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A l l  u s e s  of  t h i s  manusc r ip t  a r e  cove red  by a n  agreement  

~ e t v e e n  t h e  R e g e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  and 

P h i l i p  B a n c r o f t ,  d a t e d  7 May 1962. T h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  is 

t h e r e b y  made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e s e a r c h  purposes .  A l l  

l i t e r a r y  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  

t o  p u b l i s h ,  are r e s e r v e d  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  L i b r a r y  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  E e r k e l e y .  No p a r t  o f  t h e  

m a n u s c r i p t  may be quo ted  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  

b r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i a n  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berkeley .  



INTRODUCTION 

The a a n c r o f t  name h a s  been prominent  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

s i n c e  Hubert  Hove B a n c r o f t ,  a young New Englander ,  came 

t o  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1852 t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s t a t i o n e r y ,  p r i n t i n g ,  

and p u b l i s h i n g  house which proved s o  p r o f i t a b l e  t h a t  seven- 

t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  he cou ld  p a r t i a l l y  r e t i r e  from b u s i n e s s  t o  

devo te  t h e  r e s t  o f  n i s  l o w  l i f e  t o  c o l l e c t i n g  books and 

manuscr ip t son  Yes te rn  American h i s t o r y  and t o  p u t t i n g  

t o g e t h e r  the  voluminous Vorks of  Huber t  Howe b a n c r o f t .  

P h i l i p  a a n c r o f t ,  the  younges t  son  o f  i iuber t  Howe 

B a n c r o f t ,  has l i k e w i s e  impressed  t h e  B a n c r o f t  name on t h e  

h i s t o r y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  bo th  i n  r o l i t i c s  and i n  farming. 

He e n t e r e d  p o l i t i c s  as a g r a s s - r o o t s ,  d o o r b e l l - r i n g i n g  

worker i n  the  Lincoln-Roosevel t  League, won a s e a t  on t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  Chicago s s p u b l i c a n  Convention 

i n  1908, and he lped  t o  nominate h i s  f a v o r e d  c a n d i d a t e  T a f t .  

Four  y e a r s  l a t e r  he was a g a i n  a d e l e g a t e  t o  the  Republ ican  

conven t ion ,  t h i s  t i n e  as a l o y a l  s u p p o r t e r  of Governor 

Hiram Johnson,  and l i k e  Johnson,  he walked o u t  o f  the  

Republ ican  and i n t o  the P r o g r e s s i v e  P a r t y  a f t e r  t h a t  

conven t ion  was " s t o l e n "  from Theodore Roosevel  t. 

Always a p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t ,  B a n c r o f t  throughout  t h e  

y e a r s  could  be found working on the  campaigns o f  those  

c a n d i d a t e s  he s u p p o r t e d ,  t h e  fo remos t  of which w a s  H i r a m  

Johnson. He was one o f  the  r a r e  e a r l y  P r o g r e s s i v e s  who 

remained f a i t h f u l  t o  Johnson u n t i l  t h e  S e n a t o r ' s  dea th .  

Some of t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Democrat ic  P a r t y  



from whence they came, o t h e r s  became e i t h e r  s t a n d - p a t t e r s  
o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  Republ icans ;  o n l y  a few such  as B a n c r o f t  

c o n t i n u e d  w i  t h  Johnson i n  opposing o u r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  League 
o f  Nat ion8 and la ter  o u r  Lend-Lease s u p p o r t  of  B r i t a i n .  

B a n c r o f t ' s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  was c l imaxed i n  1938 when he 
won a l m o s t  s inp le -handed ly  the  Republ ictrn nominat ion  f o r  

U.S. s e n a t o r  by a series o f  h a r d - h i t t i n g ,  no-punches-pulled 
r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s .  He l o s t  t h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  bu t  a decade l a t e r  

he was i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  s e n k t o r i a l ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
and f i n a l l y  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a m p a i ~ n s  of  Republ ican  Richard  

Nixon. 

Although a a n c r o f t  began h i s  c a r e e r  i n  1905 as an 
a t t o r n e y  i n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  f o l l o v i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  

France  d u r i n g  World Yar I he tu rned  t o  f a rming  s o  t h a t  h i s  

c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  grow up i n  r u r a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  H i s  a c t i v i t y  

as a p e a r  and walnut  grower h a s  been t y p i c a l l y  B a n c r o f t i a n  
-- thorough and v igorous .  By i n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  most s c i e n t i f i c  

methods, he developed t h e  fami ly  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  Walnut Creek 
i n t o  a h i g h l y  p r o f i t a b l e  farm, p e a r  p r o d u c t i o n  w a s  i n c r e a s e d  

from 200 t o n s  a n  a c r e  t o  1000 t o n s  a n  a c r e ,  and f o r  seven  . 

y e a r s  i n  a r o v  h i s  p e a r s  von f i r s t  p r i z e  a t  t h e  s t a t e  f a i r .  

I n  t h e  meantime he was e n l a r g i n g  h i s  h o l d i n g s  by p u r c h a s i n g  
o t h e r  l a n d s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p roduc t ion .  

J u s t  as P h i l i p  B a n c r o f t  had e a r l y  j o i n e d  wi th  h i s  
f e l l o w  S s n  F r a n c i s c a n s  t o  e x e r t  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  

af fa i rs  of h i s  c i t y ,  s ta te ,  and n a t i o n ,  s o  he q u i c k l y  
became a c t i v e  i n  f a rmer  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a f t e r  he en te r ' ed  

farming.  He s e r v e d  on t h e  board o f  the Walnut Growers 

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  the  P e a r  Growers A s s o c i a t i o n ,  the  Farm Bureau, 



iii. 

and  t h e  S t a t e  Chamber o f  Commerce. During t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  
when l a b o r  u n r e s t  and t h e  t h r e a t  o f  u n i o n i z a t i o n  o f  farm 

l a b o r e r 8  caused many f a r m e r s  t o  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  

A s s o c i a t e d  Farmers,  P h i l i p  B a n c r o f t ' s  v i g o r o u s  s p e e c h e s  
i n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  farmers' p o s i t i o n  g a i n e d  f o r  him t n e  

o f f i c e  of p r e s i d e n t  of the Contra  Cos ta  A s s o c i a t e d  Farmers,  
and l a t e r  tho vice-presidency o f  the s t a t e  A s s o c i a t e d  

Farmera. I t  was t h i s  r o l e  -- spokesman f o r  t h e  fa rmer ,  
v i g i l a n t e  a g a i n s t  Camffiunism, and c r i t i c  of  t h e  New Deal 

-- t h a t  l e d  t o  h i s  nominat ion  f o r  U.S. s e n a t o r .  

Knowing t h a t  he hmd p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s o  many h i s t o r i c a l  
e v e n t s ,  P r o f e s s o r  Va l ton  E. Bean and P r o f e s s o r  George P. 

Hammond o f  t h e  Department o f  H i s t o r y  s u q g e s t e d  t h a t  P h i l i p  
B a n c r o f t  be asked t o  t a p e  r e c o r d  h i s  memoirs. He ?roved 

e x c e e d i n g l y  c o o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  and devoted  

much o f  h i s  t i a e  and though: t o  i t .  The i n t e r v i e w s  were 

r e c o r d e d  between A p r i l  and August o f  1461. P r i o r  t o  t h a  
i n t e r v i e w s ,  Hr .  Bancrof t made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  

h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s ,  s p e e c h e s ,  sc rapbooks ,  and 

pho tographs  (most of  wnich he h a s  s i n c e  donated  t o  a a n c r o f  t 

L i b r a r y )  and helped p l a n  the  o u t l i n e s  of  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  bo 

covered .  

Our f i r s t  meet ing  was i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  M t .  D iab lo  
F r u i t  Farm which H r .  B a n c r o f t  s h a r e s  w i t h  h i s  s o n ,  P h i l i p  

B a n c r o f t ,  Jr . ,  now t h e  manager o f  t h e  farm, and Ralph 

Hinds ,  who h a s  been Mr. B a n c r o f t ' s  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  o v e r  

twenty y e a r s  and who now a l s o  s e r v e s  as e y e s  f o r  Mr. 

B a n c r o f t  s i n c e  h i s  own have d e t e r i o r a t e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where 
he can  no l o n g e r  read .  The o f f i c e  was t h e  o ld - fash ioned ,  



iv .  

s t r i c t l y - b u s i n e a l s  type;  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  c l u t t e r e d  look ing ,  

y e t  i ts  i n h e r e n t  o r d e r  vas ev idenced  by t h e  speed  w i t h  

which H r .  B a n c r o f t ,  a i d e d  by )(re Hinds, c o u l d  l o c a t e  from 

w i  t h i n  t h e  numerous f i l i n g  c a s e s ,  boxes,  and desk  pigeon- 

h o l e s  any m t e r i a l s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  

A l l  t h e  r e c o r d i r i  s e s s i o n s  took p l a c e  i n  Mr. B a n c r o f t ' s  

room i n  t h e  8-11 house he  and H r s .  B a n c r o f t  have occupied  

s i n c e  they tu rned  o v e r  t h e  b i g  house t o  P h i l i p ,  J r . ,  and 

h i s  fami ly .  The t a s t e f u l  p e r i o d  f u r n i t u r e ,  the  e v e r - p r e s e n t  

v a s e s  of  f l o w e r s ,  t h e  l a r g e ,  c a r e f u l l y - t e n d e d  g a r d e n s  s u r -  

round ing  t h e  house,  and Mrs. B a n c r o f t ' s  a t t r a c t i v e  a f t e r n o o n  

cos tumes ,  a l l  i n d i c a t e d  a h a b i t  of g r a c i o u s  l i v i n g  f i r m l y  

adhered  to.  Family p o r t r a i t s  and J a p a n e s e  p r i n t s  hung on 

t h e  p a l e  ye l low walls of  Mr. B a n c r o f t ' s  room; a t e l e v i s i o n  

s e t ,  a n e a t l y - a r r a n g e d  and a p p a r e n t l y  o f t en -used  desk ,  and 

a r e c o r d  p l a y e r  w i t h  a c o n s t a n t l y  changing p i l e  o f  Books 

Tor t h e  B l i n d  d i s k s  t o l d  something a b o u t  Mr.  anc croft's 
non-farming a c t i v i t i e s .  Outs ide  the  window a young magpie, 

a H o t h e r ' s  Day g i f t  t o  Mrs. B a n c r o f t ,  hammered on the  glass 

f o r  h i s  hand-feeding of hamburger hnd egg and  a speech 

l e s s o n .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  from t h e  l i v i n g  room c o u l d  be heard  

t h e  s i n d i n g  of s e v e r a l  l i t t l e  g i r ls ,  B a n c r o f t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  

and d a u g h t e r s  of employees, r e h e a r s i n g  w i t h  Mrs. Bancrof t  

f o r  a show tne c h i l d r e n  on t h e  farm were p lann ing .  

Mr. d a n c r o f t ,  a s l e n d e r  man wi th  s t e e l - g r e y  h a i r  

p a r t e d  i n  the  middle ,  looked v e r y  much l i k e  h i s  campaign 

p i c t u r e s  of 1938. H i s  memory was s h a r p ,  h i s  comments d i r e c t ,  

h i s  methods of  working e f f i c i e n t ;  on iy  f a i l i n g  e y e s i g h t  and 

a s l i g h t  s t o o p  marked the  p a s s i n g  of e igh ty -one  y e a r s .  Mrs. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































