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Leon Adams 
Leon D. ~d-, kho helped 

create a demand for wine across 
all levels of American society, died 
yesterday of heart failure in San 
Francisco. He was 90. 

He was born in Boston but 
came to California as a child. He 
graduated from the old Polytech- 
nic High School in $an Francisco 
and, in 1923, went to work for the 
old 3an Francisco News, covering 
the University of California at 
Berkeley, where he was enrolled 
as a student. 

He went to Europe for a year, 
and there rekindled an interest W-%K 
wine that began during a brief f ' 
childhood stay in the Valley of the 
Moon where hfs mother made 
wine. When he returned to the 
Bay Area, he was assigned by the 
News to cover the "Prohibition 
beat," since the Eighteenth 
Amendment, barring consump 
tion of alcohol throughout the 
United States, was still in effect. 

In 1928, Mr.' Adams left the : 
News to join the McClatchy papers 
in the Central Valley. Four years , 
later, with Prohibition clearly 
about to be repealed, he founded 
the California Grape Growers 
League with the goal of introduc- , 
ing table wine to Americans. In 
1934, a year after repeal, the group 
became the Wine Institute. 

He also established the Wine 
*Advisory Board and developed a 
training course that educating 
thousands of restaurateurs, retail- 
ers and consumers. 

In 1954, Mr. Adams left the in- 
stitute and published his first 
book, "The Commonsense Book of 
Wine." 

His other books included ''The 
Wines of America," and "Striped 
Bass Fishing on the Pacific Coast." 

Mr. Adams is survived by his 
former wife, Eleanor, of Mill Val- 
ley; four children, Brian Adams of 
Novato, Gerald Adams of San , Francisco, Timothy Rittman Ad- 
ams of Los Angela, and Susan ' 
Campbell Adams of New York 
city. 

Memorial services are pending. 

San F r a n c i s c o  C h r o n i c l e  
September 15, 1995 
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PREFACE 

* 

The California Wine Industry Oral History Series, a 
pro3ect of the Regional Oral History Office, was initiated 
in 1969, the year noted as the bicentenary of continuous 
wine making in this state. It was undertaken through the 
action and with the financing of the Wine Advisory Board, 
and under the direction of University of California faculty 
and staff advisors at Berkeley and Davis. 

The purpose of the series is to record and preserve 
information on California grape growing and wlne making that 
has existed only in the memories of wine men. In some cases 
their recollections go back to the early years of this 
century, before Prohibition. These recollections are of 
particular value because the Prohibition period saw the 
disruption of not only the industry itself but also the 
orderly recording and preservation of records of its 
activities. Little has been written about the industry from 
late in the last century until Repeal. There is a real 
paucity of information on the Prohlbition years (1920-19331, 
although some wine making did continue under supervision of 
the Prohibition Department. The material in this series on 
that period, as well as the discussion of the remarkable 
development of the wine industry in subsequent years (as 
yet treated analytically in few writings) will be of aid to 
historians. Of particular value is the fact that frequently 
several individ-uals have discussed the same subjects and 
events or expressed opinions on the same ideas, each from 
his own point of view. 

Research underlying the interviews has been conducted. 
principally in the University libraries at Berkeley and 
Davis, the California State Library, and in the library of 
the Wine Institute, which has made its collection of in 
many cases unique materials readily available for the 
purpose. 

Three master indices for the entire series are being 
prepared, one of general subjects, one of wines, one of 
grapes by variety. These will be available to researchers 
at the conclusion of the series in the Regional Oral Bistory 
Office and at the library of the Wine Institute. 



The Regional Oral History Office was established to 
tape record-autobiographical interviews with persons who 
have contributed significantly to recent California history, 
The office is headed by Willa K, Baum and is under the 
administrative supervision of James D, Hart, the Director 
of The Bancroft Library, 

Ruth Teiser 
Project Director 
California Wine Industry 
Oral History Series 

1 March 1971 
Regional Oral History Office 
486 The Bancroft Library 
University of California, Berkeley 



INTRODUCTION 

Historians of the post-Repeal California wine industry 
will find Mr. Adams1 interview a gold mine--not only for its 
solid information but also for the implications (stated. and. 
unstated) of many of his assertions. At the start the inter- 
viewer characterized Adams as one who "saw the possibilities 
of the wine ind.ustry in California when very few people d.id., 
and. that you [Ad.ams] more than anyone else went right about 
working on the development of that industry.'' The tone of 
the interview having been thus set, the interviewer and Mr. 
Adams proceed to prove the point (with which, I hasten to add., 
I do not necessarily disagree). It does, however, give a 
speoial flavor and direction to the whole interview. 

Sbarboro's ~am~hlet on temperanoe is given credit as the 
source of Adams' fascination with the wine industry. He 
himself says his career goal was "to civilize American drinking, 
teach Americans to use wine." Mr. Adams thus becomes a 
missionary for wine. Historians may find that he was more 
than just a missionary, and. that his impact on the American 
wine industry extended to much more than just civilizing 
American drinking. 

Mr. Adams has an acute memory for particular people and. 
incid.ents. He often gives us very personal views of events 
from his intimate knowledge of what occurred behind the scenes. 
No one else has the special knowledge of Ad.ams about many of 
these incidents. I am grateful to him, for instance, for 
revealing how Fresno State College got into teaching enology. 

But no one is perfect. Mr. Ad.ams would not object if I 
noted that other points of view than "great" could. be used for 
Henrietta Rancho, Las Palmas, etc. And there is no mention 
of the Mattei Estate or A1 Paul's operation in his list of 
Fresno area wineries. Also I never found Nebbiolo to be a 
fine table wine. Some inad.vertent misconceptions have crept 
in. What the interviewee and interviewer meant by "wine 
bricks" could be two d.ifferent prod.ucts--or if the same, 
different f ram industry practice. What Ad.ams d.isliked. a.bout 
the J. Walter Thompson advertising agency was not observed. by 
other clients, particularly by the wine industry in South 
Africa. But perhaps they learned, from their errors in 
California. 



The historical facts are, however, paramount, Adams' 
antipathy for his boss Cad.dow is clearly delineated- Some 
aspects of their relationship are not clear from the text. 
The story of why Adams left the Wine Institute is well 
documented--even with industry letters, Some things more one 
would like to know, For instance, how did. Adams and. Smith 
select Don McColly as Cad.dow9s successor before Caddow was 
dead? The statement that "I'd never had a boss since my 
seeond city editor, and I never wanted a boss again, So I 
decided. to get out [of the Wine Institute]" explains a good 
deal but probably not all. 

We owe Mr. Adams a d.ebt of gratitude for explaining away 
so many gaps in our knowledge of the origins of the organization 
of the modern California wine industry, He also brings up many 
new problems of the early post-Prohibition period that will 
occupy historians of the California wine industry for years 
and, years. 

On one important aspect Ad.ams is most perueptive, The 
attitude towards wine of many wine prod.ucers in the immed.iate 
post-Repeal period was, to say the least, deplorable, and 
undoubtedly retarded the acquisition of the proper publiu 
relation image of the industry, Adams could do almost anything 
for the California wine industry, but he couldn't get ind.ustry 
members to drink or like wine in public (or private)--and that 
is a fact, As Adams says, "they drink whiskey," or [Setrakian] 
said, "wine is the beverage for skid. row," or "Mr. Di Giorgio ,,. 
never was really interested in wine, only in grapes,.,. II 

On some other subjects the record is far too complicated, 
even for Mr. Adams, Nevertheless, it is a fine record of active 
and glorious years, and Mr. Adams was in the midst of it. At 
times he was the central figure. One gets the feeling that he 
knew he shouldn't be the front man, but he was and probably 
suffered for it, There was no one like him, 

Maynard. A, Amerine 
Professor, Viticulture 
and Enology 

17 January 1974 
101 Wickson Hall 
University of California at Davis 



INTERVIEW HISTORY 

Leon D, Adams was born in Massachusetts in 1905, When he 
was still a boy his family moved to California and lived. for a 
few years on a farm in the Valley of the Moon, where Adams 
apparently had his first experience seeing grapes grown and 
made into wine. During most of his school days he lived in 
San Francisco, then worked on newspapers there and for a time 
attended the University of California at Berkeley, During a 
trip to Europe he first encountered wine's use as a regular 
mealtime beverage, as he explains in the interview. He returned 
to newspaper work in San Francisco, covering among other things 
the grape and wine industry during Prohibition, He recounts 
here the development of his interest in wine and, after Repeal, 
his decision to be a crusad.er for wine, He was involved in 
doing publicity for associations that preceded the Wine 
Institute, and. in the organization of the Wine Institute 
itself and the Mine Advisory Board, He frequently took con- 
troversial stances. 

In 1954 he left the Wine Institute under circumstances he 
describes in the interview, He has since devoted himself to 
lecturing, teaching, consulting and writing, mainly about wine, 

A preliminary discussion of the interview was held. in 
January, 1969, The interview sessions themselves were held. on 
four successive afternoons, December 26 through 29, 1972, just 
after Mr. Adams had. finished. most of the work on his book The 
Wines of America, which was issued. the following spring, The 
sessions were held at his office near the Sausalito waterfront, 
a room full of books, files, pictures and. tobacco smoke. A 
verbal and. self-assured man, Mr. Ad.ams sat at his d.esk and 
reminisced. with enthusiasm. 

The transcript, which required. little editing by the inter- 
viewer, went to Mr. Adams on April 10, 1973. He apparently 
checked it carefully, and. he returned. it on April 23 with some 
rephrasing, a number of additions, and some deletions and 
substitutions. 

Ruth Teiser 
- Interviewer 

28 January 1974 
486 The Bancroft Library 
University of California at Berkeley 



(Interview #1 - December 26, 1972) 

CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY 

Teiser: I'll begin this by putting a statement on the tape: 
Someone told me that you saw the possibilities of 
the wine industry in California when very few people 
did, and that you more than anyone else went right 
about working on the development of that industry. 
So that's why we're interviewing you. Now let's go 
back to the beginning. You were born where and when? 

Adams: I was born February 1, 1905, in a horse-drawn cab on 
the bridge between Cambridge and Boston, Massachusetts. 
My father was a manufacrturer of picture frames and art 
goods in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Teisert What was his name? 

Adams: Nathan Adams. He was born Nathan Abramson on a farm 
near Moscow in Russia. He learned the bookbinding trade 
in that city, and perhaps because of his trade, became 
a bookworm. It was his indoctrination about great 
books (he even named me for Tolstoi) and his respect 
for writers that caused me later to join the journalistic 
profession, the writing profession. 

I attended the primary schools in Cambridge and 
in Somerville, Massachusetts. When I was five or six 
years old my father's factory in Cambridge burned and 
he decided to indulge his dream of becoming a farmer in 
California. He packed the entire family, my mother and 
my two brothers and myself, on the train headed for 
San Francisco where one of my mother's brothers, David 
Lager, lived. Then, leaving us in San Francisco with 
my mother and uncle, he went searching California for a 



Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adms : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teisert  

Adams : 

farm. He f e l l  i n  love with the  Valley of the  Moon, 
Sonoma Valley. And by misfortune he chose a 
combination of vineyard, orchard, and chicken ranch-- 
pr incipal ly  a chicken ranch--in E l  Verano, California. 

We moved there ,  and we l ived  there  f o r  three  
years during which time I helped t o  pick up and s o r t  
eggs and t o  pick Zinfandel grapes. And my mother made 
homemade Zinfandel wine. 

How did she know how? 

Wine making is  one of the  oldest  of home arts, and 
everyone knew how. 

Did she come from Russia too? 

Yes. Wine w a s  made at home. After  three  years my 
fa the r  had learned the  lesson of the  chicken business 
(whioh w a s  our pr incipal  support):  the  prioe of eggs 
goes down more frequently than it seems t o  go up. He 
sold the  farm and moved t o  San Francisco and established 
h i s  business again as a pic ture  frame and art goods 
manufacturer, moving i n  ensuing years from 1278 Post 
S t r ee t  t o  743 Larkin S t r ee t  t o  2526 Lombard Street .  

Did he have a business name? 

H i s  own name, N. Adams. 

You had gone t o  school then f o r  a time at E l  Verano? 

I attended the  E l  Verano Dis t r io t  Sohool. 

And then the  San Francisco schools? 

In San Francisco I attended the Eherson School very 
b r i e f l y ,  then the  Redding School. Then, because I 
w a s  in t r igued with the  name, I attended the  Adams 
Cosmopolitan G r a m m a r  School f o r  my l a s t  year. 

Where w a s  i t ?  

On Eddy Street .  My fa the r  a t  t h a t  point had moved 
h i s  factory from Post S t ree t  t o  715 Van Ness Avenue 
and then t o  743 Larkin Street .  I w a s  not only c loser  
t o  the  Adams School, but was a t t r ac t ed  by its name. 
[Laughs] S i l ly .  And I attended Polytechnic High 
School i n  San Francisco because my fa the r  had taught 



Adams: me and my brothers--he was something of a mechanical 
genius--the use of woodworking tools, and I thought 
I might have a career as a mechanical engineer. 

In my second year in high school I discovered 
that the one thing I wanted more than anything else 
was to Join the staff of the school newspaper, which 
I did. I enrolled in the journalism class and became 
the editor of the school paper, and in my final year 
the editor of the school annual. 

BEGINNING A CAREER IN JOURNALISM 

Adams: I left high soh001 after graduating in three and a half 
years. I had already deoided that I was going to be 
a Journalist. This was at age sixteen. Having read a 
book called Spenoer's News Writin@;, I immediately started 
calling at six o'clock in the morning on the oity 
editors of the afternoon papers, and at six o'clock in 
the evening on the city editors of the morning papers, 
asking for a job as a reporter. No one took me 
seriously except one city editor, Eugene Block of the 
Call and- post. - To him I- ment toned one day that, sinoe 
I had left high school, my school had bought a printing 
press and was-printing the school newspaper. ~ n d  I 
suggested, why don't I write a story about it? He 
offered me twenty-five cents an inch and assigned a 
photographer. My first newspaper story appeared in 
the San Francisco Call and Post. 

Am I going into too much detail? 

Teiser: No, it's fine. 

Adams: That gave me the idea that I could sell more stories, 
so I worked on various features of my own ideas, none 
of which sold. The city editors would put them in 
baskets and forget about them. 

Then, I found that the oity editor of the San 
Francisco Daily news enJoyed my visits. He thought I 
was a cute kid. He used to send me out to buy cigars 
in the morning. One morning he said, "Say, kid, we 
can use a college correspondent. We pay fifteen cents 
an inch. My answer was, "You have a college correspondent 



Adams: beginning immediately," I took the ferry boat and the 
train for Berkeley and enrolled in the University of 
California, This was in 1922, I think it was, the 
fall of '22. 

At fifteen cents an inch I made sufficient money 
because they printed not only little feature stories 
and bits of college news and college scandal, but 
also photographs, 

Teiser: You were doing the photographs? 

Adams: No, I wasn't taking the photographs. I borrowed the 
photographs, You know, campus queens and that sort 
of thing, I was living in San Francisco with my 
father and brothers, and I'd go to the newspaper office 
at six a.m. to deliver stories and then I'd take the 
streetcar and the ferry boat and the train for an eight 
o'clock [class] at Cal. Then I'd spend most of my 
time on campus digging up stories. I often returned 
in the evening to the News office at Ninth and Folsom 
streets to type my stories, 

One night in 1923, early 1923, the city editor, 
Elmer Roessner, and the managing editor whose first 
name I forget but his last name was McKechnie, were 
talking and they turned. to me and said, "Say, kid, 
how'd you like to go to reform schoolPn I said, 
"Certainly." What they wanted was to investigate 
reports that the school was a hell-hole where all 
kinds of brutalities were reportedly being praotioed, 
and that it was also a soh001 for crime. They olaimed 
that I would need my father's permission, 

With my father's reluctant permission I took the 
assumed name of Adam Leopold, and by prearrangement with 
Police Judge Sylvain Lazarus and Superior Judge Louis 
H, Ward, and with the police department detective 
bureau, I pleaded guilty to a charge by my assistant 
city editor, Vidorf Larsen, to attempted burglary and 
was committed until I should become twenty-one years 
of age. I first spent three nights in the county jail, 
the Hall of Justice county jail at Washington and 
Kearney Streets, with a murderer for a cellmate, and 
then was taken in handcuffs to the reform school, the 
Preston School of Industry at Ione, California. I 
served seven weeks there thoroughly investigating the 



Adams: establishment, even purposely getting into a fight 
in order to disobey the officer or the guard, who 
automatically breaks up a fight t3at takes place in 
front of him, in order bo be sentenced to solitary 
confinement--which is a rather depressing ordeal, 
wlthout olothes, and in darkness, with nothing to 
read. 

I spent eleven days in l'solitaryl' listening to 
the howls of my fellow inmates of that particular 
cellblock. I was released in time to be assigned, 
since my time in the soh001 had reached that point, 
to one of the school shops. I was given a choice and 
I took the print shop. For several days I learned to 
set type by hand, although the instructor was drunk 
most of the time. 

By prearranged code I meanwhile let my editors 
know, through my brothers, that it was time to get me 
released. That took a couple of extra weeks. Then I 
wrote a series, which appeared in the News for several 
days at least, beginning on page one.*- 

Teiser: When was that, about? 

Adams: That would have been about 1923. I have clippings 
somewhere at home. This decided me that in my chosen 
writing career I had finally found a cause, and this 
was penology. I was going to reform the reform schools 
and prisons, and for some months I wrote interviews and 
wrote articles in this field and began visiting San 
Quentin prison. 

It didn't take me more than several months to 
learn that a campaign to reform our penological 
institutions would be one of the most frustrating and 
impossible ways to spend my life, and I abandoned this. 
Although from time to time in subsequent years I covered 
all the different aspects of police, crime, prisons, 
prison riots, escapes -- 

Teiser: How long did you continue in San Francisco on the news- 
paper? 

*San Francisco Daily News, July 10, 1923, et seq., "Boys 
Taught Crime at Reform School. " 



Adams: I'd better answer that by changing to another subjeot 
because I continued in the newspaper field in San 
Franoisoo actually until 1937, but wlth an overlapping 
career in between. 

While all this was going on I also was covering 
the Prohibition beat. Wait a minute--when I left the 
reform soh001 it was in mid-semester and there was no 
use going back to college and I dropped out that semester. 

Teiser: Was that beoause you didn't finish your courses? 

Adamst Well, I didn't finish. I went back in the succeeding 
semester (and later for two more semesters), but by then 
I had a full time job. The News had given me a full 
time job at $25 a week when I got out of reform school. 

THE PROHIBITION BEAT 

Adamst That's when I began covering the Prohibition beat. On 
the - News we oovered not only the Prohibition beat but 
the waterfront and the federal courts and the state 
oourts. It was a very interesting experienoe for a 
oub reporter. 

What intrigued me most, I found, was the entire 
subject of alcoholic beverages, and principally their 
misuse. I was especially interested because my father 
was something of a connoisseur of alcoholic beverages. 
I guess it was oognac more than anything else, although 
he also used wines and beers. My father had indootrinated 
us children on the subject of alcoholic misbehavior. 
He had shown us when we were still living in Cambridge 
the drunks lying on the sidewalks and expressed. disgust 
at anyone who overindulged in alcoholic beverages or 
anything else, but especially alcohol. This oarried 
over to when I covered the Prohibition beat. 

Among the most interesting parts of the Prohibition 
beat was the Prohibitionists' offices in the Methodist 
Book Concern building, I remember, the offices of the 
Anti-Saloon League, the state superintendent of which 
was one Reverend Arthur H. Briggs. And in the same 
building the WCl!U, and there was an individual named 
Gels who was in oharge of this. 



Adams : The Prohibitionists interested me much more than 
the bootleggers did. I was then accompanying Prohibition 
agents on raids. I especially enjoyed going to Prohibi- 
tionist meetings, attending ohurohes and listening to 
the hell and damnation and the denunciation. This was 
early in Prohibition, which began in 1920--all very, 
very interesting. 

I had a memory, of oourse, of the latter years 
before Prohibition in San Franoisoo, having lived in 
San Franoisoo and remembering particularly the saloons 
in the Post and Franklin Street neighborhood. The 
saloons with the family entrances. This interested me. 
The wines that were sold in grocery stores. These 
things are all very interesting to me. 

At this point I had two major interests: one, I 
fell in love with the waterfront, the romance of the 
sea, and enjoyed writing waterfront feature stories 
and oovering the incoming ships--ship news; covering 
the waterfront was an important beat in those days. 
And the other was the Prohibition beat. 

Teiser: Did they ever overlap? 

Adams: Well, the rum-runners were of some interest. I remember 
partioularly, the seizure of the rum-runner Quadra by 
the Federals.* That was the biggest of the rum-runner 
ships out of Vancouver, B.C. 

Teiser: Did they run in any wines? Or was that too low-paying 
a commodity? 

Adams: There were products labelled ohampagne, among other 
things, but mostly, of course, it was so-oalled Scotch 
whisky and Canadian whisky. I remember visiting moon- 
shine whisky stills out in the hills of what is now 
Paoifica, south of San Francisco. I went out with the 
Prohibition agents. 

Then of course wine was bootlegged throughout 
San Francisco. The wine was served with meals in 
Italian restaurants. It was usually served in coffee 
cups. 



Teiserr Where did the wine that was bootlegged come from? 

Adams: Some of it came from vineyards in the coast counties, 
from old-time wineries who were legally and supposedly 
out of business, but they were still growing grapes 
and presumably shipping the grapes, selling the 
grapes. But wine came to the restaurants. I later 
had friends who made no particular bones about the 
fact that they still were making wine dwlng Prohibi- 
tion. I mean they had small wineries, and they were 
noted for thelr particttlarly good wines. But some of 
the Italian restaurateurs were making wine themselves 
in their own home basements in North Beach. 

I daily toured the San Francisco waterfront, where 
near the foot of Broadway during vlntage season there 
were trainloads and truckloads of wine grapes for sale. 
As the years got into the mid-twenties this business 
became mechanized, The mechanization consisted of 
having a truck with a grape crusher on it and a pipe. 
One would select hls grapes from trueks or from freight 
cars and then have the truck with the erusher go along- 
side, pour the grapes into the crusher and the crusher 
truck would then go to the individual's home address 
and through the pipe send the must down into the cellar 
or wherever the wine was going to be fermented, This 
was quite a San Pranclsco institution. Of course, 
comparable things were going on in other parts of the 
oomtry but I wasn't witnessing it elsewhere. 

Teiser: Were you aware of the wineries that had permits during 
Prohibition, of any of their wine getting into illegal 
ohannels? 

Adams: In the latter years of Prohibition more than one winery 
man would tell me about another winery man, and after 
Repeal more than one would imply inoidentally in con- 
versation that he had, of course, made and sold wine 
during Prohibition. 

Teiser: Sold wine outside of the legal channels? 

Adams: Yes, of course. 

Teiser: This is something that keeps coming up. It's often 
said that there were only half a dozen wineries in 
California which had Prohibition Bureau permits. I 



Teiser: know there were more than that because I've seen 
records of them. In your experience was it a big 
industry? 

Adamst It was a fairly sizeable industry, yes. 

I will come to some of that, but I'm afraid we'll 
have to splice back--welve interrupted the narrative 
here. Because in 1924 I decided that I had learned 
enough about newspapering to make it necessary to do 
some travelling, to learn more about the world. What 
encouraged me, however, was the faat that when I 
returned to college for my second semester, having 
missed one semester, I had become so involved in news- 
paper work, aovering ship arrivals before dawn and 
interviewing, and writing pseudo-soientific stories 
all over the place, sometimes with the help of Dr. 
Henry F a  Lutz, the Egyptologist and Assyri01ogist~-(I 
wrote my first story on the history of Prohibition at 
that time, and it was a feature story that carried 
around the world. It came back years later in the 
Sunday supplements, about Prohibition in the ancient 
Orient. ) 

Anyway, I worked so hard in the newspaper business 
that I had to neglect my classes and I flunked out a 
second time (but I went back to college later). I 
there and then decided to go to Europe. 

Teiser: Was your family putting any pressure on you to go to 
college? 

Adams: NO. My mother had died when I was ten. My father was 
a very busy character. As a matter of fact, my father 
didn't really believe in a journalistic career. He 
thought that writers were great people but he'd never 
met one. No, it was my idea. 

Teiser: You were pretty well on your own? 

Adams: Oh yes. 



TRAVELS AND BEZlURN TO JOURNALISM 

Adams: Anyway, in order to go to Europe, the only way I could 
afford to go was to get a job on a ship. So, I traipsed 
along the waterfront and I found that I had better 
get some experienoe as a sailor first. So I went to 
what was then called 'the slave market" and signed up. 
The first job I had was as an engine wiper on the old 
Matson liner Matsonia, and I took a trip to the 
Hawaiian Islands. When I returned I felt equipped to 
find a job on another ship, but that didn't work. I 
was told that there were too many people on the beach. 

I heard that some jobs might be had in Los Angeles, 
so I went to San Pedro, in the Los Angeles Harbor that 
is, and managed to get a job there as a workawap-that 
is, a sailor, a deckhand without pay, on the Ward Line - - -  
freighter ~ ~ ~ ~ s t a r ,  whioh was then a tramp ship. But 
unfortunately, while it was going to the Atlantic 
coast, it was going to the Atlantic coast by way of 
Puget Sound. 

My companion at this time was another young reporter 
named John T. Moutoux, who didn't know anything about 
ships, but he thought it would be a great idea to go 
with me. He had come from Tennessee. The water was 
strange to him. Anyway, when the A~wistar reached 
Taooma, Washington, the first mate ordered Moutoux 
and me to scale the ship's boilers. Now, I had learned 
while on the Matsonia that boiler scaling was a good 
way to ruin one's lungs, so we refused to do this, and 
we were beached. 

We then found our way to Vancouver, British 
Columbia, beoause we had heard a rumor that European 
sailors were jumping ship there. And sure enough we 
managed to get jobs as leicht matrosen on the Hamburg- 
America Line freighter Hessen, bound for Hamburg. 

Teiserr Oh, you went to Germany? 

Adams: No, I didn't yet. When the Hessen reached San Francisco 
I went ashore and telephoned, trying to reaoh my father, 
and I learned that he was extremely ill, whereupon I 
had to leave the ship, muoh to the objection of the first 
mate. He threatened first,to put me in irons, but upon 



Adams: learning that I knew newspaper people who would let 
this fact and situation be known, he freed me and let 
me go. My pay was $12 a month, incidentally, American. 

Well, having said goodbye to all my friends on 
my way to Europe I wasn't going back to the News to 
get back on the staff, [laughs] and I learned through 
the grapevine that the Marysville Demoorat, Marysville, 
California, needed a reporter. I hurried to Marysville 
and got the job and worked there for a few months, 
visiting my father at various sanatoria in the Bay Area 
whenever I collld. My father died later in about mid- 
year. 

So I enlisted my brother Emil--we'd saved a little 
money from our respective salaries--and we decided to 
pay our way to Europe, in steerage of course. So we 
went on the old Panama Pacific liner Kroonland in 
steerage to New York, and from there to Europe on the 
Royal Mail liner Orbita, landing in Southhampton. 

I was less interested in the British Isles than 
the Continent. But what impressed me when we arrived 
in France was that while in the British Isles and in 
1'Havre and Rouen we had seen people drunk, we didn't 
find anyone drunk in Paris or in the Champagne district 
or in southern France, exoept visiting Americans and 
British and Scandinavians. This was extremely interest- 
ing to me., And having been interested in wines already, 
I did a thorough job of sampling the wines and beers of 
the area and actually visited a few vineyards, but 
then continued on to Germany and Austria, Hungary, 
Yugoslavia and then Italy. 

I was running out of money and found it necessary 
to find our way back. 

Teiser: You didn't try to go to Russia to see your ancestral -- ? 

Adams: No, we were running out of money. While in Rome shopping 
for ways to get home with what little money I had left, 
I learned that a bargain trip home--not only a bargain, 
but also a bargain in travel--could be had by joining 
at Palermo, Sicily, one of the Italian liners. (I'm 
trying to remember the name of the Italian line, that 
particular Italian line.,) It would have cost much more 
to buy a passage from France to New York on this ship 



Adams: than to board it at Palermo at the bargain price offered 
to Italians, So we found our way to Palermo and boarded 
there, and then the ship took us back to Naples and back 
to Marseilles. Of course, this was an Italian ship and 
I learned quite a bit about wine beaause for nineteen days 
the beverage was wine, and people like to talk about 
wine, 

From Italy I wrote my editor in San Francisco that 
I was coming home. And at my address--I think it was 
American Express, Marseilles--I found a letter saying, 
"You have a job as soon as you returneH I went baak to 
the News and became more or less the star young reporter 
on the paper, And a year or so later I was highly 
flattered to receive an offer from the San Franaisco 
Bulletin, Of course, this I couldn't resist and I 
thought it would be a good idea to get more experience 
on more newspapers. 

I forgot to mention that while in Europe I of 
course had a aamera and was taking pictures and selling 
stories to the NEA Service. That's the Newspaper 
Enterprise Association, My best story was about dueling 
in Hungary, I tried to see Admiral Horthy who was then 
regent, but without success--which is natural. 

Anyway on the Bulletin I became a general assign- 
ment and rewrite man and also marine editor--that was 
my title. I had the title of marine editor, And I 
pursued my waterfront hobby, writing three entire series 
of articles based on old sailing ships' logs, These 
articles were published in other newspapers as far off 
as St. John, New Brunswiok. This is when I also beoame 
well acquainted with the wine grape situation down on 
the waterfront, 

Teisert Did you become acquainted with some of the people who 
were operating the -- 7 

Adams: With several, I wrote some feature stories about wine 
made from frozen grapes, That was one of the artioles 
that I wrote, one I particularly remember. 

Teisert Why did they have them frozen? 

Adams: Well, there was a former Greek vintner who was great 
friends with an Italian old-time winemaker in San 
Franoisco, who thought he had really invented something: 
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the idea that instead of using fresh grapes you could 
buy frozen grapes by the barrel and make wine in your 
home at any time of year. That was when I got better 
aoquainted with that part of town. 

What happened about the frozen grapes? 

I don't remember. 

It didn't work, I gather. 

Well, I'm sure it worked. I mean there's no question 
that you can make wine out of frozen grapes. But I 
don't remember tasting the wine. 

But it didn't become a commercial success? 

No, it didn't. 

I particularly remember having become acquauted 
at that time with Greek brandy, that anise-flavored 
brandy called ouzo. 

At about this time I had a friend covering 
the waterfront with me, named Robert Layton Smith. He 
was assigned to the waterfront beat by the Call, the 
San Francisco Call and Post. (This has to do with the 
Wine Institute history, by the way.) He used to travel 
with me covering the waterfront. I was, unfortunately, 
the leader. Smith had come from the State of Washington. 
He was not enthusiastic about the newspaper business, 
and I was. We became very good friends, and Smith 
said that the next step from the newspaper business is 
the advertising and publicity business, that the news- 
paper business wasn't sufficiently important for a man 
to spend his entire career. I thought this over. About 
this time I encountered the book by Edward L. Bernays, 
who was the brother-in-law or son-in-law, I've forgotten 
which, of Freud. Edward Bernays of Mew York. A book 
called Propagand.a. 

So, you read Propaganda? 

I read Propaganda, and I fear that it changed my life 
because it decided me that newspapering was just a high- 
grade kind of gossiping and. that I wanted to do something 
important with my life, and I would become a propagandist 
if I could find a cause. 



Adams : Well, this was enough to encourage Mr. Robert 
Layton Smith, who promptly went down to 111 Sutter 
Street, then known as the Hunter-Dulin Building, and 
rented an office. [Laughs] He rented an office and 
said, nWe are now partners in the Pacific Advertising 
Staffan I was to find the clients and Smith was to 
do the advertising and the publicity. And I in my 
spare time was to help. And we were partners. 

Teiser: What year was this? Do you remember? 

Adams: It would have been probably 1927. I promptly found 
Mr. Smith some steamship clients, and he got a building 
and loan association client at San Jose, and there 
were some hotel clients, including one in the Sonoma 
wine country, and in my spare time I would do some of 
this kind of writing. But religiously keeping it 
separate from my work on the Bulletin. 

Then Smith took on an additional partner and 
finally a fourth partner, and this was becoming much 
too much. At that point I had learned that the 
McClatchy chain of newspapers, the "Bee# (there was 
the Saoramento Bee, the Fresno a, and the Modesto 
News-Herald) were looking for someone to manage their 
San Franoisco news bureau. A man named Ashton--I 
forget his first name--was quitting or retiring, I 
don't remember whioh, and this was a job that would be 
a full-time responsibility but one could still have his 
own work outside--the MoClatchys would have no objections. 

I was interviewed by H.R. McLaughlin, the managing 
editor of the Fresno Bee, and then by the late Carlos 
K. MoClatchy, who was then running the Fresno Bee. 
There was no question that they had found the ideal 
person [laughs]. I'd found a way to beoome a propagandist 
supported by part-time newspapering. 

I had two employees, a teletype punoher and a cub 
reporter assistant. When I joined, the office was just 
moving from the United Press offioe on Ninth Street 
to the Assooiated Press offioe at 812 Mission Street. 
In other words, two floors above the Bulletin office. 
That is how I learned about the McClatchy thing, being 
neighbors. 



Adams : This was a great deal of fun. I covered every- 
thing of any interest in the San Francisco Bay Area 
involving what subsequently became oalled and still 
is oalled "HcClatchyland." Now McClatchyland extends 
from northernmost and easternmost California to the 
Tehachapi, and, it even covers some coast counties, 
Napa and some af Sonoma. One of the big stories, 
especially for the Fresno Bee, was anything to do with 
grapes. 

THE CALIFORNIA VINEYARDISTS ASSOCIATION 

Adams: The Assooiated Press office and my MaClatchy bureau 
meanwhile moved to the Chronicle Building at Fifth and 
Mission Streets, I've forgotten Just when. I found 
that one of the places I espeoially had to cover was 
the California Vineyardists Association at 85 Seaond 
Street. In the late twenties various attempts were 
being made to save the much-depressed grape industry of 
California. 

Now when Hoover was elected in 1928, part of his 
campaign was his Federal Farm Relief plan, and 85 Second 
Street became the center of everything to be done to 
save the grape industry. 

So in the late '20s and early '309, oovering the 
California Vineyardists Association offioe, I beaame 
well acquainted with Harry Arthur Caddow. I had written 
feature stories about grape by-produots. He was in 
charge of the by-products division--or department, I 
forget which--of the CVA. And I later became acquainted 
with the managing director of the CVA, Donald D. Conn. 
This began about the time of Hoover's election. 

The CVA was formed in 1926. I'll tell you its 
story in a moment. Well, I may as well start at this 
point. I learned much of its story subsequently, you 
see, as I beaame acquainted with the various factors. 
What started it was the deep depression of the grape 
industry after the market bust of 1925. To go back 
a little earlier, when Prohibition became the law, 
many of the growers of wine grapes thought this was 
the end, and they pulled the vines of their finer grape 



Adams: varieties, and they soon learned about shipping-grapes, 
the coarse varieties with thick skins, that shipped 
well. People wanted to buy grapes to make wine. 

The most valuable of all the shipping-grapes was 
the Alicante Bouschet, because it has thick skin and 
has dark Juice which enables the home winemaker or 
bootlegger to add water and sugar and stretch it to 
hundreds of gallons per ton. Now the people who had 
Alicantes, and for that matter any other grape variety, 
began to prosper when the Juice-grape business boomed. 
I am told that began as early as 1920, about 1921, '22, 
'23, '24. The growers became rich. Prohibition was a 
bonanza for these growers. And of course, with the 
heavy tonnage of grapes in the San Joaquin Valley and 
especially around Fresno, Fresno became the oapitol of 
the Juice-grape business. It also, of course, had 
good railroad service. 

NOW, Harry Caddow had come from the railroad 
business. From Caddow and many others in the fresh- 
grape-shipping business (which also by the way was 
headquartered at 85 Second Street and I think it was 
the Pacific Fruit Exchange that was headquartered there) 
I used to hear these stories, and I covered many of 
these stories about the grape industry and about 
regulating the shipments. There was a shortage of 
refrigerator freight cars. In fact, the right to use 
an empty refrigerator car, which someone else had 
reserved, brought as much money sometimes as you'd 
figure the grapes were worth. The car shortage was 
acute. 

Now Herbert Hoover, when he was Secretary of 
Commerce, was among those who received complaints about 
the shortage of refrigerator oars. I'm not certain of 
the details here. I long had the impression that it 
was partly Herbert Hoover who assigned to the study of 
this problem a railroad executive named Donald Do Conn. 
I heard this story from grape industry leaders. I 
particularly remember Burton A. T o m e  of Ladi, and the 
head of the California Grape Clearing House at 85 Second 
Street, Wilmer Sieg, and people whose faces I remember 
but whose names escape me now. 

I haven't told you the really good story here. 
The American Railway Association--if my memory is clear 



Adamst who it was--answered the b i t t e r  complaints of the  grape 
growers and shippers by going t o  work t o  solve the 
re f r igera tor  ca r  shortage, and f o r  t h i s  p.1;Lrpose Donald 
Conn was assigned t o  California t o  survey the problem. 
One of h i s  a s s i s t an t s  w a s  Harry Caddow. Another w a s  
Leo C. Honohan, who had some connection--I forget  what 
h i s  experience w a s ,  but some connection as a young 
Washington bureaucrat, and he might have been assigned 
from the  Department of Commerce. I don't know where 
the records of t h a t  would be. This great  study w a s  
made, and Conn and h i s  ass i s tan ts  formulated the--and 
t h i s  i s  a proper name, with capi ta l  le t ters-- the 
California Grape C a r  Plan. The California Grape C a r  
Plan w a s  a method of a l l o t t i n g  re f r igera tor  cars  t o  
various shipping points and t o  the various people who 
used them. Up t o  tha t  time the Armenian colony i n  
Fresno were ge t t ing  r i ch  from the  high prices at which 
t h e i r  grapes sold i n  eastern markets. Because of the  
ca r  shortage, grapes were scarce i n  the E a s t  and grape 
prices there  continued t o  r ise .  The gathering of 
Armenian grape shippers i n  the lobby of the  Californian 
Hotel i n  Fresno w a s  referred t o  as "the rug peddlers 
ge t t ing  rich." They were buying Cadillaos f o r  t h e i r  
children and so on, from the p ro f i t s  of re f r igera tor  
cars  loaded with Muscats and other grapes f o r  the  boot- 
legging and home wine making t rade going east. 

The California Grape C a r  Plan w a s  t o  straighten 
out t h i s  mess, where people were bribing others t o  l e t  
them have a car  here and a car  there. In  1925 the 
Plan went in to  effect  and suddenly there  were plenty 
of r e f r ige ra to r  cars. That is when the grape market 
went bust. Too many grapes were shipped eas t ,  and I 've 
heard t h i s  f r o m  many individuals. ( I  wasn't writing 
about it i n  1925; I wrote about it i n  l a t e r  years.) 

There were more grapes than the buyers wanted t o  
buy, and they s t a r t ed  t o  r o t  waiting i n  the auction 
markets. That's when the  bottom dropped out of the 
market. The expression on the par t  of the shipper was 
t h a t  h i s  car  "returned red ink;" he got back "red inkw 
f o r  h i s  grapes. 

Teiser: So Conn did too good a job. 

Adams: Presumably. The place t o  look f o r  s to r i e s  about the 
grape industry i s  i n  the f i l e s  of the  Fresno &, more 



Adamst of it there than any plaoe else. You'll find it 
because all this was big, big news in Fresno. The 
MoClatchy News Service had a forty-word-a-minute 
teletype and the news was so heavy we later had to 
increase it to a sixty-word machine. Some of the news 
was about various efforts to regulate the shipments 
of fresh grapes to keep from flooding the markets. 
A grape-shipment clearinghouse was headquartered at 
85 Second Street, and the CVA had a great deal to do 
with this. But in the meantime Donald Conn went -- 

NOW, wait a minute, I'm losing track of this. 
I have to switch back chronologioally. The grape 
industry needed a czar. That's what the grape industry 
felt it needed. There were editorials in the San 
Franoisoo papers. I particularly remember in the San 
Francisco Chronicle, a cartoon of a cat, the "Mus-cat," 
whioh was making the trouble for the poor grape growers. 

It was necessary to do something about the grape 
industry, and that was why the California Vineyardists 
Assooiation was formed. The idea of the Vineyardists 
Association was to find other outlets for the grape 
surplus. At the University of California Professor 
William V. Cruess was a principal source of encourage- 
ment on this subjeot. And I wrote some articles about 
him. He worked in the Mvision of Fruit Products of 
the University at Berkeley, which was really a left-over 
from Professor Hilgardls* original vinioultural and 
enological project started in 1880. Professor Cruess 
originated such products as "raisin-aden and--oh, I'd 
have to look in my files for some of the things he 
originated, but that's one that stioks in my mind. 

There also were efforts, of course, to develop a 
California fresh grape juice industry, but it was soon 
evident that vinifera grapes do not have the high 
flavor that makes the fresh grape juice of native 
Concords such a popular breakfast drink. I remember 
now, they were also going to make paper out of grape 
stems. All sorts of by-products. And I used to write 
these stories. Well, the grape industry, they felt, 
needed a czar. And it was Herbert Hoover who recommended 
the boss of the Grape Car Plan, Donald Conn, to be 
that czar. 

*Eugene W. Hilgard 



Adams : The California State Chamber of Commerce was 
involved in encouraging the organization of the CVA 
to raise funds with various assessments, so muoh per 
lug box--I've forgotten what the structure was, You 
might find that in the Conn Report ,* how they collected 
the money, Burton Towne and other grape industry 
leaders, inoluding it seems to me at one point perhaps 
K. Arakelian, and Joseph (Dl Giorgio, Joined at various 
times in promoting the CVA membership and were involved 
in payments for memberships at various rates based on 
shipments on grapes, 

Teisert Oh, I see. But there were lots of little members 
apparently, 

Adams: Ohyes, 

Teisert What evidenee do you have that Herbert Hoover directly 
backed Conn? It's been said to me that Conn m- 
represented himself as a spokesman for Herbert Hoover, 

Adams: Leo Monohan, who may still be around, would know, but 
goodness knows where he is, (One way to find out is 
to talk to Mrs. Eleanor Caddow,**I could ask her on 
the telephone where Leo is,) But I seem to remember 
Leo Monohan telling me this, and Harry Caddow mentioned 
it many times, It seems to me that Burton Towne said 
so--but Conn also told me. Conn was a great promoter, 
as you will soon see, And he operated like a promoter 
at 85 Second Street, in various departments, including 
the women's department, Among other things, the 
various ways to use grapes in oooking, and this sort 
of thing, The flood of material out of 85 Second was 
considerable. 

Meanwhile, there were grape industry mass meetings 
all over the state, none of whiah I ever attended, but 
I heard the stories many times, You wlll find in Alice 
Hobart's The Cup and the Sword some reference to the 
battles among the various faators in the grape industry 
in the San Joaquin Valley, They involved the use of 
what people called the wnight-riders,v Now I don't 
remember on which side the wnight-ridersw were, whether 

**Mrs. Henry A. Cadd.ow 



Adams: they were pro or con the CVAo But there were battles 
in the valley. 

When Alioe was writing The Cup and the Sword she 
would ask me for various bits of research data, and 
I hired a reporter down in the San Joaquin Valley to 
do this research. She liked the "night-riders" story 
and I don't know where the files are on this, but he 
dug up the police and newspaper on the "night-riders." 
I wasn't involved in this otherwise* 

Anyway there were pros and. cons in reference to 
the CVA, I do not know what the issues were. Besides 
paying money there was the matter of regulating 
shipments. One of the CVA purposes, of course, was 
to have a sound regulation of fresh grape shipments. 
That was a pretty hot subject. 

FEDEBAL FARM BOARD AID TO TRE GRAPE INDUSTRY 

Adams: With Hoover's election, one of the first things that 
oocupied us in California was Federal Farm Board 
relief for the grape industry* (interruption) All 
stops were pulled and everyone went to work, and it 
was all between Washington, Fresno, and. 85 Second 
Street, San Francisco. A leader at this particular 
point was a very fine gentleman named Frederick J, 
Koster. Koster was president of the California Barrel 
Company. He was headquartered in the Shell Building. 
He was president or past president of the California 
State Chamber of Commerce, which had helped to form 
the CVA and which assigned its president, Koster, to 
help save the grape industry." That is, the Federal 
Farm Board meant money, federal money. 

Meetings began at 85 Second Street on various 
Federal Farm Board grape programs. This was when I 
beoame additionally acquainted with grape industry 
leaders because I was covering these meetings. I 

"For additional recollections of Frederick Jo Koster, 
see p. 27, and brief references as indexed. 



Adams : 

Teiser: 

A d m s  : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

represented the newspapers most directly concerned. 
I had to get acquainted with these people. Suoh 
individuals as [A.] Setrakian, Dl Giorgio, Burton 
Tome--let me think of some of these characters-- 
Arthur Tarpey, Secondo Guasti, Jr., Walter Sink of 
Cloverdale, various people out of Lodi. I'd have 
to look at a list of names. 

It wasn't just the valley people? 

No, they tried to involve everyone. The CVA had good 
membership in the coastal wine districts. I don't 
remember whether the Wentes came to these meetings or 
not. The big growers were at these various meetings. 
This is when I first met Setrakian. He represented 
a segment down in that area. 

What did he look like? 

Well, you met him. 

Yes, but what did he look like then? 

He hasn't changed very much. I saw him after he was 
ill; I saw him within the past year down at Jack's 
Restaurant. lie hasn't changed very much. He's just 
shrivelled a bit. 

Can you describe him? 

Well, he's a little man, that's all. A little olive- 
complexioned man. He always seemed to be very sure of 
himself. I remember in the late '20s he used to make 
speeches at these meetings. That's all I recall. 

He used to make speeches a3 meetings down in Fresno? 

And in these meetings at 85 Second Street. I remember 
on a number of occasions stopping him, among other 
people, asking what's happened at such and such a 
meeting, because I wasn't admitted inside the stabiliza- 
tion meetings. And Setrakian would seldom tell me 
anything. Connls secretary, Jack Bellenger, was my 
best source of information that I recall. 

Was Conn a man who had very loyal people around him? 



Adams: Bellenger was. Bellenger later--I forget whether he 
murdered someone or what. There was some grave 
involvement with the polioe, but I don't remember 
what it was, That was subsequently. My memory is 
that the men around Conn had little respect for him, 
other than Bellenger. Neither did. I have any respect 
for him. He was a promoter. 

By the way, that's when I first met Paul Garrett. 
He was one of the most important single factors in 
the grape industry, even though he was a New Yorker, 
Actually he was really a North Carolinian. The story 
of Paul Garrett is in my book," by the way, and it's 
nowhere else. Paul Garrett was the person behind the 
idea offered in the stabilization meetings that one 
of the ways to save the grape industry with Federal 
Farm Board money was to make grape oonoentrate and 
sell it in cans for home wine making, 

Garrett uas travelling baok and forth between 
his place in Brooklyn and his wlnery and vineyard at 
Cucamonga, the Mission Vineyard Winery (where he was 
making concentrates and Virginia Dare wine tonic). 
It was Garrett who thought of making concentrate."" 
The CVA was having trouble colleoting from its 
membership, enrolling members and collecting from 
them. Its dues or assessment structure apparently 
wasn't sound. I was subsequently told by a number of 
people it was "too voluntary." And Conn was not too 
popular in the growers1 mass meetings that he attended. 
He was often heckled at these various meetings, He 
was a city slicker making speeches at farmers' meetings, 
telling them about their salvation. Well, they knew 
how much his salary was, which I recall started at 
$2j,000 or some such figure. It went up in five 
thousand dollars a year stages. 

Teiser: It was a five-year contract? 

*The Wines of America, Boston: Houghton-Mifflin 
Company, 1973- 

**For additional recollections of Paul Garrett, see 
pp, 39-40 and. other mentions as indexed. 



Adams: That's it. It was a five-year contract and the salary 
went up in five-thousand dollar stages. Anyway, the 
fact of his salary and that he was a city slicker 
didn't help muoh.* 

FRUIT INDUSTRIES AND THE ROSSIS 

Adams: Fruit Industries was formed as an offshoot of CVA, 
with Conn as managing director. And the upshot of 
the Federal Farm Board money was that it was loaned 
not to Fruit Industries, in particular, which wanted 
most of the money, But, I repeat, it was Garrett's 
idea for Fruit Industries to make the concentrate. 
The upshot was that the Federal Farm Board money was 
mostly loaned to the Snnmaid Raisin Growers. 

Millions of dollars were loaned by California 
banks and by the Federal Farm Board to Sunmaid Raisin 
Growers and to Fruit Industries. Now, to find out 
in which years which items, I would have to review 
the files of the Fresno for each fall season, or 
each late summer season. I wrote the stories, but I 
don't remember them year by year by year. But I 
remember Carlos MoClatohy being on the telephone, and 
he wouldn't even use the teletype sometimes with a big 
grape story, and they were holding the edition, you 
see, for this big story of what did they do in this 
particular meeting, 

Well, Fruit Industries was--that was 1929, I 
believe, 

Teiser: It was formed, yes, in January, 1929. 

Adamst Its name was first Fruit Industries, Ltd, And the entity, 
Fruit Industries, ohanged two or three times subsequently. 
In which years is a question I wish I could answer-- 
I might find it if I really dug in some notes. And 

*For additional recollections of Donald D, Conn and the 
California Vineyardists Association, see pp, 27-30 and. 
32-34. 



Adams: at the by-products division of the CVA or Fruit 
Industries, I don't know which, Dr. John Eoff was 
reoruitedandput to work in a laboratory across the 
street from 85 Second Street. And I remember visiting 
that laboratory. He was working on various grape by- 
products. I particularly remember this because Dr. 
Eoff subsequently went to Canada, to the Bright's 
Winery near Niagara Falls, Ontario, to improve the 
quality of their wines. I remember this particularly. 

Fruit Industries was a merger of large California 
wineries which had continued operating during Prohibition 
under government permit, and the Garrett company wineries 
in the Finger Lakes district of New York, including 
at least one at Penn Yan, New York, and the Garrett 
and Company plant at Brooklyn, New York, which was [Paul] 
Garrett's headquarters. Although he spent a great deal 
of time up in the Finger Lakes district, presumably I 
suppose at Penn Yan. 

Teiser: So, Fruit Industries, you were saying, was a merger of 
companies that were operating during that period. 

Adams: Yes. I'll list them as well as I can from memory: 
the California Wine Association; the Italian Vineyard 
Company at Guasti; the California Grape Products 
Company, which had vineyards and wlneries up in Napa 
County; Colonial Grape Products Company, which had a 
winery at Cordova Vineyards (that's not far from Mills, 
California). I don't think Italian Swiss Colony was 
then a member, but it was involved in this because it 
had not yet gotten itself free from the California Wine 
Association at that particular time. The California 
Wine Association was for many years in process of 
liquidation. Its executive was Almond B e  Morrow, 
whose office was at 85 Second Street, and its properties 
included the great wlne depot at Winehaven at Point 
Richmond, California, and the Schilling cellar on 
Minnesota Street, San Francisco." 

It was during this time that I became well 
acquainted with the Rossi brothers. But the Rossi 
brothers, that's Edmund and Robert, his twin brother, 

*For addition recollections of Pruit Industries, see 
PO 30-31. 

**See also Edmund A. Rossi, Italian Swiss Colony and 
the Wine Industry, an interview in this series completed 
in 1971. 



Adams: a t  t h a t  time were operating as the  A s t i  Colony. I 
believe the  address w a s  57 Broadway, San Francisco. 
They were i n  the  grape juice and grape conoentrate 
business. A t i ny  sketch of the  Bossi operation was 
t h a t ,  i n  the  manner of F ru i t  Industr ies,  they employed 
servioe men. And among t h e i r  service  men were the  
P i o l i  brothers. One w a s  named Victor; I don't 
remember the  name of the  other. The Bossis would s e l l  
a household t h e i r  grape juice o r  grape concentrate, 
and the  P i o l i s  would then go t o  the buyer's home and 
presumably i n  the  basement would make wine, and very 
good wine. 

The P i o l i  brothers,  subsequently, a f t e r  Repeal, 
formed the  Original Old King Cole Winery i n  San 
Francisco. They were just  b o t t l e r s  a t  t h a t  time, 
but they sold  some of the  best  b o t t l e r  wines i n  the 
San Francisco area. That's fu r the r  evidence t h a t  they 
were good winemakers. 

Teiser: T e l l  me, what w a s  Robert Bossi l i k e ?  Was he d i f fe ren t  
from Edmund Rossi? 

Adams: They were very much alike. It took two of them t o  be 
one e n t i r e  person. [mughs] They had connecting 
telephones and a conversation with one w a s  a conversation 
with both. Even on the  telephone as well as i n  person. 

The Rossis, who were most generous with time and 
enJoyed ta lk ing  t o  anyone who had an appreciation of 
wine, and I became friends. And it w a s  Edmund Rossi 
who loaned me, i n  the l a t e  '209, some of the  l i t e r a t u r e  
of the pre-Prohibition [period] and I t a l i a n  Swiss 
Colony, and t o l d  me the  h i s tory  of the  Colony. And 
the  par t iou la r  piece t h a t  changed my l i f e  w a s  a 
propaganda booklet by Andrea Sbarboro, the  founder of 
I t a l i a n  Swiss Colony." 

I n  t h i s  booklet Sbarboro wrote of wine as the  
temperate beverage, and I don't remember i f  it w a s  
a l l  h i s  own language, but he described it i n  e f feo t  
as the  preventive of alooholism. A t  t h i s  point there  
I w a s  with my par tner  Smith taking up some of my time -- 

+The F i ~ h t  f o r  True Temperance, see a l s o  p. 66 



Adams t I forgot to mention thist the WcClatchys always 
said to me, "You can do anything you want with your 
time, take care of your own business as long as your 
first responsibility is to us. We don't care what 
you do with the rest of your time, you uan have your 
assistant do your work, but we rely on you." If they 
wanted something important they called me and not my 
assistant. So there I was, I had been handling many 
different kinds of acaounts with Smith,noneof which 
interested me very much except a few politiaal oampaigns. 
I joined in managing some political campaigns, some 
statewide, and never lost a campaign. I was briefly 
intrigued with politics, but then realized that someday 
I'd lose a campaign and then I wouldn't like it. So 
I deaided that I didn't want to be in politics any more, 

I do remember this, however, that in 1932 the 
Democrats assigned me the California publicity campaign 
for Roosevelt for President. They assigned it to me 
one day and the following day Jerry Scanlon unearthed 
the fact that I had been a registered Republican, 
[Laughs] So Jerry Scanlon was assigned to it. That 
was a very narrow escape, I'm afraid my aareer might 
have been politics, That group of Democrats, 
inuidentally, lost to the Garner group backed by 
Hearst, and Jerry Scanlon had a tough time collecting 
his fee. This was all for the Pacific Advertising 
Staff, I might mention. Jerome Politzer was the 
Democrat who proposed me, in terms of myself rather than 
my firm, but it would have been my firm. 

FINDING CAUSE 

Adarns: Anyway, the Sbarboro booklet answered my quest. I was 
looking for a cause. There I found the cause. I would 
teach Americans to drink light wine with meals, and 
this went back to my childhood and my experience in 
Europe and so on. And I became gradually fascinated 
with wine. 

Another thing entered besides this; I went 
library-hunting for books about wine. And the book 
which brought this together with Sbarboro's booklet 
and influenued me was Hedges-Butler, Wine and the Wine 



Adams: Lands of the World, h i s  respect f o r  wine--wine as the 
great  c iv i l ized  beverage, the cultured beverage and 
so on. But anyway tha t  w a s  it. 

This w a s  about 1931 o r  thereabouts and the Rossis 
and other old-time wine people--oh, and I should add 
Frederick J. Koster, who w a s  the chairman of the  
California Grape Stabi l izat ion Board. H i s  background 
w a s  wine also. H i s  fa ther ,  Koster to ld  me, had a 
vineyard with what Frederick always sa id  were some of 
the  f i n e s t  white wines i n  California, on the  western 
slope of M t .  Hamilton. Anyway, Koster and I beoame 
good friends. He influenced me too. He and the Rossis, 
i n  par t icu lar ,  were convinced tha t  Prohibition would 
not last. So I thought t h i s  is  going t o  be my oampaign. 
With Rooseveltfs e lect ion t h i s  then, of course, became 
obvious 

THE CONN BEPORT 

Adams: 1'11 just  stop now and t e l l  you the s tory  about M r .  
Corm. One day, I think it w a s  probably by telephone, 
Donald Conn wanted t o  see me. He knew tha t  I w a s  pa r t  
owner of a f i r m  i n  the publici ty and advertising 
business. I went down t o  see him at  85 Second S t ree t  
and he to ld  me he had a writing assignment f o r  me, and 
t h a t  w a s  t o  help t o  write h i s  f i n a l  report  of the CVA. 

Teiser: He called it h i s  f i n a l  report? 

Adams: Yes. And t h i s  didn' t  make very much sense t o  me. It 
took some fu r the r  questioning u n t i l  M r .  Conn f i n a l l y  
became frank about it. He s a i d . ,  "I want t h i s  t o  make 
news, and t h a t ' s  where you come in. I want the news 
t o  carry across the United Sta tes  because I ' m  leaving 
the CVA and I want people t o  know i n  my next position, 
I want my next position t o  r e su l t  from the publici ty 
t h a t  t h i s  report  w i l l  reaeive." This intrigued me. 
He w a s  asking me with my typewriter t o  get  him a new 
job. [Laughs] 

Teiser: Is t h a t  r e a l l y  r i g h t ?  



Adams: Exactly. He didn't use precisely those words, but 
there was no question about it. And I spoke to him 
frankly in those terms and I spent a great deal of 
time with Conn. I got acquainted with his family, 
went down to his home and so on, and listened to more 
of his background. And it seemed to me that the only 
way for his report to make the kind of news that would 
carry across the United States would be to inject 
something newsy. 

I said to Mr. Conn, 'How would you like to aocuse 
the Hoover administr~tion--1'11 give you the key word-- 
of betrayin& the grape industry?" Conn said, "Well, 
I don1 t know about that." I said, "Well, thatlll get 
yon the headlines. After all, the story is--and I was 
there when it happened--that you had Vine-Glo." (And 
I haven't told you this story yet. Dear me, dear me. 
It was the Hoover administration that put a stop to 
Vine-Glo, the grape conoentrate that was going to be 
the salvation of the grape industry. The Hoover 
administration, under pressure from the Drys, put a 
stop to it. So they did betray the grape industry.) 

So Conn said, HI1ll have to talk to Mabel. " Well, 
I had become acquainted wlth Mabel Walker Willebrandt, 
who at the suggestion of the very wise and clever Paul 
Garrett had been hired at the beginning of the Vine-Glo 
matter (which I'm coming back to) to be legal counsel 
to Fruit Industries. But Mabel had always been shy of 
newspaper people and she naturally didn't trust me, 
particularly when Conn told her one day what I was 
saying--that the only thing that would make nationwide 
news was the word betrayal. 

I still remember the day, also at 85 Second Street, 
when Conn was not having much success. He called me 
into the office where Mabel was sitting and we had it 
out. I had to tell Mrs. Willebrandt that there was no 
sense whatever in my helping with this report unless 
the word betrayal got into it. I said, "It has to get 
into the report. That's the only thing that will 
accomplish Connls purpose of publicity. Moreover, as 
a newspaper man I can tell you the word betrayal is 
entirely justified by the faot that it oc~urred.~ And 
Mabel finally said, "O.K." She changed a few words in 
that paragraph of the report, but the word betrayal 
stayed in there. 



Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

I then went back t o  my of f ice  i n  the Chronicle 
Building. I used t o  work day and night; t ha t ' s  how 
I was able t o  oarry on a l l  my d i f fe rent  ao t iv i t ies .  
I wrote the  story,  and I not only wrote the s tory but 
I plaoed it, knowing how the wire servioes operated. 
A t  t ha t  time there were four main wire services, AP, 
UP, INS, and Universal, and I knew t h e i r  relay points 
and so on. So I wrote the  s tory  f o r  advance re lease 
and supplied it t o  the relay points i n  the newswire 
networks at places l i k e  Kansas C i ty  and Chicago. I 
had the whole s tory placed with advance release times 
at these relay points so it would go all the way eas t ,  
not just stop i n  California, the  origination point,  
o r  a t  Kansas City.  

The s tory  you're speaking of is the summary of the 
report? 

The s tory of Connls f i n a l  report. 

That w a s  presumably based upon the report. 

Here it is. Let's look at the  date. A p r i l  26, 1932.u 
I wrote it. "Charging it had been double-crossed -- " 
Well, I used the word betrayal. Where is  it here? 

It 's i n  the headline: "Grape Growers Declare U.S. 
Betrayed Them. 

Yes, tha t  * s right.  

And t h i s  was based on the report  t h a t  you had helped t o  
write? 

Based on my paragraph of the report. What it basioally 
came down t o  w a s  t ha t  I wrote the main--I realized tha t  
a l l  I r e a l l y  had t o  do w a s  write one paragraph. Conn 
paid me, as I r e c a l l ,  eight hundred dollars. 

Did you write,  actual ly ,  just one pa r t  of it o r  did. you 
write the  whole report? 

*News a r t i c l e  i n  the San Francisco Examiner. See a l so  
Examiner a r t i c l e s  of A p r i l  27, 1 9 3 2 m r 1 s  Approval 
of Wine Grape Plan Charged by Conn") and A p r i l  28, 1932 
("Grape Men i n  Fight..."). 



Adams: I made other changes, but the key paragraph that made 
the news was this. Oh, I'm beginning to remember. I 
remember just changing a number of paragraphs through- 
out the report, only to lead up to this particular 
paragraph. The key word was betray, or betrayal, and 
that was it. 

But I fortunately chose a good day of the week, 
and it reached eight column headlines in many news- 
papers. It was mostly page one news across the United 
States. Of course, I was busy with other things. I 
finished with it and I forgot about it. But I was 
very much amused when not many months later, Donald 
Conn was hired as the managing director of the--was it 
the American Railway Association? It was the American 
Something-or-other Association in Chicago.+ 

Teiser: After that report he was given a one year continuation 
of his job with CVA. 

Adams: You know what that meant: he didn't have a new job 
yet. That was phony. 

Well, I have to tell you the Fruit Industries 
story because it just belongs here. The key to Fruit 
Industries was, as earlier mentioned, the grape 
concentrate in cans++ with service--the key word is 
serviae--in the purchaser's home. The McCann-Erickson 
Agenoy was employed to develop the advertising. While 
doing researoh for my present book I re-read one of 
the ads that used language such as 'Port, Sherry, 
Claret, Burgundy, Virginia Dare, Sauterne--it's legall" 
That sort of thing. And the service was the key. You 
didn't have to just buy the concentrate; they'd send a 
service man to your home and supply the bottles and 
the corks and the yeast and everything else, produce 
the wine in your basement and bottle it up for you and 
even label it for you. And you'd have a stock of wine 
in spite of Prohibition. 

One day in 1931 the telephone rang in the Fruit 
Industries office--I know this because Walter Taylor, 

+The Transportatton Association of America. See pp. 33-34. 

**Vine-Glo. See pp. 28. 



Adams: who will not be interviewed,* told me he took the 
telephone call. And Walter would never tell me who 
was on the Washington end of the phone call, but the 
words were "Stop. Now. As of this minute. Stop 
the advertising." When the full-page ads by McCann- 
Erickson appeared, the Drys of course went sky high, 
and they put the pressure on the Hoover administration 
to put a stop to this. And that's what the telephone 
call said, "Stop, Now, As of this minute,11 

Teiser: And that was the basis for this article that Fulton 
Lewis wrote in the November 6, 1931, Examiner?** 

Adams: That's right. Actually, the sales went on but the 
advertising didn't. 

Teiser: Well, then, wasn't it to the interest of CVA and Fruit 
Industries to have Prohibition continue? 

Adams: Well, to Fruit Industries as a corporation, perhaps. 
But the members of Fruit Industries were wine people, 
after all, and all of them wanted Repeal, naturally. 

It was in 1932 with Rooseveltls election that I 
realized that I could now move into my new career, 
which was to civilize American drinking, teach Americans 
to use wine. In '32 is when I went to the various 
wineries, and my best people were the Rossis. 

*The Regional Oral History Office's request for an 
intervfew was declined by Walter E, Taylor. 

**nGrape Juice Firm to Stop Home Sales." 



(Interview #2 - December 27, 1972) 

Adams: I have no idea where we were. 

Teiser:  Well, t he re  were a couple of things I wanted t o  ask 
you about some d e t a i l s  t h a t  we discussed yesterday. 
On Donald Conn--I think I t o l d  you t h a t  he got  a 
continuation of contract  f o r  only one year  a f t e r  t h a t  
report.  

Adams: That w a s  only because he hadn't got  t h a t  job i n  
Chicago yet. There w a s  nothing l e f t  f o r  him t o  do; 
he w a s  s t i l l  job-hunting. 

Teiser:  Why w a s  it t h a t  things had f a l l e n  apar t  so badly wi th  
him? 

Adams: The grape growers and the  handlers and processors were 
not behind M r .  Conn. They were d i s i l lus ioned  with h i s  
programs, h i s  by-products, with t he  "betrayal by the  
government," and with him and h i s  staff. 

Teiser:  One o ther  thing--let me go back a l i t t l e  further .  I n  
1930 there  were newspaper a r t i c l e s  report ing t h a t  
Capone was mad a t  Corn because s a l e s  of the  concentrate 
i n  Chicago threatened t o  cut  i n t o  t he  rum-running market 
o r  whatever it was.  And then there  w a s  a l a t e r  s to ry  
saying t h a t  Conn w a s  being guarded i n  h i s  Hillsborough 
home because Capone w a s  out a f t e r  him.* 

Adams: It's not impossible, but I ' m  not c e r t a i n  I ' d  bel ieve  
it. [Laughs) However, i t ' s  perfect ly  t r u e  t h a t  one 
of t he  most ac t i ve  groups of service  men f o r  Vine-Glo 

*Sari Francisco Examiner, November 1 4  and November 21, 
1930. 



Adams: were the ones operating out of their Chicago head- 
quarters. Philo Biane could tell you this.* 

Teiser: They had a very strong sales manager in Chicago? 

Adams: Weller? 

Teiser: There were two brothers... 

Adams: Well, I imagine it was Hugh Adams and Hall Adamso 
(Leroy A. Weller was in charge of Garrett's Mission 
Winery at Cucamonga for many years, even after Repeal. ) 
Hall Adams was at New York for Fruit Industries when 
I knew him, and Hugh Adams was in charge of Fruit 
Industries operations in Chicago. Incidentally, Fruit 
Industries had bottling plants at Chicago and at New 
York during the early Repeal years. That's when I 
knew them. 

Teiser: Let me go back to Conn. About the time the April, 
1932, story broke, they gave him the one year contract.** 
Then, according to the Examiner of November 14 of that 
same sear, he resigned from the California Vineyardists 
~ssoclation to devote his full time to Fruit ~ndustries, 
he said. Then, in 1933 he left Fruit Industries and 
they started to sue him, apparently.*** 

Adams: I only vaguely recall these things. 

Teiser: Then, October of '33 he was named president of a new 
California company called Pacific Distillers 
Corporation.**** 

*See Philo Biane, Wine Making in Southern California and 
Recollections of Fruit Industries, Ltd., an Interview 
in this series completed in 1972. 

*Wan Francisco Chronicle, April 26, 1932. 

***According to the minutes of the May 15, 1933, meeting 
of the board of Fruit Industries, Conn's contract as 
"manager of operationsll was terminated at his request. 

****Sari Francisco Examiner, October 18, 1933. 
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Teiser: 

Adams : 

That one I do not remember, 

Then, the next thing I have on him is in 1936 when 
he's named as vice-president of the Transportation 
Association of America, 

That's it, That's the job that his publicity got 
him, but I think he got it much earlier, 

That's the one he wanted, was it? 

That's the job he later told me he'd wanted, yes, 

I don't know when he got it, 

Well, he was Jumping back and forth across the 
aontinent because he knew he was through in California, 
and my memory is that he was organizing something like 
a transportation association, Yesterday I couldn't 
remember the name. I used to see Conn from time to 
time in subsequent years when he'd come to San Francisco, 
He died a number of years ago, 

There is a copy of the 1932 report in the Wine Institute 
library. 

It was written by Conn, and only a few parts were 
changed by me for his publicity, That was a problem 
in propaganda that long intrigued me. It's publicity 
engineering of a kind, and it also satisfied my perverse 
sense of humor. 

In the Hoover administration one of the leaders 
was Lloyd Temy, who was sent from Washington, He 
had been in one of the Farm Board's agencies in 
Washington. He was sent out to administer one of the 
control plans, I remember him very well, I believe 
the last year of these various plans brought Frederick 
J. Koster in as chairman of the California Grape Control 
Board, 

Among the San Francisco lawyers who were prominent 
in the Grape Control Plan were T.T.C, Gregory and 
William A, Boekel. 

I've talked to Boekel, 

Oh, he would remember any of these d.etails better than 



Adams: I would. He was one of my better souroes of news, 
straightening out oomplexities of these almost daily 
stories that I was writing for the McClatchy news- 
papers. There was very little coverage by any other 
press, 

BAISINS AND WINE 

Adams: One of the leaders of the grape industry in the San 
Joaquin Valley that I met at that time was Ralph P. 
Merritt.* 

Teiser: Did you know him well? 

Adams: He was a most cordial individual, easy to get 
acquainted with. Over a period of years I guess I 
spent two or three hours with him. It seems to me 
that he was one of the people in the history of the 
Sunmaid Raisin Growers Co-op, but I no longer reoall 
what his various parts in that were. It seems to me 
that at some point he was superseded, so to speak, 
and that a raisin industry leader at that time was 
Setrakian, who had a considerable emotional following, 
and the man who was the most respected in the raisin 
industry and who therefore was not popular with 
Setrakian, who wanted. to be the king of the raisin 
industry --that was Wylie Giffen, Those were among 
the people I used to meet at these beginnings and ends 
of these various control meetings in San Francisco. 

Teiser: Was Merritt an effective representative of his 
industry? 

Adams: I wasn't in the position to judge. He was an effective 
speaker as I remember. He was a solid individual. But 
the ~olitics of the raisin industry throughout its 
history in F'resno were notorious. -1 did Home research 
quite recently in the Fresno Library to straighten out 

*See also Ralph P. Merritt, After Me Cometh a Builder, 
A Regional Oral History Office interview completed in 



Adams: the history of the wineries around Fresno. The 
attitude of the Fresno area community toward wine 
has intrigued me for many, many years. 

In the early days, we who had started the Grape 
Growers League* and the Wine Institute, had difficulty 
operating in San Francisco with the people around 
Fresno, who organized a rival association called the 
Sweet Wine Producers Association headquartered at 
Fresno. Their secretary was a rather ineffective old 
man named BenJamin F. Lewis. The people who had 
wineries in the Fresno area felt that since the bulk 
of the wine produced in California at that time was 
coming from Fresno and since most of it was what they 
called sweet wine, they didn't want us at San Francisco 
to represent them. They felt that we mainly represented 
what they called dry wine--table wine. (Remind me to tell 
you about how I later changed the names of wine olasses 
from "dry wine" and "sweet wine" to table wine and 
dessert wine--this is one of the stories I like to tell. 
It's a little adventure in practical and politioal 
semantics, and I might add in tax semantics.) Where 
was I? 

Teisert Sweet Wine Producers ~ssociaiion. 

Adams: Oh yes. When we started the Wine Institute and we 
wanted to hold meetings with the Fresno part of the 
industry, they invited us northerners down to the 
Raisin Day celebration. This intrigued me. Why was 
Fresno celebrating Raisin Day when the wine industry 
had Just been revived? And the wine industry was more 
important, in my opinion, by far than the raisin 
industry. Well, it was nevertheless Fiaisin Day, and 
Fresno regarded itself as the Raisin Capital. 

Subsequently we at the Wine Institute could never 
get the Fresno community much interested in Fresno 
wines. The Fresno community just wanted to brag about 
raisins. That is why I did my researoh recently. I 
found that what started the grape industry in the Fresno 
area was not raisins but wine. Francis Eisen 
(this is all on record, of oourse) started the first 
important vineyard in the area to make wine. And I 

*A predeoessor of the Wine Institute. See also pp. 49-52. 



Adams: learned in my research--this makes more sense to me 
than it does when you read it in the records of the 
history of Fresno County--it was when a spell of hot 
weather sunburned his grapes on the vlne, and turned 
them into raisins, that he sold them as raisins, and 
the Sunmaid people still tell visitors to their plant 
today that that's how the raisin industry started. 
Eisen sent these raisined grapes to San Francisco, 
and a ship had arrived from Peru the previous d.ay. 
The grocery firm that had bought these raisined grapes 
from Eisen put the grapes on sale as Peruvian 
delicacies. They sold very well and Eisen received 
orders for more. 

Anyway, the raisin industry leader in subsequent 
years--and I would have to calculate how many decades 
had elapsed--was M. Theo Kearney, who had gone down 
from San Francisco and started a winery. He subsequently 
became involved in the raisin industry, and he tried 
to lead the raisin industry out of its various battles. 
Certain raisin growers never got along with him, 
especially the packers. He tried to form co-ops and 
so on and was frustrated in all of this. 

But in the meantime--and this no one in Fresno 
seems to remember--he had started the Kearney Winery, 
which was located on the edge of what is now called 
Kearney Park, outside of Fresno. And I recently 
chased around trying to find the site of it and 
identify and verify that it was the same place and 
the same winery that later Joseph Allegretti operated 
post-Repeal as the Kearney Co-operative Winery. It's 
no longer in existence. Kearney called his establish- 
ment and his home and vineyard--which, of course, had 
started to produce wine--Chateau Fresno. I enjoyed 
this story. 

The Fresno Winery was another important one, and 
the Barton Estate, and the Margerita Vineyard, and 
the Eggers Estate, and the Henrietta Rancho, and the 
Las Palmas Vineyard of Benjamin Woodworth. They were 
great. 

Teiser: These were before Prohibition? 

Adams: Oh yes. These were great wineries. Post-Prohibition 
I got to know Mrs. Frona Eunice Wait Colburn. In 
her book published. in 1889T she described these marvelous 

*Wines & Vines of California, The Bancroft Company, 
San Francisco. 



Adams: estates and the wines they produced. Oh, and another 
was the St. George Winery of George H. Malter, who 
had made a fortune as a mining engineer, as I recall 
the story told, to me by his son Hugo, post-Prohibition. 

Anyway, the St. George Winery was still standing, 
or part of it was still stand.ing through Prohibition 
and was reopened. at the time of Repeal by Malterts 
son and by Beverly Goldthwaite, who later was one of 
the powers in the Alta Vineyards and. in the Cameo 
Vineyards, and Goldthwaite later led these companies 
into a merger with the Wine Growers Guild. It is now 
the Guild Wineries and Distilleries. Goldthwaite is 
dead now. 

Teiser: Let me go baok to the Sweet Wine Producers Assooiation, 
which sprang up right after Repeal, did it not? 

Adams: Oh, excuse me. I never made my point, did I? My point 
is that the Fresno community apparently deoided--this 
was pre-Prohibition--that being the raisin capital was 
more important than being the wine capital for prestige 
purposes during the temperance crusade, more respectable. 
[Laughs1 So it was always known as the Raisin City 
and post-Repeal the same thing was true. 

This cost me and cost the Wine Institute and. cost 
the wine industry, oh, gravely, in effectiveness post- 
Repeal. Had the Fresno community recognized that it 
was the wine capital, my guess is that the wine 
revolution in America would have occurred at least ten 
years before it did. How I coped with this problem is 
a rather interesting story. How we later sold wine to 
Fresno. How we sold wine to Setrakian, I might add. 
Great story. The person involved was Mr. Bert J. 
Gilbert .* 

*See also pp. 60-61 and 79-83. 

For additional recollections of the Fresno area and the 
Sweet Wine Producers Association, see Lucius Powers, 
The Fresno Area and the California Wine Industry, an 
interview in this series to be completed in 1974. 



FRUIT INDUSTRIES, CONTINUED 

Teiser: I wanted to go back further to Fruit Industries 
itself. I think I sent you the memorandum of the 
organization of it. You were speaking of Paul 
Garrett, and you said that he was the one who was 
mostly responsible for Fruit Industries. 

Adams: It was Garrett's idea. I wasn't conscious of that 
fact in those years. But among the few things that 
Walter Taylor has been willing to say since he was 
ousted from Fruit Industries was this one thing--and 
I went down to interview him and t r y  to straighten out 
some of these things for my own purposes of my book. 
I said, "Walter, who was the genius behind Fruit 
Industries and Vine-Glo?" And he said, "It was Paul 
Garrett and nobody else. 

Garrett was a man with many ideas. His biography 
and the strange story of his career originating in 
North Carolina, I obtained this by hunting up his 
deathbed manuscript, or rather it was dictated from 
his deathbed. I had to read this in ord.er to straighten 
outthemany conflicting articles I found in the files 
of the various pre-Prohibition wine publications such 
as the American Wine Press and Mineral Water News that 
mentioned Garrett and Company. But there were obviously 
two Garrett Companies, rivals. I had a good friend 
for many years who was one of Garrett's men. That was 
J. Campbell Moore. And Moore used to come and see me 
regularly whenever he came to California. His head- 
quarters were in Brooklyn. Garrett & Company at that 
point joined the Wine Institute. 

But what I learned from Moore and Dr. Littleton, 
who I think was a relative, and Other relatives and 
old friends of Garrett with whom I have a thick file 
of correspondence, never quite made sense. And the 
strange history of this man -- 

Teiser: Have you written it in your book? 

Adams: I have condensed it? It's the only place that this 
story has ever been told. Well, Garrett was the most 
important single person and leader in the American wine 
industry during a number of d.ecades. 

*In The Wines of America, pp. 44-46. 



Teiser: When you start the Wine Institute story I'll bring up 
the wires between A.P. Giannini and Paul Garrett. 

Adams: Between Giannini and Garrett? I have no knowledge 
of this. I'm not certain however whether it was 
A.P. or whether it was L.M. Giannini who made the 
key remark to Mr. Crituhfield about which Mr. Critchfield 
told me, and. I would assume he did not tell you in his 
interview,* which expressed the attitude of the Bank 
of America toward the wine industry. And this is worth 
mentioning. When Critchfield was assigned to be the 
vice-president in charge of agricultural matters for 
the Bank of America post-Repeal, he reported directly 
to the Gianninis. Which of the Gianninis this was I 
can't quite remember--but whoever it was said to 
Critohfield, "Oh, those wine men. They're just a 
bunch of ex-bootleggers ! " 

This expressed the attitude of the Bank of America, 
and this is why the wine industry took as many years as 
it did to get back on its feet. There's more to that. 
And I doubt if you got any of this. 

You never got to interview John Daniel, [Jr.], 
did you? 

Teiser: No. 

Adams: Well, I can tell you some of this about wine grape 
varieties and the financing of wine. Did you ever hear 
the story of the Lawrence Warehouse Company?** Field 
warehousing? The faltering steps made by the Bnne 
industry. Marvelous stories. 

Teiser: Back to Fruit Industries here. Paul Garrett was not 
on the board, incidentally at first. He was put on 
later. Do you have any special comments on any of 
those people? 

*Burke H. Critchfield, The California Wine Industry 
Duriw the Depression, an interview in this series 
completed in 1972. 



Adams: This is a list of its 1929 organizing directors. 
[reads] Hugh Adms, Perelli-Minetti, Barlotti and 
H.R. Weller. (Oh, there were two Wellers; H.B. Weller 
and the other one was L.A. Weller, L. for Leroy. ) 
Norrow, Conn, Fontanaf (Oh yes, I met Fontana. He 
was in the Paoific Fruit Exchange, if I recall 
correctly.) Seoondo Guasti, Jr. (He died.) Walter 
Taylor. L. H. Godt (Yes, I remember him. ) and Harry 
Caddow. Caddow was a director? I'm surprised. 

Teiser: Yes. 

Adams: I see he was dropped in Jane [1929]. He was probably 
just filling a spot. Caddow was an employee. Let's 
see, Louisa Guasti, Joseph T. Grace. (He had the Grace 
Brothers Brewery in Santa Rosa and he also had the old 
De Turk Winery at Santa Rosa.) H. Allen Thompson and 
Wallace Sheehan. (I don't recall Wallace Sheehan; 
I knew Edgar M. Sheehan.) Now I see Garrett beoame a 
director in June. Lee Jones (whose story is, of course, 
well known--Shewan-Jones). Gregory (whom I mentioned 
to you a short time ago, the attorney). And Mario 
Tribuno, he had this vermouth production at New York. 
Signatures to the March 22 agreement: Italian Vineyards; 
James Barlotti was secretary then. Secondo, Jr. probably 
was president, and then Barlotti eventually became 
president. I knew Barlotti very well. 

Teiser: What was he like? 

Adams: Barlotti? Oh, he was a marvelous character. He was 
one of the few old time wine men who had the very 
highest respect for the greatness of the product, the 
greatness of wine. He was about five feet tall. He 
was very well educated but still spoke with an Italian 
accent. He was one of my favorites. 

In fact, had I met him earlier, before I'd met 
the Rossis and these wine men in the north, I might 
have tried to persuade Barlotti to become the first 
president of the Grape Growers League. Instead it 
turned out to be Sophus Federspiel. I remember in 1935 
at the San Diego so-called World's Fair I persuaded 
Barlotti to come down from Los Angeles and be the 
chief speaker on Wine Day. We brought the grapes from 
the wineries then operating in Escondido and had a 
parade of decorated donkeys loaded with grapes. The 
wine came from Fruit Industries1 cellar on Palmetto 

*Mark J. Fontana 



Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teisert 

Adams : 

Teiser t 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Street in fios Angeles. And with paper oups we had 
wine for the orowds there on the fairgrounds. 
Barlotti made his speech and was most impressive. 

[continuing to read] Community Grape Corporation, 
I see--that's where I think Walter Taylor started. 
Walter Taylor was a Lodi sort of a bookkeeper type. 
He never liked Donald Conn very well. He finally I 
think was the one who edged Conn out, and Walter 
Taylor became the manager of Fruit Industries. But 
Taylor's brain trust consisted of Hall Adams and his 
brother Hugh and Hugh's son, Sam, and H.R. Weller. 
No, Hugh Adams, Hall Adams, H.R. Weller. 

Were the brain trust of what? 

Behind Walter Taylor. [reading] Antonio Perelli- 
Minetti was then vice-president of California Grape 
Products Company? That surprises me. He was in Cal 
Grape at the time? 

Yes. He sold it then to the Lanza interests. It was 
in Ukiah. 

Yes, but Lanza*also owned property in vlneyards. At 
one time he owned the La Perla Vineyard. I remember 
that,in the hills of Napa County, now owned by the 
~rapers?* [reading] C.W.A., Norrow, and Joe Dl Giorgio 
and Lee Jones. 

(Interruption) 

Lanza had Colonial Grape Products before -- 
I think that's how he happened to be in Fruit Industries. 

Do you remember any repercussions? Lanza got in and 
got out, I remember, got out of Fruit Industries and 
got his stook back. 

Conn was always promoting it, and conservative people 
like Federspiel and Lanza took just enough of this and 
then quit. They found their way out of Fruit Industries. 

I wasn't interested in the corporate affairs of 
Fruit Industries. I had gotten to know Conn well enough 
to have no faith in an organization headed by him. 

*Horace 0. Lanza. See also the interview with him in this 
series, California Grape Prod.ucts and. Other Wine 
Enterprises, completed. in 1971. 

**The Jerome Draper, Sr., family. 



Adams : But, Fruit Industries had the old Schilling 
cellar on Minnesota Street, and that was a very busy 
place. I can tell you about that because I used to 
visit there. That and the Colonial Grape Products 
Company cellar on either Sansome or Battery were the 
two best wine storage establishments in San Francisco 
at the time. The Italian Swiss Colony had just moved 
into 781 Beach Street, but that wasn't very winey, 
just office and storage. 

In the Schilling cellar they were champagnizing 
and carbonating wine and storing and blending and 
aging wine. Thatt s where the Fruit kdustries office 
moved from 85 Second Street--Walter Taylor and his 
secretary, Marion OIBrien. The cellar man was Rudy 
Sierk, but I'm not certain of that spelling any 
longer. The chemist was Emil Cherski, and he was a 
very great chemist. 

A1 Morrow kept his office at 85 Second Street 
because there still were many left-over bits of 
business from the old California Wine Association, 
including the management of the Winehaven cellars. My 
memory says that they still had pre-Prohibition wine 
stored at Winehaven until, oh, the mid-'20s. They 
had sold many of the tanks from Winehaven. People 
used them for water tanks. They sold some of them to 
South America. And as I recall, a shipment of wine 
went to Europe from Winehaven in the '30s. I recall 
a shipwreck or some of the wlne being lost or something 
of the sort. 

Teiser: I remember hearing or reading of wine being shipped 
from California. 

Adams: Oh, you're speaking of the pre-Prohibition shipments 
to Europe? I can tell you about those because I've 
investigated those. 

It has often been said that pre-Prohibition 
California wines went to France and came back to 
America re-labeled as French wines. I have searched 
for records to substantiate this, but have never 
found any. There are plenty of records, however, of 
California wines shipped in bulk to other European 
countries long before Prohibition. Of course, some 
may have reached France, but I imagine the French 
would have made certain it was not recorded. They 



Adams: knew a century ago that California was their future 
competitor in wlne quality. 

Cherski and another Fruit Industries man were 
my fellow fishermen. They used to oome fishing on 
my boat. 

Another man in occasional attendance at the 
Fruit Industries schilling cellar was the late 
Albert Lachman, who was the brother of Henry Lachman. 
The Lachmans were a great pre-Prohibition wine family. 
Henry Lachman, who died before I was on the soene, 
was the one (A1 Morrow told me) who taught Morrow 
how to taste wine. 

A. R. MORROW AND THE CWA 

Adams: Morrow told me how the California Wine Association 
operated before Prohibition, the method of buying 
wines, how he regularly went tasting wines around the 
state. Right after Repeal Morrow took me on two of 
his tasting tours and taught me how to taste. 

Teiser: Let me turn this tape over-- You went tasting with 
Morrow? 

Adams: Just before Repeal, when I was still handling publicity 
for the industry under the Grape Growers League of 
California, I got fairly well aoquainted with A1 
Morrow. I spent time with him to increase my education 
about wine. Morrow sat in his office at 85 Second 
Street and answered my questions. I wrote quite a 
story about him as a result. But, what never got into 
the story was this sort of information. Morrow, like 
Henry Lachman his tutor, had the job of travelling 
throughout California, and this means virtually from 
one end of the state to the other, at least once a year 
tasting the bulk wines and olassifying them and 
evaluating them. Most of the wine in California was 
produced as bulk. The wineries controlled by the 
California Wine Association--did I read this, or, was 
it Morrow who told me?--at one time numbered as many 
as sixty-four different wineries. There were many 
more than that from whom they used to buy wine. 



Adams : Morrow would t a s t e  the wine from the cask. Morrow 
to ld  me h i s  methods of tas t ing,  tha t  he preferred t o  
t a s t e  at  an hour when he w a s  hungry; he knew t h a t  h i s  
t a s t e  w a s  keenest a t  tha t  par t icu lar  point. He would 
never ea t  highly seasoned foods. He did not smoke 
and he would never swallow any wine. He to ld  me, 
however, t h a t  when Prohibition became the l a w ,  he 
swallowed h i s  f irst  glass  of wine, thinking there w a s  
no more t o  h i s  career, and he w a s  amazed t o  discover 
t h a t  t h i s  d id  not affect  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  tas te .  I 
can t e s t i f y  t o  tha t  fact .  Nor does smoking affeot  
t a s t e  except i n  one degree: the  mouth t i ssues ,  i f  
they're i r r i t a t e d  by smoke, become more sensi t ive  t o  
ac id i ty  and astringency i n  the wine than i f  they a re  
not i r r i t a t e d  by smoke. Aside from tha t  I know of no 
effect .  J u l i o  Gallo, who is  one of the  best  t a s t e r s - I  
know, smokes cigars regularly. 

I sa id  t o  Morrow, "I would l i k e  very much t o  go 
out there  and go tas t ing  with you. " He said,  "Well, 
as soon as Repeal i s  lega l  I 'll be glad t o  take you 
along." The f irst  t r i p  is  the  one I best  remember. 
I furnished the transportat ion i n  my 1934 Ford. It 
must have been i n  1934; I remember the car  w a s  new. 
Repeal beoame effect ive December 5, 1933. 

Harry Caddow came along. We drove up f i r s t  t o  
the  EschcolVineyard of J. Clark Famer, which is  Jus t ,  
north--well, very close t o  Oakville i n  Napa County, 
on the eas t  s ide of the road. It i s  now the property 
of Eugene Trefethen, executive vioe-president of 
Kaiser Industries. A t  one point subsequently it was 
under l ease  t o  Beringer Brothers. Anyway, M r .  Fawver 
met us and it w a s  evident t h a t  he had been meeting 
Morrow f o r  many, many years. And it w a s  just routine 
t h a t  Fawver took a "thief ,"  tha t  i s  the glass  gadget 
used t o  remove wine f o r  sampling from a tank. We 
were each handed a glass  and we tas ted the 1933 
Zinfandel. I par t icular ly  remember t h i s  because it 
sp i l led  on my new l i g h t  g%ey sui t .  [Laughs] And 
Morrow said,  "Don't worry. New Zinfandel, as l igh t -  
colored as t h a t  is, you can wash off w i th  water no 
matter how l i g h t  your s u i t  is." He turned out t o  be 
right.  

From there we went t o  two other wineries, or  w a s  
it three? But the  one I par t icular ly  remember w a s  the 
Napa Valley Co-operative Winery's or iginal  c e l l a r  a t  



Adams: Calistoga, where we were met by Charles Porn1 who is  
s t i l l  i n  t he  wine industry. He i s  now t h e  chief 
character ,  but  very senior ,  a t  t he  Sunny St. Helena 
Winery a t  St. Helena, which produces bulk wine f o r  
C. Mondavi & Sons, 

I remember t h e  same sampling with a " th ief"  
from the  cask, and Morrow s p i t t i n g  out  t h e  wine and 
making notes i n  h i s  book and so  on, t e l l i n g  t h e  
winemaker what he thought of t he  wine--and ins t ruc t ing  
him i n  what t o  do with it. That is, when t o  rack it; 
Morrow oould t e l l  these  things. Someone t o l d  me t h i s  
about Morrow: t h a t  Morrow could t e l l  by t a s t i n g  a 
wine the  amount of the  mortgage on the  vineyard. This,  
of course, sounded r idiculous when I heard it. But, 
then when I quesrtioned it, the  explanation w a s  qu i t e  
sa t is faotory:  t h a t  the  man who had. overcropped h i s  
vines caused t h e  wines t o  be f la t  i n  t a s t e ,  o r  i f  he 
used too much press  wine, t he  wine w a s  e spec ia l ly  
as t r ingent .  This  w a s  how Morrow could t e l l  t h a t  t h e  
man had a high mortgage on t h e  vineyard, 

Albert Lachman to ld  me many s t o r i e s  of pre- 
Prohibi t ion times, And it w a s  at t h a t  time, noting 
how aged a person Albert Lachman w a s ,  and. having 
searched assor ted  books f o r  California wine h i s t o r i c a l  
d . a t a ,  and having read various books about French and 
German wines, I s a w  t h a t  what Cal i fornia  wines lacked 
w a s  romance, and t h e  bes t  kind of romance would be 
history.  The reco l lec t ions  of Albert Lachman inspired 
me t o  begin making h i s t o r i c a l  notes and put t ing them 
i n  f i l e s .  I kept  t h i s  up f o r  many years afterwards 
and. whenever I could gather i n t e r e s t i ng  h i s to ry  about 
individual  wineries o r  wines I would wr i te  memoranda 
t o  myself, o r  r a t h e r  t o  t h e  industry f i l e s .  You'll 
f ind  t h e  Wine I n s t i t u t e  f i l e s  a r e  f u l l  of these,  t h e  
s t o r i e s  of many o ld  wineries. 

I improved on t h i s  l a t e r ,  1'11 t e l l  you t h e  McKee 
story. 



CALIFORNIA WINE HISTORY 

Adams: With the material I used to gather as I travelled 
the state and interviewed wine people, I still was 
never satisfied. I felt jealous in behalf of 
American wines that, unlike Europe, they did not 
have thousands of years of wine lore behind them. 
After all, what accounted for much of the taste of 
European wlnes was their romantic history. I was 
never quite satisfied with this. One day a young 
man named Leggett, Herbert B. Leggett, left at the 
Wine Institute a master's thesis in history. He 
brought a typewritten thesis about early w~negrowing 
in California, beautifully annotated and so on. When 
I saw it I decided to have it mimeographed." I still 
have a copy. But it wasn't enough. 

Later--and I don't recall how this came about--I 
remember meeting an English Ph.D named Irving McKee. 
Because we needed a great deal more colorful, romantic 
material, I asked McKee if he would be willing to do 
the kind of work that Leggett had done, but to do it 
for each winegrowing county. My memory vaguely says 
I agreed to pay him two hundred dollars per piece, but 
I'm not absolutely sure of the amount; it might have 
been as little as a hundred and fifty or as much as two 
hundred and fifty. MoKee had time on his hands. 

To get these manuscripts was one thing, and I 
hesitated until I arrived at an idea on how to make 
these things permanent parts of the literature. That 
was what I assigned to Frank Whiteley in my publicity 
department--1'11 tell you later the story of Frank 
Whiteley and others of the Wine Institute staff, my 
key people. I assigned Whiteley to place these McKee 
manuscripts free in any publioation that would land 
in somebody's bibliography. The condition was, of 
course, that in every case they must print all of the 
annotations as well. This made eauh McKee manuscript 
a part of the literature of wine in America and, of 
course, we also bought reprints of all of them. That 
was a very nice deal, I thought. The mistakes that 
McKee made have not all yet been corrected. [Laughs] 

"Early History of Wine Production in California, dated 
April 2, 1941. 



Teiser: Were there  many? 

Adams: Oh, I 've  found a number of them. 

Teiser: Where did. he go? 

Adams: I don't know where McKee is. I ' m  s t i l l  happy about 
the  McKee manusoripts because they helped t o  es tab l i sh  
the h i s t o r i c a l  background of wine i n  California. The 
McKee manuscripts a r e  what a r e  cal led "shelf items,' 
a t  the  Wine Ins t i t u t e .  I had a bunch of shelves b u i l t  
f o r  suoh 'shelf items. " 

Teisert  Oh, is  t h a t  what "shelf itemn means? 

Adams: Yes. It means i t ' s  kept i n  stock. And when the  stook 
i s  reduoed, t h e  item is  again duplicated i f  necessary. 
This a l l  came from experience. 

Shall  we jump now from these subjeots t o  what's 
f r e sh  i n  my mind, s ince I jus t  mentioned the  Wine 
I n s t i t u t e  s t a f f ?  

Teiser: Well, unless you want t o  go baok t o  the  chronological 
approach, t o  the  Grape Growers League. 

Adams: A l l  r ight .  During the  l a t t e r  years of Prohibition; 
I 'd b e t t e r  start there. 

WINE BRICKS 

Adams: Have you anything i n  your f i l e s  about wine bricks? 

Teiser: People have mentioned them. 

Adams: Well, I never saw a wine brick. But wine bricks were 
described t o  me and I l a t e r  met K a r l  Offer, who had 
been i n  the  German Army a t  some point i n  World War I, 
who w a s  the  maker of wine bricks. The wine brick w a s  
described t o  me as pressed pomace. I n  other words, 
t he  juice has been drawn off and a f t e r  the  first 
pressing, there  s t i l l  i s  a great  deal of fermentable 
sugar l e f t  i n  the  stems and seeds and pulp of the  
grape. And Offer knew t h a t  t h i s  could be fermented. 



Adamsr It is fermented today to make high-proof brandy exoept 
that in France it also makes pinard (pomace wine), 
and it also makes grappa, pomace brandy- In France 
grappa is called eau-de-vie-de-marc. Grappa is the 
Italian name, Grappa has been made in California too- 
In fact, the Petri brand of grappa is still on sale, 
although they haven't made any lately, They used to 
distill it at Escalon- 

Anyway, Offer would dry and press pomace into 
bricks and sell it with such instruotions as ''do not 
add any water and yeasten [Laughs] It made pinard, 
that's all it could have made-* 

TBE GRAPE GROWERS LEAGUE 

Adams: This now is the story of the Grape Growers League. I 
had read the--I had been indoctrinated by reading such 
material as I mentioned to you yesterday, Sbarboro and 
so on, and I'd become friendly with the Rossis who 
were similarly indoctrinated, and who had a very high 
respect for wine- I hadn't yet met A1 Morrow- But 
I felt that in wine I had found something that would. 
be the idealist goal, the great cause, the idealist 
cause to which I could apply what I had been inspired 
with, the idea of propaganda, inspired by Edward Bernays' 
book and so on--and the heck with the newspaper 
business, I expressed this to my partner, Bob Smith, 
who was much more interested in politics, and I told 
him that I would like to educate Americans to drink 
light wines, 

Well, Smith had plenty of other ideas, Smith and 
I and my old friend Ted Huggins, who originated the 
idea of the San Francisco Golden Gate International 
Exposition, which was during the '30s -- 

Teiser: Standard Oil wasn't he? 

Adams: Yes, he was with Standard Oil- I remember one of the 
campaigns I ran was to get the State of California to 
give the City of San Prancisco the mud flats east and 
north of Yerba Buena Island for a bay airport, They 
were subsequently filled. in, and that became Treasure 
Island where the 1939 World's Fair was, The Fair was 

*Accord.ing to a suit filed. in the United States District 
Court, San Francisco, against Karl Offer and Frank Dolezel, 
this ~roduct was known as the Vin Sano Grape Brick. On 
April 18, 1928, the defendants were declared not guilty 
of violating the National Prohibition Act. 



Adams: the brainchild of Ted Huggins more than anyone else. 

Anyhow, Smith had had some excellent political 
experience, more than I had. Between Smith and myself 
we thought that it might be entirely feasible for the 
old grape growers, the wine people, to join the 
brewers, who then were talking about the oonstitutional 
possibility, with Roosevelt now in office, of getting 
3.2 beer legalized on the ground that it was not 
intoxicating. Our idea was to ask Congress also to 
legalize light wine. Well, my interest was in the 
long range but here was an approach, a way to get it 
started. And the wine people were doing nothing about 
this, or rather the grape people. 

So, I asked the Rossis if it wouldn't be possible 
to organize such a campaign. I said that we'd be glad 
to do all the work in my office. I had two offices, 
one was the Pacific Advertising Staff at 500 Sansome 
Street. Smith had moved there from 111 Sutter. And 
my other office was the McClatchy office in the 
Chronicle Building. Smith subsequently moved from 
500 Sansome to another office In the Chronicle Building. 
238 Chronicle Building, I think it was. 

Anyway, I asked the Rossis how to get such a 
thing organized. Well, the Rossis said, "I guess you'll 
have to organize it." So I said, "Fine. I know a few 
of these people, butnone of them very well.@@ I 
questioned the Rossis about the ones1 knew and which 
ones were very important. Walter Taylor was almost 
unapproachable. The Rossis said, "The man you should 
see is Horace Lanza." Now, Lanza was then over at 
Minnesota Street. I guess it was the California Grape 
Products Company. 

Anyway, I shan't forget the day I first went over 
and talked to Lanza, partly beoause during the past 
year Lanza reminded me of it. He remembered it better 
than I did. I went Qcoldll to see Horace and told him 
this was at the suggestion of the Rossis, and I 
explained to him what my interest was, and that it was 
time now to begin the long-range job of bringing wine 
back into American life and teaching Americans how to 
drink temperately. And Lanza respond.ed enthusiastically. 
But then we came down to cases. I said., "Well, of 
course, you'll have to organize an assoaiation and I 



Adams: would suggest that it be known as the Grape Growers 
League, And we'll need a lobbyist to work in 
Washington, 

Lanza then proceeded. to express this better 
than I did, And he spoke so well that I said, just 
musingly, "I think I've also found the president of 
the organization. To which Lanza responded, "No, 
I must never be a president of anything. I'm too 
em~tional,~ [Laughs] Well, anyway, Lanza sent me 
to see Sophus Federspiel, his former associate, by 
the way, Federspiel was running the Colonial Grape 
Products Company and I think they were bottling wine 
there, on, as I say, either Sansome or Battery Street. 
And that building, by the way, was one of the pre- 
Prohibition headquarters of the Italian Swiss Colony, 
I recall that you could still read the name of Italian 
Swiss Colony on the side of the building. 

Federspiel was a very quiet individual, Quiet- 
spoken, but he knew his wines. He was an excellent 
wine man, His brand was Cordova, named for the 
Cordova vineyards in the vicinity of Mills. They're 
now a housing subdivision. He had two sons and he, 
Sophus, was a former sales executive at some point of 
the Italian Swiss Colony, the pre-Prohibition Italian 
Swiss Colony, Federspiel only nodded his agreement 
with what I said. That was what it about added up to. 
And they sent me to A1 Morrow, 

I didn't want to have anything to do other than 
bring them together. I explained that my office, my 
little Pacific Advertising Staff would do all of the 
publicity, but did they know how to get connected with 
California congressmen? And I don't remember who it 
was that pointed out that Congressman Clarence Lea, 
who was of Bonoma County, the First Distriot congressman, 
was very wine-minded. 

They sent me to see Lee Jones of Shewan-Jones, 85 
Second Street, Shewan-Jones Incorporated, Lee Jones 
was an ex-gauger, A very tough little man, tough 
spoken. He spoke from the side of his mouth, partially 
crippled, He turned out to be a very good-hearted 
individual as well, He had started with a Mrs. Shewan 
as the angel. I think the Bhewan-Jones concentrate and 



Adams: other grape products conoernln Lodi, at some point 
was a member of Fruit bdustries. And he was a very 
good wine man, by the way. I must interject here 
that he had perhaps the best wine chemist in 
California, Elbert McSherry Brown, E.M. Brown. It 
turned out that they made very good wine. 

This made sense to Jones and he went along. 
Then some of the other characters I don't particularly 
recall. The names may fall into place. Once this 
thing started moving they must have talked by telephone 
and so on. And they called. a meeting, an organization 
meeting for which I wrote the program but I then was 
too busy with something in the McClatchy department to 
attend. And out of that meeting came the fact that a 
former Ladl congressman named Marion De Vries (and 
incidentally De Vries Road in Lad1 in the eastern 
outskirts of Lad1 was recently given his name) was a 
lobbyist in Washington, and that he had already been 
in some oorrespondence with his grape grower friends 
in Lad1 and had already said that the wine people ought 
to go for light wine along with beer. So, I wasn't 
the only one who thought of that. As a matter of fact, 
I'm sure I wasn't the first one to ever think of it. 
I'm sure it appeared in the press as well. But the 
idea of doing something about it right then, that was 
mine, and organizing the Grape Growers League, which 
I named. * 

Well, it wasn't very long before these things 
came about. And I did not do them all. I merely set 
up the organization of the Grape Growers League and 
said, "Let's find a secretary because I'm not available 
to run any organization. My bills will be on the 
billhead of the Pacific Advertising Staffen byway, 
we put on a great campaign. We had all k1nd.s of 
support. One of our key men was Congressman Frank H. 
Buck, the late Frank H. Buck of San Joaquin County. 
Was he the successor to De Vries in Congress? I don't 
recall. He was a great friend of grapes. 

They (Lea, Buck, De Vries) were carrying the ball, 
and Smith pointed out that we needed congressmen from 
the other grape states. Smith was a bit of a politician. 
He taught me a great deal. 

- 

*The Grape Growers League was organized in 1931, 
according to Leon Adamsv later recollection. (Letter 
of September 18, 1973, to the interviewer.) 



Adams : Around mid-summer or late summer, we had been 
making very good progress. I was still running the 
McClatchy newspapers' bureau in the Chronicle 
Building. I think by that time my other office had 
been moved over to the Chronicle ~ui~ding from 500 
Sansome Street. And I remember the day when someone 
brought me a Universal Service teletype page torn 
from the maohine, with a Los Angeles dateline. (The 
McClatchys had bought two Hearst wire services, the 
Universal Service and the International News Service.) 
The teletype page quoted Nicola Gin111 (he was the 
vice-president of Fruit Industries and the brother-in- 
law of Secondo Guasti Sr. of the Italian Vineyard 
Company) on what was happening to our campaign for 
11% wine. I'll explain: 

In aiming for the legalization of beer, the 
brewers were asking for 3.2% beer, that is, 3,2$ by 
weight which is another way of saying 4% by volume, 
on the ground that it was not intoxioating, And 
our congressmen, Buck and Lea, and Judge De Vries had 
asked us, "What alcoholic oontent should we ask for 
for wine?" And I remember talking it over with the 
Bossis and. with Federspiel and arriving at the con- 
clusion that we should ask not for 12% wine, which Is 
more or less standard, but that we should reduce that 
to 11% (it didn't sound as big as 12%) on the ground 
that light wine is used primarily with food and 
therefore is not intoxicating. So our oampaign was 
for 11% and that's what our bill (I think it was 
Congressman Lea's bill) said. I don't remember if it 
ever passed the House. 

What the Universal Service sheet off the teletype 
told me was that William Gibbs McAdoo, the son-in-law 
of President Wilson, a California senator, had agreed 
to a compromise without asking us. He agreed to 
compromise our bill to legalize 3-2% wine with 3.2% 
beer. Never mind any 118 wine. 1'11 never forget the 
shock I experienoed- The Universal Service quoted 
Nioola Glulll--I guess he was speaking for Fruit 
Industries--as welooming Senator M&dools compromise 
and predicting a great future for legalized 3.2% wine. 
What a shook! 

Well, my question then to everyone concerned was, 
"Can you make a thing like 3,2 wine?" And I remember 
the Rossis telling me, "Of course3 You can dilute wine 

*See also Maynard A. Joslyn, A Technologist Views the 
California Wine Industry, an interview in this series 
to be Completed In lY'(4. 



Adams: i f  you want t o  with water." But they added t h a t  it 
would spoil .  Well, two o r  th ree  companies, at l e a s t ,  
made 3.2 wine and put it on t h e  market a t  t he  time 
beer  w a s  legal ized.  I 've  forgot ten  what t h e  date 
was .  But it w a s  no good. We ca l led  it "McAdoo wine." 
C Laughs1 

Teiser:  There was a hearing i n  Washington, and the  Rossis and 
Lanza and o thers  went t o  Washington t o  t e s t i f y ,  i n  
December 1932.* 

Adams: I don't remember it very well because I w a s  running 
t h e  news bureau. My a s s i s t a n t  a t  t h a t  time w a s  t he  
former o f f i c e  boy from the Bul le t in ,  Robert W. Bobb, 
and I w a s  s t i l l  t r a in ing  Robb. And then a long l i s t  
of s t o r i e s  broke and the  McClatchys kept me very, very 
busy. I don't remember t he  de ta i l s .  This is out of my 
memory. 

I had urged them t o  f ind a secre tary ,  somebody 
t o  run t h e  organization, and they got young Harry 
Caddow. He had l o s t  the lob a t  F r u i t  Indust r ies  and 
had been working f o r  the  prune and ap r i co t  growers; I 
don't remember t h e  name of t h a t  organization. But 
anyway, they got Harry back because he knew the  grape 
people. 

Teiser:  Had you known him? 

Adams: Yes, I had known him i n  the  CVA days. I ' d  got  b e t t e r  
acquainted with him l a t e r .  The Grape Growers League 
became headquartered at 85 Second S t r e e t ,  where Lanza, 
Lee Jones and A 1  Morrow had off ices .  I didn' t  think 
much of Mddoo wine o r  the  whole s i tua t ion .  I w a s  
r e a l l y  qu i t e  discouraged. The wine people began 
meeting among themselves because they could see t h a t  
t he  repeal of t h e  E igh teen th  ~mendment  was n o t  t h a t '  
far off  and so on. I w a s  4iscouraged by what 
had happened t o  our campaign. 

But I hadn't given up the  idea. I kept  t a lk ing  
t o  t h e  Rossis and f i n a l l y  sa id ,  "I 'd l i k e  t o  keep on 
with t h i s  wine educational program, but t he  Grape 
Growers League i s  out  of money and. theylre  t a lk ing  
about changing the  name t o  t h e  Wine Prod.ucers Associa- 
t ion." And they were t a lk ing  t o  t h e  people down at 
Fresno and t o  B a r l o t t i  and. G i u l i i  down i n  Los Angeles 

*Reported, i n  U.S. Congress, House Ways and Means Committee, 
"Prohibition, Mod-if i ca t ion  of Volstead Act. Hearings. " 

1932. Y4, W36:V88. 



Ad.ams: and I couldn't keep in touch with all of them, At 
any rate they did change the name to the Wine 
Produoers Association, Harry Caddow was secretary 
of that. 

I used to check with Caddow, and he wouldn't tell 
me what was going on except that they didn't have any 
money. I remember that. There wasn't anything for 
publicity. I think my last bill to the Grape Growers 
League had been paid, and. that was it, 

POST-REPEAL CAMPAIGNS 

Adams: Smith said, '@Why don't you get the Italian Swiss 
Colony as an advertising client?" I spoke to the 
Rossis about that and they said, @@Well, we have a 
very old friend named Leon Livingston who has an 
advertising agency.'@ He was a relative of one of the 
Rossis. He had the advertising account without a 
doubt, "But," the Rossis said, "a great deal of writing 
could be done, and how about doing the publioity?" I 
said, "Fine. That's great. It'll keep my hand in,@' 

The Rossis in the meantime had moved into 781 
Beach Street from 57 Broadway, So I went to work, 
and I began writing more and more about the wine 
industry in those days, I wrote all the publicity for 
the Wine Producers Association whenever there was 
anything to write, although they were not my client-- 
the Bossis were. I made my first visit to the Italian 
Swiss Colony at Asti with Ed Rossi. There I met a 
gentleman I nicknamed the "Duke of A ~ t i , ~  Enrico Prati, 
It seems that when the various properties around Asti, 
around the Colony, had changed owners before and during 
Prohibition, the Seghesio family had bought the biggest 
chunk of the Colony's vineyards, Enrico Prati was the 
husband of one of the Seghesio girls, Prati was running 
the Italian Swiss Colony winery, which started operation 
in--I don't remember, You'd have to look in Ed Rossi's 
interview. I remember at least that in 1932 they were 
again making wine, 

With the approach of Repeal I got a great idea 
for wine publicity. I had learned a great deal from 
Mrs. [Frona Eunice Wait] Colburn, in particular, about 
the old-time vintage festivals. I thought, "This is 



Adams: the thing to do! We'll have the first vintage 
festival in California since before Prohibitionlw 
The Rossis thought that it would be too expensive. 
I remember telling them how to do this for a total 
budget of ninety dollars. "When you're getting your 
wine ready to ship east, the first batches of Italian 
Swiss Colony," I said,, "what you do is tell the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad that you want it to 
leave in a trainload all at one time. The ninety 
dollars we'll spend for the costumes. Swiss peasant 
costa me^.^ So, they borrowed the girls from the 
high school at Cloverdale. And I went to Goldstein's 
costumers, and we carried this whole carload of 
costumes up there. We met the girls, and in the 
meantime I had lined. up the newsreels [photographers]. 

Teiser: So, there you were with the girls in costumes. 

Adams: The girls were in costumes and all the newsreels 
represented in the west were present, and newspaper 
photographers galore. We had to borrow some accordionists, 
although there were no such things as sound tracks on 
the newsreels at the time, and we had a vintage festival 
for ninety dollars that was publicized, I suppose, in 
all the Gnglish speaking countries. That's how post- 
Prohibition America received its first trainload of 
wine. 

I remember that the Italian Swiss Colony used to 
pay me some trivial monthly retainer. The Rossis 
couldn't afford very much. At one point the Rossis, 
it turned out, were expanding. The Italian Swiss Colony 
marketing set-up was expanding. I remember the day I 
was called down to an office on California Street to 
write a news release. The news release was that Joseph 
Di Giorgio had joined Italian Swiss Colony. He had 
bought, I don't remember whether it was the oontrolling 
interest or a 49% interest.* You see, Di Giorgio had 
decided. that the Italian Swiss Colony was the organization 
to provide a home for his left-over table grapes. [Laughs] 

So, I remember writing the release and getting it 
approved up in the Di Giorgio offioe as well as by the 
Rossis. Well, things were really popping, and I felt 
that it was time to get going now with my chosen great 
cause--despite the lack of cooperation from Harry Caddow 
at the Wine Producers Association office, who wouldn't 
tell me what was going on. 

*See Ed.mond. A, Rossi interview in this series, op. g., 
79. 4-10 



Adams : What we had t o  do w a s  form a Winegrowers 
Association, I d idn ' t  l i k e  t h e  term "Wine Producers," 
It d idn ' t  suggest vineyards, farming, Then, one d.ay 
from t h e  Cal i fornia  S t a t e  Chamber of Commerce, 
Frederick J. Koster ca l l ed  me and he s a i d . ,  "I want 
you t o  t a l k  t o  Charles Knight who's i n  charge of our  
Indus t r i a l  Development Department, The S t a t e  Chamber 
of Commerce wants t o  hold a meeting of wine and r e l a t ed  
indus t r i e s , "  (This  wasn't my idea,  I can t e l l  you.) 
"We want t o  hold it a t  Del Monte, and I want you t o  
he lp  Charl ie  Knight prepare t h i s  programen 

Well, I go t  together  with Knight, Knight's 
purpose, of course,  w a s  t o  ge t  these  sprouting wine 
companies conditioned. t o  make annual f i n a n c i a l  con- 
t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Chamber of Commerce, Well, 
Frederick Koster w a s  an i d e a l i s t .  H i s  purposes were 
e n t i r e l y  construct ive,  Apparently t h i s  w a s  cooked up 
by Norman Sloane, t h e  general manager of t h e  S t a t e  
Chamber, and Charl ie  Knight, And they,  of course, 
ca l l ed  Koster and then Koster ca l l ed  me. 

I helped t o  organize t h e  Del Monte meeting and I 
thought i t ' d  be g r ea t ,  because we had t o  do something 
about moving t h i s  th ing out  of t h e  hands of Harry 
Caddow, Nothing w a s  happening there.  I ' d  begun t o  l e a r n  
t h a t  Harry Caddow w a s  not an  executive of any kind, He 
w a s  a very loveable l i t t l e  contact  man, A f r i e n d  of 
everybody, and everybody loved him. But no executive, 

Smith and. I had decided t h a t  what w a s  needed was 
a s t rong wine organizat ion,  and maybe we could move 
through t h e  S t a t e  Chamber of Commerce t o  g e t  an 
organizat ion formed. A t  t h e  same time I had go t ten  
acquainted with Burke Cr i tchf ie ld .  I don't remember 
how Cr i t ch f i e ld  happened t o  c a l l  me. I think it w a s  
through Frederick Koster. Cr i t chf ie ld  a l s o  s a id ,  
speaking f o r  t h e  bank [Bank of h e r i c a ] ,  t h a t  they had 
no confidence i n  Harry Caddow, and t h a t  he knew I had 
been d.oing a l l  t h e  wri t ing  and t h a t  though paid by t he  
I t a l i a n  Swiss Colony, I w a s  doing a l l  t h e  wri t ing  about 
anything t h a t  counted i n  t h e  wine p ic ture ,  Caddow 
couldn't even wr i t e ,  The hundreds of th ings  you ' l l  
f i n d  i n  t h e  f i l e s  and magazines signed., "Harry A, Cad.d.own 
were a l l  wr i t t en  by me. Every s i ng l e  one, 



Adams : And my decision early was that I wanted nothing 
to do with running any organization. I had formed 
other organizations, but I had never wanted to run 
them. That was a Chamber of Commerce-like business, 
a profession that I despised, and. I didn't want to 
be anything like that. I wanted to be the anonymous 
propagandist, the teacher of the masses, by the arts 
of propaganda. 

Bow, Critchfield was conoerned, for the Bank of 
America, with the fact that most of the states were 
legislating taxes on wine. And the taxes were 
absolutely ridiculously high, and something needed to 
be done about taxes and licenses. Something had to 
be done about the lobbying, a lobbying job across the 
United States. 

Walter Taylor was one of the few people who were 
awake to this. I'm sure that Walter was getting 
complaints from the Adams's and the Wellers about 
this, and Garrett was calling from time to time and 
pointing out that the wine people had better do some- 
thing and you couldn't expect him to do everything. 
Garrett was crusading on his own for decent tax rates. 
But he wasn't as big then as he had been pre-Prohibition. 

I don't remember how all of this next thing came 
about but one day Frederick Koster was asked if he 
would go to a key meeting of state administrators, the 
National Association of Tax Administrators, I believe 
was the name of it, that was going to be held at 
French Liok, Indiana. This was in 1934, and Critchf ield 
would go along. Would I go along, with the Italian 
Swiss Colony paying my way, as the writing member of 
this trio, this three man team? I agreed. to go. And 
I remember first writing key portions of a pamphlet 
addressed to the Tax Administrators, which I think you 
can still find in the Wine Institute files. It's a 
yellow pamphlet about six by eight signed by Frederick 
J. Koster, something about wine as food and the need 
to tax wine reasonably. 



Adams : I took the  t r a i n  with Cri tchfield.  That's when 
I became b e t t e r  acquainted with Cri tchfield.  I w a s  
already hunting f o r  somebody t o  succeed Caddow as an 
executive t o  form a r e a l  wine associa t ion through 
which money could be raised f o r  my educational campaign. 
That's when I rea l ized  t h a t  Cri tchf ie ld  would so r t  of 
l i k e  t o  be the  person, but t ha t  Cri tchf ie ld  w a s  not 
the  r igh t  person, t h a t  he would never be able t o  operate 
and especia l ly  get  t he  wine people behind him. 

I r e c a l l  t h a t  I wrote the  news s t o r i e s  about 
French Lick i n  advance, before I l e f t  California. 
A t  French Lick I rented a car ,  and ear ly  one morning, 
a f t e r  t he  t a x  administrators had heard Frederick Koster's 
speech, I ran t o  Indianapolis and placed the  s t o r i e s  
with the  wire services,  and the  wire s tory  ran across 
the  country again. That w a s  qu i te  an adventure. It 
w a s  t he  best  piece of wine educational material  t o  run 
on the  wires up t o  tha t  time. I enjoyed, of course, 
the  f a c t  t h a t  I had wri t ten a l l  the  material ,  past  tense, 
before going t o  the  French Lick meeting. 

Now, did t h a t  precede o r  did t h a t  follow the  first 
Del Monte meeting of the  wine industry and re la ted  
i n t e r e s t s ?  My guess is t h a t  the  Del Monte meeting may 
have preceded it. I ' m  not certain. But I remember 
saying t o  Frederick Koster, on the  way home from French 
Lick, t h a t  what we need is  an executive t o  form a good 
wine association. Koster rep l ied  almost indignantly 
t h a t  there ' s  nothing wrong with Harry Caddow. I found 
I couldn't ge t  him o r  any of t he  wine people t o  under- 
s tand the need. I remember t rying t o  explain t o  the  
Rossis t h a t  we needed a person of r e a l  a b i l i t y ,  but 
they didn' t  understand ei ther.  I w a s  stuck with Harry 
Caddow. 

I remember somebody came up with a name f o r  an 
associat ion,  t h a t  they borrowed from the Di s t i l l ed  
S p i r i t s  I n s t i t u t e ;  they would. c a l l  t h i s  the  Wine 
Ins t i t u t e .  I didn' t  l i k e  the  Wine I n s t i t u e  name ei ther.  
Anyway, with Koster heading t h i s ,  I wrote the  prograsl 
f o r  t he  organization meeting. (This w a s  a f t e r  t he  first 
Del Monte conference.) I remember arranging the  meeting 
held i n  the  C l i f t  Hotel i n  November, 1934, t o  organize 
the  Wine Ins t i t u t e .  I had t o  aocept t h a t  name. 

Teiser: Was Louis Martini i n  on tha t ,  do you remember? 



Adams: My memory is that Louis Mactini refused to go along. 
I think Martini went along on the Grape Growers League, 
but he didn't want to join the Wine Institute. I'll 
tell you more about this in a minute. I'm almost sure 
that Louis did not oome to that meeting. Anyway, since 
I couldn't get an exeoutive I at least got the Wine 
Institute an attorney. In faot, you'll have to oredit 
this to Bob Smith, my associate. 

Smith had done the election campaign of Jefferson 
E. Peyser, a former San Francisco supervisor. Smith 
was more in the campaign business in later years. 
Peyser had been elected to the state legislature, and 
Smith pointed out to me--I didn't know Peyser very well 
at the time--that the best possible attorney that 
the wine people could possibly have would be a member 
of the state legislature. So, I brought him in. I 
realized when I met Peyser that he was a brilliant 
young man. We have never fully agreed, but he's - 

brilliant, I'll grant that. He's quick on the uptake, 
as they say. So it was not a great deal of difficulty 
to get Peyser, since there was no other attorney trying 
for the job. Had some other attorney been campaigning 
for it I couldn't have gotten a better attorney, either.* 

These wine people were naive about anything. They 
were very sophisticated about wine, but naive about 
politics. Anyway, we got Peyser, and Peyser wrote 
the original by-laws of the Wine Institute. Peyser 
didn't know anything about the wine industry. And when 
the wine people talked about how to finance the 
organization they, of course, used the same method that 
the CVA used, whioh was so many cents or fractions of 
a cent per unit of volume. I was paying no attention 
to any of this because I wasn't interested in running 
the association. I just wanted to get going and raise 
some money so I could do my great eduoational job. 

So anyway, we succeeded and got the thing 
incorporated, and then the question was: who were 
going to be members? Well, many good people became 
members, because they realized. it was very necessary 
and so on. I didn't have anything to do with this. 
But the vast numbers didn't want to be members. The 
people down around Fresno mostly didn't want to be 
members and they formed their own association, the 

*For additional material on Jefferson E. Peyser see 
further references in this interview as indexed and 
also Jefferson E. Peyser, The Law and the California 
Wine Industry, an interview in this series completed 
in 1974. 



Adams: Sweet Wine Producers Association,* They didn't see 
any reason for ariy Wine Institute. 

LEGISLATION 

Adams: But problems were mounting in all directions, This 
was a very busy time. For example, lobbying, legisla- 
tion, Critchfield seemed to be doing a good job in 
behalf of the bank, He recognized. that the bank, after 
all, had a lot of money invested in vineyards, not too 
much in wineries because the wineries weren't worth 
investing and 1end.ing money on- But for the investment 
in grapes they had better do something about wine 
legislation, So, Critchfield was responsible for 
getting the little Wine Institute to be the agency to 
receive contributions of money, whether in dues or not 
didn't particularly matter, to pay for a lobbying job, 
and Mr, Critchfield would do the lobbying job, Mr- 
Critchfield, paid from the Wine Institute funds, hopped 
on the train and went to this legislature and that 
legislature and soon was telephoning back about the 
marvelous attorneys that he'd found, and law firms 
that could do anything and everything if we'd just pay 
so much, 

I remember my telephone ringing at night with Mr. 
Critchfield calling me to try to get the wine people 
off the dime to say yes on this deal and that deal. 
And I would investigate, try to estimate, and talk to 
Smith who knew more about it than I did. And flnally 
I discussed it with old Judge De Vries who knew more 
than both of us put together, De Vries said, "Mr. 
Critchfield is dealing with the wrong kind of people, 
He's trying to buy legislation. You can't do this," 
Anyway there were great battles, and. Critchfield was 
told that this deal won't go--and Malter Taylor had. a 
lot to do with this, by the way, Walter was getting 
advice from Garrett, who was no longer in Fruit 
Industries at this point, and from other men of the 
world in Chicago, what kind of deal should be made 
here and there. And Critchfield was told no, that he 
must d.eal through legitimate channels, "You go and. see 

*See also pp, 36-38. 



Adams: legislators. You stay away from these attorneys who 
are going to sell you great lobbying jobs." 

Then Critchfield said, "In that case I have to 
have help. Who's available?" Well, this became 
very funny. [Iaughs] There was a neurotic individual 
named Gerald Pearce who had been hired by Dr. Sherwood 
Shear of the Giannini Foundation of Agricultural 
Economics at the University of California in Berkeley 
to help him do some statistical studies of wine. 
Pearce had no inhibitions about asking people for a 
job. When he was applying he said he could do anything, 
a job of any kind. Who was foolish enough to have made 
this mistake I don't know, but anyway someone gave Mr. 
Pearce the job of assisting Mr. Critchfield. [Laughs] 
No one I've ever met could have possibly been a worse 
choice than Gerald G. Pearce. I got to know Pearce 
quite well later. I remember Pearce going to this 
state and that state. 

Then there was a cousin of one of the wine men, a 
very fine sterling character named Eugene B. Morosoli, 
who needed a job but who was also a completely wrong 
choice for any legislative representation. Somebody 
hired him for some state legislative problem or other -- 
[Laughs] The mess became so bad that we finally needed 
someone to clean up some confusion in Texas, and Mr. 
Peyser was persuaded to go to Texas. And Peyser did. 
approach the legislators in Texas, and as I recall, 
this was the one successful bit of legislation that 
we had in that particular campaign. But those were 
confusing elements, all going on at the same time. For 
confusion you could.ntt find anything to match this. 

Then there were Mr. Roosevelt and the NRA, and 
Ad.lai Stevenson. Harris Willingham and the FACA and. 
oh, how all these things happened all at the same 
time.* 



(Interview #3 - December 28, 1972) 

Adams: This i s  the  s tory  of an associat ion and an industry 
and what r e a l l y  w a s  involved i n  the  development of 
wine i n  California. One of the most in te res t ing  
aspects  i s  the  doctrine t h a t  i s  involved here, the  
matter of what is wine?--the concept of wine t h a t  the  
people i n  the  industry did have. Only a few people 
l i k e  the  Rossis had. a concept of wine. Too many others 
thought of wine as a skid-row beverage. 

Teisert  You mean t h e  people the industry had? 

Adams: Most of t he  big people i n  t h e  industry thought of wine 
as the  skid-row beve ragz  The bankers regarded wine 
as one by-product of the  grape industry. It's t h i s  
pa r t i au la r  element tha t  is the  most important i n  the  
post-Repeal s to ry  of wine i n  America, t h i s  miaaonception 
of the  r o l e  of wine. That was the  grea t  s truggle i n  
which I played a part.  

Teiser: You mean tha t  it had low pres t ige ,  it was a cheap source 
of a1 coho1 ? 

Adams: That w a s  a f a c t ,  but t ha t  w a s  the  l e s s  important fact .  
The important f a c t  was the  concept. During a l l  of t he  
years i n  which wine grew i n  North America, only a few 
people real ized t h a t  wine is  a food beverage, t h a t  wine 

. is an a r t i c l e  of food. The people who were important 
and who held the  power thought only of t he  grape industry. 
Table grapes and r a i s i n s  were regarded as f a r  more 
important, and wine w a s  completely neglected, and wine's 
fu ture  w a s  never understood. 



POST-REPEAL DISSENSIONS 

Adams: The few of us who realized from the beginning tha t  
wine w a s  the  most important reason f o r  growing grapes 
and tha t  wine had a great  future,  we had a f igh t  on 
our hands. This f igh t  sometimes came out in to  the  
open. When it cane out in to  the open w a s  when the 
f i g h t  became d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us. That's the t rue  s tory 
of the Wine I n s t i t u t e  and the Wine Advisory Board. 

Teiser: Well, spec i f ica l ly  how did it work out then? 

Adans: In  s p i t e  of the bankers and i n  s p i t e  of the  r a i s i n  and 
tab le  grape people -- 

Teiser: Now, when you speak of %he bankers" you speak almost 
en t i r e ly  of the Bank of America, don't you? 

Adams: Well yes. But the  other banks had the sane views; 
they a l l  had the same view. And the United Sta tes  
Department of Agriculture had the same view, and the 
California Department of Agriculture had the  same view. 
They a l l  thought of the grape industry as a s ingle  
industry, and wine merely as the  salvage out le t  because 
i t s  use of grapes cane last on the calendar. 

Here I w a s  with the concept of wine as the important 
subject ,  and the only one tha t  r ea l ly  interested me. 
I wasn't primarily interested i n  the prosperity of the  
r a i s i n  and tab le  grape growers. Nor were the t rue  old- 
time wine people. They didn't  care about r a i s ins  and 
tab le  grapes. They regarded the left-over r a i s ins  
and tab le  grapes as the garbage. 

Teiser: So the Wine I n s t i t u t e  t o  begin with had two groups i n  
it? 

Adams: Yes. 

Teiser: How did you get the  people i n  it who thought tha t  
other than wine uses f o r  grapes were more important? 

Adams: It w a s  obviously t o  t h e i r  advantage t o  do what we 
planned, t o  increase wine consumption. But many times 
they attempted t o  rebel against how I w a s  spending t h e i r  
money. For many years I spent millions of t h e i r  dol lars ,  
collected through the marketing assessment, t o  promote 



Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams r 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

Teiser: 

Adams : 

table wine, and they would in open meeting protest, 
"Thatf s not what wef re selling, Wef re selling sweet 
wine to skid row," This emphasis on table wines is 
the most important thing in this story, And as you 
see it has turned out, and everyone now knows, that 
we were right, 

Itfs turned out that table wines have made up a 
larger part of the market finally, is that what you 
mean? 

Of course1 Yes, Dessert wines have a great future 
too, They have a place in civilized living, They are 
going to be tremendously important, particularly when 
they improve their quality, 

Is it harder to make good table wines than good 
dessert wines? 

In the making, yes, In the grape growing it is more 
diffioult, The choice of grape varieties is important, 

Is it true that growing grapes for dessert wines is 
easier because there is more land in whioh it can be 
done reasonably well? 

Therefs more cheap land available and the number of 
tons per acre from dessert wine grapes is greater than 
from table wine grapes, But even this is somewhat 
foggy beoause of grape difference in variety versus 
district, 

Can you tell the whole story of the split in the 
industry? 

Yes. Ifm most interested in getting on reoord what 
Ifm sure no one else has ever told you, this real 
underlying split, if you wish to call it that, the 
doctrinal differences in the industry that were of the 
greatest importanoe, You see, the principal people 
in the wine industry didn't understand wine, They 
never drank it; they drank whiskey, 

When I appeared on the wine scene, there were 
some vocal advocates of wine as an article of food, 
One of them was that admirable pair of twins, the 
Rossis, The Bossis, indootrinated by their father and 



Adamsr by Andrea Sbarboro, had a vision of wine as the table 
beverage, the healthful temperate beverage, the anti- 
toxin against alcoholism. This is what Sbarboro 
believed, and this is what Captain [Paul] Garrett 
preached. 

Now, Captain Garrett, on the other side of the 
continent, may or may not have felt as deeply about 
the welfare of the American people, but he found it 
good policy to preach about the temperate use of wine 
with food, in order to get low taxes. But the Rossis 
truly believed, and it was the Rassis more than anyone 
else who contributed to today's wine revolution, for 
the wine revolution of today that has still only begun. 
Winning the place for wine in the American diet. 

When I appeared on the scene, I did not understand 
that this split was ahead, that this subject was going 
to plague my efforts and force me into a position of 
an association executive, which I never wanted to be. 
My interest was in the educational objective, the 
doctrinal objective, the sociological aspect, and it 
still is. That's my interest today. I don't care 
primarily about the prosperity of the industry or its 
economic soundness, except that they are necessary to 
the achievement of the sociologic and cultural objective 
that is involved. And I have never owned any stock in 
any winery or any vineyard or anything of the sort 
because my interest is entirely this doctrine that I 
adopted so many, many years ago, that appealed to me. 

When the Wine Institute was at last in operation, 
it had a majority of the wine industry among its 
members, but there were big, big hold-outs. For 
example, Arakelian, Gallo, Sebastiani--and from time 
to time we would get resignation from Fruit Industries 
itself. A number of the co-operative wineries which 
were members of Fruit Industries never became members 
of the Wine Institute; they held out. Their reason 
for holding out was, of course, financial. They saw 
no reason to pay any money if someone else would carry 
the freight. Arakelian, for example, realized that he 
had a cost and price advantage over people who were 
foolish enough to pay dues to the Wine Institute. 

However, the Wine Institute budget was not so large 
that they could have been warranted in that position. 



Adams: But they were the kind of people who could figure 
even a few thousand dollars over a period of years 
as being terribly important. Setrakian during most 
of the years and up to my retirement in 1954 was not 
a member of the Wine Institute, but his motive was 
different. He wanted to be the Hking,tt but he was 
frustrated in this because too many people hated him, 
and he wouldn't have been a very good ttking" anyhow. 
[~au~hs] Setrakian, by the way, never believed in 
the place'of wine in the American diet. He approved 
of my medical research program, but he didn't believe 
wine was a healthful drink. There were occasions 
where I've heard him state in open meetings of the 
wine industry that wine is the beverage for skid row. 
These are fair examples of what we were up against. 

Teiser: Let me interrupt you, if I may. Were the people who 
didn't join mainly in the Central Valley? 

Adams: There were many in the north as well, throughout the 
coast counties. There was a great deal of suspicion, 
espeoially by people who were old-timers, by small 
wineries, a suspicion of the large organizations. They 
had no confidence in the big companies with whom they 
were acquainted. They felt that if they let themselves 
become members of this organization they would somehow 
be victimized. This was especially true of suoh people 
as Sebastiani. Old Samuele Sabastiani--I had heard 
this story--had at some point cooperated with the old 
California Wine Association in some matter, and had 
felt that he was cheated, and he would never even talk 
to us. I would go to see him and he wouldn't see me. 

Teiser: I used to know the people that owned the Simi winery. 
They were out; were they ever in? 

Adams: They themselves were never really in. During the 
World War I1 wine shortage, Parrott & Co. paid their 
dues. The Fred Haigh family were very suspicious 
people. There was some ground for suspicion, I 
suppose, also. We employed two or three field men at 
various times. At least one of them--I didn't pick him, 
Caddow did--was inclined to be drunk on occasion and 
that may have had something to do with it. But the 
people who had been ruined by Prohibition were 
suspicious. 



Teiser: I believe that Louis Martini was interested in the idea 
of an association and then -- 

Adams: I never could really be certain about Louis Martini's 
motives for staying out of the Institute.* Perhaps 
part of the blame was on the people who financed him 
while he was operating at Kingsburg in San Joaquin 
Valley, but I'm not certain of that. I've always 
gotten along very' well with Louis Martini. 

(Interruption) 

Teiser: I was about to say that you oan't then categorize 
the people who were for or against the Wine Institute? 

Adams: No. To fill in, now, events which will lead up again 
to this matter of dootrine or split in the industry, 
however you prefer to refer to it: in the beginning 
of the Repeal years there was no recognition by the 
banks or the large factors in the industry of the 
differences in quality of grapes. And the quality of 
the grape, as everyone has now learned, [laughs]--at 
long, long, last, with all the unsucoessful efforts 
by the University of California to teach the industry-- 
people are at long last learning that you oannot make 
good wine out of bad grapes, and that you cannot make 
fine wine out of ordinary grapes. 

For example I remember the Napa Valley Co-operative 
Winery (by the way, Napa Valley co-op was one of the 
first members of the post-Repeal Fruit ~ndustries) 
holding an annual meeting in the mid-30s,_and hearing 
a complaint by some grower members who grew such grapes 
as the Johannisberg Riesling and the Chardonnay and 
Pinot noir, that they were getting no more in the way 
of revenue from wine made from their grapes than were 
the growers of Carignane, Burger and Zinfandel, which 
were regarded as ordinary grapes. 

And I remember their pointing out in this open 
meeting held there near St. Helena, in the Grange Hall, 
that their vineyards were producing perhaps two tons to 
the acre while the other vineyards were producing six 
and seven tons to the acre. I don't reoall when this 

*Until 1941, when he became a member. 



Adams: was remedied in that particular co-operative winery, 
but this was typical, 

Teiser: How was this remedied? 

Adams: Oh, in order to keep them as co-op members, the co-op 
eventually had to compensate them at least in relation 
to the lower number of tons-per-aore that their 
vineyards produced, I used to listen to this but 
never paid much attention to the way in which each co-op 
operated. 

John Daniel* of Inglenook, managing Inglenook, had 
among his bitterest of all resentments against the 
bankers of California the purported fact (I'm quoting 
him now) that the banks would never advance any more 
money, in the way of loans, on wine from premium table 
wine grape varieties than they would for the cheapest 
varieties in the state, That grapes were grapes as far 
as the bank was concerned. Daniel wasn't an old-timer, 
HIS statement was only one example of this failure of 
the financing interests and the real heads of the wine 
industry to recognize the great opportunity for good 
table wine in Amerioa, the true plaee of wine in America. 
I could supply you with many other examples, 

Teiser: I remember that John Daniel and Hemnan Wente worked 
closely together in trying to build up the Wine Institute, 
didn't they? 

Adams: Yes, they did. 

Teiser: Couldn't anybody get Carl Wente interested in this 
problem? 

Adams: The Wente brothers were not always in agreement about 
the place and future of wine in America, Harry Caddow, 
who was very close to them both, Herman and Ernest, 
used to tell me that Ernest was not enthusiastic about the 
winery. Ernest enjoyed the farming, incltzding the live- 
stock, more than he did the growing of wine, Carl was, 
of course, a banker, important in the Bank of Amerioa, 
So far as I know, Carl never entered the battle that 
subsequently beoame so acute, The bank was always on 

+He used "John Daniel, Jr." throughout his life. 



Adams r the side of "stabilization. " wStabili~ationw meant , 
treating wine as the salvage outlet for grapes. 

Teiser: That's a new definition. 

Adams: Well, that's exactly what it meant. You couldn't 
stabilize the grape industry without first worrying 
about the number one on the calendar, the table 
grapes and the number two on the calendar, the raisins. 
Number three on the calendar oomes last; you pick the 
grapes to make wine in October, November, and even 
December, even as far as into January to salvage the 
table grape culls. 

Why did Mr. Di Giorgio have wineries? He wasn't 
interested in wine. He never was really interested in 
wine, only in grapes--nor were his nephews. 

I was not an impartial executive when I became a 
Wine Institute executive. I was never impartial on 
this issue. I did not enter the discussions because I 
couldn't as a staff person, and I felt that I could be 
most effective when I was never a speaker at any time. 
I planned the meetings, however, and I would always 
plan the meetings so that the people who believed in 
the future of wine had plenty of opportunity to express 
their views. At various times the people who believed 
in wine and those who had discovered that their future 
lay in wine and/or discovered that various proposed 
stabilization plans would treat wine as the garbage 
outlet--they proposed measures to improve wine quality 
and I was enthusiastic for such measures, and I helped 
them at various times to put together their proposals. 
$ helped from the teohnical and writing standpoint. I 
got help from the university people who were also 
favorable to this. One of the best proposals was a 
proposal to establish mandatory quality standards for 
grapes for crushing. At a point in the early '50s such 
a proposal seemed to have a chance of at least reaching 
public hearings, although it didn't have much chance of 
adoption because the bank was against it. Robert Dl 
Giorgio at that point, following the death of his uncle, 
Joe, was the head of the Dl Giorgio Fruit Corporation 
and its wineries. One day Bob Dl Giorgio stalked. from 
the [Wine Institute] conference room at 717 Market 
Street into my office, which was adjoining, and pounded 
on the table and said, in effect, "There's no reason 
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why we should be a member of an organizat ion t h a t  i s  
planning agains t  our i n t e r e s t s .  You know why we have 
winer ies ln  It w a s  as o lear  a statement as any t h a t  
the  only reason they had a winery w a s  t o  salvage t h e i r  
lef t -over  t a b l e  grapes. 

I have here a Wine I n s t i t u t e  press r e l ea se  dated 
Modesto, June 25--no year--beginning, %rowers and 
vintners  from a l l  pa r t s  of California met i n  Modesto 
today and gave t e n t a t i v e  approval t o  a d r a f t  of a 
proposed marketing order  f o r  qua l i ty  grading of grapes 
used. by Cal i fornia  wineries. 

Yes. I wrote it myself. [Laughs] There w a s  a point  
f i n a l l y  when I had t o  ge t  some of my staff t o  wri te  a 
few things,  but I ' m  a f r a id  I wrote t h i s .  It seems t o  
me t h a t  t h i s  w a s  e a r l i e r ,  considerably e a r l i e r ,  than 
t h i s  incident  I ju s t  mentioned with M r .  Robert D i  Giorgio. 

Was it an e a r l i e r  attempt t o  put over t he  qua l i ty  
proposal t h a t  f a i l e d ?  

The Modesto meeting w a s  an ea r ly  attempt f o r  qua l i t y  
grapes, and it got  nowhere. 

The grape prora te  i n  1938 w a s  t h e  f irst  post-Repeal 
s t a b i l i z a t i o n  measure. It was cooked up by Cr i tchf ie ld  
and Walter Taylor i n  par t icular .  Those two more than 
any o thers  put t h e  prorate together. It completely 
ignored t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  surplus it w a s  supposed t o  
control  did. not e x i s t  i n  wine grapes. The surplus 
consisted e n t i r e l y  of r a i s i n  and t a b l e  grapes, and yet  
it purported t o  t u r n  i n t o  brandy, as I r e c a l l ,  for ty-  
f i v e  per  cent of t he  product of every vineyard i n  t he  
s t a t e .  This i s  one example of t h i s  concept of the  grape 
indust ry  as a s ing le  industry with th ree  segments. This 
is  what w a s  wrong with M r .  Cri tchfield.  

He w a s  an ag r i cu l tu ra l  economist, not a wine man. 

Yes, he had no respect  f o r  wine. He had no be l ie f  i n  
t h e  fu tu re  of wine. There were only a few of us who 
had t h i s  be l ie f .  

Do you remember Frericks? 

Oh yes. fbdy Prericks was one who did  bel ieve  i n  the  
fu tu re  of wine. 



LOUIS M. MARTINI 

Adams: And I might add that so did Lauis Martini. But Louis 
Martini rather defies classification emotionally. 
[Laughs] The ego of Louis Michael Martini was expressed 
in two ways; one was in arguing, and the other was in 
producing a very fine product. 

1'11 tell you this little yarn about Lauis Martini, 
which I think represents him about as well as anything 
in his whole history. Though not a member of the Wine 
Institute, he happened to attend (in his own behalf) a 
hearing in Sacramento in reference to the tax rates the 
county assessors worked out each year on personal 
property taxes on wine. I went to that meeting [in 
February 19351. There Louis Martini saw me and found 
out who I was. We were both staying at the Hotel Senator 
and that evening he said he wanted to talk to me. 

We talked in a room. I don't remember whether it 
was Louist or my room, but we talked for hours. I tried 
to express my views, but Louis Martini didn't want to 
talk about any such thing. What he wanted to tell me 
was that, although he was then just a bulk wine producer 
at Kingsburg--"One day," he said, "I will be producing 
the finest wine in California." Of course, I didn't 
pay much attention to his prediction. But unbeknom 
to the rest of the industry, he was already building an 
inventory of very fine aged table wines. He knew that 
table wines were the future. 

He had bought a Napa vineyard and a winery at St. 
Helena." And there his wine was not yet for sale. 
Nobody und.erstood what was happening. All they knew was 
that there wasaconcrete block building on the highway 
there at St. Helena, and that the sign said, "L.M. 
Martini Grape Products," but as far as we all knew 
Martini was at Kingsburg. 

Then, all at once--and I'd have to look up the yearo- 
Louis Martini introduced Louis Martini table wines, as 
fine an assortment of wines as the Beaulieus and the 
Inglenooks. In other words, they ranked overnight right 



Adams: with the  very f i n e s t  premium wines of California. He 
introduced them a l l  at once. From tha t  year on, every 
time t h a t  Louis Martini ever s a w  me he would poke h i s  
f inge r  against  my chest and say, "You remember what I 
t o l d  you t h a t  night  at the  Hotel Senator i n  Sacramental" 

Then the  years passed and then at l e a s t  once o r  
twice a year Louis Martini would barge in to  my o f f i ce  
[at the  Wine I n s t i t u t e ]  without even ta lking t o  the  
recept ion is t ,  and sit down and argue with me. And he 
always would say, "You remember what I t o l d  you that 
night...n And t o  t h i s  day, even though there  is some- 
thing wrong with h i s  t ee th  and he uan no longer speak 
i n t e l l i g i b l y ,  I can s t i l l  hear those words come out of 
h i s  mouth. When he used t o  come i n t o  my o f f i ce  he used 
t o  say--here's one of h i s  pets--"I don't agree with you." 
(This would be out of the  air.) "And i f  you agree with 
me, I'll change my mind! " That's Louis Martini. Oh, 
I could t e l l  you more s t o r i e s  about Louis. 

The s tory  of Louis Martini had been wri t ten by 
Angelo Pel legr ini ,*  and I knew par t s  of it were incorreot,  
and I knew some other  things t h a t  o ther  people had t o l d  
me about Louis's ear ly  days, when he peddled wine from 
door-to-door i n  North Beauh. Not long ago I f i n a l l y  
pinned down Louis Martini up at  St. Helena, and with the  
help of h i s  son, Louis Peter,  I managed t o  ge t  h i s  s to ry  
from b i r th ,  s t e p  by s tep,  and I've condensed it i n  my 
book. But everyone e l s e  had gotten it wrong; I just  
l i k e  t o  ge t  things r ight .  

Teiser: The Wine I n s t i t u t e  s t a r t ed  off representing w h a t  
percentage of t he  industry? 

Adams: We may have had up t o  60% of the  industry by volume, 
but far fewer by number, although tha t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
f igu re  because the  number of wineries w a s  shrinking at  
a.n amazing rate--from more than seven hundred that were 
bond.ed at  Repeal, including former bootleggers t o  whom 
the  government granted amnesty i f  they would. pay taxes. 

Teiser: If they paid taxes on the  wine? 

*Americans by Choice, New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1956. See a l so  Martini, Louis M. and Martini, Louis P., 
Wine Making i n  the  Napa Valley, an interview i n  t h i s  
s e r i e s  completed i n  1973. 



Adams: That's right. But, that's a story by itself. 

"GARBAGE PROPOSALS " 

Adams: After the 1938 prorate came the various years in which 
there were short crops and there were long crops and 
so on. People were basically grape growers and as 
grape growers they would only think of one year at a 
time. One year's crop. They would lose all their 
interest in long-range planning as soon as one crop was 
on the vines or in the tanks. They'd worry about the 
weather, and pray for frost to cut the crop--to hit the 
other fellow's vines, of course; not their own. Except 
for World War 11, there was a chronic surplus of at 
least a quarter of a million tons per year in California 
from the grape market bust in 1925 until 1971. 

So you see why the banks worried about the surplus? 
And, of course, the controlling factors in the wine 
industry--the Fruit Industries and, the Di Giorgios, and. 
for that matter the distillers and the Setrakians 
working with the banks on stabilization plans--all they 
could see was what a handy garbage pail the wineries 
offered to get rid of that surplus. And then, of course, 
the surplus could be diverted into industrial alcohol, 
which it was on two occasions. But, if anything, they 
had to keep the raisin industry and the table grape 
industry in good condition. When Jesse Tapp became the 
key person in the Bank of America watching the welfare 
of the grape industry, Jesse Tapp somehow got the 
impression, which was true, [laughs] that I represented 
the opposition to these garbage proposals. But it was 
unfortunate for my position, because I became therefor 
less effective, which was really too bad. 

Anyway, the Institute was, on the one hand, trying 
to do an educational job and a quality job for principally 
table wines, and. incidentally for dessert wines (for 
which the ma or factors in the industry had no respect 
and no hopes 3 , while at the same time frustrating if at 
all possible these garbage proposals. And I helped to 
frustrate them. 



Adams : I recall one oase in which I helped. to d.efeat one 
of the proposals--I1d have to do some research to dig 
this particular one out. Herman Wente, Andy Frericks, 
and John Daniel talked to me about their opposition 
to that particular garbage proposal. They wanted their 
position put into writing, and I volunteered.. I said, 
"Ill1 be glad to put it into writing for you. This 
needs doing," It was a job that I had mimeographed, 
but in clear conscience beoause I would not let it be 
done in the Wine Institute office. It was written on 
my own time, not time paid for by my salary; it was an 
anonymous statement that they distributed, But I can 
tell you it was an effective one and it had a great 
deal to do with defeating that particular proposal. 

This piece--which is why I remember it--expressed 
the importance of the wine industry and the fact that 
the wineries were crushing far more grapes than the two 
other segments of the industry, namely raisins and 
table grapes, were using. It was a faot for many years 
that the wineries were absorbing more grapes than the 
other two segments combined, I was the ghost writer 
on my own time for the opposition to making wine a 
salvage product, 

These are the things that went on in the wine 
industry. 

Teiser: Let me ask you where two other firms that you haven't 
mentioned stood in relation to all this in the early 
days. One was Roma whioh was such a large factor for 
a time, and Petri. 

Adasls: Louis Petri, I think, had some hopes for wine, although 
he was much more interested in money. He had some hopes 
for wine. Cella, John Battista   el la? had some hopes 
for wine, But at the same time he was more interested 
in money. 

One of the reasons Louis Petri was often against 
these garbage proposals was that his constituency was 
largely in the Escalon-Manteca district where the 
principal grapes grown historioally have been wine 
varieties. So his constituency influenced him, Louis 
used to give us lots of trouble, however, because he 
was unpredictable on long-range matters, 

*of Roma Wine Company. 



Teiser: How about Cella? Did he stick with the -- ? 

Adams: Cella stayed with the Wine Institute, although at one 
point he also gave me considerable trouble. I think 
that [J.] Battista Cella had a long-range view. He 
understood something about the place of wine. 

FINANCING THE WINE INSTITUTE 

Adams: I remember his rebellion was against the dues structure 
of the Wine Institute, in which dues were based partially 
on the number of tons crushed. He said he didn't mind 
paying dues on his sales of wine, but that when he 
crushed grapes he just refused to pay any dues on that; 
he was going to put the wine away to be aged. h d  of 
course, he was right. [Laughs] But, it still didn't 
fit the financial structure of the Wine Institute. 

You see, I was forced by the incompetence of the 
so-called staff that Harry Caddow had employed, to take 
over the actual operation of the Institute with the 
title of assistant manager. First, I found that the 
Institute couldn't collect enough money to pay my 
Pacific Advertising Staff invoices, and my program was 
not going anywhere. I would go into the Institute 
office at night and look at the heaps of correspondence 
and the messes, and I started straightening them out. 
One of the things I finally looked into was the book- 
keeping. I had. never been interested in this before, 
but I found that the bookkeeper Caddow had hired didn't 
understand the dues structure. He didn't know what he 
was doing. 

So I went back and talked to my father-in-law who 
was an accountant by profession. I described this to 
him and he said, "From how you've just described the 
Institute finances, you'd. better not have anything to 
do with such an organization." I said, nThat's 
impossible. I'm very much involved with them." Then 
he said, "Well then, they had. better get a CPA audit 
right away. " 

So the next day I talked to Caddow and I frightened 
him into getting a firm of CPAs to do an audit. And the 



Adams: CPAs couldn't figure this out either. It was a 
complete mess. 

Well, that was just about the time that Cella 
was refusing to pay his dues, as were any number of 
others. We used to have to borrow money from such 
people as the Italian Swiss Colony and Lee Jones to pay 
bills. We didn't know how much people owed the 
Institute. And Walter Taylor of Fruit Industries was 
giving us trouble. He saw that we didn't need as much 
money as we were supposedtocollect after a season of 
an especially heavy grape crush. But nevertheless 
Walter always came up with a check and was paying his 
dues in advance. He was honest with the Wine Institute. 
He wanted to keep it going. It was the only structure 
that the people had, to do anything of any kind, 
legislatively or otherwise. 

So we were about to hold a directors' meeting in 
Lodi. This was in 1936. I shan't ever forget it. 
Early 1936. The meeting was to be held in the Hotel 
Lodie This was the night before, and I couldn't figure 
out any way to collect dues from Mr. JOBo Cella. He 
wouldn't pay dues on the number of tons of grapes he 
had crushed. I went to the Wine Institute office and. I 
got a copy of the by-laws and took them to my own office-- 
I still had my McClatchy office in the Chronicle Buildi~. 
I studied the by-laws for the first time; I'd never 
studied them before. The dues structure was so much per 
ton crushed, so much per gallon sold of "sweet wine," 
so much per gallon of "dry wine," so much per gallon 
of concentrate or proof gallon of brandy sold. That's 
all there was to it. 

And I thought, we're not going to get anywhere 
with Cella at tomorrow's meeting. So I rewrote that 
part of the by-laws that night. With a brainstorm I 
developed an entirely new concept of the association's 
dues. I'd never known of any association anywhere in 
the United States that had previously had this concept, 
but I've subsequently found it used elsewhere. It's a 
perfectly sound one. 

Volume in an industry goes up and down, and an 
association would be collecting too much money in some 
years and not enough money in others. I dreamed this up, 
and I had no training in accounting I wish you to know-- 



Adams: I realized that a trade association should have a 
budget. The word "budgetw had been mentioned in a 
conversation with Walter Taylor protesting that we 
were collecting more money than we needed. The word 
stuck in my mind. 

I figured out a budget. How much does the Wine 
Institute need to operate per year? I wrote a budget 
then and there. And then I rewrote the dues section of 
the by-laws. One half of the budget burden would be 
divided among the members in proportion to their part 
of the 100% of grapes crushed by the total membership. 
The other half of the budget burden would be divided 
among the members in proportion to what percentage each 
member sold of the total sold. I applied the old ratio 
between gallons sold of table wine and dessert wine and 
brandy and concentrate. Finally I provided that each 
member's percentage of the total budget burden would be 
the average of his percentage of the crush and his 
proportion of the sales. 

And then I phoned the office girls at their homes 
to come down early the next morning to get this mimeo- 
graphed in time for me to drive to Lodi for the meeting. 
There this amendment to the by-laws was adopted. It's 
still in the Wine Institute by-laws to this day. 

But Cella still couldn't understand it. He said, 
"1 still won't pay on crush." I had to explain to him, 
IIJ.B., I figured out your volume. You are going to pay 
exactly the same as if you paid only on sales." I 
finally convinced him of that, and it was true. His 
proportion of the industry in sales was the same as it 
was in volume. Well, Cella was a good boy from then on. 
It was wonderful. But, you see, I am a journalist and 
what am I doing writing by-laws? 

What I later had to do was write an accounting 
manual for the Institute and, the Wine Advisory Board. 
I couldn't get it out of the CPAs we hired. So, I 
went to Marin Junior College night bookkeeping classes 
for a few weeks to learn what accounting terms meant 
and what double entry bookkeeping meant. Then I went 
back and wrote an accounting manual that is still in 
use. This is for the very complex administration of 
the Wine Advisory Board contract money that is spent 



Adamst by the Wine Institute. My manual set standards that 
would pass any CPA or government auditor.* 

SELLING THE WINE IDEA IN FRESNO 

Adamst Anyway, here I was trying to do an education Job, and I 
also had to run an association. 

The solution was to work double time. For this 
purpose I employed two secretaries, bne who worked by 
day, the other who worked nights, weekends and holidays. 
This went on for three or four years. My educational 
program aimed at the public finally got going when we 
established the Wine Advisory Board, but we hadn't yet 
got the ind-ustry behind. us. Finally, having made no 
progress whatever with the San Joaquin Valley maJor 
segment of the ind.ustry in the matter of the future of 
table wine, or for that matter any future of quality 
in wine, I arrived at a peculiar conclusion. This was 
back probably about 1947-48, about that time. I 
realized that what was necessary first was to sell wine 
to those wine people. Sell them the idea of wine. 

The San Joaquin Valley segment were still running 
their own association, the Sweet Wine Producers 
Association. They didn't care to have any northern 
wine people come to their meetings. I figured out that 
one way to get to them was to hold directors' meetings 
of the whole industry in Fresno. So we had to be there. 
But even that was difficult. 

Setrakian was one of my examples of wine people 
who did not believe in wine. I figured., how could. I 
sell these people on wine? Well, one way was to make 
wine respectable, especially table wine. So, I planted 
the idea that when the Wine Institute next meets in 
Fresno would be a fine opportunity to hold a champagne 
ball. And to bring the ladies, beoause ladies have a 
great influence on men. And give the ladies a ohance 
to wear their evening dresses, so we'll have a black 
tie champagne ball, and. the wine men and their wives 

*See also pp. 89-90. 



Adams: and friends will learn to drink the product. 

This was readily arranged by one fortunate 
incident. JOB. Cella's daughter was a singer and 
this gave her an opportunity to sing. We succeeded 
in getting a champagne ball arranged at Fresno, which 
meant the first time wine was respectable in Fresno. 
Up to that time it had been Raisin Day. 

So, I went on from there. I realized the only 
way I'd ever been successful in indootrinating anyone, 
personally, was by ghost writing. I did tremendous 
amounts of ghost writing. What I wrote would always 
be published under the name of some wine industry 
person. This had happened in other industries in which 
I'd operated as well. I would write my ideas into an 
article, and then people would praise the author whose 
name was signed, for what he had written. Then he 
would begin to believe it himself. This gave me an 
idea about how to sell the wine idea in Fresno. 

I had organized a field staff of 28 of what we 
called dealer service men auross the United States, to 
teach the trade how to display wine and merchandise it 
properly, and so on. I looked for a man on the staff 
who would be clever enough to be able to operate in 
Fresno. The man I picked was Bert J. Gilbert. He 
originated at Trenton, New Jersey, and. he had operated 
in the dealer service staff at various plaues, last 
at Chicago in charge of the staff working in the Mid- 
West. 

I brought Gilbert to San Francisco and told him 
what my idea was and, it was very complicated. I said, 
"Bert, your job in Fresno would be ostensibly to teach 
the trade, the retailers and the wholesalers in the 
3an Joaquin Valley, how to merchandise wine. That' s 
your ostensible job. Your real job will be to sell 
respect for wine to wine people and grape people. 

"You will take these characters!'--and I used Setrakian 
as my number one example--"you will book them on the 
luncheon circuit, to make speeches about what a wonderful 
industry the wine industry is. They will talk to every 
Rotary Club and every Lion's Club and every Kiwanis 
Club and Optimist Club. You will distribute literature 
about the wine industry and about the uses of wine, 



Adams: especia l ly  t ab le  wine, about cooking with wine and so 
on. They w i l l  t a l k  about a l l  these things. I w i l l  
give you a model speech f o r  them t o  use, but don't 
ask them t o  use it. I want them t o  develop t h e i r  o m  
speeches from your material. You book dates. They'll 
make these speeches and people w i l l  applaud. When 
they're applauded they w i l l  begin t o  believe what they 
said. " This w a s  done. My memoranda of ins t ruct ions  
t o  Gilbert  may s t i l l  be i n  the  Wine I n s t i t u t e  f i l e s  
somewhere buried. 

But l e t  me t e l l  you about Gi lber t ' s  more d i f f i c u l t  
assignment. I was looking f o r  s t i l l  more things t o  
make wine respectable i n  Fresno, and I real ized t h a t  
oolleges were respectable. Anything t o  do with oolleges 
w a s  s t i l l  respeotable. Fresno S ta te  College then had 
a course i n  v i t i cu l tu re ,  grape growlng, whioh included 
r a i s i n  processing. I sa id  t o  Gi lber t ,  "1 want a 
Department of Enology t o  be established there ,  t o  teaoh 
wine makingon 

Gilber t  asked how t h i s  w a s  t o  be done, so  I wrote 
him a memorandum. This memorandum s t i l l  exis ts .  The 
way I know it is  th i s .  About 1969 o r  1970 I received 
a telephone c a l l  from Professor Vincent Petrucci,  the  
head of v i t i ou l tu re  and enology at  Fresno S ta t e  College. 
He asked i f  I would come down and address h i s  graduating 
c l a s s  i n  enology on a ce r t a in  date. I figured out t h a t  
t h a t  date  w a s  about the  time I owed myself a research 
v i s i t  t o  Fresno, and I accepted. 

The way Petrucci introduced me t o  h i s  c lass  was 
th i s :  he pulled out of h i s  pocket a Wine I n s t i t u t e  
o f f i ce  memorandum from L-D.A. t o  B.J,G. and he read it 
t o  the  class.  It w a s  my memorandum, from beginning t o  
end, ins t ruc t ing  Gilbert  how t o  es tab l i sh  a Department 
of Enology at  Fresno S ta t e  College, The how included 
how he should handle the  various wine men, and how t o  
overcome the  p o l i t i c a l  res is tance of the  D r y s .  That's 
what t he  memorandum was ,  

Teiser: You sa id  t h a t  Petrucci didn't  give you a oopy? 

Adams: He has s t i l l  f a i l e d  t o  give me a copy, but I would l i k e  
t h a t  memorandum i n  my f i l e s ,  [Laughs] The enology 
l a b  building was b u i l t ,  and wine making has been taught 
ever s ince at Fresno S ta t e  College, very muoh f o r  the 



Ad.amsr good of the  industry. But my purpose wasn't just t o  
es tabl ish the teaching. My purpose w a s  t o  s e l l  wine 
t o  wine men. 

Teiser: Did you s e l l  it t o  Setrakian? Md he decide t h a t  wine - 
was respectable? 

Adams: I have never seen any evidence of it. 

Teiser: How about Lucius Powers? He was down there,  and he 
worked i n  the Wine Ins t i tu t e ,  didn't  he? 

Adams: Yes, but I 've never taken Lucius seriously. I n  1965 
I w a s  invited t o  address the Fresno Rotary Club. This 
w a s  short ly a f t e r  I made my key prediction of the  wlne 
revolution, seven years before it happened. I ' m  the  
only one who ever predicted, with dates and gallonage 
figures,  t h a t  it would happen. 

I had just returned from the Ohio Wholesale Wine 
Dealers Convention, which they hold i n  Ohio once a 
year, where I 'd  made t h i s  speech which I predicted tha t  
tab le  wlne would soon exceed dessert  wine. It didn't  
happen u n t i l  much l a t e r .  That tab le  wine, the step- 
child of the  wine industry, would soon exceed dessert  
wine. And I said tha t  by 1975 three-f i f ths  of a l l  the 
wine consumed i n  America would be wine under fourteen 
per cent, and tha t  by 1975 consumption of wine i n  the 
United Sta tes  would be three hund.red and twenty-five 
million gallons. And, as you know, tha t  three-fif ths 
proportion w a s  reached i n  1970 and the three hundred 
and twenty-five mill ion is  being passed t h i s  year, 1972. 

Anyway, at  the F'resno Rotary Club I told them 
about the  f i n e  tab le  wines produced by l i t t l e  t iny  
Ficklin vineyards. And one of the f ine  tab le  wines 
produced by Horace Lanza's California Grape Products 
winery at Delano, t h i s  wine called Nebbiolo. And I 
t o l d  them t h a t  A 1  Morrow had instructed me many, many 
years before tha t  f ine  table  wine could be made i n  the  
San Joaquin Valley. ( I  have the speech on f i l e  over 
here.) And with the urbanization trend i n  the coast 
counties, t h a t  before many years the  San Joaquin Valley 
would change from dessert wine (and I used the term 
"revolutionize") from the production of dessert  wine t o  
tab le  wine. Your mention of Lucius Powers reminded me 
of that.  After I spoke, Lucius, who by then had re t i r ed ,  



Adams: came over and told me that he'd always agreed with this. 
[Laughs] You see, they had never believed that they 
could make decent "dry wine" in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Today it's their principal product. 

THE WINE INSTITUTE AND THE WINE ADVISORY BOARD 

Adams: Well, let's go back. I mentioned in 1936 amending the 
by-laws of the Institute. And, about that time I 
also rewrote the by-laws about elections, voting power, 
and so on. They're still in use, by the way. The 
finances of the Wine Institute began to straighten out 
with the new by-laws, but I soon realized that we 
couldn't ever raise enough money in dues to do a real 
wine-education job in America. I had brought over the 
San Francisco ~ulletin's former office boy; Robert W. 
Bobb, to work on publicity in the Wine Institute. I 
had too much to do, running the organization, with a 
hundred problems all at the same time, ranging from 
stillage disposal, to the rivalry between Berkeley and 
Davis over who was to do wine research for the university. 
Everything happened at one time, the wine people coming 
in with their problems, new labelling regulations that 
I had to translate--I had to handle the labels going 
under the new regulations. All these things at one 
time, a day and night operation. I realized I never 
could get a national educational job aocomplished under 
those circumstances. 

There were some advertising people (who need not 
be named) who thought they could make a haul because 
they knew some wine men. They said, "We'll conduct an 
advertising program for wine. We'll raise the money 
from the allied industries." Well, that was obviously 
impractical--they might raise a few dollars for a short 
time, and then it would die. Besides, the people were 
incompetent, so I had to frustrate that. 

About that time I learned from Mr. Peyser and 
Caddow that they had been approached by William Jo Kuhrt, 
who was promoting marketing orders in the Bureau of 
Markets in Sacramento under the amended California 
Marketing Act. He was trying to build an empire for 
himself, running marketing orders in various industries 



Adams: under the California Marketing Act of 1937, as amended. 
A good law. That's the first time I realized that 
there was such a law. 

Well, Caddow and Peyser said, "Kuhrt said that 
we can tax all the wine sold and the Institute can 
spend the money." I said, "That's impo~sible.~ [Laughs] 

ever heard of a thing like that?" They explained 
it. They said, wYou have to meet this fellow, Kuhrt." 
So, I met Kuhrt one day and he explained how this 
worked, and it finally began to mabe sense. He explained 
that if two thirds of an agricultural industry, by 
number and by volume, would sign assents to a marketing 
order, the state would collect marketing assessments 
from one hundred per cent of the product under the 
marketing order. And Kuhrt assured me that that 
money could be spent to supplement the work of the Wine 
Institute. That was a revelationl The only question 
was, can you ever get a sign-up? Can you ever get the 
wine people to sign? 

Well, there was considerable doubt of this. And 
of course I inherited the job of getting the sign-up. 
It looked very doubtful. Kuhrt told me that they would 
even reimburse the Wine Institute for the cost of the 
sign-up. Left to myself, with no one to interfere, I 
hired three field men in different parts of the state 
who knew wine people, and gave them the assent forms. 
Kuhrt instructed me that in the case of a corporation 
you need a certified copy of the resolution of the 
corporation behind the assent, and so on. 

Over a period of months in 1939 I talked on the 
long distance phone with my men and had them come and 
bring in the assents. My men were not necessarily the 
best chosen. I don't have to give you their names. 
A couple of assents turned out to be forged. They'd 
come back and report that so-and-so winery out in the 
country chased them off with a shotgun. It was 
wonderful. We needed the assents both by number and 
by volume. They brought them in one by one, and the 
time was extended by Sacramento. 

I didn't tell you about the public hearing in 
Saoramento about the marketing order, and the speech 
that young Ed Mlrassou made there. He was, I guess, 
just out of his teens, but he made more sense than the 
grown-ups did. I finally had to get a number of them 



Adams: myself. I also chased the missing corporations' 
resolutions, and so on. 

Well, Kuhrt said the Wine Institute could run 
the program. He had promised us from the very 
beginning that the Institute could spend the money. 
It was Kuhrt's way of selling a marketing order. I 
had to handle all the administrative details of 
setting up the program. Peyser handled the legal 
aspects. It was decided that Caddow should be the 
manager of the Wine Advisory Board set up under the 
marketing order, that I should be the assistant manager 
and I was also labelled assistant secretary. It was 
another way of saying that I was to spend all the 
advertising money. 

There first were meetings of the Wine Advisory 
Board to listen to advertising agencies. Agencies 
came in with all kinds of proposals, but I soon got a 
whisper from Caddow that it was going to be J. Walter 
Thompson because that's "Soxn Setrakiants choice. 
There was some kind of a deal made. Arthur Farlow of 
J. Walter Thompson's San Francisco office had made some 
kind of understanding with Setrakian. The other agencies 
were wasting their time making expensive presentations 
to the Advisory Board because it was going to be J. 
Walter Thompson. 

Teiser: Had it not been the agency for the Wine Institute? 

Adams: The Institute had no agency. 

Teiser: Well, I think I remember that Giannini also threw his 
weight. * 

Adams: That's quite possible, quite possible. Anyway, it was 
the J. Walter Thompson Company, and this was most 
unfortunate because the Thompson agency let Arthur 
Farlow and a young man named Anderson Hewitt treat the 
Wine Advisory Board. account as their money. They 
treated the staff as having no judgment at all. They 
were, of course, ignorant of wine. They wrote copy 
and they expected it to be approved, period. They 
wrote point-of-sale material for wlne and expected it 
to be approved and it was terrible. There was a split 
right off the bat, and a very bad split. 

*See also references in: Burke H. Critchfield., The 
California Wine 1nd.ustry During the Depression, an 
interview in this series completed in 1972. 



Adams : At one point it led to an accusation that I was 
asking them for a bribe or something because I refused 
to sign the cost estimates approving some of their 
proposed advertising. In fact, there was a hearing 
held with the Direotor of Agriculture present on this 
bribery accusation. And I have the transcript in a 
safe deposit box to this day. That didn't really hurt 
the program. It was just a minor incident. But the 
Thompson people d.id not do a good job. 

And later, during World War 11, they signed a 
temperamental politician-type named. John Alden to the 
account, and he made all kinds of political trouble in 
the industry. It was a very unsatisfactory relation- 
ship. But at least most of the things got done. I 
had to write or edit or rewrite practically everything 
that was key in the way of literature. 

THE WINE STUDY COURSE 

Adams: The most important single thing that was done in all 
those years I did, and it had nothing to do with the 
advertising program. It had. absolutely nothing to do 
with it. I did it myself. This was the Wine Study 
Course. 

When the distillers began buying wineries, it 
became obvious that they were going to market the wine 
as something that retailers and wholesalers had to buy 
in order to get whiskey, the so-called "tie-in bu~iness,'~ 
And I thought, "What a horrible thing to have to happen 
to wine." Dealers would buy table wine and. it would 
spoil before it was ever sold., because people didn't 
want to buy it, They would sell bad wine. They would 
market wine the way they do whiskey. 

My dealer service staff, which I'd set up at the 
end of 1939 und.er the marketing order, had been educating 
the trade. Two men from my McClatchy office were doing 
the publicity--Robb and Frank Whitely--educating the 
public about wine. All of a sudden wine was going to be 
mishandled by whiskey salesmen. So, what could I do? 
You couldn't tell the distillers anything. (Although 
remind me later to tell you about Mr. Lewis Rosenstiel.) 














































































































































