
Evacuation and Resettlement Study, 

June 3 , 1943 . D3T. 

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS 

_ ¡3 
Date of interview Nov. 11 , 1943interviewer Charles Ki::uchi 

1 . Name i ? ay Nakagawa 2 . S e x s M 3 . Married s t a t . M O D W 0 
4 . Present address 5211 University ^ve. Oct. 1 , 1043 

5 . Later addresses Date 

6 . Birthplace San Luis Obispo 7 . Birthdate Jan. 11 . 1921 
8 . Alien or citizen citizen 9. N ise i . Kibe i or Issei nisei 
10 . Addresses between D e c . l , 1941 and evacuation 

(a) Taso Robles, Ca l i f . Date Dec. 1 , 1-41 
(b) Arroyo Grande, Ca l i f . : a r . 20, 1942 

(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

" ii 
11 . Assembly Center Tulare Date Apr. 28 , 1942 

12 . Relocation Center Gila Date Sept. il:, 1942 

13 . Addresses between time of leaving Relocation Center and present 
(a) Brethren1 s Hostel . Chicago Date Kay 11T l ^ / a 
(b) 4304 S . Cakenjald. Chicago " May 29 . 194.: 

(c) U . of Chicago ^Tbt. 5604 - 56th ^ t . ' Jul / 26 , 1 4 , 
14 . Persons living in household on D e c . l , 1941 . Relationship to Re-

(a) settler 

(b) 
( c ) : elf - auto court 

(a) 
(e ) 

( f ) 

(g) 
(h) 

( i ) 

( j ) z z z z z u z i z z : 
(k) 
(1) 
( m ) 

15 . Persons l iving in household on evac. day Relationship to Re-
( I f same as 14, enter s y m b o l , e , g . 1 4 ( a ) . ) settler 

(a) Joe father 
(b) Han Mother 
( C ) 6 1 : ' 

(d) Dorothy 
e ) Lucy 
f ) Suini 

( g ) pay id jf rother 



Grade compi 

Amer.school 

Educ.in 

Japan Birthplace 

~;q n?c? ay 

Educ. 
in Japan 

Grade compi 
Amer.school 

(a ) 
(b) 
(c) 

(a) 
(e) 

( f ) „ 
17 . What members of household and immediate family evacuated to 

gether to Assembly Center or Free Zone (give symbols used 

in 15 and 1 6 ) . 

children or soouse) 
of differ-

16 . If immediate"family (parents, s ibl ings , 
were not included in household group in 

ent residence or because deceased, give details regarding them) 

lationship 

o resettler 

15, because 

Name 

(a ) 
(b ) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

(f ) 
16 . continued -

Mar. 
Stat 

Birthplace 

Occupation 
D e c . 1 , 1 9 4 1 

(for dec .last 
occupation) 

Religion 

SCHEDULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RESETTLERS, page 2 . 

continue 15 

Occupa-
tion Dec .Rel ig . 
1 , 1941 A f f l i , 

yn-rmftT» Knri. 

lisewü'e -
jttazQ -
.TJufìmal. lì  
Stuqent " 

rt tl 

18 . Composition of household in Assembly Center or Free Zone (Give 

symbols from 15 and 16; if others, give sex, age, relationship) 

Upon arrival : — — — 
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18 . continued -
Just before departure to Assembly Center or Free Zone 

1 9 . Composition of household in Relocation Project (Give symbols; 
if others, give sex, age, re lat ionship ) . 
Upon arrival : 

1 5 i n two a p a r t m e n t s 

Just before leaving Project: 

XI2 

2 0 . Composition of household in Chicago at date of interview: 
(Give symbols; if others, give details ) 

Name 

Relationship 
to resettler 

Residence 
( i f deceased 
write " d e c . " 

Age 
( i f dec. 
age at death Sex 

Mar. 
Stat . 

(a) 
(b) 

(c) L iving in GPor ~e 'illiaris Ço Lie. e A p t . AM til IS,gir,Iß 
(d) ione n ise i j 

(e) 

( f ) 
20 . continued -

Occupation 
Dec . 1 , 1941 

Birthplace 
Grade completed 
American school 

Educ. 

in Japan 

(for dec .last 
occupât ion) Religion 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

( f ) 
21 . Changes in composition of Household in Chicago: Note departures 

by symbol and dates. Give details for new households or entries : 
Relation- Residence Ago 

Date Name 

ship to 
resettler 

( i f deceased 
write " d c c . " 

( i f dec . 
age at death) Sex 

Mar. 
Stat . 

( a T 
( b ) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

( f ) 



: 

: 

cont in 

Date 

ued -

Name 

Relation-
ship to 
resettler 

Residence 
( i f deceased 
write " d e c . " 

Age 
( i f dec . 
age at death) Sex 

Mar. 
Stat . 

(g), 
(h) 

(i) ' 

(3): 
(le) 
(1)' 
(m)'.  

2 1 . continued - Occupation 

(a)' 

(b)' 
(c)' 
(cD-
te)' 
(f) ' 

(g)! 
(h) 

(i) ' 

(J)' 
(k) 
(1) 
(m)' 

Birthplace 
Grade compi. 
Amer.school 

E'duc. 
in Japan 

(for dec . last 
occupation) Religion 

_____ 

Elementary schools (name and location)| Dates 

Morro Bay elementary. Morro Bay 

Grammar schools (name and location) 
Arroyo Grande, ¿rroyo Grande 

High schools (name and location) 

.^an Luis Obispo. >-an Luis Obispo 

Colleges, universities and vocational 
schools (name and location) 

itili Luis Obispo J.C I.-.C. 
Arrastron- -usi'ies^ c o l l e g e 

Attendance at Japanese language 

school, location 

Arrc/o '-rr.'-in cie l 1 

1027-2.2. 

Dates 

1929-54 

Dates 

Dates 
I-M7Q / / 

Grade completed 

ora 

Grade completed 

8 th 

Grade completed 

12th 

Grade 
completed 

i i l l 
!.. yr. 

Degree 

. -t. t 

Dates 

„'i .:,7.-i> 



Nature of .job Type of industry Location 

une;'i-•loved 

"et 'JoTii 
Civil '-ervio 

Attended what church 

Budd list, re 

2 3 . Religious connections (begin with f i r s t , include assembly 
ccnter and Relocation project and status after resettlement) 

Where attended What Sunday sch. 

none 

For what party 
24 . Political activities 

Dates Voted in what elections 
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22 . Occupational history (begin with f irst job ) . Note periods of 
unemployment by entering dates continuously and writing 
"unemp" in Job column to cover such periods. Include employ-
ment in Assembly Center and Relocation Project and continue 
with employment since resettl ing . 

Reason 

Dates 
From 

13/41 
.. / 42-
5 /42 
6 / 4 2 
9 / 4 2 
Tptt 
o/4o 
5 / 26 / 

.for ter-
mination 

+ 



CH 2 2 . Fusako Pay Nakagawa WRA Form 26 507 , 197 

2 . Gila 8 / 3 1 / 4 2 
3 . WCCA Tulare 5 / 3 0 / 4 2 
4 . RFD Box 16 , Arroyo Grande, C a l i f . (Perm.) 

Thompson's Auto Courts, P . O . Box 215 Paso Robues , C a l i f . (Temp.) 
5 . Nakagawa, Jokichi Yamaguchi, Japan 

Ikeda, Man, Yamaguchi, Japan 
5a . U . ^ . Farming Abroad Student 
7.Grammar school. Arroyo Grande, Arroyo Grande, C a l i f . 1926-1933 

J r . High 'S.L.O* San Luis Obispo, Ca l i f . 1933 to 1935 
High school, San Luis Obispo Sr . 1935 to 1938 
Business school, "Armstrong" Berkeley, C a l i f . 1940 to 1941 
College, San Luis Obispo J . C . , C a l i f . 1938 to 1940 

7a .Bus . College: Commercial Training (Secretarial ) 
J . C . Commerce, A . A . (Acc 't ing) 2 yrs . 

High: Commerce, A » A r - { - A © e . CSF member 5 semester 
8 . None 
12 . 60 102 lbs . 
13 . No major defects 

18 . Single 
19 . Daughter 
20. 1/11/20 
23 . No 
24 . College 2 
2 5 . Speaks Japanese 
27 . Clerk, Gen. office 
27a . 
2 8 . 9 / 4 2 WRA Fiscal Dept . Ad. Bu i ld . Clerk typist , clerical acctg.fl6mno 

7 / 4 2 to 9 / 4 2 WCCA Center Cashier. Tulare Sr . Typist , f i l i n g $12 mo. 
6 /42 to 7 / 4 2 WCCA Engineers, Sr . Typist , tabulation $12 mo. 

5 / 42 to 6 / 4 2 WCCA Personnel, Induction work j r . clerk $8 mo. 
11 /42 to 2 / 4 2 Camp Roberts, c iv i l service . J r . clerk stenographer 

San Miguel, C a l i f . U t i l i t i e s . Clerical and typing|l20mo 
4 / 4 1 to 9 / 4 1 Santa Clara Produce Co. Bookkeeper and cashier 

Oakland, C a l i f . $18 wk. 
1940 to 1941 Attending Armstrong College School g ir l partime $10 mo 

cooking. rm.& bd 
29 . Skills : Bus. machine work; typing (55 w . p . m . ) 

Hobbies: Individual sports; participant 
O . P . in commercial line 

30 . Buddhist 

31 . #4 Thompson's Auto Courts 

Fay 's father, Jokichi Nakagawa 

2 . Same. 

3 . Same 4 / 3 0 / 4 2 
4 . Star Route Box 16 , Arroyo Grande, Ca l i f . 
5 . Nakagawa, Yoshikichi ( dec . ) Yamaguchi, Japan 

Yamada, Kuno (dec . ) Yamaguchi, Japan 
5a . U . S . farm laborer Abroad farmer 
7 . Grammar school, Mori-Yamaguchi, Japan, 1892 to 1898 
7a.None 
8 . Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan 6 / 1 8 8 5 . t o 1 /1903 



2 -

Fay 's father, Jokichi Nakagawa, continued 

12. 62i 110 lbs . 
13 . No major defects 

18 . Married 
19 . Head 
20 . 6 / 2 4 / 8 5 
2 3 . No 
2 4 . Gram. 6 , Japan 
2 5 . No English 
27 . Truck farmer 
27a . 
28 . 1940-5/42 F . Nakagawa, Vegetable farm 

Arroyo Grande, C a l i f . 

1933-1940 T . Nakaji , Vegetable farm 
1932-1933 Self-employed-vegetable farm 

125 acres, employed 6 
Fordson (tractor) Had 3 hors- of peas 
es—San Luis Obispo, Ca l i f . 

29 . Hobby: Playing Sho-gi (Japanese game) 
Skills : None 
O.P. None 

30 . Buddhist 

Farm laborer-driving 
horses, cultivator 
hoeing, planting $3 day 
Farm laborer § 2 . 5 0 

Farmer - grew hay and 
beans mostly. Grew l ittle 

$3000 acre pro. 

Fay 's mother, Man Nakagawa 

2 . Same 
3 . Same 
4 . Same 
5 . Ikeda, Takido Yamaguchi, Japan 

Orimoto, Kiku, Yamaguchi, Japan 
5a . Abroad, farmer 
7 . Grammar school, Mori , Yamaguchi, Japan, 1904-1908 
8 . Japan 11-1897 to 5-1917 
12 . 57 93 lbs . 
13 . No major defects 

18 . Married 
19 . Wife 
20 . 1 1 / 16 / 1897 
23 . No 
24 . Gram.4, Japan 
2 5 . No English 
2 7 . Farm hand, veg. 
27a . flower making 
2 8 . Housewife, took care of children 

Unpaid family worker, helped do farm work, hoeing, thinning, 
pick and pack vegs. 

2 9 . Hobbles: kn itt ing , a r t i f i c i a l flower making 
Skills : None 
O .P . None 

30 . Buddhist 
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Pay 's s ister . Haruye Dorothy Nakagawa 

2 . Same 
3 . Same 
4 . Same 
5 . Nakagawa, Jokichi , Japan 

Ikeda, Man, Japan 
5a. U . S . Farmer, Abroad Student 
7 . Grammar school, Arroyo Grande, Arroyo Grande C a l i f . 1929 to 1936 

Junior high, San Luis Obispo, 1936 to 1938 
High school, Arroyo Grande Union, 1938 to 1941 

7 a . High school—Major: Home Econ. & Commercial 
Home Econ. Girls Club 

8 . None 
12 . 60 110 lbs . 
13 . No major defects 
18 . Single 
19 . Daughter 
20 . 3 / 6 / 2 3 
23 . No 
24 . High 4 . Grad. 
2 5 . Speaks Japanese and Spanish 
2 7 . Companion 
27a . Typist 
27 . 9 / 4 2 WRA Mess Operations #40 Waitress , setting & clearing 

Rivers tables , waiting cleaning veg. $16 mo. 
5 /42 to 8 / 4 2 WCCA "K" mess, Tulare . Waitress, same as above $8 mo. 
7 / 4 1 to 3 / 42 C . P . Kaetel Private home--Companion, taking care 

San Luis Obispo of old lady " $30 mo. 
2 9 . Sk i l l s : bookkpeping, (1 yr . at school) sewing, typing (40 w . p . m . ) 

Hobbies: reading all types of books 
O . P . Clerk typist , seamstress 

30 . Buddhist 

Pay 's s ister , Lucy Sadako Nakagawa 

2 . Same 
3 . Same 
4 . Same 
5 . Same 
5a . Same 

7 . Grammar school, Arroyo Grande, C a l i f . 1931 to 1935 
High school, Arroyo Grande Union, 1939 to 1942 

Attended Emerson Grammar school, San Luis Obispo, 1935 to 1938 
Ten attended Arroyo Grande Grammar school from 1938 to 1939 & grad. 

7 a . Major: Business . Spanish Club, Commercial Club. Sports: G . A . A . 
8 . None 

12 . 64 110 lbs . 
13 . No major defects 
18 . Single 
19 . Daughter 
20 . 4 / 7 / 2 5 
23 . Yes 
2 4 . High-3 
25 . Speanks Japanese and Spanish 
27 . 26a . Typist 
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2 8 . 9 / 4 2 to 10 /42 WRA Mess Hal l , Rivers Waitress #16 mo. 
8 /42 to 8 / 42 WCCA Block "G" Tulare . Sr . Steno in block manager's 

. . office (typing, e t c . ) $12 mo. 
5 / 42 to 7 / 4 2 WCCA Mess Hal l , Tulare Waitress $8 ¿o . 

No employment history Student 
29 . Hobbies: reading, sports ( r i d i n g ) , butterfly collection 

Sk i l l s : typing (rO w . p . m . ) 

O . P . Secretarial ; Sr . steno; receptionist (needs training yet) 
30 . — — — 

/ 



0H-33 CH-22 
Charles Kikuchi Frances Nishimoto (psued. ) 
University of California 
Evacuation & Resettlement Study 
Chicago Office 
Dec. 13 , 1943 

Frances Nishimoto is a 22 year old 
nisei girl who was formerly employ 3d in 
the U . S . Civil Service at Camp Roberts, 
California prior to evacuation. She is 
now employed in a similar capacity in 
the Civil service with the Army Special-
ized Training Program on the University . 
of .Chicago campus. Frances is making 
fa irly normal adjustment to the re-
settlement phase, although she is also 
worried about many of the problems which 
face the nisei as she feels that it 
affects her directly , ¿ranees eeems to 
be a l i t t l e more sensitive than many 
n i s e i , although it is d i f f icult to 
determine whether this is more of an 
average reaction for the nisei as a 
whole or not. 

The interviews covered a period of 
exactly one month. The writer has had 
previous contacts with the interviewee 
at- G i i a and during her i n i t i a l adjust-
ments in this city. The writer was able 
to help a l i t t le with Frances* housing 
problems so that her confidence was 
obtained and a fairly good rapport 
established. 



CH-22 

Frances Nishinoto, 22 , was born on Jan, 11 , 1921 in : an Luis 

Obis jc , California . he has lived th< greater part of hor l i f e in 

Arroyo Grande, California . Prior to the war . rancor, war, <• ployed as 

a Clerk stenographer, junior r t ine , for th ar Department at Camp 

Roberts, Cal i fornia , i he WftB suspended from this ^ f f C l ^ f l l before 

evacuation. i t the present tine ¿'ranees holds a similar po: ition for 

the A m y i peoialized Training Unit located at the University or 

Chicago. 

. onces is l ivin - it 5211 University Ave. which is t';e Georrc 

" i l l i a m College d o m i t o r y for g i r l s . It is a very confortable liv-

in quart rs. i .tnoes c ts all of her neals out at th University 

of Chicago Con-ions. ' h e makes approximately £146 a month, in her 

present c iv i l service job since there is considerable overtime work. 

F a n o e s was evacuated to the Sulore ^sserably lent r on pr i l 36 , 

1942 and he workf d as a junior clerk in th t center for 12 a month. 

She t icn became a senior typist shortly b fore goinr to th Gila 

Relocition Cento on ept. 3 , 1942 , t Gil /ranees was , junior 

Cler>; and she received wanes of 16 a n nth. In Janu y , 1 ' 4 : , she 

was promoted to a stenographer in the a c c o u n t i n g d ivision . During 

April 

the month of ]' ancrr worked in the camouflage net project in 

Gila i nd she earned 11. . he re: ttled on 'fay 1 1 , 1043 to Chicago. 

i ranees has lived at four different locations : in e comi i ; to 

Chicago as she 'ia: experienced some housin d j/ficulty. he stayed 

?t the hrethre i hostel unti l May 29 - nd th n moved to 4204 . Oak-

enwald t. ;on July 26 she moved to the rpartment on 5204 - 56th t . 

but due to some d i f f i c u l t y , t. e nd her room mates were ked to 

move. he har bee 1 l iv ing at 5211 University ve . since Oct. 1 . 

Francos is the oldc t of seven children. They are as follows: 
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John Nishimoto, father 

Ma s ako Nishimoto, mot he r 

Frances Nishimoto, interviewse 

Daisy Nishimoto, sister 

Loretta Nishimoto, sister 

Shirley Nishimoto, sister 

Daniel Nishimoto, brother 

Emerson Nishimoto, brother 

Gerald Nishimoto, brother 

Frances' father is 59 years old and he received only elementary 

education in Japan. He was a rather successful farmer at the time 

of evacuation. The mother is 49 . The ages of the rest of the family 

ranges from 22 to 3 . Frances was the only one employed at the time 

of the outbreak of the war. The whole family are Buddhist, but 

Frances is now changing over to the Christian church. She is the 

f i rst of her family to resettled and this was only done over the 

great objections of her father . 

Frances* educational history started at the ~!orro Bay elemen-

tary school in 1927 . From 1929 to 1954 she attended t le ^rroyo 

Grande grammar school, ¿ranees continued on at the San Luis Obispo 

hiph school where she graduated in 1938 . ^he then went to the San 

Luis Obispo Junior College and received her A. A. deg ee in 1940 . 

For the next year she attended the Armstrong Business College in 

Berkeley, a fter which she went to work as a bookkeeper and cashier 

for a Japanese produce company in Santa Clara, -he received J18 a 

week for this job but she quit in August, 1941 because she was dis-

satisfied with the working conditions. Frances attended the lan-

guage school in Arroyo Grande from 1927 to 1932. She has never voted. 
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Frances is about 5 ft. 1 in. in height. She is a fairly-

attractive girl altho she is inclined to be a little timid. She is 

very conscious of her racial difference and they may be due to her 

family background. Her father has carried on the traditional role 

of the Japanese male in the family function and he was inclined to 

be rather strict with the children. At the time of the war, he was 

a rather successful farmer, but the family went thru hardships dur-

ing the depression period. Frances feels that she is closer to her 

mother who has a similar temperament as her. Frances has lived al-

most all of her life in a Japanese community and this is reflected 

in some of her attitudes. The outbreak of the war was a great emo-

tional shock to her because of the fear of physical harm. 

Frances has never been too interested in political activities 

but she took an active part in the JACL membership drive at Gila. 

She had been a member formerly but only for social purposes. At 

present she works 48 hours a week and most of her social life is 

obtained at the college dorm. She also visits a great deal with 

some of her nisei girl friends. She feels that she is a career girl. 

Frances has made fairly good adjustments to the resettlement period 

and she does not have any great emotional disturbances in her per-

sonality at the present time. 

Her story of her life follows: 

parents both came from the Yamaguchi ken. Dad came when he 

was 15 years old. He said once that he came because he thought 

America was a new country and there was a lot of opportunity here. 

He came all by himself. That was about 1901. I really don't know 

very much about what he did. He was over here alone for 15 or 20 

years before he got married. Dad never talked too much about his 
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experiences. I know that he worked for a while in a restaurant and 

he was also a field laborer in the farms all over California. He 

traveled around California a lot. <^Dad didn11 know any English at 

all when he came here. He said once that he carried a dictionary 

with him all the time he was working in a restaurant and he would 

pick out words and study them in his attempts to learn English^ He 

also learned how to cook a lot of American dishes and he is a very 

good cook. Then for a while he worked as a carpenter in Guadalupe. 

He built a house there and once he took us over to look at it. It 

is still standing and he is very proud of that. Dad did not have any 

other relatives over here; he was the only one from his family who 

came. 

"My mother came over in 1918 at the age of 27. I don't know 

how my parents were married because I never asked. I think that dad 

wrote back and asked his relatives in Yamaguchi ken to find a wife 

for him and they sent my mother. Dad was a farm laborer at the time 

they got married. don't even know if they had a wedding over here 

but I think they did. A lot of the Japanese got wifefeSin Japan and 

they were married by proxy over there and they did not go thru the 

ceremony after they got to America.^ 

"I was born in 1920^(she stated that she was born in 1921 when 

the schedule was filled out. This discrepancy may be due to the 

usual woman's vanity and reluctance about their age\)^ We had a pretty 

big family and I was the oldest of seven children. The first "four 

were girls and Dad wanted a boy so bad. That is why he has spoiled 

the boys so much when they did come. All the Japanese families like 

boys better than girls. That is why they like to put them on the 

farm as the girls are useless. 
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"By the time I was born my father had a truck farm of his own 

in San Luis Obispo. I don't know what happened but I think that the 

farm failed and he lost it. Anyway, we moved to Morro Bay in 1925. 

Dad continued to be a farmer there but it was not too profitable. 

He then leased a large farm and we moved to Arroyo Grande about 1927. 

That was when we had the big farm and we had it right up to the eva-

cuation. The farm was about 85 acres in all and my father grew 

vegetables mostly. It was very good land and dad had some profitable 

years. There was a big let-down during the depression after 1930, 

but dad managed to survive it and he started making a good comeback 

after 1937. The years of our depression was the time when the family 

was in the greatest poverty and we barely made a go of it. 

"By 1938 my father was pretty well off so that he sub-leased 

some of his land to the Filipinos. He was doing very well just be-

fore the war and making lots of money. This was a great disappoint-

ment to him when we had to leave just as the farm prices were petting 

good. Dad was used to having his big losses though. It had happened 

to him a lot of times. He lost quite a bit of money in 1930 when 

all the stocks failed. Everything happened to him then. The banks 

closed and his horses died and he just had a terrible time to 

support his family which was pretty large by then^J/ 

father was always very ambitious and he wanted to be a great 

success. However, he liked to talk a great deal and there were many 

periods in the past when he neglected his work. Sometimes he would 

forget to come home when there was some necessary work that had to 

be done. Dad is that way. He works hard when he works, but he also 

takes it easy when he gets an urge to rest. He doesn't like to do 

labor himself. He said that he had enough of it when he was younger. 
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"Dad always liked to gamble on stock and he took a lot of risks. 

He always drank a little but he never got real drunk. He is very 

temperamental by nature and yet he is kind-hearted too. I think 

that he is so narrow-minded, just like all of the issei. He sticks 

to his own ideas and he doesn't like to give in. I had a hard time 

coming out here because he didn't want me to come. After I said I 

would come anyway, he got so angry at me that he wouldn't talk to me 

for days. Now that I am making a good salar:/ out here, he is happy 

that I came out and he brags back in camp how well I am doing out 

here. 

father was very strict with us when we were children. We 

had to mind him much more than our mother. Yet, he did like us a 

great deal and he would be very generous and kind hearted to us at 

such times as the Fourth of July. He would let us buy anything we 

wanted to during the prosperous years. The depression was hard for 

us because we had to do without a lot of things. Dad was very hurt 

then because he could not give us everything we needed. He worked 

very hard but nobody made any money in those days. 

"As far as I can remember, my father spanked me only once. It 

was all my fault because I didn't like his Filipino workers. One of 

them got fresh with me on the farm when I was about 10 years old and 

I talked back to him. I wouldn't give him a ride in the car back to 

the house. I was just learning how to drive a car then. Î r father 

did not want me to be nasty to the Filipinos because he said they 

were good workers. The Filipino I got angry with told my father 

about me and dad didn't know what to do so he just spanked me right 

there in front of the man. 

"Dad's sentiments are very closely for Japan. He likes to talk 
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about the war. He is very much pro-Axis and he thinks Japan is 

great. But he signed 'yes' in the registration, because I 

guess he thought it best for the children to stay here. What my 

father thinks and believes has no connection with my thoughts at all. 

Ify father always said that Japan was strong and he bragged about his 

country in front of us a lot. Before the war tho, he said he would 

never go back there to live. But now that he has lost his farm and 

everything, he is so down-hearted and he doesn't know what he will do 

after the war. I think he will stay here tho, but I think it will be 

hard for him. Any issei would feel that way I suppose. They lost 

quite a bit, all because of the discrimination against them. 

"My father can't read and write English very well and. he only 

speaks broken English. He used to speak it much better but he never 

used it hardly at all after the evacuation. Dad used to write his 

own checks out tho and he could put down addresses in his notebook. 

He managed to get along in his farm business, but I don't think he 

could do it now. Dad belongs to the Japanese Association in Arroyo 

Grande and San Luis Obispo and they helped him in some of his busi-

ness deals. That's about all the Japanese clubs they had around 

there. Ky father was never a big shot among the Japanese. He never 

tried to be one because he was too busy on his farm. 

"I'm closer to my mother because she isn't so temperamental and 

I can say my own opinions and if she gets stubborn, I can talk her 

out of it. She is not one-track minded like my father. But mother 

is strict too. I remember that she had many conservative ideas as * 

we grew up. In a social way, she didn't believe in girls having 

dates at all. She- didn't want us to use lipstick and make-up be-

cause she thought we were getting too modem. She didn't mind our 
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buying good clothes tho. 

"My mother is very sweet and soft in many ways. She is quiet 

and she doesn't like to go out too much. She was always this way. 

I suppose that was because she was busy having so many children and 

her family life took up all of her time. My mother never liked to 

sit around and do nothing. She likes to be busy all the time. That's 

why it was a little hard on her in camp at first because she didn't 

have much to do. lather was always particular about us children and 

she wanted to bring us up correctly. 

j ^We were brought up in the strictest Japanese manner. We had 

to learn all the formal ways of greeting Japanese visitors and acting 

properly at the table. My mother wouldn't let me go out on a date 

with a boy until I went off to college. When the boys came to the 

house to visit me tho, my mother was a little more tolerant. But she 

did not like this too much either because she didn't want her neigh-

bors to gossip about any of her daughters. All of the Japanese 

families in the country were this way. 

"My father made all of the important decisions in the family and 

he was the boss. He thought that roan was something superior and a 

father was to be obeyed at all times. He was much easier on his 

sons because for a long time he didn't have anything but girls in 

the house. You know how the Japanese are about having sons. They 

think that boys are something particular. iY(y father was so glad to 

have his first son that I remember he went out and he bought a lot 

of gifts for Georgie. He spoiled and babied him all along. He 

still does that to my youngest brother. 

"My parents got along very well but once in a while they got 

mad at each other over nothing. They would even argue about putting 
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in the vegetable seeds in a certain place or something silly like 

that. It would work off in a few days tho. My father, after he had 

a quarrel, never talked to anybody that day. It hurt him all over 

and he didn't want to talk to anybody. That was his way of punish-

ing us too. He did that to me a lot—that1s his way. However, he 

never hit my mother and he treated her kind enough. They had to get 

along because there was so many children.^A Japanese couple is 

nothing like an American couple because they don't marry for love, I 

don11 think. I never did see any expression of real love between my 

parents altho I am sure that they care for each othev^Jl guess the 

Japanese are bashful that way. 

"Î y parents went to all of the public Buddhist affairs and they 

sent all of us children to the Buddhist church as soon as we were 

old enough. We were a pretty close family, but I was away from home 

a lot when I went to college. My youngest brother was born during 

this time and he hardly knows me. He was scared of me because he 

thought I was a stranger. He was just getting over that in camp 

when I left again to come out here. 

"Î r father is very proud of his family but he never tells us 

directly. He just brage to the other Japanese when we are not around 

to hear. He tells them that we are so obedient to him and that we 

were good children. Dad always liked to give my younger brother 

advice about leadership. One of my brothers was very talkative so 

dad told him to give a speech before the class just before evacua-

tion. He even helped him to write the speech out. This brother was 

always No. 1 in the class, but dad sort of bribed hiri along by offer-

ing him gifts if he made good grades. He did that to me too. I 

remember that he would give me $10 if I got all A1 s in high school. 
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Dad was very proud when we got good grades and he would brag about 

it to all the other Japanese and te l l how smart his children were. 

A l l the issei were abettfc that way about their children. They used to 

give a lot of prizes for good grades at the language school but I 

never won many of them, ^ad wanted his children to be well educated 

and a credit to him. 

"My father was always fair in his dealings with other people 

outside the family. He treated his F i l ip ino workers as an equal and 

they stuck ./ith him because he never yelled or scolded them. If they 

were not good workers, he would just f ire them. That is why the 

Fi l ipino workers worked hard for him. 

" I was very close to my father as a child. In those days I used 

to play and fight with all the nighbors' kids but I liked to be v/ith 

my father a great deal . He was very d ar to me then because he liked 

children. When he was cultivating out in the f ields , he would put me 

on a horse and I would go up and down the road with him all day long. 

I used to love to ride in his small automobile, even before I started 

school. I went all over with my father in his Ford . One day my 

father started out to town without me and as I saw his car going 

down the, road, 1 thought he was deserting me. I ran all the way 

downtown and mother ./as chasing along behind me as she saw me leave 

the yard. Some hakujin boys f inally stopped me and they held me 

until my mother came up. I kept saying that my father had 1 ft me 

and I had to catch him. As my mother took me home, I cried and 

cried. After that dad always took me along vith him in the car. 

m7e always ate Japanese food at home, but I would take American 

lunches to school. Dad did not have very many Japanese things around 

the house but he did have some Japanese books. Once in a while he 
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would give me a kimono to wear as a present. Our home l i f e was not 

like some of the Japanese families because we had fewereS Japanese 

books. They .vere mostly about Buddhism. e had a Butsudan in the 

front room. That is a temple with a Buddha in it and we would go 

there for our prayers. I don't know very much about Buddhism as it 

is a hard rel igion . I went to the Buddhist church as long as I re-

member because my mother wanted me to go. But I did not learn much 

about the religion there. I d idn 't learn much in Japanese school 

either. It was too hard for me. :.»'e lived way out in the country so 

that I only went into town week-ends for the Japanese classes. The 

teacher was a family friend and he often came out to drink sake vi th 

my father . I didn 't like him very much so I d idn 't pay much atten-

tion in my Japanese lesson. There was just one other family 's 

children going to the language school with as and we had to study 

hard for hal f a day without stopping at a l l . That 's about a l l I 

remember about the language school. V»e used to do plays and things 

at the end of the term and this would be presented to the Japanese 

public. I used to do some Japanese dances once in a while for these 

occasions. 

" I don't know how I ever learned English. I gue s it just rrew 

on me. I was the f irst child in the family and ay parents never 

spoke English. Once I got into grammar school, I learned fast and 

I was considered one of the brightest pupils in the class. I skipped 

the third grade and arithmetic was my easie t subject because dad ..as 

good at it . Dad had 'to use figures in his business and that 's why 

he kne*v arithmetic. He could not help me in any of ny other school 

subjects tho. 

"My parents were always strict in telling us to do things pro-



perly. When quests came to the house, we had to how to them in the 

Japanese way and be very quiet a l l the rest of the evening! 77e had 

to folio./ the Japanese eating manners strictly when guests were at 

the table. That meant we had to sit very straight and not say any-

thing. e got a l i tt le more careless in these things as we got older. 

My sisters ana I were not the rugged type and we were very bashful . 

T.7e were the well-mannered type. I d idn ' t like to meet people because 

I am a country hie •:. I would run and hide anytime company came so 

that I would not have to greet them in Japanese. My sisters and I 

would run to our rooms because we h ited to face the visitors , tome-

times I used to lead my sister into doing bad things and I was the 

one who always got scolded for that. The sister next to me got too 

temperamental as she grew up so that I dared not get her mad later 

on. Daisy and I never got along because we think differently . : he 

is nerrow-minded and temperamental just like my father and we had 

many quarrels, she gets along with my other sisters and brothers and 

I get along with the others too but .e just don't get along with each 

other. 

mother always said that the oldest one in the family had to 

do more work ana she always called on me. ^he said I had to ct 

ladylike and act older than my age in order to take my full respon-

sibi l ity in the family. This was from an early age on. y mother 

always reminded me to act older. In return for that, I got t e newer 

clot les and these things would be handed right down the line until 

they were worn out. 

" I n grammar school I played with both American and Japanese 

kids . There not very many Japanese in our school. /hen I f irst ,,ent 

to school in x.rroyo ^rande, tiere were all white children. I mean 
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they were mostly Portuguese. I d idn ' t l ike them because they ..ere 

not well bred. They '.¿ere country people too and in our school, tie 

Portuguese kids did not act well-behaved at a l l . xhey all got into 

trouble a l l the time. These Portuguese kids all became farmers later 

on and I 'm the only one in my class who went on to college. We did 

have a very good teacher and she taught me a lot . However, it was a 

poor school on the whole and lots of older dumb Portuguese boys went 

there. I neger did like the Portuguese very much. 

" I n high school I palled around exclusively with Japanese g ir ls . 

I just studied and I did my homework very fa ithful ly , i'rom my fresh-

man to my senior year, I never went out on a single date. Once in a 

while I went to small parties with a gropp. I d idn ' t resent that so 

much because none of the country nisei girls were allowed to go out 

on dates. I couldn 't even wear make-up until after I got out of high 

school because my mother thought it was cheap to do that. 

" I did not like the courses in high school too much. I liked 

math and the only spoirt I cared for was tennis . I was in the Cali-

fornia Scholastic federation because I got good grades as I studied 

hard. I d idn 't have any extra curricular activities at a l l . There 

were 25 nisei in the high school then and they were a l l like me. -Ye 

studied and we were always prepared for our lessons. We were always 

first in standing in the class while the hakujin kids had fun going 

out. Only a couple of the nisei went out for the school team. My 

nisei friends were my type and we did the same thing--we studied 

most of the time ana kept to ourselves. I d idn 't have any Caucasian 

friends at a l l . I guess this was because I felt different from them. 

" I n high school I f i rst became aware of the fact that I was a 

Japanese. I saw that the nisei 'were never nominated for the class 
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meetings and we felt it was no use. The first time I had the feel-

ing of discrimination was when the civil service suspended me after 

the war broke out. «»e d i d n ' t have too much racial discrimination out 

cur way unless went out hunting for it . It was funny because I never 

went oyer to our American neighbor 's farm but I would go to the other 

Japanese farms and it felt natural . I guess it was because we thought 

we were inferior . Being a Japanese makes me feel timid about going 

to hakujin places . 

21 just hated the F i l ip inos because they stared at me and they 

always wanted to talk to me. I never saw any Negroes but even now I 

don't like to be near one. I shouldn't feel that way, I know. I ' l l 

talk to a Negro but I don't think I ' l l ever have a Negro friend. I 

don't think a nisei would ever sleep with one. There is an uncom-

fortable feeling about being near a negro and I think the3^ a^e 

clean. I go% sleep with a hakujin girl friend tho and I would not 

feel funny that same way. 

"The reason I d idn ' t like the F i l ip inos was because they tried 

to get every girl and they were desperate for a mate so I stayed 

away from them. You can 't trust a F i l ip ino very much because they 

always look at g irls funny. They went to prostitutes a lot too. 

Sometimes I would say to myself that I wish I were an American so 

that I could find housing and jobs easily , but I never wishes it too 

strongly. I was just made to be born a Japanese and I can 't help it 

so I might as well make the best of i t . It is better than being a 

Negro or a F i l ip ino . Maybe I w i l l even get further in my career 

because I am a n i s e i . I like the Jews tho. Because the ones I knew 

were nice and I never had any prejudice against them. I guess that 

was because I never had any business dealing with th$m. Since evecu-
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ation I heard a lot of stories about how the Jews cheated the Japan-

ese out of their property. I ' v e heard a lot of tines that the Jews 

are too greedy but I can 't say for sure that this is true because I 

d idn ' t know any of them. I don 't d isl ike the Portuguese so much now 

because I never see any. I know I shouldn't have any racial preju-

dice at a l l but I can 't help i t . A l l the nisei in the country felt 

the same way I did. 

" I got a l l A 1 s and B ' s in high school and I was one of the 

highest to graduate from my ©eh© class because I was the studious 

type. All 10 of the highest in the class were n i s e i . That shows 

that they studied a lot like I d id . High school was just a stage 

that I went thru and it wasn*t any great pleasure. I don't have any 

fond memories of it at a l l . 

"After I graduated from high school, my father decided to send 

me to junior college in ^an Luis Obispo. I thought I would like to 

go because there was nothing else for a girl to do. I worked for my 

room and board in a hakujin dent ist ' s home. I got along fine with 

him and his wife and I didn 't mind the job very much. After I got 

into college, I started to go out on dates and I began to cut classes 

also. That was because I met a nisei fellow and he had a lot to do 

in influencing me. I went around with a nisei group and there were 

less restrictions on us in town because our parents weren't too near 

us. It d idn ' t do any harm because we didn 't get into any serious 

trouble l ike the issei thought we would. I d idn ' t go to too many of 

the junior college activities as I found my main social l i fe among 

the n i s e i . I belonged to the YWBA and they had parties in which we 

had more fun . That was the best fun about going to college. 

"Fred was my steady boy friend for one year. He was a lot of 
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fun and he took me to nioe places. He called me up on the phone 

every night . Fred was a good looking boy and a nice dresser. He was 

pretty smart too. He helped his dad on a farm so that he did not 

have any studies to keep him in evenings. I liked a l l of his friends 

ana I had a lot of fun with them. It was a very good friendship with 

Fred and he made :y college days enjoyable. 

" I n 1940 I went up to Berkeley to go to the business college, 

-ne didn 't ,.ant me to go to college any more as he wanted ..ie to marry 

him. I d i d n ' t want to •'get married then ana I d idn 't think I liked 

him that well . I felt I was too young anyway. I went on up to Arm-

strong Business College to take a business course and Fred would call 

me long distance quite a b it . He also sent so many boxes of candy to 

me that I had to give them away. Then one day he drove up to see me 

and he was very serious. He wanted me to get married but I had al-

most forgotten him by then, After that Fred started to go out .vith 

my closest g ir l friend back home. Finally he came up once more and 

asked me to marry him, for the last time. I d idn ' t want to, so we 

just broke it o f f . I was going around with other fellows by then. 

When I went bock home again, Fred and my girl friend were married. 

"The reason I wanted to -take a secretarial course at Berkeley 

after getting out of junior college was that I felt that it would 

give me a better chance to get a job. I thought I would be able to 

get into c iv i l service because a lot of nisei girls were doing that. 

There wasn't much else for a nisei girl to do. I worked my way thru 

Armstrong and my father sent some money for tuition . My parents 

did not mind my leaving home by then because they had gotten used to 

the fact that I was away to school during the time I was in junior 

college. 
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n Be fore I went to business college, my dad wanted to marry me 

off to a fellow but I absolutely refused to do i t . My mother was 

more sympathetic and she said she would not force le. I d idn ' t even 

like the fellow and it upset me a great deal when my parents tried 

to arrange a marriage for me. They meant well but I just couldn't 

see their point of view. They d idn ' t get mad when I turned the 

offer down. In some Japanese families the g ir ls are forced to get 

married, even i f they don't -want to. But my dad was not that nar-

row. He was thinking of my own good. I preferred to go to school 

just then. 

" I had to study hard at Armstrong but it was a goddbusiness 

school. I had a"lot of homework almost every night . There were 

about 20 nisei girls attending the school and I went around mostly 

in that group. After I received my certificate from the business 

school, a Japanese man called me up one morning and he offered me a 

job as a combination bookkeeper-cashier in his produce market in 

Oakland. My parents d idn ' t even know that I took a job until after 

I told them later . I was greatly disappointed in the job and I 

d idn ' t l ike it at a l l as I had to get up at 3 o Tclock in the morn-

ing. I had to be at work by 4 . I kept a l l of uhe books and I did 

a l l of the office jobs ana I also acted as a cahsier and handled 

a l l the cash which went in and out of the o f f i c e . I worked until 

noon and then I would eat and go to bed. About five o 'clock I 

would get up again and take it easy unti l 8 . Then I would go to 

sleep again unti l 3 the next morning and I had to be at work once 

more. That was my l i f e . Sometimes I would have a date until 2 

in the morning and I would barely have time to change clothes and 

go to work. I couldn't keep up this pace and I got shot after 4 
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months I quit the job. I wanted to go home anyway. I d idn 't l ike 

that job at a l l . It was too hard. That was the f irst and last 

time I worked for a Japanese employer. 

" I went home in August of 1941 and I wasn 't sure of what I 

would do. I thought I could get some sort of a job as a secretary 

in Los Angeles. I was offered a job in a produce market in Los 

Angeles and I went down there to look it over but I d idn 't l ike the 

conditions too well . In September I took a c ivi l service test and 

I was in hopes that I would get a job offer thru that in a short 

time so I didn 't try to look for another job too hard. I :uch 

rather have worked in civil ^service than for a Japanese business 

because the work was easier , the wage was higher and the hours were 

shorter. There was also much more impersonal relationship with the 

employer and they didn 't make you feel obligated to them. 

T'0n November 28 , 1941, I went to Los Angeles for a short v i s i t . 

I don't remember what it was about. ./hen I came home, I had a 

letter waiting for me and it -was from the c ivil service board. It 

told me to report to Camp Roberts on Dec. 1 for a job. My dad felt 

this was a good opportunity and everybody rashed around the house 

getting me a l l packed, ¿ad drove me down to Paso Robles to help me 

f ind a place to stay. We couldn't find any empty apartment because 

there were a lot of soldier wives and families which f i l led the 

town. Finally we found a place in an auto court which vvas 11 miles 

from Camp Roberts, ¿ad helped me get settled, then he left for 

horae. lie told me the t I would be able to go home every wee c-end. 

There was so much e citement t a t day and when dad suddenly left 

me I felt so lonesome that I burst out into tears . 

"My relationship with the family had become better and better 

when I f irst came back home in August, 1941 . I was treated as a 
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guest and the family went out of its way to get me anything I wanted. 

I wasn 't supposed to do even the dishes . My dad said I was a guest 

and he insisted that I be put in comfort and treated as one. 

ThatT s why I slept late every morning and breakfast .vas served to me 

at any hour. Sometimes I trought my g irl friend over and we would 

sleep together and talk late into the night. Gosh, there was no-

thing like that and it was a re l ie f after the strenuous day I spent 

at home and at Oakland, ¿ven before I came home, my family began 

to spoil me. "y mother would send me foods by special delivery. 

That 's how much they missed me at home. : y sisters felt a l i t t le 

jealous at a l l this special treatment I was receiving but t ^ey 

accepted i t . I led a very easy and happy home l i f e then and I 

d idn ' t have any miserable problems at a l l . 

"My best g ir l friend was a nisei and we had palled around from 

elementary school right on thru junior college. We did everything 

together and we had i:one out on r any double dates while we were at 

the San Luis Obispo junior college. I don't think she was ever-

jealous of me even tho she later did marry my former boy -friend. 

We liked about the same thing and we would s ay up late at night 

talking about our l i t t le personal a f f a i r s . It was mostly about boy 

friends which was our main topic during those days. ,e would take 

turns staying overnight at each other 's places. I didn 't have ,. 

very large group to go around with back home but t iey were a l l 

close friends . My circle consisted of a nisei book keeper for the 

San Luis Obispo Growers' Association and I had even stayed with h is 

folks for a while when I f irst went th re. Then there was my boy 

friend and several girl friends in our group. There was one other 

girl v, ho went around with us also but I didn 't think too much of 
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her. She wasn't as educated as much as the rest of us were. The 

reason she got by was that she was extremely attractive . The other 

nisei girls who aid not belong to our clique talked about us and 

they said we ./ere very snobbish and stuck up just because we had 

gone to college. They were envious of us because we .vent to dances 

and football games. They really got mad at us when the JACL cabinet 

took my g i r l friend and I to a JACL conference meeting in Santa 

Maria inspite of the fact that we weren't members of the organiza-

tion. ..'e had a- lot of fun that time and I enjoyed the trip very 

much. I never *ave the J..CL much thought alt ho I went to their 

meetings. It was only for social purposes that I went. 

"E'very time I went back home for a vacation I went back into my 

own group. Then when I went home to stay in August, 1941 , I just 

palled around more with my close girl fr iend . I used to visit some 

of the others when I dropped into town as I had a car at my disposal. 

San Luis Obispo Was about 20 miles from our farm. There was a small 

crymmy Japanese section in San Luis Obispo and it was all run down. 

We usually stayed out of that district because the Japanese gossip 

too much about us anyway. 

"Our crowd went bowling about two times a week. We also went 

to the movies about once a week. V<e went to fewer dances than the 

city nisei because not so many of these events were given out our 

way. We also went to the small night clubs in S a n Luis Obisp, but 

my parents never knew about that. They would have objected to it 

very much if they had known as they «vould have considered that I 

was a fallen woman or something for going to such a pi ice. I drank 

Tom Collins at the nightclub but I only did it to be sociable to the 

other fellows. -e 'went mainly for the dancing there anyway. 
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"My main hobby was tennis but our group also »vent golfing, 

occasionally. I suppose we we re a l i t t l e better off than a lot of 

nisei at t lat ti e, because we were not pinched for money. I had 

read a lot ;vhile I was going to high school but I quit reading en-

tirely after going to J . C . , except for ay textbook and the 

necessary assignment. I gue. s that v/as a sort of reaction. I used 

to read and read in high school. I l iked all kinds of f ictions , 
I 

especially the biography of girls and books by Booth Tarkington. In 

junior college I had so many other things to do that I did not have 

time to read very much. I have never had time to read from that 

time up to now. 

f ,I went to the Buddhist church fa ir ly regularly but I never 

took a real active part in the church function. In Berkeley I went 

to the Buddhist church because that was the way of meeting new 

n i s e i . James Sakoda was my teacher there and he scared me once very 

much because he insisted upon me giving a talk on inferiority com-

plex. I just was not interested in doing that. Buddhism is just a 

rel ig ion and I am not tied very closely to i t . I just want to have 

one religion and my folks didn 't want me to change to Christianity 

as a child so I f u l f i l l e d their desire on this and went to the 

Buddhist church. Everybody was a Buddhist in our area and there 

were no n isei who were Christians at that time. I think that if a 

lot of the nisei had started to go to the Christian church, I flight 

just as well have gone there. Maybe my folks would not have liked 

that so much. Once a haioijin girl wanted me to become a Catholic. 

I asked my mother about it and she said I ' d better not so I dropped 

that. I wasn't too active in the Buddhist activities altho I did 

belong to th: TIB... I never knew very much about the Buddhist re-
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frk©» l igion though. It doesn 't mean much to me nd I only went 

because I could see my friends there. I listened to the sermons 

but I was not affected in a religious way. It was just a custom for 

the nisei in our district to go to church on Sunday.- There wasn't 

much to do on Sundays in a farming community. At times I sort of 

questioned Buddhism. laybe it was because of my junior college edu 

cation. It is an extremely hard religion to understand, in the f irst 

place and I never did get it clear in my mind. 

"Anyway, on Jec. 1 my job in the c ivil service was to start and 

I decided then to become a career girl because it sounded pretty 

exciting to be making such a large salary on my own. There weren't 

many nisei in our area who were making as much as I war. Another 

thing was that I felt that I could use my education for a short 

time without thinking of marriage. However, I never thought I would 

ever come east to carry out my career. I thought I would eventually 

be settled in San Francisco or Los Angeles. In fact , I never 

dreamed that I could get a job in Camp Roberts. I really wanted to 

go1r to Hawaii for my future but my reasons were not too def in ite . 

I had a cousin there and she always wanted me to come over. She 

said that there was less racial feeling in Hawaii and it would be 

easy for me to get a good job there. 

" That ' s why I didn 't have any idea of marriage then. Of course, 

I talked about it but it was never serious to me. Every time It was 

suggested, I just couldn't make up my mind. I thought I ' d rather 

not be married. I felt that I was too young and I wanted me career 

f i r s t . I felt that there would be plenty of time for marriage 

eventually and I wanted to be sure that I got the right person. I 

had finished my educational plans and stenography was* definitely my 
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f i e l d . I felt that I could only get good at it thru constant 

practice . I had the idea then that I would always he living among 

the Japanese on the Pacif ic Coast. But not now. All of that has 

changed for all of the n i s e i . 

" I n town I felt more at ease with other Japanese. I d idn ' t feel 

at ease with Caucasian groups, because I did not know them well 

enough. I felt that they d idn ' t want me in their groups anyway. 

I felt that they d idn ' t want me in their group anyway, and I also 

fe lt that the Caucasians were ashameu. to be seen with me in public . 

" I was quiet and bashful and I thought that no group should be 

very much inter ested in me anyway. I never thought about the war 

at a l l . I d idn 't think that it would ever come for this country. 

When I went to work Dec. 1 everything was calm enough. On my f irst 

day of work at Camp Boberts, I had to f i l e civil service forms for 

a day and a half . I had rented an auto court room at Casa Bobles 

and there waa a Caucasian g i r l who had a car. ^he picked about five 

of us up every morning and we split the expenses. The first day I 

was at work I took: a greyhound bus out there. The lady at the auto 

court usually drove me to the railroad station and I had to walk 

from the M .P . headquarters so that I wouldn't get lost . After we 

made our in it ial inroads, I got into the routine of the work. I 

was classified as a junior clerk-stenographer but I did not take 

much dictation. That f irst week I f i l l ed out mostly overhment 

on myself. My boss ' name was Morrison, but I d idn ' t get to know him 

very well as the chief clerk handed down the orders for the day. i 

There were also orders given to parents to v is it some sick men in 

the hospital . I had to know everything in the f i les and I learned 

it pretty well during the f irst week. 
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" I went home on Saturday, Dec. 6 for the week-end. I had met 

a nisei soldier from Gamp Roberts during the first week of my'work 

there and he gave me a ride home in his automobile. I was rather 

pleased Jith my work and my parents were much more interested in it 

a&so. I told my family a l l about my job and I d idn ' t suspect a 

thing about the war. I was up retty late so I d idn 't get too early 

on Sunday. The next morning I was listening to the radio when there 

was suddenly a break in the program and an announcement made that 

all soldiers should report back to their military stations imme-

diately . I d idn 't know what was going on. Just then a hakujin man 

came over and he asked me i f I hed heard about Pearl Harbor. I 

d idn ' t know what to think. I went to the radio and then I heard the 

news of the attack on Pearl Harbor for the f irst time over the radio 

and my heart dropped three inches. 

" I t was a sort of a numbing sensation. The f irst thing I did 

was to think about my job. I could just feel how antagonistic the 

office staff would feel toward me when 1 went bfeck to work on Mon-

day. It was such a depressed feeling . I was sup. os d to take a 

5 o 'clock train to Paso Robles that evening. I d idn ' t want to go 

but ray fam.ly thought it would be better if I went ahead with my 

work. I knew that I wasn't the cause of the war, but I had t tat 

awful feeling anyway. My sister drove me down to San Luis Obispo 

to catch the train . I was so sick and depressed that I d idn 't want 

to go back at a l l . I d i d n ' t want to meet any hakujin people. I 

don't know why I felt so badly. I was on the edged of nervous 

hysteria . I never want to have such a feeling again. 
Luis Obispo 

" I n San we stopped for a moment at a drug store. I could 

feel the hakujin looking and staring at me and I f e lt so small. 
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soldier came "by and he said, ' L e t ' s shoot all the Japs around 

h e r e . ' I was so frightened. I f e l t all the more 'fcti&t I d idn 't 

want to go buck to C^rnp ^oberfcs to face the office s ta f f . A l l the 

time it seemed that people were staring at me with a very mad face. 

I saw some nisei soldiers and they looked £o forlorn and they had 

such a sad face . I think their hearts were do.m about an inch more 

than mine. We had to wait a long time for the bus because the 

soldiers all had to get on f i r s t . 1'here we re quite a few Greyhound 

busses goin- by and we couldn't get on them. It was the same way » 

with the train . By the time I got on the trai l it was 8 o 'clock . 

A nisei soldier with a long l'ace was sitting in front of me. He was 

in a daze and e was scared like anything. I thought he was a scared 

as I was. I couldn't think of a thing because my mind was numb. 

•'The. only thought that went flashing thru my mind was, ' I hate 

to go back, I hate to go buck , ' and 'What wi l l the people in the 

office say to me, how wi l l they react?" I kept thinking these 

things all the way down to Paso Robles. The closer I got the more 

fight ened I became. 

"When I got off at the station in Faso Robles, I called up the 

lady at the auto court and asked her to come lifter me. ¿he ss±â 

had insisted upon it on the ^aturday before that she would do th is . 

I was a l i t t l e scared about this because I d idn ' t know if her mind 

had changed in the meantime. It was a great rel ief when she spoke 

in such a sympathetic way. ^he said that the Pearl Harbor attack 

was so terrible and awful and she would come right down after me. 

She talked to me in the car all the way out in order to control me. 

I d i d n ' t know what to say. I was quiet and sad and worried. 6he 

told me not to worry because I was an American citizens and as good 
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as she was. That made me feel a l i t t l e better . After we got to the 

auto court she invited rie into the l i v i n g room. I talked to her for 

qui$e a while that evening about other things and she tried to get 

my mind off of rqy fears . It was late when we went to bed. I was 

-:xhaustea as it had been such a trying day for me. The radio re-

ports were s t i l l coming over the radio and I would have such a 

terrible feel ing ..i thin me evevery time the Japs were mentioned. 

I slept soundly that night because I was so tired but when I Y/oke 

the next morning I d i d n ' t want to go to work at a l l . However, I 

forced myself to get ready. I wondered i f the g ir l ./ho used to pick 

'ae up i n the automobile would continue to do so. I wondered how her 

reaction was going to be. I kept thinking about all these things as 

I waited for her to t&ke me to- Camp Roberts. 

"The g i r l came along and s le acted l ike nothing had happened. 

Her radio .vas on and it -as t e l l i n g about a l l the war. The g i r l 

d idn ' t act l ike I was a Japanese at a l l . I d i d n ' t know what to say 

or how to . ct . i had a blank look on my face. Inside of me I was 

so scared and mixed up. ¿'he g irls kept saying the darn Japs were 

doing this and doing that , '-hey just acted like I was one of them. 

They w r e n ' t walking about me at a l l . However, it did make me feel 

funny inside because I had an oriental look on my ace. I wondered 

how these g i r l s really i'elt towards me. 

"When I got to the off ice in the Army camp, they were a l l work-

ing. They preteidei as i f nothing happened and they ignored me. 

One clerk was reading the big headlines in the newspapers but he 

put it away ,/h n I came in . For several days t ley d i d n ' t read the 

newspapers in the off ice at a l l . I knew that they talked about me 

and they wanted to make ale feel better . I found out that they bore 
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me no grudge. They were very considerate no to hurt my feelings at 

a l l . I realized then that I was feel ing more awful una guilty than 

I should have, ¿hey thought I was just like them and they never 

talked about the war in front of me and try to hint around that it 

was my fault . One nan in the office thought I was a Chinese and when 

the others told him I was a Japanese, he did not come to talk to me 

for quite a while . However, he began to talk to me later on and 

everything was all r ight . Once they got to know me they took me just 

like an individual and not as a Japanese. 

"That was quite a period of suspense in my l i f e . That f irst 

week of the war was really something. I can ' t describe all of t h e , 

sensations and fears and mental torture that I went thru. I t ' s a 

wonder that I didn 't go to pieces . I might has© done that i f the 

office staff hadn't been so considerate. I went home again the next 

week-end. I worried about my job all week long because one of the 

clerks told me that I might lose it eventually because I was of 

Japanese ancestry. It made me feel that I d idn 't have much chance 

of sta / ing on. During the f i rst week Id idn ' t want to buy a news-

paper at a l l . I f e l t I wanted to avoid all of it . I d idn 't want 

to believe that it was real . I d idn ' t have a radio at all so I 

d idn 't hear the latest announcements. 

"My landlady continued to be kind to me all the time. The only 

time I listened to the radio after the news of Pearl Harbor was on 

Monday, Dec. 8 . I hea. a the speech of Roosevelt declaring war. I 

d idn 't hage so much fear then because people were so nice to me that 

day. I felt that I was more accepted. They took it for granted 

that I was an American. As President Roosevelt declared war, I 

looked down on the floor because I felt that smme of the people wfe-re 
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watching me. Really they d idn ' t look at me at a l l . It was just 

that feeling in me that something terrible would happen. Nothing 

happened tho, and I was much more stable for the rest of the week 

because I d idn ' t have as many fears as I had when I got the first 

shock. 

"My parents were just as excited as I was. When the news of 

Pearl Harbor f irst came over the radio, we ran out into the f ields 

and told my father. lie couldn't believe it at f i rst and then he ran 

home to l isten to the radio. Mother was all excited by then. We 

translated all of the news to our folks so that they could under-

stand what was happening. It was a great surprise to my parents. 

They said , 'Already? ' xind they were amazed. I guess they thought 

that there would be war eventually but they did not expect it that 

SOOil. 

"The FBI round-ups started right away and my dad thought that 

they would take him because they took the next door man. '.¿hen I 

went home on week-e :ds my dad would give my sisters and I instruct-

ions on what to do in case he was taken. Mother prepared his suit 

case. That suit case was left packed by the door for many weeks. 

Dad always expected the internment by the FBI from the day of the 

-war to the day of evacuation. He told us about what to do with the 

farm. He told us what to plant , who to h ire , when to hire , and a l l 

kinds of instructions for keeping the farm up. 

"Dad was not bad or a spy or anything like that. It was just 

that there were so -.any rumors going around that all issei would be 

locked up and that is why .dad expected to be taken. He worried a 

lot about how my sisters and I could manage the farm. Se did not 

expect me to do too much because I was s t i l l working at Gamp Roberts. 

J 



He d idn ' t te l l me to quit my job and take over the family a f f a i r s . 

He thought I would be losing my job anyway. I don 't know the full 

extent of my dad 's worry because I wasn't home during most of the 

week. 

"The family bank account v/as put in ray name and in dad 's name 

so that I could draw money out after it was frozen for a l l of the 

issei . JJad had a lot of stocks but it was all American stocks and 

bonds so that this was pretty safe . Dad handled all of his finan-

cial business himself and the Japanese Growers' Association handled 

his income tax and told him what forms he had to f i l l out. That is 

why I don 't know too much about his money m; tters . The war really 

spoiled a l l of our plans, ^ad was making very good money on his 

farm and we were planning to buy a new car. We had recently bought 

a new radio, wash machine, furniture and other things. We were 

plaining to f i x the house all up when the war came. The land and 

t e house were rented but the farm equipment all belonged to dad. 

He had bought a lot of new farm equipment. He had a new disc , a new 

plow and a cajtsiJjillar tractor. He also had some horses. After 1937 

my father had some good seasons on the farm and he had completely 

overcome the days of the depression when we?e were so poor. He was 

well on the comeback road when the war came and this caused a great 

deal of worry. 

"'Dad had a headache on what to do because the future was so 

uncertain. It got more de ressing as the days went by. After the 

rumors of evacuation started, he didn 't know what to do because he 

was so confused. He had heard that the nisei would be able to stay 

behind and only the issei would be moved. He thought of turning 

over the farm to a nisei and he started to look around for one. 
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nis sttn was not old enough to take over these responsibil ities and 

he was not quite sure we g irls could do i t . 

" In the nean tine I continued to work at Gamp Roberts. After 

the war rtarted I had to work a l l day on Saturday. I would go home 

after that and sleep pretty late on Sunday. Then the family would 

have lunch and in the afternoon we would go riding or to a show. 

That is why I d i d n ' t know too much about what my father was going 

thru. Ee d idn ' t want us to worry like he was. One of the things 

that ?/orried him most was whether he should plant his spring crops 

or not. He d idn ' t know whether he would be around to harvest them 

and it cost quite a bit to plant to crop. I d idn ' t have too much 

family responsibility as my sister took care of all the details 

then and she got all the latest information for the Family during 

that time. I did not have too great a part in the family a f fa irs 

until I lost my job. 

" I lost my job in the middle of March. I had worried for about 

a month that this would happen because stories had been going around 

that nisei c ivi l service employees would a l l be kicked out. I was 

on the Federal Civil Service and I thought for a while that it might 

not hit me. I did worry quite a bit about it but when I d idn ' t get 

fired I began to forget about it more. Finally in March I got a 

notice at 11 o 'clock in the morning from the Commanding Officer of 

Camp Roberts. It said- that I was to leave the camp immediately. 

The notice said that I was suspended for administrative reasons and 

they would notify me when I could come back. 

f0h my God, that notice was almost as shocking as Pearl Harbor. 

It came over the telephone and the clerk had to tell it to me. Oh, 

I couldn't believe it at f i r s t . I was stunned. I d idn 't hear the 
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c^erk say that I was supposed to leave immediately. The color just 

drained out of' ray x'ace and I stood there in a daze so that the clerk 

had to come and repeat it to me. My gosh, I felt so awful. I 

started to cry and cry right there in the room. I really broke down 

that time. Everybody came over to sympathize with $ e . 

" I told them that I d idn ' t know how I would get home at 11 in 

the mornin^ because the g irl who gave me a r idein the automobile 

usually d idn ' t go home unti l 5 o ' c lock . The clerk wasvery sympa-

thetic and she loaned her car for a man to drive me home. They a l l 

felt sorry for me. I was feeling so bad that I d idn ' t say goodb -e 

to anybody as I was shot all to pieces . The man helped me into the 

car and we just drove o f f . I had a feeling then that I would never 

go back there to work, i'he man comforted me all the way and I just 

cried. I went to the auto court and I rushed up to my room and 

flopped on the bed and sobbed for several hours. Then I began to 

think a l i t t le more clearly . I thought that I would have to go home 

right away so I began to pack while I was s t i l l crying. 

"The landlady came up then so I told her what had hap:«ned. 

bhe was so surprised and she tried to do everything for me. She told 

me that I could rest and she would f i x something to eat for me. She 

skid that she would take me home in her own car :?e ause she d idn ' t 

want me to ride on the bus all alone. She drove me all the way b..ck 

to Arroyo Grande which was 70 miles away. 

y parents didn 't say very much when they sa^Jme. They had a 

feeling that it would come to this sooner or later . My parents were 

very thankful to the landlady for being so kind. Dad loaded her car 

up with farm vegetables and mother gave her canned foc?d in order to 

show their appreciation. when the landlady l e f t , she told me to 

/ 
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write to her and she said that I could have the same room back when 

I was reinstated in c ivil service. Altho I did writte letter to 

her but I never did see her. I haven't written to her since I ' v e 

left camp because I have been too busy. 

"After I got home, I couldn't do anything for two days because 

I was so hurt. 7:y eyes were all swollen and I was so mixed up in-

side. I just did not know what I was doing because it was such a 

shock to me. Everything looked sort of hopeless. I liked the job 

so well and it paid such a good salary. It was the first time that 

I got such a large check of ¿60 every two weeks. Then a l l of a 

sudden I d idn ' t see these checks any more. Everything seemed lost 

to me and there was an a ir of suspense. It just didn 't seem real to 

me for the longest time. 

f,By fchei this time evacuation rumors started a l l around in the 

Japanese community and people didn Tt know what to think altho they 

expected it eventually. I had heard many rumors about Japanese 

being beaten up. I was so scared about the Fil ipinos because there 

led been some incidents that I had heard of . I heard that at one 

place a F i l ipino came to the do r of a Japanese family and when it 

was opened, he shot the Japanese man down in cold blood. The 

Fil ipinos were not punished for these incidents becasue of the war. 

The public //as quite aroused over the Phil ippines , and they d idn ' t 

care what happened to the Japanese over here. 

"Then we began to hear rumors that the nisei were to be se-

parate! from the i s s e i . My parents were worried about this because 

they thought they would have to go to camp while we g irls ran the 

farm and took care of the children. I thought we could manage it 

somehow i f it came to this . <»'e d idn ' t know .hat to do about the 



l i t t l e kids and I thought it was terrible if l i t t l e George, was 

separated from mother. That wouldn't have worked out at a l l . 

"Dad didn 't think that us g ir ls could ran the farm at all be-

cause that was manfs work. <>'e kept saying that we could h\ve, but 

we knew inside of us we could not do i t . We said it to keep dad 

from worrying all the more, ^ad worried so much but he tried not 

to show it to us. He kept it more to himself because he st i l l 

thought of himself as hekd of the family. !!y mother was resigned 

and she said she would follow thru with dad no matter what happened. 

She never talked much about it to us . I know that my parents talked 

about it because they stayed up late at night and I could hear their 

u ib l ing voices as they talked about their worries after we went to 

bed. I never heard exactly what they said but they talked and 

talked. l"y sisters and I did the same thing. We talked about what 

we could do for the fa lily. We d i d n ' t know what to do because ue 

were mostly confused. 

"A l l of the restrictions came after that and certain zones 

along the coast were closed to the Japanese. :Ie began to worry 

about that because we thought that our zone would be included pretty 

soon. Svery day we listened to the radio to hear about the latest 

zones that was to be cleared. The issei from the other zones 

started to come to our area. ><e d i d n ' t like that too much because 

we were too worried that too many of them were coming. ..e had some 

empty houses but we did not offer them to friends because we felt 

that i f too many Japanese came into our area they would put a 

restriction on us and we would have to move too. That was self ish 

wasn't i t? 

"All of the Japanese started to go toward i'resno then. This 
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m&ae dad worry all the more because he thought that if all the 

Japanese l e f t , oui family ,7ould be left a l l alone in the mountain 

valley where we lived. He kept saying that we should got to Reed-

ley. However, some of h is friends advisdd him not to take any 

action about leaving until the military orders came in . Dad never 

honored my sisters and I by asking for our advice, however, /hen 

things became too confusing, he began to tdepend upon us more. 

'It was about that time that the JACL chapter began to hold 

meetings in San Luis Obispo. D a d ,/as very anxious that I go to 

these meetings because he wanted me to f ind out what was happening. 

This was the only time that dad told me to find out thin, s for him. 

He said to be sure to ask the JACL what he could do with his farm 

equipment. He also wanted to know what zones he could move to and 

many things like that. 

"Nobody could give any def in ite answer. In the J^CL meetings 

all of these problems would come up ana the leaders d idn ' t know what 

to do. The JACL was trying to fight the evacuation then, and dad 

told me that it was silly to do that. He said that the JACL was 

sel f ish because they wanted to save themselves and they were will ing 

to send all the issei to camp just so that they could stay behind. 

Dad said that thenisei would not get along without the issei and the 

JACL should make a stand that we a l l go together instead of trying 

to get into the favor of the hakujin . The JACL leaders went to San 

Francisco for a big conference, but they did not bring back any news 

for us. I'y dad got disgusted at this and I d idn ' t know what to say 

to him. The leaders of the JACL had gone to San Francisco and they 

went around in circles . They did not see the right, hakujin who 

could do something for the Japanese so that everything ..as s t i l l as 
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Japanese and I could not explain what the J A C L was doing. It was 

hard for me to explain to dad the d i f f i c u l t i e s that the J/.CL leaders 

had. Dad said that the J A C L leaders were too youn ; and they had no 

expe? ience. He said that they should listen more to the issei ad-

vice instead of letting hakujin influence them so much. He said 

that J A C L leaders answered yes to everything just because the haku-

jin told them. They wouldn't do this to the issei advi¥ce v.-hich was 

better. I think many issei x'elt the same way and that is ,/hy they 

talked against the J A C L in campi 

" I don't know too much about the -an Luis Obispo chapter of the 

J A C L . I had only gone for social purposes while I was at the 

Junior College. I did not think that the JACL thought very much 

about politics because they ,.ere all interested in socials too. 

'-hey did not have much jroblems before the .<ar anyway, but they sure 

worked hard after the war because everybody expected them to answer 

all the questions. I had not been an active member so I d idn 't know 

what it was doing much. 

"Karl laku was the chapter .resident . He was a nisei farmer 

and he ./as pretty active . l is father was very active in all 01' the 

Japanese community act iv i t ies l ike the Japanese Association. He ./as 

quite influential . His father was one of the big Japanese farmers 

in our „,rea nd he was later interned. Karl got to be president of 

the JACL because his father wa so active in the Japanese co munit 

The Japanese are l ike that and they respect prestige. 

"George I oriuchi was the president of the JACL the year before. 

I don't think he was too capable. George was a farm laborer and his 

father a as not very important in the Japanese community. James 
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Nakamura was ch ..pter secretary but nobody liked him very much. He 

always got up at the meeting ana said sornet ling that didn 't agree 

with the rest. He tried o be so d i f ferent . He thought that he was 

go good. I suppose he gets this from his mother who was very 

aggressive. Now James is editor of the Gila News. 

"Pat Nagano was another of the JACL cabinet members and 'he had 

some good ideas. H is father was rich too. His family had lots of 

prestige in that area. The other families looked ur to them. Pat 

is now a soldier in Gamp Savage, george is also at Camp Savage. 

Sam Gda was another big shot in the JACL cabinet. He was a book-

keeper for the San Luis Obispo Japanese Growers association. He 

knew all the issei big shots among the farmers and in the Japanese 

Association. 

"These were about the main leaders in the JilCL and they had a l l 

been chapter ¿-residents at one time or another it seems. The mem-

bership before the war was only about 75 . It increased quite a bit 

after the war started. I'any of the issei tola their children to 

join the J"ACL because it got all the news f irst and passed it on to 

the community. The Japanese depended upon the J.aCL then but after 

evacuation, it got so disliked and they were blamed for everything. 

'Ty father said , ' I t served them right . T He said such things a s , 

'See , they had to evacuate too, and it was no use for them to try-

to stay behind because a Japanese is a Japanese. The JACL thought 

they could stay behind but they are not better than we a r e . ' 

" I think that the nisei did feel that they were a l i t t l e better 

than the issei because they were American cit izens . The issei re-

sented this very much. They are very proud-and they don 't like to 

be looked down upon by the younger generation. I give some credit 
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to the issei because they took things pretty calmly. 

I was not going around v. ith a steady boy friend then, so I 

d idn ' t have to worry about marriage at a l l . Out our way, not too 

many of the nise'i made last minute marriage altho there were a few 

cases. My friendships were all broken up because we couldnTt go past 

the five mile restrictions . >«e couldn't go into town except »/hen we 

got special permits so I d idn ' t get to see my friends very often. 

We had to stay in the house at nights because of the curfew. We had 

to get a permit to ge£ go to San Luis ^ M s p o even for things we 

needed for evacuation. Once I had a pretty frightening experience. 

My sister drove in a car after me ana I parsed on the next street 

away. I d idn ' t want to get out of the car because the police ¿ere 

pretty str ict . They had put 5 nisei in ja i l the week before for 

breaking the curfew regulations. I thought for sure that my sister 

was caught when she did not show up. I drove around and around 

the block in my car. Finally I went to see the real estate man 

about our property. I started to cry there and I said that my sister 

was caught. The real estate man was a good friend of the sheriff so 

he phoned down and the sheriff said he did not have any Japanese 

girl in his custody, f ina l ly the resl estate man went down with rue 

and we looked for my s ister , ¿ f t e r we went around several times we 

were surprised to see her walking nonchalantly out of a store. .e 

got home s a fe that time. 

"They let us go to the JACL meetings in town but we were not 

allowed to use the 101 Highway at a l l . ¡e had to use a back road 

into San Euis Obispo and it was a dirt road. My morale was pretty 

low at this time and I was unhappy. I was just waiting for orders 

to tell us w iat we -would have to do next. 
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"While we were waiting around in such a suspense, my father 

f inally decided to sel l all of our personal and farm property. He 

was pretty certain that we were going to be evacuated and he ,,anted 

to get ready for it . The crops were sold to the Fi l ipino workers 

and dad sub-leased our lease on the farm. All this was f inished 

before the actual evacuation orders came to us . Our neighbors had a 

pea crop so our whole family went to work for them so we would not 

be too bored while waiting for orders. Vie worked with a group of 

Mexicans and Okis and we had lots of fun. They were very sympathe-

tic towards us . They knew what it was like because they had been 

kicked around a l i t t le too. 

BThe f irst two days I picked peas, it was awfully hard and my 

back ached like anything. Finally I got used to i t . .,'e made about 

$3 each a day and it passed the time for us . We did this for one 

month and then the .definite evacuation orders came. 

"My dad took quite a big loss in the evacuation. He was too 

kind hearted and he gave a lot of his farm equipment away instead of 

selling it heaply . He got chiseled down on the prices on a lot of 

the stuff . tie had had lots of trouble then because everybody was 

nervous. There were some items we d idn ' t ./ant to sell and dad in-

sisted on sell ing them because he said it was no use keeping them. 

The neighbor 's witfes and in other communities there were many argu-
» 

ments like this in the family c ircles , ly mother wanted dad to sell 

eveything very high and it »vas the same with a l l issei women. The 

husband were mor easygoing and the were accused of practically 

giving things away. The wives got together and said what poor 

buiness men tie husbands w re. The men got together too and said 

women tie re stingy. Dad lost quite a bi t during this time but I don't 
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how much. It was plenty though. Some of our belongings were stored 

with our hakujin landlord ./ho had been very nice to us thruout the 

years. They brought their wagon over to take our things to .store. 

Now they don't write to us anymore but I s t i l l think they are keep-

ing our things. Tie gave them a barbecue just before we left and 

they came over and ate with us. 

"My dad f inally got all of his business settled . A l l of his 

money was left in the ^rroyo Grande bank and it was put in the names 

of my sisters and I . My father had some l i fe insurance policies 

also but I don't know what heppened to them. I don 't know anything 

else about his business dealings. 

" I don 't know how I f e l t about evacuation. I had to /alt for 

sucji a long time for it that I d i d n ' t care. hated to part with a 

home and I knew we would not have any homelife anymore in ¡he camp. 

It was the actual parting that hurt the most. I d idn ' t think about 

when we would be coming back as everything was so abruptly changed. 

We had to sleep on the floor the last few nights because all of our 

stuff was either stored or sold. We built the f ire up in the fire-

place very night as we d idn ' t even have enough blankets. 

'rI guess I thought something like this : Gee, I thought I wasn't 

an American citizen anymore and I thought I was a Japanese. I d idn ' t 

consider myself as an American nymore because we were being rounded 

up like enemy aliens and we were treated just like that. I thought 

our American citizenship didn 't mean anything anymore because it 

didn 't keep us from being evacuated. I was pretty bitter about it 

a l l because things had been building up from the time I lost my job 

at Camp Roberts so unjustly . 

"We had a short wave radio before they took it a .ay. Dad would 
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get Japan on it almost every night . I used to argue with him hut I 

don 't know if I meant it now. Maybe it was only for the sake of 

argument and may fee it was because of the way I f e l t . Japan v/as 

. .inning a lot of battles then and I told him that America» would get 

ahead soon. Dad got so mad at this and he said Japan would never be 

beaten. He said why should I feel that way Mien I was being pushed 

around? I just did it for argument, but I don ' t know if I really 

felt it because I was peeved over get ,ing put into a camp. I real ly 

d i d n ' t think much about the war . I thought more of what I would do 

in camp and 7/hat clothes I should v.aar. That kept me pretty busy, 

" I also had to do business for my dad. I had to confer with 

the landlord occasionally and other things like that . We were not . 

getting a Japanese newspaper then and the only news we got was over 

tie rad io • I d idn ' t l i s t e n to it very much then because I did not 

like to hear the war news. Before the war I wasn ' t closely identi-

fied with Jap un alt ho I had sympathy for her. Lots of nisei were 

that way. I think I had a half and half Reeling a fter the war 

started because of the fact that- I was being put into a camp. I 

d idn ' t kiow where I stood. 

"At the same time I hated to s e e America lose because I knew 

what it would mean to us . I knew that we would be in a much harder 

situation and if Japan won too many victories I thought maybe the 

n isei would lose all of our r ights . I wasn 't thinking too much of 

tie post war period as I was very curious about the camp and what 

it would be l i k e . There were so many rumors going around about camp 

l i fe that I d i d n ' t know what t think . I thought it would be in a 

gery primitive condition. I thought we would be loc :ed up and 

placed under heavy guard At the same time ,1 thought we might have 
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fun as we would see 111 our firneds and it would be interesting to 

meet a lot of n i s e i . I also wondered v/here we ,vere going to be 

evacuated to. There was a lot of rumors about that. I never thought 

too seriously about these problems because I d i d n ' t know too much 

about it . 

"We were evacuated to Tulare on ^pr i l 28 , 1942 . We had to 

board the old Greyhound bus at the Arroyo Grande high school. I 

d idn ' t sec so many sad faces as I had expected. Inside of me I felt 

that I was going to l ive a different l i fe and I d i d n ' t know what I 

was coming to. I guess we all came to camp in a sort of daze and 

we were also curious to know what it was all about. At times it 

seemed so unreal and I momentarily expected to wake up and find that 

everything had been a nightmare and not true at all but it didn 't 

turn out this way. We made a def inite change in our lives when we 

were evacuated. We looked like a flock of sheep ready to be taken 

to another corral. I guess everybody lost a l l hopes and they were 

resigned, "hat could you plan for the future in times like that? 

It was impossible to have any optimitistic thoughts for the future 

when things were so uncertain . That is what I felt when I went to 

the assembly center. 
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ASSEMBLY CENTER EXPERIENCE 

" I really liked the Tulare Assembly Center much better than the 

relocation center. Tulare was closer to my home town and I d idn ' t 

feel so far removed from everything. Another thing was that I saw a 

lot of my friends at Tulare but later on in Gila we were all scat-

tered around the camp. It was like one big family at Tulare, know-

ing so many people helped me get used to the camp very easily and I 

did not feel much at a loss except for the f i rst few days. 

"The f irst thing I did when I got there, was to be inspected. 

They looked through our suitcases to see that none of the Japanese 

brought in any dangerous weapons. Then we were assigned to our 

barracks. We made our beds right away and it was very discouraging 

to be put in those barracks. I thought, my gosh, we are going to 

live in barns without any conveniences. It was a feeling that 

everything in my l i f e was going to be so different and changed. It 

gave me such a deep blue feeling and I got depressed right away. 

I was just bewildered,yet I knew that everybody else in camp was in 

the same position as I was. It d idn ' t seem l ike we could do any-

thing about it so we tried to forget out troubles and to make l i fe 

as pleasant as possible under those conditions. 

"We never did f i x our apartment up very much. We d idn ' t do 

much to it because we heard that we wouldn't be there too long as 

they were going to send us to another camp for the duration. I 

figured that the next place would have more modern conveniences, but 

I was disappointed-later. I thought at that time that we would be 

in these camps as long as the war lasted . I don't think I reacted 

very much to that especially because I d idn ' t know at that time just 

what it meant to be stuck av/ay in a camp. My father d idn ' t take it 
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very bad as he said that it would be a very good vacation for him. 

He said that he never had had a gooa vacation so he might as well 

take one in camp, at the expense of the government. He d idn ' t work 

at all in camp. All he did was to go sit under the tree and talk 

with his other issei fr iends . I don't know what they talked about 

as I wasn 't much interested. They probably talked about pol i t ics . 

That 's why so many people got so discouraged later on because all 

they did was to talk about the more unpleasant things and this made 

them think about it a lot . My mother had her friends also . How-

ever, she had to take care of my youngest brother most of the time 

and she didn 't have free time to run around the camp vis it ing like 

many of the other issei women. 

"There were eight of us piled into our one apartment. We were 

very crowded in camp and it was uncomfortable because we had to 

stay there during the hot summer. It looked like our apartment was 

a l l beds. We d idn ' t have room for anything else and there was no 

place to entertain our friends . We didn 't have any privacy at a l l . 

None of us would stay home very juch on account of that. That is 

ihy I d idn ' t see much of my other brothers and sisters . ,/e had our 

ups and downs though in the family circle at night. That was bound 

to happen l iving together so closely. There was never anything too 

serious though. It was just that we go on each other 's nerves once 

in a while because of the crowded condition there. That was na-

tural and it happened in all of the families. On the whole, my 

family adjustment was rather pleasant at Tulare. It was only over 

l i t t le things that disagreements arose. 

"I!y parents were very concerned about our behavior. They told 

us how to behave at the mess hall and i f we made a mistake, they 
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would call us down. They said that all of the nisei were losing 

their manners in camp because it was such a rough place. I used to 

go to two mess halls to eat and my mother bawled me out for that. 

She d idn ' t even want me to go after a second helping in our mess 

hall . I think that she felt embarrassed when we did these things 

because she thought that other Japanese would feel that she was not 

giving her family the proper training. A lot of the Japanese felt 

that vay. My mother even told me not to ask the waitress to do so 

many things for us. My sister was a waitress ahd I think that this 

was her idea . 

"Our family d idn ' t eat together at all but I think that it 

should have been done. It would have been the only time that we 

had to get all the family together. My l i t t l e brother learned very 

bad table manners and he would just gobble his food down. He always 

got hungry in betwe n meals and we had to reed him. It was l i t t le 

taings like th is , but I couldn 't but help but notice t at my l i t t le 

brother wasn 't learning proper etiquette. I thought then that it 

would be horrible if he grew up without having the right manners. 

Those things do happen in camp all the time and I think that a lot 

of the bad manners of the nisei now was learned in camp. 

"After a day or so, I began tc look for a job. I .,as lucky 

because there were so many nisei r©i> looking for a job and I got one. 

I told the man at the employment office that I had been in the Fed-

eral c ivil service and I wanted a stenographer job. He put me to 

work right away as a junior clerk. I d idn 't mind that at all be-

cause it was an office job and it was pretty hard to get any other 

kind of job because of all the competition. I worked on the f i l e s 

in the employment department for about a mo ith and I received 
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for that. It was then that I had a chance to see all the other 
/ 

people in camp come rushing after jobs. Most of the issei did not 

feel l ike working very much as this was the first chance that most 

of them had to take it easy and they d idn ' t feel like working for 

and #12 a month. The nisei all wanted to get the best jobs be-

cause most of them had never worked before and they anted to keep 

occupied. I guess it was the prestige that they were after because 

they did not mind the low salary too much altho they did growl about 

that. It was fun meeting people in my work and that was my enjoy-

ment out of it . I d idn 't think so much of the job as I was thinking 

mare of getting to meet new people. There were quite a few city 

nisei at Tulare and I wanted to meet them. 

" I n June I changed my job to senior typist in the engineer 

department. I was. then transferred to the clothing coupon depart-

ment after that . We didn 't work too hard as there wasn 't a great 

deal to do. 0 u r friends would come and visit with us all the time 

because we had a fairly cool of f ice . Our Caucasian boss was so nice . 

He almost cried when we l e f t . He was an old man and he was so full 

of sympathy for the Japanese. 

"The Tulare Assembly Center was mostly a social center to me 

and I d idn 't see much else of what was going on then. I met a lot 

of interesting nisei and we went to all of the dances, shows, and 

private parties . Gee, we had so many parties and it was a swell 

time for us . • I never went steady with any one boy as it was pretty 

easy to get dates there. I met a lot of Pasadena kids and I went 

around with them. My home town group were very unsociable because 

t ley were from the farms. I got along better with the city nisei 

and I made most of my friends amon them. 
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"There was a lot of recreation activities that we could take 

part in . I used to get up early in the morning and go take exer-

cises . I also went in for ballet dancing for a while . Then I would 

also play a l i t t le basketball . Once in a while I went golfing with 

a Guadalupe man. Besides that I went to a l l of the talent shows, 

•vhen my evenings were free from all act iv i t ies , I usually went on 

social visits to my friends. I went out for the church choir too. 

There was always something going on in camp almost every l i jht . 

Nobody stayed home during the evenings as it was too hot. I d idn 't 

do any reading at a l l while I was at Tulare, not even a newspaper, 

altho I knitted a l i t t le when I had'spared time. I did read the 

camp paper, but that doesn't count. 

"On Sundays I taught in the Buddhist Sunday school class. I 

also attende... the Buddhist church regularly for the Sunday morning 

and evening services . Quite a few of my friends were Buddhist altho 

I did have a lot of Christian nisei friends also . However, Sunday 

was about the slowest day of the week. The older people did not 

like it i f there was a lot of social act iv it ies going on on Suidays. 

I guess they thought a l l of the nisei were too frivolous because we 

were always looking for good times at parties. I d idn ' t go to any 

of the adult education classes as I did not have the time. I 

wasn 't even interested in politics as there was none in Tulare any-

way. The J^CL wasn't doing a thing because they couldh 't . All of 

the issei were pretty mad at them anyway and they wouldn't support 

them anymore. 
% 

"The administration was okay and they never bothered me at a l l . 

'Me had a very nice center and there was any serious trouble. It was 

much better than at Gila . I d idn ' t associate with any kibei at a l l . 
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because they talked Japanese a l l the time. I only talked to a few 

issei and that was only when it was : nly absolutely necessary. I 

associated mostly with the nisei and 1 tried to know them better. 

We lived in a world of our own and it d idn ' t east cross paths with 

the issei or kibei very much. I tried to get to know the nisei 

better and I found out that they were all different types. I only 

knew the nisei in a social way as that was my c i ie f act ivity . I 

liked my group very much and we had lots of fun together. 

r,I forgot about the outside world entirely and I d i d n ' t even 

think about it . Sometimes I Ion ed for some things on the outside 

but these were only passing urges. I would crave for a chicken 

dinner and things like that because we d idn ' t have those things in 

camp. At that tine I d idn 't know anything at a l l about the possi-

bi l i t ies for resettlement and I didn 't know when I would ever ;et 

to at a juicy hamburger again. But to be honest, I d idn ' t think 

very much about anything except social a c t i v i t i e s . But I did go to 

a meeting for college students once. They were talking about stu-

dent r location and sinoe the meeting was being held near my place 

of work, I decided to go to i t . I thought that maybe I could go to 

college again altho I was not definite or very enthusiastic about 

it . There was nothing def inite about anything in camp. I d idn 't 

follow the college possibil ity through except that I did f i l l out 

the blanks which they handed out. I thought that I mi :;ht go back 

to college but nothing ever came out of that. 

" I d idn 't take anything about the war at a l l . It d idn 't 

affect me very mucfc. The center was so new and interesting and my 

mind was compl tely occupied by the l i fe in camp. I d idn ' t think 

about the world and what might happen to us . I just thought about 
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what I would do when all my clothes wore out. I d idn ' t like the 

idea of sending for mail order clothes for years and years while we 

were in camp. I also thought about my social acquaitances in camp 

and the good times that were coming up in this respect. I d idn 't 

think much about Japan either . These things were just outside of 

the circle of my interests . That wasn't so good,was it? 

"Sometines, however, I was a l i t t l e depressed and it looked 

like there was absolutely no hope at all for any of us . It d idn ' t 

matter to me whether America or Japan won the war because I was in 

camp. I had no plans for the future at a l l . I guess I tried to be 

carefree. I probably was scatterbrain like a l l the rest of the 

n i s e i . Tulare was just one stopping place where we had a good time 

and that ' s the way I look back on i t . 

"We a l l got very excited when the relocation business came up. 

.Ve wand:red and wandered where we would be going next. We heard so 

many rumors about where we would be s e n t . . Poston . . Colorado. 

F inal ly , the suspense was ended when the orders came for us to be 

sent to G i la . I was stunned by that because I never heard of such 

a place before. There were so nan/ rumors going around that we 

d idn ' t know what to believe . We a l l tried to find out what it 

would be like at Gila . I heard that it would be a hot desert t iere , 

but the thing that worried me most was a l l the stories about the 

rattlesnakes and scorpions which were t ere. The stories really got 

exaggerated and we all got so scared about the desert that we were 

going to be sent »to . It seemed to me that we were going to be con-

pi' tely isolated for the duration. I d idn ' t have too much time to 

think about it because the relocation aid happen pretty fast . I 

guess I was sort of curious at one ti e and at other tines , I just 
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did not care at a l l . " 

GILA RELOCATION CENTER EXPERIENCES 

" I thought that l i f e in Gila would be similar to Tulare but 

that there would be a much bigger group at the relocation center 

because people irom other camp had already gone there. For a while 

we were afraid that we would be a l l split up-, but the administra-

tion assured us that all of Tulare would be going to G i la . I hoped 

that a l l or the Tulare people would not be mixed up with the people 

from other camps since I had made ly friends among them already. 

It was so sad to even see the f irst group leaving altho we knew 

that we would join them soon. 

"After we ,_ot near to Gila on the train , I was very disgusted 

because -we had to go so far into the desert and sand. As we 

approached the c„mp on the Army truck, the. whole country looked like 

a dump to me. It was absolutely barren and so depressing. Finally 

We saw the red tops of the barracks coming into view. When we got 

into the camp I thought to myself, Gosh, they sure don't trust us 

very much if they have to put us into such a lo :ely place as this 

desert place. I wasn 't impressed with Gila at a l l , even tho the 

barracks looked much better than the tar paper and stable barracks 

we had at Tulare . 

"We were taken to Camp I I and after I got in the camp my heart 

f e l l . I got separated from my folks as I came on a different truck. 

It was so hot that September day and we had to vvait and wait. They 

told us in the housing department that we had to live in block 75 

and 74, but that could only be temporary as these blocks were set 

aside for the hospital personnel and sick people. The rest of the 

camp was not finished yet for us to move into. The eight of us in 
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our family were put into one end apa tment. There wasn 't any l ights 

at all in our block when we went into it and we had a miserable 

reception because the dust blew and blew a l l over us. 'Ne also had 

to jump over the open ditches because the pipes were not even put in 

yet. I felt like sitting down right there and crying. However, we 

had to make the best of it so we resigned ourselves. We made our 

beds up and went to sleep in the dirty place without cleaning up at 

hot 

all the l'irst day because we were so tired . There was nor teater 

at a l l so that we could not even take a shower. 

"The food during the f irst week there was awful. The people 

who moved into the block with us were very d issat is f ied with the 

housing arrangement because it was so temporary. I Was so made be-

cause the next group from Tulare that followed us, moved into 

permanent quarters right away. We did not think that was f a i r be-

cause wea? were there f i rst . We went to the administration building 

to complain and the housing department f inally said that we could 

select our own block. We feieeke picked block 52 and just when we 

./ere ready to move, they told us that we had to pick another block 

because block zZ was going to be used for a school. They never did 

use it for a school. They were al ays making promises to us which 

were later broken. That ' s why Mr. Yeaton was kicked out of the 

housing department because he did not try to help the i'eiiewr 

people. le f inal ly picked out block 39 and 40 , but those blocks 

were not finished for such a long time. After two months of keeping 

us in such suspense, we were f ina l ly able to move down to those 

blocks. It wasn't f a i r at all to do that to us . By that time 

everybody else in camp were settled except a few Santa Anita people 

who had come in about then. 
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" A l l of the people had their furniture built by then. Je had 

a l l our lumber collected, but we could not build a thing unti l we 

were moved into permanent quarters. We were moved in with the Gua-

dalupe people. Our family had two apartments and it was much 

roomier. My dad did all or the building and he fixed it up p :etty 

good. 

" I got my job at Gila right away. I was assigned as a junior 

cleric and typist for the f i s c a l department in Camp I . We had to 

commute to work every day in the ^rmy trucks because all of the ad-

ministration people were over in Camp I at that time. In January, 

1943 , I got to be a stenographer and by that time the administration 

office was built in Camp I I so we all moved over there where I 

worked. I only got $16 a month for this work because only the few 

select professional people were given §19 . I worked as a steno-

grapher until about the middle of Apr i l . It was a pretty goo job 

that I had at G i la . We had to keep records of all the purchase 

orders for the project and things like that. 

" I d idn ' t have much ot er activit ies in ^ i l a . I d idn ' t go to 

night school at a l l and I d idn ' t teach Sunday School at the Buddhist 

church any more. I began to attend both the ^uddhist and Christian 

churches at that tine. Other than that, I d idn ' t have any recrea-

tional activities at a l l . L ife was very dull there and I got 

extremely restless as the days went by. The nisei at Gila v/ere not 

as activé as in Tulare. There were too many different gro ps who 

wanted to be the most popular and they never cooperated with each 

other. There wasn 't a good hakujin man in charge of the camp re-

creation so that there were few act iv it ies at f i r s t . There wasn't 

a big hall for dances there either . I went to a few dances in the 
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reorsation halls but they were not so good. The movies were held on 

a h i l l and we had to sit on the ground so that I did not go to very 

many of them. I d idn ' t go to the talent shows at a l l because they 

weren't so good either . I d idn 't do any reading either . I guess I 

d idn ' t do anything. I just stayed home or else I would go to see my 

neighbors and talk about things in general. Mostly we talked about 

hbw dull Gila was in comparison to Tulare. A l l of :y friends that I 

had in Tulare lived on the other side in Gila so that I d idn 't et 

to see them too often. I d idn ' t want to walk home alone late at 

night because that was too dangerous. 

" I thought that G : .la was awful and I d idn ' t l ike it at a l l . I 

d idn 't make very many new friends there. I d idn ' t put much effort 

into that. we were all so far apart and I d idn f t bother ,/ith it 

iuch. There wasn't a good recreational program for groups to go to 

anyway. 

U I took a l i t t le interest in the JACL altho there wasn 't much 

activit ies on their part. However, they did start to get organized. 

I was on one of the membership drive teams. (Frances was on GK*s 

team--see Journal for possible notes about h e r . ) Not many of the 

nisei were very interested in the J-iCL. A lot of the issei told 

them not to join and that ' s why there was such a hard time in ¡jet-

ting members. Tho block people were all against the J..,CL also . 

That 's why the nisei d idn ' t think it was too good to join. The 

thing that got me was when the Minami boy pulled out jufet because 

his mother told him not to join. I d idn 't think that they could be 

so bitter as that. The Minamis were about the richest Japanese in 

California and I don't know why they were so bitter , altho the 

father had been interned. Maybe they lost quite a bit of money and 
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they were sore at the JACL for that. 

" W dad d idn ' t want me to join the JACL because the other issei 

influenced hira. He was sort of road at the JACL anyway because he 

said that it did not help him very much like they promised before 

evacuation. I just couldn't explain what the JACL was doing as it 

was d i f f i c u l t to talk in Japanese to my father. I joined because I 

had been in it before and I thought that maybe it could help to make 

the nisei better Americans. I thought that the JACL could hold us 

together and put us in the public eye in a more favorable position . 

The nisei were so discouraged that they were getting pretty bitter 

about 
and they didn 't care/anything anymore. 

"We had a very hard time in the membership drive because of a l l 

the opposition and it lasted for over a month. It got so that I 

began to feel a l i t t l e peculiar whenever I had to meet the issei 

parents in our drive . Finally the JxiCL did get about 700 members 

all together, but a lot of them joined just so they would not be 

bothered any more. Others joined because they thought that the 

JACL could sponsor some social act iv it ies and make the camp l i f e 

less boring, ^ lot of the nisei knew the members of the team and 

they almost had to take out membership as a favor. The JACL never 

had any mass meetings at all and most of the nisei who joined felt 

that it was not worth the 50 cent fee that they had to pay. The 

JACL just was not successful at a l l in camp. Ther-. \.as a-lot of 

talk which went on behind backs about the different JACL leaders in 

camp. The organization was weak and it could not do very much. 

They were blamed for akking for the draft and that hurt the member-

ship drive because the issei thought it was very foolish to do that. 

They were also blamed for the evacuation and everybody was bitter 



about that. I guess a lot of the people were op; osed to the JAOL 

because they were against America for what had been done to them 

after the war started. A boy who lived next door to me wanted to 

volunteer for the *rmy but his father would not let him. I used to 

hear them arguing almost every night and I thought sure that there 

would be a violet f ight . The boy was over 21 years old but he could 

not make up his own mind. He ..as scared of his father and that is 

why he d idn ' t volunteer for the Savgge,e ¿School. It was the same way 

when it came to joining the JACL. He believed in the Jh,01, but his 

father was very pro-Japan and he talked the boy out of not joining. 

'The registration for the Army came in February. I had a 

feeling that all of the-nisei boys would be drafted then. A lot of 

g i r ls were worried about that. You know why. All I heard during 

this time was about the question 27 and 28, but I d idn ' t pay too 

much attention to i t . There were some mass meetings held over this 

registration isseu because a lot of the people in camp were against 

it . The issei might have misinterpreted the whole thing or else 

they wanted their sons to be for Japan just because they had come 

from Japan themselves. There were no boys in our family who had to 

register so that we did not have any arguments about the rggistra-

tion. Vfoen I registered, I signed 'yes-yes' to the questi n asking 

if I would be wi l l ing to servce with the "'AGs. My folks told me to 

answer no because they said it was s i l ly for a g ir l to fight for 

the United States and set k i l led . They thought that it was no use 

when I had American citizenship and yet no rights that went with i t . 

They thought that all of the people in camp, including the n ise i , 

should stick for Japan because that was our only hope. They changed 

their minds later on tho. I d idn ' t argue with ly parents at a l l . I 
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just said that I would answer 'no ' as they requested, but then I 

went up and answered 'yes-yes' to the questions and then did not say 

anything more about i t . My parents were undecided for quite a 

while but they f inally answered 'yes-yes' too. It was the only 

thing»that they could do. They had to do what the government told 

them to do as they were in camp and they d i d n ' t „ant to be repatria-

ted and separated from the rest of the family. You can 't blame the 

issei from wanting to be with their children, can you? It was 

logical for them to say that they would sit quietly in camp in 

case the Japanese Army attacked and hot help£ it at a l l . They 

weren't in a position to help the Japanese Army even i f they did 

invade this country. 

nThe thing that surprised me mostly was that a lot f the nisei 
k 

answered 'no ' to the registration. A lot of them were influenced 

by their parents and there were some who felt that they liked Japan 

better than America because of what had happened to them. The kibei 

definitely were for Japan. Many of the nisei just did not care be-

cause they were so bitter . Some of the parents said that they would 

disown the sons if they did not answer 'no-no' . Can you imagine 

that? I don't see why the nisei answered»no-no' unless they were 

extremely pro-Japan. I was so surprised that so nany of them 

answered 'no ' because they acted so Americanized. I did not see why-

it was necessary to make a big issue out of the registration. It 

was just an ordinary question and theye shouldn't have been that 

much fuss over i t . I felt all for America at that time because I 

was thinking of leaving camp and my leave clearance application had 

been in for about a month. I knew that I would be going out soon. 

I f I thought that I would be in the camp forever, or i f I thought I 
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vvould be sent back to Japan, then I might have answered 'no ' to the 

registration. But I had a l i t t l e hope for the future then, and that 

was worth remaining loyal to ^merica. I d idn ' t think I could ever 

go back to Japan to live anyway, even tho I have lived in a Japanese 

community most of my l i f e . But in carap, I saw that the nisei way of 

l iving was so different from the i s s e i . 

" I d idn ' t think that Gila was run very well by the WRA. It 

wasn't very e f f ic ient . There was a lot of jealousy among the diff-

erent people in camp and even among the people in the administration. 

The issei did not like it so much when the nisei made so much money 

in the net project. Many of the issei felt that the nisei should 

not help in America's war effort at a l l . I think they were just 

jealous because they could not make such big money as the nisei and 

that is why they tried to stop the people from working in the camou-

flage . It was f inally stopped at the end of May b u t ! don't know 

what the reason for that as. The nisei worked hard and they had a 

high production so it couldn't hage been that the reason ,as slow 

work. I heard rumors later that the net project was closed up be-

cause the nisei were making so much money in camp and d idn ' t want 

to resettle . That sounds like the best reason at a l l . -ome of the 

issei felt that the project was closed because of their oppostion, 

but I don't think this had too much to do with i t . 

f ,Gila continued to be very dull for me and there was nothing 

that I could look forward to in the camp l i f e . I d idn ' t do a thing 

except eat, sleep and work. My group was so scattered and I d i d n ' t 

make new friends at a l l . It was too hot there and I did not have 

the energy to be going around the camp very much. 

" I twas in December, 1942 , that I f irst began to thin^k of 
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resettlement. Some of my friends were beginning to think of going 

out and that' influenced me. -hey started the leave clearance system 

about then and I realized that there was a chance of going out of 

camp. I was getting bored anyway and I thought I would like to get 

away from i t . I was disgusted at everything, so I f i l led my appli-

cation out in January and then waited for my leave clearance to come 

in . It d idn ' t come in for three months so I d idn ' t do anything de-

finite about resettlement other than that. 

" I d i d n ' t tell my parents at all what I was thinking of . One 

day about in March or early April a letter came to the house and it 

said something about my leave clearance. My dad found out a l l about 

it then. When I came home, dad gave me a big lecture and he said 

that I would get killed i f I went out so he forbid i t . He said that 

the outside was too dangerous and I would get shot by some hakujin 

as soon as I got out. He kept forbidding me to leave. I just kept 

quiet altho I did mention that it was only an application for a 

leave clearance that I had put in and I had not definite plans of 

leaving anyway. I couldn't explain myself well enough in Japanese 

so I did not argue very much with him. He had heard a lot of rumors 

about how dangerous it was on the outside and there was no used in 

arguing with him because he would not believe otherwise anyway. 

"jad kept lecturing to me and f inally 1" could not stand it any 

longer so I just ran out of the house. After that my parents tried 

to persuade me to change my mind but I wouldn't saji anything. 

Mother thought it was terrible for a g ir l to go out like that by 

herself during ,/ar times. I told her that many of my friends were 

going out to college ana to jobs and nothin , had happened to them. 

I.iy dad f inally told my mother that she would have to persuade me not 



to go out as he would not talk to me anymore i f I were going to 

remain so stubborn and not l i sten to his advioe. 

"The word got around our block that I was leaving . At that 

time vjry few g irls had resettled from our district so that a l l of 

the neighborhood issei women told me not to go because it was so 

dangerous. I d idn ' t say anything but my mind ;;as made up to leave. 

"My leave clearance f inally came in late March but I aid not 

tell my dad that I was planning to leave pretty soon. I made the 

plans a l l by myself. I d idn ' t even have a job offer but I would go 

to the employment office in camp every day to find out i f there were 

any job offers I could accept. There wasn 't any good job offers so 

I thought I could get one if I came out and hunted by myself. 

T'I d i d n ' t know where I was going. I d idn ' t have enough money 

to go very far and I d idn 't want to ask my father for any because I 

knew the way he f e l t . That is why I decided to work in the camou-

flage net factory around # ¿pril 1 as I wanted to make money to start 

out resettlement with. At that time the WRA was not giving trans-

portation money to people who l e f t . The camouflage net work was 

very hard for me and I surely would have quit after the first' couple 

of days i f I was no so determined to make enough money to get me out 

of camp. I never worked so hard in all my l i f e . I worked for about 

a month and I made about $ 110 . I got the rash from he net work 

then so I had to quit that job. I had the rash all over me and I 

d idn ' t know how long it would last . I was worried that it would 

interrupt my plans for resettlement. 

"After a couple of days the rash cleared up so I thought I 

might as well leave then. I started to f i l l in the application for 

the Bretheren hostel in Chicago and it came very quickly. They told 
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me that I could come on May 11. Jessie Koyama and I plained to leave 

together. She was more of the leader for us . I was going to 

Minnesota at f i rst and I wrote for a domestic job there. I had a 

friend who was interested in me and lie wanted me to come out there. 

He was in the Army camp up there and he did everything he could to 

get me up there. However, Jessie was planning to go to Chicago so 

I thought that I would go there f i r s t . I was a l i t t l e scared about 

going out myself and I knew that Jessie had more experience in 

things like this . I heard that the n isei could get jobs very easily 

in Chicago and most of them who wrote back to camp said that they 

liked the outside. I was fed up with camp anyway so I rather looked 

forward to resettlement. 

" I f inally broke the news to my mother and when my father heard 

about it he got extremely angry again . He wouldn't even talk to me. 

However, my mother said that she thought it would be all right i f I 

went with Jessie . J e s s i e ' s mother had talked toy mother into agree-

ing with resettlement. All of my friends had left camp by then. I 

felt that I would rot i f I stayed in camp much longer. I also 

wanted to get out and continue my career. I was so sick and tired 

of the camp l i f e and I did not even care i f I had to do domestic 

work on the outside. 

,TI fel t that the most opportunity for me would be in Chicago. I 

d idn ' t even think about c ivil service possib i l i t ies then altho I 

was on a suspended l i s t . I d idn 't know then that nisei could go 

back into civil service . Anyway, 011 May 11 I left G i la . It was so 

hard to part with my family. I did not know when I would ever see 

mother again. It was so sad. I was just crying like anythin when 

the time came for the bus to leave. The day before that my mother 
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had given rae some money as a parting g i f t , ¿he also talked to me 

for a long time and gave me a lot of advice, ¿he was reconciled to 

ray leaving even tho it made her so sad. Dad was s t i l l stubborn and 

he would not talk to me because he was so mad I was going out of 

camp against his wishes. He didn 't even come to the bus and say 

'good-bye' to me. About the only hing he did w;,s to tie my grips . 

I wasn 't mad at him because I knew that my father was wi»orried 

about me and that was the reason he was acting like that. I felt 

bad about the whole thing because I d i d n ' t know when I ' d ever see 

them again . I thought to myself, 'Suppose he passed away after I 

l e f t . That would be so t e r r i b l e . ' My sister wrote me a letter 

just recently and she says that my father is now glad that I am out 

and that I have such a good government job. I wish that he felt 

tais way when I l e f t . It made the parting so hard and I just cried 

and cried on the bus. I just couldn't control myself when I 

started to think about leaving my family. 

" I was a l i t t l e bewildered by everything and I did not even 

feel like celebrating after I got out of g i la and into Phoenix. I 

just came out here very quietly and I wasn't too happy about it . 

It was a lot of things that was going thru my mind and I suppose I 

worried a great deal about how I would get on. Ihen I got into 

Chicago I was so disappointed because the city was so dirty. As 

soon as we arrived, we went to the hostel and registered. 1 felt 

so strange and lonely in a big city where I d idn ' t know hardly any-

body. The g irls at the hostel were pretty friendly though, When 

they said , • 'Let's all go down to the Loop' I thought that they 

meant they were going to a circus so I went along. I thought that 

I should go look for a job f i r s t , but I was curious to see the 
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circus in the Loop. I d idn 't know what the Loop was for two days. 

I really thought that we were going to the circus. 

" I f I had come out here by myself, I wouldn't have known what 

to do. Jessie knew exactly what to do and I just followed .here be-

cause she was so aggressive, ^he wrote down everything that I 

should do and I followed the directions . I was job hunting at a 

very bad time because it was raining all during the nonth of May. 

That sort of discouraged me quite a b i t . I went down to the 7RA 

office to ask them for a job. But they d idn ' t have anything for me. 

Most of the jobs that they offered had cheap pay and I thought I 

thought I could get better. I wanted to get a l i t t le more than 

$100 a month for a salary at least . It was then that I thought of 

c ivi l service but the Wra was not too hopeful about it . They said 

that I wouldn't make too good a wage in c ivil service. They said I 

could only start at ¿1220 a year in civil service and that was not 

enough to live on. The WRA wanted me to wait arouna while they in-

vestigated so I went up to the hostel and sat around for one day 

and worried. I couldn't stand waiting more than that so I went down 

and pestered the -RA again. Then they said that they would s nd me 

to the Post Office to f i le an-r application for civil service. 

"Job hunting is a very hard job. Everywhere I went I had to 

wait and wait. Sometimes It took me all day just to get one inter-

view. Finally the placement of f icer in the Post Office started to 

send me to a lot of places for c ivil service job interviews. I had 

to wait and wait in l ine . I got so restless and I was getting very 

worried about a job. I almost got discouraged. After two weeks of 

this , I was almost ready to go back home to camp because I was run-

ning low on money and the job prospects had not mate: i a l i zed . 
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"tfinally the WRA sent me to see another person in the Civic 

Opera building about an opening as a stenographer for the Sixth 

Service Army Command. I was so anxious about the job and I told the 

7RA that they made me ran around too much without getting any en-

couragement so they pho led and got a definite interview for me. I 

went out and talked to Mrs. Hub. She asked me where I l ived so I 

told her that I was planning to move to the souths side. She said 

that was fine because I could report to work at the University of 

Chicago for the Army Specialized ¿raining Of f ice . So all of a 
i 

sudden my job worries were solved. I felt so happy and 1 walked 

gaily home. I was tickled because my job would be at the Univjrsity 

of Chicago. It was such an important job and I n ver dreamed that 

I could land i t . I d idn ' t even have to take a c ivi l service test 

because they knew that I was on civil service at Camp Roberts before 

the war. On Hay 26 I started to ,ork . I surely was relieved to do 

that because I was so low in cash. I d idn ' t have more than a few 

dollars l e f t . I remember in Berkeley once I ran down to two cents 

but I wasn't as worried as-I was in Chicago because I could go home 

very easily at that time while out here I felt more stranded. 

'Jessie and I got an apartment on the southside fairly eas i ly , 

it happened that some nisei had phcied Mr. Smeltzer, the director 

of the Brethren hostel , and they told him .that they were join- to 

move out of their apartment and they wanted to know if he had some 

other nisei he could send out there. took the place right away 

because we had'heard that housing was so di f f icult to find here. 

It was located on 4200 Oakenwald St . I d idn ' t like the environment 

at all because the people stared at us all the time. The landlord 

soon got threats from these people about us . He told us that the 
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people fcetefe in that area had tola his wife that their son had a 

disease "because we lived there and we were Japanese. It wasn 't so 

bad at f i rst so that Jessie and I got another girl from the hostel 

to come and live with us . We paid around ¿52 a month for r e n t . " 

(See C .K . Diary entry on Fay Nakaga.va around July for her attitudes 

on her housing problems as the writer talked with her during that 

per iod . ) 

"Cut landlady was very nice to us for the f irst two weeks but 

after that she began to complain a lot . We did have a lot of 

visitors in our apartment so maybe it was partly our fault . At 

that time a lot of nisei were coming out of camp and they called on 

us. The landlady d idn ' t like this because she said that the neigh-

bors thought that so many Japanese around that area looked suspicious 

and it ,.as dangerous for them. I found out later that the real 

reason why she Kicked us out was that we had so many v is itors . The 

people in the erea made a petition to get the Japanese out of there 

and I got so worried about that. Now I think it might have been a 

rumor, but I really believed that it was true at that time. I f e lt 

funny when the people stared at me when I walked down the street. 

"Finally the landlady made it so unpleasant by being rude and 

hinting that we should leave that we decided we couldn't stand it 

any more. ,/e caught 011 to what she was trying to do and we felt 

that it would be better to get another apartment which would not 

have such an uncomfortable attitude . I had a girl friend from 

Detroit who came to v is it me and the landlady made me pay $ 1 . 0 0 a 

night for ner to stay in my apartment. I told the landlady I 

co Id not afford that much and I would report her to the OPA. Then 

she said I would nave to pay 50 cents a night for my fr iend . It was 
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after that that the landlady told us to get out in five days. Her 

husband told us that the neighbors threatened to throw stones in 

the windows of his house if they did not get us out. There was 

nothing we could do about it and we did not feel like reporting the 

matter to the OPA because we d idn ' t want to live there anymore any-

way. The landlady 's husband also told us that his w i f e ' s father and 

his wife 

other relatives had told them to get us out. I told him that/ke 

should have told us directly instead of giving us nasty notes tell-

ing us not to do this and that. 

"This was after the niddle of July when I started to look 

around for a new place to l ive . I got so worried because we had to 

split up and go on our own. I ' d i d n ' t know where I could go. fin-

ally I went to the University of Chicago housing bureau and they 

gave me a l i s t of apartments. The major left me off work to go 

apartment hunting. After looking a couple of afternoons, 1 got a 

single room at the University of Chicago apartments. I had to eat 

out as there was no cooking f a c i l i t i e s . I paid v o a week for the 

room. I liked the arrangernent very well because Miss Brown was so 

nice to me. I had a room in her apartment. She is a psychiatric 

social .work student at the University ahd I became very good friends 

with her. Just recently I typed her thesis out for her. She gave 

me a lot of advice and she was interested in me. ohe gave me very 

good criticism of the type of friends I should have. Sometimes it 

hurt '.ne, especially when she made a corament about one of the boys 

who came to see me and he had a zoot suit on. On the whole, I en-

joyed my stay at that place. 

"On October 1 , I moved again to the George Williams College 

g i r l s ' dormitory. I got this place through the University of 
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Chicago housing bureau. There are 14 college girls l iving here and 

I am the only worker. There is another nisei girl coming in and 

she is a secretary at the George Williams College. They made a 

special permit to let me go live there. I liked it very much be-

cause it is a homey atmosphere and I have been able to make friends 

with all of the g i r l s . I s t i l l have to eat out because there are 

no cooking fac i l ties here. I just fool around with the g irls every 

evening and I never get to bed before 12. I am se a sort of cupid 

for the girls here. I happen to know some of the soldiers at the 

University of Chicago because of my work and I make dates between 

them and the girls here. The girls at the dorm are very worried 

about dates just like the nisei g i r ls because men are at such a 

premium right now. 
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"Although the l i f e in this college dormitory has been pleasant 

enough, I ' d ratier live in my own home any time. That is why I 

have been looking around for another place where I can stay. It 

is not because I am d issatisf ied with the people living with me 

now or with the place here. The house is very nic& and it is quite 

comfortable in many ways. However, I do not have the privacy 

which I would like very much. I miss my family l i fe very much, 

but it does not look l ike I can have that for quite a while yet . 

The next best thing to that would be to have an apartment of my 

own. The l i f e I am l iving here is more of the college dormitory 

style and I am definitely through with that stage of my l i f e since 

I am no longer going to college. I come home all tired from work 

and I would prefer to have calmness and privacy. I just can't get 

it here. 

"Another thing is that I can ' t enjoy my meals as I have to 

eat out all of the time. Usually I eat on the University ommons 

but occasio lally I go to some of the other restaurants around the 

University. Every once in a while I go to a Chinese restaurant 

to eat . That is why I don't miss Japanese food too m_..ch. Eating 

out is a l l right i f you don't have to do it all the time. I miss 

the services that my mother used to do for me. Nowadays I have to 

do my own laundry and everything else for myself. I 'm not saying 

that I miss my family on for this reason. I miss the contacts of 

the family very much and it does get lonesome once in a while . 

Everybody is to& herself out here and I don't have anyone to dis-

cuss mutual problems or other things with. The g irls living in 

this house are only staying here temporarily and they go to their 

own homes for vacations. I can 't very well do that because my 
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family l ives too far away. 

" I suppose the thing that gets me is that I am toe myself 

too much. And it is more noticeable to me because the rest of 

the girls living in the dDOM here are students. Their problems and 

ways of l iving are def initely so different from mine. They donTt 

have a career yet and we have different purposes. I get along 

with them very well but we are not of common interest. I go out 

with them once in a while but not too often. I wouldn't l ike to 

see more n isei moving around here though. That would make the 

problem even greater. 

" I ' m trying to get an apartment of my own. The other day I 

put a deposit on an apartment and I may be moving in there by 

December 19 . The apartment costs $45 a month and it is only a 

two-room apartment. Later there wi l l be a chance for me to get a 

three-room apartment in the same building . It is located at 5463 

Kimbark. 

n I expect my sister to come out here and join me pretty soon. 

We have been writing back and forth for quite a while now and re-

cently she decided that she wanted to leave camp. She is now 

working on her leave clearance. My sister did not plan to come 

out and that is why she did not put in a leave clearance applica-

tion before this . I think my father wi l l hot object to her coming 

out since she is going to live with me. He is more used to seeing 

the young people leave camp now. My s ister , Dorothy, hasn 't got 

a job out here yet, and I have been looking around a l i tt le for 

her. The d i f f iculty with her is that she has not had any work 

experience yet and it w i l l be a l i t t l e harder for her to get a 

good job. 



" I thought that Dorothy could get a job at the Quadrangle 

Club at the University of Chicago campus and X have been working 

on that. Later she can get a typing job or something else . Major 

Smith is interested in my sister and he said that he may be able 

to help get a job for her. Mayjor always worries about me. Every 

time I am not feeling so well , he takes personal concern over me. 

When I got my cold, he went to the U . C . clinic and got me some 

capsules. It was through his recommendation that I was able to 

put my deposit on the apartment to which I am moving very soon. 

" I got my lead for the apartment through the University of 

Chicago housing bureau. I wasn't feeling so bold when I went up 

to the place the other day. The landlady did not seem very cordial 

at f irst and I was quite nervous. My f irst impression was that 

the landlady wanted to turn me away. I went with a hakujin girl 

works in my office so that she had to talk to me. After I told 

the landlady that I worked for the A .S . f f .P . on the University 

campus, she asked me to get a reference and Major Smith did this 

for me right away. The landlady then took a liking to me. She 

said that she would let me leave the deposit for the two-room 

apartment, but I could have the f irst three-room vacancy in the 

building , 

" I ' l l l ive in my new apartment until my sister comes out, 

unless I can find a temporary g i r l to stay with me for about a 

month. I think it will be pretty hard to f ind anybody right now 

as there are not many nisei relocating and I suppose I w i l l have 

to suffer a l l of the expenses by myself unt i l Dorothy comes to 

join me. Right now, I ' l l be the only nisei in that building. My 

landlady told me very secretly yesterday, ' I told the other room-



ers in the house that I was going to have two Chinese girls in 

the building. You don 't mind i f I say that, do you?' I told her 

that I d idn ' t particularly care. I hope that other nisei don't 

move near my place , especially i f they are the wrong kind of nisei 

because I may be put out of my new place and I am tired of moving 

around. 

" I guess I 'm sel f ish about i t , but that is the way I f e e l . 

I think that the nisei should scatter around all over Chicago for 

their owh good. I f they cluster up in one place, it won't be any 

good for any of us. It will only make more problems and I am 

tired of having to face a l l of these problems. It makes me worry 

when I think that something like this is going to happen. 

" I don't know i f my new place wi l l be permanent. I hardly 

think it w i l l be , but I can 't plan that far ahead. I donSt know 

i f I ' l l be satisfied with my new apartment or not. I ' v e moved 

around to so many places since I came here, ¿very time a d i f f i-

cult problem or some dissatisfaction comes up and I have to move 

again. The news apartment i s n ' t anything to brag about. The only 

good thing about it is that it has a private bath. I ' ve only been 

to one other nisei place so I don't know if my place is sub-

standard or not. I ' v e heard that most of the nisei don't get very 

good places to l ive and they have to pay pretty high rent ih order 

to find an apartment which has a private bath. 

" I don't think my landlady wants me to have very many nisei 

v i s i tors . She asked me about that once the other day ana I told 

her I d idn 't know too many n i s e i . I 'm going to keep my place a 

secret because I don 't want to be chased out again . It doesn't 

bother me not to have a lot of nisei visitors because I don't care 
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so much for that right now. I don 't have the time to be enter-

taining a lot of people anyway. I guess I w i l l have to suffer 

from the social point but it won't be too hard. The hakujin get 

too suspicious and prejudiced if they see to many nisei coming 

around. I ' l l never make the same mistake I did in the Oakenwald 

St . apartment that I lived in before. We did have a lot of nisei 

visitors and that is what aroused the people in the neighborhood 

against us . Since I have been in the dormitory here, I have not 

encouraged many n isei to come and see me. I was so embarrassed 

one time when a nisei fellow I knev/ called upon me unexpectedly 

and he hollered for me outside the buildi ig instead of coming to 

the door and ringing the be l l . I bet that certainly attracted the 

neighbors because it was after 11 o 'clock at night. I d idn 't 

think it was very good manners to do that. That ' s another reason 

why I don 't want a lot of nisei around. I couldn't entertain them 

very much anyway because I wouldn't have the finances to do i t . 

" I encouraged my sister to come out and join me partly be-

cause I was feeling a l i t t l e lonesome. I also thought that it 

would be best for her to get out of camp and escape the environ-

ment there. I want her to go to some kind of specialized school 

on a part time basis and work part time. That is the arrangement 

that we have worked out. She is only 20 years old so that she is 

not too old to go to school and she really wants to learn some-

thing more specialized so thatmshe will have a better chance to 

get a good job. 

"The rest of my family do not plan to come out yet. 7/e 

haven't made any plans at a l l for them. My other sister has her 

social circle in camp and she is a l i t t le too young to come out 
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right away. I don't know if Dorothy and I will get along out 

here but I think it will be okay. W e used to fight a lot because 

there were others around taking sides . It won't be that way out 

here. I f we can 't get along, we will just have to separate. 

" I ' v e been working about seven months now for the Army pro-

gram. I T m a steno-clerk in the civil service and I make about 

$146 a month with the overtime I get for working six fu l l days a 

week. I work from 8 to 5 every day including holidays. I get 

Sundays and Christmas off though. I have to work all day Saturday 

too as we are pretty busy. The people I work with in the office 

are pleasant and I get along very well with them. I t ' s not a very 

classy office so that we are very informal. WS have a l l the modern 

office equipment as the Army gets everything. There are nine of 

us in the off ice now and about hal f of them are in the Army, 

either officers or Wacs. Our office is the admissions office for 

t h e & . S . T . P . 

"Major £ Smith is my boss and he used to be a teacher before . 

He is a fine man and we get along so w e l l . H e ' s always looking 

after me. He is almost like a father to me as he worries about me 

outside of my job as well as in i t . I have a pretty good rela-

tionship with the rest of the staff and I go out with the grils in 

the office once in a while . I have a Tuesday night dinner date 

with a Caucasian girl and I also go out with the other gi^ls occa-

sionally . I l ike my job pretty well afctho I get tired working 

sometimes because it is a pretty steady grind . 

"However, I like my job in spite of that because it means 

money to me and I have to have finances to live in Chicago. I 'm 

pretty well sat isf ied with my l i f e as it is right now, altho I am 



not completely happyr in everything. I guess I w i l l be doing 

this type of work a l l the time. I don't know what else I could 

do. In s i v i l service a nisei gets a break and it doesn't matter 

what race you are as long as you can do your work well . There 

i s n ' t the discrimination like in some other type of work. How-

ever, some of the outside jobs pay a higher wage. I think that 

the nisei wi l l do better i f they try to get into c ivil service 

though, as it is pretty steady work. 

"But I don't want any more n isei to be put into my off ice . I 

was very disappointed when another nisei girl came in recently. I 

don't know why Major Smith got another Japanese g i r l . My God, I 

would feel awful if two or three more nisei came in . They should 

not have any more nisei g i r l s in my of f ice . I f too many came in , 

there would be resentment by the other office workers. I just 

don't l ike the idea. They should put the nisei g irls in c ivil 

service in a lot of offices and scatter them around as much as 

possible . I may be self ish about th is , but this is the way I f e e l . 

" I viork quite a bit overtime on Saturday. I don 't like the 

extra work but it helps my check. However, I don't want to work 

in the evenings as I l ike to have my evenings free . I haven't been 

asked to work in the evenings yet . I t ' s no^ use working too many 

hours a week because most of the money you make goes back to taxes 

anyway. I make enough to meet all of my present needs. I may get 

a raise from my $146 pretty soon but I am not sure. Altho I live 

rather Comfortably I do not save a cent right now. I suppose that 

is because I l ive rather expensively for the income I am getting . 

" I pay $50 a month for my room in the dorm right now. From 

next month my rent w i l l be *45 a month. I have been eating out 
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all along and that costs me about §45 or $50 a month. However, I 

will begin to cook for myself in the new apartment so that my food 

b i l l should be cut down a l i t t l e and that w i l l take care of my 

extra rent I have to pay. 

"My biggest expense is in buying clothes. I buy very expen-

sive clothes as I work in an af f ice and I have to keep appearances 

up. Each month when I have any money left over I usually put it 

into clothes. I had to buy a heavy coat, a suit and some dresses 

because I did not have any winter clothes and that was quite a big 

expense on me. Bight How I am having another heavy expense because 

it is the Xmas season. This is eating up all of my money now. All 

along I have never been able to have any money left over each 

month to send a lot of stuff home to my family as I planned and 

that is why I want to get them a l i t t le extra for Xmas. 

?,I have been i l l a couple of times since coming out here and 

that has been an additional f inancial burden. I had to go to the 

University of Chicago hospital for a week once because of some 

trouble I had with a rash. I told the hospital a sad story about 

how heavy my expenses were so that they did not charge me- so much. 

The other big expense I have is taxes. Gee, one time they deducted 

$14 a month for taxes. Now they only deduct $9.4-0 a month as I am 

listed as a single person without any dependents since my father 

is the head of the family and I can ' t claim any dependency for the 

children. I have $ 1 2 . 5 0 a month deducted from my salary and this 

goes for the purchase of war bonds, I suppose that this could be 

counted as a cash savings. Incidentally my hospital b i l l was 

around $30 . That was for the three or four days confinement last 

September and for the doctor b i l l s . 
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TfI think that it is a very good idea for the nisei to save 

money now. I have wanted to do this myself all along but I have 

not been in a position to do it yet . I ' l l consider it more next 

year . r I know that I ' l l need to save some money for emergencies 

l ike my illness which comes up any time and it is always unex-

pected. Every time I start to save some money, something comes up 

and I have to use it up. I have a bank account right now but I 

brought this money out with me from camp and I don't intend to 

touch any of this money unless it is a real serious emergency. I 

want to live on what I am making i f I possibly can. 

" I expect to work in the c ivil service for the Array at the 

Umiversity for the duration of the war. I think that this vail be 

possible . I hope that they don't slice me off of the c iv i l ser-

vice too quick. I ' m signed to work for it for the duration and 

six months after peace is declared. I don't know what wi l l happen 

after that but I hope to sfcay on in Civil Service . ISm pretty sure 

of my job for the present because a&l the office workers tell me 

I am on the good side of the Major, ^ome of the girls get a l i tt le 

jealous when I came to work a l i t t l e late and the Major doesn't 

reprimand me. There is one 25- year old hakujin girl and she is 

so jealous. She wants to be the big boss of the office but I don't 

pay any attention to her. It is really nothing serious because she 

doesnTt get along well with the rest of the office s ta f f . 

" I don't think it is a good practice for the nisei to jump 

around from job to job. Because it makes a very fead reputation for 

the other n i s e i . The employers don 't want to hire any more nisei 

i f this sort of thing happens a l l the time. They wi l l say, 'Oh , 

those J a p s . ' I f the nisei quit their jobs a fter working only 50 
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days, they wi l l leave the impression with hakujin employers that 

they are unreliable Japanese. Major Smith got a lot better im-

pression of the nisei because I made good with him. I think I am 

one of the few nisei out here who know the 'higher upsT and the 

bosses«- in their jobs. Major Smith is the C .B . of the Army 

unit and he is a big shot. I f all of the nisei could make a good 

impression, then the public wi l l get a good picture of them, and 

there will be less change that prejudice would develop. I think 

that i£ the nisei jump around from job to job and get unreliable , 

then there will be a def inite danger that the hakujin won't like 

them. 

" I don*t know how the public attitude w i l l be toward the nisei 

after the war when all the ex-soldiers come home and want jobs. I 

don't think that they w i l l kick all of the nisei out of jobs which 

are held now. They couldn't be that prejudiced. Many of the nisei 

who stick to their jobs now will have a good chance to stay on 

after the war. By that time they will prove their a b i l i t y and the 

bosses won't be willing to let them go just because they are Japan-

ese. I don't know very much about how the nisei are doing right 

now because I stay in my l i t t l e hole right now and I don't have 

contacts with many n ise i . 

"Really , I don't know what I will do after the war i f I lose 

my job altho I hope to stay in c ivil service. I can 't say for 

certain that this is going to be sol Sometimes I think that I 

will have more chance of staying on a job i f I had a private job 

rather than in c ivil service. My c ivil service rating is only 

temporary. I don 't worry too much about this because there is 

nothing that I can do. About the only thing I can do is to have a 



hopeful attitude . 

"My job right now is about the same type of work I was doing 

before the war. I was at Camp .Roberts then. The only difference 

in the work is that I get more overtime now so that ray salary is a 

l i t t l e higher. Actually I am not making any more because the taxes 

are higher now. That is why I don 't think I am any better of than 

before because my l iving cost definitely are much higher these 

days. On top of that I have the disadvantage of being a long way 

from my family and I can't go to see them every week-end. I am not 

complaining but I am trying to figure out if I really am better off 

l ike most of the hakujin tell me. Maybe it is true i f you include 

everything, but I can't see it right now. 

" I don't have very much social act iv it ies out here. I only 

have the weeke-end evenings to go out as I annot go out during the 

week since I have to go to work the next day. I usually go out to 

show or dancing with a few nisei I know in town. Once in a while 

a fr iend from out of town and we go on a date to the Aragon or 

some other places. We have three nisei soldiers in our A . S . T . P . 

program on the campus and they ask me for dates once in a while . 

The only other evening I have been going out have been on Monday 

evenings. I do a lot of my ¿mas shopping at that time. Usually I 

get in f a i r l y early ?/hen I go shopping as it is not too safe to be 

out alone late at night in Chicago. I heard that a lot of women 

are getting attacked these days. 

" I don't do any reading at a l l out here. I know I should but 

I just don 't seem to be able to find the time or interest to do 

this . I spend all of ray leisure time in knitting or else talking 

to the girls in the dorm. You know how girls can talk about any-



-7 f-

thing when they get together in a group. Sakae, the other nisei 

g ir l who l ives in the dorm, embarrasses me a l l the time because 

she talks so land. Maybe that is because she is more Americanized. 

She doesn't have any sensitive feelings at a l l . I don't go around 

with her because we don 't iigve very much in commong. She has her 

own circle and it is mostly nisei but she does have some hakujin 

fr iends . 

" I try to write at least one letter an evening but that is a 

l i t t le hard to do. I stta^iy usually write to my family in camp 

and to friends both in and out of camp. I don't even l isten to 

the radio at nights . I suppose I 'm very uncultured but I give the 

excuse that I just don 't have the time. I go to the movies about 

once a week and I usually have about one date a week. I could 

have a lot of dates but I am a l i t t l e particular that way. I usu-

ally go out only with my out-of-town friends , and it depends on 

when they come here. 

"My circle of friends is very small out here. I know a lot 

of nisei that I have associated with before but I don't even feel 

like v i s i t i n g them any more. It takes too much time to go out 

v is it ing because they live a l l over Chicago. It is too hard to 

plan a social time right now because of the condition under which 

we l ive . My close circle© of friends consist of about five or six 

people only and most of these are g i r l s . I don't even see these 

people too often. I have boy friends also but this is more casual 

and I don't stick to any particular fellow. There i sn ' t too much 

to do when we go out anywhere so I have sort of lost interest. You 

can ' t have big parties out here because of the prejudice and sus-

picion that may spring up as a result of i t . I t ' s not like normal 

time at a l l . I don't feel very good going in mobs of n i s e i . " 

(Following i j her remarks . Nov. 20 , isei _io_ce) 



From O .K . Diary 
Nov. 26 , 1943 

Fay (CK-22) had some interesting comments to make on the nisei 

dance of November 20th. She started tell ing me all about it just 

as I ca le in and I d idn ' t have to prompt her at a l l . I am begin-

ning to thi~k that these interviews on such topics as social parties 

indicate that the majority of the nisei are of this frame of mind. 

They don 't have much to say when you ask them about Tule Lake riots 

ana the Dies investigation. The nisei just are not polit ically 

conscious at a l l . They don't feel that these things affect thorn 

very much. But when it comes to talking about social parties, the 

nisei have all sorts of comments to make. I think this is one of 

the reasons why I avoid nisei groups. I just don't have $uch in 

.common to talk to them about. The subject matter is all superfi-

cial and I get bored. I wouldn't mind it some of the time, but in 

a nisei group it is the chief diet and it doesn't agree with me. I 

rather thought that Fay would be one of the nisei who would be 

greatly satisfied with these all-nisei parties as she is something 

of this type. She certainly doesn't have much polit ical conscious-

ness and she is not in the least interested in such things. (See 

G -22) Lowever, she thinks that the social l i fe is pretty import-

ant. Maybe that is normal, but I think that the nisei over-

emphasize it too much to the exclusion of more important problems 

which they should face right now instead of seeking these super-

f i c i a l escapes. Anyway, Fay had the following comments to make 

about the dance: 

''Last' Saturday I went to the nisei dance at the Ashland ^udi-

t&rium, and I was so disappointed. I said to myself after I ./as 

there for five minutes, ' I wish that Charlie was here to see t h i s . ' 



Oh 'my gosh, it ./as the most awful sight I had ever seen. My escort 

and I d idn 't stay very long because it wasn't a good dance at a l l . 

There were some cops standing there and I thought t is was strange. 

Most of the kids there were zoot suiters . My goodness, what 

drunkards] There was one f llo./ there that I felt like kicking and 

I don't know why I let him disturb me. He was sprawled out all over 

a chair and sleeping. He was so drunk that he just passed out. 

Our l i t t l e party proceeded to the ^ragon dance hall after staying 

at the nisei dance for an hour. w'e couldn't stand it for any 

longer than that. There was an American orchestra there and they 

played more of the jitterbug music. 

"Gosh, there were more boys. 1 would say there were about 500 

there altogether. Everybody was jammed together and the air smelled 

bad. I think there were only about 713 g irls there. It was a very 

small h a l l . I certainly was disgusted and I d idn 't enjoy myself at 

a l l . I guess many of the couple enjoyed themselves though. The 

¿oot suiters thought they were having fun too. Maybe a lot of g irls 
not 

there had fun too, but I would/have enjoyed being pushed around like 

t ha t. 

" I d idn ' t like the crowd at all because it seemed cheap. Oh, 

I saw some Mexican boys there. They really looked greasy. I don't 

know why in the world the nisei have to associate with Mexicans. 

Allof the fellows were stag and they were eager to dance but there 

-weren't enough g ir ls . I knew some of the Gila nisei there but 

there weren't too many of them. The people I saw were mostly the 

rowdy type. I d idn 't see any fellow there that looked like they had 

any ambition. You know what I mean. They were the ordinary type 

of n ise i . It was awful. 



- n 

"The dance didn 't look nice at all and I was thinking that 

suppose the Mayor of the city saw that group. It wouldn't have 

looked nice for us. The girls cane with dates and they were all 

pretty young, come of the girls showed off by jitterbugging but 

most of the g ir ls were all right . I d idn 't l ike the way some of 

them jitterbugged though with the Mexican fellows because it d idn ' t 

look decent. Maybe it was the cheap atmosphere of the dance hall 

that made it this way because I usually don't object to jitter-

bugging. 

"My escort was from Camp Savage and there were three couples 

in our group. The fellows heard that there was a nisei dance and 

they wanted to go. I d idn 't object because I was expecting to see 

a nice group of nisei there and I thought it would be a nice , 

smooth a. nee like we had back home. I thought that the dance would 

be done in a calm way and I didn 't imagine that it would be like 

» 
it was. 

" I don't think they should have any more of those kind of 

dances. They should only have small groups of nisei meet like from 

the northside or northwest or southside. They shouldn't have it 

so everyone comes together in one place from all over Chicago. In 

that way it would be a more firnedly group and there wouldn't be 

those jealousies ana bad atmosphere that you had in that large 

dance, ouch awful dances will keep the nisei girls from going and 

it won't make them feel very good about it . The dance was so bad 

that we left after one hour. 

'G-osh, what a funny crowd. I wonder what other nisei thought 

about it? I met some old acquaintances there and I 'm going to call 

t iem up some time and ask them how they felt about the dance. I 



don't know who in the world put that dance on. They sold tickets 

at $ 1 . 5 0 a couple. It wasn't worth it at a l l . I ' l l n v s r 50 to 

such an a f fa ir again. I like nisei groups, but not that kind. I 

thought it was going to be so good too. I sure was disappointed. 

I don't know what makes the nisei boys act that .ay. They weren't 

that way before," Maybe they were too eager to meet the girls and 

they ..anted to show off . However, I don't think they came with the 

purpose of making trouble though. I did hear that some of the stag 

fellows wanted to make a fight ,. ith one i'ellow who brought a date 

but I don't know if they really had a f ight . 

I heard that there 

was a fi lit afterwards but that may only be a rumor. 

"M. ybe the reason for Via at.-losp' ore wai. because the nisei 

were looking for new people to meet. They don't have dances very 

often out here and the n isei have to get rid of their excess energy. 

They just work and sleep and eat and they want dances too. It is 

too bad that it turned out this way. I think the nisei have lost 

all of their aanners, A lot of them looked like t iey were having 

fun., but s t i l l I think it was a lousy a f f a i r . I 'm <Ljlad that no 

respectable hakujin saw that crowd. I said to my escort that I 

thought there was going to be a fight there and sure ehought I did 

hear of one afterwards. The soldiers we ..eit with didn 't l ike it 

at a l l . They a l l noticed the number of zoot suiters and the long 

hair of the boys that they d idn ' t condemn them too much. They 

thought that a l l nisei girls like the zoot suiters . I ' d hate to 

have somebody say they saw wie at that d nee. I t ' s a funny thing to 

say 'mt it is true. Until the nisei get more manners, I 'm not 

going to any more of those things. I think it hurts our reputation . " 



Frances' narrative continued: " I hear so much about what the 

nisei should do but the people tell me different things and it 

sort of confuses me. When I f irst came here I objected very much 

to having any nisei clubs at all because a l l of the people like the 

Friends Service and the V/RA were against i t . Now I think that it 

is okay i f the nisei do not get clubs that are too big . It would 

be much better i f they could mix with hakujin and bring them into 

the clubs. I wouldn't want to see any large nisei clubs like the 

JikCL out here because I think that is bad. I f any nisei club has 

to form, they should try to include some other racial groups be-

cause it will help them to get more known around here. I f they 

have only big nisei club, then nobody will know them very well and 

people wi l l distmust them a l l over again l ike they did just before 

evacuation. 

" I would not like to see any n isei groups of the zoot suiter 

type organized in the clubs out here because I think that would be 

harmful for a l l of us . I don 't care for the zoot Buit gang out 

here at a l l . I just don't l ike the looks of these fellows. They 

look greasy to me. The ones I hage seen seem to be all veyy loud 

and they try to be very conspicuous and draw attention to them-

selves because they think that is being very smart. They don't 

seem to be the nice type of boys at a l l . It is too bad that the 

people out here judge the other nisei by the zoot suiters they see 

hanging around the street corners. 

•"'There def initely should never be a big Japanese community 

here in Chicago. I think that i f such a thing did happen, it would 

be mostly zoot suiters hanging around and they would all be found 

han looking for a mate or entertainment. As it is now, it seems 
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awfully d i f f icult for the nisei to find apartments and there is a 

tendency to group into certain d istr icts . Some of the nisei want 

to spread out but a lot of them don 't want that because they are 

thinking of socials too much and it is easier to have them i f they 

live near each other. 

" I think that there is not any need for many of the Japanese 

things l ike they had in California . Mefct of the nisei can go to 

any church out here and a lot of them do go to Caucasian churches. 

I went to the Japanese church out here once but there were only 

old people there so I did not go back again. The zoot suiters 

don't go to church because there are not many nisei girls who are 

there. I think that i f they had a nisei church out here, all of 

the zoot suiters would go just to chase the g i r l s . 

" I don't go to any church now because the services are too 

early in the morning. I 'm supposed to be a Buddhist, but that 

doesn 't make any difference and I don't object going to Christian 

churches. I f I had a friend to go with , I would be going to 

church now. I don't l ike to go all alone. I wouldn 't like to see 

a big Buddhist church out here because the$ would gather a lot of 

Japanese together and the people would thin& that it was very 

suspicious. They would say that the Buddhist church was controlled 

by war locds who believed in Japan, I f they did not think that 

way, I would l ike to go to a Buddhist church. Buddhism did not 

originate in Japan at a l l and it is not a lot of Japanese propa-

ganda like so many hakujin bel ieve . But now, it is not safe to 

say that very much and there is no use of having a large Buddhist 

church when you k low that it is going to cause trouble. 

"As for myself , I don't crave the Buddhist church as the 
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Christian church is a good substitute . I ' l l go to any church as 

long as a friend of mine comes along with me. Most of the Buddhist 

nisei out here don 't go to church at a l l because they don't like to 

go to a Christian church. I don't feel that way because I think 

that all religions are about the same and they all teach us to be 

good. That is the most important thing about church anyway. 

" I have certain definite ambitions of my own but I can ' t say 

that the% things are going to turn out that way. Eventually I hope 

to get a family of my own and settle down to marriage, -at present 

I am not looking for marriage because things are too uncertain . I 

admit that I think about marriage quite a b i t . All nisei girls 

think about it and they can ' t tell you any d i f ferent . A lot of 

them came out here for the purpose of finding somebody to marry 

but they won't ever say that to a boy. I have been in a few groups 

of nisei girls out here and that 's what they talk about. Eventu-

ally all of us w i l l have to get married because it is the natural 

thing to do. A lot of the nisei girls say that they are not inter-

ested in marriage at a l l , but I know very well that they all think 

of it a lot . As things are right now, I can 't think in terms of 

marriage alone and that is why I am thinking more of keeping up 

with my career. Most of the nisei fellows don 't have enough money 

or such good $obs to support a wife in idleness anyway. I don't 

expect to be idlft when I marry as I f igure that most nisei wives 

will have to work and help out. I think that I will eventually 

marry a nisei because intermarriage is not for me. I ' d feel too 

sorry for the children because it would be too hard on them to be 

mixed blood. I don't think that it would be fa ir to do such a 

thing to them. 



"There is a Negro g i r l who comes up to the dormitory every 

once in a while , ¿he has so much prejudice against her and yet 

she looks like a typical American. She is of mixed blood and that 

is the reason why she is not socially accepted by the hakujin . It 

would be the same thing for the Japanese to intermarry and have 

children. However, I think it would be okay i f they marry Fil i-

pino or other lower groups because the F i l ip ino looks on the Japan-

ese as a higher class . Intermarriage would be fine i f you did not 

have any children and i f the couple were able to get along and 

overcome racial difference . In my generation I don't think that 

it would be very practical to mix blood. I think that the preju-

dice against the Japanese wi l l last for some time altho I think 

eventually it will have to wear of f . The Jews are another group 

that have a lot of prejudice against them and I guess it is because 

of the money matter. All minority people have prejudice against 

them altho it differs in degrees. I think theat the prejudice 

against the Japanese is stronger that almost any other racial 

group except the Negroes because of the war situation. I haven't 

actually felt too much of it myself, but I know that it does 

ex ist . That is one of the main reasons why we were evacuated from 

California . 

"Other than some vague thoughts about eventual marriage, I 

don't have any ambition for the present. In case I fa l l in love 

with a man, that could be my immediate ambition. But I am not 

thinking of that seriously. I don 't anticipate anything like that 

for the duration and I haven't been looking for a man at a l l . A l l 

of the fellows that are worthwhile are in the Army anyway, or else 

the rest of the nisei will get drafted so tha-t it will be a mtter 
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of years before I get married. It worries me a lot when all the 

soldiers have to go across. I def initely would not want to be a 

sold ier ' s wife because that is too uncertain a future to have. 

Personally I don't worry too much about men because there are 

other things to occupy my mind right now. A l l of the nisei g irls 

have too high an ideal for a husband, while others are desperate. 

No matter how desperate I get , I ' d rather continue my career than 

to make a mistake and have to suf_er for it my whole l i f e . 

" I ' v e said before that I am very particular about a fellow. 

I don 't think of it in terms of him being handsome or the Hollywood 

type. I ' d l ike to have a cultured sort of fellow for husband and 

I ' d want him to be a few inches taller than me. But he doesn't 

have to be the most popular nisei or the best dancer. I used to 

think that way but I am older now and it seems to s i l ly that I 

used to think of a person in these terms. I never used to go out 

with a fellow unless he was very popular and good looking. Now, I 

think security and personality in a fellow is more important. I 

know I ' d never be able to l ive with a zoot suit sort of fellow. 

" I don't have any plans at a l l for my family. I don't know 

what w i l l happen to them. I ' v e never been too responsible for 

them until the war came along. I don't think that I w i l l be the 

one to decide the family future anyway. I don 't see how I can do 

it with the present job I have and I don't have much hopes of im-

proving it too much. The family resettlement wi l l be up to my 

father mostly and I ' l l help him financially as much as I can. I 

don't think that my family would agree with what I decide anyway. 

I couldn't even support them out here as I have a hard ehough time 

to support myself. I don't want to sacrif ice too much of my l iving 



standard just to save a l i t t le money. I really don't know what is 

going to become of my family, but I can 't say that I don 't think 

about it once in a while . It is one of those hopeless problems and 

you can 't f ind an answer and decide right away. 

" I have no plans of going back to California at a l l . That is 

one of the least of my worries . I feel that i t ' s no use to make 

very many definite plans for the future unless you can control 

things. My dad can ' t do anything except farming and he may want to 

go back to California but he is getting a l i t t l e old and it w i l l be 

extremely dif f icult for him to start out fresh a l l over again. 

Occasionally I thought that my two sisters and I could support the 

family out here. It won't be long before the rest of the children 

are grown up and they can help out too. I know that the family 

could get on, but my dad may not want to come out here. It would 

be too hard for my parents I think to be out here all fclone. That 

is what stops any friends of this kind . I think I may have to stay 

in Chicago permanently unless that is a drastic change in my plans. 

I can't say for sure but my job is here. About the only sure thinfe 

I can say is that I am not looking forward to going back to Cali-

fornia . I don't have anything to go back to out there. I wouldn't 

have a job out there'and there wi l l be alot of prejudice against 

the Japanese. 

" I don 't l ike Chicago as a city but I 'm afraid that I may get 

stuck here. The least of my worries is getting married because I 

think there wi l l be many nisei stuck out here and very few of them 

wi l l get back to California . I ' d be afraid to marry a nisei 

soldier through. I t ' s too much of a risk to become a widow ana I 

may not get another chance after that. That 's why I won't think 
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of marriage until the end of the war. I ' l l probably be an old 

maid because I won't go out with any old n i s e i . I f I wasn 't so 

particularity I could go out on dates almost every night now. Maybe 

it doesn't pay to be that way but I am not depperate yet . I ' m 

particular with even my friends and I don't go after a big nisei 

group just to know a lot of people. I don 't feel very comfortable 

around most n i s e i . Maybe something is wrong with me but that is 

the way I f e e l . I think that the nisei are so dumb i f they think 

of socials all the time. >;'e came out here to make a living and we 

should thing of that more. I f they want socials so much, they 

should stay in camp. 

" I ' v e no idea how long the war wi l l last yet . I t ' s only the 

third year now and it may drag out for a long time yet. My gosh, 

I hope it won't be for seven years more, I ' l l be 28 thenJ I wonder 

what w i l l happen to the nisei by then? There I go being se l f i sh 

again . I should be thinking about the country as a whole. How-

ever, I think the worst of it is over for the nisei until after the 

war. Then there will be a lot of nisei soldiers looking for jobs 

and I don't know what the poor guys wi l l be able to do. The civi-

lian nisei wi l l have many problems too but at least they w i l l have 

a l i t t l e head start on the soldiers . Gee, i t ' s something to think 

a lot about and the nisei should try to plan what they could do. 

I don 't think very many of them wi l l go to Japan. 

" I don 't see how the camp wi l l ever be closed. The people 

just can 't go out as they would not be able to support their fa-

milies . How can the government push the people out like cattle? 

The issei will not be dumb enough to be driven out like a bunch of 

cows. They would rather go to Japan. It would be too hard for 



them to make a new start and they are getting old. They have 

families to support and since they don't speak English too wel l , 

there would be too much of a hostile feeling against them. The 

issei would rather go to Tule Lake and take a chance of being de-

ported than be resettled right now. 

" I don't know what wi l l happen to the nisei who are left in 

camp when they become of age. I think that they will eventually 

relocate as most of their friends have already l e f t . They wouldn't 

be very comfortable l iv ing jmst with a lot of i s s e i . The future 

does not look so very bright for either the nisei or the i s s e i . 

n I think I have a l l of my citizenship rights back right now 

because they let me back into civil service . I think of myself as 

an American with an oriental face . The people I mix with every 

day accept me just l ike another American g i r l . But the riot s like 

they had in Tule Lake last month made the headlines in the paper 

and when I read it I f e l t that I was a l i t t l e d i f ferent . I thought 

to myself, 'Those darn J a p s . ' At the same time I was conscious 

that I was of Japanese ancestry too, those "Tule Lake people make 

me mad. Just because they areall locked up and they aregoing 

back to Japan, they think they can do anything. They don't think 

at all of us out of camp. I don't know much about the polit ical 

situation at all but I do think that the Dies committee is so s i l ly 

when they say that all of the nisei are so disloyal . I really do 

not take much of an interest in pol i t ics . I feel pretty free out 

here and I just hope for the best. 

"I&m pretty well satisf ied with l i fe now that I found an 

apartment for myself. But I get tired of working once in a while . 

I think that I need a vacation. The other hakujin secretary in the 
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office and I are planning to take a trip to New York next June. I 

may take a vacation before that. I don't think I ' l l go back to 

Gila to see my parents next summer as it will be too hot then. I 
4 

may go back in September if I have enough money. I wouldn't want 

to ever go back there to live now that all my friends are out here. 

I think I am satisfied with l i fe but sometimes I think that I am 

not so happy like tra-la-la-la-la-la. I don't know what I want 

exactly. I would l ike my folks out here and to have a home of my 

own where I could invite my friends for tea parties. I am in-

clined for a social l i f e at times. 

" I couldn't ask for a better job than I have now. I ' d like a 

more balanced social l i f e but this is hard to do out here. I just 

have to sit at home and wait for dates as girls can't go out and 

take the i n i t i a t i v e . I Y/ould like to have my g i r l friends come 

over and stay over night when I want them to. I like to plan 

group parties also , but i t ' s not safe out here to do that. I 

would really l ike to go to a formal dance right now and to have a 

Xmas tree at home. It was a rather pleasant l i f e I lived before 

the war and it takes a l i t t l e time to get over the things I thought 

was important at that time. I think everybody lives a limited 

l i fe right now and this would also include the Caucasians. The 

hakujin have almost all of the same problems that we have. It is 

just the world at war that makes it so hard to live normally. 

Everything is so undependable. I just live and take things as 

they come up. 

"The Caucasian girls all have a date problem, even more than 

the nisei girls because the Caucasian fellows are all in the Army 

while the nisei fellows are out here. Like me, for example—I 
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could have many dates i f I wanted them, as I said before, but the 

hakujin g i r l s in the dorm have a much more d i f f icult time. There 

just seems to be something lacking which is greater than a l l that. 

I can 't put my finger on it exactly but I do feel restless at 

times. It is not because I am lonely. Somehow or other I don 't 

have the feeling of really belonging to Chicago yet . It is a large 

city and things are sort of vague out here right now. 

" I expect to get more mature as times go on though. My l i f e 

before the war was so just carefree and I never thought of anything 

at a l l . I am s t i l l young in a lot of ways because I worry about a 

lot of l i t t l e things like what I 'm going to get for Xmas. Sometimes 

I get in a mood and I think a lot to myself. I have an awful habit 

of day draming and building childish castles in the a ir . I even 

do that at work once in a while and it is sort of embarrassing be-

cause I come to with a start . It is mostly about l i t t l e things 

that I day dream. But my worries never last too long. Sometimes 

I wish I own a l i t t l e dress or hat shop or something l i t t le where 

I can make my own money and I would be mya own boss then. Maybe 

some of these day dreams will come true. 

"A lot of times , when I get a l i t t l e more restless , I don 't 

know what to do with myself. It is just a vague kind of Reeling 

and it doesn't make my unduly unhappy or anything like that. I wish 

that the war was over and things would be more normal then. At 

the same time I am scared i f the war gets over too soon as I might 

have to look for another job. It w i l l be much harder for $e to 

get a job if there were no* war going on. Maybe there wi l l be a 
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great unemployment after the war and the nisei won't be able to 

get jobs at a l l . I would rather take a domestic job before I ever 

thought of going back to camp. I suppose a lot of my restlessness 

and day dreaming is just that you can't plan for anything at all 

these days. Most of the time I am too busy to do any day dreaming. 

That is a good thing for me because it is more constructive. I 

just don 't have enough time to do all the things I plan and want to 

do right away. All I can do is to hope that there wi l l be a turn 

for the best of us after the war so that we can live like decent 

and normal human beings. That really is not asking for too much 

because we are all sacri f ic ing right now with the hopes that this 

will be the way it turns out for all of us regardless of whether 

we are nisei or hakujin. 
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Last night J- went over to interview Fay iCK-22) and I was 

over there until 3 : 0 0 a.m. r finished the formal interview before 

mianight but we went ovei to Dave ^kada's apartment and we had a 

bull session. Dave 's wife, May, Fa?,, and her sister , Dorothy, and 

her cousin, Jane, and myself completed the group. 1 had intended 

to go home before midnight out ^ay served refreshemnts ana then we 

started talking about the war ana a lot of other subjects. Dave 

ana his wife d i d n ' t mind because they saio that they aia not have 

to get up too early , js'ay had to go to work but she just Kept stay-

ing on. 

tie started to talK about what should be done with Japan after 

she was defeated. J-'he girls all thought that this was a. terrible 

war ana they aid not see any use in punishing the c ivil ian popula-

tion. fhe whole group f e l t that there would be many lives lost 

before Japan was defeated because of the fanatical nature of the 

enemies. Fay d i d n ' t think that Japan would ever submit to uncondi-

tional surrender because they woud fight to the bitter end, out the 

rest of us thought that Japan would give up when she f ina l ly became 

convinced that it was no longer any use to battle against the rest 

of the world. Dave commented that there was a possibil ity that a 

liberal government might develop in Japan after the war b.ut a. harsh 

peace would hinder any democratic movements. May suggested that 

possibly Japan would become communistic after the war since she be-

there was a people 's movment there. She also thought 
l ieveo/thst Europe woula turn communistic ana she had no objections 

to that. ' ¿ t ' s all relative anyway because in 20 years we will be 

following mahy of the so-called communistic doctrines ourselves in 

this country.' ' 

I askeo the eroup i f they thought the Tempeor should be re-
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moved, and they d idn ' t think that this was necessary. I said that 

the Emperor should be booted out just like Hitler and all other 

Fascists were kicked out even i f he was only a figure-head. My 

point was that I d idn ' t believe that it was good for any nation to 

have a ruler who had to oe regardeo as a divine person. The group 

was rather reluctant to talk about the Emperor and they kept putting 

the blame on the mi l i tar ists . I d idn ' t want to press the point so 

I dropped it . Mae remarked that Japan could very well have a demo-

cratic system of government with the Emperor since England was suc-

cessful in doing it with her king. 

In discussing the continued influence of Japanese culture 011 

the Nise i , May said that the Nisei girls were mostly breaking from 

the old tradition so that if the Issei parents came out here and 

attempted to dominate the situation once more, they would not be 

successful. Fay said that this certainly was true in her case De-

cause she would have the upper hand as she was earning a good salary 

now. Jane wanted to know why there was so much difference between 

the Issei and Nisei on the coast. Jane is from Nevada and she said 

that she was the only Nisei going to the school in her town. How-

ever, she went to Japan for a while so that she speaks with a de-

cided accent. May then explained some of the conflict which went on 

between the Issei parents and Nisei children on the coast. " I re-

member in Sacramento the Issei used to oe very dominant and all of 

us Nisei were influenced by thenj. We weren't able to rely upon 

ourselves because we couldn 't achieve economic independence. I used 

to have very conservative ideas out I ' v e changed in the last two 

years since resettlement." Dave then added that he used to hold 

many of the more conservative Nisei attitudes while l iv ing in Sacra-

mento, out he felt that he had changed also, he said that most of 

the Nisei were liice him and the real lioeral ones were considered 
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as radicals . However, he felt that many more Nisei had liberal 

attitudes now out he wasn't quite sure how fast the process was 

taking place. He was a l i t t l e afriad there were too many Nisei 

clinging to their old attitudes yet. 

Jane kept asking a lot of questions about the Nisei because she 

was so curious of the group. She is a rather attractive girl and 

this is the f i rst time that she has had any contacts with N i s e i . 

She knew all of the Japanese l iv ing in her area in Nevada, but they 

were very small in numbers. She inferred that she was different 

from the Pacific Coast Nise i , out I couldn't exactly see that. She 

had an idea that all Nisei girls were going " b a d " . We had a dis-

cussion on morality and I said that good and bad was only relative 

and it depended upon what set of values it was interpreted from. 

Jane then said that she had heard many stories about how the Nisei 

girls were going wild out here and she wondered what kind of t rain-

ing their families had given them, fay said that it wasn 't the 

fault of the families at all because they had learned how to go wild 

during their camp experiences. 

May said that altho many Nisei girls were considered " w i l d " , 

she oelieved that the present experience was good for most of them 

because i t gave them independence, fay said that this was certainly 

true "because my father still thinks that I am not able to take care 

of myself . Before the war it was the practice to shelter all of the 

Nisei girls and it wasn't until the resettlement that many of us 

were pushed out on m owr own. I 've changed a lot too, but I don 't 

think I 'm going wild. I just make decisions for myself . " 

Dorothy then said that a murder had taken place at the Stevens 

Hotel tne night before and i f her parents were out here, she thought 

that they would probably tell her not to work there anymore because 

of the oad reputation that she might get. Dorothy works 5 hours anot 
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evening at the hotel and she attends the Vogue School of Designing 

during the day. 

We started to talk a&out personal experiences and - I told a 

l i tt le of mine. During the conversation which followed, Dave men-

tioned some of his ambitions. He said that he was very anxious to 

finish up his M.A . in sociology this summer and he wasn't too sure 

about what he was going to do after that altho he hoped to work for 

his Ph .D . He has oeen trying: to make an occupational study of Nisei 

workers for his thesis but the department here has hampered him be-

cause it is always talking about getting a representative smpling 

of iiisei workers and Dave feels that this is impossible to do since 

nobody knows the exact numoer of iUse in industry out here. He said 

that Prof . Qgburn wanted h is thesis to oe more scienti f ic fstatisti-

c a l ) , but Dave felt that this would be impossible to do since he had 

only planned to make a sort of comparative study. He said that he 

had di f f iculty in interviewing his cases because many of the single 

fellows were already drafted. May is no longer working at the Uni-

versity . She has a secretarial job downtown. She said that the 

university position offered a good atmosphere and some measure of 

security, but the pay scale of $120 a month was much too low. 

It seemed that a great deal of emphasis was placed upon a pro-

fessional status by the group, ¿'ay had made comments earlier in the 

evening that her ideal mate would have to be a university graduate 

and in some professional f i e l d . I asked her why she felt this were 

necessary and she said that it offered more security for the future. 

The girls started talking aoout the marriage problem for Nisei g ir ls , 

¿'ay ana Dorothy 3aid that they had not gone out on too many dates 

recently because it seemed that most of the eligible ttisei fellows 

were already drafted . Jane wondered if this might be a contributing 

factor to the entries of iiisei girls "going bad" . Fay said that 



» 
Charles ¿.ikuchi Diary May 12, 1945 j)Q 

probably many of the older l i se i girls were never going to get mar-

ried oecause the returning M s e i soldiers will look for younger 

g ir ls . She added that they would a l l have occupational adjustment 

problems facing them when they returned to c iv i l ian l i f e , and they 

would also have the added burden of responsibility for families so 

that many of them would not be able to consider getting married for 

quite a while . She thought that the$ would be making a big mistake 

if they all settled down in Chicago. 

May wondered what the future of the camps was going- to be. She 

couldn't conceive of the *»BA forcing every one of the people out, and 

she d i d n ' t know where they would find housing even i f the> were will-

ing to resettle . She thought that the repercussions of the war 

would decidedly be felt i f the camp did completely close up now, 

"The entire attention is turned to Japan now and I think that it 

might be turned to a race war and the public would be more conscious 

of us i f 7 0 , 0 00 more M h o n j i n suddenly came out of camp. A lot of 

them are coming to Chicago but I don 't know where they will find 

housing. I t ' s going to be a very uncertain future even for the 

American soldiers because the^ will have just as d i f f i c u l t a t ime. 

Sometimes I wonder if they might not get real bitter in the depress-

ion which is likely to follow ana then they wiliL attempt to make the 

U . S . more nationalistic than ever. That 's when the danger of 

fascisms will be the greatest . " 

From the comments made during our long discussion, it seemed 

that the chief fears of the group were joo future, possible discri-

mination in the post-war period, the marriage proulem, housing 

problem, ana family resettlement. Beyond all of these feelings was 

a. fear about the present trend of the U . S . and the world. Dave and 

his wife are verj conscious of the world problem and they are able 

to see the XUsei position in l ight of this whole picture . Fay and 
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the others looked at the Nisei future from a more limited point of 

view, The two groups have a great deal of social contact since they 

l ive right next door to each other in that apartment building. There 

are no other Uise in the building. Fay has developed a great deal 

in her personality during the past year and a half altho she is 

s t i l l sensitive about her national origin . She told me aoout many 

of her worries during the 3-hour interview we had earlier in the 

evening when we were alone, fay has definitely broken from her fa-

mily altho she is very concerned aoout the resettlement plans of the 

six family members left in camp. One sister is graduating from high 

school this summer and she will be coming out to Chicago in a few 

weeks. Fay doesn 't know what she will be aole to do about the hous-

ing; problem since her landlady has already made a fuss about the 3 

girls l iving in the apartment already, ¿'aye said that they were 

going to fcive the landlady a mother's day g i f t in order to calm her 

down a b it . 

J?ay is definitely thinking in terms of a career as she believes 

that marriage is definitely out of the question for the duration. 

She seems to ie more attractive than she was before out I suppose 

that is because of the development in her personality and she taste 

in clothes. Her sister makes a lot of clothes at the designing 

school and. Pay said that she had been buying a lot of clothes during 

the past ^ear . ¿he bought a i#>300 fur coat this winter "because all 

the girls at tne office dress up ana I have to keep along with them 

because I can ' t go to work in r a g s . " Following are ¿ a y ' s comments 

on her experiences during the past year and a half ; 

"X worked in the AST? unit at the University until it grew 

smaller and smaller, and f inally the remaining workers were all 

transferred to the Army headquarters office in the Civic Opera 
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Building . I moved over there in November, 1944 . I 'm ??orkine in che 

Corrections division of the Judee Advocate's department of the Army-

headquarters office now. Our work deals with war prisoners and i t ' s 

very confidential as I ' v e been instructed not to even discuss it at 

a l l . He study the movements of war prisoners and where they are, 

ana f i x up the program for their care. ¿ai of the office staff are 

Army lawyers and it is a new division which will probably deal with 

the occupation of Europe work out we haven't been doing too much 

yet. I find it very interesting because I learned details of .army 

secretsist, out I just can ' t tell anything about i t . 

"Eventually I ' l l probably get transferred to another office , 

but I don't know what the war department intends to do with me. I ' ve 

only received one raise in the Z years that I ' v e been working with 

them. I can 't get another raise for a long time because I just 

movea into a new office ana i lost my credit rating for being in the 

other office for so many months. I 'm the only stenographer in the 

office so that I get along very well with the Army off icers . 

'Those majors are really nice to me and they treat me very well . 

I 'm the only Uieei in the whole building- and i t * has about 40 floors. 

They are all Army people working there and sometimes people stare at 

me. I ' v e never had anyone discriminate against me, out I certainly 

felt it wnen they stared at me during the first weeks I worked thre. 

I bet some of them even had it in their minds that I was a Mata Hari 

or a. Japanese spy. It was the most uncomfortable feeling at f irst 

but the major always tells me that none of the people in the office 

feel anything against me ana i f I get any stares, it is because they 

are looking at my fur coat or trim ankles. I don 't know about that 

because 1 know some of them are thinking; and wondering what a Japan-

ese girl is doing in that ouilding. 

" I think that I w i l l be staying in that job indefinitely and I 
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haven 't made any post-war plans as I just live from day to day. I 

don ' t know when the war will end ana I can ' t plan a thing because 

everything is so uncertain. I suppose I ' l l be able to Keep that 

c iv i l service job with the Army for the duration out I don't expect 

to be employed that Caucasians after the war. I ' l l have to get out 

of civil service and they Caucasian companies will only use us when 

there is a labor shortage, that 's what I think. 

"My reasons for saying that is that there will be many wounded 

soldiers coming back from the Pacific and it will look bad for us. 

We will get the blame because people will still just try to juage us 

oy our faces ana we certainly won't be able to get job preferences. 

I just don 't like to think about the future because I know that it 

is going to be a very d i f f i c u l t time for a l l of us. ¿ight now many 

of the Caucasian companies are making comments that our a b i l i t i e s 

are satisfactory, but they won't hire us according to that basis 

after the war. I know that the .Nisei are only given jobs because of 

the labor shortage. I ' v e talis, ease the matter with my major and he 

even "believes that this is true, ne encourages me to stay in c-ivil 

service, but my appointment runs out six months after the war is 

over. 

'I won't ever ue satisfied with a low-paying salary again and 

that seems to .be our only prospect for the future. The Caucasians 

will give us only the lowest positions after the other Caucasian 

workers are taken care of f i r s t . I just don ' t hold my hopes too 

high as I ' l l be disappointed. I'hen I would turn around and be very 

bitter, ana I ' l l probably hate everyone. I 'm confused enough as it 

is , so I don 't like to think about the future prospect. It would be 

swell if the Caucasians Kept thinking nice about the ¿iisei all the 

time, but i think everything is going to change pretty soon and 

everyone will be hating the ' Japs ' and we will be included along 
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with them. 1 may have to work for a Japanese company after the war 

but I d o n ' t exactly r e l i s h that idea . But then I think that even 

thougn they may not pa^ us so much, I ' l l feel more comfortable snd 

I ' l l have respect . I ' l l at least be doing- secretarial work. Darned 

i f I ' l l ever do domestic work anymore on a full time basis ana I 'm 

afraid that this w i l l be about the only think offered to us . 1 

thiniL ± should have the chance to Keep on doing: secretar ial work ana 

I don ' t want to be discriminated against just because of my race, 

file Caucasian company won't judge me on the basis of my £ years of 

doing conf ident ial work for the Army, but they will just look at m:v 

face and automatically offer me the lowest pacing jobs is anything. 

But 1 really don ' t know what is going to hacpen in the future. 

' I don ' t think that I would have a chance to stay in c iv i l ser-

v i c e . w'e will a l l get suspended because we were only given the 

appointments for the duration plus s ix months. i f they passed a law 

saving that so man^ percent of the i*egros. workers would have to be 

kept on in c i v i l service , I would have a chance, but the chances are 

that onl^y the wnite g i r l s w i l l be kept on mostly. Sometimes i wonder 

i f it is worthwhile to work hard in order to make a good impression 

because it d o e s n ' t seem to make much d i f ference . I seem to be in a 

l i t t l e better position than a lot of liisei workers, but actually my 

chances are no better than t h e i r s . I d o n ' t know what I ' m going to 

do after I get laid of f of c i v i l seririce. 

?I don ' t thin* that I could afford to ret ire from wor^ com-

pletely even i f I did get married . j?he l ikel ihood i s that my husuana 

would not have any sort of security so that we would have to work 

together in order to build up a future, kost of the Nisei fellows 

art in the now and the;y w i l l have just as hard a time getting 

-started after the^ re-enter c i v i l i a n l i f e as the rest of us . I ' d 

rather keep on working than to be married ana remain cooped up in a 
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a small apartment. <«e would st i l l have to work in order to get 

ahead because in a nisei marriage the wife just won't be able to 

retire ana just oe a housekeeper. Our future won't oe that secure, 

and I think that most of the Nisei feel the same way that I do. 

" I ' m pretty sure that the great majority of the Nisei will get 

fired from their jobs after the war even though many of the employ-

ers are saying that they will keep them on. fhey just say that out 

I know that they don't n;ean it . I 'm so suie of it that I would al-

most oe w i l l i n g to make bets on i t . I guess many of the Nisei will 

have to resign themselves to be gardeners and domestic workers or 

farmers again, out I know that they won't be satisfied after holding-

some fa ir ly good jobs during the war. however, the ^isei c a n ' t oe 

too choosey afterwards as they have to l i v e . 

" I thiniL that we wi l l all see a great increase in discrimina-

tion and prejudice against us from now on. Everyone is talking about 

the war against Japan now so that we will be more in the puolic 

limelight ana that attitude against us won't die out just as soon as 

Japan is defeated, -^very time 1 hear anyone makine: comments aoout 

the ' J a p s ' , I feel very funny. & ometimes the color even rises to 

my face. I know that they are not talking about me and that I 

shouldn't have any sort of guilty conscience because I 'm not respon-

sible for what Japan does, out I feel uncomfortable anyway. It w i l l 

oe a lot worse when the wounded soldiers come oac& oecause they will 

loo£ hard at us and olame us for their injuries . I wish that the 

hakujin people could see all of those Nisei purple heart soldiers 

ano then they wouldn't suspect us so much. I wish that a lot of 

them would parade down Michigan Blvd. with their purple heart rib-

bons on them, out the Nisei soldiers have too much pride to snow off 

l ike that. The Army may take care of some of those discharged Nisei 

soldiers in joos, oecause they said that they would get them all a 
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joo oefo-xe mustering them out. But I don&t see how it can take care 

of b, 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 soldiers and given everyone of them a job. I 'm afraid 

that it w i l l be the same olo thing--the Negroes end the Nisei will 

oe the last and there won't be an$ more jobs for them so they ' l l 

just be out of luck. 

"Altho 1 don 't have any definite plans for the future, I do 

tnink about it a great deal and 1 am saving rnone^ for this emercenc3?. 

1 have another part-time joo in the evenings. ¿ince nobody is here 

in the evening, I decided that I would work from 5*20 until b : 0 0 . 

I looked in the ««ant-^ds and I got a joo right a.way. I cook for a 

family ana I set m^ meals and a week. I worx 5 evenings a week. 

I think that 's pretty good as it takes care of my main food: expense 

and this part-time joo is only 4 blocks from ijy apartment s o l 

don 't have to spend any carfare . I started doing this joo last No-

vember oecause i was planning to take a trip up to Minneapolis when 

my cousin graduates this summer. 

" I xeep sayirjg that I 'm going to quit this joo pretty soon out 

the lady just won't let me. Dhe feels that she cannot get along 

without me and she said that the joo would oe very easy this summer 

as' x would only nave to cook for the daughter. I guess J- might as 

well xeep up with it as ± don't want to let them down after they 

had treated me so kindly . i t ' s a ver^ good waj to supplement my 

income and I don 't have to overwork myself. I get along so well 

with these employers and they even invited my sister and cousin over 

for a Amas dinner oecause we d i d n ' t have our parents with us. ne 

certainly did appreciate that. i'he lady always likes to help me out 

so I think that I might continue on with this job. 

" I ' m making out much better f inancially than I was at the time 

jou last interviewed me. My salary has oeen increased and I also 

get the income from this second joo that I have part-time. 
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I make a gross salary of $ 8 2 . 1 2 every two weeks. I only net $ 5 6 . 9 6 

of this amount because #12 . 40 is taken out for federal tax and |>3.38 

for social security. 1 also get deducted $ 9 . 3 8 every two weeks for 

war bonds out that really is a savings. In addition, I make ¿8 a 

week in my other job so that my total net income each month is around 

iji>171. I manage very well on this amount. 

"For the last year I have been saving about ¿80 or $90 a month. 

My expenses are not too high. I spend $12 a month for food on week-

ends each month and my room rent is only § 1 6 . 5 0 as it is split three 

ways. 1 spend about ^5 a month for transportation. My biggest ex-

pense is clothes oecause I ' v e been averaging around ,¿30 a month. My 

$300 fur coat brought it up way up last year and i had to buy some 

other clothes also as I have to dress real well. I spend at least 

$8 a month for cleaning. My doctor bil ls aren 't very high altho I 

spent about #35 on dental bills and v35 at Bill ings hospital for 

blood poisoning. i'hat averages sround w5 a month for the two I 

guess. I don 't keep any insurance, another big item of oig ex-

pense that I have is sending gi fts to my family in camp. I spend 
# 

between $20 ana ^30 a month for this. My recreation i s n ' t very much 

as I don ' t have to pay for that most of the time. I only pay about 

$>4 a month for miscellaneous expenses. "hen I work like this, I 

just don 't find time for anything. I expect to be l iv ing this way 

for at least one more year. (JPay knocks on wood.) 

" I moved into this present apartment in March, 1944 when my 

sister came out of camp. Then last September my cousin came from 

Nevada and she moved in with us. She is a non-evacuee, her parents 

had a couple of hotels out in Nevada and when they retired, she de-

cided to come out here. Jane is a typist and switchboard operator 

during the day, but she goes to Northwestern hight school 3 times a 

weekend she also attends a trade school for secretarial training 
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twice a week. My s ister , Dorothy, goes to Vogue Fashion School dur-

ing the day and she works at Stevens ^otel 5 hours a night as a 

clerk-typist. Both Jane and Dot eat out most of the time so that we 

don 't cook at all during week days. We get alone: together very good 

altho my sister and -i have a scramble once in a. while about house-

keeping. I have another sister coming to Chicago soon out I don 't 

¿now where she will stay as the landlord doesn't even want 3 people 

in this apartment. 

"We don't get along with the landlord vers well as she wants to 

charge us extra rent for the third person. She tried to force it on 

me recently and for one of the few times in my l i f e I really stuck 

up for my rights and I said that I would go to the UPA. I told her 

that we weren 't l iv ing unsanitary and we kept the place neat so that 

she should not have any objections. ^he sadly went home with her 

head hanging down when I told her 1 would report her to my major.' 

I think that we pay too much rent as it i s . I'he one good thing 

about this apartment is that we have a private bath so I l ike it 

here. I wish that our landlady would not be so nosey. «»e had a 
watt 

ISO/scsix glooe in our lamp and she came in and replaced it with a 

60 watt globe. She said that the electric company ordered this 

change but I know that she was lying . 

"J- don 't know what we can do about finding another apartment 

because all of the ivisei have such a hard time in f inding such a 

decent place. s&ems that the landlord in most of the places 

where Nisei lives is always objecting to something or another in 

order to take advantage because they know we a.re having a d i f f i c u l t 

time and we won't protest too much. "hen we f irst moved into this 

apartment, the landlady came and warned us about having too many 

j-Usei visitors in this apartment as she said it was too conspicuous. 

At f i r s t I listened to her but 1 have told her that we had a right 



Charles ¿.ikuchi Diary May 12, 1945 j)Q 

to have relatives and friends to come in . She then said they 

shouldn't come too often. I argued quite a, oit but 1 don 't care now 

as the landlady can ' t do anything about it even i f people do come 

here. «e only have company on week-ends anyway, ¿'here are a number 

of Nisei l iving in this neighborhood but I rarely see any of them 

and i know very few. far as -l know there haven't oeen any neigh-

borhood objections to us. ¿ 'd l ike to move to a larger place but we 

know i t ' s impossible to find one so i t ' s no use looking-, - '̂ind a 

decent apartment is mostly luck and we don 't have the time to go 

around and look. "e have to take what we can g-et anyway. Some of 

my Nisei friends have tramped weeks and weeks for an apartment while 

others are lucky to find one right away. 1 don ' t know wnat I will 

do i f my family decides to come out to Chicago, alt ho I don ' t think 

they are planning on i t . 

"There are s t i l l 7 of my family in camp and I really don't know 

what they are going to do. I don't thins that they will be going 

back to California as my father believes that it is impossible to 

start out in farming all over again , he doesn't have any equipment 

to start with and it would cost too much anyway. I don 't know how 

to write Japanese and my parents can ' t write English so I haven't 

discussed resettlement with them at a l l . L'y sister wrote and said 

that my parents just d i d n ' t know what to do so they are going to stay 

there and see what happens, 

"The *VIiA will try to chase all of the people out of camp by the 

end of this year, but i don't think the people are going to leave. 

They have no place to go ana I 'm sure that the WBA wouldn't just 

push them out of the gates as that's not democratic. the war is 

g:oine on ana (Japan puts up e l ig f ight , the »VRA will probably try to 

scatter the people out and force them to go work on farms. i'iie 

government has to pass some ¿cind of a bill to support the old folks 
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as tne people are so old. ¿'hey couldn 't start out over again now 

because i t ' s been 5 years since they left California and they were 

pretty old then. I don ' t ^now wnat they can qo; it seems to be such 

a uig oroolem. 

" I ' l l try to help my own family as much as possible tut my 

hands are t ied . My dad is so stubborn that I just can ' t suggest 

anything to him. ^e won't l i sten to any of my ideas as he thinks 

that it belittles him to take advice from a younger person, espe-

cially his own daughter, ^y father things that i am a child yet, 

and that 1 can ' t think for myself. Rex. certainly put up a fuss when 

I first cai^e out of camp as he said I would be a failure and he ex-

pected me to come back to camp and admit defeat. «/hen I showed him 

that i could make my own way, he s t i l l refuses to be convinced that 

i could ta£e res pons ib i l i ty . However, he does tell my sister to go 

ouy a suit case ana resettle because he found out that I could "take 

care of myself , i>ut he doesn't trust me yet with any plans for 

family resettlement. I don 't know i f my family will come to Chicago 

or not. 

" I ' d like my family to live in a suburb uut I don 't thin.£ that 

tne^ would be happy in a crowded city because they have always lived 

in a country. They should go to a smaller town. I won't ever iso-

late myself on a. farm anymore eyen thoueh I ' d l ike to be with trie 

family. The Nisei have to think for themselves now and make their 

own ways, before evacuation the Issei fathers made all the i*isei 

girls stay home ana they fed , clothes, and worried for us. But now-

adays the ^ i s e i are independent and they have to take the lead . I 

used to depend on m^ folxs all the time, LUt now i t ' s going to ue 

the other way around even though my father is not convinced yet. I 'm 

will ing to help the family out financially as my father won't be 

able to completely support them even though he has some pretty good 
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bank accounts. 

"Most of my Nisei friends have not made any definite plans about 

family resettlement even though they worry about it now and then. 

They feel i t ' s useless and they can 't do anything anyways. ^ person 

in my situation just can 't go ahead ana make any de f in i te plans be-

cause everything is so uncertain. I ' l l have to wait for my dad to 

make up his mind f i rst of all and 1 think he ' s even more confused 

than I am. I t seems that most of the Issei would rather stay in 

camp until the end and I feel that i t ' s better for all concerned. 

I t ' s not that I am not being- loyal to my folks, but i t ' s no use 

worrying myself sick about something that I am helpless in . I wish 

1 could talk Japanese better a.s J- plan to go to camp in September 

and I ' d l ike to talk things over with my family and see what can be 

done. i t ' s going to be a very d i f f i c u l t thing because my father is 

so strong-minded that he will probably believe a l l the rumors that 

the other people te l l him. I t ' s going to be hard for the xids in 

school ana I thought that perhaps we might be able to cring out the 

2 youngest brothers and send them to school out here. There will be 

3 of us together out here in a month or so ana there won't be any 

others of school age left i f we brought the youngest ones out. In 

that way my parents can stay in camp until the end and it wouian't 

be hurting anyone. ±t won't be so hard on us out here because our 

expenses would be a l i t t l e lower. I have only thought about these 

things but I don 't know i f I can really go ahead and really to it . 

i ' l l have to find housing f i r s t and that seems to impossible. 

"v*ith l i f e so uncertain, I 'm not planning to get married for a 

long time yet. I aon ' t even have a steady boy friend at the moment. 

Gee, what a l i f e J 1 just see only a very few people. Everyone is 

in the Army, not tnat I have anyone special in the ^rmy, out there 

would be more chances i f they were around. I aon ' t worry too much 
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aoout getting married as I am fatal ist ic about it . ¿laybe I 'm riot 

meant to be married. I believe in Fate oecause I 'm a -Buddhist in 

background. The Buddhist believe in fatalism and I think -l get it 

from them. »'hy do some people die in the war and some don 't? I t ' s 

just -¿'ate whether they will come through or not. i thinx that all 

of l i f e is governed oy -»-'ate so t h a t ' s why 1 feel 1 can 't do too much 

aoout the future, evacuation was even ¿ate and we couldn't have 

prevented it even i f we wanted to. ¿ate is sort of a. pressure whicn 

brings it aoout. ^ don 't say that it is a god or any supreme being, 

but it is a force aoout us which prevents us from having free wxill 

in the important things of l i f e . ± don 't go to the ^uddhist church 

anymore, out i oelieve tnat ¿'ate aoee play a strong part in a l l of 

our l ives . I go to the Christian chapel once in a while as x'm 

really not a true ¿uddhist anymore. I guess I couxd consider myself 

more of a Christian now except for that oeiief in ¿'ate. 

"Most of my leisure time is pretty sad. The Z of us go to 

snows and the 5 of us stay home. <»e hardly have aates with local 

."isei fellows as they are too young or too old. <Ve have out-of-town 

dates with the ^amp ^nelling boys whenever they come down on fur-

loughs. I don ' t oelone to any clubs at all but oncie in a while I go 

to the iiisei dances out here. x don ' t oelong to the J ACL out Lr . 

k ita insists that ± join i t . ± just haven 't gotten around to it out 

x don't particularly feel like joining the ¿ACL because it has such 

a oaa reputation. I guess i f my friends oegged me nard enough I ' d 

prooaoly woula have joined. ± joined the ¿ACL once in camp out 

that 's oecause i was doing it for a friend . I 'm not interested in 

the <jrid program at all because i t ' s just a lot of false promises 

ana it can 't do anything to help the individual iiisei. All I do is 

worx, eat, ana sleep ana 1 don ' t care aoout the ¿ACL. 

"1 guess my x i fe i s n ' t really that oad. Once in a while I take 
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snort trips to Detroit, M a d i s o n , Wisconsin ana a few other c it ies . 

i go to some city every 3 or 4 ifionths as I get from 5 da,\s to a week 

those 

off from work. I gust go to v is it my friends in tR&t cities and it 

helps to break the montony of living- in Chicago. I don't have many 

Caucasian or nisei contacts in this city, and ± don't particularly 

care to do so. 

" I only go to a ver^ few of the Eisei dances out here ana I 

don't attend any of the other social functions. The 2 latest dances 

I went to were not too bad out I d idn ' t care for all these bpys 

hanging around with the way they looked at us. They, were not too 

drunk though. 1 have a sort of special friend who goes to school up 

in Madison and h e ' s the one who wanted to go to the nisei dances, 

.e are just friends yet. It will be Fate if it goes beyond the 

friendship stage. My ideal person is a per4son who is well-educated 

and intelligent as looks are not everything*. I think tnat i t ' s best 

for my future to know college men. i ' ve always gone around with 

them and that is my taste. My sister says tnat I am crazy as she 

uelieves tnat security is more important than knowing a well educated 

person, however, I haven noticed tnat the college i*isei I have al-

ways gone around with show a difference from the non-college ^ i se i . 

They seem to be a l i t t le more poised and I don't think i t ' s asking 

for tK00 much as having (One of them as my ideal. I always woula like 

my ideal as a professional person but 1 guess a'd better not stick 

to that too closely as many of them are not able to make headway 

into a professional field now. 

" I ' m pretty well satisfied with my small circle of about 10 

friends that I see pretty regularly because i don't have time to 

meet other people. i f I don't have anything in common with people, 

i aon 't feel like mixing in. I 'd rather have people come and vis it 

us than to go over to their places as it takes too much energy. All 
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of my friends are l i s e i now and I don 't have any Caucasian friends 

any more. I guess I don 't have time for hardly any friends as Sunday 

is my only day of rest and I l ike to take it easy then. During the 

evenings of the week I never do anything but lounge around or else 

entertain a v is i tor . 

" I hardly ¿now anything aoout what the other Nisei are doing 

now as I don ' t taxLe the time to go where they are. I could go to tte 

Buddhist church or the Japanese Christian church as they have oodles 

of Nicei around, out I just am not interested in doing that. I 

think that most of the JSisei are sticking pretty closely to iiisei 

groups now. I see them in bunches all the time downtown, oome of 

them talx so loudly and they have an accent of their own. some of 

them act without any manners at a l l . 

" I guess that the M s e i would oe lost if they didn 't mix in with 

a lot of other J*isei all the time. J-t's funny but I don ' t feel that 

way at a l l . 1 know i have a lot of self-conscious feeling but I 

if 
don ' t feel that I have to go to a ^ i s e i group for proection. I can 

fo-

under stand that tne majority of the -"isei have much more in common 

with other Iiisei than with Caucasians. They feel that they can act 

more naturally when they are among" themselves. I don't think that 

they will ever be completely integrated as only a very small Iiisei 

group mix in with Caucasians and i t ' s usually the college xids or 

church groups. 

"Only a few ^ ise i go to the International house and other 

a f fa irs l ike that to mix in with different groups. I admire them for 

doing that even though I feel that I haven't goo the time myself. I 

certainly wouldn't like to see a «Japanese town develop out here as 

it would only make it harder for all of us. Gosh, that would oe 

pretty bad. I oet it would be just like Maxwell St. People call it 

Jew town and they are hated for it . It would be the same way i f a 
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lot more Japanese went to live on Clark St. 11 he Caucasians would 

begin to hate us for having this 0 apt own and they would expect all 

of us to live in that dirty place. I don 't see why those Nihonjin 

live down there cecause i t ' s one of the dittiest sections in the 

whole c ity . 

" I don ' t know i f I ' l l l ive in Chicago permanently because I 

can 't plan two days ahead the way things are now. I don 't xnow how 

long the war will last out Japan is not the type to give up easily . 

The harder they fight , the longer the war will be. Japan is stuooorn 

just l ike my father and they don ' t know when to give up and have 

someone talk sense to them, They get something: in their heads and 

no one can ever tell them that i t ' s wrong until i t ' s pounded out of 

them uy experience. I thinx that Japan is doomed to lose the war and 

they will have to give up all that they have grabbed. Sometimes I 

think that I would like to so to South America or Hawaii in order to 

avoid a l l this unpleasantness which I know is comine-, out I ' l l pro-

bably stay in the U . S . a l l the time because i t ' s no use for me to try 

and go off alone into a strange place. It was hard enough getting 

used to Chicago when I first came out here. 

" I wonder what is going to be done with Japan after the war? I 

guess they will be facing a hard time, but I never think aoout these 

political things. I 'm just pessimistic about the future in general 

and that includes jobs, marriage, family outlook, ana everything 

else . 

" I n spite of that, I am fairly happy in my own limited wa^, but 

sometimes the whole world puts all of its weighton my shoulaera ana 

I sure feel it sometimes. It seems that everything goes wrong; at 

times and i get in a mood. ther times I 'm happy like a lark . My 

l i f e runs in a cycle. I usually try to remain happy out once in a 

while these moods get me down. Sometimes do a lot of day dreaming 
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and then I set into a mood. 

"jily l i f e amoition is to have a shop of my own and be independent. 

I th'ink I could be a success in basiness. I ' d l ike to make cosmetics 

and have a shop like that because it would be so pleasant to have 

those nice perfumes arouncU I also would l ike to own a hat ana 

dress shop. ¿t would be oetter to specialize in something oecause 

there would be more chance. I don 't want to oe a stenogrspner all 

my l i f e , ¿ven i f ± did get married, I ' d s t i l l want to nave a busi-

ness of my own. ¿ would like to have children eventually so I guess 

my real desire in l i f e is to have a nice husoand, a good home, and a 

happy l i f e with some healthy children around. u e e , what a dream.' 

¿ don 't think that I 'm in a rut right now out I can 't go on l iving 

this kind of a l i f e forever and forever. It wouldn't have any mean-

ing for me i f I d id . I guess I ' m the sort of person who will never 

be completely satisfied with everything as I ' l l »always De wanting 

everything. 1 think that I ' l l get some of these tnings eventually 

i f I am patient . " 


