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[Interview 1: September 29, 2000] 

[Begin Tape 1, Side A] 

Hopkins: So how’s Mal [Malcom] Burnstein? 

Rubens: Mal is great! Yes. He’s just lively. 

Hopkins: Is he still working? 

Rubens: He told me that he had had a brain tumor, but he had a successful operation 

and is just fine, and now works mainly out of his house –having retired from 

his own office down near Fourth Street in Berkeley.  I went to his house to 

pick up some papers he was donating to The Bancroft Library. 

Hopkins: Yes, he built it.  

Rubens: He said he knew you well. I’m not going to be as sharp as I want to be for this 

interview, because I prepared a while ago.  But I remember he said that he 

remembers distinctly and described meeting you and Ron Dellums, at the first 

meeting of BCA. 

Hopkins: He was an attorney for this record company down in Berkeley at the time. 

Rubens: Fantasy Records. 

Hopkins: Fantasy, yes.  

Rubens: Well, he actually told me that he didn’t go to Fantasy until he was fired from 

[attorney Robert] Treuhaft. 

Hopkins: Yes, that’s right. 

Rubens: He didn’t have the brain tumor then. He started making money, but then quit 

after a while. 

Hopkins: He may have quit Fantasy, but he helped build that company. Fantasy was 

nothing when Mal started working as a legal counsel.  

Rubens: You think he was pretty instrumental? 

Hopkins: As I recollected.  

Rubens: So tell me, Don, where were you raised? 

Hopkins: I was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, right in the area that was burnt down in 1921. 

I lived by Greenwood. 
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Rubens: Did your family suffer at all? 

Hopkins: My mother did, and my oldest sister and my older brother did. My oldest 

brother was actually born shortly after the fact. But anyhow, they talk about it 

all the time. And every time there was an article about it --there was a long 

one in the New York Times not too long ago, that I clipped out and took it 

down and had copies made and sent it to all the members of the family. 

Anyhow, that’s where I was born. 

Rubens: There are a few new books about the Tulsa Race Riots, Reconstructing the 

Dreamland, by Brophy and Riot and Remembrance, by James Hirsch.  You 

probably know them. 

Hopkins: Yes. 

Rubens: It was a very ugly, brutal attack on the African American community. 

Hopkins: We moved from there when I was in the fourth grade, to Kansas City, Kansas. 

Then I went to the University of Kansas, at Lawrence. I graduated in ‘58, and 

then I went as a Woodrow Wilson fellow to Yale University. 

Rubens: What’s the year you go to Yale? 

Hopkins: ‘58. I was there ‘58 to ‘61. I got my master’s degree there in political science 

in ‘59. And in a spur of the moment decision, I came to Berkeley. 

Rubens: Let me just be clear. You got a master’s degree and a law degree from Yale?  

Hopkins: No, just a master’s. I took the LSAT when I was at Yale, and I was admitted 

to the Yale Law School; but I didn’t go because when I got my master’s, they 

tried to draft me into the army. I would have been in Vietnam, if I didn't stay 

in school. I had to stay in a graduate program.  

 Then I transferred to Berkeley in ‘61. There, I was a teacher’s assistant in 

political science in ‘60/’61 and through my first year of law school. I went to 

Boalt Hall. I graduated law school in ‘65. 

 Then I worked a few months: I worked for the Treasury Department for about 

a month, got hired at UC Berkeley on my first day on my Treasury 

Department job; so I stayed around there for a month, then went to Berkeley 

as assistant dean of students.  

Rubens: David Wellman who was a graduate in sociology at the time, told me to 

interview you. I had read your book for another reason, but didn't know you 

were at Berkeley during FSM.  I don’t know if you remember Davey. 
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Hopkins: Well, I knew him because I became assistant to Executive Chancellor Earl 

Cheit, and I interviewed all the department heads at the beginning of the year 

to just go over to see what everybody needed, what they wanted, what was on 

their minds, and stuff like that. So I met a lot of people who had been involved 

in the Free Speech Movement. I was in charge of University Facilities; that is, 

if student organizations wanted to use university facilities, they had to come 

through me. So I met David Wellman and Mario Savio and all those people 

during that process.  I was friendly with the students. I had a very good 

relationship with the Free Speech Movement students. I had to turn the 

microphone on on the Sproul steps every-day at noon and turn it off at one 

o’clock. 

Rubens: Were you facilitating them getting the mic? 

Hopkins: Oh, yes, we had the mic. It was ours. 

 At one point that year, some students wrote an article or something saying that 

I was a lackey for the administration, even though I was with them and I was 

opposed to the war in Vietnam and everything. It was pretty harsh. Chancellor 

Roger] Heyns was just irate about it and actually suspended two or three 

students, or tried to. And then, we had a big trial about whether or not they 

should be suspended. Mike Tigar was a third-year law student at the time. 

Later he was a lawyer for one of the defendants in the Oklahoma City 

bombing case. He defended the students and Robert Coles defended the 

university.  This was an in-house trial. And one of Mike Tigar’s great lines 

was, “Well, this is the position of the university, that the plantation of the 

lords can only be tilled with implements provided by the masters.” And of 

course, they beat us in the trial, and the students were reinstated. [laughs] 

 Recently, a couple of friends of mine were down in Cuba, and they ran into 

this lady-- Karen Lieberman Wald. They were talking about something. She 

needed some help with some writing that she was doing, and my friends said 

to her--these are my golfing buddies, James Brown, and said, “Well, I know 

somebody at Berkeley who could probably help you with that.” And she said, 

“Ted, do you mean Dean Hopkins?” [laughs] And they had a big laugh about 

it. I mean, how did she pull my name out of there? But she was one of the 

students we had sought to kick out of the university. And she told them that I 

kicked her out of the university. This was just last year. [laughs]  

Rubens: I met her when a Bay Area group of women teachers went to Cuba in ‘77. 

Hopkins: You met her there? 

Rubens: I think she was here at the time. She had been to Cuba and was helping more 

people visit and bring needed supplies.  She was so committed to Fidel's 

revolution and people were very hopeful then, actually.  
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Hopkins: That was important for a lot of those groups. 

Rubens: Yes.  There were elections taking place in certain regions of Cuba.  It seemed 

as if democracy would flower.  

Hopkins: Karen still has that rabidity for the revolution. And her emails are delightful, 

but there’s too many of them. 

Rubens: From Cuba? That’s where she is? 

Hopkins: Yes, all during the Elian Gonzalez stuff, man, she just flooded cyberspace. 

Rubens: You know, she had a child. I think that may have been why she wasn’t there 

then. She would go back and forth. 

Hopkins: They mentioned her son--my friends mentioned it. They sort of hung out with 

her. 

Rubens: Earlier you imitated Mike Tigar's voice: That voice is so distinctive; 

incredibly low and resonant.  

Hopkins: He was really quite theatrical. I mean, he was good then; he’s still good.  

Rubens: Did you know him in law school?  

Hopkins: Yes. I was a senior his freshman year. But you know, those days, you didn’t 

really know people, but he was number one in his class just all the way 

through, so he was a known commodity. 

Rubens: Well, let me just pull a few things apart. I want to get to the nitty gritty of 

what you said. Who did you TA for in political science? 

Hopkins: Sheldon Wolin, John Schaar, and Peter Odegard.  

Rubens: How did you get to them? I’d imagine Norman Jacobson-- 

Hopkins: Dr. Jacobson was my advisor and my friend. I had an office in Sheldon 

Wolin’s--well, he let me use his office for study for two years up in North 

Hall, when he went on to sabbatical or something. I had his office the whole 

year, way up there with all his books. [laughs]  

Rubens: Why did you transfer from Yale to Berkeley, by the way? 

Hopkins: I had been admitted into UCLA graduate school. Every time it snowed in New 

Haven, I wanted to get out of there. I had a friend named Daryl Finney, who 

was from San Leandro or San Lorenzo. He had gone to Berkeley and was a 

Phi Beta Kappa in Berkeley. I had been a Phi Beta Kappa in Kansas, so we 
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became close friends my first day at Yale. But he didn’t last a year. He left 

after the first month but came back to Berkeley and got his Ph.D. from 

Berkeley. But he and I communicated all the time. And I told him I was going 

to apply. But coming from Kansas City, we didn’t know anything about 

Berkeley or San Francisco or the Bay Area.  

Rubens: But you had snow? 

Hopkins: Not like New England snow. But anyhow, we only knew about Los Angeles. 

California to us was Los Angeles. I had no concept of Berkeley. And so, I 

decided--I worked on the railroads in the summer, out of St. Paul, Minnesota. 

I used to work on the railroads from Chicago to Seattle. And so, that summer I 

wanted to go to California, and a friend of mine loaned me the money, 

because I had injured my knee playing basketball. I didn’t make that much 

money that summer so he loaned me sixty bucks, and I drove my car to 

Berkeley. I had a brother in El Cerrito and one in Oakland. So I came here and 

I wanted to see UC Berkeley, thinking that I had been admitted to Berkeley. 

They didn’t even know who I was. 

Rubens: But you had been admitted to UCLA? 

Hopkins: I had been admitted to UCLA, but I didn’t know the difference, quite frankly. 

Dr. Jacobson’s secretary was so nice to me. They got me admitted, and they 

got me a teaching assistantship within twenty-four hours. [laughs] 

Rubens: You didn’t know who these people were? It wasn’t yet the legendary 

department?  

Hopkins: Well, I had seen Odegard’s name on books because I had done my master’s in 

political science, and I had done another two years of graduate work at Yale. I 

knew the literature, so I knew the names. I remember walking into South Hall, 

where the office was and looking on this list of names--they had all the names 

of the faculty on a big black board, written in chalk and ink. I stood there and 

I said, “My God, this is where they all were.” I didn’t know where I was, but 

then I got here. Once I got here, I was awed. It was just an outstanding 

political science department.  

Rubens: Now your brothers that were out here--were they a draw at all? Were they at 

the university?  

Hopkins: No. They were both retired military. They were both in the navy. Once they 

got out of the navy, they settled here.  

Rubens: I just have to put it to you directly: There couldn’t have been too many 

African American students at Boalt? 
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Hopkins: We were almost non-existent. When I was at Boalt Hall, we had 867 students-

-that’s the number I remember--continuing students--and there were two 

blacks in my class--Sherman Williams and myself; there were no blacks in the 

second year class; and Warren White was the only black in the first year class. 

Rubens: This sounds so prosaic when I say it, but how did it feel? 

Hopkins: It was in many ways not a good experience. I guess Henry Ramses had 

graduated. Henry was a senior my freshman year. And Thelton Henderson 

was a year before me, Thelton Henderson, Jr., United States District Court 

Judge in San Francisco. In fact, there was a big article in the San Francisco 

Chronicle yesterday about the judge’s meeting in San Francisco, and his name 

was the first name on the first sentence. 

 It was really a situation of extreme isolation. There were only five women. 

Barbara Armstrong, and Herma Hill Kay were the only female professors. 

That was her other name. She had been married before. She taught me family 

law, when I was a law student. But anyhow, I was just so upset with this Ward 

Connelly guy to re-introduce that kind of isolation for students. I mean, I’m 

telling you, a lot of the white students were really mean. Nothing like being a 

minority of one out of three hundred plus. Particularly, back in the sixties--

back in the early sixties. I wouldn’t wish it upon a dog, quite frankly. But 

there were some people like Lincoln {?}, a lawyer here in Oakland who was a 

very nice person. I can count on one hand the number of my fellow students; 

whom I recall as being—who went out of their way to make me feel a little bit 

comfortable. But a lot of professors were cold-blooded, cruel people. I know 

them. I won’t mention their names. 

Rubens: Coles? 

Hopkins: Robert Coles was just great. And we communicated I guess until he retired.  

Rubens: Heyman? 

Hopkins: Michael Heyman. We were friends. I still regard him as a wonderful guy. 

Rubens: I think students find it shocking, they could not believe that as late as ‘64, the 

isolation and discrimination was so palpable. 

Hopkins: Yes, it was incredible. I taught--I was a TA for at least six semesters, and I 

only had two black students all the time I TA-ed—PS [Political Science] 1, PS 

110, PS 163. It was incredible. 

Rubens: And yet, as you stated you were also in awe of being around, or in the 

presence of those stellar professors –and you knew them all. Did that spur you 

on?  Did you have ambitions, particularly? Or, what allowed you to persevere 

in that kind of isolation? 
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Hopkins: Well, if I quit, they would have drafted me. That was pretty good motivation.  

Also, I enjoyed school an awful lot. 

Rubens: You sound like you were a good student, an intellectual student. Were you 

pushed by your mother or family at all, or did this kind of come naturally? 

Hopkins: My family was very solid--my mother was a very extraordinary woman. My 

father died when I was four, and so my mother raised us.  

Rubens: Six children. Where were you in the birth order? 

Hopkins: I’m number five. Baby boy. 

Rubens: How many girls? How many boys? 

Hopkins: Two girls, four boys. My sister was principal at LeConte. She later became 

superintendent of schools in Gary, Indiana, and then she was superintendent 

for schools in Oklahoma City. She was superintendent of schools when the 

bombing occurred. She just wrote a book in which she discussed that.  

Rubens: She was the baby sister? 

Hopkins: She was the older sister. She was the number three kid. 

Rubens: Let’s make sure we get these names. What was your mother’s name? 

Hopkins: Carolyn. Then, Carrie--Carrie Hopkins. And Stacey is my oldest brother. He’s 

a retired minister out in Kansas City, Kansas. Just retired last June. And Leo 

Hopkins, here in El Cerrito. 

Rubens: He was in the navy? 

Hopkins: He retired from the navy and he retired from the Oakland Police Department. 

My next brother, Richard, lives over here in Oakland. He retired from the City 

of Oakland. He was a building inspector. Retired about six years ago. And 

then my younger sister just retired from the school system in Kansas City, 

Kansas. She lives in Kansas. She was superintendent. 

Rubens: What’s her name? 

Hopkins: Anita Joyce. 

Rubens: And the name of her book? 

Hopkins: Oh no. The one with the book was Betty Hopkins Mason.  
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Rubens: I’ll look for that. What a family! Did your mother live to share the pride and 

joy? 

Hopkins: She did. Betty got her doctorate at the University of Oklahoma, while she was 

superintendent of schools, I guess. 

Rubens: Have any of you done a history of your family, or an oral history of the 

family? 

Hopkins: Oh yeah, one of my nieces did. 

Rubens: My task at hand is to get to the Free Speech Movement, but what a story you 

have. Let me just ask one more question: Were there role models in your 

family? Your mother, of course. What a strong person to be able to carry the 

burden of so many children. I’m sure it was a joy too. How did she support 

you? 

Hopkins: She was a maid in restrooms in a department store in Kansas City, Missouri.  

Rubens: She didn’t have a big salary, of course? 

Hopkins: Well, when I got in college, I found out that my mother had never made more 

than $50 a week, and she bought--how many houses? She bought one house in 

Kansas City, about three houses in Kansas while I was growing up  

Rubens: Smart woman. Thinking about how to-- 

Hopkins: Yes. She saved her money. Got married three or four times after my father 

died. She worked hard, the guys wouldn’t measure up and she kept moving 

on. 

Rubens: Could you just say one more thing about what you think it was in the family 

that had this will and ability to succeed?  

Hopkins: Well, I’ll drop a copy of my sister’s book off to you. We circled the wagons 

after my father died. We always worked to help bring money home to mother. 

I worked wherever: shined shoes and hauled trash and set pins in the bowling 

alleys, waited tables, mopped the floors and worked in department stores. We 

all did. And my brothers went into the service, and when they got their money 

and allowances, they would send whatever the designated amount was home 

to mother. We all worked, but my mother sent all of us to school one way or 

the other. Eddie went to Bishop in Marshall, Texas and got a master’s degree. 

Anita went to Kansas for a year. Went to Kansas State Teacher’s College, and 

that’s where she ended up with a master’s degree at the University of Kansas 

also.  
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Rubens: Any other models? An aunt? An uncle? Someone who had achieved in that 

more classic-- 

Hopkins: No. 

Rubens: And you, to have the Woodrow Fellow and go to Yale. Now, that had to be 

really-- 

Hopkins: I went to Harvard Law after that year as a master’s law student. [laughs] So 

we were enterprising. I have a very enterprising family. We all got our own 

homes. 

Rubens: Your generation was the first generation that went to college also? 

Hopkins: Yes. I think Betty was the first. In fact, you’ll see in her book, she has a lot to 

say about it. She came to my graduation, and I said, “This is to Betty, who 

showed me the way.” [laughs] 

Rubens: When did you go to Harvard Law? 

Hopkins: In ‘69, just before the Third World Strike.  

Rubens: And we’ll leave that alone for now.  You told me about TA-ing for, primarily, 

Wolin, but in the political science department. You’re a law student at Boalt, 

phenomenally isolated. One other background question: Did you know 

anything about protest at Berkeley prior to FSM, for instance the 

demonstrations against HUAC here? 

Hopkins: Yes. That was going on when I first got here. 

Rubens: That was 1960. 

Hopkins: I remember what was happening, sure. 

Rubens: And then in the spring of ‘64, before the Free Speech Movement started, there 

had been the demonstration on Auto Row and the attempts to really integrate 

the work force in the Bay Area. CORE in Berkeley was played a big role; and 

there was the Ad Hoc committee for Civil Rights.  

Hopkins: Yes, I was a graduate student then. I was teaching, and that was a full time 

job; but I knew about the activities. 

Rubens: But you weren’t particularly-- 

Hopkins: I wasn’t active. I had my own problems. [laughs] 

Rubens: Oh, I bet.  
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 You were hired as assistant dean. Why did you get hired? How did that come 

about? 

Hopkins: I had a friend. His name is Donald [Mitchell] Stewart. He’s now head of the 

people who do the SAT tests. Don Stewart had gone to Yale with me. He’s 

head of what that’s place in Princeton? A testing center. He’s the head of that. 

But anyhow, at the time--he had left Yale. Eventually he had gone to work for 

the Ford Foundation, in New York, and he directed their projects in Nigeria. 

Roger Hynes had gone on an education mission to wherever in Nigeria and he 

had met Stewart, and he was very impressed with Stewart. He’s coming to 

Berkeley to be the chancellor, and he asked--I guess he was coming from 

Michigan to Berkeley, and he was about to begin at Berkeley-- he had asked 

Stewart if he would consider leaving Ford and coming to Berkeley with him 

to work in his administration. And Stewart told him he wasn’t interested, but 

he had a friend who was a senior in the law school who was not particularly 

interested in practicing law. So, Martin said he would contact me. And there at 

Boalt Hall I had a note on the bulletin board, and of course I had no idea at the 

time. That’s essentially how it happened. 

Rubens: So you had a meeting, and Roger liked you? 

Hopkins: Yes, but he didn’t have any place in his immediate staff, so he called Arleigh 

Williams, dean of students, and Arleigh interviewed me. And from the day I 

went to work at the Treasury Department--I got a call in my new office with 

Arleigh Williams asking me if I would come over and be assistant dean of 

students.  

Rubens: Well, so Arleigh Williams had room? 

Hopkins: Yes. I had no idea what I was-- 

Rubens: Yes. I was about to say: Did you know what you were getting into? 

Hopkins: No. I didn’t have a clue, [laughs] didn’t have a clue; but I liked Arleigh a lot, 

and I was glad to help him do what he was trying to do, because he didn’t 

have a clue as to what was going on with the students. These students were 

coming from another world now. He had been an Old Blue from 1936, and 

Jim Lemon was the Dean of Men, and he was also Old Blue from the forties; 

and they were just traditionalists, and they didn’t have a clue about what this 

new generation of students was up to. 

Rubens: Here you were talking about Mike Tigar making the most searing kind of 

condemnation. Did you anticipate that you would be getting some of that, that 

you were breaking a color line? 

Hopkins: Yes, I knew that. I was very aware of that. But-- 
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Rubens: Am I correct there had never been a person of color in an administrative 

position? 

Hopkins: Well, there had been Andy Billingsley, who just retired, who was head of the 

University of Maryland. He had been a part-time assistant dean. He was 

professor of sociology at UC Berkeley. Wrote a book with his wife Annie 

titled Black Families in America or something like that. [Climbing Jacob's 

ladder: the enduring legacy of African-American families, Simon & Schuster, 

c1992] 

 Yes. Andy did some perfunctory stuff in the Dean’s Office, but he never had 

an office. 

Rubens: Did you know him? 

Hopkins: Oh, yes.  

Rubens: Once you became a dean, not before? 

Hopkins: Not before. 

Rubens: --coming into an all-white administration.  

Hopkins: Berkeley was an all-white university. Now, the only black students you saw 

around here were African students. There were more African students than 

American black students. I didn’t have a problem with that. 

Rubens: So, when did you become aware that there was a contest over handing out 

literature and advocating political--? 

Hopkins: Well, the Free Speech Movement things went down my senior year, and so we 

were busy, of course. Law students didn’t have time for that. I’d go down to 

campus: sometimes we’d go on dates and go on campus and listen to the 

speeches. And so, I was around there when Savio gave his speech and Jack 

Weinberg was down there. 

Rubens: Jack Weinberg--who was in the car. 

Hopkins: I was there. I thought I was a leftist radical in my thinking. 

Rubens: And where did that come from? 

Hopkins: I don’t have a clue. My freshman year in college I had a professor of political 

science who turned me on to the New Republic and the Nation and some 

things like that. 

Rubens: Who was that? 
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Hopkins: Oh, I can’t think of his name. 

Rubens: But in Kansas? 

Hopkins: Yes. And I always viewed the world a little differently than most of my peers, 

so-- 

Rubens: Had you ever been part of a political group? 

Hopkins: No, not really. I pledged Alpha Phi Alpha, a social fraternity in Kansas, and I 

didn’t last three months; I quit. 

Rubens: What kind of fraternity was that? 

Hopkins: It’s a social fraternity. Two major black social fraternities in the country: 

Alpha Phi Alpha and Kappa Alpha Psi. And the latter was my high school 

social club. I joined it when I went to the university, but I didn’t have time for 

the amounts of nonsense of fraternity life. So I just quit. 

Rubens: In terms of the civil rights movement, did you have an opinion--were you 

following these growing controversies with King? 

Hopkins: Yes. I remember the first letter I ever wrote the editor of the newspaper. Of 

course, I have written hundreds since. It had to do with the Kansas football 

team that went down to play LSU, and the black students were not allowed to 

stay with the white students. They had to stay in private homes. I wrote a 

scathing letter to the Daily Kansan saying, “Why would you subject these 

students to that?” Two of my best friends then were members of the football 

team, and Al Stephenson, who later married Delsina Guess--sort of became an 

outstanding opera singer in the United States--but Al and Homer Floyd, who 

were nice people--but Al took several courses with me and stuff, and I was 

really close to him. He was so humiliated by the experience down South. He’s 

from St. Louis, and he just had never experienced anything like that. But 

anyhow, so I did that. I mean, I was very aware of the segregationists’ 

conditions in the country, at that time, but there was nothing to do; you were a 

student. You think there weren’t many blacks at Berkeley, you can imagine 

how many there were in Kansas. [laughs] 

Rubens: How many were there? How many were at the University of Kansas? 

Hopkins: Well, they had a fraternity house and a sorority house. See, Kansas had been a 

free state originally, and in those days everything around Kansas was 

segregated. Black students couldn’t go to the University of Oklahoma, 

couldn’t go to the University of Texas or Louisiana or Tennessee or Arkansas. 

So the middle-class parents who could afford the money would send them to 

KU, unless you were born in North Kansas. Kansas has the tradition of 
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accepting these students from other states—it was a good situation, in that 

respect. 

Rubens: And for the record, when you say “free state,” you’re referring back to the 

Kansas-Nebraska Act when they were trying to admit one free and one slave 

state? 

Hopkins: In those days, it was a tremendously obvious difference being in Kansas and 

being in Oklahoma. My brother and I would go down to work in my Auntie’s 

farm in Oklahoma in the summer, and we’d ride in the front of the bus until 

we got to the Oklahoma line; and then the bus driver would stop and tell us to 

go to the back. And my brother, one time--the one who lives down here in 

Oakland--told the driver, “I don’t think so.” He did a real Rosa Park number 

on him. We were lucky not to be beaten up or thrown into jail. So I knew 

about that, I was very sensitive to that stuff in those days.  

Rubens: You talked about observing the students in the Free Speech Movement, and 

then when, you went into the administration, that you were a radical thinker. 

You had your own ideas, and I wonder if that involved, as well, observations 

of political strategy, of black organizations and of the rising student 

organizations. 

Hopkins: Well, we had talked a lot about it. When Lieberman talked about going to 

Mississippi for the Mississippi Summer--I was at Yale then--we all had to 

make decisions about whether to go or not go. I remember the buses loading 

up to go. I can remember it very distinctly. Several of my black friends went. 

George Bundy Smith, who is now a judge in New Jersey some place--I 

remember him going and really, really making me feel terrible because I 

wasn’t prepared to make the sacrifice to go. But I had taken the position that I 

needed to get my degree. I did my social activism later. And, of course, I 

didn't want to go to parts of Mississippi, trust me. So, for me, there was a bit 

of cowardice involved in it also. I just wanted to be focused on what I was 

doing. But there were a lot of students at Yale Law School-- particularly, and 

at Harvard graduate studies --and I was the only black in the political science 

department, and I was the only black in the whole dorm full of graduate 

students from all over. So, most of my friends--my black friends --had come 

from the law school. They lived right across the street from me. We had 

discussions about these matters. We’d play chess and we discussed politics all 

the time. And several of my friends were from Morehouse College in Atlanta. 

They were very political.  

Rubens: The well-known black college? 

Hopkins: Yeah. One of them, Clayton Lewis Jones, had graduated from Howard 

University and was Phi Beta Kappa down there. Brilliant guy. Went to Yale 

Law School. He always raised these social issues in all our conversations. I 

mean, that’s what we did. 
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Rubens: So Yale had a bit more of a presence of black students; they skimmed, they 

took some of the cream?  

Hopkins: Yes, these kids are from all over the country, came through right about that 

time.  

Rubens: Did you know her? 

Hopkins: Yes. And Eleanor Holmes Norton came through at that time. She was a 

student in the law school in my last year in graduate school. Of course, 

Clayton Jones eventually went into law practice with Don Warden, who was 

at Boalt Hall--graduated the time Thelton did in ‘61. He was also Phi Beta 

Kappa from Howard. So, we had a nucleus of people there. And then, Martin 

Luther King came and spoke on campus one of the years I was there. 

Rubens: Did you have a strong opinion about him? 

Hopkins: Yes. It would be difficult to hear him speak and not remember it forever. It’s 

interesting, when I was at Berkeley, the year he died, one thing I used to do 

was to help the black students at Berkeley. I had gotten a commitment from 

Arleigh Williams and from the chancellor to allow me to sort of piggyback on 

the invitations that the ASUC [the Associated Students of the University of 

California] had given to certain speakers. By that I meant, they would come to 

the general student body, and I would sit at the smaller gathering of these 

people with the black students at Berkeley. I went over and picked Martin 

Luther King up at the airport at San Francisco, drove him back to the Berkeley 

campus. It was the last time he spoke in Berkeley, just before he got killed. 

We talked in my car about his position on the war in Vietnam. 

Rubens: For the record, would you just say that? What was his position at that point? 

Hopkins: Well, his position was that he was going to concentrate on matters having to 

do with the racial injustice in America, and he would leave that to his white 

colleagues to fight the question of the war. We had a fairly heated discussion 

of that in the car coming to Berkeley; and I’m not boasting about this, but this 

is sort of factual that when he spoke on Sproul steps that day, he made what I 

believe was his first real public comment about the war in Vietnam. You 

remember that expression, “The bombs that explode in Vietnam also explode 

in the ghettos of America”? Then we went over to the Alumni House for this 

meeting with the black students.  

 Medgar Evers had just gotten killed, and the black students put the heat on him 

about the war in Vietnam, about how could he be non-violent in the face of 

what happened to people like Medgar. And Martin got really angry and said, 

“Why don’t you guys go and find him? Take care of the guy who killed 

Medgar Evers, and maybe I’d re-think my position or something.” But I think 

that his visit to Berkeley really changed Martin Luther King. 
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Rubens: I remember distinctly when he said it. I remember our mouths dropping open. 

I was there. 

Hopkins: About a year ago, on Sunday morning, I’m reading the newspaper, and they 

had a big picture--I guess one of those Free Speech Movement reprises they 

do --of him speaking on Sproul Steps, and I was standing right behind him. It 

was on the front page of the Chronicle. 

Rubens: So, this was ‘67 when he came? 

Hopkins: Was that when it was? April 16th? It must have been ‘66 or ’67. 

Rubens: ‘67. We’ve got to get that Chronicle with you in it. This interview is going in 

a few directions, but this is so much more interesting. You said you were 

willing to work for Arleigh Williams and join the administration because you 

understood what he was trying to do; and now I hear you were able to 

piggyback on these kind of things. So what was he trying to do that you 

perceived? 

Hopkins: Well, he had a good heart, and he didn’t want to be against students. He 

wanted to accommodate their wishes as best he could within the frameworks 

of the university’s mission. I have to tell you that a lot of people opposed 

doing that. They wanted us to put everybody out who didn’t toe the line. 

Then, there were a lot of student organizations that wanted to be formed, like 

the gay rights organization, the sexual freedom forum—stuff that people 

hadn’t ever heard about coming to the Dean’s Office wanting to use university 

facilities. I was instrumental in helping Bill Graham put on the first light show 

in Harmon Gymnasium. Those people-- they didn’t want him there.  And then 

Reagan came in. The government of California was really cracking down on 

the university. Stokley Carmichael came out here and wanted to speak at the 

Greek Theater. They didn’t want him to do that. I told the chancellor, I said, 

“I’ll work it out.” I said, “Just let me.” I’d negotiate with the student 

organization that was inviting him and Stokley’s representatives, and we’ll 

develop a format so that he could speak here. We did and they put in a whole 

agreement in the Daily Californian, which paved the way for Stokley to be 

able to speak at the Greek.  

Rubens: What were the grave issues that would have paved the way for him, that 

would require the agreement?  

Hopkins: Well, he was a black radical and they were going to have the budding Black 

Panther organization--people like that--coming up on campus and attending 

these meetings.  And people feared riots; and there was hostility between the 

Alameda County Sheriff’s Office and the students. I mean, everything was 

almost in a tinderbox in those days, so all of these things had to be negotiated, 

then, you know, for instance, whether students could show movies on campus 
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that had sexually explicit things or scenes in them. So all that was in my 

portfolio. [laughs]  

Rubens: Were you alone with King driving from the airport over? 

Hopkins: Yes. That’s my recollection. 

Rubens: And you just really wanted to talk about this? You wanted to talk about what, 

the War in Vietnam. 

Hopkins: My role was always an ambiguous one to many people, but I was definitely--.  

And in fact, there were articles in the Daily Californian at the time that 

discussed it. I was definitely in favor of the anti-war protest. Anything I could 

do to help the kids do that stuff. They had a friend on the inside of the 

administration. 

Rubens: Well, that is what I wanted to come back to. In a certain sense, when you 

became a dean, when you went inside the university, how did you assess 

FSM? I’m asking this question poorly, and I shouldn't, perhaps, be interjecting 

my opinion. But it seemed to me at the time, anyway, that the FSM was just a 

small, in a way, almost pure--relatively--oasis of student activism that quickly 

became everything else. I mean, it’s over a piece of land and what powers the 

university had, and then it moved— 

Hopkins: No, it was organization and activism. And, you know, just coming from Yale 

to Berkeley, the students in your classes were just different. I’d never seen any 

students like Berkeley students. See, in those days, the students at Yale wore 

shirts and ties to the dining hall and often into classes. I mean, the students 

themselves. I came out here and these kids were wearing jeans. I remember 

my first day at Berkeley going to Dwinelle Hall for my first class, I had a blue 

blazer on, nice shirt, and beautiful thin tie, I was a “Yaley”; I was dressed that 

way. And I walked into this class, and all these scruffy kids were in there. 

[laughs] They were different. Berkeley students were different  

Rubens: Even in those early mid-sixties, you’ve seen the pictures of some of the FSM-

ers, and they have suits and ties on, though. 

Hopkins: Oh, really. I didn’t know that. 

Rubens: Someone has said to me that they were staging or playing to the press. But in 

your opinion, in ‘61/’62 these are a different order of students? 

Hopkins: Yes. They started to wear their hair longer, and in class--political science 

classes--there were some traditional thinkers, but I found Berkeley students to 

be way out there. I mean, they put you through your paces in terms of 

justifying key arguments in what to make of institutions and political ideas. 
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Rubens: I wanted to ask you also: Do you remember Malcolm X coming to campus? 

Were you there? 

Hopkins: Well, I remember that. I know that they wouldn’t let him speak there and I 

know that he spoke in Styles Hall, which is right across the street. I must have 

been in law school then.  

Rubens: That’s not a vivid memory, whereas seeing King-- 

Hopkins: There was a campus NAACP--a chapter of NAACP--that had invited him. I 

had familiarity with Malcolm as a result of my days back in New York. When 

I went to Yale, I spent a lot of time in New York, because I had never been on 

the East Coast before, and I spent a lot of time in Harlem. I discovered jazz 

music, and I went to the jazz clubs big time. Many of them—like Smalls, 

Paradise, and Baby Graham, and Count Basie’s- were up in Harlem. And so I 

had heard Malcolm speak. It was not a big deal to me, him coming to 

Berkeley, but I was sort of bemused of the fact that it was a big deal to the 

university administration, so much so that they wouldn’t even let him speak. 

Rubens: It was a big thing to the students too. My memory is of a hushed student body 

and then small groups of students talking about him all over the campus; you 

know, he was a powerhouse. 

Hopkins: Even before the Mississippi Freedom Summer, there had been students going 

down and working with the civil rights organizations in the South, and a lot of 

the students came to Berkeley. I mean, I don’t care where they were from--

New York, Chicago, Midwest or whatever--they began to migrate to 

Berkeley. 

Rubens: So, let me pull it back. I want to wander over all this richness, but did you say 

to me--is this correct on dates--you would come down to look at some of the 

activities? 

Hopkins: I remember one of my most notable dates was with this lady,Gay Plair Cobb. 

Her maiden name was Gay Plair. When I first met her, that’s what we did. We 

went on a date and we went down to listen to the speeches on Sproul Plaza. 

[laughs] I remember that.  

Rubens: Listen, my husband’s and my first date was going to see Huey Newton appear 

at the Oakland Auditorium when he was released from prison. I don’t know if 

people were aware that going to a political event was something that you did 

for a date –among a certain group of people.  

Hopkins: Yeah on that flatbed truck or something, outside of the jail house. 

Hopkins: The other thing that happened was that when I came to Berkeley, the ASUC 

had just been built. It was brand new. They had tables outside, and I had 
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met—I told you Clayton Lewis Jones, this guy I knew at Yale. He had 

introduced me to his friend, who is now at Boalt Hall, and he and I got 

together with some other guys to meet Henry Ramsey, Junior, and Thelton 

Henderson, during the week to meet and discuss issues dealing with black 

people in America and the civil rights movement. We met right in the plaza at 

the Bear’s Lair. The meeting was so good to us that we decided that we would 

leave there and go to my apartment, which was 6605 Shattuck, right next to 

the barbecue place down Shattuck. I remember that because we took our cups 

with us and I always had the original cups from the Bear’s Lair for many 

years in my house. We formed the Afro-American Association. And it was out 

of the Afro-American Association that the Black Panther Party sprung 

indirectly.  

Hopkins: Huey came to our meetings--a lot of our meetings towards the end of that 

period--and I became very close friends with Huey and testified at all of his 

trials. When he came back from Cuba, I testified as a character witness for 

him. In the two previous trials--maybe I was a character witness at one--the 

Oakland Tribune said, “Dellums’ right hand man, Don Hopkins, seems to 

think that Mr. Newton is not a threat to his community.” [laughs] This was 

kind of bizarre. But I had been with him the night of the shooting, when he 

shot the cop. 

Rubens: The very first incident that made the Panthers into a sort of national-- 

Hopkins: Yes. I had been with him that night, and I had proposed a toast to him and his 

friends, because he had announced that he was no longer on probation. And 

that became an issue of his motivation to kill the cops. If he said he had been 

arrested that night, he would come back to prison. But he had told me that his 

probation was over, and I toasted to him, which means that that was not his 

motivation. He did not have that motivation, and that was one of the issues at 

both of his trials. So it was interesting. But then he and I became friends. I 

stuck with him until the bitter end. In fact, he died owing me forty dollars, that 

I loaned him the last time I saw him. 

Rubens: So tragic. I went to his funeral. At Allen Temple in Oakland. I wasn’t going to 

miss that. 

Rubens: Well, that’s another story too, Don. There’s a lot of things that we could talk 

about. Let me ask you about this Afro-American Association. Was that a 

university or a Berkeley city organization? I mean, how did you conceive of it 

in that sense? 

Hopkins: We were all Berkeley students. For the most part, we were Berkeley students. 

Well, Huey and those guys and Bobby Seal--they were going to-- 

Rubens: Merritt College. 
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Hopkins: Incidentally, let me tell you: You know this guy Gene McKenny, who died 

last week on the thirteenth? 

Rubens: No. 

Hopkins: I think it was in the newspaper Sunday--in the obituary. Anyhow, he was the 

guy in the car with Huey that night. He called me three times--this was two 

weeks ago--and left messages on my service. You know how hard it is to get 

me. I finally called Gene back, and he didn’t answer. I went to DC for a week 

and came back and found out that he had died that day--same day that I had 

called him, on the thirteenth. 

Rubens: And the obituary is in the paper on the fourteenth--around there? I’ll look for 

it. 

Hopkins: Yes. He was the guy who wouldn’t testify in the trial --just, somehow, 

disappeared. 

Rubens: The reason why I’m asking about this Afro-American Association is that I’m 

trying to see if it’s going to also lead to the budding of the BCA, the Berkeley 

group that basically supported Dellums. 

Hopkins: In the sense that we influenced Dellums, and we did, and he came towards the 

latter part of our Afro-American Association days. Green was very active, was 

very active in the Afro-American Association. And Don Warden sort of 

institutionalized the organization and kept it going, even after we had 

graduated from law school. Kenneth Simmons was on East Bay MUD Board 

was very active. He and Don Warden were the two strongest personalities in 

the organization. And there are a lot of people around here. A lawyer who 

used to live--his name Aubrey Labrie. He lives on Broadway Terrace. He was 

a member of the association. 

Rubens: There is also this history of the Panthers being very instrumental in Wilson 

Riles’ election, as the first black mayor of Oakland. 

Hopkins: They took a little more credit perhaps than they deserved. I don’t know that 

they did a lot of the footwork. And that’s true, Elaine Brown became a big 

time organizer when she took over the Panthers. 

Rubens: So that essay will bring me up to speed about the Afro-American Association 

and then the development of the BCA. 

Hopkins: We became the nucleus. We formed a club in Berkeley, which I mentioned in 

an article in the Bay Area Independent Democrats, which grew out of all those 

campaigns and-- 
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Rubens: That’s where you know Malcolm Bernstein too. When you are making a 

report on the Committee of New Politics--the convention in Chicago, out of 

which the women’s movement formally emerged. 

Hopkins: I had a long talk the other day with Anne Weils, who was married to Robert 

Scheer. She’s now married to-- 

Rubens: To Dan Segal, on the Oakland school board. 

Hopkins: Yes. We had a great time--Sunday I think it was, or Saturday--talking about 

those days, because she actually lived across the street from me when she’s 

married Bob Scheer. 

Rubens: Were you involved with the Scheer campaign? You must have been. 

Hopkins: Oh, yes. He was one of the most mesmerizing speakers I ever heard. 

Absolutely. 

Rubens: I was wondering whether I should interview him for the Free Speech 

Movement. 

Hopkins: Oh, I’m sure he’d have a lot to offer if you can catch him. He’s in L.A. now, 

big time. He’s a reporter for the L.A. Times. 

Rubens: I guess I really should. Anyway, I want to get more of you and how you were 

were central to the campaign. 

Hopkins: Bob Scheer was a wonderful speaker. He had wonderful politics. Still does. 

Rubens: Bernstein is absolutely clear that if Scheer hadn’t run, we probably wouldn’t 

have had Dellums. Do you agree with that? 

Hopkins: Absolutely true. Absolutely true. 

Rubens: He softened the ground, sort of. 

Hopkins: Yes, he had to be. He did. There was somebody before Scheer. It was a guy 

named Howard Jeter. I was just driving on the street the other day, and I saw 

this guy standing at a bus stop and I stopped. 

Rubens: He’s still around? Howard Jeter was arrested in Sproul Hall.  

Hopkins: I didn’t expect anybody to remember Howard Jeter.  

Rubens: Did you know him at the time? 

Hopkins: Yes. Absolutely.  
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Rubens: He’s the only black person who was arrested.  

Hopkins: Really? I just saw him on Sunday, and I gave him a ride to Woosley Street. 

Rubens: Did you know him at the time though--’64, ‘65?  

Hopkins: I knew him when he ran for congress. I told him Sunday--I said, “I remember 

a speech you gave at Dwinelle Hall”— 

 

Tape 2 

Rubens: Well, what was the speech? 

Hopkins: He was running for Congress, and he was running against Jeff Cohelan, before 

Bob Scheer did. He went through a real nasty divorce, and ever since then, 

Howard has been almost fanatically involved in men’s rights type of 

organizations; and he’s doing a lot of work with veterans. He was looking 

well, and it was just really something.  

[tape interruption] 

Rubens: Were you able to get in-state tuition at the university because your brother 

was here? 

Hopkins: It was because I was TA, I think. They worked it out. 

Rubens: Because you were working.  

Hopkins: Yes. 

Rubens: Well, you’re right. They could always do whatever they wanted to do. 

Hopkins: Sure. [laughs] One way of putting it. 

Rubens: I hope it doesn’t seem too silly to you, but, you know, for students taking U.S. 

History and hearing about this time, they’re incredulous that people would go 

on a date to a political event. Maybe that's changing now.  And they also don’t 

understand the concept of the movement, and that there was such a 

relationship between social-political-cultural life. 

Hopkins: Absolutely. A lot of my social life eventually revolved around the Afro-

American Association. I mean, politics and social life were almost 

inextricable.  
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Rubens: Now, of course, there was nothing like an Afro-American—that name wasn’t 

even used in ‘64, ‘65.  

Hopkins: We did. We were interested in that, yes. 

Rubens: That early? 

Hopkins: Yes. Absolutely. In fact, one of our earliest discussions had to do with 

whether we should be the “African American Association” or the “Afro-

American Association.” And “Afro-American” was sort of a compromise. But 

there was a strong lobby within the organization for “African American 

Association.” 

Rubens: This was starting in the Bear’s Lair and then moving to your house? When 

you stayed at the place on Shattuck, did you mean next to where the 

headquarters of the Panthers eventually was? 

Hopkins: Well, it was on the same block. It was owned by {_?_}’s father. You know 

where the barbecue place is? 

Rubens: Yes. 

Hopkins: It was the apartment building right next to it. And almost all the meetings of 

the Afro-American Association were held in my apartment. 

Rubens: What was your employment at that time? Were you the dean, and how long 

had you been dean? 

Hopkins: No, I don’t think so. I think I was a graduate student. 

Rubens: And law student? 

Hopkins: It may have been my first year in law school. But by then, by law school, ‘62, 

‘63, the Afro-American Association was still going on. Don Warden had 

rented some facilities down on Grove Street and was holding meetings there 

Monday nights. Our meetings were always on Sunday--Sunday afternoon. 

Rubens: See, that is why I was asking you if you had a position on Malcolm, if you had 

a position on Du Bois--well, I want to get to Du Bois--on King because you 

are talking over these issues. 

Hopkins: Yes. And what we did was, in the Afro-American Association--our meetings 

centered around book discussions. We read, like, John Hope Franklin’s Up 

From Slavery, or Du Bois’s Souls of Black Folk, Melville Herskovitz--

whatever. We read all of the books that were--. We read Franz Fanon. I was in 

political philosophy at the time, working with John Schaar and Sheldon 

Wolin. My interest had been existentialism, and I had this theory that blacks 
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were prototypical existentialists, because as an outsider status in American 

society--particularly people like Richard Wright and then some who were 

existentialist in the sense of Sartre and Camu. I blended the thinking of what 

people were thinking about in the United States with what philosophers taught 

about the nature of our existential position in the world and this country. That 

was sort of my niche in my political association. 

Rubens: And what about Marxism? Where did that fit in now that the Du Bois Club 

was starting to attract both black and white students? Did they have white 

students? You know who told me he became part of the Du Bois club was 

Mike Myerson. I interviewed Mike Myerson when I was on the East Coast.  

Hopkins: He facilitated a lot of my European travels.  

Rubens: Did he? 

Hopkins: [laughs] Yes. He’s still around. 

Rubens: Still around in the East Coast.  

Hopkins: We did very little discussions, of things like Marxism. I mean, the economic 

organization of society was not our primary interest at the time. We just 

figured out how to stay alive, survive the structural problems involving racial 

discrimination and prejudice and stuff. 

Rubens: Why were Huey Newton and the early Panthers attracted? How did they hear 

about you? 

Hopkins: After a while, around the university, at San Francisco State and Merritt 

College, coming to the Afro-American Association came to be something to 

do, and students who had tended to be political, had a political agenda would 

come to our meetings. Sometimes my little apartment would be busting at the 

seams on warm Sunday afternoons. People sitting in on these discussion 

groups. It was amazing. We did this thing for a couple years. Then we started 

having some cultural gatherings, poetry readings, and we’d go down to the 

{Bowsman Spot?} on Shattuck Avenue. At that time, it was organized 

different than it is now, but it had sort of a room that could be used for a 

meeting room, and we started having a lot of our meetings there. Then we had 

this friend named Kenneth Good, who took my place when I left UC 

Berkeley. Kenneth Good was teaching at Merritt part time. He was actually an 

attorney with the Atomic Energy Commission, but he would take his Laney 

College classes down to the {Bowsman Spot}. It’s between 58th and 59th on 

Shattuck. And then Huey and Bobby and Dean--those guys were going to 

Merritt—would be attracted to come to our organizations that we would be 

having down there, and they started coming to our Afro-American 

Association meetings. So there was just this sort of melding of academic 

interests and community interests. Huey was more into that, he was more into 
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the community organization aspect of it; and Don Warden was also interested 

in the community organization aspects of it. 

Rubens: We got derailed when I asked you how you would characterize the Free 

Speech Movement then. How would you characterize it? What did you think 

of it at the time? 

Hopkins: Well, I looked at them--at the students there seeking freedom within the 

context of the university structure--very much the way other black students 

were thinking of freedom, of obtaining freedom within the American social 

structure; and I always felt that their energies--they were always willing to 

lend their energies to what we were doing and what our interests were. In fact, 

they were more interested in lending their energies into what we were doing 

than some of the black students were into lending their energies into what they 

were doing. But there were those of us, like Ron Dellums and me, 

particularly, and someone else who incidentally had been a Marxist when he 

was at Harvard, before he came to Berkeley to study architecture--who were 

very interested in a lot of the political ideologies that they were developing 

within the Free Speech Movement. So, there was a certain crossover appeal 

between campus radicalism and community organization interests because a 

lot of the Free Speech Movement people were dissatisfied with obtaining 

freedom within the university. They wanted to end the war in Vietnam. They 

wanted to end police brutality. And the police used to be brutal. I don’t know 

if you noticed or not? That’s why I stuck with Huey over the years because he 

did a good thing. When people talk about racial profiling, it’s just critical to 

have people talking about profiling. I mean, profiling used to be going on for 

freaking ever. I’ve been stopped by cops more times than you can think of, 

right here over in Berkeley. And people like David Horowitz, who has 

become a right-wing crook. You see him on TV all the time. He’s a pathetic---

but guys like that--they were willing to help out, so there was this sort of 

distant cousin relationship in the Free Speech Movement: campus organizers 

and community organizers and their think tanks and our think tanks. Of 

course, the Afro-American Association was basically a think tank. In fact, the 

organization started falling apart when people asked us to get off our behinds 

and do something. I said, “I’m sorry I have to go to law school” [laughs]. But 

anyhow, that was their connection. And then, when in ‘66, {_?_} ran for the 

assembly, Ron and I were just convinced that those energies could be cross-

pollinated. There was a little bit of resistance on the white side, and there was 

substantial resistance on the black side, but to the extent that they got 

together., I mean, you had a powerful engine running and the energies came 

together in the Scheer campaign and then came together significantly in the 

John George campaign for Congress because there is a lot of white muscle 

and money behind it. And like Ron Dellums, George was always a 

coalitionist. And then they came together big time in Ron Dellums’s 

campaign, because he saw the nexus immediately, and Ron never repudiated 

black radicalism, he never repudiated the Panthers. They could never get him 

to say something negative about the Black Panther Party; and at the same 
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time, he never repudiated anything going on with the political left in the Bay 

Area and the nation and the world. So he was just a natural conveyor belt for 

interracial cooperation. 

Rubens: You were the éminence grise behind Dellums, the sort of thinker that melded 

with him, but behind him every step of the way. When did you first meet him? 

Hopkins: I met him at a party. I guess he was working on his MSW {Master’s in Social 

Work?} when I was in law school. 

Rubens: Did you particularly bond? 

Hopkins: Yes. We were always really cool together. When I graduated, something 

happened and people wanted to appoint me to a vacant spot on the Berkeley 

School Board, and I went to the interview meeting and I said, “Look, I’m not 

interested in this, but I know someone who would be really good for this.” 

And I looked to Ron Dellums. Ron Dellums came to the interview and didn’t 

get it, but it really peaked his interest. They chose John Millhouse. Peaked his 

interest. He knew he was better than John Millhouse. 

Rubens: Then there is that great story of Maudelle Shirek encouraging him to become 

a candidate for the city council. So he had already gone through a political 

interview process before with the school board. 

Hopkins: Yes. He actually wanted it. 

Rubens: That’s not in his book. 

Hopkins: I have to look at that.  

Rubens: You never wanted to be that front person. You were the thinker. 

Hopkins: No, I had never considered myself as a thinker-- 

Rubens: Strategist-- 

Hopkins: But I certainly liked to be a strategist and stuff. 

Rubens: All right, so let me do my job here and just pull you at least back to when you 

become the dean. Did anyone accuse you of being “a lackey?” 

Hopkins: Of course. That’s what that trial was about! 

Rubens: Well, amongst your group, any of the black activists, thinkers, members of the 

Afro-American Association? 
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Hopkins: Well, there was a time I became very close friends with Elijah Turner. Elijah 

got up on the Sproul steps and called me everything--son of a dog, pig, and 

whatever-- and he walked off the steps; and a lot of students called him and 

said, “Look, you’re talking about the wrong person. This guy is not what you 

characterized him as being.” Elijah walked up to my office at 202 Sproul Hall 

and he said, “Look man”--he got on his knees and said--”I’m really sorry for 

what I said out there about you. I have been informed that I was 

misinformed.” And he and I have been friends ever since. [laughs] But I got 

my share of it. 

Rubens: I think we didn’t get to finish, when you talked about—it was off-tape, I 

think—but you were saying that there was a way in which the administration 

didn’t have a clue of what was going on and was smart enough to pick 

someone like you to be a bridge? 

Hopkins: Well, I really don’t know if I was picked for that purpose. I don’t know why 

they chose me except that Roger Heyns told somebody to hire me, I think. I 

don’t know. I can’t imagine how they knew who they were getting, but they 

got me and I do what I do. I had to operate within that structure. 

Rubens: Well, what else did you do? You said that you gave students audio equipment. 

There was always a question as to where does that audio equipment came 

from? 

Hopkins: Buildings and Grounds. I had to authorize them to do it, and they would come 

and set it up. I never touched the equipment. 

Rubens: During the Free Speech Movement, it’s alleged that the history department 

locked up the stuff, or had their own equipment. 

Hopkins: They brought the equipment in one time. That was January 1, 1967. America 

started bombing Cambodia, and all hell broke loose.  There had been some 

moratorium in the bombing--I guess on New Year’s Day, before the 

resumption of the bombing. I came home one night from Dorsey’s Locker and 

I was half looped, and had a call from Mary Ellen and Bettina Aptheker, 

seeking authorization to use Sproul steps for a rally. And I told them, “I didn’t 

think so.” And I said, “If you don’t like my response, call the chancellor.” 

[laughs] 

Rubens: And they called you at home? 

Hopkins: Yes. They called me at home. I still don’t answer my phone until this day. I 

bet I haven’t answered my phone ten times since then. They said very well, 

and they used their own equipment. That’s the equipment that Mario Savio’s 

talking about in his comments at the trial. I lost my train of thought. 
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Rubens: Yes. I lost my train of thought too. I think I kept you a long time, but I’m not 

going to let you go because I’m just afraid I won’t see you again. Tell me on 

tape you’ll see me again. [laughs] I just want to ask you something in the last 

few minutes--just your thoughts. Were there any other people, just during that 

period, ‘64-’65, who had some kind of foot on the campus or in free speech? 

You named a handful of black students in the law school. Did you say that in 

all the years you were a TA, there were only two black students in-- 

Hopkins: In my classes, both of whom went to law school. And there was a girl named 

Sandra Brown, and then there was another girl who was somehow related to 

Henry Ramses. I can’t even think of her name anymore. But anyhow, there 

were four. That was how it was for six semesters. I taught some summer 

school students. 

Rubens: To your knowledge, none of these people were in the Free Speech Movement? 

Hopkins: No.  

Rubens: There’s a man named John James--I think that’s his name--who was in the 

class of ‘68. He gave a talk at Berkeley and is now head of something called 

the Discovery--I think it’s the Discovery Channel. I don’t know if it’s a 

channel or a corporation. But he was here. I don’t know that he was arrested. 

Hopkins: Victor James? 

Rubens: No. No. I know Victor James, who teaches Sociology at Laney College. I 

could have the wrong name. It was very curt, crisp name. He gave a 

wonderful talk about when he first met Mario, and how he got involved in 

political activity. But he was not at Sproul Hall; he wasn’t going to get 

arrested for this stuff. He talked about there just being a handful of black 

students that he ever knew. 

Hopkins: Some of them who were involved were sort of, were not actually matriculated 

at the university, would just hang around Telegraph Avenue. I used to see 

some black students down there who seem to me to be in that category. 

Rubens: Was Elijah Turner one of them? 

Hopkins: Elijah became an activist. I mean he was-- 

Rubens: Any other names, though, that you can think of? Faculty--there were--what? 

Hopkins: Was Troy Duster there yet? 

Rubens: No. There’s a woman in the acting school--in the theater program--a black 

woman, older woman. Can you think of Afro-American faculty that you know 

at all? 
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Hopkins: David Blackwell in statistics. He taught a statistics class for years at Berkeley. 

They would get so many students they couldn’t keep him out of his classes. 

There was a John Wilkins in the law school, but he had nothing to do. Afro-

American Faculty. I mentioned Andrew Billingsley. 

Rubens: Lets move over. Was there anything that you were attracted to at all, that you 

particularly noticed during the Free Speech Movement? You talked about 

your people in the political science, and I just wondered if there are any other 

names that pop up. 

Hopkins: Well, yes. Reginald Zelnik, John Searle.  Zelnik was in history, and Searle 

was in philosophy. They were pretty up front, not minors. 

Rubens: And Searle must have been--I can’t remember how long his administration 

was.  

Hopkins: Yes, he was with me. 

Rubens: Were you administrators together? 

Hopkins: Yes. He’s a hell of a guy too. 

Rubens: What do you mean by that? 

Hopkins: Well, he reminds me of Barry Scheck. You know, Barry Scheck was in the 

Simpson trial.  

Rubens: Yes. 

Hopkins: He had Scheck’s mannerisms, and Scheck has his mannerisms. Intense and 

brilliant. Decisive. I mean, just really quick. Delightful man. 

Rubens: Were you at odds at times? Do you remember arguing with him? 

Hopkins: No. We thought pretty much the same way. We did a lot of strategizing for the 

administration during a lot of those crises, in our little war room. 

Rubens: What was the war room? 

Hopkins: When things are planned, like I mentioned that Stokely Carmichael deal and 

the Vietnam march was 10,000 people marching down Telegraph Avenue. 

That took a lot of planning to keep that stuff under control. And we had 

vigilant war room meetings, and Searle was one of the faculty people who was 

very much instrumental in helping us work it out because he too bridged the 

gap between students, even though he was a full professor. He was very youth 

oriented and was ideologically sympathetic with the rally students. 
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Rubens: Why did the students end up hating him so much? I have not interviewed him 

because I feel intimated about his philosophical work, Speech Acts, and about 

the great role he played in the fields of philosophy and linguistics; but I have 

never quite gotten why he is so hated by some.  

Hopkins: He changed his views. I think he sort of moved right.  

Rubens: Not when you knew him? 

Hopkins: It was later. Maybe it had something to do with Dagmar going to law school 

and coming out to be his wife in Boalt Hall and becoming a part of the legal 

establishment. But I’ve read things about him, even though they were more 

recent, and it didn’t sound like him--the-- 

Rubens: The old Searle you knew? 

Hopkins: The old Searle I used to know.  

Rubens: So you said he was delightful, quick, and seemed to be this bridge. 

Hopkins: Absolutely. I have enormous respect for that man’s intellect, and at that time, 

his social consciousness. I don’t know what he’s like now. 

Rubens: Myerson, by the way, was gone. Heyns was the one who came in right? 

Hopkins: You know, it might have been Myerson who met with me.  

Rubens: I was wondering if it might be. 

Hopkins: The reason I didn’t go to the Chancellor’s Office was because Myerson left it 

over to Heyns, and I guess Heyns sent out Arleigh Williams to follow up on it. It 

was Myerson. I felt a little uneasy about what I said about those days. 

Rubens: That’s what’s great about this. None of this stays. We get to go over it all. 

Hopkins: And Bob Cole, of course. But law school was as conservative as all get out. 

Barbara Armstrong was eighty years old, and she was probably the most 

radical person who went to law school. 

Rubens: Herma Hill Kay--I don't know her politics. 

Hopkins: Herma Hill, as I recalled her, had a problem. She dated and married one of her 

students, so she was on a forced sabbatical down at Stanford law school. 

Rubens: Oh, I never heard that. 

Hopkins: That’s why she had all those things. We still laugh about it.  
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Rubens: I see, there is a great story about her, when she was interviewed about 

teaching at Boalt. There was one other woman faculty before her.  She was 

wearing a huge hats when she came over to be interviewed. Very striking, 

apparently. After she finished an interview, each professor would call up the 

previous one, you know, and say something to the effect of “get a load of 

this.” But I had no sense of what her politics was at all. There was a certain 

feminist, or at any rate self confidence in how she presented herself 

Hopkins: As I recall, she had gone to the University of Chicago. She was pretty 

conservative. She became a great dame though. She supported the law school 

during her tenure more than I ever did. 

Rubens: I thought one other thing we should talk about is, I want to make sure that we 

have the dates right on this mock trial: Mike Tigar prosecuting the university, 

defending students 

Hopkins: The university was trying to prosecute the students and Tigar was in 

defensive. 

Rubens: But he was doing this turn-around. He was accusing the University of being--

in his defense, he was attacking the university. 

Hopkins: We were a big offensive too. Well, that was a bit much--to put kids out of 

school for that. I had no interest in seeing anybody get kicked out of to school. 

Rubens: So when did this trial take place? He was in law school so it had to be-- 

Hopkins: Whenever his senior year was; or maybe it was between his junior and senior 

year; or maybe it was during his senior year. 

Rubens: I have to go listen to this again, I’m losing it. Did you defend the university? 

Hopkins: No. I was a star witness, because I had done what I had told you about: that 

phone call and stuff. That was just amazing. We were in this big room, and the 

press was there and all these people were there, and it was becoming that silly 

drunken conversation I had with those students. 

Rubens: Oh, now I see. That’s what comes around. And Jeremy Wall was one of those 

students. That was another piece. Last question for now—Ray Colvig, did you 

know him? 

Hopkins: Yes. The information person. He died, actually. 

Rubens: No. No. He retired. He retired a few years ago.  

Hopkins: Someone else in that office must have died then. Yes, I knew Colvig very 

well. His office was right down the hall from mine. 
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Rubens: He won’t go on tape. 

Hopkins: He probably knows something. 

Rubens: Do you think there’s really something to know then in that period, ‘64, ‘65. 

Did you think there was some hidden-- 

Hopkins: No. I think the university was flying by the seat of his pants. We didn’t know 

what that phenomenon was about. We were just trying to get from day-to-day. 

And you had a lot of kind-hearted people there, like Earl Cheit was one of the 

fairest people around. They always mock him, they say he was short—like 

Napolean. Cheit is sort of short, and he had this very assertive— 

Rubens: I actually have never seen him. 

Hopkins: You’ve never seen him? He was the one who said to Dan Segal, when Dan 

Segal was student body president, he said Cheit told us to take it. So that he 

marched from Sproul out to the beginning of People’s Park.  

Rubens: Now this was just an off-hand remark in a way: “Well then do it,” was what 

Cheit was saying? 

Hopkins: Yes. He said, “You want the park, you have to take it.” You have to take it. 

People have bittersweet memories of Cheit. He taught me a lot.  

Rubens: When we talk about if there is a smoking bomb, the only supposedly hidden 

question still is, who called the cops in on the students in Sproul Hall, because 

supposedly Brown had promised he wouldn’t do it, and that he would come in 

with Kerr in the morning and ask students to disperse. 

Hopkins: I wasn’t there. But, as I said, they were flying by the seat of their pants. They 

felt that they had institutional interests to protect, and they wanted things to go 

just as they had always gone, and some students wanted it to go differently. 

You saw in Prague last week, out of chaos comes progress.  

Rubens: Cheit's oral history has just been done. The big supposedly hidden question 

regarding FSM still is, who called the cops in on the students who occupied 

Sproul Hall because, supposedly, Brown had promised he wouldn’t do it 

without notifying Kerr and he promised to be with Kerr the next morning and 

ask the students to leave.  

Hopkins: I wasn’t there. But I tell you, they were flying by the seat of their pants. They 

felt that they had some vested interest to protect, and they wanted things to go 

a certain way and some students wanted it to go differently and they were 

looking for a way to go from chaos to order.  

Rubens: You’ll see me again. 
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Hopkins: Sure. I’ll commit myself to doing that. 

[End of Interview] 

 


