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INTRODUCTION 

Kemper Campbell's present  domicile, the Jonathan Club i n  

d.owntown Los Angeles, i s  an exclus ively  male domain, so, with 

tape-recording equipment, correspond.ence f i l e s  and old news- 

papers, we s e t  up shop i n  a  h o t e l  room next' d.oor; and there ,  

on Apri l  13, 1954, the  following interview took place. 

Campbell f i r s t  came t o  my a t t en t ion  as one of the  two 

men most responsible f o r  bringing about the organization of 

the Cs.lifornia S ta te  Bar, which i n  t u rn  was one of the f i r s t  

.. 
tt integratedf '  s t a t e  bars  i n  the United S ta tes .  He was an ac t ive  

pa r t i c ipan t  i n  the good. government movement i n  Cal i fornia  which 

resu l ted  i n  the sweeping statewide reforms of Governor H i r a m  

Johnson. He has been a leading member of the Los Angeles bar 

fo r  many d.ecades. And. d.espite, o r  even because of ,  h i s  long 

and arduous public service ,  he has had a  highly respectable 

a n d .  l uc ra t ive  1 2 w  p rac t ice  -- an object  lesson which young 

at torneys might well  take t o  hear t .  

Campbell i s  a  warm and charming man, a  f i g h t e r  f o r  causes. 

This i s  h i s  s tory ,  narrated. i n  a s ing le  d.a.y. After  checking 

through, ad.d.ing to ,  and retyping the  o r ig ina l  t r ansc r ip t ,  he 

ma.iled. t o  us the finished, r e s u l t s ;  and, t h i s  i s  h i s  manuscript 

jus t  as  he sent  it t o  us. 

7 July 1954 

Bancroft Library Corinne L. Gilb 



I 

TABLE O F  CONTEgTS 

E a r l y  Background 

Law School - Unive r s i ty  of Southern C e l i f o r n i a  -
1904-1907 

Began Law P r a c t i c e ,  1907. The Future  N I s .  Campbell. 

Teaching Law 1908-1918. I n j u r e d  i n  E l e v a t o r  

Accident 1914 

E n t r y  i n t o  P o l i t i c s  - A Progress ive  Republican 

Attorney f o r  t h e  S t a t e  Board of Hea l th ,  1915-1919 

P o l i t i c a l  Views - C a l i f o r n i a  Governors 

Fr iendship  w i t h  Ar thur  Br i  sbane 

F u r t h e r  Contact  w i th  the  Examiner 

Leader i n  Los Angeles Ba.r Assoc ia t ion  1320 and 

A f t e r  

Backed C .  C .  Young f o r  Governor 

Fromoted L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  Ixprove the  Courts  and 

Bar 1926 -27 

Work on the  Appointment of  Judges 

The S t a t e  Bar s i n c e  1927 - Some Com~en t s  

Los Angeles B a r  Assoc ia t ion  1927 

B a r  A c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  1927 

Law P r a c t i c e  

Index 



Ear ly  Background 

:ampbell: 	 I was born Ju ly  5. 1881, a t  Ad.el, Dallas County, about 

twenty mi les  west of Des Moines, Iowa. My maternal 

grandfather ,  Joseph Otterman, came out  from Indiana  

i n  the e a r l y  7 0 f s ,  a n d  my f a t h e r ,  D r .  Solon B. Campbell, 

came s eve ra l  years l a t e r .  

Af te r  the  C i v i l  War ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the 701s ,  a g r e a t  

many well-educated young men were going west, e s p e c i a l l y  

t o  the s t a t e s  of Iowa, I l l i n o i s ,  and Kansas, and during 

t h a t  migrat ion my f a t h e r  a r r i v e d  i n  Dal las  county. 

There were such men a s  John B. White and h i s  pa r t ne r ,  

George Clark,  who subsequently became Governor; White 

became one of the  l ead ing  lawyers of the  s t a t e .  With 

J. W. Russel l ,  S. M. Leach, and o thers  they formed the 

nucleus of a group of young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  

v i l l a g e  of about 1000 o r  1200 souls .  

My f a t h e r  was a country doctor ,  and he was always 

in te res ted ,  in publ ic  a f f a i r s .  He a l so  had a  f l a i r  f o r  

amateur t l i e a t r i c a l s ,  and. he was f requent ly  c a l l e d  upon t o  

d. i rect  those a.ttempts a t  fu rn i sh ing  en te r t a innen t  , a s  we 

were not  favored very o f t en  by t r z v e l l i n g  t roups .  He had. 

a  very good speaking voice and f i n e  address.  Re was a 

very well-ezucated. man with a c l a s s i c a l  background and. a  

fondness f o r  poe t ry  and good. l i t e r z t u r e .  As long as  I 

can remern'oer, he was p res iden t  of the l o c a l  school  board. 

My mother was of Dutch, German and. English blood., h e r  

f a t h e r  being a  Dutchman. My f a t h e r  was h a l f  Scotch 



and h a l f  German. His mother was a  Vawter, a  branch 

of the  well-known faroily t h a t  now l i v e s  i n  San ta  Monica, 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  

During t h e  f l u  e ~ i d e m i c  of '91, we had an extremely cold 

win te r  and my f a t h e r  was kept  very busy almost n i g h t  and 

day d r i v i n g  through t h e  snowdr i f t s  t o  take care  of h i s  

p a t i e n t s .  One time h i s  horse  came home without h in .  

My o l d e r  b r o t h e r  found, him severa.1 blocks away, s u f f e r i n g  

from del i r ium brought aSout by fever .  He had a long 

i l l n e s s  which f i n a l l y  terminated i n  tube rcu los i s ,  They 

bro-ught him t o  Fal lbrook,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  wi th  my mother, my 

o l d e r  b ro the r  and l i t t l e  s i s t e r .  They d . idn l t  h o w  so much 

about t u b e r c u l o s i s  a s  they  do now, otherwise he might have 

recovered,  I n  a year  o r  so,  he c m e  hone t o  d i e ,  

I n  the  meantime, I was about t e n  years  o ld  m d  was l e f t  

wi th  a f r i e n d  of my mother1 s, who was the  only daughter of  

a s u b s t a n t i a l  f z r n e r  and x i l l e r ,  considered i n  those t imes 

very well-to-do. Her husband, Pir. Kentrorthy, was the  County 

Au.d.itor, Having no ch i ld ren ,  they  became very  fond of me 

a d  they  were very  good t o  me,  They dressed. me wel l  and 

o f fe red  me grea.t inducemelits if  I would s t a y  wi th  them and 

be adopted by them, co l l ege  educat ion and a  team of c a r r i a g e  

horses  t o  d r ive ,  i n  those days the  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n d i c i a  of 

gracious l i v i n g .  My f a t h e r ,  j u s t  a few days before  he d.ied, 

n a t u r a l l y  counseled me t o  accept  t h e r r  o f f e r  of a  good 

educat ion  a d  a l l  t h e  advantages t h a t  they  could g ive  me a s  



t h e i r  h e i r  and. son by adoption. But I couldn't do i t .  

I f e l t  it would be a weak thing t o  d,o t o  leave my two 

brothers t o  support the family. (After  the long i l l n e s s  

of my fa ther ,  there  was nothing much l e f t  f o r  the family. ) 

My very courageous mother decided t o  take her  children 

and. move t o  Cal i fornia ,  which we di&. We l ived  a t  

Pomona. My brothers ins i s ted  upon my going t o  school, and 

my next older brother went f o r  awhile but f i n a l l y  stopped 

t o  go t o  work. They were employed. ch ie f ly  i n  the f r u i t  

industry, orange packing i n  the wintertime and f r u i t  canning 

i n  the summertime, and both becarne qu i te  p rof ic ien t  i n  the 

canning business and made it t h e i r  l i f e  work. 

I went through high school, taking a l l  of the languages 

I could. -- two years of German, two years of Greek, and. 

four years of Latin. And a f t e r  grad.uating, I went back 

t o  take whatever ad.d.itiona1 subjects  the high school could. 

give me because I thought it would. save t h a t  much time i n  

college. A t  the same time, I took a business and steno-

graphic course a t  the 1oca.l business college, and about the 

time I was rea.d.y t o  f i n i s h  t h a t  course, I was sunmoned by 
. . 

a banker who was head 03 the American National Bank, M r .  G. 

A .  Lathrop. He took me back i n t o  the d i r ec to r s '  room. I 

had hardly been i n  a bank before, not having had any 

occasion t o  have a bank account. And he said., "You know 

my son, ~ r w k ? "  I said,  "Yes, very well." e ell," he said, 

"Frank w i l l  not  be a banker. He does not l i k e  banking and 



wants t o  do something e l s e .  I must t r a i n  somebody 

t o  take my place. I have d.ecided to  give you t h a t  

opportunity. I ' v e  inquired about you. I know a l l  about 

you, and I ' l l  advance you jus t  as  f a s t  as  you are  capable 

of advancing, But I have other  i n t e r e s t s .  I want t o  get  

out of here, Look around. A l l  the %employees are old, and 

we have t o  have yolmg blood. So i f  you ' l l  come i n  and begin 

a t  the  bottom and l e a r n  the banking business, 1'11 teach 

you, You can s i t  i n  my sea t  eventual ly -- t h a t ' s  what you 

can look forward to." 

I to ld  M r .  Lathrop I d . i d n l  t think I was qua l i f i ed  t o  

be a banker o r  even t o  %ake a very humble pos i t ion  i n  the 

bank, because I hadn' t  f i n i shed  my bookkeeping and steno- 

graphic c m r s e s ,  and. I wanted t o  be more p ro f i c i en t ,  I 

d idn ' t  t e l l  him t h a t  I did.nlt w a ~ tt o  5e a banker. I never 

have believed t h a t  "everything happens f o r  the best ,"  but 

I don't  belFeve i n  thumbing one's nose a t  Providence, I 

thought there was no harm i n  f inding out whether I had, an 

apt i tude f o r  banking. It seemed l i k e  one of those success 

s t o r i e s  t ha t  were then much i n  the  magazines, So I accepted 

the offer .  I forge t  what the sa la ry  was, but i t  was very, 

very low,  a s  s a l a r i e s  were i n  those days in a l l  the banks, 

The pr inc ipa l  compensation was the a b i l i t y  t o  wear good 

clothes and a white c o l l a r  and have a c e r t a i n  amount of 

soc i a l  p res t ige  and. shor t  hours. 

They t r e a t e d  me very wel l  there ,  everyone r ea l i z ing  

I wa.s the boss 's  protege. But I d.iscovered tha t  I d i d n ' t  



Gilb: 

,Cglnpbell: 

'Gilb: 
! 

Campbell: 

l i k e  banking. Perliaps t h a t  goes back to  my upbringing, 

my f a the r  being an i n t e l l e c t u a l  type and a  profess ional  

man. I heard very l i t t l e  about business and. had. always 

na t tva l ly  assumed. t h a t  I would a l so  take up one of the 

professions, postponing the d.ecis ion as t o  what profession 

u n t i l  I was more mature. But I had %then, too, an i n t e r e s t  

i n  p o l i t i c s ,  from the cradle days, almost, because my 

f a the r  and. my grandfather,  a l so ,  were very in t e r e s t ed  i n  

p o l i t i c s .  They were progressives. We wouldntt c a l l  them 

progressives i n  those d.ays. They werentt Democrats. I 

think there were only one o r  two Democrats i n  our county 

i n  those days. They were ~ e ~ u b l i c a n s  they had. r a the r  but 

advanced id.eas with reference t o  the issues  of those d.ays. 

So I suppose it  was na tu ra l  f o r  me t o  f e e l  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  

cond.itions could be improved. 

Did you ever read. Henry Geo~ge i n  those e a r l y  d.ays? 

Yes. 

I wonder if he mad.e much impression on you. 

No. Personally, I d idn ' t  bel ieve i n  the theory of Henry 

George, and I d.ontt th ink my f a t h e r  o r  grandfather did 

e i  t'ner. Rut they had. r a t h e r  pronounced views about money 

and p o l i t i c a l  control  by c e r t a i n  powerful i n t e r e s t s .  They 

were i n  no sense rad ica l s .  

After we had l i ved  a t  Pomona f o r  about f i v e  years, and. 

I had. f in ished my high school, ny brothers  wanted me t o  

go t o  Pomona College. I n  the meantime, they had. launched 

a canning business of t h e i r  own. It was a small concern 



a t  Moneta, near what i s  now Gardena. And I f e l t  t ha t  

I should. help them. So I went down, andthe next year 

my older  brother  was ca l led  t o  Ontario t o  e r e c t  a  very 

large  cannery. He went from there t o  the American Olive 

Company. He was the f i r s t  one t o  can o l ives  i n  t i n .  He 

invented the process o f  making a l l  the o l ives  look black 

and shiny, whether they were black and shiny when they 

s t a r t e d  out o r  not. It ma.de them more a t t r a c t i v e  and more 

sa lable .  H i s  company was a pioneer i n  teaching the r e s t  of 

the country t o  e a t  r i p e  o l ives .  The f i r s t  consignment sent  

back t o  S t .  Louis w a s  thrown out because the buyers thought 

the o l ives  were spoiled. A l l  the o l ives  they had had e a s t  

of the Rockies were green ol ives ,  as  the r i pe  ol ives --
processed as they were i n  those d.ays -- would keep but a 

very shor t  time . I n  t i n ,  of course, they' 11keep indef in i te ly .  

So my brother  and h i s  associa tes  were pioneers i n  the canned 

ol ive  industry.  They furnished a market f o r  o l ives  which 

saved the indust ry  f r o m  a ruinous d.ecline. 

The Anerica;? Olive Company was backed by a group of 

very wealthy men who happened t o  have ol ive  0rchard.s: C. E. 

Sessions, C .  H. Frost  (owner of the Fros t  build.lng), James 

I rvine  (owner of the I rv ine  ranch i n  Orange County), and. 

others.  

My brother  a l so  i n i t i a t e d  the proced.ure of buying 

ol ives  a t  a g rea t  distance and, instead. of shipping them i n  

boxes, he put them i n  l a rge  tanks on f l a t c a r s  and s t a r t e d  

processing them d.uring t ranspor ta t ion.  This enabled him 



t o  ship from Sacramento val ley ,  Oroville, and various 

places where they had very f i n e  ol ives  -- shipped. them 

t o  Southern California.. He a l so  was one of the pioneers 

i n  peel ing peaches by the lye  process; he hzd. adopted. t ha t  

method over i n  Ontario p r i o r  t o  the ol ive canning venture. 

He was a  very important withess in some l i t i g a t i o n  

involving the lye peel ing process which I handled. years 

l a t e r  because of my f a m i l i a r i t y  with the canning business. 

My brother  Joe remained i n  the l i t t l e  cannery i n  which 

we specialized. i n  canning peas by what i s  called, the 

1t viner" process. We'd r a i s e  them t o  a ce r t a in  point  of 

maturity and then mow them, bring vines and .  a l l  i n t o  the 

fac tory  and run them through a  very large  thresher.  Then 

they would go i n t o  a  separa tor  o r  s i z e r  and we would can 

them. My brother  Joe did the farming. We farmed. about 

a  hal f -sect ion of the land. besides what the other  farmers 

ra.ised f o r  us. I ran  the factory.  I was then 19 years of 

age and I operated the  p l an t  four  years. 

I had q u i t  the bank and gone off t o  make my fortune 

or  help the boys make a fortune.  The oldest  boy was 

r e a l l y  the genius of . the family i n  t ha t  p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e  of 

work. He went from our l i t t l e  p lant  a t  Moneta t o  Ontario, 

where he erected z l a rge  fac tory  and then t o  the ol ive  

business f o r  severa l  years and. then t o  l a rge r  cooperative 

en te rpr i ses  i n  San Jose and other  places up north, where 

he hand.led as much as four  mi l l ion d.ollars worth of 



canned. goods a year. He.eventually procured a contract 

with Arrnour and. Company t o  d i s t r i bu te  them. It was 

very prof i tab le  f o r  the farmers. But the government 

f i n a l l y  moved. i n  with Francis J. Heney as prosecutor, 

und.er the a n t i - t r u s t  laws and. made them give up t h e i r  

canned f r u i t  , s idel ines .  Tha.t ended t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

project .  That was a number of years la.ter, of course, 

A t  any r a t e ,  my brother Joe did the farming, and I had t o  

run the "Moneta Canning ~ompa.ny" factory .  I kept the 

books and acted. a.s superintend.ent. We had from 75 $0 

100 employees. I got t o  be s0mewha.t of a  mechanic. I 

could l i n e  a sha f t ,  instz.11 a pulley, lace  a be l t ,  thread 

a pipe and. pack a pis ton box. I was up a t  four  u r clock 

i n  the morning, f i r ed  the bo i l e r  and got up steam, I even 

did mos t  of the soldering because it  was an expensive job 

and we couldnr t  afford t o  h i r e  anyone e l s e ,  On the old 

"Groom" spool machine with the a id  of t t ~ o"solder monkeys" 

(boys who handled. the cans) I am proud. t o  say I often 

sold.ered by hand Fore than 1000 cans per hour. We d i d  

t iel l  i n  one respect ,  although we had a small o u t f i t  --
we got mos t  o f  the loca l  business i n  Los  Angles. So the 

Cal i fornia  Packing Corporation decided they d. be t t e r  buy 

us out, and they d i d . ,  And the r e s u l t  of tha t  purcha.se 

put me throuph law school. 

Law School - University of Southern California. -
190L. ~ ,- 1907-

I was 23 when I entered, law school i n  1904. I was 



very f e a r f u l  t h a t  being out of school so long and not 

having a l i b e r a l  a r t s  college education I ' d  have a hard. 

time keeping up with the others .  But I found it jus t  

the contrary. I found t h a t  p r a c t i c a l  experience i s  a 

tremendous a s se t  t o  a law student and likewise t o  a 

lawyer i n  ac tua l  pract ice .  A Dean of a Law Department 

of one of our leading un ive r s i t i e s  has said. sorcething 

l i ke  t h i s :  "Law students  a.re ge t t i ng  younger and younger. 

They can understand the theory bf the law but cannot 

understand and. v i sua l ize  the fa.cts because they have had no 

p r a c t i c a l  experience. A l l  cases are f ac tua l .  You f i r s t  

have a conglomerate mass of conf l i c t ing  f a c t s ,  and i t ' s  

a sec3ndar-y thing to  apply the law. These students can 

undierstsnd the theory, but they don l t  know what the case 

i s  about. After  t h e i r  freshman year, they should a l l  be 

turned out f o r  a year 2nd work a t  something, become 

more f ac tua l ,  see the wheels tu rn  around, even i f  they work a.t 

a f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n  or garage or  behind a. counter some~;here 

t o  get  some s o r t  cf a f ac tua l  background." 

I d.onlt th ink I was ex t raord inar i ly  b r i l l i a n t  o r  had 

an unusual memory, but I had. had. so much p r a c t i c a l  

ex9erlence i n  business and fa.ctorg operation and. a l l  tha t ,  

and contact  with people, th2.t i t  was no t  d.iff ' icult  f o r  me 

a t  a l l  t o  und.erstand the f a c t s  of a case, what tne case 

was a.bout. I n  th2.t way, and. by studying very hard (which 

I did.),  much t o  my surpr ise  I came out the f i r s t  year wi th  

the highest  grad.es i n  the c l a s s .  And I thought, "Jiell, 



t h a t ' s  interest j-ng.  1'11 keep on and  see what I can do." 

That gear I got 94. The next year I got,  a.s I remember, 

965. h id  the l a s t  year 98 a n d  a f rac t ion ,  giving me an 

average of something over 96 f o r  the coarse, which I 

think stood. as a record f o r  many years.  

I was the  f i r s t  one to  win the .gold Scholarship 

Medal i n  the U. S. C .  Law School. True, I had a l i k i n g  

f o r  the  law and perhaps some inher i ted  apti tude,  because 

my f a the r  was a man who l i ked  t o  argue, an i n t e l l e c t u a l  

and a l l  t ha t ,  so the  atmosphere was something I was used 

t o ,  and rrly old.er Srother  a l so  while not cont3ntious was 

very fond of discussion.  But as  I ana.lyze it ,  I think 

my success as  a student was due t o  t h i s  t ough, hard, 

p r ac t i ca l  experience and my industry. 

Began Law Tract ice ,  1907. The Future P'irs. Campbell 

Short ly a f t e r  my gradcation i n  1907 I opened a 

modest o f f i ce .  It was d.uring the depression of 1907 and. 

I had $40 i n  sc r ip .  I had. one or  two other f a i r l y  good 

opportunit ies .  One was with Judge Wa1d.o Pi. York. He was 

a  lnagnif icent  man, stand.ing s i x  f e e t  three,  and weighing 

about 250. He wore s. l ight grey Prince Albert coat,  d.ressed 

very well, and had white wavy h a i r  tha t  he l e t  grow down 

t o  h i s  co l l a r .  Very impressive looking and .  a  very kindly 

man. The type of man who always got plenty of good business. 

As soon a.s he r e t i r e d  from the bench, he said., tr ell, 

1'11 jus t  take such business a.s comes t o  my home. I d.onlt 

suppose 1'11 get very much." It wasn't very long u n t i l  



a c l i e n t  who owned a building begged him t o  come down 

and take two or three o f f ices .  Then he asked me t o  go 

over with hi@. 

I had a f ee l ing  tha t  sooner o r  l a t e r  one has t o  stand. 

on h i s  ovm f e e t .  And I f e l t  t h a t  I had. such a regard 

f o r  Judge York t h a t  I might become too dependent upon him. 

I h a d .  s tudied i n  h i s  chmbers when I was studying law. 

I had. the idea  t ha t  I could, ge t  along i f  I worked hard 

enough and applied myself d i l i gen t ly ,  and I ' d  probably 

ge t  along b e t t e r  i f  I were alone. 

From almost the very f i r s t ,  I rea.lized tha t  i f  you 

d o  the r i g h t  kind. of work, i t ts going t o  ta.ke a tremend.ous 

amount of reading and research t h a t  a man c a n t t  do himslef 

i f  he ge t s  any amount of business.  So s ix  months a f t e r  

I s t a r t ed  t o  p rac t ice ,  I hired Fred Fellows, who subse- 

quently became secre ta ry  of the  Indus t r i a l  Accident 

Commission, as a law clerk .  And from t h a t  tlme on, I had 

somebody working f o r  me who d.id nothing e l s e .  

It was my custom t o  pick out any br igh t  student I 

could ge t  t o  work f o r  me as  a b r i e f ing  c lerk  and then 

graduate from my of f ice  i n t o  more profita.ble employment. 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  nme  those who served i n  my o f f i ce ,  but some 

of those l a t e r  at tained very high standing i n  the l ega l  

profession,  so I wouldn't l i k e  t o  embarrass them by men- 

t ioning them. 

i i l b :  Why would tha t  embarrass them? 


:.mpbell: Well, I don1t know.  I d.ontt h o w  why it should. One of 

I 



t h e  most o u t s t a n d i n g  i s  Rarold C .  Morton of Hanna and 

Morton (Ranna r e c e n t l y  deceased) .  He Is one of the  most 

prominent lawyers  and.  one of t h e  b e s t  lawyers ,  I t h i n k ,  

i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  A v e r y  weal thy m a n  now. W i l l i a m  J. Palmer, 

who i s  one of t h e  most e r u d i t e  men on t h e  S u p e r i o r  bench, 

was i n  my o f f i c e .  

Frank F. Doherty,  who i s  a l e a d e r  of t h e  b a r  he re  now, 

was my j u n i o r  p a r t n e r  f o r  a number o f  yea r s .  He s undoubted.ly 

one of t h e  ou t s t and ing  men in  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  in  C a l i f o r n i a  

today, marvelous p o l i t i c a l  l e  ader ,  a n d  a wonderful  b u s i n e s s  

lawyer. 

Then t h e r e  were two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r s .  One who se rved  

me the  l o n g e s t  w a s  M r .  Fred Fel l .o i~s ,  t he  f i r s t  one. He was 

a ve ry  s o l i d  man. He became one of t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Accident  

Commissioners. And T. E. Owens, who as an E p i s c o p a l i m  

m i n i s t e r  when he w a s  &udying law, worked f o r  me f o r  many 

yea r s  and t h e n  w a s  d i scovered  by Meserve, lv1umper and Hughes. 

They asked me i f  I would o b j e c t  t o  t h e i r  making him an 

o f f e r ,  and I s a i d  I would be v e r y  happy. What p l e a s e d  me 

most w a s  t o  have a boy l e a v e  my o f f i c e  f o r  a b e t t e r  oppor- 

t u n i t y .  Mine would. always be a one-man o f f i c e ,  a n d  t h e  

on ly  u s e  I would h ~ v e  f o r  anybody e l s e  woulc', be t o  spend 

most of  h is  t ime i n  t h e  l a w  l i b r a r y  b r i e f i n g .  Another 

employee who had. exc -ep t iona l ly  f i n e  l e g a l  mind was Henry 

F. Walker, who w a s  w i t h  me f o r  e l e v e n  years .  He i s  now a 

busy and prosperous  "lawyers lawyer,  tt s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  the  

p repara . t ion  of  b r i e f s  on appea l  f o r  o t h e r  a t t o r n e y s .  



Miss L i t t a  Belle Hibben (now Mrs. campbell), a l so  

an honor s tudent ,  was another. She came of an Ad.ventist 

family, and as a group they bel ieve i n  ed.ucation. Their 

parochial schools are very thorough and very good, She went 

t o  an Adventist academy somewhere i n  Michigan, I bel ieve,  

She was born i n  Sherid.an, o r  some v i l l age  near  there,  i n  
. . 

I l l i n o i s .  And she always characterized i t  as  "the dead 

center  of the world," about 100 miles south of Chicago, 

I think. Her family came out t o  Glend.ale, and she studied 

a t  the old Normal School which became the Los Angeles Branch 

of the University of Cal i fornia ,  and graduated from there .  

D r .  Moore, I bel ieve,  was President.  D r .  Loge 

Holmes Mil ler  was head of the Department of Natural Eistory. 

Through Mrs. Campbell ' s lre en i n t e r e s t  i n  b i rd  l i f e  they 

becane very good f r i ends .  After  graduation she taught school 

out a t  Glendale. While she was teaching school, she took 

a n  evening law course i n  USC an6 t h a t ' s  where I met her. 

I was then teaching. I ' ve  forgot ten  how she became in te res ted  

i n  law; 1 th ink through some friend, who was a profess ional  

woman. But she was always a very bright  stud.ent, and. she 

did very well  i n  he r  law cla.sses. After she graduated, I 

asked. her  t o  come t o  my o f f i ce .  I thought she'd make a 

good br ie f ing  c le rk .  I knew her  only from 1910 when she 

came t o  l a w  school. 

So I wrote her  a l i t t l e  note md asked her  t o  come and 

see me. She did. . '  She was then undecid.ed what t o  do. She 

d idn ' t  want t o  give up her  teaching, but she wanted t o  s t a r t  
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some way. She was thinking about opening an off ice.  

So I offered. her  a small s a l a r y  a n d  an of f ice ,  and. she 

accepted. And she worked f o r  me f o r  a year o r  so and 

then we became interested.  i n  each other.  I had grea t  

adn~ira t ionf o r  her .  We did. not want t h i s  personal i n t e r e s t  

t o  i n t e r f e r e  with our work, so she took a job i n  the 

D i s t r i c t  Attorney's off ice .  She was the  f i r s t  woman deputy 

D i s t r i c t  Attorney i n  the United S ta tes .  I found, i n  going 

over my papers yesterday, a l o t  of cl ippings about her and 

p ic tu res .  She worked f o r  D i s t r i c t  Attorney Xoolwine, 

hd a t  the same time, she wrote some very good law s t o r i e s  

t ha t  were published i n  the Sund.ay Times Nagazine, They were 

very clever.  

I remenber one time she was t o  make a speech. She was 

and i s  yet  a  very wi t t y  wonan, very sharp person, a  verbal  

car toonis t  -- she'd sa,y very s t a r t l i n g  things.  She was asked 

t o  make zm after-dinner speech Sefore some organization --
1 fo rge t  what t h a t  organization was. So she asked me i f  

I d i d n ' t  want t o  gc, with her .  She had made her speech ( i t  

was r e a l l y  very humorous), and. Jud.ge Cur t is  D. Wilbur 

presided. He was always a very good f r iend  of mine ever 

since about a year a .f ter  my s.dmission t o  p rac t ice  I tr ied.  

the Sig Bzrber murder case before him. That intr igued him 

very much. Sometimes Judge 1dilbur was jus t  a l i t t l e  blunt .  

He was so amused by Mrs. Campbell's (Miss Hibbenfs) t a l k  t ha t  

he look r i g h t  a t  me and sa id ,  " I f  I were a bachelor, I 

~roul6.n't l e t  t h a t  g i r l  ge t  away." 



Teaching Law 1908-1918. Injured i n  Elevator 
Accident 1914 

Then, a s  I say, I taught law from 1908 t o  1918 

i n  USC Law School. ( I  forgot t o  s t a t e  t h a t  a f t e r  my 

graduation i n  1907 i n  ord.er t o  support myself while waiting 

f o r  business I s t a r t e d  a quiz course f o r  the bar examina- 
. . 

t ion.  With the aid.  of M r .  Doherty .and. PIrs .  Canqbell t h i s  

was continued. f o r  a nuqber of years thereaf te r . )  I had 

the subjects  of t o r t s ,  damages, r e a l  property, and I 

supervised and. was presiding jud.ge of the  pract ice  court. 

I had, a  very heavy sched.ule. We had. three sect ions f o r  

almost every c lass .  A t  the begrming of World War I we 
. . 

had some 500 students.  I n  one sect ion,  we had 100 


stud.ents. The Law School was la rger  than i t  i s  now. 


They ha.d a night  course as well  as two sect ions  of the 


day course. I worked very hard. I had, my of f ice  about a 


block away and kept going back and for th .  A t  the same time, 


I b u i l t  up a pract ice .  I always have ha.d a general p ~ a c t i c e ,  


but a t  f i r s t ,  I had some publicized. crirninal cases. I got 


away from t h a t  as soon as I could. 


Theh, i n  1914, I was an e levator  accid.ent a.t  the 

law school, i n  the o l d .  Tajo Build.ing, F i r s t  and. Broadway. 

There were some 22 stud.ents i n  t h i s  big, old. elevator  cage, 

and. they very k i n d . 1 ~  mad.e room f o r  me. I got in ,  and jus t  

as soon as the e levator  operator closed the door both of 

the cables broke and.  we t rave l led  from the fourtlz f loor  t o  the  

basement. They were high-ceilinged f loors ,  so i t  was 

equivalent t o  a f a l l ,  I would say, of maybe seven s to r i e s .  



It just  smashed t h a t  cage a l l  t o  pieces, and there  were 

qu i te  a number of i n ju r i e s .  It happened t h a t  mine were 

the worst. Both of my f e e t  were p r a c t i c a l l y  crushed, 
. - . 

bones shat tered.  I was on crutches f o r  two years.  But 

as  soon as  I could g e t  around on crutches, I went back 

t o  teaching and back t o  my of f ice .  ' Even argued a case 
. . 

o r  two i n  the D i s t r i c t  Court of Appeal. But I ha.d t o  

use a cane f o r  a.bout ten years. I f i n a l l y  got so t ha t  

I could. balance myself f a i r l y  well  without it. 

I had. fortuna. tely one of the best  bone surgeons i n  
. . 

the world, D r .  Fred Albee, who In the f i r s t  World War was 

sent  t o  France t o  teach the surgeons bone surgery. In  

1915, a convention of the American Medical Association 

was held  i n  San Francisco, and D r .  Z l l i s  Jones, who was 

a famous orthoped.ist here,  induced D r .  Fred Albee t o  come 

dorm and do about a ha l f  dozen operations. Erne fo r -  

tunate ly  was one of them. 

I n  t h a t  case, Ca~mpbell vs. Brad.bury, they raised. a 

point  which d.gesnft seem t o  be d.oubtfu1 now but was new 

when Chief Jus t ice  Wilbur wrote the opinion. The property 

belonged t o  Simona Bradbu~y,  an incompetent. The question 

was whether a n  incompetent could be g u i l t y  of negligence. 

Their argument was th2.t i f  there was any l i a b i l i t y ,  it was 

the l i a b i l i t y  of the guardian. But the court  d.ecided the 

e s t a t e  was l i a b l e .  The judgment was not a large  jud.gment 

i n  terms of today, but a t  t h a t  time i t  was the second 

l a rges t  personal  i n j u r y  judgment ever had i n  the S t a t e  of 



Cal i fo rn ia .  It paid. me with i n t e r e s t  about $42,000. 

But I w o ~ l d n ' t  have had i t  happen f o r ,  $42,000,000, because 

even today I s u f f e r  pain i f  I walk any d.istance, I was 

represented by I*. E,  B. Drake, who was t he  foremost 

personal  i n ju ry  a t torney i n  Los Angeles a t  t h a t  time, and 

my junior  pa r tne r ,  Franls: P. Doherty. On the o ther  s ide  

was Joseph Sco t t  and, I th ink ,  1sad.ore Dockweiler. I ' m  

qu i t e  sure  t h a t  Dockweiler and. John Wott were i n  on the 

appeal and a l s o  the f i r m  of Gage and. Foley (Gage, the 

ex-Governor) . 
It was s t i p u l a t e d  t h z t  I had a  n e t  income of a t  l e a s t  

$10,000, which i n  terms of 1914 was not so bad because the 

compensation of professors  wa.s very meager. Most of them 

serving then were downto-wn la.wyers i n  a c t i ve  p rac t i ce  and 

they did it l a r g e l y  t o  he lp  the  school and, f o r  the  p r e s t i g e  
. . . . 

of being on the  facu l ty .  We had, as ide  from one o r  two 

of us  youngsters who t r i e d  t o  make up by hard work wha.t we 

lacked i n  e q e r i e n c e ,  eminent l eaders  of the  bar on the fac -

u l t y .  From t h a t  poin t  of view, i t  was a very f i n e  facu l ty .  

Entry I n t o  P o l i t i c s  -- A Progressive Republican 

I f i r s t  became in te res ted .  ir, p o l i t i c s  i n  Ca l i f o rn i a  

when I was a law stud.ent i n  Jud.ge Wa.ldo M. York's chambers. 

He f e l t  very  much d.isturbed by the absolute  cont ro l  t h a t  

the Southern Pac i f i c  ha.d i n  p o l i t i c s  a.t  tha.t time. The 

Southern P a c i f i c  d.ictated. every nomination f o r  the  bench, 

and. t he  Judge's a c t i v i t i e s  caused, the Southern P a c i f i c  t o  

prevent h i s  re-nomination, Every d.ogcatcher, every minor 



of f ice ,  every precinct  committeenan i n  Southern Cal i fornia  

had t o  be approved by Walter Parker, who was Tax Attorney 

f o r  the Southern Paci f ic .  Up north, i t  was W i l l i a m  F, Herrin, 

He was a Democrat. Parker was Republican, So they had. 

statewide control  of both p o l i t i c a l  pa r t i e s .  Jud.ge York 

went r igh t  ahead very q u i e t l y  d.iscussing these matters with 

other at torneys of l i k e  mind, and he got out a l i t t l e  

pamphlet which had my name on i t  as "Secretary" of an 

organization ca l led  "The Republican ~ l l i a n c e ,  " It was p r e t t y  

widely d i s t r ibu ted ,  

A s  I r e c a l l  i t ,  Judge York presided over a meeting i n  

Oakland of the Lincoln-Roosevelt Republican League, which 

was the organization meeting of the insurgent Republicans 

i n  California.  He to ld  me about i t ,  I can ' t  r e c a l l  the year 

but he was one of the  pioneers. I think perhaps he r isked 

as much as mybody i n  t h i s  movement. - A t  l e a s t ,  he r i sked h i s  

pla.ce on -the bench, which he would. have l i ked  t o  have 

retained.  It d idn ' t  &Tec't him f inanc ia l ly ,  because he . . was 

f a i r l y  well-to-do. He was a l so  a man everybody and.
\ .  

trusted.. 

Then, there was a Good Government 0rganiza.tion formed 

here local ly .  I took an act ive  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t ,  Here i s  

.an issue  of the Los Anaeles Tribune of Mond.ay', November 20, 

1911, i n  which George Alexander i s  running f o r  mayor, John 

W. Shenk, f o r  c i t y  at torney,  (now Associate Jus t ice  of the 

California Supreme Court).  

That was a s i t u a t i o n  which was in te res t ing .  The Good 



Government people 2ut  up "uncle ~ e o r ~ e "  TheAlexander. 

S o c i a l i s t s  had put u=, Job Harriman, and the regu la r s  ha.d 

put  up somebody e l s e .  Alexander, the  Good Government 

candidate ( t hey  ca l l ed  them " ~ o o - ~ o o s "  i n  those days) ,  and 

Harriman survived, the pr imar ies .  So the old guard, had t o  

ge t  behind Alexand.er, a l b e i t  they d.id it very r e luc t an t l y ,  

and he was e lec ted .  

Back Sefore t h a t ,  the  f i r s t  l o c a l  campaign t h a t  I 

took p a r t  i n ,  was a mayoralty campaign. Lee C. Gates, Chief 

Counsel f o r  T i t l e  Insurance and. Trust Company, was the  

reform candid.ate a.nd. a Pk. Earper -- I f o r g e t  h i s  f i r s t  nm-e --
of Xarper and Reynolds, an old, firm, and. a well-respected 

m n  a t  t h a t  tirne -- and D r .  Lindley were cand.id.a.tes. D r .  

Lind.ley was t he  old. gua.rd. Repu-blican, Lee C .  Gates was the 

reform Republican, i n smgen t  Republican and Harper was t he  

Democrat. 

The old guard were behind. D r .  Lind.ley, a very prominent 

m a n  and a very f i n e  But they became alarmed t h a t  

Lind.ley would. be d.efea.ted and Gates e lec ted .  So 2 d.ay 

or  two before the  e l e c t i o n ,  the word. went d . 0 ~  l i n ethe  

i n  the Republican organiza t ion  t o  vote  f o r  Harper, the 

Democrat, so a l l  of these  1oya.l old. gmrd Repub1ica.n~ took 

the dope and voted f o r  Harper i n  order%o de fea t  Gstes. 

And t h a t ' s  how Harper was e lec ted .  

You were asking about my e a r l y  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

and. I told.  you of the Republic an All iance,  which was organized 
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by Judge Waldo M. York when I :gas a s tudent  i n  h i s  

chambers. And of the municipal. campaign i n  which D r .  

Lindley, Lee C .  Gates and Harper were candidates ,  

I was ac t i ve  i n  t h a t  campaign. I n  f a c t ,  i n  a l l  of the 

campaigns of t h a t  period conducted by the  Good Government 

organiza.tio-n. 

I n  1910 I was Secre tary  of the Lincoln-Roosevelt 

3epublican League and i n  ch:?rge of organiza t ion  a f f a i r s  

i n  Los Angeles Bounty. I bel ieve  t h a t  our organizat ion 

e f f o r t s  i n  t h a t  ca-rpaign r e su l t ed  i n  a v i c t o r y  i n  Los 

Angeles county s u f f i c i e n t  t o  t u r n  the  s tatewide cont ro l  

of the  Republican Par ty  over t o  the  reform fo rces .  A t  

the campaign headquarters of the Lincoln-Roosevelt 

Republican League from bO t o  90 people were employed, 

I c i r cu l a t ed  over 60,000 p e t i t i o n s  f o r  more than  40 

d i f f e r e n t  c a d i d a t e s  i n  14 separa te  geographic subdivis ions,  

i n  the  space of t en  days. 

I n  1911 I was again ac t ive  i n  the  Alexander campaign 

f o r  mayor, i n  which John lisbenk became C i ty  Attorney. And 

I note i n  the i s sue  of the Tribune (November 20, 1911) i n  

a box under the head.ing " ~ 1 e x a n d . e ~  Ca.rnpaign Meetings This 

Week" t h a t  I was scheduled t o  make speeches a t  Cent ra l  Hall ,  

the o the r  speaker being Mayor Alexander, and a t  Alhambra 

Hall ,  845 South Figueroa S t r e e t ,  the o the r  spealrers being 

Mayor Alexander and Alvin J. Curry; and a t  a h a l l  on the 

corner of Adams S t r e e t  and Cen t ra l  Avenue, the o ther  speakers 

being Fred M. C .  Choate and Frank G. Ty re l l ,  



I n  1912, I was not  a. delegate  t o  the na t i ona l  

convention but I went back the re  with our delegat ion.  

I worked under 14r. Brundige, . l k .  Lissner  and I,$. Dickson, 

I was not i n  the f r o n t  l i n e .  They asked me t o  go back, so  I 

went with them. I remember one experience. I t o l d  

them t h a t  I would be glad t o  take notes  f o r  them o r  type 

anything t h z t  theywanted  and so  on. So t hey  were d r a f t i n g  

a very important statement,  and Brundige t o l d  W i l l i a m  Allen 

White, " Jus t  d i c t a t e  it  t o  Kemper, and h e ' l l  w r i t e  it on the  

typewriter." So he s t a r t e d  i n .  And he backed and f i l l e d  

and repeated,  and then he said., IrHere, l e t  me s i t  down. 

A newspa9errnan c m ' t  d i c t a t e  anything. He th inks  throw& 

h i s  f ingers ."  And he s a t  down znd x%~rote i t  r i g h t  cu t  

without any h e s i t a t i o n  whatever. 

I acconlpanied M r .  Emndige t o  s eve ra l  important 

conferences and roomed with Ben Heney, bro ther  of Francis  J. 

Kenesy, who I had. known wel l  f o r  s evera l  years. 

Af ter  t he  de fea t  of Roosevelt i n  the convention a 

meeting of h i s  fo l lowers  was ca l l ed  f o r  Sund.ag norning. 

The f e e l i n g  was ve ry  in tense .  Goverfior Johnson ca l led  the 

meeting t o  o rde r  and. was about t o  s t a t e  the purpose of the 

meeting when Jud.ge Ben Lindsay arose and ad.dresseci the 

chairman, s t a t i n g  q u i e t l y  and with suppressed emotion, "We 

should n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  lord.'^ Day. I th ink  

it  would be f i t t i n g  t o  open our proceed.ing with prayer.'? 

Governor Johnson hesi tated. ,  then looked out over the 



gather2ng and asked r a t h e r  f a l t e r i n g l y ,  " w i l l  --
someone -- volunteer?" Out stepped. a  colored man, 

a s  bla-ck a.s ebony, and. a.s soon as  I heard. h i s  marvelously 

r i c h  voice and. t h e  p e r f e c t  d.iction of h i s  f i r s t  words, 

I h a s t i l y  took out my notebook and. wrote i n  shorthand 

as much of i t  as  I could. It was one of the most eloquent 

prayers  I ever  heard. 

Ca l i f o rn i a  was very  s t rong f o r  Roosevelt, and i n  order  

t o  a i d  h i s  campaign the Progressive pa r t y  was formed i n  

Ca.lif orn ia ,  a f t e r  consid.erable d.ebate and some d i f fe rences  

of opinion axong our l eaders .  That p i c tu r e  i n  the Ex9ress 

taken January 3, 1912, shows Re. I was the f i r s t  one t o  

r e g i s t e r  a s  a  Progressive.  

(Reading) "Well-known a t to rney ,  member of the Progressive 

County Centra l  Committee, f i r s t  member of the pa r t y  t o  

r eg i s t e r . "  

The year  a f t e r  t h a t ,  1913, the re  was en organiza t ion  of 

Progressives susportin,-  t he  cand.idacy of John 3J. 6henk 

f o r  mayor. This is  the  Los Anpeles Daily Tribune of 

Saturday, May 31, 1913. A b ig  p i c tu r e .  Judge Schenk i s  

now Associate 3- sti ice of the Supreme Court and senior  i n  

poin t  of se rv ice .  He was then a young m a n  who had served, 

I th ink ,  th ree  years  a s  c i t y  at torney,  and was leading t h i s  

campaign t o  redeem the  c i t y  from the  cont ro l  of s p e c i a l  

i n t e r e s t s .  Orgarized the  Taxpayers' League. 

You look a l l  l i k e  very young men; must have been an 

organizat ion of young men. 

Well, p r e t t y  much, except t h a t  t h i s  man, Dickenson, was 



I Progress ive .  

In  1912 the  Ca. l i fornia  P rogres s ives  organized f o r  
. .i 

Theodore Roosevelt .  And i n  t h e  i s s u e  of t h e  Tribune of 

February 29, 1912, my photograph appears  among a group of 

I Progress ive  l e a d e r s  who f i g u r e d  i n  the  convention a t  San 

I 
ir 	 Francisco  t h e  prev ious  day. These photographs: Harley W. 

Brundige, managing ed. i tor  of t h e  Tribune; Chester  Rowell, 

who was then  e d i t o r  of t he  Fresno Republican; Meyer Lissner ,  

prominent Progress ive  l eade r ;  W i l l i s  I. Morrison, who became 

chairman of t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Accident Commission; and George 
1 

C.  Pardee,  	 a former Governor of  C a l i f o r n i ~ ;  A. J. Wallace,
i 

who became Lieutenant  Governor; a n d  Russ Avery, who became i a Super io r  Court judge. 


i l b :  Did you know Rowell we l l ?  


b m p b e l l :  oh, ve ry  wel l .  

l tcat  d i d  you t h i n k  of him? 

A wonderful m a n .  

What about Pard.ee? 

I d i d n ' t  know Pardee. Rowell, 

f i n e s t  minds t h a t  I e v e r  cane 

I have some p u b l i c a t i o n s  

I think,  ha.d one of the  

i n  con tac t  	w i t h .  

t h a t  I brought beck from t h e  

convention in Chicago, that were widely d i s t r i b u t e d  there .  

Some of them have t o  d.o w i t h  t h e  ques t ion  of the  a l l e  ged 

f r a u d s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of d e l e g a t e s  f o r  T a f t ,  and o t h e r s  

were reproduct ions  of speeches of va r ious  le aders ,  p a r t i -

c u l a r l y  Roosevelt .  



I n  1914 there had been a schism i n  the  south, 

a disagreement between E. T .  Ear l ,  who was the  owner 

of the only Progressive paper, and. Neyer Lissner,  who 

was one of the leaders  of the  Progressive movement and, 

I may say, took a g rea t  deal of the punishment and the 
r' 

woulds of b a t t l e .  He was the one most b i t t e r l y  attacked 

by opposition press  as  a  l i t t l e  Napoleon and. a l l  tha t  s o r t  

of thing. Lissner,  the lawyer, got along b e t t e r  with 

Johnson than Ear l ,  the c a p i t a l i s t ,  d.id.. Lissner kept i n  

very close touch with Johnson, and Johnson was g rea t ly  

impressed by Lissner ' s  loya l ty  and by h i s  views. E. T. Ea.rl 

was jus t  as  s incere  a  Progressive, but he was a  very wealthy 

m a n  of very dominating personali ty,  and h i s  personal i ty  

clashed very s t rongly  with t ha t  of Johnson, who was a l so  a 

person who did not l i k e  t o  be d ic ta ted  t o  or kicked around. 

So t h i s  cleavage resul ted  i n  a s i t ua t ion  i n  the south 

i n  which Lissner had very l i t t l e  support. Most of the 

Progressives i n  the south were frequently i r r i t a t e d  by 

Lissner ' s  assumption of authori ty,  and tne r e s u l t  was t h a t  

most of us s ided with Ea r l  because, f i r s t  of a l l ,  he was 

our only source of reaching the people and therefore meant 

more t o  us and, second.ly, he had. a degree of ind.ependence 

and an i n s t i n c t  t o  stand up f o r  the south t o  a ce r t a in  degree 

which we did .nt t  f e e l  t h a t  Lissner ha.d. Lissner  seemed only 

anxious t o  c a t e r  t o  Johnson. We a l l  had a g rea t  admiration 

f o r  H i r a m  Johnson. 

bTna.t were the issues  between the north and.  the south? 

http:second.ly


i 

ampbell: 	 Well, I th ink there  were no important i ssues  between 


the north and south except prejudice. H o s t  of us f e l t  


tha t  the n o r t h e r n ~ r s  considered Southern Cal i fornia  


a remote colony of inexperienced Johnny-come-lately 


amataurs and a l l  we were f i t  t o  do was t o  l i s t e n  t o  the 


wisdom of San Francisco and take orders. This may have 


been t rue  but, of course, we d.idnlt think s o .  


One issue  t h a t  cane up l a t e r  was the  quest ion of 

whom Johnson would appoint t o  f i l l  the vacancy l e f t  by 

Eshelmanls death i n  1916. Johnson and "the Northtt preferred 

Carnahan, who was a very f i n e  man. The r e s t  of us f e l t  

V i l l i m  D.  Stephens was a b e t t e r  vote-get ter  i n  the south. 

Ee hall been a. Congressltan, and held, been nayor of the c i t y ,  

and h i s  name was a household word -- everybody knew B i l l y  

Stephens. And so we f e l t  t h e t  he was the best  choice. 

We believed, having been i n  organization work a l l  those 

years, t h a t  our co l lec t ive  judgment was b e t t e r  than t h a t  of 

t b s e  who d l d n l t  know very much about the  south, and. t h a t  

while we a l l  had grea t  respect  f o r  Carnaban -- one of the 

f i n e s t  lawyers i n  the s t a t e  and a wonderful gentleman --
Bi l ly  Stephens had. a, way of ge t t ing  votes.  Tha.tls what we 

Icere i n t e r e s t ed  in .  A t  the same time, Stephens had, won h i s  

e lec t ion  a t  a c ruc i a l  time, 1910, and. back there i n  Congress 

gave a good account of himself. So we were f o r  Stephens. 

Of course, t h a t  caused a very sharp di f ference  of 

opinion. E a r l  went f o r  Stephens, and E a r l ' s  man Dickson 



was Stephens' secre tary  back i n  Washington. So r e l z t i ons  

became very much s t ra ined.  A t  the time of the campaign 

of 1914, under S. C. Graham, a prosperous oilman who'd been 

very act ive  i n  the Good Government Organization as chairman, 

we organized without Lissner. He wasn't even invited. t o  

the committee, and he d idn ' t  come t o  the headquarters. tie 

conducted the campaign. We worked very hard i n  t ha t  cam-

paign, t o o .  And, of course, because of Johnson's fee l ing  

tha t  Lissner  was a great  organizer and a g rea t  l i t t l e  general, 

he was almost panic s t r icken.  Re was very much de2ressed 

about the whole thing. He thought he was ce r t a in ly  going 

t o  lose Los Angeles county. Lissner  kept saying he was 

going t o  lose  Los Angeles county. 

(speaking about M r .  Lissner,  I fomd. 2 rough-drs f t  of 

a l e t t e r  which I apparently wrote about M r .  Lissner.  

I t ' s  not da.ted, but i t  was very e a r l y  i n  the game. I don' t  

even know t o  whom i t  was sent .  I t  may have been sent  t o  

Johnson. I was t ry ing t o  explain why FF. Lissner wasnl t 

c a r ~ y i n gh i s  associa tes  with him.) 

I was again campaign manager f o r  the county. We had. 

some a c t i v i t y  i n  2ract ica . l ly  every prec inc t  throughout the  

county. We managed the Governor1 s speaking tours and a l l  of 

tha t ,  but  he carr ied the p r inc ipa l  burden of the campaign. 

A very d.ramatic, fo rcefu l  and wonderful ora tor  he was. 

There was nothing e l s e  f o r  him t o  do;  he jus t  had t o  d o  the 

bes t  he could without Lissner.  



We began t o  ta.ke p o l l s  throughout  t h e  county 

(boxes w i t h  s l o t s  i n  them and l i t t l e  s l i p s ) .  D i s t r i c t  

At to rney  Fred.er icks ,  a. v e r y  popu la r  man of L inco ln i an  

physique,  was r u n i n g  a g a i n s t  Johnson. J u s t  a few days 

before  t he  e l e c t i o n ,  a  couple of s l i c k - l o o k i n g  men came i n  

and s a i d ,  "We'd l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  you p r i v z t e l y . "  So we 

went i n t o  my p r i v a t e  o f f i c e ,  a n d  t hey  cont inued,  "NOW, 

w e ' l l  l a y  our  ca.rd.s on t h e  t a b l e .  We won't r e v e a l  what you 

say  t o  us  u n l e s s  you want us to."  I s a i d . ,  " h ~ e l l ,  most 

eve ry th ing  1'11 s a y  t o  you, I ' v e  s a i d  ~ u b l i c l y . "  They s a i d ,  

"What i s  your r e a l  op in ion  a-bout how Los Angeles county i s  

going? We've ta lked.  t o  Mr. L i s s n e r ,  and he t e l l s  u s  

c o n f i d . e n t i a l l g  t h a t  he t h i n k s  you ' re  going t o  l o s e  t h e  

county. Ye have a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  zni l l lon d o 1 l a . r ~  up on t h i s  

e l e c t i o n ,  and i t ' s  a g a i n s t  Johnson." ''Well,'t I s a i d ,  

"I d o n f t  know any th ing  about o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  excep t  by 

r e p o r t  bu t  I an p r e t t y  s u r e  about  Los Angeles county. You 

can make up your o m  mind. I f11 show you the  p o l l s  ." 
life had arranged t o  have a  p r e t t y  w e l l  balanced c r o s s  s e c t i o n  

of t he  v o t e r s ,  a n d .  based on those  ?oils i t  a p l e a r e d  thz-t 

J ~ h n s o nwoxld c a r r y  t h e  county by j0,000 v o t e s .  They 

s tud i ed  i t  over  q u i t e  a  ~ ~ h i l e  "Weand f i n a l l y  s a i d ,  

c e r t a i n l y  a r e  i ndeb tee  t o  you." They were b i g  time g a ~ b l e r s .  

I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  "hedgedft -- p u t  an e q u a l  amount on t h e  

o t h e r  d ide  s o  t h e y  t i o u l d n f t  l o s e  any money. ble c a r r i e d  the  

county by 54,000 v o t e s .  Then, o f  course,  Johnson f e l t  

d i f f e r e n t l y  about  t h e  whole s i t u a t :  1 on. 



Attorney For The 1915-1919-.--..-Sta t e  Board. of Health, 

It was i n  the f a l l -  of the year 1914, just  a. l i t t l e  

a f t e r  the c  ampaign as a  matter of f ac t ,  t h a t  I had, an 

e levator  accident. Governor Johnson was very so l ic i tous  

about it. He f e l t  very kindly, and he asked me i f  he 
I n  1915 

could. d.o anything f o r  me./1 requested appointment as 

a t torney f o r  the S ta te  Board. of Health which would enable 

me t o  remain i n  Los Angeles. So he promptly appointed me 

and I was at torney fo? the S ta te  Board. of Health f o r  four  

years. I d idn ' t  know what I was ge t t ing  in to ,  or  perhaps 

I wouldnl t have taken the place, because Johnson p r a c t i -  

c a l l y  reorganized the e n t i r e  executive departnent of the 

s t a t e  government, and-he was s t i l l  i n  the process of 

reorganizat ion a t  t h a t  time. 

I n  the Board of Health he had b u f l t  up a very f ige  

group of s p e c i a l i s t s .  He drafted h l s  orm physician, D r .  

Ebpigh2, a  b r i l l i a n t  man of grea.t executive a b i l i t y ,  idlo '  

had no i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  t o  be Cha.irman of the Boa.rd., 

and he ha.d various s p e c i a l i s t s ;  one man was a. t t~bercu los i s  

s p e c i a l i s t ,  one a san i ta ry  engineer, and. so on d.om the l i ne .  

Outstanding Pure Food, and. Drug, Venereal Disease and other  

d.e?artments were organized. 

They had then been going ju s t  long enough t o  want t o  

rewrite almost a l l  the laws, and. t h i s  we d.id.. Then, they 

began t o  bear dola and. get r e s u l t s .  I prepared and su5- 

mitted. 351 wr i t t en  opinions. I saw Lionel Bro~m a  year or 

two a.go, who i s  now assigned. t o  t h a t  work from the Attorney 
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General's o f f ice .  He  said, ltYou've saved. me a l o t  of 

work. I s t i l l  r e f e r  t o  your wr i t t en  opinions, which 

we have f i l e d  and. ind.exed i n  our office." 

Almost every important s t a t u t e  was challenged. 

We had a law passed. tha t  f ee s  und.er the  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  

Act must be paid by the counties although these services  

were controlled, by the S ta te  Board of Xealth, as  a  s t a t e  

function. They mad.e the fees  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  and .  so 

f o r t h  payable out of the county t reasury ,  and immediately 

it was challenged by the County Counsel of Los Angeles 

County, i n  the case of Boss vs. Lewis. On the advice of 

the County Counsel, Lewis, the aud.itor, refused t o  

a.pprove the claim. I n  t h z t  case, the  court held. tha t  

the stz . te  has the power t o  make fund.s f o r  s t a t e  functions 

payable out of colmty t reasur ies .  

We had a, case i n  Sacramento county involving the 

val id- i ty  of tuberculosis  subsid.ies. That was challenged 

on the ground. t ha t  the s t a t e  had. no r i g h t  t o  make a g i f t  

of the fund.s, a  g i f t  t o  the county t o  sus t a in  the ward.s 

tha.t were d.evoted. t o  tuberculosis  pa t ien t s .  That case 

was Sacramento County vs.  Chambers. Cha.mbers, the 
-

State  Control ler ,  refused, t o  approve the cla.im and 

Sacranento Coun ty  sued. t o  recover t h i s  subsidy. Chambers 

was represented. by the Attorney General. I argued. the 

case and. wrote the 'orief f o r  Sacramento County. The 

D i s t r i c t  Court of Appeal upheld. the  v a l i d i t y  of the  ac t ,  



Jus t ice  Hart wri t ing the opinion, of some 16 pages. 

The Pure Food and Drug Act was a l so  challenged on 

the ground t h a t  we had no control  over packaged goods 

i n  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce. It involved egg noodles. The 

S ta te  Board of Health had condemned some imported egg 

noodles on the ground tha t  the re  wepent t enough eggs 

i n  the noodles. Theodore Bell ,  I think, represented 

the manufacturer, but the f ede ra l  court held t h a t  it came 

within s t a t e  j u r i sd i c t i on  as f a r  as  hea l th  w a s  concerned, 

t h a t  it had ceased t o  be i n  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce upon a r r i v a l .  

The venereal disease s t a t u t e  was also questioned. 

I advised the board (during the war) t ha t  i t  had a r i gh t  

under ce r t a in  circumstances t o  cause the a r r e s t  and quar- 

antine of p r o s t i t u t e s  who had venereal diseases.  That 

was questioned, and the court upheld the power oT quarantine, 

being within the scope of provisions Tor the quarantine of 

contagious diseases.  

We a l so  had cases involving the po l lu t ion  of drinking 

water and so on. It was very in t e r e s t i ng  work. 

Here's a l e t t e r  of appreciat ion from a l l  the members 

of the S ta te  Board of Health when I resigned i n  1919. 

D i d  you know John Francis Neylan when he was on the 

Board of Control? 

Yes. I knew him. I had got acquainted with him when 

he accompanied Johnson i n  h i s  f i r s t  campaign. 

Oh, you did. He was a repor te r  then, wasn't he? 

Vere you f r iends?  

Oh yes, and f o r  som years thereaf te r .  I have not seen 



Gilb: 

C a ~ p b e l l :  

Gilb: 

Ca~npbell: 

Gilb: 

Campbell: 

since I had a matter before the Board. of Regents of 

the University of Ca.lifornia about 10 or 12 years ago. 

What did. yo-u thinlc of Neylan i n  those e a r l y  days? Do 

you remember how he impressed you? 

I thought he was a very d y n ~ n i c  repor te r ,  Of course, 

i n  those d.ays I always thought of him i n  connection with 

report ing and the newspaper f i e l d .  And. as head. of the 

Board of Control, I thought he d.id an excel lent  job. 

I used t o  meet him off and on. La.ter he became a very 

prominent lawyer. I n  going over my correspondence, I see 

where I had wr i t t en  t o  John -- ad.d.ress ing him as "Dear 

Jack," i n  connection with the publicat ion of a, comrne~t 

upon a S ta te  Bar i ssue .  I sent h i n  something t h a t  I 

hoped he would, publish.  Ee was then running the Call .  

O f  course, he got t o  be a very i n f l u e n t i a l  man, representing 

Bearst as he did. 

P o l i t i c a l  Views -- Cal i fornia  Governors 

Were you an i s o l a t i o n i s t  along with Jolmson ( t h a t ' s  

kind of a s trong word.); did you share h i s  views a f t e r  he 

became Senator? 

No, I d idn ' t .  

Did you disagree with any of h i s  views while he was 

Governor? 

Well, no. I never had occasion t o  6,isagree with h i s  

administration. I thought i t  was very f i ne ,  although there 

were ce r t a in  things t h a t  he put more empha.sis on tha.n 

others ,  He was more acute on p o l i t i c a l  reform. He was 



not  a  r a d i c a l ,  of course. He was j u s t  anti-Southern 

Pac i f i c ,  and t h a t  was h i s  chief  concern, t o  keep govern- 

ment f r e e  from cont ro l .  Reforms l i k e  the  I n d u s t r i a l  

Accident Co-mission were th ings  t h a t  he embraced, I 

think,  a f t e r  being informed by o the r s  i n  the  Progressive 

movement. But a f t e r  he made up h i s  .mind, he was a v a l i a n t  

supporter  of such laws. For ins tance ,  as  I r e c a l l  the 

s to ry ,  when t h i s  a c t  was before him f o r  s ignature  they 

asked f o r  a hearing, and the  employers came up there  i n  

big numbers and made cons t i t u t i ona l  objec t ions  t o  the a c t .  

So he heard them, but they couldnl t dissuade him from 
1 

signing it. They couldn ' t  r e a l l y  demonstrate t o  hlm 
1' 

(he was a good lawyer) t h a t  there  was anything unconsti-  

t u t i o n a l  about i t ,  which was t h e i r  rnain po in t  of object ion.  

Gilb: You t h ink  he was a  good lawyer? 

!Campbell: I th ink  he bras but the re  bras only one occasion on which 
i 

I had a chm.ce t o  observe h i s  cons idera t ion  of a l e g a l  

problem. I represented the well-lmo1,.m- Colonel French i n  

an ext ra .d i t ion  proceeding brought on an indictment i n  

U t a h  based on the "payment" of a l a rge  h o t e l  b i l l  by two 

i 
$1,000 d r a f t s  which were refused payment by the drawees. 

The charge was "Obtaining property by f a l s e  pretenses.  tt 

It was admitted t h a t  French had made no represen ta t ion  

of any kind when he r eg i s t e r ed  wi th  a l a rge  pa r t y  a t  Hotel 

Utah. Governor Johnson refused ex t r ad i t i on ,  a  dec is ion  

which was confirmed by the Superior  Court i n  a  s im i l a r  

subsequent proceeding. 



Campbell: 

Gilb: 

Campbell: 

Gilb: 

Campbell: 

S i l b :  

Carcpbell: 

Gilb: 

Campbell: 

I th ink  Johnson was rega.rded. by the ba.r a s  an 

exce l l en t  la.wyer, a.t l e a s t  t h a t  seerced. t o  be the 

general  f e e l i n g  i n  Southern C ~ l i f o r n i a .  

Do you have any idea  why he stayed i n  o f f i c e  s3  

long a f t e r  he was e l e c t e d  t o  the  Senate? D i d .  he ha.ve any 

objec t ion  t o  Stephens1 tak ing  over?. Wha.t was h i s  motive? 

Well, i t  wolJld, jus t  be hearsay. I have heard. t h a t  

he did.. I th ink  T4r. Ed.riard. A .  Dickson could inform you. 

L e t t s  eee,  now, t o  surrma.rize: A l l  dur ing t h i s  per iod  

you were teaching a t  USC t o  sore degree; you were conducting 

your oTm p r i v a t e  law p r a c t i c e ;  you were running the 

Johnson campa,ign headquarters  down heye; that n u s t  have 

been the  pe r iod  you were cour t ing  your wife;  you bcught 

a ranch . . . 
No, I got  the  ranch l a t e r .  '23. 

O h ,  l a t e r  -- and. you must have been a l s o  ac t ive  i n  the 

bar  a.ssocia.tion, or d.id you join tha.t e a r l y ?  

I d.o not  remember but ' I becane a c t i v e  i n  the Los 

Angeles E a r  Associa t ion  about 1918. 

So you were lea,d.ing a. very busy l i f e .  D i d .  you keep 

up w i t h  your p o l i t i c s  i n  the  20ls?  

L e t ' s  see.  In  1916 I helped i n  the camgaign when we 

had Eugnes, a n d ,  t h a t  b i g  f i g h t  came on, the  Eughes-Johnson 

inc iden t .  But rie mad.e a vigorous campaign f o r  Hughes, 

a s  b e s t  we could.. A t  t h a t  time I was q u i t e  an admirer 

of Wilson, but  I ha.d, grown up with t h i s  group of Pro- 

gress ive  Republicans, and  I f e l t  t h a t  s o  f8.r a.s Ca. l i fornia  

was concerned. the re  was no r e a l  objec t  i n  becoming a 



5
p i l b :  

Campbell:4 

Democrat. So I s tayed w i t h  t h i s  group, and I d i d  s o  

u n t i l  1932, when I came out  w i t h  o t h e r  Progress ive  

Republicans suppor t ing  Roosevel t .  I a l s o  supported Olson. 

I admired Narren ve ry  much, bu t  I kept  w i t h  my crowd. 

I f e l t  t h a t  i t  wasnl t s o  much Warren ( I  wa.s f o r  Warren) b u t  

the  Republ icans  i n  Sacranento  running  th ings ,  s o  f a r  a s  

t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  concerned, were most of them s t and -  

p a t t e r s ,  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s .  So I d i d n ' t  f e e l  tha t  I 

should g e t  on t h a t  s i d e  of i t .  I ' m  n o t  comfortable w i t h  

a bunch of s t a n d p a t t e r s .  I would have been very  com-

f o r t a b l e  w i t h  Warren, bu t  he d i d n ' t  need me, I knew, 

because t h e r e  were enough p r o g r e s s i v e  v o t e r s  t o  keep 

iee-elect ing Warren. 

And I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b r i n g  myself t o  a s s o c i a t e  

p o l i t i c a l l y  w i t h  t h a t  o ld  guard crowd t h a t  I ' d  been 

a g a i n s t  f o r  s o  long.  F ine  f e l l o w s ,  bu t  s o  shopt - s igh ted  

t h a t  I wasn ' t  co-mfortable w i t h  them. 

We've s o r t  of run  ahead of our s t o r y .  I wanted t o  

ask about Richardsoh -- d i d  you have any a c t u a l  con tac t  

w i t h  him? D i d  you know Richardson? 

Oh, I knew h i m  v e r y  t r e l l .  He was w i t h  us a t  f i r s t  

when he became S t a t e  T reasu re r ,  and t h e n  he r a n  a g a i n s t  

Stephens and became j u s t  a thoroughgoing s t a n d p a t t e r .  

Of course  I was f o r  B i l l y  Stephens .  He was a  businessman 

type -- he wasn' t a s c h o l a r l y  type  of man. Bu-t he was a 

thoroughly hones t  man, a man of f i n e  i n s t i n c t s .  He 

wasn ' t  vridely known. You see  he wa.s t y p i c a l l y  a Southern 

C s l i f o r n i a  nan -- he never  wore t h e  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f f .  He tias more the  14id.dle West type, 

you know, which d i d n ' t  go so wel l  up north.  You see ,  

most of us a r e  from t h e  Plid.d.le West, and we show i t  i n  

some way or  o ther .  We have a s o r t  02 a naive look, I guess, 

and occasional ly use some word. t h a t  i s  more o r  l e s s  

provincia l .  No use t r y ing  t o  d.eny k t ,  we have c e r t a i n  

reveal ing  f ea tu r e s .  Down here we never no t i ce  i t  because 

the bulk of the people a re  Niddle Western people. They're 

town people, not  c i t y  people, and. t hey ' r e  no t  s o p h i e ~ i c a t e d  

people, except f ~ r  a-rid s o r t  of business.  Hol1,mood t h z t  

But I mean, t he r e1  s jus t  somethihg i n t r i n s i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

i n  the atmosphere of Los Angeles from the a-trrrosghere of 

Ssn Francisco. 

Stephens was an outstand.ing type of Southern Ca.lifornian. 

On the o ther  hand, take a man l i k e  Eshelman, o r  Carnahan 

and men of t h a t  type -- they were b r i l l i a n t  and.  ad.aptable 

and they  became q u i t e  p r o f i c i e n t  i n  the San Francisco and 

Northern Ca l i fo rn ia  th ink ing  and. d i a l e c t .  Of course, I 

always very much admired. B i l l y  Stephens. I d i d n ' t  th ink  

he was a g r ea t  i n t e l l e c t  o r  a shrewd. 1ead.er. He was jus t  

a s a l t  of the e a r t h  s o r t  of man t h a t  e verybody could. t r u s t  

and f e e l  sa fe  with. 

Friendship wi th  Arthur Brisbane 

Did you ever  meet Hearst?  

No, I never met Hearst. But, speaking of p o l i t i c s ,  

now we're g e t t i n g  i n t o  the th ings  tha.t count so  f a r  as the 

S t a t e  B z r  was concerned. And t h i s  background, I thihk, 

http:1ead.er


a l l  1ezd.s up t o  i t .  

I had, a r a t h e r  c l o s e  r e l a . t i o n  w i t h  t he  Examiner he re ,  

r a t h e r  s t r a n g e ,  too ,  i n  view of my p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  

A f t e r  I g o t  my ranch  ou t  a t  V i c t o r v i l l e ,  one of my 

neighbors  was Ar thur  Brisbane.  I n  my correspond.ence, I 

ha.ve l e t t e r s  and. te legrams  f rom Phoebe (h is  w i f e )  i n v i t i n g  

us t o  come over  t o  t h e i r  house. Our f a m i l i e s  v i s i t e d  

back and. f o r t h  becauzre -- w e l l ,  out  i n  t h a t  p a r t  of the  

country ,  w i t h i n  twenty m i l e s  you ' re  consid.ered c l o s e  

neighbors .  H i s  boy, Seward., who was a-bout 15 yea r s  of age, 

used. t o  come w i t h  Mrs. Br i sbane ' s  cousin ,  M r .  Hod.ge, down 

t o  my ranch t o  hunt .  Out on the  mesa where they  l ived. ,  

they  d i d n ' t  ha.ve milch hunt ing .  But d.orm on t h e  r i v e r  

bottom, on my ranch ,  t h e r e  was p r e t t y  good hunt ing .  
. . 

Seward. was k ind  of a nervous,  qu ick-on- the- t r igger  boy. 

Every time he r a i s e d  h i s  gun everybody f e l l  f l a t  on the  

mound. Re p u t  an  eye out  of  one of my cows and. k i l l e d  
0 


a ne ighbor t s b u l l ,  a c c i d e n t a l l y (  of course ,  t h e y  mad.e i t  

good),  bu t  he g o t  t o  be a ve ry  good. sho t .  He would shoot  

a t  a.nythinf; t h a t  moved.. He was a n i c e  boy. We a.11 go t  t o  

be  ve ry  f r i e n d l y .  

A s  a r n a t t e r  of f z c t ,  I f o r g e t  t h e  year ,  bu t  PIr. 

Brisbane was i n v i t e d .  by the  P re s iden t  o f  Mexico t o  come 
. . 

d o ~ m  t h e r e .  You see ,  he wrote a column f o r  the  Hears t  

papers  f o r  which he g o t  $250,000 a ye2r. And. i n  a d & . t i o n  

t o  t h a t  he had a r e l e a s e  t o  2000 weekly papers  f o r  which 

he got  add.i t iona.1 pay. He and. Mrs. Hears t  had. been c o l l e g e  



buddies when they were young, and they were very fond, 

of each other. He was a  very a.ble, b r i l l i a n t  man, no 

question a.bout tha t .  They were d i f f e r en t ,  but they 

admired each other  very much. Hearst would get  bargains 

i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  and. turn  them over. t o  Brisbane, so he had. 

a l o t  of New York r e a l  e s t a t e  t h a t  was prof i t ab le  t o  him. 

He bought t h i s  5000 acre ranch out there on the d.esert 

under the irapression t h a t  the aqueduct would. come through 

there.  He b u i l t  a  pla.in, long, rambling ranch house, and 

the family came out and stayed, I think, a couple of years. 

The child.ren were youngsters. The Chief would. stop there 

and.  l e t  lb. Brisba.ne off .  

He inv i ted  me t o  go with them on t h i s  Mexican t r i p .  

The par ty  consisted. of a  man who had. been h i s  secreta.ry 

f o r  qu i te  a  while, t o  whom he d.icta.ted. the column, and the 

c ~ u s i n ,M r .  Hodee, and a. b.d.y who was a. profession.al nurse, 

Seward., M r .  Brisbane and. myself. I got on the t r a i n  kiith 

the secreta.ry a t  Los':Ane;eles, and YY.. Srisbane got on a.t 

Colton w i t h  the others .  I had bought from Pete P e t e r s ~ n  

a t  Bullock's a r i f l e  with a  te lescopic  s igh t .  I was no 

sportsman, but I had, t o  be properly equipped. fo r  t h i s  

hunting t r i p .  Seward. spotted. t h i s  r i f l e ,  and. he began 

t o  t e l l  h i s  f a the r  about i t .  I think he knew nore about i t  

than Pete Peterson and. f a r  more than I knew. His fa ther  

kept in te r rup t ing  him, "Do you want one, son? We'll wire 

back and.  have i t  sent  out. If you want one, we ' l l  get  one. 1' 



But Seward f i n a . l l y  expla-ined t o  h i s  fa . the r ,  "You see ,  

f a t h e r ,  I have used mly own r i f l e  a. long  t ime and i t  would 

t ake  m a l i t t l e  whi le  t o  g e t  used  t o  a new one, so  I ' d  

b e t t e r  shoot  w i t h  my old one ." Well,  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  

w a s  good f o r  two- th i rds  of a colu,?m. Th i s  "rancher-lawyer,"  

mezning me, had a  marvelous r i f l e  tha.t  riould k i l l  a g o a t  

a thousand yards  on t h e  l e v e l  o r  two mi l e s  and a half 

away by an  e leva ted .  p r o j e c t o r y ,  i f  t h e  gun were aimed 

p r o p e r l y  and, s o  on. 

He would. p i c k  up a.ny i t e m  which was unique and magnify 

i t  i n t o  a. f a s c i n a t i n g  a r t i c l e .  One time when he was a t  t h e  

house he was muck: ixpressed.  w i t h  some heavy f u r n i t u r e  made 

out  of P h i l i p p i n e  mahogany. He tias bu i ld . ing  a farmhouse 

i n  New Je r sey .  "Phoebe, I t  he s a i d ,  "Look a t  th is .  Isr,'t 

i t  n i c e ?  We should hzve th i s  f o r  our f armhous e .  Iv3ere d . id .  

you g e t  t h i s ?  We ' l l  go t h e r e  and. o r d e r  some." He d i d ,  

and he had, i t  shipped. tn rough  t h e  Panama Canal  by boa t  a l l  

t he  way. And he ea.rned, a  subs t a .n t i a1  p a r t  of the  g r i c e  

of  i t  by t h e  space  t h a t  h is  a r t i c l e  about i t  occupied. i n  

h i s  col~unn. It sras t h e  p r e t e x t  f o r  a l ong  d . iscourse  on t r a n s -

p o r t a t i o n .  "It c o s t  nlore t o  s h i p  tha. t  f u r n i t u r e  from the  

f a c t o r y  t o  San Pedro t han  it  d i d  t o  t r a n s g o r t  it from S a n  

Pedro around t o  New J e r s e y .  I t  

The Mexican gove rn i en t  and .  t he  Soutnern  P a c i f i c  f u r -  

nished. two p r i v a t e  c u s  and, two of t h e  b e s t  che f s  on t h e  

road.  We go t  o f f  a t  H e r ~ o s i l l o ,  Sonora, and t h e  mayor 
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furnished u-s t rucks ,  hunters ,  bushbeaters and so  on, t o  

be sure t h a t  Seward. would ge t  some good. shooting. They 

soon di  scovered, th3.t Sewa.rd. was a  b e t t e r  shot  than these 

marksmen they sen t  along. These fellows got  so  they 

wouldnl t wait f o r  Seward, t o  ge t  the f i r s t  shot  because 

otherwise they'd. never shoot angthimg. I stood. the 

ldiexican r ed  pepper a s  long a s  I could. ( I ' v e  a r a t h e r  

d.el icate  stomach) but I soon had. t o  take the t r a i n  and 

c3me home. plr. Brisba.ne went on d.own t o  Mexico City t o  

make the b ig  speeches and wr i t e  h i s  a r t i c l e s  about 

12exico. This was a f t e r  the f i r s t  World \iar. 

I jus t  hap3ened. t o  p ick  u;3 here my f i l e  of Brisbane 's  

colimn, I1Tod.ay." Q u i t e  a  n ~ m b e r  of them mention my ranch. 

This one says,  tt This so-ca l le6  d.esert i s  wonderful country. 

You should, see the s ix thousand acre ranch two miles west 

of here,  01-med by Cmpbe l l  and Sorenson, Los Angeles 

lawyers. From a. dszen a r t e s i a n  wells ,  water rushes f o r t h  

n igh t  andbag, 25,000 gal lons  a  minute without pumping. I 
Pyld where water r e fu se s  t o  come up of i t s e l f  a.n e l e c t r i c  

pwnp brings i t  q,each minute t e n  thoasand gal lons .  11 

That ' s  t ~ i c a lof the t.\ings he I-mote. 

You were i n  h i s  col~1~nnsevera l  times? 

I was i n  h i s  colc~xna. number of times, yes, That 

ind.ica.tes the  close friend.ship be tween us and, when 

I was President  of the  Bar Associa.tion he was Irind. enough 

t o  come t o  one of our meetings 2nd make a t a l k .  

http:Sewa.rd
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Further  Conta.ct With The Examiner 

: 

Well, get t l.ng ba.ck l;o the Examiner. I have t o l d .  you 

about M r .  Brisbane. I had, ohe or two  other contacts .  

I h e w  George Young, who was the Managing Editor ,  very 

well,  The Examiner go t  i n t o  a controversy with Bullock's.  

I d.ontt  know the basis  of i t  -- whether it was fa. i lure 

$0 give the Examiner i t s  share of the adver t is ing or what 

i t  was -- but they were a t  s w o r d . ' ~points .  So, the Examiner 

found out th2.t Bullock's had a permit from the c i t y  t o  

bul ld  over S t .  Vincent 's Place, which was r e a l l y  a  public 

thoroug!lrare. I f  you know Bullockts ,  between the west p a r t  

of the  bui ld ing a.ncl. the ea.st p a r t  of' the bullding on Seventh 

s t r e e t  there  i s  a d.ead. end a l l e y  or ''place1' t h a t  dates back 

t o  a long time ago. That was a  p a r t  of the old S t .  Vincent 's 

College s i t e ,  and was an a rea  dedicated. t o  public use. 

It was i n  f a c t  a s t r e e t .  So they got a permit from the c i t y  

allowing them t o  build o r  l'brid.gel' over it several  s t o r i e s  

high. The Examiner thought tha.t was ?robably a  good. place 

t o  s t a r t  an invest igat ion,  because t h a t  was a  very valuable 

e r r n i t  f o r  which the ciky had received. nothing from 

Bullockts.  

The City Attorney ha.d. ad.vised the City Council that  

while the c i t y  had a r i g h t  t o  grant  a l icense ,  i t  d idn ' t  have 

anything t o  r en t .  They could. forego the r i g h t  t o  prevent 

a t respass ,  s o  t o  speak, but they had. no r i g h t  t o  r en t ;  they 

could. jus t  give a  permit. 

It s o  ha-ppened. t h a t  I ha.d. i n  my Real Property c l a s s  



M r .  Solrolow, who was secreta.ry of the Examiner. The 

r e s u l t  was t ha t  through a taxpayers organiza.tion, which 

was financed i n  the main by D r .  John R. Haynes (but  I 

think i n  t h i s  instance :;ig f ee  was taken care of by the Examine?) 

I was asked t o  advise them as  t o  whether or  not the c i t y  

co1.1ld charge f o r  t ha t  p r iv i lege .  I made an extensive 

research and came up with the opinion t h a t  the  c i t y  had the  

power t o  charge f o r  i t .  Then, of course, the Examiner jus t  

went t o  town, on the s t reng th  of my opinion, t h a t  the c i t y  

was d onat icg  some thing of g rea t  value t~Bullock1 s  . 
Jess  Stephens was then City Attorney. He eventual ly 

became a Superior Court judge and recen t ly  passed. away. 

He was a. ymnger brother  of Albert Lee S t ephen~now on 

the Circui t  Court of A ~ p e a l s .  He submitted. a  copy of my 

br ief  t o  a l l  h i s  topnotch deputies and. they a l l  agreed with 

me. So Jess  Stephens had. the honesty and professional  

i n t e g r i t y  t o  d. i rect  a  comrmnication t o  the Ci ty  Courrcil 

withdrawing h i s  former opinion s t a t i n g  t h a t  he was i n  e r ror .  

The r e s u l t  was the Bullockls  was corn~elledt o  pay the c i t y  

$30,000 a year a.s r en t a l .  So, a.s I say, I came to  know the 

head men of the Examiner p r e t t y  well  and. they were very 

f r i end ly  t o  me. 

Then came the cand.id.acy of C .  C .  Young, who had. 

presided. over the 1egisla . ture f o r  nany years. He had. s t a r t e d  

i n  as  a teacher i n  Szn Francisco, and  he was anything but 

a  hail-fellow-well-met. He was a clean, honest, scho las t i c  

type of man, and. he never could remember anybody's nane! 



Campbell: 

Lead.er I n  Los Angeles Bar Association 1920 and After  

Going back and. f i l . l i n g  i n  the background. of my 

rela.t ionship t o  Governor Young, I began my a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

the Los Angeles Bar Association I think about 1918 o r  

perhaps a l i t t l e  before. The Ba.r Association was more o r  

l e s s  quiescent,  had. about 500 members, and held, as  I r e c a l l  

i t ,  two formal meetings a year, a t  ,which the Suprenie Court 

was en te r ta ined  ( i f  I can use t h a t  word!). The t ru s t ee s  

were a l l  eminent memSers or" the bar, and they held t h e i r  

meetings a t  the Cal i fornia  Club. A new generation of 

young lawyers had come on the scene, and these young lawyers 

were anxious t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  bar a f f a i r s  a n d t o  i n i t i a t e  

reforms t h a t  they thought should be made. We secured 

permission t o  conduct membership drive which I directed.  'de 

increased the membership from 500 t o  1100, about one-third 

of the lawyers i n  the  county. lie put up four cand.idates f o r  

e lec t ion  t o  the Board of Trustees.  These e l ec t ions  were 

held i n  open meeting. Enough of the adherents of the 

reform group showed up a t  the meeting t o  e l e c t  then. I 

was one of them. 

Tdhile on the subject  of rflem'oerskip campaigns, I might 

say I th ink it was i n  1925 I conducted another membership 

d ~ i v e  and increased the membership f r o m  1100 t o  1700. When 

I was President of the  Association, I conducted a t h i r d  

membership dr ive  and increased the membership from 1700 t o  

2600, i n  1927. I don't  th ink the membership today i s  much 

i n  excess of t h a t  number, which was then two-thirds of the 



members of the bar .  According t o  our canvass a t  the time, 

the r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  the S t a t e  B a r  wa.s approximately 4000, 

8f course, we invi ted.  211 of the xernbers of' the ba.r to  

join us ,  

I n  1920 I was a l so  ac t ive  i n  what we called.  the 

Movement For Be t t e r  Judges. There were four jud.ges who 

were disap2roved. by the b a r .  We had a meeting of some of 

the younger rnerflbers of the bar ,  niembers who a re  now leaders  

of the  bar ,  and. they took a b a l l o t  on  the qua l i f i c a t i ons  of 

the judges who were running f o r  r e -e lec t ion .  La.ter, we 

ca l l ed  a l a r g e r  meeting of r epresen ta t ive  lawyers, mostJg 

young lawyers, however, and the r e s u l t  was j u s t  the same. 

Then we zppsared before the Board. of Trustees of the 

Bar Associat ion and. persuaded. the Board t o  t ake  a 

p lebesc i t e  of a l l  the lawyers of the county with respect  

t o  the qua . l i f i ca t ion  of jud.ges. The r e s x l t  was the same, 

the d.isapprova1 of the sane four  jud.ges. So on t na t  bas i s ,  

some of us s t a r t ed .  what we ca l l ed  a. PIovenlent For Ee t t e r  

Jud.ges. Some of then who s ta r t ed  out boldly f  ad.ed a.r.ray 

und.er jud.icia1 pressure  o r  f e a r  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n .  3ut  we 

c i r cu l a r i z ed  verg wid.ely t e l l r n g  exac t ly  why we were 

op2osing these  judges, and ,  we defea.ted. t w o  o f  them, and 

e l ec t ed  i n  t h e i r  stead, the Public  Defend.er and. a former 

Ci ty  Attorney. I ' m  not  so sure tna.t we g r e a t l y  improved. 

the bench, except i n  one respec t .  From t h a t  time on, 

la,wyers -- young 1a.wyers and a l l  1a.wyers -- were t r e a t e d  

with proper respect  by judges, which wasnl t t rue  before. 



That s one of the th ings  we complained. a.bout. I n  

the  t r i a l  o f  cases,  they  were overbearing and sometimes 

when young lawyers were t r y ing  cases c e r t a i n  o f  the  judges 

would. embarrass them before t h e i r  c l i e n t s .  They werent t 

3.t a l l  consid.erate.  Even wi th  o lde r  lawyers they were 

d.omina.ting and. t o  our way of th inking not conducting them- 

se lves  as judges should. Af ter  a l l ,  lawyers are  o f f i c e r s  

of the cour t ,  and they a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e spec t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

when they  a re  g iv ing  due respec t  t o  the  couiA. That was 

i n  1920. 

Wnen Stephens was Governor, the l e g i s l a t u r e  increased 

our bench by t h r ee .  This gave us some re l i e f ' .  Our cour t s  

vere f a r  behind. I had a t a l k  w i t h  t h e  Gove~nor,  and he 

s a id  he ~.rou.ld welcorfle a. p l ebe sc i t e  of the ba r  i n  respect  

t o  nominations f o r  the bench. He had those t h r ee  a.ppoint- 

rcents t o  make. So we 2ersuaded the Soard of Trustees  of 

Los Angeles B a r  Association t o  toke t h i s  p l ebesc i t e ,  end 

the one who topped t5e l i s t  w a s  Hart ley Sha.w, who i s  today 

one of our f i n e s t  judges. He was not  a.ppointed a t  t ha t  

t h e ,  however, because the Governor ha,d a few days before 

the p l ebesc i t e  ap2ointedhi.s f a t h e r  a s  Chief J u s t i c e  so he t 
thought i t  would be too much ShaVr and held  wai t  f o r  a.-;lother 

opportunity t o  a.ppoint Hzrt ley.  Another was Edvrin F. Iiahn 

of Pasadena, one of the le aders  of the ba r ,  who was a 

conservative Republican. Another was Vic tor  McLuca,s of 

Santa. Monica, >rho wa.s ~ r o f e s s o r  of law f o r  many years and a 

Progressive Republican. The o the r  one wzs T .  C. Tolla.nd, 

who was a t to rney  f o r  the Union C i l  Bornpang, a. conservative 
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Democrat. The Governor paid no a t t e n t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c s  

mcl appointed. a l l  t h r e e  of those who topped the  l i s t ,  

with the  exception of Shaw, who was not  a.ppointed f o r  the 

reason I s t z t e d .  Of course, the members of the  b a r  were 

s r e a t l y  g r a t i f i e d .  by i t  because they d. id .  i n  tha.t  way succeed 

Tn having elevated. t o  the bench th ree  of the f i n e s t  1a.wyers 

i n  the county. A l l  of them served with d . i s t lnc t ion .  

I n  1921-22, I conducted. a campaign f o r  a reform School 

Board. I received t h i s  l e t t e r  from Edgerton Shore, gram-

inen t  r e d  e s t a t e  and o i l  Ran, who was one of the success fu l  

ca.nd.id.ates, i n  ~ r h i c h  he, of course,  was very g r a t e f u l  and 

said. a l o t  02 extravagant  thirigs. 

I was i n t e r e s t e d i n  t h i s  f i g h t  through my old. f r iend. ,  

Judge ,.Yor!c. He had been i n  our progressive group, and. a f t e r  

he wa.s r e t i r ed .  from the  bench, he served as  a memberof the 

Board .  of Education f o r  a lnng time. When he got  t i r e d  ~f i t  

h i s  daughter,  J e s s i e ,  became a csndid.ate, and. she was 

elected.  and served. I was a l s o  in teres ted .  because I was 

f o r  a while counsel f o r  the - t eachers1  assoc ia t ion  2nd. they 

wanted, h igher  s a l a r i e s  zinc'. b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e i r  tenure .  

So we had.  t o  proceed t o  e l e c t  a boa.rd.. 

I n  1921; Mrs. Campbell and. I joined Jud.ge and  Prs .  H a h n  

i n  a t r i p  t o  Lond.on t o  attend. the proceed.ings given by the 

English B a r  i n  honor of the Arnerican Eer. I $Jas orie of 25  

of the 3500 A m e r i c a  lzwgers pe r sona l ly  presented t o  the 

Lord Magor of London an6 had. the honer of a long t a l k  with 
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Lord. Beaverbrook a t  h i s  apar tment .  He i n v i t e d  Mrs. 
., . . 

Campbell and. ne t o  scend, t he  week-end. 8 . t  h i s  count ry  

home. 

We a l s o  ma.d.e 3. s tudy  of the  ad.ministra. t ion of j u s t i c e  

i n  England. Xeports  of t h e s e  and o t h e r  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  

fu rn i shed .  background. f o r  more e f f e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  

i n  beha l f  of t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  eli if o r n i a  3a.r. 

1925 and 1926 were v e r y  busy yea r s .  I n  t h e s e  years  

I was J u n i o r  and Senior  Vice P r e s i d e n t  of Los Angeles Ba.r 

Assoc i a t i on  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  1925 I condu-cted a campaign 

i n c r e a s i n g  the  membership from 1190 t o  1700 and i n  both 

t hese  yea r s  devoted rflucii time t o  t h e  var ious  a c t i v i t i e s  of 

Los Angeles B a r  Assoc ia t ion ,  the C a l i f o r n i a  BEP Assoc ia t ion ,  

( s t a t e  Bar b i l l  snd :uernbership d r i v e ) ,  2nd the Ainerican Bar 

Assoc i a t i on  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  my work f o r  Governor Young. 

Backed C .  C .  Young For  Governor 

Now t h i s  paper  here  i n  the  f i l e  i s  a. psge of the  

Scnday Examiner August 29, 1926, which r e f e r s  t o  the  can-

didacy of Young. While my e f f o r t s  f o r  the s:lpport of t he  

Exa.miner mag n o t  have been t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  i l i f luence i n  

the  m a t t e r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h s t  t h e  Governor thought so. 

M r .  Young had. come t o  my off ' ice ,  end, a s  a. r e s u l t  of th2.t 

v i s i t  I amnged a conference w i t h  t he  Ed. i tor  and t h e  Manager 

of the  Examiner. The r e s u l t  OF t h i s  conference was the  

support  of t he  Examiner, s o m e t h l n ~  r:-hich M r .  Young had. 

t h e r e t o f o r e  been unable t o  a c c o ~ p l i s h .  As t h i s  a . r t i c l e  



ind.ica.tes, they published i n  a conspicuous p lace  ( a  box, 

as  they c a l l  i t  i n  newspaper language) a staterrent headed 

"Eight Republican Le aders Ra,ck Young And. C l  arlre . Following 

statement on behalf of C .  C .  Young, cand.id.ate f o r  Governor, 

and Judge Robert M. Clarke, cand.id.ate f o r  United. Sta,tes 

Senator,  was i ssued yesterday by the undersigned represen-

t a t i g e  Republicans." Then follows the statement signed by 

Frank P. F l i n t ,  who was formerly United S t a t e s  Senator; 

Joseph Sco t t ;  W. B. Matthews, who was a t to rney  f o r  the water 

and power board; H. L. Carnzhan, who was one of the lesders  

of the ba r  and Commissioner of Corporations f o r  many years; 

George E. Cryer, who a t  one time w a s  mayor of the c i t y ;  

Kemper Campbell; W. J. Carr,  who was S t a t e  Senator;  and 

D r .  Job R .  Haynes, who was an old- t ine  Progressive leader .  

I was ac t i ve ,  of course, in the cmpign.  Active as  I could 

be, considering other  demmds on my time, I did fiy share 

along with o the rs  i n  a i z ing  him and g e t t i n g  support f o r  him. 

W i l l i a m  J. Carr,  who was subsequently appointed t o  the 

Railroad Comrfiission, was one of the nos t ac t i ve  s u p ~ o r t e r s  

of Governor Young. C z r r  had been i n  the Senate when the 

Governor was i n  the Assembly, and they were old -time f r i ends .  

Carr l n t e r  supported the S t a t e  Bar b i l l .  

Here's a l e t t e r  from C a r r ,  I4ay 25, 1925: "A very 

important meeting w i l l  be held a t  the  Young For Governor 

headquqrters.. ." Carr  was primari ly a po l i cy  man. Qu ie t  

s o r t  of person but he was able t o  g e t  the support of 

d i f f e r e n t  people. Everybody g rea t l y  respected B i l l y  Carr.  
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Gilb: 
! 

Canpbell: 

I 

We a l l  l i ked  t o  work with h i m ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  he had the  

absolute  ccnfidence of Young, and s o  we j u s t  n a t u r a l l y  worked 

with Carr because he r e d l y  represented Young. 

Then i n  1926 I went back t o  the American Bar Associat ion 

neet ing and i n  t h i s  paper here,  The Independent, i s  a para-

graph saying "Kernper B. Canpbell w i l l  give tonight  a t  the 

Bar Associa t ion  banquet, Hotel  Alexandria, echoes of the 

American Bar Associat ion convention. Thomas C .  Ridgeway 

w i l l  give echoes from the S t a t e  Bar Association t h a t  met i n  

Yosemite." I had then been q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  the American 

Bar Associat ion,  devotlng q u i t e  a l i t t l e  t2me t o  i t ,  and 

became Vice Pres ident  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a  of t h a t  o rganiza t ion ,  

serving f o r  two years .  I have here voluminous f i l e s  per -  

t a i n i n g  t o  the work of the  committees on procedure by 

r u l e  of court  and Sar  c rganiza t ion  of which I was a member. 

I n  your opinion what were the var ious f o r c e s  c o n f l i c t i n g  

a t  the t i n e  of the  Young candidacy f o r  nomination? 

You mean p o l i t i c a l ?  The same a s  they are today. It was 

a con tes t  between the c m s e r v a t i v e ~a n d  t h e  more l i b e r a l -

minded Republicans. The Young t:y-pe of Republican was p r e t t y  

much the Warren type of Republican; the o ld  guard Re2ublicans 

d i d n ' t  l i k e  Warren but they had t o  take him because he was so 

s t rong with the v o t e r s ,  and he stood on h i s  own f e e t  and was 

independent. It was the same cleavage you have today i n  both 

p a r t i e s .  Young had some a,p,?eal t o  our lawyer group a s i d e  

from p o l i t i c s  because we had f a i l e d  under Richardson who was 

very xuch opposed t o  the S t a t e  B a r  Act and wa.s almost 



i n s u l t i n g  about i t .  We had c3nducted. a long, hard 

campaign i n  1924 and 1925 f o r  the  S t a t e  BEP Act and 

succeeded i n  ha.ving the  a c t  passed by the l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Governor Richardson vetoed i t .  

Eichard.son al 'so was qpposed t o  ra . is ing the s a l a r i e s  

of jud.ges. I went ug with a committee of o lde r  members of 

the bar .  John Matt, who was one of our f i n e s t  labryers and 

was of the old, school p o l i t i c a l l y ,  made the  t a lk .  I fo rge t  

the names of the o the r s  %rho were the re .  They were d i s t i n -

guished men, a l l  of them. The Governor ha . rd .1~  heard. him 

through, and. h i s  repark was: "Oh, h e l l .  I f  you'd reduce the 

s a l a r i e s  from $7000 t o  $5000 the re  wouldn't a damn one 

of them 

Here i s  a 1926 l e t t e r  from Charles A. Shu r t l e f f ,  who 

was p res iden t  of the Ca.lil"ornia. Bar Associa . t im.  I n  t h e t  

connection, it was d.ecided. t h a t  instead. of going i n t o  another 

campaign f o r  the S t a t e  B a r  with a break Ca l i fo rn ia  Bar Associa- 

t i o n  we'd. devote a. l o t  of time t o  buildLng i t  up numerically 

and.  g e t t i n g  t h e  support of the organized bar.  So I was asked. 

t h a t  campaign f o r  mernbershi, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the 

~ 3 2 t hwhere most of the lawyers were. And. it r e su l t ed  i n  a 

very warm f r i endsh ip  with Charles A. Shu r t l e f f ,  who was 

Presid.ent of the S t z t e  Bar. 

Here 's  anotlier l e t t e r  from Shur t l e f f  a.sking me t o  be a 

nenber of  the d.d.itoria1 committee of the Ca l i fo rn ia  Bar 

Associat ion along wi th  Ifebb and Tom Robinsan and Hugh H. 

Brown and. Charles A.  Beard.sley. 



In connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  rnembershii3 canpe.ign, i t  seems 

t h a t  the  l e t t e r  I s e n t  out  prod.uced s e v e r a l  hundred. new 

mern'cers, and the  l e t t e r  tha. t  was s en t  ou t  from Sen Frs.ncisco 

produced. l e s s  than  130. Sc t o  s t i r  them up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  

they go t  out  a. l e t t e r  u s ing  t h e  r e s u l t  of my l e t t e r  down 

here t o  s o r t  c f  make the n o r t h e r n  lawyers a l i t t l e  ashamed 

3f themselves s o  t h e y  r.rould. j o i n ,  because of t h e  compet i t ive  

f e e l i n g  between the  two end.s of the  s t r t e .  

Do you t h i n k  the  oppos i t i on  of t he  t r u s t  companies and 

t h e  bmlrs t o  the  S t a t e  Bar Act playec! sng pa. r t  i n  t h e  1926 

e l e c t i o n ?  

Campbell: Y e s ,  1 t h i n k  so .  They were a t  t h a t  t i n e  very  nuch 

slzrxec ' .  

G l l ' o :  3 i d  ~ O L Ita.1l.r with any of t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t s . t i v e s  your se l f ?  

C a.inpbe11: Any of t h e  Sa.nklng group? I don1t r e c a l l .  

Gi lb:  I hc..ve a. copy a t  home of 2. l e t t e - i?  given t o  me by 

3usts.ce C g l l i n ~ n  conf i rming a. ccrnverss.tion beheen Culli~mand 

? a c i ~ a l u p i ,  of t h e  Enclz of Anerica,  i n  v h i c h  Cul l in tm s a i d  

t ' n 2 . t  .the bank ; . ro .~ l ihave n o t h i n s  t o  f'ezr from the  S t z t e  I3a.r 

b i l l .  O f '  cou.rse, I t h i n k  r i g h t  ~ ~ f t e rthe  b i l l  Yras pa.ssed., 

i n  the  e a r l y  l';3C11s, they  d.id n e g o t i a t e  s o r t  of a. t ~ e e t y .  

3 ~ tyou d.ld.n't  ta.lce p a r t  i n  any of t h a t ?  

no, t h a t  was d.one through a. s 2 e c i a l  comrcittee. 

Here 's  a l e t t e r  oP 1926 from Shurtleff ' .  Ee szys:  

"I nmst in t roc l i~~cet h i s  s h o r t  l e t t e r  w i th  a. sta.ten:ent th2.t 

I have o f t e n  2ia.d.e th2 t I cannot t e l l  you hcw g r a t e f u l  I am 

fr3r the  a . s s i s tance  you have given me dur ing  rrly tern1 a s  



Frss iden t  of the C a l i f o r n i a  B a r  AssocLation. The dr ive  ., 
f o r  !nern'oership has been p e r f e c t l y  wor,d.erful, n o t  only i n  

i t s  n e t  r e s u l t s  so f a r  a s  niexbershi:> was concerned, but  i t  

has been a g r e a t  benef i t  t o  the organizat ion.  It brought 

i t  before the pub l i c  ..." Then he a.sks me t o  speak a t  

a  ba.nquet t o  be held. i n  San Francisco. 

H e r e f s  a  l e t t e r  ,from Young with r e spec t  t o  h i s  v i c t o r y  

a t  the p r i n a r i e s .  "This has  been a' long, hs.rd f i g h t ,  but  

I bel ieve  it  has been worthr..jhile. I f  i t  succeeds or not  

w i l l  depend upon the,  backlng I rece ive  from you and o the r  

friend.3 of progressivism a l l  over Ca l i fo rn ia .  If Iie was e man 

sf t e r s e  expresston. Ee was n o t  an erflotional m a n ,  He mad.e 

a. 	very good.. Governor m d .  shoxld have been re -e lec ted ,  

Why do you tni-n.lr Rolph d.ef'eated him? 

>:ell, Young was no t  a glamorous man a t  a l l .  Rolph 

c e r t a i n l y  was. Ee was a. m a y  cf the  people. You would. hsve 

t o  e l e c t  Yo1&ig i n  a. movement of smie kind., yo3 lmota, t h a t  

wo:-112. give t h e  wllole caxpaign ~so:xen+,um and he woald. be carr ied.  

alocg with i t .  B J ~he vrzs not E. 1ea.d.er i n  the  sense of having 

personal  magnetism o r  glamor. He  could. w i n  aga ins t  somebody 

l i k e  Richardson but not  aga ins t  son1ebod.y l i k e  Rolph. ,And., 

c? course, by t h a t  time the re  vre-e g r o q s  tha.t were d isap-

pointed t h a t  they d idnf  t ge t  s p e c i a l  cons idera t ion ,  There 

a.re always those,  you lmow. 

Gilb : Did you ever  take  a.ny p a r t  i n  the  pub l i c  power f i g h t s  

t h a t  were goLng on i n  the  1920's  o r  have any views on t h a t  

sttb j e c t ?  

Campbell: Asid.e fronl s ~ q p o r t i n g  ca.ndid.a.tes who were f o r  pub l i c  



ownership of power, I didnt t .  T h a . t t  s one of the po in t s  

we mad.e i n  the su jgor t  of Young, t h a t  he was an arCent 

su9porter of Boulder Dam and. publ ic  o~~mersi=ip power.of 

A l l  those o ther  l e t t e r s  the re  h a ~ ~ e  over reference t o  the 

c a ~ d i d a c y  i n  1926 of Ju s t i c e  Lagdon,  who was always 

progressive.  

Here 's  a l e t t e r  from Evere t t  P/lattoon, who was the 

County Counsel, congratulat ing me upon Seing se lec ted  as  

Ca l i fo rn ia  v ice  ?res ident  OF the &nerFcan BGT Association. 

"I f e e l  t ha t  the mernbers o f  the b a ~  throughout the s t a t e  

shotrld f e e l  highly honored i n  having a. representa t ive  o r  your 

s tanding and a .b i l i ty  i n  t h i s  _~os i t ion . ' '  I jus t  read. t h a t  t o  

ind.icate,  because you inquired a'oout i t ,  the backgrovnd which 

led. up t o ,  you might say, our success i n  Sacramento. A l l  

of these i t e m  are cont r ibut ing  fa.ctors,  I bel ieve.  

Frankly, as  I look over a l l  t h i s  mslss of s tuf r '  I d . m r t  

h o w  how I survived i t ,  or how I found. the time t o  m i t e  

l i t e r a . 1 1 ~hu.nCred.s of l e t t e r s .  But t'ne l a~ rye r s  appreciated 

i t ,  I'm proud. t o  say. They r e a l l y  did. Eere s a l e t t e r  

Prom a  2roninent lawyer deted 1925. He says: 

"I do wish t o  say t h z t  I lmow of no o ther  la.wyer 

i n  Los Angeles who has s3 unselr ' ishly d.evoted h i s  time 

and. e f f o r t  i n  the cause of good. governinent, genera l  

c i v i c  matters,  and the mat ter  cf  i ~ 3 r o v i n g  the char- 

a c t e r  and standa.rds of the bench and bar  than your- 

s e l f ,  even t o  the point  of the ex;2end.iture and .  

s a c r i f i c e  of much-need-ed. time and money." 

This was m i t t e n  by Ernes t  U. Sc,hroeter, one of our 



l e  e.ding banlrr-upt c  y  1s .xyers .  Re l i v e s  at t h e  J o n a t h a n  Club 

now, j u s t  a few d.oors f rom xe on t h e  same f l o o r .  

I n  a l l  t l i e se  ei ' for . ts ,  t h e  cne  t h i n g  t h a t  mad.e r e  

c o n t i n u e  was th2.t i t  w a s  such  a n  op:por'cunity becalme we 

s t a r t e d  f rom p r a c t i c a l l y  n o t h i n g  and t h e  l a w y e r s  were 

r i p e  f o r  i t .  They wmted. t o  do sornethbig f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  

That's t h e  yeason why I t o o k  t h e  a t t i t u d e  I d. id .  i n  t h e  

carnpaign f o r  t h e  S t a t e  Sar.  I knew f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e  because  

I had s e c u r e d  o v e r  2000 new memSers f o r  t h e  Los Angeles  

md. Ca1ifcr : i ia  E a r  A s s o c i a t i o n s  bes id . e s  t h e  l a r g e  n ~ m b e r  tha . t  

1 g o t  f3r t k e  h e r i c a n  Ear  A s s o c i a t i o n .  And I n e v e r  t o l d .  

any o r  they2 tha t  t h e y  Irere g o i n g  t o  g e t  more income o u t  o f  

i t ,  c r  t . i~att h e y  were go ing  t o  make t h i n g s  e a s i e r  f o r  them- 

s e l v e s .  I s a i d ,  " H e r e ' s  an o 9 p o r t ~ m i t y  t o  Se of  s e r v i c e .  

kJe a r e  goiiig t o  ma.ke o m s e l v e s  f e l t  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e  s t m d a r d s  

o f  t h e  b a r  md. t h e  bench.  Do you w m t  t o  he lp?"  ,kcd. th2.t 

~ 2 . st h e  a s p e a l  ths t  I i n s i s t e d .  u.son mdr ing  \$hen we t o o k  o u r  

b i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  l e z ~ ~ s l a J ~ u , - e  I knewU-
 m d .  '3el"or;e t h e  Governor.  

th2.t wa.s good psycho logy  because  I had p r e s e n t e d i t  i n  t h i s  

me.rzier Tor  seve r t i1  y e a r s  . 
For  y e a r s  I was chair me.^ 02 t h e  J u d . i c i a r y  Cormiiittee o f  

9ui7 b a r  a . s soc ia . t ion ,  and. I w3.s pa . r t i cu1ar l .y  i i i t e ~ e s t e d i n  t h e  

J u d . l c i a 1  C o u i c i l  m o v e ~ e n t  and a l s o  i n  t h e  p r5 -nc ip le  of p r o -

ced.ure by r u l e  of  c o u r t  i n s t e a d  o f  by l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Promoted. L e g i s l c . t i o n  To I m ~ r o v e  The C o u r t s  And. Q3.r 

1926-27 

By tile t ime  1;s $rent t o  Sac ranen to  t o  g e t  t h e  S t a t e  B3.r 

b i l l  ptissed. ( t h e  second. tFme),  I h ~ c ?  2 c o n s i d e r a b l ea c c ~ ~ n u ~ l a t e d ) .  
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backgrorid. o f  experience 7,,:!1ich I th ink  perhaps ha.6. s  orne 

-
.e f f e c t  i n  ZlvlnG the G o v e r i ~ ~ r  a-ssurance t h a t  I wasthe 

speaking fox1 the bar -- t11e.t I ? r e t t y  well represented. the  

general  'Day, becav-se I ha.d been so c lose ly  i6 . en t i f i ed  wi th  

i t s  rrlovernents. I f ina . l ly  had t o  give u-2 sol?le ~f those 

ac t iv - i t i e s ,  and. the f i r s t  one I gave up was the h e r - i c a n  Bar 

Associatisi? because of tLe trenendous a x o u n t  of t h l e  tha.t was 

ta.king. Bi l t  t h e  American 9a.r Journal  on t r m  or t lvee  occasions 

r e f e ~ r e d .e d i t o r i a l l y  t o  the 50s Angeles 3s.r Association 

and .  i t s  success. 

This d o c ~ x e n t  here i s  a. rei3ort cf the Committee on S t a t e  

noar Crgallization Sg Clarence 2:.  ch~ir~i i .?m,Good~~in ,  who was 

very a.ctive i n  %he American Ea.r Associatior- a, t  t hg t  time. 

This repo-t gives a. stwveg o? t.3.e 3s.r organizat ions throughout 

1.L~ n ecountq-.  "Cal i forniz  stand.s out as an e x a z l e .  Legis-

l a t i v e  sanct ion f o r  21 a l l - i n c l u s i v e  organizat ion was no t  

at ta ined.  u n t i l  the rna.tter had been thoroughly discussed i n  a l l  

l o c a l  associa.t ions,  and. the 'car, ai'ter a thorough ~11derstand.ing 

of w h a t  wa.s proposed., had becoxe p r a c t i c a l l y  unanimous in 

favor  of the id.ea.. The newly-organized. S t a t e  Bar w i l l  s t a r t  

with the good w i l l  and support of p r a c t i c a l l y  every lawyer 

i n  the  sta. te." 

That w2.s t rue .  A s  I have shown you, we had t o  1a.y 

a. p r e t t y  'oroad FOTJ-ndation t o  do t ha t ,  s t ixx la . t ing  nlem'bership 

i n  1oca.l organizatio_rls and. i n  the s t a t e  bar z.ssocia.tion u n t i l  

we could. r e a l l y  speak f o r  the bar .  Otherwise you a.re faced,  
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as we were i n  1925, with the a t t i t u d e  of "Oh, well ,  your 

organization only includes a small percentage of the b a r o f '  

Getting back t o  the S t a t e  Bar b i l l .  I went t o  Sacra- 

mento. The Governor, of course, expressed himself as being 

very g ra t e fu l  f o r  my help,  and he asked me wllat I wanted. 

I sa id ,  "Governor, I don ' t  want anything f o r  myself. But 

I do want th ree  things f o r  the bar. I want you t o  have an 

open mind. ancl l e t  us be f r e e  t o  f i g h t  our own b a t t l e  i n  the  

l eg i s l a tu re ,  ge t  the b i l l s  passed, and when they come on 

your desk give them as favora,ble condideration as you can. 

And i f  you think they are  meritorious, I would l i k e  t o  have 

you s ign  them. One i s  our S ta te  Bar b i l l . "  He sa id ,  "I am 

1 	 riore o r  l e s s  fami l ia r  with t ha t .  You passed it once, and 

Goverror Richardson vetoed it. They made a  very hard f i g h t  

against  i t  ar.d convinced Richardson t h a t  the b i l l  was 

spec ia l ly  Tor the benef i t  of la 'cr~ers and more or l e s s  specia l  

I 	
l e g i s l a t i o n  an5 there was no reason i n  the world why lawyers 

should be inccrporated any nore than any other  professdon 

should be i n c o r ~ o r a t e d  and so on. I ' m  f a x i l i a r  with t ha t .  

There w i l l  be a good deal  of op2osition t o  it." 

"yes, I know," I said.  "There111 be op-losition t o  i t .  

i But z l l  we want i s  an opportunity t o  present i t  t o  you f o r  
I 

signature and I think by t h s t  time the  issue  w i l l  be so c l ea r  

t h a t  you w i l l  agree t h a t  the b i l l  has merit .  And another 

b i l l  we have i s  t o  increase bg 10 the number of judges i n  

Los h g e l e s  county." 

"They've never been increased more than --." I think 

he said "f ive ,"  but i t  may not  have been t h a t  nany. hat's 

going t o  be hard f o r  you t o  get  passed. " "I r ea l i ze  



tha t ,"  I said., '"out i t ' s  a subject  t h a t  can be demon- 

s t r a t ed  mathematically. The courts  a.re just  so far 

behind.. They cnlg have a. c e r t a i n  capacity. Our courts 

are opera.ting on an average f a s t e r  than any other  courts 

per jud.ge i n  the sta.te.  You can ' t  expect them t o  do more. 

For the benef i t  of l i t i g a n t s  and. nobody e l s e ,  f o r  the 

proper adnlinistration of jus t i ce ,  we j u s t  have t o  have more 

judges. &-d I I m  hopeful w e ' l l  get  the b i l l  passed." 

"And the otherone i s  t o  increase the sala.ries of judges. 

We want t o  ge t  the  very bes t  men we can on the bench, and 

they ought t o  be pcid more. We c m  make a good case on tha t ,  

too ."  

He smiled and said,  "You know i f  you r a i s e  the s a l a r i e s  

of judges i n  Los Angeles county, we w i l l  have t o  r a i s e  the  

s a l a r i e s  of judges a l l  over the state . l t  

I said,  ttYes, I k n o w  t hz t .  They ought t o  be rz ised a l l  

over the s t a t e .  I! 

11ie l ,  11 he sa id ,  " t h i s  would cost- the s t a t e  a t  l e a s t  

$350,000 a ye2.r. 11 

"But," I sa id ,  11t h e t l s  a small mount compared t o  the 

e n t i r e  cost  of the aenlinistration of jus t i ce .  But we ' l l  

ccne t o  t h a t  when we get  t o  it. tt 

"Kernper," he said., f ryoutre  asking a g rea t  deal." And 

I said., "I don ' t  qu i t e  agree there.  I think t h a t  youlve 

found i n  your experience a s  a l e g i s l a t o r  t h a t  i f  you are  

r i gh t  and. you r e a l l y  bel ieve i n  a measure i t ' s  not so d i f f i -  

cu l t  t o  get  i t  passed.. I t ' s  general ly good p o l i t i c s  t o  



pass  good measures and t o s i g n  good measures! And I think 

they ' re  a l l  a s se t s  and not  l i a b i l i t i e s . "  

He said,  "Go ahead and. see what you can do," 

So we argued these things before committees. I remember 

one time a g u i n g  f o r  addition21 judges and one memberof the  

committee said,  "Did you ever go a r o ~ d ,  your courtrooms about 

3:30 i n  the afternoon and not ice  how many of them are 

vacant?" "Yes, I have." ITe said., "The jud.ges d.ont t work. 

They play golf too much." I said., " I t m  not  going t o  argue 

tha t .  But if  you can frame a law t o  compel our judges t o  

work, 1'11 spend the r e s t  of the session here t ry ing t o  g e t  

i t  passed. I ' m  f o r  it. But i f  you can1 t ,  i n  the i n t e r e s t  

of l i t i g a n t s  (and you may be one tomorrow and. you wontt want 

t o  wait a year and. a ha l f  or two years t o  have your case 

t r i ed . ) ,  i n  the i n t e r e s t  of l i t i g a n t s  w e ' l l  just have t o  ge t  

more golf- player^!^ We got i t  out of committee, and. then a 

f lock  of telegrams came from the Los Angeles jud.ges opposing 

the increase i n  the number of judges, representing tha t  they 

were making inroads on the a c c m ~ l a  ted cases and p ro t e s t ing  

tha t  they would. be able t o  d.ispose of the backlog. 

Irnmed.iately, of course, I got a c a l l  from the Governorts 

off ice.  The Governor, w i t h  kind of a twinkle i n  h i s  eye, 

said,  "Did you see one of these telegrams?" "Yes.l1 "That 

about k i l l s  your b i l l ,  doesn' t  i t ? "  "NO," I sa id ,  "the 

l eg i s l a to r s  may be d.umb, but they're not t h a t  dumb. They 

resent  it bec~useit i s  so obvious. We have undertaken t o  

pass three very inpor tant  b i l l s  and, the judges figured., 



i 

1 

; Gilb: 
i 

Campbell:

1 

jus t  a s  you have f igured  probably, t h a t  it w i l l  be very 

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us t o  ge t  a l l  three  of them passed and signed. 

O f  course, t h a t ' s  t he  one t h a t  they can afford t o  s a c r i f i c e  

because they ' re  p r inc ipa l ly  in teres ted  i n  an increase of 

$2000 i n  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s .  The members of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

understand t h a t ,  and they're  ma.d about it, those t h a t  I ' ve  

talked to. It might defeat  the  sa lary  b i l l ,  but i t  won't 

defeat  the jud.ges b i l l . "  

So we succeeded i n  ge t t ing  then a.11 pz.ssed regardless  of 

those telegrams, and. he signed them a l l .  

He was slow on the  S ta te  Bar b i l l ,  probably due to  the 

influence of Sena.tor Jones. The pr inc ipa l  reason I th ink f o r  

t h a t  was h i s  g rea t  confidence i n  Senztor Jones. Jones was 

a wonderful man, But somehow o r  other  he d idn ' t  l i k e  the  

incorporation of t he  bar. Subsequently he bedame a  member of 

the Board of Governors, A l l  bar  grougs had the g rea t e s t  

respect  f o r  Senator Jones. He was a  f i n e  m a n ,  and, of course, 

the Governor loved him as a  brother.  They'd been i n  the  

l eg i s l a tu re  together and fought hard. f o r  progressive l e g i s -  

l a t ion .  

Did .  you know he f e l t  t h i s  wag -- Jones, I mean? 

I d idn ' t  know tha.t he would ac t ive ly  oppose us. Unt i l  

the very l a s t  few d.ays I d.idnft know tha.t he had the Governorf s  

ear. Then we d.ecid.ed t o  persuade the  Governor t h a t  h i s  f r iend 

was wrong about i t  and. t h a t  the bar of the sta.te wanted. t h i s  

B i l l  and t h a t  i t  would give them the a b i l i t y  t o  clean up the  

bar and have a  benef ic ia l  e f f e c t  upon the trm-saction of 



the courts '  business. We might be able t o  speed, up the 

slow grinding wheels of jud ic ia l  administration. F ina l ly  

we got it passed, and with the a id  of Senztor Carr we 

persuaded Governor Young t o  sign i t .  

Of course, under a l l  circumstances, frankly the Governor 

was very anxious to  do something t h a t  I wantedbecause he 

f e l t  obligated t o  me. He had. said,  ''What do you want?" 

thinking I ' d  want a jud.geship or  some thing, which would, be 

per fec t ly  proper i f  he f e l t  I was qual i f ied  and he was 

frankly wi l l ing and anxious t o  do it. But I t o l d  him, "I 

want nothing f o r  myslef, but I want these things f o r  the 

bar," He was put i n  a posi t ion,  you know, where he would 

d.o i t  i f  he possibly could because it was an unse l f i sh  

request. Fortunately, he d id . .  I have a photogrzph of 

him signing the b i l l  i n  the presence of Joe Webb and myself, 

Work on the Appointment of Judges 

Then, afterwards, a f t e r  t h i s  b i l l  was pa.ssed and we 

got the ten new judges, I asked him then ir  we couldnt t  have 

a ple'oescite of' the bar  and reco-mend t o  him proper material .  

Ye said,  "That's f i ne ,  although I wouldn't l i k e  t o  have you 

publicize i t .  The bar associat ion can do i t  provided the 

ba l lo t s  are sealed and they are delivered. t o  me a t  Sa.cramento. 

I don't  think t h a t  I should agree t o  be b,ound. I personally 

have the r e s9ons ib i l i t y  of appointing good men. I don't  

think I can r e a l l y  s h i f t  t h a t  respons ib i l i ty  wholly, but I 

vrould be glad t o  have, na tura l ly ,  the advice of the  bar." 



So we conducted such a plebesci te .  There were 80 

candidates. And the good. ones came t o  the  top just  l i k e  

cream by the vote of the bar. We sent  up the r e su l t s .  I f  . 

you w i l l  ge t  one of the 1928 volumes of the repor t s  (which 

have the Superior Court jud.ges a l l  l i s t ed .  in one of the 

f ron t  pages) and. pick out the ten names tha.t weren't there 

i n  the previous volume, those were the  ones appointed. 

I would. say t h ~ t  he appointed -- out of the ten  --
I think he appointed, e ight  out of the top f i f t e e n .  He made 

t w o  exceptions, men t h a t  he hapened t o  know and personally f e l t  

t ha t  they would make good jud.ges. He sa id ,  "Well, maybe the 

lzwyers d.ontt know them as well  as I do." There was one r.rho 

was a very close f r iend  of Jus t ice  Langdon, Joe Sproul. 

And, of course, Young had a great  deal  of confidence i n  

Langdon. I f  S i l l  Langdon told  him t h i s  la.wyer was a f ine  

lawyer and, would make a good judge, t h a t  was enough f o r  him. 

So he appointed Joe Sproul, who may have beea about number 

30 on the l i s t .  And. another man, who has since died, Tom 

Gould. of Alhambra. He was well-known to  Carr, who l i ves  

i n  Pasadena. He thought Tom would, make an excellent  jud.ge, 

and he did.  Both of t h ~ s enen -- perhaps they weren't so 

e r u d i t e ~ f r o m  the  standpoint of law, but they had f ine  

jud ic ia l  temperaments and .  they were i n  tha.t sense very 

good. judges. Men might be learned. i n  the law or b r i l l i a n t  

i n  t he  t r i a .1  of cases and s t i l l  make very poor judges. 

Sproul and. Gould. h3.d the r a re  jud.icia1 temperanent t ha t  f u l l y  

qualif ied,  them. But the others were p r a c t i c a l l y  chosen by 



the  ba r ,  and t h a t  was a .  g r e a t  v i c t o r y ,  too.  And. Goverilor 

Young did. i t  because I asked h i m  to.  

Ws.rren began r e f e r r i n g  names t o  the  Board. of  Governors of 

the  S t a t e  Bar, bu t  t h e r e ' s  no p l e b e s c i t e  on judges, i s  t h e r e ?  

Not f o r  appointment and f o r  e l e c t i o n  i t ' s  held ,  t o o  l a t e  t o  

be of any consequence. A f t e r  t h e  time had.  c lo sed  f o r  f i l i n g ,  

they  used. t o  ( I  t h i n k  they 've  s o r t  of  d i s con t inued  it now) 

go through t h e  form of having a p l e b e s c i t e  and of course t h e  

incunbent s were always end.orsed. w i t h  bu t  one except ion  a f t e r  

1920 t h a t  I can r e c a l l  and. i n  that i n s t a n c e  t h e  unend.orsed 

candida te  won. We d i d  succeed. i n  e l e c t i n g  a former C i t y  

At torney and t h e  County P u b l i c  Defender whom we "draf ted"  w i t h  

gromise of suppor t  before  f i l i n g  and our f o u r t h  candida te  

who f a i l e d  by a narrow margin w a s  subsequent ly  e l e c t e d  and 

served w i t h  d . i s t i n c t i o n  many years .  

What I advoca,ted end s t i l l  f a v o r  and. wha.t I accomplished 

with bo th  Stephens  and Young, was t o  make b a r  end.orsements o r  

recommend.ations be fo re  t h e  appointment, n o t  merely  pass  on it 

a f t e r  i t  was mad.e. Fake nominations t o  t h e  Governor, g i v i n g  

h i n  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  b a r  opinion.  And. I t h i n k  the  e l e c t o r -  

a t e ' s  e n t i t l e d .  t o  t h e  v e r y  same kind of h e l p ,  p r i o r  t o  f i l i n g  

f o r  nomination.  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  movement f o r  b e t t e r  judges 

way back i n  1920, we induced men t o  become cand ida t e s  w i t h  t h e  

pledge of our suppor t  i f  t h e y  would run.  We g o t  some v e r y  

good men t o  run  -- Cryer,  who had been Chief Deputy C i t y  

At torney and Chief Deputy Uni ted S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Attorney,  

a s c h o l a r l y  m a n .  He would have mad.e an e x c e l l e n t  jud.ge. 



\But while he d.id qucceed l a t e r j n  being e lec ted  mayor 
\ 

of Los Angeles a n d ,  mad.e an exce l len t  one, he d idn ' t  succeed. 

i n  being e lec ted  judge. 

The Bar Association should induce outstanding men t o  

run f o r  the o f f i ce  o r ,  i f  they l i k e ,  have a p lebesci te  i n  

xhich various names are submitted and recommend the ones 

which have the most votes from t h e  bar.  There are  l a~ t~ye r s ,  

f u l l y  qua l i f i ed  t o  be outstand.ing judges, who are very 

sens i t ive  about ac t ive  candidacies and they d.ont t l i k e  t o  have 

the embarrassment o f  poss ible  d-efeat. Excellent ma.teria1, 

but they f e e l  tha t  they may not  be well enough known, among 

the members or" t h e  ba r ,  t o  ge t  endorsement. There's no way 

of the bar being i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  build.ing up the bench unless,  

as  i n  tne c i v i l  servide,  they can have a stand.ing l i s t  o f  

qua l i f i ed  candidates. It ~aould. be a compliment t o  m y  member 

of the bar i f  he were on the available l i s t  of reco-mend.ations. 

And. so the Governor would be confronted. by t h i s  l i s t  of 

recommendations and f e e l  compelled t o  consider it. A l l  of the 

S t a t e  B z r  members i n  the county should par t ic ips . te .  

Governor Warren, who was a thoroughly good. lawyer, may 

have rnade some mistakes i n  appointment but they were not 

se r ious  ones. Every time he made a jud ic ia l  appointment, you 

could see t h a t  he had some ground. f o r  it. I d.ontt think 

Governor Wmren ever appointed anyone whom he d.id.nt t con-

sc ien t ious ly  f e e l  t o  be well-qualified. f o r  the place. That i s  

not  always possible,  i f  you have a Goverlior who i s  not a lawyer 

and who i s  a pol i t ica .1  type i n  the sense t h a t  he woulc! appoint 
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merely t o  reward pupporters .  ( O f  course, I th ink t h a t  

where a l l  o the r  th ings  are equal and a supporter i s  

well-qualified.,  t h a t  shou)dnl t be he ld  agains t  him. 

Pe r f ec t l y  proper f o r  a  Governor t o  a.ppoint a supporter,  if 

he ' s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  the  pos i t ion . )  

The S t a t e  Bar Since 1927 - Some Comments 

g i l b :  What do you th ink  the  S t a t e  Bar has done s ince  1927 

t o  improve t h e  administrat ion of j u s t i c e?  

Campbell: I th ink t h a t  they have l e n t  a i d  t o  the  Jud i c i a l  Council 

f o r  one th ing.  I th ink on the whole they've been favorable 

t o  p r e - t r i a l  procedure and m n y  minor procedural reforms. 

They have had excel lent  study programs of recent  years,  where 

they have panels  and d iscuss  problems out i n  the open, and 

I th ink  i t ' s  been very educat ional  t o  the rank and f i l e  of 

the Bar, 

The J u d i c i a l  Council has the power t o  prescr ibe  c e r t a i n  

procedural r u l e s ,  a d  of course, they take the advice p r e t t y  

l a rge ly  of r epresen ta t ives  o f t h e  S t a t e  B a r .  The Boa.rd of 

Governors of the S t a t e  B a r  i s  always consulted by the 

Governor t r i th  reference t o  the appointment of judges but 

t h i s  many lawyers be l ieve  i s  more or  l e s s  a  pro  forma 

procedure, 

I th ink the  most potent e f f e c t  of the S t a t e  BET i s  t he  

general  consciousness of i t s  power f o r  construct ive procedural  

reform and i t s  e f fec t iveness  i n  the  d i s c ip l i na ry  f i e l d .  

Cal iforniz.  lawyers have a  s incere  and deep-seated respect  f o r  

the S t a t e  Bar .  



i i l b :  In t h e  new Stsrte Bar, d i d  you have anyth ing  t o  do w i t h  

t h e  drawing up of  t h e  Rules  of P r o f e s s i o n a l  Conduct? 

:ampbell: I had a g r e a t  d.eal t o  do w i t h  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  system. 

We had., in t h e  Los Angeles Bar Assoc ia t ion ,  developed. t h e  

examiner system of handl ing  d . i s c i p l i n a r y  m a t t e r s ,  and w h  e n  

it came t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  procedure  

f o r  t h e  S t a t e  Bar, we p r a c t i c a l l y  adapted t h e  system we had  
v e r y  

i n  Los Angeles county. It h a s  been v e r y  workable , /successful .  

Here a r e  l e t t e r s  -- correspondence between Hugh McBeth 

and myself.  He w a s  one of t h e  l e a d i n g  co lo red  lawyers.  

I expla ined  t o  Hugh, whom I knew v e r y  we l l ,  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  

Los Angeles Bar A s s o c i a t i o n ~ s  a t t f t u d e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

exc lus ion  of t h e  colored.  r a c e .  He wrote me too ,  December 10, 

1926: "My d.ear f r i e n d :  Your l e t t e r  of December 6, which h a s  

j u s t  reached my hand th i s  a f te rnoon ,  has caused me more 

p l e a s u r e  t h a n  i f  you ha.d forward.ed. me your check f o r  $100. 

I agree  w i t h  you a b s o l u t e l y  t h e r e  a r e  two s i d e s  t o  this  ques-

t i o n  and t h a t  our  d . i scuss ion  should be car r ied .  on w i t h  p a t i e n c e  

and t o l e r a n c e  toward. each  other."  

This  i s  f rom my l e t t e r  of December 6: "Persona l ly ,  I am 

i n  f a v o r  of admiss ion of r e p u t a b l e  members of  t h e  b a r  of a l l  

r aces .  I n  f a c t ,  I am i n  f a v o r  of an a l l - i n c l u s i v e  b a r  
I 

o rgan iza t ion ,  and.lthe i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t h e  b a r  of  t h e  s t a t e\ 
w i l l  b r i n g  th is  about .  However, t h e r e  a r e  xany men who, whi le  

e n t e r t a i n i n g  no p r e  jud.ice a g a i n s t  t h e  colored. r ace ,  have a 

s i n c e r e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  avoid embarrassanents and. 
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t o  maintain good feel in$ between the races i s  not t o  permit 

too close a contact and intermingling. I m not prepared 

t o  say which of the two a t t i t u d e s  i s  preferable.  I happened 

t o  have been born i n  the nor th  and have had very l i t t l e  

contact with people of other  races.  I confess t o  a  lack 

of personal experience with r a c i a l  problems. For t h i s  reason, 

I have not too grea t  a confidence i n  my viewpoint, which i s  

s t rongly  i n  favor of the  admission of every member of the 

bar regardless of race o r  creed. I n  other  words, what I am 

tr-jring t o  say is  t h i s ,  and I th ink  you r e a l i z e  the s i t u a t i o n  

as c l ea r ly  as I do, t h a t  there are two s ides  of t h i s  con-

troversy, both sustained by i d e a l i s t i c  object ives.  I might 

i l l u s t r a t e  by c i t i n g  the  mar i ta l  r e l a t i on ,  which we a l l  

believe theo re t i ca l ly  i n  susta.ining. However, i f  throu@ the 

f a u l t  of ne i the r  par ty  or  the f a u l t  of both p a r t i e s ,  husband 

and wife cannot abide together  i n  ?eace then I cer ta rn lg  am 

not i n  favor of compelling them t o  abide together  a t  a l l .  

So, i f  i n  an organization a considerable percentage of the 

membership e i t h e r  r i g h t f u l l y  o r  wrongfully object t o  the 

admission of ce r t a in  members o r  f e e l  t h a t  such admission ~rou ld  

lead t o  lack of harrclony, i t  woulc!. probably be a mistake t o  

i n s i s t  upon such a.dmission, both from the  view-point of t h e  

organization i t s e l f  and from the viewpoint of those seeking 

admission. On the  other h a d ,  I am not  sure tha.t i t  i s  the 

at t i tud.e of any considera.ble percentage of the mem5ership t o  

exclude applicants  of ce r t a in  races.  I f  i t  i s ,  i t  should 
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f i l b :  

Zampbe11: 

Gil 'o:  

Campbell : 

perhcps be w r i t t e n  i n  the  bylaws i n  order  t h a t  the organiza-

t i o n t s conduct can be proper ly  governed thereby. I n  

conclusion, l e t  me suggest thz.t we a l l  end.eavor t o  car ry  

on t h i s  d.iscussion w i t h  pa t ience  and to le rance  towards 

each o the r .  A l l  changes come slowly. Let us work together  

t o  brine; about a so lu t ion  of the problen which would. be as 

nea r ly  r i g h t  a s  may be p o s s i b l e  und.er a l l  circumstances of 

the case ." 
Fly goodness, t h a t  was a controversy f o r  another two 

decades, wasn ' t  i t  -- t h a t  controversy? 

Oh, yes. And. i t  f e l l  t o  my l o t  t o  d-efend t h i s  p o s i t i o n  

i n  1946 dur ing  the S t a t e  Ba.r convention. The Los Angeles 

Ba.r Associat ion group was very much d.isturbed. by a l o t  of 

p u k l i c i t y  about the na . t t e r  a l l  over Ca.l ifornia.  The 

colored members, aided, by o ther  mLnority grouFs, ra.5.sed. t h e  

poin t  tha.t t h e  Los Angeles County Ba.r Association d.elegates 

were no t  e n t i t l e d .  t o  p u t i c i p a t e  i n  the Sta.te Ear Conference 

because of t h i s  unla.wi'u-1 exclusion of qua.lif i e d  app l i can t s  

f o r  membership. AX^ s o  they had a ca.ucus of the Los 

Angele s Bar Associa.tion d.elegztion and they did.nl t know what 

t o  say. They thought they were licked.. I told. them what I 

thought about i t ,  the proper  a.pproach t o  the controversy,  s o  

then they  designated. me t o  answer Hugh McBeth. 

The same man! 

The same nan. A very eloquent speaker -- he was a 

grzd.uate of Harvard. So I answered him i n  t k i s  wise, I s a i d  



t h a t  I hap2ened. t o  be a member of t h e  Commission t h a t  '_out 

t h e  S t a t e  B a r  Act i n  e f f e c t ,  i n  f a c t ,  I helped. t o  d . r a f t  i t .  

I s a i d ,  as f a r  a.s I p e r s o n a l l y  w a s  concerned., when we 

o ~ g a n i z e d  t h e  Sta. te  B z r  I argued f o r  an a l l - i n c l u s i v e  

o rgan iza t ion ,  l o c a l l y  as w e l l  as i n  t he  s t a t e .  I d i d n ' t  

t h i n k  we should. combine t h e  two, have r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 

v o l u n t e e r  groups speaking f o r  t h e  b a r  of  t he  d . i f f e r e n t  

coun t i e s .  It seemed t o  me v e r y  i l l o g i c a l ,  but  I w a s  

over-ruled,  s o  we have th is  i l l o g i c a . 1  mixture  of t h e  two 

systems. And I said.  t h i s  i s  t h e  e f f e c t  of it.  I said, 

"AS you a l l  know, a v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  can make i t s  own 

r u l e s  of admission. Tha.t s t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a. p u b l i c  

co rpo ra t ion  such as t h e  S t a t e  Bar and a  volunta.ry group. 

I n  a v o l ~ m t a r y  group t h e  c o ~ r t s  have no c o n t r o l  over  admissions 

o r  expuls ions .  For  expu l s ion  a l l  you have t o  d.o i s  have 

a hea r ing ,  l e t  t h e  man g e t  up on h i s  h ind  l e g s  and make a 

speech,  and then  v o t e  h i m  ou t .  I b o w  t h a t  because I ' v e  

handled some l i t i g a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  tha t  exac t  p o i n t .  You a l l  

b o w  it .  So, e s s e n t i a l l y ,  we have r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h e r e  of 

v o l m t a r g  groups. Now, I t h i n k  t h a t  you ' re  on v e r y  d.angerous 

ground. I sympathize w i t h  you, bu t  you c a n ' t  a f ford .  t o  

succeed f o r  the  reason  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  be t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  

Bar Board of Governors w i l l  be f o r c e d  t o  s e t  up a d . i f f e r e n t  

type  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 2  If you a r e  going t o  d .es t roy the  

p r i n c i p l e  of v o l m t a r y  membership, then  v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

se rve  no u s e f u l  purpose and we n i g h t  a s  w e l l  have countywide 

s e c t i o n s  of t h e  S t a t e  Ba.r i n s t e a d .  Now, the  m i n o r i t y  groups 



z f t e r  the  fo r~na t ion  of the S t a t e  Bar, too, i t  took them 

qtrite a. long time t o  g e t  f u n c t i o n i n g  because they were 

s o r t  of f e e l i n g  t h e i r  way and i t  wasn't ezsy t o  g e t  a s t a t e -

wide group i n t o  a frame of mind of car ry ing  a. banner f o r  a 

continuing crusade. 

When the  D i s t r i c t  Courts of Aspeal ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  th i s  

d.Lstr ic t ,  t h e  Second D i s t r i c t )  go t  away behind., we went --
severa l  of u s  -- before t h e  committees of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

and. asked f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  approprfatfon f o r  the D i s t r i c t  

s o  t h a t  t h e  j u s t i c e s  could. have law c l e r k s  t o  aid. them i n  

t h e i r  work. One of the  divis. lons,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  wa,s abso lu te ly  

opposed t o  i t  -- the jud.ges r.jere h o r r i f i e d  tha:t  they would be 

asked t o  have 1a.w c le rks .  They considereci tha.t it was a 

r e f l a c t i o n  upon them. They i~ tend .ed .  t o  d.o t h e i r  o1.m resea rch  

and wri te  t h e i r  own opinions and, so f o r t h ,  and they  were up 

i n  a.rms. 
I go t  the Di rec to r  of Fiinance t o  inc1ud.e an allowance 

i n  the bu?.get, and t h e  bud.get wert throush but they  never 

used the money. They j u s t  wouldn't h i r e  the c l e r k s .  

So then we had, a. b i l l  t o  c r e a t e  these c lerkships .  I t  was 

very widely d.eba.ted. But, of course,  w i t h  the  opposi t ion 

of the juc7.ges it  d . i d n ' t  g e t  a n p ~ h e r e .  ITow they  a.11 a c t u a l l y  

ha.ve re sea rch  ass i s t anbs .  Our e f f o r t s  probably had. educa- 

t i o n a l  value.  I t ' s  now t h e  conventional thing.  The 

Supreme Court of the  United. S t a t e s  and p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  

a9pe l l a t e  jud.ges i n  Arll-erlca have good. r e sea rch  c le rks .  
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I t h i ~ k ,  i n  mat ters  of tha.t kind., the organized. bar  

(because we caqe up rep resen t ing  the  bar  here ) has ha.6 

considerable e f f e c t .  

Gilb: You mentioned. e z r l i e r  something about a l % s t  of 

exper t s  some group had d.rawn up f o r  the  cour ts .  Can you 

t e l l  u s  about tha.t? 

Campbell: O h ,  t h t  was, of course, a p r i v a t e ,  individ.ua1 f i g h t .  

But i t  had the  e f f e c t  of abol i sh ing  t11a.t loaded l i s t  of 

ex per';^. The defense lawyers had furnished, t h e  Presiding 

Judge a l i s t  of exper t s  f o r  use  i n  personal  i n j u r y  cases, 

includ.ing some t h a t  were unbiased. 'out who wouldn't ever come 

even i f  they were asked.. So, the only ones who would. consent 

t o  ccme were those who were r e g u l a r l y  engaged by insurance 

c o a e s .  l h e n  the defense lawyer wi th  a sanctimonious . 

a i r  of f a i r n e s s  would. reques t  i n  the  presence of the jury 

t h a t  the  court  a.ppoint an impz.rtie.1 exper t ,  why, t h e  court  

would. take out t h T s  l i s t  wizrch had. been furnished. t o  a.11 

the jud.ges end. i n  a l l  i r - o c e n c e  he would put  h i s  f i n g e r  on 

one and. t h a t  one would. be a ~ p o i n t e d . ,  u n t i l  one time my 

opponent asked. the  court  t o  rr,a.ke such an a.ppointment, and I 

requested a conference i n  cha.rnbers end exposed the  o r tg in  of 

the  l i s t  and i t s  t r u e  charac ter .  The court  d i d n ' t  m.ke the 

a,p?ointment and inves t iga ted .  the  thin;, m d  the  r e s u l t  was 

they d. id .  awar ~ r i t h  the l i s t .  

Los Angeles 3a.r Associat ion,  1927 

The momentum and .  example afford.ed by the  a c t i v i t i e s  ol" 

Los hnse les  3a.r Association were of such inf luence  ir, the 



formation of the S t a t e  B a r  t h a t  they should have spec i a l  

mention. 

I n  1927 I published a brochure e n t i t l e d  "The Year 's  

Work" and again i n  1928 an e labora te  i s sue  of the Los 

Angeles Bar Association Bu l l e t i n  contained the  r epo r t s  of 

committees and a  review of accomplishments. I s h a l l  be glad 

t o  f u r n i s h  you copies of these  a s  addenda t o  these notes  if 

you des i r e  them. I am q u i t e  sure t h a t  we had a t  t h a t  time 

the most a c t i ve  and e f f e c t i v e  bar  assoc ia t ion  i n  the United 

s t a t e s .  A t  our regu la r  monthly meetings we o f ten  had 

speakers of nationa.1 repu ta t ion  a n d  the average attend.ance 

has never been equaled s ince.  

Bar A c t i v i t i e s  Af ter  1927 

You inqured regarding my bar a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  1927. 

I n  1928 I served on the f i r s t  Boa.rd of Governors of the 

S t a t e  Bar and a t  var ious  times s ince  have served on spec ia l  

committees of the  S t a t e  Bar the l a s t  of such appointments 

being i n  1950-52 on Specia l  Local Administrative Corni t tee  

No. 3 f o r  Los Angeles County, which was d.irected t o  make an 

inves t i ga t i on  of unlawful p r ac t i c e  of the  law. Among o ther  

e f f o r t s  were t r i p s  t o  Sacramento i n  aid of increased s a l a r i e s  , 

f o r  judges and t h e  c rea t ion  of a t h i r d  d iv i s ion  of the Second 

D i s t r i c t  Court of Appeal. During the gears  1949-1952 I 

devoted a g r ea t  dea l  of time t o  the  con tes t  over the  loca t ion  

and design of the new courthouse. A s  t he  r e s u l t  of the 

pub l ica t ion  in the  Los Anp,eles Times of a statement by me, 



an organizat ion of 2000 lawyers was formed and the aid 

of potent business and taxpayers1 groups was en l i s t ed  t o  

oppose the e rec t ion  of two extravagant, medieval buildirrggs 

and t h e i r  loca t ion  a t  Temple S t r e e t  and Grand Avenue. The 

outcome of t h i s  acrimonious and long-drawn out f i g h t  was 

the  u t i l i z a t i o n  of the Temple and Grand s i t e  as  a  parking 

l o t  and the  choice of F i r s t  and H i l l  S t r e e t s  as  the loca t ion  

f o r  a  s ing l e  cour ts  building which w i l l  r e s u l t  in adde2 

convenience t o  lawyers and l i t i g a n t s  an8 a  saving t o  the  

taxpayers of a t  l e a s t  $12,000,000. 

Law Pract ice  

You expressed surpr ise  t ha t  I had any time l e f t  f o r  

law prac t ice  during the years of my bar a c t i v i t i e s .  I worked 

very hard. For one period of t e n  years I had no vacation. 

I was for tunate  from 1918 t o  1936, and subsequently, i n  

having a considerable number of profess ional  employments 

involving la rge  i n t e r e s t s  and r e s u l t i n g  i n  subs t an t i a l  fees .  

To a l l a y  your sympathetic concern on t h i s  score I am 

inpe l led  t o  reveal  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  my retirement I had saved 

froln my earnings over $700,000 which was invested in secur i -

t i e s  a n d  r e a l  e s t a t e  which have since mate r ia l ly  increased 

i n  value. 

The d e t a i l s  of my prac t ice  have no proper place here 

but i n  re t rospec t  I f ind many of these emplojments very 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me. 

For example, from 1.918 t o  1923 a s  a  r e s u l t  of my 
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cannery experience and, connections I represented the 

pr inc ipa l  f r u i t  cannery i n t e r e s t s  i n  the  s t a t e  against  

the Dunkley peach peeling patent  asserted by Libby, 

McNeill and Libby, a subsidiary of Swift & Company under 

which r o y a l t i e s  of $2,000,000 pe r  year were claimed. A 

victory  f o r  Libby would have meant i t s  monopolistic 

control  o f  the  Cel i fornia  f r u i t  canning industry and the  

ruin of a l l  other  Cal i fornia  canners. 

U. S. D i s t r i c t  Judge Van F lee t  had upheld the v a l i d i t y  

of the Dunkley patent  and decreed accountings i n  s u i t s  

against seven large canning concerns and. a canning machinery 

company i n  the  ru'orthern D i s t r i c t  of Cal i fornia  when I 

entered the case. I defeated the patent  i n  the Southern 

D i s t r i c t ,  and i n  the accountings i n  the Northern D i s t r i c t ,  

by showing the "pr ior  art" by ac tua l  demonstration and the 

testimony of 100 witnesses, I red.uced. the award t o  the 

nominal amount o f  134 per ton f o r  a period. of the f i v e  

years p r i o r  t o  the invention of a non-infringing device. 

For t h i s  I received f ees  amounting t o  about $100,000. 

I n  1919-1920 I recovered f o r  Louis Ph i l l i p s ,  Jr., 


property worth about $ ~ , O O O , O O O  and f o r  30 years t he rea f t e r  
 p 

represented. h i s  wid.ow i n  various matters  involving sub- 

s t a n t i a l  fees ,  includ.ing the successful  defense of an 

act ion brought by the f i r m  of M c A ~ o o ,  OIConnor and Neblett  

representing subdivision purchasers who demanded damages 

aggregating near ly  $2,000,000. 



I My old  Pomona banker f r i e n d  and pa t ron ,  M r .  Lathrop, 

showed up w i t h  some f a s c i n a t i n g  problems a r i s i n g  out  of h i s  

s a l e  of t h e  Consolidated Water Company, i n  which Lathrop 

owned t h e  bu lk  of t h e  s tock,  t o  t h e  C i ty  of Pomona f o r  

$800,000. 

F i r s t  was t h e  i s sue  of income taxes .  I n  t h i s  mat ter  

we showed a  h igh  a c t u a l  va lue  of t h e  water r i g h t s  a s  of 

1913 and a low r a t e  of deprec ia t ion  of waterpipe due t o  

p u r i t y  of the  mountain water  and l a c k  of a l k a l i  i n  t h e  

s o i l  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  reduct ion  of t h e  tax i n  

''conf erence. I t  

The second i s s u e  was r a i s e d  by two s u i t s  by stockholcks 

demanding t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  $800,000 on the ground 

t h a t  the s t a t e d  purpose of the  corpora t ion  had been abandoned. 

However, t h e  a r t i c l e s  of incorpora t ion  had been amended t o  

s t a t e  new purposes, t h e  name had been changed and t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  place of business  s h i f t e d  t o  Los Angeles. Both 

the  U. S. C i r c u i t  Court of Appeal and the  C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme 

Court upheld Lathrop. 

Another f a s c i n a t i n g  case (about 1925) involving l a r g e  

property i n t e r e s t s  was a w i l l  con tes t  i n  the E s t a t e  of Ruggles. 

Dr .  Ruggles was t h e  f i r s t  woman phys ic ian  i n  t h e  City of Chicago. 

She had made s e v e r a l  w i l l s  but i n  t h e  l a s t  one l e f t  prac- 

t i c a l l y  a l l  h e r  property t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Science Church. 

I represented  Madame Dorrh, a  onetime noted opera 

s t a r  who was born i n  Indiana but  had h e r  e n t i r e  c a r e e r  i n  



Europe. She claimed t h a t  t he  bulk of Dr .  Ruggles' fo r tune  

cons is ted  of remit tances from Mme. Dorrb which she held i n  

t r u s t .  C o l l a t e r a l  h e i r s  a l s o  f i l e d  a contes t .  This case 

involved t he  doc t r ine  of "dependent r e l a t i v e  revocat ion,"  

the  ancient  r u l e  i n  Onions vs. Oyer, and such a  mass of 

con f l i c t i ng  evidence and heavy cos t s  of t r i a l  t h a t  we  

f i n a l l y  by s t i p u l a t i o n  divided the  e s t a t e  t h r e e  ways. Dorrb 

received a  very s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of a s s e t s  which i n  t r u e  

prima donna f a sh ion  she proceeded t o  dispose of i n  dea l s  w i th  

c i t y  s l i c k e r s .  I n  one such f raud  case I recovered property 

f o r  h e r  worth some $40,000. 

During t h i s  period (30  years  a l l  t o l d )  I represented  

the  Seventh Day Adventist  Church and a l l  of i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

i n  Southern Ca l i f o rn i a  including Loma Linda Sanitarium, 

College of Medical Evangel is t s ,  Glendale Sanitarium and 

White Memorial Hospi tal  and i n  add i t ion  t o  d i r e c t  employment 

t h e r e  were many r e f e r r e d  c l i e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  personal  

i njury cases.  

From 1919 on I re3resented  W. K. Kellogg (Cornflakes)  

i n  h i s  personal Ca l i fo rn ia  matters .  Among o the r  problems 

handled I succeeded i n  having Garvey Boulevard re loca ted  t o  

the no r th  t o  avoid cu t t i ng  the Kellogg Ranch i n t o  two tri-

angular  parcels .  I drew the  papers t r a n s f e r r i n g  t he  Kellogg 

Ranch t o  t h e  Universi ty  of Ca l i fo rn ia  and t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

requ i r ing  t h e  maintenance of t he  Arabian horse breeding ea-

tablishment and the  Arabian horse  shows. I l a t e r  appeared 



f o r  &.Kellogg before t h e  Board of Regents and demanded 

b e t t e r  c a r e  of the r snch  and horses  o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of the  

property.  John Franc i s  Neylan took t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

Regents had received t h e  property a s  t r u s t e e s  of an i r r evocab le  

t r u s t  and had no power t o  r e t r a n s f e r  t h e  property.  Gar re t t  

McEnerney agreed w i t h  me t h a t  t h e  Board had the  necessary 

power. S a t i s f a c t o r y  promises of b e t t e r  t reatment  were made and 

the  mat ter  r e s t e d  u n t i l  the Univers i ty  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  Ranch 

t o  t h e  U. S. Government. 

A very unusual case was a s u i t  f o r  $50,000 damages 

brought aga ins t  M r .  Kellogg based upon t h e  a l l eged  impotency 

of a young s t a l l i o n  sold f o r  breeding purposes. The s t a l l i o n  

was shipped t o  t h e  purchaser who put him with 19  mares i n  a 

pas ture  a t  an e l e v a t i o n  of 8000 f e e t  i n  t h e  mountains of 

Colorado. Not a s i n g l e  mare got  w i t h  foa l .  For tuna te ly ,  

the s t a l l i o n  before  shipment had bred a Kellogg mare and she 

had a c o l t .  Research revealed a f a c t  l i t t l e  known even by 

experienced ve te r ina r i ans .  If a s t a l l i o n  i s  shipped from a 

low e l e v a t i o n  t o  a very h igh  one it may r e s u l t  i n  impotency 

f o r  a considerable  period. Having s a t i s f i e d  my opponent t h a t  

this  was the f a c t  he accepted the  r e t u r n  of t h e  purchase pr ice .  

After  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  the Kellogg Ranch t h e  s t a l l i o n  funct ioned 

normally. 

I was employed by the  proponents i n  t h e  proceeding t o  

widen Wilsh i re  Boulevard which was s t a l l e d  by p r o t e s t s  c e r t i -  

f i e d  by t h e  C i ty  Ehgineer t o  r ep resen t  a major i ty  of the  



f rontage .  We uncovered wholesale f o r g e r i e s  e f fec ted  by 

t he  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of many leaves  of s igna tu res  obtained i n  

a p r i o r  and d i f f e r e n t  proceedings. The hearing before t h e  

Ci ty  Council took almost a month, the  longest  ever  held 

i n  Los Angeles. 

I n  1933 I was v i r t u a l l y  d r a f t ed  by t he  Los Angeles 

County Board of Supervisors i n  a matter  which was t h e  subjec t  

of b i t t e r  publ ic  controversy. The former Chairman of the  Board 

had been convicted of accepting a b r ibe  of $80,000. Whether 

any o ther  member had been bribed was not  known but  charges 

were f r e e l y  made. The con t rac to r s  were indic ted  but  due t o  

delay on t he  p a r t  of the D i s t r i c t  Attorney i n  br inging them 

t o  t r i a l  the  case was dismissed and the  s t a t u t e  of l i m i t a t i o n s  

had expired. The s t a t u t e  l e f t  it under ta in  a s  t o  whether 

the D i s t r i c t  Attorney o r  the County Counsel should represen t  

tne Board of Supervisors i n  such a case. I n  view of the  

neglec t  of the D i s t r i c t  Attorney i n  allowing t he  con t rac to r s  

t o  go f r e e  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  con t rac t  of set t lement  wi th  

the  county i n  connection with which the  Supervisor was bribed 

was drawn by t h e  County Counsel it was apparent t h a t  un less  

t h e  county could get back what it had paid in the  set t lement  

t h e  a t to rneys  f o r  the  county and the Supervisors would be 

subjec t  t o  severe c r i t i c i sm .  This seemed t o  r equ i r e  t h e  

employment of an independent counsel who was deemed t o  have 

s u f f i c i e n t  public  confidence t o  ca r ry  the  load. I was t o ld  



that I was the only lawyer the Board of Supervisors could 


agree upon and I very reluctantly permitted nrgself to be 


"drafted" upon that basis. S. V. 0. Prichard, Oxford 


Rhodes Scholar, Assistant County Counsel and John J. Frampton, 


Deputy District Attorney, (now Superior Court Judge) were 


associated. On the other side were Hanna and Morton, Alex 


Davis and Robert Murphey. It was our theory that the bribery 


of one supervisor in connection with the payment of approxi- 


mately $837,000 (to terminate the contract) invalidated the 


settlement and the county was without further proof entitled 


to a judgement in that amount and to retain $100,000 worth 


of buildings and improvements received in the settlement. 


The case dragged on for over two years when finally the court 


made a ruling sustaining our theory and the case was "settled" 


on that basis, the County recovering $837,986.90 in cash and 


the property. Every daily newspaper in the county commended 


us and the Daily News which had been bitterly critical of the 


Supervisors devoted a whole page to a celebration of the "victor$ 


There were, of course, many other employments. In 1933 


I was appointed an Inheritance Tax Appraiser, and I gradually 


eased up on my law work until I retired in 1950. 


After I acquired the 1800-acre ranch at Victorville in 1923 


I spent practically every Saturday and Sunday there for 25 years 


superintending the ranch work and making substantial improve- 


ments costing over $200,000. Members of my family now operate 


a Guest Ranch there and we are now selling 400 head of beef cattle 




We produce alfalfa and have 200 acres of irrigated pasture, 

There is a dairy of 150 cows on the place. We formerly 

bred registered Arabian horses. Our racing stallion Ziyadi 

beat all comers and was retired for lack of competition. 

Our brood mare Talattaash won seven firsts and five grand 

prizes, 


In 1937 the Campbell family spent three months travel- 


ling by automobile over Western Europe. My son, Kemper Jr., 


was t b n  attendin,.; Oxford University where he graduated in 


1939 and my daughter Jean was enrolled at the Sorbonne in Paris. 


On the trip I made brief but enlightening investiga- 


tions of judicial procedures in England, France, Italy 


and Germany. In London I sat for a whole day with the 


"mastertf who functions similarly to our "Law and Motion 


Department" judge but with greater informality and effi- 


ciency. I intend here no reflection on our judges, but I 


do think that the English method of settling the pleadings 


and defining the issues is superior to our own, 


I have lived a very busy life and I am now a tired 

old man. 
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