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Case History I 

(Notes Our study will endeavor to cooperate with the TliRA administra-
tion in ovary way possible. When, therefore, I was asked if I would ac-
company as escort a young man who had been given permission to leave the 
oenter to attend his mother's funeral in Fresno, I accepted with alacrity, 
realising that I would not only be of help to the young man in question but 
also that he would be helpful to me as a means of providing an entry into 
his own social group« Our trip to Fresno was a long onej it is roughly a 
journey of some TOO miles. Since the boy was anxious to be in Fresno as 
soon as possible, we traveled by bus, riding through the night to Los Angeles 
and then taking another bus to Fresno. We remained in Fresno for some tims 
to dispose of various arrangements and problems and returned by train to 
Phoenix and thence by bus back to the center. On the way I had ample oppor-
tunity to converse with the young man and was able to elicit a life history. 
I shall present this case in two parts» 1. life before evacuation, 2. evac-
uation and after.) 

Harry Osaka is a Nisei. Bs comes from a rural ooaraunity and has been 
engaged in farming nearly all his life. Ha represents a type of second 
generation Japanese which we, living in eitles, do not usually encounter. 
It will be noted that his educational background is poor, that ha it attracted 
to the American way of life but that he follows many obsolete Japanese pat-
terns. His Ufa la lived in the American way but it is tinged with and over« 
laid by Japanese precepts handed down from the Issel father and mother. Harry 
la 28. Ha is the third of five children, one of whom is dead, his elder 
brother, the second child. Earry is married and the father of two small fir Is, 
one 2, the other 6. He has been married for years. 
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Phygically, Harry is of the coarse or peasant Japan®«© typo« Although 
fairly tall for a Japanese, Harry has the long torso and bowed leg« of the 
Japanese peasant. His skin is most dark, with very high oheek bones« The 
eye fold is hardly perceptible with the result that he could pass for a member 
of idle neighboring Pima tribe« In the towns which we visited and along the 
route, it was obvious that the majority of people thought him an Indian or 
Mexican rather than a Japanese. Our permit to travel was never onoe questioned« 

Harry was born in Penryn, California, a small town in Placer County where 
his father had com® SOB» years before. / The elder Osaka has been in the United 
States for some 48 years. I met hi» later in Fresno, a small sedate Japanese 
who speaks no English« A word about the family background would be in order« 
Both father and mother oame from Yamaguchi-ken, from a small village, the 
name of which Harry has forgotten, cm the borders of Hiroshima-ken /> Father 

and mother were very nearly of the same age and/were married in their native 
\ / 

village in Japan before the father oame to the United States. In Japan the 
father had been a younger son of a rather wealthy landowner and independent 
rioe farmer. He believed that as a younger son his future lay in "the Mew World« 
He married the daughter of a neighboring land owner of equal rank« The families 
apparently, were rather well-to-do, small landed farmers« Possibly, from the 
Japanese standard they were wealthy although they had no social rank« Prom the 
description they were like the Ke-oi haiyashuko as described in Simmons and 
".''ignore1 s paper on Japanese land tenure« (TASJ XlXt37-270, 1891) That is to 
say, they were independent mura farmers.> The father came to San Pranoisoo in 
1894 where he worked as a laborer« He saved his money and in five years was 
able to send for his wife from Japan« Their first child was a daughter, born 
in 1900, \This, Harry said, was highly pleasing to the Issei couple because 

t 
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it meant that a daughter could aid her younger brothers which -were now 
expected» This is a direct carry-over of the Japanese pattern« In the 
meantime he had bought a small farm in Penryn where he became an orchardist, 
raising Loomis apples« The family lived here for some years and four sons 
were bom,< the second of then, the lad in question«;; Other relatives also came 
to live in California, some cousins settling in Watsonville. The extended 
family has always kept in a lose contact with one another and have always been 
In correspondence with the member a in Japan, The father'« brother also came 
to WatsonvilXe. Family friends from Japan also settled in this area. The 
father sold his farm in Penryn and bought another in Santa Crus County in the 
name of his eldest son, & Nisei Before 1900 the old man was able to buy 
land in his mm name but this was no longer possible after 1914 with the pas* 
sage of the alien land laws» At this time Harry was 13« 

Harry's early years had been spent in learning the Japanese way« At 
the age of five he had been sent to the 3udd£st Sunday Schools and affeer kinder-
garten went to the Japanese Language School sponsored by the Buddhist Associa-
tion in the Penryn-Loomis District of Placer County. At the age of 7 he went 
to the public school« He speaks of himself as a poor scholar, more interested 
in motors and machines and fishing than in his school work« His father and 
sister, and his elder brother were sorry that he had not done better in school. 
The sister was 14 years older than he, while the brother was 8 years older« 
This brother was being groomed to take the responsibilities as head of the 
family. At an early age he was brought to meetings of the Kenjinkai (Prefeotuxal 

Jr , 

association) and made to study harder than the rest^fo Harry says« His 
schooling did not last long. Being farmers and expected to take over the 
management of the farm, this older brother was allowed to finish high school« 



Life History - 4 

At this time the family moved to Santa Crus County near Wataonvl 1 le • Harry 
was then 15 as I mentioned • He was in the ®th grade at school and was still 
attending the language school. The father had nerer planned to return to 
Japan and apparently he foresaw the difficulties of dual citisenship* Then 
Harry was 11, and the younger brothers, both of them bom in Penryn, were 6 
and 5, the father took the whole family to San Francisco to the Japanese oorm 
sulate and renounced Japanese citizenship for them all* Harry remarked that 
the consul in charge called the father a traitor to Japan and considerable 
pressure was put on him to prevent his denial of citizenship for hie sons. 
Shortly after the family moved to Santa Crus County, the elder brother died 
of typhoid<^Harry says that he does not remember much of what happened at 
this time but that the Kenjinkai of Yamaguchi contributed money to the 
funeral and there were feasts • Harry was taken out of school and made to 
take his brother»« place at the farm« I was naturally interested in the 
type of "feasts" that were held in honor of the death of an eldest son. 
Harry told me in all sincerity that he did not know* I asked him what the 
normal pattern would be in such a case but again he did not know* All he 
remembers is that the Kenjinkai help out with gifts of money, that the 
funeral was held in an undertaking parlor, flowers as gifts were given to 
tlie bereaved family and placed around the European type casket in the 
American manner. Later in this report I shall describe in some detail the 
funeral service 1 witnessed in Fresno. I hope to show in this paper the 
utter indifference to things religious wlioh Harry manifests. Why this 
should be I have no way of knowing but it comes out more clearly in the 
discussion on religion* 

v / \ 
So then,; at the age of 13< we find that Harry has replaced hit elder 

J/r / 
brother as potential head of the family. Be was taken out of school by his 



Life History - 5 

father and put to work helping on the far», working with apples and grapes* 
He worked in this way for some years, no longer Interested in schooling or in 
learning the 3uddhist preeepts through the Japanese Language School» HI» 
hobbies consisted of tinkering with motors, of fishing, and of going to town 
oooasionally to see a motion picture At the age of 17 his father told him 
he should learn more about farming so that he went to a labor camp in Lodi 
for the grape picking season.<It was here that he was persuaded to visit a 
prostitute for the first time. This had a rather profound effect on him 
and when he returned home he consulted his father about the good or evil of 
this. The older nan offerred this advicei It is both natural and normal to 
seek out women and it is good for you do so. His father thus persuaded him 
that to visit a prostitute was a normal procedure but that to drink alcohol 
in any form was a wrong. £his advice has seemingly stayed with Harry, la-
deed, I should guess that his strongest belief is directed against alcohol, 
I asked him if this was in accord with the tenets of the Buddhist sect to 
which he belonged but he said that la® did not think the Buddhists were against 
drinking. He thought that this idea was his father1s personal opinion as 
indeed, it is his own. He mentioned an item that I had heard beforei a man 
who wishes to reform fror drinking becomes a Christian. Christianity to the 
Issel mind is correlative with non-drinking, non-gambling, etc. Harry, how-
ever, a rather poor Buddhish and certainly not a Christian does not drink 
nor gamble. lie believes that these are good things "to stay away from". 

Fvhen he returned from the labor camp he continued to work in the 
father's ranch. The father had meanwhile saved a good deal of money and now 
bought a grape ranch of 40 acres in Fresno County at Pelller in Harry's name» 
By now Harry was nearly 20 and the father had reached his 60th birthdayTj At 
this time, true to the Japanese custom, he renounced his position as head of 
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the family, turned the farm over to the management of hi» sons and settled 
down to the enjoyment of hie tobaooo, hia go-ahogi and hana games. He now 
considered himself an old man, his sons were bound to aupport him and he 
felt free to do aa he pleased. He turned the new ranoh over to his sons and 
the raneh has been sinee run under Harry1« direction. 

The old man persisted in giving Harry advioe as to how he should conduct 
himself. He kept urging him to spend less time fishing and tinkering with 
motors. Harry has always regretted that hs did not have a formal education 
in meohanies• The old man demanded that Harry attend meetings of the Ken,1inkal 
of Yamaguohi, that he enter the kumi-ai, or tanomfrshi similar to those the old 
man had partioipated in in Plaoer County, andthat he attend the Buddhist 
services more frequently. But Harry always answered him with the question* 
This is a free country, ain't it? So Harry did more or less as he pleased 
with his social life« 

In Pellier, Harry stated, the Yamaguohi Kenjinkai was not strong. It 
found its main occupation in the mutual functions of funeral services. It 
usually mat when someone from the foem had died and then to agree on the amou at 
of money to be paid the bereaved family for the funeral. Dues were fl.OO a 
year but there were always many more assessments in times of ftuierala, for 
picnics, etc. About twice a year a Kenjinkai picnic was held and the members 
were assessed to cover the oasts of priges for racing, games, food and soft 
drinks* These picnios apparently, were very much like our own type of group 
picnic such as a churoh, or lodge might give. There were comic races, prises, 
soir* rowdyism and drunkenness, usually lots to eat, although the food was of 
Japanese origin. Coffee, rather than tea, was the favorite beverage. Of 
course, everyone drank soda-pop in the heat of the day. The picnic was usually 
climaxed by a baseball gams with the unmarried men playing the married, etc* 
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The Kenjinkai also sponsored at Pel Her a kurai-ai or tanomoshl. The 
former term Is preferred by the Yamaguohi people, although the latter la more 
oosaaon in this country. Harry, as a matter of fact, did not know the word 
tanomoshl. "lien I desoribed the process he said that was Kurai-ai. Incidentally, 
Harry1 s speech habits in English are of the poorest. He realises it and is 
rather ashamed of it» He says that all the Japanese he knows he learned at 
horse and that he finds it difficult to understand anyone who has come from 
Japan, such as the Kibei and some of the Issei» Particularly hard to under-
stand, he says are the priests, whose normal speech is flowery and rather 
bombastic. Most Xibel adopt this type of speech according to this informant. 
The Issei are more plain-spoken and therefore more easily understood. Harry 
says he is like many of the nisei| he cannot speak either Japanese or English, 
Kmbree in his Suye-Mura and again in his Hawaiian paper goes into son* detail 
as to the various forms of taaeneshl• X refer the reader to these descriptive 
passages for an understanding of this cooperative, money leading system*XM 
The elder Osaka got his first farm through the kumi-ai system and he firmly 
believes in it as sound husbandry« Harry said it might be ail right but that 
it was too small in the fellier district and that it had a bad reputation 
here. In other words, a »an might receive the money after organising a 
tanomoshi, and then back out or move away and not meet his obligations of 
repayment« He said that this sort of thing might be all right in his father1 s 
day here in the United States but that there were to© many Japanese here now 
to make this sort of thing practical. He said that he preferred to borrow 
from the bank direotly in the American Way. Harry observed that these things 
were all right in Japan or among the very Hipponised Japanese but that they 
did not work where people understood the value of money and were dealing in 
money and not in rice. 
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Harry said that he did not like to go to the Buddhist services. His 
wife, he said, was a regular worehipper and went frequently to the church. 
He said that he preferred to take hie Sunday as a day of rest and to fish if 
he could. His wifti sometimes upbraided him for net attending the serviees but 
he does not like to go. He is even against having his eldest daughter attend 
the Buddhist Sunday and language school. X asked hits what were his beliefs. 
Ba said that he didn't know but that he never thought about it. Churches, he 
said, ar© no good end «11 they do is take people«« money. He said that he does 
things in the Japanese way to keep from offending his father and besides, he 
points out that this is the m y he was taught to follow. It is ray belief that 
Barry follows the lines of least resistance in these matters. Be does what 
his wife end father suggest without question. He does not go to the Buddhist 
services because he says they bore him and he would rather spend his weekends 
at fishing. He has worked out a kind of religion all his own. He holds to 
some kind of Buddhistic, impersonal deity which doesn't particularly concern 
him very much. He does believe that if a man does the proper thing in 
honoring his parents, he will get whatever reward Is coming to him. This is 
a definite Japanese concept but there seem certain Christian elements mixed 
in it. At any rate, it doesn't concern Harry at all. He si-ply doesn't 
care and is indifferent to religion. One peculiar thing about his own family 
is that they seem to have lost any regard for Shintoism which they might 
have had. Harry'a family do not keep pictures of the dead, there is no 
kamidsna in the house, although the mother of the family before her death 
did keep a butsudan, and no regard is given the Shinto deities. There was 
apparently no family belief in Dalkoky or Ebisu, no harvest gods were kept 
and no ofuta placed in the garden or the bathroom. I wondered if 1 was get-
ting the truth about this and in pinning him down as to why not got this 
answer» Lots of old people go for that stuff, but my father never did and 
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and we weren't brought up that way. - Harry did »ay that people In the ©amp 
did have the Shinto paraphenalia but that he thought that this was just a way 
of keeping up with the old Japanese practices. I just don't see how people 
ean believe that stuff, he said* 

At the ag© of 21 Harry decided he was old enough to marry. It was men-
tioned that he had relatives in Watsonvilie • He had become acquainted with 
a girl living there through his family. In fact, he says of his wife, we are 
sort of cousins. It turned out that his wife, that is to say, the girl he 
later married was indeed a relative by marriage* Harry's mother's sister had 
married his wife's father's brother in Japan, in Yamaguchi-ken some time 
previously. A close tie between the two families was felt in this country for 
this reason and the most friendly and cordial relations were always maintained 
between them. The girl in question had be goes© acquainted with Harry during 
his residence at Watsonville. Harry was advised by his father and it was sug-
gested that he agree to marry this girl. He had seen her periodically during 
fishing visits to 7/atsonville and the ooast when he visited his cousins but 
he had rarely spoken to her and never seen her alone. Harry's father was ill 
at this time as indeed he has been ever since with a oardiac affliction so 
that he did not feel equal to making the arrangements himself. It would 
normally have been up to the father to select the baishakunin (go-betweens). 
Harry's father suggested that Harry himself arrange matters with the baishakunin. 
A married couple in Watsonville were selected. They were mutual friends of 
both families and also were fro; Yaraaguohi-ken. Harry took a trip to Watson-
ville to see them and after a day or two they went over to interview the girl's 
parents. During this time Harry remained at their house as a guest. Since 
the two families came from the same district in Japan and were already related 
by maggiage, a further union was more or less expected. Hence the family of 
the prospective bride was not at all surprised to see the baishakunin. In 
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Japan the normal pattern would hare been for them to feign surprise at seeing 
the go-betweens« to delay for some time in getting down to business, and to run 
the gamut of polite gestures and phrases expected at this time. Here« how-
ever, it was quite different. The father of the girl received the baishakunin 
and after so « time he excused himself saying that he had business to attend 
to» and suggesting that the go-betweens take the matter up with the girl her-
self. The girl accepted the suit brought by the baishakunin and the betrothal 
was announced in the Watsonville Buddhist Churoh. It was also announced in the 
Yamaguchi Kenjinkai in Watsonvill©, the girl's father being an active member of 
that organisation. Harry meanwhile returned to his home in Fresno County. 
Three months after this the wedding date was set. Harry and his family prepared 
their house in Pel lier for the coming bf the bride. Meanwhile in Watsonville 
a party was held for the Xss<»l of the Itenjinkai at the bride*s home. Harry and 
his family did not attend this but waited for the bride and her family to come 
to Pel lier. The bride's party in Watsonville was not very significant. All 
the older Japanese cans to pay their respects and to give the girl a small gift 
of some kind. Her young friends from high sohool and the neighborhood did 
give her a shower in the Amerloan manner. Harry saidt They gave her lots of 
underwear and nightgowns and stuff. After the reception of the Issei in T/ataon-
ville the bride's family started out in their car to Pellier. They brought 
with them a trousseau for the bride* as well as a kind of dowry of sheets, bed-
ding, and certain articles for the household. This seems to be a good example 
of the carry-over of the Japanese weéding customs in the United States. The 
Japanese pattern is retained but the gifts end the means of travel are distinctly 
American. The bride's family brought gifts also for the bridegroom's family» 
a set of chessmen for the old man and; a tea set for the bridegroom's mother. 
The wedding was held as soon as the bride's family had got settled on the same 
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day of their arrival. Festivities began on the stroke of five in the afternoon. 
A Buddhist priest arrived from Fresno. Five days before Harry had gone 

down to get the marriage license alone in Fresno. There were two separate parts 
to the marriage receptions • First, there were the witnesses to the marriage 
itself and there was a party for them. These were all Issei, older family 
friends. The only young people present were the bride and groom. On the seoond 
day after the marriage a arty was held for the Nisei friends of the newly 
married couple. After the announcement of the betrothal Harry had been lectured 
to by his father on the subject of responsibility in marriage. Up until the 
wedding he said that he had been expected to behave most decorously as befits 
one about to assume the state of marriage. On this, the wedding day, the 
Buddhist priest had been waiting In an anteroom until all the guests assembled. 
:7hen ell the guests, and these were only Issei, were present, the priest came 
in and bowed to the company. All the guests rose at his entrance and bowed. 
Here again the Japanese pattern was followed because every guest was sitting 
stiffly, in a more or less fixed position until after the marriage ceremony. 
Decorum demands that the guests, in fact, all those present, remain silent until 
the priest finishes the ceremony after which time thsy may relax and enjoy 
themselves. The betrothed couple sat at the head of the room. The guests sat 
around on chairs. The priest blessed all present, ringing his little bell and 
chanting a sutra, although Harry did not know which one. He says he never can 
understand the sutras, nor can any of his friends. The priest was dressed in 
his black robe and wore a golden stole at the end of which hung a Buddhist 
rosary. The same oostume will be noted for the funeral service described later. 
The American Buddhist rituals olosely parallel an American Christian service. 
There is a vow concept, which, as Embree points out in his Kona paper, has bee n 
taken over to satisfy the American authorities that a legal marriage has been 
performed. The ceremony is patterned as follows» a blessing of all by the 
priest, a blessing of the bridal pair by the priest, vows, the san-san-ku-do. 
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The latter is the ceremonial drinking of take from small oups of diffemet 
sisas* This ceremony la fully described by Miss Ikeda In her raanuaoript on 
Japanese-American ceremonial life, Harry said that this was the only tijaa ha 
had ever tasted aloohol. After the aeremony the older people are free to re-
lax and enjoy themselves. There was a big dinner with roast pork, American 
vegetable®, rioe and oof fee* There was tea for those who wanted it, but the 
more favorite drink among the Japanese in America today seems to be ooffee, 
served with crear. and sugar in the American way. The older people now were 
free to dance and sing. They told obscene stories and sang bawdy songs in the 
Japanese wedding manner* After dinner they hustled the couple to the bedroom 
with a great deal of levity and joking* The old people continued with their 
party for soiae time after the bridal pair had retired* 

On the next day Harry gave a party for his younger friends. These are 
all Msei* tie also invited son«© of his Caucasian friends from neighboring 
ranches* They nad a big dinner in a banquet hall In Fresno. Harry said -that 
he had a much better time at this party* They danced and played games in the 
accepted American fashion* It was a imply a "party" in the .American sense of the 
word* This was a real American party but nevertheless, it was required by 
Japanese etiquette in this country. ffedding presents were given in the aooepted 
American fashion* TV» Issei also gave gifts* I aktoed Farry if he had to re-
turn any gifts following the wedding and he said that his mother baked some 
little oookies and gave them to everyone who had given a wedding gift* Grapes, 
the produce of his ranch, were also given to everyone who had made a gift 
later in the year when the grapes were ripe* The idea of returning cakes is 
distinctly Japanese. Cf* Suye-Kure, where gifts are acknowledged by rice cakes* 

One rather interesting sidelight with regard to Americanization is the 
fact that as soon as they were able, Harry and his wife visited a birth-control 
elinie* Harry and his wife have been using contra-ceptives since marriage* 
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After being married for & year and on©-half the first child was born. 
Harry gave a small dinner party at his home after his wife had returned from 
the hospital. This was about a month after the birth of the ©hiId. It w*f 
a daughter.,.I asked Harry if he brought the ohild around the priest at this 
time but he said no. Followers of Shinto do this in America m well as in 
Japan but I pointed out that Harry and his family observe no Shinto festivals 
or practices. There was seemingly little ado about this first child. Iter did 
the second daughter cone in for any more attention. I asked Harry if the 
children were boys would there have been any difference in hie attitude, or 
any more of a celebration. He said he didn't think ao| boys or girls, it was 
all the same to him. He and his wife do not want too many children although 
the fathers of both Harry and his wife are always after the® to have more 
children and to produce sous. His elder sister is always held up as an ex-
ample. She now has seven children, although this is an unusually large family 
even for an American Japanese. Harry thinks that he and his wife will pos-
sibly have one more ohild but not more than that. X got the impression that 
he would like to have had boys rather than girls. lie spoke quite proudly of 
his sister*s sons but did not mention his daughters very much. Be wants to 
be American in his ideas and behavior and for that reason he pretends to be 
glad that his children are girls. In aotuallty, however, his father's argu-
ments as to the advantages of having sons seems to carry some weight. 

Harry and his family lived in Pellier in Fresno County as I stated above. 
Harry, 

Before evacuation the household consisted of the following s/ his wife and 
two daughters, his father and mother and his tec two younger unmarried borthers. 
A year ago his younger borther was drafted and is now in the army at Fort Sam 
Houston where he is a chauffeur for the officers there. Be is relegated to a 
non-combatant status. The other XlSXBftilF brother, his youngest, finished high 
sahool and was working with Harry on the rano$u Last stfamer Harry*a wife's 
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brother rented a peic© of land nearby in Pellier. He too 1« married and ha« 
children« The two families net frequently for dinner and other aooial amuse« 
wants . Tiie land that Harry's brother-in-law rented was a temporary arrange-
ment . Be hoped to buy other land in the Pellier district with FSA and FHA 
loans«. 

The property at î llierCwas in lurry1* mm although it had been purchased 
by Harry* s father. It;,consists of 40 aores of excellent vine land. Harry 
said that he and his family weathered the depression but that after the first 
years of the TTew Deal Administration his market and tonnage prio© for green 
grapes was quit© satisfactory. On the 40 aores is Harry*s ranch house which is 
surrounded by fruit trees. He raises som apricots, prunes, and peaches but he 
does mot smrVet these. He raises various types of grapes on his 40 acres. Be 
says that grapes do not require much care that he has ample leisure time 
for his favorite pastime of fishing.> His produce is marketed through the 
Franfcenthal Co. at Pellier and seat to the ©astern market. His yield averages 
about a yearly 10 tons per acre. Last year, being a boom year for the grape 
market, he says that he cleared $5,6(30. This would have been a better year 

for him, -Jils methods of pruning, grafting, vine training do not differ from 
\ 

those employed by his neighbors \ In the harvesting season he employs itinerant 
white or Filipino labor as pickers, re raises green grapes and does not engage 
in any raisin drying. 

The yearly round of activity of the family does not vary to any great degree. 
The grapes need watering and tending most of the year but Harry is pretty free 
to do as he pleases except that he must remain at the ranch, ̂ ith his biwtlier-
in-law he usually makes extended fishing trips to the coast, to the mountains, 
or to the Bay Region. He makes his own fishing equipment and has invested a 
considerable sum of money in it. He drives his whole family once a year to 
visit his parents-in- law in Wat sorsville.̂  Being somewhat well-to-do, he has 
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been able to buy a new oar every year up to the war« He aleo owns a tractor, 
and a truck. He helps to cart his produoe over to the Frankenthal warehouses 
in Pellier and thus saves something on freight charges, lie and his family ob-
serve the following holidays* I5ew Years' Day. This is observed in the ideal 
Japanese manner. His wife and mother prepare a big dinner and begin their 
preparations several days ahead of tisas• They put up Japanese piokles and 
radishes» they make roasts, chickens and the like. The whole family stays 
together on New Years* eve and the brother-in-law came over with his family 
this year. The wives roasted chickens, made Japanese cakes of rice flour and 
bean curd, they put up fish and prepared a very large meal. This was eaten at 
noon on New Years* Day although the family had stayed up all the previous night 
in celebration. T>*ey danced and played games. Some of the neighbors came over 
and Harry was taught to play poker. He won and had to send out for a large 
case of Coca-Cola since the refreshments were to be paid By the winner. After 
January 1 there is a time of leisure in typical Japanese style which lasts until 
the 7th. A final and less elaborate dinner is held at this time with members 
of the family attending. This is the real Japanese vacation tine and I see 
that it is observed in this country as well as in Japan. Harry said that even 
as a child he had always looked forward to New Years' Day and the gifts that he 
would get at this time. The members of the family exchange gifts at this time. 
This year, Harry's father and mother were both ill and Harry said that this 
somewhat put a damper on the festivities but thiy did have a good time with a 
large crowd of people in attendance at the house. 
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Another holiday observed is Girls* Day or Doll Day. Because he has two 
daughters his wife does bring out her old Japanese dolls and he has sans 
heir loose from his mother. All of these are placed on exhibit in his house 
for his little girls. Harry bought a glass ease so that the dolls might be 
exhibited at this time. He says they are pretty dolls dressed in the kimono, 
and obe of olassioal Japan. He does not allow his daughters to play with 
them although they may offer them cakes and oandies which are their portion 
on Dolls' Day. He says that this is silly and too Japanesy but; his wife wants 
them to see the dolls. He usually gives them a doll of their own on this 
day. If he had boys he would observe Boys* Day by putting up a carp of paper 
on a pole in front of his house. He said that his father had always done that 
for his sons and Harry would do the same . On Boys*s Day as a youngster Harry 
had always played with a kite which the father gave to each son. 
A large family picnic is always celebrated on July 4. Firecrackers are bought 
and they play with fireworks. He says he always wants to be home to pleas© his 
family. 

They observe Thanksgiving. At this time they take the day off and have a big 
dinner with turkey a dish of which they are as fond as any American family. 
The Buddhists, in emulation of the Christians, usually have church services on 
this day. 

They observe Christmas and give lifts to the children. They have a Xmas tree 
with colored lights and usually decorated with little Japanese parasols. This 
holiday, Hairy says, is for the children and is a kind of preparation for the 
New Year festival. Harry likes to buy gifts for New Years» before Christmas so 
he can get "good bargains". They have a Christmas dinner just as the Americans 
do with turkey. 

Throughout the year the Buddhist Association in Fresno sponsors social events. 
These include picnics, baseball gamss and track meets for the younger people. 
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Harry does not like to go to these functions but his wife doss. Rs always 
foals that people criticize him for not attending the church services more. 
Sometimes, in order not to be criticised for not going to church, Harry will 
drive his wife there and wait for her to case out. Then, he says, people 
think he has been in the church. I did not realise that such pressure was 
brought on the individual to attend the Buddhist chusoh. I have mentioned 
the Kenjinkai picnics which Harry does attend. He says he has a feeling 
that these people are more his own and not so critical as the me^eis of 
the church whose attendance outs across Kenjinkai membership. 

During my trip with Harry I wondered a number of times about his various 
attitudes. He seemed so American in some ways but in others he was perfectly 
Japanese. Although a Nisei be sensed more Japanese than many Issei I haw 
met. I think that his desires, his way of life, his attitudes are purely 
Japanese. Yet he considers himself an American, his loyalties are with this 
country, and his greatest fear is that he and his family will be sent to 
Japan when the war is over, lie li®es in an American house, he eats American 
food, he does his business in an American way. Yet at the same time his be-
havior pattern, his thoughts and actions are dependent en and related to the 
Japanese way of life instilled in him by his father and mother. By way of ex-
ample, one trait that is very marked in hi» is his filial piety and devotion 
to his parents. His marriage was arranged at his father's suggestion and is 
seemingly a real Japanese marriage. To him his wife is somet ing of a chattel. 
On our trip together he mentioned the things he bought; for himself and his 
family prior to evacuation. H* bought clothing, an electric cooling system, 
canned goods, and other conveniences for all his family. For himself he 
bought in addition a Hamilton wrists?atoh, fishing gear of various kinds, a 
complete suit of fa-opioal clothes, which he had tailor-made and other things 
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for himself. For his wife he bought a small cheap locket. For his daughter« 
nothing. His is not a romantic marriage although he is most 0021aiderate of 
his wife's interests. He believes however, that the woman belongs at horns to 
000k, sew, and to bear children. On our trip he bought gifts for all his male 
friends, shoes for himself, books and magasines for his own interest. I asked 
him if he was going to get his wife anything but he said no, he had already 
bought her a looket. Vie had son« time to spend in Phoenix before our bus took 
us back to camp. During this time he bought himself some lava jo jewelry at an 
Indian store. I asked him if he should not get a small gift for his wife out 
of the assortment of jewelry but he said she would have no place to wear it. 
I have never seen anyone spend more money on selfish trivialities but Harry 
is anything but selfistu The question is one for more of a psychologist than 
I. I do know however, that this is rather typical of the average Japanese 
male. While waiting for the bus in Phoenix Harry insisted on visiting a 
brothel. He off erred to take me with him and said he would pay for everything. 
Hs was a little put out when I declined with thanks. The woman in charge of the 
brothel refused him admittance thinking him an Indian. He was quite put out 
saying that he would not have another opportunity to visit a prostitute now 
that he would have to remain at camp. He found another bagnio where he was ad-
mitted. After some time he returned, quite pleased with himself and proceeded 
to tell me in great detail all the pleasures that I had missed. I asked him 
what his wife would think if she knew where he had been. He replied« Well, 
shs's got nothing to say about it. He told me that he and his brother-in-law 
were in the habit of going to Fresno periodically, shooting a game of pool, and 
then visiting a brothel* The consorting with prostitutes seems pretty well 
entrained. He spoke of it as naturally as if he were referring to dinner. He 
He seemed rather surprised that someone should turn down an offer such as hs 
made me and was apparently under the impression that all men visited prostitutes. 
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After all, he »aid, we »re all human. I asked him what ha would think if his 
wife were to consort with other men. He seemed most annoyed at the very idea, 
he told vm that he would divorce her if she did sueh a thing. In other words* 
Harry follows exactly the pattern of behavior to which Japanese men in Japan 
adhere. 



PART II - EVACUATION 
Life History - 20 

Harry was living In Pellier In Fresno County. This was looated in the 
so-called "Whit© Zone", i.e. Military Area No. 2 from which, according to the 
original evacuation order no one was to be removed. His district is east of 
the main highways and it was not necessary for him to go to an assembly ©enter. 
He and his family were shocked at the declaration of war and immediately began 
to buy war bonds and to suscribe to other patriotic endeavors, ifhen curfew 
and evacuation orders were put into effect for Military Area No. 1, Harry's 
in-laws moved from Watscnville and came to Pellier, living with Harry and 
thinking thereby to escape evacuation. Soon, however, it became evident that 
2,300 people in the San Joaquin Valley area of Zone #2 would be evacuated to 
assembly and relocation centers with the rest. Then it was agreed that those 
living in the "White Zone" would be sent directly to a relocation center and 
that they might remain in their horns until evacuation, being required, of 
course, to observe the curfew and the travel restrictions. 

The people were instructed to close their businesses by August 1 and 
to prepare to travel to a relocation center. Those who lived just across the 
highway at Pellier were previously taken to the Fresno and Pinedale Assembly 
Centers, the latter of which has already been removed an masse to Tule Lake* 
Harry being east of the highway, could not cross it, but was allowed to come 
directly frost his home • His produce agent, the Frankenthal Company, agreed to 
lease out his farm for the duration. This was done on a basis of 40 and 60 
per cent. The lessee of the farm was to do all the work, to pay for the labor 
and to pay the taxes for the county. Harry would clear the remaining 40$ and 
would have to pay the federal taxes. The lessee of course took 6 0 T h u s , 
in evacuation, Harry is still making money, especially if this is a boo» year 
for grapes as it well appears. He sold his ear, tractor, and truck, since the 
Frankenthal agent would provide equipment for the lessee. Harry stored his 
furniture with the Federal Reserve Bank and was free to travel. 
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But Barry*• mother had been ill of cancer for several years and now she 
was desperately ill. Harry's father, too, had a cardiac ailment and ©xtre-iely 
high blood pressure with the result that neither father nor mother could travel. 
Permission was given them to rexaain in hospitals in Fresno«, The father was 
sent to a rest ho ma for old people at army expense and the mother to the 
Fresno County Hospit il. With the axoaption of these two elderly people, Harry*• 
brother, sister and her family, his in-laws and their families all met at 
Pellier to be moved. By August 1 they still did not know where they were going. 
Ilarry had thought Tule Lake and had bought all kinds of warm clothes for his 
family for the cold winter. They were brought by bus to Fresno and thence to 
Casa Grande, Arisona, by train. The train trip was long and hot. There were 
about 1,500 on the train so Earry says. It took 38 hours to sake the train 
trip from Fresno. At Casa Grande they were herded Into busses and brought to 
the Gila center only to find the rather deplorable conditions which X rave al-
ready described. On the train the ride was Most hot and anaoasfortable* They 
were fed at 8i00 in the morning of the first day of the ride and again not 
until 6i00 night. Nor was there any way to buy food on the train. Babies 
were hungry and everyone was miserable. Gila, with its crowded conditions, 
it's unfinished barracks, and its dusty roads and open ditches, its rather 
unpleasant location, served to depress everyone who cane in. Harry's in-laws 
and his family were all crowded in together into one sisal 1 barrack. The food 
wes bad at first, and now that it is better, it is beginnning to pall. Through 
his beother-in-law, Harry got a job in the warehouse, moving stored goods and 
loading the food trucks. Harry says there are 2,300 people from the White 
Zone at Gila, I do not think that is quite an accurate figure and shall at-
tempt to verify it. At this writing, there are about 8,000 people at Gila, 
7,000 in one camp, 1,000 in another. The latter group are new evacuees from 
the Tulare Center, while the former is made up of people from the T#hite Zone 
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and those from the Turlook Center • Turlook people got here first, with the 
result that they have taken the virtual control of the political situation. This 
Ï hare already described in my own report. Harry says that this is to the de-
finite disadvantage of the people in the White Zone Group, They are not organised, 
while the people from Turlook had the advantage of being able to organise while 
in the Assembly Center. This, Harry says, works to the detriment of those from 
the White Zone. The Turlook people have already chosen their leaders and 
representatives and the favors are granted to their own friends and associates 
from the assembly center. Harry says that there is little organisation among 
the block managers which were appointed by the administration on a pro tempore 
basis. These individuals are concerned with serving those whom they know while 
the assistant block managers are continually at vsrianoe with them. Harry de-
plores this lack of equality (he says "democracy" ) and this political favor-
itism. Harry is afraid that when Camp II is better prepared to receive evacuees 
than it is now, he and his family will be moved from Camp I and their now rather 
comfortable quarters and made to go to Camp II by the political conniving of the 
Turlook people. This is probably not trues It does show, however, the amount 
of local favoritism that exists. Social class as observed in Japan fcas fallen 
out In this country and exoept for a few who call themselves samurai and a few 
who are known to be eta there is pretty much of a social equality. Group 
solidarity existed in the Kenjinkai. Harry points out that a new type of group 
solidarity is growing up. The kenjinfeal is now subordinated to an "Assembly 
Center-jlnkal". At this stage, the assembly center from which the various 
groups came is carrying more weight than pre-evaouation associations. 

Harry got a wire that his mother had died in the Fresno County Hospital 
of the cancer from which she had been suffering. His father I had mentioned as 
being in Fresno in a convalesenet home. Because the father Is now very old and 
very ill, it is virtually impossible for him to get around or to make the 
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as to the funeral* Barry, as head of the family, was expected to 
go back to Fresno to care for the details of the funeral. He was to go back 
nt his won expense and to pay for the esoort of a Caucasian. I was asked to 
accompany him and did so at his expense. We arrived In Fresno just in time for 
the funeral, because of the red tape of getting the permission to visit the 
city of Fresno and to attend the funeral arranged, we did not leave the center 
until two days after the lady's death. While on the bus to Los Angeles a 
couple sat in front of us who were rather amorously engaged. It is interesting 
to note that Harry was horribly shocked and mentioned time and again the im-
morality of some people • We arrived in Fresno without difficulty and were met 
by a representative of the Fraakenthal Co. The father was aksed what he wanted 
done with the remains. stated that he wanted creation in the Buddhist 
way. It is necessary to ask Mm because Harry was not yet in Fresno and Harry 
should have been asked as head of the family. The WCCA (ARMY) arranged the 
funeral services, and paid for the undertaker and the creation. We were 
driven to the convalescent horns to pick up Harry's father, a little old Japan-
sea gentlemen, with an extremely high voice, the result of his illness. He 
spoke no English. Having picked him up, there was no one else but Barry, him, 
and myself at the funeral« 

The funeral was held at an American funeral parlor with a Caucasian 
director. Be is the man who handles the funerals for all the Japanese in ths 
area. He has been retained by the TO3A for the purpose of disposing of the 
remains 

of Japanese who die in the nearby centers. After -m had been at the 
parlor for some minutes, a WCCA employee drove over with the Buddhist priest from 
the Fresno Assembly Center. This psSest was a young Eibei of about 26 years old. 
He had been active in Fresno Buddhist circles and a teacher of the Japanese 
language school in pre-evaouation days* He met father and son and both bowed 
vary deeply, far more deeply than the priest. After a moment of whispered, 
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rapid conversation In Japanese, the priest exeused himself to return later 
dressed in a robe of black, not unlike ministerial robes in many Christian 
sects. The sleeves were long and flowing and arranged so th*t fee 00«Id earry 
various articles in them. Bs wore & golden stele at the end of which was 
attached a Buddhist roeayy. The stoll was quit« narrow, X should guess about 
two inches in width, and came down to his thighs. The attached rosary was held 
in the hands which were clasped together» the right over the left. The stole 
was very ornate, being embroidered with conventional Japanese designs in blaek 
and gold. After he appeared, father, son, and priest want to view the remains. 
He wore no headdress. 

While we were engaged in waiting for the priest to efeaage into his robes, 
the WCCA man and I went to see the body. It was lying at the front of one of 
the rooms of the undertaking parlor in a rather si?sple but costly grey casket. 
The army having paid for it, it does show that they do haevm som consideration 
for the relatives of the dead. The dead woman lay in state as in any western 
funeral parlor. Her casket was surrounded with flowers, the gifts of friends, 
exactly in the Areriean manner. She was dressed in a bleek, silk western dress 
and her coiffure was arranged in western style of sore twenty years ago. Tn 
faet, the only Japanese touch was the fact that the hands were folded over the 
Buddhist rosary, this being entwined in the fingers and the hands were folded 
from left to right. I later asked the undertaker ab-ut this. He stated that 
he had received specific instructions from the Buddhist priests of the neighbor-
hood to fold the hands "wrong". This feature and the rosary were the two dis-
tinct lie Japanese features. The rosary and folded hands lent a definite Boraan 
Catholic effect. 
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The father and «on then took seats near the body. The priest advanced up 
the aisle and went to the corpse and bowed low to it. Father and son then rose and 
bowed to the corps©« They then went back to their seats. The priest bowed again 
and continued to face the coffin. From the pocket of his sleeve he took a little 
silver bell and began the service by ringing it. The service began at5«12 P.M. 
and ended at 4s48 P.M. First he rang the bell once, then after a pause, twice, 
another pause, and then fourteen papid rings of the bell. This he repeated three 
times. He rang the bell 17 times in each series arid I recall that any number 
ending in 7 has to do with mourning. This is just a guess on my part and Harry 
didn't know. Then the priest began with his incantation of sutras. He began 
in a very low voice to intone a rather monotonous chant. The voice would become 
louder and then end on a very definite hiss* During this recital, from memory, 
lasting over an hour, the sutras were puncutuated with strokes of the bell. After 
the firefc ten minutes the priest turned to face the father and son sitting there 
in the fro/nt row and began to recite other sutras with definitely different 
sounds. After turning from the body, his voiee became louder. The close of the 
sutra was always marked with a very sibulant hissing sound. 
The first repeated phrases of the sutra over the corpse began in this way* 

0 - oa-denra-u-hi -wo-no-me 
To-ma-shi-ra-su 
O-ya-ra-na-ko 

- hiss 
In each ease? the last syllable of the line was 

heavily accented. I do not know what the words mean. Neither does Harry. I 
think that this is just a formula and so I was told by a man better versed in 
Japanese lore than Harry. After the recital of the sutras the priest delivered 
a eulogy. I was able to folic» some of the words. Although it went on for half 
an hour, and was read by t>*e priest from his own notes, the general gist of it 
may be summed up in a few words. I later cheeked with Harry on this. The prieet 
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8&idt 
She ©ass® to Amerioa whan she was young because she was a dutiful wife and 

she followed her husband. She was a good wife and mother. Yours is a hard burden 
to be without one so blessed in this tise of stress. 

After the eulogy the priest bowed to the corpse, then to the two witnesses. 
He then went may and was taken back to the cajap. The witnesses, fattier and son, 
had remained liapassive during the service. As soon as the priest had gone, however, 
the old laan began to weep violently, bowing to the coffin as he did so. The son 
began to weep also and after a while both turned away. They took the flowers with 
them to the old man's convalescent home, being careful to preserve the cards, 
because as Harry says, each gift of flowers must be acknowledged. Harry is merely 
going to send out cards of thanks in the American way. Under normal circumstances, 
he said, he should have given a small gift to his mother's close friends. The 
•mortician arranged to have the body brought to the crematorium. It would be 
cr©»«ted at the expense of the WCCA. Before the evacuation the Fresno Buddhist 
Association got together and bought a columbarium in a nearby oaiaetery* This 
will be used for the preservation of ashes during the evacuation period. I 
was surprised that no picture was taken of the coffin with the relatives around 
it. This is rather a Shinto practise but I know that the Japanese Christians also 
do it to sou» extent. Baryy said that his family did not do that but that his 
in-laars were rather upset because he was not going to have a picture taken. Harry 
said that the people at Gila to sosa extent keep mementos of the dead, the 
ancestral tablets, and even the ashes of the dead with their butsudan or kiiaidana. 
His in-laws keep the butsudan as I mentioned but the Osakaa do not hold to the 
Shinto practises. They do not observe memorial services and they have no regard 
for the O-bon-dori, or all-Souls' Day« They do not observe the 49 day rule of 
continence imposed on adherents of Shinto. 
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We returaed to Qzmp after * ihort stop-over in Phoenix and a night*a delay 
in Los Angolo»« tfpon hi» return to the center Harry was greeted by his wif«. He 
walked «p to her very gravely and bowed, ehaking hands, Then he «hook hands with 
ali theolder people and then the youngest. 

Harry and I beoame good friend® on our trip. Ile approdate® the faet that 
I was ab le to trave 1 with him. I think that Harry*s general social group U 
snost interesting; and it ia oertainly one of the most Wipponised. I ahould now 
have an entry into that group» 

Harry considera hiiuself an Alfieri con. He likes to be a ìiisei. He would 
not like to £0 Japan and he does not like Kibei« The se, he says» are stuok-up and 
think that they are better than everyone else. Most Wisei are ali right. 


