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PREFACE

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of our graduation from the
University of California at Berkeley, the Class of 1931 made the decision
to present its alma mater with an endowment for an oral history series to
be titled "The University of California, Source of Community Leaders."
The Class of 1931 Oral History Endowment provides a permanent source of
funding for an ongoing series of interviews by the Regional Oral History
Office of The Bancroft Library.

The commitment of the endowment is to carry out interviews with
persons related to the University who have made outstanding contributions
to the community, by which is meant the state or the nation, or to a
particular field of endeavor. The memoirists, selected by a committee
set up by the class, are to come from Cal alumni, faculty, and
administrators. The men and women chosen will comprise an historic honor
list in the rolls of the University.

To have the ability to make a major educational endowment is a
privilege enjoyed by only a few individuals. Where a group joins
together in a spirit of gratitude and admiration for their alma mater,
dedicating their gift to one cause, they can affect the history of that
institution greatly.

The oral histories illustrate the strength and skills the University
of California has given to its sons and daughters, and the diversity of
ways that they have passed those gifts on to the wider community. We
envision a lengthening list of University-inspired community leaders
whose accounts, preserved in this University of California, Source of
Community Leaders Series, will serve to guide students and scholars in
the decades to come.

Lois L. Swabel
President, Class of 1931

William H. Holabird
President, retired, Class of 1931

Harold Kay, M.D.,

Chairman, Class of 1931 Gift Committee

September 1993
Walnut Creek, California
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INTRODUCTION--by Helene Maxwell Brewer

Anne Dettner: A Highly Personal Reminiscence. Life at the Women's Faculty
Club!

I first met Anne Dettner--then Anne Low-Beer--in July 1963. She was
temporarily staying at the Women's Faculty Club, working on research at
Donner Lab. I had come out from New York, as I usually did, to spend the
summer reading at The Bancroft Library.

No description of life at the Women's Faculty Club before the mid-
seventies should ignore two aspects, the bathrooms and the food. Unlike
today's state-of-the-art, computerized club, where each bedroom has its own
modem, bathroom, and telephone, the club in the 1960s was John Galen
Howard's original 1923 building. The best bedrooms were arranged so that
there was one bath for every two people, and there were strict rules about
keeping the doors unlocked when the facilities were not in use--obviously
an entirely reasonable requirement. If one were living in a room without a
bath, one had to trudge down the hall to the humid showers and often chilly
toilets.

The bedrooms were dingy white with curtains of a corresponding color.
There were no telephones unless one had one installed at one's own expense.
Frequently friends or relatives, unaware of this arrangement, telephoned
late at night. If the downstairs office was open, the person in charge
pushed a buzzer which resounded in one's room, with shrieking, penetrating
tones. As fast as possible, one loped to the pay phone at the end of the
hall. These halls had superb acoustics, with the result that one's
conversation was effortlessly overheard in every room on the floor.
Sometimes one was questioned the next day, such as, "So you're going to
Stinson Beach this weekend! How long will you be gone?"

Then, there was the food. 1 suspect it was of the school of Betty
Crocker, but whatever it was, most of us ate it gratefully. There was a
salad bar, utterly different from the WFC salad bar of today. In the late
'50s and early '60s we ate a great deal of quivering jello mixed with
canned fruit (jellied fruit salad), or plain lettuce, or cottage cheese, or
deli macaroni. Some of the salads contained cut up marshmallows and
maraschino cherries. And of course there were the usual sandwiches,
toasted and untoasted on Wonder Bread.?

For more information, see The Women's Faculty Club of the University
of California, Berkeley, 1919-1982, Regional Oral History Office,
University of California, Berkeley, 1983, which includes an introduction by
Helene Brewer. :

2By "usual sandwiches" I mean chicken, club, BLT, ham, cheese, and
tuna.



In addition, the club served dinner. That this miracle was achieved
five nights a week is difficult to believe, but that is how often dinner
.appeared. A wonderful and heroic woman (I think her name was Katie)
wrestled with a decrepit cast iron stove that would have been prized in any
museum of early 20th century Americana and she produced remarkable dinners,
.roast lamb, roast chicken, ham, and even roast beef. There were two kinds
of wine, red and white, vintage, type, and locality studiously ignored.
-The manager was very strict about serving this stuff herself. 1 remember
her rushing forward, almost shrieking, "No girl of mine [the waitress]
shall ever touch a cork!"

In those days the dining room was a plain, rectangular, dark-seeming
room~--dark because the woodwork was dark, the furniture was dark, and so
was the uncarpeted floor. The residents of the club, permanent or
temporary, sat at what was called the refectory table under the often
censorious scrutiny of two permanent non-resident occupants. Non-residents
sat at smaller tables. Sometimes they gave dinner parties and I took it as
a sign of serious preoccupation with food when they brought their own wine.

There was no parking problem. Optometry and the Business School had
not been built, which meant that the club had more parking space than ever
was needed.!

When I arrived at the club for my usual summer stay, Margaret Murdock
told me with some fluttering that I would be sharing a bathroom with Anne
Low-Beer but that she was "really very nice." I didn't know if the "but"
was a warning or a recommendation; however, I concluded that because we
were strangers who would never recognize each other, I should leave her a
note asking what time she liked to take her shower.?

Anne later confessed that this note astonished her. The previous
September she had arrived at the campus fully expecting to have a room with
a private bath as she had been promised. Instead, she had to share but was
assured that when winter came her wish for privacy would be granted. When
January came, however, she found herself locked out of the bathroom, at all
times denied access. Her so-called bathmate was reportedly a minor State
Department official who had recently administered a plebescite in some

IThe club front and back gardens had bushes that were grown from slips
taken from the gardens of members. There was a verbena bush that Margaret
Murdock invariable called "Kitty Wickham."

In summary, the club was shabby but pleasant in a nostalgic way--"old
Berkeley" we used to say defensively. The garden was "old Berkeley," too.
No wonder we loved it! Anne Dettner and I both believe that we paid $50 a
month for a room with a shared bath and the meals were correspondingly
inexpensive!

Anne told me that she had been given the same information about me.
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remote, unknown country. Why she was at the University I don't know, but I
do know that she successfully bullied the downstairs office into accepting
her ultimatum of "Nobody else in my bathroom." Consequently, Anne had to
sit in her room either listening to the sloshings on the other side of the
locked door or darting back and forth down the unheated hall to the
showers, soap, face cloth, and towel in hand.

That is why my note produced astonishment. In later years Anne has
frequently said, "It's not often that a friendship has been formed on the
basis of a shower schedule," but that is what happened.

My first impression was of a small energetic woman (five feet tall)
with intensely blue eyes. She walked rapidly and talked decisively, with
liveliness and an impressive memory for details and facts. Later I
wondered if her experience on the debating team at Lowell High School had
resulted in the clarity and organization she displayed in argument and
decision. She worked hard at the lab--always eight hours and when an
experiment required it, longer. She was widely travelled, having lived in
Sweden and England and was and still is a woman of wide and discriminating
interests: biochemistry, of course; music and art, past and present;
drama; contemporary literature, particularly English and American fiction.
An extraordinarily good cook, she could turn out with seeming
effortlessness all sorts of things, crab souffles, Oysters Rockefeller,
Dobosch Tarte, for example. She had obviously hiked a great deal around
Marin. She loved to garden and was an excellent flyfisher. Last but
surely not least, she knew an amazing number and variety of people all over
California. One person I soon met through Anne was Emily Huntington,
Professor of Economics.

In early July, Mrs. Alfred McLaughlin came over from San Francisco
for her annual stint of stimulating summer school courses. Anne had known
her for years and I had known her for perhaps two. As a result, we
regularly met for a drink before dinner. Anne and I both had bottles of
scotch and Mrs. McLaughlin was particularly grand with a bottle of scotch
and a bottle of bourbon.!

At this time, Anne was president of her unit of the League of Women
Voters. As might be expected, the two often discussed the League, past and
present. We talked about many other subjects: Chester Rowell, an admired
friend of Mrs. McLaughlin's; current politics (Adlai Stevenson, Lyndon
Johnson, and JFK were favorites); Federal Land policies; the war with Japan
(Hiroshima and the Bomb, of course); and Vietnam.

Mrs. McLaughlin also brought predinner tidbits. I decided that these
niceties sufficiently elevated the tone of things so that I stopped
drinking scotch out of my toothbrush glass and graduated to cocktail
glasses bought at now defunct Fraser's.
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Mrs. McLaughlin told us about a visit to a Tokyo geisha house with
Chester Rowell, when they both went to a conference in 1924. Now that I
know a great deal more about Japan than I did then, I occasionally wonder
if the geisha danced, sang, and poured sake or if, in the presence of these
two imposing Americans, they confined themselves to matchsticks.

Then we descended to the refectory table or, as a friend called it,
the refractory table, where there was often conversation about Colorado
River rafting, trips to the Sierra, and the controversial Student
Revolution. Several members furiously argued that the Revolution clearly
showed the collapse of American moral values and that a man who wore long
hair demonstrated his moral depravity.

Anne quickly perceived that my knowledge of Northern California
seemed to be limited to the Berkeley campus and Telegraph Avenue as far as
Haste Street (Cody's Bookstore). As for San Francisco, I knew nothing.
She was appalled to find that anyone who had been born in the city, whose
parents had been born in Northern California--one in San Francisco--and
whose grandparents had arrived in the 1850s should be so ignorant. §So she
determined to rectify this appalling condition immediately, and she did it
spectacularly. To this day almost my entire knowledge of Northern
California is based on our trips.

In those days Anne had a wonderfully reliable black Buick. It never
seemed to need the attention of a garage mechanic and apparently it ran on
astonishingly little oil. And Anne drove it with the accuracy of a skilled
taxi driver.

Lesson 1 centered on San Francisco. Often we went to see Anne's
particular friend Amy Steinhart Braden, who fed us and talked with great
vitality about San Francisco, the State of California, the state of the
nation, and social work and politics.

Sometimes we went to restaurants, some famous, some unknown. Thanks
to Anne, I learned that Sam's was unrivaled for sanddabs, that Enrico's was
a fine place for drinking coffee and staring at people, and that the
Auberge in San Raphael served succulent snalls. I am certain that we drove
to every quarter, every point of interest in the city, seeing buildings and
views and eating.

Sometimes on Sundays we bought sandwiches and drove to Tiburon or
Belvedere or Mount Tamalpais and then farther up to Ross or San Anselmo or
to the town of Sonoma. At one point a friend of Anne's loaned us her house
on Stinson Beach for ten days. That is where I learned about Anne and
Oysters Rockefeller, as well as the coast as far north as Fort Bragg.

Wonderful to me were our trips to the Gold Rush country, usually
overnight trips where in two hours we were in a different world. In those
days the building boom of second and possibly first homes in the Sierra
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foothills was only just beginning. There were no Wal-marts or malls.
There were fewer superhighways, fewer automobiles, and of course, fewer
people.!

We whizzed through Columbia, Jackson, and Sonora on the way to
Mokelumne Hill and later to my favorite spot, Volcano, in those days truly
a ghost town. The climax of these wonderful excursions came when Anne took
off a few days from the lab and we drove to Mammoth Mountain, Convict Lake,
and down the east side of the Sierra to Mono Lake. We drove past the
Sierra lakes and when I exclaimed at the number of trailers and campers,
Anne said sadly, "This is only the beginning. There'll be more and more
people. Too many cars. If these lakes aren't already full of algae, they
soon will be.”" I used to think--and I still do--that if Anne had suddenly
had to find a job, she would have been a successful tour guide; she was
full of stories about the countryside and had an imposing knowledge of what
was where and where the interesting turnoffs were.

In 1966 I went to Japan for two years. The last person I saw when I
left and the first person I saw when I returned was Anne. Because I spent
my summers in Tokyo until 1974, I missed most of the changes that were
going on in Berkeley, except that I always spent a few days with Anne at
her Lake Street apartment and learned from her what was going on at the
Women's Faculty Club.?

By this time, George Dettner had re-entered Anne's life. They were
married in 1979. They should have been married years before and would have
been had it not been for well-intentioned but unnecessary interference. I
can't do justice to George Dettner. Unassuming, genial, hospitable, and
generous, he and Anne shared many of the same likes and dislikes. They
must have felt that, married at last, they would make the most of what time
remained. They entertained their many friends at their apartment on
Russian Hill. On weekends they went to their house in Inverness. Over the
years I spent many weekends in both places and learned even more about
Anne's extensive cooking skills. In Inverness, George had created a
beautiful garden. He moved mountains of brush every time they went there

Tt is a well-known fact that in 1996 the average American drives
twice as much as his counterpart in 1960.

Apropos land less developed, in 1963 Willa Baum and I drove to Walnut
Creek to talk to Paul Bancroft. We all sat under a tree at the edge of his
orchard and I cannot recall seeing any house but his.

At this time the Women's Faculty Club was rebuilt, literally from the
ground up with new foundations; transformed from the somewhat shabby 1923
building to its present state. (The exterior of the building follows J.G.
Howard's original design.) Anne was a member of the committee that voted
that the club retain its separate and distinct identity, rather than merge
with The Faculty Club.
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and battled the everpresent, unflappable deer. Anne gardened and made
quantities of marmalade, pickles, and relish until George decided he had
had enough of this form of recreation.

They travelled. They went to Japan and Hong Kong, to England,
Ireland, France, Italy, and Germany and they revisited favorite spots in
‘the United States and Mexico.

George died in 1992.

As I write this she is ninety-one years old, living in the apartment
on Russian Hill. Fog permitting, she can always look out and see the
Golden Gate, the Marin Headlands, the bridge, and the encircling hills,
western hills of San Francisco. She has survived flu, a badly shattered
ankle, broken ribs, and a strangulated hernia. Unfazed she still walks
around her neighborhood and downtown San Francisco. She still cooks,
entertains, and reads widely, and she sees old friends, one of whom is Ruth
Chance. She goes to New Hampshire and Virginia and a few years ago she
flew to Munich for a month. In May 1995 the California Alumnae Resources
group included her in their annual presentation of the WAVE (Women of
‘Achievement, Vision, and Excellence) Award to five women who have done
outstanding work in the community.

Years ago a friend, meeting her for the first time, said, "What a
dear little dot!"™ I agree, but I amend it to, "What a dear little dynamo!"

Helene Maxwell Brewer

Professor Emerita of American
Literature and American Studies
Queens College,

City University of New York

April 1996
Berkeley, California



INTRODUCTION--by Lawrence I. Kramer, Jr.

Writing an introduction to Anne Dettner's autobiography reminds me of
the problems the six blind men had describing an elephant that they could
touch but not see. Each man felt that the whole was equivalent to the part
he could touch. To one the animal was all trunk, to another it was all
leg.

Anne Dettner's career has more parts than the elephant and those of
us who have known only a few parts must take care that we don't repeat the
mistake of the blind men and take the part for the whole.

I have known Anne for a quarter century in two of her roles--that of
the knowledgeable volunteer who makes a difference and that of the hostess
who provides a warm and comfortable setting for her guests, whom she has
chosen with care, provides a wonderful meal and seemingly effortlessly
evokes intelligent conversation to which everyone contributes while no one
dominates.

In both of these roles I have watched Anne turn contention into
discussion. Somehow fixed positions obdurately held become open to
modification and amendment. She has a wonderful ability to focus on what
is important. She doesn't make minor fusses but she can hold a position
that she feels is important in the face of heated dissent.

Professionally, I worked with Anne on the reorganization of a major
community agency composed of many autonomous units. All of the sub-units
were older than the newly proposed city-wide merger. The potential for
institutional warfare was enormous. In that contentious atmosphere Anne
made possible the adoption of a plan that helped many organizations come
together to meet the changed circumstances of funding, community needs and
political reality.!

Anne reads. She reads in her professional fields. She reads
fiction, biography, history. She remembers what she reads and she can talk
about books without being precious or pretentious. If a new and exciting
novel has won the Pulitzer or the Booker Prize, Anne knows about it. She
may or may not have read it yet, but she brings a lively curiosity to what
she's read as well as to what she hasn't. I can remember dinner parties
with other ROHO interviewees such as John and Jean May and Frank and Ellie
Sloss in which discussion of books, current events and moral and ethical
issues kept us late over coffee.

'Tn Chapter X, Anne Dettner comments on this study of San Francisco
settlement houses. She recalls that the reorganization was not carried out
because resources were not available to fund the position of executive for
the proposed new agency.
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I have run on, but I have not touched upon Anne's career as a
scientist, as an important administrator of the New Deal in California, as
one who worked with Eleanor Roosevelt, and who was a friend of Alice B.
Toklas. I have been privileged to know parts of the elephant, but not to
know it whole. Anne Dettner is in many ways a Renaissance woman and to
‘have known parts of her is reward enough.

Readers of Anne Dettner's oral history should keep in mind that when
she came of age early in this century, women's career choices were severely
circumscribed. If a woman had to work outside the home she was expected to
be a nurse, a teacher or a secretary. Anne transcended these restrictions
by achieving success in many other fields in a manner that combined grace

with firmmess.

Lawrence I. Kramer, Jr.
Chairman of the Board
Kramer, Blum and Associates, Inc.

~ San Francisco
April 1996
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INTERVIEW HISTORY--by Gabrielle Morris

Interviewing Anne deGruchy Dettner was an exhilarating guided tour
through the vicissitudes of being a woman of intelligence and ambition
whose life has intersected with many of the major issues of the twentieth
century. The memoir was commissioned in late 1994 by the UC Berkeley Class
of 1931's series, University of California, Source of Community Leaders, to
document her work in science, in an era when few women went beyond nursing
or nutrition, and her work in politics and government in the challenging
1930s. Her oral history was featured in the League of Women Voters of the
Bay Area study and exhibition commemorating 75 years of women's suffrage.

As Lawrence Kramer says in his introduction to this oral history,
Anne Dettner is a Renaissance woman. She broke new ground as an
administrator in New Deal social service programs and as a biochemist at
the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory at the University of California at
Berkeley in the fledgling years of artificial isotope research; all the
while maintaining a lively interest in the good of the community, the world
of books and ideas, and a host of devoted friends. The shenanigans of men
that deflected these careers at crucial points only add luster to her
competence, toughness, and generosity of spirit.

Born in 1905 to a cultivated family of San Francisco pioneers, Anne
Dettner grew up among notable literary, musical, business, and political
figures. Perhaps because her father died when she was four, perhaps
because her mother had wanted to bear a son, young Anne early on assumed
that she would be whatever she wished when she grew up. This assumption
was no doubt enhanced by her years at Girls' High School, where she formed
firm friendships with Ruth Clouse (later Chance) and Madeleine Lackmann
(later Traynor), and the trio trounced the competition to become stars of
the school debating society. Ruth Chance, too, has gone on to a
distinguished career, as executive director of the Rosenberg Foundation;
and Madeleine Traynor as well in community organizations, as wife of Roger
Traynor, Chief Justice of California. The three friends continue to meet
as their health permits.

Mrs. Dettner went to the University of California at Berkeley in 1922
intending to be a physician, but her first (and the university's only)
biochemistry course convinced her that the basic structure of things was
her field. Prevented from graduating with the Class of '26 because of
course and scheduling difficulties, she was accepted as a laboratory
trainee at Stanford's Lane Hospital, then in San Francisco, and in a few
years became head of the lab. Taking a parallel track in the late thirties
and forties through the presidency of the San Francisco League of Women
Voters, several Depression relief committees, directorship of the Natiomal
Youth Administration for California, and two troubled marriages, she
returned to her professional studies in the late fifties.
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Receiving her B.S. in biochemistry from the University of California
at San Francisco, in a year that appears to have been lost in the
‘inevitable maze of moving some Berkeley programs to the medical school,
‘Mrs. Dettner completed her doctoral studies in the sixties and was well
into dissertation research when an interpersonal contretemps arose and she
resigned from the program.

She expressed reluctance to participate in an oral history at first,
but when she did agree, Mrs. Dettner was most candid in describing the
roadblocks she encountered, as well as the opportunities, and philosophical
‘about their impact. "Looking back, I am amazed at how one thing has led to
another in my life,"™ is her view. Although her observations can be sharp
as well as insightful, her basic cheerfulness and optimism came through in
spite of such blows to morale as a fellow from San Mateo County who
engineered the dissolution of a local relief committee she chaired while
she was in Washington on New Deal business, and the big boss of the Youth
Administration who fired her summarily with overtones of what today would
probably be considered sexual harassment. Without their intervention, she
might well have gone onward and upward in government service. Nonetheless
‘'she concludes that the work she has done in the community has been a
‘continuing source of personal satisfaction.

In 1939 and again in the late 1950s, Mrs. Dettner was recruited by
Dr. John Lawrence, brother of the well-known Ernest, to assist in research
in the emerging field of scientific and clinical use of radioisotopes that
he was conducting on the Berkeley campus, first in Crocker Radiation
Laboratory and, from 1942 on, at Donner Laboratory. A distinguished Czech
refugee arrived at Donner Lab in the early forties in the person of Bela
(Bertram) Low-Beer, a clinical radiologist who quickly became a notable
addition to the lab and, in 1943, to the biochemistry department at the
medical school in San Francisco. Mrs. Dettner became his assistant,
translator, and, before too long, his wife. Working with him in the lab
was most satisfying, she recalls, except for his expectation that all
publications would bear his name only. The joys and difficulties of their
personal relationship were ended by Dr. Low-Beer's death in 1955, from the
leukemia which Mrs. Dettner believes was due to his working around
unshielded x-ray machines in Czechoslovakia.

When she returned to the Berkeley lab in 1960 after completing work
on Low-Beer's scientific papers, it was to set up a biloassay facility
called for by the Atomic Energy Commission, which she ran until 1972.
Ignoring any disappointment over the thwarting of her doctoral plans, she
settled into her responsibilities with delight. She was not looking
forward to retirement as she approached the mandatory retirement age of 67,
but an enlightened administrator turned on the sunshine by requesting that
she stay on as a consultant.

The sun continued to shine on our Renaissance woman when Dr. George
Dettner, a beau of her youth, reappeared on the scene. They were married
and lived happily until his death in 1992, a lovely story readers must
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enjoy for themselves. Throughout her professional work, Mrs. Dettner has
found time for continued volunteer assignments for the League of Women
Voters, United Way, and other community agencies. They "give you interest
and stimulus when I had such a really limited personal life," she comments.

Five two-hour interview sessions were recorded with Mrs. Dettner
between January and December 1995. The first two, focussed on her work
with the League of Women Voters and National Youth Administration, were
conducted by Gabrielle Morris, Regional Oral History Office (ROHO)
consultant to the League of Women Voters 75th Anniversary Project. The
third, dealing with her professional training and work in artificial
radioactivity, were recorded by Sally Hughes, ROHO specialist in interviews
on science and medicine. Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory support for the
Dettner-Hughes session is greatly acknowledged.

Mrs. Dettner, petite and smartly dressed, would greet us in her
handsome Russian Hill living room looking west to the Golden Gate and the
Marin headlands and offer coffee and cookies. Each morning she would
address the topics for the day with enthusiasm and lively anecdotes. When
her interest did not flag, we were bold enough to ask if she would record
an additional session on the history of her Moore family forebears who had
come to San Francisco in the 1850s, to which she graciously agreed. By
then Mrs. Dettner had begun to review early portions of the transcript and
suggested other activities that might be included in the record. These
were discussed in the concluding session on December 11, 1995. Gabrielle
Morris. recorded the two later interviews.

. As often happens when an interview is recorded over a long period of
time, a few aspects of Mrs. Dettner's experiences were discussed more than
once. Some additional questions were sent to her in preparation for
discussion, to which she prepared written answers and which inspired her to
write a brief description of the nature of work on radioisotopes for the
benefit of non-scientists. With Mrs. Dettner's agreement, the repetitive
sections were combined, with particularly attention to preserving bits of
information from each version. The revised passages are marked in the
text. In some cases, Mrs. Dettner had gently smoothed over less-than-
friendly episodes she had experienced. After further discussion, she
agreed for the benefit of future scholars to leave in the manuscript the
sense, if not all the details, of the realities faced by a woman of high
expectations in the mid-twentieth century.

Working with Anne Dettner has been a wonderful learning experience
for women of the next generation. It provides a welcome sense of
continuity and pride in one woman's accomplishments that one hopes will
inspire as well as inform younger women looking for their way in the world,
as well as men wanting to know "what it is that women want."™ Many thanks
are due to Helene Maxwell Brewer and Lawrence Kramer, both friends of
Anne's of many years' standing, for providing introductions that offer
insights into additional aspects of Anne's life. Special thanks are due to
Ruth Chance, friend from their school days, for convincing Anne to sit for
her oral history, and for providing valuable background information.
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Ruth's continued interest in ROHO and advocacy of our work let us know we
are doing something right. Thanks are also due to Germaine LaBerge and
Carolyn Rice for their assistance in preparing the final manuscript.

Gabrielle Morris, Senior Editor
Regional Oral History Office

April 1996
The Bancroft Library
University of California, Berkeley
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CURRICULUM VITA--Anne deGruchy Low-Beer Dettner

April 1905 -
1918-1922 -
1922-1926 -

1927 -
1928 -
1930 -

1932-1934 -
1935-1939 -

1940 -
1941 -

1944 -

1944-1958 -
1944-1945 -

1951 -
ca. 1954 -
1955 -

1958-1959 -
1960-1972 -

1964 -

born in San Francisco

Girls' High School, San Francisco

University of California, Berkeley

assistant to Dr, Harry Wyckoff, clinical pathologist &
hematologist, Lane Hospital (Stanford Hospital), San
Francisco

managed Lane Hospital outpatient clinic

married Earl Treadwell (UCB '26 Boalt Hall), divorced
circa 1935

president, San Francisco Center, League of Women Voters
director, National Youth Administration, California

joined staff, Donner Radiation Laboratory, University of
California

worked with Bertram (Bela) Low-Beer, newly arrived
visiting therapeutic radiologist at Donner

married Dr. Bertram Low-Beer

associate at University of California Medical Center (San
Francisco)

director, War Manpower Commission women's program for
California

European sabbatical with Dr. Low-Beer
board member, United Bay Area Crusade
Dr. Low-Beer's death

graduate studies in biochemistry at University of
California, San Francisco

director, bioassay facility, Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory, University of California, Berkeley

chaired United Crusade study on aging



ca. 1966-1971 -

ca. 1972 -

-1973-1974 -

+1979 -

1992 -

1995 -

xxii

chaired Golden Gate Neighborhood Centers Association
committee on citywide unification

chaired energy study, League of Women Voters of San
Francisco

consultant, Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory
married George T. Dettner, DDS, San Francisco
Dr. Dettner's death

Alumnae Resources WAVE Award
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Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

I GETTING STARTED

[Date of Interview: January 9, 1995]##!

You have a gift for long-term friendships. I understand you and
Helene Brewer have been friends since you both lived at the
Women's Faculty Club in the 1960s, and you and Ruth Chance have
been friends since 1919.

Oh, we went to high school together. Ruth is a marvelous person.
It must be wonderful to have friends of that long standing.

Oh, it is and, you know, Ruth lives just around the corner from
me. So we have access to one another very easily. [coffee and
biscuits served]

As I said in my letter, I'm wearing two hats because we would
like your interview to deal with your work at the Lawrence
Berkeley Laboratory, where you must have been one of the first
women on the professional staff; and also with your earlier
experiences as president of the San Francisco League of Women
Voters.

We are consultants to the League of Women Voters of the Bay
Area on their project to document the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the passage of the women's suffrage amendment. The project is
very appealing not only for visibility of the league but to
remind people how long women have been carrying their share of
the burden in public affairs.?

Oh, I think there is no doubt. That's very, very good.

This symbol (##) indicates that a tape or a segment of a tape has
begun or ended. A guide to the tapes follows the tramscript.

2 Ruth Clouse Chance, At the Heart of Grants for Youth, Bay Area
Foundation History, Vol. 11, Regional Oral History Office, University of
California, Berkeley, 1976.
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And so it's a real opportunity to talk to some of the people that
were active in the league's early years and to ask them to recall
some of the events that the league took part in. We are also
interested in the way in which people like yourself took their
league experience out into the community, sometimes
professionally and sometimes with other voluntary organizationms.

Well, my rather wide experience in the community stemmed entirely
from my activity in the league. I was president of the league at
the beginning of the Depression--'32 to '34 were my years. And
during that time, the city launched a bond issue, $6[SF LWV
history says it was $2.5 mill] million bond issue to defray the
costs of helping the unemployed. And the mayor promised that if
the bonds passed, he would appoint an absolutely blue ribbon,
non-political committee to administer the program. The bonds did
pass with a great deal of help from the league. The league
campaigned for them heavily.

So, I was, I suppose because of my job, a natural to be on
the committee and it was an excellent committee. The chairman of
it was Justice M.C. Sloss, formerly of the California Supreme
Court, and the other members were men of real standing in the
community. Mrs. Paul Springer, who was the president of the PTA
[Parent Teacher Association], and I were the only women on the
committee. There were about eight or nine of us, 1 guess. And
that simply led, for me, to a dozen things that 1've done
subsequently but really all go back to my activity in the league.

Good. Well, that's what I'd like to ask you to talk about.

You wanted some documentation. I can't give you any because when
I'm finished with anything, I throw everything away.

That's very efficient.

Well, I couldn't do it. 1I've never lived in a place that was big
enough to house all the papers that accumulate. So I just get
rid of them and I have no sentimental feeling about any of these
things.

Well, that's all right. We always ask interviewees if they have
any relevant papers, just on the off chance that someone has kept
a box in the attic.

Well, I was appalled when you said the other day on the phone
that you would like to see any written material I had. I don't
have a scrap. I have much more in my days as director of the NYA
[National Youth Administration] in California. For some reason,
a lot of that has survived.
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It would be good to look at those materials when we talk about
your NYA work.

Those papers would need to be correlated and interpreted but I
can talk about it, if the Bancroft is interested in it.

Now that I have said yes to Willa's and your blandishments
I'm perfectly willing to talk about anything. I mean to say--I1
haven't wanted to do this. I think it's an ego trip and I can't
imagine who would be interested. But since apparently there is
some interest and you want it and I've said yes, all right, I'll
do it, I'm perfectly willing to go whole hog.

Very good. Well, if at any point, you think that we're taking up
too much of your time or asking questions that you think are

inappropriate, just say so.

Oh, I would say so but I can't imagine that would happen.
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II SAN FRANCISCO LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS PRESIDENCY, 1932-1934

I don't know if you've ever read any of the finished products of
the oral history office.

Yes, I think I have. I read Mrs. Braden's.! She was a great
friend of my mother's always. And I became a good friend of
hers. And I think I know Mrs. McLaughlin's pretty well.? And as
far as the league goes, I can't think of a thing I could tell you
that Mrs. McLaughlin hasn't told you.

Other than that you were president in your own right so you have
some things to say about what it was like being president.

Well, the things that interested the league as local issues when
I was president were chiefly two. One was the public dance hall
situation, which had been going on for some time. As you
probably know, and certainly from Mrs. McLaughlin's oral history
you would know, that the San Francisco league employed a person,
a social worker whose name was Georgiana Carden, to police the
dance halls for the protection of young girls who attended.

That was a very serious project with the league. They felt
very strongly about its importance. And that went on for quite a
long time. I think Miss Carden retired during the time that I
was president or around that time anyway. But she used to spend
her evenings going from dance hall to dance hall. There
evidently were a lot of them. And see to it that young girls
were protected.

!Amy Steinhart Braden, Child Welfare and Community Service, Regional
Oral History Office, University of California, Berkeley, 1965.

’Emma Moffat McLaughlin, A Life in Community Service, Regional Oral
History Office, University of California, Berkeley, 1960.
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That's amazing. How had that come to the attention of the
league?

Well, apparently there were a number of abuses that had occurred
and young girls were really not very safe going by themselves.

Because this was a popular town for men on leave from their navy
ships and other travelers?

Yes, and it had always been a very open city, of course. Very
loose morals, I guess.

That sounds like a project that the Young Women's Christian
Association would have taken on.

They probably were interested in it, too. But I think in those
days, it was primarily the San Francisco league, which still
retained the name of the San Francisco Center. It had originally
been just the San Francisco Center, I'm sure you know, and when
the national league was formed it was a natural affiliate. But
for a long time it was entitled the San Francisco Center of the
League of Women Voters. I forget exactly when the Center name
was dropped but it was some time after that.!

You know, the first boards of the San Francisco league
were wholly elitist. I mean, they really were. The women who
started the San Francisco Center were the wives of men who were
very prominent in business and the professions. And they had an
awful lot of clout. They could talk to members of the board of
supervisors and the mayor and anybody else with authority and
say, "If you don't do it, my husband is not going to like that,"
which, of course, is simply absurd as a means of attaining
objectives.

There was an episode during my presidency which was
extremely interesting in that sense. We had, for the first time,
in the first year of my presidency, decided to have a speaker for

'Tn 1911, the year California became the sixth state to grant women
the right to vote, the College Equal Suffrage League dissolved itself and
reorganized as the California Civic League with local Centers throughout
the state, of which the San Francisco Center was the largest. In 1920, when
the women's suffrage amendment to the U.S. Constitution became law, the San
Francisco Center (and the Civic League) joined the recently established
League of Women Voters of the United States. In 1925 the name of the state
organization was formally changed to the California League of Women Voters,
although locally the term San Francisco Center League of Women Voters was
used until 1949.
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whom we could charge admission and have a night lecture open to
the public and make a big event of it. The lecturer who was
selected was Stuart Chase who had just published A New Deal.!

He, of course, was prepared to talk about the economic situation
and '32 was beginning to be a tough year. The lecture was a
great success, We had it at the old Tivoli Opera House which was
jammed, and it was considered a great contribution on the part of
the Center to the information of people in San Francisco.

0f course, the other thing that was very important at that
time was the fact that we were big enough and powerful enough to
have speakers for lunches who were the same speakers that
addressed the Commonwealth Club, to which women were not
admitted.

Oh, my goodness.

You see, we couldn't go to their lectures. We would depend upon
our fathers, uncles, husbands to tell us what so-and-so had said
and whether he was good or bad. So the Center had a policy of
having the same speakers, if it could, for lunch meetings which
were always held in the ballroom of the St. Francis Hotel. Our
office was in the St. Francis Hotel, by the way.

That's pretty elegant.

It certainly was. I tell you it was a very elitist group. And
how I ever got to be president, I have no idea because I didn't
really have any elitist qualifications. My father-in-law was a
very important attorney in San Francisco, so the Treadwell name
was well known. But, as I say, these women who were involved
with it were the wives of very powerful men in San Francisco.

But what I started to tell you was that after the success of
the Stuart Chase lecture, the board decided it would be a good
thing to keep an eye out for speakers of this caliber. The next
person Colston Leigh, the New York booking agency, offered us was
John Strachey, and he would not have appeared until sometime late
in 1934.

And so when the question arose, there was of course quite a
bit of skepticism, shall we say, about it. But the board finally
decided, to have him. But I said, "By the time the decision has
to be made, it'll be a new board and a new president. And 1
don't think we should tie them to a decision that we make at this
time. What I would suggest is that if you think we are

1IStuart Chase, A New Deal, New York: The Macmillan Company, 1933.



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

interested in John Strachey, we should ask the agency to give us
an option which we can exercise or not in 1934." That was the
decision of the board. A new president took office and the board
decided that they would have Strachey.

So, the men, who were the husbands of these ladies, went
berserk at the thought of their wives participating in a
presentation of John Strachey, this Communist who talked about
people in the coal mines. And they did not wish to hear one word
of it. So, do you know that they succeeded in closing the
possibility of any hall in San Francisco at which he might have
been presented.

Good heavens.

I was still on the board because it was the custom at that time
to retain the outgoing president on the board for at least
another term; I don't know if that's still true or not. But I
was still on the board.

A few of us were outraged at this performance and so we
became sponsors for the lecture which was to be presented by a
lecture impresario. The fact that some of us became sponsors of
the lecture caused a great deal of, shall we say, concern among
our fellow board members.

Oh, how exciting, yes.

But this was outrageous, of course. The lecture was held at the
old Hippodrome Theater which wasn't big enough and was packed.
And all of us who had been sponsors, of course, turned up with
our husbands and families and friends and it was a great success,
and Mr. Strachey was about as inflammatory as a kitten.

I see. 'Why was he considered too liberal?

He had been openly and vigorously acting in behalf of improved
working conditions for British ccal miners. He arrived in white
tie and tails and he was the soul of good manners and he made a
most innocuous address about the protection of workers in
dangerous industries, and the improvement of working conditions
generally.

And he was considered a Communist because he is in favor of--

Helping the coal miners.

Helping the coal miners.
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Yes. Well, the way I became president of the league is related
to that. I was at a meeting. As a matter of fact, I didn't join
the league until, I think it was 1929, I ran into a friend of
mine from school one day. It was Eleanor Sloss who had been a
Fleischhacker and she married Leon Sloss. And she was a good
friend of mine.

She said, "What's the matter with you? You don't belong to
the Center. This is terrible. I'm going to put you in right
this minute." So, I thought, well, why not? And I enjoyed
going. And they had speakers all the time, of course.

Put you in? Did someone have to invite you to join then?

There was no requirement to have a sponsor of membership, but
actually most people who joined at that time did so at the
suggestion of some friend.

One speaker was an Englishman who was telling us about
conditions in Britain. He said that in Britain a program of
affordable housing for the lower middle class, and I guess lower
than that, had been sponsored by the government, but it was
abandoned because the people who got the houses used the bathtubs
to store coal. So the speaker said the whole idea was just
absurd. Why should you give people bathtubs and so forth. I
couldn't stand it. I rose to my feet and proposed a resolution
in support of affordable public housing for the disadvantaged. 1
had expected some censure for such temerity but instead I was
invited to join the Center Board of Directors!

That's what happens when you speak your mind.

Apparently. Well, anyway, I did go on the board and enjoyed it
very much and then--I can't imagine why they asked me to be
president. 1'd only been on the board about a year.

You would have been still in youf twenties.

Oh, yes. I was. It was '32 and so I was 27.
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ITII GROWING UP IN SAN FRANCISCO

Life in the Moore-deGruchy Family

That's kind of exciting. Could we go back a little bit and talk
about growing up in San Francisco?

Certainly. Well, I was born in 1905.
Here in San Francisco?

Yes, at the corner of Franklin and Pacific Avenue. When I was
eleven months old, the earthquake occurred and my family were put
out of that house, which they didn't own. As a matter fact, it
had been leased because my father's business interests were all
in the East and he intended that we would live in the East but he
bowed to my mother's determination to have her baby in San
Francisco.

She was a San Francisco girl herself?
Oh, I'm a fourth-generation San Franciscan.
Are you a member, then, of Native Daughters of the Golden West?

I never joined it, no. Or the Society of California Pioneers.,
But anyway, my family had to get out of the house because the
city officials had said if the fire crossed Van Ness Avenue they
would dynamite everything to the west. And this was just one
block west of Van Ness. So my grandmother {Anna Moore] had taken
a house in Belvedere for the summer and that was there waiting
for us. So the thing to do was to go over there.

I almost didn't make it because the system for leaving the
city was to go by truck out to the Presidio. And there get into
a launch which would go around to the ferry building and there
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one would get onto a regular ferry and go to Belvedere or any
other destination. My grandmother, my uncle, who was an invalid
because of rheumatoid arthritis and spent his whole adult life in
a wheelchair, and my mother and I. My father was in the East.

So we got out to the Presidio safely. My uncle in his wheelchair
was safely transferred from the pier to the launch. The next was
to be the baby buggy which contained me and a week's food.

For you or for the family?

For me. And just as it was about to be transferred, my mother
snatched the baby out, which was nice because the buggy turned
over on the way to the [launch?]--So, I didn't have any food but
I was alive.

Yes, that's a more important thing. Oh, dear.

So, anyhow, we got to Belvedere and spent a few days in the very
crowded Belvedere Hotel, until our house was declared safe. It
was necessary to ascertain that the brick chimney had not been
damaged.

Was the route to the Presidio and then to the ferry just during
the earthquake or was that the regular schedule?

Oh, that was in an emergency situation. And trucks came around
and somebody got a truck for us to go out to the Presidio. It
was all very informal and had to be handled (that way].

That was one time it was very handy to have an army base located
in San Francisco.

Indeed. Indeed it was.

Did you spend most of your summers in Belvedere while you were
growing up?

Right.
That was quite a community of San Francisco people.

All San Francisco, all around us. And everybody did it on the
same basis. I mean, they had a house. They went over about the
end of May and they came back to town about September. Instead
of going to school, I was taught at home so that my education was
not interrupted by our residence partly in Belvedere, and partly
in town.

Did you turn out to be the only child in the family?
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Not quite. My mother's oldest sister had married in England and
a year after I was born, she had a little boy. My mother had
wanted two children and hoped to have them at the same time to
avoid the inconvenience of two pregnancies.

I see..

But she didn't make it.

Did that mean she expected twice as much from you?

Really true. That's an interesting comment, but that's true.
Was she somebody who was active in the San Francisco Center?

Not a bit. My mother's interests were largely cultural. She had
grown up as the closest friend of Alice Toklas.

Oh, really?

Yes. And that was all a very interesting part of her life, of
course. And she later became, well, she became very attached to
a Dr., Lillian Martin who was a Ph.D in psychology from Germany.
She was from the United States, but she took her advanced degree
in psychology at the University of Bonn in Germany. She was
concerned about the problems of the aging. My mother became
frightfully attached to her and joined her professionally. I
mean, my mother did a lot of the writing that they did together.

But my mother had, as she said herself, no education at all.
She was plucked from one boarding school in Europe to another
because after my grandfather's death, my grandmother's habit was
to pack up her children and go to Europe for a couple of years.
She put those children in boarding schools and she herself went
to spas. Well, she had nine children in eleven years, and I am
sure she needed rehabilitation.

i

My mother was, I believe, quite brilliant, but had never had the
opportunity to find a scope for her ability. But she felt that
she had [found herself] with Lillian Martin.

Well, and with her time in Europe, too.

I don't think that so much. I think that developed her very much
on the cultural side and she had a very natural tendency toward
that anyway. When I was a child, as I said earlier, I didn't go
to school. I was taught at home.
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Did your mother do the teaching or did you have a tutor?

My mother did a lot of it, but she had a couple of people who
would come in on some of the technical subjects. The result of
all this was that I flunked Subject A [English] when I went to
Berkeley because nobody had ever taught me any grammar. My
mother's feeling was that if you hear language spoken well,
you're all right. What do you need with grammar? So I hadn't
the faintest idea what a dangling participle was. I don't know
yet and have various other little shortcomings of that nature.
So they flunked me. My mother almost had a stroke when I came
home and said, "I need ten dollars for the bonehead English
course I have to take." [laughter] And I did at four o'clock,
Friday afternoons for a whole semester with nothing but
foreigners as my fellow students.

Girls' High School

Oh, my. That's fascinating. And Girls' High did not remedy--

We didn't have any grammar. We had literature. By that time we
were supposed to have had our grammar.

That's true. Well, there's a lot of that in education, the
expectations that you have learned that subject somewhere else.

Yes, exactly.

How did Girls' High come to be?
To exist?

Yes.

I don't know. But it must have been a very enlightened board of
education that started it. It had quite a long history. I
forget when it had started but I think very early in this
century. It was going full blast when I was ready for high
school and my mother thought that was the ideal placement. My
mother had gone to nothing but private schools. She felt herself
to be very ignorant and unprepared. She really made a fetish of
public education, which is all right. I mean, I certainly agree.
So that's what I was going to have from high school on. But a
girls' high school I think she thought was fine because there
wouldn't be any distractions of the kind that go on among young
people who are of opposite sex.



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

13

No flirting between boys and girls.

No flirting. Nothing like that. And of course, I thought it was
marvelous because we had all these activities and they were all
run by us, not by boys.

Was there a full student government?

Oh, yes. Everything. And Ruth Chance and Madeleine Traynor and
I constituted the debating team of Girls' High School and we were
brilliant, absolutely brilliant. We wiped up the floor with
countless other high schools.

Good. Did you debate the other schools in town?

Yes, that was it. And I have, to this day, I tell you I don't
have any documents but I do have an edition of the Seamen's
Journal, which recites word for word everything that Ruth and
Madeleine and I said in a debate with the boys of the Humboldt
High School, which was a boys' night high school. These poor
kids who went to it, I guess, worked all day and went to school
at night and they were simply exhausted so we had no trouble
mopping up the floor with them. Very unfair.

Well, that sometimes is the way the world is.

I agree. I agree. But we also debated everybody else. We
debated Sacred Heart. We debated Lowell. We debated everybody.
And we almost always won.

Was the faculty mostly women?

Mostly. Our debating coach was the French teacher whose name was
Dupuy and he was interested in developing women's logic, I think,
and their way of thinking. He was very stern and tough with us
but he was good, as proven by the fact that we really did very
well.

It sounds as if he was interested in women's effectiveness in the
world.

Very much so. But we didn't have very many men teach us. We had
a Latin teacher who was a man. One. We had a physics teacher
who was pathetic because he was a total failure in his field and
had managed to get this job and all you had to do to get an A was
not laugh at him.

Oh, poor fellow.
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Yes, awful, when I think of it now. Nice little girls can be
brutal.

How many students were there?

Let me see. Ruth could probably tell you much better than I. 1In
the hundreds, anyway. I can't tell you exactly.

Four years?

All four years, yes. But it was a marvelous school. We loved
it, and the English teachers were particularly wonderful and
really developed our interests and tastes in literature. No
question about that.

It sounds as if it definitely had an academic orientation.

Oh, it was. It was as academic as Lowell but only girls. And,
of course, we loved the fact that we did everything instead of
taking orders from boys about what part we could play in things.
We did it all. And it was great. I think it developed all of us
because I mean, many of us, Ruth and Madeleine and I have had
interesting careers. But I don't think by any means we're the
only ones who did.

Who else do you recall particularly from your years there?

Well, Eleanor Fleischhacker was there and Edith Green who became
such a marvelous mentor of cooks, you know. She had her own TV
program in later years. And Marion Harron who had a
distinguished career as a judge of U.S. Tax Appeals Court in
Washington.

There were a great many Jewish girls. And I myself am half
Jewish. My mother's family was all Jewish. My father not. And
I think a great many of the Jewish girls were there because their
parents really preferred private schools for them but they
couldn't get in.

That seems really strange in a town as enlightened as San
Francisco with so many distinguished Jewish families.

I know. It seems ridiculous, doesn't it? But I think it was
true just the same. Miss Burke's had a very small attendance of

Jewish girls, maybe one or two in every class.

The token idea.
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Dettner: Sort of, I guess. My mother, herself, had gone to Miss Lake's
which was the predecessor of Miss Burke's and she, my mother, had
spent so much time in Europe, as I told you, that her French was
beautiful. And when there were visitors to the school, coming to
inquire whether it was a good place to put their daughters, my
mother was assigned the job of showing them around the school but
she had to speak French the whole time because the implication
was that she'd learned it right there.

Morris: Oh, absolutely. [laughter]

Alice B. Toklas and Some of Mother's Other Childhood
Companions#i!

Morris: Would you tell me about your mother's long friendship with Alice
Toklas? I hadn't realized she was a San Franciscan.

Dettner: My mother was terribly concerned about her after the war, and
Gertrude Stein's death. My mother frequently called Alice in
Paris and had long talks which horrified Alice as a terrible
extravagance. They decided to have some time together, as soon
as possible. Alice didn't want to come back to this country ever
again, and my mother didn't want to go to Europe ever again. She
felt it would be so different after two wars. She hadn't been
since before the first World War.

They decided that they would meet in the Caribbean and have
a week or so together, but they couldn't do it immediately as
Alice was Gertrude Stein's literary executor, with full
responsibility for the disposal of all Miss Stein's outstanding
papers. Alice was, of course, most painstaking about this
responsibility.

By the time she wrote my mother and said she was now free
and they could make their plans, my mother had just died. Alice
was, of course, horrified and distressed, and so I promised her
that before very long I would be coming to Europe and we would
certainly have time together, and we did. As a matter of fact
[Bela and I] went on sabbatical in Europe in 1951. While we were
in England, Bela had occasion to go to Manchester for a couple of

IThe balance of Chapter III was recorded on July l4, 1995 in order to
learn more about family life and notable persons in the Bay Area during
Mrs. Dettner's youth. It is located here to maintain the chronological
continuity of the narrative.



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

16

weeks and I thought, this is the perfect time to go to Paris. As
an alternative to Manchester there could hardly be any choice.

Alice and I had a wonderful time for a couple of weeks.
Then Bela was coming back to the continent and he and I were
going on with our travels. I was simply terrified [really
nervous] because Alice, of course, wanted to meet my husband and
she wanted to be part of our European experience. I thought, if
he doesn't like the ambience, it is just going to be sheer hell.
He was always unpredictable about a new experience--it could be
very good, or it could be awful. But when he met Alice, it was
love at first sight and all my fears were unnecessary.

The following year Bela went back to Europe for an
international radiology meeting and he took an extra week to
spend in Paris with Alice. They had a marvelous time, went to
the theater every night and did all sorts of things.

Do you think part of it was that Alice Toklas was such a very
remarkable woman?

Oh, I think undoubtedly that is true.
Particularly when she had been so important in your life.

She would have been so upset if I kept making excuses that we
can't see you again, we can't do this, we can't do that.
Fortunately it worked the other way.

It sounds as if, from the Sutton book, that she and your mother
had been friends from grade school?!

Yes, even before that, when they were tiny little things and they
lived back to back on O'Farrell Street. They were not more than
six or seven years old when they first knew each other. This
friendship never finished, it was always there.

You spoke of the literary and artistic interests of the
group that they played around with and you are quite right: these
were all young women who were bored to death with the ordinary
social goings-on of their families. They had much more varied
interests--cultural interests of all sorts, mostly painting.

More that than literature or music, although Alice, herself was
extremely musical. She was an excellent pianist--loved music.
My mother hated music.

Linda Simon, The Biography of Alice B. Toklas, Garden City, New York:
Doubleday, 1977.
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Morris: Would Alice want to take your mother to concerts?

Dettner: No, I don't think so. It was just a taste they didn't share.
But the two Joseph sisters who I mentioned, Nelly and Ada, were
very much like Alice and my mother in their cultural interests.
Nelly married a Frenchman finally, and went to live in Paris.
Ada married a stableman [laughing] because she loved horses.

Ada was the first woman to have a sports car in San
Francisco. She would tear around in it. She was a wild person,
really. She also loved horses and that was why she married Harry
Brackett who was a rough soul and didn't have a dime. My mother
maintained her friendship with all of them all their 1lives,
actually. As a matter of fact, when my father died, my mother
and I were visiting the Bracketts in the Thousand Islands and
they arranged for us to be rushed back to Boston. We, at the
time, lived in Boston. My father's business interests were all
centered there.

Four Generations of California Forebears

Dettner: Then you wanted to know about the family background. My mother's
background, of course is German-Jewish, a tradition from which
she parted early. As she explained it in later years, "Being
Jewish is a state of mind and I don't share it, so I am not
Jewish." She actually believed that. [laughing]

Morris: Did that upset her Jewish relatives?

Dettner: Terribly, of course. My family were in the upper echelons of
Jewish society in San Francisco. People like the Lilienthals and
the Slosses were the family friends. Many of the men were
suitors of my mother, who would have nothing to do with them.

Her sister, Jenny, who was very much a belle in that group--
Jenny's portrait is over there. I want you to look at it. She
was the belle of the family.

Morris: Isn't she charming?

Dettner: Yes, she evidently was. She had a most tragic ending. She was
beautiful, and she was evidently very charming and very social.
She was engaged to marry her second cousin, George Moore, of New
York. There were two branches of the Moore family. I will tell
you a little more about that in a minute, because it is
interesting.
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Anyway, she was going to a party in San Francisco. She went
upstairs to get dressed and she was mooning all the time that it
was the last party she would have to go to without George Moore
because he was coming out in a couple of weeks and they were
going to be married. As she went on with her dressing, the wind
blew a curtain across a gaslight fixture and the room went up in
flames. She was so badly burned that she died. Really a
terrible tragedy.

It was an awful tragedy for my grandmother, of course,
because she was the one of my grandmother's children who most
carried out the precepts by which she lived herself.

Morris: A properly brought up young lady with attention to society.

Dettner: Right. She was socially very much sought after, very gracious.
She loved her social life which my older aunt--

Morris: There were three sisters?

Dettner: Three sisters. The oldest one went to medical school and would
have nothing to do with the social activities. Finally she
married an English doctor and lived in London until he died.

Then there was my mother who also had, as I told you, her
own ideas about where she belonged. My poor grandmother really
had only one daughter who fully satisfied her in every way.

Morris: The eldest aunt who was the doctor, what is her name?

Dettner: Paula. She married Doctor Wicksteed in London and lived in
London as long as he lived. She was a dreadful, dreadful woman.
Cruel, dissatisfied, ruthless to everyone including her only son
whose life she literally destroyed.

Morris: Did she go to the San Francisco medical college?

Dettner: Yes, it was then called Cooper. That was where she went.
One of the early women who did.

Morris: Did she ever tell you what it was like? How she talked her way
into medical school and how she was treated?

Dettner: No, she didn't. She loved it and she enjoyed it and she got
through it. She never practiced because, I think, when she had
finished she had met Doctor Wicksteed and they went off to
England and were married.
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After my grandfather died, my grandmother loved nothing so
much as taking the whole family to Europe. She would put the
children in schools, and she herself would spend her time going
either from one relative to another or one spa to another. I can
see how she needed the spas because in eleven years she had nine
children, only four of whom lived to be adults. The others were
wiped out in various epidemics of which there were always many.

Here in San Francisco?

Yes, scarlet fever, diphtheria. In fact, my mother had a life-
long heart block because of the diphtheria antitoxin that was
injected into the children. She didn't have diphtheria but she
had a damaged heart all her life from it.

You forget how short a time ago it was that childhood illness
killed so many.

It was dreadful. In our cemetery plot in the Home of Peace there
is a row of little marble pillows for the children who were wiped
out in epidemics, just frightful.

Your mother got to go to Europe often as a child, but she didn't
get to enjoy the traveling life? '

No, she loved it. My grandmother would put the children all in
school. My mother was in school in Dresden, Paris, and
Switzerland, all over the place, which is why all of them spoke
excellent German and French all their lives.

They grew up multilingual?

Yes. In fact, I hated having to learn French. I just hated it.
When I was very young my mother would take me out for a walk and
I would think, maybe she will forget. But invariably she would
say, "Alors, maintenant vous parlez frang¢ais, n'est-ce pas?"

That is marvelous. Tell me about how the Moores came to San
Francisco.

Yes, that you certainly must know. My grandmother's father, my
great-grandfather whose name was Abrams, Samuel Abrams, lived in
New York. How he got to New York I have no idea--if he was born
in New York or if he was an immigrant to New York, I don't know.
He came out in '50, not because he wanted to mine for gold
himself, but he thought it was a great opportunity to supply .
miners with their various needs. 1In other words he was a
merchant. I don't know my great grandmother's name. They were
probably married in the late 1840s.
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They came by ship from New York to Panama, across the
isthmus on donkeys, and took another ship up to San Francisco.
As soon as they arrived they went up into the Mother Lode and
they lived at Mokelumne Hill. They couldn't stay there because
my great-grandmother was terrified of those gentle Mi Wuk
Indians. She was scared to death. Since she was pregnant all
the time, it wasn't good for her to be scared to death.

So they came down to San Francisco and they lived on what is
now the first block of Kearny Street. Market Street was a sea of
mud. Where the Palace Hotel is, there was a school run by nuns
and it was the only educational establishment in San Francisco,
this was 1851. My grandmother Anna Abrams was sent there to
school. My grandmother was the oldest of her siblings. She was
the only one ready to go to school. She went to school by
crossing over on a boardwalk that went across Market Street.!
There she got what education she had; meager, but for the day I
guess all right.

She got an early dose of Catholicism as well as--

I don't know if they were very rigorous about that. They just
really taught them to read and write. I don't know actually, but
that was where she went to school. That was the only place you
could go to school. Gradually, of course, they moved out of
there and lived in various parts of San Francisco. My
grandmother had several siblings, all girls except one. My
grandmother was born in 1850.

She came across the isthmus as an infant?

Yes. She was the oldest. She was young, but she still had a
younger sister who also came across the isthmus on a donkey. The
little one was terrified when the donkey's ears would twitch. I
remember hearing that story.

My grandfather prospered and everything was fine, and he had
all these children. Then his wife died and he married a young
Austrian immigrant. He had a whole new batch of children. That
is all another story the details of which I do not know.

In 1870 or '71 my Grandfather Moore, who was born in
Germany--educated partly in Germany and partly in England--came

'T have always found it interesting that my husband's (Doctor George
Dettner) grandfather, Thomas Meany, an immigrant from Ireland, got the
first contract from the city of San Francisco for paving Market Street,
thus eliminating my grandmother's boardwalk that took her to school.
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here because there was a firm in Birmingham, England, called
Benjamin and Moore to which all the Moore boys went when their
schooling was finished, to become part of the firm. They were in
world trade. As one of my cousins has often said, undoubtedly
they dealt in opium among other things. Their territory was all
of Asia and Africa and Australia.

That must have been quite exciting.

As I say, it used the talents of all the Moore young men as they
emerged, my grandfather's cousins and sibling. My grandfather
had only one brother, who comes into the story a little later.

My grandfather had been, as I say, everywhere; South Africa,
Australia, Asia, and finally in Japan. He felt that the auspices
in Japan for establishing an office were very good. There had
been no office there but they had them in the other countries.

My grandfather, of course, was the obvious person to rumn it,
and he went back to England for briefing. He passed through San
Francisco on his way and had letters to many people and went to a
cotillion on almost the first evening he was here. There he met
my grandmother. It was a costume party and she was dressed as
the princess of Warsaw. He was swept off his feet, and he called
on her father the very next day. My grandmother had said that
she had liked Mister Moore very much, but under no circumstances
would she go to Japan. The reason for that was that all the ugly
ducklings who couldn't find husbands here were sent to Japan
which was swarming with German men. They were certain to find
husbands there, without any dangerous competition.

That is a fascinating tale. This must have been just when Japan
was beginning to open up to the western world.

Yes, to commerce, and an interest in the whole business of
exports and imports.

My grandmother was firm. She did not wish to be considered
in the category of an ugly duckling. She wouldn't have been, of
course. There would have been no reason for it. But my
grandfather was very philosophical about it. He said "My brother
Leopold can go to Tokyo," and so he set up a branch of the
business in San Francisco. They needed tea and spices, too.

What was your grandfather's name?

Isadore Charles Moore. I.C. Moore. My grandfather, having been
well educated in Germany and had some added college in England,
was a very cultivated man. He loved the theater, and he loved
music, and he loved all the arts. He was largely responsible, I
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was a very cultivated man. He loved the theater, and he loved
music, and he loved all the arts. He was largely responsible, I
think, for the cultural interests of his children. He had a very
pleasant and satisfactory life here, without a doubt.

Did you know him at all?

No, he died in 1890 and I was born in 1905. It was in the decade
of the '90s that my grandmother went most frequently to Europe
and stayed the longest.

Right after his death.
Yes.

Isn't there still a Benjamin Moore paint company? 1Is that a
branch of the family firm?

I don't know, I rather doubt it.
Leopold didn't want any of the ugly ducklings for a bride.

He never married anybody. What he did do was survive the bombing
of the Berengaria in World War I. He was one of the few people
who got through it. He ultimately died in Brussels as quite an
0ld man. Obviously much older than my grandfather was when he
died. The Berengaria was in the first World War and my
grandfather died in 1890.

Your grandfather started the Moore family in San Francisco?

My grandfather, yes. He had a first cousin whose name is J. S.
Moore, Joseph S. Moore, who stayed in New York and had a
distinguished career during the Cleveland administration and had
more progeny than my grandfather. These are my cousins, and it
was to one of his children that my aunt Jenny was engaged, his
youngest son, as a matter of fact. That is a huge family and
many of them of my generation are alive still, and younger than
my generation.

The Moore dry-dock and shipping family?

No. That is no connection. The Moores in New York have all gone
in various directions. In addition to the different kinds of
businessmen are architects and writers. As a matter of fact,
what used to be the Bellevue Hotel in San Francisco, which is
just across the street from the Clift was designed by one of my
Moore cousins from New York who had just got through The Beaux
Arts (French academy) and had come here and got a job with a firm
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He was one of the designers of the Bellevue which has just
now been ruined by somebody who has taken it over. [They've]
changed it totally and called it the Monaco. It is a sight. It
is just hideous. I went by it the other day.

All those New York Moores are really delightful people.
They are all cultivated people with a marvelous sense of humor.
Just thoroughly delightful. I have always been very fond of all
of them.

Did you travel back and forth and visit each other?

Quite a bit. Yes, one of the Moore sons, Benjamin, the original
sons, acquired an interest in a mine in Alaska. He and his wife
came out frequently to see how their property was doing. His
son, who was my generation, also came out with his bride. Now
his children are not at all interested in it, if indeed they have
any investment in it.

Is the mine still in the family?

I doubt it. I don't know what happened to it. At one time
apparently it seemed to hold considerable promise, but I don't
know. The children are all in different occupations. I don't
think any of them have ever been to Alaska. They have been out
here, of course. They are really--all of them--delightful
people, cultivated people. They have a delightful sense of
humor.

Are there any cousins still in Germany?

No, no I don't think so. One couple arrived before the war,
during the Nazi period. They were not attractive people,
interested chiefly in the acquisition of money.

Did your mother help them get out of Germany?
No. Many didn't see any reason not to stay in Germany.

{One woman in particular had lived all her life in Hamburg
and believed that any other place would be intolerable. My
mother called on her and found her thoroughly disgruntled.
Nothing was the least bit like Hamburg and therefore horrible.
At last my mother said, "But you must feel great relief that you
no longer need to worry about bombs." "Ach," she said, "was ist
nur eine kleine B&mchen (little bomblet)?"

My uncle performed a great service by coaching many of these
emigrés in English. His own command of German was still very
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My uncle performed a great service by coaching many of these
emigrés in English. His own command of German was still very
good, and he enabled many of the emigrés to communicate more
adequately as they went about the business of creating new lives.
Many of those whom my uncle helped had been medical doctors in
their own countries. As the United States did not have medical
reciprocity with either Germany or Austria, the emigrés would
have been required to take a year of rotating internship in order
to qualify for the examination required of all aspirants for the
M.D. degree. Rather than submit to these requirements, many
emigrés chose the easier course of becoming podiatrists or
practitioners in some other field less demanding than medicine.

The United States did have medical reciprocity with Hungary
so that Bela Low-Beer had only to take the state board
examinations, which he did with no difficulty.”

Did your grandfather help start some of the cultural
organizations in San Francisco, do you know?

In a sense, yes. He certainly was a supporter of any musical
activities that went on. He was one of the supporters of the
Mechanics Institute Library, a James Lick enterprise. My
grandfather was interested in it from the very beginning. He had
all sorts of cultural interests. I don't think he took a
prominent part in any of these things, but he was a good
supporter of everything he believed in. He certainly had a very
full life as far as his own enjoyment of cultural activities is
concerned.

I've read that there was a group of Jewish leaders who always
chipped in and subscribed to start Mount Zion Hospital and
organizations like that.

That's right, that sort of thing. Yes, he may have been involved
in more than I realize. I don't know. He certainly was a very
community-minded person and sufficiently well off to be helpful
financially.

Was there ever any sense that came down through the family that
the Jewish community didn't get along very well with the Catholic
and Protestant groups or that there was any friction between
them?

*The bracketed material was added by Mrs. Dettner during the editing

process.
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I think the Jewish community kept very much to itself. My
grandmother certainly found it very difficult to be assimilated
with non-Jewish people which, of course, is not true of any of
her children.

Yes, my grandmother was very much committed to the customs,
and the manner, and so on of the Jewish community that she had
grown up in. It was difficult for her, I think, to adjust to
non-Jewish people.

It wouldn't be until your generation when people like--

My mother's generation, yes.

Frank Sloss; The Bohemian Club##

I've heard that you and Frank Sloss were close friends since
childhood.!

Frank was four years younger than I. When I was in high school
Frank was going to Pacific Heights grammar school. I have
thought so many times of how he went attired as he was--a child
going to school looking as he did, now would be absolutely
mobbed. He always had beautiful clothes, and in perfect shape
and everything complete, and had beautiful manners. He wouldn't
last five minutes today. [chuckles]

Little boys wore coats and ties to school?

Definitely, and knickerbockers, and hats, and probably gloves.
Frank, I always was devoted to. Although, as I say, he was four
years younger than I. He had a sister who was more my age, but
she was never a close friend of mine, although she had a daughter
whom I am very fond of. Frank had an older brother, Richard. He
had two children of his own, a daughter and a son. The daughter
I know very well indeed. In your outline you say that Frank and
I had a common interest in literature and so on: we produced our
own literature. We wrote poems to each other. They were
terrific. I wish I could show you some examples but Helen,
Frank's daughter, has them and I don't have copies.

!See Frank Sloss's interview in Bay Area Foundation History, vol. IV,

Berkeley:

Regional Oral History Office, 1976.
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One thing I think would amuse you--I was very fond of
Frank's wife, but she really limited his life because she was
never in good health. There were many things Frank couldn't do
because Ellie wasn't up to them. He was, of course, very
expansive himself in his interests. I was over in Berkeley and
we were interested in everything that was being done with and by
the radioactive elements. There was a rumor that tobacco
contained polonium, which is a naturally radioactive element, and
that it would be detected in the urine of heavy smokers.

So I said to Frank one evening when we were playing bridge
or having dinner, "I have a project afoot that I would like to
ask you to help me with." He said, "I couldn't help you on a

project. I wouldn't be capable." I said, "Oh yes, you would."
So finally he said, "What do I have to do?" I said, "You have to
give me a twenty-four-hour specimen of urine, that's all." It

engendered a whole give-and-take of poetry because we followed
the process of this examination in poetry and exchanged comments
and so on. Helen has the whole set or I would show it to you.

We had great fun doing things like that. Frank was always a
challenge because he was so smart and so amusing and so
cultivated. He was a wholly delightful person. I miss him
frightfully, of course.

I can imagine. I had the opportunity to read the volume of his
essays for the Chit Chat Club. I was delighted. He did one on
Gilbert and Sullivan, which was very well informed as well as
entertaining.

He was really a connoisseur of Gilbert and Sullivan and also of
real opera. He loved it. 1In fact, I used to go to the opera
with him once every year because Ellie could hardly bear it. She
got him to use several evenings to take friends so that she might
be spared.

That was a good solution.

It was excellent, yes. I never was an opera buff, but I always
enjoyed being with Frank and we always had a nice time.

Did he start the Chit Chat Club?
No. I forget who did, but it was a group of wits. The kind of

people who started the Bohemian Club. You know, that was a
dreadful thing, but Frank with all his brilliance and his
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originality and all these qualities he had, was never invited to
membership in the Bohemian Club.

That is amazing.
Oh, it is just disgusting.

The Family was organized kind of as a response to that exclusion,
wasn't it?

The Family Club, yes.

When did that start to change? The Bohemian Club now--
Now does have some Jewish members, but not an awful lot.
They have managed to avoid the woman issue as well.

That they have done totally. Of course, we have with the
Metropolitan Club, too, avoided the men issue.

How did you do that?

We just put our feet down and said that we weren't going to do
it. There was no basis on which they could force us to have men
members. Actually, we do have men members, because the husbands
of the members have privileges and can continue those privileges
if they become widowers.

Really? That is decent.
That is very decent.

But the Bohemian Club having started primarily as a gathering
place for literary types--

It has changed totally.
The business tycoons came along later, didn't they?

Much. Of course, they brought in a lot of money. They very much
changed the quality of the club. It is still, I think,
delightful. George [Dettner] was a member of the Bohemian Club
and enjoyed it very much. I haven't been near it for the last
several years, but it is still, I think, delightful in many ways.
The Grove itself is so beautiful.
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Amazing experience.

Yes, but they really are firm about no women. There are only a
very few occasions that women are allowed in the clubhouse at all
and at the Grove only at the picnic, which is once a year.

It is a beautiful place. They do so enjoy it. George
certainly loved his membership. He got a great deal out of it.
Of course, George started by playing in their orchestra. He was
a clarinetist, and a good one.

Before he was a member, he played in the orchestra?

Before he was a member he played in the orchestra. Then they
invited him to come in as an orchestra member which is a special
category of membership, rather limited. He said, "No, thank you.
When I come in I will come in as a regular member."

Good for him.

That is what he did a couple of years later. In the meantime, he

gave up the orchestra because it took up too much time, more time
then he could give to it.

Father deGruchy; Boston Interlude

That is wonderful. Tell about your father. Was he from an old
San Francisco family too?

That is entirely different. My father's background is Huguenot,
French. They left in the persecutions from Brittany in the
sixteenth century. They went mostly to the Channel Islands. My
grandfather deGruchy was sent to Cape Breton Island in Eastern
Canada to start a branch of the Bank of England. That is where
my father was born.

My father went to Harvard as an undergraduate. On the ship
going home--I guess the second summer he was in school--they did
an arm-to-arm vaccination of everybody on the ship. My father
spent the whole summer at home writhing in misery and having
fevers--just a dreadful situation. He went back to Harvard in
the fall and he kept getting one terrible cold after the other.
The doctors in Boston said, "You can't live in this climate and
you had better get out of here fast." He did, but not soon
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enough to avoid having tuberculosis. He had pulmonary
tuberculosis.

He went out to Los Angeles and he worked for the New York
Life Insurance Company. He was very successful in what he was
doing because apparently he could charm the feathers off a
chicken. He had no difficulty getting rich old ladies to buy
enormous policies. From time to time he used to come up to San
Francisco. Through some purely social connection he met my
mother, and they were married.

That was fine, although he already had TB but nobody
recognized it. Then he had some extra money because of my
mother, through her portion of my grandfather's estate--they went
to live in Boston because he had all these business ideas that he
wanted to develop. What his business actually was, was building
financial support for various new businesses that were burgeoning
all through the East.

What is now called venture capital?

That is it. Eastern Canada was full of this, so was the Eastern
United States. Boston was the hub for my father, of course.

My mother insisted that I had to be born in San Francisco.
Officially they remained in San Francisco, but my father was in
the East more than he was here. As soon as I was old enough, a
year or so, we went to Boston to live. I was just four when my
father died in Montreal. He was on a business trip.

What a sad thing.

It was dreadful and totally unnecessary. My mother really did
try to get him to take a year off and go to Colorado or wherever
was suitable. She felt sure that he could lick this if they did.
He was just up to his ears. He was evidently a person who throve
on excitement. He couldn't bear to think of dropping it and
doing nothing.

That must have been a very exciting period in the business world.

I am sure it was. We were in the Thousand Islands with this very
same couple from San Francisco when the news of his death came--
that he just collapsed in Montreal. We, of course, came steaming
back to San Francisco as fast as possible.
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I should think so. Your mother--was there any thought that she
would remarry?

She had many beaus and she sent them all on their way. She
instead encountered Doctor Lillian Martin who became my mother's
Gertrude Stein.

What was so intriguing about Doctor Martin's work?

Doctor Martin had graduated from Vassar, then I don't think had
any further education then that. She came West--I don't know
why--with her sister. She became a teacher of chemistry at
Girls' High in San Francisco. She was long gone from there when
I was at Girls' High. She developed an enormous interest in
psychology and read everything she could find about it. I don't
know what else she did. I don't think there was any really
formal training. At any rate, she got a job at Stanford as a
faculty member in the department of psychology--if it was a
department then. She taught what there was of psychology at
Stanford for a number of years. She had a devoted friend whose
name was Miss Fidelia Jewett who was a born and bred New
Englander. She was teaching English at Girls' High.

Miss Martin, as she was then, decided that she wanted to go
to the fountainhead and study psychology in Germany--although she
was teaching at Stanford at that time. She went to the
University of Bonn where she got an honorary Ph.D., then she came
back to Stanford as a professor of psychology. When she had to
retire from Stanford at age seventy-five she came to San
Francisco and she started a well baby clinic at Mount Zion to
teach mothers the right things to do about their infants.

The proper psychological approach to child-rearing?
I think so. My mother who was at a loose end as I had just

started high school, heard from some friend about "Doctor"
Martin's work.

Childhood Adventures in Belvedere

As I mentioned before, I had all of my grammar school education
at home, which I hated. My mother taught me mostly, but she had
a couple of other people come in and do some of the hard
subjects.
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Did many people do that in those days?

A few girls I knew in high school had been dealt with that way.
We all hated it.

Yes, little girls would like the sociability.

Of course. My mother felt that it wasn't quite fair to keep me
in this kind of isolation and then dump me into a big school
because she had made up her mind that she would send me to Girls'
High. She had very strong feelings about public schools. She,
herself, had gone to nothing but private schools and she thought
that they were terrible. To avoid too much of a jump, she took
me first to the public grammar school in Belvedere.

She felt that I would be so overwhelmed that I wouldn't be
able to stand it for very long. She said--now, she always called
me Snooky--"Snooky, I will be over here. Any time you want to
come home you come and tell me." I came in five minutes and I
said, "Mother, you can go now."

Wonderful. A very independent youngster. What were you then,
about ten?

Something like that. I had organized a parade in Belvedere when
I was six, for votes for children. California women had just got
the vote [1911]. My mother was thrilled to death about that. I
thought, no votes for children? This is highly discriminatory.
We can't have that.

This was a question I had better put in now so we don't lose it--
had your mother been active in the suffragist campaign?

No, but she was all for it. She didn't do anything in it.

How come you knew about it enough to decide something should be
done about votes for children?

The conversation at home was always about issues, and the papers
were full of the fact that women could now vote. My mother went
to the polls to vote and I thought, why can't I?

Belvedere was quite a town for parades and festivals. Did you
take part? ’

Because of being surrounded by water, a lot of things centered
around the water. Every year there was a Venetian Night. Little
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boats went out all decorated and sailed around the Belvedere
cove. I had a canoe from a very early age--of my own. There was
a lot of boating. In fact, my family's idea of entertaining
guests from San Francisco was to have a meal at our house and
then go out in a launch.

Out on the water. That sounds lovely.
It was a charming place.

It must have been a very different world before the bridge was
built.

Totally. We lived in the very first house as one came up from
the little boat landing. There was a little Crowley launch that
brought people from Sausalito over to Belvedere and to Tiburon.

Was that the Crowley tugboat people?

Yes. It was more than a launch, of course. It was a two-deck
boat, very small.

Uncle Samuel I. Moore

My uncle from the age of eighteen had to live in a wheelchair
because of rheumatoid arthritis, which the San Francisco doctors
thought was attributable to the fact that he was born in the
middle of all those epidemics. He was the only child who was
breast-fed by his mother. They always felt that he had been
infected.

By mother's milk?

Probably, or by proximity to all the germs that were around the
house. His illness was a progressive and miserable thing. My
mother's part in his life was very important because she was
determined that he not live the life of an invalid. She kept him
active--not that he didn't want to be--but she provided all the
stimulus for him to be open-minded and current with everything
that was happening, and interested and active.

That is very modern of her.
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She was very modern. Under no circumstances was he going to be
an invalid. It was true, he couldn't live without an attendant
who was with him all the time, and he had to have a wheelchair.
He had an office in San Francisco because they made him the
trustee of the I.C. Moore estate. He then took a partner and
they branched out into real estate to a certain extent. Actually
he had a very full life. He never missed anything in the
theater, or any luncheon speaker at the Commonwealth Club. When
there were interesting events at the Greek Theater in Berkeley,
such as an appearance by Sarah Bernhardt, we went as a family,
staying overnight at the Whitecotton Hotel.

Did he live with you and your mother and grandmother?

Yes, but we all lived with my grandmother. It was her house and
she ran it.

In reading Miss Sutton's book, that seemed like a very congenial
setting and there seemed to be a number of families that had that
kind of extended group.

I think that was very usual.

My uncle's ability to perform as a really fully-equipped
human being was entirely my mother's doing. She was determined
that although he was physically severely handicapped, he must
live a full and sentient life. Fortunately he was by nature a
great reader.

In those days the people from the symphony all used to come
over and rent houses in Belvedere for the summer.

Do you mean the musicians?

The musicians, including Maestro [Alfred] Hertz himself, who was
the conductor. Our house was the place where they came for
poker. There was a poker game every night all summer, which, of
course, was wonderful. My uncle loved it.

He was an accomplished poker player, I take it?

Yes, he was very good. I used to play pinochle with him by the
hour.

Did your mother play poker?
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No, my mother didn't have any aptitude for anything like that, at
all.

Did your uncle teach you to play poker, or just pinochle?
Of course he did.
You can't really play two-handed poker.

No, but he taught me the elements. I guess sometimes there were
enough people around so I could play. I couldn't, of course,
play with the musicians. I wasn't that good.

Your uncle sounds like a delightful person. Would you say he was
kind of a surrogate father?

He was one of the most delightful persons I have ever known. He
never assumed any authority which would put him in conflict with
my mother, but he was a tremendous influence in my life.

Would there be talk about what was going on in the symphony at
your house?

Not much although they were all characters. We knew a lot of
artists, too. A number of them were living in Belvedere at that
time, like Piazzoni, who did all those wonderful landscapes of
California, whose daughter I still see now and then. Ralph
Stackpole, the sculptor--they were all very good friends.

What a very warm and enriched childhood! Then you would come
back to San Francisco in the winter?

Yes.

After your grandmother died, did you keep the family house?

Yes, in fact--when did they sell that house?

Was this the house on O'Farrell--

Oh, no. They hadn't lived in that since my mother was a small
child. My mother was married from the house they lived in at the
time, which is on Washington near Gough. When I was a child they
had pretty much given up the idea of having a house in San

Francisco. There was a residential hotel called the Monroe on
Sacramento Street between Franklin and Van Ness. That is where
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they spent the winters. Their suite was always ready for them
when they were ready to move in.

It saved a lot of bother. Before, when they had a house,
everything was moved twice a year from the house in San Francisco
to the house in Belvedere, from the house in Belvedere back to
San Francisco. Believe me, the furniture was not modern. It was
sturdy golden oak, very largely. I pity the poor men who had to
move it, it was dreadful. But my grandmother liked to have
things the way she was accustomed to having them.

Familiar, I can understand that. Did she have a loyal
housekeeper who supervised these moves?

Not any particular one, but a series of good ones always.

Dr. Lillian Martin's Influence

Were your mother's efforts on her brother's behalf--did she get
some of her ideas from Doctor Martin?

No. She had them all before she ever laid eyes on Doctor Martin.
I think she felt that she had done her job with her brother by
then.

My mother was completely absorbed in Doctor Martin. She was
around, but she was mostly in town. They went to South America
once. They were gone for almost ten months. I moved from where
I lived, which was on Washington Street, and took an apartment in
their building. Otherwise my mother would have felt very
uncomfortable about [leaving] my uncle. I didn't move into their
apartment, but I had my own apartment in the same building.

My uncle continued to live in the apartment--and his man. I
didn't move into my mother's bedroom, in other words. I had my
own apartment and I had my own housekeeper. I was running the
NYA at that point and I was frightfully busy. But we had a
marvelous time. I had lots of dinner parties for my uncle's
friends whom he hadn't seem much of [for a while] because my
mother was so totally absorbed that she didn't bother about such
things much.

Was there a group of followers of Doctor Martin?
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No, not particularly. What she had at this point was what she
called the 0ld Age Counseling Center which was in the Shreve
building. I had to go there once a week myself--not that I was
an old-aged person. It was the most distasteful duty that was
ever assigned to me. In the first place, her attitude was always
punitive and I would leave these sessions knowing that I was a
toad and would never be anything but a toad.

You were going to her for therapeutic sessions?
Yes. It would improve me somehow.
At your mother's insistence?

Absolutely. I never would have gone near the place if I hadn't
had to. She was also constantly at our house. After my
grandmother died, she inherited my grandmother's bedroom and the
whole bit.

That would be difficult.

#

She would tell my grandmother that she wasn't interested in the
right things and she was not providing a stimulus for her son and
on and on. I am so devoted to Gladys Thatcher, who I think is a
marvelous person, but when she opened the Life Plan Center, I
thought, This is going to be old Lillian Martin over again. It
was a relief to find that the motions and the methods were
entirely different.

Supporting Good Causes Then and Now

I got to know Gladys because I was always interested, from the
moment she started it, in the San Francisco Education Fund. I
think that is one of the greatest things that has ever been done
in San Francisco. I thought, a woman who did this can't be a
replica of the late Doctor Martin. I just couldn't bear the
idea. Then I got to know a little more about Gladys' project and
became as generous as I could to it.

If Doctor Martin had provided that kind of help for people
that the Life Plan Center does, she would have been very much
more effective than she was. Gladys Thatcher's program [for
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encouraging older people to develop new activities and interests]
is absolutely excellent. If I weren't totally committed to the
education fund, which I think is terribly important, I would be
much more generous to the Life Plan Center; but you can't do
everything. I do admire enormously what Gladys has done. She is
a wonderful person. ‘

You haven't felt a need to take some of their seminars or
discussion groups or anything?

Not so far. I don't rule it out, but I have been so busy. How
could I? [laughing] They do have a series of brown-bag lunches
at which they talk in a general way about their beliefs and so
on. I have promised myself that I would go to one. So far I
just haven't found the time. Gladys knows how I felt at the
beginning and how I feel now. She is just driven all the time.

I was disappointed that she wasn't able to be at our table at the
WAVE luncheon [May 1955] because she is really a wonderful
person. I knew you would all enjoy her.

She sounds like a dynamo.

I think the education fund is one of the best things that has
ever happened in San Francisco. Her impact on the schools is
simply marvelous. The way that she has managed to stimulate
support for it is terrific. The WAVE lunch had a little over a
thousand people; it was the first time they ever had that many.
They were thrilled to death. The San Francisco Education Fund
lunch is way over a thousand people every single year. Everybody
believes in it so strongly that we all really strain ourselves to
be generous to it.

It is my favorite thing, absolutely. Except for one thing,
which is the memorial that I started in the San Francisco
Foundation for my husband.

That is nice.

That is not so different lines. George, as a young boy, was a
member of the Columbia Park Boys Club. That is a rather
interesting story, if you have time. It is getting away a little
bit, but I think it is worth considering. That organization was
started by a Jewish man, a major in the army whose name was
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Peixotto,! whose sister, Jessica Peixotto, was on the social
work faculty at Berkeley.

He wanted a place for boys to learn self-reliance, make
friends, acquire a sense of community, and have all kinds of
advantages like musical study and so on. Then he would go around
to people like my family and plead for support because these
children were all just practically malnourished and there was no
money. It was the deadest poor that you could imagine.

But it was not all like that. George's family weren't
wildly prosperous; they were a straight middle-class family.
George joined the Columbia Park Boys because he thought it was
great. They had all kinds of sports and many other activities--
and they had music. George didn't realize, I think, how much
music was going to mean to him.

As soon as he was truly interested in music his father said,
"You have to decide what kind of an instrument you want to play."
After a series of experiments he chose the clarinet. His father
went downtown and bought him the best clarinet you could buy in
San Francisco, straight from Belgium, and arranged for lessons
with the first clarinetist in the symphony.

There was nothing exceptional about George's experience. If
there had been he wouldn't have wanted it, of course. Many boys
came from homes like George's, while some were probably somewhat
underprivileged. Maybe Peixotto wrung the heartstrings of the
well-off people of the north side of San Francisco and got plenty
of support for what was portrayed as a charitable enterprise.

He didn't like the Boy Scouts?

I don't know. Anyway, George wasn't a Boy Scout. He was
definitely a Columbia Park boy. For him it was a tremendous
experience, including walking trips to considerable distances,
camping out, as well as all the San Francisco programs.

Is the memorial for the Columbia Park Boys Club?

No. George very wisely did not leave any money to them. A year
or so before he died he said, "I would like to go out and see
them. Could we drive out?" We did. They are still in the same
location but it is very much reduced in space. They had a huge

'Frnest Peixotto was also a well-known muralist in the 1930s.
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lot of space before, but they had given that up. Altogether he
was favorably impressed with what he saw, but it is a very
limited operation. My own feeling, which he and I never
discussed, but I feel it strongly as a result of the boards and
things I have served on at various times, 1s that agency boards
change and policies change with them. Ten years from when you
started, they may be doing a totally different kind of thing.

If George had said he was going to leave a lot of money to
the Columbia Park Boys, I would have tried to discourage him and
say leave it to the San Francisco Foundation, but he never talked
about what his bequests were going to be. I didn't know what he
left money to. I think he made some mistakes. That is neither
here nor there. My feeling was, I would like to assist the kind
of programs that he found so enormously valuable, and they do
exist, of course. The agency is immaterial.

I went and had a long talk with Bob Fisher at the San
Francisco Foundation. He is one of the most delightful human
beings I have ever met. He understood perfectly what I was
getting at. I drew up a protocol of what I would like to see
done, which would be to assist programs, wherever they were
offered, that teach the things that the Columbia Park boys had a
chance to learn. That is the way it is. It started on a very
small basis, which I thought Bob Fisher was extremely nice to be
enthusiastic about.

Martha, my stepdaughter, was just delighted with it. I,
myself, started a special investment account away from the
marital trust which I have. There is nothing in it but my own
money. It is largely devoted to growth stocks. I don't take a
penny out of it. The whole works will go to the San Francisco
Foundation for the memorial. This pleases me very much. In
fact, I was so disconsolate for heaven knows how long. Suddenly
I got this jidea and thought, I think I would feel better, and I
do. I just love this.

Yes. It is something, as you say, that is growing.

My broker at Dean Witter is the nicest man. He is somebody with
whom George had done a lot of business over the years. He had
absolute confidence in him, but he is also extremely nice and he
was very fond of George. I know he would do his best for any
client, but I think he has a special wish to have things work out
well because of George. What he has done already 1is miraculous.
I am very happy about that. It is to keep alive in the community
the things that were so valuable in George's life and in the
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lives of hundreds of other young people. You can't expect it in
a particular agency which may change everything around next year.

The creative spark kind of thing, it sounds like.

That, of course, exactly where the San Francisco Foundation is so
valuable.

The first time I think I heard your name was from John May.
John was an old, old friend.
From before he went to the San Francisco Foundation?

Yes. I met him first when he was in the OPA [Office of Price
Adnministration] with Frank Sloss. It was through Frank that I
met him. There was a lunch room in the Furniture Mart where we
"government clerks"! used to go. One day John was having lunch
with Frank and that is how I met him. I was so astonished when 1
met him because I knew that he was the husband of a girl whose
mother I had known very well. She was on the staff of the
Community Chest in the days when I was on the board of the Chest.

This child was very unusual. I would have expected her to
marry a starving poet and live in a garret. That is what she was
really primed for. Here was this very conventional-looking young
businessman. I thought, that can't be Margarita's husband; but
it was. That marriage didn't last, but anyway that is how I knew
John. As soon as I met him and realized that he was Margarita's
husband, we all became fast friends.

He may not have been a starving poet, but in a way he took
something that nobody knew quite what to do with at the time--the
community foundation--and he made it a very--

That is quite right. He was very good at his job, no question.

I think he found it very satisfying.

Oh, I know that he did.

It sounds as if you, and he, and Frank would occasionally come up
with ideas for the improvement of San Francisco.

Richard Neustadt's term for all of us who had federal jobs to help
the war effort.
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Occasionally, yes. When I realized that this was Margarita's
husband, I used to see a great deal of the Mays. I was always
very fond of Margarita when she was a child. Margarita, from the
time she was in high school, ran the house for her mother's
benefit. She never had a minute to herself and never any decent
clothes. She had a brother for whom everything was sacrificed so
he could go through medical school. Margarita got the short end
of everything.

That is a pity.

It was very sad.

First Acquaintance with George Dettneri##

I'd like to know more about Dr. Dettner.

The person I had always wanted to marry all my life was my last
husband, George Dettner. But my mother put a stop to it.

Good heavens. That sounds quite Victorian.

Well, God knows why, except that she thought, I learned later,
she thought George was too young and too provincial. As I
frequently said, those are not conditions which are necessarily
permanent.

Oh, dear. Younger than you were or just young and immature?

Oh, no. He was six years older than I but we were very close to
one another. We were really devoted. But on the other hand, he
behaved like an iceberg and so I was convinced that he had no

interest in me beyond going to football games and the movies and
things like that. And I was very restive under the influence of
my mother and Dr. Martin, who was, I thought, just simply awful.

Fifty years later when George told me this, I said, "Why
were you so inarticulate?"™ And he said, "Well, because your
mother made me make a solemn promise that I would not approach
anything other than just nice, casual friendship." It took us an
awfully long time, but we were married exactly fifty years after
we should have been.

How frustrating.
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Of course, you do what you can. Of course, in the meantime,
George had married twice, too. And his second wife was in a
nursing home; she lived for about four years after we began to
see each other again. He was running his office without any
help, so I volunteered to go down and do what I could to help. I
went every Wednesday morning and took care of billing and other
odds and ends, then we'd go to lunch.

How had you gotten to know each other?

He was a dentist, and my family had been going to a dentist who
was about as inadequate as possible. No matter how one suffered,
he would say, "I think we'll let it come to a head."™ Finally, my
uncle had a situation that was truly unbearable. So somebody
said, "Go to the Hardy office. That's where they really know
what they're doing."

George had just recently joined them as an associate because
the Hardy office had--this is funny in itself. George was, among
other things, an avid tennis player. He was finished school. He
was the top of his class and he just couldn't get himself settled
down. And he thought he might go with one of the lumber
companies to Susanville or somewhere. And we have laughed about
it many times because I've said, "How would you like to be
married to a waitress from Susanville? which is what would have
happened to you, of course."

Anyway, Dr. Hardy kept calling--George was living at home
with his family and his mother would answer the phone and say her
son wasn't in, she was sorry and she would have him call and he
never did. He finally did and Dr. Hardy said, "I'd like to talk
to you. We need an associate in our office. I've called the
dean and he recommended you as the best qualified person in the
class and so forth. 1I'd like to have you come down and talk with
me if you will." So George obliged him.

When he got there, Dr. Hardy said, "Why didn't you call me
back all that time?" And George said, "Well, I'm sorry but I was
playing an awful lot of tennis." And Dr. Hardy said, "Tennis?
Did you say tennis?" And George said yes, rather shamefaced.

And Dr. Hardy said, "Doesn't my name mean anything to you in
connection with tennis?" And George said no. And Dr. Hardy
said, "I'm the national doubles champion." So then and there he
took George out to the California Tennis Club. He said, "I have
to see if you're any good," and he joined him up as a member.
And he came to work the next Monday.
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And they played tennis happily ever after.

Ever after. So, in the course of time, my uncle had a serious
dental situation and one of his friends said, "Go to the Hardy
office. They really know what they're doing." So he went and
was very impressed and said he would like to continue as a
patient. They said they'd love to have him and, let us introduce
our new associate. And that was George. So pretty soon my
mother was a patient and then I was a patient. So that's how it
all began.

It sounds as if he was quite dashing.

He was. And he was a truly delightful person in every possible
way.
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IV UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AND STANFORD EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Continuing Friendships, Science Studies, Part One

Did any of you think of going to an all-girls' college when you
finished Girls' High School?

No.
Isn't that interesting?

No, we all went to Berkeley, every one of us, at least all three
of us. A lot of the girls we had known well in school didn't go
to college at all. A lot of them married very young and--well, I
don't know--a few went to Mills. Yes, Ellie Heller, for
instance, went to Mills and Ellie Fleischhacker went to Mills.

So did your friendships continue through going to different
schools?

Well, more or less. But we more likely picked them up later when
we were all young married women and doing things together.

Did you live here at home in the city and commute to Berkeley?

No, I lived in Berkeley. My mother was terribly anti-sorority
and I don't know if I would have been bidden to one anyway but I
wasn't, and I didn't go to rush parties and things because I knew
that it was senseless. I mean, my mother would have said
absolutely no.

And you weren't interested enough to make a--?
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No, I didn't care. I didn't care. So I lived in various houses
and usually with some friend from school, from Girls' High whom
I'd known and, yes--in fact, the last year or so of my
undergraduate life I shared an apartment with Marion Harron who
later became a judge on the tax appeal court and went to
Washington. Spent her whole life in Washington. Never married.
She's dead now.

When I went to Girls' High first, she was just back in
school after having recovered from typhoid. She was a year or
two ahead of me.

Oh, my goodness.

She had short-cut hair because she'd lost all her hair. And it
was remarkable because nobody survived typhoid. But she had. I
never knew anybody who had more willpower in my life. But she
was sort of the idol of a lot of the girls, me among them. We
thought she was absolutely marvelous.

When she was at Girls' High, had she already set her eye on law
school?

Oh, yes, yes. She had a sort of equivocal background. I don't
know quite what it was. But her mother was a saleswoman at
Nathan Dohrman's. They had a very limited life and the mother
was an extremely difficult woman. And Marion had all this
tremendous drive and leadership and all of the younger people of
Girls' High just adored her. According to one of the biographers
of Mrs. [Eleanor] Roosevelt, the one who wrote the really
detestable book, which I disliked enormously, Marion was an out-
and-out lesbian. Of course, we didn't recognize it at the time.
We wouldn't have understood it at all.

Well, you wouldn't have mentioned it either.

And we wouldn't have mentioned it had we understood it. No, of
course not. But apparently that was so. She had a number of
liaisons in Washington in her judgeship. But she had a brilliant
career. She was a very bright girl.

She would have been appointed by Franklin Roosevelt to--?

Yes, she was. The tax appeals court.

Since he was a dominant influence through all those years.
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Oh, indeed. I'm just reading a book now, the new one which I
think is absolutely excellent. It's called No Ordinary Time by
Doris Kearns Goodwin.!

Did you study political science at Cal?

No, no. I went in as a pre-med student; I was sure that I wanted
to be a doctor. I continued with this feeling until my second
year, I guess, when I took the only course in biochemistry that
was given at that time because there was nothing to biochemistry
that wouldn't go into one book. I was absolutely fascinated, and
I realized that it was not the clinical aspects of medicine that
I wanted but it was what was in that book. But there wasn't any
biochemistry major at that time.

So I had an assorted, mixed-up major in biological science
and chemical science. I took all the organic chemistry I could
and a lot of biology. And that was why I did not graduate with
my class because when it came to it, I didn't have the right
units in the right places. It was a technical thing. I could
have gone back for another year and done it, but I wanted to get
a job. My mother thought it was high time I got a job.

Did she? What did she think of your wanting to be a doctor and,
later, a biochemist?

I think she would gave been happy had I chosen anything other
than a scientific field, but she would always have encouraged any
real interest, even if it was far removed from her own interests
which were largely cultural, and to a great extent psychological.

Even though she had lived as a will-o-the-wisp?

Well, that's exactly why, I think. So I had an awful time
getting a job because I wasn't finished in anything. I didn't
have a B.A. I didn't have anything. And my mother was of no
help. "You need to go around and see what you can find." So I
went to the Hooper Foundation. I went all over the place. Well,
I was not prepared to do research, of course, without a B.A. at
least. So finally, at Stanford Medical School, which used to be
here in San Francisco, as you know--

Doris Kearns Goodwin, No Ordinary Time (New York: Simon and

Schuster,

1994).
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Stanford Hospital Hematology Laboratory!

The medical school was there on Webster Street.

Yes, the medical school and hospital. By some God-given piece of
luck, I ran into Dr. Wyckoff, Harry Wyckoff, who was a clinical
pathologist and he was also a very gifted hematologist. And he
seemed to think, well, I didn't have much to offer, but maybe
there was some hope. So, he said, "If you'll come in without
salary for a few months and learn the methods of a clinical
laboratory, which we can teach you, we might find an opening for
you."

Well, I was fascinated, not so much by learning the do's and
don'ts of a clinical laboratory, but by the fact that Dr. Wyckoff
apparently recognized that there might be something in here [taps
her head] beyond what I could present on paper. And he let me
work with him, which was largely in the evening, on his own
research which involved hematological subjects. Subsequently,
much later, I was in Stanford as a patient one time and Dr.
Wyckoff used to keep me entertained by coming in the evening with
a microscope and his slides of all the latest patients and we
would go over them one by one.

Isn't that marvelous.

This was much later, as I say. I was a married woman but I was
ill. Yes, I'll come to my illness later. But anyway, he was the
only person who apparently saw some promise in this lump of
unmolded clay.

Well, he must have been delighted to find somebody as fascinated
with his subject as he was.

Well, I just adored working with him, of course.

It's not everybody who is entertained by the vagaries of blood
samples on slides.

True, true. Well, we used to work until about nine-thirty. He
would say, "Well, come on. Let's go and get some dinner." So,
we would march down to Fillmore Street, which is only a block

'For more detailed discussion of Mrs. Dettner's professional career,
see Chapters VII and IX.
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away, and he would eat a bloody steak and a whole order of fried
potatoes and I would have something other than that, of course.
Then we would part for the night. That was that day's work. And
I was just fascinated and absorbed. I loved every minute of it.

Well, this sounds like a wonderful tutorial.

Oh, yes. So, finally, I mean, after I was trained to know what
you do in a clinical lab, I was employed at $75 a month. And
then he sent me downstairs to run the outpatient clinical lab
which meant that I was training technicians as well as taking
care of the patients. It was all great and he made it a
wonderful experience. It also involved a $25 a month increase in
salary!

I should think so. I should think so. Who taught the one class
in biochemistry at Cal?

Dr. Schmidt, Carl Schmidt, who is long since dead, of course.
There was no department. It was just a course interjected into
the pre-med curriculum. But as I say, in 1926 when I should have
been graduating, all of a sudden I didn't have the right units in
the right places and I couldn't possibly be given a degree.

Further Studies

So, I didn't go back until '39 when I was finished with the NYA.
Well, I was too busy to go back before, much too busy. But after
NYA I was completely at a loose end. I didn't know what I was
going to do next. And I thought, the best thing I can do is go
back and get my bachelor's at least. So I did. It took one
semester at Berkeley and I was finished.

That was all it took after fourteen years?

That was all it took. But I was amazed because with the greatest
of ease I got nothing but A's. I mean, maturity is such a
difficult thing to come by when you're as young as you are as an
undergraduate. But when you go back with a purpose, there's
nothing to it.

Plus the fact that yoﬁ'd had all that experience at Stanford
Hospital.
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True. But I took one course in psychology which I'd never had
and which really wasn't my main interest. And I forget what the
other things I took were, but I had to get so many units in
something.

And when you went back, it sounds like there wasn't any problem
about putting together a package to give you the necessary
credits.

Not at all. In one semester I did it.

So what was the bachelor's degree in?

Oh, it was a B.S. in general biology, yes. Biological science.
Then later, of course, I took an M.S. in biochemistry.

So we'll save that for another day because I know Sally Hughes is
looking forward to talking to you about your professional career.
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V DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION

Unemployment Relief Bonds, 1932

Morris: Right now I'd like to circle back again to the period when you
went into community service. How did you get interested in
becoming active in the League of Women Voters?

Dettner: Well, as I said, the time I spent in the league was enormously
influential in what happened later. And I've often thought how
interesting it is how one thing leads to another. I think I've
told you at the beginning that the mayor had said, the mayor of
San Francisco had said, "If the bond issue for the relief of
unemployed people passes, I will appoint an absolutely blue
ribbon non-political committee.™

Morris: The mayor was--?

Dettner: It was Rossi [Angelo Rossi], whose daughter 1'd gone to high
school with, by the way.

Morris: Oh, wonderful.

Dettner: Eleanor Rossi. Well, anyway, he did. He kept his promise and
the chairman of the committee was Judge Sloss, than whom nobody
could have been better. And it was truly a blue ribbon
committee. There were two women on it. I was one because of the
league and the other was the president of the PTA, Mrs. Paul
Springer. It was really an excellent committee and we did a good
job, I think.

Morris: Had the league been-active in helping pass the bond issue?
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Yes, the league had campaigned for it. That was the reason--so I
mean, it was quite a natural thing for him to appoint the
president of the league.

Did you go out door-to-door on that campaign?

No, we issued news releases and campaigned and we had meetings to
inform the public.

In those days, did you have to do a study and determine that
there was a need for additional funding?

Well, we did a study on everything except an emergency like this.
I think we--yes, we did spend some time considering it as against
other possibilities and in terms of what was happening to the
population. But it wasn't two years of study obviously.

Were there anything particular about San Francisco's needs? Such
as more people moving into the city?

No, I don't think so. It was the population that was here and
was just on its uppers. And there had to be help for it. And
the private charities weren't equipped, of course, to provide the
help that was needed, not by a long shot. And until the New Deal
programs came in, something simply had to be done. And at that
time-~

LWV Hosts Presidential Candidates, 1932

And this bond issue was the same year as Roosevelt's election.

Yes. Thirty-two. I had the privilege and honor of introducing
FDR at his only campaign appearance in San Francisco in '32.

Oh, that must have been quite an experience.

To my amazement, the Commonwealth Club joined with us in having
this meeting. And of course, I had a little trouble with the
league board because of our non-partisan position. But when we
said, "But we'll have the candidate of every major party. We'll
do the same thing. How can anybody possibly object?" And so,
the board decided, yes, we could do it and it was obviously a
wonderful way of enhancing the league's position.
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So this was an early candidates' night. Did you have them all at
the same time?

No, no. We had a huge thing at the Palace [Hotel], the ballroom
in the Palace. It was packed. And the Commonwealth Club joined
us in doing it but did not wish to take a leading part, which was
fine. So, I was able to say, at the outset, that this was one of
a series of meetings which would enable all the major candidates
to appear before us and give us their programs and so on. And we
did.

Herbert Hoover declined to come and sent Ogden Mills.
Somebody in his cabinet?

Yes, he was somebody very important. Not in the cabinet,
necessarily, but he was very important in the Hoover
administration. Ogden Mills. Yes.

That sounds like a good San Francisco name.

I think that's right. Anyway, he came and Hoover abstained
(from] the event, which was very foolish of him. And my mother
described how awful it was when Hoover did appear in San
Francisco. He drove along all the major streets and my mother
said there was a dead silence. It was really very chilling. And
he didn't make an appearance until right before the election, I
think. And then we had Norman Thomas as the candidate of the
Socialist party. And that covered all the parties that were
considered major.

Wonderful. What was San Francisco's reaction to Roosevelt and to
Norman Thomas?

Well, at the meetings everybody was very enthusiastic. I mean,
the Roosevelt meeting was just packed and there was a lot of
enthusiasm. And Ogden, yes, it was Ogden Mills. That was his
name. Nobody was very stirred by him, I think.

You said he was a pompous kind of--

Oh, pompous and a stuffed shirt of the first order.

Even though, you know, in hindsight, people find out that Hoover
was also trying to do something about the unemployed.

Yes, but he wasn't doing much.
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Yes, it wasn't working.

And what had he done to the [pension] marchers. He'd turned the
army on them. It was dreadful. And I don't think he had any
sympathy at all. He just felt that the whole thing should have
been managed differently and we should have supported industry.
I mean, the country should have supported industry more and none
of this handout stuff. And of course, Norman Thomas had his
constituency which came largely out of interest rather than
[likelihood] of support.

He wasn't really a major candidate?

I don't think so. I don't think so. But I think you have to
consider the Socialist party is important enough to feature if
you're having a series of candidates.

Well, a couple of years later, there was Upton Sinclair who had
surfaced as a figure in California politics and ran for governor.

Not until later [1934]. I kicked him out of a meeting one day.
Oh, did you?

Well, he wanted to talk to the league and we said he could if he
would not turn it into a political rally because that we could
not support [candidates for elected office]. So it was a small
meeting. It was in one of the smaller rooms of the St. Francis
[Hotel] and he started handing out leaflets and I said, "This
won't do, Mr. Sinclair. We are in a non-partisan situation."
And he went right on. So, I said, "I hereby adjourn this
meeting." So that was all there was to it. Well, you had to do
something. You couldn't let him get away with that.

Tell me about meeting Mr. Roosevelt. You know, there was a film
quite recently on television about the fact that nobody admitted
or made any note of the fact that he was in a wheelchair most of
the time and he couldn't walk without support.

No, nobody did. The meeting, as I said, was in the ballroom of
the Palace Hotel and Roosevelt was staying in the Palace. I was
asked to come up to their suite ahead of time. I didn't talk to
FDR-~-and Mrs. Roosevelt was not there, for that matter--but I
talked to Anna Boettiger and a couple of other people. And then
we repaired to the ballroom and FDR came with his walking sticks
and on the arm of one of his sons. Elliot or Jimmy, I forget
which.
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And Anna Boettiger said a few words ahead of time and I was
able to introduce her as a fellow member of the league. And she
was very active in the league. She spoke briefly and I
introduced FDR. He didn't make a long speech but it was very
firm and the audience just was wild. The place was packed.

Because San Francisco was a Democratic town at that point or was
there something particular about his appearance?

San Francisco, I think, was unquestionably a Democratic town
although not overpoweringly so. In fact, the centers of control
and so forth were not in Democratic hands. All these men who
were the husbands of our members, were captains of industry and
heads of their professions. They were overwhelmingly in the
world of Republicans.

I have heard that, which I've always thought was really
interesting, that the two parties could coexist so, in San
Francisco.

Right, right. 1It's always been the case.

I remember Caroline Charles saying that there were maybe half a
dozen men in San Francisco at any point who decided what was
going to happen.

That's largely true. Well, as I told you, about the John
Strachey episode, a few men shut every possible hall to us to
prevent our having him speak. It was a local impresario who took
him when we had to give up our option on him. I mean, we simply
had to say, "No, the league will not be able to do this." But
somebody was just dying to have him, of course, and the place was
jammed.

And the power group couldn't stop the impresario from--

No, no.

Well, that's good. They used to be a group called the Blyth-
Zellerbach Committee that would help out on some civic issues.

Was that operative in your--?

Yes, vaguely I know. I really can't tell you anything about it.
I know there was such a thing and I can't remember what it did.

That may have been a little later.
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Yes, probably. I guess I was completely out of public things
when I was back in Berkeley.

Becoming President of the League

Why do you think the board decided that they would like you to be
president?

I can't imagine. I think they were . crazy. I really can't
imagine. I know that they invited me to join the board because
they liked my giving hell to this Britisher who thought the
housing program was for the birds.

And what was the first job they gave you on the board? Do you
recall?

I forget. I really don't know. I suppose I could find out. As
a matter of fact, I had intended to go down to the league office
and take a look at the files before I talked with you. But I
couldn't because I came home from the East just before New Year
and I had this filthy cold of which I still have the traces. You
can hear. And I just couldn't bring myself to do it. But I
intended to and I will, for future conversations if you'd like.

As 1 said, we were much interested still in the dance hall
situation. The other local issue that was absorbing a great deal
of attention was the disposal of garbage. And the alternatives
were filling and covering or dumping at sea.

It sounds like we haven't gone very far, does it?

Absolutely. Well, that had been a burning issue for years and
years. And as a matter of fact, we did a little skit for a light
occasion for which we had a little song about whether we should
be filling, covering, or dumping at sea. And there was a member
of the board of supervisors whose name was Uhl. He was a person
who threw monkey wrenches into plans. And I forget exactly how
he figured in this garbage thing but he was very prominent in it.
And I remember writing a little poem that we did as sort of a
skit called "Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Uhlf." It hinged
largely on his attitude on the garbage disposal thing which was a
burning issue.
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I would think so, in a compact community like San Francisco. In
later years, the Scavenger's Association was quite a powerful
organization.

Yes, indeed it was.
Did they have an opinion on this subject?

I think so. I think so. I would have to go back and look at
files to refresh my memory on most of that. But it was very
definitely an issue that we gave a lot of attention to. And of
course, on the broader front, the whole league was concerned with
membership in the League of Nations. At the only national
convention of the league I went to, which was right after I was
elected president, that was the big issue for the national
league. And of course, it favored membership and we did locally,
too.

Would that have put you in touch with California's senior senator
at that point?

Who was Hiram Johnson. He was isolationist.
Yes. Were there any efforts to talk to him?

I don't think so. Maybe at the national level but not at ours.
Certainly not.

Well, nowadays league members spend a lot of time staying in
touch with their local elected representatives. Was it the board
of supervisors or the--

Well, it would have been the mayor, then board of supervisors and
perhaps commissions of various kinds, if they were involved in
what our program interests were. Of course, we always had an
observer at the board of supervisors meetings who would report to
the board what had transpired. And therefore give the basis for
communications to the board from our board, which were quite
frequent.

Were there any women at that point on the board of supervisors?

I don't think so. I can't think that there were. But again, I'd
have to look at the files. I doubt it very much.

Aside from the obstructionist supervisor, were they receptive to
communications from the league?
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Not particularly. I don't think they felt it had much clout.
What did you think?

Well, I didn't think we had as much clout as we should have had,
by any means. But you know, there was the tendency to say,
"Well, it's nice you women are so interested in all these
things." Their attitude was, more or léss, "Leave it to us.
We'll figure out what should be done.”

How about get-out-the-vote activities?

Getting out the vote? That was not a terribly pressing program
at the time, as I recall. In other words, I don't think there
was a widespread concern about the [numbers of votes cast in an
election.]

Or the importance of women voting?

Or the importance of women voting. I think actually, in
California, women were so delighted to have the vote and, of
course, they had it since 1911 which is why the Center started,
the San Francisco Center, because women had the vote. And women
who had leadership roles in starting it felt that they should be
better informed and have a means of learning more about what was
being proposed and what was being enacted.

But more at their community leader level rather than reaching out
to broader issues?

Yes, yes. Definitely.

Involvement with Other Civic Organizations

Did the League of Women Voters ever join forces with the Junior
League, with the YWCA, or other women's organizations in pursuit
of an issue?

No, never. Well, the Junior League at that time--I don't know
what it is now, but at that time it had no interest in political
matters at all.

No, I don't think they do as such. But there seems to be some
overlap now.
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Well, there very likely is. But I don't think there was then. I
mean, I think everybody knew about the Junior League, of course,
but considered it purely social and with no connection to
anything we were thinking about. :

Interesting.

Yes. A lot of women who were interested in the league served on
agency boards of one kind and another. There may have been some
who served on the Junior League board, for all I know; it's quite
possible. But the Junior League, I think, didn't have as much
sense of mission at that time, as they had later.

Yes, they now take on some rather spectacular public programs.

Yes, unquestionably. But at that time they certainly didn't. At
least not locally.

Did these older women with the powerful husbands provide you with
any guidance or training or assistance in asking you to be
president?

Oh, no. Oh, no. They just felt that their position in life was

such that they would naturally discharge any obligations they
took on with perfect ease. And you were supposed to do the same.

It just came naturally.

That's right.

As a woman still in her twenties, how did you deal with these--?
These old ladies?

Right, these old ladies. [laughter]

Well, I suppose--I don't know really. They seemed very docile,
actually. And we didn't really have any very controversial
measures coming up at that time. The most controversial thing
that ever happened in my presidency was the matter of the
Strachey lecture.

That must have been kind of exhilarating.

Oh, it was. It was because the women were delighted in their

feelings. I mean, they felt very annoyed that their husbands had
gone around blocking our access to any hall. On the other hand,
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they felt, well, if John or Willy or whatever his name was felt
this man was very subversive, maybe it was just his role to shut
him up. He was no more subversive than a pussycat.

Well, the vision of him arriving in white tie and tails is very
glamorous.

Exactly and the perfect manners and charming personality and so
forth. He was everything that any of them, the fussiest, could
have demanded. And not one word, as I recall, about the coal
miners.

Do you think he was tailoring himself for an American audience?

Very much so. Very much so, which I think was too bad.

Yes. Did you think the league should be more visible in the
community?

Oh, definitely. I was all for making us prominent in issues that
mattered. I thought it was very important, of course.

League Leadership Programi##

Did you have some things in particular that you wanted to
accomplish as president?

As president of the league? No. I wanted the league to be
outstanding and respected in the community. I wanted to have
more members, more active members. But particular goals, no.
What kind of membership program was there?

You mean to get members?

Right.

Well, we used to have all these meetings, you know, small and
large, on issues. People were invited and members could bring
friends. There was no charge for these or anything. In that way

we tried to spread the word.

With you as president, did more younger women come along?
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I don't think so. I think that probably came later, interested
younger women. As younger women became more active in all kinds
of things. And particularly, as there were more professional
women and more women doing things outside the home the interest
grew.

Membership increased as more women went to work and became--
Oh, I think so.

Oh, that's interesting.

I think so, without a doubt.

Because the concern now is that membership is down because so
many women work, that they don't become active in volunteer
organizations.

That's probably partly true. I know that there have been efforts
made in San Francisco, at least, to adapt to the needs of women
who are working by having more sessions in the late afternoon or
evening and not so many during daylight hours. And of course,
the neighborhood meetings which go on and have been a feature of
the league forever, I think, have tapered off some because women
are absorbed professionally and in other things. But they still
go on in daylight times.

The unit meetings.

The unit meetings, yes. I haven't been to one for a long time
but they do go on. I went back on the board, which I was told
was totally unprecedented, sometime later because they were
involved in some questions having to do with energy and energy
alternatives and that sort of thing.!

Nuclear energy?

And nuclear energy among others. And so, since I was fairly
informed on that subject, they had asked me to come to certain
meetings and give some information which I was happy to do. And
then they said they really would like to have a committee on
energy but if they had one, the chairman had to be on the board.
Was I willing to do that? I said, "Sure. 1I'd be delighted."™

!1See Chapter X.
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And T was. It was totally unprecedented that anybody who'd been
president would come back on the board. Isn't that ridiculous?

Yes, but also it's an organizational adaptation. You want the
past presidents around for advice but you don't want them telling
the later presidents, "Well, when I was president, we did it my
way."

Oh, of course not. That would be frightful. But of course, I
went back because of the existence of a brand new field of
interest which didn't exist in the days when I was president.
And it just happened that there wasn't anybody in the membership
who had the access that I did to knowledge about energy sources
and effects and so forth.

It would be really valuable.

So I was delighted to do it, of course. I'm just very happy to
help with it.

Was this during World War II when there was a shortage of--?

No. It was certainly later than that. It was when we were
talking about solar energy and wind energy and all these other
things. I think it was the sixties, actually. But I really must
go down to the office and take a look at things.

I think they'd be delighted to see you.

Well, they better be. I'm very generous to them, as a matter of
fact. I'm very much for them and I think what they do is fine
and they're very important. I owe a great deal of the most
exciting experiences that I've had in my life to the league
because, I mean, the whole business with the NYA and everything
came originally from my participation in the league.

Having introduced Mr. Roosevelt, did you stay active as a
Democrat?

Oh, I see. At that time, we kept our presidents on the ensuing
board, I think, at least for one term. I forget how long.

As a past president.

Yes, because I definitely was on the board after that but only
for one term, I think. And then, as I say, I went back on the
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board years later. But why not? If you have acquired some new
kind of knowledge that they need, why not?

Issues circle around again.

Certainly. Well, I didn't want to be recycled as president.
[laughter]

No. I think that would be asking a little bit much of you.

Would you have still been--did you stay on as a member even
though you went on and back to school yourself and then into your
own issues?

Oh, a member, always.

So I don't think we've asked anybody if the league had any
special activities during World War II and then in connection
with the United Nations getting established here in town.

Yes. No, whether I've been an active participant or not, I've
always belonged to the league and supported it in every way that
I could. I was furious with it last year, though, because of the
voucher issue on the ballot and the San Francisco league was
supine. It did absolutely nothing about it.

Oh, dear.

And I went to a meeting at the San Francisco Foundation at which
somebody who was right in the thick of the education fight talked
to a group of us. Those meetings at the San Francisco Foundation
incidentally are very good and they're very enlightening.

Anyway, the man who talked at this one, said the League of Women
Voters is actually spearheading the opposition to the voucher
measure and I would suggest that anybody who wishes to oppose the
voucher measure actively give support to the league. I came home
right away and wrote a check for the San Francisco league and
said this is for the campaign against the voucher issue. But the
opposition actually came from the state league. The San
Francisco league was inactive, just one letter signed by the
president that said at the very end, "We hope that you will vote
against the voucher issue." If you call that having a campaign,
I don't. I was furious.

I get the feeling that there are so many issues now and so many
levels, what with a local and a regional and a state that they
don't necessarily go into every one.
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Well, I think that must be true but I think that's outrageous.
But this speaker, as I said, said to a mixed audience, men, women
and everybody, "If you want to oppose the voucher measure
actively, the best thing you can do is send support to the League
of Women Voters." And the state league was doing this. But the
San Francisco league might not have existed, even.

I was furious at myself because I could have sent a check
to the state league just as well. But I hadn't. I thought, no,
by all means [concentrate on the local organization].

On an issue that is as close to thelr interest as an
education measure, I think it's just outrageous that the San
Francisco league sat on its fannies and did nothing, because you
can't tell me that was doing anything--at the end of a letter
from the president saying, "We all hope," or something, "that you
vote against vouchers."

The San Francisco Foundation is running community forums. Is
that what I hear?

Yes, donor forums, they're called. And I think they're simply
marvelous. They're on issues that come before the populace for
votes. For example, I went to an excellent one on Proposition
187, for instance. And their prestige is such that they can get
very authoritative speakers for these things. They've been
absolutely excellent. I've gone to as many as I could. I can't
always make it but when I can I do. And I have found them
extremely valuable.

Are these pros and cons or are these issues in which they've
taken a position?

No. They don't take a position, no.
I wouldn't think so.

No, they just give you the opinion of a person who is in a
position to have an educated opinion. And you listen and you
make up your own mind what you're going to do. But no. I mean,
even on the voucher measure, although of course they thought it
was the most poisonous thing that ever happened, they couldn't
take a position. And that's why the speaker said, "If you're
interested in taking a position on this, the League of Women
Voters is spearheading the opposition." And the state league
was.
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That's interesting. It's not the kind of thing that you would
think a philanthropic foundation would be doing. You would think
this would be something that the PTA and the league would
sponsor.

Oh, I know. But I think Doctor [Robert] Fisher is a man of such
broad interest and knowledge about conditions. And of course, he
feels that everything that happens in the community affects the
philanthropic aspects of life and that the agencies that carry
out philanthropic missions are influenced by everything political
that occurs. And, of course, this is completely right.
Therefore, he thinks that people who have been interested [in
helping the foundation to respond to their constituents] as their
giving of money indicates should have the opportunity to hear the
best qualified speakers on all these questions.

So that their giving will be more informed--?

Exactly. And their activity as citizens will be more
intelligent. And I think there's no doubt it is.
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VI CALIFORNIA DIRECTOR, NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION, 1934-
19394##

City and State Relief Commission.Preliminaries

When you finished your term as league president, did you continue
to be interested in Depression relief activities in San
Francisco?

Oh, heavens, yes. Then I became state director of the NYA,
National Youth Administration, so I was right in the middle of
it.

What brought that about? Had you been in touch with the people
planning that program?

As 1 say, it was one move after another. As I look back in my
life, I think it is just incredible how one thing led to another.
I mentioned that Mayor Rossi had said he would appoint a non-
political committee to administer the bond funds if we passed
them. We did pass them. I was on the committee.

In the course of time, Harry Hopkins, who was then a special
representative to President Roosevelt, sent out his field advisor
to look at all the committees, because every large community had
a committee occupied with the relief of the hardships of
unemployment, and from that to make up a slate of people for a
state commission on the same subject. This guy was very nice and
recommended me for the state commission and I was appointed by
Governor Frank Merriam. And the state commission was a very good
body. Monroe Deutsch, provost of the university, was a member.
Ralph Jenny was the chairman; he was an attorney from southern
California and a very able, dellghtful man.
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The committee met and organized itself and asked me to
serve as secretary of the commission, which I was delighted to
do. In the course of time, they decided they should send
somebody to Washington to find out what the New Deal programs
were going to be and to try to determine what their impact on
California was going to be. In my role as secretary, they
thought I was the person who should go. So I went. And the
field representative who had chosen me in the first place and a
lot of other people from all over the state saw to it that I met
everybody in Washington who was concerned with the whole New Deal
program. I met Harry Hopkins and Aubrey Williams and other
people, and later Ellen Woodward, who was heading a division of
women's work in the WPA, Works Progress Administration, came out
and asked me to be their regional representative. I said, "I
don't think so," because I didn't want to live in Salt Lake
[City], where the program was headquartered.

A couple of weeks after that, I had a call from Aubrey
Williams, who said, "We want you to take the NYA in California.
Will you do it?" And I said sure.

Because you could do that from San Francisco?

I could do it and I was terribly interested in the opportunity to
give young people a chance.

At that point you were married. What was the reaction of your
spouse?

I was getting a divorce. My spouse was an alcoholic. It was
very unfortunate.

Yes. That's very difficult to extricate yourself from.

Oh, I had to. Simply frightful. Well, it was terribly
unfortunate.

This has been a long session. I hope I haven't worn you out.
I probably talk much too much. And too discursively.

No, discursive is what oral history is about. It's the flavor of
what happened and how people felt about what they were doing.

[Intervieﬁ“Date: fébruary 7, 1995)##
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[Note by Anne Dettner regarding her first father-in-law, Edward F.
Treadwell:

Born Woodland, California in 1870. Attorney in general practice in
San Francisco until at least 1950. Died in 1955.

A tall, well-built, handsome man, extremely reserved and not given to
trivial conversation. His manner, to many people, may have seemed aloof,
but in fact he maintained a self-protective distance as he was really very
sensitive, and in his personal life he had few satisfactions and many
serious trials. His entire family dumped their problems in his lap,
knowing that he would see them through any and every difficulty. In
several matters he could be volatile, as after a disastrous golf game, he
was ready to reduce his golf clubs to kindling.

He enjoyed every aspect of his practice, which as you know, was
outstandingly successful. He was, for many years, chief counsel for Miller
and Lux and personal attorney for Henry Miller, whose biography he wrote
(The Cattle King). Altogether he was a complex person who desperately
needed intelligent companionship, a quality that he attained only in his
last years, in his second marriage. To me he was always a figure of
-massively impressive weight who commanded my complete admiration and
devotion.]*

*Bracketed material was added by Mrs. Dettner during the editing process.
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Differing Relief Commission Ideas about Social Work

Morris: This morning we were going to continue talking about your work
with the State Relief Commission.

Dettner: Well, yes, and I want to say a word about that because I thought
that we fairly quickly glossed over it as a sort of interim step
between the local activities and the national ones. But to me it
was a very important time because it was the point at which the
two attitudes about social work came head on against one another.

I so well remember that when I came back from Washington
where I was sent to find out what the new programs were going to
be like, I reported to the state commission and the staff people
who attended the commission meetings the plans for a widespread
employment program. The staff people were, to a man, appalled
that there was going to be no social work aspect in the WPA
[Works Progress Administration]--the NYA wasn't being talked
about at that time--because to all of them it was
incomprehensible. It was generally accepted that people who
could not support themselves and their families must suffer from
neuroses, health problems, or personality defects.

When I explained that, no, this was an employment program,
it could be run by the employment service better than by the
private social-work agencies, they were horrified. It was, of
course, minimizing the importance of their own field for which
they'd been trained. The existence of the state commission
brought the differences in perception of the problem into focus.

We had a member of the state commission who came from the
San Mateo committee. He was simply appalled at the behavior of
the San Francisco committee which was a more or less self-
appointed body which functioned by its own rules. He was
determined to put an end to its existence.

I kept saying, "You can't do it." I mean, it's very bad
public relations if you do. When the new programs come in, the
committee won't have any place; they'll be finished. There will
be nothing for them to do. So just let time take care of it."
No, it couldn't be. We had to boot them out on their ear.

It was a dreadfully embarrassing situation to me because two
of the women who were the most vocal members of the local
committee were also very active in the league and in various
other. activities, and I knew them very well.
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This is on the San Francisco committee?

Yes, and I think they were relying on me to help them along.
Well, I did, because I kept them for a long time from being
fired, because the state commission could have put them out of
business.

Three times at meetings of the commission, my colleague,
Robert Hooker, formerly of the San Mateo County committee, popped
up and said that the San Francisco committee is disgraceful, it
is never going to be able to carry out any of the principles of
the new programs and they should be gotten rid of; they're doing
all kinds of illicit things. And they were. I mean, they had
very little regard for anybody's rules except their own and they
felt very confident of their own ability in this field.

The attitude then was best expressed by Miss [Katherine]
Felton of the San Francisco Associated Charities, of which she
had been the executive for some years. Her boast was that many
of their clients were the third generation of families whom
they'd originally assisted. And that was a boast instead of a
disgrace.

Well, anyway, three or four times when Hooker proposed that
the commission end the life of the San Francisco committee, I was
able to put off a vote or to get a negative vote. But he was so
intense about it and he was a very persuasive man, very smart.
Then I was going to go to Washington for the commission, and I
thought, oh, if they have a meeting and Bob gets on his feet, I'm
sure they'll discharge the San Francisco committee. Because
everybody else on the commission was really rather passive about
it. What a local person had to say about it was what swayed
them, actually. So three times I prevented it from coming to a
vote, or got a negative vote on it.

So I thought, this is dangerous, and I asked the state
director for a meeting in his office with Hooker and with him,
and with the attorney for the State Relief Administration. What
I wanted to find out was if there was any possible likelihood
that there would have to be a meeting of the commission while I
was away, because three times I had persuaded them this was a
miserable idea and would only bring down obloquy on everybody.

"Don't do it," I wanted to say. "It's a problem that's going
to take care of itself." Frank McLaughlin, who was the state
director, said, "Absolutely, there isn't a thing that would
require a meeting of the commission." I said, "Because if
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there's the slightest chance, I'm not going to Washington. I
simply cannot let Bob Hooker get away with this thing." They
assured me, absolutely, that there isn't a reason in the world--

Well, the second Sunday I was in Washington, the bellboy
knocked on my door and handed me a telegram from Bob Hooker which
said, "Commission met in an emergency session yesterday. I
kicked out the committee. I'm feeling like a new man and
McLaughlin is suffering horribly."

Oh, dear.

And the phone calls to Washington simply burned up the wires.
People in San Francisco were outraged and shrieking at Harry
Hopkins and anybody they could get to listen. So I came back to
find I was the criminal who had staged all this and then run out
of town in order not to be identified with it.

Was Mr. Hooker gloating?

Oh, he was absolutely delighted to have achieved this, what he
thought was a great thing for the whole program. They would have
been out in a month anyway, you know, in the normal course of
events.

Was Mr. Hooker a social worker himself?

No, he certainly was not, but he was truly an idealist. He was
the son of an extremely successful businessman. He, himself,
later went into the State Department and had a really very great
career. He was on George Kennan's political policy committee and
he later became a top secretary in our embassy in London. He
died a number of years ago. He was a very gifted man, no
question. But in this, he just simply did not understand.

He needed a larger arena in which to operate?
Much, much. And he was furious at these women.

They were at the same level. He was representing San Mateo
County and they were the--

But he was on the state commission which was concerned with every
committee. Yes, I was the representative on the commission from

San Francisco and he from San Mateo County.

Each county had a representative on the state commission.
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Pretty much. The whole East Bay was represented by Monroe
Deutsch.

Ah, yes, from the university.
Yes.
That must have been kind of an unwieldy group.

Well, in a way it was but it was pretty good, really. And when
you talk reason to it--well, as I say, three times I managed to
get them not to vote for Bob's measure. But the third time I
wasn't there and nobody spoke against him because they all felt
that this is a San Francisco issue and if he says so, I guess
maybe we should do it. But the San Francisco committee really
was a blue-ribbon committee in the sense that every person on it
was a very prominent San Franciscan.

Were both the local committee and the state commission appointed
by the governor?

No, the local committee was appointed by the mayor. Then, the
commission, of course, was appointed by the governor. And the
commission was made up of members of these local committees who
had been pretty much selected by Harry Hopkins' field
representative, Robert Hinkley, who was from Utah.

Well, before we get to that, I think we need to sort of set the
stage. How did Governor Merriam take to this whole State Relief
Administration?

Oh, well, he thought it was nice that he had such a good
commission. And after all, as I say, Mr. Hinkley told him who to
appoint and he did. And he didn't demur about anything or make
any fuss. So that was all very easy. No, that was all fine.

And where had McLaughlin, the director of the State Emergency
Relief Administration, come from?

I can't tell you exactly. He was not a social worker, not by any
means. I really can't give you much about his background.

He wasn't anybody that you knew from your--?
No, never heard of him before. And I don't think he was a local

person. And he didn't come from Harry Hopkins' end of things
because he was active before there was any State Relief
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Commission and before there was any federal involvement in what
we were doing. So, I'm sorry, I just can't give you any
background. But he stayed on as state administrator of the WPA
program and everything that went with it.

And the WPA was the federal program. And how did that relate
administratively with the State Relief Administration?

Oh, well, it didn't because once the work programs were in place,
there was no more commission. And whether the local counties had
committees or not was up to them, because the federal government
was not interested in their having them or didn't feel they
needed them. I mean, it was a straight-out program that had its
rules and its methods and professional people to run it. So the
commission, I think, went out of business pretty much as the WPA
program came in.

I, of course, got off the commission long before that

happened because of having been asked to take the directorship of
NYA. I couldn't do that and be on the commission.

Eleanor Roosevelt Champions the NYA

Well, now, the NYA was also a federal program.

Oh, definitely. The NYA was a program that was conceived and
pushed by Mrs. Roosevelt. She, of course, was fully in favor of
the WPA program. She thought young people have got to have a
place in this whole effort of the federal government to get
through the Depression. There ought to be a special organization
for young people, to understand their needs and work in their
behalf. And she remained very much interested in the program
through its whole existence.

She used to come out to California. I think she went to a
number of states but California she was especially interested in
because it was so huge. She came out at least once a year and it
was my job, of course, to take her around to show her the
projects in action and she was just delighted to see them.

That must have been quite an experience.

Oh, indeed it was.
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When did you first hear about the program and first encounter
Mrs. Roosevelt?

Well, people were, of course, talking about the program when I
went to Washington to find out what was being planned. And of
course, I met all the people who were going to be active in the
new programs. Harry Hopkins, himself, and Aubrey Williams, who
later became the head of the NYA, and Ellen Woodward, who was in
charge of the women's employment within the WPA. And oh, dozens
of people, of course, who were going to be active in the new
programs,

After I came back and reported to the commission all the
things I had learned about the new programs I had a call one day
from Ellen Woodward to ask me if I would head the regional office
for the women's end of the WPA. As I told you, I said, no, I
didn't think I would. Well, I didn't want to move to Salt Lake
for one thing, which was where the regional headquarters were of
all the New Deal programs. And I wasn't particularly interested
in the special effort to get women into riveting jobs and so on.
I mean, it didn't excite me much. But later, when Aubrey
Williams called and said, "I'd like you to be the state director
of the NYA," that was a different matter that I thought was very
stimulating, very worthwhile.

Why a program for young people separate from a program for women?

Well, a women's program, I felt, would be kind of--they would be
shoved into jobs that they were considered capable of doing and
they wouldn't be very interesting jobs.

There was no thought to open up new job opportunities for women?

No, not really. ©Not really, unless there were women who were
already involved in some professional field. For example, the
WPA had a writer's project and an art project and women who had
become conspicuous in those fields had every opportunity [to take
part in those WPA programs]. That was one of the great things
about the WPA, that it did everything possible to keep people in
their proper field of activity rather than just shoving them all
into a mass and putting them wherever their two hands could be
used.

But the women's end of the WPA, as I say, didn't really
excite me and I definitely didn't want to have to move to Salt
Lake. So I said no. But then when I got the other call to do
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the NYA, that was different matter. And of course, I had my
headquarters in San Francisco.

Administering Education and Work Programs

Now, how did it happen that the youth program was headquartered
in San Francisco?

Because I lived here and nobody asked me to move.

I see.

I mean, there was no reason why it shouldn't be in Sacramento or
Los Angeles or--

And you didn't have to oversee what was going on with the
programs in Utah or Montana?

Oh, no. It was a state job completely. Aubrey Williams had a
couple of field representatives who came around. They were
stationed in Washington, and they covered a large territory in
each case. They would drop in now and then and be helpful if
help were needed with respect to administrative problems or any
other matters.

Did they have a role in planning or operating the programs at
all?

No, their role was largely public relations and an advisory role
for the state directors. They had no authority to perform
administrative functions.

That's reasonable. I'm curious. I think of Harry Hopkins as
being involved in national, well, State Department-type policy.

Well, we're coming to this, because he started in as head of the
federal government's efforts to combat the Depression, especially
with respect to its effect on individuals.

Oh, as sort of a special assignment.

Yes, well, very definitely. I mean, he was a well-known social
worker. He came to Roosevelt's notice as being very able and
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full of ideas in this area. So he was put in charge of the
development of the whole WPA program, including the NYA.

As we come to it, I think you will see that what happened to
me, and various other people at the same time, was the result of
Hopkins being taken more and more out of the welfare field and
into the political field with the president. And he no longer
could give the welfare programs his close attention, and
therefore the little satraps like Aubrey Williams felt very much
more powerful.

This, I think, explains a great deal of what happened to me
and to a number of other people. I was not the only person to be
beheaded. Harry Hopkins could not have known what was going on.
And his successor as more or less nominal head of all this relief
effort was Paul McNutt, who had been governor of a state.!

Political figure rather than a--

Yes, yes entirely, and he was put in charge. And interestingly
enough, when Aubrey Williams had reached the point where he
decided to decapitate me, we sat in a hotel room in Colorado--I
was summoned to go over to Denver where there was a meeting. And
that was where it was done. And as we sat, the telephone kept
ringing and I kept saying, "Why don't you answer the phone? I'm
not going to run away."

"Oh, no, no. It can wait." It turned out later it was Paul
McNutt who had just been told that I was being decapitated. He
was calling to tell Aubrey, "You have no authority to do that.
You can't do it."

Oh, my dear.

But it was a fait accompli by the time the day was over. And Mr.
McNutt would only have made matters worse, I think, by
intervening at that point. But that was the situation anyway.
Paul McNutt was not a specialist in these fields; he was an
administrator. As I say, he'd either been in the senate or he
was a governor. I'm not sure which. But he did know right from
wrong. And he thought it was not at all a good idea to go

McNutt was governor of Indiana, 1933-1937, and high commissioner of
the Philippines, 1937-1939, before becoming chairman of the War Manpower
Commission and head of the Federal Security Administration in July 1939.



75

plowing roughshod over people who were doing a decent job and
throwing them out.

I think the fact that Harry Hopkins was no longer watching
over everything that went on made people like Aubrey Williams
feel a great deal more power in themselves and that they could do
jolly well what they wanted.

Morris: And Mrs. Roosevelt was no longer that closely allied with the
program? '

Dettner: She was indeed still allied to it, but I think she would have
been very loathe to take a position with respect to the handling
of administrative situations.

Morris: I see. She removed herself.

Dettner: Oh, I think she wouldn't have anything to do with it. She'd say,
Mr. Williams is the head of this and what he does must be right.
He must have decided.

Morris: But going back to the beginning, in '35, did she have, do you
remember talking with her about her ideas or about what kinds of

things she hoped would be done?

Dettner: No. I didn't have any contact with her until I was into the job
and she was starting to come out to see what was going on.

Setting Up Education and Work Programs

Morris: How did you go about setting up the program in California?

Dettner: Well, I had some very good people. I had a secretary. I was
elected secretary of the commission and I really took it very
seriously. I was in the office almost all the time. The office
was here, also, and the commission's office because McLaughlin,
the director, was here. And there was no reason why the
headquarters of the commission couldn't be San Francisco.

As I say, they elected me secretary of the commission and as
such, I had an office and I was told that I could have an
assistant. So, I had one who was a young woman who had graduated
from Stanford in education, I think. Yes, it was. And she was
extremely good. When she was working with us on the commission,



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

76

I thought she was just excellent. So, I asked her if she would
like to come into the administrative setup of the NYA. And she
did head the school part of the program and she was very good at
it.

So gradually we built up some staff and had ultimately, I
think, a very good staff. We had somebody in every large area.
I mean, one person was responsible for Los Angeles and another
for a whole group of northern counties. [The staffing] was done
largely on the basis of what population needed to be served and
how big the area was and so forth.

That related to what the caseload was according to the State
Relief Administration statistics?

That's right. And then, of course, we had a state committee to
help in questions of policy.

Did you get to recommend those people?

Yes, I chose them. I had a group of people from education and
other fields and some others from business. It was a very good
committee, actually.

People that you already knew by-and-large from your other
activities?

Some of them. Some of them I knew by reputation. And, of
course, I got advice from a lot of people. But yes, I spent days .
talking to people about becoming members of the committee and it
was a very good committee.

Nowadays, sometimes it's hard to find people to be on those kind
of advisory committees.

Yes. But it wasn't. I think everybody was eager to help. The
need was so obvious.

Because there were so many unemployed?

Yes, I mean, it was a frightful situation. Really terrible. And
to be able to do something for young people--You see, the program
did two things. Beneficiaries could stay in school and work on
projects developed by the school or the university, whatever, and
be paid by the federal government for the work they did. Or they
could work on industrial-type projects sponsored by either
elements of government or nonprofit agencies. And there they
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were supposed to have the opportunity to learn industrial skills
so that they would have some aptitudes when jobs opened up.

The money that we had was about fifty-fifty. We had an
annual budget of $6 million for California. And it was, I would
say, roughly divided half and half between the school program and
the work program. But it was a godsend for young people. I
can't tell you the number of people I've met in later life who
have told me things like, "Oh, if it hadn't been for the NYA, I
couldn't have gone to school." Or somebody says, "I couldn't
have had a cello," who later became a professional musician. So
it was really, I think, a very, very worthwhile and satisfying
undertaking.

Morris: Do you remember any of the statistics, how many young people went
through the program?

Dettner: Oh, golly. Offhand I couldn't begin to tell you. And I don't
think T have an awful lot of data that I could look up about it
but I could find out.

Morris: And these were teenagers, mostly?

Dettner: Oh, the ages were sixteen to twenty-two.

Morris: How did the college component work out?

Dettner: Well, it was part of the education program. Projects could be
sponsored by any public school or any university or any middle
level school.

Morris: Junior colleges?

Dettner: Yes, exactly.

#

Morris: Did you have to go, say, to Monroe Deutsch and say, "Do you want
to set up a program at Cal?"

Dettner: I personally didn't but this person on my staff who was the
education person did. But whenever there were problems--at one
point we felt the University of California wasn't doing all it
might and I went over and had a long talk with Monroe Deutsch.

He and I had both been on the commission preceding all this
and I knew him quite well in any case because he and his wife, of
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course, were very well known in San Francisco and had lots of
friends and so on. Yes, of course, if it were an important
enough problem, I would go personally. Otherwise, Ruth
McFarland, who was doing the education program for us, would
handle it.

If what NYA was doing was providing funds to an individual
student to go to Cal, say, or San Francisco State, what did the

college have to do?

It had to build a project, a work project, useful to the
institution on which these people could be employed.

So that they would be going to class and then also--?
And also doing some work.
Do you recall what kinds of things they did at all?

Oh, it's a tremendous variety of stuff but I guess mostly
clerical projects of one kind or another. I can't be very
detailed.

Kind of similar to the CETA program during the sixties, the
federal Comprehensive Employment Training Administration?

I guess so, although I don't know too much about that.
Right, you were doing other things by then.
Yes.

Was it difficult for Ruth to convince people at the colleges to
take on these needy students?

Oh, they were delighted.
Really.

They were delighted because they got little jobs done that they
couldn't afford to do for themselves. And they felt that it was
very important to keep these young people going to school. They
were most enthusiastic and after I got fired, the letters that
went to Washington from the school people were just tremendously
laudatory. I don't mean only of me but of the whole program.
They did. They really thought it was splendid.
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I have a question about one program in particular, as an example,
and then maybe we can take a look at some of the letters. What
is now Lassen Junior College was, I believe, started as a NYA
program. There wasn't a school there before the thirties.

That could well be.

And the town put together, or the local board of supervisors or
something, put together an NYA program in order to start a local
college in Susanville.

That's very likely. I remember there was such a program because
I went to Susanville occasionally. I spent a great deal of time
going around the state, looking at what was going on both on the
work side and the school side. I knew the whole Susanville area
very well because we had work projects and also school projects
there.

I'm told they built one of the first ski tows in California up
there as one of their work projects.

I think that's right.

Did you have a regular program? You know, once a month you would
go out on tour or just whenever needed?

I was constantly running around. I mean, I didn't spend much
time sitting in the office in San Francisco. I should say maybe
a tenth of the time. The rest of the time I was out in the
field. I didn't do it on a regular basis but I just managed to
circulate a lot to keep an eye on what was happening. And of
course, when Mrs. Roosevelt came, we went all over the state.
And also Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune because she was so interested
in the black children. Of course, the projects were all
segregated at that time.

Oh, dear.

Escorting Mary McLeod Bethune

I think I sent you some pictures, didn't I?

Including a perfectly wonderful picture of Mrs. Bethune in a
nursery school in Los Angeles.
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That's right. I thought I sent you that. She, of course, was a
remarkable person. She was the first black woman to have had a
significant job in the federal government. And she was given the
job by the president and she was designated as director of Negro
Affairs of NYA., And she was a wonderful person. I enjoyed her
enormously.

While she was traveling in California, and presumably other
places, was that when she was organizing local chapters of the
National Council of Negro Women?

I don't think so. I think her attention was entirely directed to
the NYA programs.

She already had extensive organizing experience?

Oh, I think so. She had started a school in Daytona Beach for
young black women to learn business skills so that they wouldn't
spend their lives scrubbing floors and washing dishes and so on.
And that school, which I think was very successful, brought her
to the attention of the president. And she seemed a natural
person to be in charge of this particular program, which, of
course, as I say was so segregated.

We did have some problems. She came out, at least once a
year, as often as Mrs. Roosevelt did, although they never did
happen to come at the same time. There was never any problem
about where Mrs. Bethune would stay. She wanted, of course, to
go around the state and see what was going on.

Sure.

There were always black families who were just overjoyed to have
her. The problem was where could we have lunch. And I had a
person on my staff phoning when I knew what our itinerary was
going to be to find out where in various towns we would be able
to go and have a meal. It wasn't easy. And Berkeley was the
hardest of all. Isn't that incredible? There was one place only
and that was the Black Sheep.

I think she looked twice at the sign of the Black Sheep when
we went to it, but she was impressed with it and Fritzi, who was

the founder, as you know, of the Black Sheep, Fritzi--

It's before my time.
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Dettner: Well, Fritzi was a very active, ingenious, Hungarian woman and
she started the Black Sheep originally on the first block of
Euclid [Avenue] north of the campus, the very first block. And
in a loft. Of course, in no time, it had a loyal and devoted
clientele because, a, the food was excellent and, b, the
atmosphere was right for many of us and we loved Fritzi and she
loved us. This was when I was an undergraduate.

Then, of course, she prospered and moved over to Bancroft
Way where she 'had a big and very respectable-looking restaurant.
And that was the only place that said, certainly they would
entertain a black woman.

Morris: Do you think that was because of her European background?

Dettner: I think so, and her general attitude. But I think Mrs. Bethune
did a sort of double-take when she knew she was going to the
Black Sheep for lunch.

Morris: Well, yes. Black sheep has sort of a negative connotation.
Dettner: Exactly. It has several connotations. Decidedly.
Morris: Oh, boy.

Dettner: But that was literally the only place in Berkeley, of all places.
Other restaurants would say, oh, no, no. We wouldn't care for a
colored person.

Morris: How about here in San Francisco?

Dettner: ©Oh, no trouble. Well, I mean, you couldn't go everywhere but you
knew that there were plenty of places where you could. And the
best place in California was San Diego.

Morris: Now, why do you suppose that was?

Dettner: I don't know except that I guess it had a pretty large black
population and I think they were probably in positions that were
not just at the bottom of the barrel, because we used to have
events at the Grand Hotel in San Diego when she was there, a
dinner party, you know, big dinners. And no problem ever. But
that was not true anywhere else.

Morris: That's really interesting. I thought it was Los Angeles that had
the larger black population in southern California.
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It probably did, but I think the black population in San Diego
was a lot more sophisticated and more advanced than black people
in Los Angeles or around here.

I myself had a black housekeeper. And I said to her, "Mrs,
Bethune is coming to San Francisco. Do you know about Mrs.
Bethune?" "I never heard of her." So I said, "Isn't that great
because, she'!ll come and have dinner with us." And she didn't
think it was so great.

Did she think Mrs. Bethune was above herself or something like
that?

I think so. But I took care of that very summarily.

You solved it. Well, tell me about Mrs. Bethune as a person.
You know, she has a mythical quality.

Oh, I know. She was a dear, wonderful person and she was so
good. She didn't want to talk to white audiences, I mean, at set
occasions. She wanted to talk to black audiences. And she would
stand there and say, "You get that chip off your shoulder.” That
was the general approach. Of course, they all were charmed with
her. They loved her.

You said she started a business herself. How did that lead her
into this kind of national activity?

She did. I mean, she grew up just on the edge of slavery. If
she escaped it, she escaped it only by a very few years. But as
she grew up, she became very concerned about the possibilities
for young black women, especially. And she started a secretarial
school at Daytona Beach where they could be trained to do office
types of jobs and stop always having to scrub the floors. And it
was a great success. And that is how she came to the attention
of the authorities.

She was not a woman of great education herself. But she
certainly could make a very appealing address to an audience.
She talked mostly to black audiences and she felt that they had a
great deal to reform in themselves before they could expect to
take part in the whole community.

Other people I've talked to say that she came to the Bay Area to
help found the National Council for Negro Women and that the

focus of that was urging black women to upgrade their skills and
take part in the community in order to better life for the race.
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Exactly, exactly. Well, I'm sure that's right. And of course
that came after her connection with the NYA. I think the NYA was
the first thing that brought her into any kind of national
prominence. In fact, I know it was. I suppose that in some way
her activities were communicated to Mrs. Roosevelt who probably
pushed the appointment for her.

That was what I was wondering. Did she think of the interest in

the black community as coming from Eleanor first rather than
Franklin?

With Mrs. Roosevelt in California and New York

Oh, undoubtedly that's right. Have you read the new book on the
Roosevelts called No Ordinary Time?! 1It's a marvelous book and I
think you'll see in that how much of the things that the
president did were originally prompted by Mrs. Roosevelt. She
was extraordinary, really, in her perception of what the needs in
the country were and of how to go after them and so on. I think
she was most exceptional.

Do you recall the first time that she came out?
Sure.
Did that take a lot of advanced planning and things like that?

No. She came out solely to see NYA projects. She didn't want
anything else planned for her. And she would not hear of any
social engagements. She just didn't like them. She would have
nothing to do with them. So we made these strenuous trips
because she wanted to see as much as she could in a short time.

Where did she stay? Did you have to arrange?

No. Her arrangements were all made ahead of time, always. 1In
San Francisco she stayed at the Fairmont. I can't remember that
she ever stayed anywhere else in San Francisco. And she didn't
want any kind of private entertainment and she didn't want any
social engagements. And that was it.

Doris Kearns Goodwin, op. cit.
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Why is that, do you think?
I beg your pardon?
Why didn't she do--?

She was interested in seeing the NYA, period. And of course, she
despised small talk of all sorts. And she despised occasions
that were purely social and for no good reason. She would have
nothing to do with them, in fact.

That must have been a little awkward and stiff when you were
touring the northern counties and small towns.

No, not really. I think people were always curious to see her
and everything but apparently they didn't expect her to lavish a
lot of time on them because I never was conscious of any
constraints or anything about it.

Were there security people, security guards?

No, not a soul. She would travel with me in my car--or any of
our staff or anything. Nobody else. I don't think she would
have tolerated it.

No driver, no person to carry your suitcases?

No. No, not anybody. I mean, any of us, of course, would be
happy to do it.

Right, right. And did she come by train or plane?

I forget. I really forget because this was a long, long time
ago. This was in the thirties. She may have come by train. I
don't know.

Maybe some of that is in the book; things have changed so.

Yes, exactly.

I mean, the entourage that people travel with now is the--

Oh, exactly. I forget, actually, although I myself was going
everywhere by plane, not within the state of California, of
course, but anywhere else by plane because Aubrey Williams would

call me, say, on Tuesday and he'd say, "I want you here for a
meeting on Thursday morning." Well, there was no way to get
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there except by plane. And he couldn't see any reason why I
shouldn't fly. Why would you want to spend the time on the
train? But it took twenty-two hours to get to Washington in
those days by plane.

No through flights at that point.

No, you stopped everywhere in the United States that had an
alrport. And I always arrived in Washington as a total wreck.
So the first session of whatever we went for I didn't ever enjoy.

I can believe that.

But there was nothing else to do. It never would have occurred
to him to call you five days ahead so you could take the train.

Or to give you an extra day.

And besides, he would have thought it very wasteful to spend all
that time on the train when you could be either working here or
in Washington. Ridiculous.

Did you visit with Mrs. Roosevelt or just, she sat beside you
when you drove?

Oh, sure and we talked on the way. And of course, she was very
pleasant always and very interested. And it was all [very
informal]--you had the feeling that the last thing in the world
she wanted was any protocol or any formality. Just, "Let's talk
seriously about what's going on," because serious conversation
was all that interested her.

This looks like a picture of you and Mrs. Roosevelt out in the
field on one of your--

Oh, it was, undoubtedly. There should be some pictures there of
our days at Valkill when Mrs. Roosevelt had all the directors
once a year to Hyde Park. This could have been there--it must
have been somewhere out in the country.

The place that Eleanor Roosevelt herself had is about two miles
away from the main house in the village.

Right. And on these occasions--here is the one of the president
in his car which he could operate by hand. And he used to come
over each time, just to say hello to everybody. And do you
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know--who was the director who practically sat on the president's
lap? It was LBJ [Lyndon Baines Johnson].

Really?
He was the director in Texas.
I take it you were not impressed with him at that time?

Oh, I would say he was the very last of the group who would be
expected to become president. There were other state directors
who I thought might one day be president of the United States. I
remember that when he was chosen by Kennedy as his vice
presidential running mate in 1960, I was horrified; it was Bob
Hooker who told me, well, you know, Kennedy could have never been
elected without Texas. And I suppose that was all true.

Not California in those days?
No, no.

It sounds as if you and Mr. Hooker were still friends after he
outwitted you about the San Francisco relief committee.

Oh, yes. We were very good friends. Basically, we shared many
of the same hopes for the country.

Anyway, we just went to Mrs. Roosevelt's for the day. And
there was always a lavish buffet lunch; yes, it was always in the
summer so it was outdoors.

And the president would come over and greet everybody and say you
were doing a fine job?

Yes, and say hello and so on.

Did she take you on a tour of the furniture factory she set up on
the property to train young people, or tell you about that?

No, no. We arrived at, say, at eleven o'clock in the morning and
then there were greetings and then we would have lunch and then
the president would drive over and beam on us all and we would
beam on him. Then we went home. We went up on the train from
New York and-- )

And a bus would meet you and take you out?
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Something like that, yes. But I'm pretty sure we went on a train
from New York. Wait a minute. Did we go up from Washington?
Yes, we probably did.

So that would be an overnight trek.
Well, then we didn't.

Albany?

It's weird, but I don't remember.

Part of the charm of Hyde Park is that it's off there in the
country. It's still out in the country.

Exactly. Yes, I'm sure it is. Well, I don't know. I can sort
of visualize being on a train and we're all talking on the way up
and so forth. I don't know. Isn't that crazy?

Would there be a part of the train reserved for you?

Oh, yes, definitely. We would fill it up. Yes, of course.
Because we had a state director from every single state of which,
then, there were forty-eight. And they were all there and Aubrey
and a couple of people from the Washington office and then his
field representatives and all of us. So it must have been about
sixty people. Yes. But a train is what I seem to remember.

Residential Program Problems; Job Termination

I remember going up to Passamaquoddy [Maine]--

##

--where work had been started on some project to connect Lake
Champlain with the St. Lawrence River. The project was never
completed and the army was pulled out, but all the equipment was
left. It was a natural for the NYA to move in and give boys the
opportunity to work with all this equipment and learn a great
deal about industrial processes. One took a train to go up from
New York, I think it was, and it was the most primitive train you
could have possibly imagined.
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I remember when I got on (I went up with the state director
from another state, who was a woman) the conductor said to us,
"Are you ladies going to want breakfast?" And we said, "Oh,
yes." Well, it turned out that what we got was a pork sandwich
and an apple and a cup of coffee. And he had to get out in the
middle of the night and buy these things at a stop. The train
itself provided nothing. So it was a very amusing experience.

We got to Passamaquoddy and were met by the director and his
staff and they had a guest house in which we were to stay. And
it was a dear little house, right in the middle of the project.
And we had dinner with the director at his house. And then we
went home to go to bed and there was no key for the front door.
And I thought, well, so what.

But my traveling companion said, "You would stay in this
house without a key?" And I said, "What do we need a key for?"
She said, "This is a village with 400 sex-starved boys." And I
refrained from saying, "We don't have a thing to worry about."

The date of this Los Angeles Herald story indicates that you were
still in your twenties at this time.!

I was. I was twenty-seven, but my colleague, who was
considerably older, was not taking any such chances.

I think we have to go back to the NYA story in California,
which I always thought had something to do with my decapitation
but I'm not sure that that's correct. Anyway, for months and
months Aubrey Williams and his field representative were at us to
have a residential project, similar to the one at Passamaquoddy,
although there was no such facility here and nothing around which
a program could have been built.

I mean, to do it here, almost anywhere, was rather
artificial whereas Passamaquoddy was a natural because it had all
the ingredients for industrial training. And it had all the
physical facilities that were needed and it was ready-made.

But for months, as I say, Aubrey Williams talked about
nothing except a residential project in California. And the
people on my staff and the people in the various counties really
were very conscientious and tried to find a place where there

"Mrs. Roosevelt Sees Los Angeles," March 17, 1938. See appendix.
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seemed to be a reasonable expectation of setting up a residential
situation and finding some work for these kids to do.

This is getting youth out of the cities and away from bad
influences, that sort of thing?

Well, not out of the city necessarily but housed together for God
knows what reason. But work, and education, of course, would
have to be available in the area. Well, as I say, efforts to
find such a program were made all over the state. Finally, our
people in Los Angeles found a good location and a good building
which was available at a reasonable rental, and obviously there
was as much industrial activity going on in Los Angeles as there
was anywhere in those days. So you would have had whatever the
advantages of a residential [program] were, together with access
to work and educational opportunities.

So our Los Angeles people negotiated a lease. And it was
cancelled in Washington. Nobody ever knew why. So we were
goaded then. "Go ahead and do it. Find a better situation," and
so forth. Well, a hotel at Hermosa Beach, which is a suburb of
Los Angeles on the ocean, became available because of the
Depression. It was not getting any customers and the owners were
dying to lease it to anybody they could. And it was close enough
to Los Angeles for people to be bused in to jobs, although there
was nothing right in the immediate neighborhood. The building
was enormous, and the only way it could be managed was to have
youngsters of both sexes in the project.

Oh, dear.

Well, it was all right. One floor was devoted to 100 girls. And
the upper floors to 400 boys. And we had, as the supervisor for
the girls, an extremely well-qualified woman from San Diego, a
most respectable person. And it worked out but it was a stupid
thing because it didn't have close access to work. The kids had
to be bused to the jobs that they had and the whole thing was
very cumbersome and artificial. But, okay, everyone did his or
her best to make it go.

Washington thought that was a fine idea. I never thought it
was a fine idea. Most of us didn't think it was a fine idea. We
were forced into it. And there was also some complaint from the
people in Hermosa Beach who felt that having a project of this
kind there would lower their property values. Of course, it
wasn't going to be there forever, in any case.
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And Mrs. Roosevelt came and saw it and she spoke very well
of it! and Monsignor [Thomas] O'Dwyer came and he didn't have any
criticism to make of it. Altogether it was stupid, though,
because it was just not well conceived. But we were literally
forced into it. There are a whole bunch of articles here, too,
which I think you will want to take a look at.?

So when I got fired, a lot of people thought it was because
of Hermosa Beach but that really wasn't the case. I, too,
thought when I was going to be fired that that was probably the
reason. But it turned out it wasn't. And what the reason was I
don't know yet except that it coincided with the removal of a
whole lot of people from work that they were doing and some of
them much more important jobs than mine. And it came about when
Harry Hopkins' attention was taken completely away from these
programs and he was becoming a valued advisor to the president on
matters of worldwide concern. People like Aubrey Williams came
into positions of more power than they'd ever had before and they
could do as they liked.

I was told by the field representative that Aubrey was going
to fire me. And I went over to a meeting in Denver for the
purpose. He decided he'd do i1t there. So we were sequestered in
a hotel room, he and I. And he said sorrowfully, "I just can't
go along with this any more, Anne." And I said, "Why not?" And
I expected him to say, "Well, Hermosa Beach is just an abortion
and we won't have it."

Instead of which, he said, "Well, you made the most terrible
speech at a meeting of"--some organization, I forget the name of
it now--"in Sacramento." And I said, "Aubrey, I wasn't even
there." And he said, "Well, it was reported to me that you made
a terrible speech."

I said, "I was invited to go to that meeting and I was asked
to make a speech but I didn't like the sound of any of it and so
I declined the invitation. I didn't go near it." I said, "Mrs.
Roosevelt was there, I know. But I did not go and I wasn't there
and I certainly made no speech,” to which he had no answer.

I"First Lady Acclaimed in Lecture on 'Youth,'" Los Angeles Evening
Herald, March 17, 1938.

’See appendix.
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As 1 mentioned before, all the time we were talking, the
telephone was ringing and finally I got irritated with it. I
said, "Aubrey, for heaven's sake, answer the phone." And he
said, "No, it can wait." I learned later the phone call was from
Paul McNutt, who had been assigned to Harry Hopkins' position
with respect to the relief programs.

Anyway, he took over this part of Harry Hopkins'
responsibilities, and he was told at the last minute that Aubrey
was about to fire me. And he was calling to tell him he can't do
that.

Oh, dear.

But Aubrey refused to answer the phone so I stayed fired. But I
was not the only person who was included in this general
housecleaning, I guess Aubrey would have called it, because
people in much more important positions than mine also found
themselves stranded outside. I think he was just having a
tremendous fling at authority which he hadn't had before because
Harry Hopkins kept a pretty close watch on everything that went
on. And I think once that supervision was removed, he just felt
he could do any old thing and did.

Had you and Aubrey Williams disagreed on things beforehand?

Except that I repulsed his amorous advances. That was a strong
disagreement.

The other people who were unceremoniously dumped from their jobs?.

They were men. [laughter]

Personal and Political Changes; World War II Nears

They were men. Later on, in California at least, there were
continuing complaints that some of the programs were being run by
Communists and that the State Relief Administration should be
investigated for UnAmerican activities. Did you hear any of that
while you were in office?

In my case, that all came later. I don't think there was
anything like that in my time in the NYA program. It was a very



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

92

prominent note during my experience in the War Manpower
Commission.!

There's a letter here from Vivian Osborne Marsh, [a Berkeley
woman who later ran for the city council]--

Yes.

-~dated August 25, 1939. She's writing to you saying, "Here in
Washington I've been given a tip that someone in California who
desires my job has written Aubrey Williams attempting to make him
believe that people in California are dissatisfied with my work
on NYA."?

Yes, I remember that.

Now, is that part of what happened to you or is this the same?
Who knows, who knows. Vivian Marsh is a black woman. She had
some kind of a job with us., I forget what. We were perfectly

satisfied with her and she was fine, as far as I recall,

Would she have been part of the California division of Negro
Affairs?

There wasn't such a thing in those days.

She wouldn't have been part of Mary McLeod Bethune's part of NYA?
No, Mrs. Bethune was the Director of Negro Affairs in the NYA,
but she didn't have anything to do with any specific project.

She just went around the country to see that what she called her
young people were getting the breaks and getting the jobs.

That black kids were included in the program?

That's right, exactly. Both school and industrial. And that was
all she did.

Vivian's letter to you is on Delta Sigma Theta sorority
stationery, which she was head of at the time.

1See pp. 166-167.

’See appendix.
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Oh, yes. 1 vaguely remember that. I don't remember what she was
doing for us but I do, of course, remember that she was in the
program.

Then, of course, another thing happened in California at
that time and many people attributed what happened to me to this
and that was the election of Sheridan Downey as senator [in
1938]. He defeated [William Gibbs] McAdoo. And McAdoo, of
course, had sponsored me all through, and it was alleged that
Downey was hungry for patronage and wanted to get rid of all the
people he could so that they could be replaced with his
supporters. Now, how true that is I have no idea.

Well, Vivian Marsh's letter sort of supports that idea because
she said these people who were speaking against her were saying
that she was going through the state, running down the New Deal
and campaigning for the Republicans. "This is unjust,"” says she.

That's ridiculous. There was a lot of political stuff going on,
of course, and the change in senators made a big difference for
Californians generally. And I think it's true that Downey was
hungry for patronage. But I can't believe that that had anything
to do with what Aubrey was doing.

In my humble opinion, Aubrey was throwing his weight around
because for once, he didn't have Harry Hopkins watching
everything he did. I mean, he felt a degree of independence
which he'd never felt before.

One of the letters that was in your file was expressing the
concern that the good program would be wrecked through the
unfamiliarity of the national person with a situation in
California, that Williams should sound out the sentiment of
California school people.

Oh, yes, the school people were marvelous. They wrote all kinds
of letters. Here's one from the assistant superintendent in
Sacramento and he was glowing in his support of the NYA as it was
conducted.!

And this is July, 1939.

Leo B. Baisden, Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Sacramento, .to’
Aubrey Williams, July 31, 1939. See appendix.
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Well, that's when I got fired. And Aubrey said, "Now, your
employment stops on the first of August, but don't go near your
office any more. You shouldn't go near it. Just keep away."
Which, of course, I paid no attention to.

That sounds as if there wasn't the usual two weeks notice or
anything like that.

Oh, no, nothing like that at all.
What happened to the program after you left?

Well, the Mormon bishop of Utah stepped in for a while. I forget
his name, even. You see, things were kind of drawing to a close
anyway by then. The war was not a reality, but I think the
possibility of war was in the minds of a great many people. So a
great part of the program went over to the employment service.
And a sort of skeletal organization remained. What it did, I
really am not very sure because I was very busy earning my $1,400
a year at Cal by then.

You mentioned earlier that the NYA job paid $4,500 a year.
Yes.

That was quite a good salary.

Well, I was the state director after all. Yes, that was good.

Did you have a feeling that people looked askance at you because
it was a woman in a position of such visibility?

Never. And as I told you, I had a very good committee who were
very supportive of me. I think if anybody had made any cracks
about why does a woman [get that job]--they would have stepped
right on it. They were excellent people, all of them. There
were some school administrators. There were some industrialists.
It was a mixed committee but a very good one.

Who from business and industry, do you recall?

Oh, I think there were a couple of people from Los Angeles. I'm
sorry, 1'm just not very clear on--

I'm just curious. [There are a couple of letters here from]
Maurice Harrison--
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Dettner: Maurice Harrison was a very important person. He was an attorney
in San Francisco and he was something or other on the Democratic
National Committee. He was a person whose word was listened to
carefully whenever he spoke. He was a very warm supporter of
mine.! And George Creel, of course.

Morris: Didn't Creel continue to be a controversial figure in California
welfare administration?

Dettner: Not terribly.

Morris: In the reading I've done about him, he was part of the
controversy about whether the State Relief Administration was
wasting money and tainted with left-wing influences?

Dettner: Well, of course, he was bitterly opposed to the Roosevelts. He
hadn't been originally. In fact, he was considered a Democrat.
But he became very bitter. And he was vile about Mrs. Roosevelt,
simply awful.

And he did get awfully conservative. Now, there are some
letters between him and me in this file if I can find them for
you. He was very supportive at first of all I was doing, and
then he got very cold.

Morris: To you?

Dettner: To me.

Morris: Oh, that's too bad.

Dettner: Yes, it's too bad. There's a whole bunch of letters involving--I
think you should look at that if I can find them.

Morris: This is a memo from 1940.2

Dettner: Yes. This is after I was out.

'Harrison, a partner in the firm of Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison, wrote
several letters of introduction on Mrs. Treadwell's behalf in May 1935.
See appendix. .

Memo, October 18, 1940, "To All NYA Employees," reproducing a 1etter
from Henry Rhine, National Office, UFWA [United Federal Workers of
America], to Aubrey Williams. See appendix.
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And this is about Maurice Mandell.

Maurice Mandell was my director of works projects. And he was so
good at it that Aubrey took him over to Washington to be national
director of works projects. And that's all you need to know for
background but I think you should glance through that because
it's very revealing.!

Okay, so Mandell was dismissed effective June 26, 1940.

Right. He was fired. And you read it because that's really
worth reading.

It says that in Washington, he was several times commended by
Aubrey Williams.

And they went to the FBI which investigated him and found nothing
in his record to cause anybody any concern at all, but Aubrey
fired him anyway.

[According to this memo,] Williams' letter of removal said that

they needed somebody with a technical background and assigned
Mandell to work with a Mr. Campbell.

Yes.

Ah, here we go. "Mandell had previously been informed by you
[Aubrey Williams] that you were requesting the FBI to investigate
charges that he was a Communist."?

That's 1it.

"Despite the fact that a committee appointed by you had in
September, 1939, made an investigation of the same charges and
had completely exonerated Mr. Mandell."?

Yes.

This is a letter from the national office of the union that
Maurice Mandell belonged to.

ISee appendix.

2Ibid, p. 2

3Ibid.
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The federal workers, yes.

The United Federal Workers of America. Oh, oh. So the union was
requesting reinstatement.

Exactly, since there was nothing against him.
And whatever happened to that?

Well, Aubrey kicked him out of the NYA and wouldn't show his file
to anybody. And that was that.

And this request for reinstatement, was anything done about it?
No, nothing.

What finally happened to Aubrey Williams?

He died, some years later.

Subsequently we went through [a] period in which a lot of people
were accused of Communist [party membership on little or no
evidence.] Do you think this was an early example of--?

Oh, I do. I certainly do think so.

And do you think that was'part of the concern about yourself?
That somebody said you were--

Oh, I doubt that. I don't see how anybody could have. No, I
think in my case, I think Aubrey had terrible personal resentment
about me and I think he just wanted to show his authority and he
took all the means possible to do it.

And there was no grievance procedure at that point?

Oh, nothing. No procedure of any kind. Just, "You're through.
I can't go on with this," said he. And I said, "Would you tell
me why?" And he said, "You made a terrible speech." I said,
"Where?"

"At this organization." I said, "Aubrey, I wasn't there.
Mrs. Roosevelt was there. I was not there because when they
invited me, I didn't quite like the sound of what they were up to
and so I declined their invitation completely.”

What was this organization?
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Oh, I forget what they call themselves but, you know, it was
something very progressive--something the world needed. But I
remember thinking, no, I'm not going to go up and talk to them.
They wanted all sorts of justification for my being invited to
speak to them. And I thought, nuts. So I wrote and said I would
not be able to take part. . But as I say, Mrs. Roosevelt was
there. But Aubrey said that was his ground for firing me--that I
made such a terrible speech there. I mean, I ask you, can he be
more stupid?

Oh, but how painful that must have been, though.
Well, it was in a way.
Did George Creel come to your support?

No, by this time, George didn't like anybody. He hated the
Roosevelts. He didn't like anything about anybody.

Oh, dear. And was there anything specific in his turning cold to
you and the NYA program?

George Creel? No, nothing specific. I think he just thought,
oh, what a pack of idiots and I'm finished with that.

I see. There was a letter addressed to him at the National Press
Office building in Washington?

Oh, yes. He was something on Collier's and had been for ages.
He was involved in Hermosa and it was shortly after I was fired
it was closed.! And that was all right. But then, my point
about Hermosa was that we were absolutely forced into it. The
question was, I mean, get a residential program going or say
goodbye to the program. You know, it was just this--here's some
Creel correspondence.

And program also was closed in 1939 when you left?

Although everybody including Mrs. Roosevelt and Monsignor O'Dwyer
who had come up to see it said they thought it was fine.

I"nHermosa Youth Hotel to Close," Los Angeles Herald and Express, July
21, 1939, and "State Administrator Dissatisfied with Local Set-up, Youths
remaining at camp will be returned home," Redondo Beach South Bay Breeze,’

July 20,

1939, See appendix.
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Advisers and Staff; Other LWV Recollections

Oh, dear. This NYA file includes a letter from Irene T. _
Heineman, Assistant Superintendent of Public Instruction for the

~ State of California.

That;s right. She was on my [advisory] committee.
Was she one of the League of Women Voters ladies?
No. Did you know Leslie Ganyard?

I feel as if I did.

Well, she was Leslie's aunt, and Leslie Ganyard was executive
secretary of the league when I was president.

I didn't realize that the league had paid staff in those days.

Yes. This is when it was still called the center but it was the
league. It was the league at the time that I went on the board.

i

Did Leslie help in the decisions as to how that transition was
going to go?

I don't think there was anything really much to discuss about it.
The board was eager to have the center go along and have a wider
scope than it had before. The league at the time when I first
joined it, or the center, I guess I should say, was a very
elitist organization. The women who started it were all the
wives of men who were very influential in the community in their
professions or in business. And it only became more democratic
as time went on. It was beginning to be so, I think, in my time.
But it eventually became completely so.

So it was from the League of Women Voters that Leslie went to
become executive of the Rosenburg Foundation?

Yes, I think that was a direct switch. She may have done
something in the interval between--

Had she been a league member herself, a member of the center?
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I don't think so. In other words, was she picked from the
membership to be the executive? No.

Nowadays quite often that happens.

Oh, sure. No, I don't think so. I think that these women were
anxious to have an efficient person and a person of good breeding
and someone who could deal with them and with the community. And
they picked her as the executive director and she was extremely
good, of course. Oh, I thoroughly enjoyed working with her and
we became very, very good friends, of course. And Miss Arnold,
who was the office secretary, Evelyn Arnold, went over with me
into the NYA. She became our receptionist and sort of general
greeter.

Lessons Learned ##

[I have one more question to wrap up the NYA.] I wondered if
there were any lessons that you learned or things from the
experience that affected your handling of subsequent career
moves.

Well, there was no question that as an administrative experience,
it was tremendously valuable in terms of knowing how to pick
staff and so forth. It was enormously helpful to my whole
development, of course. And it was a tremendously interesting
experience. I mean, you felt that you were doing something very
important at a time when what you were doing was very necessary.

I have thought over and over that we should have a program
of that sort during this current period when youngsters are
joining gangs and buying guns and all this sort of thing. There
was nothing like that in those days. I mean, youngsters didn't
feel they were totally abandoned or that nobody gave a thought to
what they did with their lives. It seems to me that was an
extremely valuable thing.

Was your sense that, from 1935 to '39, the NYA and the Civilian
Conservation Corps between them pretty much took up most of the
young people who needed jobs?

I think so. I don't think there were very many stray people who
had nothing to do and no place to go. I don't think so. I think
they were extremely valuable programs. And I think we should
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have them in any situation where the social condition is
deteriorated.

Were there eligibility standards?
No. Age, that's all.

[How were young people recruited?] Were there stories in the
newspaper that these programs were available and young people
were invited to come by or stop in?

Oh, yes. There was plenty of newspaper publicity about the fact
that the program was being instituted. And, of course, the
schools took a large part of the responsibility for letting the
school-age population know that these opportunities existed.
Schools and universities also were extremely cooperative and
really did as good a job as could be done at developing work that
was legitimate. I mean, legitimate in the sense that it wasn't
just made work with no significance, and supervising it. I think
it was extremely good and very well handled and could be again,
of course.

I happened to be looking at U.C. enrollment figures in the
twenties and thirties a couple of days ago and you could see a
drop in enrollment until about '36 and then it goes up again and
then, of course, it took a major drop during the war years.

Yes, of course.

I suppose it was useful to the colleges, too, that they could
keep their enrollment fairly steady.

But I think this is a better way of dealing with economic
problems than forcing youngsters to pile up enormous debts. I
mean, let them earn part of their way through school so they
don't have this hanging over their heads. Now the youngest of my
so-called grandchildren went to medical school and I hate to
think of the loans he'll have accumulated by the time he's
finished his training.

Serving on the 1948 Grand Jury

Here's one more picture of you. This was in 1948--

In the grand jury.



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

102

--in the San Francisco Grand Jury. What kind of experience was
that?

A rather disillusioning one. Members of the grand jury are
nominated by judges of the superior court, and there are no
eligibility requirements other than age and residence. The
result is a group of individuals with differences in education,
outlook, and experience. Preliminary examination by the district
attorney, in my case Pat [Edmund G., Sr.] Brown, merely serves to
reveal any strong feelings or prejudices which would impair
impartial judgement. On the whole, the group with which I served
was pretty mediocre.

One member of the grand jury I sat on was the head of the
Yellow Cab Company. His name was Pettitt, and he kept urging me
to come to dinner before the meetings. And I would always say,
"That's awfully kind, but I really do like to have dinner with my
husband.”

But he always thought of little things to make me feel
better as the lone woman on the jury. There were dinners from
time to time, they would be in a restaurant and we'd all attend.
One time we had music supplied by Mr. Pettitt. And what did they
play as we came in? "“One Alone!"

Did they tease you in general about being theéir mascot or their
one woman?

No, no. They were just not inspired about anything.
What did the group get accomplished?

Oh, nothing. Well, we decided whether suspects should be brought
to trial. Then we studied the departments of the city and
recommended what should be done with them, if anything. That was
the job of the grand jury. Now they divide the functions of the
grand jury into two parts. One is the criminal part and the
other is the survey of departmental activity. But we did both
and both very badly.

Well, thank you so much for a long day.

I'm afraid I've worn you out.
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VII CAREER IN BIOCHEMISTRY, 1940-1972

(Date of Interview: March 10, 1995]##!

Scientific Education, Part Two

Dettner: Let's not be so rigid. [The interviewer had addressed her as "Mrs.
Dettner."] My name is Anne.

Hughes: I'm interested particularly in your scientific career, since Gaby
has done a very nice job covering your nonscientific career. I know
you spent some time at Stanford Medical School, which of course in
those years was in San Francisco. Can you tell me how that came
about?

Dettner: I can indeed. I left Berkeley in 1926, the year that I should have
taken my B.A. and couldn't get it because I had this mixed-up major.
I had entered the university as a pre-med student, and after my
first taste of biochemistry, I decided that was my field and I
wanted to make it my major. In those days it was not possible.
There was only one course, which is the course given to the first-
year medical students, and only one volume of text. There was no
way to have a biochemistry major. My faculty advisors cooked up a
mixed-up program for me with lots of chemistry, chiefly organic
chemistry, and a lot of biological subjects. By the time it came
time for my taking my B.A., I didn't have the right assortment and
alignment of units. So in some disgust I departed and thought,
"I'1l come back and get that degree some other time."

Hughes: Why were you attracted to biochemistry?

Dettner: Because it seemed to me to be the subject that was basic in
medicine. I realized when I got into the subject, even as

This interview session was conducted by Sally Hughes, ROHO specialist in
science and medicine. A few of Mrs. Dettner's comments from Tape 2, Side B are
included.
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superficially as that one course allowed me teo do, that it was not
the clinical aspect of medicine that I wanted to do. I wanted to
understand the basics, and that was biochemistry. There was no
other choice at that time.

Anyway, I tried to get a job. I went all over San Francisco,

to the Hooper Foundation! and everywhere I thought a budding
scientist of my sort might have a chance.

Clinical Pathology Technician, Stanford Medical School

The only person who would talk to me at all was Dr. Harry Wyckoff,
who was clinical pathologist at Stanford Medical School and who was
himself a very devoted and distinguished hematologist. He said
quite frankly, "We'd have to have six months to teach you before we
can think about employment." I was more than happy to think I could
do that. So I did for six months learn all the principles of
clinical pathology and worked for a little while in the Stanford
laboratory which served the private patients.

Dr. Wyckoff allowed me then to join him in the late afternoon
and evening, and I would really work with him on the research
aspects of his interest in hematology. I learned a tremendous lot,
of course, doing that. At the end of the apprentice period, he sent
me downstairs in the old Lane Hospital to run the clinical
laboratory for the clinic's outpatients.

Was it unusual at your tender age to be given that responsibility?

I succeeded a man who was really irresponsible and not a very good
teacher. Not only did the lab serve the clinic patients, both
ambulatory and hospitalized, but it served as a training ground for
future technicians. He really wasn't very good at either job and
had a slap-dash approach. He was a person of inadequate education
himself, and without any real interest in science.

To my great surprise, I was asked to take over the operation of
the clinical lab. It was also a training spot for laboratory
technicians. I held that position for several years. Then I pretty
much dropped out of the work scene altogether, because I married,
very mistakenly and unfortunately. It was then that I became

!0riginally a separate institution administered directly by the University
of California Regents, in 1958 the George Williams Hooper Foundation for Medical
Research was made an organized institute within the university school of
medicine, later designated UC San Francisco.
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interested in all the civic activities in which I was subsequently
involved.

What year did you marry Earl Treadwell?

1930.

So you were pretty young still.

I was still young. I was quite young when I became president of the

League of Women Voters. I'm trying to tell my history
chronologically.

Crocker Radiation Laboratory Technician, University of California,
Berkeley; Early Neutron Therapy

It was after my having directed the NYA program in California that I
really wanted very much to get back into what I thought of as my own
field. Dr. Wyckoff, who had been my mentor at Stanford, and with
whom I'd done all this work, wrote to John Lawrence and said he
thought that John might find me useful in some capacity.

Why did he pick out John Lawrence, do you suppose?

He felt that new and exciting things were going on at the Radiation
Lab! [at the University of California, Berkeley], and he knew I
would be interested from that point of view. I think he thought I
was a good, solid, hard-working drudge when I needed to be and that
Doctor Lawrence might find me useful. T was delighted to go over to
the Berkeley 1lab.

Do you remember what year that was?

Forty. I remember perfectly. I had a completely unstructured job
because the lab itself was an unstructured operation.

Now you're talking about Crocker [Radiation Laboratory].

I'm talking about Crocker. Crocker was the whole Radiation Lab at
that time. The cyclotron was there in that building and patients
were coming for neutron therapy. There was this big operation of
treating terminal cancer patients with neutrons, not with any
thought that they were going to be cured by the cyclotron, but
because there was a vast interest in knowing what neutron treatment
did to human tissues.

'Now Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory.
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Just incidentally, I have wondered, particularly since
[Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy] Mrs. [Hazel] O'Leary
started an interest in the history of therapy with these materials,
whether those patients did give informed consent or whether they
were just told, We have a new form of radiation therapy that we're
going to try.

The people at San Francisco General Hospital who received the
bodies of these patients for autopsy said that it was indescribable
what had happened to their tissues from the neutrons. Of course,
they later did determine that the doses were prohibitively high.

By today's standards?

By any standards. But, of course, they were learning what they were
dealing with in terms of biological effects of neutrons.

I've never discovered any consent forms in looking through the
[Ernest 0.] Lawrence papers and the archives at UCSF.

I think it was quite in keeping with the methods of the time not to
require consent, with respect to what the cyclotron made possible.
These patients were all from San Francisco General Hospital, in
terminal condition from various forms of cancer. They would come to
Berkeley by bus and would be returned to the hospital after their
treatment.

So they were charity patients.

That's right. And they were all terminal cases. Nobody ever
anticipated any therapeutic benefit, of course, but there was the
opportunity to see what the biological effect of neutrons was.

After World War II there was a tussle between the medical school and
Donner Lab over control of patient research, the medical school
maintaining that anything that involved patients must be okayed by
them. Beginning in the mid- to late forties, there was dissension
about the growing clinical work that was going on at Berkeley.

I have no doubt of it, but I have no knowledge concerning it, as I
was no longer in Berkeley.

Robert [S.] Stone, I know, was involved with neutron therapy. Was
he always there, on the site at Crocker, when the patients were
treated?

He came, not in the same bus, but right along and was there and
supervised the treatment; absolutely.

Say something about him as a personality.
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Dettner: I, of course, knew him intimately. He was chairman of the
department of radiology at the medical school. He was a very nice
man and definitely an old-school radiologist, not modern in the
sense that my husband [Bela (Bertram) V.A. Low-Beer) was. I think
he probably was not much of a therapist. Medical school training in
radiology before that time emphasized diagnostics, which is largely
concerned with anatomy--structure--while therapy, of course, is
intimately concerned with physiology.

Hughes: Was Stone interested in the idea that neutron therapy would have
therapeutic use?

Dettner: Doctor Stone was, of course, interested in anything which might in
any way alter or affect the practice of radiology, and I think the
Radiation Laboratory wanted to be protected by having an actual
radiologist involved in the experimental use of neutrons. They
would have been very foolish not to. There was nobody in the Rad
Lab who was a physician in that field. John Lawrence was an
internist. He had no special knowledge about radiation therapy. I
think the Rad Lab felt they didn't want to embark on a program
involving the treatment of people without a certified radiologist in
charge.

Hughes: Do you know anything about how they determined dosage?

Dettner: I think it was entirely hit and miss. Look, they were working
blind. The cyclotron was a new facility that had never existed in
the world before. What they were trying to do was find out what its
effects were under varying conditions, to determine its potential
value as a therapeutic agent.

Hughes: Now there had been some animal work, I know.

Dettner: Lots of it. But not in the sense that patients were being exposed
to neutrons. Our animal work would consist largely of injecting
plutonium into animals and seeing what happened and how fast they
got rid of it and how soon it killed them and how it affected them.
Autopsies would determine what tissues were affected and how. From
the very beginning Crocker Lab had a big animal colony, so there
were plenty of rats and mice always on hand for research. The
subject was so new that there were unlimited avenues for
investigation.

Hughes: Were you present during some of these sessions with the neutron
therapy?

Dettner: No, I had nothing whatever do with the neutron therapy except.to
monitor the blood status of the patients by taking frequent blood
counts while patients were under treatment.
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My husband didn't have anything to do with it either. He was
much more interested in the side that I was, which was the effect of
artificial radioisotopes and the determination of appropriate dosage
and the metabolic behavior of these materials.

Describe what you did when you first arrived.
I had a completely unstructured job, because they really hadn't

worked out their goals or methods. I more or less did what came to
hand.

Monitoring Patients

One of the things that I did was to monitor the blood status of the
patients who were getting neutron therapy. That was important to
know. It was one of the indices of what the neutrons were doing to
them.

So the exposure to neutrons was reflected in the blood count?
Oh, certainly.
Do you remember what would happen exactly?

Yes, their white count would be lowered markedly, and frequently the
red-cell count too. They had blood pictures that were not good to
start with but the effects of neutron irradiation were certainly
present. I suppose that work could have been published but I don't
think anybody was very keen to have it published, so it never was.
It was not the most encouraging prospect for neutron therapy. 1In
the light of subsequent work, it was realized that the neutron doses
administered to these patients were inadmissibly high.

Radiophosphorus for Therapeutic Use

As I say, my job was unstructured, and I could more or less do what
I wanted, apart from a few things like, as I said, monitoring the
blood status of the neutron patients. I was a shipping agent for
radiocactive phosphorous.

Radiocactive phosphorous, P32, because of the ubiquitous
distribution of phosphorous, provided a means of delivering
therapeutic doses to blood forming organs. For many years it was
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the treatment of choice for chronic leukemias and it was somewhat
useful in other blood dyscrasias.!

There was therefore a widespread demand for P3? from clinicians
all over the United States. Their requirements were supplied from
the Berkeley lab, and I was responsible for filling the requests.

Who was making the isotopes?
The isotopes were being made in the cyclotron.
I know. But who specifically? Anybody who happened to be using it?

A group of young scientists including Cornelius A. Tobias, Ken
Scott, and several other people. They were supervised, of course,
by Ernest Lawrence. John Lawrence? didn't, as I can recall, have
anything to do with the cyclotron personally.

Was he working with the radioisotopes?

Yes, he was running this whole P3? program. In addition to sending
P32 all over the country, we had a sort of clinic going for people
coming from all over the United States to get treatment for
leukemias and polycythemias. That was part of what went on. Then
there was a certain amount of animal work.

Did patients start coming for P3? in the 1930s, before the war?

Oh, yes, indeed. I'm trying to recall. I went over to Berkeley in
1940; I forget what month, but early in the year, I think. As I
said, the main thing that was going on was the neutron therapy for
the cancer patients, but also a certain amount of treatment of blood
dyscrasias, mostly leukemia. There was an enormous mail-order
business getting P3? spread all over the country. For years P¥ was
the treatment of choice for chronic leukemias.

Were those samples sent out free of charge?

I don't know. If there was a business aspect to it, I don't know
anything about it.

How physically were they sent?

!The first use of radiophosphorus in treating leukemia at Berkeley was in
1937, according to Centennial Record of the University of California, Berkeley:

1968, 324.

2Scott and John Lawrence are the subject of oral histories available at The
Bancroft Library.
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We packaged them and sent them.

As what?

Liquid, in little vials.

P32 has a relatively short half-life; isn't it about fifteen hours?
No, about two weeks. But they had to get it out promptly and they
had to be used promptly on arrival. As a result of the

popularity of P32 over the whole country, people who could
frequently made the trip to Berkeley for treatment.

How was it given?

Intravenously.

With just one dose?

No, it was always a series of doses. Because, as you said, the
half-life is so short, two weeks, the dose has to be renewed
constantly to keep up a level.

Where did those patients stay during the course of treatment?

I don't know because patients were responsible for making their own
living arrangements.

That was up to them? Was there a hospital on the Berkeley campus at
that point?

No, but there is no reason to hospitalize patients who are receiving
P32, They remain ambulatory and are able to carry on their
activities without interruption.

Were there side effects to P3 treatment?

No. It really is a very mild method of treatment.

Physical Layout of the Laboratory

Describe the physical layout of Crocker Lab.
There was a little building. You know the story about that. -

I've only seen pictures.
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You entered and on one side was a small office which was occupied by
John Lawrence. Across the hall from that was a large room which had
benches all around the windows, and where all kinds of activities
could be carried on. Off of that room was a smaller room which was
the animal room, where we kept a large colony of mice and quite a
few rats and a few rabbits. The cyclotron was at the opposite end
of the building from the front door. It occupied about one-third of
the building at the back. Between the front and the cyclotron,
there were little offices. Joseph Hamilton had an office and maybe
somebody else had an office, and there were little rooms where
patients could be treated and allowed to rest after treatment. That
was all there was to it. Maybe about four such rooms.

And by the time you arrived, it was the sixty-inch cyclotron, the
so-called medical cyclotron?

Right.
Was it a sophisticated-looking instrument?
To me it certainly was. I suppose a physicist would say it was as

primitive as a kettle drum. .

Diego Rivera's Visit

We had some interesting times. My family always seemed to be a
magnet for artistic people and musical people. They were always
coming to visit. -One time Diego Rivera, the Mexican artist, was in
San Francisco. When Rivera heard that I had anything whatever to do
with the cyclotron, he almost died of interest and curiosity. Such
a structure to him would be very challenging.

With my breath held, I said to John Lawrence one day, "You know
Diego Rivera is in San Francisco and above all things he would love
to see the cyclotron. What do you think about it?" He said, "Why
not? Wonderful." To have heard that Rivera was a hot Communist
would have shocked the Lawrences no end, so I didn't mention his
political preferences at all.

John was all for plenty of publicity and let's get people to
understand the great work that's going on over here. At any rate,
Rivera arrived with his small retinue and John took them to lunch,
asked me to join them for lunch, and I said I couldn't. I was too
busy. '

You didn't want to get into the politics?
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I didn't want to get into the politics. And there were no politics
because Rivera was just thrilled at the spectacle of this tremendous
machine and what it could do. So it all went off very smoothly.

Also at the same time, I was able to get John a $50,000 grant
from a local family foundation of which I knew the director very
well.

Was that Columbia?
Yes. So all of this cemented John's feelings toward me somewhat.

That was when Marjorie Elkus was their executive. How had you
gotten to know her?

Many members of the Elkus family had been friends of my family over
the years, and I had been active in many ways which brought me into
contact with people in San Francisco. I had great admiration for
the Radiation Lab and I thought its efforts should be promoted and
supported.

I should say, too, that I was working for $125 a month. After
my [first] conversation with John, he then wrote me saying that he
would like very much to have me join the staff, and he would offer
me $1400 a year. It was still very much the Depression and this was
a chance to get into what I hoped was my own field so, of course, I
grabbed it.

So you were thinking of making a career in research in this area.
Yes, I had done all these public things and they interested me very
much, but I realized they weren't the whole basis for a life. I
wanted to get back to my major interest, which was biochemistry.
What position did you have?

You can't call it anything. I just was there. It was the most

unstructured situation. I suppose some fiscal authority had to have
some title for me, but I don't have any idea what it was.

John H. Lawrence, M.D.

You alluded to John Lawrence and his interest, which certainly was
shared with his brother, in publicizing what the cyclotron could do.
What was he like as a person? :

He was a very nice person. I always liked him very much and T felt
that he treated me with great consideration. He was very supportive
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of Bela Low-Beer, too, whom he admired and whom he believed was a
valuable contributor to scientific progress.

Did he come across as the head of the show, so to speak?

John? Oh, no, Ernest was head of the show. Nobody could come near.
John was not--what shall T say? People always liked John, but there
was nothing flamboyant about him; nothing that suggested genius at
work, really not. They were Norwegians [in background] and I always
thought that both Ernest and John were a little stodgy in a
Scandinavian way, if you know what I mean.

I do know what you mean.

And John more so than Ernest. Ernest was far more outgoing, I
think. But John was a very nice person, and he really was a very
good friend to my husband and to me, too.

Do you think there was any feeling on John Lawrence's part of being
in the shadow?

Perhaps. Everybody revered Ernest as though he walked on clouds and
the rest of us walked in the gutter.

Would you say John had to establish his own position?

Maybe, although his position was totally different. Ernest had no
qualifications in medicine and John was a full-fledged medical
person. There should have been enough career separation to avoid
any kind of friction. I think John absolutely revered Ernest, as
most people did. But it's hard to say.

Joseph G. Hamilton, M.D.

You've talked a little bit about Joseph Hamilton off tape. Would
you mind repeating what he was like as a person and also how he
dealt with his own personal safety?

He didn't deal with it at all. He took every chance you could
possibly take. Joe Hamilton was very sure of himself, and he was
somewhat overbearing. He was determined to make a great name for
himself. He was rash and likely to take chances. The chances he
took with himself belied his own scientific knowledge. He was a
driver and pushed very hard for a great reputation. L

Did you feel he was competent?

I think there was no question he was competent.
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He came from neurology, I understand. I guess everybody working
with artificial isotopes at that time had to pretty much start from
scratch.

I was going to say everybody had to come from some other background,
because this field hadn't existed previously. I guess he was
probably a very competent physician. I don't know, because I never
saw him function as a physician. But he was overbearing and he was
ambitious, enormously ambitious.

Where was he in the hierarchy of Crocker Radiation Lab?

He was right [in] close to John and Ernest.

Metabolic Studies on Plutonium and Radiocactive Strontium

So the two of them were pretty much running the laboratory?

Yes. Although I think Joe had very little interest in
administration as such. He wanted very much to push the
possibilities of plutonium.

##

That was the overriding interest. One could almost say that the
interest at Crocker at that time was either neutrons or plutonium.

The plutonium came during the war, didn't it?

You mean on account of the bomb? I mean in consideration of the
biological effects of these new kinds of radiation, plutonium on one
hand and the neutrons on the other. The use of P*? was just
incidental and a very minor part of the major focus, which was on
plutonium.

Well, the subject that has been in the news lately is that of
injections of humans with plutonium that occurred in those years.
Were you aware of any of those going on?

No.

Was that because plutonium was a classified topic? Would it
directly follow that the research with human subjects would not have
been commonly talked about?

Quite right.

It was a secret subject then.
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Yes. The treatment of human people with P3%2, for instance, was well
known and no holds barred on that. It was also perfectly
acknowledged that a lot of animal work was being done with other
radioactive isotopes such as strontium, and many others. That was
the purpose of the animal colony.

This book, as you know, goes into a whole lot of detail about
the uses of a great many radioactive isotopes in biological
research.! My husband and I did several experiments. There's one
I'm looking for, the strontium. [Looks through book.]

Was this when you developed the bioassay procedures?

No. There was no bioassay program at Berkeley at this time. That
was later.

Now this was all animal work, right?
Yes.
You were never involved in any research involving human beings?

No. Except to monitor what was happening to them if they were under
therapy. For example, we did a study of the uptake of strontium in
bone. Strontium is a bone-seeker and skin-seeker; it was through
this knowledge that my husband developed the use of strontium as a
therapy in that horrible disease where the skin is involved--mycosis
fungoides.

Anyway, the metabolic behavior of these isotopes constitutes an
extremely important avenue of research. Their affinities and their
biological behavior could never have been traced except that they
were radioactive. One could study a great many pathological
conditions and determine not only the therapeutic effect of these
isotopes, but learn something about the condition itself, which made
[the studies] extremely important.

Much later, in my work at the [Berkeley] Radiation Lab, I did a
number of studies of the metabolism of the transplutonium elements,
which are interesting too. They, too, have their affinities as you
will read in the reprint of my article on the bioassay of
transplutonium elements.? It gives you a picture of this [process].

!Bertram V.A. Low-Beer, The Clinical Uses of Radioisotopes, Springfield,

Il1linois:

Charles C. Thomas, 1950.

2Anne deG. Low-Beer [Dettner], "Bioassay of transplutonium elements,” in
Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology. H.C. Hodge, J. N. Stannard, and J.B.
Hursh, eds., vol. 36, 1973, 593-611.



116

Hughes: Do you remember when you started working with the transplutonium
elements?

Dettner: Not until I went back to the [Berkeley] lab in 1960.
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VIII LIFE WITH BELA (BERTRAM V.A.) LOW-BEER, 1941-1955

Dr. Low-Beer at the Berkeley Radiation Lab and University of
California Medical School

This would be a good place to talk about Doctor Low-Beer.

Bela arrived in 1941 and we did a lot of work together at the
Berkeley Radiation Lab. I should mention, I guess, that he
originally applied for an immigration visa for the United States in
1935 because he had attended an international radiological congress
in the East in that year. He visited a lot of research centers and
was tremendously impressed with the opportunities and facilities for
research that didn't exist in Europe, to anything like the degree
that we had them here.

So he went home to Prague. He had no ties. He wasn't married
or anything that would keep him in Czechoslovakia, and he thought,
"] want to go to the United States and I feel that I could really
develop my career there better than anywhere.”" So he applied for an
immigration visa, but it didn't come through and didn't come
through.

Finally he had to leave Czechoslovakia on account of the Nazis
influence, so he went and spent some time at the Curie Institute in
Paris, and then he went to Birmingham [England] where there was a
cyclotron,! although I don't think their cyclotron was as versatile
as Lawrence's. He was there when the blitz of England was going on
full-force.

The person in charge of that cyclotron was a Professor Oliphant
from Australia, Marcus Oliphant, who became a great friend of my
husband. He said, "When you get to the United States, you would
make the greatest mistake 1f you settled anywhere without first
having a visit at the Berkeley Radiation Laboratory."

Balance of this paragraph from Tape 9.
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Bela was already very much interested in radioactive isotopes,
and the only one available from the Birmingham cyclotron was
radiocactive iodine. So while he was there as a visitor, he did some
work with that and was extremely interested in seeing how one can
trace the course of absorption and excretion of any chemical
material through the factor of its radioactivity.

So he did write to Ernest Lawrence and said he would very much
appreciate the opportunity to visit the Radiation Lab when he came
to the United States. He, of course, was invited. Professor
Oliphant had also said to him, "Now don't make just a short visit,
running in and running out. You plan to stay several months and
you'll find it extremely interesting." So he did.

The medical school! had its eye on him from the start, and the
minute his visit was over he was invited to join the faculty, which
he did at the beginning of 1943. He joined the faculty and then
within a year effected the separation of the therapy and diagnostic
aspects of radiology and became chairman of the therapeutic end.

Up until then it had been together?

It was usually combined. In early days, radiologists were trained
chiefly for diagnostics which is a discipline based on structure.
Anatomy is its basis. Bela had already realized that therapy is a
separate field of medicine concerned with function, and greatly
enlarged by the existence of chemicals that could be made
radioactive.

Had he, in Prague, been practicing therapeutic radiology?
Yes. He was always a therapeutic radiologist. He had his education
at the famous Charles University in Prague and then spent a couple

of years in Berlin in postdoctoral training. But always his field
was therapy, not diagnostics.

Did he use radium as well as x-rays?
Oh, yes.
I thought it was interesting that he wasn't at the medical

school any time before they split the department. Dr. Stone, the
chairman, was very amenable. 1 think he recognized that he had in

" Bela a real authority, and it certainly worked out extremely well.

There is really no reason why those two specialties should be
combined in a department of radiology.

What had happened to neutron therapy by 19437

Now the University of California, San Francisco.



Dettner:

Hughes:

Dettner:
Hughes:

Dettner:

Dettner:

Hughes:

Dettner:

Hughes:

Dettner:

Hughes:

119

It was pretty much over. The patients who received it were all
terminal cancer patients recruited from San Francisco General
Hospital, and it was there that they all came to autopsy. The cries
about the condition of their tissues when they came to autopsy
became pretty loud and so it was generally decided neutrons are not
good for people. However, it was also realized that the neutron
doses used on these patients were inadmissibly high.

Another thing that happened too, is that Robert Stone went to
Chicago during the war. Do you remember that? He became associated
with the war effort. So he was not even there on the scene of
neutron therapy.

No, Earl Miller was there.

Earl Miller took over. Did he take over the neutron therapy?

No. The neutron therapy by that time was not going on any more.

Marriage and Working Together

I was more or less drafted for a war job about the time that Bela
finished his visit to the Berkeley lab. I decided I had better do
this [and be] part of the war effort.

What was the job?

It was in the War Manpower Commission, and it was chiefly concerned
with the recruitment of women.! I joined the regional staff, which
was headquartered in San Francisco and covered five western states.
My job was going around and seeing that women were getting into the
labor force and that they were being treated properly when they got
there.

So you had to completely give up science?

I did for that time. Then Bela and I were married before the war
was over; in 1944. 1 think he sort of missed me [at the medical
school,] because he was always grinding out a paper. As I said
before [off tape], I was more helpful to him on the English than
anything else. He didn't need any help on the ‘science.

You said that you immediately began to work with him when he
arrived in Berkeley. ‘

For additional information on the manpower commission, see Chapter X.
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He was so delighted, because I wasn't so occupied that I couldn't
give a lot of attention to his needs. His needs were getting
material cast in proper English that somebody else could understand.

You weren't working at the bench with him?

We did. We did all these animal studies which are recited in the
book. We did those together.

So those studies were begun in his Berkeley days?

A great many of them, anyway, are from his time in Berkeley. Then
the medical school gave me an appointment as a research fellow in
radiology. This was to calm Dr. Stone's nerves, because if I were
injured, nobody would be responsible if I didn't have an actual
appointment. I couldn't have employment with pay, because that's
nepotism, but I could have an appointment. So they gave me an
appointment as a research fellow in radiology.

Was that the end of your official tie with Crocker?
Yes, [for that period anyway].
You moved across to San Francisco?

I worked there with Bela as long as he lived [1955] and a year or so
beyond. I put together some of his last work so that it was ready
for publication.

Was there anybody else in the therapeutic section?
At the hospital?
Yes.

Yes, he had some postdoc students. But they, of course, didn't stay
forever. Several of them are men--I can't think of any women--who
have become well known in their field and who chose to be trained in
therapeutic radiology.

Did Robert Stone let the two of you run your show?

Yes. He was very impressed with Bela, no question. Bela aroused
different reactions in different people. Dr. Stone was wise enough
to know that he [Bela] could make an enormous contribution to the
field of radiology, so he was very encouraging and saw to it that he
had what he needed. Some other people were jealous and made it
difficult. These things happen in any kind of school, but in
medicine particularly.
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We've talked a long time but I {would like to include the] remark
that you made off tape [about] your contribution to your husband's
work.

- It's a fact that I wrote the whole book except the physics.

[Bela's] English by that time was a lot better, but it wasn't really
good. Also, I knew the work thoroughly, and some of it was my own
work.

There is one particular study with strontium which is
attributed to me.! T was the senior author on the paper because John
Lawrence insisted on it. Bela would never have thought that was a
good idea, and he didn't.

Is that an instance where the fact that you were a woman made a
difference?

It only made a difference as far as my personal relationship with
Bela was concerned.,. It didn't make a difference to John Lawrence.
He thought I should be the senior author of the paper, and in fact
he insisted that I be it. He said [to my husband], "You've had the
last two papers; it's Anne's turn." In each of [those] cases, I had
organized the project and carried it through; then I wrote it up.

Did you work as a team?
The best thing in our relationship was our working relationship; it
was always great. When we were no longer occupied with some

project, it could be difficult. He was a temperamental foreigner
and he was terribly jealous of his reputation.

Bela's Successor, Franz Buschke, M.D.

Does the name Franz Buschke mean anything to you?

It certainly does.

As I remember, he was also doing therapeutic radiology.

He was a therapeutic radiologist, and he was working at the Anderson
Clinic at the University of Washington in Seattle. When Bela died,

our great friend Lewis Morrison, who was in ENT [ear, nose and
throat specialist] and very much a force in the medical school,

A,

Lawrence.

deG. Treadwell [Dettner], B.V.A. Low-Beer, H.L. Friedell, and J. H.

"Metabolic studies on neoplasms of bone with the aid of radioactive

strontium." American Journal of Medical Science, 1942, 204: 521.



Hughes:

Dettner:

Hughes:

Dettner:

Hughes:

Dettner:

122

called me almost immediately. Of course, he knew of Bela's illness.
They were very very close friends.

I don't think it was more than a week after Bela had died that
Lew asked me to come over. He said, "We've got to be very careful
about getting somebody to fill that niche in therapeutic radiology,
because now it is an established niche. Who are your choices for
therapeutic radiologist?" 1 had about five names which I gave him,
and Buschke was the choice. Buschke had been down here to visit
Bela not too long before he died, and he stayed with us while he was
here. He was an old friend from Germany. He seemed the natural
successor. He was delighted to come to the medical school. So that
was that.

Did you work with him?
No. As I say, I stayed on about a year or more, but only to get

Bela's work put together in some form that it could either be
published or not.

Radiation Safety Committee at the Medical School

Let's talk about the memo I showed you, written by your husband,
about the instigation of a statewide radiation safety committee.

President [Robert Gordon] Sproul ordered the setting up of the
committee and named Bela as chairman of it from the very beginning.!
One of the things that the committee provided for was that there be
a committee on radiation safety in every facility that operated a
radiological lab.

You said off tape that it was a bit of an irony that your husband
became chairman of the committee.

It was ironic that he developed leukemia, because he was obsessed
with the question of safety at all times, although he hadn't been in
his own practice in Prague. In his own practice in Prague he was
using instruments which, I guess, he thought he knew how to use
safely. But here, in San Francisco, with the place just awash with
materials that were exuding radiation, that was quite a different
story. He felt that the strictest rules should be applied in every

'According to the memo, the Committee on Radiological Safety and Human
Applications of Radioactive Materials was appointed by Dean Francis Smyth of the
School of Medicine on July 6, 1949. Special Collections, UCSF Library, exact
source unknown.
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single laboratory where people were working with these radioactive
materials.

How were those rules enforced?

They were enforced, I presume, just through the intelligence of the
people on the committee who knew what they were working with and had
guidelines and saw to it that they were followed. I mean, what else
could you do? Of course, there is a group, which operates in all
labs of this sort, called the health physics people. They go around
and monitor the environment using Geiger counters and similar
instruments to see if there's radiation loose around anyplace. But
that's it. The facilities at least are kept pure as possible. Then
the bioassay program sees to it that the workers themselves are kept
uncontaminated. If they are contaminated, appropriate steps are
taken to alleviate this condition.

Dr. Low-Beer's Leukemia

The other, poignant irony that you pointed out off tape in
connection with his chairmanship of the committee was that at that
point he must have been developing leukemia himself, dating back to
these unshielded machines in Prague. '

The leukemia could not have been apparent for very long before his
diagnosis was established, because it was a rule at the medical
school that anyone working with or about or near radiation had his
blood count taken every three months without any question.

We had been on sabbatical, so we had been away for nine months.
We came back, and the technician came around one morning and said,
"Oh, I guess I don't have to bother you, Dr. Low-Beer." So she went
on her way. Then she came back and said, "They say I have to get
your blood count anyway, even though you've been away." And there
it was.

There had been no symptoms?

Not at all, because he didn't have any blood counts taken while we
were on sabbatical. Until we went, he had a blood count every three
months just like all people working around radiation.

Did he take P32?

Yes. At that time, and for quite a long time afterwards, it was
considered the treatment of choice for chronic leukemias, and also
it had some usefulness in polycythemia and certain other blood
dyscrasias.
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Did it help your husband?

Symptomatically, it's wonderful. It doesn't do anything to prolong
life. The statistical average for longevity after diagnosis of
chronic myeloid leukemia is four years and eight months. TIf one has
P32 treatments, the time is exactly the same, but one doesn't have a
lot of the symptoms. It's very good at controlling symptoms.

Nobody could have been more active than he was until three months
before he died.

Did he have to retire?

He was in the hospital. He was just completely shot. He found hot
water very comforting. We had built a house in Larkspur at the
beginning of his illness because he really was eager not to have to
spend weekends in San Francisco. It was a very good thing to have
done. He was interested in the garden; he worked hard in the
garden. In fact he could do everything. This is what P32 does: It
enables one to carry on one's life completely as though one were
well, until the moment comes when it's no longer effective.

Hamilton's Leukemia##

Two years later [1957] Joseph Hamilton [also] died of leukemia. Was
it myeloid?

It was myeloid, but I think it was acute when it was diagnosed. I'm
pretty sure it was because it just happened that our niece, Mary,
was still in school but she had a job at the Radiation Lab, and she
was taking blood counts. This is rather interesting--she was the
technician who took Joe Hamilton's blood count, the decisive blood
count. She was simply appalled. She saw this and she didn't know
what to do.

Obviously, she didn't rush to Joe Hamilton and tell him what
she'd seen but she talked to someone. She didn't talk to John
Lawrence. She talked to one of the doctors. It was disclosed to
Doctor John Lawrence. I don't know how frequently they did blood
counts in Donner at that point.

So if it was acute leukemia, that must have been 1956 or 1957, very
close to when he actually died.

It was. He didn't live more than a few months after the diagnosis.

What do you suspect to have been the source of his problem?
Exposure?
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He was very confident, and he was very dedicated to investigation.
He felt everything was to be learned from the use of the new
radioactive materials that the cyclotron produced. But he was very
careless. He apparently never realized the danger to himself of the
methods he was using.

After his diagnosis was established, it was found that he had
powerful [radioactive] sources just open in his desk. It just does
not bespeak a very careful attitude. He was very self-confident,
and he was very dedicated to pushing his knowledge just as far as he
could with these new tools, but he did not take the precautions that
would have been wise.

How was external radiation being measured?

How do you mean?

How did they know what the cyclotron was emitting?
You mean what the absorbed [biological] dose would be?
That's part of it.

I don't know that they really had any good method of determining the
absorbed dose. But they knew, of course, what [type of radiation]
left the cyclotron and was directed to the tissues of the person.
But in Bela's book, the part about physics, there's a whole lot of
discussion about [tissue] penetration and how you measure it, which
would apply as much to neutrons as to any of the other types of
radiation.

For example, Bela was extremely interested in the possibility
of using cobalt as a radiation source for external treatment,
because of its stability and because the isotope emits radiation in
one channel only. So its energy is constant and also has a very
long half-life. 1In other words, it contributes to the accuracy of
dosimetry, as ordinary x-rays and radium do not. It's considered a
very desirable tool for whole-body radiation. As I say, there's a
lot of material in this book that describes exactly how it's
measured and how it behaves.

Do you remember what the reaction of radiologists was in those early
days to the use of radioisotopes in therapy?

I don't think I can tell you much except to say that the demand for
P32 was universal. Everybody in the country, every medical person
who had leukemia patients, was using it. Leukemia is a hopeless
condition. You know it's only going to get worse. You know the
patient is going to die. If there's anything that will prolong his
life a week or give him any comfort you want to use it, if you're a
conscientious doctor.
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When P32 was first being used, I don't think anybody hoped that
it would actually effect a cure, but they thought it might prolong
life considerably. But it doesn't. What it does is relieve
symptoms enormously so that the patient can lead a perfectly normal
life until the very end when everything blows up, nothing does any
good.

[Would you have helped develop the method] I read about that Dr.
Low-Beer developed for treating certain types of skin cancer?!

No. He made little circles of blotting paper which he immersed in a
solution of P32, had them dried, put on the lesion, whatever it was,

secured them with tape, and left them on. It was very effective in

some cases.

Did [results vary among] types of cancer or from individual to
individual?

No, it was not individual. It was the type of lesion that dictated
its use.

Low-Beer Family During World War II##2

How did you happen to have Bela's niece Mary come live with you?
Had she lost her family in the war?

She had a dreadful experience in the war. She was born in Budapest.
She was in the last group of young people that the Nazis were taking
into Germany. Whether they intended to drop them off at Dachau or
whether they were going to use them in work camps, nobody knows.

She was rescued by a young German officer.

The Low-Beers were Jewish?

Yes. The German officer was not concerned with her sexually or
anything of the sort. What he did was pull her out of this mob and
take her to his wife in Munich. She was able to get a Red Cross
letter to us within weeks of the end of the war. Of course, she
wanted above all things to come to her uncle. She adored Bela.

Their families had been close?

1See Low-Beer, The Clinical Use of Radioisotopes, pp. 310-311.

2The following discussion of the Low-Beer family [recorded on February 7,
1995] and 1951 sabbatical [recorded on December 11, 1995] have been relocated
here for continuity.
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To him. He had said always that when Mary was ready for college he
wanted to take her to Prague and supervise her education. It was
quite a natural thing for her to want to come to him. We did
everything we could to expedite her coming to San Francisco. I had
a great friend, for one thing, in the state department. He did
everything he could--everybody did everything.

One of my Moore cousins from New York, whom I had never met
because he was so young, was a private in the U.S. Army stationed in
Berlin. He got a pass from his commanding officer to go to Munich
for three days. He combed every haunt of Jewish refugees, but he
didn't find her. He was terribly apologetic. He is a darling
person. Just really a lovely person. He felt he had failed us, and
failed Mary, failed everybody. He just felt awful.

It turned out that Mary was happily doing a job for UNRRA
[United Nations Relief and Relocation Administration]} relocating
displaced persons because she could speak all these East European
languages like Polish and Hungarian. She had no trouble at all.
She was dying to get out of Europe and come to us.

What had happened to the German officer and his family?

He came home to Munich and lived a long and prosperous life and
died. I met his wife and family there years later. This was 1946.
Mary was twenty-something. She wasn't in Munich five minutes before
she had a job with UNRRA. There was nothing to it.

We had more letters and we knew what she was doing, she was all
right, and that she was keeping her eyes open for every opportunity
to get here. She finally got one. After all, she was right at the
fountainhead of opportunities. She could see what ships were going,
what ships were taking refugees. She got herself onto one. Within
six months she was here.

She had upper-division standing because she had been through
gymnasium in Budapest. She met this wonderful graduate student in
physics whom she married. He is now Doctor Edward L. Chupp. He
really is a very special person. She is awfully lucky.

i
What happened to the rest of the family?]

Mary's mother stayed in Budapest throughout the war. Elsie was
rather difficult. We saw her briefly in Salzberg in the early
fifties when she was on her way to Canada to make her home with
Bela's brother Alader Low-Beer. His first wife and son had died at
Belsen-Bergen, but he had managed to survive, and was living in
Montreal with a new wife.
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Did Mary complete her own professional training?

No, she didn't. She got her B.A. in Berkeley, married Edward Chupp,
and became a great help to her husband. They have had three
delightful children and now a delightful and growing lot of
grandchildren.

Is she the mother of the very delightful young man that I met?

That is the young man, yes, Timothy. The young man, and his own
young man is up there on the mantlepiece.

I was looking at that picture. That is charming.

Mary was awfully fortunate because Ed is really a wonderful person.
The children are all excellent. Timothy--obviously I am brazen
about my affection for him.

In a way he is carrying on his great-uncle's tradition.

Also his father's. His father is a physicist. His father is a
professor of physics at the University of New Hampshire. Timothy is
now a full professor at Michigan.

His mother didn't really need raising. She needed help getting
started in the United States? ’

That's right. Doctor Low-Beer had no children. Mary was the
closest to it.

#it
And he had never married.

I think he had a great many romances, long and short, but he was
never married.

I don't know what finally broke down his reserves in that
regard. We had a wonderfully good working relationship; when we had
a project going on it was just fine. When I was merely a wife it
was not so fine. He was a very demanding person.

He was comfortable with your doing the draft of papers and writing
the book?

Comfortable? He expected it. When he came he had a lot of trouble
with written English. He spoke pretty well, but not tremendously
well. He got much better, of course. His written English was a
disaster.
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[In spite of that,] I think he was really very glad that he had
come here. He liked the United States. He certainly had tremendous
opportunities. He was welcomed with open arms.

It sounds as if the field was so small that there was one collegiate
group around the world that knew of each other. 1In those days,
Berkeley could just make a place for him?

That's right. He was a guest at the radiation lab. There was no
remuneration at all. When he went on the faculty at the medical
school he [didn't have much of] a salary. He was not only a full
professor of radiology, but he was the head of the therapeutic end
of the department. His entire salary was $26,000.

In 19427

1942 through 1944,

By today's standards that is not very good, but in those days--

It was not considered bad then at all, [but it certainly wasn't
lavish. When we got married and I was appointed a research fellow,]

I got no salary. The university doesn't believe in nepotism, as you
know.

1951 Sabbatical in Europe##

You wanted to tell us more about the sabbatical you and Bela took in
1951? Was there a special reason for taking it then?

Well, only that it was time, and Bela, of course, was interested in
going back to Europe and renewing his connections there and seeing
new things. We sailed on a Holland-America liner right after
Christmas, and landed in the Netherlands, where we spent a few days,
and went on then to the Scandinavian countries, which was a great
experience, for me especially, because I had introductions through
my own activities to people who were doing significant things
outside of the field of science.

For example, we had had a visitor at the Florence Crittenden
home, of which I was a board member, a woman who was active in the
social work activities of Denmark. I had been able to show her a
number of things in San Francisco that interested her. When we. were
in Denmark, she went to great effort to allow me to see all sorts of
activities in the social work field there. She and her sister were
most hospitable, as all Scandinavians were, and saw to it that we
had a delightful social time.
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What was her name?

Bruun, [spells]. Miss Alice Bruun. I realized that all I'd heard
about Scandinavian hospitality was understatement, because never
have we been so feted and wined and dined as we were all through
Scandinavia. It was simply incredible. Miss Bruun and her sister
had a beautiful dinner party for us, we had a delicious dinner. We
repaired to the drawing room after dinner, and about eleven o'clock,
coffee was served and a cake which the cook had made since dinner.
That's something that I have never forgotten. Well, of course, all
the Danish ladies were quite heavy, and you could understand why.

Yes.
But it was a tremendous experience.

In Sweden, I had been asked by a friend here to find out what I
could about how they were using the Carrie Chapman Catt money from
the League of Women Voters. She was a person who had a particular
interest in that fund, my friend here. She wanted to know some
details about how it was being used.

And what did you learn?

Well, in a perfectly reasonable way, to stimulate women's
activities, which is what it was intended to do. It was being
administered by a woman archaeologist named Dr. Rudh [spells]. She
first sent her secretary when she learned that I was there and was
interested in the Catt money, and then I saw Dr. Rudh herself. She
not only gave me all the information that I needed or wanted, but
she had a party for us too.

At the party, we met all the diplomatic corps of Sweden. And
we were invited to the first-year celebration of India's
independence, because a young Nehru, a nephew of the prime minister,
was their ambassador to Sweden. That was very glamorous.

And then on the other side, the brother of Dr. Stone, the
chairman of Bela's department here, was the Canadian minister to
Sweden. We were entertained by them and met a great many of the
diplomatic corps. So Sweden was a very exciting period.

Did women have the vote in Sweden at that point?

Oh, yes. And they were being very active, and there were
interesting women in public affairs, and doing what they were
supposed to do with the Catt money. I was able to tell my friend
here that she shouldn't have any worries about it.

Was that money that Carrie Chapman Catt had inherited from her
husband, the San Francisco engineer?
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I don't really know how the fund started, but it is a fairly big
fund within the national league.

Then in Norway, life was much quieter. We were visiting a
radiologist in Bergen who was well known throughout Europe, I guess,
and my husband had particular regard for him and his work and really
wanted to spend his time with him. So that's where we were; it was
delightful, but it was not exciting. And Norway is a beautiful
country. All this took place in January, so we didn't see
Scandinavia at its best. One wore double clothes all the time. It
was frightfully cold. In Sweden, one day the sun came out. One day
in all the time we were in Scandinavia.

Oh, dear. How did Bela get on with the women from the Carrie
Chapman Catt fund?

Oh, his contact with them was completely social, and they were
gracious and charming, and so he thought it was fine. He was no
more interested in the Catt fund than I was in the intricacies of
radiology. [laughs]

Then--of course, we went to Uppsala, and that was exciting, and
saw their cyclotron. Of course, I was enormously interested in the
Swedish medical service setup, how everybody pays a tiny bit and has
his health protected in every way. I think it's a wonderful system.
And it was interesting to see it, because in England, the National
Health Service had just begun, and it was a dismal failure for many
of the people involved in it, particularly for the internists and
GPs, because their compensation amounted to a certain number of
shillings per year per patient. And in order to make a living at
all, they had to have such enormous panels that the patients got no
service--couldn't. It was, oh, just a dreadful state of affairs,
whereas the surgeons were doing very well.

That's interesting, that there was that distinction between
different medical specialties.

Oh, absolutely. From the surgeons' point of view, it was
delightful. They were able to keep their private practice and
simply gave hours to the National Service which they would otherwise
have given as free service anyway. [What it amounted to was that]
the National Service paid their overhead expenses in their private
offices, and they continued to have their private practice. And it
was the surgeons, of course, who pushed the National Health Service
plan.

The other shortcoming of the plan was that it was put into
effect long before there were enough hospitals to take care of the
people who needed them.
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So they hadn't planned on what the caseload, what the need for
medical service was?

No.

So were these all people that Bela had worked with when he had still
been in Europe, that he went to see?

Not all, but many of them, yes. You know, they had international
meetings all the time; so, of course, the famous ones get together
and they know each other. So no, he had no problem in making
contacts. In fact, everybody greeted him with open arms. He had a
wonderful time.

Did somebody make all these arrangements before you left the Bay
Area?

I don't think so. I think he probably sent letters to people in
various countries to say that he was coming, and everybody's arms
were open. As I say, the social activities were just overwhelming.

How nice.

All through Scandinavia. Then from Scandinavia, we went to England
where we were for six months. Most of that time, we were in London,
but a couple of months at Cambridge. At Cambridge, there was a
particular laboratory of radiological research, biological research,
which is headed by a radiologist named J. S. Mitchell. Bela was
very anxious to spend some time with him. We did, we stayed in
Cambridge for a couple of months.

I went to the lab every day, because they were doing some very
interesting work that involved tissue cultures, and I.learned the
techniques to do those things. We did actually use some of them
after we got home. But altogether, it was an interesting time.

Bela had been invited to address the Royal Medical Society of
England, which was a huge undertaking, and I spent a lot of time at
the typewriter doing his speech. And oh, yes, for that, we had to
transport white tie and tails during the whole sabbatical, even
though they appeared only once.

Was that the only time he wore white tie?
Well, I think maybe going to the opera in Stockholm he did, but
other than that, no. And he could have gone to the opera in

Stockholm without. He could have gone in a jacket.

But he couldn't have worn a dinner jacket to the Royal Medical
Society?
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No, no!
Was that his decree or was that what you were led--

Well, that was his understanding anyway. I don't know whose decree
it was.

And did you get a new ball gown for these affairs?
I didn't go to it. I wasn't supposed to go to it,
Oh, dear!

No. I spent hours on his speech, over and over and over, but no, I
wasn't supposed to go. There was nothing social about it.

He told you what he had in mind, and you wrote it, or he just paced
the room declaiming?

That was the usual method. He would tell me what he had in mind,
and I would turn it into English. Yes. I guess it was a very good
speech. Anyway, it was well received and he was very steamed up
about it.

That seems to be the accepted approach, at least in politics, that
somebody drafts the speech for the great man, and he adds a few
personal touches, or she adds a few personal touches.

Yes, that's right. And, of course, I didn't go to it. I wasn't
allowed to go to it.

Did they give him an honorary degree or other honor?

No, I don't think so. They gave him a big hand. He evidently felt
it was a very satisfying experience.

We had an experience about London which I thought was sort of
interesting. Going over on the Holland-America Line, we shared a
table with a delightful couple who had spent their whole married
life in the East Indies where the husband had been in charge of a
number of rubber plantations.

During the war they were both interned by the Japanese, in
separate camps, and they didn't know until they got out, each didn't
know if the other was still alive. The method of informing families
was that if someone died or was killed in a camp, his or her shoes
were left at the entrance to the other camp, the men's camp or the
women's camp, whichever it was. If you recognized your husband's
shoes, you could tell by that that he was no more.
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Fortunately, that didn't happen to them, but they apparently
came out as skeletons, and they were months being physically
rehabilitated. When we met them, they were on their way back to
Holland, because he was to be the representative in the United
States of the Holland rayon industry, so they were going home for
briefing. They were charming people, and we had a lovely time with
them.

But what I was about to tell you, when they knew that we were
going to be in London for a long time and we didn't want to stay in
a hotel, they recommended a service flat that they had stayed in on
Jermyn Street, wonderfully located, just off Picadilly. I wrote
from Stockholm to make a reservation in it, and they wrote back
delighted to have us, and charged us what I thought was just a
ridiculously low rate. I didn't realize until we'd been in London
for quite a while that had my letter come from New York or San
Francisco, it would have been very different.

[laughs] A much higher rate.

Much, much. In other words, we got a rate for the Continent, which
at that time was not very prosperous right after the war. But they
couldn't have been nicer to us when they discovered their mistake.
I mean, they never mentioned the mistake, and they were extremely
nice to us. When we went to Cambridge to be gone a month or six
weeks, they kept our place for us, and they stored our personal
things so we could go back and have the same space when we returned
and so on. They couldn't have been nicer.

Was Professor Mitchell working on the same subject that Bela was?

No. Mitchell was not concerned so much with the gadgets of
radiology as with the basics, the fundamental biological research,
let us say. They were doing a lot of work with tissue cultures and
this sort of thing.

That's the effect of radiation on human tissue or other animal
tissue?

Yes, right.

What were they doing there that you hadn't already had some
experience of over here?

Well, I don't suppose really very much of anything, but it was done
in a particularly scholarly way. Dr. Mitchell had attracted a group
of scientists younger than himself who were really dedicated, and I
was simply amazed at the amount of work that was turned out from
that place. I asked myself at one point, how do they do it. I
mean, it was a small group of people, but putting out tremendously
important work at an enormous rate.
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And suddenly I realized: they're not spending all their lives
going to committee meetings. I told that to somebody when I got
back, a man here who was in the field, and he was much amused; but
he thought it was a sound observation, because of course, here,
there's one meeting after another. They didn't have any meetings at
all, but they just worked and worked and worked, and things came out
week by week almost.

Were they working with clinical patients?

Oh, no. No, mo. Not at all. It was not a therapeutic or
diagnostic institution at all, it was basic investigation of
radiation effects on tissue. And of course, Mitchell had a book
which was extremely good and is used as a textbook. Anyway, it was
a great experience, and as I say, I went to the lab every day and
learned their techniques for tissue cultures and so on. It was very
good, very good.

After six months in England, did either of you have any urge to stay
in England?

Oh, heavens no. I think by that time we'd finished in England, and
all of Scandinavia before, I think Bela would have been perfectly
happy to come home. But we'd planned these other things.

I went to Paris during the England period, because I had
promised I'd see Alice Toklas as soon as possible, and we had a
couple of weeks together. Bela went to Manchester where something
was going on that he was interested in, and I thought skipping
Manchester was a great idea and I'd be fine to go to Paris. I did,
and we had a lovely time. And I have spoken earlier of that and my
trepidation about Bela's reaction, but it was all very positive.
That was fine. '

So from Paris, we drove down together to Montpellier, where the
chancellor of the University of Montpellier, Dr. Remarque [spells],
was a radiologist and a friend of Bela's. They were extremely
cordial and nice, and we had a lovely time in Montpellier, and of
course, enjoyed the trip through France.

And by then, it's early summer.

Yes, so it was lovely weather. And what we used to do, we got a car
in Paris, and what we used to do was to buy a bottle of wine and
some sandwiches or something and have a picnic on the way every day,
find some meadow and have lunch. It was just delightful.

Then after Montpellier, we went into Italy and drove all the
way down as far as Rome. It happened that the Segrés were in Rome,
Emilio Segré and his wife, whom we knew very well from Berkeley, of
course. So we saw a lot of them while we were in Rome. There
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wasn't so much of interest to Bela in Italy, as I recall. In fact,
actually, very little. It was mostly that we did sightseeing and
enjoyed ourselves. According to Segré's biography, which came out a
year or so ago, Palermo was the place to see modern radiological
research.

And then we went on to Austria. We could not go to Vienna,
because American passports at that time would not allow us to go
anywhere where the Russians were. But we had to go to Salzburg,
because Bela's sister, who had resisted leaving Hungary all these
years, finally decided she would, and so we were to meet her in
Salzburg, and she was then going on to Canada to stay with her other
brother. That was a disaster.

Living with Leukemia ##

So then Bela was really ready to come back to California.

Oh, very much so. Very much so. Well, and of course, that was a
most dramatic homecoming. We got home on a Thursday.

Had you been aware that he wasn't feeling well?

No, he was fine. In England, he let himself be examined just
because he thought it was a good idea. They did everything but a
blood count. And, of course, he had had blood counts routinely
every three months the whole time he'd been at the university,
because that's what they did to the Department of Radiology. He
never had anything but a perfectly normal blood count.

Well, anyway, in England, they didn't do a blood count. They
did all the other things, and they tested his heart and this and
that, said he was fine, and he was fine. I mean, he enjoyed every
minute of our time on the Continent.

We got home late on a Thursday, and my very good friend Dorothy
Morrison, whose husband was Lew Morrison at the medical school, was
waiting for me to go to the mountains for the weekend because she
wanted to hear all the adventures before they got diluted. It was
fine with Bela, because he just wanted to get out to his office as
fast as he could.

So we came home on Monday morning around noon, and I called the
hospital to say that I was back, and he said, "I'll be right home."
I said, "What do you mean? I'll see you this evening." "No," he
said, "I'1l]l be right home." He came home and he said, "I have
leukemia."
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Oh, poor man.

The day he got back, the Friday, was the day they were doing the
routine every three months blood counts, and the technician first
said, "Oh, I guess I don't have to bother you, Dr. Low-Beer. You've
been away so long." And then she came back and she said, "No, they
want the whole department, whether you've been away or not." So he
did, and there it was. Now, very likely, when we were in England,
if they had done a blood count on him, there would have been some
indication. Maybe not the whole picture as it was by the time we
got home, but no blood count was taken. He let himself be examined
just to be sure.

Does leukemia normally develop that quickly?

No. But I don't understand it, because he had blood counts every
three months in the department. Now, we had been away nine months
and he hadn't had any blood count.

So he missed three routine--

He missed three routine counts. When it would first have shown up,
I have no idea. You can't possibly tell. But there it was,
unmistakably. Now, Joe Hamilton didn't have routine counts, because
they didn't do them. I never had a blood count while I was working
in the radiation 1lab. ’

It was that different between the Berkeley campus and the San
Francisco campus?

Oh, definitely, sure. Nobody ever thought it was necessary in
Berkeley. I mean, it never occurred to anybody that people should
have blood counts if they're working with radiation.

Even though you were doing all this tissue research--

Yes, certainly. And you had your hands in up to the elbows in P3?
all the time. No, nobody ever took a blood count. Anyway, Bela had
them every three months from the moment he went to the medical
school, and that was six years or something. [But this time,] there
it was, unmistakably.

And as I say, once while we were in England--we were visiting
some people in Birmingham who were old friends -of Bela's; he had
actually stayed with them, I think, during his previous stay in
England. The husband was a doctor, and I think they were very
distantly related. Anyway, Bela said to the husband, "You know, I
think I'd like to have a complete physical while I'm here, if it's
all right with you," and of course, they arranged for it. And he
was fine. But they didn't do a blood count.
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0dd.
Never occurred to them, apparently. So here it was, I mean, the

very first minute he got home. Very odd. But it wouldn't have made
any difference.

Personal Relationship

I was wondering if nine months of doing things together day-to-day
was a different kind of relationship from working together in a lab.

Oh, totally. Yes, the personal difficulties were all there, and
somewhat exaggerated because there wasn't a job to be done. Yes,
our best relationship was in our work together, by all means, and
when there wasn't, it got sticky. I was determined I was going to
have a divorce when I got home.

Had you mentioned that to him at all?

No, but on the ship (we came home by ship), Bela said as we were
going into New York Harbor, "What are you going to do when we get
back to San Francisco?" I said, "I don't know, but I think we have
a good deal to talk about." We let it go there. No, I was

determined I was not going to go on with this.

It sounds as if it was a very difficult kind of a relationship for
someone who was used to being as independent as you had been.

Extremely. Of course, it was being European, and central European,
at that. I mean, he had to dominate every situation.. He had to be
the hero of every occurrence. But on his deathbed, he said to me,
"I'm sure you've often felt that I was being very severe with you,
but I was only trying to make you perfect.”

[laughs] Oh, that's charming.

Isn't that lovely? Yes.

Well, that was remarkable on your part not to go ahead with the
divorce.

Oh, not when he had leukemia. How could I? Of course not.
Not everybody would feel that way.

Oh, well, I didn't see what else you could do. Goodness.
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And you decided to move over to Marin County at that point, or had
you already been living there?

No, Bela was so unhappy on the weekends--he didn't go to the medical
school, and he didn't know what to do, and on and on. So first, we
thought maybe we could find something to rent, that we could go over
for weekends. We had a very charming flat in San Francisco, also
here on Russian Hill. It was down on the bottom of the hill, at
Broadway and Taylor, very convenient. But he just couldn't bear the
weekends in town.

We looked all over Marin to see if there was something we could
rent, and there wasn't. He was terribly fussy about where he was
going to live. It had to be just right. So we ended up building a
house, because what else could you do? I mean, nc house was fit for
his residence.

Was this near where you had lived as a child?

No. My family always went to Belvedere for the summers. This was
in Larkspur, which is very pleasant. We were up on the hill, we had
a lovely view of Mount Diablo. It was a quite charming house and
worked out very well.

The diagnosis, of course, was made in--oh, dear, when--late
September. The house was built the following year, and we moved
into it in September. Bela had three years there, and then I
continued, because it was a nice house and because I really wasn't
sure what I was going to do. But I was running to Berkeley and I
was running to San Francisco, and I got sick of it, so I sold it in
1960 for less than it had cost to build it. And the next year [when
work began on the commercial development around the Larkspur ferry],
I would have made a 300 percent profit. But how can you know these
things?

And when it's time to make a change in your lifestyle--

You do it, that's right. Well, I was going to Berkeley, you see, I
was already starting on my doctoral education program, and so I was
in Berkeley most of the day, and then I was in San Francisco in the
evening for anything social, and it was ridiculous. And living all
alone in this house was absurd. And the garden needed more upkeep
than I was prepared to give it, and altogether, it was just a bad
arrangement.

But until the last three months of his life, Bela was going to
work every day. This is what I've said I think somewhere in the
history: P is absolutely marvelous, because it suppresses all the
symptoms. It doesn't do a thing to prolong life, but while you're
taking it and before the disease gets absolutely final, you're as
good as new. And he worked in the garden, he did everything he



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

140

wanted, he went swimming, he went walking, he did everything, until
the very last three months, and then he really was completely shot.

It must be a blessing, if you can enjoy life until the last--

Wonderful, and that's what P32 does. But that it prolongs life is
not so. It doesn't. Because Bela lived the classic time from his
diagnosis to his death, which is four years and eight months or so.

It sounds as if, by and large, although difficult to live with, he
had a good life.

Oh, he had a wonderful life. He had great successes, he had great
admiration, which he certainly loved above everything. He had a
devoted slave--

Was that you?

Yes, of course.

Oh, heavens, how nice of you.

What more could you ask? I always enjoyed the work that we did
together, because he was very stimulating and he was very good [at
what ‘he did]. 1 thought it was really a great privilege to be able
to share as much as I did of his intellectual interest. But in
every other way, it was difficult.

I am glad we talked about this. I think it is important to history
to deal with the fact that some personal relationships are not all
that one would want them to be. And I don't think it's fair to you
just to say it was a marriage made in heaven.

[laughs] Oh, I should say not.

The way you describe it, the intellectual stimulation and
satisfaction of working together were very great, but that didn't
mean that Bela couldn't be a pain in the neck around the house.

True.

I think that's a combination that people will find true-to-life and
meaningful.

Okay. I'm perfectly willing.
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IX FURTHER GRADUATE STUDIES; RETURN TO THE BERKELEY CAMPUS,
1960-1973

Doctoral Candidate at UC San Francisco, 1958-59##!

I think I told you that at some point along the line, I went back to
graduate school and got a master's. Then, after my husband died, I
went over to do the bioassay job at the radiation lab. Not long after
that, a professor of biochemistry, called me and said, "Why don't you
come back and get your doctorate?" I had known him forever, and we
had seen him and his wife socially.

So I said, "Well, I've thought about it and it's probably a good
idea. But I've just gone back to set up the biocassay lab at Berkeley,
and I really am fascinated with what I'm doing." And he went on, "I
think you should, and I hope you choose to do it in my field," and so
forth. So I thought, I really do want to continue and I want to work
professionally in this area. I thought about it for a long time. It
would mean taking a couple of years out of my professional life to do
it, but I thought it was worth doing.

He said, "Well, you can do it. It's not going to be so taxing,
and you won't have any trouble." So I thought, well, after all, why
not. I didn't want to interrupt what I was doing to take a couple of
years off for graduate work. In fact, I didn't feel I could afford
to. But if I could do it and do my work besides, I would like to.

So I started in and everything went beautifully for about two
years. And then he gave me a weird thing to investigate, which I
thought was very odd. He was passionate about a slightly changed
nucleotide which is seen in urine in some persons. This nucleotide
was discovered by one of his students, but the professor made a great
thing of it in his own work. He thought that research about it was
going to be very promising, so he made arrangements for me to work on
this nucleotide.

IThis section combines portions of tapes 2 [with Morris as interviewer] and
6 [interviewer, Hughes] and deletes repetitious material.
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By this time, the department had moved over to San Francisco and
I began to realize his interest in having me as a student was because
of ties Bela had had with the medical faculty. I did what I could and
had several dinner parties at which he met some of the outstanding
people in the medical faculty. But none of it did him much good
because they all thought he was rather silly.

He was difficult to deal with?

Well, yes. He had distorted ideas about things. So none of it was a
great success.

He had a practice of having his group of graduate students come
down for coffee in his office every afternoon at four o'clock. No
excuses; you couldn't miss this. And it was vile coffee, which he
made personally. And he would, during these sessions, prattle on
chiefly about Eisenhower who was his great hero. One would do omne's
best to seem receptive. At least I never argued with him.

One day, one of the boys in the group--I was the only female
student he had--said to me, "Let's go get some coffee. I want to talk
to you." And he said, "Our dear professor wants to get rid of you."
I said, "Why?" He said, "I don't know. I think it's because he feels
when you're there he can't talk arrant nonsense."

And I said, "Well, I have never said anything to make him feel
challenged. Of course, he talks nonsense." He said, "Well, you ought
to watch your step pretty carefully."” So I just did what he suggested
and things went along.

Thus I was handed a problem and the professor said, "This is
going to be your thesis problem and I've arranged for the department
of medicine to send patients' urine, and I want you to see if you can
isolate this particular compound." I said, "I think there is only one
way that one can do this and that is by ion-exchange chromatography.
And he said, "I won't have that in my laboratory." So I thought, gee
whiz!

You see, this is a means of putting a compound on a burette
loaded with an appropriate resin, which you arrange in a column so
that it will exchange in accordance with the ionic charge on the
material you're studying. You prepare the resin in such a way that
the thing you're looking for adheres to the resin in the column and
you elute it with appropriate solvents. When you have the right ones,
it comes out in certain fractions from the column. TIt's there and
it's pure and you can identify it.

So I went about making a separation as best I could, without
resorting to ion-exchange chromatography, and I got very strong
suggestions that it was there, but not the pure product. But he still
said, "I won't have a column operated in my laboratory."™ Why? God
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only knows. One of the faculty people to whom I mentioned this said,
"Well, why don't you set up your column in the ladies' bathroom?"
[Laughter] Anyway, things went from bad to worse between us,
obviously, although I took and passed my orals, did all the things one

was supposed to. . ,

Finally, he confronted me in the corridor one day and said, "I'm
very distressed to hear that you've been gossiping about me in
Berkeley."

I said, "What are you talking about? I haven't been in Berkeley
for three years since the department of biochemistry moved over here.
I haven't set foot in Berkeley. Who said this?" And he told me the
name of a young woman in nutrition. I said, "If you want to be fair,
the only thing you can do 1is get her to come over and say in my
presence what I'm supposed to have said to her." "Oh, I couldn't
possibly do that," said he.

I was enraged. So I stormed in to the chairman of the department
and told him what had happened. I complained bitterly and I said, "I

simply will not go on with this man." The chairman said, "Well,
that's terrible. Why don't you go home for a couple of days and let
me handle it. We'll find somebody else to supervise you, if not

somebody in the department, then somebody in the medical school.
Would that be all right?" I said, "That would be fine."

He called me in two days and said, "He just won't release you."
I said, "Well, I'm releasing him then." I was never so mad in my
life. 0f course, I know perfectly well I could have made life
difficult for my mentor. Many of Bela's friends who had somehow got
word of my difficulties had offered assistance and I had said no to
all offers. 1 really did not want to become a cause celebre, and
though I appreciated their interest and concern, I preferred to fight
my own battle.

That was a personal tragedy when you were so close [to getting your
doctorate]. '

It was a miserable experience. Yes, I was in candidacy. But I just
could not go on with that.

Did you feel that some of this was directed at you because you were a
woman?

I think so. Oh, yes--during all this Sturm und Drang, he brought me
a reprint from a journal in which a group of investigators in the East
had demonstrated the presence of this phenomenal component. I looked
at it and said, "Please note how they did it. They did it by ion-
exchange chromatography."

So you ended up without the final okay for your doctorate?
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Right. But I did get my master's degree, from UCSF, somewhere in
here. About 1958.

What a sad tale about talent not being appreciated. It must have
complicated your own professional career.

Terribly. You know, part of what upset me was that he gave the course
in biochemistry I had taken that so fascinated me as an undergraduate.
His field was carbohydrates and nucleic acids; practically nothing was
known about nucleic acids when I was an undergraduate. Then in later
years, after Bela and I were married and working together at the
medical school, my husband asked me to go over and learn the
techniques of working with nucleic acids, which I was delighted to do.
I spent a whole year in this man's lab in Berkeley.

I went over every single day and I worked with one of his
graduate students, who was on the verge of getting his doctorate, and
learned the techniques, because they're very special for dealing with
nucleic acids. They weren't as special then as they became later,
when it became possible to isolate DNA. But that was a long way
ahead. However, I learned these things.

Later, my husband employed this graduate student after he got his
degree, and they did some work together which was published, of
course. Then the young man went to Stanford for a job. As far as I
know, he's still there. ’

What happened to your doctoral advisor?]

The summer before all this happened to me, he went to Europe and he
recruited two boys in Poland to come and take their degrees, obviously
with him. They came and he got money for them and everything was
fine. But then he made the mistake of propositioning one of them who
turned him down. [I'm told that] he was furious and said, "You'd
better understand that you'll never get a degree in this department."”
So the boy went all the way to [then University of California
president] Clark Kerr, who fired the professor on the spot.

Then all my friends said, "Why don't you come back and finish
up?" I said, "No. Enough is enough."

Establishing the Bioassay Program at Lawrence Berkeley Lab, 1960

In the meantime, John Lawrence had called me and I'd gone back to the
Berkeley lab. He had said, "We're going to have to have a bioassay
facility here at the lab." Of course, he fought it like a tiger for
years, because he liked spending his money the way he wanted to. The
Atomic Energy Commission said you simply can't operate without it.
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Now this was to monitor personnel at Donner?
At the whole Rad Lab. The hill and everything.

John called me and said he'd like to talk to me. It turned out
he was, at last, reluctantly about to establish a bioassay facility,
and would I come and do it. I said, "I'd love to." So I did.

What were the facilities?
They [had been sending] everything to Los Alamos or to Livermore.
What was your role?

I had to organize, first of all, a schedule of the monitoring;
secondly, set up all the methods used in biochemistry, all of which
are detailed in my reprints.! I don't know if you've bothered to read
these.

I didn't read word for word, but I skimmed.
I should hope you wouldn't.

It [our bioassay facility] was starting from scratch. There was
somebody around, a young woman who once in a while, if somebody was
suspicious about radiation exposure would boil up a urine and see what
she could find. It was absolutely unsystematic, and the person who
was performing this function was untrained. My job was a matter of
starting from scratch. By the time we had been at it a while, we had
what I think was a very efficient service.

Was Oak Ridge [National Laboratory] doing this for all the AEC-
supported laboratories?

No, all the national laboratories had bioassay facilities. John
Lawrence was the only one who didn't and fought it like a tiger for
years. Why do we need it, [was his attitude.] Send it to Los Alamos,
it can be there in hours. Very very short-sighted.

Not only that, but to do it properly all of the persons who are
subject to the likelihood of contamination should be monitored
frequently just to be certain they didn't get a dose unwittingly.

So you set up that schedule as well?

"Bioassay of transplutonium elements," op. cit.; Anne deG. Low-Beer
(Dettner). "Bioassay of plutonium." In: Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology,
op. cit. pp. 909-928.
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Yes. It was actually setting up a service from scratch. At first the
work was conducted in a most crummy little room, in a building that
had nothing whatever to do with the lab, up on the [Charter] hill.
The facilities were nil. So when they built the new medical building
on the hill, I got a beautiful lab and an office and anything needed
to function. Gradually I persuaded John I needed some staff.

Nobody in the world was as surprised as John Lawrence [at how the
bioassay field had developed]). The bioassay people were meeting
annually and holding their meetings at various labs. I started to go
to these meetings the moment I got over there.

I said to John at some point, "It would be nice, I think, to have
the meeting in Berkeley if you're willing." "Oh sure, why don't you,"
said he. I think he felt maybe ten people got together in a room and
talked about their problems. The auditorium on the hill was jammed
when we had the meeting. He came, of course, to open the meeting as
I had asked him to do, and he couldn't believe what he saw. It just
never occurred to him.

That must have impressed him with the importance of the effort.

Exactly. He was very good because, immediately when it started, I
kept getting notices about annual meetings and he never demurred about
my going to them. He thought I should and.that it was important.
That was fine, but I think he thought it was a very small and
unimportant operation. Also, before I actually started to work I had
the opportunity to visit all the major labs, Los Alamos, Oak Ridge,
Chicago, etc.

Where was the funding coming from?

From the Atomic Energy Commission. That was how they could enforce
[the bioassay requirement]. John liked to use the money for the
things he thought were most important. He wasn't going to be bothered
with this kind of stuff when he had Los Alamos and Livermore to call
on. The AEC said, "No, no it won't do." But he did do it for years.
As a matter of fact, it was only in 1960 that the commission became adamant.

Was. there any monitoring before that? You wore a radiation badge,
didn't you? Was that true when you first went over in 19407

No. They didn't do anything. There was no badge, nothing. Health
physicists made rounds regularly among all the labs, using counters to
detect any environmental contamination.

Did anybody take a blood count?

No.

When did monitoring come into practice?
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I guess while I was over in the medical school.

You've mentioned that when you came back to set up the bioassay lab
you were up on the hill. Did that mean that you had very little to do
with Donner Lab? ,

Right. T didn't have anything to do with it.

So you were up on the hill and John Lawrence and the Crocker research
were down below [on the Berkeley campus] and never the twain shall

meet.

I used to go down there, of course. For some things, I would go down
there and use some of the [Crocker] facilities and equipment.

More Details on Radioisotope Research!

Chemical elements that participate in physiological processes
are known as metabolites. Some metabolites are incorporated in
specific organs or systems, as in the affinity of the thyroid gland
for iodine and of osseous tissue for calcium, while others such as
sodium or phosphorus are distributed ubiquitously throughout the
body. The fact that metabolites may be rendered radioactive
provides the rationale for their use in biological research.
Because they may be traced due to their radioactivity, they can be
observed as they perform their normal functions. Function defined
by rates of uptake, retention, and excretion can be determined by
administering tracer amounts of appropriate radiometabolites and
following their course over days or weeks. The therapeutic use of
radiometabolites ensures the delivery of appropriate doses of
radiation specifically to sites of pathological involvement.

My work at LBL included a number of investigations based on
these principles, involving small animals and human subjects. In
1941 a study of the distribution of Sr® [strontium] in human
subjects was undertaken by Dr. Low-Beer and me. ([Charles] Pecher
had recently demonstrated that the metabolic behavior of strontium
is the same as that of calcium in a wide range of animal species.
The radioactive properties of calcium, however, make it less

Mrs. Dettner drafted the following statement in June 1995, in reply to a
request from Hughes and Morris for more detail about some of her work, some of
which is repeated in the succeeding segment of interview. The statement is
included because it demonstrates Mrs. Dettner's determination to make scientific
concepts comprehensible to the lay person.
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suitable for biological investigations than Sr®® which emits only
beta radiation with a relatively short half life of 55 days.

The study involved six human patients with various forms of
cancer who were scheduled for therapy or amputation. Markedly high
uptake of the isotope was found in areas where new bone was being
formed, irrespective of whether the growth was normal or neoplastic
(diseased or abnormal). However, it was concluded that
radiostrontium could probably not serve as the primary therapeutic
agent in bone tumors because doses large enough to affect the tumor
would cause inadmissible damage to bone marrow.

As in all such investigations, work was divided among the
participating individuals, and in all cases Dr. Lawrence, as
director of the laboratory, designated the senior author of the
resulting report. In this investigation, Dr. Low-Beer and I wrote
the protocol and carried out the procedures followed in the study,
and Dr. H. Freidell participated as a clinician who was concerned
with the patients involved. This was only one of many clinical
studies carried on at this time. In 1950, Dr. Low-Beer wrote an
account of much of this work in a volume entitled The Clinical Use
of Radioactive Isotopes.

Dr. Low-Beer was an ingenious and resourceful scientist, and a
most stimulating person to work with. Our relationship began with
his need for a partner who could compensate for his limited facility
with written English and progressed to full partnership in his
scientific activities, and ultimately to our marriage in 1944. Bela
had previously been unmarried and I believe that he contemplated our
personal relationship with some apprehension. In fact, although he
was a man of volatile temperament [and there were ups and downs to
the relationship], our marriage moved along happily for the most
part.

His death at age 55 from myeloid leukemia mirrored the
experience of many radiologists, but was ironic because of his
lifelong dedication to the issue of protection of workers and the
public from the hazards of exposure to radiocactivity. He was
appointed by President Sproul as chairman of a statewide university
committee to promulgate rules for the operation of all laboratories
that employ radiation in any form.

Following his stay at the Berkeley laboratory, Bela joined the
faculty at the medical school in San Francisco, first as associate
and then as full professor of radiology and chairman of the section
of therapeutic radiology.

My return to LBL in 1960 was at the invitation of John
Lawrence, for the purpose of establishing and operating a bioassay
facility for monitoring the work force of the laboratory for
possible contamination by radioactive substances. All national
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laboratories have such a facility, but Berkeley had relied on Los
Alamos and Livermore for this service. At the insistence of the
Atomic Energy Commission, Berkeley was to establish a facility. The
wisdom of this decision is unarguable. When an exposure occurs,
nothing suffices to keep the potential contamination to a minimum
but prompt detection and immediate application of available
remedies, together with prolonged ongoing observation.

As a result of my experience in this area, I was invited by the
editors to contribute two chapters on the subject of bioassay of
plutonium and transplutonium elements to the volume Uranium,
Plutonium, and the Transplutonium Elements.! Together with Dr.
Howard Parker, I undertook studies of the metabolic behavior in mice
of Californium and Einsteinium, both transplutonium elements.
Results of those investigation were published in the Journal of
Health Physics.

##*

If you don't mind, Sally has asked me to ask for a few more details
about your work. Am I right that you headed the outpatient clinical
lab at Stanford before you headed the NYA; and then, in 1939, when
you left NYA, you were employed at what was then called the Berkeley
Radiation Lab?

Yes, thanks to my friend Harry Wyckoff, who had been my mentor at
Stanford in the clinical lab. He had written to John Lawrence and
said that he could recommend me highly.

An acquaintance of mine had been at the Radiation Lab and left
because her husband got an appointment somewhere else in the country
and they had to leave. That is why there was an opening. I went
over to see John Lawrence and he was persuaded that I could be
useful. I was persuaded that I would find it very interesting. It
was a completely unstructured job. The lab itself was finding its
way. Here was a cyclotron which was producing hitherto unknown
materials. The challenge was to learn the potential of this
remarkable machine. This of course, involved studies in physics,
chemistry, and biology thereby offering opportunity to anyone with
basic training in any of these fields.

At the very beginning of my employment a lot of my time was
spent sending out radioactive phosphorous around the country,
because it was already understood that this was an excellent means
of treating chronic leukemia. Every clinic in the country was
pining to get some. We also had a clinic at Donner itself. People

'Berlin: Springer-Verlag, vol. 36, 1973.

Tape 8, side A resumes.
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coming from all kinds of distances to get treatment. One who had
basic training in any of the scientific fields involved could fit
into the ongoing activities.

The only use of the cyclotron for treatment of patients at that
time was limited to terminal cancer patients. It was a means of
learning about the effect of neutrons on living tissue, and thus a
guide for the calibration of dose rates in future therapeutic
applications.

The Issue of Informed Consent

The question has arisen in latter years as to whether those people
gave informed consent about what was being done to them. I doubt
very much that they were asked for it. I don't know, for a fact,
any of this but I think it is most unlikely.

Did you, yourself, meet with the patients or administer the
treatments?

No. I didn't have anything to do with this operation. However, as
part ‘of the total study of neutron effects, it was important to
monitor patients' blood counts. I did that. In comparison with the
damage to tissues, blood levels were not markedly affected by
neutron treatment. Conditions of tissues at autopsy, however,
indicated that neutron doses had been too high.

In the nineties informed consent is an important issue.

Absolutely. When Doctor [Hazel] O'Leary became head of the [United
States] Department of Energy [1993]), I remember very well--one of
the first things she concerned herself with was the use of
radioactive materials experimentally and whether or not informed
consent had been given for their use. I think it was most unusual
that there was informed consent [in the early years].

I received a letter [some time ago] from a woman in New Mexico
whose name is Wellsome. She asked if I would consent to be
interviewed over the phone about a book she was writing. I wrote
her and said that she could call me. She said in a very general way
that she was writing a book about the early use of radioisotopes in
therapy. I said, "Have you seen my husband's book?" She said, "No.
I know there is such a book, but I haven't seen a copy of it." I
said, "If you need it, I could send it to you on a loan basis. 1
wouldn't want to give it away but I could lend it to you." She
said, "No. I am sure that there is one in the library here. 1If
not, I think I know another library where I could get it."
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I thought, of course, that what she was interested in was the
range of experiments that are reported in this book, in many of
which I took part with Bela. Rather than spend hours talking to her
on the telephone, I thought she should find a copy of the book. I
forget exactly what she said about plutonium but I said, "There is
nothing about plutonium as an experimental therapeutic agent in my
husband's book. I have neither knowledge nor experience about that
subject."

And it is true. I had absolutely no knowledge that plutonium
experiments were being conducted, although many persons whom I knew
were engaged in them.

The next thing she sent me was a copy of an article she had
written for the Albuquergue Tribune in which she wrote about the
injection with plutonium of a young man who was scheduled for leg
amputation. Plutonium had been injected prior to amputation to
determine uptake, distribution, and excretion. The only medical
signature that she quoted was my husband's.

I don't remember when she wrote the article, but it was some
time ago. The only medical name that she used was Bela's. 1 was
simply appalled. I knew vaguely that a few people were doing some
work with plutonium but I certainly didn't know that Bela was
involved. I knew it much later, because Joe Hamilton, who was the
chief person involved in this, himself developed leukemia and died.

I knew that he and various other people were using plutonium on
patients on an experimental basis. That was absolutely all I did
know about it. It turns out that not only Bela but Doctor Stone,
who was chairman of the department of radiology in San Francisco--
just about everybody was in on this. They certainly kept it quiet.

#

I was enormously surprised to learn my husband's name was mentioned
in connection with it because I had no idea that he was involved in
any way. I said, "I1If this is what your book-is about, I can't help
you in the slightest. 1 would be at great pains to distance myself
from any knowledge of this because I don't have it." She said,
"Actually this is only a small part of the book I am writing, but it
is an important part."™ I was at pains to make it clear that I was
not a party to it. I didn't want to be identified with it and I
would be very angry if I was.

There are references to plutonium in Doctor Low-Beer's book.

Certainly, because there is a whole section on physics. Of course,
you have to talk about plutonium. But there is nothing in the book
about the use of plutonium on human beings, absolutely not. Animal
work, sure. That is, of course, what it should be kept at.
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I think there was some statement [in Wellsome's article] to the
effect that this boy who was given plutonium in the leg was told
something about its nature, but I would doubt that he had full
understanding of the possible consequences.

He was somebody who was being treated thirty years ago?

Yes, thirty years ago-;he was about to have a leg amputated.
Apparently he had some kind of a tumor.

It is very odd that a daily paper in New Mexico would run a story
about a medical case thirty years ago.

I don't think this is a terribly recent article. I am not sure
exactly. I don't think it is odd, because I think Mrs. O'Leary has
stirred up enough interest in the plutonium work so that [people
are] anxious to learn more about it and publish about it if they can
get any facts.

I thought, Of all things, why she had to use Bela's name as the
only medical name in this whole article! On something else she
wrote, before the plutonium article, she got a Pulitzer, so she has
some standing as a journalist, you see.

The rumor that has continued is that the Atomic Energy Commission
became concerned about the use on human subjects, but that the
people in the labs were not all that interested in--

They were not concerned enough to issue any orders. They may have
issued suggestions. These people didn't violate any orders.

Were there orders that did come down later on when you were--

Not when I was there. The people who were involved at the time have
certainly kept it under their hats. There was nothing about Bela's
work, I thought, that I didn't know, but I did not know one, single
word about this. Doctor Stone apparently was involved also. They
all were. They talked about it in whispers apparently to each
other.

You could be there in the lab working forty hours a week and not
hear anything about it?

I didn't know anything about it. Some of it was probably done at
the hospital out here [UCSF], while I was there all the time as a
research fellow in radiology. This was after I was married to Bela.

Were you going back and forth between the lab at Berkeley and the
medical school at that point?
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No, I wasn't going to Berkeley at all. I was actually working with
Bela, largely on collecting his work and getting it ready for
publication. I wrote the whole of this book except for the physics,
which I couldn't have done.

Was he dictating to you?

No. He liked to do the research, and he liked to get the result.
Of all things, he wanted to see a book with his name on it.

He hadn't published a book in Europe during all of his research?

No. Dozens of papers. That is why I am the chief name on the
strontium paper. John Lawrence was very fond of Bela and he was
very good to him. He was also very fond of me. When we did the
strontium work, I took a tremendous amount of responsibility. I
wrote the protocol for the experiments. I carried out the
experiments. I evaluated the results of the experiments. But Bela
always wanted the papers to be his.

John finally said, "Anne hasn't had a paper out of all this
material. It is time she did.”

Strontium Research

What led you and Bela to become interested in the strontium?

The strontium was just one of many things. We were interested in
knowing the biological effect of all these elements. The natural
metabolic behavior of these chemicals could be used therapeutically
if they contained a radioactive component. That is the whole basis
of what we were doing. Of course, all kinds of things were being
tried--largely on animals, but sometimes on human beings where that
seemed to afford the best way to acquire knowledge. That is the
whole basis of such research. To use natural metabolites with
radiation attached to them, thereby delivering therapy specifically
to an area, is the whole thing in a nutshell.

Strontium was considered very useful because it is an analog of
calcium. It has the same biological affinity. You mentioned
Pecher's work in your letter. Pecher had done a great deal to
establish the fact that strontium does actually behave--
metabolically--exactly as calcium does. His work was not [with
radioactivity, at first]. The beginning was--you give a person a
spoonful of strontium and it would do, for his bones, exactly what a
spoonful of calcium would do. But strontium was favorable from the
point of view of its radiological properties that could be
introduced in it, which is also a factor. It is a pure beta
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emitter. Its half-life is not very long. It could be used quite
safely in reasonable amounts to deliver radiation to appropriate
areas of the body.

Morris: It would go to the area that needed it rather than just generally--

Dettner: Since it is a bone-seeker, you would use it in a case of an
osteogenic tumor. Because it is going to go to the bone, the tumor
will be bathed in beta radiationm.

Morris: Wasn't there a big flap in the fifties about radioactive strontium
turning up in milk supplies and therefore threatening the youth of
our nation? '

Dettner: Yes. I don't think that it was anything very extensive.

Pecher demonstrated that strontium was a bone-seeker, but you
could expect it to be so because of its position in the periodic
table. You can predict what elements are going to behave similarly
in living tissue.

Morris: It is a basic science issue?

Dettner: Yes. The whole method is simply to be able to attach some radiation
to an element that is normally deposited in a certain part of the
body and thereby deliver therapeutic radiation specifically to that
area. The analogy is radioactive iodine for the thyroid. It
doesn't go anywhere else.

Morris: Did your strontium paper establish that this was going to be a
useful technique to use?

Dettner: Pecher established that the metabolic behavior of strontium is
exactly the same as the metabolic behavior of calcium. This was
just one demonstration of how it could be used in a situation of
osteogenic carcinoma. Just one of many illustrations of how it
could be used. There was nothing conclusive or remarkable about it
at all.

Morris: Were there other parts of your research as you went on through the
years that did break new ground? That you were really especially
pleased to be involved in?

Dettner: In the sense that such methods of delivering radiation had never
been used before--it was all breaking new ground. The interest was
to explore the therapeutic effect of as many of these elements as
one could. There are a number of other elements discussed in this
book other than strontium. Radiophosphorus, of course, that we
talked about earlier. Phosphorous is useful in leukemia because it
is a ubiquitous metabolite. Therefore it is taken up all over the
body, including bone marrow.
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Was it well received?

Very. It was--[reading] "animal experiments showed high selective
concentration of radio arsenic in liver, kidney, spleen, and lung.
Uptake by tumor tissue was relatively low, but the distribution
pattern was altered by the presence of transplanted tumors in some
of the animals." Apart from the possible therapeutic effect, the
use of these elements was useful in determining the residence time
in the body. You could measure the output through excreta without
having to sacrifice the animal.

You could learn a great deal about the behavior of these
chemicals, actually, because they had a radioactive tag which
enabled one to follow them at every step, wherever they went. That
is the whole purpose of such investigation.

More on Donner Lab

[As I mentioned earlier], when I went back to the radiation lab
after Bela died, it was to establish a bioassay facility. Berkeley
had none, which was shocking.

Not very long after I went back, there was a case that had come
to litigation. The university attorney came to find out if I would
act as a witness. I said, "Tell me about it." It turned out that
an employee of the lab years ago had been contaminated with a
radioactive material through inhalation.

A urine sample was taken within a very short time, and was sent
to Los Alamos for determination of the presence of radioactivity and
it came back negative. This ended the examination. Another sample
was never taken, and subsequently the man left the lab and went
somewhere else to work. Some years later he developed leukemia and
died. His family was suing the university. The university attorney
came to find out if I would be a witness in the case.

I said, "I don't know what you would like me to testify, but I
can't. We don't have any data." He said, "They did get a report
from Los Alamos." I said, "Look, the man had a respiratory
exposure. It takes hours before anything appears in the urine
because it has to diffuse out from the lungs, and enter the blood
stream. A sample taken immediately after the exposure tells you
absolutely nothing. All that I could say if I took the witness
stand is that we don't have any data." He was bitterly
disappointed. One of my colleagues in the lab didn't mind at all.
He went and testified. I don't know what he said.
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Was there anything special going on that made the AEC become more
insistent about having a bioassay facility at Berkeley as well as
Los Alamos?

No. But it had become a policy of the AEC that no lab under their
jurisdiction could operate without a bioassay faculty.

But had there been an increase in employee--

No. It was a matter of policy that you could not operate an
institution like that and not have a place where you could
immediately determine what had happened and continue to make the
observations as long as necessary.

I was thinking that Glenn Seaborg had been associate director of the
lab before he became head of the AEC.! He must have known quite a
lot about what was going on. I wonder if he would have insisted on
the bioassay facility?

I think so too. John Lawrence, after all, was Ernest's brother and
he could be very persuasive. He would say that we don't really need
it. If we have any trouble we can always send samples to Livermore
or Los Alamos. Fortunately the Atomic Energy Commission said, "This
won't do."

Can you put a date on that, when you went back?

Yes. I went back in '60. I wasn't back two weeks before this
attorney came to talk to me.

Looking back on it, would you say that an unexpectedly large number
of people working at the lab did eventually contract leukemia?

No. I don't think so. I think people who were just rampantly
careless, like Joe Hamilton, got it.

lSeaborg, who had directed plutonium research for the Manhattan Project during
World War II, was also associate director of the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory,
a position he retained during his years as chancellor of the Berkeley campus
until 1961, when he became director of the AEC. University of California, 1868-
1968, Verne Stadtman, New York: McGraw Hill Book Co., 1970, 383.
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Women in Science!

Do you have any comment to make about what it was like being a woman
in science in those days?

I thought it was fine. People have always asked me that question.
But I never felt anything but perfectly comfortable.

You never felt that you were being held back in any way because of
your gender?

Not at all.

It sounds as if they didn't take women in the sciences very
seriously.

That is true too.

Did you feel that got better over the years that you were there?
Yes, very much.

Were there enough women around, either at the lab or back and forth
between the lab and the medical school, that the women could caucus

together and speak up for their rights?

No. There were only really one or two people. There were almost no
women at all at Livermore.

I was enormously impressed a year or so ago when they asked me
to come over and give a talk at Livermore.? It was chiefly for the
women in the various fields. I was simply amazed, not only at the
number, but at the quality and the kind of work they were doing.
They were doing really sensational things.

1994 Visit to Livermore Lab

Did 'you have much contact with the Livermore people when you were
there?

IThis section combines Mrs. Dettner's responses to similar questions asked
by Hughes [Tape 6] and Morris [Tape 10].

2In 1974. See article in supporting documents from Livermore Lab newsletter

about Mrs.

Dettner's visit.
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None.

It was the understanding that they were focused primarily on weapons
development?

Right. It was operated by the university, but no--in thebbiological
field we had no contact at all. Now it would be a very different
matter,

Now it seems to be that they have a parallel organization out there,
part run by the department of energy and part run by the university.

That is right. I was very much interested because the day they
asked me to come and do this talk, they sent a car for me, to get
there in the morning. I spent several hours being taken on a tour
and seeing in detail what was going in these various laboratories.
It was fascinating. One of the things that has happened has been
the ability to isolate DNA, and therefore to study it, which was not
possible in my day.

Were there the beginnings of DNA research in your time?

Just the vaguest beginnings. Now, by taking a sample of chromosomes
and examining them in certain ways they can tell exactly what
radiation effect has been on living tissue in the most fundamental
way. We had no way of doing that at all. It is absolutely
sensational.

I heard a very brief mention on the radio yesterday about the
current research indicating that DNA molecules, themselves, can
adapt over time.

It is supposed to, yes. I don't think anything biological is written
in concrete. It can always change and adapt. Adaptation is the
great gift.

These things are just fabulous to see. They take wonderful
care at Livermore of the health of the staff. They are really
vigilant to avoid any damage, as they should be. Very, very good
health service which involves everybody. I was tremendously
impressed with the whole thing. I am sure what I was able to tell
them [about my years at the lab] sounded primitive as possible.

I would imagine that they were pleased to meet somebody who had been
there before--

They seemed to be very interested, yes. They were an excellent
audience.
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The Berkeley Lab and Campus Administration

In the beginning, it seems as if the lab was very much autonomous
because it was working in new territories.

Yes.

By the time you left in the 1970s, did you feel as if the lab was
more a part of the university community?

No. I didn't feel so at all. The hill was something to itself,
totally. Donner, which was all biological, I thought also was a
thing completely unto itself. It had virtually no contact with the
department of biochemistry or anything else. By the time I returned
to the Berkeley lab, the department of biochemistry had moved over
to the medical school. That contact wouldn't have been maintained

anyway.

I am not clear about the relationship organizationally between the

- Donner Lab and the Lawrence Berkeley Lab.

Donner is part of the Radiation Lab, [which is located on the hill
above the campus]. Donner is near the Hearst Mining Building. It
was built on the bones of the old Radiation Lab and Crocker Lab, the
building where I first worked.! It is the medical and biological
part. Whereas the hill is completely physics.

You were subject to whatever their funding and federal government
regulations--

Whatever funding the Berkeley Radiation Lab got, that covered the
operations of the cyclotron and the physicists and so on, plus the
Donner Lab operation. It was funded outside of the university. The
university never would have insisted that the Berkeley lab have a
bioassay facility. But the Atomic Energy Commission did.

Was Glenn Seaborg a presence at all while he was chancellor?
Yes, they all were. [E.O.] McMillan was head of the physics end of

the Berkeley lab, John Lawrence of the medical end, Seaborg, of
course was around. They all were.

lAccording to the university Centennial History, the original radiation
laboratory on the Berkeley campus was operated in the Civil Engineering Testing
Lab from 1931-1959, at which time the building was demolished. 1In 1939, the
William H. Crocker Laboratory was completed to house the 60-inch cyclotron. In
1941, funds were donated by the Donner family to build another laboratory to
house the biology and medicine program of the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory
established the same year.
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Morris: Did it help, or increase the eminence of the lab to have Seaborg be
head of the national--

Dettner: I think, very likely, yes. The Berkeley lab was bursting with
celebrities, it had Ernest Lawrence himself, and McMillan, Seaborg,
more people than that, everybody.

Morris:  Melvin Calvin--

Dettner: Calvin was in the university in chemistry.

Morris: Right, but again, I wondered how much contact there was with people
in other departments. '

Dettner: Departments of the university? Not as much as you might expect.
After all, this whole operation was tied in to the Atomic Energy
Commission, not to the regents and government of the university.

Morris: Yet the university is sort of an umbrella.

Dettner: Very much so.

Morris: Were the questions raised that now turn up at contract time, that
the university should not be providing the administrative support
for military research? :

Dettner: I don't know. Most of the national labs are not directly
university-connected.

Morris: They are free standing?

Dettner: Take Oak Ridge, for instance. It had no university connection.
Argonne in Chicago may have a loose connection with the University
of Chicago, but not very close. Over the years they have all been
pretty separate from universities which may house them and give them
certain facilities. They are really very independent.

Morris: Pretty much all allow their staff people independence in what they
are doing and pursuing? :

Dettner: Yes.
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On Retirement; Consultant to the Lab!

Do you have anything more that you would like to say?

I think I've told you everything I know, at least about that period.
I was just delighted to go back to the Rad Lab in 1960. [Then] when
I approached retirement, I thought that I couldn't survive. Nothing
more dreadful could happen than that I can't go there.

But Doctor Jim Born [assistant director of Donner Lab] came
around about a month or so before I was to retire, which was the end
of the fiscal year of 1972 and said, "We were wondering if you would
be at all interested in taking a consultantship." Oh!

Best thing you'd ever heard.

Absolutely. So I did. The young man who followed me had just
finished his doctorate in radiochemistry, but he really didn't know
anything about the lab or how it ran. Ralph Christensen. Without
wanting to get underfoot with him, I was delighted to be more or
less on call.

I used to go over about three times a week. If he had anything
he wanted to talk to me about, [we'd talk]. Otherwise I had [use
of] all the facilities; I could do anything I wanted, and I did a
couple of little studies.

What on?

I did one on carbon-14 because I felt that the retention time as
quoted in the literature was wrong. And it was. It was
considerably longer than they said.

This was for animal research?

Yes, that was animals. The other thing was the environment. The
environment around the lab was interesting--natural radionucleides.

Natural. I thought maybe people in the old days had dumped them.

No, I think there was none of that. And I did some tissue studies
on animals that had died, like deer. They had not a high degree,
but discernible degrees of contamination with naturally occurring
radionucleides. It was very interesting. I can't tell you how
steeped I was in what I was doing. I just loved it. '

IThis section combines questions from Hughes [Tape 6, side A] and Morris
[Tape 11, side A] and deletes repetitious material.
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How long did you stay on as a consultant?
Only a year or so.
What finally reconciled you to the rigors of retirement?

I met George again, and we got married after much too long a delay.

On Doctor George Dettner!

The ensuing years were by far the happiest of my life--happy in a
manner that is possible only between kindred spirits. When I
realized that my early feelings for George had been fully
reciprocated, I asked why his behavior in those days had been so
glacial. He explained the promise my mother had exacted: if he
wished to continue to spend time with me, it must be as a
disinterested friend. Any display of deeper feelings was absolutely
taboo. (It would be difficult to exaggerate the bitterness with
which I received this news.) At the same time, George was being
constrained by his father from making serious advances to any "young
lady" until he had ten thousand dollars in the bank. As this seemed
a remote prospect at the time, he had little choice but to conform
to my mother's demands.

Without consideration of my mother's development, her
manipulation of my life would seem unnecessary and unkind. In 1905,
the year I was born, it was usual for young women to move from the
authority of their parents to the authority of a husband. The role
assigned to them--social competence, affectionate parenting,
generosity to the less fortunate--provided no participation in the
real life of the community, or indeed, the pursuit of any
intellectual interest. As we know, many early feminists endured

" obloquy and hardship in pursuit of their modest demands for the

right to express their views through the ballot, and later to attain
recognition of their political contribution to the life of the
community. In the view of such women, no personal sacrifice was too
great if it contributed to the goal of full participation. As my
mother shared these concerns in their entirety, it is not remarkable
that she was stimulated by the intellectual attainments of Doctor
Lillian Martin, and gratified by my increasing role in the life of
the community. I think she continued to believe that marriage was
inhibitory to women's progress and should therefore be entered into

!After completing her review of this oral history, Mrs. Dettner wrote the
following addendum to summarize thoughts on the meaning of her life, the result
of reflecting on and discussing her varied career for the narrative.
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only after more than due consideration and, even then, with no
assurance of fulfillment.

I can only say that my life has been richer in experience, and
in friendship, than I can say. I am grateful for the opportunities
I have had in professional and in community activity, and for all
the experiences from which I have learned what is important in life.






Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

164

X VARIETIES OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY WORK##!

War Manpower Commission, 1944

Maybe this would be the time to pick up on the War Manpbwer
Commission.

That basically grew out of the League of Women Voters. We talked
about how that led to my work with the state relief commission
and then the NYA during the Depression, from 1935-1939. 1
learned an awful lot from all that. I learned not only about
what the federal programs were doing but I learned a great deal
about the antiquated way that social work was being administered
in San Francisco.

The War Manpower Commission was much later, at the end of
the war. 1 was assigned to the regional office, which was in San
Francisco, as assistant to the regional director. What I was
supposed to do was get more women into the work force. The
foremen who were running the jobs and would have been their
bosses didn't want them. Most of my time I spent arguing with
foremen. It was a very unsatisfying job. I was drafted into it
and I didn't want to do it.

You had to take time off from your work with Dr. Low-Beer? This
was your job for a year?

Yes. That is exactly the point. I talked to my dear friend,
Richard Neustadt, who was the regional head of Social Security.
I said, "Richard, I don't want to do that." He said, "Look,
Anne, in wartime you don't choose your job. You go over there
and tell them you will be glad to take it."

Tape 9A resumes.
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The mythology is that one of the wonderful things about World War
IT is that Rosie the Riveter got to help in the war effort and
all these women became a part of the work force.

I know, but most of these nasty foremen didn't welcome it.
It must have been a great cultural shock.

It was. More than they could face.

Both directions, for the foremen and for the women?

It got to be an awful job because they wanted to hang on to their
budget. If they were to hang on to their budget, they couldn't
lose any staff.

The commission?

Yes, the War Manpower Commission. So when the last woman I was
ever going to get into a job was already working and I could very
well have left--I couldn't because it would have cut their
budget. I sat there making projections of employment levels
based on very inadequate information.

How did the commission go about recruiting women to take these
jobs when they did ex1st7

They did it by advertising and going around to different
communities. I didn't have to do much of that. I did travel a
good deal, as the regional office covered five western states. I-
would go to the head group in whatever the community was and give
them a pep talk, see what they were doing, and how many more
women could be employed. It was largely left to the foreman on
the job, actually.

To do the actual hiring.
Yes. They certainly had little enthusiasm for the assignment.

It was a matter of women just turning up at the factory gate and
asking for a job?

That's right, largely. We didn't have any way of having a
reserve of women and saying, "We will dispense fifty women to you
Tuesday morning." Nothing like that.
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I remember talking to Bernice May about this years ago, although
she may have worked in a different branch.! I remember her
thinking that the organization did a good job of predicting how
many people were going to be needed to--

That was part of our job, of course.

The man who was chosen to be regional director was not very
adequate. He came from one of the Hollywood studios. He had
very little idea of how to run a public operation with a great
deal of diversity.

Did he go back to the motion picture industry?

I guess so. He was furious at me once because we needed a new
typist or some other office worker--a black girl was well-
qualified and I took her on. She was sitting not very far from
the entrance to his own sanctimonious presence. He nearly died.

He wasn't ready to have an African-American woman in his own
office?

Absolutely not. And, "If you had to get her, you didn't have to
set her right in front of my office. What is the regional
commission going to say?" I said, "They should congratulate
you." . ’

Was there much of an effort made to bring African-Americans into
defense-plant jobs?

Not enough effort. Not nearly enough effort.

I discovered one day that the regional director was
entertaining in his office a woman whom I had known since early
childhood who was an active Communist, not avowed but generally
recognized as such. I didn't tell him, of course; didn't think
it was my business to blacken her reputation. After all, he
thought it was so nice that she was interested. Well, the fact
that this woman was from a family that my family knew well caused
me a very sticky time with the government.

It was when the Manhattan Project wanted Bela to be a
medical consultant. The FBI did a security check on both of us
and said that Bela was okay, but his wife was questionable. It
turned out that it was because of my acquaintance with this

lBernice Hubbard May, A Native Daughter's Leadership in Public
Affairs, Berkeley: Regional Oral History Office, 1976, 2 vols.
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woman. Apparently the things she dredged up about the commission
she passed on to the Soviet embassy, and they all turned up in my
investigation. And they said every cent she got she gave to the
Communist party.

Bela was terribly upset and went to see my mother, who was
very indignant. "Stupid people," she said. "How could they
believe that any information that unhappy girl collected would be
important!"

The FBI investigator was extremely understanding and
ultimately I was totally cleared, but I went through a very nasty
period trying to justify my existence. It was a very unpleasant
period for all of us.

What an experience! In the 1950s, would Bela have been asked to
sign the university anti-Communist loyalty oath?

That came up while we were on sabbatical. The oath was on his
desk when we returned, and he just signed it. Afterwards, he was
very distressed that he had done so. Before long, he was just
wretched with leukemia and not thinking about much else but
getting out of town. That's why we built the house in Larkspur;
one of the few things he continued to enjoy was the garden there.

I thought I might have trouble over the oath when I went
back to Berkeley in 1960, but I didn't.

[Going back to] your Manpower Commission work, did you do a lot
of work with the shipyards?

Yes.

Was it the shipyards themselves or would it be your operation
that was reported to be sending trains going back to the south
and bringing trainloads of black people in?

No, we didn't do that. We processed them after they got here.
We didn't do any recruiting from other parts of the country.

It sounds like there was a duplicate effort going on.
Yes, it was. It was a very poorly planned operation.

As I look back on the War Manpower Commission experience, I
believe that one of the important contributions of the program
was the impetus it gave to the day-care center movement. The
fact that a whole system of well-run centers for the care of
young children, has become a recognized element of urban life,
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has made it possible for scores of women to enter the work force
knowing that their doing so does not endanger the development of
their children.

League of Women Voters Energy Committee, ca. 19724#4#

Did you stay in touch with your league friends or with what the
league was doing?

Somewhat, but I was not really active in the league until I went
back as chairman of the energy committee. I didn't want to go on
with a very active role. Although I did continue to go to the
neighborhood groups. :

The league unit meetings.

The one which I would normally have gone to anyway was at the
house of a friend of mine out on Presidio Avenue. I used to go
there regularly and take part in the discussion and keep up with
their interests until I got too much involved in other things. I
haven't gone to a unit meeting in ages.

How did you find the time to chair a league committee?

Here 1 was steeped in the subject. It was when the whole
community was concerned about alternative sources of energy, and
the subject was of major concern in the Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory.

This would have been in the 1970s?

Yes. ‘I retired in 1972, when I was sixty-seven. Just about that
time, there was much concern about energy conservation, and
development of alternative sources of energy such as solar and
wind energy.

The San Francisco league asked me if I would give them some
information. I think they thought that this was something that
they ought to know a little about, but that it probably wouldn't
engage their interest to any great extent. They found that it
did. They were quite enthusiastic.

Then they asked if I would really get down to business and
give them as much information as I could. I said I would be very
happy to. They said I would have to come back on the board to do
it. I said that I would have no objection. They said that no
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president had ever come back on the board. I said, "Why don't we
start a new custom."”
Did you find the board had changed since the 1930s?
It was fine. It was totally different. Much better informed
people, of course, much more active people. Altogether very
interested. In purely physical ways it was different too because
so many women were working. Meetings couldn't be all afternoon
or all morning as they used to be. One had to accommodate to the

fact that women could maybe have late afternoon or evening
meetings.

They got things done more expeditiously?
Much,

How did you happen to be in the middle of things like solar
energy and wind energy?

It was all the whole talk at the lab. Everybody in any area of
science was concerned with alternate sources of energy.

In terms of running the linear accelerator and things like that?
Exactly, in terms of everything.

That seems like a very practical concern from scientists.

Of course. The league wasn't the least bit interested in the
biological work that I was doing. But they were interested in
and they wanted to learn more about sources of energy as they
might affect life generally. You couldn't be in Berkeley without
knowing something about that.

Because there was that much contact between the people--

It was the currency of conversation, all these energy needs.

Are there some topics we've missed?

We have missed certain activities in San Francisco, some agency
boards I served on and the Ford Foundation Committee on Aging.
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Neighborhood Centers Unification Plan, 1971!

[Even with] Bela as ill as he was, you still took the time to do
some community work and go on the Community Chest board.

A little, but not too much.

And this is when Larry Kramer comes into the story and becomes
one of your friends.

Oh, quite so. As I am sure you know, there is nothing passive
about Larry. He is one of the most dynamic persons I have ever
known and I regard his friendship as one of the great blessings
of my life.

About 1952, you went on the board of the Community Chest.

To fill an unexpired term, Frank Sloss was president of the Chest
at that time,? and Frank and I, of course, were lifelong friends.
Well, in the course of that, I became chairman of a--what was it
called? A committee, actually, that was concerned with
settlement houses and neighborhood centers. These in San
Francisco had long traditions of serving the people in their
neighborhoods, and they had their own programs, and very
distinctive programs, because they responded to the needs and the
wishes of their clients. All of them were basically an outgrowth
of Hull House in Chicago.

I became chairman, succeeding Jack Voorsanger who had given
a great deal of time and thought to the program but had been
unable to carry on because of a fatal illness.

Under Jack's leadership the Golden Gate Neighborhood Centers
Association was formed, consisting of representatives, both
professional and lay, of the agencies, and a few members--
interested and prominent persons from the community at large. It
was the purpose of the association to give the combined centers a
stronger voice, and perhaps a more consistent method of defining
goals and methods.

I wasn't in office very long when the National Federation of
Settlements headquarters issued [1965] what amounted to an order
to bring all neighborhood centers together in a patterm, which

ITape 10, side B resumes.

21954-1955.
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was largely a matter of controlling their financing and their
methods of operation. This was simply issued as an order. Our
whole GGNCA board felt that it would not be easy or even possible
to persuade the centers to go along with any centralized plan as
each center had its own traditions; and all were profoundly
jealous of their autonomy.

This is like the Telegraph Hill Neighborhood Association?

Yes. That is one of the original group of settlements in San
Francisco.

Which went back into the 1800s?

Yes, exactly. It was a response to the needs of the largely
Italian community which lived in the area of San Francisco known
as North Beach. It was sponsored by two very generous and
farsighted women, Alice Griffith and Elizabeth Ashe, who gave
most generously of both time and money, to.serve the community.

It was out of that [spirit] that the settlement houses of
San Francisco developed, each in its own neighborhood and with
its own clientele and traditions. I think everybody on our board
realized that it would be a very difficult transition for them to
be part of a standardized group. So it was decided that we would
ask the Community Chest to engage Kramer and Miller [later
Kramer, Blum and Associates] to do a study that would give us a
pattern, which we felt could be made acceptable to the settlement
houses, the neighborhood centers, and still carry out the wishes
of the United Way.

Kramer and Miller did an excellent study and developed a
plan which seemed as though it ought to be acceptable.! The
centers had terrible difficulty with it, and one or two were
extremely hostile to the idea. Kramer talked with a lot of
people from the settlement houses. They made a very extensive
investigation of how things were being run and the philosophy of
these various centers and they did the best possible job that
could have been done as a means of implementing the United Way
requirements. Of course, the United Way was especially
interested in the financial aspects of a merger.

They were suggesting one organization for San Francisco with
branches--

lnReport to the Board of Directors of Golden Gate Neighborhood Centers
Association" on "Rationale for the Development of a City-wide
Organization." October, 1971. See Dettner papers in The Bancroft Library.
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Right, right--which would all operate as branches under the same
rules and the same philosophy. The key element in the plan was
the director who would be responsible to the GGNCA, and who would
have authority over the individual center directors.

I think most of us recognized that, for the agencies, this
was going to be a very difficult thing to accept. The Booker T.
Washington Center, which was black, declared from the outset that
it would never accept such an arrangement., The Community Chest
then decreed that any agency which refused to accept the plan
would not be funded. And of course, anybody should have known
from the outset that nobody could refuse to fund a black
organization.

Well, its own board would have been up in arms.

Of course. Just utterly ridiculous. Kramer and Blum did an
excellent study of the whole program and proposed a plan which,
if any plan could have been effective, would have been. Some of
the agencies took it on with more or less willingness, but mostly
they did it very reluctantly, and some absolutely refused. The
board of the GGNCA was composed of representatives of each of the
agencies, and a few members at large from the wider community.

Ah. 1 was wondering who was on your board.

That was it. The agency representatives were very loose about
what they reported from their agencies. For example, in one
case, it was reported to the GGNCA that an agency had accepted
the plan. When it came to it, it turned out it hadn't even
considered adoption. The person who was representing them on the
GGNCA apparently thought it was easier to say that, yes, they'd
go along and he undoubtedly thought that they would, with a
little more persuasion.

The plan just was instituted by fiat?

Right. And the Booker T. Washington Center still maintained that
it would not go along, and, of course, it was funded. I mean,
what could you expect?

Do you remember the names of some of the people who were on your
committee?

Oh, let's see. Thorne Corse, who was an executive of the Bank
of America; Robert Stevens, Potrero Hill Center--he was an at-
large director; Jane Roos, Community Music School; Joseph Armin,
Mission Center.
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Was that when Florette Pomeroy was on the staff?

No, it was after Florette's term as director of the Chest. I
can't remember the name of the man from Telegraph Hill, who told
us that his board had accepted the plan and it hadn't at all.

Did you heave a great sigh of relief when your term was up?

Oh, heavens yes. I just hated every minute of it. It was
horrible. But out of that, I became great friends with Larry
Kramer and his wife.

As I noted earlier, the key provision of the Kramer-Blum
plan was the director. That person would have needed infinite
tact and great maturity to have worked successfully with the
individual centers. We had a candidate who had these qualities,
but who, because of a serious health problem in his own family,
could not accept the salary which UBAC [United Bay Area Crusade,
successor to the Community Chest and predecessor of United Way]
had established for the director. As UBAC would not consider an
increase, we chose the most successful of the individual center
directors. This was undoubtedly a mistake and after a year of
operation under the plan, the distribution committee of UBAC
abandoned the plan.

Ford Foundation Sponsors Committee on Aging, 1964##

Did you get involved in any of the Community Chest fundraising
activities?

No, never. I was never any good as a fundraiser, and I avoided
any such obligations as much as I could. No, I was about to say
something else about that--oh, yes. It was not very much after
that that I was asked to be chairman of the committee that was
established through the support of the Ford Foundation on
questions of aging. I want to tell you that I have been trying
to find a copy of the recommendations that the committee made,
but I haven't been able to run one down.

I don't remember the specifics at all any more. All I can
say 1s that it was a very good committee, and we did make
recommendations of a very substantial nature, and it did result
in the establishment of the Commission on Aging in the city. So
I considered that assignment as a success from my own point of
view.
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Was this committee an offshoot of the Community Chest, or the
United Way it may have been by then?

Well, yes. The Ford Foundation supported this within the United
Way.

So that they may have applied to the Ford Foundation for funding
for this?

That I can't say, I don't know. I would like very much to
remember what specifically were the main recommendations. I'm
sure that one of them had to do with health, because I know that
it was agreed that one of the, if not the major problem of older
people is health and must have consideration.

And this would have been in the middle fifties?
No, it was later, it was in the middle sixties.

So it would be coming along about the same time that Medicare
was--Medicare was passed in 1964.

Oh, yes.

And there was a lot of community consensus building paving the
way for that. ’

That's right, yes. Now, I remember very well that there was a
mayoral campaign going on at the time, and a very nasty little
man, who had originally been on my Ford Foundation committee, had
been asked to get off because he had done some things that were
really very unscrupulous.

Oh, really? Oh, my.

Yes. We did get rid of him from the committee, but at the time
that the report was just being finished and ready to be
publicized, he called me because he was working for one of the
candidates for mayor and he wanted me to slip him an advance
copy. Of course, I refused absolutely. That was the campaign in
which Harold Dobbs was running against Jack Shelley.

That's 1964.

Well, that's when it was, then. And this man wanted to give
Dobbs an advance copy, which naturally I refused to give him.



Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

Dettner:

Morris:

175

That must have been a strange campaign. I understand there were
any number of lifelong Republicans who were supporting Shelley in
that campaign.

I guess there must have been.

So I guess Harold Dobbs must have offended a number of people,
even though he'd been a supervisor for so long.

I guess so. Well, this man who was working for him certainly
offended people. He certainly offended me. Imagine thinking
that ‘a person who had worked on a committee would give out
special information to a political candidate.

Oh, dear. Yes. Well, this sounds as if it was part of the
beginning of general awareness of the needs of older people.

Yes, I think so, and I don't know how long after the issuance of
our report that the city established a Commission on Aging.

Do you remember who recruited you to go on that committee on
aging?

I believe it was Florette Pomeroy.

But you didn't have to go out and do the legwork to develop the
information?

No. Martin Paley was the staff person for the committee. 1
remember Martin came to see me one day, and he seemed very
restless. Finally he broke out with the truth, which was that
his wife was in the hospital about to deliver a baby.

Oh, poor man!

And he thought he should get over there. [laughing] And I said,
"I certainly think you should."

And he then went onto a health facilities planning commission
before he became director of the San Francisco Foundation. So
that reinforces your thought that one of the important parts of
the Commission on Aging was health care.

Yes. Oh, absolutely. It would have to be. Because I think
everybody agreed that health was the major problem of older
people.

Aside from being concerned about his wife's impending delivery,
what did you think of--how did you find Martin to work with?
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Oh, he was very pleasant always to work with. But I just don't
think that he was ready for the directorship of the San Francisco
Foundation. I certainly think they picked a gem when they got
Bob Fisher. »

Recapitulation

Looking back on your very busy career, you've managed to do a
lot of community work in addition to your scientific career.

Well, I attribute it to the fact that I had such a really limited
personal life.

Really?

Well, yes. I mean, I had a marriage which was in one way very
satisfying, and in another way quite the opposite. You reach out
for the things that will give you interest and stimulus. I've
always enjoyed working with people, and I've enjoyed confronting
the problems of our time.

And confront is the word for many of them, too. Yes.

Well, my mother must have certainly inculcated in me a feeling
that you have to have a part in the community, because when I was
six years old in 1911, I organized a parade of children to urge
votes for children. It was when women got the vote. in
California.

How marvelous!

And I marched them all over Belvedere with signs. But, as I said
at the beginning, I didn't start meeting people and getting
around in the community until I was in the league, which really
started everything.

Of course, Girls' High was the most marvelous experience for
all of us.

It must have been. Did you have student government there?

Oh, yes, I should say [that] I ran for president and lost, but
Ruth [Chance] and Madeleine Lackmann--she was then, later married
Justice [Roger] Traynor--and I were the debating team. We
debated every school in San Francisco. The only people we lost
to were Lowell, our very best. But anyway, this was marvelous;
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it couldn't help developing a tremendous interest in issues, and
a determination to learn and speak about them.

It's to our advantage that you kept up this interest.

Well, I don't know. It was certainly to mine. I mean, having a
tendency in that direction and opportunity which I did certainly
makes one's life very interesting.

Yes. Were there other women in the league with whom you've
stayed in touch?

Oh, yes. Many of them were friends and had been friends from
childhood or school. Oh, certainly. Well, for example, Ruth and
I took Edie Green to lunch about a year ago. Edie and her
sisters had all been friends of ours in school. You know, she
was the great cook and established all those cooking classes for
young women. I think she saved more marriages than anybody I
could think of, because she taught girls who knew nothing about
it how to put on a decent meal.

This is women of the generation who were raised with cooks at
home? That's an interesting social change I've never thought of
before.

Oh, that was very real. You moved from a house which was
properly staffed to a place where you were it.

Yes. How did she happen to think of starting a cooking school?
Well, I don't know. I guess because enough of her friends and
contemporaries were in terrible agony. As I say, I think she

probably saved more marriages than Ann Landers ever did.

That's marvelous. And then there was Caroline Charles--but she
would be later on in league presidents, wouldn't she?!

Oh, much later.

She speaks of Emma McLaughlin as her mentor. Did you know her?
Oh, certainly. Well, in Emma McLaughlin's oral history, which
Helene [Brewer] lent me, she speaks at some length of Caroline

Charles, and in most glowing terms. My own contact with Mrs.
Charles was extremely limited. I doubt that we could even have

!Caroline Moore Charles, The Action and Passion of our Times, Regional
Oral History Office, University of California, Berkeley, 1979.
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found common ground for the pursuit of our respective interests,
although we were on the board of the Council for Civic Unity
together.

Council]l for Civic Unity; Emma McLaughlin

Tell me more about the Council for Civic Unity.

Oh, I just was on the board for a while because I was, of course,
interested in the subject. I liked Ed Howden, who was the
executive of it. And it was just a board I served on for a while
which I thought was doing good things.

Yes. You must have had a particular interest in racial equality.

I did. My environment since early childhood had included many
contacts with minority people, but my active interest in their
place in the community was the result of my intimate acquaintance
with Mary McLeod Bethune--the first black woman to hold an
important position in the federal government. She was director
of Negro affairs in the NYA. One could not fail to be impressed
by the zeal and dedication with which she pursued her goal of
equality of opportunity for black people, and her determination
that black people themselves must assume their share of
responsibility for the prevailing attitudes with respect to
assimilation.

Was the question of race relationships particularly troublesome
in San Francisco, or was it more a matter of the time has come
and, of course, we're going to do something to improve things?

The time has come. Right.
Did you know Bill Roth?
I didn't know him well, but I knew him somewhat.

I understand he was one of the people who thought it was time
that there be a Council for Civic Unity.

Oh, definitely. And I think it was a very good thing that there
was., I was very glad to be on its board. I wasn't on for a
terribly long time. And it was certainly not one of the major
things that I was involved with, but I believed very strongly in
what they were doing.
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But not everybody's cup of tea, probably--

Exactly. Well, when I told Frank that Caroline Charles was on
the board, he said, "I can't imagine why she was ever on that
board."

Mrs. McLaughlin by that time was either dead or inactive.
But Mrs. McLaughlin, of course, was still a very powerful voice
in the league when I joined it and when I was president. I saw
her, of course, all during that time. And then I didn't see her
for a long time, because I was out of things in San Francisco.
But she and Helene became great friends; so through Helene, I saw
a lot of her during her later years.

I think I wrote this to Willa in a recent communication:
Helene and I had a Japanese friend, Chio, a geneticist who was
working with Carl Stern. We liked her very much, and she did a
lot of recreational things with us. She met Mrs. McLaughlin
through us, and she always referred to Mrs. McLaughlin as
"distinguished pahson." Helene and I to this day use that term.
[laughter]

Mrs. McLaughlin was very fond of Helene, so they saw a lot
of each other. Helene and I were given use of a house of a
friend of mine at Stinson Beach one summer. We enjoyed being
there very much, and took advantage of the opportunity to have
friends come over. One day, we assigned Chio the job of driving
over "distinguished pahson" for lunch. Everybody had a lovely
time.

Did she exert her influence as a power in the league when you
were president? Did she have ideas about how a president should
behave or otherwise?

Not in any personal sense. I think she had very definite ideas
about how the league should be conducted and how the people in it
should conduct themselves. But I mean, she never said, "Now, sit
on my knee and I'll tell you what I think you ought to do."

That was what I was driving at, actually.

Oh, no. No, no.

Sometimes the presence of past presidents can be sort of
dampening on newer leadership who try to go in a different

direction.

Oh, that's true. There was one episode--this goes back to the
Depression relief committee I told you about and how, when the
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state commission was appointed, it kicked out the San Francisco
committee. The women members of the committee were sure that I
had instigated, or at least strongly supported this move, when in
fact I had been its strongest opponent. Well, Mrs. McLaughlin
was so incensed when she read that the committee had been fired
that she thought the league should conduct a trial, but somebody

" talked her out of it, and persuaded her, I believe, that I was

not only not guilty but quite on the opposite side.

That brings us to a good stopping place, I think. Thank you for
sharing so much of your experiences.

[End of interview]

Transcriber: Shannon Page
Final Typists: Shana Chen and Carolyn Rice
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A “SHIP SUBSIDY” DEBATE

Girls’ High School Orators Win Easy Victory for Negative

“Ship Subsidy’’ received a tlean knockowt 'm'
San Francisca when the debating team of Girls
High Schoo! met the team from the Humboldt
Evening High School for a farensic battle upou
the following theme:

“Resolved, That the United States Support the
Policy of Subsidizing the Merchant Marine.”

The team from the Humboldt E.Yﬂl’.'-‘ﬂ H‘jﬁ}el

AL ' g o
_(S;ﬁ!}t;?l .':hseg(ci:‘og egeﬂ-ﬁm&aeﬁv:r:d the negative
kol u’:e:;ut:ee judges of the debate were Mr. J. P.

Martin, of the Anglo-California Trust Co., 2
graduate of Columbia University and a winner
of medals as a debater; Mr. Mavrice R. Carey,
a distinguished member of the San Francisco
legal fraternity; and Mr. T. D. Boardman, presi-
dent of the Commonwealth Club of San Fran-
cisco.

The three boy orators from the Humboldt
Evening High School made a valiant eflort for
the affirmative, but the brilliant young ladies from
“Girls’ High” were too well armed with telling
facts and conviaciug logic. Morcover, they
showed unusual ability in  rebuttal.  So the
learned judges. whe were not permitted to con-
fer before announcing their decision. unani-
mously awarded the victory to the negative—i. c..
to Misses Madeleine lLackmann, Ruth Clouse
and Annc de Gruchy, the three talented repre-
sentatives of Girls’ High School.

The Journal is privileged this week, through
the courtesy of Paul Scharrenberg, to publish
the three arguments which won the unanimous
decision for the negative.

First Negative by Miss Madeleine Lackmann

The question has arisen as to whether or not
the United States should subsidize the merchant
marine, and in discussing this subject we must
determine whether or not a subsidized merchant
marine would be necessary to the industrial
progress of the nation; we mmust study the his-
tory of the subsidy and determine whether or
not it has proved a success in the countries
which have experimented with it; we must con-
sider how such a plan would react upon the
financial and economic statua of the United
States. .

It is a sel-evident fact that the development
of an industry is dependent upon efficient man-
agement and co-ordination, and if these elemeats
are [Iacking, and if the proper spirit is mnot
backing up the industry, then no amount of
money that it may receive will further its ad-
vancement. The shipping companies of the
United States, at the present time, are not being
operated with the proper spirit, for the general
public, being primarily interested in the develop-
ment of the interior rather than of the com-
merce on the seas, has been indifferent to the
merchant marine. Now it is proposed to sub-
sidize our ships. but such a plan cannot be feasi-
ble, for a subsidy does not necessarily mean effi-
clengg, and a mere amount of money cannot

. possibly remedy indifference.

Perhaps it would be wise, before going further,
to explain definitely the terms of the question
and to outline the history of the subsidy. The
merghapl marine is a private industry operated
by individuals who are presumably interested

in that particular branch of commere A sub-
sidy, according to its dictionary definition. means
pecuniary aid granted by a government to a
commercial enterprise.  The afirmative. then,
proposes that the Government give a certain
amount of money, not for valuc reccived in re-
turn, but merely as a gift to a private concern
which is essential, no doubt, but not more so
than numecrous other industries are essential to
the welfare of the general public. There is no
logical reason why the merchant marine should
be granted a subsidy, and why it should carry
on its work, as a private industry, with the
funds from the public treasury.

In looking backward we find that a subsidy
law was passed in [Irance in 1881 for the pur-
posc of improving its merchant marine. How?
cver, the cxpected results were not attained. for
inefiiciency developed. Grear teets of large sail-
ing vesscls found it profitable, under the liberal
navigation laws. 1o sail around the world much
of the time in ballast.  That ~hipping com-
pany would seml one of jts vesscls on o oarip
around the world with pructically no  car
This was cerlainly a convenient paving propo
tion for the various shipping companics who
jound it unnecusss 10 develop a high degree
of efficient management, knowing as they did
that, at any rate, they would inevitahly rece
subsidy (rom the government. Perhups the affir-
mative advocates that our Govermment adopt a
similar plan in order tuo encourage so-called
“greater efficiency” in our merchant marine.

Italy has cxperimented in the same way as
France with as little success.  Spain granted
money to its merchant wmarine, but suspended
its law of 1909 at the outbreak of the wir, and
this was donc at the request of the subsidized
companies, who stated that they could make
ample profits without the aid «f the Govermment.
Austria and Hungary experimented with laws
similar to those of France, but attained com-
paratively little success. although large amounts
were paid out. In every case the subsidy has
been used as an artificial remedy, but it has
never served as w stTONg, permanent foundation
upon which to build an efficient and an inde-
pendent merchant marine.

It is true that in Japan, subsidies have becn
granted with some degree of success, hut the
economie conditions of that conntry are en-
tirely different from those prevailing herc. The
immense population of Japan makes it nccessary
for her Government to subsidize, not only the
merchant marine. but also the silk industry, the
tca industry. and every other essential branch of
her commerce. The Japanese Government must
do this in order to avert any disastrous unem-
ployment situation which niight arice in that
overcrowded nation. As no such conditions exist
in the United States. it is not necessary for our
Government to subsidize any of our industries.

he more important seafaring nations have
never advocated the plan of a general subsidy.
Great Brituin. for decades the leading maritinie
vation of the world, has never at any time
granted any aid to its freight or cargo' steamers.
and this is likewise truc of the nmiority of its
fassenger ships, 1t s a significane fact tha the
White Star Line. a company which reccived

no aid whatsoever from the Pritish Govermment,
I carner of

h been far more suceessiul as an er
dividends than the Cunard line. its subsidized
competitur. This again wmerely serves to prove

that  the  difference between  the  suceess and
failnre of the merchant marine lies in the dif-
ference between efficiency and inefficiency; that
the mere granting of a sum of money by the
Governmient to a shipping company does not
necessarily foster initiative and capable manage-
ment.

A= another case in point: Defore the war the
CGertan. merchant  marine  developed in  a
phienomenal way, although it never received
hnancial aid from the Government except for
scrvice rendered, such as the carrying of mail,
vte. The Hamburg-Americin Line, which was
one oi the largest and most successful com-
panics in the world, had uever at any time
recedved o osubsidy. 1ts suceess was due princi-
pilly to  eliicient co-ordinution and  direction,
which made it independent of any Government
arde Naewiay, Seeden, and Denmark have mer-
chant narimes that rank among the largest in

the world, despite the fact that they do not
st cubsidies,

Thas biving reviewed the experience of the
various countrics in connection with the mer-

chant marine, we (nd that the leading maritime
tations of the world have ncver granted sub-
sidie~ to their respective shipping companics:
that  Japan is the only country which has
found  the  subsidy  practical; but since the
ceonomic conditions of that country are entirely
different from 1hose prevailing here. the two
comntries cannot be fairly compared. \We find,
furthermore, that in every other cowntry in
which the subsidy has been tried as an artificial
stimadus, it has instead produced incficicncy and
rctarded the permanent suceess of the merchant
marine.  We Jearn by expericnce, and the ex-
perience of other countries tends to prove that

the subsidy would be unneccssary in this
nation.

Al the present time, the United States mer-
chant marine possesses several unvxual advan-

tages which enable it to compete with any other
nation in  the wortd. It has a complete
monopoly of all coast-wise shipping, and statis-
tics show that the freight tonnage carried in
thie coasting trade of the United States exceeds
the total freight transported in all the ships of
any other country with the possible exception
of Grgat Britain. No other country has sucl
tatensive  stretches  of  coast  with so many
valuable ports which are casily accessible, to.
gether  with the varied commodities secking
WICT transportation. It nmwst be remembered
that all of the coasting trade of the United
States is ahsolutely reserved to ships operating
under the flar of our country, and naturally
this has materially promoted the development of
American  shipping.  Furthermore, the United
Mates werchant marine comrols a large part
af the traffic ou the Great Lakes. and the com-
merce operated on this youte is larger than that
which pissed throngh the Sucz Cuanal. It has
wa-n Lrovad that the vessels used in our L"D:l_\‘“-
wise trade chn be used likewise to make ocean
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voyages, aud thus we sce that this one aspect of
the activities of our merchant marine presents
many potential powers.

Thereforc we sec that we have the foundation
of experience on which to base our shipping
commerce; we have the materials and the power
with which to build it up; and we nced but
one thing more—eflicient management fostered
by the active interest of the public. It is in-
cumbent upon us, as a_nation, to encourage
initiative and stimulate cfficiency in our shipping
ompamcs For reasols too numcerous to mcen-
tion we should foster and develop one of the
greatest merchant marines of the world, not,
however, with the temporary prop of a >ul)sul).
but with the given permanent materials which

. We Nnow Possess.

Second Negative by Miss Ruth Clouse

It is, of course, well known that most Amer-
ican mdustnes have grown greauy and acquired
strength since the Civil War. But it js a peculiar
fact that the Merchant Marine, unlike the other
industrics, has failed to prosper and develop
and to compete with other nations. There are
several reasons for this, but the one most com-
monly advanced by those who favor the suhsidy
is that the American shipowner is forced to
operate his ships under dlﬁcultlei inasmuch
as certain laws and regulations in the United
States force him to pay his employes a much
larger salary than paid to seamen on foreign
ships, and that, therefore, he is not on a fair
competing basis with other nations. And 50, in
order to equalize matters, it is suggested that
the Government give to the merchant marine a
subsidy to make up for this higher wage paid
to the Amecricans.

Of the total expenditures of the Amcrivan

trading vesscls beiween 7 and 12 per cent—
never more, usually less than 10 per cent—is
paid out in wages. Now, we admit that this

is a very good sized item when we remember
that the Chinese sailor is paid only a fraction
of that amount. However, the efficiency. which
is the keynote of the present-day world, is not
found in the Chinese, who, though they come
of an extrcinely cconomical race, arc just at
present “akmg up to the industrial possihilitics
of their nation and are not well acyuainted
with the modern efficiency methods. The Euro-
peans, while more progressive than the Chinese,
have been somewhat retarded by their traditions;
but America, being free from these harriers, has
accepted with outstretched arms anything which
spells progress. Efficicncy typifies the American
seaman. And because of the lack of this ef-
ficiency in the Chinese and other low-wage
foreign sailors these cheap men of other nations
will soon consume in wastefulness in the fire-
room an amount that greatly exceeds the hlgher
wages paid to the American seaman, who is
required by law to be skilled and efiicient. That
the American merchant marine can compete
with other nations, and without a subsidy, is
proved hy many industrial paralleis. It is
clearly shown by the fact that Amcrican manu-
facturers of shoes, sewing machines. typewriters
and other articles, paying to their employes the
highest wage found anywhere, are able to sell
their American-made  products in Europe
cheaper than the articles manufactured on that
continent. The laborers over there. while they
are paid a much smaller wage, lack the ef-
ficiency found in the skilled American working-
man, hence their product must sell higher.

Higher wages, combined with greater skill
and economy, then, are more economical in
the last analysis. And did anyone of us ever
hear of a subsidy for the Amcrican shoemakers
just hecanse they paid higher wages than were
customary in other countries?> And yet this is
the most common plea upon which those in
favor of the subsidy base their contention.
However, we contend that there is another
phase to the wage question, and it is one
which proves the claim to a subsidy, because of
higher wages, totally fraudulent.

Tt is interes(inz to note that these very
steamship companies, which lament so cloquently
on the alleged high wages they are forced to
pay to American scamen, and on the fact that
there has becn no assistance by the Government
in the form of a subsidy, do not employ on
their ships these highly-paid Americans, but
rather choose to employ Chinese, whom they
import to this country to become sailors and
who are placed on ships in our own port of San
Francisco at the lowest wage that a Chinese will
work for. This, the Supreme Court of the
United States. in the case of *Scharrenberg
versus the Robert Dollar Steamship Company,”
has declared, is not in violation of the Chinese
Exclusion Act, nor is it an infringement on the
Seamen’s Act if 75 per cent of these Chinese
can be taught to understand the language of the
ship's officers.

The last time that a bill for subsidizing the
Amcrican merchant marine was brought up in
Congress, those in favor of it discoursed bril-
liantly on the fact that the American seaman
was paid such a high wage that the Govern-
mene should lend a helping hand to the steam-
ship companies. And is it not a peculiar fact
that these same men voted vehcemently “no”
on an amendment which would have provided a
subsidy for all Shll)\ except those whose crews
were made up of Chinese sailors.

Therefore, the plain facts of the case stand
bare: That while the owners of the American

mierchant inarine bhase their right to a subsidy
on the ground that they pay high wages to
American scamen, what they really want is hoth
the subsidy and the right to cmploy Chinese.
For a quarter of a century America has an-
swered ‘““NO" to their wail and the fiallacy of
their arguments makes them worthy of little
sympathy.

The United Statex is a country peculiarly
sitnated inasmuch as it is an immense stretch
of land wherein may be found practically every
variety of climate, and, as a consequence, a
growth of almost every necussary product, If,
like Great Britain, the United States were a
small island with never more than a month's
provisions available for her immense population;
or, if like Japan, the United States were an
island overcrowded with people, then, of course,
we might subsidize our ships in order that we
might Dbe assured of an existence. But when
an immense country, which is ahsolutely self-
sustaining, suggests subsidizing its merchant
marmc, it can be secn that, to say the least, it
is unnecessary.

To subsidize our trading vcssels would, of
course, mean that moncy should be taken from
the United States treasury and given to the
various shlppmg concerns. The money in that
treasury is from taxes paid by the people. 1f we
do subsidize our vessels it will mean another
raisc in taxes and to again raise the taxes of
an alrcady overburdened public would be noth-
g less than outrageous for such an unneces-
sary cause. It can hardly he right to. tax a
pcople who are struggling under a debt caused
by an immense war in ordcr that a few steam-
ship companics may reach into the pocket of
Uncle Sain and get the moncy with which to

support themisclves. And why on earth, in the
first place, should the people of the United
States support a private industry? Is there
anything reasonable in such a process® If the
merchant marine does a service for the nation
Iet us repay it as in the case of our paying
for the transportation of mail, and if, as
Americans, we would glory in seeing our

merchant mariue mistress of the seven scas, it
is not by subsidics that this will be accom-
plished, for history tells us that the greatest
merchant fleets have Deen built up with-
out subsidy, as in the cases of the Hamburg-
American line and the merchant marine of
Great Britain, who, though totally dependent
for necessities on her trading vessels, gave
up the plan of subsidies and is today the
premier country in ocean commierce. Again,
there is the instanec of outr own merchant
marine, which, before the Civil War, without
subsidy, rose to first place. The reasons why
our country has not remained on top can be
explained in three parts.

irst.  History tecaches that “from the days
of the Phoenicians and Tyrians mastery of the

sea has been won and held by the country
which could furnish the greatest number of
skilled and valorous seamen. XNo nation ever

developed sca power unless it furnished the sea-
men from its own population. No nation has
fong retaincd seapower after its men quit sea.
A brief outlining of the maritime histories of
the Hanscatic Lcague of Venice, of Genoa, of

Spain, of Portugal and of The Netherlands,
proves that the really great sea powers were
those whose own men manunced their  ships.

There camie a time when the life of the sailor

was not all romance. when desertions were
punished by hranding the deserter’'s face with
a red-hot iron. This treatment, combined with

low wages, soon checked the trend of the
people to the sea. And immediately began the
gradual downfall of thesc maritime nations. In
1613 lcss than 7 per cent of the scamen, cx-
cluding officers, employed on American vessels
were native-born Americans.  So we contend
that America can prove no exception to the
rule. Experience has shown that other merchant
fleets could not hold their own under thesc cir-
cumstances, and it, therefore, follows that the
merchant marine of the United States cannot.

Second. The Amecrican merchant inarine, as
‘1 have previously stated, ranked first among
the merchant marines of the world before the
Civil War. This was the era of the wooden
ship. The time of the Civil War really marks
the first evidence of the decline of our merchant
marine, inasmuch as during this period she was
retarded because a great number of ber trading

vessels were destroyed by Confederate ships.
The second was that immediatcly following
the Civil War America turned all her energy
toward developing her interior. paying little
heed to the construction of iron and steel
vessels.

The third reason: It is not generally known
that American railroad companies have con-
tracts with foreign steamship companies, while
American vessels lie idle. Yet, this is an
undisputed fact—recently brought to puhlic
notice by United States Senator Ransdell of
Louisiana,

When we fully realize that our railroxads have
made secret contract with British, Japanese.
Scandinavian and German ships while our own
merchant marine is forced to tie up hundreds
of vessels for Jack of freight and that these
foreign stcamship lines continue to gain steadily
in the per cent of our ocean eommerce which
they carry, while onr vesscls transport less and
les_? then, perhaps. we arc¢ at the root of the
evil.

Third Negative by Miss Anne De Gruchy

My :ollcagues have spoken of the practical
and speeific reasons for opposing the proposed
subsidy  of  the merchant marine, in turning
to the economic ride of the question, we shall
be dealing more closely with the general and
theoretical phases of the subject. In this portion
of the discussion three guestions are involved:
(1) Why a subsidy of the merchant marine
would e an cconomic evil for the industrial
life of the community? (2) Why subsidies of
private  industries should in general be dis-
couraged? (3) Why a suhsidy of the merchant
marine could never be satisfactory in any way?

At the present time the United States is a
country in which vast enterprises take root and,
through the cfforts of their promulgators, grow,
with the result that production on an_enormous
scale is goinyg on in every branch of industry.
The most zealous of us, however, will admit
that as yet the natural resources of this country
have been barely touched. What is the inevitable
result of such a condition? Yearly hundreds of
industries are springing up, many of them with
glorious possibilities, many of them with little
or no financial support. It is the duty of the
Federal Government in such cases to step in
and lend a helping hand in order that the
young industry nced not perisih. This is fre-

quently done and it should be done with in-
dustrics not yet past what is known as the
“infant stage.” The inerchant marine is far

from being in its infancy, neither is it in any
way nearing hankruptey. My colleagues have
fully cexplained the reason for the present con-
dition of the Amecrican merchant marine, and
it may casily he seen that this claimed inferiority
is not duc to any lack of financial aid. We
st remember that the Government has only
a limited amount of money to use as subsidies,
Henee, and here we come to the crux of the
whole matter. have we the right as citizens to
subsidize  our already financially independent
merchant marine when that subsidy would mean
the starving out of countless promising indus-
trics, and to leave barren and arid huge areas
of lamd rich in resources of cvery naturc?

Let us now turn our atteniiun to the benefits
of subsidy in general. An industry is started
supposedly  Lecause it has  some claims to
cconomic sounduess, and by economic sound-

ness we infer that it has some guarantee of
ultimate success. I an industry is not eco-
nomically sound it should never have been

started, and certainly it should not be made a
Lurden to the Government. If it is economically
sound it is rcasonable to suppose that eventually
it may struggle out of its difficulties and achieve
cconomic independence, at least after it has past
the earlest stages of its existence. Then why
subsidize and continue to mp])or! it, \\astmg
money and curbing the natural initiative of its
promoters by bolstering them up and forming
for them a prop which in time would render
them wmrcl) incapahle of original activity and
self-sustaining life.

America is a country so constituted that every
individual or group of individuals in it has
first, last. and always, a fair chance. The
demovracy of this great republic makes jt prac-
vicaliv impossible for any industry with the re-
motest chance of ultimate success to be crushed
out of cxistence. Then why pretend that it
must have special privileges and special support?
Why waste vast sums of money where they
will do more harm than good?

Subsidies, then, if we open our eyes to con-
ditions, must scem, from no matter what angle
they are approached, to be economically an
cvil. Either they burden the Government with
dead wood, pernicious, hlood-sucking enterprises,
good only to drain thoroughty the pockets of the
public. or we lavish support where it is super-

fluous, putting on a dependent basis industries
which shonld and which vould, with unhindered
American  brains  and  ingenuity, flourish in-
dependently.

Let us revert once more to the statement
made some time ago concerning the present

inferiority of our merchant marine. Knowing
that this has not by any mecans always been the
prevailing condition it is only natural that
we should wonder at its prevalence now. And
it is equally natural that as Americans we
should wish, if even in the most passive way,
for a remedy. And it is here in the use of the
word passive that we reach the root of the
whole question. Prior to the Civil War America
was undeniably mistress of the seas, but our
merchant feet has been growing less and less
imporuant. f'or the past half century America
has turned her eyes inward upon herself. She
has been absorbed by the opening up of new
territory, by the starting of new mdustry Per-
haps we have been right—these ~ enterprises
have fed us to commercial greatness. But why.
will someonc tell ns, do we try to cover up
our lack of interest in our merchant marine by
walling for a subsidy?

Is it bevanse the American people care nothmg
at all for the future of their merchant marine?
Contrast that with Great Britain, where the
suvcess of the merchant marine means bread
and butter to practicaly every man, woman and

child. Do they know nothing of conditions?
They kuow cveryvthing about them, and what
is the result> Take a concrete example. The

“Imperator.” taken from Germany during the
(Continued on Page 1L
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MR. TAFT WANTS DIRECT ACTION? '

{Continued from Page 9.) )

has always been assumed that labor was a
proper subject for classification—that the
relation existing between cmployer and
employee made it so. On that theory em-
ployers’ liability statutes have been sus-
tained. On that theory the Clayton Act
was passed and on it rests the exemption
of labor aud farmers from many State
anti-monopoly statutes. Iudeed, it is on
that theory that labor is often told to look
to the legislatures for reliel from the dis-
advantages at which it finds itself in the
industrial struggle.

The Supreme Court now tells us that
this theory is mot constitutional—at least
as to workers who are on strike—and
throws us back on the nccessity of working
out the problems of industrial relations by
the same conception of property rights and
actionable injuries which governs other
and less fundamentally antagonistic rela-
tionships of human society. Ve have not
the power, within the Constitution, to
vary those rights so as to put labor in a
position favored above others. \We cannot
experiment in the field so as to put con-
sidered proposals to the pragmatic test.
Indeed the Chief Justice says: “The Con-
stitution was intended. its very purpose
was, to prevent experimentation with the
{fundamental rights of the individual.”

Well, so be it. The highest court in the
land has spoken and we now know the
limitations of our power. We cannot, if
we will, follow tlhe example of England in
her Trade Disputes Act of 1936. \What
courses are lef{t? They are not many, nor
are they promising.

Organized labor can adopt the slow and
discouraging course of agitating for the
adoption of a Code of Industrial Relations
by constitutional amendment; it can how
to the inevitable and be content to eat
humble pie; or it can attempt to break the
power of the judiciary by direct action.
These alternatives are not pleasant to con-
template.

If in future years Truax vs. Corrigan
comes back to plague us in terms of de-
fiance of the courts, we shall know where
to assess the blame.—The (New York)
Nation.

JEFFERSON AND INJUNCTIONS

Thos. Jefferson said of the injunction
process:

“The germ of dissolution of our Fed-
eral Government is in the judiciary, an
irresponsible body working like gravity,
by day and by night. gaining a little to-
day and gaining a little tomorrow, and
advancing its noiseless step like a thief
over the field of jurisdiction until all shall
be usurped.”

And again:

“If we ever losc our liberties it will he
through the action of the Federal Judici-
ary, who with a life tenure of office will
fecl themselves the law and construe awav
the dearest rights of the peopole.” ’

—_—

The man who puts himsel before the
cause is traveling a road which mav bring
apparent temporary gain to himself for
the time being, but in the long run he
generally injures himseli as well as others
by such short-sighted selfishness,

WEEKLY NEWS LETTER.
(Continued from Page 3)

roads is being considered by the Railroad
labor Board, on appeal by the Railroad
Shop Employes’ Department of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor.

Party Lines Weaken
The weakening of party lines in the
national lawmaking body alarms the non-
partisan element known as the “Old
Guard.” For years special interests have
secrectly operated as a bloc. Nothing was

cver said about this bloc by men who |

are now protesting against the formation
of groups that dely party discipline and
publicly announce their purpose.

The Senate farm bloc is the present
concern of special interests, and its de-
fenders. Groups representing economic in-
terests, organized along non-partisan lines,
is the nightmare of those who have pros-
pered under party discipline.

The weakening of party rule marks the
beginning of a new era in legislation, and
is in line with forty-vear declarations by
the American Federation of Labor.

The “Old Guard” is bewildered because
its orders are being ignored. Various
methods have been discussed to check the
new movement, hut to date nothing has
been found that will restore the good old
davs.

A “SHIP SUBSIDY” DEBATE
(Continued from page 2)

war Dby Great Britain, has for the past two
years Deen:making regular trips between Eng-
land and the United States carrying thousands
of passengers annually. In contrast, the "Le-
viathan,” taken by the United States, seems
to have scen her final service as a troop ship.
Since the war she has lain idle and positively
rotting on the docks at Hoboken. In the mdan-
time valuable money is being used to support a
huge army of watchmen. Briefly, this is the
situation, and it is the situation that American
citizens have brought upon themselves, and,
frankly speaking, it is the sitwation that they
want,

But to cover up that negligible fact they go
with outstretched hands to Uncle Sam for
money to make us “supreme upon the seas.
The public is emotional; sober second thought
wiil come later, and when they hear the cry
“put our flag upon the seas” they are inclined
to be overgenerous and turn-a sympathetie ear
to_the private shipowner’s plea for money and
<till more money from the public purse. But in
their hearts they know, they must know, if they
are not blind to every existing condition, that
it is only American brawn and brains which
can ever restore our former position. Truly,
there are some things which money cannot buy.

To summarize briefly, then, we do not need a
subsidy for our merchant marine. Conditions do
not warrant it, and in many respects it would
do more harm than good.” Moreover, such a
subsidy woiild jeopardize the industrial welfare
of the country by taking possible support from
other industrics. And lastly we hope to have
shown that a subsidy of the merchant marine
can ncver accomplish the things that we should
expect and demand from it. It is not a sub-
sidy that will put our flag upon the seas and
ur youth into the ships,

At best we can learn only by experience. The
expcrience of others has been pointed out and
we Lrust that the difference between other
countries and our own, in this respect, has heen
made obvious. We have seen enough to know
that mob-yelling, emotionalism, and cries for
“eur country above everything.” when they are
accompanicil by no action of any sort, Icad to a
terrific noise, and stop there. l.ct us, as
erican citizens. with the best interests of
country at heart, press forward to over-

o

come the element of begging. those who cringe .

in the semi-darkness of their half-truths,
begging for an annuity for themselves, which,
H lack of a better name. they have called a
idy. Tet us stand alone. trusting to our
native ability, our initiative, and our own skill.
us, in shorl, be Americans in the true
of the word, and then. when we have
cved that. then. and then only, may we
of the greatest merchant marine of all
then may we prepare to sce our flag
supreme nnnn the seac<!

o
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Hay 21, 1935,
(ALr a11)
ionorable Ueorge Creel,
1099 lNational Press Building,
Yashington, De. C.
Jear Georet

Hr3e igarl Fe Treasdwell is leavins for Washington
tomorrow, arrivinr tﬁeré et the end of the week, for the
purpose of takin~ up certain problems on behalf of the Ttate
smer-ency Lelief Adninistretion with lir. :lopklns and otherse
She w1l be stavins at the Hotel liayflower for sone days
after her arrival next laturday evening,

1 'mor of vour high re-card for her and that you will
we lal To see her ant o he of assistance to her while she is
in .ashin~tone I have su-ceated Lo her that she call upon you.

Jou will recall that she is a member of our new |
Delleflele Coomission, !:ince yonur departure she has been doing
extrgordinery ani splendid work in connection with the State
Relief Administ-ation, and those who are faniliar with the
situation belisve that she has contributed more than anyone
else to what has been accomplished here durlng the past few
monthse

Always devotedly yours,
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a8y 21, 19356

onorable ‘. "o lcAdoo,
-enate Office Duilding,
‘ashington, Je Co
dear ‘iac:
I have just given iirs. larl 7. Treadwell of this

city a letter of introduction to Yisg 'ard, asking l!iss

‘ard L0 2sclst her in the matter of retting in touch with
avsrnanent ofTicials in Jashington,

-:re, "readwell is one of our Jemocrats hore for
whorn ‘eorve meel and I have a very hi-~h rerard.

1 am writing you this personal note to supplement
my letter of introduction and to ask that ryour offlce
asrist "irse Treadwell in connection with her stndy of the
emer-ency relief prorram in which she i1g especlally inter-

ested,

Yours sincerely,
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day 21, 1935

e Cyril ‘ynne, i8Qe,
Jenartment of state,
‘ashington, Je Co
Dear Uyr»ll:

sipae arl F.Treadwell, who is a friend of llargaret's
and mine, ani who is doing dlstinpulished vork on our State
Zmerpency elicf Adninistration as a menmber of the Suate
Cormiission, 1s cominm to ‘as incton this week, arriving by
next Hundar, oy O6th. The will be cstaying at the ifayflower
lotele |

Ithe purpose of her visit is to take up wilth lire
lopizine and others in charre of national relief problems
those quostions which have 2 bearing on the Californie relief
situatione

It 4is her P£irst visit to Washington and llargaret
and I will appreciate it very deeply anythinsg you may do to
assist her or to meke her staj in VWashington a pleasant onee

Always yours,

VEH s$xH
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JAMES S.MOORE.JR.
SOUTHALL R. PFUND
THEODORE R.MEYER
MOSES LASKY
A.M.DREYER

M. B.PLANT
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BrROBECK, PHLEGER & HARRISON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
CROCKER BUILDING CABLE ADDRESS

BROBECK
SAN FRANCISCO

May 25, 1935.

Mrs. Earl F. Treadwell,
Mayflower Hotel,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Iirs.

Treadwell:

Mr. Henry F. Grady, who, as you doubtless will

remember, was Dean of the College qf-Commerce of the Uni-

versity of California, and who now holds an important

position in the Department of State in connection with

problems affectling foreiecn trade, happens to be in San

Francisco for a short visit, but 1s returning to Washington

within the next day or so. I told him of +the fact that you

were 1In ‘ashington, and he said that he and Mrs., Grady

would be happy to give any possible assistance to you while

you are in Washington. If you should have occasion to call

upon Deen Grady, I am sure that he wlll be very glad to

S6e you.

MEH ¢KH

Yours sincerely,






‘3 X i\/fc,w:.v N\

“ﬂ r Sl
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Member of SERA Board
Expected to Receive
New Job

Mrs, Earl F Treadwell of San
Francisco, member of the State
Emergency Rellef Commission, and
women's fleld representative for the
Federsl Housing

youngest president the San
Francisco Oenter, California League

D_ynamlc Mis. Treadwell Due

To Head State
Y

Youth Dnve’

MRS EARL TREADWELL, ~ .
'Anciher big job in offing. :

APPENDIX D
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STATEXIHT PREVARTT FY MF. RELEH T, JERNCY, CHATRIALR 7F IR
STATE RELIEF COMRISALITN 70 BEY SUBBITTED TO THI NTIT METTIRS
OF THE COMRISETIH ABD COMMPHTS THEREDN BY THI BTATE AD0THINTEATNR

(Bote: The parsrsphs shown i nuotem represent thr Chsirman'y v%J+'~fr*
tho peragrashy dbelcr erch eonaecut_ve amperrash reprasent

letrstoris compents on the Chadrnsn¥e et a‘e*cn..}
.
1. *Recent relsceee by Frrnk Y. Peloughlin, Federsl Works Prorrscs !fénin.

fatretor for California snd State Fellef Administrstor, indicste thei ths Iiiwwe

of §202,000,300 is still the Federal aslletment for thls State, expenduble by

Californis durin; the fisesl vesr andimg June 30, 19267

The alletment of $70I 72,230 Tor e Stote of Celilurnis weg bened on
g cxgs loxd of 19 4,5&;, T mix OVEIESE men-yvesr cont of 81,0850 The slietsent re-

iresents all the money tu be furnisbed te the verious agencies -~ Lovernment thst
will do rwork umder the nex program, lneluding the work to be done directly bv Hie
Works Propress Adutintetretion, T Howe informed the ruthoritles in Farhlinston
that our mctual cape load, inclading transieats, La 733,274 inetecd of 137,509,
wiich #aa the zuote of unemployed zszxigned 4o tuis Stote.

2, "Should Federsl sllotments bs mede on & desmis of csse losd rather thsn
on 8 busis of population, Califcrniata share would be spproximately 2289,200,000.
ind that was, 2 we undersicod {t, the bagls mnncunced bty the Srasidant when the
Congress made avalleble more than £4,070,000,900 for work and relief progrswe in
the Unitad States.®

I have informed the Pederal suthoritiee thet it ahaXl be my objective

to secure sufficient prejects to plece the entire oame load of 290,276 at work,
It vould be much bettsr, in my opinion, to provide work for all the unemployed,
ov«n'thaugh the msney lesta only eight months, than to provide work for two-thirds
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ef the unemployed for a whole yesr. I we are zble to develop sufficient proflecie
{ond I am sure we will be 4f the procent iimitation of ocst of £25,000 is increcsed
gnd the apcasnr'e contribution of 205 is docfeaaed) to provide jobs for 11 <l the
eliri{ble wemployed in the State, I an certsin additionsl Federsl funds will bs pro-
vided. There ghould be no worry ou thls score 28 I hrve glrendy irlormed the
Foaderal autacrities thet I en zeiny chend itk the obieglive of puttins w1l o7 e
ellyible unaemplioyed to work,

3. "The dif’erence in the rilotment sctuxlly mede and the smouni zllow-ble
under eguitebles diatribution may smep the difference hetween & succassiully opercied
work snd relief jprograg and & make—shilt progra,a"

This 1= snseered in tne receding paragrzsh,
4e *ie & rogalt, it is noccsaary to sxerelse [resaure Lo interest leenl
pelitionl subdivieions in e Federsl work ;wogrewm on # basis of 207 pertieipmtion.

1ie plan 18 even now meoting with stubbtorn resistauce gn tae part of Los sngeles
azd 3sn Fraaciseo, I understsnd that Los Angeles hes viriuslly refused, and thet
San Franciseo intends te join Los Angelea in such refussl, to aponsor projects where
any cash, meterizl or supervision rhetesever iz to be contribated by the aponscr,
Both of these cities have prejwred snd, it iz understoed, are to egubmit direstly %o
Whanington placs for z 1007 Federrlly undervritten progrem. Indleations warrant the
feoar that thelr dencrds may be at lemst partlially conplied with by the Government
qt Fasnington,*

I wes officianlly informed that sponsors would be expeoted to contribute
pot leas tnan 208 of the total cost of projects. Yi is estimated that xppro?imntely
408 of our total relief load will bs represeated by persons eligible to wark on
srefesaional and service projects. We have no limitstion of eost on projects in
these flelds of activity and we find that the cost of material and supervision eb
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sach projecte is about 57 cof the ecst of the projects. The 835,000 limitstion
end the 20% contribution by sponacre spplies to only epproximately 60T of cur
vragrst. I have rocosmendad 1o the Federsl authorities that the €25,000 limite-
tion be imerersod to £100,970 pnd thrt on eerteia types of uonstruction rrejecis,
guat we aternm drufos snd sanitary severs, there be ao limitatlion., Preojeecls far
aark improvenents, recresticual frellities, eurnz rnd gutiers are not limited (o
the §£25,000 cost. I hnve also recomwended to the Federsl suthoritiee that the
2% cuntribution by sionsers be Ceorcosed to 5%.

It {s correct to stete thst Lcoa Angeles hes virtuslly refused to ;ro-
vide in excess of 5% of the caet of the projoetg 1t will gubmit to WPA, The
City of Les sngeles iz prenered ite subait s pregras of 16D prejects inwelving
EL, 230 maneyesre snd 87 000 320, on which 11 1312 eontritute 7,934,003, or
sllghtly iu excoss of S%. Ir. Liecwd Aldrieh, City Inrineer of Los kngeles, ls
now en route tc %ashington, due to arrive there ebout Supust 15¢h, for the pirpoze
of .submitting the City's progras to Mr. Hopking eand ¥r. Hinckley. We have en v
renzezent with the YL in Sar Troneimes 2wt warlous ;rejscte such &g eeniters
gsewers snd storm draima, which exeeed B tetsl cost of 225,000, =uy be rejected
by the PRA and made eilgible for the ¥TPA. The preogram which ¥r., Aldrich will sud~
mit in Weehingion conteins 160 such projects with e totsl estimsted cost of rp-
proxinetely £57,000,000, recresenting 52,800 man-yesrs of work, or s total o8~
timeted ccat por man-year of slightly in excess of 21,000, Er. Aldrich {nformed
me thet he is prepared to present documentury evidence thet the Clty of Les . |
Angelea cannct rrovide more them 5% of the comt, or £2,900,002, as the City hss
alresdy exceedod its linit of bonded indedbtednens.
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In &eu FPrencigece the foliowing procedure 1# tc be followed:
L. The city will set up work projects covering ¢ six monthe

period indicsting such centributions ss they are stle to

arke from current “unds whieh will nrob&bly be between &

#nd 10 per cent.
<. Thoe ¢ity will wmlertake ic endeavor to reise aduiticnr1

funds b" marns of » hend lgsue with the understanding

it suck funds will be uged ss centributisns tewnrd

protacts o be submitted Yor the second six menths period.

>s Frojects vill be prespared on the basig of the security
srge, using for estimcting parposee & period of 120 hours
nor uonth.
The City of Sn Tranciscc had prepared e program representing $25,000,000 worth
of work repreaonted by 119 rrojects. I find tMnt ocut of the totel, only 86 pro-
Jucte mny be eounilereu accentztle to the WRPA, The 846 projects sceount {or only
437 of the toisl nusler of mun-years canssn. The remnining projeots are of such
gige or ngture tirt they coould sroperly be smubmitted te the Public ®erks Admin-
igtrstion. Im additfen to the 86 projects that we helieve to be eligihle, the
ciiy has-a program involwving tho aetiing back of curbstones and the construgiion
of puttera theti will cost sbout £2,000,9%), 7T believe this preject cnn bhe con-
sldered aceepteble to the UFK on tne terma of Pulletin ¥o. 14
e City and Couniy of San Franclseo i= prepared to include in {ts pro-

gram the constructicn of the San Francisce Bsy Txposition or Yerba Buens Shoals
which ig estlizeted to eost $12,500,059., On this particuler unit of the program
$5,500,950 will be furmished in cash. T have been relirbly informed by the
suthoritiss in Vasalngton that this particular unit is being given eareful con-
siderstion by the ¥4 exsmeutives.
5, fSan Francisco may undertake to hold s $5,000,000 bond slection in
Rovenber snd, upen the namsurances cf a reagonable sttempt to pass the bond, it is

undprntood that the Torks Progrosa Mnministration will be expected to advance .

100% of such sums as mzy be required 4o pressntly maintein a work prograz in
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thig raeginrd are now bveing considercld in Tashlimgton and I hone 4o heve some definite

informstion concernimg them within the nexd weei or len daya.

8. FOL priesry imceortsnce siso, during this pericd of heavy uneaployment, s

the problem cf planning a cefinite [inancial program for the State. Any such plann-

Aing must be besed, necesssrily, uwon the aspumstion that the Pederal Governnent

w1l contlinue 1o crrry £ ohore oF fhe crst, commensursie with I1ts brosder inxing
powverg end mory diversified sourcee of revenue.®

I 2r» in complete accord with the statenmend conteined in the preceding nera-
greph. The Tollowing tslulstion showg the {otsl eost of &1l relisefl proprams frem

Janusry 1, 1933, to Jume 33, 1375, and the soupoes of the funds:

TUEL CIERAL % STATE i _LACKYL 3

[, — e

1833 29,138,769 10D 17,922,002 43.E 0 1,752,125 4.5 19,458,647 Lo.7
1934 66,330,151 100 49,474,719 7i.- 45,054 .1 18,250,776 27.4
1938 (6 mos.j70,725,721 100 46,370,335 6L.6 24,596,951 4.2 758,245 1.1
Totnl 177,604,651 100 112,707,%64 6.5 20,430,130 U.8 0 38,587,156 1.7
S. "The provision Tor £254,73,700 mnde hy the Stete Legiszlsture in the peners’

fund Ludzet for the firgt half cf the eurrent bisnnium, rud & like sum for the second
half.theroof, wag predfioated upon a distinct understsnding sith Federsl suthorities
thet tihese mmounts Ialrly repressntel the rvaaonable‘ inenciel resgpomsibllity ol

lifornia for all unemployment relief. These State approjrietions were definitely
based upon the propositiom that Californis was thersbyr and for the entire bisaniux
providing as much money for reliefl and distress dus to unemploymsnt as it was Tinan-
clelly atle to ralse. That such ia the fsct 13 clearly indicated by the pressnt un-
talznced budget of the State.”
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10. *%e are Informsd that, prior to the submiszslon of the two $£24,000,300
bills to the Legislature, Prank Y. Melaughlin, e&s Stste Relief fdminisirstor, dis-
cuased mll knewn sspects of thisz matter with Federal officisls. Ye recelved st
that time assurences thnt the spprorristions and the sanner of expenditure thereof,
ag provided in the rroposed bllls, were sstisfecctory to the Federsl CGoverurentt
and, in fret, conctituted the reazsonelle eontribution of the Jinte of Cslifarnis
to too relief srogran for the bienndum. It wey ulsc, w8 are {nformed, the under-
stending at that time that any suns, in sdiltion +¢ thoge ~rovided by the Etste,
necessary for the relief of distress dus to uneuwployrent, would be supplied by the
Yederal Government.¥®

{Combinipg purazr-oohe 9 and 10):

It is corrent to ctute thn! fhe Federsl nuthoriiies o, reed thrt » contri-
puticn of $48,050,303 en the psrt of the Siate for the current hlenniuw would be
deemed to be s2n ecultable contributiom. It wea maés elesr, Loxever, thst cther
political subdivicions wauld be expecied to make contributions in addition ‘o the
Statets §€48,003,000. Thr Federal Fmeryency Keliel Azpropristion Act of 1325, ap-
oroved April &, 1933, prevides the sum of §4,002,73 4,033 for relief and work rellef
to be used at the discretion of the Presldent until June 30, 1027, the lest da% of
tie current hieanfum., It was aasumsd by the 3tste and Federal euthorities thet
the respective funds would be spent over e pericd of two years endimg June 30, 1937.
Subsequently, on or about Jume 1, 1935, the Federal suthoritice decided that the

_entire 4,000,300,000 should be spent during the first yesr of the blemmium, ending
June 30, 1936, It appears reascnable to assume, therefors, that it would oﬁly be
equitable that the Biate's appropristion of $48,000,000 be apsnt over the seme
pericd ss that of the Pederal Government. It is true thet in the great majority
of csses the citles end coumties are unable to maintsin their average of 21.7%, inm
fact, they cennot saintsin an average of 10%. The Stste hss sppropristed

$24,000,000 for the next fisecel yeer, st which time, 2ecording to the present
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Federal pollicy all Federsl funds will heve besn exhaustod. ﬁ;a;n it erpeers
equitsble thai tae State should come to the efd of the polities] subdivisionsg and
supply their shsre, I_da not sean o infer that the State should centinue to
finance 36.5% (Stnte end locel combinn&) of the wnemploysent relief burden, but |
de maintain thst it ghonld spend ida funds acnourrently w1tk Pedersl fundz and
Csupply in pard, from State apvroprintions siresdy mude, the delieclencies o “he
loeal subdiviegions.
11. "The ocperationg of the unemploywent reliel =roormr, & wndertsaken dr the
Works P:ogress diminigtration, would larpely solve the entire reliefl rograge—
4f 1denlly consummeted. We rezlize too well,, Howevsr, thet difficulties slrsady
in evidetce muke impesgille suy sueh sn idezl consummeiion,”

I sn in eomplete socond with e views exoTesscl In thw Jrecediug onra-
greph, The delsys encountered im cetiing the ¥4 proyrsm ander wery vere unsenlde
sble. It vas nét-until we hré atisnded tune Federal weelin; in Vaahinrton during

the week of Juie 17th snd the reglouel meeting in Salt Lake City frem July Asi

with ihe ¥PL orogres. ke of August 16, 1235, we hiawve recelived edbout 1730 epplics~
tions representing 40,000 men-yeers snd approximetely 073,733,000 dollrrs.  Ae

of the same dute 806 appliontiong, representing 16,31/ man-years and £12,566,648,
had been forwardaed to ¥aghincton for approvel. e had not received any approvels
from Weshington as of Auguht 15th. We snticipate 3ifficulties in getting suffi-
clent ajplicatione because of the $25,000 limitation on certain ¥P4 projects and
the requirewent of a minisum contribution of 20% on the part cf the sponsoring
ageney. Regommendstions heve besn made to Weshington thet we hope will remove

these two impddimentc te gecuring appllostiona. ¥e have, however, scheduled our



BPA program tentztively as feollowe:

Honth

Sertember

October

¥overaber

199

Bo. 1o be Femoloved

£0,090
250,000

202,000

e

%e have macde ne estlzxtes beyrond November of tne nuwmber o servons tnal vwill be

put 1o work under the ¥WrA progrux &8 we sre awsl{ting decision froc Vsaninpton on

the limitstion of the cost of projects and contridutiocns on the pert of the

sponsore.

Tee following tebulstion abows an ectimsted dlvision of rellef clients

betweesn SBRA and %A through November 1935, apd is hegad upon cur estimeied peneral

unemploywent czge le-< Jor the sornith of June 1925

Mtaer
SeFaRoh oivhe Tadaral
: tzenclarp
Yonth Grand Total Fork Direct Toteal ¥ark e
July 229,800 151,200 78,630 225,830 For the
| _ presend it
Angust 220,020 246,70 77,300 220,70 18 nasured
tinnt other
Sertexber 220,000 86,700 T2, 170,220 52,797 Pederal frenciec
doinys work under
October 220,70 70, ¥¥2 73,0 180,575 this srorram
vill abacrb
Hovember 220,330 20,070 20,003 233,070 Transients cnd
seagonel ine-
e-vane 1n care
load, —_—
pi- "Few now believe that unemployrment relief leg entirely sn energsnoy
AeASUTe,

It seexs resaonable to masume thet it nill continue tc de & smjor pro-

blem for some time. Manifesily, the pituetion will besome cven more acute as the

spending of the State!s second 824,000,000 takes plece. It 1, thevefore, felt

essential that Celifcrnia’s rellef expenditures everzge mot more than $2,000,705

per month; and the State Rellel Commission has, by formel resolution adopted at its
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last moeting, so directed the State Rellef Administrator. This setion of the
Commission e in line with the thought that these cutlays should be considered
-ourrent expenses; and that, eas z sstter of pelicy, the Btete should lssue no mere
bonds for relief jurposes.”

If unepplorment reliel in Califormis contimuez 4o be a mejfor prodlex
representing any substantiel proporticm of the précsemt caze losd efter June 20,
1936, the State's second £24,003,030 will be wholly inadeguste unleas surplemented
witk other Stats or Federal funce. I am of the opinion that 1t would be wize to
continue t.o. cooperate with the Federel Covern=zent in axeeting the problem, I hrve
complied with the resclution of the Comuiszsior’ in restricting expenditures of
. State funda to £2,792,000 & month but I now recommand that the State Relief Commis-
sian glve cereful c:nfmiderat-ion 1o Y expenditure of Stste funde concurrentilr
‘with Federal funds. I reslize thet leglalutive sction ir necessary dut ss s yre-
lininary step I recommend that I be suthorized 4o conduct negotintions with Jeverncr
Nerriam, and the State Unewmploywent Finance Committes on Pinsnoe, with the odject of
uaking it possibie to spend the antire £48,000,703 oconcurrently with expenditures by
the Federal Govermment and in ecultadle proportion.

13, "Te shole problem seenz to resclve itself zround twe propoaitions:
. (1) w1l the Federal Government continue to grant to the State of
Californis such rums aa sre rensonzbly neceasary, in eddition
to the £2,000,000 psr month of State funds, tc properly handle

uneaployeent relief? ”

(2) 8hall Californis be allotted its full share of Federal relief

. 2, based upon case load, sc es to permit epproximately &
1 Federally financed program, such as now obtaine in meny
other Statas?

Should point 2 be definitely determined at am early dste, it is oertain thst
grants under point 1 will be discontinued, or very severely curtailed.:  Should
peint 2 not be sc deternined at an esrly date, or continue along limes mow obtain-

ing, 1t is certain that for ms2ny monthe Yederal srants to Celifornisz will be re-
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quired in substantiel amounts. In sny event, the Stste Rellef Administrator znd
the Stete Reliel Commission zre Jolntly charged with the responsibility cf deter-
nining whet courss of action is to be urged upon the Pedersl suthorities.”

211 caves tranpferred lroz SERR to ¥PA will be paid for from Federsl
furds. If, and when, the ertire SERA umemplorment csse lord is transferred to
PR, theoretically =2t least, there w»ill be no direct relief, ¥e know, howevsr,
that this ldesl condition cannct be realind,» oxcept as hereinsfter provided
under paragraph 23, It appeers tc be only ecuitable that the eligible cases re-
painiug on work ané direct relisf with S8ERA, pending their eomplete absorption by
¥FA, be pald for from Pederal funds provided, Miwever, that the State's second
$24,000,030 be meds awailsble for use during the present fiscsl year, as well as
the $24,092,230 now being used. |
4. *¥ithout sny adverse criticim vhatsoever of the present Administrative
0fficer, divergént opinions are hald &s to the =dviestiliily of msintaining the
Woriks Frogress Adxinistration snd the State Ralief Administration under oue snd -
ths seme Adminlstruator.®
15, "Cme view ig that; the condusct of these two branches of relief work wey
invelve apparently conflicting interests; and, regerdless cof his desires and pur-
poseg in the prexmises, the single Adminigtrative (fficer cannot satisfy both sides.
It 15 thought that the ftate's chief relief offlcer must et all times be in & posi-
tion to make strong and indepmdent repressntations to Weshingtems tnpi.;g son~
-stantly before the Federal suthorities its obligstions and commitments to Californie
and making clear thoss problems peoulisr to this State. And in so doing, he must be
able to make those repressntations without embarrassment and without econfliet of in-
terest. As a Fadersl offiocer, in direct adainistrative line from Washington, the
Administrator nay be wable to urge the State's viewpoint without ignoring orders or
Jumping over the heads of his superior officers.® |
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16, “The proponerts of the itheory of contimuing this dusl zdoinistration
hold thet Celifornia hee not the funda to maintain s seperate Btate program, aud
‘that after £ll the interest ¢ this State is mersly to suprlement the Federsl pro-
gran by ecntributing thereto the monthly sum of £2,00),000. Therefore, thers 4s
nothing inconsistent——sand; In fnct; it ig clesrly sévisnhloa——0nr the srme
offiecer to held both wositicna. It iz felt thet the twe prosrsme ere jugt now 59
completaly intertwined tnst it veouid be both difficult and expenaive tc geparate
them, In the nriural course of evente, all of the works setivitles will be in the
nands »f WPA by the ond ol the year-—and posaibly by the end of Kovesber—and to
‘announce & Se;arstion of the two programs at this time would causs much adverse

pablicity without corres_onding henefitg.®

=

T "ue ugropenents of Beparsiion s;rec thst Celifernis hrg nct the funds to
supersede s Federsl program but point out the following: Two apparently distinct
srofgrans are now tc be f‘ollomq. {1} an employment program es fzr removed from
direct reiiel sa posaidle and as near es possible to conditions in private ine
dustryy and (2) & reliel program =hich 1¢ intended tc is¥e up the sleck of the
ahove propram precissly in rstic to fte fellure to Tunction ideally.®

18. *The separationists hold thet Pedersl srants made to the Governmor, to be
expended by the State Relief Administrator under the guidance of the State Relief
Commission, mav continue es heretofore and thet the Adminlsireior for this purpose
must be distinetly a State officer, workiny, of course, under remllation; priv.;
dowmn from time to time by the Federal Emergency Relief Admintstration.®

19. "There should, of course, be no sntagonise between the two prograasg

one iz naturslly supplomentary to the other, The only possidle eonflict i that
opposing responsibilities now devolve upon a joint Administrator. Thet may prove
embarrassing to the State and to the Administretor himself, snd mey result inm in-

Jury to the program. In sany event, should it be deemed sdvieabls tc have two
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Adninisiretorg, one Stste anc ons Federsl, the State officer should be one who is
elready thoroughly ccaversant with the work, entirely sympsthetic with its object-
iveg, and one whio zill at 21l times work in complete harmony with the Federsl
Works Adminfstrator. He must be definitely persona grata to the Federzl author-
ities us upon thex devolves, in rrect msasure, the responsibllity for the complete
suceerss of ihe program.’

(Combining peragraphs 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 snd 19):

If, azx‘zi vhen, the Ferke Progress Adminiatration plsceas &ll of the sligible
unemployed st work in Californis, 1t s obvious that there will be no nesd for
direct relief and for the orgeniszation thet Lgsow known as the State Fsergenay
Rellel Admintstration excert in skeleton form. ¥e kmow thet 1t vill be extremely
difficult o eliminate enilrely cirect rellefl im pome of the major counties., There
will alwzys be the casey that vill reguire direct relief from the terminatiom of
one job to the clientts essignaent to snother. Under the pressnt regulstions of
WPA, 1t will be difficult to provide projects ic sbsorb 21l ths eligidle unemnlayed
tuat, 47 the modifleostions thet have been recquasted are grented, the task will not
be difficult. It 18 fair, therelcre, tc assume that we will place st work all of
the eligible unemployed in Crliformie during the prezent yesr. We pust, however,
provide & safegusrd in the form of direct reliaf sc tunt t.*.am shell be no suffear-
ing in the Stste. I.hnn suggosted that we comply with the request msde et the
last mesting of the State Rellef Comaission held in Ben Francisso on July Z7th, by

_lr, ¥illism H. Loach of the American Public Wellfare Executives Asscoiation, to

turn over to the welfars depeartnents of the respective qomties all of oy -ou.giblo
suployadbles that are unemployed and pey the ooumties for the cost of earing for
thea, pending the tizme the clients are put to work. The President has issued @

. msndate to the effect that we must and shall quit this business of direet relief,
'%e are in the business of work relief., The couniies! charities damta are,

and always have been, in the business of direct relief. If we continue in ihe

buaineas of dirsct relief, there is duplicetion and unnecessary expenss. I hrve
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recomzéended sirongly tc ﬂfshiu;tcn that we get out of the businaese of direct relief
by turning cver eligihle/ﬁﬁ;mp103abiaa ovér to the coumty welfare depariments, pend-
irne the time ther are placed 4o work, and thet we reimburse the counties for such
care, I that recommendsiion is cecepted, the State Fmargency Rellefl Administraticn
ergarization wiil he Liruideted during the pregent vear, excert for guch skeleten
stead! ng mey be recuired t- supervisze direct relief by the cuunfy velfare departe
wents,. That {5 one very good resson Ffor msintnining ths tuwo sdministrations under
one hsad,

The transition of the work rellef progrem frem the SEFA to the %P2 can
be effected much more expediilouszly sand oconomiselly by having the twe administra-
{tions under ons hesd, That Lo & secoud good resscn for neiniaining the two corgan-
lzeticons In 4nelr present steate,
204 "Just recently strong protests heve been made, and sinuld continue to te
zade, to the Pederal Government in orcder that Celifornie nm~y not be heanvilr and un-
fairly pemalised. The State hus besn advised that Federal grants for yeueral gad
transient relief purposere are bolns sharply curteiled. Thir policy, except that
pertaining to transient service, seems Jusiified at this tise only as e direct re~
sult of, and in proportien te, the nbsorpiien of reliel workers into the Federel
program, 8ince tﬁa rate of accelzrztion of the work program, and its resultsnt abe
sorpticn of workers, 15 in n¢ sense dependent upon, or controlled by, any sat of
the Btate of California, spy withdrawel of funds—other than as herein indicated—
Gefesta the purposes for vhich relief funds were appropriated, and in effect
mllifies unilaterally the understanding had belwessn the State of Californis snd the
Poderal Government. The Oslifornis Hellef Gomrission, under date of July 27, 1935,
pessed unsnimously & resolution covering this mstter and asked the Stete Relief Ad-
ministretor to present the same, viganwully; 15 the Yederal Covermment. Attention

must 2130 be ealled to the fact that the Ziate of Californiae hés an extrexely hesvy
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trsnalient burden, provision for which must necessarily be made, During &t least
the latter half of the montk of July, trunsients pouring into this Stete pusbored
mora than 1,300 per day. %e unisrstenc that the Federal Governazent purpcaes 4o
return to their homeg rll transieunts coxing into the Stnte alter furust let, who
neve ners no vielcle mesng of independest support. Te trust that there mar be nno
faflure ¢f this intsaticn.”

Fe understand that ihe transients ere to pe inteprsied into the ¥FL pre-
gram, ¥We alreedy kave plans under wsy {or plscing s substential puamber of the
treasients at work on forestry projects., After e£ll of the transients sre plsced
to work under the Works Progress ﬁdministrafié;: end particularliy cn Pederzl pro-
Jects, the cogt of their care will he ueid vhally by the Federel Government, there-
f'ore, there ¢an be no complaint. Pencinr tle time that such ls sccomplished, it is
correct to aspume that the Federal Government sghould continuve toa spproprisie funds
to take care of the transients.

2, iOne thing”nbw soemg cléer: in the mettisr of current expenditures for
unemployment relief, it is essential that the State continue to maks prcper'ro-
jreaentations to the Federal Covernvent tc the end thet Federal sporopriations will
fluctuate without uncerteinty or the unfortunste delays recently expsrienced, as
the relisf load mey require and in direct proportion av the combined works ae-
tivities increase or diminish.? ' _ >

I am thoroughly in sccord with the contents of the foregoing paragraph,
22, "0f importance also is the necessity for osreful geuging o2 the effeet
upon bg{@naan in general of carrying on this large exiificisl spending program.
Oaly by the most careful sanalysis can the 8tate even attempt to prediet mhat its
problems will be after the presevt Federsl prograz is corplated, It is not tc bhe
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expacted that the load will be z¢ diminished et thet time tamt it c@n Le carried
by the State clene.”
I am in complete mccord with the foregoing parsgrenh oa naviderce? by

ny respomse to paragraphs 14 to 19 inclusive,

(e
ARy

23. *Parhape the wrost important tesk now hefore this Stste iz the necep

”

for developing its social projsrem and administraztive crencier =c e to preperly
coordinate the accisl nécurity prograx of the Federal Governmsnt with activities

in this field within the State., Conditions canrot continue ss st ;reseni, Ad-
rinistrative expense must bs drasticslly curtailed. Dirsct rellel, cr the dole,
rust be cut to the very minimux both as to numbers and as to lndividusl receipis.
Yvery possible economy must be effected and tue orgenisaticn wusi te made &8
.nozrly ideslly efficient &35 pogeible.?

24 *"The Stote Rellef Administrasior and the State Rellce” Comminslon are now
.ccnfrcntod with the respeneibllity of determining whether or ne the beet intersats
of the State and of the unemployed nqt abzorbsd into the works progras msy best be
sorved by the expenditure of relief funds through the sresent administrative crgmn-
ization,®

25, *In the interast of economy and sfficiency, and &s & normel approsch to
& problea which must be .assumd to be s continuing cne for many montha to coxe,
already existing etate eagencies aight be used sg the instrummnt for the administra-
tion of State relief., 7This would reguire safeguards and reyulstions set ;p enly
a_ftar proept but exhsustive study. The Commission might properly initiate & con-
trolled survey snd study of this suggestion. Investigeting the facts, asking for
reconnendations from competent persons and, in genornl, deteruining the feasidility
and practicebility of the plan. Any such investigaiion should be prefaced ¥ith &
1imited agends to inelude, awoug others, the followingi-—

(1) The nusber of County ¥Welfare Depsrtments under cherter
or othiervise.



)
(3)
{4)

(5)

(€)

(7

(e)
(9)

{10)

(1)
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The atandards of such County Velfare Departments.

The standarde and efficiency of relief jresently afforded.

The tralning snd experience of workers psrticipating in
the locel relief program.

Limitations of county charters effecting immedicte operetion

of such bodies and their legsl risut and prectiesbility tc
disburgs Stete end Federsl funds,

Conferences with the Attorney’leneralla office as to legeld
1imitations, charter szendments, enebling leglglation, ete.

Tendency of locul welfare cepartmenta to atiempt to use Etute
and Federal funds for unemplovables and reluctanee to assume
responeibility therefor. _

. :U‘
Survey of case lcad---present End sntieipsted.

Determining nocegsary numbers of workere, their availebility
Yy tranafer {ros SFRL and othersize.

Cuanges in personuel, qualifications, organisstion, legiszls-
tion, ete., reguired to enable existing or created fiate

and loeal depertments and boerds of social welfare tc efficisnt-
ly sct ea the agencles for unemployment relief,

Attitade of the FYederal Government in connsction with such
trangfer,.”

26, *It is suggested thst this survey be startsd et once end be conducted .

under the puapioes of tne State Rellef Coamission, through a committee o not

.pore than three; that an exzscuiive seoreiary be appointed to take active cherge

of the work as a SERA project, in collsboration with the Stete Relief Admin-

{strator.*

>

-

_(Combining parsgraphe 23, 24, 25 and 26)s

-

I thoroughly agres that administrative expenses must be drestiecally

. oartailed and direct relief should be elintuated to the greatest exteNY &t the
~_sarlisst possihle date, Orders have Beem given that sdministrative mxpenses
‘thmAhmwmhmmmmummmm
‘4sily, It should be remsabered that the sost of Social Barvios represents
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about fifty percent of our aczinistriiive cost. In anslyzing administretive
cost repcrts it should alsc be noted that such i{tems es maturial and equip-
ment ars included in administrztive ocosts. In other words, the actusl relief
granted in the form of wages on work relief and checks representing budget de~
ficiencies on direct relief comprise the total relief granted, A4ll other -
gxpenses of every nature sre considsred ee overhead or sdministrative costs.
It is true that the cost of mmterisl and equipment is but & small fraction of
the total cost of edministration. Attention is oslled to this as ad sdeinis-
tretive itex merely to show that the systex of accounting we use is unusual
as compered with private industry. Other items, of course, are included under
adminigtration in our accounting system.

So f#r as direct relief iz concerned, T am unqualifiedly in faver
of turning cur unemployed employables over to the Welfare Dcpaﬂmenﬁ of the
counties pending the time they are placed &t work as outlined more in detail
on Peges 13 and 14.

24, We have on file 1in our Division of Research and Statistics & good
deal of data suggested t0 be secured by the survey ret-rred to in Paragreph
£5, 1 agree that the plan for the survey is an excellent one and it has al-
ready been started. It is estimeted that not tc exceed thirty deys will be
required for its completionm,

87, %*Some definite policy should be evolved ks scon as possible, ., In any
event, the State must prepare itself to adrinister to a load which cannct, in
the very mature of things, be provided for by existing and contemplated employ-
ment ectivities, It must, in se far as possible, set up & work program of e
character which will lend itself to that type of psrsons who will inevitsbly
constitute the residues, after regular employment activities are in full swing.*

4 work relief program for border-line ceses has been the subject of

discussion ever since the SERA program was inftisted, ¥e heve trisd out the
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' Community Gardens end other urojecte requiring light work on the pert of men
end women, but without great success, except the relief clients received a check
for work dons instesd of a budget deflclency check, A program of this nature
was recently proposed for Imperisl County. It was merely e make-shift that
would enable the recipient to receive a work relisf check Znstesd of a udget
deficiency check. The cost of producticn on projecie ¢f this typs i=s inmeasur-
ably out of resson anéd leads only to violent criticism. of the program, I agree,
however, there will be a large number of suach cases that cannct be cdeemed to be
one hundred percent unemployable and it is up to our ingemuity to devise useful
projects to absorb them, In the case of mamial workercy ané they form the gresat
asjority, we have not yet developed projects that I deem useful, but we shall -
continue our endeavors slong thel line.
26, YRith such informetion availsble, the State Rellef Acministretion
may then plan, with Federal and locel governments, for thome necessities which
must inevitably follow termination of the Federal spending proprem, The Com~ -
mission may then meke such conserwative recommendations %o the Legislature as
its investigation and experience may indiczte; and the Legisluture of this
State has good right tc expect the guidance of this Commission.®

We have in our files velusble catz collected under the direction of
IPr, Jeter, one of the most eminent Socisl Workers in Celifornisj similar datas
géthered by the Californis Conference of Socisl Work, and by a Committee of
the League of Women Voters, In adédition thereto we have 2 vast store of data
in our files collected by our field representetives and their assisients, When
the Fact Finding Survey referred to in Paragraph 26 is completed At 1{! rosone-
mended that & research and statistical project be authorized under ¥PA to cone
solidate all informmtion that we now have and tc secure the balance that will

be necessary in order that the State Relisf Commission may be in a position te
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submit its recommendatiom:at the next ssseion of the Legislature which is
l.nt.ici;patod for Decsmber of this year or Jamuary of next year, |
’ In conclusion it is & plesasurs to state that lr, Ralph E, Jenney,

Chairman of the State Relief Comxission, hes presented the essentlal
features of our relief program in an excellent manner, particularly those
 that regquire attantion at this time, The comments I have made are intended
nerely to slucidate seversl points, the principal ones being:

(a) Financing the unemployment relief programj

(b) Cealifornia's squitable proportion of the £4,000,000,000;

(c) SERA and WPA under ome Adminil’tra.mr; and

(d) Transferring eligible unsaployed employables to County
Welfare Departnents.

Frank Y. MclLaughlin
Administrater
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 August 16, 1935

Er. Robert #H. Himc

lesistant m-zﬂ's%
%oriks Trogress Administration
c/o ¥ayflower Hotel

Eashingion, I, Ce
Deur Ur. Hinckley:

lr.myhblmq.m.otthShhw - mailed
Fyou & statement iugust 12th, consisting of %ine peges, which outlined.
views on ssveral vital issues conceraisg uwsmploymesnt relief im Califormia,
1 viecussed the zhole matt~r with MNr. Jenncy during an sight-hour conference
in Sar Francisco om the 12th, I told ¥r. Jemney I would go over ths statement
ecarefully an: give him my views on the nrimeipel subjects. Thers will be sent
you ¥ith this lstisr a documunt comalsting of 20 pages which comtains wy com-
sents, paragraph by peragraph. Nr, Jemney and I sre subatantielly in socord
on tho principsl subjects and I believs after eur meeting in Los Angeles or
SanDlogacnSmduy,&ngustlath,udubumhgmtomuanthn}u
isnues,

- Ta Wief; ‘ths v mmw*&www T
iag captionss
4. Financing the unsaploymeut rslief programg
Onuronh'a oqniublo proportion of the u,ooo,ooo.ooo;
BERA .-s Iﬂ mﬂcr m musmwl aad

Mmmammwnﬂmuuum
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8,000, mmm“ummmzmmmm»m a
wummmmwmmmmw
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Wr. Robert E. Eiuckley 213 August 16, 1935

B. Zrenaferring Elisible Ugemployed Emplevables o
mmw

I an thoroughly in accard with Mr. Jennecy. I belisve arrangesents
" 'shoald be made a3 s00n &2 poscidle to enter into en agreement with the varfous
countier in the Etats to tzke over our eligibls unemployed pending the time
they sre pleced to work, the connties to be relmburzed for the expenze of course.

I told you over the telephone that I was in comrlete aceord with
. Jonmy smd that is true, The objoct of my writing & deteilod statement,
comsanting on Nr, Jeonney's statemsat paragraph by parsgraph, iz to previde
hin with fgeddeas in detail, I expect {0 meel Mr. Jemney {n elther Los Angeles
ﬂmﬁmmm. the 18th, and go over the whole aftuation with him,
- uulmttomtﬂmor!mmiarnnknpluerhum
B m for the purpose of Jisoussing the mditurc of the §48,000,000
State fum? during the present fiscal year, .moct to ses Hre sitch and
‘Mrs. Workean s= well,:

Y reslige from ¥r. iubrey ¥illiems! wires ithat the zituation must
be pretiy difficult in ¥eshnington; and 1 feel I san work thls matter out here

with the Governor, the Ztste Unemploysent Finance Comxittee (of which I am &
zosber), ¥r. Jcnmy and the Stats Relief Cmnialiun.

Yourz very truly,

Frank Y,

AMninlstrator
FIkeLs¥
AR NW Ofﬂ«,' sr







First Lady.

In Lecture

Acelaimed
on ‘Youth’

By CAROLINE WALKER

| Mrs, Fral:lkl_in Delano Roosevelt,
‘the first lady of the United States,
:today had a warm memerv of re-
icelving one of the gres'est ova-
[ tlons-.ever accorded a lacturer in
Southern California.

Laist night, under the auspicen of
the Pasadena Teachers’ Association,
Mrs. Roosevelt spoke on " “Youth
Problems” to a great audience in
the Pasadena Clvic - Auditorium,
and every man and woman in the
audience rose to do her honor.

As simply as though she were
chatting over the tea-cups in her
own drawing room, Mrs, Roose-
velt told her audience....

That if youth can find no place
in his community, civilization Is
at sn end;

That youthful pledges not to
defend one’s own country are
foolish;

That trying to understand why
another nation goes to war, even

© it 'we don't approve, may keep
our own nation out of war. :

That the problem of criminal
youth can be solved only by pro-

viding recreation as well as oc-
cupation. ’

That youth should he advised
that any job, even scrubbing a
floor, is worth doing well, and, if
well dome, may mean promotion.

SPLIT INFINITIVES

Mrs. Roosevelt split her verbal
infinitives with the same calm dis-
regard she sometimes evinces for
social conventions, She referred
to young people as “kids” on a
number of occasions. She criti-
cized many schools for not chang-
ing their system of education to
meet a changing world. .

But gn audience preponderantly

tion is the greatest lesson that
can be learned between people and

between nations. ;

“Youth today, as in all genera-
tions, wants to know how to earn
a living so that it may marry
and begin the business of iiving,
how to enjoy life, and what can
be done about war,” she said.

“But youth faces a more com-
plicated world than we did. We
were always near older people
who said Do’ or ‘Don’t,* but youth
of today must decide things for it-
self. We must develop more in-
dependence in them, more respon-
sibility.

“We must teach them, not just
to obey, but to decide what is
right and what is wrong for
themselves, and to be able to
make themselves do what is right.

“This generation is a more
thinking generation than ours,
more honest, and faces facts more
frankly—probably because it is
fold the facts more than we
were.” ' '

She criticized schools for not
keeping step with & changing world,
and preparing young people for the
sort of life into which they must go.

“Vocational guidance is not the
answer,” she said. “For some
young people vocational classes
can do nothing, We must begin
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to study their aptitudes when

very young and never force them -

to do things for which they are
not fitted and in which they can-
not be happy—just because we
think it best.

“Vocational classes in the
schools often have no practical

(CONTINUED ON PAGFR ewy=="

pedagogic approved it sll.
"Impeccably clad in a gown of

filmy black lace, circled at the

waist with a broad metalilic band,

she demonstrated anew the amaz-

Ing vitality with which she meets

sot ¢ the dutien of heing the
"t Seoof carryip‘g

* just with the spi

ACGLAIN FIRST
LADY I
LEGTURE

L —
- (CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE)

value, and men In industry pre-
fer to educate employes in tgeir
own schools. Industry and schools

should get together to establish )

Yocational classes that will really

“Veach sWIH-ahd Yood worli*hab-
its, like concentration and stick-
ing to the job, "

“Youth Is not a lost generation.
g’: must use all of our imag-
‘ination to find ways in which
youth can be uséful to the com-
munity—but youth must also use
imagination and iniative,

“It ever we say that there are
no jobs for youth, no place for
{outh, we say that clvilization
s at an-end, for tomorrow .de-
pends on youth. We are not ready
to say that in this country.”

In urging increased recreationat
facilities, particularly as a pre-
ventive to crime, rs. Roosevelt
also urged a return to the old cus-
tom of young and old having good
times together.

“Fun shared together keeps the
older people young and lets them
know what youth is really think-
ing,” she said. “It glves youth
the benefit of its elders’ experi-
ence In the casual way that comes
{rom sharing good tlmes.”

Asked what advice should be
given a young man starting out to
find a job, she replied:

“I would say to him, take any
Job you think you can do. Do it
to the best of, z?u_r ability, not

t of getting by.
The thing well done, even though
it is only scrubbing a floor, nearly
gwgy- leads to something bet-

T
Mrs, Roosevelt stated that in her
opinion more young people are in-
terested in the subject of war than
in any other topic.
“We have not done much in
solving the ' problem ourselves,”

she said. “But if we do not allow

APPENDIX G

ourseives to think bitterly of any -
‘nation, even if we disapprove of
what it does; if we recognize the
1act.that other nations have temp-"
tations we do not have,'it we keep -
an objective attitude, we will not
rush -our own nation into war.

© “If we settle our own difficul-
fies by reason, not force, we may
be. able to establish such settle-
ment, some. day, among the na-
tions, . - :

. “I belleve’ the reason some of
our{young people take s pledge
never:to bear arms, even in de-
fense iof. thelr - country, is be-
- 'ontpiy that-) pledge "is'cthe only
. congrete barrier againét ‘war of-
: fered  them,” ‘Such a pledge is-
-foolish:='X don't belleve in prom-
] g . when you* don't

g’%wﬂ

‘Shat promler oY
: “T "bellevé that :miox

L3 of our
§ boys. and. most o&:ur.glrji, today
! would .défend their’ own icountry
: shonld the need arise,”:r: - .
* Tonight Mrs. - Roosevelt will
-spedle -on* “Peace”.-at :the  Shrine
-Auditorium under the:auspices of
;the liModern " Forum; ' -tomorrow
;night shé will speak at Long Beach
.and: then. will go north to Sacra-
#rcento "And.' to Beattle for other
°°t“"2" T et
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tour of Los Angeles, which

company with National Youth Adminis-
tration officials, Left to right, A, M.

Whirlwind L. A. Tour

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt, wife of
the President, is shown today during her

she saw in
“First Lady”

First Lady

A flylng visit was paid today by
the nation's First Lady to various
government work projects.

And in case there should be any
doubt about it being a flying visit,
she inspected five projects in widely
scattered sections of the city in an
hour and a half.

As Eleanor Roosevelt, lecturer,
mother, writer, business woman and
radio personality, she has her own
world of interests.

But as the wife of the President
of the United States she is inter-
ested in how the various alpha-
beticel agencies of the government
work in the Southland.

‘VIEWS FIVE PROJECTS

So Mrs. Rooseveit left the Bilt-
more on & whir] wind tour that in-
cluded inspection of five projects
and conferences with o socre of
executives—all in the hour and a
half, as she saw how the taxpayers’
dollars are spent. .
Mrs. Roosevelt, already an honor-
ary Los Angeles citizen, was ac-
companied by three California ex-
ecutives of the National Youth Ad-
ministration as she sped from pro-
Ject to' project in a high-powered
auto with 8 special escort.

But first she and her husband
observed their thirty-third wedding
anniversary, which is today, in a
long dist. teleph 88
tion with the President from the
White House and Mrs. Roosevelt
from the los Angeles Biltmore
hotel. -
Then she began the tour of in-
spection.

TOUR PARTY MEMBERS
. 'Those on-the whilwind tour with
‘the First Lady, who was made an
+henorary citizen of the county
'yesterday by the Board of Super-
visors, were:

Mrs. Ann DeQ. Treadwell, state
dircctor of the National Youth Ad-
ministration; Maurice Mandell,
state supervisor of works projects
for the National Youth Administra-

Inspeects

Work Projects Here

the National Youth Administration.
Following is the hour and a half
log of their inspection:

Party departs.

10:15 A. M~~Macy Street School,
7168 North Avila street—Mrs, Roose-
velt arrives with group and begins
Inspection of workshop project, co-
sponsored by the Los Angeles Rec-
reation Department. Instructors
explained how furniture and equip-
ment is made for various piay-
grounds.

10:25 A. M.—The First Lady be-
gins inspection of the sewing proj-
ects, located on the same property,
and hears how gowns are made for
the Los Angeles County Hospital,
clothing for the County Poor Farm
and costumes for the piayground
denartmant, wnder sponsorhip..~f
the Board of Supervisors.

10:40 A, M~-Mrs. Roosevelt fin-
ishes the inspection and gets in the
auto with her and whisks off
with the speed and grim determin-
ation of a G-man raiding party,

POSES FOR PI RE

“T've got to finlsh this trip, you
know,” she told mewsmen who
pursued her as sho dashed about
on the inspection tour just before
she got into the aute. “All right,
Tt pose for one picture, but I've
got to hurry” .

11:008 A. M—The Firs{ Lady ar-
rives at the McKinley Center, Forty-
first street and McKinley street, to
examine a hothouse projject that
grows flowers and shrubbery for
the Los Angeles city schools. Time
for the more than cight miles across

1heavy downtown traftic—20.86 min-

ules.

11:10 A, M.—Mrs. Roosevelt com-
pletes inspection of McKinley Cen-
ter and begins that of the Vernon
Avenue Nursery School at 1020
East Vernon avenue, several blocks
from the McKinlcy Center.

“f like the Natlonal Youth Ad-
ministration set-up here,” gaid
the First Lady. “I like it very

tion, and A. M. Yale, supervisor of
Area 11. Los Anegeles county, for

much, but I've still got to com-
plete my trip by 11:30 a. m. in

Yale, IO‘I' of Area 1, e's.-
for N.Y.A.; Aon Treadwell, state direc
tor of N.Y.A, and Mrs. Roosevelt. T}

inspected nearly & score?

government relief projects during the d

9:85 A. M~-Blitmore Hotel—

e e v~ A
[ order to get back to the Bilt-
[ magre by noon.”

11415 A. M.~—Mrs, Roosevelt com-

pletes the nursery inspection and
departs for the art project at Jef-
forson streets, nearly four miles
away.
11:22 A. M.—Mrs, Roosevelt was
dashing up the steps of the project
with her inspection party. Here
she quickly learned, as 11:30 a. m,
approached, that the proj spon-
sored by the Los Angeles uncil
of Raclal Agencles, makes posters
for charitable organizations and
campaigns.

11:30 A. M.—She . made . itl—
Whew!

Before driving back to the Blt-~
more, Mrs. Rooseveit said:

“You may say that what I have

xeen pleascs me very much, X

like the Los Angcles administra-
tion of the profects.”

215



STATE AD!
DI

Youlhs Remamliig |
At Camp Will

. The Nationg Hed-
mmlstra ton. resident - pr0|-
ect, located. for the past six
months at Hermosa Beach,-
will close August |5th'-’£:
was announced . today .- B‘y
Anne deG. Treadwell, stofe
odmmutrator. L

Aubrem Wllllams federal admin
istrator '6f the NYA after vlsitlnl
the project early in July, made th
following statement: “The only pos:
sible criticism that I can make o
the project is t,hat its loca.tiox
necessarily confines _the program t
the narrow limits of the hotel, o
-else - exposes ~theT youths- to ‘all’ the
influences of the town with whicl
they are too closely surrounded. Thi:
factor alone makes it necessary foi
me to conclude that unless more

suitable - facilitles can be found we
must abandon this type of activity
'in the Los Angeles area: .The stafi
‘of the project is to be commende,c
‘warmly for the wholesome spirit
which prevalls and for the earnest
application of the young pedple - ta
their work.”

Vocational Experience

The project has provided voca-
tional experience for unemployed
young men and women from various
parts of the state in the fields of
building construction, woodworking,
electricity, metal and mechanical
i trades, textiles and clothing, com-
- mercial art, health service, clerical
\work, and printing and publishing,
through the co-operation of ‘the
public agencies of Los AngeIES
county. Class work has been pro-
vided through the .public . :schools

Redondo Beach "Sg, Zay Brezze"

STRATOR

APPENDIX H

life of the project. Of these, 80
have already left to accept private
employment, and an additional
number are now prepared to assume
beginners’ jobs as auto mechanics,
clerks, hotel workers, ete. All youths
remaining on the project will be re-
turned to their homes by the NYA
on August 15th.

_Tlie search for other quarters has

of the county. A health program lbeen in progress ever Smce the
has resulted in gains in weight_, for (establlshment of the project .at

a -large number of enrollees. |
In all, 570 young men and women

'Hermosa Beach, but so far suitable
facthes have not been discovered

have been in residence during “the ‘elsewhere in the county.
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July 20, 1939

IREH aNnw
LOW TID

) John J. Ber‘ry_

"'Ikle announcement\;igx’made that
the National Youth Administr tiori

past® snt‘months m»Herf&psa Beagh

will. be Glosed on ‘AU % Feders
Administrator-. Aubiby,: vﬂﬁams At
the announcement stafes {hat” th
only possible criticism : hhét, couli
be made j0f the project- 1s that. J
location ‘hecessarily confires thi
program to the narrow limits o
the hotel in which it is stationed
The advisory committee - membert
composed of 15,7 from Southeri
California, who have been of sucl
help to the officials, have receive:
a letter this week "from Anne d
G. Treadwell, adminitrator of Bas
Francisco, advising:iof the .earl

‘closing of the project and thankin;

them for the time and “attentio
given by them in. the work. Th:
South Bay members:of the commit
tee are: Robert E. Meacham,

R. Paul Husted and Rev.’ Vernod
H. Cowsert.
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L

the swank Surf. an an

will be abandoned on Aug 15, it was

“i!gb 'mosa Youth ]lotel
‘Close on Aug. 15 /

The Natxonal Youth Admmxstratxons resxdent project in

ub at Hermosa Beach, which

aroused such a storm of controversy in the beach community,

disclosed.

Some 400 youths of both sexes,
between the age of 19 years. and
25 years, will be sent to their
homes.

Residents of the beach commun-

ity at the time of the establishment
of the pro:ect some Six months ago

6'

campalgned against it on grounds
it would destroy real estate values
aleng the strand, and later they
complained of the moral conduct
of enrollees.

But in the announcement of the
abandonment plans Anne de
G. Tréadwell, state N. Y. A. ad-
ministrator, quoted Aubrey Wil-

N

llams, Federa[ N. Y. 'A. a
trator of Washington,. as, sa:
“The only possible _erltichm,‘
can make of the project.is that its
location- neqeesarﬂy«-
program to the narrow- llm!te“
the hotel or else exposhs-the- yot!th

o all the influences -of -the town,
with which they are_ closely sur-
rounded, ~

“This factor . alone ma.kes itl'
necessary for me to conclude that
unless more suitable facilities can
be found we must abandon this
type of activity in the Los Angeles
area.

“The staff of the pro:ect l.s to be
commended warmly for the whole-|
some Spirit. vg}nch prevails and for:
the earnest:“application ot tho
young people to do thelr 1 g

Before dec1dmg on? abnhdo

B’-

the Hermosa project Williams flew}
herv and conferred with an advis-
ory Los Angeles committee consist-
ing of Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin, the
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. O'Dwyer,
Dr. Remsner D. Bird, president of
Occidental College; Mrs, Irene
Heineman, assistant superinten-
dent of public instruction for the
slate of California, and Ed Hoyt,
director of atttendance for the Los
Angeles city schools.

The committee made & report of
facts, did not specifically recom-
mend abandonment of the project,
considered briefly the morals
charges that bave been raised
ugainst conduct of some =nrollees
of the project, but made no recom-
mendation on this because of lack
of evidence, it was said,

—_—

had told of reports of wild parties
by enrollees and of agserted mis-
copduct by some officials. How-
ever, the advisory co

come forward with proof, they had
failed to do so. Committee mem-
bers further said some enrollees
had been questioned but had de-
nied any such events and attrib-
uted the reports to a few enrollees
who had been irked over dismissal
for cause.

NATIONAL YOUTH AGENCY
TO EMPLOY 55,000

MORE BOYS AND GIRLS

WASHINGTON, July 21.—The
National Youth Administration,

Some Hermosa Beach residents

which recently was divorced from

who were opposed tughe project

— -

the W. P. A. and given

AY 1

nrnsiitee—gda-
clared that, although it had in-
T.|vited the complaining persons to

funds, moved yesterday ?
its part-time employment
to another 55,000 boys a:

B s o e
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July 31, 1939
Mr., Sheridan Downey
United 3tates 3enate
+ashinyston, D.C,
Dear Senator Downey: LT

For the past year ¥ \\p'ed on bo he
state and thc loc-l advisory oo ttees oY \the Natio
Youth administraetion for this/é I hayg just learne
with surprise of the r._gues *d reslvnatl of #rs, Treadwell,
state Director, wnhieh I undef!@hnd was fated on the grounds
that a satisfactory program nae t maintuined in the
state, This does not,oae#o:g her my exparience
with the sroeram asrue”ﬁava-phrtj ip&{gd in 1t loeally or
#ith Lho 1nforwatlon 1 have bed Irom “l¢e contacts throughout
the stateo. , o N

Hb purpose in nritine you has no connecetion
#ith the ramorel’ of Hrs, lrlddﬁblL--I am assuriny that that

is a 3] dud~qqu:§iij§/d fact--but &3’ a school man
gre T™3ted }R\\‘aa’ pens to tie youth of our state,
I Ay'concerned that a 3 program shonld not be wrecked

amiliarity of the Nationsl .\dministrator
ation or throu-h a misurderstanding on
part as to tije/ true situation, T wm t.erefore writirg
micsht not interest yourself ir the matter
: urging ¥r. i1lliarns to not me<e further
chanpeS—4ta—tNg Blate set=up until he hus hud a fuller

¥ not only to study the operation of the National
Youth ~dministration uere hut to 3ound the sentimeant of the
school people rclstive to the program,

I may say to you that in every respect we have
found the program most effective, The 3tate office has been
highly cooperative in meeting the relief protlem so far as
funds weres available; they have been prompt and effecotive
in handling situutions ruferred to them, and have insisted
on projects which would insure xcod tralning ond werk
attitudes on the part of studants rather than san attitude of
merely mccenting a dole,
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Mr, ZJheridan Downey--2 July 31, 1539

May 1 assure you of my personal appreciation
of any attention you may be able to give to this matter
under the pressure of these closin; days at ¥ashington,
However, 1 have written you bescausa I am aware how uscless
it is to wait until it is too late to do anything.

YVery sincersly yours,

Ieo ., ‘aisden
Assistant Supsrintbndent of Schools

LBB: MM
o=-Aubrey .illiams
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July 31, 1939

Mr. Aubrey Williems, Administrator
National Youth administration
‘Washington, D.C.

Dear ¥r. iilliams:

The eiiclosed con

Downey 1s self-explanatory.
T

matter to him, a3 you may u
personully and xnow, of cof
matters vitally affceting
Duripstme—past yvar, a3 a member of the
Iytibry ébmhitteeqbd thie National Youth
“have devoted:a o eal of time and
2nerzy to tryj‘g to help in the\organ tion of an
effoctive progtam For this stat o wille I um aware that
uil of those r hiof progrems haye certain disadvants cs
®

ané do not plesga everyone, 1/ sssure you tha! =lmost
witho eptidngig? schoo ople with whom I havc come
T With the progrum as heretofors

kat schools rocsived consideration fairly
th=ir needs, and that the type of projects

ret I know him
terest in all
ifornia.

state and loeal
rdministration,

I heve talked with a considerable number of
chool people since the announcement of the chanve in the
state directorsnip, and I ean e33uve you iral wo are all
Irankly eonearnsd atout the progranm, Jaturclly sny move

at this time bacomes interpreted us a political move rclated
to the national political situation. Se are of course
hopeful that this is not the case and that the present
ehan-e Sos3 not foresiadow other moves to bring the fational
Youth «dministrztion sroup more stron~ly in line olitiocally
without rezard for tlie service functisns involved.

You will understand tuat - hat I am suylng
is in no way a protest with r:card to your action in
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¥r, Aubrey Nilliemse-2 July 31, 1929

ohanging the state dirsctorship, which I assume is a

matter entirely end rightfully within your provinece, but

I do want to urge that you do not make further changes in
the state sst-up until the director has had full opportunity
to study all ancrles of the situation and to acquaint himself
with the attitude of the school people so far as the school
program of the National Youth Administration is concerned.

Very sincerely,

loo s Ialsden
Assistant Superintpsdent of Schools

1BB: ik
o-=3heridan Downey
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Sacramento City Anified School District

Chas. €. Bughes
Superintendent and Secvetary

Sacvamento, California
July 31, 1939

Mrs, Anne deG. Treadwell
795 Sutter St.
San Francisco, California

Dear lMrs. Treadwell:

The enclosed letters are self-explanatory. 1 have
also talked on the telephone with Dr. Jacobsen, Clarence argo and
Zarle Crawford. They have all promlsed to telegzraph Aubrey
Williams. I find that Aubrey Douglass is teachinz at the
University of Cglifornia at Los Angeles. His residence address
is 275 W. Tenth Street, Claremont, Califorria. Possibly one of
your southern men could get in touch with him. I tried to get
L.P. Farris on the telephone but found that he was out of town,and
I am writing the following people suzgzesting that they telegraph:

Jerre Hurley, Dist. Superintendent of 3chools, Yreka

George I. Badura, Principal of High School, Fortuna

Charles Geer, Coalinga

Forrest Murdock, Principal of Xigh School, 3San Jose

krs, James K, Lytle, 5tate President of P.T.i., Los Angeles

You will be pleased, I know, to find that each of
the men with whom I have talked has been as shocked and surprised
as you were at dilliams' action, and I only hope that our
activity mey te in time to stop any further depredations. I
should be interested in learning of developments as rapidly as
they come zlong. ’

Cordizally,

Leo B. Baisden
Assistant Superintendent

1BB: MM
Enclosures
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Sontorr er 1,199

'rs8e Vivian Osborne-Iarsh
28958 Grant Stre ¢t
Berioley,falifornio

My dear Mrs. Marsh;

This will acknowledge with much cppreciation your
recent letter which I have read with rrcat intercst.

I heave also been glad to hear of your trip to the
east,and hope that it was e plemsant and satisfac-
tory journey in every waye I am curc that ¢Yrs. Tethe
unc was delighted to see you.

May I tak ¢ this opportunity to oxpress to you once
more the hearty commendation which I have always
felt your vork with the Notional’/Youth Administrat-
i merited most richly. My associatlion with you in
this vorl: has been one of the personally gratifyling
experisences ugon whieh I now look back with especisl pl
pleasurc, and em fully consclous ond most apprecia-
tive besides of your very real contribution zo the
nrogran. You know how important to the N.Y.A. the
pot.cr understending ané haendling of the probloms

o€ minority groups is. 1 fecl that you have conals-
tently hel ped us to realize effectively this ahd

other impeortant objcctivce uwhich wore outlined at the
timc shet the Prosicent created this agency.

I should bo so0 happy to have the opportunity of seeing
you at sny time in the future,and send you my hearty
800G wishes for continued success ant heppiness in
Jour work.

With all good wiches,
Very sincercly yours,
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Scptomber 1,189

My dear Vivian,

u will £ind the enclesed lettor a trifle stiff
anéG formal,but I think it had better e that
way. Since the things sald in it ere all entire-
1y true,you are of courae at liberty to use it
in sny way that you see fit. 1 feel however,that
for your owm protection, I should tell you that
1211 has no portlcular use for me,and in fact did
more thiah anyono else,s0 far as I can find out,
t> bring about my own difficultiocs.I can tell you
also that ho has nevar be.n vor: favorablo to tho 1
idea of & Division of Wegro Affairs,so that if
the matter i1s really in his hends,and everything
out hers ceems to be uhese days;I cant tell what
he may @oe. :

1 suggest strongly that you see !», "rr or and
tell him the story,as I er curo that if there is
sctually any dangoer,he will have some good ideas.
I haven'!t heard anything that would lead me to
beclieve that anyone is out for yorr job,but one
never Knows,ond youre gquite right to take cvery
precaution. .

I do hope that everything goes well, Let me
lmow any time you think I can do anything for you.

Alweys most cordially,
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TO ALL NYA EMPLOYEES: CGetobar 186, 1040

In order that you may be fully cognizant of the details of the
Mandell case, there is reproduced below a letter from Mr. Henry Rhine,
National Office, U.F.W.A., to Mr. Aubrey Williams.

. - Cctober 1, 1S40
Mr. Aubrey %Williams, Acdministrator

National Youth Administration
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Williams:

Mr. Maurice Mendell, a member of Local 10, United Federal Workers
of America, has been informed by you of his dismissal, effective October 1,
plus accrued annual leave.

Our investigation of Mr. Mendeld?s work record and of the circum-
stances surrounding his dismissal developed the fcllowing significant in-
formetion:

¥Mr. Mendell's Worlk Record

Mr. Mandell was appointed Dircctor of Vork Projects for the Cali-
fornia NYA in April, 19%27. In August, 1925 he became Deputy State Adminis-
trator, and six months later he was appointed by you as National Director
of the Division of Work Projects of the NIA.

Because of the restrictions imposed by Scection 10B of the Reorgan-
ization Act, it was not possible to adjust his sazlary in accordance with his
increased responsitilities. As Pircctor of TJork Projccts for the national
program of the NY4A, he was, therefore, receiving a salary of only $3000 a
year although perforning work regularly comnensated at a tasc rate of $6500
& year. '

That Mr. Yandell's record of loval and efficient work in his po-
sition in California was excellent is unguestioned.

In Washington, as Dircctor of “ork Projccts, he was scverel times
commended by you for his generally excellent vork and other members of the
NYA staff werc told by you that he was doing & splendid jobe. YWe know of no
specific criticism made by you to him about his work or about him in aeny
other regard during his service herce. During the last thrce months, since
his removal by you as Work Projccts Dircetor, scveral of the Regiornal Repre-
sentatives have regquested his assignmont to help them or have indicated their
intcrest in such an assignment. Although you reofuscd these requests, they
attest further to the high rcgerd for his ability held by other members of
the NYA staff.

In summary, the high caliber of his work and his devoted efforts
to the Youth Administration werc recognized and sppreciated. \
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Mr. Mondellts Dismissal from the Sgﬁyice

In spite of this demonstrably outstanding work performance, Mr,
Mandell #as informed by you on June 25th of his removal, effective June 26th,
from the position of Work Projects Director and his assignment as Special
Field R 5r¢sentative. The character of this assigznment is sufficiently clear
from the fact that he vms given no office, stenographic or other facilities
in the Washington office despite the requirement that he make that office his
headquarters, nor was he assigncd any duties or tasks to perform by you..
Your letter, removing Mr. Mandell as Works Director, informed hiw that ho wac
to work vith Mr. Stewart Cemnbell, The nature of this work was not specificd
at any timc either to Mr. landell or to Mr, Campbell, and when Mr. Campbcll
reguested of you on several occasions that lr. Handell be permitted to work
with him as Assistant Regionsl Represuntative in the Regional Office at
Cleveland, you dcnicd the requests, pending the outcome of the FBI investi-
gation of Mr. Mandcll.

Your letter of roemoval gave as a reason for the change in Mr. Man-
dellt!s status the "neccssity of placing in. charge of all btranchos of our work
people with the technical btaclksround thef is required by the specific and
particular work." UNo basis is given f'or holding Mr, Mandecll not technically
qualified to act as Works Dircctor. Since the vhole of his three and one-
half yuoors employmmt with the NYA, including th: six months ho spent as
Deputy State Mdministrector in Celifornis, wos primarily devoted to the su-
pervision and opurction of work projcct activitics, it is difficult to be-
licve that it wos lack of an undescribed cnd unspeecificd technical back-
ground which occasioned his rcmoval. Belicf is subjectoed to still further
strain when your lestter of removal brings up the reopening of charges of
comaunism egainst Nr. Mandell and goes on to say that the continuztion of
his scrviccs would depend upon "first, thc results of the FEI investipation,
ond, sccond, (his) attitudc toward this sdministration."

Mr. Mandell had previously been informed by you that jou were re-
questing the FBI to investigate charges thiat he was a Cormunist, and he
joined you in meking this request. This was done despite the lact that a
Committee apncinted by you, with Father O'Dwyer, who had originally been
active in pressing ithe charges against Mr, Mandell, as Chairman, had in
September, 1939, made an investigation of the sawme charpges and had com-
pletely exoncrated Mr. }Mandell, testifying indecd, to his decvotion and work
in the NYL. N

Onc further point vd th respect to your removel of Mr. Mandell,
This removal was made effcctive June 26th, just four deys before he was to
have becen reclassified to his proper salary grade of $6500, in accordancc
with the expiration of the restrictions of the Reorganization Act as thoy
apprlied to him.

On Septemter 13th, Mr. Mondell called your office and was in-
formed by your Sccretary that the FBI report had been sent to you about ten
deys befores He askcd her for an eppointment with you to sc¢ and discuss
the report and to make a final dispcsition of his casc., He was informed By

~her after an interval of two hours that you werce not privileged to roveal

the report.to him because it was confidential and that you would te too busy
for an indefinite puriod of time to sce him,
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The following day, Septewber 1llith, Mr. andell received a letter
from you dated September 11lth, nctifying him that he was being dismissed as
of October 1st. In this letter you stated that you had studied the FBI re-
port and had been unable to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion as to his
tlleged membership in the Communist Party and that you hed therefore set
considerstion of this question completely asides You went on to say that
because of his work record in the Vashington office you had "decided that  *
it is for the best interest of this administration™ that his emplcyment be
terminated.

At this point refcrence must be made to your letter of June 25th
remcving lir. Mondell as Works Director, in which you said thut continuation
of his services would bc determined by the FBI investigotion and "his atti-
tude toward this administration."

On September Uth you wrote Mr. iandell that you had been cdvised
ty the FBI that the report on lir. Mandell wuas confidential aend that you were
"not at liberty to give it out." Mr. Mundell, on the contrary, was informed
by the FBI that while its files werc confidenticl cnd it could not make the
report avzilable, you, =s the hend of the “agency to which the report was
mode, could excreise ~dninistrotive discretion to mnke whotever use of the
report the situntion requircd. This clearly indicoctes thot it was within
your power te discuss the roport irith Mr. Mendell and to permit him to sce
it, perticulerly in view of the foct thot the roport had teen jointly and
voluntarily requested by both of you.

On September 20th, you addressed still another letter to Mr. Man-
dell in which you stated unegquivocally that "I am happy to tell you that the
recent report of the Federal Burccu of Investigation regarding ycur alleged
Communist Party membership reveals no conclusive evidence cr proof of such
membership.” You stated further that it had been impossible to hold Mr.
Mandell's position open for him pending the outcome of this investigation
and that accordingly he was to be terminated on Octcber 1lst. You added that
he might use your name as a reference for his work with the YA,

A recapitulation of your various letters reveals a curious con-
fusion of centradictions. Each c¢f the difflerent letters has given o totally
different reason for Mr. NMandcll's termination. In the first instance, he
was removed as Director of Work Projeccts allegedly for lack of technical
background for thic position, although his cntire carser in NYA was cgncerned
with work projects directions He wes given a new title without functions to
perform and without cven a desk at which to sit. Ilis continuation with the
NYA wes to depend upon the outcome of the FBI investigation ond a determina-
tion of his "attitudc toward this administration.™

In the second instancec, the FBI investigation having resulted in-
conclusively, he was to be dismissed becausc his work record in Washington
made it for "the best interest of this administration.” :

In the third instance, you were "happy to tell (him) that the re-
cent report....reveals no conclusive cvidence or proof of such (Communist
Porty) membershin” but thot "it was impossiblc te hold oven (his) former
poesition or any comparable position in the event, which hepnily has trans-
pired, of (his) clcurance of the cherges mentionced...." Accordingly, he was
to be terminated on Cctober lst.
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It seems evident that }r. Mandell was removed as Director of the
Works Division because charges of communism were brought ageinst him and
the implication is clear that both this removal and his subsequent dismis-
sal were mede merely because of the charges themselves and without regard
to their truth or falsity.

It is further clear that neither Mr. Mandell's work record nor
his technical qualifications for the job he held nor his "attitude toward
this edministration" were at any time an actual basis for your action.

We asl, therefore, that Mr. lMandell's termination be rescinded
and that he be reinstated to his former position as Director of the Divi-
sion of Work Projects or to a position of comparatle status, at a salary
equal to the one he should heve gotten as Works Director.

A final special word needs to be added regarding the charges
that Mr. Mancdell is a Communist. He has ngw twice been cleared of these
charges. It is clearly nccossary for his/own protcction that he be per-
mitted to sec the report of the FBI investipation., We feel this to be ces-
sential not only so that ¥r. Mandell ney protcet himeclf but so that no
prccedent for such un-Americun end stur-chambor investigetions be estab-
lished. We thcercfore osl that he be given this right.

This request is apart from and without regerd to any decision
that may be reached on his reinstetement to his former position.

We are sure that you will agree that this whole matier should be
cleered up as soon as possible, and wre shall appreciate hearing from you as
soon as possible regarding our request Tor reinstatement.

Very sincerely yours,

/signed// Henry Rhine

Since ¥r., Williams hcd left the city without granting an copoint-
ment to represcntatives of the Union, this letter was presented to lir.-
Lasseter on Vednesday, October G by = delegotion composed eof Mr. Rhine,
representing the National Office, and members of Local 10 from the NYA
Branch and other branches. Mr. Losscter assured the delegation that Mr.
Williams would reccive the letter immedintcly upon his return a few days
later.

On Cctober 14 the Nationol Cffice was informed by Mr, Lasseter
thcet he had prosented the letter to Ir, Willisaus. However, no reply Las
been received by the National Cffice to date. '

Bxccvtive Committee
NYA Branch, Local 10
U.F.W.A.
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APPENDIX N

Chapter 13

Bioassay of Plutonium

ANNE DE G. Low-BEER

With 2 Figures

I. Introduction

Guidelines have been promulgated by the International Commission for Radio-
logical Protection and by national commissions in many countries, for the pro-
tection of workers in cstablishments where atomic energy is employed. These
guidelines require personnel monitoring for each individual who has a reasonable
possibility of acqniring a dose that exceeds a small fraction of the maximum
permissible doses established by these regulatory bodies. Such monitoring in-
cludes the use of film badges, thermoluminescent dosimeters, monitoring of
working areas, and radiochemical analysis of excreta and other biological materials
together with #n eiro counting. The two latter procedures constitude a hioassay
program. .

Permissible dose recommendations defined by NCRP (1971) are related to
“(1) exposure at low dose rates or from sporadic small exposures which may
oceur in a random pattern with some semblance of daily, weekly, or monthly
repetition ; (2) aceidental exposures which may result in high level acute exposure,
and which may oceur as rare exeeptions in a general area of good control.” Tt
is the function of a bioassay program to evaluate the effect on personnel of hoth
types of risk.

The foregoing principles apply to the hazard of internal contamination by any
radionuclide, and therefore hold true for the transplutonium elements as well as
for plutonium. The general considerations that underlie a bioassay program for
any of the transuranium elements are set forth in this chapter and arc not repeated
in Chap. 20. These include protocols for routine monitoring and for accidental
exposnures, methods of preparation of samples for radiochemical analysis, and
instrumentation for detection of alpha radioactivity and 1, X-rays. Interpreta-
tion of bioassay results relies on models that have been developed for evaluation
of plutonium body burdens and is, therefore, included in this chapter. Finally,
radiochemical procedures designed to isolate plutonium when it is the only
nuclide of interest will be found in this chapter, while those in which plutonium
is one of several actinide isotopes that may be present in a given sample, are
included in Chap 20. Methods of gamma spectrometry which are applicable to
many of the transplutonium elements, but not to plutonium, are also discussed
in Chap. 20. Thus, these two chapters should be regarded as complementary
parts of a single subject. An arbitrary division of material has been adopted in
the hope of avoiding redundancy. Nevertheless, some regrettable but inevitable
overlapping and duplication will be noted.
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IL. Scope and Frequency of Sampling for Routine Monitoring

The vast majority of routine bioassay determinations are performed on urine.
Reasons for the selection of urine rather than feces are discussed in the section
on Interpretation of Bioassay Results. Fecal samples, nose swipes, and blood are
frequently analyzed in cases of accidental acute exposure.

Persons included in & routine program should include those who work directly
with radioactive materials, and those whose proximity to such work involves a
possibility of exposure. Among the latter are monitors, maintenance personnel,
custodians, and animal caretakers.

Frequency of routine sampling should depend on the degree of risk inherent
in the occupation. The shortest interval reported by any laboratory is three
months for persons at high risk, the longest is one or more years for those whose
chance of cxposure is minimal. HARLEY (1964) has suggested that experience
should dictate the scope of a routine hioassay program. Where satisfactory
environmental control has been demonstrated over a long period, and determina-
tions arc consistently negative, persons shown to be at very low risk may be
dropped from the routine progran.

IIL. Collection and Initial Handling of Samples

Comparability of results requires accurate knowledge of the time covered by
the collection. For detection of very low levels of radioactivity, this should be
24 hours for a urine sample. Adequacy of the collection period may be determined
by having the subject record the starting and ending times, by measuring the
volume (assuming exeretion of approximately 1.5 liters per 24 hours), or by per-
forming creatinine determinations on all samples. Quality control is essential to
insure consistently accuratce results. This is accomplished by making reagent
blanks for all determinations and by use of frequent spikes or tracers to check
on chemical recovery.

Sample collections should be made away from the laboratory to avoid con-
tamination of the sample or container by nonmetabolized radionuclides. Accord-
ingly, many laboratorics require two overnight collections, and subjeets arc
requested to remove work clothing and to bathe before starting the collection.

Because of the phenomenon of surface adsorption at nentral or alkaline pli,
colleetions should be made in plastic rather than glass containers. If nse of glass
cannot. be avoided, urine should be acidified to approximately 0.1 N T+ with
cither nitric or hydrochloric acid at the time of .collection. Samples that arce
stored for any length of time should be acidified even when plastic eontainers
are used.

Urine samples to be analyzed radiochemically are transferred to beakers of
suitable size, and the urine volume is measured. The sample may be digested
by one of two methods: (All operations must be carried out in hood).

Wet Ashing. Enough concentrated nitric acid is added to change the color
of the sample to dark brown. One or two ml of octyl alcohol are added to prevent
foaming. The beaker is covered with a speedy vap and set on a hot plate to
cvaporate. When the sample is dry, it should be rcheated to dryness with 10 ml
increments of concentrated nitric acid until a pure white ash remains. The residue
is dissolved by addition of 10 ml concentrated nitric acid and 35 ml distilled water,
heated gently on a hot plate. The contents of the beaker is transferred quantita-
“vely with repeated small rinses of 2 N nitrie acid to a 90 ml pyrex centrifuge
tube. The sample is then ready for the bismuth phosphate, lanthanum fluoride
precipitation procedure.
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Alkaline Phosphate Precipilation (Last, 1958). The sample is made 0.1 N in
H+ by addition of a suitable amount of concentrated hydrochloric acid. The
beaker is set on a hot plate and equipped with a mechanical or magnetic stirrer.
A thermometer is placed in the sample and the beaker is covered with a watch
glass. The sample is heated gently with continuous stirring to 85° C. Six ml] of
6 M phosphoric acid are added, and by dropwise addition of concentrated ammo-
niumn hydroxide, the pH is brought to 8 (determined by Universal Hydrion paper).
The temperature should not be allowed to exceed 90° C. The heat is reduced to
bring the temperature of the sample to approximately 65°C and stirring is
continucd for scveral hours. The stirrer and thermometer are removed and the
covered beaker is placed overnight in an oven at 65° C. The following morning
the supernatant is carcfully aspirated taking care not to disturb the precipitate.
The remaining suspension is transferred to one or two 90 ml pyrex centrifuge
tubes and centrifuged for five minutes at 2000 rpm. The supernatant is discarded
and the precipitate is washed with distilled water and centrifuged for five minutes
at 2000 rpm. The supernatant is discarded and the precipitate is dissolved in a
few ml of concentrated nitrie acid and transferred quantitatively to the original
beaker, using several small rinses of 2 N nitric acid. The beaker is set on the hot
plate, covered with a speedy vap and evaporated to dryness. Ivaporation with
swmall ineremnents of concentrated nitric acid is continued until a pure white ash
is obtained. T'wo or three such evaporations usually suffice.

In this procedure, monovalent cations remain in solution and are eliminated
when the supernatant is aspirated. All other cations are precipitated. The divalent
cations that are normally present in urine serve as carriers. With very dilute
urines, however, it may be necessary to add a small amount of calcium or magne-
stum chloride to bring ahout precipitation. Alkaline phosphate precipitation is
a quicker method than wet ashing, and the elimination of monovalent cations
is an advantage in some radiochemical procedures, such as ion exchange chro-
matography. Low-Brer and Parker (1964) have shown that recovery of actinide
elements by this method is as good or better than by wet ashing, exeept in urines
from subjects who have received D'PPA (or other chelating agent). At plI 8, the
metal ehelate complex is tightly bound, so that 90% of the transuranium elements
are lost in the supernatant. Jlorm (1971) has shown that this caveat applics also
to extraction from untreated urine. In the presence of DNTPA, HDEII P extracts
only free americium from raw urine. Only wet ashing destroys all organic material,
and so destrays the complex and prevents its reformation if the pH is elevated.

Feeal samiples, tissues, blood, and nose swipes are dried in an oven at approxi-
mately 70° ¢ for 24 to 48 hours and are then heated in & muffle furnace at 500° ¢
for 12 to L6 hours. The resulting ash is then digested with concentrated nitric
acid, as in the wet ashing method for urine. ’

The presence of relatively large amounts of iron in such samples interferes
significantly with recovery of actinides by established methods. GoLcHerT and
SEDLET (1972) have developed a modification of the anion exchange method
(Sec. V.B. 1) for the analysis of environmental samples. The method has proved
equally cffeetive in removing iron from samples of feces, blood, and tissues. The
essential features of the method will be found in Sec. V. B. 2.

IV. Radiochemistry of Plutonium

The chemistry of plutonium and industrial methods for its separation, con-
version and recovery have been discussed eomprehensively by CLEVELARD (1970).

A review of the chemical and physical properties of plutonium will be found in
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Chap. 9 of this volume. Those aspects of plutonium chemistry that are of partic-
ular interest, to the analytical radiochemist have been summarized by CoLEMAN
(1965) in a publication of the Committee on Nuclear Science of the National
Academy of Sciences, National Research Council (1965). From the point of view
of the bioassayist, the most important feature of plutonium ehemistry is the fact
that in aqueous solution ions may be maintained sclectively in cither the - III
or IV valence states. In the + IIT state, plutonium will undergo all the reac-
tions common to the transplutonium elements, while in the naturally predomi-
nating IV state, the greater stability of plutonium complexes can be exploited
in ion exchange and solvent extraction procedures. The tendeney of 41V ions
to polymerize as a result of hydrolysis should be mentioned although it need
not be a problem in bioassay, since polymerization is favored by high concentra-
tion of plutonium, by low acidity, and by increascd temperature. The avoidance
of polymerization in analytical work is important because the chemical pro-
perties of polymers are different from those of ions and would, thercfore, give
midleading results.

V. Procedures for Isolation of Plutonium

The literature is replete with mecthods for determination of plutonium in
biological and environmental samples. Most of these methods are variations of
basic procedures which utilize the precipitation, ion exchange, and complex
forming properties of plutonium. In the following sections, detailed procedures
arc presented to illustrate the application of chemical principles to the bioassay
of plutonium. All of these methods were designed originally for the isolation of
plutoniumn only, although several of them are applicable to the transplutonium
clements as well. Thus, no distinction is made between methods that employ
the +III ov + IV valence states of phitonium.

A. Precipitation Methods

1. Coprecipitation with BiPO, and LalF; (ScRUBERT ct al., 1951). This was
the carliest precipitation method for recovery of plutonium from bhiological
material. It is now used widely for all the actinide elements exeept uranium and
radium and is presented in Chap. 20.

2. Coprecipitation with Cupferride (Brooks, R.0.R., 1965).

a) Dissolve the ashed residuc of a 24 hour urinc sample in ~30 ml of 4 N
IICl and transfer to a 250 ml beaker. Use alternate washings of 4 N 11011 and
water to complete transfer to a final volume of 100 ml and acidity of about. 2 N.
Stir until solution is complete.

b) Add 5 ml of FeCl, solution (145 mg FeCly/liter) and 10 ml of 5% hydroxyl-
aminc hydrochloride followed by a few lepS of cresol-red indicator.

c¢) Adjust the pH to 1 with 2 N NHOH added dropwise with constant stirring.
Avoid formation of phosphate precipitation as this would reduce recovery. Allow
the titrated solution to stand for one hour to insure reduction of plutonium toI1L.

d) Transfer the solution to a 500 ml separatory funnel and add 2 ml of 5%
cupferron solution (make fresh weekly). Shake vigorously and allow to stand for
45 minutes to allow complete formation of iron cupferride.

e) Add 30 ml chloroform and shake vigorously. When the chloroform layer
has settled, drain it through a 7 ea Whatman 41 filter paper into a 100 ml separa-
tory funncl. Wash the chloroform by shaking with 20 ml of distilled water and
tun the chloroform into a 250 ml round bottom flask through filter paper as
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above. Return the water to the original aqueous solution and add 5 ml of FeCl,
solution and 2 ml of 5% cupferron as a scavenge. Shake and let stand for
45 minutes.

f) Extract the eupferrides with three 15 ml increments of chloroform, or
continue until the chloroform remains colorless. Filter each such chloroform
fraction into the 100 ml separatory funnel. Wash the filter paper with chloro-
form using a pipette, to remove cupferrides adliering to the paper. Add washings
to the separatory funnel.

g) Add 20 ml distilled water to tiie chloroform extracts. Shake and allow to
settle. Filter the chloroform layer into the 250 ml round bottom flask and wash
the filter paper with chloroform.

h) Evaporate the excess chloroform in a fume cupboard using a heat mantle.
Remove the final drops by blowing in air.

i) Add 3 ml of concentrated 11,80, and 1 ml of concentrated HNO, to the
residue and heat. livaporate final traces of H,SO, with a stream of air. If the
residue is not white, add increments of acid and take to dryness again.

j) Dissolve the residne in 3 ml of concentrated IICl and transfer by means
of a pipette to a platinumn planchet. Dry by infra-red la.mp Use two further
aliquots of ICl to insure quantitative transfer.

k) Take up the dried residue in a few drops of distilled water and add enough
2N NH,OH to insure complete pneclplt.n.tlou of ferric hydroxide. Spread the
precipitate evenly over the planchet using a glass rod with a fine tip.

1) Dry the planchet and flame over a bunwn burner to form the red oxide Fe,O;.

Naote. This method which is one of the carliest procedures for the determina-
tion of plutonium (it was developed originally in 1956) was first used in large
scale separations. T4 is still in use as an analytical procedure in some laboratories,
but it. is given here becanse of its historical interest. Many of the determinations
made in older experiments employed this method—a fact that should be borne
in mind when results of such early work arc being eonsidered.

B. Ion Exchange

The prototype method given here owes much of its development to the work
of many carlier investigators. In its present form, the method is widely used as
it. has the advantages of a high degree of sensitivity (0.05 dpm per 24 hour wrine
sample), reproducibility, and stmplicity. I is speeific for plutenium as compared
with transplutonium clements, as it depends on adsorption of the anionie pluto-
ninm nitrate complex. Such a complex is formed only by plutonium in oxidation
states greater than L. Recovery is said to he 84 4-14%..

1. Anion Exchange (Camesiul and Moss, 1965)

a) Prepare a chromatographic column of following dimensions: a tube 3 inches
long by 3/,4 inch inner diameter, topped with a reservoir 2°/g inches long by 13/,
inches inner diameter. Pack the tube to a height of 2.5-3.0 inches with Dowex
AQG 1X-2, 50-80 mesh anion exchange resin. Introduce the resin in a slurry of
distilled water. Convert the resin to the nitrate form with two 5 ml washes of
8 N HNO,.

b) |)lss0l\e the ashed residue of the alkaline phosphate digestion procedure
in 80 ml of 8 N HINO,. Add the solution to the column and allow it qo drain
completely. Wash the container with three 10 ml portions of 8 N HNO;, adding
cach one in turn to the calumn and allowing it to drain thoroughly before adding
the next increment.
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¢) Wash the walls of the reservoir with 5 ml of 8 N HNO, and allow it to drain.

d) Add 3 ml of concentrated HCI to the top of the column, taking care not
to disturb the resin. Allow this to drain completely and discard effluent and all
washings.

e) Add 2 m] of 0.5 N HCI to the top of the column and collect all but the
first few drops in a 15 ml centrifuge tube.

1} Elute the column with two 5 ml portions of 0.5 N HCI and colleet cluate
in the centrifuge tube from step “e”.

g) Add a few crystals of hydroxylamine hydrochloride! to the top of the
column and follow with 2 ml of hyrdiodic hydrochloric acid solution (1 ml hydri-
odic acid to 9 ml concentrated HCl, prepared fresh daily). Allow the column to
drain completely and collect the effluent in the centrifuge tube.

h) Evaporate the contents of the centrifuge tube after adding 1 ml of concen-
trated HNQ;. This will oxidize and expel residual iodine.

i) The sanple may then be slurried and plated for direct counting, or prepared
for clectrodeposition (vide infra).

2. Procedure for Removal of Iron (Gorcuerr and Sepirr, 1972)
a) The activity is coprecipitated on Cay(PO,), which carries iron as well.
b) The precipitate is dissolved in AI(NOQ,); HNQ, (8 N).
¢) The dissolved material is placed on the column described in procedure 1 of
this section and the remaining steps of that procedure are carried out. Tron is
removed in the effluent and washes.

C. Solvent Extraction

Some of the earliest separations of plutonium were performed by extraction
imto organic solvents containing suitable ligands. Tributyl phosphate was a
commonly used complexing agent. In more recent times, thenoyl trifluoroacetone
(TTA) has been more widely used because of the greater stability of the resulting
complex. Solvent extraction has the advantages of speed and simplicity hut its
sensitivity is significantly less than that of ion exchange chromatogmfﬂnn The
use of solvent extraetion for isolation of plutonium from urine or other biological
material usually requires an initial precipitation step. This may be the Bil’O,,
LaF, coprecipitations described in Chap. 20, or the fluoride precipitation may he
done with suitable carrier directly from the ashed residuc of the sample. ‘The
latter method is used in the procedure given below.

m";.) Isolation of Plutonium by TTA Extraction? (ScHwENDIMAN and IIBALY,
JD3).

a) Cerium fluoride preeipitation—carried out with ashed residue of a 24 hour
ur{::e sample, dissolved in 65 ml 2 N HNO, and transferred to a 100 ml centrifuge
tube.

1. Add 0.5 gramn hydroxylamine hydrochloride to the solution. Stir until
dissolved. Use leflon rods for all stirring operations.

2. Add 1 ml cerium nitrate carrier solution (approximately 20 mg Ce+3 per ml).
‘U'ransfer the solution to a new 100 ml lusteroid centrifuge tube with a small amount
of distilled water. (Use the pyrex tubes as holders for the teflon rods during the
following centrifuging operations).

Note. Carry out the following fluoride precipitations in a hood.

{ Added to prevent immediate oxidation of hydriodie acid.

2 ‘The method given here is a modification of the original procedure used at Argonne National
Taboratory.
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3. Add 10 ml 1:1 hydrofluoric acid. Use a transparent bakelite graduated
cylinder for measuring the hydrofluoric acid. Stir the solution for 1 minute;
rinse off the teflon rod into the tube with distilled water; and let the solution
sit for 5 minutes.

4. Centrifuge for 5 minutes at approximately 2000 rpm. Discard the super-
natant, being careful not to disturb the precipitate.

5. Slurry the precipitate in 1 to 2 ml concentrated nitric acid. Add 10 ml
distilled water and stir vigorously.

6. Add 2 N nitric acid in 10 ml portions until there is approximately 65-70 ml
total volume, stirring well after each addition.

7. Add 10 ml (:1 hydrofluoric acid and repeat. the above precipitation and
centrifuging procedures.

b) Solvent Extraction.

1. After pouring off the supernatant from the second fluoride precipitation,
shirry the precipitate with 1 to 2 ml aluminium nitrate solution (740 grams/liter
solution, including 20 il concentrated nitric acid). Then add aluminum nitrate
solution in 10 ml portions to a total volume of approximately 40 ml, with vigorous
stirring after cach addition. Continue stirring until all of the precipitate is in
solution. ‘

Note. The solution may sit overnight at this point, if necessary.

2. Add 100 milligrams sodiumn nitrite. Stir until dissolved. Set timer for
15 minutes. Transfer the solution to a 125 ml Squibb separatory funnel with
10 ml distilled water. (The separatory funnel is mounted in the wrist-action

shaker. Clamp the funuel in such a way that the stopcock of the funnel is im-

mediately below the lower jaw of the clamp. If mounted in this way, the funnel
will not become loose during the shaking operations). Save the lusteroid tube,
temporarily, and usc it as a waste receiver during the extraction steps.

3. Fiftecn minules after the addition of the sodium nitrite, add 10 ml of 0.25 Af
TTA-benzene solution. Insert the vented teflon stopper. Shake well for 30 minutes.

4. Let stand for 5 minutes. After separation of the layers, remove the lower
(aqueous) layer, collecting it in the lusteroid tube. This layer may then be dis-
carded.

5. Add 20 ml distilled water to the funnel and shake for 10 minutes. Let
stand for 5 minutes. Remove and discard the lower (aqueous) layer.

6. Add 10 ml distilled water to the funnel and shake for 10 minutes. let
stand for 5 minutes. Remove and discard the lower (aqueous) layer. The Iusteroid
tube should now be discarded.

7. Add 10 ml 8 N hydrochloric acid to the funnel and shake for 20 minntes.
Let stand for 5 minutes. Colleet the lower (hydrochlorie acid solution) layer in
a 30 m] beaker.

8. Add 5 ml 8 N hydrochloric acid to the funnel and shake for 5 minutes. Let
stand for 5 minutes. Collect the lower (liydrochloric acid solution) layer in the
same 30 ml beaker. )

Note. The solution may sit overnight at this point, if necessary.

9. Discard the benzene solution remaining in the funnel hy pouring it into
the organic liquid waste container.

10. vaporate the total HCI strip to incipient dryness. The residue may then
be slurricd, plated on a planchet for dircet counting, or prepared for clectro-
deposition.
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D. Electrodeposition of Plutonium

The apparatus of SCHWENDIMAN and HEeaLy (1958) is used for electrodeposi-
tion of all actinide elements. It is described briefly in Chap. 20 together with
methods of electrodeposition of trivalent cations including reduced plutonium.
For plutonium in higher states of oxidation, typically 1V, the following pro-
cedure is necessary.

1. Evaporate the final product of any of thc chemical procedures to incipient
dryness.

2. Rinse down the sides of the beaker with a small amount of distilled water.
Add 2-3 drops of phenophthalein indicator solution. Neutralize the solution by
addition of 12 N potassium hydroxide solution with a capillary-tipped medicine
dropper. The neutralization is complete when the solution becomes slightly
brown or very faint pink.

Note. Do not pass the end-point of this nentralization, as plutonium IV will
precipitate from alkaline solution. If the end-point is inadvertently passed, as
indicated by the deep pink color of the solution, quickly add 1:19 hydrochloric
acid to the solution until the pink color just disappears.

3. Add 2 ml 5% sodiuin hypochlorite solution.

4. Add 5 ml 2 N potassinm hydroxide solution.

Note. The sample may be left overnight at this poiut, if necessary. If this
is to be the case, bring the solution to a boil, cover with a watch glass, and after
cooling, cover with parafilm. Do not carry out the following evaporation until
the next day, when the sample is to be left overnight.

5. Evaporate the solution to half volume, and then cool to room temperature.

6. After evaporation and cooling of the sample, transfer the solution to the
electrodeposition ccll with distilled water, to give a total volume of 10 ml (to
the red line marked on the cell wall).

7. Electroplate under these conditions—12 volts and 300 milliamperes—for
5 hours.

8. Remove cell(s) froin the apparatus withont turning off the power supply.
Immediately dceant the solution and rinse the cell with several portions of
distilled water.

9. Dismantle the cell, rinse the clectroplated dise with distilled water and
dry in air. ‘

10. The sample may then be counted in a proportionzl connter, an alpha pulse
leight analyzer, or radioautographed for nuclear track eounting.

E. Nuclear Track Counting

The techunique of nuclear track counting offers an alternative to elecironie
detection of radioactivity. At a time when few other methods had attained detec-
tion limits lower than 0.2 dpm per 24 hour urine sample, nuclear track counting
had a sensitivity of 0.05 dpm. The method and the instruments that support it
were developed by ScirwenpimMaN and Huany (1958). The principal {catures of
the system arc:

1. Thin layers of nuclear track emulsion (Kodak NTA) spread on 1 X 3 inch
microslides.

2. Klimination of background counts in the emulsion by prior exposure to
H,0, vapor under dessication at room temperature.
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3. A “camera” designed to maintain electroplated discs in contact with the
emulsion during exposure.

4. Exposure of emulsion to samples for 168 hours at 5° C.

5. Developing, fixing, and washing of slides without exposure to light.

6. Storage of exposed slides at 5° C.

7. Microscopic counting by a scanning system so that tracks within a total
arca of 4 mm? are counted.

8. Conversion of the number of tracks per unit area to dpm using the factors
of exposure time, film efficiency, and exposure area.

9. Routine checking of film efficiency with a standard source.

VL. Detection of Radioactivity

An exhanstive discussion of instruments used to evaluate internal contamina-
tion by actinide clements is beyond the scope of this article. References cited in
following sections provide the means of pursuing this subject in greater depth.

A. Alpha Counting

The principles and methodology of alpha counting have been reviewed in a
comprehensive article by JArrey (1954).

1. Total Alpha Counting

1nstruments used for total alpha counting are predominantly cither pulse
counters—usnally of the proportional gas flow type—or scintillation connters.
The former operate by collecting sceondary ionizations of a gas which is contained
between two cleetrodes at high potential. The clectric field sweeps apart secondary
ions formed in the gas by alpha particles, and the resulting pulse is measured.
The initial charge from an alpha particle can, in this way, be multiplied by
factors from 10 to 105, These counters are operated with methane or an argon
methane mixture.

Scintillation counters depend on the conversion of secondary clectron encrgy
into light. by means of a solid or liguid scintillator, and the conversion of licht.
flashes into eleetrical pulses by a photo-multiplier tube. Becanse these conversions
are proportional to cnergy, seintillation counters have speetrometrie properties.
They are uscful, however, for total alpha connting, as they have the advantage
of very low hackground. A method for routine alpha counting of bioassay samples
using & zine sulfide phosphor has been deseribed by HaLLpEN and Haruey (1960),
and is used in many laboratories.

To insure low detection limits and reproducibility of alpha counting, the
following requirements must be satisfied. Counting instruments should approach
50% cfficiency (22 geometry); background must be low and stable; planchets
must be of platinum or stainless steel and must be thoroughly clean and free of
scratches in which a pile-up of the sample can ocenr; the mass of the sample
mus be as small as possible, and it must be spread evenly over the surface of the
planchet in order to minimize sclf-absorption; planchets are dried under an
infrared lamp, and are flamed to cherry red; counts should be made for at least
120 minutes (o insure a small standard deviation. Proportional gas flow counters
require frequent cheeks of counting efficiency, and they should be calibrated at
regular intervals to insure that voltage and gain settings arc optimal.
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Appendix 1
Laboratories reporting methods of determining transplutonium elements in biological materials

924

References

Applications

Elements of Concern Method

Laboratory

SEDLET (unpublished)

sputum, nose blows
urine, feces, blood

urine, feces, blood
nose blows

extraction with TIOA and HDEHP

sequential separation by solvent
glass adsorption (see text)

Am, Cm, Cf

Argonne National Laboratory

EARINs and
Gom (1968)

Am, Cm

ment, Harwell, United Kingdom

Atomic Energy Research Establish-
Dow Chemical Co., Rocky Flats,

Borowskr and
ALLEX (1970)

urine, feces,
sputum, blood
urine, feces

separation on cation exchange resin

Am

Golden, Colo.

E. 1. du Pont de Nemours, Savannah,

solvent extraction with TIOA and

DDCP (see text)

BUTLER and HawL (1970)
SCEIEFER-DECKER (1968)

BuUTLER (1865),

Am-Cm. Cf, Es

River Plant, Aiken, 8. C.
Kernforschungszentrum Karlsruhe,

all biological
materials

solvent extraction with HDEHP

Am, Cm, Cf

Germany
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory,

ANNE DE G. Low-BEER:

SCHUBERT et al. (1951),
LowBEER and STORY

(1962)

all biological
materials

by group separation by ion exchange

coprecipitation with LaF, followed
(see text)

Am, Cm, Cf

Es

University of California

DurzyYk and Bieos (1960)

urine and feces

coprecipitation with LaF;-cation

exchange separation

Cm

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory

University of California

Lawrence Livermore Laboratory,

CampBELL and Moss

(1985)

urine and feces

separation on anion exchange resin

Am

SCHUBERT et al. (1951),
HeNLeY (1965)

urine and feces

separation of trivalent actinides
on anion exchange resin followed

by BiPO, and LaF, precipitation

(see text)

trivalent
actinides

Oak Ridge National Laboratory

MiTCHELL (1960)

urine

electrodeposition from acid
solution of ashed residue

actinides other
than U or Pu

Am

N.M.
Trapelo West, Richmond, Calif.

Sandia Laboratory Albuguerque,

WEIssMaXN et al, (1968)

urine

extraction with HDEHP using Cm
tracer. Final purification on

ion exchange resin

MOoORE (1963)

urine, feces, tissues

LaF, coprecipitation-oxidation of

Am by peroxidisulfate

Am

Laboratory, New York, N.Y.

U.S.AE.C. Health and Safety
U.8.A.E.C. Health Services

SILL (in preparation)

urine and feces

sequential extraetion from A}NO,),

with aliquot (quarternary amine)

Cf

Am, Cm.

Nuclear Reactor

Station, Idaho Falls, Idaho
United States Testing Co..

Laboratory.

BUTLER (1965)

Am, (m solvent extraction with HDEHP ur_inc

Richland, Washington
University of Pittsburgh,

24

HorM (in press)
blood, tissues

urine, feces.

solvent, extraction with HDEHP

Am

Graduate School of Public Health

Radiation Health Dept.,
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Appendix 2

Lanthanum Nitrate Purification

1. Place 10 g of lanthanum nitrate [La(NO,);-6 H,0-AR] in a 400 ml beaker
and dissolve in 200 ml of distilled water.

2. Add 50 m! of smmonium hydroxide (NH,OH 28%, sp. gr. 0.90) to the
beaker and stir.

3. Transfer the solution to four 90 ml centrifuge tubes. Rinse the beaker
with distilled water and add the washings to the tubes to give equal volumes.
Centrifuge at 2000 rpm for 5 minutes. Discard the supernatant fluid.

4. Add cone. nitric acid, with stirring, to Tube 1 until the precipitate is just
dissolved. Transfer the clear solution to Tube 2. Rinse Tube 1 with 2 to 3 ml
of conc. nitric acid and add to Tube 2. Stir and add conc. nitric acid, if necessary,
until the precipitate is just dissolved. Transfer the solution to Tubes 3 and 4 in
the same manner. Transfer the combined solutions in Tube 4 to four clean 90 ml
centrifuge tubes. Divide the solution to give equal volumes.

5. Add 10 ml of ammonium hydroxide to each tube and stir. Centrifuge at
2000 rpm for 5 minutes and discard the supernatant.

6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5.

7. As in Step 4, add conc. nitric acid with stirring to Tube 1 until the pre-
cipitate is just dissolved. Fransfer the clear solution to Tube 2. Rinse Tube 1
with 2 to 3 ml of conc, nitric acid and add to Tube 2. Stir and add conc. nitric
acid, if necessary, until the precipitate just dissolves. Transfer to Tubes 3 and 4
in the same manuer. ‘I'ransfer the clear solution to a 250 ml graduated cylinder.
Rinse the centrifuge tubes with 2 to 3 ml distilled water and add to the solution
in the cylinder.

8. Add distilled water to the solution to give a total volume of 160 ml. Stir
and trausfer to a gliss-stoppered bottle. This gives a solution containing 20 mg

of La** per milliliter. Dilute stock solution with 6 N HNO, to give a solution
containing 1 mg La+3 per ml.

T104 Purification

L. Filter tri-isooctylamine (T10A) through glass wool before use to remove
solids. )

2. Add 50 ml TIOA to 50 ml xylene in a 250 ml separatory funnel. Add 100 ml
8 N HCl, shake gently, vent, shake 1 minute, vent (there will be some heat evolu-
tion). Let phases separate (about 5 min). Organic phase will turn red. Draw off
the lower acidie (aqueous) layer and discard. ]

3. Add 50 ml § N HCI, add 1 ml 2 M NaNO, (sedium nitrite), shake for 1 minute.
{Organic layer turns dark red-brown.) Let phases separate, draw off and discard
lower layer. '

4. Add 50 ml 8 N TCl, add 5 1nl 30% H,0, (hydrogen peroxide), shake gently,
vent, shake 3 minutes, vent after each minute. Let phases separate (very cloudy),
draw off and discard lower layer. [Heat and (Cly) chlorine evolution.] Repeat
Step 4.

5. Add 50 ml 8 N HCI, shake 1 minute, let phases separate, drain and discard
lower layer.

6. Add 50 ml 0.1 N HCI, shake 1 minute, let phases separate, drain and discard
lower layer, repeat Step 6.

7. Add 50 ml deionized water, shake for 1 minute, let phases separate, drain
and discard lower layer.
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DETTNER

Continued from page 1

'became very involved in the League
of Women Voters. The league helped
pass a San Francisco bond issue that
assisted displaced persons. She was
later appointed by the governor to the
State Emergency Relief Commis-
sion. In this capacity she visited
Washington D.C. to find out how
President Roosevelt’s New Deal
approach would affect California.

There she met Harry Hopkins,
who offered her the California state
directorship of the NYA Program, a
program to keep young people in
school and to find community
project work activities for them,
paid for by the government.

“President Roosevelt took a
different approach to unemploy-
ment. He felt it wasn’t because of
people’s weaknesses, but because of
the economic times that they were
out of work,” Dettner told the
audience. “His programs, developed
for adults, gave dignity as well as
employment to people. They
provided a different feeling to
people than just giving hand-outs.

Though she had to give up her
work at the Stanford Medicai Center
for four years to run the NYA
program, Dettner said she felt it was
an emergency and she was called
upon for the country; she had an
obligation to help out.

Eleanor Roosevelt visits

During those years Eleanor
Roosevelt made semi-annual visits
to California to observe the progress
ol the NYA program. “It was my
happy lot to tour the NYA programs
with her,” said Dettiner, “Mary
Mcl.cod Bethune, the first black
woman appointed to a significant

federal job, the director of the
Division of Negro Affairs, also
came. The work projects were all
segregated then. We had to call ahead
to find restaurants in the different
towns where we could all eat together
without being embarrassed.”

Bethune was born into slavery,
said Dettner, and later started a
school for young black women to be
trained as secretaries, doing a
tremendous service for those who
attended. “We became great friends
and went all over the state together.”

Dettner said the NYA programs
were a tremendous morale builder
for those who participated, giving
them the education and skills needed
for private employment later.

“Today, I think if only we had
NYA programs again, we'd have far
fewer gangs, violence and resent-
ment. Violence is due to hopeless-
ness. This could be avoided in
Roosevell’s point of view,” she said.

When her work with the NYA
was over, Dr. Wykoff recommended
Dettner for a position at 1.BI, where
she mitially worked on stadying the
effect of neutron therapy on termi-

Photo by Bryan Quintard
Assistant to the Deputy Director Carol Alonso visits with Anne Dettner.

nally ill cancer patients.

The studies were conducted to
test the effect of neutrons on human
tissue. The results were of little help
to those terminally ill patients who
took part in the testing.

Happy outcome

In 1941, an outstanding radiolo-
gist and researcher, Dr. Bela Low-Beer
from Prague visited the United States
to do studies at the Berkeley lab on
the tolerable doses of radioactive
isotopes on animais. Dettner worked
extensively with him, and ended up
marrying him in 1944,

“It was a very happy outcome of
a scientific experience,” said Dettner.

During this time, Dettner was
drafted to the War Manpower
Commission recruiting women for
war industries.

Later, she received a research
fellowship in radiology at the UC

medical school.

After returning from a sabbati-
cal in Europe in 1951, it was
discovered that her husband had
leukemia. “He was very productive
in those years as he allowed himself
no distractions. He died in 1955,”
said Dettner.

Shortly thereafter, John
Lawrence asked her to start the bio-
assay lab at Berkeley and she
worked there until her retirement in
1972. “I couldn’t imagine life
without a laboratory to go to, so
fortunately I was invited to accept a
consultantship in which [ did some
studies on carbon 14 and the envi-
ronmental condition of the land
around LBL.”

In 1979 Dettner married again,
“much to everyone’s surprise.” to a
life-long friend, Dr. George T.
Dettner. They remained together
until his death in 1992,

During her years at LBL,
Dettner said there was a consider-
able flocking to LBL for treatment
with P32 for blood dyscrasias
patients. “P32 did nothing to
prolong life, but made it more
bearable. Many of the symptoms
disappeared. It engendered great
hope, but studies show that the
length of life for those who had it
and those who didn’t was the same
— four years, eight months.”

“I am overwhelmed at the
facilities and equipment you have
now for determining exposures to
radiation,” said Dettner. “I feel I've
come {rom the dark ages, such
tremendous progress has been made.
But, I'll always be extremely grateful
for my experiences at LBL.”
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Alumnae Resources

" Annual WAVE Lunche'on

Women
of Achievement,
Vision

and Excellence

Welcome

Maria . Gallo

Chair, Alumnae Resources Board of Directors

Lunch

Audiovisual Program = The 1995 WAI'L. Honorees
Laderwritten by Genentech, Ine.
Produced by The Studio of David Inocencio/Minette Siegel

Narration by Nina Totenberg, National Publiec Radio
WAVE Award Presentations

Concluding Remarks
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The 1995 WAVE Honorees

Each year, the WAV Award is presented by Alumnae Resources to five
exceptional women over the age of 70 who exemplify achievement, vision and
excellence. Through their leadership and pioneering spirit, they have made
significant contributions to their communities in a wide spectrunt of areas,
including the arts, business, education, human services, and social policy.
Alumnae Resources warmly congratulates this year’s WAVE Award recipients

as they join the distinguished cirele of WAVE Honorees chosen each year since

1983. We thank them for their wisdom, their courage and their inspiration. =

Barbara Bernie = leading advocate
for the practice ol Chinese medicine and the
ticensure of acupuncture in the 1S, she has
helped establish high standards in the field,
and has ereated bridges between conntries and
commtnities through her l)ﬂll.:hllll“ng research.

practice and coneern for others,

Anne deGruchy Dettner = Inan
exceptional career that has spanned the civie,
soctal wellare and “hard science™ lields. she
administered relief programs during FDR's
presidency. joined a Lawrence Laboratory team

doing ground-breaking medical research, and

continues her lifelong involyement with the

communiiy,
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Mertificate of Recognition

On behalf of the people of the
City and County of San Francisco
I am pleased to commend and thank

Anne deGruchy Dettner

For extraordinary leadership in her community with experiences
ranging from civic involvement during Franklin D. Roosevelt
presidency to cutting-edge medical research at the Lawrence
. Laboratory.

';\>K\\)“ d ‘)}f f,,/{/ May 17, 1995

‘Zé
N, £ IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the Seal of the City and

Wan Francisco to be affixed.
L/i;/ o (i

FrankM ]ordan 7
Mayor

MRS e
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calcium, 147-148, 153-154
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cancer, radiation therapy for,
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140, 148, 150, 155. See also
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Chupp, Mary, 124, 126-128

Chupp, Timothy, 128

Columbia Foundation, 112
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166-167
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Crocker Radiation Laboratory. See
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Deutsch, Monroe, 65, 70, 77

disabilities, 32-34, 53

Dobbs, Harold, 174-175

Donner Laboratory. See University
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Downey, Sheridan, 93

earthquake of 1906 (San
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education, 10-14, 30-31, 103,
144. See also Girls' High
School; University of
California, Berkeley;

141-



University of California, San
Francisco.

elderly, programs for, 173-174;
Life Plan Center, 36-37; 0ld Age
Counseling Center, 36

Elkus, Marjorie, 112

Energy, U.S. Department of, 106,
150, 158

energy sources, 60-61, 168-169

Family Club, 27

Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI1), 96, 166-167

Felton, Katherine, 68

Fisher, Robert, 39, 64, 176

Ford Foundation, 169, 173, 174

Freidell, H., 148

Ganyard, Leslie, 99

gay and lesbian issues, 30, 45,
144

Girls' High School (San
Francisco), 12-14, 30, 44-45,
176

Golden Gate Neighborhood Centers
Association, 170-173; Booker T.
Washington Center, 172;
Telegraph Hill Neighborhood
Association, 171, 173;

Green, Edith, 14, 177

Griffith, Alice, 171

Hamilton, Joseph, 111, 113-114,
death from leukemia, 124-125,
137, 151, 156

Harrison, Maurice, 95

Harron, Marion, 14, 45

Heineman, Irene T., 99

Heller, Ellie, 44

hematology, 47-48, 104

Hertz, Alfred, 33

Hinkley, Robert, 70

Hooker, Robert, 67-70, 86

Hoover, Herbert, 52-53

Hopkins, Harry, 65, 66, 69, 69,
70-74, 90-91

Howden, Ed, 178

human subjects, research and
testing, 106, 150-153, 155-156

Jenney, Ralph, 65

Jewish community/issues, 14-15,
17, 23-27, 126-128

Johnson, Hiram, 56

Johnson, Lyndon B., 86

Joseph, Nelly, 17

Junior League, 57-58

Kennan, George, 69

Kerr, Clark, 144

Kramer, Lawrence, xv, 170-173

Kramer, Miller and Associates,
171-172

labor unions, 96-97

Lane Hospital. See Stanford
University Medical School.

Lassen Junior College, 79

Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory. See
University of California,
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory.

Lawrence, Ernest, 106, 109, 113,
114, 118, 160

Lawrence, John, 105, 107, 109,
111-113, 114, 121, l44-146,
148-149, 153, 156, 160

League of Natiomns, 56

League of Women Voters, San
Francisco, 1-2, 4-8, 50-63, 99-
100, 168-169, 177, 179-180;
public dance hall issue, 4-5,
55

Low-Beer, Alader, 127

Low-Beer, Bela (Bertram), 15-16,
24, 142, 166-167; family, 124,
126-127; leukemia of, 123-124,
136-140, 148; marriage, 119,
128-136, 138-140; research,
107, 113, 115-121, 125-126,
144, 148, 151-153

Low-Beer, Elsie, 127

Mandell, Maurice, 96

Manhattan Project, 166-167. See

also Seaborg, Glenn; World War II.

Marin County, Belvedere, 9-10, 30-
34, 139, 176; Larkspur, 124,
139

Marsh, Vivian, 92-93



Martin, Lillian, 11, 30, 35-37,
41, 163

May, John, 40-41

McAdoo, William G., 93

McFarland, Ruth, 75-78

McLaughlin, Emma Moffat, xi-xii,
4, 179-180
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McMillan, E.O., 160
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Merriam, Frank, 65, 70

metabolites, 147-148, 153-154
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Miller, Earl, 119

Mills, Ogden, 52

Mitchell, J.S., 132, 134-135

Moore family, 19-24, 127
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19, 24, 32-34, 35
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Roosevelt, Franklin
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Oliphant, Marcus, 117-118
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154-155

plutonium, 25-26, 114-115, 151-
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122-123, 125, 137, 148-149. See
also bioassay procedures.

radioisotopes, 107, 115, 117-118,
147-148, 151, 153-154. See also
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radiology, 107-110, 118, 120-121,
125-126, 130, 132, 134-135, 149
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Roosevelt, Franklin, 45, 51-54,
61, 65, 73, 74, 85, 86
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Rossi, Angelo, 50, 65
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on Aging, 173-174; Education
Fund, 36; Foundation, 37-41,
61-62, 175; General Hospital,
106, 119; Grand Jury, 101-102;
history of, 17-24, 37-38, 50-
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