
OCTOBER 9 -- ( 1 ) 
t 

M. Nagai reported to me that a fund drive to finance the 

test case contesting the constitutionality of escheat actions 

for violation of the A M e n Land Act has been very successful. 

In Gamps I I and I I I , a sum in the amount of about three thousand 

dollars had been collected. Some persons donated as much as 

f i fty dollars each. In Gamp I , the drive is s t i l l going on, 

but Nagai estimated that about one thousand and five hundred 

dollars would be collected. The goal for the drive had been 

set at ben thousand dollars , and representatives would be sent 

to Gila and Manzanar for the purpose. 



H Nagai requested the Managers to convey to those that »pse 

T ^ ^ t M n t e r e s t e d in Alien l*nd Act litigations that another meeting would 

be held tomorrow in the conference room. According to Nagai , an 

'escheat action had been filed against Nitta of Block 21 by the 

District Attorney of Orange County and he wanted to carry the case 

to the Supreme Court of the United States , (it was unknown on 

what ground he planned to contest the c a s e . ) A tentative plan * 

had been worked but whereby a fund of # 1 0 , 0 0 0 be raised in the 

nine centers to finance this f i g h t . Two Poston residents would be 

sent to Manzanar and Gila to solicit the assistance from other 

. land owners there. It was contemplated that $ 2 , 0 0 0 should be raised 

in this center. 



"ßtot.^ it was- announced by the request of Nagai that a meeting of 

those who were interested in the Alien land Act litigations would 

S «ffTm(Lx. \%fie conference room of the Unit Administration Build-

ing on September 14. The purpose of the meeting was to inform to 

the interested parties the progress of the Ikeda case of Mon-

terey County, which had been postponed to October 15. It was 

also to clarify many of the rumors circulated in camp. One of 

them stated that a l l the land belonging to the Japanese in Calif-

ornia would be escheated before the November election . 



Mr. and Mrs.. Iked a , the defendants in the escheat case filed 

by the District Attorney of n 0nterpy County (Cfi-Jily ? 9 page 1; 

efefc.)* contacted »Attorney John Jaeno, viho stopped here from " enver 

en route Los Angeles . The defendants requested aeno to take the 

case for one thousand dollars to defend the case In.-association 

ith j arion ' ""right, the noted attorney for the Al ien land Act cases 

of Los Angeles . : aeno left Poston with the proposit ion. It is 

unknown whether "fright would agree to defend the case for the price , 

although'he has Already been defending the Yamaguchi case of the 

.1,0 s Ange le s County. 

Iked as could successfully raise at least one thousand dollars 

themselves without getting aids from the residents at large, 'a gal 

reported. In f a c t , they sa id , they did not like to bother other 

Japanese people h e r e o f possible ; to defend his t itle to pro-

perty. 



x i 
a.'.' L •>.".• i r/rfrr r. 

D i l l o n ;:yer replied to the plea of the Community Council in 

regard to the Alien Lane JAi3 litigations of the Pacific Coast States. 

He stated that the Council should get in touch w ith the Spanish 

Embassy so that the diplomatic channel be used to influence the 

Attoreny General of California to postpone the dates of the trials 

for the duration, because it would be unwise to Return the Issei 

defendants and Issei witnesses to California during the wart i e . 

The Uomr unity Council decided to telegraph the Spa nish Am 

bassador to that e f fect . 



JULY 22 -- (1) 

Tbe meeting of "the representatives from the three camps on 

the Al^ne/ land Act was held this morning in the conference room 

» 

of the unit Administration Building . The d e t a i l is not known 

yet . 



ïhe meeting of block representatives on the Alien land Act; 

litigations (Cf : 4uly 18, page 5 ) v?as held this morning in the 

conference room of the Unit Administration Building . There were 

about twenty-three persons present. 

The main business of the meeting was to select an Executive 

Committee to coordinate their act iv it ies with those of Units I I 

and I I I . For this purpose seven men were chosen. They were 

instructed to meet with the Executive Committees of Units I I and 

I I I this Saturday ( Ju ly " 82 ) 

m m m w b m 





JULY 18 -- (5) 

o 'clock this morning. There was one Manager absent . 

The new Block Manager for Block 14, K. Komura, was introduced. 

He replaced Samade, who beat a woman and was forced to resign . 

A meeting of those interested in^ ant i-j apane se land litigations 

in California was scheduled for July 20 at 9 : 3 0 A . M . in the con-

ference room of the Unit Adminmatartion Building , the Supervisor 

announced. Each block was requested to send one representative 



< K 7 r£/d̂ J officala from the office of District Attorney of San 

Joanin County visited here to question the members of two famil ies , 

who were alleged to have violated the Alien Land Act of Cal i fornia . 

They were l&oking for Annal.Hirata, Ayato Hirata , Ichiro Nishdmuia. 

u 

These persons are the lijgants in two separate cases . Their addresses, 

the attorneys s a i d , were obtained from the WRA o f f i c e . The list 

indicated that they are residents of Block 29 at Rivers , Arizona . 

They came to Poston by mistake. They said they were directed by a 

railway agent to get off the train at Poston, but on the train 

they were told by the conductor that they shold disembark at .'arker 

to reach Poston. (The former is the name of a small depot in Ari-

zona whence the Gila center is reached, and the latter is the name 

\ of a^pedocation c e n t e r . ) 

They came here prepared with a public stenographer, who had . 

been hired at Parker, but when they found they were in a wrong 

center, they were openly disgusted . Moreover, they groaned when 

they had been told that there was only one train a day , which 

leaves early in the morning,and that they must stay overnight in 

Parker. 

(The team was well prepared to question the l it igants . They 

had a schematic chart showing inter-relations between the various 

persons with circles and l i n e s . ) 



m m m m 

A meeting of the people who are "directly or indirectly" in-

terested in the escheat actions resulting from alleged violations 

of the California Alien Lané Act was held in the personnel mess-

hall this morning. There were about sixty people present. 

F i r s t , Yamamoto reported on thè present l it igations . He 

gave various warnings to the audience. (Gf : July 5 , page 1; e t c . ) 

He stressed that these early cases must be defended to the f u l l 

extent, otherwise the later cases would be jeopardized. He appealed 

to these people to unite and make a concerted action together to 

aid each other in the predicament. 

Then, S . G . Saikamoto (Unit I I ) related the past (pre-evacu-

ation) escheat cases. He cited the Kota case of F r e s ^ / . The de-

fendant in this case reached a compromise with the District At-

torney and pa did $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 as a fine with an understanding that the 

land would, be disposed of immediately. In a case at Petaluma, 

the «Japanese defendant lost the land. This case was somewhat 

like this : A Japanese bought a chicken ranch in the name of his 

a 
son, who was.minor. As the guardian of the boy, an attorney was 
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appointed. The older Japanese, however, operated the ranch, carry-

ing the trasactions of his poultry business in his name. The court 

found that the older Japanese was the real owner and he and the 

attorney had conspired against the State . They were both fined 

750 and the land was cause to escheat. 

In a later case in Southern California , the Japanese defendant 

was questioned on stand whether he was a c it i zen . Tfye defense 
r 

attorney object to the question on the ground that it was incrimi-

nating to the defendant. The court sustained the objection. 

Then seeing that his whole case would be destroyed if he failed to 

establish that he was not an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, 

the prosecution asked for continuance. In the subsequent hearing 

the District Attorney produced the records from the Immigration 

Office at San Francisco to establish that he was a Japanese a l ien . 

The court decided against the Japanese and the land was confiscated. 

On appeal to the Supreme Court, however, the decision was reversed. 

In its opinion the higher court stated that no evidence in writing 

could be admitted to establish that he was an alien ineligible to 

c it izenship. 

Sakamoto also emphasized that a l l Japanese land owners were 

in a same boat and should help each other. 
A 

The meeting decided to select 10 representatives from the 

camp one from each Quad (Block 19 and 30 constituting one Quad 
Wrfh 

for convenience) to meet the representatives from the other 
A 

two Units . 



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

Washington 

June 15, 1944 

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTICE NO. 100 

Subject« Advice to Evacuees with Respect to Alien Land Law 

Investigations 

Attorneys representing the law enforcement agencies in the State 

of California have recently visited some of the relocation cen-

ters to obtain information with respect to possible violations 

of the Alien Land Law of that State, The reports that we have re 

ceived from the West Coast indicate that a campaign may be under-

taken to investigate violations of the Alien Land Laws of Wash-

ington, Oregon and Cali fornia , and that escheat proceedings may 

be filed by the State in numerous cases. The attorneys represent 

ing the law enforcement agencies are apparently interviewing the 

evacuees to obtain information for handling these escheat cases. 

They may visit other centers in the near future. 

The WRA w i l l , of course, do nothing to interfere with the en-

forcement of the Alien Land Laws of the west coast States. How-

ever, since the WRA has responsibility for assisting the evacuees 

in protecting their property interests , we should take steps to 

see that the evacuees are informed of their legal rights under 

the Alien Land Laws and of their legal rights in connection with 

these investigations. Evacuees who may be requested to give in-

formation to the investigators should be advised that» 

1 . They may employ an attorney to advise them with respect to 

the investigations . Because of the nature of the evidence 

that will be required by the State in the escheat cases, 

these interviews may be very important. The WRA wi l l as-

sist them in employing a private attorney i f the evacuee 

requests such service, 

2 . They have a legal right to refuse to give any information 

whatever to the law enforcement agencies unless they are 

subpoenaed in a regular manner. They should be informed, 

however, that refusal to give information might cause 

their cases to receive more attention than they would other-

wise receive, since their refusal to give information may 

be interpreted to mean that they are concealing important 

evidence. 

(4519) 
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3 . Under the laws of Cal i fornia , Washington and Oregon it is 

permissible for United States citizens to hold land. In 

many instances where citizens hold land, the land was pur-

chased by alien parents. It is permissible under these 

laws for a parent to purchase land for his child , i f it is 

intended that the child be the actual owner. However, i f 

placing in the child the t it le to the land was intended 

merely to be a subterfuge to evade the Alien Land Law while 

retaining actual full control over the lands and income 

from them in the alien parent who paid the purchase price , 

the State may be able to escheat those lands, 

4 , To prosecute successfully escheat proceedings in these cases, 

it wil l often be necessary for the law enforcement agencies 

to rely upon evidence obtained from the evacuees. The trans-

cripts of the interviews may be used very effectively (espe-

cial ly in cross-examination) by the State in trying escheat 

cases, i f the information given in the interview is contrary 

to the testimony of the evacuee at the t r i a l . It i s , there-

fore, important that each evacuee be advised that i f the 

transfer of land to a citizen was not in fact a subterfuge 

and the evacuee wishes to explain the transaction at the in-

terview, he should be careful to explain fully all the facts 

showing that no violation of the alien land law is involved. 

We have an obligation to assist the evacuees in protecting 

their property interests . Our responsibility consists of 

making sure that the evacuees understand the implications 

of the investigations and that they have an opportunity to 

receive such legal advice as they may need in connection 

with the investigations . 

/ s / D . S . Myer 

Director 

(4520) 



A regular meeting of the Block managers was held in the conference 

fcoom of the Unit Administration Building from 9 : 3 0 this morning. 

Superviosr Nishimoto reported to the Managers that a conferen-

ce of those who might be interested in the escheat actions re-

sulting from alleged violations of the Alien Land Act of Calif-

ornia was arranged for July 7 in the Unit Administration Building . 

Elmer yamamoto, the evsA^ee attorney, was scheduled to appear be-

fore the meeting to give advices and to answer/ questions. The 

Managers were requested to informed the residents of this meet-

ing. A memorandum was not issued, beduase the meeting was intend-

ed for . I ssei , and the Supervisor did not want to leave any trace 

of evidence that the Issei were meeting to discuss the escheat 

act ions. 



JULY 5-- ( 1) 

A regular meeting of the Local Council was held in the con-

ference room of the Unit Administration Bu aiding from 9 A . M. 

today: The meeting was presided by D r . Suzuki in the absence of 

Okamoto. There were twenty-nine Councilmen present. 

A new Councilman, Kitagawa of Block was introduced. 

The Chairman read a letter of appreciation from Seiichi 

Nomura, the former Chairman who had relocated to Chicago. 

In reference to the Alien Land Act escheat actions in Calif-

ornia, Nagai explained to the Councilmen what had been done here 

as a countermeasure. (Cf : July 2 , page 1) He added that he went 

around to the homes of land onners he knew explaining the situation, 

and he in turn asked these men to contact other land owners they 

knew to integrate a counter action. He s£id he could not go to 

the owners he did not- know personally very well , because he was 

looked upon with suspicion. The owners, he thought, were very 

much on guard right now. 

Onishi , then, reported on what the Community Council had done 

on the matter. The Community Council which met on July 2 discussed 

the matter and decided that it could not take any action upon 

it until the owners concerned generally in the litigations had ap-

pealed to the body. It advised the owners to get together and 

their 

select isk̂r- committee to work together with the Councils. I t , 

however, agreed to TO A it e letters of appeals to Ickes and Myer 

to use their influence O i i in order to coerce the various Diestrict 

Attorneys to postpone these cases until after the war. 

Nagai reported that a meeting of those interested to confer 

on the question was called for July 7 , and recommended to the 

Council to select a committee to attend it as o f f ic ial represen-

tatives of the Unit I ftopal Council. By appointment by the 



JULY 5 -- ( 2 ) 

Chairman the following persons ^ere chosen: 

ouzuki, Yamada, 'On is h i , Nagai , and T . Hatsumoto 



JULY 2 — tD 

Schmit^of the Evacuee Property Section returned to Poston 

yesterday morning after visiting the Salinas area . I interviewed 

him regarding the Ikeda case (Cf : June 29 , page 1 ) . He stated 

that he ¿Looked into the matter intensively when he was in Sal inas . 

The property is mortgaged to the bank for $ 6 , 0 0 0 , and the bank 

was vitally interested in the l i t igat ion . Schmittsaw the presi-

dent of the bank, who was optimistic about the case. He said 

the District Attorney could not do anything of this sort , be-

cause the bank had advanced loans to many other Japanese land 

owners. If the land belonging to the Japanese were caused to 

escheat, the bank would lose an enormous amount of money^. The 

bank was putting pressure on the District Attorney through the 

local politicians to quash the Ikeda case. Schmirfbe lieved that 

the case would be quashed, or at least its t r i a l would be post-

poned until after the war. He also believed that the District 

Attorney of Monterey County would not f i l e escheat actions any 

more . 



JUNE 29 -- (1 ) 

Post on hav£ become involved with the various escheat actions 
A 

of the District Attorneys of the State of California . A resident 

of Post on was named some weeks ago in an escheat action by the 

Ditrict Attorney of the LOB Angeles County. (See the article in 

the Los Angeles Times, copied in the Journal, , page ) 

It is known that similar legal actions have been undertaken 

in the San^*osquin County £ one case ) , Sacramento County (presumably 

three cases) , and Presen o (two or three cases) in addition to this 

bos Angeles case. A tendency is to get more of these escheat 

actions into courts. As the cases became known to the Japanese 

and more cases are sure to be filed against many land-owning 

Japanese, the Poston residents became worried. They do not know 

where the whole situation w i l l lead to. At the worst, they are 

a fra id , every land owning Japanese w i l l be subjected to escheat 

litigation by the State of California . There is no question that 

ée facto owners are uneasy, and at loss as to what they should 

do. (Many of them are without cash, and the land they own cannot 

be offered as security for loans. ) 

In this situation the following circular arrived from the 

3ACL about a week ago. The Supervisor of Block anagers read it 

to the 1,anagers in the last meeting. 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
NAT IONAL HEADQUARTERS 

Beacon Building 
Salt Lake City Utah 

PRESS RELEASE 
Imme d ia t e Release 

'7RA Asked to Advise Residents 
of Their Legal Rights 

National JACL headquarters wrote a letter to Director 

of the 7ar Relocation Authority, Dillon . Myer, at Washington, 

D • C . pertaining to the investigations being made by the State 
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of California on alien land law violations . The letter called 

the attention of ] r . Hyer to the fact that the investigators were 

interviewing center residents on the pretense of checking over 

income tax returns and then prying into real estate dealings. 

The JAGL letter stated impart as follows: 

In view of the criminal elements involved, we believe that 
every residents who is to be interviewed should be informed that 
he cannot be compelled to testify or submit to any questioning 
by such investigators. 

''Any violation of the alien land laws should be prosecuted. 
On the other hand, we believe that those who are prospective 
defendants to escheat or criminal proceedings should not be 
compelled to testify and thereby furnish the evidence for their 
prosecution under false pretenses on the part of the investigators 
of the State of Cal i fornia . * . 

A l l persons who are being interviewed on such matters should 
consult the project attorneys or a private attorney if residing 
in the ''free zone . 

Subsequent to the arrival of this letter, it became known 

to the evaucee leaders here, through the Lega 1 Department, that 

r . & Mrs. Ikeda of Block 15 were sued by District Attorney 

Antohny , of -feise Monterey* u ounty , to cause t-o escheat their 

land. The following allegations were made in the petition filed 

by the District Attorney: 

1. The land is about 73 acres in s i ze . It was bought 

from a Caucasian party by I r . & i t s . Ikeda in 1926 in the name of 

their infant daughter. (She is now about 21 years of a g e . ) 

This contract of sale was a method of circumventing the Alien 

Land Act of California . 

2 . Later in 1939 the land was sold to one Hanazono, a citizen 

of the united States. (She lives in Unit I I of poston. ) 

3 . A l l these years until the time of evacuation the land 

was used for agricultural purpose by the Ikedas. The State 

contends that Ikedas are the real and true owners of the land 
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in violation of the A Land Act . Threrefore, it pyays to the 

court, the land should be caused to escheat to the State of 

Oalifornia . 

According to Elmer Yamamoto, the evacuee attorney, who had 

been consulted by the defendants of the case, the landjis located 

near the City of Sar&inas. Its valuation is somewhere around 

§ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . The defendants believed that they have a good defense 

and have a fair chance of winning. (The burden of proof of the 

Alien ijand Act violation fa i ls upon the State of Cal i fornia . ) 

But, they appealed, they did not have any cash to hire an at-

torney. Their money had been tied up in the land and in farm 

equipment, they said . Yamamoto was worried, because this case 

if lost might set a precedent disadvantageous to other Japanese 

land owners in later cases. The evacuee attorney appealed to 

the leaders to do something to aid the Ikedas in their predicament. 

Yamamoto expressed the following opinion: 

The Umaguchi case is a l l r ight . The party has money and 

hired Marion Wright (a f irst rate attorney in iX>s Angeles) to 

defend the case. But this Ikeda case needs our attention. They 

don't have enough money to defend the case. I am sure an attor-

ney wil l charge at least 81000 . We have to have a good attorney 

for this case, because this is a political case after a l l . The 

I istrict Attorney realizes it is very diff icult to prove a l l his 

allegations he set forth in the petition. First of a l l he must 

prove that -̂ e is an alien who is not eligible for citizenship . 

This is very diff icult to do, because it cannot be gotten out of 

the defendants themselvs. What the Diestrict Attorney probably 

anticipate is that the defendants might default the case. He 

might be figureing that the Japs could not come back to California 
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i 
or that the Japs won t have money to defend the cases. In an-

other way it appears this way that i s , the District Attorney 

might be only interested in f i l i n g this sort of case to "pring 

a political prestige upon himself , and might be afraid of losing 

the case if defended. Anyway, if the case were not defended and 

defaulted , similar cases w i l l come up one after another. In or-

der to protect the Japanese land owners, these early cases should 

be aided by others and defeated. They should get together and 

form some kind of a protective association to protect each other. 

'This Ikeda case must be taken care of immediately, because the 

hearing is set for August 15th. I know the WRA is supposed to 

portect the property of evacuees. But you know as well as I know 

that the WRA w i l l not clo anything for you. A l l it probably w i l l 

do is to recommend an attorney for you. (At this point I suggested 

to talk to the Project Director anyr;ay. The owners when assembled 

in a meeting w i l l ask what the WRA w i l l do to aid them.) There 

is no harm in asking Duncan Mills about i t . But you saw Adminis-

trative instruction 100. It is not saying anything. It^merely 

stating that the Project Attorneys w i l l give advices on questions 

pertaining to Alien Land Act l i t igat ions . You should get hold of 

the land owners together to work out some aid for this party. 

Immediately after the conference with Yamamoto (June 28) 

Nagai , D r . Suzuki , Nishimoto, and. Sumida worked out a plan to 

call the land owners secret ly. (They cannot reveal that they are 

the real owners of land in C a l i f o r n i a . ) the first part of next 

week. ] eanwhile Suzuki arranged a meeting with Duncan Mills 

to determine what the W A w i l l do for the l it igants . This meeting 

was set for this afternoon, x and Unit Administrators, the Chairmen 

of the Councils , and some members of the Community ouncil were 



JUNE 28 -- (5 ) 

asked to attend . 

This afternoon the meeting of the leaders was called in 

the Mills ' o f f i c e . Those attending the meeting were Suzuki , 

Kawasaki, Yahiro , T . Matsumoto, Nagai , Nishimoto, Yamamoto from 

I nit I ; Sakamoto, and liyeno from Gamp I I ; Wumino, Namiki, and 

Kubota from Gamp CECICE • The early discussion revolved around the 

question whether the WRA would give monetary aid to these Japanese 

defendants. It was definitely expressed by Duncan Mills and 

Scott Rowley that the #IA would not aid them in defense /¡H^Jthese 

cases . After a subsequent lengthy discussion the following 

agreements were reached: 

1. It Is essential to warn the residents here . They sou Id 
A 

immediately contaot the Project At.torney when they were served 

with court papers. They should not make any voluntary statements 

nor should they sign any paper without consulting the Attorney. 

S . Every effoet^ should be made to postpone the tr ia l dates 

of these cases unti l after the war. Mills agreed to write in-

formally to Myer if it would be possible to have Iohes influence 

the Attorney General of California so that these cases might 

be postponed ufltil after the war. 

3 . Rowley would write to Oozzens and Bernhart (? ) to 

induce the Attorney General of Califonia to postpone the cases. 

The leaders should assemble the land owners to raise 

m o ^ ^ to defend the Ikeda case, for their turns would soon be 

coming if it were defeated . 



NOVEMBER 8 -- ( 1 ) 

A weekly meeting of project D irector , D ivis ion Heads, and 

Unit Administrators was held this morning in the Director ' s 

office . 

¿ack Horn, the Motor and Transportation Supervisor, presented 

many minor problems that arose while enforcing the new regulation 

on the use of the motor vehicles . He pointed out that more com-

plaints on account of curtailment of the uses have been coming 

in from the appointed s t a f f . School teachers, especially , were 

indignant, because use of the bus was prohibited for going into 

Parker in the evenings. 

M i l l s , then, presented the problem of enforcing the working 

hour rule (eight hours per d a y ) . He was aware that many crews 

were not working any more than four hours a day . Some of them 

worked only three hours in the morning and refused to return to 

work in the afternoon. He was told of many d i f f i cu lt ies in enforc-

ing eight hours of fyjrk per day by the evacuee participants. 

He, however, replied that he was aware of motivational d i f f i cu lt ies 

of enforcing good work habits on evacuees, and that he was satis-

f i e d , although u n o f f i c i a l l y , if the evacuees worked at least 

five hours a day. This problem was deferred to a future con-

ference . 



— i m ; r m w 

Jack H 0 rn , Motor and Transportation Supervisor, put new 

regulations into effedt this morning. There was a complete 

laok of communication of these rules to the residents , and 

much confusion resulted . *'or hours ;transportation in various 

departments remained standst i l l , because the section heads did 

not know the d e t a i l s . They failed to submit the requisitions 

for use of cars and trucks a day in advance that no cars and 

trucks could be released from the Motor Pool. The situation is 

much confused yet to give a reliable report , but some of the 

new rules , which created much confusion and complaints, are as 

f o Hows : 

1. A l l cars and trucks were ordered to remain in the M®ttf>r 

Pool as soon as o f f i c i a l businesses were completed. They c@ula 

not drive the cars for lunch. (One Caucasian drove his car 

WRA car to his home for lunch. It was reported to Hern. 

Horn immediately got in touch with the Caucasian and ©r^erei him 

to take the car back to the place of work . ) 

2 . A l l the permits for 24-hour use of trucks and cars 

were revoked, except sertain cars belonging to the Fire Depart-

ment and the police Department. 

3 . A l l cars assigned ¿ M M d individually to different 

members of appointed staff were taken away. (Even the project 

car assigned to Mills was taken into the Hot or Pool. Horn 
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went to Mills and asked him to give up the oar. Mills looked 

at him stunned; then he sa id , "Do you mean it?'" 

Horn sa id , 'Yes, I got to have your car . It is the begin-

ning of this program." 

'"All r ight , you may have my c a r , " replied Mi l ls . ) 

(Another story is told today. This morning a teletype came 

from Washington that two Caucasians were arriving on the tain 

tonight at Parker. It requested that a car be sent to Parker to 

meet them. Horn refused to do so on the ground that there iia a 

regular bus service from the depot and they should uti l ize this 

service . ) 

a 

Departmental hads and crews that have been affected by 

the new regulation are seen in Horn's office a l l day long today. 

It is not yet clear just exactly what are taking place on hhis 

matter. 



Supervisor Nishimoto reported that the water pump which 

had been out of commission for the past ten days was repaired. 

He praised the efforts of the Managers in effectively curtailing 
(/ctf 'rta 

the use of water by residents -¿Wj^this period. At one time, 

the daily consumption reached a low figure of 1 , 3 4 4 , 0 0 0 gallong, 

while the daily consumption during this period averaged about 

1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 gallons , a reduction of about 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 gallons d a i l y . 



OCTOBER 3 -- ( 1 ) 

A regular weekly meeting of the Block Managers was held 

in the coherence room of the Unit Administration Building from 

9 : 3 0 o ' c lock this morning. 

F i r s t , the problem of emergency call$|to the hospital was 

brought up. The Manager of Block 15 had complained to Supervisor 

Nishimoto that he could not put an emergency call for May Tsubo-

uchi (the murdered g ir l ) to the hospital for f i fteen minutes, be-

cuase the line to the hospital was busy , Supervisor Nishimoto 

made an arrangement with the telephone operator through Burge 

that the hospital circuit would be cut open whenever she received 

such an emergency message. 



m m - m n . 

One of the four water pumps was damaged yesterday and curtail-

ment of water usage became imperative. The shaft of the motor driv-

ing the pump broke and a truck ias sent to Los Angeles to purchase 

-¿¿sir necessary repair parts. 

m m m » m 



¿Because o f the excessive use of water , the supply was cut 

off partly from about 2 P . M . on August. 19 to noon on the next day . 

Although it- was never made publ ic , this step was taken on the 

suggestion of Supervisor Nishimoto. He said that the residents 

would heed the warnings of the Block Managers only for t wo or 

three days after they had been warned, but soon they would use 

the water freely and wastefully . For the past three days previous 

to the partial shut o f f , the da i ly consumption was running as 

high as 2 , 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 gallons for Unit I . Burge, too , believed that 

it was most effective to shut the supply off from time to time 

in order to m<ke the community water conscious. "Until people 

are actually endgangered by a f i r e , they would not think of fire 

prevention and precaution , " Burge 
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Harper accepted an offer of transfer to Tule Lake. 

# m m m 

Tao came back from the Yuma j a i l yestérday after serving 

the sentence of three months. 

r 
The transformer feeding electricity to Block 17 and Block 

32 failed on August 11 in the midst of a YBA banquet in the 

Block 32 messhall. Since then the circuit breaker attached? to 
i^v/e^dc- a c CdJ/etJ 

the transformer cut out the feeder line because of overload. 
either * 

The residents have been denied of the use of the coolers or the 
A 

lights . The transformer cannot take care of the cooler load 
A 

alone; recently new coolers have been installed in the blocks 

creating a serious overload. The more serious aspect of the new 

coolers is that they are a l l l /3 house fcower motors, which have 
- , ¿¡¿^y ̂  

been sold by the Sears , Roebuck and Co. with tteir dishonest 
by purcJt^S^rs 

declaration^that they are farmers. A conference was held among 

the Block Managers of these Nishijima of Block 

17, Bowman and popkin of the Maintenance Section, and Burge to Wxj/ -d*ZJ~<l t's 

find a solution. It seems te^tec^no 3D lut ion to the problem be-

cause a new transformer cannot be installed for these blocks^ for 

the substation is already overloaded as i s . The only possible 

solution is to stagger the time of operation for the coolers, forth 

but none of the appointed personnel was willing to £ut^this 

argument. 

mm mm 
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water consumption situation» 

July 26 Water Used 2 , 6 7 0 , 9 7 0 g a l . 
Per Capita . . 3 9 9 n 

July 27 Water Uöed 2 , 6 8 5 , 1 5 0 " 
Per Capita 430 * 

(The population up to Ju ly 26 was figured as 6 , 6 8 7 , while 
a fter July 2 7 , it was set as 6 , 2 4 3 . ) 

Ju ly 28 Water Used 2 , 5 4 2 , 6 7 0 g a l . 
Per Capita 407 rf 

July 29 Water Used 2 , 5 9 5 , 9 7 5 9 

Per Capita . . . . . . . . . . 415 n 

July 30 water Used 2 , 3 8 8 , 9 7 0 * 

Per Capita 382 n 

August 1 Water Used 2 , 4 1 6 , 9 7 5 ff 

Per Capita 387 n 

( I reminded Bürge this morning that the f igure reached on 

Ju ly 3 0 would be about the lowest obtainable under the present 

regua It ions^ worked out recently by the Managers. ) 

Tanaka of Block 19 suggestecd that water would be again 

short next year and the people would suffer from such a shortage. 

He proposed that a negotiation be initiated with the Administration 

so that another w e l l be dr i l led by the next year . This suggestion 

was voted as a resolution and was routed to the Local Council . 



The Block managers have gotten the control of the d i f f icult 

situation regarding the use of water. The consumption for the 

last two days indicate that the Managers have worked considerably 

over the matter. (Of : July 25 , page 1) 

July 26 

Total amount of water,-used 2 , 6 7 0 , 9 7 0 gal long 

Per capita 399 

July 27 

Total amount of water used 1 , 9 2 1 , 1 5 0 gallons 

T V 



During the meeting of thejfexecutive Committee (Of : J illy 2 2 , 

page 1) and from other sources I heard many complaints regarding 

escessive and careless use of water by the appointed personnel. • 

Some of the complaints were as follows: 

1. The water f a l l in the Seen Len Park (in the. Administra t ive 

area) is running in f u l l a l l the time. 

2 . The coolers in the Administration Buildings are using 

water excessively. 

3 . The coolers in the appointed personnel quarters (Rainbow 

V i l l a g e ) are using '¿ater excessively . Even while they are not 
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in operatin, rater is running into the coolers. his is an un-

necessa ry I'laste^ of vater . 

3 . The coolers in the offices of the Department of Education 

are using water excessitoly. 

It is quite evident that the evacuee are watchful of what 

the appointed personnel are doing. 1 nless the appointed personnel 

conform to the rules and regulations to be enforced in the community, 

these rules and regulations could not toe enofrced upon the evacuees. 

_-!o two separate sets of rules -- one applicable to the appointed 

personnel and the other to the evaucees -- could exist here. 



*j£. f * flfif Ptftf if ijj 

The Executive Committee of the Block Managers ret this 

morning in the Local Council office from 9 o ' c lock . The meeting 

was called to work out some measure to conserve water. (Cf : July 

20 , page 2) The ity of water used in Unit I the day before 

yesterday was 3 , 0 2 4 , 0 0 0 gallons , which would mean about €45 pal-

Ions per day per capita . The water was shcft off" for a few hours 

in the afternoon yesterday as an emergency measure. After heated 

discussion among the committee members, the following plans were 

adopted : 

1. To enforce the regualtion , which had aieen adopted some-

time|ago/that no water would be used for the ponds during the 

hours between 7 A . 1,1. and 10 p . }•. 

2 . To use the canal ter where^ver feasible for irrigation 

purpose within blocks. 

o . To limit the use of water for coolers to a minimum. 

Some members aruged that the effect from these regulations 

would be doubtful , because the r e s e n t s as a whole were self ish 

and not cooperative. In some block, one Manager sa id , the chair-

man of the Block Council was the one who violated the water re-

gulations f ^ a g M n t l y in the past. These Managers argued that 

shutting off the water, entirely was the best method of making 

them realize that they had been s e l f i s h . Other Managers retorted 

that no measure should be taken to inconvinience the residents 

until reasonable methods had been exhausted. A l l of them were 
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i A 

aware flf the stoe «arguments which the residents might put up against 

the Managers, ''If water is not enoiugh, why &) n 't you ask the IRA 

to dig new wells?" and ''This is government's water. They stuck us 

in here. i t ' s their duty to give us a l l water we want,1 ' and 

You should worry'. You are not losing anything. Don't do so much 

'ass kidding' for the government. They said they hat^d to hear 

these arguments from hecklers and irresponsible agitators. 

Another Manager lamented that it was very diff icult to en-its 

force any regulation that did nbt provide any penalty f or^ vio lat ion 

The proposals worked but by the Executive Committee would be 

presented to the meeting of the Block Managers on July 25. 



A conference of H i l l s , Surge, Rupkey, Popkin, Bowman (maintenance) 

3chultz (ut i l i ty Maintenance) , Nishimoto, Unit I I Administrât or , 

and I nit I I I Administrator t oo/^place - his afternoon in order to 

curb excessive uses| of electricity and water. 

The water s ituation , as it was presented, was especially 

serious . A gross total of 3 , 1 1 9 , 0 0 0 gallons of water was used 

in Unit I yesterday, it \ou Id ; :ean about #ffb gallons ;:er capita 

per day^)f water. The consumption overtaxed the pump equipment 

u f*i 
so much that the power was shut off -r-e-r the pumps. It had begun 

to pump up sand and a serious damage^ had been anticipated when 

water was stopped yesterday. 

Various proposals asking for cooperation of resid.nts were 
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mapped out. (The d e t a i l of these proposals would be embodied 

the forthcoming memorandum from Duncan K i l l s . ) 



„ J - Tanak^a of Block 19 informed the Managers that he had talked 
Btk Yb-yv ^ 

7)tu/tw 
1 

with- the repair men of the Ut i l i ty and I aintenence Division yester-

say. He was told by them that too many street lights had been 

broken. The repair men complained that it was very diff icult to 

take off the bases of the broken electrid bulbs. They said that 

they were installing new be lbs throughout the camp this time, but 

they would refuse to do so in the future. Tanaka had witnessed 

on several occasions yhn^R small children .teare hitting the bulbs 

with sling shots. He asked the Managers to see that such mis-

chief be prevented. 

A question of controling electric hot plates and irons was 

brought out by a Manager. He complained that he had a diff icult 

time of enforcing the regulations, which had been established 

last year, as other blocks were lax in the enforcement. Kishimoto. 

stated that he had received a notice from Moris Burge yesterday 

informing him that a conference on the control of electrical ap-

pliances would be held with the Unit Administrators of the three 

Un its . (For Unit I , the Supervisor was requested to attend, as 

thi?ere was no Administrator for the present . ) Unit l after the 

/•» wera 
conference the present various methods of enforcement, which -wars-

different with blocks, be maintained, lashimoto requested the r-

Managers. 
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This is a case where the Project director made a decision . 

(Duncan Mills has 'been getting a reputation of being indec is ive . ) 

A boy, «3, about twenty ywars old , is the son of one of the 

more able Block Managers. Last September § he went out to "Testville, 

Ohio , on short term leave. He had applied for student relocation, 

but at the time the procedure in the category was very d i f f i c u l t . 

-¿cm 

He could not wait long, and obtained the shorty leave permit on 

the ground that he was going out to look for a rjob. He paid his 

own expenses on going out. , 

J enrolled ih the college there , and obtained a part-time job 

as a gardener of the school ground. While he was there , he applied 

for indefinite leave, which was granted. He applied at the same 

time for leave assistance the relocation grant of ¿25, the 

per diem expense allowance, and the transportation expense. lie 

received the f i r s t two expenses, but could not get the last . 

-this 
In June ,he returned to Poston as he had passed « P pre-m-

a 

duct ion physical , which had been taken in Ohip . Now, he is leaving 

w <trk 

for the Cleveland area to work on July 18 .̂ He applied for the 

transportation expense from the WRA. But his request was denied 

on the following grounds: 

1. Those leaving on indefinite for enrolling in c&Liege or 

university are not granted relocation assistance according to the 

TRA regulation . That i s , he must pay his own fare to the desti-reimbursement of 

nation. Therefore, he was denied of his request for^ transportation 

expense for the time when he went to ' 'restville. 

2 . The '7RA regulation states that those who go out on in-

definite for the second time, even though he hfta not received 

assistance on the f irst occasion, cannot receive any grant. 

Both Crawford, the Relocation O f f i c e r , and Engel , the dis-

bursement O f f i c e r , said this was a doubtful case, and in a way 
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the instruction could be interpreted in such a manner that 

he went out -©-a the part-time job at the f i rst time. If this in-

terpretation could be [justified, 0 was entitled to the reimber-

sement. Since he did not relieve the transportation expense, 

which he was fenttitled under the broad interpretation, he could 

request for the transportation fee this time. However, they claimed, 

there were too many similar cases like t h i s , and there was a danger 

of establishing a precedent. They bel ieved , therefore , it would 

be best for them to refer the matter to Washington for fckefcp *'TS 

instruct ion. 

1 was not satisfied with t h i s , and I took J to the Project 

D irector . I argued: 

1. He applied f irst for student relocation . But his leave 

was not granted. later he obtained a short term leave permit 

stating that he was going to look for a job. After he enrolled 
the 

in the college and o b t a i n e d p a r t - t i m e 30b, he received a*»|incefinite 

leave permit. He received a l l the grants permitted for an evacuee 

at this time, except the cost of transportation. The fact that the 

WRA was will ing to pay the cash grant of $ 2 5 and the per diem al-

lowance after he had received the indefinite leave permit proved 

that he was entitled to the grants given by the WRA • If he had 

been classed as a student relocatfce, he could not have obtained 

these grants . If the WRA regulation was adhered to , it should 

have been a l l or nothing 

2 . It was too la-jfee to contest on the reimbursement of 

the transportation cost now. 0 should be allowed the travel 

request- from Post on to Cleveland at this time, because he did not 

receive the government request for the f irst time out . Something 

which should have been given to him the last time was not given, 

and it should be given this time. 
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The WRA regulation stated only so far to say that those who 

were not entitled to the grants or those who had received grants 

at the f irst time out would not receive the grants for the second 

time out. But in J 1 s case this regu lat idn-^e-s not apply , because 

he was entitled to the grants (although he did not receive in f u l l ) / 

and because he did not receive the f u l l grants at the f irst time 

/ sAaulcf-¿XL new. 

Ill lis stated 

1. "hen there is a Sou'bt as to the interpretation of a«-

WRA regulation , an evacuee should be given the best possible be-

nefit whenever f e a s i b l e . 

2 . In boarder line cases, each case should be decided on its 

merits . 

The Pro.ject Director readily (after calling up Crawford and 

Engel over the telephone) acceded and wrote out a memorandum re-

questing that J be given a tsain ticket to Cleveland. 



The following memorandums were issued to the blocks today: 

PROJECT MEMORANDUM No . 11 

Apr i l 18, 1944 

MEMO TO : A l l Employees 

SUBJECT: Use of Telephones 

The project SVJ itchtaoc»d_ is being overtaxed and o f f i c i a l 

project bes.iness is being injpded because of the use of office 

phones by/mj^ployees for personal conversations. 

The attention of a l l employees is diredted to the fact 
that project phones are for o f f i c i a l business only. Personal 
calls are strictly prohibited, and the use of phones for per-
sonal calls by employees may be considered cause for discipli-
nary act ion . 

/ s / Duncan Mills 
Project Director 



Cíhe Pos t ©in (Ctomm&c ike 

the failure of electric power 

¡iff: t i If-'j t 

fRafl.)Lafl to appear today on account of 



T i e c t i ^ o w e r has beer^d isru pt ed intermittently for the last 

A 
y ; _ A y / f ^ three days , presumably as the result of gale which had been blow-

TH^^Jtz^J- i n £ e v e r ^ a f ^ r n o o n lately . The Administration now reported 

^ that a repair cre/jVodnd the casuse of the fa i lure in the trans-

mission line between the Parker Oam and Parker and the damage 

was being repaired at present . Power would be restored to Poston 

sometime this a fternoon . 
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The Block Managers held a picnic at the Colorado River 

off Unit I I I today. There were about one hundred people attend-

ing . They had a gay time with smuggled bottles of whiskey. 

I got away from|'fmy work* for the first time since my Salt Lake 

trip and enjoyed the outing. 



m m m m 

A plan is being worked out by the Administration to stage 

a huge send off party for the seventy-four boys leaving for 

Port Douglas . The Administration is gegotiating with the Shibai 

group for the use of the Block 4 outdoor stage . There is a con-

f l i c t of programs, since the Shibai group had planned a show in 

celebrating the Mji completion of the new amphitheatre on the same 

earning. It is s t i l l unknow^whether the Shibai group would accede 

to postpone its three day programs by one day . 



John Powell sent the following memorandum to the blocks: 

July 17, 1944 

To the Parents of poston: 

It is our com. on feeling that too many evenings in Poston JL 
are occupied by movies, that there are too few other things to do 

for the young people jf and that too many children are staying out 
to see the same movie many times. 
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The Community Ac it ivit ies and Education Sections are working 
out the following plan: 

1. Have Activity Nights , dancing lessons, and social evenings 
in the elementary school auditorium at least two nights a week. 

Limit the regular movie showing to two a week, one at the 
Block 21 pool and one at the Block 45 pool. Limit special movies to 
one every two weeks as in Camps I I and I I I . 

3 . Arrange a daytime showing of the regular movie at the 
elementary school auditorium, on Saturdays, for children •nder 14. 
This w i l l require two conditions: That the #u(Sitoriuin showing w i l l 
be interrupted or discontinued if the children do not respect the 
school property which they are occupying; and that unescorted child-
ren under 14 should not attend the evening showings of the regular 
movie/ Parents who"must take their children with them in order to 
go to night movies w i l l , of course, s t i l l do so . It is our .hope 
that if the children have a showing of their own to go to in the 
daytime, the parents can persuade them not to follow the crowds to 
night- movies without their parents in attendance. 

rre shall try out this program during August and unti l school 
starts in September The program is intended only to help the 
parents of Boston by offering daytime and early evening activities 
for the younger children . We ask that the parents let us know through 
the block managers whether the program is succeeding. If in your 
.-judgement this schedule works out better for your children, we shall 
try to continue it through the winter. Please let us know. 

John .W. Powell, Chief 
Community Management Divis ion 



(Xf i v v m m m m w 

The following memorandum was received by the blocks: 

RECREATION HALL COMMITTEE 

In the past, among those who wishing to use the Recreation Hal ls , 
there have been cases of unnecessary arguments due to the fact 
that there were no definite regulations . Therefore, in order 
to serve the community in the most satisfactorily way and to 
maintain fairness to a l l , the Recreation Hall Committee was 
established by the Local Council of Unit I at their regular meeting 
of the 19th day of Jan . 1944. 

Article I . Committee 

J 

Section 1 -- The Recreation Hall Committee shall consist of 
seven members: One from the Executive Board, 
two from Block Managers and one from Community 
Act iv ity . 

Section 2 -- The Officers of the Organization shall be a 
chairman, general secretary and an advisor. 

Section 3 — The members shall be chosen by the respective 
departments which they represent. 

Section 4-- The term of the committee shallbe one year . 
Section 5 — In absence of a member a successor shall be 

chosen by his respective departments. 

Article I I . Duties and Powers 
Section 1 ft The regulating the use of the Recreation Halls 

shall be vested in this committee. 
» 

Article I I I . Policies 

Section 1 -- Post on Public Schools have the f irst choice 
in use of the Recreation H a l l . 
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Section 2 — Any organization or a representative of an or-
ganization who desire to use, to move into, or 
to change location, shall be /inquired to ob-
tain a permit from the Recreation Hall . 

The Recreation ^al l Committee and its aim have been recognized and 
ac know ledged . 

/ s / Walter Bo Id erst on 
P?£CK n community Activity jDivision Head 

The Recreation Hall Office is at the Executvie Board. 

RECREATION HALL COMMITTEE 

Advisor 
Chairman — 
General Secretay 

•̂fcgjgjy*» "'alter Bolderston 
Kazuma Matsumoto 
Nobuo Matsubara 

Members: Sakuiji Yamada; Shigeru Makino; Asaguma Jo ; 
James Ilurakami; ^ ieki Hayano and Sekizo Yoshikawa 
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As scheduled the meeting of the GLocal Council (March 1, page 

7 , the last paragraph; Msrch 14, page 3 , the fourth paragraph), 

the coi9 and horse chasing took place this morning. It started 

at the north end of the camp at about 8 o 'clock this morning, 

and the participants moved down southward lining up abreast . About 

700 men came out for this work. Although I failed to see any 

horse or cow in the section where I was assigned, it was reported 

to the Agricultural Department that about twenty heaSs of stock 

were chased out of the enclosure. It was also reported that a 

few w\ild horses ran away from one group of men and ran into the 

sections where the chasers had started from. 



Y v w v a. The Relocation Team of Gullum and Pistere presented a movie 
<1/4 At 

program last night in the Auditorium. There were about 

hundred attended, iJ^cj^ . 

As soon as Gullum had finished his speech at the comcdLUsion 

of the movie, M. G. Tom Sakai announced that those who desired 

may leave the hall without hearing the translation of the speech 

in Japanese. Almost a l l the listeners left the hall , and the 

interpreter did not have his opportunity. 
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They accused him of f a i l ing to report the gambling when it had 

been going on for sometime in his block. 



Kawasaki, the Councilman from Block 13, where the gambling 

raid took place, approached Kadowaki and Nishimoto, Police 

Commissioners, this morning, and asked them to drop the o^cfrpe 

against the gamblers. 

Into the conference Sumida, another member of the Police 

Commission, was called -iff. Nishimoto explained what had taken 

place. (Cf February 29 , page l ; March 1, page 1) The Commis-

sioners concurred that the case should be pushed to the fullest 

extent . They agreed that they could not back down now. 

The Commissioners lectured Kawasaki as tb the duties of 

a Councilman. They scolded him that a Councilman should support 

the work of the Police Department and the Police Commission. 



^ The Maryknoll Girls Club sponsored a benefit picture show 

at the shhool auditorium on March 17, to raise its fund . The 

feature picture was ''Between Us G i r l s ' . The girls charged an 

admission of twenty-five cents a person. 

Father Clement offered to the g irl who sold most tickets 

a prize of War Bond, but the girls who undertook to sell the ticket 

among the residents balked on the idea. They insisted they did 

not want a w&t Bond, but wanted something else for a prize . Father 

Clement was perplexed to explain away why they did not want i t . 



? 

Murakami reported on the Committee for the Recreation He l i e , 

whioh met on February 5 for the f i rst time. The committee elected 

i . ilatsuaoto of the Executvie Boar<?|t o the chairmanship, who row Id 

also act as the Executive Secretary of the Committee. He sfceted 

that the group was at present framing the duties and paper. The 

members agreed that they would keep the various activities now 

oppupying the Recreation Halls undisturbed. 



Nomura announced th6 personnel for the Gomr.ittee for Re-

p t . creation Halls as folloms: Yamada of Block ft and calcino of 

Y f e ^ C X j Block 21 representing the Council , Murakami of Block o(& and 

Jo of Block 52 representing the Block * anagers, K# ilataumoto 

representing the Executive Board, Ilayano for the Department of 

Education , and Yosbioka for the Community A c t i v i t i e s . 



I was called upon to make a report on the formation of the 

committee on Recreation Halls ( O f : January 19, page 4 , the last 

o ft -w paragraph; . Sumida and I were named by the managers to represent 

them on the committee, but we refused to accept the post, because 

we were over burdened with pzork of the various committee of which 

we are members. I insisted that some of the ne?* Managers should 

draw the assignment. Sakai was instructed to appoint the repre-

sentatives by the next meeting. 



The Block Managers of Unit I held a "'get-together9 party 

tonight in the Block 32 Messhall . They also invited their s ta f fs . 

There were about 110 present, among them Mr. and Mrs, Len Nelson, 

ire- Ralph Qelvin , Mr. and Irs. Snelson. Talents ^ere assembled 

from a l l over the camp for entertainment. The Caucasian guests 

•'cut up 7 with the evacuees and a l l enjoyed to the utmost. A l l 

agreed that It m s the best and livtest party in the Poston his-

tory. X acted as the i". 0 . for the party. 



Nomura brought up the question of the jurisdiction over 

fteoreation ¿al ls (Of* January tO , page Janaary 16 , page 1) 

Nomura asked me to explain the history of fight over Recreation 

Halls in Unit I from the time of our a r r i v a l . I related it 

as I had recorded in my Journal for January / 0 . Oka mo to be-

lieved that the duty of adjustment and supervision should be-

long to the Executive Board. (Another expression of Okamoto3a 

grudge against Nagai ) Kagal expressed that it vould be better 

handled by an independent committee. X supported Nagai by say-

ing that to adjust and readjust occupancy of Recreation Halls 
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is a tremendous task , because one organization with a p r i v i l e g e 

would not give up such a priviledge without a hitter struggle, and 

another organization seeking a p r i v i l e g e would fight for suoh 

a p r i v i l e g e streneously. Any board or committee which undertakes 

^such a task would be the object of severe criticisms and accusa-

tions , aithuught they might be unjustified ^ ^ unfair , from the 

disatisfied s ide . Unless we want to weaken the Exectuvie Board, 

X argued, we should not ask the Board to handle this assignment. 

I mentioned the d i f f iculty of finding a place for the 'Aoy Shop 

and the Executive Board had attempted to move it into the Block 

42 Recreation H a l l . The attempt was frustrated by the residents 

of neighboring blocks , who had the place set aside for the Tailor-

ing School. These people were agitated and aroused by the at-

tempt, because they thought the Executive Board was trying to take 

the Hall away from them and thought that they did not have much 

chance (being women mostly) to a successful fight for it 

against the Board. The students of the Tailoring School went 

<L 

around from fripds to f±lends asking their sympathy by present-

ing their version of the issue , which was advantageous to them. 

Instead of fighting in the open against the Executive Board, these i women students went around accusing the Executive Board as a 
a*? 

dirty schemer who was trying to take away in^ underhanded manner 

boa,*7 
soemthing which had, given to the school. The controversy was 

A 

settled without becoming a political issue as the Board withrew 

its negotiation with Block 42 for the use of its Ha i l . 

issagai added that the matter over R e c r e a t i o n Halls is very 

de l icate ; it is best to be handled by some independent group, in-

dependent of any political t i e . 

Oka.noto asked me what the blocks would do without some 
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places for the block kids to play . I replied that most of Re-

creation Halla are occupied by some a c t i v i t i e s or school anyway. 

But as soon as this committee Is organized the Block Managers w i l l 

ask for a priority for at least one third of each Recreation Hall 

wherever it Is f e a s i b l e . 

Okamoio made a motion that a committee be created to sd-

3uat /?md supervise, and administer matters concerning the Re-

creation Halls in Unit I . Such a committee shall be composed of 

two representatives from the Local Council , two from the Block 

iVianagers, one from the Department of Education, one from the Di-

vision of the Community A c t i v i t i e s , and one from the Executive 

Board • Its funotions and power shall be prescribed by said com-

-for-

mittee an approval by the i^ocal Council . The motion was 

seconded and carried unanimously. 



JANUARY 2 — ^ 

There were drunks seen a l l over the camp yesterday. Over-

abundance of drunkards was one difference noticeable this year com-

pared to the last New Year ' s Day. 

Almost a l l blocks (exceptions were Block 36 and Block 59 as far 

as I can f i n d out) held stag parties where drinks were served. It was 

reported that the parties usually served home brew sake. However 

private homes served smuggled in whisky, g i n , and rum, whisky being 

rather scarce. 

Fist f ights were reported in several blocks yesterday. In 

Block 5 9 , residents took over the messhall voluntarily to give the 

regular staff a day to rest . Some men of the volunteer crew objected 

to having volunteer women and refused to work with the women as un-

lucky from the beginning of year , A big squabble in the block re-

sulted from this objection. 

In Block 38 gamblers got into a fight over a game in the early 

hour. 



k 

(La^a^i The Red Gross chapter reported to the Council that the net 

Y I A ^ W 

Out of this amount newspapers and magazines were ordered for the 

tuberculosis patients . (Women patients were supplied with woolen 

ye«ms to knit . Some Councilmen remarked that the tuberculosis 

p a t e n t s were being pampered and s p o i l e d . ) At present, according 

to the statement, there was a balance of 0 3 5 . 8 5 . 

^JL A c c o r d i n 6 t o t h e previously passed resolution a funeral ser-

y x ^ r U ^ vice would be held by the Unit for the Nisei soldiers killed in 

9 act ion . They are Yamamoto of Block 6 and ^h&omitsu of 

Block 22* In order to make preparations for the funeral the fol-

lowing persons were selected for the committee» 

M. dkamoto, M, Suzuk i , Unit Administrator Sumida, Supervisor 

Nishimoto, Chairman Nagai of the Executive Board, Manager Kakudo 

of Block 22, Manager Ho**ita of Block 6 , Councilman Yoshikawa, 

and Councilman Frank Okamoto. 

The operation of the Trading Post was agreed to be resumed 

from the second Sunday in September. Hereafter it would be held 

twice a month — • the second and the fourth Sundays. 
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The Red Gross chapter here was entirely neglected during the 

^ visit of the Spanish representative. Takahashi and his group 

are suspecting that this was done intentionally. They are very 

angry at the Community Council clique . 
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A i j iro Takahashi of the -Red Gross sent the following letter 

to Nishimoto in coneiEect ion with the proposed scheme to clean up 

the Poston Councils. (Of : June 22 , page 1) 

Poston, Arizona 
June ?3rd , 1944 

Mr. R . Nishimoto 
Block 45 - 2 - C 
Poston, Arizona 

My dear Mr. Nishimoto: 

Thank you very kindly for your attendance at the recent 

meet ing. 

An increasing number of residents of the same sentiment 
are continuing to participate actively , thus pointing to a very 
favorable outcome. 

I am fully confident of the positive success of our stand 
in the matter ancfof its neat execution. 

Notwithstanding obstacles, I know that a great many persons 
are backing our enterprise and eagerly awaiting its successful 
conc lus ion. 

I myself am engaging actively toward our desired ends and 

carrying through a f u l l share of responsibil ities . 

Trusting that you, too, wi l l redouble your efforts to the 

achievement of our objective, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

/ a / A i j iro Takahashi 
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The following articles were printed in the Poston News, 

the Red Gross publ icat ion , in its A p r i l 14th issue« (C f : March 

2 9 , page 2 , the last paragraph and the following pages) 

R G Execttive Comm. Meeting 

With representatives from Units I , I I & I I I , a special R G 
Executive Comm. Meet was held on March 24 at the Blk . 30 O f f i c e . 
Important matter r e . R G Personnel , Ghap. A c t i v i t i e s and future 
operating plans were discussed in addit ion to draft ing of recom-
mendations r e . the above nhieh were submitted for Project Direc-
tor M i l l s ' approval . 

Annual Meeting 

Highlighting the termination of the 1943 F i s c a l y e a r , An-

nual Meetings of the local Chapter were held simultaneously 

in a l l 3 Units on Saturday , the 25th of March, 1944 . 

Decis ions rendered at the R G Exec . Gomm. Meet held on 
March 24th were unanimously approved and upheld by attending 
members. The Exec . Comm. was also empowered to take whatever 
steps necessary to negotiate f i n a l settlement of pending matters 
r e . R G Personnel , status & future operating plans of the org . 

New R G Exec . Comm. Members for the 1944-45 year were 

e lected . Complete reports covering R C A c t i v i t i e s & Finances for 

the past year were submitted and approved by the meets. 

In expressing APPRECIATION for services rendered by R G 

Exec / Gomm. O f f icers & Members, a resolution of thanks was pro-

posed and passed. 

The Red Gross Personnel Has Been Reduced 50 % 

In compliance with the sharply reduced Community Management 
D i v i s i o n a l quota for the quarter beginning A p r i l 1st , the local 
Red Cross Personnel ( 1 6 ) has been reduced by 50^ to a toáal 

of 8 WRA paid workers , whose t i t les have also been trans-

ferred to the Community A c t i v i t i e s Sect ion . 

To meet the needs of the Poston residents in carrying on 
its continued program of SERV.ICE, the R G Executive Committee 
has been authoritzed to appropriate funds for the employment of 
add it ional s t a f f workers as There deemed essent ial in the 3 
Unit O f f i c e s . Chapter byQlaws provide that necessary adjustment 
for appropriations can be made without a lter ing the approved 
Chapter Budget. 

''The transfer to Community A c t i v i t i e s of the t it les of those 

(8 R C Workers) remaining on the WRA payroll is purely nomi-

n a l " (Dr . Powell ' s memo of March 3 1 s t ) . Present Red Cross 

O f f ices w i l l be retained in the three Units status unchanged 

with essent ial E C Services to be maintained at the level as 

per expectation its Community Membership. 
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Red Gross wil l continue to supervise the l / fe Guards, although 
the latter has been off icially designated within the Community 
Activities Section. 



? n m r n m r n • 

John Powell came to see me in my apartment this morning, 

(•fhis is the f irst time that he sought my advice . I suspect 

Wed Spicer 's work in t h i s . ) He said he was greatly worried about 

the Red Gross situation and wanted my advice as to what course 

he should take. He explained thus. The original instruction 

from Washington was to reduce its staff to eightjeaployees through-

out the three camps, and to place it under the Family Welfare 

Section . (At present it is under the Community Activities and 

Service division on an equal footing o f f ic ia l ly with the Family 

Welfare S e c t i o n . ) Under the old system the Red Cross has eleven 

employees in Unit I and three each in Unit I I and Unit I I I . 

Chairman Ai]lro Taka&ashi balked on the plan to work under the 

Family Welfare Section and requested to keep the present status . 
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This was granted after conferring with Washington. Secondly, the 

Life Guards requested to work out of the Red Cross instead of 

coming under the Family Welfare. This was granted also . (Cf : 

c% 

March 27, page 3 ) Then as to.thdrd request from the Red Sross 

Powelljriid not know what to do. The Red Cross proposed three al-

ternatives to retain its present personnel ( i b i d ) . At present 

the Red Cross was doing many works which d«!r not righfully belong 

to the prescribed work or duty of a Red Cross chapter as originally 

granted by the WRA, Powell reasoned. It was doing some works 

which belonged to the Family Welfare Section according to the 

WRA instruction. Some of its works were overlapping with the Hos-

pital and the Family Welfare Section, and some others sere supple-

menting those departments. If Powell decided to prohibit the Red 

Cross from those act iv it ies , the Red Cross could carry on its 

'real duty ' by those eight persons as specified by the WRA. If 

Powell conceded to let the Red Cross have the neumber of persons 

independently or through the WRA 

requested^, it would mean that he was granting off icially the Red 

Cross to perform those act iv it ies . The WRA was getting on Fowell 

to reinforce the Family Welfare Department^ performie^ its well 

defined duties , which were partly or totally performed by the 
0 

Red Cross. In other words, Jewell stated, it was a dilemma whether 

to keep the Poston Red Cross to remain as an "institution or 

to reduce it into a typical Red Cross chapter found in other 

centers . 

I told him that his view as he stated was based on the 

WRA and, ''You came to me, because you wanted to get a realistic 

point of view based on the conditions in Poston. The Red Cross 

in Poston was an institution well intrenched in the community l i fe . 

Its reputation had been established and its accomplishemnts were 
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appreciated by the residents . Its looking after of the internees' 

families and its endeavors to rejoin the families were well recog-

nized . Its handling of mails to and from Japan Metre greatly ap-

preciated by the residents . 'Don't- forget that these duties are 

performed for the I s s e i , who compose the opinion forming element 

of the community. The Issei had been enourmously ingratiated by 

the Red Cross. The community knows how hard it worked and is 

working for the aged people p f 

"And don't- forget , " I went on, rthat the Family Welfare Sec-

tion cannot handle the works which are carried by the Red Cross 

but which should be handled by that department under the "?RA manu-

a l . Your Family He Ifare Section w i l l be certain to muddle and 

bungle up the whole thing. It w i l l make a mess out djf i t . r 

Powell agreed on th is . Miss Butler , the chief counselor of 

a 

the Family Welfare Section was. strict adherent to the WRA regu-

lations and her staff was not equipped to handle the evacuees either . 

Powell agreed that if the Family Welfare Section fa ltered , the 

Presidents would certainly focus their attacks and criticisms 

against the WRA comparing "the good old days of the Red Cross.'" 

Powell said he did not want that. I told him that the Family 

Welfare Section was not- popular with the evacuees because of 

its o f f i c i a l flavor and because of its s t a f f . Powell said he 

knew that . He said that the evacuees with domestic troubles were 

going to the Red Cross rather than to the Family Welfare Section. 

I asked him whether he believed that he could stop them from 

going to the Red Cross and directing them to the Administration. 

He said he could not ; they would continue to go to the Red Gross. 

''Then how would the community react toward the Administration? 7 

I asked. I know, ' Powell repl ied . 
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'Timing of the Red Cross is p e r f e c t , ' I told Powell. "Now 

it had completed its fund drive . I understand thejresult was toery 

satisfactory, although I don't know how much it took in . iMow 

there is a general dissatisfaction against the T7rRA. For the re-

location policy and the Nisei draft the WRA is taking the blame. 

We have this reduction of employment. Unrest is noticeable every-

BhBE6. The trouble with the Managers has "begun. A l l these troubles 

and grievances wil l be fused into one general attack against 

the Administration. And when that happens ,̂ 0-od knows what . " 

Powell was worried that the Nisei draft unrest would be 

fused with the employment troubles and would come out as an agi-

tation against the United States and the draft . He said he had 

to stop that, and the leaders should see to it that it did not 

happen. The leaders were watching carefully at present, but they 

did not know how long they could keep it so, I warned him. 

As a solution of the Red Cress diff icultv I suggested Powell 

hire the five extra persons from its own fund. ?,iYou tell them 

that you have to negotiate with the WRA to get the staff of thirt-

een persons. It takes time to get ok from Washington, you tell 

them. Meanwhile, you should tell them, 'You and I w i l l work 

and fight together against Washington to get what you want. ' 

Then you w i l l have the Red Cross on your side against Washington. 

It would be much better for Poston than having you as a symbol 

of the WRA to whom a l l criticisms wil l be directed.1'' 

Powell liked the idea, but he said , he was sure that 

Washington wtbdld not like i t . But he would suggest to Takahashi 

to appeal to \inc le Harold'' (Secretary Ickes) , and he would pro-

h***'7 
mise.at the same time fro him that he would appeal to Myer. 

only 

to take the second proposal to permit 

A 
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it^it rtn i i 

The Red Gross chapter held a meeting of the members in the 

afternoon on March 25 . One of the major topics on the agenda 

was to plan a countermeasure for reduction of employment in the 

personnel, which had been ordered by the WRA along with other 

departments. Much accusations of the WRA policy have been aaired 

by the members present. They argued for breaking away from 

the 'VKA and making it an independent agency. They favored the 

idea , because it would not be accountable to the project and 

would have a free hand in mapping out its a c t i v i t i e s . In fact 

it ha J many plans in its ambitious expansion progi/n^ and its 

progress h a ^ been retarded by the tTRA r u l i n g s . However, an 

argument that there should be some other alternative plans toorked 

out before severing its ties with the WRA, and the independence 

should be used as the last resort . An independent agency would 

mean a complete sustenance by the evacuees, and it would over-

tax them. 

The following three plans were worked out (The Red Gross 

quota was cut from thirteen to £ i g h t . ) 
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1. To ask for extra five persons, i . e . to keep ^riginQl 

thirteen men. 

2 . To keep the men alloted by the WRA and to pay 

for the five extra men from its own fund. 

3 . To declare itself independent and pay the operating 

expense from the fund raised by the recent fund drive. 

away from pro-American a c t i v i t i e s . " They expressed their con-

tention that the WRA would not dare to abolish^ the chaper, which 

had been chartered by the American Red Gross Headquarters. If 

the WRA tampered with the Red Gross, it would incur wrath of 

the Headquarters. 

Ghariman Takahashi was instructed to take these three pro-

posals to John Powell. 

Under the new WRA instruction Life Guards were transferred 

under the Family Welfare Department. They had been working out 

of the Red Gross at the former set up. The Life Guards cir-

culated a petition among them asking Powell to allow them to 

remain under the Red Gross. 

4 
The members favored th£ 121 plan, because it could break 



m r n m m r n 

The community has been commenting adversely on the news 

that the Canadian N i s e i in Toronto , who had been evacuated from 

the Pac i f ic Coast , refused to accept the g i fts of Shoyu, MISO, 

t e a , e t c . , from the Japanese Red Cfcoss. The grounds for r e f u s a l 

were , as reported by some informed res idents * Vvltow ; 

1. That the Canadian N i s e i are loyal tcMJ^nada. 

2 . T h a t the p u r p o s e of g i f t is to gaitf sympathy and to 

c r e a t e the s e n s e of l o y a l t y to J a p a n . 

3 . That they are for democracy and want to oppose a l l the 

Axis aggressors . 

The residents here are c r i t i c i z i n g them as ingrates and 

insulting their mother country. 

D u r i n g the t i m e the g o o d s w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d h e r e , t h e r e was 

some p r o t e s t s , a l t h o u g h not s e r i o u s , a g a i n s t g i v i n g them t o 

n 

the evacuees from Imperial V a l l e y , because they had denounced 

their ties with Japan publicly soon after the outbreak of the 

war . 



V w t ^ 

c x 

Paul Takeda or the Red U W d s T T x ^ S f f i e ^ o n t h e contemplated 

drive for its fund . (Of : March 1, page 6 ) The Block Managers 

were asked to act as the Captains for their respective blocks 

for the drive . They were requested to meet with the Red Cross 

o f f ic ia ls tomorrow night to work out details for the dr ive . 



Y A CUN- \ 

d fy- j4 cj: _ $ ,14 ii • 44 

A regular bi-weekly meeting of the i^ocal Council was field 

from 1 : 30 P . M. in the conference room of the Unit Administration 

Bu i ld ing . 

Takeda of the R e d Cross r e v e s t e d -^tJT approva l / ^g / the Council 

for its fund d r i v e . He explained as fol lows : The quota for 

this year was set at $>3597.55. Last year the drive netted to 

this chapter $ 6 3 5 4 , besides the donation of some eight hundred 

dollars to the nat ional Headquarters . There is a balance of 

§ 2 7 5 2 . 4 5 from the last f i s c a l year . The money raised here would 

be mostly used here . In case the goal is surpassed, the excess 

would be sent to the Headquarters. If the goal is not reached , 

at least 50 percent of the money donated by the Apointed Personel 

would be turned over. During the past year , this chapter received 

considerable material supposts from the Headquearters, which 

might be evaluated around $ 1 5 0 0 . In the last drive the appointed 

personel donated ^ 1 1 2 3 . 

Takeda presented the itemized particulars for the ne* budget. 
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Stationery and Office Supplies $1200 
Public Information (Publication) 200 
Red Cross iear Book 500 
Communication 250 
Fixture and Equipment 200 
Misc. 200 

Home Service 100 
Home Nursing Class 200 
First Aid Class 300 

(Swimming Instruction, j_,ife Guard Training) 
Volunteer Service 100 
Public Health 200 
Blood Typing (new project};- 200 
Nutrition Service (new project-^- 200 
Accident Prevention 400 

Disaster and Distress Relief Fund 1000 
«junior Red Cross 400 
Misc. 200 

Reserve 400 

Takeda announded that the f inancial report for the last 

year would be announced at the general meeting of the members 

at the end of this month. 

The Red Cross drive was approved by the ^ocal Council. 

Nomura reported that those who could not go to Tule ^a ke 

last October (maternity and hospital cases) would be leaving 

tomorrow flight for the segregation center. Seventy-three pee-

sons would be leaving in two Pullman cars, of which 23 are 

from Unit I . 

Okabe of the Agriculture Department reported that the wire 

fence on the Colorado River side had been completed to Unit I I I . 

Now it was necessary to chase f looks/f^cj/w iId horses out of 

the inclosure. Rupkey had suggested to get every able resident 

out one day and chase the animals out. The Council approved 

to set one day in the near future as a Project holiday, and to 

chase the animals to Unit I I , whence the people of the other 

Units would take up the work chasing. 
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The plan called for the residents to line up about 5 or 10 

feet apart at the north end of the project boudary line, and to 

move southward keeping abreast. 

m m m m i m 



Okamoto reported on the communication foom the Red Croas, 

poston Chapter, asking approval of the Council for the Red Croas 

fund dr ive . In 1943 the Red Cross here collected $ 6 4 3 3 . 2 7 , while 

* r its goal waa$5650, the City Manager reported. Aa there is a 

: balance of aome two thouaand dol lars , its goal for 1944 haa been 

set at Q 3 5 9 7 . 5 5 . Several Councilmen requested Itemized accounta 

of ita expenditurea the past year , before It would pass an 

approval. Okamoto promised that he would reciuest the Red Croas 

to present the written report In the next meeting. 



f<3 The gtfdfl (Shoyu, Ml so , tea , e to . ) sent by the Red Qroaa 

of Japan were distributed to the blocks according to the plan 

approved by the Local Council and the Block Managers. 

In the evening alaost a l l the blocks held meeting of the 

Issei to determine how they should be distributed among the 

blook rés idants . 



A regular bi-weekly meeting of the Local Council was held 

this afternoon in the conference room of the Unit Administration 

Bu i Id ing . 

Okamoto reported on the d istr ibut ion of the goo<fls sent by 

the Japanese Red Cross . (See Sumida's report in the Ianagers ' 

meeting yesterday . ) 



I iT 
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Sumida, who represented the Block Managers on the committee 

to receive and distribute the goods from the Japanese RPd Gross, 

reported on the result of the committee meeting. The merchandises 

received by Poston were as follows: ( C f : February 9 , page 3) 

500 kegs of Shoyu, 60 boxes of tea , 27 barrels of r i s o , anl as-

sorted medicines (84 jars of ^ k a m o t o , 395 cans of Is an , 180 

boxes of Ozo , e t c . ) 

Shoyu and Mlso would f irst be distributed to the Old Folk 

Home in Gamp I I and the Poston General Hospital (to the tuber-

culosis patients only . ) Then the rest would be distributed 

in proportion to the population of the blocks as of February 11, 

1944. As to the dispostion of the drugs, the Japanese doctors 

would be consulted. 





n 

ff An emergency meeting cf the Local Gouncil was held this 

afternoon in the conference room of the I n i t Administration 

Bui ld ing . It was called with a specific purpose of selecting 

representatives for the committee to receive and distribute the 

goods sent on the Gripsholm by the Japanese Red Gross. 

John Powell is in charge of the matter and asked the Com-

munity Jouncil to send a body hi representatives to receive them. 

Okamoto reported that the Community Council met on this request 

of Powell and decided to ear-impose such a committee as follows : 

Three men from the Local Council of Unit X, two each from Unit I I 

and Unit I I I Councils , one each from the Block Managers of each 

U n i t . The Committee would meet in the presence of Project Hills 

to decide how to distribute them. The City manager asked the 

-fnU 
Council todecide whether such a committee should have the; autho-£ 4 

¿ity to distribute them to the blocks , or should^ be confined mere-

ly to receive them. He also asked whether the committee should 

wait unti l the remaining ISO kegs of Shoyu be trace*/ and received 

should the Council decide to let go ahead to d istribute . 

Okamoto informed the Council that Powell had requested to 

include in the conference i l l s , Burge, Pressman and himself . 

Okamoto had objected to so many Caucasians being present and had 

limited to Powell and Ml lift* 

The State Department had sent an instruction, Okamoto re-
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ported, that the goods must be given to the Japanese nationals 

only , that the food must not be used in the messhalle , and that 

the drugs must not be used in the hospital . 

T . Matsumoto corrected Okamoto on his report regarding the 

instructions of the State Department. He stated that he had seen 

the letter . It instructed, according to Matsumoto, that the food 

might be used in the messhalls if the Japanese nationals had donated 

them, and that the drugs might be used in the hospital if they 

were kept separate from other drugs , having been specif ically 

noted that they had been sent from the Japanese Red Gross. 

Nomura expressed that Powell wanted three things done by 

the committee: 

1* To find ways of using the drugs . 

2 . To devise a plan of distributing the Shoyu, Miso, and tea . 

3 . The committee must sign a rece ipt . 

domination was ordered by the Chairman. The following Coun-

cilmen were nominated: 

©kamoto, J a g a i , Kawasaki, T . Matsumoto, Oka.be, Yukawa, 

Sasak i , Tsuneyoshi, and Yoshikawa. 

The following persons were elected by secret votes: 

M. Wagai — IB votes , M. Okamoto -- 17 votes, and Okabe — 

13 votes . :he too next hightests , T . Matsumoto with 10 votes 

and Kawasaki with 10 votes , were chosen as the alternates . 

Hagai asked the Councilmen whether the decision of the 

representatives would be acountable as their own responsibility 

or the entire Council would take a reponsibility for the decis ion . 

This was too great a task , Kagai complained, and he did not 

wish to make a plan of d istribution . The committee, according 

to wagai f s point of view, should merely received the goods. 



FEBRUARY 9 — ( 4 ) 

Nishtjima suggested that the committie should not onljr receive 

the goods but also study the way and means of d istributing them 

to the blocks . The Council , he stated , should take a joint 

responsilibity for whatever the committee would decide^ . 

Okamoto expressed that the Committee should report back 

to the Council what they had decided , then, the Council would 

approve or disapprove the dec is ion . By such approval the Council 

would be made responsible for any pj.an of d istr ibut ion . 

T . Matsumoto believed that the matter should be sent back 

to the blocks so that the Issei in each block could decide what 

to do with the goods. 

¡>j. .iagai reported that he had received a petition from 

a group of Issei women. It reouested that the goods should be 

distributed according to the block population, counting each 

resident^ above 15 years of age as one unit and each one younger 

than IS as one third of an u n i t . 

Matsumoto stated that he had heard demands among the resi-

dents that they should be distributed in proportion to the 

number of Issei in each block , as had been specified to be 

given to the Japanese nationals . 

is hi J ima argued that both Issei and the Nisei Erre here 

alike and no distinction should be ma&e between them. 'After 

a l l they are the children of the I s s e i . It would be a very good 

idea to make them f e e l warmness and kindness of the Japanese 

government in that our mother country is thinking of Crafts the 

iiisei^at this cr i t ica l time. 

Okamoto suggested that the committee should received what 

had arrived here without waiting for the r e s t . This suggestion 

was adopted by the r e s t . 
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Oka mot o further expressed his intention that he - on Id re-

quest the committee to rake two or three r^opose Is of jHstrilpu-

tion , f/^jm ^hich the Issei meetings in the blocks should decide . 

The matter of the Japanese gifts was belted at this point - ith 

the satisfaction of those present. of Flock P had been 

f iguring out how many persons must share one keg of Shoyu. He 

reported that SB persons must share one keg. 

Sano of the Food Committee was asked by one Councilman 

whether the Kitchen "orkers /ssofcciation " ad been orr nized . Sano 

replied that the organization was in the process of org* r' zpi ion. 

He also reported that an organization a l l inclusive of the k i t t e n 

workers was too large and intended to form aH group of the cooks, 

who would be cabled in a meeting this Fridayjto discuss sundry 

matters affecting them. 
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that the shoyu, tea , miso, and drugs arrived here from the Japa-

nese Red Gross. lie requested the Managers to elect one man to 

serve on the committee wh&cti was to receive the goods and^plan 

ways of distributing them to the residents . The 'tenagers requested 

Sum id a and Nishimoto to pick out one man from themselves. lishi-

moto chose Sumida, who was approved by the Managers. 

Okamoto then requested the Managers to select a represen-

tative to the committee which was to discuss the plan for a memo-

r i a l service for Sergeant Shiroki (Unit I I I ) , who had been killed 

in action while serving with the 100th Battalion in I taly . This 

was the first casualty from Boston, and the Community Council 

wanted the committee to set a rule for such casualties to follows 

from now. Nishimoto named Saauga of Block 2 and the se&ection 

was approved by the lianagers. 



mm -am 
V I 

The Red Cross issued the following memorandum to the 

Block Managers! 

To the Block Managers % \ 

A • Red Cross Accident Prevention Campaign Week 
February 7th to 12th inc lus ive . 
1 . Active participation and cooperation to Red 

Cross requested during the Campaign Week. 

2 . Inspection and check-up äf a l l e lectriqj * 1 
applicances , w i r i n g , e t c , reruested . Necassary 
repairs m i l l be made by competent persons within 
Block , or by maintenance Dept . as reported through 
the Block Manager Supervisor . 

3 . 'Check List of Hazards* as attached , w i l l be dis-
tributed thru Schools , to be checked carefully 
in each home, by parents . 

4 . R e f i l l s for First Aid Kits in a l l B lk . ügp. O f f s ; 
w i l l be made by Red Cross from February 8 t h , ' 4 4 
Kindly c a l l at our Off ice with the attached Re-
quis it ion sheet , f i l l e d according to your needs. 

B . Registration & Enrollment for RC Home Nursing First A i d . 
1 . Refer to announcement in attached RC Hews. 
2 . This w i l l be the last opportunity to take the 

valuable Course under the instruction of ARC 
Itinerant nurse , Miss Catherine Ymaguchl. Con-
Clüding her months asslgnement upon completion of 
these c lasses , she w i l l depart from Poston. 

3 . First A i d : Pre-class Registrat ion , as of annce. 

4 . Registerings (on sepatate sheet , as follows) 

imi or F A : " F u l l name, Address , Glass (Japanese or 
English c lass ) 

C . L istr ibution of Red Cross l e w s . 
1 . Red Cross w i l l discontinue posting News on Bulle-

tin Boards of each Block due to Manpower shortage. 
2 . Request announcements in Blocks for residents to 

pass on News to each Apt . RC w i l l distribute one 
copy Cf News to each barrack«, (Apart . A ) 

3 . A l l Japan Mail Addressees' Name Lists w i l l be 
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announcer? thru the RC News. Posting of special 
bulletins w i l l be discontinued. A l l residents 
are urged to watch each issue of the RC News for 
Japanese Mail announcements. 

i •¡HMHHMttHHMtft x 

The Post on News of the R ed Cross carried the following ar-

ticle in its February 1st issue: 

The 2nd Annual Poston Red Cross Accident Prevention 
Keek to be observed during February 7th - lfth inclusive, 
marks another Campaign stressing better appreciation and 
and understanding in the Importance of preventing accidents. 
Salients reminders in addition to stipulations of well-
defined , long-time projects in Accident Prevention are 
again being renewed and strengthened by the local Red Cross 
in its general program for safety. The formulation of the 
plan for the forthcoming Campaign Week was made at a meeting 
of the Accident Prevention Committee representing a cross 
section of the Administrative & Civic departments of the 
Center. Comm. Chrmn. Ray S . Tanaka presided over the group 
at the meet held January 13th at Red Cross Hdqrs. • 

Personal Responsibility plays a major role in erasing 
unsafe practices from our everyday l i f e . Through public 
education in bringing this point home to each and every 
individual , the Accident Prevention program wi l l strive to 
eliminate those hazards in the home and in the community 
which result In the needless but costly loss of lives, 
as well as preventable but serious injuries . 

That American Home Front casualties greatly exceed 
deaths In war zones in clearly revealed in the 1943 Acci-
dent statistics compiled by th6 tiatvl Safety Council. An-
nual deaths cue to accidents in normal times are greater 
than military deaths. The tragic fact is that the greater 
majority of these accidental deaths were preventable. 

Nevada, Arizona, Wyoming, Oregon, Florida , Idaho, 
Washington and California boast the highest accident per-
centages, respectively. This ranking was determined In 
a nation-wide survey conducted recently . New York and 
Louisiana occupy the lowest percentage bracket of the en-
tire nation. 

Boston records ¿15 major aocidents treated in 1943 
in the local Out-patient Dept. Inclusion of minor cases 
boosts this total to 4 0 0 . A break-up of the former figure 
reveals the following: 

Burns * 46 
Fractures 40 
Contusions 36 
Sprains 34 
Lacerations 9 

Five is Poston1s fatal accident death-rate and is slightly 
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lower than the national rate . Statistics are 2 

Drowning 
Auto-traffic 

Electric Shock 

3 
1 
1 

As a Pre- Campaign Activity , the Poston I Elenentarjpehool1 s 
January 21st--assembly presided over by JRC. Teacher-Spon-
sor, Miss Tamura, carried the Acc . Prev. theme thruout the 
entire performance. Highlighting program was the presen-
tation of brilliant Junior Red Cross Arm Emblems to its 
representatives by Miss Breeze, principal . 

Special Assmeblies in a i l 3 Unit Schools are scheduled 
for Accident Prevention Wk. Cash awards w i l l &o to win-
ners of the Poster Contest under sponsorship of the Ponton 
I High JRC Council . A l l High School students of Unit I 
are encouraged to participate in the event as individual 
awards w i l l be made to a l l contestants. 

5000 TCheck List 'of Hazards" compiled b^ the Joint 
Red Cross Acc. Prev. Comm. w i l l be distributed to residents 
thru the combined Poston Schools in collaboration with the 
n a t ' l distirbution of 'Common Hazard Check List* forms by 
American Red Gross Hdars. A l l students w i l l be reauested 
to take these home and crefully go over each item with 
parents, before checking. Schools w i l l be responsible for 
returning completed Check List to the local Red Cross 
where these w i l l serve as reference for research. 

A successful, organized Accident Prevention Drive 
w i l l be assured in the collective participation of a l l 
community activity groups contributing their share during 
Campaign Week in tht following ways: 
Cpmptent persons w i l l benotifled thru 31ock Mgr. Supervisor s 
(Iff. to conduct a thorough inspection of electical appli-
ances, wiring , e t c . , within their respective blocks. A i l 
necessary repairs w i l l be made by those appointed by the 
maintenance Dept. in cases in which the former cannot do 
so. 

City Plannlbg Board is being requested to make side-

walks on'main highways within the campsite. 

The Maintenance Dept . w i l l make a check-up of a l l 
street lights, replacing broken globes throughout, the camp. 

The Public Health Dept is giving treatments for animal 
bites and w i l l dispose of stray cats and dogs, properly. 
This w i l l greatly relieve the community of Its prevailing 
stray animal situation. 

The Police Department w i l l see -H^the strict enforcement 
of intra as well as inter camp traffic regudations. Pe-
destrians w i l l be cautioned to walk on the left side of 
the road, against t ra f f ic . 

m m m m m 
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Takeda of the Red Cross explained that the Poaton Chapter 

is undertaking Accident Prevention Campaign ^eek . The d eta i l 

is given in the succeeding pages of this Journal . 
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For the Committee on Recreation Halls representing the 

Block Managers Jo of Block 3? and Murnkami of Block 30 were 

chosen. 

The meeting w£s adjourned in 45 minutes. 
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The Red Gross Issued the following memorandum to the 

ct-'w-
Block Managers 

January 20 , 1944 

Please note that a l l Red Gross messages from Japan w i l l 
hereafter be listed in English instead of being printed 
in Japanese as it has been done up to this time. 

The shipment of g i fts w&ich arrived on the Gripshoim from 

the Japanese Red Gross w i l l also be received in Poston 

soon. The allotment for this Center has been designated 

a 13 follows : 

680 kegs 
200 kegs 

27 barrels 

Kikkoman Shoya 
Kikkoman Bhoyu for Internees' families 

Miao 
Assorted medicine 

The local Red Gross is now contacting the Santa Fe Deten-
tion Stationlin order to see whether any Japanese records 
or magazines1 which also arrived on the Grlpshoim can be 
made available for residents . Butoile announcement w i l l 
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be made as soon as a reply Is received from the Santa 

Pe Gamp. 

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
Poston, Arizona 
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The Poston ^ew8 of the Red Gross here had the following 

article in its January 12th is regarding the recent tuber-

culosis seal d r i v e . 

Report on the sale locally of seals for the tuberculo-

sis fund , of the proceeds of which one half is to be 

sent to the Arizona State tuberculosis fund , and one half 

is to be retained for Poston tuberculosis work, is given 

here . 
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Red Cross Office 3 1 . 1 0 
£?irl Csouts No report received 
Boy £couts 3 9 . 1 0 
Fujiyfcai (^omen's Clubs0 108 .40 
Junior Red Cfcoss (Incomplete) 76 .34 

Sr . High School (Inc&pplete) 17 .00 
j r . High School 3 6 . 4 7 
Elementary School 22 . 87 

Hospital (Miss Rood) 63 . 13 
Administration 12.16 
Unit I I (Incomplete) 6 3 . 7 9 
Unit I I I 70 . 57 

TOTAL FOR POSTON (incomplete) ¥64 .59 

Use of part of the Poston TB fund to buy phonographs 
and Japanese records, has been planned* So far one pho-
nograph i M / H H M i f / H M M t / i r i has been purchased. At 
least one more phonograph and Japanese records are needed. 
Persons willing to sell phonograph or Japanese records 
are asked to bring them to any of the RO Offices here. 

m m ^ m 


