks which
we do not have now, nor do we have nutual confidence. It can
be done and it has been done,” he said.

“I believe in absolute equality before the law—and I firmly
believe and have proved experimentally that 1aw enforcement

officers can live with and gain the confidence of blacks. I-

know it can be done. I am only interested in developing unified
communities and alleviating prejudice.

He said each side must understand one another’s problems
and the only way to do that is get everyone involved in a room
and have them talk over the varying viewpoints. Problems
“can be talked out rather than fought out in the street,” he
said. %

Powers who is 69, said if things don’t change ‘‘we’re going

" to have one helluva mess.” Moreover, it is his view that-when
complaints were made about police conduct at the Fraternal
Hall, Police Chief Towle should have appointeda. board sof,
officers to hear the charges. ““This is routine procedure,” he
said, but it was never done, o €

The only formal investigation of the incident was conducted
by the Kern County Grand Jury which issued a three
paragraph statement saying only that no felonies were
committed, The grand jury took two days of secret testimony
on the mpatter, but as one member said, “we didn’t want to get
involved in politics.” The report was viewed by black leaders
as a “cop-out” and a “whitewash.” . -

The grand jury member, who asked not to-be identified,
said the touchy issue ended up being compromised by two
opposing factions. One side, he said, wanted to commend the
police for their actions at the hall, while the other side wanted
to condemn both the police and the teenagers who participated
in the fracas, In the end nothing was said about either side,
other than that no laws were broken. . )

Moreover, the grand jury member said it was his feeling
that the city should have handled the matter instead of passing
the buck and turning it over to the jury. The city coupcil voted
to have the jury investigate the matter when complaints about
police conduct were brought before it.

Black leaders, among them NAACP president Ralph
Anthony, wondered aloud why District Attorney Kit Nelson
had to appoint a special prosecutor at public expense to
prosecute the three convicted youths.

177

"Dance Hall Incident Still Has Repercussions' (con't)

Nelson said his 17-man staff was “busy” during the four-
day trial and that Friedman had been involved in the case .
when he worked in the DA’s office earlier in the year,

The refounding of the ACLU chapter is further evidence
that concerned citizens plan to keep a close check on the
activities of both local school districts and the police
department.

A police_ compla}int center and student rights center, staffed
; by Bakersfield residents, will be swinging into operation soon.

The chapter has broadly based support from blacks, college
, professor_s, and some prominent farmers and businessmen.
As one ACLU spokesman put it, “This is a last ditch effort
10 see if the ‘system’ will work.”
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Amelia R. Fry

Graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 1947
with a B.A. in psychology, wrote for campus magazine;
Master of Arts in educational psychology from the
University of Illinois in 1952, with heavy minors in
English for both degrees.

Taught freshman English at the University of Illinois
1947-48, and Hiram College (Ohio) 1954-55. Also
taught English as a foreign language in Chicago 1950-53.

Writes feature articles for various newspapers, was
reporter for a suburban daily 1966-67. Writes pro-
fessional articles for journals and historical
magazines.

Joined the staff of Regional Oral History Office in
February, 1959.

Conducted interview series on the history of conser-
vation and forestry history; then public administration
and politics.

Director - Earl Warren Oral History Project

Secretary - Oral History Association
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