
Regional Ora l  H i s to ry  O f f i c e  Un ive r s i t y  of  C a l i f o r n i a  
The Bancrof t  L ib ra ry  Berkeley,  C a l i f o r n i a  

Governmental H i s to ry  Documentation P r o j e c t  

Goodwin Knight/Edmund Brown, Sr . ,  Era 


REMEMBERING WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND 


Emelyn Knowland Jewe t t  My F a t h e r ' s  P o l i t i c a l  Philosophy 
and Colleagues 

E s t e l l e  Knowland Johnson My Fa the r  as Sena tor ,  Campaigner, 
and C iv i c  Leader 

Paul  Manolis A F r i end  and Aide Reminisces 

In te rv iews  Conducted by 

Ruth T e i s e r  i n  1979 


Copyright @ 1981 by t h e  Regents of  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  



T h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e s e a r c h  
p u r p o s e s .  No p a r t  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  may b e  q u o t e d  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n  of  t h e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  The B a n c r o f t  L i b r a r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a  a t  B e r k e l e y .  

R e q u e s t s  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  q u o t e  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  
s h o u l d  b e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  R e g i o n a l  O r a l  H i s t o r y  
O f f i c e ,  486 L i b r a r y ,  and s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p a s s a g e s  t o  b e  q u o t e d ,  a n t i c i p a t e d  u s e  
of  t h e  p a s s a g e s ,  and identification of t h e  u s e r .  

Copy No. 



GOVERNMENTAL HISTORY DOCUMENTATION PROJECT 


Advisory Council  

Don A .  Al len  
James Basse t t  
Walton E .  Bean* 
P e t e r  Behr 
William E. Bicker 
Paul  Bullock 
Lou Cannon 
Edmond Cos tan t in i  
William N. Davis 
A. I. Dickman 
Harold E. Geiogue 
Car l  Greenberg 
Michael H a r r i s  
P h i l  Kerby 
Vi rg in i a  Knight 
Frank Lanterman* 
Mary E l l e n  Leary 
Eugene C.  Lee 

Proj e c t  In t e rv iewers  

Malca Chal l  
Amelia R. Fry 
G a b r i e l l e  Morris 
James Rowland 
Sarah Sharp 
J u l i e  Shearer 

James R. W. Leiby 
Albe r t  Lepawsky 
Dean McHenry 
Frank ~ e s ~ l e ' *  
James R. M i l l s  
Edgar J. P a t t e r s o n  
C e c i l  F. Poole 
A. Alan Post  
Robert H. Power 
Bruce J. Poyer 
Albe r t  S. Rodda 
Richard Rodda 
Ed Salzman 
Mortimer D.  Schwartz 
Verne' Scoggins 
David Snyder 
Caspar Weinberger 

Spec ia l  In t e rv iewers  

Eleanor Glaser 
H a r r i e t  Nathan 
Suzanne Riess  
Miriam Feingold S t e i n  
Ruth Te i se r  

*Deceased dur ing  t h e  term of t h e  p r o j e c t .  





PREFACE 

Covering t h e  y e a r s  1953  t o  1966, t h e  Goodwin Knight-Edmund G .  "Pat" 
Brown, S r . ,  O r a l  H i s t o r y  S e r i e s  i s  t h e  second phase  o f  t h e  Governmental 
H i s t o r y  Documentation P r o j e c t  begun by t h e  Regional  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e  
i n  1969. That  y e a r  i n a u g u r a t e d  t h e  E a r l  Warren Era Oral H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t ,  
which produced i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  E a r l  Warren and o t h e r  p e r s o n s  prominent i n  
p o l i t i c s ,  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e ,  government a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and l e g i s l a t i o n  
d u r i n g  Warren's  C a l i f o r n i a  e r a ,  1925 t o  1953. 

The Knight-Brown s e r i e s  of i n t e r v i e w s  c a r r i e s  forward t h e  e a r l i e r  
i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  t o p i c s  o f :  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  governor ' s  o f f i c e ,  
i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and w i t h  i t s  own e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t -  
ments,  b i o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  abou t  Governors Knight and Brown and o t h e r  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and methods of cop ing  w i t h  t h e  r a p i d  s o c i a l  and 
economic changes o f  t h e  s t a t e .  Key i s s u e s  documented f o r  1953-1966 were:  
t h e  r i s e  and d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  Democratic p a r t y ,  t h e  impact  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  
Water P l a n ,  t h e  upheaval  o f  t h e  Vietnam War e s c a l a t i o n ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  punish- 
ment c o n t r o v e r s y ,  e l e c t i o n  law changes ,  new p o l i t i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r c e d  by 
t e l e v i s i o n  and i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i s m ,  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b ranch ,  
t h e  growth o f  f e d e r a l  programs i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and t h e  r i s i n g  awareness  of 
m i n o r i t y  groups .  From a w i d e r  view a c r o s s  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  
Knight-Brown p e r i o d  marks t h e  f i n a l  e r a  of C a l i f o r n i a ' s  P r o g r e s s i v e  
p e r i o d ,  which was ushered  i n  by Governor H i r a m  Johnson i n  1910 and which 
p rov ided  f o r  b o t h  p a r t i e s  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  o u t l i n e s  of government o rgan iza -  
t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  u n t i l  1966. 

The Warren E r a  p o l i t i c a l  f i l e s ,  which i n t e r v i e w e r s  had developed 
c o o p e r a t i v e l y  t o  p r o v i d e  a s y s t e m a t i c  background f o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  were 
updated by t h e  s t a f f  t o  t h e  y e a r  1966 w i t h  o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  of new t o p i c s  
added t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  n inety-one.  An e f f o r t  was made t o  r e c o r d  i n  g r e a t e r  
d e t a i l  t h o s e  more s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  and t r e n d s  by s e l e c t i n g  key p a r t i c i -  
p a n t s  who r e p r e s e n t  d i v e r s e  p o i n t s  of view. Most were q u e r i e d  on a  
l i m i t e d  number o f  t o p i c s  w i t h  which t h e y  were p e r s o n a l l y  connec ted ;  a few 
n a r r a t o r s  who possessed  unusual  b r e a d t h  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  were asked t o  d i s c u s s  
a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of s u b j e c t s .  Although t h e  t ime  frame of  t h e  s e r i e s  ends  
a t  t h e  November 1966 e l e c t i o n ,  when p o s s i b l e  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  t r a c e  e v e n t s  
on th rough  t h a t  d a t e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a l o g i c a l  b a s e l i n e  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  
s t u d y  o f  succeed ing  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  some n a r r a t o r s  whose exper-  
i e n c e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  Warren y e a r s  were q u e s t i o n e d  on t h a t  e a r l i e r  e r a  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  Knight-Brown p e r i o d .  



The p r e s e n t  s e r i e s  h a s  been f i n a n c e d  by g r a n t s  from t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  th rough  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  H e r i t a g e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Commission and t h e  
o f f i c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ,  and by some i n d i v i d u a l  d o n a t i o n s .  P o r t i o n s  
o f  s e v e r a l  memoirs were funded p a r t l y  by t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Women i n  P o l i t i c s  
P r o j e c t  under a g r a n t  from t h e  N a t i o n a l  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humani t ies ,  in-
c l u d i n g  a  matching g r a n t  from t h e  R o c k e f e l l e r  Foundat ion;  t h e  two p r o j e c t s  
were produced c o n c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  a j o i n t  e f f o r t  made f e a s i b l e  by 
o v e r l a p  of n a r r a t o r s ,  t o p i c s ,  and s t a f f  e x p e r t i s e .  

The Regional  O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  t a p e  r e c o r d  au tob io-  
g r a p h i c a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  pe rsons  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
and t h e  West. The O f f i c e  i s  under  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  James D .  
H a r t ,  D i r e c t o r  of The Bancrof t  L i b r a r y ,  and W i l l a  Baum, head o f  t h e  O f f i c e .  

Amelia R. F r y ,  P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r  
G a b r i e l l e  M o r r i s ,  P r o j e c t  C o o r d i n a t o r  



INTRODUCTION 

To augment the  in terv iews wi th  William F. Knowland conducted by Amelia 
Fry i n  1969 and 1973," which were c u r t a i l e d  by h i s  dea th  on February 24, 1974, 
t h r e e  of t h e  people c l o s e s t  t o  him were interviewed i n  1979: h i s  daughters ,  
E s t e l l e  Knowland (Mrs. Richard E.) Johnson, and Emelyn Knowland Jewe t t ;  and 
h i s  a i d e  and c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  Paul  Manolis. Helen Herr ick  Knowland Whyte, 
Senator  Knowland's f i r s t  wi fe ,  dec l ined  t o  be interviewed;  s h e  was ill, and 
she  d ied  on March 8 ,  1981. 

Mrs. Johnson was interviewed i n  h e r  Oakland penthouse on February 16,  1979. 
Paul  Manolis came t o  The Bancroft L ib ra ry  t o  be  interviewed i n  a  seminar room 
on A p r i l  24, 1979. The in t e rv iew wi th  Mrs. Jewet t  was he ld  i n  h e r  o f f i c e  a t  
t h e  Oakland Tribune,  where she  is  s e n i o r  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  on June 11, 1979. 
A l l  t h r e e  admired Senator  Knowland and spoke s e r i o u s l y  and though t fu l ly  t o  
t h e  purpose of i l l u m i n a t i n g  h i s  c a r e e r  and shedding l i g h t  upon c e r t a i n  
apparent  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  . 

There w a s  very  l i t t l e  e d i t i n g  by the  in terv iewees .  Mrs. Johnson made a 
few, bu t  ve ry  few, changes and a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  of h e r  i n t e rv iew.  
Mrs. Jewet t  made s e v e r a l  d e l e t i o n s  and s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n s .  M r .  Manolis 
l e t  t h e  t e x t  of t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  s t and  a s  i t  was r e tu rned  t o  him wi th  only  
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  e d i t i n g  c o r r e c t i o n s  made by t h e  in t e rv iewer .  

A l l  t h r e e  in t e rv iews  of t hese  people of a gene ra t ion  a f t e r  Senator Knowland, 
r e c o l l e c t i n g  and cons ider ing  him f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  dea th ,  he lp  f i l l  ou t  
t h e  l o s s  of h i s  own f u r t h e r  memoirs and g ive  va luab le  pe r spec t ive  upon h i s  
c a r e e r  and t h e  pub l i c  a f f a i r s  i n  which h e  played an  important  p a r t .  

Ruth Te i se r  
In terv iewer-edi tor  

Regional Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  
486 The Bancroft L ib ra ry  
Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berkeley 

*See in t e rv iew wi th  William F.  Knowland, "Ca l i fo rn ia  Republican P o l i t i c s  i n  
the  1 9 3 0 ~ ~ "  Campaigns, Volume 11, Regional Oral  His tory  i n  Earl Warren's 
Off ice ,  The Bancroft Library ,  Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berkeley, 1977. 
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[Date of In te rv iew:  11 June 1979)ilil 

The 1952 Convention and t h e  Pres idency  

Te i se r :  S h a l l  we begin wi th  t h e  1952 convent ion? Were you on t h e  t r a i n  
t o  t h e  convent ion? There w a s  s a i d  t o  be  a group from C a l i f o r n i a  
going t o  t h e  convention. Senator  Knowland w a s  n o t  on t h e  t r a i n ,  
b u t  o t h e r s  from h i s  group were. Nixon g o t  on a t  Denver and t r i e d  
t o  sway sent iment  away from Warren toward Eisenhower. 

Jewet t :  Yes, i t  w a s  
t h e r e . 

a d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  pledged t o  Warren when they went 

Te i se r :  Were you t h e r e ?  

Jewet t :  I b e l i e v e  I w a s  on t h a t  t r a i n  t r i p  going back t h e r e .  I have t o  
b e  candid wi th  you; as I s a y ,  I mix up one convent ion ve r sus  
ano the r .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d  a t t e n d  t h e  convention t h a t  you ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about ,  and I b e l i e v e  I w a s  on t h e  t r a i n .  You s a y  t h a t  w a s  
1952. That would have been a f t e r  I w a s  marr ied ,  and I know my 
husband d id  no t  a t t e n d  t h a t  convent ion,  and s o  whether o r  no t  
I a c t u a l l y  went on t h e  t r a i n  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I ' m  unsure.  I have 
no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Nixon boarding t h e  t r a i n  o r  what you were 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  a moment ago. 

Te i se r :  Were you aware t h a t  a t  t h a t  convent ion your f a t h e r  had been asked 
t o  p o s s i b l y  run  w-ith T a f t ?  

Jewet t :  Yes. 

Te i se r :  How d i d  t h a t  happen? Do you know? 

Jewet t :  Well, I d i d n ' t  s i t  i n  on any of t h e  meetings of t h e  Republican 
l e a d e r s  o r  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s .  I do r e c a l l  being aware, n o t  on ly  
from my f a t h e r  t e l l i n g  me, b u t  a l s o  from some of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  
who were f r i e n d s  of mine, t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e r e  had been a s t rong  
e f f o r t  t o  encourage my f a t h e r  t o  r e l e a s e  e a r l y  on i n  t h e  convention 
t h e  Warren-pledged d e l e g a t e s  f o r  t h e  expressed purpose o f ,  w e l l ,  
g i v i n g  them a f r e e  choice;  b u t  t h e  thought w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
more suppor t  i n  t h a t  d e l e g a t i o n  f o r  T a f t  than  f o r  any o t h e r  can-
d i d a t e ,  and a c t u a l l y  I t h i n k  t h a t  my f a t h e r  was a ve ry  s t r o n g  
suppor t e r  of T a f t  and would have l i k e d  ve ry  much t o  s e e  him 
nominated as p r e s i d e n t .  But my f a t h e r  w a s  a man of g r e a t  i n t e g r i t y ,  
and he  was pledged t o  Warren and wouldn't  cons ider  r e l e a s i n g  t h e  
d e l e g a t i o n  u n t i l  Warren s a i d  [ t o ]  r e l e a s e  t h e  de l ega t ion .  And I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  Dad n e c e s s a r i l y  had t h e  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a r ead  chance of succes s  of Warren r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
nomination, bu t  you never  know when a convent ion g e t s  i n t o  a 

##This symbol i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t a p e  o r  a segment of  a t a p e  has 
begun o r  ended. For a guide t o  t h e  t apes  s e e  page 22. 



Jewet t :  	 deadlock, and C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  a very p i v o t a l  b lock  of vo te s .  There 
was t h a t  vague chance t h a t  i t  might have t o  be worked o u t ,  and h e  
f e l t  o b l i g a t e d  t o  hold t h a t  d e l e g a t i o n  toge the r  t o  i t s  pledge u n t i l  
Warren r e l e a s e d  i t .  

I w a s  t o l d  t h a t  Dad ELad been t o l d  and urged t h a t  i f  h e  d id  
r e l e a s e  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  h e  would b e  T a f t r s  cho ice  f o r  running 
mate, and i t  would have been a  good t i c k e t .  And, of cou r se ,  a s  
h i s t o r y  shows i t ,  T a f t  d i ed  w i t h i n  f o u r  yea r s  of t h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  
and i f  Dad had been h i s  running mate and i f  they had been e l e c t e d ,  
Dad would have become p r e s i d e n t  a s  t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  acceding 
t o  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  So i t ' s  one of t hose  t h i n g s  t h a t ,  h i n d s i g h t ,  
you never  know what might have been had circumstances been 
d i f f e r e n t .  But Dad would have never  made a  d e a l  t o  do something 
t h a t  went back on h i s  word and h i s  i n t e g r i t y  i n  o rde r  t o  f u r t h e r  
h i s  own c a r e e r .  He should have--I mean i n  my judgment, I th ink  
h e  should have done i t  because nobody e l s e  w a s  watching o u t  f o r  
h i s  i n t e r e s t s .  Why shou ldn ' t  he  have,  because i t  was t h e  t h i n g  
he r e a l l y  wanted i n  l i f e .  That man wanted t o  be P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
United S t a t e s .  He never  admi t ted  i t  p u b l i c l y ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  where 
h i s  whole c a r e e r  was shoo t ing  f o r .  Tha t ' s  where he wanted t o  be. 
Tha t ' s  where h e  thoroughly expected . to  be a t  some p o i n t  i n  h i s  
c a r e e r  and t h i s  was one of t h e  avenues by which he  could have 
accomplished i t .  

Te i se r :  	 How long  ago do you t h i n k  h e  conceived t h a t ?  

Jewet t :  	 That he wanted t o  be P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United S t a t e s ?  I t h i n k  he  
conceived i t  when he w a s  i n  h igh  school .  I t h i n k  i t  was a l i f e -
time ambit ion.  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  h i s  f a t h e r t s  ambit ion f o r  him. 
Unlike today,  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s  and even be fo re  then  
i t  was n o t  p o l i t i c ,  i t  was n o t  good form, t o  admit t h a t  you wanted 
t o  be p r e s i d e n t .  For some reason  everyone always f e l t  they had 
to .  deny t h a t  t h i s  was what they wanted t o  do. And I heard my 
f a t h e r  deny i t ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you how many t imes ,  p u b l i c l y ,  i n  
speeches and p r e s s  conferences.  But t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  ma t t e r  is ,  
yes ,  he d i d  want t o  be p r e s i d e n t .  

T e i s e r :  	 Do you t h i n k  he and h i s  f a t h e r  d i scussed  i t ?  

Jewet t :  	 Oh, I ' m  s u r e  they d id ,  I ' m  s u r e  they d i d ,  and I d iscussed  i t  wi th  
him. I know t h a t  h e  wanted t o  be p r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  i t  was no t  t h e  
p o l i t i c  t h i n g  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  was w h t  you wanted t o  do. I f  
i t  happened and i f  you could work your f o o t p r i n t s  a long i n  t h e  
r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  m a k e ' i t  happen, t h a t  was t h e  way you d i d  i t .  
I t h i n k  i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t  now. People a r e  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  come o u t  
and say ,  "Yes, I ' d  l i k e  t o  be  considered as a  cand ida t e , "  o r  "I 
want t o  run."  They were a l l  r e l u c t a n t  dragons be fo re .  



Jewet t :  I t h i n k  t h a t  ano the r  t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  denied (and maybe I ' m  going 
i n t o  areas t h a t  you don ' t  want,  b u t  t h e  thought comes t o  me), 
a l t hough  he  never p u b l i c l y  admi t ted  i t  and a l though  i t  wasn ' t  
t h e  s o l e  reason  f o r  his d e c i s i o n  t o  r e t i r e  from t h e  Senate  and 
r u n  f o r  governor,  t h a t  -w a s  p a r t  of h i s  p lan .  He  d i d  f e e l ,  even 
though h e  denied i t  p u b l i c l y ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  a f i r m e r  s t epp ing  s t o n e  
t o  t h e  pres idency  from t h e  governorship than  i t  would be  from 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Senate.  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  (I could b e  wrong, 
you can check t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  on t h i s )  b u t  1 do r e c a l l  
Dad t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  there--and I d o n ' t  know whether h e  s a i d  
1I never1'--there never  has  been, o r  seldom has  been a p r e s i d e n t  
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime who had come o u t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
Senate .  They had come e i t h e r  from t h e  execu t ive  branch of 
government o r  from governorships.  I d o n ' t  know, bu t  I t h i n k  
Jack  Kennedy w a s  t h e  f i r s t  Senator  t h a t  came s t r a i g h t  from t h e  
Senate  i n t o  t h e  White House. Then, of course ,  Goldwater became 
a cand ida t e ,  and Nixon, and then  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few, and 
now t h e  Senate  seems t o  b e  t h e  breeding  ground of p r e s i d e n t i a l  
cand ida t e s .  

The Decis ion t o  Run f o r  Governor 

Jewet t :  	 But I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  response  t o  your ques t ion  of Dad's d e s i r e  
t o  e v e n t u a l l y  s e r v e  i n  t h e  White House, t h e  d e s i r e  was t h e r e  
and part of h i s  reason--although n o t  h i s  main reason ,  bu t  p a r t  
of h i s  reason--for running  f o r  governor had t o  do w i t h  t h a t  
d e s i r e .  

Te i se r :  	 What w a s  h i s  main reason?  

Jewet t :  	 H i s  main reason  was as he  s t a t e d .  My recol lect ion--check t h e  
record-- is  t h a t  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  had served  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Senate  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  and h e  f e l t  t h a t  h e  had made a l l  t h e  con-
t r i b u t i o n  h e  could t h e r e  and he  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  were t h i n g s  t h a t  
h e  could do i n  another  o f f i c e ,  namely t h e  o f f i c e  of governor of 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  and h e  wanted t h e  cha l l enge ,  and t h a t  was v a l i d .  

There were pe r sona l  reasons .  L i f e  i n  Washington was very  tough 
on my, mother. This  is  n o t  unique t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  spectrum of 
people  whose wives have t o  go through being t o r n  from t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  
The husband's f i r s t  l o v e  is h i s  job i n  Washington, The w i f e  has  
t o  make new f r i e n d s .  Her c h i l d r e n  and grandchi ldren  a r e  o u t  
h e r e .  The s t r a i n  of be ing  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  campaign, be ing  involved 
i n  t h e  Washington l i f e - - I  t h i n k  he  was looking  towards, i f  he  
could g e t  Mother back i n  Oakland and i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e i r  pe r sona l  
l i f e  would be  b e t t e r .  That was v a l i d .  



Jewet t :  	 The o t h e r  s t a t e d  reason  (and t h i s  a l s o  was t r u e )  was t h a t  he  
f e l t  i t  was important  f o r  him t o  r e t u r n  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  where he  
could be  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  fami ly  bus iness .  My grandfa ther  was 
g e t t i n g  along i n  yea r s ,  h e  was s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  bus ines s  
b u t  h e  was w e l l  i n t o  h i s  e i g h t i e s .  H e  was depending more and 
more upon Dad f o r  bus ines s  advice .  Dad was i n  Washington. This  
was a  b i g  bus ines s ,  and it requ i r ed  fami ly  l eade r sh ip ,  and Dad 
w a s  t h e  only  o t h e r  member of t h e  fami ly  who could provide  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  and s o  s i n c e r e l y  h e  f e l t  t h a t  i f  he  were i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
dur ing  t h i s  i n t e r i m  per iod  of my g randfa the r ' s  d e c l i n i n g  yea r s  
he  could be  of more h e l p ,  and those  were hones t  reasons  and those  
were h i s  p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  ones.  

Te i se r :  	 We have heard t h a t  J . R .  Knowland was angry when he  heard t h a t  
your f a t h e r  was going t o  n o t  s t and  aga in  f o r  t h e  Senate .  

J ewe t t :  	 That is  c o r r e c t .  My g randfa the r  t o l d  me t h a t  too.  He f e l t  t h a t  
Dad was making a d r e a d f u l  mistake.  He t o l d  him so  pe r sona l ly .  
He was opposed t o  my f a t h e r  running f o r  governor--not opposed 
t o  him running f o r  governor per  s e ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  
i n  t ime. He f e l t  t h a t  Dad was a t  t h e  p innac le  of h i s  c a r e e r ,  
t h a t  he had a l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n .  

H e  r e a l l y  d id  n o t  t h i n k  he  had a chance of being e l e c t e d  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  t o  t h e  s e a t  of governor.  It was going t o  be  a  r a t h e r  . 
e x c i t i n g  primary campaign, t o  say  noth ing  about  t h e  gene ra l  
campaign. He l i k e d  my Dad t o  be  a  winner.  Dad had never  been 
de fea t ed  i n  any e l e c t i o n ,  and h e  w a s  a shoe-in t o  be  r e - e l ec t ed  
a s  Senator ,  no ques t ion .  He could have been re -e lec ted  i f  he  had 
s t ayed  i n  t h a t  s e a t .  My g randfa the r  w a s  a p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i s t .  
I t ' s  t r u e  he was opposed t o  him running.  But n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  when 
t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made h e  supported him i n  every way t h a t  h e  
could.  He d i d n ' t  thwart  h i s  candidacy i n  any way. 

T e i s e r :  	 When he decided t o  run  f o r  governor,  do you t h i n k  h e  foresaw t h a t  
Knight would no t  run  a g a i n s t  him? 

Jewet t :  	 No. I n  f a c t ,  Dad never r a n  away from a  f i g h t  i n  h i s  l i f e .  Desp i t e  
a l l  t hose  arguments and s p e c u l a t i o n  about  d e a l s  and s o  on and s o  
f o r t h ,  Dad w a s  d i s appo in t ed ,  I th ink ,  when Knight changed h i s  
mind and decided t o  run  f o r  t h e  Senate .  Dad went i n t o  t h i s  
w i t h  h i s  eyes wide open. He decided t h a t  h e  wanted t o  run  f o r  
governor,  he  f e l t  t h a t  h e  would be  a  b e t t e r  governor than  Goodie 
Knight, he  be l ieved  he  could  b e a t  whoever t h e  cand ida t e  [was] 
t h a t  w a s  p u t  up a g a i n s t  him. H e  d id  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  i t  w a s  unheal thy 
t o  have a  primary f i g h t  w i t h i n  your own p a r t y  and s e l e c t  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  candida te .  He be l i eved  i n  t h e  primary system, and t h a t ' s  



Jewet t :  	 what i t  was a l l  about .  And h e  saw no reason--in f q c t ,  he d i d  
no t  a l low h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  Knight o u t  of t h e  p i c t u r e  
i n  o rde r  t o  l e a v e  a p l a c e  f o r  Dad. 

Te i se r :  	 There were and still are, I guess ,  those  who s a y  t h a t  a g r e a t  d e a l  
of p r e s s u r e  was p u t  on Knight by Nixon and v a r i o u s  o t h e r s .  There 
are t a l e s  of a meeting i n  Arizona where everybody jumped on Knight 
and s a i d ,  "Now, s t a y  o u t  of t h e  governor 's  r a c e .  '' 

Jewet t :  	 I d o n ' t  d i s coun t  t h a t  t h a t  may ve ry  w e l l  be  t r u e .  But I do say 
t h a t  my f a t h e r  w a s  n o t  b&ind any p r e s s u r e  t o  g e t  Knight o u t  of 
t h e  r a c e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  his p o l i t i c a l  suppor t e r s  may ve ry  w e l l  
have been, o r  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  of b o t h  men who d i d n ' t  want t o  s e e  
t h e s e  two men running a g a i n s t  each o t h e r  and were a f r a i d  of a 
primary f i g h t ,  and i f  I was a c t i v e  i n  Republican p o l i t i c a l  t h i n g s  
I might a l s o  have t r i e d  t o  avoid that f i g h t  so t h a t  you g e t  a l l  
t h e  f o r c e s  r a l l i e d  behind one cand ida t e ,  But Dad d i d  no t  i n s t i g a t e  
nor  suppor t  any move t o  g e t  Knight o u t  of the r a c e .  

Te i se r :  	 There w a s  a l s o  some sugges t ion  t h a t  your.  f a t h e r  might r e s i g n  
b e f o r e  t h e  end of h i s  term s o  t h a t  Knight could appo in t  himself  
t o  t h e  Senate--or some v e r y  complicated maneuver., Have you ever  
heard of t h i s ?  

Jewet t :  [pause]  You're r e a l l y  d igging  back i n t o  my thoughts ,  and r i g h t  
now I c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t  I d i d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  is n o t  t o  be  
d iscounted .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  may have been those  who might have 
sugges ted ,  when h e  had announced h e  was going t o  run  f o r  governor,  
t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c  t h i n g  t o  do i n  o rde r  t o  ea se  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  would have been f o r  him t o  
r e s i g n  i n  o rde r  t o  l e t  Knight appo in t  himself so  t h a t  Knight could 
then  r u n  a s  t h e  fncumbent, That i s  r a t i o n a l ,  and I can s e e  how 
t h a t  would have been, b u t  I a l s o  know that Dad be l i eved  i n  t h e  
r i g h t  of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  cand ida t e s  and i f ,  i n  
f a c t ,  t h a t  ques t ion  was posed t o  him which I d o n ' t  know whether 
i t  w a s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  p u t t i n g  myself w i t h i n  h i s  frame of r e f e r e n c e  
and h i s  t h ink ing ,  I th ink  h e  would have turned i t  down on t h e  
b a s i s  t h a t  h e  was coming i n t o  a primary f i g h t  and he f e l t  t h e  
e l e c t o r a t e  should have t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  s e l e c t  whoever would 
s e r v e  i n  h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Senate.  And i n  a l l  candor,  
I t m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  he  r e a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  Knight was t h a t  s t r o n g  a  
personage f o r  e i t h e r  p o s i t i o n .  Dad would -n o t  have considered 
running a g a i n s t  Knight i f  h e  had no t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was something 
l ack ing  i n  Knight 's  a b i l i t i e s  o r  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

However, i f  a Republican had been e l e c t e d  Senator  i n  '58, I 
b e l i e v e  Dad would have res igned  some t ime between November '58 and 
January '59, i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  t h e  new Senator  some degree  of 
s e n i o r i t y  over t h e  o t h e r  freshman Senators ,  



Te i se r  : 

Jewet t : 

Te i se r  : 

Jewet t :  

Te i se r : 


Jewet t :  


T e i s e r : 


Jewet t :  

Your mother,  I t h i n k ,  expressed h e r s e l f  about  Knight i n  a famous 
l e t t e r  t o  Republican leaders .*  Did your f a t h e r  know about  t h a t  
l e t t e r  be fo re  i t  went o u t ,  do you th ink?  

I d o n ' t  know; I r e a l l y  don ' t  know t h e  answer t o  t h a t .  There was 
very  l i t t l e  t h a t  Dad d i d n ' t  know about .  However, l e t ' s  assume 
t h a t  he  d i d  know about  t h e  l e t t e r  and l e t ' s  j u s t  assume f o r  t h e  
sake  of argument t h a t  f o r  some reason  he ob jec t ed  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  
That wouldn't  n e c e s s a r i l y  have stopped Mother from sending i t  
o u t  i f  she  be l i eved  i t  was r i g h t .  She had been h i s  c l o s e s t  
p o l i t i c a l  con f idan te  and a l l y  and suppor te r  a l l  through h i s  marr iage  
and h i s  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  and she  had given him good adv ice  a l l  t h e  
way along.  She be l i eved  c e r t a i n  t h ings  were i n  h i s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  
and i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  was another  thing--maybe s h e  was wrong, b u t  
I d o n ' t  t h ink  she  would have been dissuaded from doing what she  
f e l t  was r i g h t  f o r  he r  B i l l y .  

[ laughs]  I remember hea r ing  someone say  t h a t  a t  every meeting 
where your f a t h e r  spoke, your mother was g iv ing  him a b s o l u t e l y  
r a p t  a t t e n t i o n .  

-

I t h i n k  s h e  marveled a t  t h e  man and h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  comprehend t h e  
major i s s u e s .  She r e a l l y  d i d .  She was h i s  ch ief  suppor t e r ,  and 
i t  wasn ' t  j u s t  a  m a r i t a l  t h i n g  where you suppor t  your husband 
come h e l l  o r  h igh  water .  She be l i eved ;  s h e  be l ieved  t h a t  B i l l y  
could be t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of t h i s  n a t i o n  and of t h e  world and a l l  
those  wonderful t h ings  t h a t  you l i k e  t o  t h i n k  about of a  s ta tesman.  
Mother wasn ' t  brainwashed i n t o  i t .  She be l i eved ,  she  pushed, s h e  
s u s t a i n e d  him. 

The campaign f o r  t h e  governorship--I'm b r ing ing  you a l l  t he  rumors! 

Well,  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

The L.A. Times was s a i d  t o  have played a p a r t  i n  your f a t h e r ' s  
d e c i s i o n  t o  run  f o r  governor because they wanted a " r i g h t  t o  work" 
candida te .  They d i d n ' t  want Knight because he was too c l o s e  t o  
l a b o r  and so they ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  pu t  p re s su re  (through Kyle Palmer 
poss ib ly )  on your f a t h e r  t o  run.  Does t h a t  square  wi th  anyth ing  
you know? 

Again I c a n ' t  r e f u t e  i t .  [pause]  My f a t h e r  was n o t  one t o  be 
e a s i l y  pressured  by anyone so I would s t r o n g l y  doubt t h a t  any 
s i n g l e  f o r c e  pu t  p re s su re  upon him t o  do something t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  
want t o  do anyway. I n  f a c t ,  I could almost c a t e g o r i c a l l y  say  t h a t .  

*Reported i n  t h e  Los Angeles Times, October 26, 1958. 



The 1958 Campaign and t h e  I s s u e s  

Jewet t :  	 A s  f a r  a s  t h e  " r i g h t  t o  work" i s s u e ,  and undoubtedly y o u F l l  have 
some ques t ions  about  that, b u t  this thought  j u s t  comes t o  m e  now 
which I ' d  l i k e  t o  say .  Dad d i d  no t  s e l e c t  nor want t h e  " r i g h t  t o  
work" t o  be  t h e  p la t form o r  t h e  i s s u e  upon which he ran . .  H e  
d i d n ' t  go i n t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  He d i d n ' t  expect  t h a t  t o  
be  t h e  i s s u e  and h e  d i d n ' t  want it  t o  be the i s s u e .  

Now, t h a t  deserves  an  explana t ion .  "Right t o  work" per  s e ,  t h e  
way i t  developed, was n o t  a proposa l  t h a t  w a s  developed by o r  
presented  by Dad. The way t h a t  t h a t  came up a s  an  i s s u e  i n  his 
campaign ( the re  was a " r i g h t  t o  work" i s s u e ) ,  h e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  
c a l l  i t  vo lun ta ry  unionism, and that is t h e  way h e  spoke of i t  
a t  a p r e s s  conference  some p l ace ,  and I guess  i t  was a f t e r  he 'd  
announced f o r  t h e  governorship and h e  was t a l k i n g  about  vo lun ta ry  
unionism. There i s  a d i s t i n c t i o n .  So much t ime has  passed r i g h t  
now t h a t  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  t e l l  you what t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  was between 
what he c a l l e d  vo lun ta ry  unionism and what t h e  " r i g h t  t o  work" 
people had a s  t h e i r  p r o p o s i t i o n  (18 o r  whatever i t  was a t  t h a t  
t ime),* b u t  t h e r e  was a d i s t i n c t i o n .  

Dad was asked a t  a p r e s s  conference  by C l i n t  Mosher of t h e  
San Franc isco  Examiner, I t h i n k ,  d id  he  suppor t  t h e  "righ.t t o  
work" i s s u e .  H i s  response  was, "That is  an i n i t i a t i v e  b e f o r e  t h e  
v o t e r s  of C a l i f o r n i a  and t h a t ' s  what t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  process  is 
a l l  about  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  f o r  t h e  v o t e r s  of C a l i f o r n i a  t o  
determine." Then they proceeded one s t e p  f u r t h e r  and s a i d ,  "If  
t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  (18?--how can  I f o r g e t  what number i t  was?) is 
passed,  w i l l  you a s  governor suppor t  i ts  implementation?" H i s  
response was i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  because h e  s a i d ,  "Obviously, i f  
I am governor and t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  passes  I w i l l  u se  every th ing  
t h a t ' s  i n  my o f f i c e  t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  mechanical ly  i t  does work 
ou t . "  Right  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  he  was l a b e l e d  a s  a suppor t e r  of t h e  
" r i g h t  t o  work" i n i t i a t i v e .  Now, a c t u a l l y ,  I imagine h e  c a s t  a 
f a v o r a b l e  v o t e  f o r  t h e  " r i g h t  t o  work" i n i t i a t i v e ,  b u t  h e  d id  
n o t  p o l i t i c  f o r  i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  But he was backed i n t o  t h e  
co rne r .  The p r e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Mosher, wouldn ' t  l e t  him a lone  
on t h e  i s s u e .  He would -n o t  go o u t  and say ,  " I ' m  opposed t o  it" 
because he  wasn ' t .  He wouldn't  have w r i t t e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h e  

*Propos i t ion  1 8  on t h e  b a l l o t .  



Jewe t t : 

T e i s e r  : 

Jewet t :  

Te is  e r  : 


Jewet t :  


Te i s  e r  : 


Jewet t : 


T e i s e r : 


Jewe t t :  


way i t  w a s  w r i t t e n  i f  he  had had t h e  oppor tun i ty .  He d i d n ' t  approve 
thoroughly of t h e  way i t  was w r i t t e n ,  and i t  was n o t  a p o l i t i c  
t h i n g  t o  have t r i e d  t o  suppor t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  time i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
and he  knew b e t t e r  than  anyone e l s e ,  b u t  h e  was saddled wi th  i t .  
I t 's  kind of l i k e  have you stopped b e a t i n g  your mother-in-law? 
There ' s  no r i g h t  way t o  answer t h e  ques t ion .  

It seems a t  t h i s  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  he should have been a b l e  t o  f i n d '  
some o t h e r  i s s u e  t o  c a t c h  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  publ ic .  Did anyone 
ever  sugges t  a way t o  t a k e  t h e  whole t h i n g  i n t o  ano the r  i s s u e ?  

I c a n ' t  respond t o  t h a t .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  must have been a l o t  of 
d i s c u s s i o n  about  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  up what he considered t h e  more 
c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  Not t h a t  this wasn ' t  a  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  because 
i t  was here .  I mean i t  -was a c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  and h e  wasn ' t  going 
t o  back away from i t  and he w a s  n o t  going t o  negate--get i n t o  an  
an t i - " r igh t  t o  work" t h i n g  because h e  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  He 
c e r t a i n l y  wasn ' t  going t o  r e f u s e  t o  respond t o  ques t ions  t h a t  were 
asked. He t r i e d  t o  be candid and hones t  and i t  s t r a n g l e d  him i n  
t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  p r e s s  and, goodness, what can I say about t h e  p r e s s ?  
Tha t ' s  ou r  bus iness .  You'd t h i n k  he would have known b e t t e r  how 
t o  handle  them being i n  t h a t  bus ines s ,  bu t  he  d i d n ' t .  The p r e s s  
wouldn't  l e t  him drop t h e  i s s u e .  So as f a r  a s  o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  r i g h t  
now--I know t h e r e  were o t h e r  i s s u e s  i n  t h a t  campaign bu t  i t  was 
s o  overshadowed by t h e  " r i g h t  t o  work" i s s u e  t h a t  my memory c a n ' t  
even go back. I f  you were t o  r e f r e s h  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  o r  i f  I were 
t o  r ead  some a r t i c l e s ,  I ' m  s u r e  I ' d  come up wi th  them. 

A group of women campaigned f o r  your. f a t h e r  i n  h i s  absence. 

Oh, t h e  g i r l s ?  

Yes. Were you with t h a t  group? 

Indeed I was. 

What was i t  l i k e ?  That w a s  a remarkable--

Well, f i r s t  of a l l  l e t  me exp la in  why t h a t  group went o u t ,  aga in ,  
t o  s e t  h i s t o r y  s t r a i g h t .  Dad d id  no t  r e s i g n  from t h e  Senate.  He 
s t i l l  was i n  t h e  Senate .  He f e l t  t h a t  he had been e l e c t e d  by t h e  
people t o  s e rve  a s  t h e  United S t a t e s  Senator  and i t  w a s  a ve ry  
c r i t i c a l  time i n  Senate  bus iness .  They were meeting through the  
summer and f a l l .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  they  on ly  took a  two-week r e c e s s  
around e l e c t i o n  time and then  a t  Christmas time. It w a s  one of 
those  yea r s  when t h e  Senate  met r i g h t  through t h e  summer i n s t e a d  
of t ak ing  a long per iod  of t ime o f f ,  and how i n  t h e  heck was he  
going t o  campaign? He f e l t  t h a t  his o b l i g a t i o n  was t o  be i n  



Jewet t :  	 Washington. I do r e c a l l  s i t t i n g  i n  meetings wi th  some of his 
p o l i t i c a l  a d v i s o r s  i n  our  home i n  Piedmont [Gullford Road] and 
they  were r e a l l y  p re s su r ing  h i m  [ t h a t ]  he  had t o  t a k e  more time 
o u t  of Washington t o  be o u t  h e r e  t o  campaign, and he  s a i d ,  "And 
then I ' m  s u b j e c t  t o  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  n o t  doing t h e  job t o  which I ' v e  
a l r e a d y  been e l e c t e d ;  no, I w i l l  j u s t  have t o  make speeches when 
I can and l e t  my message be c a r r i e d  by o t h e r s . "  

Te i se r :  	 I ' l l  i n t e r r u p t  t o  a s k  who were t h e s e  adv i so r s ;  do you r e c a l l ?  

Jewet t :  	 I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Out of t h a t  meeting i n  t h e  house came a sugges t ion  t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  p u b l i c i t y  could be developed f o r  h i s  campaign i f  h i s  w i f e  
and daughters  went on some s o r t  of a t ou r  t h a t  would draw t o g e t h e r  
w i th  Republican women's groups and t h i n g s  t o  g i v e  p u b l i c i t y  i n  
va r ious  communities. So i t  w a s  a way of keeping h i s  campaign a l i v e .  
The d e c i s i o n  was made and i n  a v e r y  s h o r t  t ime t h e  bus t o u r  was 
s e t  up and t h e  kick-off w a s  down i n  Los Angeles on May Day, a s  I 
r e c a l l .  This  was f o r  t h e  primary campaign. We went on a bus f o r  
t h i r t y  days,  and i t  was r i g o r o u s .  It t r u l y  was. There w a s  my 
mother, my s i s t e r ,  myself ,  and my s i s t e r - in - l aw  (.my b r o t h e r ' s  
wife)--the f o u r  of us g i r l s .  

We had a good t ime doing i t .  Maybe we got  a l i t t l e  f l i p  du r ing  
t h e  th ing .  Remember, we were a l l  young. We were a l l  i n  our  e a r l y  
twent ies .  Mother was a t t r a c t i v e  and a r t i c u l a t e .  She w a s  t h e  
spokesperson, and s h e  was a good speechmaker and she  knew Dad's 
i s s u e s  and h i s  p o s i t i o n  and she  could speak as i f  s h e  were he. 
So t h e  meetings were f r u i t f u l .  People could a s k  ques t ions  about  
Dad's p o s i t i o n s  and Mother responded t o  them. We t h r e e  g i r l s  
were j u s t  t h e r e .  It was always popular  t o  show o f f  your fami ly  
i n  a s t r o n g  f ami ly  u n i t .  Then we g o t  a l i t t l e  s i l l y  on the  bus 
a few t imes and began making up songs and w e  would s i n g  songs 
o u t  of t h e  bus and suddenly people--my s i s t e r - in - l aw  is q u i t e  
musical  and good a t  t h e  p iano ,  and werd make up d i t t i e s  t h a t  went 
t o  f a m i l i a r  r e f r a i n s  and we'd w r i t e  our  own words, and suddenly 
we were being asked a t  a l l  of t h e s e  meet ings t o  s i n g  t h e  songs 
a t  t h e  end. Suddenly we go t  t h e  words p r i n t e d  up and t h e  whole 
audience was s i n g i n g  them. Hindsight  being what i t  is ,  maybe 
t h a t  wasn ' t  t h e  image t h a t  my f a t h e r  and t h e  people  expected, I 
don ' t  know. But i t  a t  l e a s t  made t h e  passage of t hose  t h i r t y  
days a l i t t l e  more p l e a s a n t  f o r  u s  young f o l k s  t h a t  were on t h e  
bus tou r .  

T e i s e r :  	 Was i t  hard  f o r  t h e  women t o  g e t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  and t h e  r e s p e c t  
of t he  men i n  t h e  county o rgan iza t ions?  



Jewett: 

T e i s e r : 


Jewe t t :  


T e i s e r : 


Jewett : 


T e i s e r  : 

Jewet t: 

T e i s e r : 


Jewe t t :  


Oh, heaven 's  no,  heaven ' s  no! You'd have t o  a s k  my mother--you 
d o n ' t  know my mother i f  you a s k  t h a t .  Mother 's  a ve ry  b r i g h t ,  
v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  a r t i c u l a t e ,  femin ine  woman. She had been a t  
my f a t h e r ' s  s i d e  a l l  through h i s  c a r e e r .  She knew a s  many of t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a s  he d i d .  She 
was warmly r ece ived  everywhere,  t r e a t e d  on  a  p a r  n o t  j u s t  because 
s h e  was h i s  w i f e  b u t  because s h e  was a b r i g h t ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
i n t e l l i g e n t  person.  No, t h e r e  w a s  no problem of h e r  ga in ing  t h e  
ear of anyone s h e  wanted t o  g a i n  t h e  e a r  o f .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

Then i n  t h e  cou r se  of  t h e  whole campaign d i d  i t  appear  t h a t  i t  
w a s  going t o  end i n  d e f e a t ?  

Well, I can r e c a l l  November whatever-i t-was,  t h e  day of t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  
when he  was d e f e a t e d .  We went over  t o  t h e  headqua r t e r s  i n  San 
F ranc i s co  and h i s  concess ion  speech was made. I know what my 
thoughts  were. Maybe sometimes you j u s t  d o n ' t  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  winds 
of p rog re s s  t h a t  are o u t  t h e r e  because c e r t a i n l y  I had f r i e n d s  
who would t e l l  m e ,  "Your f a t h e r  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  have a  chance. Th i s  
' r i g h t  t o  work' i s s u e  i s  going t o  k i l l  him." I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t .  
I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Dad be l i eved  i t .  Dad thought  
he  was going t o  win t h a t  e l e c t i o n .  He knew i t  was a tough b a t t l e ,  
b u t  he  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  he  would b e  de fea t ed .  

Up .to t h e  l a s t  minute?  

Those were s i n c e r e  t e a r s  i n  t h e  eyes  o f .  my f a t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  He 
h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  been prepared  f o r  d e f e a t .  A s  h i s  daugh te r ,  obvious' ly 
I shared  t h e  same concern.  Now, I t h i n k  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a d v i s o r s  
and h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  and t h e  Republ ican people  throughout  t h e  
s t a t e  sensed  t h e  d e f e a t ,  b u t  my f a t h e r  d i d n ' t .  H e  was a  winner.  
He had never  been de fea t ed  i n  any th ing  i n  h i s  l i f e  and h e  c o u l d n ' t  
b r i n g  himself  t o  see t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of d e f e a t .  So I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he  expected t h a t  d e f e a t  u n t i l  e l e c t i o n  day. 

A f t e r  t h e  primary t h e r e  w a s  a shake-up i n  h i s  campaign o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
Do you remember t h a t ?  Ed Sha t tuck  w a s  r ep l aced  a s  i t s  chairman. 

No, I remember Ed Sha t tuck  v e r y  w e l l .  Maybe i t  you t e l l  me who 
he  w a s  r ep l aced  by i t  might h e l p  me. [pause]  No, I c a n ' t  h e l p  
you w i t h  t h a t .  

It sounded a s  i f  a f t e r  t h e  primary someone r e a l i z e d  a need f o r  a  
rea l ignment .  

Well ,  t h a t  may ve ry  w e l l  be.  I d o n ' t  know. 



Te i se r :  	 Let  me go back t o  t h e  Republican Nat iona l  Convention of 1952 f o r  
A moment, A t  the t i m e  t h a t  i t  became apparent  a t  t h e  convent ion 
t h a t  Eisenhower would win t h e  nomination, i t  has  been s a i d  t h a t  
your f a t h e r  a t tempted r i g h t  away t o  g e t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
chairman and v o t e  C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  him, s i n c e  i t  was apparent  t h a t  
Governor Warren would n o t  win--and t h a t  h e  t r i e d  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  
g e t  t h e  chairman t o  r ecogn ize  him. Were you t h e r e ?  Do you 
remember t h a t ?  

Jewet t :  	 I f  you say  so t h a t  may be r i g h t .  That d i d n t t  seem t o  me t o  be-- 
obvious ly  once t h e  t h i n g  i s  a f a i t  accompli everybody is  scrambling 
t o  g e t  on t h e  bandwagon, and i f  t h a t ' s  what you a r e  say ing  he  was 
t r y i n g  t o  do I won't d i s p u t e  i t .  

Te i se r :  	 No, I d o n ' t  know t h a t  h e  w a s .  It was j u s t  a ques t ion .  

Jewet t :  	 I don ' t  know. I don ' t  know. 

Giving Oakland Leadership 

T e i s e r :  	 Following 1958 then ,  h e  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  newspaper. 

Jewett: 	 Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  H e  came i n  and r e a l l y  took charge--although his 
t i t l e  h e r e  a t  t h e  Tribune was a s s i s t a n t  pub l i she r ,  because my 
g randfa the r  was s t i l l  a l i v e  and then  l i v e d  u n t i l  1966. Dad r e a l l y  
took over  t h e  a c t i v e  management of t h e  paper ,  bu t  more impor tan t ly  
he  jumped i n t o  t h e  community of Oakland w i t h  t h e  same enthusiasm 
and s e n s e  of importance t h a t  he  had devoted t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and 
n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ;  which gave a  tremendous boos t  i n  t h e  arm t o  
t h e  l o c a l  chamber of commerce, t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  were going on h e r e  
i n  Oakland. Imagine a man of h i s  s t a t u r e  suddenly t ak ing  a n  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  c i t y  which seems l i k e  smal l  po ta toes  
t o  what he 'd  been involved i n .  But t h e r e  w a s  never  anyth ing  t h a t  
t h a t  man d i d  t h a t  h e  d id  half-way. 

I am ve ry  much involved i n  t h e  community myself.  I ' m  ve ry  
a c t i v e .  ore' and more, I r e a l i z e  what a tremendous e f f e c t  Dad 
had on t h i n g s  t h a t  were p o s i t i v e ,  such a s  t h e  formula t ion  of t h e  
New Oakland Committee. It was a time i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  l a t e  
f i f t i e s ,  when Oakland w a s  s a i d  t o  p o s s i b l y  be  ano the r  Watts i n  t h e  
f u t u r e .  The Watts t h i n g  had gone on,  [and t h e r e  was] Oakland w i t h  
i t s  h igh  concen t r a t ion  of d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  unemployed m i n o r i t i e s ,  
l a c k  of communication between f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  and t h e  unemployed 
and c i t y  government, and s o  on and so f o r t h .  My dad agreed t o  
s i t  down w i t h  t h e  b l ack  l e a d e r s  and t h e  l a b o r  people and t h e  c i t y  



Jewet t :  	 o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h i s  community and s a i d ,  "Hey, t h i s  c i t y  is prec ious  
and we cannot  a l l ow a  r i o t  o r  something of t h a t  n a t u r e  t o  develop 
i n  t h i s  c i t y .  L e t ' s  s i t  down a t  t h e  t a b l e  and d i scuss  our  
d i f f e r e n c e s  and how we can h e l p  each o the r . "  

I n  f a c t ,  he and Edgar Kaiser  and a couple of o t h e r s ,  t h e  b i g  
men of t h i s  town, s a t  down a t  a  t a b l e  with t h e  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  
and t h e  head of whatever n e i g h b o r h o o d - d i s t r i c t  of Eas t  Oakland 
and s o  on and s o  f o r t h ,  a l l  on a pa r ,  a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  what should 
be done, and o u t  of t h i s  was born the  New Oakland Committee [NOC] 
which had r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from the  major bus ines ses ,  from small 
bus ines s ,  from t h e  unemployed, from t h e  e t h n i c  communities. 
Edgar Kaiser  and B i l l  Knowland were j u s t  two of many t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
served  and a t t ended  a l l  t h e s e  meetings and he ld  Oakland toge the r .  
And t h a t  New Oakland Committee s t i l l  e x i s t s  and o p e r a t e s ,  and i t  
w a s  born o u t  of h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  was necessary .  

H i s  suppor t  of and a i d  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  Oakland Coliseum 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  He served a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Oakland Chamber of 
Commerce, and many p o s i t i v e  th ings  were happening i n  Oakland 
a t  t h a t  t ime,  and a c t u a l l y  i t  was a f t e r  h i s  terms of o f f i c e  and 
going o f f  t h e  board t h a t  t h e  Chamber th ings  kind of began t o  s l i p .  
It had such a s t r o n g  l e a d e r  t h a t  nobody could r e a l l y  f i l l  h i s  
shoes l o c a l l y  i s  what happened, and we s u f f e r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of i t .  
But he d i d  throw himself one thousand pe rcen t  i n t o  community 
a f f a i r s  and made h i s  o f f i c e  open t o  everyone who f e l t  they had a 
ves t ed  i n t e r e s t  i n  Oakland, t o  s e e  i f  compromises cou ldn ' t  be 
worked ou t  i n  o rde r  t o  keep t h e  l i d  on t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of r i o t o u s  
c o n f l i c t  t h a t  everyone r e a l l y  thought  would come t o  Oakland, -bu t  
d idn '  t come. 

T e i s e r :  	 Then g radua l ly  he r e tu rned  t o  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c s ?  

Jewet t :  	 Well, Dad never l o s t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s .  When something 
is  t h a t  deeply ingra ined  i n  you, how can you? Dad was t e r r i b l y  
h u r t  by t h e  d e f e a t .  It was a n  emotional s c a r  on him t h a t  f r ank ly  
never hea led .  He never had t h e  d e s i r e  t o  r u n  f o r  pub l i c  o f f i c e  
again.  Because he s t a t e d  r i g h t  then,  " I ' ve  had i t  i n  pub l i c  
o f f i c e , "  and t h a t ' s  a n  over - reac t ion  t o  t he  s c a r  of d e f e a t .  He 
over-reacted t o  h i s  d e f e a t .  He had l e s s  c l o u t  when he wasn ' t  
going t o  be  a cand ida t e  himself i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  
he  s u f f e r e d  some from r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  h i s  c l o u t  r e a l l y  wasn't a s  
prominent a s  i t  had been when he had been t h e  United S t a t e s  Senator .  
People turned elsewhere f o r  l e a d e r s h i p .  He w a s  s t i l l  very popular  
and i n v i t e d  on t h e  speaking c i r c u i t .  C e r t a i n l y  he supported 
Goldwater, and he was s t i l l  involved i n  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  the  next  



Jewet t :  t i m e  around, But i t  wasn ' t  i n  t h e  same p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  h e  had 
been when he  w a s  on top  of t h e  c rop  so  t o  speak. He never  l o s t  
h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  h e  d i d  l o s e  h i s  5 n t e r e s t  i n  a c t i v e l y  
p l a y i a g  a r o l e  i n  p o l i t i c s .  He d i d n ' t  seek  i t  and h e  wasn ' t  
sought  af t e r  . 

Te i se r :  It was s a i d  t h a t  he  w a s ,  
a g a i n s t  Rockefe l le r .  

however, important  i n  Goldwater 's  campaign 

Jewet t :  Yes, they spoke t h e  same language. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  is 
t r u e .  Yes, w e l l ,  he d i d .  Obviously, you d o n ' t  j u s t  drop o f f  of 
t h e  f a c e  of t h e  map. But i t  was because i t  was Goldwater, and 
because of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  Goldwater s tood f o r ,  which were 
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same thoughts  and p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  my f a t h e r  had. 
It w a s  ve ry  easy  f o r  him t o  be a suppor t e r  of Goldwater and very  
l o g i c a l .  Had Goldwater been e l e c t e d  I suppose t h e r e  i s  a high 
s e n s e  of p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  Dad might have been s e l e c t e d  f o r  
Goldwater 's  cab ine t  i n  some form o r  o t h e r ,  a l t hough  I can candid ly  
say  I never  heard t h a t  d i scussed .  I n  which case  h i s  c a r e e r  might 
have s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  another  cyc l e .  

Richard M. Nixon 

Te i se r :  I wanted t o  a s k  something about  Nixon. Let  me t u r n  this t a p e  over .  

1.8 

T e i s e r :  Ea r ly  on, 
they?  

I t h i n k  they worked toge the r  moderately we l l ,  d i d n ' t  

Jewett: Well, t h a t  depends on what you c a l l  e a r l y  on. My f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of Nixon--I know h e  was i n  t h e  House of Represen ta t ives  f i r s t  and 
I am aware of h i s  bus iness  on t h e  Alger H i s s  c a se  and a l l  t h a t .  
Then h e  r a n  f o r  Senator  and became t h e  e l e c t e d  j u n i o r  Senator  from 
C a l i f o r n i a .  So h e  and Dad were compat r io ts  i n  t h e  United Sbates  
Senate .  I guess  I would have t o  ag ree  t h a t  du r ing  those  e a r l y  
yea r s  i n  t h e  Senate  they worked w e l l  t oge the r .  They d i d n ' t  always 
a g r e e  on t h e  same i s s u e s ,  b u t  who does? 

We're t a l k i n g  h i s t o r y  now, s o  l e t ' s  be  candid.  I t h i n k  t h a t  
i t  is f a i r  t o  s ay ,  and it h a s  been s a i d ,  t h a t  Dad d i d n ' t  t r u s t  
Nixon even from t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  and t h a t  I th ink  is t r u e .  I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  a f a i r  s ta tement  t h a t  h e  never p u b l i c l y  washed t h a t  
l i n e n ,  b u t  h e  watched ve ry  c a r e f u l l y  what Nixon was up t o .  I 
t h i n k  they had a good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  as f a r  a s  t h e  bus iness  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Senate  were concerned. Dad d i d  some th ings  t h a t  



Jewett :  	 were con t r a ry  t o  t h i s  t h ing  t h a t  I say  was a l a c k  of t r u s t  i n  
Nixon. But aga in ,  you have t o  understand Dad and h i s  s ense  of 
mora l i ty - - tha t  even i f  you d o n ' t  l i k e  o r  t r u s t  someone, i f  t h e y ' r e  
g e t t i n g  a  bad r a p  they ' r e  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ,  Dad doesn ' t  f e e l  
they should be  hung on t h a t  i s s u e ;  hang them on t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  
t h e y ' r e  r e a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r .  

That b r ings  me t o  whenever i t  was--I guess i t  was t h e  '56 
e l e c t i o n  when--what was t h e  problem Nixon g o t  i n t o  t h a t  they were 
th inking  of dumping him a s  t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  candida te?  I 
can '  t even remember what t h e  i s s u e  was about .  I remember Nixon 
f l y i n g  i n  suddenly when t h e  word was o u t  t h a t  maybe Eisenhower 
wouldn't  keep him on a s  t he  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  candida te .  

T e i s e r :  	 Was i t  someth5ng l i k e  t h a t  c l o t h  coa t  speech? 

Jewett :  	 It was something t h a t  r e a l l y  was no t  important  b u t  i t  became a b i g  
i s s u e .  There was s e r i o u s  p re s su re ,  I b e l i e v e ,  on Eisenhower t o  
g e t  r i d  of Nixon and i t  wasn ' t  j u s t  t h e  c l o t h  c o a t  i s sue .*  It 
was [ s i g h s ]  a  gene ra l  lack-- [ a ]  d i s t r u s t  of h i s  i n t e g r i t y ,  and 
they  were us ing  t h e  c l o t h  coa t  i s s u e  kind of a s  a  way of g e t t i n g  
t h i s  t h ing  out  of t h e  spectrum. 

Teiser :  	 There was a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  your fa ther - -  

Jewett :  	 There was a  s ta tement  a t  t h a t  t ime and I heard i t ,  I read i t  i n  
t h e  p r e s s ,  I heard it d i r e c t l y  from my dad t h a t  t h e  s ta tement  was, 
"Nixon's s t r e n g t h  i s  t h a t  h e ' s  from C a l i f o r n i a ;  l e t ' s  dump Nixon 
and pu t  Knowland on the  t i c k e t  wi th  Eisenhower." You might a s k  
me a  ques t ion  about  t h a t  l a t e r  because I can t e l l  you what my 
f a t h e r  had t o l d  me about  ~ i s e n h o w e r  's d i s c u s s i o n  on t h a t .  

But what I wanted t o  r e l a y  t o  you was t h a t  when Nixon came i n t o  
San Franc isco  Ai rpo r t  from wherever he had been t r a v e l i n g  when t h e  
i s s u e  h i t ,  my dad gree ted  him. Nixon wept. I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e ' s  a 
p i c t u r e  some p l ace  i n  a r ch ives  of Nixon weeping on my d a d t s  
shou lde r ,  Dad comforting him and a s su r ing  him t h a t  every th ing ' s  
going t o  b e  a l l  r ight--and h e r e  was t h e  l o y a l  suppor t e r  of the  
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  t h a t  was going t o  suppor t  him through t h i s  t h ing .  
Dad d id  t h a t  because he  d idn '  t b e l i e v e  t h i s  was t h e  i s s u e  upon 
which Nixon should be  thrown ou t  and t h a t  t he  man deserved suppor t  
a t  t h i s  t ime on t h a t  i s s u e .  But t h a t  d id  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a l a s t i n g  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p  and a l l i a n c e  t h e r e .  That was no t  s o ,  
b u t  i t  was an  i n c i d e n t .  

*The c l o t h  c o a t  speech was made i n  1952 i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  a r epo r t ed  
s e c r e t  Nixon fund. I n  1956, t h e r e  were concerns t h a t  Nixon was n o t  
e l e c t a b l e  and cons iderable  i n t r a p a r t y  Republican s t r i f e .  See Totton 
Anderson, 	 "The 1956 E lec t ion  i n  C a l i f o r n i a , "  Western P o l i t i c a l  
Quar t e r ly ,  March 1957, and T.H. White, "The Gentlemen from C a l i f o r n i a , "  
C o l l i e r ' s ,  February 3 ,  1956. 



Jewett :  	 I d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  except  I never knew my 
f a t h e r  t o  t e l l  me a falsehood;  I don ' t  know whether i n  my youth 
and exuberance and conf idence  i n  my dad I m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  
remarks t h a t  he  made t o  me, b u t  I remember where i t  w a s ,  no t  
p r e c i s e l y  when, bu t  i t  was dur ing  t h e  t ime precedent  t o  the  second 
Eisenhower term when Eisenhower was going t o  be  renominated, and 
would o r  would i t  n o t  b e  Nixon? My f a t h e r  t o l d  me t h a t  Eisenhower 
had c a l l e d  him i n t o  the  ova l  o f f i c e  i n  Washington and had d iscussed  
wi th  him t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of h i s  be ing  t h e  nominee. This ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
w a s  even be fo re  t h i s  d r e a d f u l  i n c i d e n t ,  whatever i t  was, t h a t  
r a i s e d  t h e  f u r o r  about  Nixon. 

Dad s a i d ,  "Emelyn, I j u s t  don' t know what t h e  f u t u r e  is going 
t o  be  on t h i s .  I f  my p r e s i d e n t  asks  me t o  s t a n d ,  obvious ly  I 
would do so." He w a s  r e t i c e n t  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  o f f e r  i f  i n  f a c t  i t  
w a s  a n  o f f e r  t h a t  w a s  made--I t h i n k  i t  was more of a n  explor ing  
of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  imp l i ca t ions  and such ,  r a t h e r  
than  an  o f f e r .  But t h e  conversa t ion  came up. He s a i d ,  "My 
hes i t ancy  is aga in  t h e  v i c e  presidency , un le s s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  
passes  on,  is  no t  t he  g r e a t e s t  s t epp ings tone  t o  t h e  White House. 
There a r e  very  few men who have ever  succeeded t o  t h e  presidency 
who served  a s  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t ,  u n l e s s  they  succeeded t o  i t  by 
v i r t u e  of t h e i r  o f f i c e  when t h e  p r e s i d e n t  d i ed .  It w a s  more o r  
l e s s  a  being pu t  o u t  t o  pas tu re .  I would t ake  i t  i f  Eisenhower 
asked me t o  because I would do anyth ing  t h a t  my p r e s i d e n t  asked 
me- t o  do ,  b u t  I would n o t  . s eek  t h e  v i c e  presidency under Eisenhower. l1 

Now, I remember t h a t  conversa t ion  ve ry  we l l .  We were i n  t h e  
c a r  r i d i n g  the  Richmond- an Rafae l  f e r r y  from a c r o s s  t he  bay t o  
Oakland, and t h a t  was our  conve r sa t ion  i n  t h e  c a r .  He s a i d ,  "But 
h i s t o r y  may do s t r a n g e  t h i n g s .  It w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  watch 
what happens a t  t h i s  next  convention." So t h a t  is  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
s i d e  comment t o  something I r e c a l l .  

Te i se r :  	 Then, however, l a t e r  on your f a t h e r  s o r t  of pas s ive ly  supported 
Nixon i n  h i s  campaign f o r  t h e  pres idency?  

Jewet t :  	 He supported the  p a r t y  s l a t e .  

Te i se r :  	 Do you t h i n k  t h a t  Nixon had a  long range p lan?  

Jewet t :  	 Do you mean a  long range  p l an  t o  g e t  t h e  presidency? C e r t a i n l y .  
Remember, I w a s  never pr ivy  t o  Nixon's inner  thoughts  b u t ,  ye s ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  and I b e l i e v e  i t  because whether o r  n o t  Nixon 
s t a t e d  i t  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  was h i s  g o a l ,  j u s t  a s  I candid ly  t e l l  
you i t  w a s  my f a t h e r ' s  goa l .  I don ' t  s e e  anyth ing  wrong wi th  
having t h a t  as your goa l .  Nixon tended t o  s e l e c t  s t r a n g e  bedfel lows 
a t  t h e  t ime,  and h i s  suppor t e r s  which were n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  



Jewet t :  type of suppor t e r s  t h a t  Dad would always want t o  have. They 
c e r t a i n l y  had d i f f e r i n g  opin ions  on a  v a r i e t y  of t h ings .  They 
d idn '  t t r a v e l  i n  t h e  same p o l i t i c a l  thought c i r c l e s  o r  p o l i t i c a l -
person c i r c l e s .  Although t h e r e  were some p o l i t i c a l  suppor t e r s  who 
supported both  of them, people were e i t h e r  Nixon l o y a l i s t s  o r  
Knowland l o y a l i s t s  and very  s t r o n g  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  Very 
few were equa l ly  suppor t ive  of t hose  men, and I t h i n k  i t  was because 
of t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  bu t  more impor tan t ly  because of 
t h e i r  s t a n c e s  on d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e s .  Dad was d e f i n i t e l y  more 
conse rva t ive  i n  h i s  t h ink ing .  Nixon w a s  more l i b e r a l  o r  moderate 
o r  whatever t h e  terminology w a s  t h a t  we used i n  t hose  days.  Dad 
w a s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  and hones t  and candid,  and when h e  made a  
s t a t emen t  it  was based upon h i s  t r u e  b e l i e f s .  Nixon was a 
p o l i t i c a l  expedient .  I t h i n k  my dad saw through him and d i d n ' t  
admire him because of t h a t ,  because Nixon would t a k e  s i d e s  on 
i s s u e s  based upon what w a s  going t o  h e l p  Nixon. Dad took an  i s s u e  
based upon what h e  f e l t  w a s  r i g h t  whether i t  would h u r t  him o r  n o t .  
That was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  two men, and i t  wasn ' t  e a s i l y  
r e c o n c i l a b l e .  

Supporters  and Fr iends  

Te i se r :  You mentioned your f a t h e r ' s  p o l i t i c a l  suppor t e r s .  Who were t h e  
ch i e f  people around him wi th  whom h e  d i scussed  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s ?  

Jewet t :  Gee, I would th ink  you would have a l l  of t h a t  i n  your f i l e s  t h a t  
a r e  o u t  t h e r e .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  d i g  back. I remember names--Ed 
Shattuck--what was t h e  f e l l o w ' s  name?. 

Te i se r :  Tom Ca ldeco t t  was one. 

Jewet t :  Oh, Tom Ca ldeco t t ,  ye s .  P h i l  Wilkins i n  Sacramento. 
Johnson. Oh, t h e r e  were s o  many t h a t  1 can '  t--

Gardiner  

Te i se r  : There were no key f i g u r e s ?  

Jewet t :  Well, I t h i n k  they a l l  were key, b u t  he  was a team player .  He 
d i d n ' t  have a  s i n g l e ,  most important--he d i d n ' t  have, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
a s i n g l e ,  s t r o n g ,  major f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  t h a t  was running h i s  
campaign t h a t  w a s  h i s  main adv i so r ,  i f  you ' re  looking  f o r  t h a t  
type  of a  t h ing .  Unlike some cand ida t e s  who were r e a l l y  almost  
beholden t o  t h e i r  key source  of f i n a n c i a l  suppor t .  

T e i s e r :  Some people  have only  two o r  t h r e e  men, who come and p lay  ca rds  
w i t h  them and t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  



Jewet t :  No, my f a t h e r  d i d  n o t .  Dad had ve ry  few c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  I mean 
t r u l y  f r i e n d s  . Admirers--oh--they came o u t  of t h e  woodwork. 
Suppor te rs ,  admirers ,  ye s ,  b u t  f r i e n d s  a s  we would d e f i n e  f r i e n d -  
ship--a f r i e n d s h i p  i s  a two-way s t r e e t .  You have t o  g i v e  a s  
much as you g e t ,  and Dad had on ly  t i m e  f o r  h i s  job ,  h i s  count ry ,  
h i s  p o l i t i c s .  H e  w a s  n o t  a good f r i e n d  t o  people ,  b u t  h e  was 
l o y a l  t o  people  h e  was f r i e n d l y  t o .  But t h e r e ' s  a d i f f e r e n c e .  
Many men have r e a l l y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  When Dad d i ed  we t r ied- -
who were Dad's c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s ?  The fami ly  were h i s  c l o s e s t  
f r i e n d s ,  and M r .  [Paul ]  Manolis who w a s  h i s  employee w a s  h i s  
c l o s e s t  f r i e n d .  Other t h a n  t h a t ,  they  were a s s o c i a t e s ,  admirers  
of him, you name i t .  But c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  no, because he  d i d  n o t  
open up and expose himself  a s  you do t o  a f r i e n d .  He d i d n ' t  l e t  
h i s  i n n e r  s e l f  b e  known by people .  H e  was known a s  t h e  g r e a t  
s t o n e  f a c e .  People  s a i d  h e  had no p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h a t  h e  was a l l  
b u s i n e s s .  Well, h e  d i d  have p e r s o n a l i t y .  He had a wonderful 
s e n s e  of humor, b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  expose i t  p u b l i c l y .  

Te i se r :  You s a i d  your mother gave him adv ice .  

Jewet t :  Yes, s h e  w a s  h i s  b e s t  f r i e n d  u n t i l  t h e i r  mar r i age  broke a p a r t .  
There was no q u e s t i o n  about  i t .  I n  f a c t ,  s h e  sometimes--funny, 
l augh ing ,  s e n s e  of  humor. Within t h e  fami ly  con f ines ,  Mother was 
r e f e r r e d  t o  as h i s  " b r u t a l  f r i e n d "  because s h e  w a s  a l s o  h i s  
g r e a t e s t  c r i t i c ,  and she  would cand id ly  t e l l  him what o t h e r  
people  were a f r a i d  t o  t e l l  him. She never  minced words, s h e  
never  covered up th ings  t o  him. I f  he was wrong, by God, s h e  
t o l d  him r e a l l y  and he 'd  l i s t e n  a l o t  of t h e  times--most of t h e  
t i m e  he 'd  l i s t e n  t o  h e r  and he'd t a k e  i t  from h e r .  So s h e  w a s  
l o v i n g l y  c a l l e d  h i s  " b r u t a l  f r i e n d .  " [ l a u g h t e r ]  

T e i s e r :  Did M r .  Manolis g i v e  him adv ice?  

Jewet t :  No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  M r .  Manolis was more a sounding board. He 
was a f r i e n d  you could t a l k  t o ,  sound t h i n g s  o u t ,  d i s c u s s ,  b u t  
I don'  t t h i n k  P a u l  r e a l l y  gave him advice .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  
many who thought  Pau l  gave him a d v i c e ,  b u t  Dad wasn ' t  one t o  t ake  
a l o t  of adv ice  from o t h e r  people .  He'd explore  thoughts  wi th  
Pau l .  

Te i se r :  Did you g i v e  him advic.e? 

Jewet t :  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I eve r  gave my dad any adv ice .  I was ve ry  c l o s e  
t o  him. He'd d i s c u s s  p r a c t i c a l l y  any th ing  t h a t  was on  h i s  mind 
wi th  m e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  I a c t e d  more a s  a sounding board too .  I ' d  
a s k  ques t i ons .  I ' d  a s k  why t h i s ,  why t h a t .  But I , . d  ve ry  seldom 
(with one o r  two except ions  t h a t  were more of a pe r sona l  n a t u r e )  
ve ry  seldom argued w i t h  him on t h e  s t a n d s  h e  w a s  t a k i n g  because 



Jewet t :  	 once he expla ined  why h e  had a p o s i t i o n  I agreed wi th  i t .  I 
was e a s i l y  brainwashed by my dad. I a b s o l u t e l y  f e l t  he  was r i g h t  
about  every th ing  and I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  he  was .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

Te i se r :  	 I understand t h a t  t h e r e  was a change i n  your f a t h e r ' s  and Governor 
Warren's r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  l a t e r  yea r s .  Can you exp la in  i t ?  

Jewet t :  I t h i n k  so.  F i r s t  of a l l ,  l e t  me say  I cannot  r e c a l l  ever  hear ing  
my f a t h e r ,  even i n  t h e  con f ines  of t h e  household and even t o  me 
whom he confided i n  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  ever  t r u l y  be  c r i t i c a l  of E a r l  
Warren. However, I know t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  of c lo seness  t h a t  t h e  
two men sha red ,  which had been about  a s  c l o s e  as--I would say t h a t  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  Earl Warren came a s  c l o s e  t o  being a f r i e n d  
t o  Dad and v i c e  v e r s a  a s  Dad ever  had. But when E a r l  went on t h e  
Supreme Court ,  e i t h e r  Earl changed o r  h i s  t r u e  c o l o r s  came o u t  
t h a t  had been deeply hidden be fo re .  Decis ions  t h a t  h e  made on t h e  
Supreme Court were not  a t  a l l  i n  keeping wi th  t h e  type  of t h ink ing  
t h a t  he had had when h e  was governor.  I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  found i t  
hard t o  understand.  They never had a f a l l i n g  o u t ,  b u t  they grew 
a p a r t .  Number one, my f a t h e r  is n o t  an  a t t o r n e y ,  and t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  was no longer--Earl was no longer  p o l i t i c a l  once he  
go t  on t o  t h e  Supreme Court .  I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  and my mother-- 
oddly enough, maybe my mother more than  Dad--were s i n g l y  among 
t h e  most important  elements t h a t  g o t  E a r l  Warren h i s  appointment 
t o  t h e  Supreme Court .  This  demonstrates  t h e  c lo seness  which our  
family u n i t  f e l t  f o r  E a r l  Warren up u n t i l  t h e  t ime h e  g o t  on t h e  
c o u r t .  But I would say  w i t h i n  a  y e a r ' s  t ime,  two y e a r s  a t  t h e  
most,  t h a t  a f t e r  Earl was on the  c o u r t ,  a s  I say ,  he e i t h e r  changed 
h i s  phi losophy,  o r  a  hidden o r  bur ied  thought  p a t t e r n  t h a t  had n o t  
evolved dur ing  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  y e a r s  came f o r t h ,  and I never knew 
which i t  was. But I do know t h a t  t h i s  changed the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  men. 

However, my f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  t h e  Warren fami ly  has remained 
throughout t h e  yea r s .  V i r g i n i a  and I were ve ry  c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  
We developed our f r i e n d s h i p  because of our  f a t h e r s '  p o s i t i o n s .  
She was a bridesmaid f o r  me. I t a lked  t o  h e r  j u s t  a month ago, 
and I s t i l l  f e e l  a  very  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Nina and t o  t h e  
g i r l s .  [pause]  Dad f e l t  a  ve ry  s t rong  personal  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  
E a r l ,  r i g h t  up u n t i l  t h e i r  dea ths .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink- - le t ' s  
s e e ,  E a r l  d i ed  a f t e r  Dad d id .  E a r l  Warren's dea th  and Nixon's 
r e s i g n a t i o n ,  a l l  t h a t  came along w i t h i n  a year  a f t e r  Dad d i e d ,  
and s o  t h a t  was t h e  end of t h e  e r a  t h e r e .  

I came t o  t h e  Tribune r i g h t  a f t e r  Dad d ied .  I hadn ' t  worked 
h e r e  be fo re  and I came i n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  company. I remember 
t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  my o f f i c e  was down on t h e  second f l o o r ,  and I 
remember s i t t i n g  a t  my typewr i t e r ,  and I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  day 



Jewet t :  t h a t  E a r l  Warren had d i e d ,  n o t  t h e  day t h a t  Nixon r e s igned .  But 
i t  was one of t hose  two days,  and I guess t h e  Nixon t roub le s  were 
going on and E a r l  d i ed  and I sat down and typed o u t  about  a t h r e e  
o r  four-page chap te r  o f . t h e  book I ' m  going t o  w r i t e  some day a s  
t o  what I f e e l  my f a t h e r r s  thoughts  would have been on t h a t  day, 
and I w a s  c a l l i n g  i t  "The End of an Era'' because t h e  t h r e e  main 
C a l i f o r n i a n s  had a l l  come t o  t h e i r  demise one way o r  another  dur ing  
t h a t  y e a r ' s  time--Dad's s u i c i d e ,  Nixon's a lmost  impeachment (and 
I guess i t  was impeachment t h a t  w a s  being d iscussed  a t  t h a t  t ime) ,  
and E a r l  Warren pass ing  away. I f e l t  v e r y  emotional  about t h e  
pass ing  of h i s t o r y .  Whether t h a t  w a s  l a t e  '74 o r  e a r l y  '75 I 
c a n ' t  remember.* 

Te i se r :  I hope you -a r e  going t o  w r i t e  t h i s  book. 

Jewet t :  Oh, I ' v e  g o t  chap te r s  bu t  I d o n ' t  know q u i t e  how t o  p u t  i t  
toge the r  and what kind of a book i t  should be. It j u s t  keeps 
going on and on and on. I t 's  going t o  be a  saga  by the time I 
g e t  through wi th  i t .  [laughs! 

Te i se r :  Well,  we ' re  very  g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  being s o  candid and informa- 
t i v e .  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  add? 

Jewet t :  No, except  t h a t  I ' m  remembering one th ing  i n  t h e  '58 campaign t b t  
you haven ' t  asked me a  ques t ion  about ,  and i t  was r e a l l y  kind of  
humorous, on the  primary e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  Senate.  Knight was t h e  
cand ida t e  a g a i n s t  George Chr is topher .  My f a t h e r  had s t e a d f a s t l y  
r e fused  t o  t a k e  a p o s i t i o n  of endorsement of e i t h e r  of them i n  
t h a t  r a c e ,  a s  you may no te .  But t h e  p r e s s  was c o n s t a n t l y  upon 
him: "Which one do you suppor t ?  W i l l  you have a n  o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  suppor t  [one] ?'I Dad s a i d ,  "No, I don ' t .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  primary 
e l e c t i o n  is  for1'--you know t h e  same o ld  s t a t emen t ,  "It 's f o r  t h e  
people t o  dec ide ,  t h e  cand ida t e s  s e l l  themselves,  and I w i l l  c a s t  
my v o t e  i n  t h e  pr ivacy  of t h e  b a l l o t  box a s  is  mandated i n  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  code." While we were on t h e  bus t o u r ,  we g i r l s ,  Mother 
was asked t o  go on some t a l k  show down i n  Los Angeles, a p o l i t i c a l  
i n t e r v i e w  th ing .  She had g o t t e n  l a r y n g i t i s  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute and 
she 'd  taken lozenges and sprayed h e r  t h r o a t  and had a doc to r ,  and 
s h e  j u s t  p l a i n  c o u l d n ' t  t a l k .  Well, you c a n ' t  go on a  t e l e v i s i o n  
t a l k  show i f  you c a n ' t  t a l k ,  r i g h t ?  Y e t  t h e  show was scheduled 
and they wanted i t  t o  be  on Knowland and somebody from t h e  campaign 
t o u r ,  s o  guess who was e l e c t e d  t o  go on and t ake  t h e  in t e rv i ewing?  

*Earl Warren d i ed  on J u l y  9 ,  1974. 



Jewe t t :  	 Well, I ' d  l e a rned  enough about  eve ry th ing  that Mother s a i d  on t h e  
t ou r  and I ' m  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  speak up. I F v e  always been comfor tab le  
o n  my f e e t  and i n  i n t e r v i e w  s i t u a t i o n s ,  s o  I agreed t o  go on.  I 
was a l i t t l e  nervous,  I ' l l  'admit, g e t t i n g  a l l  my make-up and 
eve ry th ing .  I c a n ' t  remember who t h e  i n t e rv i ewer  was, b u t  i t  was 
someone whose name was--it w a s n t t  a  Johnny Carson [laughs]--but 
i t  was t h a t  type  of t h i n g .  S i t t i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  audience were a l l  
of t h e  people  t h a t  were l e a d i n g  u s  around on  t h i s  bus t ou r .  I 
remember Mrs. [Gladys] O'Donnell who is chairman of the--I t h i n k  
s h e  was a Republican n a t i o n a l  connuitteewoman o r  s h e  was chairman 
o r  v i c e  chairman of  t h e  Republican S t a t e  Cen t r a l  Committee o r  
something. She was kind of head chee r l eade r  on our  bus t o u r ,  and 
t h e r e  were a  couple  of  others--Mary Something-or-Other whose name 
escapes  m e  now--they were t h e r e .  We had twenty women o u t  i n  t h e  
audience--everybody except  my mother who was home i n  bed o r  a t  
t h e  h o t e l  i n  bed. 

Almost t h e  l a s t  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n t e rv i ewer  asked me was, 
"Who is  your f a t h e r  going t o  suppor t  f o r  t h e  Republican nomination 
f o r  t h e  Senate?"  I s a i d ,  "My f a t h e r  is n o t  s t a t i n g  who h e  is 
suppor t i ng .  That I c a n ' t  answer." Then he  looked a t  me and h e  
s a i d ,  "Who a r e  you suppor t ing?"  I s a i d ,  "Well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  
appropriate--I 'm n o t  a c t i v e l y  suppor t i ng  e i t h e r  candida te . "  "Well, 
c e r t a i n l y  you know who y o u ' r e  going t o  v o t e  f o r . "  (By now i t  
was w i t h i n  two o r  t h r e e  weeks of t h e  e l e c t i o n . )  I s a i d ,  ''Yes, I 
know who I ' m  going t o  v o t e  f o r . "  They s a i d ,  "Do you on ly  v o t e  t h e  
way your f a t h e r  t e l l s  you t o ? "  I s a i d ,  "No, I ' m  a f r e e  tKinker  
a l though I u s u a l l y  a g r e e  w i th  h i s  phi losophy."  "Have you d i scus sed  
who you ' r e  going t o  v o t e  f o r  w i th  your f a t h e r ?  Do you know who 
h e ' s  going t o  v o t e  f o r ? "  The answer was, "No, I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
know whether Dad was going t o  v o t e  f o r  C,hristopher o r  Knight." 
I d o n ' t  know t o  t h i s  day who h e  vo ted  f o r ,  a s  a ma t t e r  of  f a c t .  
But i n  t h a t  i n t e rv i ew  t h i s  guy--as newsmen can  do--pushed me i n t o  
a co rne r  and asked me a q u e s t i o n  i n  such a way a s ,  "Don't you 
have a f r ee - th ink ing  mind? Are you too  a f r a i d  of your f a t h e r  t o  
speak ou t  and s a y  who you a r e  going t o  v o t e  f o r ? "  

F i n a l l y  I g o t  mad and I s a i d ,  "Of cou r se ,  I ' m  n o t  a f r a i d . "  
They s a i d ,  "Well, who a r e  you going t o  v o t e  f o r ? "  I s a i d ,  "George 
Chr i s topher . "  Well, I wish you could have s e e n  t h e  women i n  t he  
audience--"Oh, my God, s h e ' s  done it!" [ l a u g h t e r ]  Dad was i n  
Washington a t  t h a t  t ime.  We went back t o  t h e  h o t e l  and, God, they  
gave m e  h e l l .  [ r a p s  hand f o r  emphasis] They s a i d ,  "You c e r t a i n l y  
have enough p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e  t o  know t h a t  you s h o u l d n ' t  have done 
t h a t . "  I s a i d ,  "I f e l t  backed i n t o  a co rne r  and I d i d n ' t  know 
how e l s e  t o  handle  it. My dad had always t o l d  me, ' B e  hones t ;  i f  
a l l  e l s e  f a i l s ,  be  honest ." '  And s o  I was. 



Jewet t :  We go t  back t o  t h e  h o t e l  and immediately they p u t  i n  a  c a l l  t o  
Washington t o  Dad t o  t e l l  him " the  c a t 1 s  ou t  of t h e  box; your 
dumb daughter  has  come ou t  and s a i d  s h e b s  supporting--'' And s u r e  
enough, t h e  next  day i n  t h e  p r e s s  i t  was "Knowland's Daughter 
Supports George Chr is topher . "  1 d i d  v o t e  f o r  George Chr is topher .  
When t h e  p o l i t i c a l  people t h a t  were w i t h  us  asked Dad, "What s h a l l  
we do? You have t o  make a s t a t emen t  and disavow your daugh te r ' s  
endorsement," Dad s a i d ,  "No, I ' v e  brought  my c h i l d r e n  up t p  b e  
f r e e  t h inke r s  and i f  indeed s h e  suppor t s  George Chr is topher  s h e  
has  a r i g h t  t o  s ay  s o  and I would never h a s t e n  t o  nega te  what she  
s a i d  p u b l i c l y .  Tha t ' s  h e r  p o s i t i o n .  She d i d n ' t  speak t o  my 
p o s i t i o n .  Let  i t  s t and .  I w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  a  p r e s s  s ta tement  
denying it. " 

I suspec t  t h a t  Dad may have voted f o r  George Chr is topher ,  too ,  
b u t  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. But i t  was kind of one of those  funny 
a s i d e s  t h a t  happened. [ laughs]  Well, win a  few, l o s e  a  few. 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Te i se r :  W e l l ,  w e  do thank you very  much f o r  sha r ing  t h e s e  va r ious  thoughts .  

Jewet t :  Okay, I was happy to.. 

T ransc r ibe r :  Michel le  S t a f f o r d  

F i n a l  Typ i s t  : Mat thew Schneider 
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[Date of i n t e ry i ew:  16  February 1979]## 

The 1952 E l e c t i o n  

Te i se r :  We were d i s c u s s i n g  a  moment ago t h e  1952 e l e c t i o n  of your  f a t h e r ,  
which he won by t h e  g r e a t e s t  majority-- 

Johnson: --majority of any o t h e r  s t a t e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
C a l i f o r n i a .  It w a s  i n  excess  of a m i l l i o n  v o t e s ,  which w a s  a 
tremendous margin i n  t hose  days,  w i t h  t h a t  popula t ion ,  twenty-f ive,  
twenty-s i x  , o r  what eve r ,  y e a r s  ago. 

H e  d i d  s o ,  I t h i n k ,  w i th  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t h e  cand ida t e s  had i n  
t hose  days of c r o s s - f i l i n g .  That is ,  as a Republican he  could a l s o  
have h i s  name appear on t h e  Democratic primary b a l l o t ,  no t  l a b e l l e d  
as a Republican. There w a s  no p a r t y  l a b e l .  Therefore ,  people voted 
f o r  W i l l i a m  F. Knowland, incumbent Senator ,  n o t  f o r  a Republican o r  
anyth ing  e l s e .  Of course ,  everybody i n  e i t h e r  p a r t y  had t h e  advantage 
of t h a t .  

It w a s  a tremendous sweep, no ques t ion .  

Te i se r : Was your f a t h e r  s u r p r i s e d ?  

Johnson: No! Oh no, he expected t h a t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he was s u r p r i s e d .  I 
t h i n k  he w a s  t e r r i b l y  proud of h i s  margin, because i t  w a s  an h i s t o r i c a l  
marker as f a r  a s  numbers go. H i s  suppor t  w a s  s t r o n g  i n  no r the rn  
C a l i f o r n i a  t oo ,  which of course  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been a  weak a r e a  
f o r  Republicans,  s o  i t  w a s  a s t a t e w i d e  endorsement. 

T e i s e r :  And you connected t h a t  wi th  t h e  end, f i n a l l y ,  of c r o s s - f i l i n g ?  

Johnson: I b e l i e v e  s o ,  because i t  w a s  dur ing  t h a t .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  when t h e  
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r epea l ed  i t .  It was n o t  a r e p e a l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
b u t  i t  w a s  ce r t a in ly - - '  C ross - f i l i ng  w a s  no longe r  i n  e f f e c t  i n  1958. 
I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w a s .  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  a c losed  primary." 
Therefore  I would have t o  guess ,  anyway, t h a t  t h e r e  might be some 
c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  l a n d s l i d e  by a minor i ty  cand ida t e  having 
some impact on t h e  removal of t h e  mechanism by which a  minor i ty  
cand ida t e  could win by a landslide--which w a s  t h e  e l imina t ion  of 
t h e  c r o s s - f i l i n g  oppor tun i ty  i n  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s .  

Te i se r :  Tha t ' s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  connect ion.  

*It w a s  abo l i shed  i n  1959, accord ing  t o  t h e  r eco rds .  Nineteen f i f t y -  
e i g h t  w a s  t h e  last  primary i n  which t h e  candida tes  c ros s - f i l ed .  

##This symbol i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  t ape  o r  a  segment of 
o r  ended. For a guide t o  t h e  t apes  s e e  page 22. 

a t a p e  has  begun 



Johnson: It would be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e ,  i f  i t  could be checked o u t ,  who i n  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  sponsored t h e  b i l l  and supported i t ,  and t h e  exac t  
t iming.  My memory is t h a t  t h e  '58 primary w a s  a c losed  primary, no t  
a n  open. I know i n  '46 c r o s s - f i l i n g  w a s  allowed. 

Te i se r :  Yes, Your f a t h e r ' s  ma jo r i t y  w a s  
he  wasn't  a s  w e l l  known. 

n o t  a s  g r e a t  i n  '46, b u t  of course  

Johnson: No. I don ' t  remember i f  t h a t  w a s  a sqeaker ,  o r  
s t a n t i a l  v i c t o r y , *  b u t  i t  w a s  no th ing  as i t  was 

i f  
i n  

t h a t  w a s  
'52. 

a sub-

Of cour se  i n  '52, he w a s  probably a t  t h e  h e i g h t  of his n a t i o n a l  
popu la r i t y ,  o r  r ecogn i t i on  anyway, w i th  h i s  r o l e  a s  p a r t y  l e a d e r ,  
and h i s  p o s i t i o n s ,  which were voca l  i n  t hose  days s i n c e  Korea had 
broken o u t ,  and t h e  i s l a n d s  of t h e  P a c i f i c  and s o  f o r t h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  suppor t  he  w a s  g iv ing  t o  t h e  development of e a r l y  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
l a w .  Which wouldn't  n e c e s s a r i l y  make him a household word i n  t hose  
days,  b u t  t h e s e  were th ings  he  was dedica ted  t o  and worked hard a t ,  
and l e t  people know what he  thought  about .  

The 1957 Decis ion  Not t o  Run Again f o r  t h e  Senate  

Te i se r :  When i t  came t ime t o  run  aga in  f o r  another  term, h e  decided a g a i n s t  
it. And someone has  suggested t h a t  what was considered w a s  t h a t  
h e  should r e s i g n  be fo re  t h e  end of h i s  term--

Johnson: Oh, yes ,  what w a s  i t - -so that--who was i n  t h e  Sacramento s t a t e  house? 

Te i se r :  So t h a t  Knight would be named t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  term--how d i d  i t  go? 

Johnson: You're c l o s e .  I remember those  s t o r i e s .  It was t h a t  i f  t h e r e  were 
vacancies ,  then  t h e  governor would have t h e  r i g h t  t o  appoin t  t o  f i l l  
t h e  vacancy. 

Te i se r :  That Knight would be  o u t  of t h e  way, and your f a t h e r  could walk i n  
a s  governor,  o r  something of t h a t  sor t--

Johnson: No. The s t o r y  w a s ,  I thought ,  t h a t  Knight wanted t o  appoin t  himself 
t o  t h e  s e n a t e ,  so t h a t  he wouldn't be o u t  of a job.  

Te i se r  : That 's r i g h t  . 

*It was a s u b s t a n t i a l  v i c t o r y ;  
t han  260,000 vo te s .  

h e  defea ted  W i l l  Rogers, Jr. by more 



Johnson: Yes. It w a s  never  cons idered  by my f a t h e r .  

Te iser :  I don ' t  suppose i t  would have been t r u e  t o  c h a r a c t e r ?  

Johnson: No. We used t o  laugh about  i t  because i t  got  s o  convoluted.  You 
know t h e  machinat ions.  How i n  t h e  world would Governor Knight appo in t  
himself  a s e n a t o r ,  which h e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  could do. Of course ,  how 
could anyone do i t ?  No, t h a t  w a s  never  considered s e r i o u s l y .  

Te i se r :  Didn ' t  i t  involve  h i s  s t epp ing  down and having t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor 
then  succeed him and appoin t  him? 

Johnson: He probably would have t o  have done t h a t .  

Te i se r :  Your f a t h e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e  t h e  Senate  remains a  mystery,  because 
I suppose nobody eve r  has  a s imple  s i n g l e  answer t o  why th.ey do 
t h i n g s .  Can you t h e o r i z e  about  t h e  v a r i o u s  circumstances t h a t  
caused him t o  dec ide  t o  run  f o r  governor,  r a t h e r  than  cont inuing  i n  
t h e  Senate? 

Johnson: Yes. I f o r t u n a t e l y  had t h e  summer of 1956 w i t h  him i n  Washington, 
and i t  was dur ing  t h a t  summer t h a t  he  began s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
of r e t i r i n g  from t h e  Senate  and running f o r  t h e  governorship.  I 
b e l i e v e  I do have an  unders tanding  of what h e  thought h i s  reasons  
were, what he expressed t o  me, anyway, what h i s  reasons  were a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  There may have been o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  Of courSe, no th ing  
is ever  completely s imple.  

I t h i n k  h i s  reasoning  was i n c o r r e c t ,  because I t h i n k  he d i d n ' t  
have enough a c c u r a t e  d a t a ,  b u t  he  be l i eved  t h a t  i n  American h i s t o r y  
no one--and t h i s  is what ' s  i nco r rec t , .  .no one--had g o t t e n  t o  t h e  
White House d i r e c t l y  from t h e  Senate.  They go t  t o  t h e  White House 
from t h e  s t a t e  house. Therefore,  having t h e  p la t form of governor 
of C a l i f o r n i a  would b e  a s t r o n g e r  avenue t o  winning a convention 
nomination than a s e a t  i n  t h e  Senate.  

-- 

T e i s e r :  Someone s a i d  t h a t  h e  thought i t  would b e  
minor i ty  l e a d e r  of t h e  Senate.  

a weak p l ace  t o  s t a r t  from 

Johnson: What w a s  t h e r e  you could do un le s s  change p a r t i e s !  

T e i s e r :  O r  wai ted i t  o u t .  I t  seemed t h a t  he  was t h e  kind of o p t i m i s t  who, 
i f  t h a t  had been h i s  theory ,  would have been w i l l i n g  t o  w a i t  i t  
o u t  u n t i l  h i s  minor i ty  s i t u a t i o n  changed, r a t h e r  than  wa i t i ng  i t  
ou t  i n  sacramento. 

Johnson: I ' v e  never heard t h a t  quote o r  s t a t emen t  be fo re .  I don' t  know. 
P r a c t i c a l l y  speaking,  i n  t hose  days t h e  minor i ty  l e a d e r  was t h e  
f o u r t h  most important  person i n  t h e  government, s o  i t ' s  ha rd ly  
a  weak p la t form.  



Johnson: Dad was a  wide reader  of American h i s t o r y  and biography, bu t  he w a s  
n o t ,  of course ,  completely c o r r e c t  t h a t  no one had ever  moved on 
from t h e  Senate ,  l e t  a lone  from p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  th.e Senate.  

Te iser :  I suppose it w a s  t r u e  t h a t  more often--

Johnson: S t a t i s t i c a l l y  yes ,  no ques t ion  about  t h a t ,  bu t  it w a s  n o t  wi thout  
some mer i t .  Of course ,  a l l  t h a t ' s  changed s i n c e  then .  The Senators  
seem t o  be t h e  people who, do come up t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t ,  no t  t h e  
governors.  

Te i se r :  Your f a t h e r  had p l e n t y  of exper ience  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
so  he knew Sacramento. It seems l o g i c a l  from t h a t  p o i n t  of view t o  
come back. 

Johnson: Well, we had a h i s t o r y  of v e r y  powerful governors i n  C a l i f o r n i a  
preceeding him. E a r l  Warren, of course ,  who w a s  a very  s t r o n g  
n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  he acceded t o  t h e  c o u r t .  
Strong--that sounds judgmental. I don' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h i n k  he 
w a s  a s t r o n g  governor of C a l i f o r n i a ,  b u t  he d i d  hold a s e a t  of 
tremendous in f luence  and power i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  and as a r e s u l t  even 
though C a l i f o r n i a  wasn ' t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  those  days,  i t  
w a s  g e t t i n g  t h e r e .  And Warren's t enu re  was impressive.  Herbert  
Hoover, and people who had come from C a l i f o r n i a  r e a l l y  had a power 
base,  s o  t h e  es tab l i shment  of a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between C a l i f o r n i a  and 
t h e  f i g u r e  was a n  important  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  seemed then ,  i n  '58. 

Te iser :  Well, you knew then  something of 
d id .  

t h i s  appa ren t ly  be fo re  anyone e l s e  

Johnson: I t 's  p o s s i b l e ,  except  I would t h i n k  M r .  [Pau l ]  Manolis, whom y o u ' l l  
be i n t e rv i ewing  l a t e r ,  would have perhaps known t h i s  and d iscussed  
i t  wi th  him probably a t  good l e n g t h .  Probably J i m  Gleason too ,  
whom you s a i d  you might be a b l e  t o  i n t e rv i ew i n  Washington. He'd 
be we l l  worth i t ,  because Jim would have been p r i v y ,  maybe n o t  a t  
t h e  beginning,  as I w a s  a t  home, b u t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  idea  j e l l e d .  
He would g ive  you more i n s i g h t  i f  he  chooses t o .  Maybe I ' m  a l l  
wet ,  b u t  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Te i se r :  It has  been w r i t t e n  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  confer  wi th  p a r t y  
people p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h a t  h i s  announcement came as a 
s u r p r i s e .  

Johnson: The p a r t y  people i n  C a l i f o r n i a ?  
C a l i f o r n i a ?  

I n  gene ra l ?  I n  Washington o r  

Te i se r :  Both. 

Johnson : hat 's p o s s i b l e  , 



Teiser : You don 't spec i f i c a l l y  know? 

Johnson: I don' t  remember i n  a pos i t ive  way h i s  ever having conversations 
wi'th other  p o l i t i c a l  people, whether they were h i s  confreres i n  
the  Senate, o r  people here,  o ther  than, I would say,  h i s  c lose  
s t a f f ,  and successively,  t he  r e s t  of the  family. 

The 1958 Campaign fo r  Governor 

Teiser: I think the  e l ec t i on  i t s e l f  
may have ins igh ts  i n to  i t .  
sister--

has been f a i r l y  f u l l y  discussed, but you 
I know tha t  your mother, and was i t  your 

Johnson: --and sister-in-law and myself-- 

Teiser:  --were a l l  on the  state--  

Johnson: --were a l l  on t h e  B i l l  Knowland Special Greyhound Bus. [ laughter]  

Teiser:  I ' v e  heard about t ha t .  

Johnson: I have some photographs, I think,  
They were absolutely fascinat ing.  

i n  the  back, of 
I t  was qu i te  a 

the  campaign. 
t rek.  

Teiser:  It must have been. Speaking of h i s t o r i c a l  
l i k e  t h a t  ever been done before? 

precedents, has anything 

Johnson: No, and I d idn ' t  think i t  would ever be done again e i ther !  [ laughter]  
I cannot speak f o r  my mother, and as  you know she f e l t  tha t  she could 
not take par t  i n  the  interview, but  I do know tha t  there  were times 
during the  campaign, and ce r t a in ly  afterwards as  we re f lec ted  back, 
t ha t  perhaps we did more harm than good. We have no idea. [laughte;] 

The campaign was kicked off  a t  the  Ambassador Hotel i n  Los Angeles, 
with l i v e  elephants,  and balloons. (A baby elephant, of course.) But 
i t  was something, and from there  i t  was s i x  s t r a i g h t  weeks without 
a break on the  road, three ,  four ,  f i v e  c i t i e s  a day. 

Teiser:  Who managed i t?  Who co-ordinated your a c t i v i t i e s ?  

Johnson: Paul Manolis was our advance man, and I guess he was ac tua l ly  our 
l o g i s t i c a l  manager. We were i n  Paul 's  hands to  get  from place t o  
place.  Gladys OIDonnell was the  Republican National Committeewoman 
i n  those days, and she did t r ave l  with us the e n t i r e  campaign, a s  
did a number of o ther  party o f f i c i a l s ,  depending on which p a r t  of 
the  s t a t e  we were i n .  A person from the  s t a t e  committee, I mean, 



Johnson: would come i n  and h e l p  us  o u t .  The d i f f e r e n t  county chairmen would 
always r i d e  w i t h  us  when we were i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  county. But Gladys 
was ve ry  important  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  and set-up of t h e  campaign a l s o .  

Now, whoever t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  management was, I don ' t  remember. 
There would have been p r o f e s s i o n a l  agency people,  I ' m  s u r e ,  involved 
s t a t ewide ,  b u t  I don ' t  know who they were. 

Te i se r :  You had a ve ry  s t r o n g  i s s u e  t o  d i s c u s s .  Did you spend most of your 
time on t h e  " r i g h t  t o  work" i s s u e ,  o r  dZd you j u s t  speak about your 
f a t h e r ' s  record  i n  gene ra l ?  You t a l k e d ,  I suppose, t o  groups? 

Johnson: Oh, yes.  

Te i se r :  What w a s  t h e  gene ra l  t eno r  of your t a l k s ?  

Johnson: I th ink  t h e  gene ra l  t eno r  of t h e  t a l k  was a r e q u e s t  f o r  indulgence 
from t h e  audience t h a t  Dad w a s  n o t  t h e r e  because he w a s  i n  Washington 
working on v i t a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which he w a s .  He w a s  f r a n k l y  unable 
t o  j o i n  u s  more than  probably a day each week i n  t h e  campaign, 
which was too  bad, of course.  That had t o  have a tremendous e f f e c t  
on t h e  campaign, r e g a r d l e s s  of a l l  t h e  e f f o r t  we pu t  ou t .  

When t h e  campaign had i ts  e a r l y  start i n  San Franc isco ,  t h e r e  
w a s  a p r e s s  conference,  which was a t t ended ,  i n  those  days,  mostly 
by newspaper r e p o r t e r s .  C l i n t  Mosher of t h e  Examiner asked Dad h i s  
op in ion  of t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  which w a s  known as t h e  " r i g h t  t o  work" 
law,* i f  i t  d id  become enacted.  Frankly,  t h a t  ques t ion  caught Dad 
s e r i o u s l y  o f f  ba lance ,  I t h i n k ,  because i t  w a s  q u i t e  unexpected. 
The b a l l o t  i s s u e ,  I th ink ,  had j u s t  q u a l i f i e d .  It was not  widely 
understood o r  known, and t h i s  I t h i n k  w a s  probably q u i t e  e a r l y .  I 
don ' t  even th ink  t h e  campaign i t s e l f  had begun--yes, i t  had,  because 
t h i s  w a s  ou r  f i r s t  week n o r t h ,  and i t  was t h e  f i r s t  b i g  p r e s s  con-
f e r e n c e  i n  San Francisco.  We were underway. 

.. I don ' t  remember t h e  exac t  words of Dad's response,  bu t  i t  was 
something t h a t  would be very i n  keeping wi th  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  a person should have t h e  r i g h t  t o  be employed, whether one d i d  
o r  d i d  n o t  belong t o  a union.  One should not  be denied the  r i g h t  
t o  be employed because one d i d  n o t  choose t o  belong i n  t h e  union. 
That- was a p o s i t i o n  h e  had he ld  f o r  y e a r s .  

*It w a s  on t h e  b a l l o t  as P ropos i t i on  18.  



Johnson: 	 Dad's response was taken t o  be  an  au tomat ic ,  complete endorsement 
of t h e  p ropos i t fon ,  and t h e  campaign and t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  became 
in t e r tw ined  a f t e r  t h a t .  We d i d  spend a g r e a t  d e a l  of t i m e  t r y i n g  
t o . k e e p  s e p a r a t e  t h a t  i s s u e  from Dad's-campaign, and it w a s  n o t  
poss ib l e .  . 

Addi t iona l ly ,  [ t h e r e  was] t h e  weakness of having fou r  women o u t  
on t h e  road campaigning f o r  t h e  cand ida t e ,  no mat te r  how charming 
and hardworking and s o  f o r t h ,  w e  were, [ l augh te r ]  

We d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  speak on i s s u e s ,  whether they  were l e g i s l a -  
t i v e  i s s u e s  t h a t  were being worked on i n  Washington, o r  p o l i t i c a l  
i s s u e s ,  o r  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
w e  were n o t  t h e  candida te .  We were r e p r e s e n t i n g  him, doing ou r  b e s t  
t o  show t h e  enthusiasm of t h e  campaign, t o  ga in  suppor t  f o r  t h e  
e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  w e  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  ou r se lves  a s  e x p e r t s  o r  spokesmen 
f o r  t h e  candidate--spokeswomen. 

Te i se r :  	 When your f a t h e r  jo ined  you, d i d  he  answer ques t ions  f u r t h e r ,  and 
t a k e  s u b s t a n t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  on ques t ions ,  o r  d i d  he j u s t  speak and 
rush  back t o  Washington? 

Johnson: 	 I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of  t h e  t imes when h e  was wi th  us .  I remember 
one t ime was i n  Sacramento, and it was an  address.. But t h e r e  would 
be a p r e s s  conference accompanying t h e  add res s .  

The way t h e  format  would be  s e t  up t h e r e  might be  a r ecep t ion .  
He d i d n ' t  have t h e  t ime t o  do t h e  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h e  shopping c e n t e r s ,  
and s o  f o r t h ;  t h a t  was up t o  us .  But it would b e  a convent ion h a l l ,  
a conference,  a major meeting, u s u a l l y  w i th  a r ecep t ion  t o  meet t h e  
people,  a t  l e a s t  who organized i t ,  i f  n o t  a l l  t h e  people who were 
t h e r e ,  t i m e  a l lowing.  There was t h e  address  and always ques t ions  
from t h e  f l o o r .  H i s  format always included an  open forum, f o r  maybe 
a b r i e f  per iod  of  t ime,  and a s  o f t e n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a p r e s s  conference.  
Of course one of t h e  reasons  h e  was i n  t h e  West was t o  g e t  t h e  
newspaper and t e l e v i s i o n  coverage. You had t o  have a p r e s s  conference;  
t h e  speech i t s e l f  wouldn ' t  make t h e  news. 

Te i se r :  	 Was t h e r e  any f e e l i n g  a t  a l l  t h a t  t h e  combination of t h e  Los Angeles 
Times and t h e  Merchants and ?.ianufacturers Assoc ia t ion  backing 
worked t o  h i s  de t r imen t?  

Johnson : 	Well, t o  t h i s  degree-- No, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  because everyone who 
is  a Republican i n  t h i s  s t a t e  would l i k e  t o  have such suppor t .  So, 
no, I don ' t  t h i n k  so .  

But I t h i n k  what happened i n  that year  w a s  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  except ion  
of t h e  Teamsters Union, who d i d  suppor t  Dad pub l i c ly ,  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  
i t s e l f  on " r i g h t  t o  work," with. which Dad campaigned, became l i nked .  



Johnson: 

T e i s e r : 


Johnson : 


Teis  e r  : 

Johnson : 

Teis  e r  : 

Johnson: 

Te i se r  : 

Johnson: 

It d id  more i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  and perhaps i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  count ry ,  t o  s o l i d i f y  organized l a b o r .  The c o r o l l a r y  t o  
t h a t  is t h a t  those  who were supported by, o r  supported,  business--
you know, i f  you ' re  n o t  w i t h  m e ,  y o u r r e  a g a i n s t  m e - - i t  was a  v e r y  
s imple d i v i s i o n ,  I th ink ,  caused by t h e  tremendous e f f o r t  of COPE, 
t h e  Committee on Political--COPE was t h e  C I O r s  p o l i t i c a l  arm--

Education? 

Education, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  How could we f o r g e t  t h a t ?  It r e a l l y  t i e d  
up and s t rengthened  n o t  only t h e  p o s i t i o n  of l a b o r  t o  f i g h t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  campaign i s s u e  and p ropos i t i on ,  bu t  gave t h e  r e a l  k i c k  
f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  becoming t h e  s t r o n g e s t  l a b o r  s t a t e  i n  t h e  union,  
which we s t i l l  a r e .  This  has  given us  t h e  h ighes t  s tandard  of l i v i n g  
and t h e  h i g h e s t  c o s t  of l i v i n g ,  and t h e  h i g h e s t  unemployment r a t e ,  
and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  t h ings  concomitant w i t h  i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  some of t h e  
b igges t  ha rbo r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  some of t h e  f i n e s t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r y .  It has  had a tremendous 
impact. I t h i n k  t h a t  e l e c t i o n  year  r e a l l y  gave i t  a  k i ck  o f f  t h e  
ground t h a t  never would have happened o therwise  t o  t h i s  degree.  

It had gained g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  Depression,  and then  a f t e r  
t h a t  i t  had had no good opponents.  

Yes, and when t h e  war came t h e  unions were r e a l l y  on a  p l a t e a u ,  
except  perhaps f o r  some of them l i k e  t h e  coa l  miners  began t o  g e t  
s t r e n g t h  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  where t h e r e  was a  r eg iona l  i ndus t ry  
t h a t  a f f e c t e d  some people.  But n a t i o n a l l y ,  unionism w a s  n o t  some-
th ing  on t h e  tremendous r i s e  t h a t  i t  had been dur ing  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
of t h e  C I O ,  and t h e  beginning of t h e  tremendous admirable  g u i l d s  
and t r a d e s  unions t h a t  began i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine t een th  century  and 
e a r l y  p a r t  of t h i s  century .  It was waning, b u t  they s u r e  turned 
i t  around. Again, t h i s  is theory .  There ' s  no documentation of 
t h i s ,  b u t  t h i s  is twenty yea r s  l a t e r  looking  back and see ing  what 's  
happened. 

Well,  i t ' s  your  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  and you a r e  a  s tuden t  of h i s t o r y .  

A f t e r  t h e  primary t h e r e  w a s  a change i n  t h e  campaign o r  t h e  
chairman of t h e  campaign. 

I n  '58? 

I n  1958. Do you remember t h a t ?  

No, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I don' t  remember. 

For t hose  who were on t h e  i n s i d e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  w a s  
n o t  a s u r p r i s e .  I th ink  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  d e f e a t ,  which w a s  a s  g r e a t  
a s  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  v i c t o r y  i n  1952, was a s u r p r i s e .  The degree of 
t h e  l o s s .  That t h e r e  was a  l o s s ,  I t h i n k  was n o t  a s u r p r i s e .  



Johnson: One c u t e  l i t t l e  t Q n e t t e - - t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  eve 
of t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  the l a s t  day of the campaign, was spen t  i n  Los 
Angeles, and then  w e  f l e w  back t h e  nex t  day t o  v o t e  up he re .  What 
do you do t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  an  e l e c t i o n ?  Go t o  t h e  movies. Dad 
was w i t h  u s ,  of course .  The f ami ly  p i l e d  i n t o  whatever c a r s  people  
o f f e r e d  t o  d r i v e  u s ,  and went t o  a t h e a t r e ,  I somehow th ink  i t  was 
Grauman's Chinese, b u t  t h a t ' s  j u s t  probably romantic  memory. The 
movie was The Las t  Hurrah w i t h  Spencer Tracy, which was a n  i d e a l  
e l e c t i o n  eve  movie t o  s ee .  

Somehow t h e r e  w a s  an  in t e rmis s ion ,  and a t  i n t e r m i s s i o n  w e  went 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  foye r  f o r  a  b r e a t h  of a i r ,  and who w a s  there--Pat 
and Bern ice  Brown! That was fun .  [ l a u g h t e r ]  

T e i s e r :  Someone s a i d  t h a t  your g randfa the r ,  Joseph R. Knowland's f i r s t  
r e a c t i o n  t o  hea r ing  t h a t  your f a t h e r  would n o t  r u n  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  
Senate  w a s  anger .  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  Do you remember t h a t ?  

Johnson: I wasn ' t  p r e s e n t  when Dad would have t o l d  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and I don't  
know t h a t .  Anger, could be--I do t h i n k  my grandfa ther  f e l t  my 
f a t h e r  was extremely f o o l i s h ,  t h a t  i t  was a mis take ,  be fo re  t h e  f a c t .  

Te i se r :  I suppose h e  supported him a f t e r  h e  got-- 

Johnson: Oh, of course .  Once t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  made and committed, then  
a b s o l u t e l y ,  h e  supported him wi th  every th ing  he  could do. A l l  
encouragement and p o l i t i c a l  h e l p ,  c a l l i n g  i n  a l l  t hose  c a l l i n g  
c a r d s ,  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  "Papoo," a s  we c a l l e d  him, could do. 

t h e  

Anger, I d o n ' t  know. I don ' t  know t h a t  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  h e  was 
eve r  angry a t  Dad. They d i d  no t  have a  stormy r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  they 
had a  ve ry  amiable  one. Dad's c l o s e s t  con f idan t  was h i s  f a t h e r ,  
up u n t i l  h i s  f a t h e r  became i n f i r m  t h e  las t  t h r e e  yea r s  of h i s  l i f e .  
He l i v e d  u n t i l  h e  was n ine ty- three .  

Knowland, Nixon, Knight 

Te i se r :  Again, b r ing ing  up r e p o r t s ,  t h e r e  was a  s t o r y  t h a t  Nixon somehow 
s t i r r e d  th ings  up du r ing  t h a t  e l e c t i o n  h e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h a t  
he  backed d i s s e n t i o n  so a s  t o  keep everybody weak, o r  one way and 
another  t r i e d  t o  keep people o f f  ba lance  t o  b u i l d  himself up. 

Johnson: Nixon's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Dad's campaign was n i l ,  which says  a  g r e a t  
d e a l .  He w a s  Vice P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  h e  w a s  a 
C a l i f o r n i a n ,  he 'd  been a  c o n f r e r e  of Dad's i n  t h e  Senate .  When 
Nixon was f i r s t  e l e c t e d  t o  Congress i n  1946, he  came t o  c a l l  on 



Johnson: 

T e i s e r : 

Johnson : 

T e i s e r  : 


Johns on : 


Te i se r  : 


Johnson : 

T e i s e r  : 

Dad, which was a cou r t e sy  t h i n g  of t h e  new congressman c a l l i n g  on 
t h e  Senator .  I remember g e t t i n g  h i s  autograph t h a t  day--T had a 
c o l l e c t i o n  a s  a kid--and h e  s igned  i t ,  "Thls is t h e  f i r s t  au tograph  
I ' v e  s igned  s i n c e  being e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress." 

Therefore ,  t h e  men obviously had known each o t h e r  over  t h e  y e a r s ,  
and they 'd  had a r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  one would have. Nixon's absence 
and l a c k  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  would have t o  b e  assumed t o  speak f o r  
i t s e l f .  H i s  l a c k  of t a k i n g  p a r t ,  h i s  l a c k  of  endorsement c e r t a i n l y  
d i d n ' t  suppor t  t h e  oppos i t i on ,  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  he lp  calm t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  
w i t h i n  t h e  campaign i n  t h e  s t a t e .  There w a s  no boos t .  Of course ,  
maybe i t  w a s  no harm e i t h e r .  [ l augh te r ]  

What e l s e  do you hear  about  t h a t ?  T h a t t s  i n t e r e s t f n g ,  because 
t h e r e  w a s  never anyth ing  conc re t e  t h a t  I knew o f .  There w a s  j u s t  
a l a c k  of suppor t  of t h e  Vice P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  
a  major e l e c t i o n  i n  h i s  home s t a t e .  

I t h i n k  some people s a i d  t h a t  he  may o r  may n o t  have been a t  a 
conference i n  Phoenix, Arizona, i n  which i t  was decided t o  boost  
Knight over t o  t h e  Senate  r a c e .  Other people who were t h e r e  a r e  
known, b u t  nobo.dy knows r e a l l y  wheth-er Nixon was t h e r e  o r  n o t .  It 
w a s  t h e i r  impression t h a t  he  w a s  t h e r e  i n  s p i r i t .  

What w a s  t h e  t iming of  i t ?  Because Dad d i d  n o t  c o n s u l t  w i t h  th.e 
p a r t y  people ,  e i t h e r  h e r e  o r  i n  Washington, regard ing  h i s  dec i s ion  
t o  run  f o r  governor.  Had Knight a l r e a d y  announced he was n o t  going 
t o  run?  Was Dad in t end ing  t o  t ake  him on head t o  head i n  t h e  primary? 
I t h i n k  s o ,  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

It seems t o  me t h a t  Knight backed r i g h t  o u t  e a r l y .  

I t h i n k  s o .  

He s t a r t e d  o u t  b rave ly ,  s ay ing ,  "Well, I ' m  going t o  run  anyway," 
b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  l as t  long .  

I t h i n k  he  d id  p u l l  o u t  a f t e r  i t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and then  i t  w a s  
a mat te r  t o  save f a c e ,  t o  save  a job,  whatever--

Dad and Knight d i d  n o t  con fe r ,  t o  my knowledge, on what would 
happen t o  Knight,  nor d i d  Dad even, I b e l i e v e ,  l e t  t h e  governor 
know t h a t  he was going t o  go o u t  f o r  h i s  job head on be fo re  he  
announced i t  p u b l i c l y .  

I t h i n k  t h e  genera l  i d e a  is t h a t  then  t h e  p a r t y  people had t o  scramble 
around and dec ide  what i n  t he  world they  were going t o  do wi th  Knight,  
Does t h a t  f i t  i n  w i t h  your-- 



Johnson: 

T e i s e r  : 

Johnson: 

Teis  e r  : 

Johnson : 


Te i se r : 


Johnson: 


T e i s e r  : 

Johnson : 

Yes, I t h i n k  s o ,  b u t  I donl ' t  t h i n k  tTiat was p a r t t c u l a r l y  a  concern 
of Dad's. 

I wonder i f  Knight and Nixon ever  got  on t h e  phone. 

I ' v e  always had t h e  impression they  d id ,  bu t  I have no i d e a  i f  t hey  
d i d  o r  no t .  I t h i n k  where I would have my impression would be  t h e  
same p l a c e  you ?d have yours ,  and t h a t  would be from rumor and s c u t t l e -  
b u t ,  and hearsay  and suppos i t i on .  Who knows? There a r e  people 
s ay ing  where t h e r e ' s  smoke t h e r e ' s  f i r e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  h i s t o r y .  

Your f a t h e r  couldn ' t  have been been ve ry  f r i e n d l y  pe r sona l ly  w i th  
Nixon, so  f a r  as I can g a t h e r .  Nixon seemed t o  be c o n s t a n t l y  doing 
t h e  wrong t h l n g  t o  make f r i e n d s  w i t h  your f a t h e r ,  Wasnl't i t  be fo re  
t h e  '52 convent ion i n  Chicago t h a t  Nixon go t  on t h e  t r a i n  i n  Denver? 
Were you on t h a t  t r a i n ?  

Yes, yes .  

Nixon gummed t h i n g s  up, o r  t r i e d  to .  

I w a s  p r e t t y  young then .  I remember going t o  t h e  convention on t h a t  
t r a i n ,  and be ing  s o  e x c i t e d  about  going t o  Chlcago and going t o  a 
convent ion,  b u t  I don ' t  remember a g r e a t  d e a l  of what happened on 
t h e  t r a i n .  I do remember p a r t s  of t h e  convent ion i t s e l f ,  and I do 
remember my understanding of what Dad's i n t e r e s t s ,  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  d e l e g a t i o n ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  major cand ida t e s ,  and 
s o  f o r t h ,  were. Nixon's g e t t i n g  on t h e  t r a i n  and gumming t h i n g s  up, 
I don ' t  know. 

I t h i n k  i t  is f a i r l y  w e l l  supported t h a t  Nixon unexpectedly got  on 
t h e  t r a i n  and s t a r t e d  b e a t i n g  t h e  drums f o r  Eisenhower. 

Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  because of course  t h e  [ C a l i f o r n i a ]  de1egat ion:was 
committed t o  Warren as a f a v o r i t e  son cand ida t e ,  as w e l l  as a s e r i o u s  
candida te .  The swi t ch  began t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  complicated because 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  f a v o r i t e  son cand ida t e  of course  was no t  t h e  same 
t h i n g  as t h e  candida te ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from C a l i f o r n i a .  

I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  be fo re  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  l e f t  f o r  Chfcago, i f  one 
could have taken--and I don ' t  know how you could document i t  today--
a n  informal  head count of should they be  r e l e a s e d  be fo re  t h e  f i r s t  
b a l l o t ,  where would they  go, t h e  ma jo r i t y  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  delega-  
t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime would have gone f o r  T a f t ,  wi thout  ques t ion .  

However, by t h e  t ime they were ready t o  start  c a s t i n g  that f i r s t  
b a l l o t  i n  Chicago, had they  been r e l e a s e d  on t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t  t o  
v o t e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  c e r t a i n l y  would have gone f o r  Eisenhower, which 
i s ,  of course ,  one r eason  why they were he ld  on t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  



Te i se r :  	 It was s a i d  t h a t  when t h e  b a l l o t i n g  took  p l a c e  on t h e  convention 
f l o o r ,  and i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  Eisenhower was going t o  g e t  t h e  
nomination about mid-way through t h e  s t a t e s ,  t h a t  your f a t h e r  
a t tempted  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of the chairman i n  o r d e r  t o  
change C a l i f o r n i a ' s  v o t e  j u s t  then  t o  come r i g h t  i n  on t h e  Eisenhower 
s i d e  (because i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  Eisenhower was goEng t o  g e t  i t ) ,  
and g i v e  C a l i f o r n i a  c r e d i t  f o r  coming r i g h t  i n ,  He f a f l ed  somehow--
t h e  chairman ignored him, o r  something of t h e  s o r t .  

Johnson: 	 I ' l l  t e l l  you t h a t  t h a t  morning my b r o t h e r  and s i s te r - in- law and 
I o v e r s l e p t ,  and we d id  n o t  g e t  t o  t h e  convention h a l l  u n t i l  t h e  
f i r s t  b a l l o t  was complete.  So I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t ,  A s  long  a s  I 
l i v e - - i t t s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t augh t  me t o  be on t i m e  f o r  t h e  
r e s t  of my l f f e ,  I t h i n k ,  because t h a t  had t o  be one of t h e  most 
h i s t o r i c a l  t imes i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of convent ions,  and I s l e p t  through 
it! 

Paul  [Manolis] would have been t h e r e ,  and I t h i n k  J i m  Gleason 
might have been t h e r e .  There would have been a number of people.  
There a r e  s t i l l  a l o t  of C a l i f o r n i a n s  around who were d e l e g a t e s  .. 

t h e r e  t h a t  would remember. 

Te i se r :  	 This  must have been something t h a t  wasn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  obvious t o  
everyone. 

Johnson: 	 There may be a rumor involved i n  t h a t .  That would b e  i n  keeping too ,  
because it w a s  t h e  kind of thing-- there were a couple of t imes i n  
t h e  Senate  where-- Once when Truman w a s  be ing  c a s t i g a t e d  f o r  his 
what some Senators  f e l t  exces s ive  a u t h o r i t y  i n  d e a l i n g  with t h e  
Korean s i t u a t i o n .  Dad w a s  t h e  only  Republican t o  s t a n d  up and 
s a y ,  "He's our  P r e s i d e n t ,  and we're going t o  fo l low him. This  i s  
a n a t i o n  of honor and h e ' s  our  P re s iden t  r i g h t  o r  wrong, and h e ' s  
my P r e s i d e n t .  I '  

Same t h i n g  dur ing  t h e  f i f t i e s  when Eisenhower was P r e s i d e n t  
and t h e  McCarthy e r a  was h o t .  The Democrats were j u s t  having a 
f i e l d  day c r i t i c i z i n g  Eisenhower, and he  was the  only  Republican 
t o  g e t  up and say ,  "Mr.  Eisenhower is our  P re s iden t . "  

So, t h a t  kind of a t h i n g ,  of maybe wanting t o  g e t  t h e  chairman's 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  throw C a l i f o r n i a  i n t o  t h e  swing would have been, "'It's 
obvious we have a cand ida t e ,  l e t ' s  a l l  u n i f y  behind him and g ive  him 
a l l  t h e  suppor t  you can g ive ."  It w a s  probably a good p u b l i c  image 
of a u n i f i e d  p a r t y ,  and i t ' s  done w i t h ,  c l o s e  t h e  r anks ,  That ' s  i n  
keeping, t h a t  would be  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  behavior  and p r i n c i p l e s .  
But Paul  o r  someone e l s e  would b e  someone t o  v e r i f y  t h a t .  I r e a l l y  
have no idea .  



T e i s e r :  Your mention of Truman--I t h i n k  i t  was i n  your f a t h e r ' s  i n t e rv i ew 
t h a t  h e  s a i d  h e  had a g r e a t  d e a l  of r e s p e c t  f o r  M r .  Truman. 

Johnson: Oh, yes .  

My own op in ion  is t h a t  h e  probably is -t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
century .  I suppose, does t h e  man make h i s t o r y  o r  does h i s t o r y  
make t h e  man? He was involved i n  events  t h a t  t h e r e  was noth ing  
l i k e  i t  i n  t h i s  cen tu ry ,  s o  f a r ,  and h e  handled himself e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y ,  
He r e a l l y  d i d  q u i t e  a job of i t .  I ' m  a n  admirer  of h i s  a l s o .  

Knowland and Warren 

Te i se r :  One of t h e  o t h e r  ques t ions  I have is. whether your f a t h e r  had a hand 
i n  any way i n  E a r l  warren 's  being appoin ted  t o  t h e  Supreme Court? 

Johnson: Yes, Dad d i d  d i r e c t l y  suppor t  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t h a t  Warren would 
be  c e r t a i n l y  a  good cand ida t e  t o  cons ider  f o r  t h e  Supreme Court 
j u s t i c e s h i p .  There was no l o v e  l o s t  between those  two men, b u t  
they r e spec t ed  each o.ther i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  and t h e r e ' s  no ques t ion  
t h a t  when Warren w a s  e l eva t ed  t o  t h e  Court ,  t h a t  h i s  s ta ture--or  
how h e  was anyway, by people who might have thought t h a t  
he 'd  been a l igh t -weight  p o l i t i c i a n  b e f o r e  t h a t  time--was, of course ,  
tremendously inc reased .  The Warren Court had t h e  impact on t h i s  
country-- there 's  been noth ing  l i k e  i t  s i n c e  Hays' time. The impact 
w a s  i n c r e d i b l e  of what happened du r ing  t h e  Warren d e c i s i o n s ,  r i g h t  
o r  wrong. Some of them may be be ing  recons idered  today,  

Warren w a s  supported by Dad, as f a r  as encouraging t h e  p r e s i d e n t  
t o  appo in t  him. There 's  no ques t ion ,  of course ,  i t  b d  t o  be  
cons idered  i n  some ways as an  a c t  of r e c i p r o c i t y ,  I suppose would be  
a p o l i t e  way t o  p u t  i t ,  f o r  whatever suppor t  d i d  come from t h e  
convent ion.  Except i t  r e a l l y  didn't--you know, when you come r i g h t  
down t o  i t ,  those  C a l i f o r n i a  v o t e s  d i d n ' t  m a t t e r  a t  a l l . .  So i t  
might have been a  t h i n g  of t h e r e  w a s  a man t o  do t h e  job ,  and he  
a c t u a l l y  d i d  a ve ry  good one. 

Te i se r :  You s a y  t h e r e  was no l o v e  l o s t  between those  two men? 

Johnson: Between Knowland and Warren. 
r a n  o u t .  

U l t ima te ly .  I mean as t h e i r  l i v e s  

T e i s e r :  Why was t h a t ?  Was i t  i d e o l o g i c a l ?  

Johnson: I t h i n k  so .  I b e l i e v e  i t  r e a l l y  w a s ,  because they were ve ry  close-- 
I mean, they grew up toge the r .  Here he w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  
of Alameda County, and Dad w a s  a  young l e g i s l a t o r .  My g randfa the r  



Johnson: had g o t t e n  E a r l  Warren i n  a  p o s i t i o n  where h e  became t h e  d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y  of Alameda County, and p r a c t i c a l l y  took him by t h e  hand 
and e l eva t ed  him a l l  t h e  way a long  i n  t h e  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l  and 
t h e  governorship. He always had my g randfa the r ' s  suppor t .  

Governor Warren, i n  t u r n ,  appointed Dad t o  t h e  Senate ,  s o  you've 
g o t  a  f u l l  c i r c l e  of t i e s  and t h i n g s  toge the r ,  which were f a n t a s t i c .  

A s  c h i l d r e n  we were f r i e n d s .  
f r i e n d s .  Pe r sona l ly ,  I th ink  w e  

The Warren c h i l d r e n  and we were 
a l l  got a long  q u i t e  w e l l .  

But t h e r e  was a s t r o n g  d i v i s i o n  of t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  theory .  They 
were never i n  t h e  same forum where they were d e a l i n g  i n  a  compet i t ive  
way about  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  s o  t h a t  wouldn ' t  r e l a t e ,  b u t  on domestic 
i s s u e s  they d id  d i f f e r .  Dad considered Warren a  l i b e r a l ,  and Dad 
i n  t hose  days was c e r t a i n l y  considered a  conserva t ive .  They 
d i f f e r e d ,  and they  d i f f e r e d  on how they were involved i n  and 
handled p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

Te i se r :  Apparently Governor Warren never  r e a l i z e d  t h i s ,  and I th ink  mentioned 
o f f  t h e  t a p e  t h a t  he  never q u i t e  understood why your f a t h e r  was n o t  
a s  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  him l a t e r  a s  h e  had been e a r l i e r .  

Johnson: I t h i n k  i t  was s t r i c t l y  a  mat te r  of philosophy, I r e a l l y  do. Unlike 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  Nixon, I never had any informat ion  o r  i n t i m a t i o n ,  
t h a t  something t h a t  could be considered a s  d u p l i c i t y  ever  occurred 
o r  was caused by Warren. I always had t h e  impression he  was a  man 
of honor,  d e a l t  up f r o n t ,  and so  f o r t h .  So, I can only  t h i n k  t h a t  
i t  was philosophy, and I know t h a t  Dad was c r i t i c a l  of Warren's 
p o l i t i c s .  

Asia  I n t e r e s t s # #  

Teiser :  This  is  n o t  a C a l i f o r n i a  s t a t e  m a t t e r ,  bu t  j u s t  now i t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
How do you t h i n k  your f a t h e r  began h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  Taiwan? 

Johnson: I th ink  t h e  P a c i f i c  bas in ,  and our focus  t o  t h e  west was a  major 
f a c t o r .  I th ink ,  obviously,  t h e  war, and our  involvement i n  an  
Asian s i t u a t i o n  which was no t  t h e  United S t a t e s '  primary a r e a  f o r  
v i c t o r y .  You know, f i r s t  on t h e  l i s t  was t o  b e a t  Germany and 
second was Japan. But on t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast,  whether i t  was "San 
Franc isco  is going t o  be bombed nex t ,  l1 o r  whatever,  our western 
focus  was s t rong .  

I do know t h a t  i n ,  I th ink  1946 and/or  1947, and/or  1948, 
Mother and Dad d id  t a k e  f ac t - f ind ing  t o u r s  of Asia ,  i nc lud ing  
Mainland China--well , China--and Japan, and o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  



Johnson: Far Eas t  t h a t  one could g e t  i n t o  and tou r .  P a r l y  because tremendous 
amounts of a i d  were going i n t o  ChiangFs f o r c e s  t o  d e f e a t  Mao, o r  t o  
r e s i s t  t h e  d e f e a t  by Mao, on t h e  mainland, and a l s o  our  e f f o r t s  
under McArthur i n  Japan f o r  " r e h a b i l i t a t i o n Y 1 '  quote,  r e b u i l d i n g  
Japan. Dad's i n t e r e s t  in f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  had gone on f o r  many years .  

I do know t h a t  t h e  l a s t  p l a n e  t h a t  l e f t  Chunking w i t h  t h e  Chiangs 
aboard a l s o  had Mom and Dad aboard,  f l e e i n g  i n  t h e  f a c e  of Mao's 
t roops .  

Te i se r :  Right  i n  t h e  middle of i t ?  

Johnson: Right  i n  t h e  middle of i t .  

Thei r  pe r sona l  exper ience  of t h e  presence of t h e  expansion of 
Mao and t h e  c o l l a p s e  of Chiang's a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  China-- And, 
of course ,  then  witnessed t h e  es tab l i shment  of t h e  Chiang government 
on Taiwan. (Formosa, as t h e  Japanese  c a l l e d  i t ,  and ou r  newspapers 
c a l l e d  i t  i n  t hose  days . )  So t h a t  was f i r s t - h a n d  exper ience  being 
s e n t  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  Senate  t o  s e e  what w a s  happening w i t h  American 
funds and r e p o r t  back--you know, a t y p i c a l  f ac t - f ind ing  tou r .  He 
a l s o  had I suppose a  pe r sona l  knowledge of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  involved 
a s  t ime had gone by. 

Te i se r :  I suppose t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
w i th  Russia-- 

t h a t  China would do as s h e  d i d ,  and a l i g n  

Johnson: Yes. 

Te i se r :  Did h e  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t ?  

Johnson: Would you c l a r i f y  t h a t  quest ion.  a  l i t t l e  b i t ?  

T e i s e r :  Did he  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  mainland China would t u r n  completely communist, 
and f o r  a time, would have a n  a l l i a n c e ,  which he  might assume would 
las t  f o r e v e r ,  w i t h  Russia? 

Johnson: Well, e i t h e r  t h a t ,  o r  form i ts  own necklace  of "balkan" states, 
which could inc lude  Japan, Korea, Singapore,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  e t c .  
I ' t h i n k  t h e r e  was a  d e f i n i t e  f e a r .  And, looking  back on i t ,  r i g h t  
o r  wrong, today a f t e r  how many y e a r s ,  normalizing r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
China. It took us  u n t i l  1933 t o  normalize r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  Sovie t  
Union. Times come about .  Whether i t ' s  because of c o r r e c t  o r  
i n c o r r e c t  p o l i t i c s  which change over t h e  y e a r s ,  o r  an  economic 
r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  f a c t s  because of t r a d e  needs,  who knows? 

But, i f  i t  weren ' t  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  
main ta in ing  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of what was c a l l e d  Formosa i n  those  days ,  
as we l l  a s  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  of Japan, t h e r e  i s  no ques t ion  t h a t  today 



Johnson: Japan would n o t  be ,  I th ink ,  one of t h e  wor ld ' s  g r e a t  powers 
economically,  any more than  Europe would have been r e b u i l t  had 
w e  no t  had t h e  Marshal l  P lan .  So I t h i n k  t h e  American p o l i c y ,  and 
Dad!s i n t e r e s t  i n  i t ,  was one much broader  than  "We've g o t  t o  have 
mutual defense  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  Formosa." It was one looking t o  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  P a c i f i c  Basin from ba lkan iza t ion .  

The 1956 Republican Convention 

T e i s e r :  I don ' t  t h i n k  we've touched 
from what else you've s a i d ,  
you a t  t h e  '56 convent ion? 

the 1956 convent ion,  I d o n ' t  know, 
t h a t  t h e r e  was anyth ing  s p e c i a l .  Were 

Johnson: Yes, I was a page t h a t  year .  

Te i se r :  Was t h a t  when your f a t h e r  made a t a l k  suppor t ing  Nixon's nomination? 

Johnson: He may have. He was p a r t  of t h e  t i c k e t .  He may very we l l  have been 
one of t h e  speakers  nominating Nixonas  t h e  procedure of t h e  
convent ion goes along.  I t  was a r a t h e r  q u i e t  conven t ion . .  

I do know t h a t  Nixon came over  t o  our  home i n  Piedmont one evening 
dur ing  t h e  convent ion.  M r s .  Nixon was n o t  w i th  him, H e  had d r inks  
and d inne r .  My pe r sona l  memory of i t  was t h a t  Nixon f e l t  d i shea r t en -  
ed ,  almost a s  i f ,  "Yes, I ' m  being kept  on t h e  t i c k e t ,  bu t  nobody 
means i t ."  It  was a very i n t e r e s t i n g  evening. 

Other than  t h a t ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  convent ion p a r t i c u l a r l y  had 
a tremendous impact,  o t h e r  than  cont inuing  on t h e  tone  of more of 
"We Like Ike."  

Work w i t h  Oakland and t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Republican Pa r ty ,  1958-1474 

Te i se r :  Now perhaps we can go on t o  t h e  per iod  of t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  t h a t  w e  
were d i s c u s s i n g  b e f o r e  we s t a r t e d  tap ing .  Your f a t h e r ,  a f t e r  1958, 
came back t o  t h e  paper and worked ha rd ,  d i d n t t  he?  

Johnson: Yes. 

of 
Add i t iona l ly ,  I would say  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  h e  d id  were th ings  
a  c i v i c  na tu re .  

Te i se r :  Yes, I t h i n k  they 've  
s p e c i f i c a l l y. been documented a good d e a l  f o r  Oakland 



Johnson: Probably so . 
The newspaper--any newspaper today--has l e s s  impact than  i t  used 

t o .  With t h e  tremendous in f luence  of t e l e v i s i o n ,  I t h i n k  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  of newspapers has  dec l ined ,  wi thout  ques t ion ,  o t h e r  than  
f o r  t h a t  segment of t h e  community t h a t  looks t o  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  
and l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  newspaper. Through i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  suppor t  
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h e  P o r t  of Oakland, and t h e  expansion of our  t r a d e ,  
which has  b u i l t  Oakland's harbor  i n t o  t h e  second g r e a t e s t  con ta ine r -  
i zed  p o r t  i n  t h e  world, nex t  t o  Rotterdam. E f f o r t s  l i k e  t h a t .  
Continuing e f f o r t s  t o  suppor t  such t h i n g s  as t h e  New Oakland Committee 
(NOC). This  was a group of bus ines s  and l a b o r  l e a d e r s  and community 
leaders--neighborhood l e a d e r s ,  a s  they would be r e f e r r e d  t o  today--
who began t o  t r y  t o  s i t  down toge the r  t o  s ay ,  "Look, l e t ' s  keep 
Oakland from burning." There w a s  a book w r i t t e n  about t h a t  e r a  
c a l l e d  Oakland's ~ o tf o r  Burning. Then t h e r e  was a t e l e v i s i o n  
documentary t h a t  was done c a l l e d  Oakland, a Ta le  of Two C i t i e s .  
Lonnie D i l l a r d  w a s  t aken  as one person who w a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
b l ack  community l e a d e r s ,  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  person, and Dad on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e .  

I t h i n k  Dad d id  more, dur ing  t h e  t ime when Watts and D e t r o i t  
were burning,  t o  keep Oakland i n  harmony, which i s  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t h i n g ,  and which people might n o t  t h i n k  of as compatible w i th  h i s  
p e r s o n a l i t y  because you t h i n k  of him as conse rva t ive ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
perhaps a n t i - c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  o r  something e l s e .  I n  t h e  Senate ,  one 
of t h e  t h i n g s  I th ink  about  which Dad was most proud on domestic 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  h i s  r o l e  a s  t h e  minor i ty  Republican l e a d e r  i n  
p u t t i n g  through t h e  f i r s t  major c i v i l  r i g h t s  law s i n c e  t h e  Reconstruc- 
t i o n .  And he be l ieved  i n  i t .  When he got  back home, one of t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  devoted himself  t o  w a s  t h e  amiable  development of 
Oakland. 

Oakland's n o t  t h e  most dynamic economic c i t y  i n  t h e  count ry ,  and 
w e  do have a high unemployment r a t e ,  and s t i l l  have tremendous 
problems. But we d i d n ' t  burn,  we d i d n ' t  r i o t ,  and t h e  people on 
bo th  s i d e s  of any f ence  i n  t h i s  town have learned  how t o  begin  t o  
t a l k  t o  each o t h e r .  I t h i n k  Dad's c o n t r i b u t i o n  was t h e  primary one 
of a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h i s  town. A s  a r e s u l t  of h i s  dea th ,  
and Edgar Ka i se r ' s  s i c k  now, t h i s  town doesn ' t  have l eade r sh ip .  
[added l a t e r : ]  However, Ba r t  S h e t t e r l y  of Clorox and Corne l l e  
Mien of Kaiser  Aluminum a r e  doing ou t s t and ing  jobs i n  developing 
and g iv ing  l e a d e r s h i p  today.  

There was t h e  kind of t h i n g  at the. Tribune Tower j u s t  l i k e  h i s  
f a thex :  t h e  door was always open. No ma t t e r  who it was i n  town, 
you could go t o  him and s a y ,  "We want a h o t e l , "  o r  "We've got  too 
much unemployment, what a r e  we going t o  do about  it?'' It wasn ' t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a po t  of gold t h e r e ,  o r  any e l i x i r ,  bu t  i t  w a s  a s tar t  
t o  g e t  people t o  t a l k  about  i t  and s e e  what we could work ou t .  



Te i se r : 

Johnson : 

Te i se r  : 


Johnson: 


Te i se r  : 

Johnson : 

T e i s e r : 


Johnson : 


Every time I come t o  Oakland, I th ink  t h i s  is a c i t y  on t h e  r i s e .  
I see your redevelopment a r e a s  and they  look  a s  i f  something i s  
being done t o  them. 

I t h i n k  one of t h e  th ings  he  d i d  was t o  h e l p  Oakland keep a sense--
maybe g a i n  a  sense--of i t s  own va lue .  It 's a community of va lue ,  
and everybody i n  i t  has  va lue .  For s o  many y e a r s  t h e r e  was a "Kick 
me, I ' m  h e r e ,  I ' m  t h e  bedroom community of San Franc isco ,  and t h a t ' s  
a l l . "  Oaklanders were t h e  f i r s t  ones t o  make a  joke about  themselves.  
Things have happened, whether i t ' s  t h e  exci tement  of t h e  Raiders  
f o o t b a l l  team, o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  Paramount Theater .  

The Museum-- 

The Museum, which i s  gorgeous. It g ives  everybody i n  town something 
t o  hold  onto.  

You s a i d  you ' r e  n o t  s o  s u r e  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n  your f a t h e r  
had i n  r e - conso l ida t ing  t h e  Republican p a r t y  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s .  

I was n o t  a c t i v e  o r  involved i n  p o l i t i c s .  Well, t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e  
because my husband a t  t h a t  time was on t h e  Oakland C i ty  Council ,  
so we were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  government a f f a i r s .  

But a s  f a r  a s  Dad's r o l e ,  a s  i t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Republican p a r t y  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s, t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f  appeared t o  have changed 
from yha t  i t  had been i n  t h e  l a t e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s .  I t h i n k  
you and I d i scussed  before-- 

Yes. Would you say i t  aga in?  

P a r t  of t h e  change was perhaps t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  who were involved 
i n  those  f i f t e e n  yea r s  of t h e  l a t e  f o r t i e s  through t h e  f i f t i e s  had 
changed. Whereas I would cons ide r ,  from my memory and my unders tanding  
of p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  perhaps E a r l  Warren and Goodwin 
Knight, and perhaps Richard Nixon, could be considered t o  b e  
in f luenc ing  one l i n e  of thought  i n  t h e  Republican p a r t y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
Dad, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, and then  l a t e r ,  Ronald Reagan, would be 
cons idered ,  I th ink ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  another  l i n e  of thought.  I d o n ' t  
know i f  I ' m  c o r r e c t  about  where I ' d  pu t  Nixon, 

Subsequently,  I ' d  have t o  s a y  t h a t  when Dad aged he  moved more 
t o  t h e  l e f t .  For example, h i s  f e e l i n g  of Nixon's t r i p  t o  China 
was, "I t ' s  about  t ime." He had tremendous p r a i s e  and admira t ion  
f o r  t h e  t r i p  and f o r  t h e  beginning of opening t h e  door.  We were 
toge the r  t h e  morning t h a t  t h e  news broke. A s  I say ,  Dad's p o s i t i o n  
on c i v i l  r i g h t s  began t o  s e p a r a t e  him from t h e  John Bi rch  Socie ty ,  
and s o  f o r t h .  Dad j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  t o l e r a t e  t h a t  kind of conservat ism 
any longer  a s  he g o t  o l d e r .  



Johnson: 	 A s  a r e s u l t ,  he  may have become someone who was b e l i e v a b l e  by both 
t h e  conse rva t ives  and t h e  moderates i n  t h e  p a r t y .  He was t h e  e l d e r  
s ta tesman,  t h e  only  one l e f t  i n  town, so  t o  speak. Nixon w a s  o u t  
of o f f i c e  and p r a c t i c i n g  i n  New York, de fea t ed  i n  '60 and o u t  of 
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  scene  i n  t hose  days.  Warren w a s  gone, Knight w a s  
gone, Reagan w a s  upcoming. He (Reagan) was, I th ink ,  a f a n t a s t i c  
s c h o l a r  of p o l i t i c a l  l o r e ,  and of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w ,  and of c o u r t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  He r e a l l y  is  i n c r e d i b l e .  And of cou r se  he was a 
good speaker ,  made a  good p re sen ta t ion .  He was a good cand ida t e .  

Te i se r : 	 Did your f a t h e r  t h i n k  s o ,  too? 

Johnson: 	 Yes, he had a l o t  of admira t ion  f o r  Reagan. I d i d ,  too .  A t  f i r s t  
I thought ,  "What a r e  we doing wi th  t h i s  Hollywood ac to r?"  But t h i s  -
w a s  a man who'd been a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s  a l l  of h i s  l i f e ,  q u i e t l y ,  and 
who r e a l l y  w a s  a s t u d e n t  of p o l i t i c a l  history--and s t i l l  is. This 
v a l i d a t e d  my op in ion  of him. 

Teis  e r  : 	 Did your f a t h e r  g i v e  him advice?  Did he come t o  your f a t h e r  f o r  
adv ice?  

Johnson: 	 I don ' t know. Paul  [Manolis ] , again ,  would be  someone who could 
g i v e  you informat ion .  I know t h a t  whenever t h e  governor spoke h e r e  
i n  t h e  Bay Area, i f  i t  w a s  a f u n d r a i s e r  o r  a  campaign s i t u a t i o n ,  Dad 
would always t ake  a t a b l e  f o r  t en .  He always supported t h e  governor ' s  
e f f o r t s  p u b l i c l y ,  openly,  so  i t  would b e  known t h a t  B i l l  Knowland was 
t h e r e  and supported t h e  governor 's  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Te i se r  : 	 I n  t h i s  ca se ,  both i d e o l o g i c a l l y  and personal ly?  

Johnson: 	 I d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  I t h i n k  they were p r e t t y  much i n  accord.  F i s c a l  
conservat ism was something Dad never turned away from, I have t o  
s a y  t h a t .  He may have changed h i s  p o s i t i o n  on a  number of t h ings  
about  l a b o r ,  b u t  never about  communism and never about  f i s c a l  
conservat ism,  bu t  about  many o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

Te i se r : 	 There was a n  a r t i c l e  a f t e r  your f a t h e r ' s  dea th  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s  t h e r e  w a s  a  movement by t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  
Chamber of Commerce t o  b r i n g  up a  " r i g h t  t o  work" b i l l  aga in ,  and 
your f a t h e r  discouraged them. 

Johnson: 	 I n t e r e s t i n g .  I d i d n ' t  know about  t h a t .  

Te is  e r  : 	 Would t h a t  f i t  i n  w i t h  what you were say ing?  

Johnson: 	 I th ink  s o .  Of course ,  t h a t  would a l s o  be t h e  p r a c t i c a l  advice  
t o  g ive .  I f  you ' r e  kicked by t h e  mule t h e  f i r s t  t ime, i t ' s  t h e  
mule's f a u l t .  [ l augh te r ]  



Maior C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  

T e i s e r :  	 Well, you 've  r e a l l y  c l e a r e d  up a l o t  of q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  would have 
been  p u t  t o  your  f a t h e r .  . I ' l l  a s k  you a  v e r y  g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n ,  
which you may have thought  abou t :  what was your  f a t h e r ' s  major  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e ?  

Johnson: 	 I t h i n k  i n  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  we've had,  we've touched on  most of 
them. I ' d  start  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e s t ,  p r o b a b l y ,  and come down t o  t h e  
more s p e c i f i c  . 

I would s a y  t h a t  on  a g r e a t  s c a l e ,  a good d e a l  of C a l i f o r n i a ' s  
s t r e n g t h  today i s  i t s  economy, much of which is based  on t r a d e .  It 
i s  t h e  P a c i f i c  Bas in  w i t h  which we t r a d e .  I t h i n k  t h e  f o c u s i n g  of 
t h e  West Coas t  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  on t h e  P a c i f i c  pe rhaps - - th i s  may 
b e  s t r e t c h i n g  i t - -can  b e  t i e d  t o  t h e  emphasis o f  o u r  concern  a b o u t  
China,  and Chinese  a f f a i r s ,  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  and Japan ,  which c e r t a i n l y  
s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s  and c a r r i e d  on th rough  now t o  
t h e  opening of a tremendous market .  

Another p a r t  of C a l i f o r n i a ' s  g r e a t n e s s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  economics,  
and t h a t  i s  t h e  impact  I ment ioned  before - - r igh t  o r  wrong, good o r  
bad--of t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of C a l i f o r n i a  i n t o  one  o f  t h e  b a s t i o n s  o f  . 
o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r ,  one of t h e  s t r o n g h o l d s  of unionism i n  America. Also ,  
where e v e r y t h i n g  goes .  I n  Michigan,  Cesar  Chavez wouldn ' t  have had a 
c r a c k  a s  a Teamster .  I n  C a l i f o r n i a  o u r  a t t i t u d e  a b o u t  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  
o n e ' s  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s ,  o n e ' s  r i g h t  t o  s p e a k  o u t ,  which h a s  n e v e r  
been t rampled ,  was enhanced by t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1958, i n  which the 
" r i g h t  t o  work" i s s u e  i t s e l f  became a pr imary  i s s u e  o f  t h e  campaign. 
The unionism seemed d o c t r i n a i r e  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  b u t  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
unionism i t s e l f - - C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  grown. I t  was n o t  s t i f l e d  
by i t .  

Another impact ,  I would s a y ,  would b e  Dad's i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c i v i l  
r i g h t s  i s s u e s ,  n o t  o n l y  as h e  worked on  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  Congress 
i n  Washington, b u t  i t  was c l e a r l y  demonstra ted t o  m e  by h i s  c o n t i n u i n g  
on w i t h  s u c h  work as a b u s i n e s s  p e r s o n  h e r e  coming b a c k  t o  The Tr ibune .  
It was a major  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  w e l l b e i n g .  I d o n ' t  know 
how much t h e  impact  was, o b v i o u s l y .  Things  may n o t  have improved down 
t h e r e .  But i n  t h e  Bay Area,  where we have  been  a more l i b e r a l  popu- 
l a t i o n  and a h e a v i e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of m i n o r i t i e s ,  o r  non-whites,  I 
t h i n k  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  l e t ' s  t r y  and s h a k e  hands  and work on i t  h a s  
been  t h e  f a c t o r  t h a t  has d e s i g n e d  t h e  l i f e  i n  n o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e  i n  many p a r t s  o f  s o u t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a .  I t h i n k  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  p robab ly  n o t  changed 
a n  awful  l o t  i n  t h e  l a s t  twenty-f i v e  y e a r s  on i s s u e s  l i k e  t h a t .  



Johnson: 	 I t h i n k  probably o v e r a l l  his g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  o r  impact on 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  w a s  h i s  nature--himself , My memory of him, of course ,  
i s  t h a t  I w a s  h i s  c h i l d ,  t h a t  I looked up t o  him l i k e  a g i r l  looked 
up t o  h e r  f a t h e r ,  as a marvelous man and a hero .  What I s e e  him, 
and how I remember him from t h e  f i f t i e s  and s i x t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  
even t h e  f o r t i e s ,  obvious ly  may b e  pa in ted  p ink ,  r o s e  co lored .  But 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  Unless people have been j u s t  over-complimentary 
over  t he  y e a r s ,  I do t h i n k  he  r ep re sen ted  someone i n  American 
government i n  tho s e  days . 

He w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as a s ta tesman,  n o t  a p o l i t i c i a n ,  dur ing  most 
of h i s  p u b l i c  l i f e .  I c e r t a i n l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l though people d i s -  
agreed wi th  h i m  v i o l e n t l y ,  vehemently, they always respec ted  t h a t  he 
meant what he s a i d ,  and t h a t  he  could be  r e l i e d  on t o  back i t  up. 
He wouldn ' t  w a f f l e  on an  i s s u e .  Once h e  took a p o s i t i o n ,  he could 
be counted on. Whether you d i sag reed ,  o r  n o t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a p r e d i c t -
a b i l i t y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  a r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  l o y a l t y  of what he  s tood  
f o r .  

He may have been t h e  las t  of h i s  kind.  I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I see 
today i n  p o l i t i c s  people  whom I cons ider  t h e  same c a l i b e r  of person 
i n  p u b l i c  l i f e .  Maybe t h a t  w a s  caused by such th ings  as stubborn-
ness .  People used t o  c a l l  him Stubby, h i s  nickname, f o r  s tubborn.  
But I t h i n k  r e a l l y  he  w a s  a  man of i n c r e d i b l y  h igh  p r i n c i p l e ,  and 
I t h i n k  t h a t  kind of l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  something t h a t  was unique t o  
C a l i f o r n i a  dur ing  t h e  t ime t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  o f f i c e ,  even though he  
w a s  i n  o f f i c e  f o r  most of h i s  t ime of p u b l i c  l i f e  i n  Washington 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  C a l i f o r n i a .  I t ' s  something C a l i f o r n i a n s  can be proud 
o f ,  t h a t  they had a man l i k e  t h a t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  them. I t h i n k  i t  
l i f t e d  t h e  s t a t e  up a  l i t t l e  b i t .  C e r t a i n l y  b e t t e r  than  Chicago, 
o r  some kinds of p o l i t i c a l  t h i n g s ,  and i t  was good. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  covers  what I had thought  of be fo re  about  t h e  a r e a s  
t h a t  h e  had impact.  

Te i se r :  	 Thank you very  much. 

Johnson: 	 Thank you. 

T ransc r ibe r :  Ca the r ine  Schol ten  
F i n a l  Typis t :  Matthew Schneider  
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[Date of In te rv iew:  24 A p r i l  1979]## 

The 1952 Campaign 

Te i se r  : May I a s k  you when you f i r s t  m e t  
wi th  Senator  Knowland? 

o r  when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  working 

Manolis: I went t o  Washington i n  l a t e  1954, December of 1954, a s  Senator 
Knowland's execu t ive  s e c r e t a r y .  A t  t h a t  t ime h e  was t h e  m a j o r i t y  
l e a d e r  of t h e  Senate ,  soon t o  become t h e  minor i ty  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of Congress i n  January of 1955 a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
congres s iona l  e l e c t i o n s  of ~ o v & b e r  1954. The Democrats had 
obta ined  a m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  Senate ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  of one o r  two 
v o t e s ,  s o  t h a t  M r .  Johnson, who was then  minor i ty  l e a d e r ,  became 
ma jo r i ty  l e a d e r .  It seems t o  me t h a t  v e r y  c l o s e  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  
Senate  was a l s o  based on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Wayne Morse of Oregon had 
l e f t  t h e  Republican p a r t y  and e i t h e r  became a n  independent o r  a 
Democrat ( I  don ' t  remember), b u t  t h a t  played a r o l e  i n  determining 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  Senate ,  s o  t h a t  Senator  Knowland, who had 
succeeded Senator  T a f t  (Robert T a f t  of Ohio) a s  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r ,  
served a s  m a j o r i t y  f o r  t h a t  per iod  of t i m e  u n t i l  t h e  congress iona l  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 1955. I went a t  t h a t  t ime, i n  December of 1954. 

T e i s e r :  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  I w a s  going t o  a s k  you ( i t  could have been be fo re  
your t ime b u t  I wondered i f  you knew about  i t ) ,  t h a t  was the  1952 
convent ion,  t he  m a t t e r  of Senator  Knowland having been pledged t o  
Warren and Nixon coming on t h e  campaign t r a i n  and t r y i n g  t o  swing 
it--

Manolis: Of course ,  t h a t  was b e f o r e  I went t o  work f o r  Senator  Knowland. 
Senator  Knowland o f t e n , r e l a t e d  t h e  1952 campaign t o  me and what 
had taken p l ace .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  sou rce  f o r  t h e  1952 m a t e r i a l  
might be  Mrs. Helen Knowland Whyte, because i t  seems t o  me t h a t  
she  was on the  t r a i n  going t o  Chicago and, of course ,  w a s  a b l e  
t o  observe  f i r s t -hand  what happened t h e r e .  A s  I recal l - -have you 
spoken w i t h  Mrs. Knowland? 

Teiser :  She h a d n ' t  been w e l l  and s h e  decided t h a t  she  wouldn ' t  
view. We can  a s k  he r  f o r  a  memorandum. 

do an  i n t e r -  

Manolis: I t h i n k  t h a t  might be  worthwhile.  I might sugges t  t h a t  o t h e r  
people  h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  who would b e  good sources  f o r  t h a t  pe r iod ,  
people  who were p a r t  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  and were eyewitnesses  t o  
what happened. One i s  M r .  Robert  Arkel h e r e  i n  Berkeley, who i s  
a former p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Republican Assembly. He w a s  
v e r y  c l o s e  p o l i t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  Senator .  Another one i s  M r .  Worth 
Brown of Cap i to l a ,  a l s o  a p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Republican 
Assembly--another c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e  of Senator  Knowland's p o l i t i c a l l y .  

##This symbol i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t ape  o r  a segment of 
o r  ended. For a  guide t o  t he  tapes  s e e  page 20. 

a t ape  has begun 



Manolis: But b a s i c a l l y ,  a s  I recall--and, of course ,  i t ' s  been s o  many y e a r s  
--Senator Knowland and then  Senator  Nixon went t o  t h e  Chicago 
convent ion i n  1952 as p a r t  of the Warren d e l e g a t i o n  and wh i l e  i t  
is t r u e ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  from conve r sa t ions  wi th  t h e  Senator ,  t h e  
T a f t  people were w i l l i n g ,  f o r  t h e  purpose of g e t t i n g  v o t e s  from 
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  delegation--Senator Knowland always f e l t  t h a t  h e  
could n o t  do anyth ing  a s  long a s  Governor Warren d id  n o t  r e l e a s e  
t h e  de l ega t ion .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  Senator  w a s  a l s o  chairman of t h a t  
de l ega t ion .  While every th ing  t h a t  I ' v e  read  and heard was t h a t  
t h e  then  Senator  Richard Nixon w a s  n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Eisenhower 
people behind t h e  back of Governor Warren and Senator  Knowland, 
it would seem t o  me t h a t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  those  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
would have meant anyth ing  un le s s  Governor Warren had r e l eased  t h e  
de l ega t ion ,  because I t h i n k  they were bound t o  v o t e  f o r  Governor 
Warren on t h e  f i r s t  b a l l o t .  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  l a w s  of t h e  
s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  were a t  t h a t  t ime on t h e  e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s .  
But I r e c a l l  many t i m e s  t h a t  Senator  Knowland s a i d  t h a t  h e  was 
unable t o  do anyth ing  a s  long  a s  Governor Warren d i d  n o t  r e l e a s e  
t h e  de l ega t ion .  

Now, t h a t  l e a d s ,  of course ,  t o  a t h e o r e t i c a l  ques t ion  of what 
would have happened i f  Governor Warren had r e l e a s e d  t h e  de l ega t ion .  
From my a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Senator  and t h e  many t a l k s  we had on 
p o l i t i c s ,  t h e r e ' s  no doubt t h a t  h e  would have swung his v o t e  o r  
a s  many a s  he could i n f l u e n c e  toward t h e  candidacy of Senator  T a f t .  
That l e a d s  then  t o  t h e  ques t ion ,  what would h i s  p o s i t i o n  have been 
t o  a n  o f f e r  of t h e  v i c e  pres idency .  

Te i se r :  	 Which I t h i n k  was mentioned a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Manolis: Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Senator  Knowland would have accepted a n  o f f e r  
t o  be  second on t h e  t i c k e t .  The reason  I say  t h a t  i s  because the  
Senator  a number of t i m e s  t o l d  m e  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  meeting h e  had 
wi th  t h e  then  Senator  Hiram Johnson i n  1938 o r  1939. Senator  
,Knowland was then  the  n a t i o n a l  committeeman f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  and 
had come t o  Washington, and he v i s i t e d  wi th  Senator Johnson, and 
he  t o l d  me a number of t imes t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  Senator  Johnson t o l d  
him. When Senator  Knowland asked him whether i t  was t r u e  t h a t  
he  had r e fused  t h e  o f f e r  of--I guess i t  w a s  Coolidge i n  1924. I 
can never remember who came f i r s t ,  Coolidge o r  Barding. 

Te i se r :  	 Harding, I th ink .  

Manolis: 	 I don' t remember. But t h e  o f f e r  t o  accept  t h e  p l a c e  on the  t i c k e t .  
And Senator Johnson s a i d  t h a t  he was asked r epea t ed ly  two o r  t h r e e  
t imes and h e  r e fused  and, of course ,  t h e  r e s t  is  h i s t o r y ,  Harding 
d i ed  and Coolidge succeeded, and Hiram Johnson would have become 
p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  So I d o n t t  t h i n k  the  Senator ever  
l o s t  s i g h t  of t h a t  less 'on. I don' t  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  ever  had th.e no t ion  



Manolis : 	 t h a t  we sometimes have of some cand ida t e s  who want th.e top job o r  
no th ing .  T th.ink he  would h.ave accepted t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
nomination. Tha t ' s  about  a l l  I can  t e l l  you about  t h e  '52 e l e c t i o n .  
I was a s t u d e n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and followed t h e  convent ions then  on 
t h e  r a d i o  and t h e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  b u t  I was n o t  a p a r t i c i p a n t  because 
I was a f r a i d  of convent ions.  

Te i se r :  	 There was a story--and perhaps Senat0.r Knowland might have reminisced 
about  this--about a t  t h e  convention i t s e l f  i n  '52, t h a t  h e  at tempted 
t o  c a t c h  t h e  chairman's eye a f t e r  i t  was apparent  t h e  e l e c t i o n  was 
going t o  Eisenhower, i n  o r d e r  t o  swing C a l i f o r n i a ' s  v o t e  a t  a  c r u c i a l  
moment--and he  c o u l d n ' t  manage t o  g e t  h i s  eye o r  r e c o g n i t i o n .  

Manolis: 	 That I ' m  unaware o f .  

Te i se r :  	 You had a couple  of peace fu l  yea r s  t hen  i n  Washington i n  which you 
were wi th  t h e  Senator  when h e  was minor i ty  l e a d e r .  

Manolis: 	 You have t o  remember, you s e e ,  i t ' s  going t o  be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me 
t o  r e p l y  t o  ques t ions  which r evo lve  around t h e  formula t ion  of 
h i s  views and p o l i c i e s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  major ques t ions  t h a t  
a r o s e  dur ing  h i s  term i n  t h e  Senate .  The r eason  is t h a t  I a r r i v e d  
a t  a t ime when those  p o l i c i e s  had been p r e t t y  w e l l  de f ined .  I n  
o t h e r  words, I a r r i v e d  i n  Washington when he  w a s  a l r e a d y  recognized 
a s  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  p ro -Na t iona l i s t  Chinese suppor t e r s ,  when he  
was a l r e a d y  recognized as a l e a d i n g  anti-communist. So whatever 
took p l a c e  dur ing  t h e  yea r s  I was wi th  him were r e a l l y  d e c i s i o n s  
which f e l l  i n  wi th  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of p o l i c i e s  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
So I ' m  going t o  be  unable t o  h e l p  you i n  coming t o  any understanding 
a s  t o  how those  views were formulated.  

T e i s e r :  	 I n  any case ,  t h e r e  is  a s e p a r a t e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program on t h e  h i s t o r y  
of Congress which w i l l  be ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  t a k i n g  on h i s  development of 
i deas  i n  Congress. Our viewpoint  is  as of C a l i f o r n i a  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s .  

C a l i f o r n i a  Guberna tor ia l  Campaign 

Te i se r :  	 Our next  major i n t e r e s t  is  h i s  d e c i s i o n  i n  1957 not  t o  run  once 
more f o r  t h e  Senate.  Can you g ive  your i deas  a s  t o  why he  decided 
from t h a t  p o s i t i o n  of power t o  l e a v e  i t ?  

Manolis:  	 Well, f i r s t  I should s a y  t h a t  Senator  Knowland was th.e type  of 
p o l i t i c i a n  who g e n e r a l l y  made h i s  own d e c i s i o n s  and expected his 
suppor t e r s  t o  fo l low him, and I say  t h a t  because he  opera ted  h i s  



Manolis : 	o f f  i c e  and h i s  s e n a t o r i a l  s t a f f  t h a t  way, c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  impression 
that we have from some p o l i t i c i a n s  who surround themselves w i t h  
adv i so r s .  Because I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  mat te r  of h i s  dec id ing  
no t  t o  seek  r e -e l ec t ion ,  and t h e  o t h e r  s t a f f  member i n  t h e  o f f i c e ,  
Jim Gleason, who w a s  then  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t ,  and I, met 
d a i l y  w i t h  t h e  Senator .  TEis p a r t i c u l a r  day we were c a l l e d  i n t o  
h i s  o f f i c e  and he  t o l d  us  t h a t  h e  had a n  in t e rv i ew (I f o r g e t  whether 
i t  w a s  r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n )  t h a t  a f t e rnoon ,  and t h e  in t e rv i ewer  
had asked him--I f o r g o t  h i s  exac t  language--of h i s  p l ans  f o r  re-  
e l e c t i o n  o r  whether he  was going t o  run  f o r  r e - e l ec t ion ,  and the 
Senator  s a i d ,  "No, I ' m  no t  going t o  r u n  f o r  r e - e l ec t ion , "  which 
of course  came a s  a g r e a t  shock t o  t h e  in t e rv i ewer .  H e  came r i g h t  
back t o  t h e  o f f i c e  h e  t o l d  u s ,  wanted US t o  know, t h a t  h e  had s a i d  
t h i s  and I t h i n k  h e  immediately n o t i f i e d  M r s .  Knowland, and h e  had 
probably c a l l e d  h i s  f a t h e r  h e r e  i n  Ca l i fo rn i a .  

So t h a t  d e c i s i o n  w a s  n o t  a r e su l t - - I  g ive  that example because 
i t  was not  a r e s u l t  of our  s i t t i n g  down and d i scuss ing  f o r  weeks 
and days o r  whatever.  The d e c i s i o n  w a s  j u s t  announced t o  u s .  So 
I cannot g i v e  you t h e  reasons  f o r  i t .  The re t s  been, of course,  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of s p e c u l a t i o n  about  t h e  reasons  f o r  i t .  H i s  p u b l i c l y  
s t a t e d  reasons  were t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  w a s  i n  h i s  l a t e  e i g h t i e s ,  was 
t h e  head of  a l a r g e  pub l i sh ing  company, and h e  f e l t  t h a t  h e  had 
g iven  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  coun t ry  and t h a t  h e  should b e  nea r  home 
and should p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  fami ly  bus ines s  and be  c l o s e r  t o  i t  
and be  c l o s e r  t o  h i s  fami ly .  And s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  of course ,  
when he  w a s  obvious ly  a cand ida t e  f o r  governor,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  being 
i n  Sacramento would a l low him t o  b e  c l o s e r  t o  Oakland and do those  
th ings .  Of course ,  t h a t ' s  what h e  s a i d .  There has  been g r e a t  
s p e c u l a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  reason ,  i f  i t  was h e  wanted a s t epp ings tone  
t o  t h e  White House. 

T e i s e r :  	 Would t h a t  have been a reasonable  s teppings tone?  

Manolis: 	 Well, t r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  u n t i l  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy, our 
p r e s i d e n t s  came from t h e  s t a t e  houses.  The Senate  was no t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
a p l a c e  t h a t  w a s  the--what do you want t o  say?--the school  f o r  
p r e s i d e n t s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  Eisenhower had never  been a Senator .  Of 
course,  Senator  Truman had, bu t  h e  had succeeded from t h e  v i c e  
pres idency .  P re s iden t  Roosevel t  had been a governor--Harding, 
Coolidge, Wilson, Teddy Roosevel t ,  T a f t .  So you go way back, and 
u n t i l  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy we d i d n ' t  have i n  t h i s  
cen tu ry  an e l e c t i o n  of t h e  Senator  a s  p r e s i d e n t .  So he might have 
thought t h a t  h e  should become governor of C a l i f o r n i a ,  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  
when we look  back a l s o  t h e  cand ida t e s  were governors ,  t h e  l o s e r  
was a l s o  a governor--Landon, Dewey. 



Te i se r :  	 There was another  f a c t o r  t h a t ' s  been mentioned, That was that 
t h e  Los Angeles Times, e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  Senate ,  had wanted a n  an t i - l abo r ,  " r i g h t  t o  work" 
cand ida t e  f o r  governor and t h a t  i t  be l ieved  Governor Knight was 
too  c l o s e  t o  l a b o r ,  so  t h e  Los Angeles Times urged him t o  run ,  

Manolis: 	 That theory  I ' v e  never  heard.  Of cou r se ,  Senator  Knowland knew 
t h e  Los Angeles Times people  w e l l ,  knew t h e  Cbandler f ami ly  w e l l ,  
b u t  t h a t  I ' v e  never  heard and I c a n ' t  comment on it.  I would 
doubt t h a t  that would p l ay  a r o l e  because a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  -Los 
Angeles Times people were r e a l l y  c l o s e  t o  Vice P r e s i d e n t  Nixon. 
Kyle Palmer,  who was then  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r  of t h e  Times, 
w a s  a c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e  of Nixon, and t h a t  j u s t  doesn ' t  make much 
s e n s e  f o r  t h e  Times t o  have wanted Senator  Knowland i n  Sacramento. 
I t h i n k  t h a t  when i t  happened and they  were faced  w i t h  t h e  cho ice  
between Knowland and Knight they  had t o  accep t  Knowland because 
h e  w a s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  more i n  tune  wi th  them. But 1 don ' t  t h ink  
t h a t  t h e  Times played a r o l e  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  a t  a l l .  That would 
come a s  a g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  t o  me. 

T e i s e r :  	 What about  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  Governor Knight i n  a l l  t h i s ?  I under-
s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  was some p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h e  e a r l i e r  had a s p i r a -  
t i o n s  f o r  h ighe r  o f f i c e  h imsel f .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h a t  would 
have been-- 

Manolis:  	 I knew ve ry  l i t t l e  about  Governor Knight.  -One of t h e  reasons  is 
t h a t  t h e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  my going wi th  Senator  Knowland 1 was no t  
he re ;  I w a s  a t  Harvard. I had done my undergraduate  work h e r e  a t  
Berkeley b u t  then  I was doing my g radua te  work a t  Harvard so  p r i o r  
t o  going t o  work f o r  Senator  Knowland I was away from C a l i f o r n i a ,  
so  I w a s  unaware of t h e  c u r r e n t s  of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  h e r e  i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  When I l e f t - - t h i s  a l s o  is a r ea son  why I don ' t  know much 
about  Goodwin Knight a s  a p u b l i c  f igure--Earl  Warren was s t i l l  t h e  
governor.  So I never  knew much about  Goodwin Knight. 

Te i se r :  	 When Senator  Knowland dec l a red  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  be a cand ida t e  
f o r  governor,  however, i t  must have been a blow t o  Goodwin Knight.  
The ques t ion  i n  my mind--while Senator  Knowland was l o y a l  t o  h i s  
p a r t y  and, a s  you s a i d ,  l o y a l  t o  h i s  l o y a l t i e s  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  of 
Governor Warren, h e  f e l t  i t  was n o t  a breach of any e t h i c s  o r  of 
s p i r i t  o r  of p a r t y  u n i t y  t o  go i n  a g a i n s t  Knight appa ren t ly ,  

Manolis: 	 I would say  t h a t  t h e  Senator  f e l t  t h a t  h e  b e t t e r  r ep re sen ted  t h e  
mainstream of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Republican p a r t y  than  Goodwin Knight 
d i d ,  and I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  g iven  t h e  framework of t ime i n  
t h e  f i f t i e s ,  t h a t  was probably t r u e ,  I t h i n k  Governor Knight 
recognized t h a t ,  and t h a t "  why Governor Knight withdrew his 
candidacy a g a i n s t  Senator  Knowland. 



Te i se r :  Was t h e r e  no p r e s s u r e  t h a t  you know o f ?  

Manolis: No. I n  fact,--of course ,  t h a t ' s  another  of t h e  myths. Now, I was 
ve ry  involved dur ing  t h a t  t ime. Tha t ' s  ano the r  of t h e  myths t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  p re s su re  on Knight t o  withdraw s o  they  wouldn ' t  have t h i s  
f r a t r i c i d e .  Senator  Knowland was very  unhappy t h a t  Knight withdrew, 
because he f e l t  t h a t  i f  Governor Knight had s t ayed  i n  t h a t ,  a 
s t r o n g e r  Republican p a r t y  would have emerged because he  w a s  very  
conf iden t  of winning and I t h i n k  h e  would have won because I t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  mainstream of t h e  p a r t y  was w i t h  Senator  Knowland. It 
would have s o l i d i f i e d  t h e  p a r t y .  The d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  wouldn ' t  have been a s  g r e a t .  Of course ,  Governor 
Knight was handicapped, I t h i n k ,  i n  p a r t y  m a t t e r s  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
from h i s  s t a t e  two of t h e  n a t i o n a l  Republican l e a d e r s  came--the 
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  ma jo r i t y  l e a d e r  of t h e  Senate ,  who each 
had a base  h e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  So as a r e s u l t ,  Governor Knight 
d i d  n o t  c o n t r o l  t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

Te i se r :  I f  he  had s tayed  i n  t h e  r a c e ,  
i n  t h e  co ld?  

then  he  simply would have been o u t  

Manolis: Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t  because a s  soon as Senator  Knowland had dec l a red  
f o r  t he  governorship,  and thus  h i s  s e a t  was going t o  be  vacan t ,  
t he  then  mayor of San Franc isco ,  George Chr is topher ,  dec la red  
h i s  candidacy f o r  t h e  Senate  s e a t .  Then, of course ,  Governor 
Knight switched t o  t h e  S e n a t o r i a l  r a c e  and de fea t ed  Mayor Chr is topher .  
Senator Knowland o s t e n s i b l y  was n e u t r a l  i n  t h a t  r a c e  dur ing  t h e  
primary, b u t  h i s  f e e l i n g s  were r e a l l y  f o r  Mayor Chr is topher .  I 
know t h a t  t o  be  a f a c t .  He p r e f e r r e d  Mayor Chr is topher .  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  had much r e s p e c t  f o r  Governor Knight and, of 
course ,  we have the  famous remark of h i s  w i f e  who c a l l e d  him 
I Imacaroni sp inev--ca l led  Governor Knight "macaroni sp ine . "  Of 
course ,  Governor Knight ' s  withdrawal from t h e  r a c e ,  he s o r t  of 
s t aged  i t .  He went back t o  Washington and met w i t h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  
and then  he came ou t  and he announced on t h e  White House s t e p s  
t h a t  he w a s  withdrawing from t h e  r a c e  a g a i n s t  Senator  Knowland 
and he  was going t o  run  f o r  t h e  Senate--which gave t h e  impression 
t h a t  t h e  White House inf luenced  him t o  swi tch ,  That ,  of course ,  
w e  d o n ' t  know. 

Te i se r :  There was--and perhaps t h i s  is  one of t h e  myths you spoke of-- there 
was t a l k  of a m e e t i ~ g  i n  Arizona i n  which Nixon, Knight was, o t h e r  
Republican p a r t y  people were, i n  which they t a l k e d  Knight i n t o  
swi tch ing .  

Manolis:  Well, t h a t  may have been, 
such a  meeting. 

b u t  Senator  Knowland was no t  p a r t  of 



Te i se r :  No, I d i d n ' t  mean t h a t .  

Manolis: I don ' t  r e c a l l  anyth ing  about  such a meeting. But a s  I say ,  
Senator  Knowland was s u r p r i s e d  when Governor Knight withdrew, 
and he  w a s  s o r r y  t h a t  Governor Knight withdrew because he  f e l t  
t h e  withdrawal of Governor Knight from t h e  r a c e  avoided s e t t l i n g  
t h e  i s s u e .  

Te i se r :  I wonder what would have happened. 

Manolis: Oh, t h a t ' s  v e r y  hard t o  con jec tu re ,  of course .  George Chr is topher  
would have won t h e  S e n a t o r i a l  r a c e  and then  would have been 
opposed by--his opponent would have been Clair Engle. But of 
cou r se  I t h i n k  t h e  1958 campaign was inf luenced  by many th ings .  
There w a s  a r eces s ion  i n  t h a t  yea r ,  so i t  w a s  in f luenced  by 
economics. 

The Right  t o  Work I s s u e  and Other Problems 

Manolis: Then of course  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  i s s u e  became t h e  " r i g h t  
P ropos i t i on  18.. 

t o  work", 

Te i se r :  I f  a l l  t h i n g s  had been equa l ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  Senator  Knowland 
would have chosen t h a t  a s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  became most prominent 
i n  h i s  campaign? 

Manolis: No, I don ' t  t h ink  he would have chosen i t ,  and I r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  
how t h a t  i s s u e  a rose .  It w a s  i n  Sacramento a t  a p r e s s  conference.  
I t h i n k  i t  was September of '57, a f u l l  y e a r  before .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

Te i se r :  Probably so. 

Manolis: I don ' t  r e c a l l .  I remember t h e  l o c a l e  was t h e  Senator  Hotel  i n  
Sacramento, and t h e  Senator  w a s  having a p re s s  conference,  and I 
t h i n k  i t  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  annual h o s t  b r e a k f a s t .  Usual ly a t  t h e  h o s t  
b r e a k f a s t  a l l  of t h e  s t a t e  p o l i t i c a l  e d i t o r s  a r e  t h e r e ,  and t h e r e  
w a s  a p re s s  conference a f te rward .  I w a s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  room and 
I remember a r e p o r t e r  asked t h e  Senator--no mention had ever  been 
made of " r i g h t  t o  work"--the r e p o r t e r  asked t h e  Senator  i f  he  were 
e l e c t e d  governor and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  passed a " r i g h t  t o  work" b i l l  
would he s i g n  i t ?  The Senator  s a i d ,  "Yes," and t h a t ' s  how t h e  
i s s u e  s t a r t e d .  He j u s t  s a i d  hones t ly ,  "Yes, I would s i g n  i t . I '  

Well, then  t h a t  was t h e  head l ine  t h e  next  day because h e  was f o r  
" r i g h t  t o  work." 



Manolis : 	 Then it  became a b i g  i s s u e  and l a b o r  went immediately on t h e  a t t a c k .  
P a t  Brown, of course ,  took t h e  nega t ive  p o s i t i o n  t o  " r i g h t  t o  work" 
and w a s  s t r o n g l y  supported by l a b o r .  But i n  framing your ques t ion  
I would say t h a t  I do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  would have taken  t h a t -  a s  
an  i s s u e ,  g iven  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  

Te i se r  : 	 Was he then  unable t o  b r i n g  i n  enough o t h e r  i s s u e s  t o  g e t  head l ines  
on o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ?  

Manolis : 	Well, no, I t h i n k  t h a t  once he had answered t h a t  ques t ion  t h a t  way 
and t h e  oppos i t i on  focused i n  on i t  a s  a  vu lne rab le  p o i n t ,  I 
don ' t  t h i n k  he  could avoid  i t .  So then  he  went on t h e  defense  
a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t a c k  t h a t  w a s  be ing  made upon him. 

Te i se r : 	 It seemed t o  me a s  i f  he  got  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  i n t o  a  narrow--

Manolis : 	Tha t ' s  always been my f e e l i n g  t h a t  h e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  go t  t rapped 
i n t o  t h a t .  Of cou r se ,  once h e  had s a i d  he  would s i g n  i t  t h e r e  
w a s  no way of--he w a s  no t  a person t o  s t r a d d l e  i s s u e s ,  you s e e .  
Tha t ' s  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  you a r e  e i t h e r  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t ,  and s i n c e  
he had taken  a  f i r m  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  i s s u e ,  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
p o s i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was no way of s a t i s f y i n g  l a b o r  once you s a i d  you'd 
s i g n  a  " r i g h t  t o  work" b i l l - -  

Te i se r  : 	 But h e  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  another  i s s u e ,  l i k e  p r i s o n  reform o r  anyth ing  
e l s e ,  t h a t  would a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n ,  I suppose. 

Manolis : 	 Well, t h e  oppos i t i on  wouldn't  l e t  him f o r g e t  t h a t  i s s u e .  

Te i se r : 	 The campaign i t s e l f  then ,  I ga the r  you were extremely a c t i v e .  
A f t e r  t h e  primary t h e r e  was a shake-up I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  c o m i t t e e  
and Shat tuck r e s igned  a s  chairman and someone e l s e  took over .  Was 
t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  event?  

Manolis : 	 Yes, i t  seems t o  me a s  I r e c a l l  Edward Shat tuck  was t h e  Republican 
n a t i o n a l  committeeman f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  and he w a s  one of those  who 
was urg ing  t h e  Senator  t o  run  f o r  governor ,  a n d  he was chairman 
of t h e  campaign du r ing  t h e  primary. A f t e r  t h e  primary i n  which 
t h e  handwri t ing w a s  on t h e  w a l l  f o r  t h e  f a l l  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  was 
a shake-up of t h e  campaign and E a r l  Adams became e i t h e r  s t a t e  
chairman o r  sou the rn  C a l i f o r n i a  chairman, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Do you 
have t h a t ?  

Teis  e r  : 	 I don ' t .  

Manolis : 	But t h e r e  was a shake-up i n  t h e  vo lun ta ry  a s p e c t  of t h e  campaign. 

T e i s e r :  	 Was t h a t  s imply i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were problems? 



Manolis : 	There were problems, y e s ,  

Teiser : 	 There were some s p e c t a c u l a r  t h i n g s  dur ing  t h e  campaign. I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  you were h e r e  more than  t h e  Senator  was--or d i d  you s t a y  i n  
Washing ton?  

Manolis : 	No, I was wi th  t h e  Senator a l l  t h e  t ime. We s t ayed  i n  Washington 
and w e  f lew ou t  every weekend. I t r a v e l e d  w i t h  h i s  a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  
as h i s  p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y ,  s o  I was w i t h  him a t  a l l  t i m e s  and w e  came 
o u t  n e a r l y  every weekend from Washington, and h e  campaigned. Then 
fo l lowing  t h e  adjournment of Congress i n  t h e  summer, then  we cam-
paigned through November. 

Te i se r  : 	 I f  h e  had decided t o  spend more t ime campaigning h e r e  would i t  have 
made a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n ?  

Manolis : I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o .  I th ink  you ' r e  damned i f  you do and damned i f  
you d o n ' t .  I f  you come o u t  and campa ign , then  your oppos i t i on  
accuses  you of no t  paying a t t e n t i o n  t o  your job i n  Washington. 
So t h a t  i s s u e  never  r e a l l y  a rose .  

Teiser : There were s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  appa ren t ly  caused a good d e a l  of 
comment dur ing  t h e  campaign, and one was t h a t  t h e  Senator  
charged t h a t  Paul  Z i f f r e n  was somehow connected wi th  Capone. 

Manolis : I d o n ' t  know how t h a t  i s s u e  a rose .  I remember i t  ve ry  w e l l  and -
it w a s  an unusual  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  Senator  because t h e  Senator  never  
a t t a c k e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  I n  t h i s  campaign, i t  was t h e  f i r s t  
time h e  d i d .  It w a s  no t  on ly  Pau l  Z i f f r e n ,  bu t  i t  w a s  a l s o  Ben 
Swig l a t e r .  I f o r g e t  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h a t .  How t h a t  i s s u e  a r o s e ,  
I d o n ' t  know. I don ' t  know where h e  go t  t h e  informat ion .  I d o n t t  
know who in f luenced  h i m i n  making those  charges.  But I remember 
now a f t e r  t h e  campaign I was w i t h  him one time i n  Los Angeles, and 
w e  met Paul  Z i f f r e n  a t  a s o c i a l  occas ion  and they were very  f r i e n d l y  
w i t h  each o t h e r .  He thought h i g h l y  of Paul  Z i f f r e n .  

T e i s e r  : Well, were t h e r e  people  around him who would have--or 
come t o  him through t h e  mai l .  

maybe i t  had 

Manolis : I d o n ' t  know how t h a t  came about .  

T e i s e r  : 	 Were t h e r e  people who were i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  h i s  campaign-- 

Manol i s : 	 That would not  have come from people  on t h e  campaign committee, 
because I knew t h e  people on t h e  campaign committee. I n  Los Angeles, 
E a r l  Adams. i s  probably one of t h e  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  gentlemen I 
have ever  met, a man of g r e a t  i n t e g r i t y ,  who would never  have 
suggested a  t h ing .  I don ' t  know where t h a t  came from. 



Te i se r :  Then you were j u s t  mentioning M r s .  Knowlandts c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  
of Governor Knight a s  macaroni-spined; I t h i n k  s h e  had w r i t t e n  a 
l e t t e r  t o  Republican committee members s t a t i n g  t h a t ,  and charg ing  
t h a t  he  w a s  be ing  too  sympathe t ic  wi th  unions.  Was t h a t  what 
somebody decided would be  a  good idea?  

Manolis: No, I t h i n k  t h a t t s  something t h a t  Mrs. Knowland decided t o  do. 
She was a very independent person.  I th ink  t h a t ' s  j u s t  something 
s h e  decided t o  do and I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e  Senator  knew about  i t  u n t i l  
i t  came o u t .  

Te i se r :  Did t h a t -  have any e f f e c t  upon t h e  events  then? 

Manolis: It must have. [pause]  One of t h e  th ings  I r e c a l l  v i v i d l y  is a 
ca r toon  i n  t h e  Sacramento Bee which w a s  a n  unkind car toon  a g a i n s t  
Mrs. Knowland f o r  making t h a t  remark. 

Te i se r :  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  s e e  t h e  con tex t  i n  which t h e  l e t t e r  would have been 
w r i t t e n .  

Manolis: I don ' t  r e c a l l .  I r e c a l l  t h e  l e t t e r  being w r i t t e n  and h e r  mai l ing  
i t  a l l  over  t h e  s t a t e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember the  context  e i t h e r .  

T e i s e r :  I d o n ' t  know why s h e  would have h i t  ou t  a t  Knight a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  

Manolis: I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Te i se r :  What w a s  Senator  Knowland's p o s i t i o n  wi th  regard t o  Brown? 

Manolis: W e l l ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  of course ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  campaign p o s i t i o n ,  
w a s  t h a t  h e  was pro-labor ,  a f t e r  t h e  Senator  had go t t en  boxed 
i n t o  t h i s  an t i - l abo r  s t a n d ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  had any 
nega t ive  f e e l i n g s  about  P a t  Brown. I t h i n k  he  considered Brown 
a  very  hones t ,  capable  pub l i c  s e r v a n t ,  and from t h a t  p o i n t  of view 
I t h i n k  i t  w a s  a d i f f i c u l t  campaign t o  wage because a f t e r  a l l ,  
Governor Brown had been t h e  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l .  He had never  been 
a governor s o  t h a t  you could a t t a c k  t h e  p o l i c i e s .  So t h e  Senator  
never harbored any ill f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  P a t  Brown. He l i k e d  
him pe r sona l ly ,  I th ink ,  and both b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t he  campaign 
they  had f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s .  

Te i se r :  I ga the r  t h a t  Senator  Knowland 
an imos i t i e s .  

was not  one t o  have personal  

Manolis : H e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t .  

/I iI 



Te i se r :  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e ' s  anyth ing  ve ry  myster ious i n  o t h e r  events .  
The Chronic le ' s  turn-around--I t h ink  maybe t h e  on ly  t h i n g  myster ious 
about i t  w a s  why i t  came s o  l a t e .  

Manolis: I t h i n k  t h e  c h r o n i c l e ' s  withdrawal  of t h e  endorsement w a s  g r e a t l y  
inf luenced  by t h e  accusa t ions  that were made about  Ben Swig, which 
were s i m i l a r  t o  Z i f f r e n .  I don ' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  
accusa t ions .  Ben Swig, be ing  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  h e  was and is 
i n  t h e  c i t y  of San Franc isco ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  that t h e  c i t y  
of San Franc isco  h i s t o r i c a l l y  has  been such  a s t r o n g  l a b o r  c i t y .  
Those two r easons ,  I t h i n k ,  prompted t h a t  r a t h e r  unusual  a c t i o n  
of a newspaper. 

Te i se r :  I ' v e  heard t h a t  i t  w a s  a l s o  t h e  f a c t o r  of 
(at t h a t  t ime) p o i n t  of view. 

t h e  managing e d i t o r ' s  

Manolis: Of S c o t t  Newhall? 

T e i s e r :  S c o t t  Newhall. 

Manolis: That may have been. S c o t t  Newhall had completely changed t h e  
Chronic le ,  s o  t h a t  may have been a  f a c t o r  I ' m  unaware o f .  [pause] 
Although I w i l l  s ay ,  now t h a t  you r a i s e  t h a t  ques t ion ,  i t  s t r i k e s  
a b e l l .  I remember a few days a f t e r  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  Senator  
Knowland rece ived  a pe r sona l  l e t t e r  from one of t h e  deYoung daughters .  
I d o n ' t  know who t h a t  would be. There was M r s .  Cameron and M r s .  
Tobin. I t h i n k  i t  w a s  e i t h e r  from Mrs. Cameron o r  M r s .  Tobin; I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I remember t h e  l e t t e r  ve ry  c l e a r l y ,  a  handwri t ten  
l e t t e r  t o  Senator  Knowland say ing  t h a t  s h e  r e g r e t t e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
very  much, t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  one t h a t  s h e  had any p a r t  i n  making 
o r  any i n f l u e n c e ,  and y e t  you s e e  she  w a s  a  major s tockholder  i n  
t h e  Chronic le  and t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was o u t  
of he r  hands. I d id  no t  know h e r  a t  t h e  t ime and I remember t h e  
Senator  showing me t h e  l e t t e r  and say ing  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  one of Mike 
deYoung1s daughters ,  one of t h e  owners of t h e  Chronic le .  So t h e  
management made t h e  d e c i s i o n  and s h e  a s  s tockholder  was apo log iz ing  
f o r  i t .  That I remember. 

Te i se r :  Was i t  c l e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a l  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Senator  w a s  
t o  l o s e ?  

going 

Manolis: Oh, yes ,  yes .  He knew he  was going t o  l o s e .  

Te i se r  : From what t ime? 

Manolis: Well,  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know, bu t  h e  knew he  was going t o  l o s e .  
He was going through t h e  emotions a t  t h e  end. 

He knew. 
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Te i se r :  	 A s  I understand i t ,  then ,  a f t e r  going back t o  Oakland and g e t t i n g  
back t o  work, he  became a ve ry  i n f l u e n t i a l  member of t h e  Republican 
p a r t y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  one of i t s  l e a d e r s .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t .  

Manolis: 	 Well, when h e  f i r s t  came back he  devoted h i s  f i r s t  few y e a r s  t o  
Oakland a c t i v i t i e s .  H e  took a ve ry  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  
H e  was s t i l l  a n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e  and w a s  i n v i t e d  throughout  t h e  
count ry  t o  speak. I remember I went w i t h  him a few t imes .  I 
remember one t ime on Lincoln  Day ( i t  must have been 1960 o r  '61) 
going t o  Spokane, Washington, and going t o  t h e  Eas t .  Then I a l s o  
remember i n  t h e  campaign of '62,  t h e  Republican n a t i o n a l  committee 
asked him t o  go on a n  extended campaign t o u r  and I went w i th  him 
f o r  p a r t  of t h a t  i n  t h e  South. I remember we went t o  F l o r i d a ,  
M i s s i s s i p p i  and Alabama and a l s o  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  North. But i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  some time he took a hands-off a t t i t u d e .  H e  d i d  
n o t  t r y  t o  f o r c e  himself  on to  t h e  p a r t y  he re .  H e  took a s o r t  of 
e l d e r  s ta tesman p o s i t i o n  and he  on ly  re-emerged i n  1964 du r ing  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign. 

Now one of t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  is t h a t  t h e  Sena tor ,  a s  soon 
as he came back t o  t h e  paper and took over  a s  manager of t h e  paper 
and became e d i t o r  and e v e n t u a l l y  p u b l i s h e r  a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r  d i ed ,  
he covered t h e  p o l i t i c a l  convent ions each yea r  a s  a r e p o r t e r .  H e  
had done t h i s  i n  h i s  youth w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r .  H e  had been t o  many 
n a t i o n a l  convent ions i n  t h e  twen t i e s  and t h i r t i e s ,  and I r e c a l l  
i n  1960 going w i t h  him t o  bo th  convent ions.  I r e c a l l  t h e  Democratic 
convent ion i n  Los Angeles ve ry  w e l l  and i t  was s o r t  of [ laughs]  
humorous, because we'd be  i n  t h e  p r e s s  s e c t i o n  and h e r e  w a s  t h e  
former m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  of t h e  Senate  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  p r e s s  s e c t i o n  
w i t h  a t ypewr i t e r .  A l l  of t h e s e  n a t i o n a l  r e p o r t e r s  s i t t i n g  around 
him who knew him very  w e l l  would come by and say ,  " H i ,  B i l l , "  and 
he became a mecca because they would come t o  him and a s k  him a s  a 
newspaperman what d i d  h e  t h i n k  about  what was going on and was 
Kennedy going t o  do t h i s - - i t  was ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

I remember d i s t i n c t l y  a t  t h a t  convent ion Lyndon Johnson, who 
was running a g a i n s t  John Kennedy, wanted t o  s e e  t h e  Senator .  I 
went w i th  t h e  Senator  t o  t h e  Bi l tmore  Hotel  t o  s e e  t h e  Sena tor .  
I went w i t h  t h e  Senator  t o  t h e  Bil tmore Hote l  t o  t h e  Johnson s u i t e  
and t h e  door was opened by Speaker Sam Rayburn. I s a t  i n  the o t h e r  
room wi th  Speaker Rayburn, and Senator  Knowland went i n  t o  speak 
t o  Lyndon Johnson. When w e  lef t - -and t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  h i n t  we 
had--Senator Knowland t o l d  me t h a t  Senator  Johnson asked him 
(because they  were good fr iends--even though they were of opposing 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  they were good f r i e n d s ) .  Sena tor  Johnson asked 



Manolis: 	 him what h e  should do i f  t h e  Kennedy people o f f e r e d  him the  v i c e  
pres idency ,  and Senator Knowland t o l d  him t o  accep t  i t ,  and he  
t o l d  me t h a t  when we l e f t  t h e  h o t e l ,  t h a t  Johnson had asked him 
t h i s  ques t ion  and he  t o l d  me t h a t  he t o l d  Lyndon Johnson t h e  s t o r y  
t h a t  Hiram Johnson had t o l d  him about  n o t  accep t ing  t h e  nomination 
f o r  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t .  

So t h a t  n i g h t  t h e  Senator  wrote  a s t o r y  p r e d i c t i n g  t h a t  Lyndon 
Johnson would b e  t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nominee because h e  assumed 
t h a t  f o r  Johnson t o  have asked t h a t  ques t ion  t h a t  had a l r e a d y  been 
asked of Johnson by t h e  Kennedy people.  Well, a l l  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  
saw t h i s  and they  s a i d ,  "That 's  nonsense! The Kennedy people 
would never accep t  t he  candidacy of Lyndon Johnson." And then  a 
day l a t e r  i t  happened. So, of course ,  they a l l  a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l e a k  from Johnson, which t h e r e  w a s  i n  
t h e  sense ,  except  t h a t  i t  was t h e  s e n a t o r ' s  a s t u t e n e s s  t o  ana lyze  
i t .  

So w e  would go t o  t h e s e  convent ions b u t ,  as I say ,  i t  wasn ' t  
u n t i l  t h e  convent ion,  u n t i l  t h e  campaign of '64, t h a t  t he  Senator  
took a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  p o l i t i c s  aga in .  When Senator  
Goldwater of Arizona dec l a red  h i s  candidacy f o r  p r e s i d e n t  and h e  
turned t o  t h e  Senator f o r  h e l p  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  o rgan iz ing  t h e  
commit t e e ,  t h e  Senator became campaign chairman of t h e  Goldwater 
Commit t e e ,  became chairman of t h e  Goldwater d e l e g a t i o n  which de- 
f e a t e d  t h e  Rocke fe l l e r  d e l e g a t i o n  and t h e r e f o r e  p u t  t h e  Knowland 
people back i n  t h e  s a d d l e  a s  f a r  a s  t he  p a r t y  machinery goes.  So 
t h a t  was the  tu rn ing  p o i n t ,  because you s e e  i n  winning t h e  primary, 
t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  then  e l e c t s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  committeeman and t h e  
n a t i o n a l  committeewoman, t h e  n a t i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n .  So t h a t  was 
t h e  tu rn ing  p o i n t .  It came, i n  o t h e r  words, s i x  yea r s  a f t e r  h e  
l e f t  the Senate .  That was t h e  tu rn ing  p o i n t .  

I n  t h e  in t e rven ing  pe r iod ,  t h e  Nixon people were i n  c o n t r o l ,  
because you s e e  i n  1960, Nixon was t h e  candida te .  The Nixon 
d e l e g a t i o n  had been e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  '60 convent ion i n  Chicago, 
and t h e  Nixon d e l e g a t i o n ,  of course ,  then  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  p a r t y .  
But i n  1964 i t  changed when t h e  Goldwater d e l e g a t i o n  de fea t ed  
t h e  Rocke fe l l e r  d e l e g a t i o n .  For t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  Nixon people 
l e f t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  went on t h e  Rockefe l le r  de l ega t ion .  

Te i se r :  	 Then Nixon re-emerged. 

Manolis: 	 Then Nixon moved t o  New York a f t e r  h i s  d e f e a t  f o r  governor i n  
1962. The Senator  took a v e r y  n e u t r a l  p a r t  i n  t h a t  campaign. 
He j u s t  s a i d  h e  was a newspaperman. He wasn ' t  involved i n  p a r t y  
p o l i t i c s ,  d id  n o t  go t o  s t a t e  convent ions.  Nixon, a f t e r  h i s  



Manolis: d e f e a t  and h i s  famous remark about  t h e  p r e s s ,  t h a t  they won't have 
him t o  k i ck  around anymore, he  moved t o  New York and removed him- 
s e l f .  He d i d  n o t  t a k e  a p a r t  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  campaign of 
Goldwater ve r sus  Rocke fe l l e r .  Vice P r e s i d e n t  Nixon d i d n ' t .  

Te iser :  Then by '68, however, he  w a s  back a t  i t .  

Manolis: He w a s  back a t  i t ,  b u t  h i s  base  w a s  r e a l l y  from New York. He 
was l i v i n g  i n  New York and, a f t e r  a l l ,  '64 was a d i s a s t r o u s  
d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  Republicans. I f o r g o t  who t h e  o t h e r  Republican 
candida tes  were i n  '68 a g a i n s t  Nixon. I j u s t  don ' t  r e c a l l  them. 

Te i se r :  Did Senator  Knowland suppor t  Nixon i n  '68? 

Manolis: Yes. 

Te i se r :  	 Ac t ive ly  o r  t a c i t l y ?  

Manolis: 	 I would say a c t i v e l y .  I mean a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  t h e  
newspaper endorsed him. The Senator ,  i f  he w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  speak 
he 'd  go speak on behalf  of t h e  Republican t i c k e t .  But he  w a s  
no t  a p a r t  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n .  I t h i n k  he had been asked t o  be  
a p a r t  of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  a t  one p o i n t ,  b u t  h e  dec l ined  because 
he  d i d n ' t  want t o  b e  p a r t i s a n .  He w a s  a newspaperman and he  w a s  
no longe r  a c t i v e .  

Te i se r :  	 Then, back t o  s t a t e  p o l i t i c s ,  I understand he supported Reagan. 

Manolis : 	Yes, h e  supported Ronald Reagan. 

Te iser :  	 Did he have a p a r t  i n  developing him i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l - -  

Manolis: 	 I n  some sense ,  yes ,  because Reagan's f i r s t  appearance was dur ing  
the  campaign f o r  Goldwater. Reagan w a s  one of t h e  prime speakers  
on behalf  of Goldwater and made a g r e a t  impression,  and I th ink  
t h a t ' s  what pu t  Reagan i n  t h e  s p o t l i g h t .  

Te i se r :  	 Did he  then  confer  w i t h  Senator  Knowland? 

Manolis: 	 I t h i n k  once i n  a whi le .  They weren ' t  c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  But I th ink  
once i n  a wh i l e  he  spoke w i t h  t h e  governor about  t h ings .  

Te i se r :  	 So t h e r e  w a s  some c o n t i n u i t y ?  

Manolis: 	 There was some con tac t .  



Rela t ionsh ip  wi th  E a r l  Warren 

Teiser :  I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a  t h a t  we 're  somewhat i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  we 
haven ' t  asked abou t  is  Senator  Knowland's r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
Governor Warren. 

Manolis: Now, t h a t  i s  a s u b j e c t  t h a t  is a l l  b e f o r e  my time, a l l  be fo re  my 
time, because I d o n ' t  know. I f  t h e r e  a r e  people l i k e  M r .  B a r t e l  
and o t h e r s  t h a t  you can t a l k  t o  b u t  you s e e  t h a t ' s  t h e  period-- 
I w a s  a ch i ld- - tha t  per iod  of t h e  t h i r t i e s  when Governor Warren 
w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  of Alameda County and t h e  Senator  was 
a n  assemblyman and a s t a t e  s e n a t o r ,  and the  a s s i s t a n t  pub l i she r  
of t h e  Oakland Tribune. La te r  when E a r l  Warren r a n  f o r  a t t o r n e y  
gene ra l  and Senator  Knowland was t h e  Republican n a t i o n a l  committee- 
man f o r  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and then  Governor Warren being governor and 
appo in t ing  Senator  Knowland t o  t h e  s e a t  upon t h e  dea th  of Hiram 
Johnson--all  t h a t  happened when I was a c h i l d ,  a  young boy, s o  I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  t e l l  you anyth ing  about  t h a t .  Then, of course ,  
when I was i n  Washington, E a r l  Warren was t h e  ch i e f  j u s t i c e .  

Te i se r :  He had a l r e a d y  been named ch ie f  j u s t i c e ?  

Manolis: Yes,- he w a s  named ch ie f  j u s t i c e  I would say  i n  '53 o r  '54, be fo re  
I went t h e r e .  But t h a t  w a s  on such a  high--you know, t h e  ch ief  
j u s t i c e  is p r a c t i c a l l y  l i k e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and i f  h e  and Senator  
Knowland s a w  each o t h e r  i t  might b e  a t  some White House banquet 
o r  something. But I never  s a w  t he  ch i e f  j u s t i c e  even though t h e  
Supreme Court w a s  j u s t  a b lock  from t h e  Senate .  So I r e a l l y  don ' t  
know anyth ing  about  their--  

T e i s e r  : It w a s  s a i d  t h a t  they  had e a r l i e r  been f r i e n d l i e r ,  and t h a t  they 
somewhat grew es t ranged  as they  grew o l d e r .  

Manolis: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  and I r e a d  t h e  Warren autobiography, which I 
t h i n k  i s  a ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  autobiography,  because i t  mentions 
noth ing  about  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  Knowlands, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Senator ' s  
f a t h e r ,  J.R. Knowland, a s  pub l i she r  of t h e  Tribune, i n  g e t t i n g  
him e l e c t e d  as d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  o r  i n  urg ing  him t o  r u n  f o r  
governor o r  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  t h e  Senator played,  a  ve ry  s t r o n g  r o l e  
i n  g e t t i n g  him appointed ch ie f  j u s t i c e  of t h e  Supreme Court .  He 
mentions noth ing .  E a r l  Warren, whom as I s a y  I do n o t  know, i f  
you read  t h e  autobiography, every th ing  t h a t  happened i n  E a r l  
Warren's l i f e ,  i t  happened because of E a r l  Warren. [ l a u g h t e r ]  
But I t h i n k  i t  is  t r u e  t o  say ,  i f  "estranged" is  t h e  r i g h t  word, 
b u t  t h e r e  a g a i n  I w a s  n o t  a p a r t y  t o  t h e  e a r l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and 
then  when I got  t o  Washington i t ' s  l i k e  a sk ing  me what was t h e  



Manolis: 	 r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  Senator  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a 
l i t t l e  more easy t o  d e f i n e  because you can say  t h e  Senator is 
ma jo r i ty  l e a d e r  and d isagreed  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  p re s iden t .  
Well, you d o n t t  d i s a g r e e  wi th  t h e  ch i e f  j u s t i c e  who never  makes 
any pronouncements, s o  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  even a p u b l i c  forum 
f o r  judging that f r i e n d s h i p .  

Te i se r :  	 Of course ,  Governor Warren became more l i b e r a l ,  b u t  as I understand 
d

~t s o  a l s o  d id  Senator  Knowland i n  h i s  gene ra l  concepts .  Is 
t h a t  t r u e ?  

Manolis: 	 Yes, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  I d o n t t  know whether Mrs. Warren--
would--Mrs. Warren i s  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  b u t  you might g e t  something 
o u t  of h e r .  But t h a t ' s  something I j u s t  cannot--I sense--the 
Senator  was no t  one t o  t a l k  about  people.  The Senator never  d i s -
cussed people,  never gossiped.  So you know you a s k  about  t h e s e  
people,  and a s  c l o s e  a s  I was t o  t h e  Senator  (I was h i s  c l o s e s t  
f r i e n d )  he never s a i d  unkind th ings  about people.  So i f  t h e r e  
was anything between h i m  and E a r l  Warren, t h e  most t h a t  I r e c a l l  
i s  a f e e l i n g  I had t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h a t  E a r l  Warren--I d o n t t  know, 
I d o n t t  want t o  say was ungrateful--and I remember up u n t i l  Ea r l  
Warren's dea th ,  E a r l  Warren always came t o  Oakland f o r  Christmas 
because he had o l d  f r i e n d s  h e r e  and he  would always come t o  t h e  
Tribune and come and s e e  t h e  Senator  up u n t i l  OK, a  few yea r s  
ago when E a r l  Warren d ied .  So he  d id  t h e  e x t e r n a l ,  obvious 
t h i n g s ;  bu t  o u t s i d e  of coming i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  t he  Tribune f o r  
t e n  minutes a t  ~ h r i s f m a s  time, I d o n t t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  any 
communication o r  anyth ing  between t h e  two. 

Te i se r :  	 The s u b j e c t  of Senator  Knowland's s l i g h t  s h i f t  perhaps (o r  maybe 
i t ' s  more than  s l i g h t )  i n  h i s  viewpoint  i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  yea r s  of 
h i s  l i f e ,  f i f t e e n  maybe, I remember reading  a s t o r y  t h a t  someone 
had t h e  i d e a  of b r ing ing  up t h e  " r i g h t  t o  work" amendment aga in ,  
a " r i g h t  t o  work" l a w  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and h e  s a i d  no. 

Manolis: 	 Well,  I t h i n k  he  f e l t  t h e  i s s u e  had been s e t t l e d .  I t h i n k  a l s o  
t h a t  what might have played a r o l e  is t h a t  t h e  Senator  came back 
from Washington and he  came t o  t h e  Tribune and he  took over 
management of t h e  paper;  h e  s a t  i n  on l abo r  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  he  
d e a l t  f i r s t  hand w i t h  l a b o r ,  and i t  might have changed h i s  views. 

Te i se r :  	 Do you t h i n k  h i s  o t h e r  views were changed? I guess on t h e  s u b j e c t  
of Taiwan n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  b u t  were they  on-- 

Manolis: 	 Oh, I th ink  so .  I th ink  h i s  views sof tened .  I can '  t r e c a l l ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  whether t h e  Senator was s t i l l  a l i v e  when P r e s i d e n t  Nixon 
went t o  China. I don ' t  know when that took p l ace .  



Te i se r :  	 I t h i n k  so.  

Manolis: 	 It would be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  l ook  a t  Tribune e d i t o r i a l s  a t  t h a t  t ime,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  Senator  was a l i v e .  I don ' t  when that happened.* 

Major Con t r ibu t ions  

Te i se r :  	 This i s  perhaps a  v e r y  l a r g e  ques t ion .  Have you ever  thought  
of Senator  Knowland's major c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  your s t a t e ?  I t ' s  
something t h a t  a hundred yea r s  from now people would b e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  knowing, what h i s  ve ry  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e s  thought were his major 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  . 

Manolis: [ t a p e  i n t e r r u p t i o n ]  That is  a l a r g e  ques t ion  and one t h a t  is  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  ex tempGize .  I t h i n k  t h a t  Senator  Knowland, 
taken  i n  t h e  con tex t  of h i s  t ime,  which a f t e r  a l l  w a s  post-World 
War 11--he was appointed t o  t h e  Senate  i n  August of 1945, Germany 
had co l l apsed  and Japan w a s  c o l l a p s i n g .  He r ep resen ted  a s t a t e  
which had seen  an  enormous growth dur ing  the  war yea r s  because of 
t h e  P a c i f i c  t h e a t e r  of w a r .  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  t hose  f i v e  y e a r s  had 
changed from t h e  somewhat r u r a l  s t a t e  t o  a g r e a t  i n d u s t r i a l  s t a t e .  
It had i n d u s t r y  be fo re ,  of course ,  and g r e a t  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces .  
But wi th  t h e  war e f f o r t  and t h e  sh ipyards  and t h e  a i r c r a f t  
i n d u s t r y ,  I t h i n k  t h e  w a r  y e a r s  changed t h e  s t a t e  and a s  a  r e s u l t ,  
being i n  Washington he  played a g r e a t  r o l e  i n  t h e  development of 
t h e  s t a t e  because u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e s e  t h i n g s  d o n ' t  happen wi th  a  
l o t  of f e d e r a l  money. I t h i n k  he w i l l  b e  remembered f o r  many of 
t h e  rec lamat ion  p r o j e c t s .  He took a  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  i n  those ,  
r e a l i z i n g  how v i t a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  was t o  t h e  s t a t e .  Many p r o j e c t s  
which he f a t h e r e d ,  l i k e  t h e  P o r t  of Sacramento and o t h e r s .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  h i s  r o l e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  was a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
cons i s  t e n t  wi th  t h e  Senator  from a  g r e a t  s t a t e  which had become 
more cognizant  of i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  world a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  w a r .  

H i s  main t h r u s t ,  of course ,  i f  one were t o  remember h i s  Senate  
y e a r s ,  was i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r s ,  because he  served  
on t h e  Senate  Foreign Re la t ions  Committee and t h e  Senate  Armed 
Se rv ices  Committee. H e  w a s  on t h e  j o i n t  committee on atomic 
energy. He served  on t h e  app ropr i a t ions  committee, which was 
v i t a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  g r e a t  

*Pres ident  Nixon went t o  China i n  1972. Senator  Knowland d ied  i n  
1974. 



Manolis: 	 p r o j e c t s ,  rec lamat ion  p r o j e c t s ,  dams, He f a t h e r e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
f o r  many of t h e  dams t h a t  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  
money--Auburn Dam, Folsom Dam, Shas ta  Dam and o t h e r s .  

I t h i n k  h e  was one of our  Senators ,  who, i f  you t ake  a l l  of t h e  
Senators  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  approached--if I may u s e  
t h e  word--statesman. He was a l s o  a  d e l e g a t e  i n  1956 t o  t h e  United 
Nations,  appointed by P r e s i d e n t  Eisenhower because of h i s  member- 
s h i p  on the  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  committee. I t ' s  hard t o  say  whether 
he took h i s  p o s i t i o n  vis-2-vis China because of h i s  awareness of 
C a l i f o r n i a  being on t h e  P a c i f i c  and being t h e  gateway t o  t h e  Or i en t  
o r  whether t h a t  po l i cy  came a s  a r e s u l t  of h i s  f e e l i n g s  about  
communism. I t h i n k  i t  might have been a combination of t h e  two; 
of course ,  being i n  C a l i f o r n i a  he w a s  very  aware of t h e  problem 
i n  t h e  Or i en t .  

I n  h i s  l i f e  he  met many world l e a d e r s ,  both wh i l e  he w a s  i n  
Washington and during h i s  t r a v e l s .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  I was wi th  
him he w a s  n o t  a s e n a t o r i a l  junketeer .  He d i d n ' t  go on any junke t s  
i n  t h e  yea r s  I was t h e r e ,  t o  Europe o r  wherever. [pause]  He had 
a g r e a t  sense of h i s t o r y .  I remember when h e  came back and 
P ro fes so r  [George] Hammond asked him t o  come and t a l k  t o  The Fr iends  
of The Bancroft  L ibrary  a t  t h e i r  annual  meeting. I n  t hose  days 
t h a t  w a s  a sma l l e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  than  i t  is  today. They gathered 
f o r  t h e i r  annual  meet ing  h e r e ,  and i t  was a n i c e  meeting and t h e  
Senator  came o u t  and he  spoke on h i s t o r i c a l  reminiscences of t h e  
y e a r s  i n  Washington, h i s  reminiscences of C a l i f o r n i a  h i s t o r y  
which he knew extremely w e l l  because h i s  f a t h e r ,  of course ,  i s  
one of t h e  g r e a t  f i g u r e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  h i s t o r y  i n  t h i s  century  
(he was chairman of t h e  Landmarks Commission and [ p r e s i d e n t  o f ]  
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  and t h e  chairman of t h e  S t a t e  
Parks  Commission f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a s  a  small  
boy, t r a v e l i n g  wi th  h i s  f a t h e r  up and down t h e  s t a t e  v i s i t i n g  
t h e  missions be fo re  they  were r e b u i l t ,  and t h a t  was one of J . R .  
Knowland's g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  He was very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  miss ions ,  
and a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Native Sons of t h e  Golden West he urged 
t h e  Native Sons and Native Daughters t o  t ake  on t h e  p r o j e c t  of 
h i s t o r i c a l  landmarks. Tha t ' s  how J . R . ' s  i n t e r e s t ,  and how he  
be  became chairman of t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Landmarks Commission. But 
t h e  Senator ,  a s  a  ve ry  smal l  boy, used t o  t r a v e l  around wi th  h i s  
f a t h e r ,  so  he  had a v i t a l  awareness of C a l i f o r n i a  h i s t o r y .  He 
grew up wi th  i t  a s  h i s t o r y  and, of course ,  J . R .  h imself  was a 
g r e a t  pub l i c  f i g u r e .  He had served  i n  t h e  Congress f o r  twelve 
y e a r s ,  r e t i r i n g  i n  1914, and then  f i f t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  was s t i l l  
h e r e  and he would reminisce.  I knew J . R .  very  w e l l .  



Manolis: 	 So t h e  Senator  had a  f e e l i n g  of h i s t o r y  and a f e e l i n g  of d e s t i n y  
f o r  C a l i f o r n i a .  He loved C a l i f o r n i a  v e r y  deeply and that's why, 
when I g e t  back t o  t h e  t a l k  a t  The F r i ends  of t h e  Bancroft  L ib ra ry ,  
he s o r t  of s u r p r i s e d  P ro fe s so r  Hammond and s o r t  of s u r p r i s e d  
everybody. I knew i t - - i n  f a c t  I suggested it t o  him--he w a s  over-
joyed w i t h  t h e  i d e a ,  and wi thout  any h e s i t a n c y  h e  announced a t  
t h a t  meet ing that h e  w a s  going t o  l e a v e  a l l  of h i s  papers  t o  The 
Bancroft  L ib ra ry  wi th  t h e  hope t h a t  o t h e r  Senators  would fo l low 
him too ,  because he w a s  a l s o  a  ve ry  devoted b alumnus t o  t h e  Berkeley 
campus and h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h a t  would b e  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
Berkeley campus t o  s tar t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of C a l i f o r n i a  Senators  
g iv ing  t h e i r  papers  t o  The Bancroft  L ib ra ry  so t h a t  The Bancroft  
could become known a s  a r e p o s i t o r y  of t h e  papers .  To some e x t e n t  
t h a t  wish has been f u l f i l l e d  wi th  t h e  Kuchel papers  and o t h e r  
papers .  I th ink  t h a t ,  as I t o l d  P ro fe s so r  Har t ,  h e  has  t h e  trump 
i n  h i s  hand and a l l  Senators  should always be  reminded t h a t  those  
papers  a r e  t h e r e  and t h e  importance t o  t h e  s c h o l a r  is t h e  c o n t i n u i t y ,  
s o  t h a t  some papers  a r e n ' t  a t  USC and some a r e n ' t  a t  Chico and 
wherever. 

So h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  hard t o  enumerate. [pause]  I don ' t  
know what more I could say .  

T ransc r ibe r :  Michel le  S t a f fo rd  
F i n a l  Typis t :  Matthew Schneider 
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