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Transmission of Official Announcements 

On December 17, 1944, Major General H. C. Pratt, the Com-

manding General of the Western Defense Command, issued Public 

Proclamation No. 21 , by which he rescinded the various military 

orders excluding approximately 110,000 men, women, and children 

of Japanese ancestry from certain areas such as the State of Calif-

ornia, the western portion of the State of Oregon, the western 

portion of the State of Washington, etc. Conconfciitant with this 

military decision, D . S . Myer, the Director of the WRA, announced 

to the residents of the WRA centers that these various centers, 

other than Tule lake, would be closed after six months and within 

one year from Janurary 2, 1945, the date on which Public Procla-

mation No. 21 becomes effective. 

At the Colorado River Relocation C er, these two announce-

Director Duncan Mills received a telephonic message from Director 

Myer informing him that the War Department would announce the 

lifting of the exclusion orders at 2 p . M. Mills was in-

structed by Myer that he should call a meeting of the evacuee leaders 

as soon after the official release of the news as possible in 

order to disseminate the information to the residents. 

Within two|hours after Myer's telephonic instruction^, a little 

after two P .M . , a £eam of five army men arrived at Poston. The 

team was composed of Col. Conger, the head of the team, Ma j . Bon-

pain (check spelling), Ma j . Hitchcock, a sergeant, and a private. 

They had left the presidio, San Francisco, earlier in the morning, 

and had reached Blythe, California, about thirty miles south of 

n 

ments were tr^smitted simultaneously to the residents with a dra-

matic suddenness. About noon December 17 (Sunday), Project 

1 



2 

Poston, on an airplane, where they were met by an army car to be 

escorted to the project. As they arrived on the project, a con-

ference was immediately arranged between Director Mills and Col. 

Conger. The army officer explained to Mills his twofold mission 

as follows: 

1. To officially transmit, as an emissary of the Western 

Defense Command, Public Proclamation No. 21 and. the mili-

tary ^Notice for All Residents of the Center". 

2 . To conduct hearings /fy those whose cases have not been 

determined and of those whose exclusion is to be continued. 

Mills informed Col. Conger that he had received from Myer not only 

the telephonic instruction^ but also a detailed future policy of 

the WRA with the ultimate goal of liquidating the centers. The 

WRA policy announcement with Myer's letter had been sent here 

by airmail several days previously and had been awaiting the 

military proclamation. 

In accordance with Myer's order, Mills called for an emergency 

meeting of the key appointed members and the evacuee leaders to 

be held at 7 P. M . * It was revealed later that the appointed 

personnel generally became aware of the news and of the presence 

of the army team when they gathered in the Personnel Mess Hall for 

the Sunday dinnei at 4 P . M. The evacuees, on the other hand, 

were ignorant of what was to develop rapfidly and drastically soon. 

It was told that a handful of evacuees heard the news over radio 

(There are very few radios among the evacuees. They brought their 

radios at the time of evacuation or they bought them subsequently, 

but many of them are out of commission needing repairs. In Block 

45, for instance, there are approximately ten radios at present, 

but very few listen to the broadcasts nowadays.) around 5 P. M. — * 
A 



some as early as 4 :30 P.M. but they did not believe it aad 

failed to get excited over it . At six o'clock, people here were 

still unaware of the news. About this time, the various earacuee 

leaders were notified by their respective Unit Police Departments 

that they had been cryptically requested by Director Mills to be 

present in his office at 7 P.M. Neither the members of the Police 

Departments nor others who heard of the proposed conference could 

offer any explanation for the meeting, although all of them including 

the leaders realized the urgency of the Project UBirector for 

calling it on the Sunday evening. Some speculated that the meeting 

was called to discuss liquor control in camp, as an Issei of Block 

21 had died earlier in the day for continually drinking for there 

days. (There had been several other police cases involving 

drunkenness in the past two weeks, and many evacuees had been ex-

pecting some sort of administrative action to curb the smuggling 

and the illegal manufacturing of intoxicating liquor.) Some 

others explained that the FBI might have come to Poston and might 

have arrested some prominent evacuee. (They evidently remembered 

that an emergency Saturday evening conference was held in the 

Director's office when George Fuflii had been arrested on seditious 

charges.) 

As the key appointed members and the evacuee leaders assembled 

in Mills' office at seven o'clock and awaited for others to arrive, 

they realized w t h e conference was to be held. M* Okamoto, 

City Manager, remarked, wIt has finally come." S . Sakamoto, the 

Chairman of the Unit I I Local Council, stated, f,We will have a 

lot of work ahead for us . " The evacuees readily accepted the 

news, for after all they had been informed from time to time by 

the Director and others that this was to come soon. Yet ssaasy-
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they showed varied degrees of surprise at f irst . For example, 

Kenji Uyeno, the Unit I I Administrator, expressed reflectingly, 

"First, I expected it to come about September. I don't know 

why. Maybe because somebody told me so. Then, I expected it for 

November 15, soon after the national election. Then, Mr. Roose-

velt made that ambiguous speech. So I figured the thing wan't 

coming for a long time y e t . " 

S . Sakamoto in his usual self-assured manner retorted, "'I've 

always been saying that California will be opened on January l . w 

M. Okamoto, then, dryly retaliated, "Yes. But you also 

said that California was to be opened before November 15 (1944) . 

You also said it was to be December 1 (1944). t f 

About ten minutes after seven o 'clock, Director Mills appeared 

A/j 

in ^he office and aat at his large desk. He solemnly looked 

around the room to see if everyone was present. Those present 

were: 

John Powell, Assistant Director in charge of Contnunity 
Management 

Corlies R . Carter, Relocation Program Officer 
Dorothy tftevick, Assistant to the Relocation Program Officer 
Lou Butler, Counselor, the Family Welfare Section 
Scot Rowley, project Attorney 
Mrs. Pauline Brown, the Reports Officer 
David French, Community Analyst 
Tsuneo Sumida, the Unit I Administrator 
Richard Nishimoto, Supervisor of Block Managers, Unit I 
Minoru Okamoto, City Manager, and Chairman of the Local 

Council, Unit I 
Kenji Uyeno, Unit I I Administrator 
J . Kubota, Supervisor of Block Managers, Unit I I 
Setsugo Sakamoto, Chairman of the Local Council, Unit I I 
/CAA^O Yoshimine, the utait I I I Administrator 
Isaku Kubota, Chairman of the Community Council, and Chair-

man of the Local Council, Unit I I I 

Director Mills opened with a remark, "well , have you heart?" 

"Yes, we've just been informed," one of the evacuees replied. 

"Kubota (the Unit I I Supervisor) says he heard it over radio, but 

he had not had time to do anything with the news." 
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"All right, I ' l l read you the official announcements," 

si^a he. 

Director Mills proceeded to read Public Proclamation No, 21 

and Notice for Al l Residents of the Center from the Headquarters 

of the Western Defense Command. In essence, the Proclamation 

dated December 17, 1944 set forth as follows: 

1. As of midnight, January 2 , 1945, the great majority 
of persons of Japanese ancestry are exempted from the 
provisions of all Public Proclamations, Civilian 
Exclusion Orders andlravilian Restrictive Orders, which 
the Western Defense 'Command issued in 1942 applying 
specifically to them. They are allowed to move freely 
anywhere in the United States that they may wish to go. 

2 . These restrictive provisions shall continue to apply 
to a small portion of the Japanese population. To 
each of those of this class a specific Individual Ex-
clusion Order is to be issued prior to January 2 , 1945. 

3 . Those who are on the free list shall be restricted in 
departing from the Relocation Center until midnight, 
January 20, 1945 in order to avoid confusion and to 
give time for preparations. 

Notice for All Residents of the Center (undated ) issued by 

the Western Defense Command may be summarized as follows: 

Persons of Japanese ancestry are now classified into three 
groups by the Army. They are 

1. Those who are free to move anywhere in the United 
States. 

2 . Those who are regarded as disloyal and potentially 
dangerous to national security are prohibited to 
enter the evacuated areas by Individual Exclusion 
Orders. 

3 . Those whose cases have not yet been determined are placed 
on the temporary suspended l ist . The Army Hearing 
Board is to undertake hearings of these persons be-
ginning December 18, 1944. 

Those on the free list are instructed to remain in the Re-
location Center until midnight, January 20 , 1945 unless 

they have special military permits to lAave in advance. 

Mills, then read Myer's letter to the residents and his 

statement of the future W$A policy, which had arrived here several 
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days previously. (Printed copies of the full text will arrive 

here from Washington in a few days. It will be appended to this 

reported.) In i t , Myer proclaimed the following seven points as 

the basis for the Future WRA policy: 

1. WRA assistance will now be made available for relocation 
in the evacuated area on the same basis as elsewhere. 

2 . All relocation centers will be closed within a period of 
six monfehs to one year affer the revocation of the ex-
clusion orders. No centers, however, will be closed 
without three months1 advance notice to the resièents. 

3 . Essential services at the relocation centers food, 
housing, and médical care will be provided until 
the centers close. Schools will be maintained at the 
centers through the end of the present school year. 

4 . Relocation in areas outside the evacuated zone will 
continue. 

5 . WRA assistance will be extended, within certain limits, 
to previously relocatèd/i and who now wish to return to 
the evacuated area. 

6 . ThBPe will be no further processing of evacuees for leave 
clearance and leave permits will no longer b^e necessary 
for relocation. Relocation assistance, however, will 
be made available only to those whose relocation plans 
are approved by 3JRA. 

7 . Arrangements will be made with appropriate state and local 
agencies to provide public assistance throughout the 
country for those evacuees who are incapable of self 
support. 

Director Mills requested those present in the office to 

announce to the Councilmen and the Block Managers of the three 

Units to assemble in the new High School Auditorium (Block ?6) 

at 3 P.M. plater changed to 2 P . M . ) , December IB. He stated that 

he would read the Proclamation, the N 0 tice , and Myer1 s policy 

statements to the assemblage. He thought the texts were too 

long to be translated into Japanese on a short notice, and re-

quested the Japanese language staff of the poston Chronicle through 

Mrs. Pauline Brown to prepare a translation of the seven points 

stated in Myer1 s Letter. It was decided then that I . Kubota, the 
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Chairman of the Community Council, would read the Japanese trans-

lation at the meeting. A separate instruction fvvm the WRA stated 

that the offical Japanese version of the statements by Myer was 

being printed in Washington in order to avoid variations in trans-

lation. It was told that much confusion resulted in the past by 

letting each project translate an official English text. 

When Director Mills finished reading the official announce-

ments, he asked for general discussion^ of the subject. R. Nishi-

moto began with a sarcastic remark, " I suppose I ought to be 

jumping around in the room with joy. • But I don't feel a bit 

happy. In fact, I feel depressed to hear the announcement of 

Poston's end. I got to like this place." 

Setsugo Sakamoto, a former resident of Fresno with some real 

estate property, followed, " I kinda hate to leave Poston, but I 

guess I have to go as soon as possible. There are others from 

Fresno and the vicinity who would be leaving soon, too» They 

have property which must be taken care of right away. Unless we 

went back soon, we might lose all of our property. After we have 

settled down, others would be able to come back." 

"We'll all go to Central California," interjected Okamoto. 

"Oh, no, " replied Sakamoto immediately. n I f we had too many 

people come to Central California, there are bound to be some 

racial troubles. The best thing to do is to go back to the place 

from which we came." 

"But, what about us?" remarked Yoshimine. " I came from 

San Diego. I don't think I can go back to San Diego. The shortage 

of houses is very serious there. Even if we return, we won't be 

able to find places to live. " 
reactions 

With these opening diaouflsrtoga, a lively discussion followed 
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among the people. They generally agreed that there »ere many 

evacuees who had been planning to return to California or would 

return in the near future. They estimated the number of those 

who would return to the evacueated areas during January, 1945 to 

be about two hundred, although some of them contested that it was 

too optimistic. There was no disagreement, however, on the asump-

tion that the first ones to return would be those with some real 

property in the areas. There would be some people, of course, 

who would return to their former employers as domestics. Those 

without adequate financial means, they believed, would be very 

slow to leave these centers. 

The members of the conference deliberated on the possibilities 

of displacing the present tenants on the evacuees1 property. One 

of them pointed out that many farms had been leased for duration, 

and questioned if it would legally be possible to reclaim the pro-

perty at this time. Another member stated probable difficulties 

of taking over the houses owned by evacuees when they return. It 

would be very difficult for the present tenants of these houses 

to find other houses to move to becuase of the present acute housing 

shortage. Most of the evacuees1 houses had been rented at the time 

of evacuation to their friends for fractions of the prevailing 

rentals, and the tenants would be very reluctant to leave the 

houses and relinquish the benefits. He stated that many of these 

houses had been rented for five and ten dollars a month just to 

have some ones to look after them while the evacuees were gone. 

He cited one case he knew. This Japanese owned a house and a lot 

in Boyle Height of Los Angdles, for which he paid three^ thousand 

dollars in 1935. He is still paying for a mortgage on the house 

to a bank. Although the house is not modern, it is the only pro-

perty he possesses. He has very little savings left now. Recently 
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he applied to the Western Befense Command for a permit to return 

to Los Angeles, He is afraid of losing this property unless he 

worked on the outside and paid the mortgage off . He wrote to his 

Mexican friend, whom he had asked to occupy the hoirse for a monthly 

rental of five dollars. By the tenant's reply^ it was evident 

that he did not wish to move out of the hois e . " I can't blame this 

Mexican," said the narrator, " it ' s very hard to find a house 

now. Besides, where can you find a decent house for five dollars 

a month?" 

Another participant in the discussion pointed out that he 

knew a similar case. This family owned a five-thousand-doliar ' 

dwelling in the same district in Los Angeles. The house had been 

rented for fifteen dollars a month to their Mexican friends. He 

speculated that they would have a difficulty in evicting the Mexi-

c a n s from the house, as they are contemplating to return to their 

home soon. 

The conference members were aware that the displacement of 

farm and residence tenancy by the returning Japanese would create 

a serious problem to such an extent that it might be sublimated 

into racial animosity and agitation. Carter, however, said that 

the WRA had been cognizant of the problem and had been working to 

find a solution, although, he realized, some initial frictions 

would be unavoidable. The WRA probably would require its approval, 

Carter surmised, to any transfer of occupancy as one of the ante-

ceddnt provisions for granting relocation assistance to those re-

turning to the evacuated areas. 

Nishimoto, then, stressed the fact that the WRA would not 

have much difficulty in relocating a few hundred evacuees from 

Poston to the evacuated areas, but the real task wouId ' eom^^^the 
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Relocation Program Officers after the initial stage. "There is 

no problem in relocating those who have been desiring to go to 

California -to do >o," Nishimoto remarked caustically. "'But when 

you try to relocate those who desire to remain here, the problem 

* i l l be drastically different. A great majority of us are inca-

pable of resettling on the outside or at least we believe so. 

If there were no evacuation, we would have been somehow making our 

daily livelihood without depending on tfe governmental assistance. 

But now, once dislocated, we can't see how we can rehabilitate at 

this time, YOU will soon hear many arguments all over this center 

in a same vein; that is , they would say that the government should 

look after us, becats e we had lost against our free wills every-

thing we had had — houses, businesses, jobs, household goods, etc. 

You will be greatly mistaken if you have assumed that we will be 

going out of the centers willingly. One of these bright mornings 

you will awaken with great chagrin ¿and say, »This aint the way I 

figured.«" 

"Yes, but, the government is going to give you all kinds of 

assistance," said Scot Rowley naively, "it is going to moblize 

its different agencies to assist the Japanese people in re-es-

tablishing themselves." 

"For instance, those over sixty-five will be given the benefits 

of the old age pension system,** added Career. "Those who need 

medical cares and have no financial means will be provided by the 

public assistance agency. Thejpfideral Security Agency will aso aid 

the Jape nese." 

"If you think you can convince them by merely explaining these 

things to them, you are mistaken," Nishimoto retorted. *rhese 

Japanese are from Missouri. They got to see it beofre they believe 
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i t . The early cases of public assistance to these people on the 

outside nill be very important. If they have received adequate 

assistance when they are destitute, others remaining in the centers 

will feel secure in planning to go out. if these agencies^ bungled 

up the cases, the resistance of those in the centers toward reloca-

tion will become unsurmountable. Much will depend on these early 

cases. * 

''Now, you have hit the nail square on the head," replied Car-

ter agreeingly. "That will be the thing. We got to do everything 

possible with the early cases to show others that we mean what we 

say to them." 

"By the way, what happened to the agreement which we signed 

when we arrived here on that dusty evening in May, 1942?" Nishlmoto 

said changing the trend of discussion. " I believe it was called 

a WBA Work Corp agreement. In it , there was a clause stipulating 

that we were to stay here for duration and fourteen days." 

The appointed staff members present in the meeting expressed 

that they had never seen such an agreement, but on insistence of 

N^shimoto, Rowley agreed to look through his files in the office of 

the Project Attorney. Rowley, h^ever, argued that the government 

could abrogate any contract unilaterally. '"For instance, our 

contracts run for duration and six months, but we are going to lose 

them as soon as the WRA folds up . " 

Mrs. Brown, too, said that this was not to be the first ex-

perience with her where the government reminded her contract. Stle 

had worked for the OWI, but her contract was terminated before 

the stipulated end. 

"Don't you see the benefits of going out at this time," Rowley 

further argued. "If you waited fourteen days after the war, you 
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will have all kinds of troubles. You will have all those soldiers 

back from overseas. You won't have jobs. N w, it isn't so difficult 
o 

to find jobs. YOU will be making a big mistake if you waited until 

the end of the war. " 

"What happened to Mr. Myer's promise that we won't be kicked 

out of here,* said Kenji Uyeno. "He said to us that we don't have 

to go out of here if we don't want to.'f 

"That was a policy statement," Row ley .replied . "It was not 

a contract. There was no consideration* That i s , every contract 

must have consideration for it to be binding on the both parties. 

The evacuees did not give up anything or did not pay anything 

as a consideration to Mr. Myer. Mr. Myer has a legal right to 

change and modify his policy at any time he wishes. He t h i n g s it 

is better to relocate the evacuees and to liquidate the WRA centers. 

He is not obliged to stick to his former statements." 

"That is a legalistic explanation," Nishimoto criticized. " If 

I follow your argument, the WRA is very mpch on the defensive.™ 

"That's r ight , " Carter came into the argument. "We shouldn't 

try to explain away whatever might have been promised to the evacuees. 

If we do that, we would put up a straw man which the evacuees can 

attack. We won't get anywhere with our program. Instead, we should 

present positive arguments. We should stress the benefits of 

rehabilitating at this time. " 

Mills ended the argument by saying, "The trouble with Dick 

and me is that we like Poston too well and want to stick it out 

here." 

Okamoto raised a question as to what should be done to the 

damages incurred by the evacuees because of evacaatlon. 

"The WRA has nothing to do with i t , " Powell hastily replied. 
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"That's something which the evacuees roust settle with the govern-

(J) ment after the war." 

''What happens to those people if they refuse to go out?" 

asked Okamoto. 

"Nothing, as far as I know," Mills replied in a«-&-matter-

of-fact way. "But there won't be any WRA center after one year 

from January 2 . " 

Garter reflected that it might be a feasible idea to encourage 

* people to take offers of such nature as those from the Tooele 

Ordnance Depot and the Seabrook Farm. He thought these jobs would 

be a good intermediary step for many before they ret^ub to Calif-

ornia. The Japanese at the Seabrook Farm were particularly satis-

fied with the conditions there, and more were expected to join 

them. In Carter's opinion, the Seabrook Farm proposition had more 

@ advantages than that of the Tooele Ordnance Depot, because the 

foarmer had permanancy while the latter was to last only for 

duration and six months. The latter contract, in addition, had 

many rigid qualifications such as a clearance from the Provost 

iters ha 11. 

S . Sakamoto was more optimistic. He bjlieved that his friends 

from the Fresno districts were ready to return immediately to 

resume their former businesses and farming. 

Okamoto and N^shimoto, however, challenged Sakamoto's op-

timism. They stated that Sakamoto's belief could not be re-

garded to apply to the majority of the evacuees. For example, 

they pointed out, the feruch gardeners of Southern California 

or of San Diego County were in no position to resume farming. 

Theyi^had given up their leases on their land and had sold their 

farm equipment at sacrifice prices. These farmers could not cul-
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tivate any vacant tracts of land and succeed in farming profit-

ably, they argued. Furthermore, they questioned whether these far-

Left 
mers had enough money^to start farming all over even though they 

¿A 

might had succeeded in finding attractive land. 

French suggested that it might be a good proposition to form 

groups of migratory farm laborers for the California farms along 

the idea of seasonal leaves, which had been discontinued by the WRA 

At any rate, Issei bachelors and others were familiar with this 

type of work and they might be receptive to such relocation, he 

believed. 

Powell proposed at this point that a team of appointed per-

sonnel be formed to speak to the residents on the new WRA pro-

gram in meetings, which should be held from block to block. He 

wanted to undertake an intensive campaign to educate the evacuees 

in the WRA aims of rehabilitating them at this time. The matter 

was left undecided temporarily to ascertain the initial reactions 

of the evacuees. 
Director Mills, then, informed the members that an advisory 

1 
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evacuee leaders would-be formed immediately. This group would be 

presided by a Coordinator in accordance with the WRA plan, who 

would be named by Mills shortly. It was requested that all ques-

tions and information be directed to the Coordinator. It is his 

duty to assemble all information and obtain answers to all the ques 

tions from proper sources. He must compile these information 

and answers and release them through the Reports Officer by uti-

lizing the mimeographing services. 

The conference was terminated with a belated query from Unit 

Administrator Sumida, "Does it mean that the Japanese can go to 
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any place In the United States?" 

Mills replied humonously, nY-e-s, any pl-a-cs. Except, of cource, 

those areas from which civilians are barred." 

The meeting was adjourned at 9*15 P.M. As the evacuees 

filed out of the Project Director's office, they exchanged humo-

rous comments. One of them said, "Say, what happened to the ten-

thousand-do liar indemnity which we were supposed to get when we go 

out of this place?1* 

"I need ten thousand dollars, too," Dorothy Stevick replied, 

"becais e I am soon to lose my job here." 

The "clear-out-of-the-3ky" news spread instantaneously through-

out the camp like a prarie fire . Nishimoto, for instance, dropped 

in the banqueftt sponsored by the Poston Poetry Club, the publisher 

of the Poston Bungei, the literary magazine. He had been in-

vited to the party as one of the guests, but he was unable to 

attend because of the conference called by Mills. H^s absence had 

been noted by those present at the party. As soon as he appeared 

in the Mess Hall, they fathered around him and requested him to 

reveal the nature of the meeting. Among them;many prominent eva-

cuees were found K. Matsumoto, the Chief of Police; N. Matsubara, 

the member of the Executive Board; M. Masaki, the uhofficial 

®rown Crier" of Poston; several Councilmen and Block Managers. 

When they were informed of the news, they immediately reacted apathe-

tically. 

"They can !t do i t , " Matsumoto said. "You don't think all 

these people will go out in one year, do you?" 

"Well, I'm going to gambaru (stick it out) , " Matsubara snorted. 

"They have to throw me out to get me out of here." 
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,fHow can they close these centers?" sa^id one of the Block 

Managers present at the party. "Common sense tells you that It 

is impossible. It1 s just another technique to relocate us.w 

'"It's a long time away," said another man. *There is a full 

one year yet. I wouldn't worry about this.11 Nevertheless, on his 

face, it was clearly shown that he was worried as to what he 

should do in ca^se this center closed. 

At one corner of the room, there was a goup of Issei women 
A 

discussing the news. They had served as waj^ii^esses for the party 

and were cleaning up the tables, as the party was breaking up. 

Mrs. Noda, one of them, stated juty^L/kntly, W I applied to the Army 

for my permit several weeks ago. With my picture and finger prints. 

It has been taking a long time and I was a kind of worried. Now, 

I don11 need any permit. I can go back anytime I want to. I 'm 

glad." 

When she finished the discourse, she looked around and noticed 

that the others were not sharing her happiness. On the contrary, 

the other women showed stern frowns. After a moment hesitation, 

Mrs. Noda became defensive. In an endeavor to hide her embarrassment, 

she cried out, " I don't know if it 's any good to go back to Calif-

ornia at this time. But I got a house and I must see it . I1 LL 

go out there first , and I ' l l be waiting for you people to come 

back.* 

Mrs. Noda and her husband have a house in Boyle Height in 

lx>s Angeles and are still paying for i t . She had contributed 

a great deal for the pfirchase of the house by working herself, for 

she is an expert seamstress. After she came to Poston, she was 

unhappy and despondent. She failed to get along with others in 

the block. She repeatedly stated that she despised the camp life . 
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The couple had been saying that the monthly instalments of pay-

ment were dwindling down their savings* She had at one time ex-

pressed that their savings dwindled down a Inmost to nil and she 

was worried. About two months ago, she made a plan to return to 

Los Angeles alone leaving her husband and daughter here 

looking forward to getting an employment in a sewing factory. 

Mrs. Noda rushed out of the Mesa Hall saying that she must 

inform her husband of the news. The guests at the party, too, were 

leaving the place, still discussing the announcements in groups. 

They, doubtless, returned to their blocks and retold the story 

to their friends. 

Okamoto and Sumida, too, later reported that they found 

ready listeners when they returned to their blocks after the con-

ference. These block people, in turn, spread the news during 

the night. 

In the morning of December 18, the majority of the resident* 

had heard of the two announcements. The work in the offices of the 

Administration Buildings were partially suspended, for the evacuee 

workers discussed the consequences of the decisions by the Army 

and the WRA. Of the two, the decision of the WRA to close the centers 

was scrutinized more critically by them than the recission of the 

exclusion orders. They reacted more adversely and more negatively 

to the former. It was evident that their security was endangered 

by the WRA move. Kg>st of the young Nisei, too, reacted Unfavorably 

to the news, f ,lip servicing" what their patents had told them. 

Overtly, there were very few Nisei or Issei who were willing to 

risk the scorns of others by expressing a delight in the opening 

of California, let alone the closure of the centers. The young 
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and the old alike, almost stereotypioally, claimed that the 

closing of the centers would cause undue hardhips on the evacuees. 

Many of them went on further to say that the Government had created 

an obligation upon itself to care for them because of the forced 

evacuation. Most of them emphasized the impossibility or impro-

bability of closing the WRA centers in one year. In the face of 

the declaration of the end of the center, it was not difficult 

to understand that the news of opening of the evacuated areas drew 

very little cheer from the residents. As a whole, they were skep-

tical of the advisability of returning to the pacific Coast in 

the light of the streneous anti-Japanese agitation. The Califor-

nia newspapers, especially, had been carrying fanatical anti-

Japanese articles in the recent days, which were enough to scare 

these people. (These reactions will be treated in detail under 

a separate chapter.) 

As instructed by Director Mills, the Supervisors of the Block 

Managers sent out notices t>G the proposed mass meeting in the 
\ 

afternoon to the respective Councilmen and Block Managers. In 

Unit I , the Block Managers were advised that if any layman desired 

» ifiir much 

he would be allowed to attend the m e e t i n g » long as the capacity 

of the auditorium permitted, for several inquiries had come from 

non-official evacuees. 

At 2 P .M . , the auditorium was full , the size of audience 

estimated at 1,100. There were the Councilmen and Block Managers 

from the three Units and most of the appointed staff. Almost 

all the school teachers were present in the hall. The other 

several hundreds present were those who were anxious to hear 

what the Project Director might say as to thftir fate in the center, 
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although they had no official capacity. They were moatly Issei. 

Among them, a quite number of old Iasel women were found — some 

of them with small children, probably their grandchildren. About 

ten minutes after two o'clock, approximately two hundred Japanese 

were standing in the back of the huge hall, near to the entrance. 

These people standing were mostly high school students. At this 

time, Director Mills mounted the stage, followed by Assistant 

Director John Powell, Unit Administrator Sumida, Unit. Administrator 

Yoshimine, Chairman Kubota, and J . M. Suzuki. Suzuki was to 

translate any questions and answers if time permitted. 

Pacing the microphone of the public address system, Mills 

¿opened the meeting with a statement that the Army had rescinded 

the exclusion orders. Then, he went on to read the following 

official texts in fu&l: 

bY 

The Public Proclamation £rom the Army 

The Notice to the Residents from the Army 

The Message from the Director of the WRA 

When he finished reading the seven points summarizing the WRA 

policies and proceedfcnes for the final phase of the relocation 

program (page 4 of the offical text appended in this report), 

Mills stopped and asked Kubota to read the prepared Japanese trans-

lation of the passage. When Kubota finished, Mills again method-

ically read the remainder of the text. When he was about through 

with Myer's text, Mrs. Brown, the Reports Officer, came up on 

the platform and passed a document to him. Mills read a few more 

sentences to finish the text. Then, he said, "I 've now received 

a teletype from Washington. I ' l l read it to you. It is my policy 

to give you full information as soon as I receive them." 



20 

The teletype message read as follows: 

Incoming Teletype -3 2.15 P.M. 
WRA Washington 

December 18, 1944 
i 

Duncan Mills 

J V 
Because there may be some people at» the centers who may want 
to be removed from Army's cleared list, the following statement 
should be well publicized to clarify policy. . . .Quote 

As of December 17, 1944 leave clearance processing by the 
War Relocation Authority will be discontinued. After a short 
time leave permits will no longer be required and the only per-
sons not free to leave any War Relocation Authority^Center, 
including Tule lake, will be persons who have been put on a 
stop list which will be established by the Army, or parolees 
and deportees ordered detained by the Department of Justice. 
All other persons will be permitted to leave a center upon re-
quest without applying for a lAave permit, except that a mili-
tary permit will be required for persons residing in centers 
in the evacuated area who have received notification of exclus-
ing therefrom persons leaving a center without a relocation 
plan approved by the War Relocation Authority will be ineligi-
ble for relocation assistance grants or property transportation 
assistance. The fact that a person has applied for repatria-
tion or has been denied leave clearance or place on a WRA 
stop list will not preclude his leaving a center if he has 
not been put on a stop list by the War Department. 

Excludees . . . The Army has prepared a list of evacuees 
who are ineligible to return to any point within the redefined 
exclusion area. Each person on this list will receive noti-
fication of his individual exclusion. Excludees may remain 
in a War Relocation Authority center until the centers are 
closed or they may resettle in other ptfrts of the United States 
outside the exclusion area. Any excludee may apply to the 
War Department for a hearing if he whishes his exclusion to 
be reconsidered. 

The Army has also prepared a list of evacuees whose cases 
will be further studied with a view to possible segregation. 
Each person on this list will receive individual notifiaction 
that he is to remain in a War Relocation Authority center for 
the present. All presons on either the exclusion or the 
segregation lists who have previously received WRA leave 
clearance will be given priority by the Army for further inves-
tigation and hearings, if needed, before their cases are finally 
determined. 

Repatriation.. . Any alien or citizen wishing to apply 
for exchange to Japan (generally known as applications for 
repatriation or expatriation) after the date of the lifting 
of exclusion order may do so through the Spanish Embassy. 
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Such application will not affect the status of the applicant 
in relation to War Relocation Authority operations and will 
not be regarded by any government agency as grounds in itself 
for detention. Officials of the War Relocation Authority will 
no longer assist in the making of such applications. 

Renunciation of citizenship A citizen may apply to the 
United States attorney-general to denounce his citizenship. The 
disposal of such applications and the subsequent status of such 
individuals will be the responsibility of the department of 
justice. 

Closing of centers war Relocation Aufeho*±ty centers, 
other than Tule Lake, will exist for not less than six nor more 
than 12 months after the date of the lifting of the exclusion 
order. During that period they will serve as shelters for eva-
cuees who are in the process of reestablishment in normal Ameri-
can communities. If during that period any statement or actions 
of center residents indicate possible danger to the national 
security the facilities of local law enforcement agencies or 
of the federal department of Justice will be utilized but such 
actions will not be cause for detention in a War Relocation 
Authority center. 

Detailed policies for operation of the Tule Lake Center ha*« 
not yet been finally determined. The War Relocation Authority 
will continue to administer the Tule Lake center. However, once 
the segregation program has been finally completed, the segre-
gation center, wherever located, will be operated by the depart-
ment of justice. Unquote 

The statement above supersedes language in previously 
furnished policy statement about leave clearance and permits. 
Should be made available to all residents as supplement to 
previous statement. 

D . S . Myeps* 

Mills, then, went on to say a^s follows: 

The information which you have so far tries to help 
residents with some thousands of questions inlthousands of 
minds. I think, though, this is not the time nor the place 
to attempt toranswer individual questions. We have for some 
months put st^ss in future planning in the family counseling 
program and the Relocation Divlson's interview program. Every 
effort will be made by these two groups to expedite the ul-
timate solution of your individuaal problems of the people 
of post on. You must plan you future other than merely to 
remain in Poston. Remaining in Poston longer than a year is 
purely out of the question. 

The important step, then, now is to set about to formulate 
your plans for the time that you will be leaving Poston. We 
are confident that the Government has at its disposal tremen-
dous -fcb© resources and facilities for your assistance. It 
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6s a mistake to consider the resources as charity. They are 
nothing of the kind. They are resources which the Government 
has established in recongnition of the fact that many peoples 
besides Japanese Americans have been displaced by the exigencies 
of war. They are there because the Government recognizee its 
obligation to assist those displaced people to make some satis-
factory and adequate solution of their problems. 

Before we close, I should like to say to you that we will 
follow this meeting with a series of meetings in which we will 
attempt to turn this information over to all the people of 
Poston. The revised schedule has not been worked out but will 
be sent to all three units very soon. I should like to state 
to the appointed staff that, in my Opinion, it is bothAneces-^ 1 
sary and unwise to attempt to interpret the policy to the 
evacuees that they are being forced out. Perhaps we should have 
family planning interviews for each of the appointed staff, 
too • 

There is a tremendously big job ahead of all of us, bfcigger 
than many of us can realize. Take my wortf for i t , you wilt 
all be needed. Within a very few days, I hope to be able to 
make authoritative statements as to the WRA program for the 
coming year. I think I read that the schools will continue 
in operation through the current year. That should be qpite 
clear. There is a great deal of work to do and which you will 
be called upon to do from time to time. All ojf us will 
have tofLend a hand. Within a few days, I hope to have something 
definite for you, but take my word for it now, that the 
Relocation Interview plan and the family couseling plan will 
have priority with the appointed* staff as well. 

I hope to have a Japanese treanslation of the policy 
for them. T'hfe Washington plan is to furnish us an official 
Japanese translation prepared in the Washington Office rather 
than to run the risk of variations of translations in the 
various centers. As far as reaching the large segment of 
the people, we should plan to have an official translation. 
We will have to work througbfthe council, block managers' 
organization, and other evacuee organizations to schedule 
group meetings. 

The following days will be perhaps the busiest days 
since the days of intake, I think. I am sure I can count 
on the operation of the staff as always when we came up afcainfct 
a hard job, a big job which had to be done well. 

Director Mills ended his speech and declared the meeting 

adjourned. Although he intended to have a question-and-answer 

period after his speech, he changed his mind at the last mftnute. 

He believed that many phases of the new WRA program were not 

clear in his mind and he would not be in a position to answer 
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questions. 

The more-than-one-thousand people filed out of the auditorium. 

Moat of them showed a decided disappointment in not hearing Mills1 

speech clearly or in not understanding it . Many of them had ex-

pected to hear something extraordinary besides the official an-

nouncements. Only those people sitting in the first twenty rows 

in the hall were probably the ones who could hear Mills clearly. 

The fca}.}. was constructed poorly in the point of accoustic, the 

public adress system was not well adjusted, and Mills1 voice was 

low and hard to hear. As they walked habk to their homes, they 

"exchanged notes" on what Mills spoke. Some of them still hesitated 

to believe that the WRA centers were to be closed. Some of them 

were loud in renouncing the new WRA policy. They shouted so that . 

<w 

others nearby could hear, "Whatta hellAthey talking about? They 

throuw us in here. Now they say we should get the hell out of 

here. What kind of justice is that?" 

Another middle-aged man was talking loudly to his companions 

as they were walking, "They can't close the centers. We are 

going to stick it out here. If we don't go out, they can't close. 

They can't starve us. We are going to gambaru." 

Another man was heard commenting on the opening of California. 

"How can we go back to California now? We'll be either killed 

or banged up as soon as we reach there." 

By overhearing these comments, it was safely concluded that 

the adverse, unfavorable reactions were mounting and intensified 
ond 

in the past twenty-four hours. The more -tee spoke disparagingly 

of the WRA policy, the greater hero he thought he was making out 

of himself. He believed that he was getting an inspired audience 

i 
by speaking belligerently and pompously, for his listeners were not 
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willing to risk themselves by contradicting the orator. In the 

inverse proportion, those in favor of return to the Coast became 

W'S</o*n of 

silent in declaring their intentions; they realized^W--me^tee their 

own plans quietly without arguing with others on the question. 
j-vjprvt/rta 

Meanwhile, during the ê ^ i 7 D i r e c t or Mills issued notices 

to the key members of the appointed personnel and the evacuee 

administrative leaders that they were appointed as the members of 

the newly formed Advisory Committee and were requested to be pre-

sent at its first meeting in the morning of December 19. About 

l|p.M., December 18, just one hour prior to the meeting in the 

High School auditorium, David French came to see Nishimoto re-

porting that Mills had left out M. Okamoto from the Advisory Com-

mittee. As they had known Mills1 distrust and /i^Ja like of Okamoto, 

they could understand his move. They agreed, however, that Oka-

moto as City Manager should be included among the members. He 

did not have the political strength and following of the former 

dfyajs and was not much of a factor for a positive, constructive 

work, they realized. Nonetheless, he could easily become a standard 

bearer of the faction opposing the closure of centers. In spite 

of the lack of personal popularity, he could corral many followers 

under his wing on such a platform. If this happened, they reasoned, 

the smooth progress of the WRA policy at Poston would be retarded 

and obstructed. If Okamoto were participating in discussions 

of the Advisory Committee, he would be forced to keep himself in 

line with the others in the administrative offices. "He still 

has some conscience," Nishimoto remarked. "He can't say one 

thing before the Project Director and the others, and then^wty |\n 

A/**» 
entirely different thing among the evacuees. By keeping.on the 
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committee, his destructive potentiality will be nullified. He 

will not dare to organize an opposition, at least overtly, while 

he is a committee member." 

French immediately saw Mills with the suggestion. He nar-

rated later that the Director's first question was, "What does 

Nishimoto think about it?,r 

"Nishimoto insisted that Okamoto be placed on the committee," 

replied French, "we believe you should notify him beo$re the delay 

becomes conspicuous and embarrassing." 

"All right , " answered Mills. ,fIf 11 have him notified right 

away«" 

Thus, an administrative error, which could easily turn out 

to be serious and embarrassing, was averted. 

The first meeting of the Advisory Committee was held in the 

Project Direcotr1 office at 9 A . M . , December 19. The Committee 

was composed of the following members; 

Duncan Mills, Project Director 
Anthur Harris, Director of Education 
Corlies Carter, Relocation Program Officer 
Mrs• Pauline Brown, Reports Officer 
Scot Rowley, Project Attorney 
Maurice Lipian, Assistant Project Director in charge of Ad-

ministrative Management 
Lou Butler, Couselor, Family welfare Section 
David French, Coiwnu^ity Analyst 
Richard Nishimoto, Supervisor of Block Managers, Unit I 
Tsuneo Sumida, unit I Administrator 
Minoru Okamoto, City Manager 
Kenji Uyeno, Unit II Administrator 
John Kpbota, unit I I Supervisor of Block Managers 
H. K. Yoshimine, Unit I I I Administrator 
Isaku Kubota, Chairman of the Community Council, and Chair-

man of the Unit I I I Local Council 
John Powell, Asisstant Director in charge of Com. Management 

Harris, Lipian, and Powell were absent. 

The purposes of the Committee were summarized as follows, 

based on Myer's instruction as explained by Director Mills: 
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1. To formulate project policies In regard to the future 
relocation program, with emphasis placed on return to 
the Pacific Coast* and the closure of center in accord-
dance with the instructions from the Washington office. 

s 
2 . To assist in disseminating official announcements to the 

residents on the above matters. 

3 . To exchange information among the members on the trend 
of the community and the reactions of the residents in 
order to formulate props r and adequate policies. 

4 . To submit questions to the Coordinator. 

Director Mills announced that he named Arthur Harris as the 
' 

t 

Coordinator of the post-re^cission WRA program on relocation at 

Post on. He said that he would act as the temporary Coordinator 

while Harris was away on leav6-of-absence in the Bast. 

Mills, then, read the following two statements (the full 

texts are appended): 

Statement by Secretary of War (for release 5 :00 P.M. EWT 
) December 17, 1944) 

Statement by Secretary of Interior (for release after 

9 :00 A .M . , (EWT) Monday, December 18, 1944) 

In his statement, Secretary Stimson explains that the Jap-

anse-Americans were evacuated en masse in 194S "for a necessary 

military precaution™, because "it was impossible to make an im-

mediate determination of which persons of Japanese ancestry were 

loyal and which were not." Since that time, favorable progress 

of the wa^ was made in the Pacific to the extent that "an enemy 

invasion of the West Coast on a large scale is "almost impossible. 

The Army has investigated the 0apanese-Amerleans thoroughly from 

"the standpoint of loy^^y , probably more thoroughly than any 

other segment of our population. * The Nisei soldiers, either 

volunteers or those drafted, have made "the outstanding record 

. . . fighting for the United States in Italy, in Prance, and in 

the pacific" proving "conclusively that it is possible to make 
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sound judgments as to their loyalty» Because of these develop-

ments, the Secretary states, the Army believes ''that the con-

tinued mass exclusion from the West Coast of persons of Japanese 

aneestry is no longer a matter of military necessity!! He, however, 

adds that rany person of Japanese ancestry about whom information 

is available indicating a pro-Japanese attitude will be excluded 

on an individual basis .* Others "whose records have stood the test 

of Ammy scrutiny during the past two years will be permitted the 

same freedom of movement throughout the United States ?s other 

loyal citizens and law-abiding aliens . " 

The Secretary of War concludes with the following statement: 

The Department is aware that the rescission of mass 
exclusion will create certain adjustment problems beyond 
military considerations. It believes, however, that ade-
quate solutions for these problems exist. The Department of 
the Interior has informed the War Deja rtment that it intends 
to put into effect a program based on a gradual and orderly 
return to the West Coast and a vigorous continuation of its 
efforts to relocate persons of Japanese descent throughout 
the United States. 

The war Department believes that the people of the 
pacific Coast Area wij.1 accord returning persons of Japanese 
ancestry all the considerations to which they are entitled 
as loyal citizens and law abiding residents. 

The statement by Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the In-

terior, is characterized by his usual caustic remarks. As the 

post-rescission program, he explains, "the Wmr Relocation Autho-

rity will continue and intensify its efforts to relocate in parts 

of the United States other than the West Coast, those loyal and 

law abiding persons of Japanese ancestry who are willing to par-

ticipate in this program. It will also aid those who prefer to 

excercise their legal and moral right to return to the West 

Coast." On the future WRA policy, he continues to say 

"People of Japanese ancestry both at the relocation centers 
and elsewhere who have been found eligible by the Western 
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Defense Command for residence in the West Coast area fire of 
course free to go back at any time. However, only those 
whose specific plans for resettlement in the evacuated area 
are approved by WRA will be eligible for travel assistance 
which the Authority now extends to those relocating in other 
parts of the country. . • . Only a few evacuees therefore 
are expected to leave the centers, either for the West Coast 
or any other destination, without first having their plans 
checked and approved by WRA. 

"In view of the fact that the evacuees were removed 
from their homes in 1942 by governmental order, the War 
Relocation Authority will make assistance available to those 
evacuees, both at the centers and previously relocated, who 
now have urgent reasons and sound plans for returning to the 
West Coast area. Simultaneously, however, the Authority will 
continue andflntensify its efforts to relocate evacuees in 
other sections of the country. One of the major WRA aims, 
from the beginning, has been to encourage the widest possible 
dispersal of evacuees throughout the lotion, and this will 
continue as a prime objecitve during the final phase of the 
program." 

Regarding the liquidation of the relocations centers, Sec-

retary Ickes has to say as follows: 

. . the War Relocation Authority will now work toward 
an early liquidation of the relocation centers which were 
established originally for the temporary maintenance of a 
dislocated people. No center will be closed in less than 
six months, but it is anticipated that all will be closed 
within a year. Funds have been provided to the Federal 
Security Agency for public assistance through state and 
local welfare agencies for those evacuees who are incapable 
of self-support." 

in requesting citizens and officials, state and local, es-

pecially on the West Coast, for protection of physical safety 

and well being of the relocating evacuees, Secretary Ickes does 

not mince his words. Here he is at his best. 

. .They are entitled to their full constitutional and 
legal rights, and perhaps to something more than ordinary 
consideration because they have really suffered as a direct 
result of the war. In a real sense, these people, tooiy 
were drafted by their country. They were uprooted from their 
homes and substandially deprived of an opportunity to lead 
a normal life. They are casualties of war. 

"It is the responsiblity of every American worthy of 
citizenship in this great Nation to do everything that he 
can to make easier the return to normal life of these people 
who have been cleared by the Army authorities. By our con-
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duct towards them we will be Judged by all of the people of 
the world. 

call upon state and local officials throughout the 
country and especially on the West Coast, and on public and 
private agencies to assist in the enormous task of returning 
these people to ordinary community life. I believe that the 
response will be enthusiastic and wholehearted. And I parti-
cularly hope that we may, see veterans1 organizations like the 
American legion and ctyrubh and welfare groups in the fore-
front of those who will consider^ it their responsibility to 
aid these/etabple, and by so doing, to show their devotion 
to the American principle of charity, justice and democracy." 

When Mills finished reading this passage, he stopped and made 

forward swinging movements of his arms in pugilistic fashipn, say-

ing, wHe is swinging fast, iijsnft he?" 

"Good olx3 Uncle Harold1." one of the evacuees commented jocu-

larly. 

The Secretary of Interior concludes the official release 

with the following statement: 

*As the War Relocation Authority enters the final phase 

of its program, its immediate aims, as always,will be to restore 

the loyal and law-abiding evacuees of Japanese descent to a nor-

mal American environment, to relieve local manpower shortage^, 

and to cut down Government expenditures for the maintenance of a 

displaced segment of the population. Its long-range objective 

will be to bring about a better economic adjustment and a more 

satisfactory nation-wide distribution of a minority group which 

was doubtless too heavily concentrated before the war in one parti-

cular section of the country." 

Nishimoto suggested at this point to mimeograph the public 

Proclamation, the Army1» Notice to Residents, the StimsonS^e-

lease,and the release of Ickes for general distribution to the 

residents. The suggestion was accepted by the others; and Mrs. 

B»own, the Reports Officer, was instructed to prepare the copies. 
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It was agreed that such copies should be sent to every office, 

every block (two copies), and every school teacher. 

A question was raised as to when the printed copies of the 

Myer's message would arrive here, although the packages had been 

shipped out of Washington. These copies were intended to be 

distributed to the residents, one copy to each family. Mills 

thought that they could not reach here before the end of the week. 

Gorlies Carter, then, suggested that some information be pre-

pared immediately to give a summary of the future WRA policy**. 

He believed that this step could be worked out as a message from 

the Project Director. He emphasized that anjacjbrate Information 

must be given to the residents as quickly as possible to combat 

the spreading of wild and false rumors, which might damage the 

smooth progress of the new WRA program. Mills asked Carter to 

prepare such a mewsage. 

Okamoto, at this point, stated that people were complaining 

of the WRA decision to close the shhools at the end of the pre-

sent academic year. He argued that the schools should be main-

tained as long as the center is kept open, for Poston would pro-

bably not be closed until December S I , 1945. Mills and others 

explained to Okamoto the impossibility of renewing teachers1 

contract$|for terms less than a year. If the teachers were re-

hired for the next academic year and were terminated at the time 

this center closed, they would have a great difficulty in find-

ing jobs elsewhere, they stated. They, furthermore, doubted if 

any teacher would be willing to be hired under such a condition. 

The first meeting of the Advisory Committee was adjoir ned 

at 10j 15 A . M. 
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In a tone of despair, Okamoto commented, "I guess I ' l l have 

to sell my cooler." It drew a spontaneous laughter from the 

others • 

At another stage of the meeting, Okamoto a question 

at Community Analyst French in a sharp tone, somewhat derisively, 

Whether he was able to collect reactions on the news. French 

politely replied that he was fortunate in getting a good sample 

of reactions. The early reactions were mostly antagonistic toward 

the news of closing of the centers. Many of them were afraid to 

return to the Coast and doubted whether their physical safe'ty 

could be protected, French reported. Many, too, were acting as 

if their security had been endangered. French, then, retaliated 

with a request that Okamoto should now twll what he had gathered, 

because "I am sure ^ou could get much more than I could." 

Okamto replied^ French1 s challenge in a self-assured tone that 

every one was disturbed by the news that the centers were to be 

closed in a year. The evacuees had lost everything they possessed; 

their savings were gone. They did not know what to do, the City 

Manager reported, if the centers closed and they were forced out. 

Many of them inquired of Okamoto what the WRA would do if they 

refused to leave the centers. They wanted to know whether the Army 

would forcibly evict them at the closing time. It was obviousjlhat 

Okamoto was thinking in terms of tfefr Issei reactions and was re-

porting what he had heard in his narrow world. Probably becaiB e 

of adroitness or probably because these reactions narrated by Oka-

moto had been rehashed over and over in the past two days, the 

participants of the conference did not offer any comment. 

The first meeting of the Advisory Committee was adjournedlat 
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In the morning of December 19, the Poston Chronicle was dis-

tributed to the residents. The edition carried a headline, "Mass 

El(c lusion Terminated I" Under the title , Notice for All Residents 

of the Center .issued by the Western Defense Command .was reprinted 
— - - ¡¿J^ 

in full . In a separate column, under the sub-title, "Center Will ^d&J-^ 

Remain Open for a Year", the seven points promulgated by Myer as 

a summary of the future WRA policies were printed .n The Japanese 

section of the édition also carried an article on these seven 

points. 

By these various ways, some of the contents of the official 

announcements were digested by the residents fragmentarily. Some 

of the points were understood more claarly than others. By this 

time, the following points had been understood well by the people; 

1. The Army will rescind the exclusion orders effective 
January 2 , 1945. 

2 . The relocation cénters will be closed within a period 
of six months to one year after January 2 , 1945. At 
any rate, a three month's advance notice will be given 
to the residents for such closure. 

3 . People will be free to go out of the centers after 
January 20, 1945. There will be no further processing 
of evacuees for leave clearance and leave permits will 
no longer be necessary for relocation. 

4 . The Army had prepared its own "stop list" superceding 
the WRA "stop list" . 

5 . No more school will be maintained after the present 
academic year. 

Beyond these points, very few people grasped the other salient 

phases of the new program, although those in charge of dissemi-

nating the information had tried their best to inform them com-

pletely. Because of error and labor shortage in the mimeographing 

office, the copies of the public Proclamation, the Notice, Stim^son's 
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message, and Ickes1 message did not reach the residents until 

December 26 (Supra, p. 29 ) . Because of the time involved in transit, 

the Washington-prepared copies of the message by Director Myer 

could not be distributed until December 28 (Supra, p. ). it 

was unfortunate that these announcements had lost effectiveness 

and timeliness when they were distributed to the residents. It 

was also unfortunate that the Japanese translations could not 

accompany these copies, except Myer's message, due to the work 

involved and the lack of capable translators. Carter, in collabo-

ration with Walter Balderston and David French, prepared a well-

worded "Project Director1s Message to All Poston Residents" (Supra, 

p. 30 . The full text is appended.) They used simple language in 

explaining the aims of the WRA during the post-rescission period. 

They worded the message having their attention focused on the 

language ability of the lisei in high school and the Issei. This 

message, too, did not reach the community until December 26. 

Nevertheless, there were some evacuee leaders who held to 

the idea that enough information was passed to the community in 

spite of the lack of detailed reports. They believed that the 

people could not have d i j — b e y o n d the several points listed 

above (at the initial staj Ley thought that the transmission 

of the announcements had attained a miximum effect and result in 

the face of a lack of receptiveness in the community. The dis-

cussions held in the Block Managers1 meeting on December 19 and 

those during the meeting of the Local Council of Unit I on Decem-

ber ZO (Infra, p. ) substantiated this belief that the community 

was not willing to accept any information beyond the bare news 

of the rescission of the exclusion orders and the liquidation of 

the centers. 
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Meanwhile, it was evident that the Washington office of the 

WRA was moving rapidly in setting up new leave procedures. The 

first instruction pertaining to leaves was received in the follow-

ing teletype message, which Mills read to the members of the re-

gular "Wednesday morning conference" on December 20. (on Wed-

nesday mornings, the Administrators of the three Units pvius the 

Unit I Supervisor of Block Managers have been meeting with divi-

sion heads and a few other appointed staff in the Project Director1 

office. As French wrote in his report, these meetings are of 

the greatest significance because they permit policy and procedure 

formation on a joint appointed personnel-evacuee basis. "Joint 

administration of the project has long been the aim and practice 

at Poston; however, it has usually been more scattered in its 

application. Irregular meetings to discuss particular problems 

have been held in the past, but they have not been of the 'staff 

meeting1 type, as are the present series. Both appointed person-

nel members and evacuees bring up problems for discussion. Either 

a decision is reached on the spot, or a committee, possibly com-

posed of members of both groups, is selected to study the subject 

more thoroughly and to make a recommendation." Re port No. 26 , 

Community Analyst^ Trena Report from October P5^to November IP, 1944 

The meeting on December 20 was, for some unknown reason, attended 

only by Nishimoto and Sumida among the evacuee members. It might 

be accounted by the fact that there were several Council committees 

meetings held at the same time.) The teletype message read 

as follows; 

Incoming teletype #8 11#25 AM 

Washington 
Dec 19, 1944 

Duncan Mills Poston Ariz 
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Yesterday, Supreme Court upheld validity of ppiglnal eva-
cuation orders in the Korematsu case. Roberts, Jackson, 
MUrphy dissenting. Court unanimously ordered habeas corpus 
writ for Endo, holding invalid the provisions of WRA leave 
regulations requiring application for indefinite leave and 
showing of means of support and community acceptance at des-
tination. Court's opinion did not pass upon validity of 
detention pending loyalty clearance or detention of persons 
of doubtful loyalty. Copies of opinions will be distributed 
to centers and field offices as soon as available. 

All Project Directors are instructed as follows 

1. Persons not placed on the center stop list shall under 
paragraph 8 below ohft 1-1 be permitted to leave center upon 
request subject to gate control procedures, without appli-
cation for indefinite leave, approval of destination, or 
showing of means of support4 However, persons whose relo-
cation plans are not approved shall not be Entitled to re-
location assistance grants or assistance in property trans-
portation, and upon departure shall not be permitted to re-
enter a WRA center except as visitors under new visiting 
restrictions. Indefinite leave permits shall no longer be 
issued. In case of aliens, present instructions re notifying 
U. S . Attorneys, I . and NQ S . , and P . B . I . remain in effect, 
as do requirements for advance approval of Justice Depart-
ment in case of parolees and deportees. 

2 . Relocation plans involving relocation assistance to 
points outside evacuated area shall automatically be ap-
proved where destination is within district in which com-
munity invitation exists. Otherwise, prior approval of ap-
propriate Relocatioh Officer required. 

r e l 0 c a t i 0 G P ^ n involving return to evacuated area 
shall be approved prior to Jan. 3 for anyone without special 
military permit to return. Norkhereafter for anyone then on 
excludee list. In case of eligible evacuees, relocation 
plan(for-return to evacuated area shall be approved only if 

f n r i f i n Q
S ^ i S f a C t ° r y e Y l d e n c f o f adequate prior arrangements 

for means of support under criteria which will soon be fur-
nished to you. 

4 . Departure advices on persons leaving a center shall be 
routed as heretofore. 

5 . Fersons leaving center to relocate, whether or not re-

^ I i H approved, shall be given chmnge of address 
cards as heretofore and requested to keep WRA informed of 
arrival and address changes. 

6 . SHort-term leave may be issued under Handbook 60.2 to 
any person not on stop list under paragraph'8 below. Season-

be issued! i n t f e f l n i t e l e a v e t r i a l P®riod shall no longer 

7. There shall be no further leave clearance processing. 
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Cases h^eard prior to Dec. 17 shall be completed and trans-
cripts and recommendations forwarded to Director immediately. 
Forms WRA-861 and attachments for all cases, whether or not 
hearings yet held, shall be returned. 

8 . Center residents who are on the tentative Army excludee 
lists shall be placed upon a temporary stop list until Jan. 
3 or unitl they have been served with exclusion orders, 
whichever is sooner. Before permitting any person to leave 
the center, the Project Director shall check with Army re-
presentatives at the center to determine whether such person 
is eligible to leave under the preceding sentence. Excludees 
who are designated by the Army as ineligible for relocation 
shall be contineed on the stop list and will be ineligible 
to leave the center without War Department approval. 

Appropriate manuaft and handbook revisions are in process. 

D S Myer WRA WA 

In the meeting, Director Mills made^an announcement gravo 1-y 

of an incident that happened in Parker. The newspapers in Calif-

ornia had been carrying many anti-evacuee articles in the recent 

days against the return of the Japanese-Americans to the Coast. 

If this incident were known to the evacuees here, it would be 

a material to drive the fear home to the residents. Tie incident 

in general substance as reported by Mills was as follows: 

On the night of December 18, at about 9s30 P . M. (MWT), three 

Nisei soldiers in uniform, who had been visiting Poston on fur-

lough, went into the Kelly's Cafe in Parker, while they were wait-

ing for the westbound Greyhound bus. After a little time in the 

cafe, the Deputy Sheriff of Parker came into the pfcace and forci-

bly evicted them using vile language. The Deputy Sheriff, after 

forcing them out of the cafe, threw rocks at them and one of the 

rocks hit one of the three soldiers. It was told later that the 

Deputy Sheriff was under the influence of intoxicating liquor and 

was off duty at the time. The officer, then, went to flhe depot 

and accosted the evacuee driver of the project bus, which had 

loaded the passengers who had disembarked from the Sante pe train 
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from Phoenix. The bus was awaiting for the Greyhound bus which 
c/t'SQ", ¿A ^ 

some evacuees might havo been boarding. The Deputy Sheriff 

threatened the bus driver that he would go into the project bus 

and beat all the "japsm in i t . The driver was scared and drove 

the bus back to the project immediately. 

The Project Director heard of the incident at 11 A . M . , Decem-

ber 19. He went to Parker in the comapny of Scot Rowley and Mrs. 

Pauline Brown to investigate the case. They obtained the testi-

monies of witnesses substantiating the criminal conduct of the 

Deputy Sheriff . At the same time, Director Mills attempted to 

get in contact with the Sheriff of the County of Yuma at TTuma, 

butjhe was told thatjthe officer was at Parker. Mills , then, tried 

to see the officer in the town of Parker and looked a l l over for 

him. It was alleged by Mills that the Sheriff avoided him and 

his efforts to interview him failed . Mills believed that the 

Sheriff had come to Parker from Yuma early in the morning to 

"whitewash" the incident and to "cover up" the Deputy Sheriff . 

The matter, then, was reported to Director Myer and the War De-

partment through Lt. Stanley, the commanding officer of the M. P . f s 

detached to the project. 

Just two hours prior to the meeting, Mills succeeded in get-

ting in touch with the Sheriff at ¥urna over long distance telephone. 

The officer told the Project Director that the matter was not 

"anything to get excited about." It was something that might 

happen to "Japs" at times. Mills was burning under his color over 

the attitude of the Sheriff . He asked whether Nisei in American 

uniform could not get proper protection of law-enforcing officers. 

The Sheriff replied sarcastically, as quoted by Mills, "kven in 

American uniforms, they are still Japs.fw The Director hung up 
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the telephone in rage and disgust. Col. Conger, the head of the 

Army representatives, was in the room at the time, Mills reported, 

and reacted indignantly to the Sheiiff 's attitude. 

Mills wired an official protest to Governor Osborn of Ari-

zonaetod requesting him to intervene in the matter. " I want to 

know whether the laws of Arizona are operative in Parker or not," 

the Project Director told angrily the members of the conference, 

" if not, I want to know about i t . " 

Mrs. Brow# reported that she had called the Governor's of-

fice in Phoenix in the morning, but he was confined to his home 

due to illness. His Executive Secretary stated, however, that the 

Governor would take some action upon the matter as soon as he 

return64 to his office. 

Mills, then, explained that he had prepared an instruction 

to the members of his staff requesting that the Kelly's Cafe, the 

Kelly's b a r , and Hale's barber shop (involved in a previous in-

cident when the barber "shoved" a wouaded Nisei soldier of the 

//a ¿/An 

South Pacific campaigns with seven different decorations out of 

his shop) should not be patronized by them. One of the Caucasian 

members of the conference raised a question whether the Project 

Director could within the law order his staff members to "boycott** 

any establishemnt. The memorandum was referred to the Project 

Attorney for his legal opinion. 

A lengthy discussion followed this report by Mills as to how 

the publicity should be handled. Mills and Brown wanted to give 

a widest possible publicity to the matter, for, they believed, 

public criticisms would be created against such "hoodlums" and 

clamors for sane and considered treatments of the evacuees would 

be raised . They were considering the publicity phase only in 
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terms of the outside relations. 

Taking a contrary point of view, Garter and Nishimoto ad-

vanced a different approach so that the news be withheld until 

some punitive or corrective measures had been taken either by 

State or Federal officials. It was very important, they^aid , 

to consider the resultant fear of the evacuees, who had $ust 

been exposed to anxieties of relocating to the outside soon. 

Since the revocation of the mass exclusion orders, the Califor-

nia newspapers were carrying articles where officials or organi* 

zations were attempting to prevent the return of Japanese to the 

Pacific Coast. Some of these articles intimated that riot and 

violence might break out against the returning Japanese. In 

some others, law-enforcing officials stated that they could not 

gaarrantee the physical safety of the Japanese had they returned 

to the Coast against their good ''advices"'. Nishimoto went on to 

say that the Los Angeles Examiner of the December 20th edition 

carried a banner headline, CTJap Torture Kills 25 ,000" , reporting 

atrocities of the Japanese military men in forcing labor on the 

civilian and combatant prisoners in the East Indies, Burma, etc. 

He believed that the Examiner played up the news story probably 

in order to aggravate the anti-evacuee sentiments on the Coast 

aginast their return. The Parker incident could easily be dis-

torted and capitalized by these newspapers to substantiate their 

claim that the returning of the Japanese was pre-mature and un-

safe, Nishimoto pointed out. 

The evacuees, on the other hand, Carter and Nishimoto ar-

gued, were expecting something of this sort to happen. Similar 

incidents of ignominy had been common to the Japanese on the 

Coast for the past forty years. This was one of the st'ongest 



40 

arguments thAi they were using at present against the return to 

California and the closing of the centers. The Federal Govern-

ment, it was true, in its various announcements guarrantteed the 

protection of relocating Japanese. Nevertheless, the evacuees 

contended that in spite of such promises of protection the local 

and State officials had in the past failed to prosecute the of-

fending criminals of "incidents*'. It had beenfpractice that 

these incidents were "white-washed" and no punitive measures were 

taken. If the Parker incident was publicized at this stage, Ni-

shimoto warned, the evacuees would react in the past patterns <x*></ 

would not expect or hope for the prosecution of the criminal. 

It would, therefore, strengthen their fear of the outside. I f , 

however, the news was fully utilized after the Deputy Sheriff 

had been properly dealt with, the confidence of the residents 

in the promises of the governmental agencies would be greatly 

enhanced. 

Director Mills was in the end convinced of th6 arguments 

advanced by Carter and Nishimoto, and instructed the Reports 

Officer to follow the course. He also reported that a M. P. 

had been ordered to ride on the project bus taking the passengers 

to and from the Parker railway depot as a precautionary measure. 

(It was later reported by Mills that Myer had promised to "put 

pressure" on the War Department. At the time, Myer prohibited 
A 

the Project Director from taking any publicity campaign on the 

matter. He wanted to handle it through the WRA Washington of-

fice . Subsequently, the War Department prohibited the dissemi-

nation of the news of the Parker incident under Army censorship, 

it was reported unofficially by Mrs. Brown. Although the out-

side newspapers had the information, it was told, they could not 
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print it . 

The negotiation between Mills and Bovernor Osborn seems 

to have ended unsatisfactorily and abruptly. Mills repeated 

the Bovernorfs last statement to him when the negotiation was 

terminated, "Mr. Mills, will you run your relocation project? 

And I ' l l run the State of Arizona." 

The Sheriff of ffuma County had been defeated in the Novem-

ber election, and would go out of office on January 1, 1945. With 

him, the Deputy Sheriff stationed at Parker, his appointee, would 

be terminated. The incident will probably be considered closed 

at that point.) 

Mills reported to the conference that the following question^ 

was sent to him from the Block Managers of Unit I through the 

Supervisor. The question, in turn, was submitted to Myer for 

his answer. There were many variations to the question, but 

it was stated as follows in their simplest form: 

rfI have no intention of remaining in the United States. 
I have applied for^ repatriation. I was gWeduled to go 
to Tule Lake some months ago. I am desiring to return to 
Japan as soon as possible. I am only awaiting an exchange 
boat. 

"According to the WRA plan, I must leave for the outside 
when this center closes. But, I have no desire to live 
on the outside. Will you send me to Tule ii*ke while awaiting 
the chance to return to Japan?" 

To this question, Mills reported, Director Myer replied 

firmly that there is no alternative but to establish a temporary 

residence on the outside when the center closes. One of the 

Caueasian conferees later commented on this: 

These people are saying that they are disloyal to the 
United States. The WRA, oh the other hand, is saying that 
they are not potentially dangerous to the national security. 
Therefore, they should go out to the areas allowed to them. 

This is a drastic contrast to the governmental policy 
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of the earlier days, when the Japanese were regarded poten-
tially disloyal until proven otterwise. 

In disseminating the official announcements, the project 

paid an espeical attention to inform the appointed personnel 

correctly and fully. In the past, many administrative errors 

were made during major crises because of lack of full understanding 

of the WRA programs by the members of the Administration. Much 

confusion among the residents resulted, because the staff members 

gave out different information or interpretations. It was evident 

this time that the Project Director endeavored to avoid this 

mistake. In the morning of December 18, Mills assembled his sfcQff 

members and read to them all the official announcements, as he 

had done to the evacuee leaders and the key staff members the 

night before. Subsequently, the Director transmitted all infor-

mation to them from time to time as he received them from Washing-

ton. 

In spite of the careful consideration which Mills excercised 

in transmitting the correct information, flaws developed within 

a few days among the school teachers. The key members of the 

Administration were notified that some of the school teachers 

were not in accord with the announced policy of the Federal Govern-

ment to return the evacuee to the communities of normal life on 

the outside. Some of them were reported to have said that they 

were against the closing of the centers and that the Government 

was obligated to take care of these people at least for duration. 

Not only were they talking contrary to the WRA intention, but also 

O d i many others failed to handle the school children properly, 

who were much confused and disturbed as to their future. In 

addition, the key members were afraid that they might spread some 
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damaging information to the outside people when many of them 

returned to California for the Christmas vacation. *or the 

purpose of selling the WRA program to them, they were gathered 

in the Elementary School Assembly Hall (unit I ) on December 22. 

In this meeting,Director Mills, Relocation Program Officer Car-

ter, and Family welfare Couselor Butler spoke to the teachers 

tracing the history of the WRA relocation program and the aims 

of the new post-rescission program. 

As this report is written, the belated delivery of the copies 

of the official announcements had been made to the residents. 

The newspapers on the outside had carried many articles on the 

rescission of the mass exclusion orders and the im^Lnent reutrn of 

the Japanese to the Pacific Coast. The vernacular newspapers, 

too, contributed greatly in transmitting and interpreting to the 

people of the relocation centers the major steps of the Govern-

ment. The Colorado Times, for instance, expended almost its 

entire front page of the December 19th edition and several columns 

on other pages in reprinting the Myer's message in toto outlining 

the new WRA policies and procedures. The Rocky Shimpo, too, 

handled the news spectacularly, although in experpts, in the 

December 18th edition. (These editions did not reach Posto n 

until December 22 or thereabout.) The succeding editions of 

the vernacular papers, including the Utah Nippo, carried the com-

ments by Governors, State officáals, the pro-evacuee organizations, 

and the anti-evacuee organizations in detail. 

Thus, the official information has been ingrained in the 

minds of the residents. Some are reacting with violent resent-

ments. Some others are planning to form a concerted action 
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to postpone the closing of the centers. It is reported, on the 

other hand, that some evacuees are making plans quietly to re-

turn to the Coast as soon after January 20 as possible. Still 

some others are planning, also quietly, relocation in the near 

future either to California or to some other parts of the United 

States. The Family Welfare Section reported unofficially that it 

had already jrfcfyf received many unsolicited inquiries and requests 

for advices in individual problems for relocation. 



The Army Hearing Board 

The Western Defense Command dispatched a team of Army re-

presentatives, headed by Col. Conger, which arrived in Poston 

in the afternoon of December 17, 1944, to officially announce 

revocation of the military mass exclusion orders. The team, 

however, was delegated with another responsibility that of 

hodding hearings for individuals who have not been determined 

whether they are not loyal to the United States and are to be 

considered as potentially dangerous to the military security. 

(Supra, p. 2) Notice for All Residents of the Center, issued by 

the Western Defense Command, contains the following statement: 

Representatives of the Western Defense Command have 
arrived at the center and starting tomorrow will indivi-
dually notify any individuals who are to be excluded. 
They will also notify those individuals whose cases have 
not yet^ determined and will interview such individuals in 
order to determine their final status. 

Upon their arrival, the Army representatives established 

their headquarters in the office building of the Army post of 

military police, situated at the northeast corner of the Army 

compound, directly east of the Administration Building area. 

The Army compound is separated from the project proper by the 

highway, and there is a distance of approximately one mile be-

tween the office building and the main Administration Building. 

They spent December 18 in preparing the office spaces and 

getting their records in order to begin hearings of the indi-

viduals as specified in the Notice. Project Director Mills, too, 

prepared to expedite the Army hearings. He appointed Dorothy 

Stevick, the Relocation Advisor in charge of Leave Clearance, as 

liaison officer. 

45 
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The Array hearings were to be conducted by Col. Conger and 

Maj • Hitchcock separately. That is to say, two hearings were 

to be conducted simultaneously, Col. Conger handling one set and 

Maj. Hitchcock the other. The Western Defense Command had pre-

pared forms that contained informations on the individuals. The 

interviewers were to record whatever facts they gathered on the 

forms. In addition, the team had in their possession individual 

exclusion orders, having the names of interviewees on them, whdfeh 

had evidently been prepared in advance by the Western Defense Com-

mand. At the conclusion of hearings, the interviewing officers 

had a choice of either withholding the individual exclusion orders 

or issuing them to the individuals depending on the merits of the 

cases. In cases where the orders were withheld, they were attached 

to the questionnaire forms to be returned to the headquarters of 

the Western Defense Command. In all hearings, the project ppo-

vided the Army with the individuals1 leave clearance records and 

other project f i les . 

The records of the hearings and the project records had to 

be reviewed by another officer, Maj. Bonpain. (Another Colonel 

was added on December|23 to aid Maj. Bonpain in reviewing the 

cases. He was evidently dispatched from the Presidio of San 

Pranscisoon, for Col. Conger had expressed that the work was mcuh 

more difficult and complicated than they had anticipated.) After 

the cases were reviewed, the receommendations of the Hearing 

Board, either affirmatively or nagativei^ for the individual ex-

clusion, were sent to the Headquarters at San Francisco. 

There were also a sergeant and a private who came with the 

team. They were doing clerical work, (later, another private 
•fitt.^/ 

wao flown from San Francisco to aid them.) 
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Thus, as described above, the evacuees whose status had not 

been determined were, after the hearings, to be divided into the 

(following two groups: 

1. Those that are free to relocate and establish resi-
dence anywhere in the United States. 

2 . Those to whom the exclusion orders are continued to 
be in force by virtue of the Individual Exclusion 
Order issued to them individually. 

The Individual Exclusion Order consists of three sheets of 

different instructions stapled together. Each of the three dif-

ferent documents is reproduced below: 

HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND 
Office of the Commanding General 

Poston, Arizona 

- N O T I C E -

This exclusion order is issued to you pending a review 
by the Commanding General, Western Defense Command. You 
will be advised in writing of any change in this exclusion 
order as a result of the review. 

In addition to the review of your case you can, if 
you so desire, apply for a hearing beofre an Aftny hearing 
Board. 

/ s / Louis M. Hitchcock 
Louis M. Hitchcock 
Major, Signal Corp 
Actg. Asst. Adj. General 

HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEFESSE COMMAND 
Office of the Commanding General 
Presidio of San Francisco, California 

SUBJECT: Exclusion 

TO: Tokio Ohta (37105) 
Colorado River Relocation Center 
Poston, Arizona 

1. Under authority of Executive Order No. 9066, 19 February 
1942, and delegation of authority thereunder by the Sec-
retary of War, and pursuant to a determination that the 
present action is dictated by military necessity, you are 
prohibited, effective immediately, from being in, remain-
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ing in or entering the West Coast exclusion zone, as at 
present designated and established by Proclamations and 
Orders of this headquarters, or such other exclusion areas 
or zones which, for reasons of military necessity, may be 
designated and established by subsequent Proclamations or 
Orders of this headquarters. This prohibition shall con-
tinue in force until revoked by competent authority. 

2. You are hereby notified that, if you desire, you may 
have a hearing on the question whether your exclusion shall 
be continued, such hearing to be before a Board of Officers 
appointed for this purpose. At such hearing you may appear 
before the Board and you will be afforded an opportunity 
to present evidence in your own behalf and to answer quest-
ions or make a statement. 

3 . Should you desire a hearing by the said Board, please 
so indicate by letter to the Commanding General, Western 
Defense Command, Presidio of San Francisco, California, 
attention: Civil Affairs Division. You will then be noti-
fied of the time and place of hearing and will be furnished 
such information and papers as are appropriate. 

4 . Failure to comply with paragraph 1 hereof wiil subject 
you to the criminal penalties provided by Public Law 503, 
77th Congress, approved 21 March 1942, entitled *An Act 
to Provide a Penalty for Violation of Restrictions or Orders 
with Respect to Persons Entering, Remainingjin, Leaving or 
Committing any Act in Military Areas or Sones. ,f 

By command of Major General PRATT: 

/ s / D . 0 . Cook 
D . 0* Cook 
WOJG, USA 

Actg Asst Adj Gen 

HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND 
Office of the Commanding General 

Presidio of San Franelsco, California 

SUPPLEMENT TO INDIVIDUAL EXCIXJSEON ORDER 

For your information the area designated in your ex-
clusion order as the WEST COAST EXCLUSION 20NE is officially 
delineated in Civilian Restrictive Order No. 32 , dated 15 
December 1944, which includes generally the western half 
of the State of Washington, the western half of the State 
of Oregon, all of the State of California, and the south-
ern one-third of the State of Arizona. 

You are also excluded from the Coastal Exclusion Area 
of the Eastern Defense Command as defined and designated by 
the Commanding General, Eastern Defense Command, Governors 
Island, New York, New York. This coastal exclusion zone 
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includes generally all those counties which border on the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

You are also excluded from the exclusion area as pre-
scribed by the Commanding General, Southern Defense Com-
mand, Port Sam Houston, Texas. This area includes generally 
those counties bordering on the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Mexican border and the southeast one-third of the State of 
Louisiana as defined and designated by Public Proclamation 
No. 1, dated 30 May 1942, issued by the Commanding General, 
Southern Defense Command. 

The above exclusion areas are subject to change as 
may be ordered by appropriate military commanders. You 
will be informed when such changes are made. 

By command of Major General PRATT; 

/ s / B. Y- **ead 
B. Y . READ 

Colonel. AGD 
Adjutant General 

By the afternoon of December 18, the Army team had ^cleared 

the deck" for undertaking the hearings. Colonel Conger submitted 

to Dorothy Steoick what he called a partial list of names of per-

sons to be called in the first few days. It was understood, there-

fore, that there were other lists that would be released to the 

project from time to time. Stevick estimated that the first list 

contained between 125 to 150 names, whdch the Army ordered to be 

kept secret. According to Conger1 s plan, each interview was 

not expected to take any more than fifteen minutes. But he wanted 

only about fifteen persons scheduled for the first day, as only 

Maj. Hitchcock would be conducting hearings for a day or two. 

y* 

Accordingly, Stevick prepared notices^to appear before the board 

on the next day, dividing the interviewees into groups of two and 

setting the time of appointments fepart by forty minutes. It is 

interesting to note that the notices were so worded to leave im-

pression on the appointees that they were being called by the W 4 s 
Army and their presence w-w&e mandatory. On them, the signatures 
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of Col. Conger were affixed by proxy. Stevick took such an 

especial care in conveying the importance of appearing before the 

board on time, for the project had in the past had difficulties 

of getting interviewees1 cooperation for hearings of such a 

nature. Some of the more extreme ones had ignored the thirfcd and 

fourth notices requesting their appearance before the Leave 

Clearance Board or for repatriation and exf>atriation hearings. 

Some others of the more articulate ones had taken extra measures 

in coming to^tSe member of the appointed stafff , and shouting at 

him pugnaciously the following remark or remarks of a similar 

substance: 

,fI don't care what happens to me. All I care is to go 
back to Japan as soon as possible. I have been interviewed 
over and over on the same questions. I have had enough of 
them. Can't you leave me alone?" 

With the extraordinary carS, Dorothy Stevick sent through 

the Unit Administrators the fifteen notices for appearance* to 

the individuals, having each of them sign on a receipt . For 

the first day, December 19, nine men were called from Unit I , 

two from Unit I I , and three from Unit I I I . All of them were 

male citizens, for the Army list contained no female citizens. 

She, then, made arrangements for an observer and an interpreter. 

Stevick originally understood from the Army team that the 

presence of an observer was allowed in the hearings. Suclji ob-

server was expected to see that the hearings be condected fair-
was 

ly. Since the appointed personnel as a whole curious as 

to what the Army representatives might do with the individuals 

in the hearings, there were several anxious offers. John Powell, 

for one, showed a great enthusiasm for serving as an observerJ he 

drew the assignment for the first day. in his words, he was 
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particularly interested in the type of questions that the Army 

might use in determining the loyalty of an individual, for he 

was frorftthe beginning on the Leave Clearance Board of this pro-

ject and was known as one of the most liberal members. At one 

time, he also made a trip to Washington to assist the WRA office 

to expedite the final processing of the Leave Clearance trans-

cripts and recommendations from the various projects, which had 

be e n ftbot t led ne c ked w . 

With selection of interpreters, however, Stevick was not so 

fortunate. The reason for the difficulty might be said to be at 

least twofold. First, there are not enough capable bi-lingual 

people left on the project« Most of the people remaining at pre-

sent are able to cayry conversation coherently only in Japanese, 

while the younger people in schools or just out of school are 

deficient in their ability to speqk Japanese. The few remaining 

capable bi-lingual persons are in the key positions or on other 

important assignments on the project and could not be spared from 

their regular duties. Secondly, many of the capable bi-lingual 

persons were ifraid to assume the responsibility lest they might 

be regarded by the community as collaborating and assisting the 

Army against the interest of the Japanese. Often in the past, 

many of the interpreters for Leave Cleatranoe hearings and other 

similar hearings were regarded as "inuff. This reaction pattern 

of the community definitely acted as a deterrent when Stevick 

contacted several prospects. (The usual Inu antipathy developed 

within a few days, although in a midd form, against those that 

were willing to act as .interpreters. It was curious to note 

» that the adverse criticisms of some irrational people were only 

diredted at those interpreters who did not have any political 
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strength» Such persons as Elmer Yamamoto, the evacuee attorney, 

Yoshitaro Kato, the chairman of the Executive Board, Nishimoto 

and the likes, who served voluntarily as interpreters whenever 

their duties could spare them, escaped any criticisms of this 

nature. However, Corlies Carter, having received his early 

training at Tule Lake, took an extra precaution when he heard that 

some <bf the younger interpreters were germed as Inu by some in-

responsible persons. He notified Director Mills of the situation 

on December 28. Mills in turn consulted Col. Conger on the matter. 

The Director and the 6olonel saw two possible solutionis follows: 

1« To request the Army to send a team of interpreters from 
Port Snelling, Minn., where Nisei soldiers are trained 
in «3 apanese. 

2 . If possible, however, to ask the cooperation of the 
Nisei soldiers on the project on furlough. 

r 

After an inquiry tty>ugh the community, Col. Conger was able to ob-

tain the services of First Lt. Bary Kadani and Staff Sergeant 

Albert Tamura. The two Nisei were vetrans the Southwest Paci-

fic theatre of war, and were visiting their families in Poston 

on 30-days leaves. 

Because of difficulties with interpreter problem, John Powell 

suggested to Mills to request the Department of Justice to sent/ 

its own interpreters when the representatives of the Immigration 

and Naturalization Service^come to Poston to investigate some of 

the aliens. ) After an extensive search, Stevick finally suc-

ceeded in getting the services of Elmer Yamamoto for the first 

day and of a Nisei girl, the secretary of Corlies Cafcter, for 

the second day. Yamamoto, too, was curious to know what the Army 

team might ask of the interviewees, for he is one of the litigants 

who filed the test case against the Western Defense Command con-
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testing the validity of the exclusion orders. 

At this point, before going into detailed accounts of the 

hearings, it might be well to present some descriptions, albeit 

scant, of these Army officers, for their personalities played an 

important role in deciding the fate of the citizens and aliens 

of Japanese ancestry, who appeared before the board. It is sus-

pected that the recommendations by these men, which were influenced 

by their personalities, would have a far reaching consequences 

on the future courses of the Japanese. 

Gol. Conger, the head of the Army team, was a vetran of the 

Wrold War I . He is about five feet two inches tall , and weight 

about 165 pounds. He had his hair^ cut short; his face was full 

of freckles. In appearance and manner, he was stern, yet friendly 

and genial. He was especially courteous. As interview«^ppeared 

at the door of his office, h6 st<bod from his desk and bowed polite-

ly giving proper greetings. As the hearings^concluded and the 

interviewees were leaving his office, he repeated the same cour-

teous gestures. There was no doubt that he left very good im-

pressions on the Japanese, particularly the aliens, whom he in-

terviewed . 

Col* Conger, according to his own statement, served as a 

special investigator ; after the last war ;for the custom service 

of the Treasury Department. He specialized in the narcotic traf-

fics , in which dealings he became acquainted with some Japanese. 

He confessed, nevertheless, that he had believed rather naively 

of the problem of determining the loyalty of persons of Japanese 

ancestry. He had thought that oioww Japanese were inherently 

loyal; among them there was a small number of Japanese who were 
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loyal to Japan and were to be regarded as potentially dangerous 

to the national security. He had conceived these hearings as a 

simple mechanism in which the loyalty of a Japanese could be de-

termined by obtaining an answer to Question 28 of the registration 

c 
form. He revealed that he had not forseen the motivational fac-

A 

tors, other than disloyalty as, for the negative answers to 

Question 28 . Some of his interviewees, he confided, argued bit-

terly why the Japanese citizens had been treated differentially 

from the citizens of German or Italian ancestry. They wanted to 

know why they had been treated worse than German and Italian 

aliens and regarded similarly with the Japanese aliens. Conger 

w 

admitted that he had no answers to these questions. The mass ex-

clusion was a result of uncontrolled war hysteria, a final out-

come of surging racial hatred. *A terrible mistake,v confessed 

he. Surprisingly enough, Conger's reactions were in direct don-

flict with the official explanation for the exclusion expressed by 

the Western Defense Command, which he officially represented. In 

the various official announcements, the Western Defense Command 

advanced a rationale that the Japanese were evacuated for mili-

tary necessity. 

At another stage, Conger expressed a deep sympathy for some 

of the persons whom he was obliged to determine as not loyal to 

the United States. In them, he saw irreparable scars of the eva-

cuation, although they were not in any sense loyal to Japan. 

Major Hitchcock, on the other hand, was a distinct contrast 

to his interviewing partner, Col. Conger. The (rfa^or was a 'pro-

fessional" soldier. He was about Six feet ta l l , and weighed 

about 200 pounds. His hairs were silvery gray in contrast to 

Conger's chestnut hairs. His face was reddish and well shaven. 
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He looked beyond sixty years of age to Conger's fifty-ish appear-

ance. He looked exacting and impatient, somewhat short of tern« 

per. In addressing, his voice was deep, loud, and penetrating. 

Maj. Hitchcock stated that at the time of Pearl harbor he 

was recalled to active service from ret irement. At one time, 

he served on the U. S . Army stationed in the Philippine Islands, 

and boasted the fact that he trained the "native troops". He 

said that he learned "the native psychology" while taking charge 

of Pilippino soldiers, and became "a natural psychologist". In 

hi» own words, he beliived that he was an expert psychologist to 

such an extent that he could understand workings of the minds 

of people appearing before him at present. 

During his retirement from the active duty, he lived in 

Southern California, where he knew many Japanese, although not 

intimately. Of the mass evacuation he spoke as a military neces-

sity. The United States went into the present war with Japan 

without ample preparation. The Army was not ready at the time 

to wage a war. with Pearl Harbor, the Army was caught unprepared. 

It did not know what do with the Japanese population on the Paci-

fic Coast, he argued. There was a great danger of invasion by 

the Japanese forces, and the Army knew that there were many dis-

loyal Japanese people in the Coast States, whojmight aid the 

enemy. Since there was no time to screen the loyal from the dis-

loyal, the entire Japanese population by military necessity was 

evacuated, he reasoned. 

The civil agencies of the Federal Government, in Hitchcock's 

thinking, had investigated the Japanese thoroughly to theft best 

of their abilities. However, such investigations, including those 

by the FBI, were not satisfactory to the Army. The military arm 
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of the Government had carried its own investigations for tte 

past year», the Major confided,and these were much more thorough 

than the others. The hearings tonducted by the Army Board were 

the final phase of the Army investigations that would determine 

the loyalty of doubtful Japanese conclusively. 

In H4tchcock!s opinion, those who expressed the desire to 

renounce their American citizenship were "dumb guys" and "fools". 

"They don't know what they are throwing away," said the Ma}or 

reflectingly. "They are giving up something which we protect with 

our lives. They don't know that nin^y percent of the people in 

Europe would give their lives to get over here and become American 

cit izens." 

Maj. Hitchcock believed that the Army hearings were the 

"^ast pay-off for those doubtful Japanese-Americans and those 

with dual citizenship to decide between the United States and 

japan. To him, the loyalty to the United States meant the will-

ingness to fight anywhere in the world for tte country without 

any affection for any foreign country. About those Nisei or 

Kibei who preferred not to fight in the South Pacific and the 

Philippines, he said, "They are no more loyal to the United States 

than I am to the Emperor of Japan, " or "They cannot serve under 

two masters." 

In proportion to his naivet£,the major was gulible to most 

obvious, ostensive "flag waving". The Nisei girl , who interpreted 

for him on the second day, reported that she was so depressed 

with a stream of Kibei who came and renounced their citizenship 

that she defiantly expounded on "saccharin patriotism". "The 

major fell for my patriotic talks," said she. 

The Major confessed to another Japanese that it was a soothing 
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relief to listen to the girl ' s patriotism. He also added that 

he was confident of the Japanese people as a whole after listen-

ing to her, having been convinced that the type of people he inter-

viewed were not representative of the Japanese. 

I 

Of Issei , he believed that a great number of them was loyal 

to the United States. He argued that it was a mistake that 

naturalization had not been permitted for them, and he foresaw 

in the near future that a législation would be enacted to remove 

the restriction. 

Of Maj. Bonpain, the man who reviewed the interview records 

submitted by Col. Conger and Maj. Hitchcock, least is known. He 

appeared to be a man of Jewish extraction, about forty years of 

age. He was about five feet three inches ta l l , and about 150 

pounds in weight. He wore glasses of fairly thick miopic lenses. 

It was told later that hw was a lawyer before he was drafted. 

His manner of questioning and the styles he used in framing the 

questions whenever he was called to assist the Interviewing of-

ficers in determining the borderline cases substantiated the be-

lief that he had a considerable experience in the court. The con-

tents of his questions gave an impression that he knew quite 

thoroughly of the Japanese and the Japanese societies in the United 

States. It was also probable that he possessed some ability to 

speak in Japanese, although he did not betray himself. It was, 

therefore, suspected that the Major had been detailed since Pearl 

Harbor or thereabout to the investigations of the Japanese in the 

United States conducted by the Western Defense Command. 

In conducting the hearings for the Japanese, whose loyalty 

to the United States were being questioned, the Army team used 
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the basic questions listed below» It is safe to assume that all 

t&e Army representatives dispatched simultaneously to the various 

relocations centers had been instructed in a group by the Western 

Defense Dommand in the standard procedures, which included these 

fundamental questions. 

1• Name 

2 . Age 

3 . Place of birth 

4 . "Do you have brothers or sisters in the armed forces 
of the United States?" 

5 . "Are you a dual citizen?" 

6 . "Where are yourjparents living now?" 

7 . Questions regarding his immediate family members in 
Japan, if any. Whenever the answers brought out a 
fact that he had a brother or brothers (sometimes 
eousins )/ , /m in Japan, he was asked, "Do you know if 
he or they is or are in the Japanese army?" 

8 . Questions regarding the interviewee's visits to Japan, 
if any. 
"When did you make your most recent visit to Japan?" 
"When did you return to this country?" 
"When was the visit before that?" 
"How many years did you stay in Japan at that time?" 
These questions were repeated to account for every 
visit to Japan. 
"What school or schools did you attend in Japan?" 
^Did you receive any military training in school while 
in japan?" (explaining that the interviewer meant a 
school military training, somewhat similar to the R .O .T .C . 
of this country.) 

9 . "Did you go to school in this country?" 
"How much schooling did you have over here?" 

10. "Did you belong to any Japanese organization or society?" 

11. "Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United 
States of America and faithfully defend the United 
States from any or all attack By foreign or domestic 
forces, and forswear any form of allegiance or obe-
dience to the Japanese emperor, or any other foreign 
government, power or organization?" (Same as Question 
28 of the Registration form) 

12. "l)o you want to renounce your citizenship, and become 
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a citizen of Japan?" 

13. "Have you applied to renounce you citizenship . • . ? * 

14. "Are you willing to be inducted into the United States 
Army? * 

(The following question was probably added by Maj. Hitchcock 
in the later hearings. In the early hearings, neither Con-
ger nor^ Hitchcock used the question.) 

15. "Will you willingly go to any part of the world, includ-
ing the South Pacific and the Philippines?" 

For the aliens , however, the Army representatives used quest-

ions mod If iod to be applicable to their status. For instance, 

the question, "Do you have brothers or sisters in the armed forces 

of the United States?*, was modified to "Do you have sons or 

daughters in the armed forces of the United States?" The question, 

"Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of 

America • • . and forswear any form of allegiance tv obedience 

to the Japanese emperor . . . ? " was, as in the Registration form 

for a lie ns/changed to "will you swear to abide by the laws of the 

United States and to take no action which would in any way inter-

fere with the war effort of the United States?" With the aliens, 

nonetheless, the Army representatives were more thorough on their 

connections with Japanese organization or society. They for-

mulated many extemporaneous questions pertaining to their motives 

in joining the Japanese Association or to the amount of money 

contributed to Japanese war efforts. 

In scheduling individuals for hearings, it became evident 

later, the Army used certain groupings, or what it mysteriously 

called "steps" . It appeared that the Army had classified the in-

dividuals according to the available evidences on which they were 

questionnd> For example, the citizens of Japanese ancestry, who 
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had applied for expatriation, were classified in one group, which 

the Army called "Step I * . The aliens, who had applied for re-

patriation, were grouped together, which the Army probably called 

"Step I I " . The citizens, who changed their answers to the loyalty 

questions from "No" to "Yes" at one time or another, were c^^sif ied 

in ,rStep I I I " . "Step IV" was composed of the citizens, whom the 

Army had some grounds to suspect their loyalty to the United States 

due to adverse evidences. There was another group which was en-

tirely composed of aliens who had been pare led from the Detention 

Gamp of the Department of Justice. It is obvious that there were 

other "Steps", but due to ^as. extreme secretiveness of the Army 

representatives no information could be obtained on them. 

The Japanese-Americans of "Step I " (This group perhaps in-

cluded those who changed their answer^to Question 28 from "Yes" 

to "No" during their Leave Clearance hearings the original 

"No -No" citizens had been segregated —- or on other occasions), 

who had applied for expatriation, were called first . Their hear-

ings consumed the first three days from December 19 to December 21,d«</ 

a lo ne & 
were entirely conducted by Major Hitohcockj, who made up Board 

of one. These hearings, however, as expected, turned out to be 

a procession, with rare exceptions, of paranoid personalities, 

who defiantly announced their desire to renounce their American 

citizenship. They were outspoken with their woes and grievances 

for the differential treatments, especially the mass exclusion. 

Their bitterness was noticeable in every statement they made to 

the Major. Some of them were extremely bellicose; and others 

were equally resentful. Only on rare occasions, probably one oflt 

of ten, there were inviduals who hesitated in answering to the 

question, "Do you want to renounce your citizenship, and become a 
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citizen of Japan? or who have negative answers. 

On the first day, however, Maj. Hitchcock was sympathetic 

and forebearing probably he had been instructed to so behave 

by the Western Defense Command. In the opinion of John Powell, 

who served as an observer on that day, the Army officer was 

"fair and understanding", about the equal of the best of the Leave 

Clearance Board members. "He admitted that he did not know much 

about the problems of these people," Powell stated, " but he was 

quick in catching on to the workings of their minds." With most 

of the individuals, who wanted to renounce their citizenship, the 

f^ajor tried to reason that they were making a great mistake, 

Powell reported. With each of them, he spent more t/ê ci half an 

hour trying to make him see that the American citizenship was some-

thing to be cherished. In almost all of these cases, the major's 

appeals fell on deaf ears. In the same degree, he was chagrined 

and depressed to see American citizens throwing away their 

''cherished prerogatives" as easily as "throwing cigarettefbutts 

out of window". WI had not realized that their problems were so 

complex and complicated," Powell quoted the Major aw saying. To 

this reaction, Powell commented cynically, "That's nothing. All 

of us meaning the WRA officials had gone through the same 

agony during the Leave Clearance hearings long ago. We are used 

to it now. There is nothing one can do . " 

Of the first day group, there was one interesting case, on 

which Maj. Hitchcock spent a considerable time, Powell reported. 

It was a youngster of about twenty years of age, who had never 

been out of the United States. He had aged parents in Unit I I , 

and his grandparents were in Japan. His elder brother was now 
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in Prance fighting for the united States. He had answered "Yes" 

to Question 28 at the time of registration, but had subsequently 

filed an application for expatraition. During his hearing, the 

ftjajor repeated the aame Qestion 28 , and the young man answered 

,rYesn as before. When he was asked whether he wanted to renounce 

his citizenship, he replied emphatically in the nagative stating 

that he did not want to lose i t . The Major, then, explained to 

him that an application for expatriation was tantamount to an ex-

pression of desire to renounce citizenship. He reasoned that one 

canAd not lie loyal to the United States when he desired expatriation 

from the country. Because of the youngster's dilemma, Hitchcock 

questioned him in detail on his family background, which, in the 

end, revealed that he had been coerced to apply for expatriation. 

His parents wera worried about his grandparents, who were in Japan, 

and wanted to send one of their boys to Japan to look after them, 

for they themselves were too old to be of any value. Since their 

oldest boy had been taken into the Army, the assignment fell on 

the youngster in question. The boys' parents, furthermore, reasoned 

that they could not send him to Japan during wartime unless he 

applied for expatriation. It became evident during his testimony 

that his parents excercised a considerable amount of pressure, to 

which he finally succumbed. 

Having heard the sad plight of the youngster, Maj. Hitch-

cock was very sympathetic, and advised i id him to withdraw his 

application for expatriation, explaining that there was little 

possibility of going to Japan for duration on an exchange boat 

while existence of such an application would jeopardize him as 

an American citizen. On his promise for withdrawal of the ex-

patriation application, the Army officer did not issue to him 
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the Individual Exclusion Order, which had been prepared for him 

in advance. He stated that he would submit his recommendation 

to his superior that the young Japanese-American be placed on the 

free list. 

On the second day, Maj. Hitchcock still carried the load of 

haffrings alone, but his attitude had somewhat changed overnight. 

No longer was he sympathetic and forebearing as on the first day. 

He became stern and uncompromising, probably because of reactions 

to seeing American citizens without loyalty to the United States 

as "professional" Army officers expected them to possessor pro-

bably due to fcfealization of futility of convincing the recalcit-

rant Niséi and Kibei. (For the second day, Paul O fDay, the Statis-

tician, was scheduled £e an observer. As he went to the Krmy post 

to report, Dorothy Stevick, who in addition to her regular duties 

ran taxi service from the project for the interviewees, was told 

that the observer must have the ability to speak English. It 

seemed that the Army wanted one Japanese interpreter and another 

person, either Caucasian or Japanese, who could act as a substituée 

interpreter (probably the second interpreter might have been ex-

pected to check on the translation of the f irst ) . Therefore, O'Day 

was disqualified and no Caucasian was presnet on the day.) Ac-

cording to the report by the Nisei girl , who interpreted for Hitch-

cock, he was neither patient nor understanding. ''There was a 

case of Nisei, about 24 years of age, who had never been back 

to japan," the Nisei girl narrated. "He was nice looking and 

appeared at ease while Major Hitchcock shuffled his papers. He 

answered all preliminary questions easily and without any hesi-

tation. To the question, "Do you want to revoke your American 

citizenship and become a citizen of Japan?", he thought a long 
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while and said in a rather defensive manner, fwell, I haven't 

had a chance to excercise my American ditizenship. It 's no good 

to meJ" 

"The filajor looked stern and said, 'Let me repeat the question 

once more,1 and did so. The silence in the room was long and un-

comfortable, the only sound being that of the boy, who had a col/3 

and was sniffing an inhaler. At length, he shifted his position 

and said, "Yes". The Major wrote it down." 

"Then the boy want on to explain, 'You see, I went back East 

on short term leave and tried to get into defense work, but they 

wouldn't take me , ' " continued the girl interpreter. "Major 

Hitchcock said, 'Well, as far as that goes, there are lots of 

Caucasians who can't get into defense work either. ' The Exclusion 

Order was given to him." 

The Nisei girl reported that the Army officer did little 

arguing with the subjects, although they tried to argu4«g on 

racial descriminations and persecution as the result of the mass 

exclusion, saying that they had not been treated as American 

citizens. In these cases, he insisted that the subjects should 

WiC. outs "¿Softs 

answer^ in either "Yes" or "No". It was evident, then, that the 

flfajor changed his policy of handling his hearings, for the girl 's 

report was quite different from that of John Powell. This change 

was substantiated by the Major's own statement to Nishimoto later, 

" I soon found that there was no use in talking to these birds. They 

had made up their minds. I don't waste my breath any more." 

On the second day, as on the f irst , the Major faced one 

Japanese-American after another, who expressed their desire to 

renounce their American citizenship, although there were very 
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rarely that expressed their loyalty to the United States and their 
A 

desire to retain their citizenship. However, the latter indivi-

duals were exceptions to break the monotony of the former group. 

It was also reported that many of those interviewed were those who 

had never seen Japan. The gril said that she was called on to 

interpret only once or twice. (Powell, too, reported that the 

interviews on the first day were almost entirely conducted in 

6 

English without^need -ei interpreter.) 

To the Nisei girl , the experience of seeing the recalcitrant 

Japanese-Americans continually was trifling and depressing. She 

reacted strongly in giving the Major patriotic talks and indulged 

in "flag waving" (Supra, p. 56 ) , she stated proudly, to counteract 

the adverse effect on the Major. She became defensive and enveavored 

to convey to him an impression that there were other Nisei, who 

were agressively loyal to their own country. 

Among those interviewed on the second day, there was an in-

teresting Nisei, who was certain that he would not be called for 

Army duty. He was a boy of nineteen. He said that he had chronic W'Wr A fpGc/'^ 
kidney troubles. He had been to San Francisco.with his father, to 

^ A 

consult a specialist and receive medical treatment with a special 

military permit, which he had had a great difficulty in obtaining 

from the Western Defense Command. The difficulty, however, was 

attributed by the boy to the fact that his father had applied for 

repatriation. He stated to the Major that his sister and el&xsr 

lounger brother had died from the same kidney ailments. He had 

answered to the loyalty question in the affirmative, and still 

maintained the same answer. Nor did he any desire to go to Japan, 

although it was speculated that he had applied for expatriation 

when his father had filed his own application. 
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Of the boy, the Major asked whether he was willing to be 

inducted into the United States Army. He replied that he was 

willing to serve in the Army, but he nwonft be any good anyway, 

because I T 9 too weak to do anything." The Major stressed the 

point and asked, "Do you feel yourself loyal to the United States7." 

The boy without hesitation answered that he so believed. To him 

the Individual Exclusion Order was not issued, and a recommendation 

for exemption from the military orders was submitted; 

By the afternoon of December 20 , the second day, the community 

as a whole realized that the Army hearings had begun, but it was 

not aware of the details. It showed very little interest in the 

hearings, for the disclosure of the policy to liquidate relocation 

centers had gripped the people in excitement. Few isentiments were 

expressed by average residents on the matter. If they did, they 

thought these hearings were another series of hearings to whch they 

had been accustomed. In the same manner as they had been taking 

the Family Counseling interviews and the repatriation hearings of 

the Leave Clearance Board, they reacted indifferently to the Army 

hearings. With those who had been on the WRA stop list, interest 

in the matter was a little more intense, for they obviously ex-

pected that they would be called in due course before the Army 

representatives. But their interest, too, was that of curiosity, 

mingledT with a mild anxiety; they were curious to ascertain what 

questions they would be asked if they were called. Some people 

of this group sought out ttiziii individuals who had likely been 

called befcre the Board to obtain the information. If they gained 

the necessary information, they in turn passed it on to their friends 

without positive reactions. With those who had had their hearings 
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their reactions were paranoi^ac bitter expressions of recial 

persecution^ and heroic justifications for their renouncement of 

citizenship. It was observed that many of the "bailees'" (Those 

who refused to report to their pre-induct ion physical examinations 

or the induction calls, or those who refused to be sworn in at 

the time of induction. They are out on a bail of $1,000 each, 

awaiting trial by the Federal Court. They are sometimes called 

''One-hundred-dollar boys", becuase they paid fees of one hundred 

dollars each to their bondman for their bails . There are about 

sixty-tfive such boys throughout the three Units here.) had been 
schedu led 

either called or -wwc to be called. It is understandable, there-

fore, that their paranoiac expressions were frequent and intense, 

although their sentiments had little effect on the rest of the com-

munity outside of their immediate friends. Some of their represen-

tative expressions are recorded below: 

"What do £hey expect after kicking us around? Who the hell 
wants citizenship (meaning American citizenship)?'* 

" If we weren't evacuated, I would have been willing to fight 
for the country. But not now." 

" I don't care what happens to me. I will carry my fight 
to the bitter end to show them that they can't kick us 
around." 

" I told the Army guy right in his face I don't want citi-
zenship." 

"What's use of one hearing after another? I said once that 
I want to go to Japan, and that should be enough." 

'"I can't stand these willytnilly Nisei, who can't stand up 
for their own rights. I told them (the Army representatives) 

that I didn't need American citizenship." 

" I told them that they should have treated us like American 
citizens if they wanted fas to act like them." 

"After they treated us like a bunch of aliens, what do they 
expect? Army or no Army, I am not afraid to tell them." 

"They gave me papers and told me that I can't go back to 
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California. I don't want to go to California. They said 
too that I can go out to other parts of the country. But 
I'm staying right here." 

"Those guys saying that they are willing to be inducted will 
be taken into the Army right away. I hear the Germans are 
advancing and killing off lots of American soldiers. I bet 
they will be shipped off to Europe without much training." 
To this, another boy replied, ''Yea*. They are suckers after 
they were shoved around." 

" I will go to Japan and fight for the Japanese army and not 
for America." 

"The Army guy asked me the same Question 28. I gave him the 
same 'NO" . He thinks I might change my answer. Not me.w 

(Dr. Bart let of the Hospital confided to the writer thatjshe knew 

several 'bailees" working as ambulance drivers or orderlies. She 

heard these boys expressing heroically similar sentiments to nurse 

aids. But when she caught them at off-guarded moments, they had 

logg f a c e s , whithout their usual cheerfulness and f l ippaocy . She 

concluded that in their inner selves they were extremely worried 

as to their fate not only as a result of expressing fc£ie4a? desire 

to renounce their American citizenship before the Army Board but 

I 
also because of^violatioriyof the Selective Service Act . ) 

December 21, the third day, was a repetition of the first two 

days. Young Japanese-Americans came to the Army hearings and 

went out expressing themselves disloyal to the United States 

and thel*» desire to renounce their American citizenship. Most 

of them were in their teens, and were graduates of Poston High 

Schools. They had never seen Japan and did not realize^ what 

Japan wa» like. Yet they stated that they had chosen Japan in 

preference to America. One of them defiantly stated that he did 

not have any idea what Japan was like and what was in store for 

him over there, but he did not care. Some of theirfeanted to ^qualify 
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their answers to the loyalty question and the citizenship question, 

by saying that they had not been treated afes American citzens or 

expressing similar sentiments, but they «ere immediately stopped 

by the Major, who reminded them that the questions must be replied 

either in "Yes* or "No". 

The Major, too, kept a monotonously stoic attitude firm 

and grim in interviewing these people, who were almost uniform-

ly dual citizens. He conducted these hearings mechanically and 

emotionlessly; he stated the various questions crisply and clear-

ly as if he were shouting orders to Army soldiers and expected 

monosyllabic replies. His interview, which consumed for each in-

dividual twenty minutes to forty minutes on the first day as Powell 

reported, was consummated as a rule in five or ten minutes. At 

the end of the five or ten minutes, he handed over the Individual 

Exclusion Order and terminated the hearing. Approximately twenty 

Japanese-American appeared before him on the day and received, 

except probably three, such Orders. The Major, no doubt, felt 

despairing and tormenting to see another flock of disloyal citi-

zens . 

During the morning, Miss Starkey, who teamed with Nishimoto 

as interpreters for the day, broke down and cried when the case 

of a young, clean cut, well - behaved man was completed. (Miss 

Starkey is a member of the Family Welfare Section. Fir years 

she taught schools in Japan, and returned to the United States in 

1941. She speaks Japanese fluently, although with a decided ac-

cent. She claims she had known many liberals in Japan.) The boy 

answered that he could not forswear any form of allegiance or 

obedience to the Japanese emperor, because he intended to go to 

Japan and remain there. He said that he was nineteen years of 
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age and had never seen Japan. But he had seen enough of the 

United States and could not see his future here. He was accom-

panying his parents, who had filed their repatriation applications. 

On questioning, he stated in good English that he wanted to re-

nounce his American citizenship and become a citizen of Japan, 

while admitting that he was a dual citizen although he had not 

chosen to be one. (He meant that his parents had registered him 

with the Japanese consulate at his birth . ) He added that he in-

tended to send his application to the Department of Justice in 

order to renounce citizenship. When the Major commented that he 

was making a mistake, he replied firmly that it did not matter with 

him whether he was making a mistake or not, but he was happy in 

following the dictum of his parents. i t U M Miss Star key cryingly 

said after he left that the boy had been indoctrinated by his 

parents, who had left Japan twenty or thirty years ago and did 

not know the present conditions there. "These parents think that 

what they know of Japan of thirty years ago are still there. They 

don't know that Japan has changed in the recent years. It is a 

teprible place to live now. It is sad that these parents have 

influenced the mirrfs of these young people. The youngster^can-

not adopt themselves to the ways of life in Japan. They would 

be very unhappy. I know many Nisei, who could not stand Japan 

and returned over here in a hurry. This fellow was auch a clean 

cut boy. What will be do over there?" 

Howevef, some of the cases were not so pathetic. One Kibei 

of about eighteen years of age came in . He stated through the 

interpreter that he was sent to Japan when he was very small. 

He finished an elementary school in Japan, and returned to the 

United States in 1940. He had not attended school here. He stated 
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that he could not answer in the affirmative for Question 28, and 

that he did not need his American citizenship. Duly, the Major 

handed over the Individual Exclusion Order and requested Inter-

preter Nishimoto to translate the content of the Order. Having 

heard the content, the boy replied that he did not need the paper. 

"What do I do with the paper?" asked the boy. 

"You take it home and read i t , " said the Major. 

" I can't read it . It 's no good," retorted the boy. 

"Well, it might serve as an identification for you,"counseled 

the Army officer. 

"But I 'm not going any place," said he. "I 'm going to stay 

here. I don't need any such Order, because I'm not going to get 

out of Poston.m 

"Do as I say," said the Major impatiently. "You take it 

home anyway." 

The Kibei went out of the room haughtily. Miss Starkey com-

mented after him, "There is a clear cut case. There is no doubt 

as to him." 

There were some difficult cases where Interviewees could not 

understand and comprehend the questions. A Nisei came in and 

said that he was eighteen. But he had not attended school since 

he was twelve years of age. After he quit school, he helped his 

parents in fanming. He gave a negative answer to Question 28 

without difficulty, but he could not grasp the meaning of the 

citizenship question. He compeletely failed to understand what 

was meant by renouncing his American citizenship. It was first 

put to him in English, then in Japanese. " I don't know what you 

are talking about," said the boy in a hon^est tone. The question 

was again tried in both English and Japanese. The boy, this time, 



72 

replied, "Please answer in any way you see f i t . It is all gight 

with me.n 

The Major gave up a hope of getting an answer from the boy, 

and issued to him an Individual Exclusion Order. 

In another case, a boy of sixteen appeared before the Major. 

He said that he wan a dual citizen and had been in Japan from 

1937 to 1940. Although he had been in Japan only for four years 

and spoke English well, he gave to the observers an impression 

that he had been much exposed to the Japanese culture. He stated 

that he had applied for expatriation, because his parents desired 

to take him back to Japan. To the loyalty question, he answered 

in the negative; but to the citizenship question, he replied that 

he did not wish to lose his American citizenship. It was obvious 

that he had been instructed by someone, probably by his parents, 

how to answer to the loyalty question, but he had not been aware 

of tha fact that he would be asked whether he desired to renounce 

his citizenship. Being in quandary, the Major called Major Bon-

pain in for consultation. The two Army officer together ex^ained 
A 

to the boy that it was impossible to be disloyal and to be want-

ing to be an American citizen at the same time. Since it was 

difficult to discuss the matter in abstract with the boy, one 

of the officers asked him how he liked Japan while he was there. 

"I liked Japan well , " the boy answered indecisively. 

"How do you like the United States, son?" asked Major Bon-

pain. 

"I like this country, too,* he replied again not so decisive-

ly-

"Which country do you like better?" 

"Oh, I don't know. I guess both of them are all right." 
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Further questions along this line, however, brought out 

the fact that he liked school life in the United States much 

batter than that of Japan. In the school which he attended in 

Japan, he was constantly ordered not to do this or that, not to 

attend certain motion pictures, and so on. He liked school liée 

here because he could play any sport he wanted to play and could 

see any picture he wished. In the end, he confessed that he was 

afraid of separating from his parents, because he had never made 

his own living. He believed that he must follow his parents 

to Japan inasmuch as they had applied for repatriation. 

To this frail , small Kibei, an Individua 1 Exclusion Order 

was issued with an instruction that he could have a re-hearing 

when he changed his mind of going to Japan, "write to the Com-

manding General of the Western Defease Command when you changed 

you mind," said Major Hitchcock. 

There was another interesting case on the third day. He 

was a Nisei of thirty-one years of age. He be lived that he was 

not a dual citizen. He had never been to Japan. When he revealed 

that he was a graduate of College of Pharmacy, University of 

California, the Major beamed with hope. Perhaps he thought that 

here was a man who would declare himself loyal to the United 

States. He was not accustomed to analysing J apanese-Americans 

spontaneously; he was misled by the fact that he was a college 

graduate. To the keener eyes, it was obvious that his Kibeish 

appearance and his accent would betray the Nkjor's hope. The 

man methodically replied "No" to the loyalty qusstion. To the 

citizenship question, he said, " I don't want citizenship of a 

country which could not treat all its citizens alike . " He said 

that he had not applied for renouncement yet. 
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In the usual manner, the Major issued him an Exclusion Or-

der. When the hearing was concluded, the Major followed the 

man to^foor and said hopelessly, " I thinking you are making a 

mistake • " 

The graduate of University of California snapped back at 

the Major blatantly and incoherently, "I don't want anything 

which can be taken away that easy. (Perhaps he believed that 

he had renounced his American citizenship.) You people kicked 

us around all you want. Now you are taking citizenship away 

just like that (snapping his fingers).** After the man disappear-

ed from the door angrily, the Major returned to his desk shaking 

his head in disgust. 

On December 22, the fourth day of the hearings by the Army 

Board, Colonel Conger began his series. (It was told that both 
for the past three days 

Col. Conger and Maj. Bonpain had been busy^going over the Leave 

Clearance records and other project records in preparation^ for 

these hearings.) He commenced to call in aliens who had been 

paroled from the Detention Camp by the Department of «Justice 

and who had applied for repatriation. (It is unfortunate that 

little materials are available on the hearings oondufcted by the 

Colonel. Some of the WRA officials, who assisted these hearings, 

were of an opinion that evacuee representatives should sit in 

the Hictchcock's hearings, while Caucasian interpreters be as-

signed to Conger. Ther interpreting team was usually composed 

of one Caucasian and one evacuee, except on one or two occasions, 

where Caucasian was not available. It is evident that the WRA 

officials regarded the hearings held for the citizens of Japanese 

ancestry by the Major more important, for the question of re-
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to Niahimoto 

nouncement of citizenship was involved. The statement made^by 

Miss Alice Cheney, one of the Caucasian interpreters, might be 

regarded as a representative sentiment of the WR!& officials. 

She said, "i want you to take Hitchcock, because it is important 

to have an evacuee leader sitting in hhere all the time. It is 

likely to create many criticisms. But if you are sitting in 

there, you will know what happens. And these people won't have 

much to complain afterwards. They often tell false stories.") 

These hearings of aliens are still continued as this report is 

written. 

According to the informants who had appeared before Conger, 

he asked many extemporaneous questions in addition to tte basic 

questions such as age, place of birth, and others listed else-

where (Supra, p. 59 ) . Among these, the following questions 

seemed to have been asked ofterner than others when the infor-

mants1 reports are analysed: 

"How do you feel towards the United States?" 

"How do you feel towards the Emperor of Japan? Bo you 
feel loyal to him?" 

f*Did you contribute money for the Japanese War effort?" 

*Did you belong to the Heimusha Kal?" 

(It is unknown for the present in what city the first fleimusha 

Kal was established. The Final Report of the Western Defense 

Command might have some information on this subject. If not, 

a close scrutiny of old vernacular newspapers will be necessary 

to ascertain this fact. At any rate, the first Helmusha Kai 

was established in some city or town soon after the outbreak of 

the Sino-japanese War the China Incident in 1937. Such 

an organization soon mushroomed in almost every Japanese community 



76 

on the pacific Coast independently of one another. The Heimusha 

Kai of San Francisco, that of Watsonville, that of Sacramento, 

and that of Gardena were among those that were organized in the 

earlier days, although they did not have any official tie among 

them. 

The organization was conceived by a few Kibei and young Issei. 

It was intended to embrace as its members all the Kibei and young 

Issei between the age of twenty and that of thirty-seven, the limits 

of the universal conscription of Japan. Under the Japanese law, 

the Japanese subjects of this age group were required to file 

applications annually with the nearest Japanese Consulate directly, 

or through the nearest Japanese Association, for exemptions from 

the conscription. With the outbreak of the war, these individuals 

were convinced that they should serve their mother country in 

some form, since they could not fight in China although they would 

probably be called for the service if there were in Japan. They 

formulated a plan to collect regular monthly donations from the 

members and transmit the money to the Japanese army and navy. 

For this purpose, the Jjelmusha Kai was organized, and the older 

people were solicited as auxiliary members to donate monthly dues 

too. 

The amounts of dues differed with the willingness and the 

economic status of individuals. It ranged from twenty-five 

cents to ten dollars or more. Occasionally, some persons donated 

jigger sums as extra donations --- some of the special contri-

butions amounted to one hundred dollars each to as much as five 

hundred dollars. And these bdntributions of larger sums were 

publicized in the vernacular papers. On the other hand, many 

Japanese unwillingly paid their dues, for some of them were afraid 
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that they might be termed "stingy™ or anti-Japan by their fellow 

Japanese, and some others believed better to give twenty-five 

cents or fifty cents to zealous campaigners in order to send them 

away satisfied from their doors rather than to argue about the 

propriety of the aim of such drives. 

r 
After Pearl Harbor, however, these Contibutors, both will-

A 

ing and unwilling, suffered heavily for their donations, for the 

FBI raided the headquarters of these various Helmusha Kai and seized 

their membership records. As a consequence, the FBI investigated 

the members and interned the leaders.) 

"Did you belong to the Kalgun Kyokai? 

(It laterally means Navy Association. The organization was first 

established in Los Angeles, and soon flourished throughout 

Southern California. It is twaknown whether or not there was a 

similar organization in San Francisco. The Kaigun Kyoka^ was pro-

bably conceived in the early thirties, it was alleged by the 

informed Japanese, as a service group composed of professionals 

and merchants and their wifles of Los Agneles Little Tokyo to 

entertain the sailors of Japanese naval tankers coming to San 

Pedro. In those years, the tankers of the Japanese navy often 

sailed into the Los Angelas harbor to purchase oil . 

In the later years, probably beginning in 1938, the Kalgun 

Kyokai solicited donations extensively among the community lead-

ers and people of the better economic status, and the money was 

regularly turned over to the Japanese Government to aid the 

naval expansion program, it was charged by many investigators. 

With the outbreak of the war, therefore, the organization was re-

garded as one of the most subversive ones, and all the donors, 

at one time or another, it was rumored, were interned.) 
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?Did you belong to the Butoku Kal?w 

(The Butoku Kal Is an organization created by the connunity lead-

ers to promote the Japanese style fencing among the Nisei. Such 

CVCy" y 
organization existed in a-ii'major Japanese communities on the 

Pacific Coast. These groups in different localities are said to 

have had a close inter-relationship among them, for they were 

operated under a same name, the gokubel Butoku Kal (Literally, it 

means Knighthood Virtues Association of North America). The fact 

that many notable fencers of japan had visited the Pacific Coast 

for giving instructions to the young fencers cast sus picion on 

these groups. The Army Board questioned some of the interviewees, 

on whom son» evidences were avialable indicating that they had 

belonged to the Butoku ifei;whether they knew one Nakamura. It was 

presumed from these questions that Nakamura was one of the visit-

ing fencing experts from Japan, on whom the Army possessed some 

information of a subversive nature. The FBI, the Array Intelligence 

unit, and other investigators of subversive activities have been 

convinced that the Hokubel Butoku Kal had organized these separate 

units in different towns and cities under one wing, which in turn 

operated according to the directives from the Dal Nippon Butoku 

Kal, allegedly its parent organization in Japan, which was known 

to be highly nationalistic. However, the Japanese vigorously re-

fute this contention and claim that they were groups of youngsters 

learning fencing as a ath^letic sport, and nothing more than that.) 

"Did you belong to any Kenjin Kal?" 

"Did you belong to any Kalgal Kyokal?" 

(As to their nature and functions, both Kenjin Kal and Kalgal Kyo-

kal were alike. Both groups were organized by the people who had 

come from the same Ken, or prefecture, of Japan. For instance, 
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people from Wakayama Ken in Los Angeles got together and formed 

a club for social purposes and for mutual aids, including aids to 

the later immigrants. They called thi3 group the Wakayama Kenjin 

Kal. Likewise, people from Okayama Ken formed a similar group 

for themselves and called it <Dhe Okayama Kalgal Kyokal. It was 

rather accidental that one group called its own as Kenjin Kal and 

another as Kalga 1 Kyokal. It is true, however, that with some 

Kenjin Kal the members failed to get along among themselves, and 

the internal dissensions split one Kenjin Kal into two groups, one 

group retaining the old name, while the other calling it Kalgal 

Kyokai. 

In the eyes of the Army Hearing Board, however, these two 

groups the Kenj in Kal and the Kalgal Kyokal are not simi-

lar in subsersive aims, an informant reported as one of the Board 

members as saying. The Army officer stated that the Kenftln Kal 

is translated as the association of people from the same Ken. Hence, 

it was an association to perpetuate the Japanese culture, including 

the Japanese national spirit. On the other hand, the Kalgal Kyo-

kai is translated as the Oversea Association, meaning a group of 

people who wanted to emmigrate into a foreign country, the of-

cer believed. "There is nothing wrong with people who desire to 

come to the United States, and it is perfectly natural for them 

to get together for the same interest," he was reported to have 

said. Therefore, because of this concept, people who had belonged 

to a Ken j in Kal were regarded more subtfersioe that those who had 

belonged to a Kalgal Kyokal.) 

'Did you belong to any Japanese Association?" 

Although these questions for alien interviewees regarding 

their connections with the various organizations in the Japanese 
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communities of the pre-Pearl Harbor days are listed above, it 

does not necessarily mean that every one waw asked with all of 

them. As explained elsewhere, the Army Hearing Board had been 

prepared with a questionnaire form, which contained information 

on the interviewee's connections with such societies and orga-

nizations as a result of the intensive investigation by the West-

ern Defense Command and other governmental agencies. As a rule, 

therefore, questions were limited to the specific organizations 

with which he had had dealings according to the Army information. 

Nevertheless, many aliens complained after their hearings that 

they had been subjected to detailed questionings on organizations 

to which they had never belonged. Some of them stated that the 

Army officer named every conceivable Japanese organization and 

asked them whether they had had connections with any of them. 

One informant reported disgustingly that he was grilled extensive-

ly on a Chochlku Kumlai, Mutual Savings Association, to which he 

had belonged some years ago as if it were f'a society of something 

to blow up a bridge." 

In contrast with these aliens whom the Army Board questioned 

in detail, there were other aliens whose interviews were brief. 

The informant who interpreted for the aliens reported that the 

latters could be classified into two groups. They were as follows 

1. Those aliens whose son or daughter is in the United 
States Army. 

2 . Those parolees who have applied for repatriation. Often 
those alien evacuees who have applied for repatriation. 

With the first group, Col. Conger asked their names, ages, and 

their birth places. Then, he asked the parents to inform the 

Board with the serial numbers of their sons and d/%jhters in the 

armed forces. The Colonel did not issue the Exclusion Orders to 
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them, stating that recommendations for clearance would be submitted 

to the headquarters. 

The informant narrated an interesting case regarding an alien 

whose son had been inducted into the United States Army sometfeime 
v-/ 

ago but had subsequently received a medical discharge. Prom his 

rustic mannerism, he was judged as a farmer, who had never had 

much contact with Caucasians. He came into the room timidly 

visibly afraid of what might be in s^yre for him. As the Colonel 

was out of the room at the time, he approached the interpreter 

asked in Japaneseefearfully, "How shall I answer? I'm worried." 

"Do you have son or daughter in the Army?" asked the inter-

preter. 

"No, I don't have anyone in the Army now," said the a l V ^ / 

"My son was taken in the Army, but he was returned for some medi-

cal reason." 

"Well, that's a honorable discharge," reasoned the inter-

preter. ,fThat should be as good as having a son in the Army." 

When the Colonel returned to the room and began to under-

taking questioning, the interpreter reported to him that the 

no 
Issei had a son, who had been hyably discharged from the Army. 

To this information, the Army officer reacted favorably and in-

formed him that he ought to be treated in the same way with those 

who had sons and daughters in the active service. No Individual 

Exclusion Order was issued to him and a recommendation was made 

to place him on the Army cleared list. 

With the second group, the informant reported, their inter-

views were just as brief as those with the first group, but for 

entirely different purpose. An alien of this group was afked of 

his age, place of birth, the date on which he arrived in the united 
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States, and the number of visits to Japan. After these preli-

minary questions, he was asked whether he desired to return to 

Japan and whether he had applied for repatriation. The infor-

mant reported that people of this group were not afraid to 

"come right out and tell the truth". As soon as he answered in 

the affirmative, the Colonel issued as Individual Exclusion 

order to him without further questioning. 

An Issei who had been interned at the outbreak of the war, 

a s u b s e q u e n t l y paroled, and applied for repatriation related 

his experience before the Board thus: 

"The Army fellow asked me my age, my birth place, and so 

on. Then he asked die if I would obey the law of the United States. 

That is really a silly question. Who wants to break the law of 

the country where you are living? I was taught in Japan that 

people must obey the law wherever they are. I am a good Jap-

anese, and that's taken for granted that I would obey the law 

of the united States while I am here. The Army do^'t need to 

ask such a question to Japanese. The next question was regarding 

my application for repatriation. What's the use of lying? They 

have all the information on me anyway. I do Id the officer that 

I want to go back to Japan as soon as possible and that I have 

applied for repatriation. That was all the question there was. 

The officer gave me a document, which the interpreter translated 

for me. He explained to me that I can't go to California and 

some other places. But I told them that I am going to Japan 

and not to anywhere else . " 

There was another Issei who believed that there was "no 

use in lying to the Army Board, because they have all the infor-

mation on me? Because of his connections with the Heimusha Kai 
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of Salinas, he was arrested by the FBI on December 7, 1941, but he 

later rejoined his family here on parole. He reported that the 

Board had the information on him, "They knew not only I was con-

nected with the Helmusha Kai but also that I was one of its of-

ficers. So I thought there was no use in lying to the Army Board, 

and admitted everything truthfully. They asked me a lot of questions 

about the Kai . " 

In the face of the admission of his connections with the or-

ganization, the Issei was requested by Colonel Conger to explain 

its aims and activities in detail . He reluctantly narrated to 

the officer that the organization collected donations from Japanese 

and sent the money to Japan. 

"Had you realized|that you contributed to the war effort of 

japanf" the alien quoted the Colonel as saying. 

"Yes, I realized that," answered the Issei. "But I did not 

think there was anything wrong ifl. i t . After a l l , Japan was not 

at war with the United States at that time. And peoples from 

other countries were doing the same thing. Take Chinese in this 

country, for instance. They collected money and sent it to the 

Chinese Government." 

On the question of repatriation, he replied that he had not 

applied for i t , but he could not help it "if the Government de-

cided to deport me." 

After the hearing, this Issei stated to his friends worriedly, 

"I knew from the beginning that I did not have any chance. They 

know too much about me. They think the Helmusha Kai is one of 

the worst things there were. They told me that I could not go 

back to the Pacific Coast. I guess I have to sit tight and wait 
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to see what will happen to me»" 

There was another parolee, who in contrast was not asked so 

much about his connections with different organizations. He 

gleefully reported his experience as follows: 

"They named all kinds of organizations, and I had to admit 

that I belonged to all of them. Oh, they named the Japanese 

Association, the Kalgun Kyoka1, the Kenjln Kai, the Buddhist or-

ganization, and what not. you know how it was. If you were a 

merchant in Little Tokyo, you were forced to join all kinds of 

organizations. (He was one of the leading merchants of Los An-

geles Little Tokyo.) They didn't ask anything about these or-

ganizations, though, after I admitted that I belonged to them. 

Maybe they were disgu^sted that I belonged to so many of them.,f 

The Issei parolee stated that he had not applied for re-

patriation nor did he desire to return to Japan, because he had 

grown up sons and daughters in this country. He was told by 

the Colonel, however, that he could not return to the prohibited 

areas. 

To the questions of loyalty, there were some Issei, as ex-

pected, who declared themselves dLoyal to Japan. One of these 

Issei boasted proudly, "They (the Army officer) asked me if I 

am loyal to the United States. So I told them that I am an 

Issei. I said I couldn't be loyal to the United States. It 

would mean that I have to be loyal to two countries. As long as 

we are Issei, we are loyal only to Japan. After the war, this 

country can't be same as before. There will be an awful de-

pression. japan, on the other hand, will be very prosperous 

with all those natural resources in her conquered territories. 

I am all set to go to Japan." 
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To the same questions, there were others who tried to stand 

on the middle ground accodring to the interpreter-informant. The 

informant cited the case of a Buddhist priest, who had directly 

evacuated from Los Angeles. To him, Colonel ^onger put the ques-

tion, ;rAte you loyal to the United States?" 

"I am a priest," replied he. ''I must live above loyalty to 

any one country. I like both America^. and Japan. Both countries 

are dear to me." 

"The Colonel was not satisfied with this answer," the in-

formant reported. "So he asked another question, 'Are you will-

ing to fight for the United States?' Well, the priest replied 

in just about the same way as he answered the first question. 

He said, 'As I told you, I am a religious worker. I cannot think 

of fighting and killing people. I will not fight either for Amer-

vy 
ica or japan. ' He ansered other questions in such a way that the 

A 

Colonel was convinced that he was not willing to commit himself 

for either country. So he got the Exculsion Order." 

The informant stated that there were Issei who evaded these 

questions. These aliens avoided to give definite answers to such 

a question, "Which side do you want to win the war, Japan or the 

United States?" "They just smiled without answering the question. 

Yea, they had buck teeth out, too," the interpreter recounted mock-

ingly. 

On the other extreme, however, there were Issei who expressed 

loyalty to the United States. One such alien narrated to the 

writer in confidence that He "could not see^aXother way but4'to 

declare his loyalty to the United States. He was a parolee. He 

was interned by the FBI, because he taught a Japanese language 
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school in some town near Salinas. This is his story: 

"The Army officer asked me if I would abide by the law of 

the United States. I replied that I had always obeyed the law 

and there was no reason that I should think otherwise in the 

future. Then he asked me how I felt towards the United States. 

I said that I had been in this country for more than thirty years 

and this was my country. Then he wanted to know if I felt loyal 

to the Emperor of Japan. I answered that for more than thirty 

years I had not thought about the Emperor, and that I did not 

feel attached to him. I added that I had no intention of return-

ing to Japan, and that I expected to die in America. Another 

question after that was, 'what do you think of the Nisei fighting 

for the United States?1 I did not hesitate in answering this one. 

I said that America was the country for the Nisei. It was the 

prime duty of the Nisei to fight for the united States when their 

country was at war. Yes, I said I am loyal to America. I could 

not see any other way but that. After a l l , I have children born 

in this country, and I am old now. I can't make living in Japan. 

I mu3t stay here after the war for my children's sake." 

"The Army man asked me many other questions, especially con-

cerning the Japanese language school that I had taught," the 

school teacher continued. "He inquired how I began to teach the 

school. I toldhim that I was a teller in the bank operated by 

Japanese in Sacramento, which failed later. I was not taken up 

by the successor, and I had to find some other job. I was not 

much good for physical labor, so I took the job offered by a 

Japanese language school . later, I moved to the school near 

Salinas. I told him that I tried to make good American citizens 

out of the young Nisei. Just teaching Japanese to them was not 
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the only function of these schools. The youngsters were taught 

to serve their parents, to respect their elders, to obey the 

law, and to bw patriotic tojtheir country. In other words, we 

put emj^sis in making good American citizens that we could be 

proud of , I said. I reminded him that there were no delinquent 

problems among those that attended the Japanese langauge schools. 

The school teacher, however, received an Exclusion Order from 

the Colonel at the end of his hearing. 

The interpreter-informant, too, verified the fact that there 

were other aliens who declared themselves loyal to the United 

States. According to him, among these Issei, there were some of 

those who had applied for repatriation and had subsequently with-

drawn their applications. The Colonel was particularly thorough 

with them on the questions of loyalty to determine for which 

country their affection lay. The interpreter summarized his 

experience with these al3/£^/s before the Board thus: 

"They told the Board that they were disloyal. Others told 

it that they were one hundred per cent loyal to the United States 

It 's all the same. of them got the Exclusion Orders." 

The informant was probably exaggerating in his conclusion. 

Nonetheless, it was true that most of the alien interviewees re-

ceived Exclusion Orders unless they were the parents of sons and 

daughters in the armed forces of the United States. Curiously 

enough, there were, on the other hand, some parolees listed among 

approximately 95,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, who were per-

mitted by the western Defense Command to return to the evacuated 

areas. Therefore, it is difficult for the present to ascertain 

with what criteria the Army segregated evacuees eligibly to en-

ter the prohibited zones from others who were ineligible. This 
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will remain as an enigma for sometime, if not forever 

The reactions of these Issei, who appeared before the Army 

Hearing Board, were a distinct contrast to the paranoiac ex-

pressions of the Nisei and the Kibei previously recorded * (Supra, 

p. 67) These reactions varied from a worried resignation to 

a mild resentment, although it was true that there were a few 

rancorous expressions. One of the rarerfex press ions ran as follows 

'I told the Army that I wasn't going to stay in this country. 
Who the hell wants to stay here after they have wiped us 
out? Sure, I can't go to California. But what difference 
does it make? I am going to stay in this center until the 
time when I get on a boat to Japan." 

The more common were expressions of acquiescence, often 

mingled with feeling of anxiety. 

"I guess I have to sit tight and wait to see what will 
happen to me. . • * I can't help it if the Government 
decides to deport me to Japan." (Supra, p. 83) 

" I can't go back to California. But I was told that I may 
go to other States. What can I do in other States? I 
don't think I can support my family in the Middle West." 

"The Army said that I can't go to California. I guess that's 
f inal . " 

"I am on the Army stop list. I wonder what they will do 
with me." 

"I guess the Army doesn't trust the Japanese who had signed 
for repatriation." 

" I t ' s all right. I expected it anyway." 

Some of the mildly resentful expressions were as follows: 

"The Army asked me whether I am loyal to the United States. 
How could they ask auch a question to an Issei?" 

"Once you are suspected, you will always be questioned by 
this and that hearing board." 

"They call me in again and again (by different agencies), 
and they ask the same questions. What is the use of the 
whole thing? Can't they use the same record , once I £ave 
given them answers." 
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There were a few Issei, it was told, who had planned to re-

turn to California and whose plans were upset by the Individual 

Exclusion Orders. One of these Issei came with his grown-up 

daughter to the office of the Army Hearing Board and protested the 

fact that the Army had issued an Exclusion Order. His spokesman-

daughter appealed to the Board that the case be reconsidered and 

her father be permitted to return to the Coast, for their family 

must go to California to take care of their property. One of the 

officers, however, told her that the Board here had no authority 

to handle appeals, and such an appeal should be sent in writing 

to the headquarters of the Western Defense Command. 

On the same fourth day, December 22, Major Hitchcock, too, 

commenced to hear the cases of Nisei and Kibei belonging to other 

classifications, or "Steps" those who had answered in the negative 

to the loyalty question at the time of registration and had later 

changed it to the affirmative answer^ those who had applied for 

expatriation and had later withdrawn their applications, and those 

regarding whom the Army possessed incriminating information. With 

these new groups, the situation brightened a little; no longer was 

it a monotonous procession of recalcitrant Japanese-Americans re-

nouncing their citizenship, but there were more interviewees who 

pledged their loyalty to the United States. It was still true, 

however, that those who expressed their wish to renounce their 

citizenship were as blatant and argumentative as before and re-

garded themselves as heroic martyrs^or cause, while the loyal ones 

were reticent. (Some of the loyal Japanese-Americans were very 

^ , ¿'"<Z</ -to 
defensive. After their hearings, they teftl their friends that they 

had declared themselves disloyal and desiring to renounce their 



90 

citizenship. One of them was heard to say, "Sure, what do you 

expect? I told them I had no use for this country and didn't 

need the citizenship, which was no good anyway.") 

One of such recalcitrant Kibei came through the door swag-

gering in a cocky manner. He had his pea coat hung over his 

shoulders and his hat tipped back over his head. He sat down on 

a chair haughtily, both his arms and legs crossed. On questioning, 

he revealed that he had been in Japan since he was a small boy 

until 1940. He wa3 all alone in this country; his parents and 

brothers were all in Japan. He aaid that he did not intend to 

stay in this country and wished to return to Japan at the earli-

est possible opportunity. He added that he was loyal to Japan 

and wanted to reoounce his American citizens Blip. "What good is 

there for being a citizen? What 

American soldiers in uniforms were beaten up by a Sheriff, be-

cause they were born of Japanese parents. (Supra, pp. 36 - 41) 

You don't treat us as American citizens." 

To the accusation of maltreating the Nisei soldiers, the 

Major replied curtly, ''The Army takes care of its own soldiers. 

It is perfectly capable of looking after them." He abruptly ter-

minated questioning and issued an Exclusion Order to him. 

When the Kibei left the room, the Major commented dryly, 

"As soon as he came through that door, I spotted him. There is 

a potentially dangerous fellow." 

On the meeker side, there were many Kibei with dual citizen-

ship who came and answered methodically "No" to the loyalty ques-

. . i n it CO~ifl/<i/'nQC 

tion and "Yes" to the citizenship question. Some of them do glared 

that they had not been treated equally with other American citizens 

American uniform? You know what 
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and some others declared that they could not see opportunities 

to better themselves in America. These persons were generally 

those who -were sent to Japan by their parents when they were 

very young and^spent their formative years there. Most of them 

returned to the United States after 1937, and had little school-

ing here ranging from two months in night school to two year» 

in grade school. Their educational backgrounds in Japan were 

meager ranging from six years to eight years in grade sschools 

although there were a few who attended or graduated high 

school. It is noteworthy, however, that contrary to the earlier 

interviewees Nisei were seldom found among these people desiring 

renouncement of citizenship. 

At one stage of the hearings, there was a young boy, who 

came through the door as cockily as the Kibei described previous-

ly. He sat down on the same chair just as haughtily. He was about 

ve 

feet tall , and could not weigh any more one hundred pounds. From 

the conrner of his mouth, he said that he had never been out of 

this country and that he was a graduate of the Poston high school 

in Unit I I . He stated crisply that he was nineteen years of age, 

but he did not appear any older than thirteen or fourteen. The 

Major's questions revealed that he had entered "No" to Question 

28 on his registration form and had subsequently changed it to 

"Yes". The officer asked him to explain the change. 

"Well, I tell you," said he arrogantly. "My old man told 

me to answer fNof . Afterwards I figured that wasnft my answer. 

So I changed it . That's a l l . " 

"All right, son," said the Major keeping a stern expression. 

"I will ask you this question." 
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The Major read the loyalty question. Then he said, ''How 

do you answer it now?" 

"I replied 'Yes1 once before," the boy said. "That still 

stands•" 

The citizenship question was read to him next, "Do you want 

to renounce you American citizenship and become a citizen of Japan? 

"What for?" queried the boy sharply. After a pause, he went 

on, "Not me IM 

The Major concluded the hearing at this point and informed 

the boy that a recommendation would be submitted on his behalf so 

that he be placed on the Cleared list. When he left the room, 

the Army officer laughed heartily and remarked, "That boy was 

scared stiff1.1* 

In contrast to this compensating Nisei, the case of another 

-¿¿a 
Kibei is interesting. He was about five feet six inches.; he was 

•i 

clean cut in appearance and unassuming in manner. He was natural 

in answering and polite in speaking. According to the statements 

made by him to the Major, he was twenty-Six years of age, married, 

and hat/ one child. He admitted that he was a dual citizen, and 

m&a taken back to Japan by his parents when he was very young. 

He returned to the United States in 1940 to rejoin his parents 

after eighteen yearto stay in Japan, where he had finished grade 

sdhool and high school. He denied the allegation that he had 

had any military training in sohool^. He had not had opportunities 

to attend school in this country, except a little work in night 

school; therefore, he could not speak English, he stated. To the 

loyalty question, which the Major read and the interpreter trans-

lated into Japanese, the young man replied firmly and instantaneous 

ly> "Yes, s i r . " 
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To the citizenship question, he was again prompt in reply-

ing distinctly, "No, sir« Not at all1." 

"Oh, you are quite emphatic, aren't you?" commented the 

a 
Mjor. He was visibly pleased. 
A 

"Yes, s i r , " answered the young Kibei. " I intend to make 

my hbme in this country." 

"All right , " said Major Hitchcock, ''I'm going to recommend 

you to the Western'Defense Command so that you be placed on the 

c leared list. * 

The hearing was concluded at that point, and the Major 

stapled the Individual Exclusion Order, which had been prepared 

for the Kibei, with the questionnaire form to be returned to the 

tr 

headquarters. Surprising^enough, he did not ask any question 

that might reveal the nature of investigation called for by the 

Army. Perhaps the Kibei had changed his answer to Question §8 

from "No" to "Yes", but the questioning failed to verify this 

fact. Nor did the Army officer ask the Kibei whether he was 

willing to be inducted into the Army. 

Of the Kibei, the Major commented, " I liked that boy. He 

knows Japan of the present day, because he came over here in 

1940. He doesn't like japan; that was obvious." 

There was another Kibei who sounded convincing to the Major 

just as the Kibei of the previous case , but his false sin-

cerity^failed to deceive the keener eyes of the interpreter. He 

said^he was twenty-three years of age, and returned to this count-

ry in 1938. He had completed eight years of grade schooling in 

Japan, but did not attend school here. He was single, and had 

been helping his parents in farming before evacuation. 
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To the loyalty question he replied emphatically in the af-

firmative, and to the citizenship question he answered in the 

negative. At this stage of questioning, the Major was called out 

of the room. While he was gone, the Kibei became defensive and 

uncomfortable. He stated voluntarily after a while, "I talked 

with my friends. They told me that that*s the best way to get 

by this thing." 

When the Major returned to the room, he ended the hearing 

with one more question, "Did you write any letter in which you 

said something disloyal?" 

"What kind of letter?" queried the Kibei in astonishment. 

''To whom?" 

"I dunno1." said the Major curtly. The Kibei was recommended 

for clearance. (Later, the interpreter was curious about the Kibei. 

He had one of his friends to ask the Kibei how fcai had answered 

before the Army Board. The informant, who had known the Kibei, 

reported that he boasted the fact that he had declared himslef 

disloyal to the United States and had expressed his intention of 

renouncing his American citizenship. 

In Febraary, 194», atljtthe time of registration, there were 

many cases of similar nature. The registrants answered "Yes -

Yes" to 4xhe Questions No. 27 and No. 28 on the forms, but to 

their friends they boasted tte t they had entered "No - No". Many 

of these persons were placed in an embarrassing predicament when 

the segregation hearings began in the summer and they were not 

on the list for interviews, an evidence that they had lied.) 

Thus, there were many J a pa nese-Americans, who appeared be-

fore the Army Hearing Board and gave clear, decisive answers. On 

the other hand, there were equally many Japanese-Americans, who 
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were confused and disturbed and failed to give definite replies. 

There was an interesting case of a Kibei. He was called before 

z 

the Board, because he had applied for expatriation. He^d^iied 

vehement ly. that ̂ he had filed such an application. When questioned, 

he admitted that he had been a dual citizen, but had cancelled his 

Japanese citizenship before Pearl Harbor. But when the loyalty 

question was read and translated to him, he hesitated for a long 

time. 

iJoes it say fe^fr Japanese Emperor?" asked the Kibei finally. 

"Yes," said the Major. Then, to the interpreter, he added, 

"Translate it once more emphasizing the words, M Japanese Em-

peror." 

After a moment, the young man replied, "No." 

The citizenship question was then read and translated. The 

Kibei replied after much deliberation, "No." 

The Major was now confused and said, "It doesn't make a 

sense. You went to the Japanese Consulate and cancelled your 

Japanese citizenship. Then you say that you don't want to for-

swear allegiance to tsfee Japanese Emperor." 

It might be construed from the statement that in the Major's 

opinion the cancellation of Japanese citizenship, per se, meant 

an expression of unqualifired allegiance to the United States. 

The Kibei received his Exclusion Order and went out of thejroom. 

There was another Kibei, who was able to get by all the* 

questions smoothly until the question, "Are you willing to be 

inducted into the Army and fight for the United States?" He 

w 

could not answer it for a long time. He wiggled on the chair in 

quandry. 
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After the pause, he replied in a perplexed tone, " I will 

defend the country. But I don't want to fight overseas. I 

don't like to fight anyway." 

To the next question, "will you willingly go to any part of 

the world., including the South Pacific and the Philippines?* 

He answered, "No.™ 

His Individual Exclusion Order was duly issued to him. The 

Major sternly remarked when he was gone, "He is no more loyal 

to the United States than I am to the Emperor of Japan." 

The question regarding willingness to fight in the South 

Seas and the Philippines seemed to have bothered many others. . 

Only a few could give definite answers promptly and to the point. 

Others replied evasively. In one case, a Kibei replied, "well, 

I guess I have to go. " 

"No, I am not asking you that," the Major retorted. ' " I am 

asking you if you are willing to go to the South Pacific and 

the Philippines and fight for the United States." 

- " I have to go where they send me. Isn't that it?'® 

"No, that's not the answer," the Major repeated. "Are you 

willing?" 

"Yes," replied the Kibei meedtly in the end. 

In another case of a similar nature, a Kibei answered, "I 

won't have a choice, will I?" 

Other answers were somewhat alike. " I will have to go where-

ver the Army sends me." 

" I guess I will take any assignment^ once in the Army." 

"I will go if they send me there, willingly or unwillingly." 

To these replies, the Major always pressed the interviewees 

to answer in either "yes" or "No". 
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There were several Kibei who were confused on the question, 

"Do you want to renounce yourjiAmerican citizenship and become a 

citizen of Japan ?" A representative example of this sort is 

that of a K i b e i , h a d given negative answers to the loyalty 

questions in the registration form and had applied for expatriation 

In both instances, he changed his mind later on. To the Major, 

he replied in the negative when the loyalty question was put to 

him. To the citizenship question, he gave an indication tte t he 

had difficulty in understanding the context. Perhaps he was 

troubled with some pre-conceived conception of the question. He 

answered, "It is all right with me if you want to take away my 

citizenship." 

" I am not saying that," reminded Major Hitchcock. " I am 

asking if you want to renounce your American citizenship." 

"If you want to take it a w a i t f s all right with me,'f the 

Kibei insisted. 

"No, no," said the Major impatiently. He instructed the inter 

preter to repeat the question. 

" If you take my c it izenship , I can't help i t , " replied the 

young man. 

" I will ask you this way,* said the Major. "Do you want 

to be an Jfimerican citizen?'* 

"I don't care," answered he without much conviction. 

At this point, the Major stopped questioning and issued 

Exclusion Order-

Of a more complicated nature, interviewee's confusion is 

illustrated by the following case. 

A Kibei came in. He was twenty-five years of age, and married 
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He was about five feet and three inches tall , and approximately-

one hundred and fifty pounds in weight. He did not appear to be 

very intelligent. He stated that he returned to the United States 

in 1938, and that he went to school in Japan for eight years. 

Since returning here, he attended an elementary school for two 

years. He said that he spoke some English, but he was not con-

fident of his ability and requested the aid of interpreter. 

To the loyalty question, the Kibei replied in the affirmative. 

The Major reversed the order of questions somewhat and asked 

whether he was willing to be inducted into the Army. He again 

replied in the affirmative, but qualified it with a statement 

that he was willing to defend the United States provided he be 

kept here and not sent overseas. He them replied that he did 

not want to fight in the South Pacific or in the Philippines. 

When the citizenship question was read and translated, the 

Kibei could not answer for a long time. There was a silence at 

least for five minutes; he had his head down and deliberated. With 

an agonized expression, he replied in a low tone, rI don't know.** 

"What do you mean ! I donft know'?1* the Major inquires sharp-

ly-

"I don't know how to answer that question," said the Kibei 

after another long pause. 

"Let me ask you this question," th6 Major went on. "what 

kind of girl are you married to? A Kibei? Or a Nisei?" 

'A Nisei / ' said he. 

"I see your trouble now/' said the Major. "Let me ask you 

another question. If you answer 'JTo', you are £fraid you won't 

be able to go back to Japan after the war. Isn't that it?"* 

"Will, yes," replied the young man half-heartedly. 
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''And if you say »Yes1, you are afraid you might be sent back 

to Japan," the Major continued. ''Is that it?f* 

"Yes" the Kibei replied after a little hesitation. 

Further questioning of the Kibei brought out a fact that he 

married the Nisei girl in June, 1944 and was expecting a baby. 

After he received his Exclusion Order and went out of the room, 

the Major commented on the case thus: 

"It shows that the Nisei girl has been working on him. He 

is not saying what he believes. He is just saying what the girl 

told him to say. Maybe the girl didn't coach him on some of 

the questions." 

There was the interesting case of a Nisei to whom the Major 

showed a great deal of sympathy. He was a dual citizen, but had 

never vistited Japan. He started he was twenty-six yeafcs old, 

and married to a Nisei girl about one year$ ago. His first name 

was Taft, and the Major wondered why he had such a name. The 

young man explained that his father admired President Taft, and 

he namec/̂ the child after him, for he was born during his presiden-

cy. The Japanese proudly sAid that his three brothers were in 

the Army and one of them was fighting in France. 

Taft answered in the affirmative to the loyalty question. 

However, to the citizenship question, he hesitated for sometime 

in answering the question. With much difficulty ; he began to 

explain, "well, you see^ youjlook up the records at the Los Gatos 

Local Board No. 1, you will find tax record of„enlistment. I 

volunteered right after Pearl Harbor. But soon after I got in 

the Army, I was ¿ifcharged. Why? Becasue I am a Japanese. I 

don't know what will happen to me in the future. I don't know 

if I am going to be accepted as an American citizen. You say I 
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am a citizen, but I have not been treated so. We are expecting 

a baby soon, and I am worried for him too. I w^n1t good enough 

for a soldier, because I am a Japanese, what will happen to 

him?" 

The Major reflected for a long time. He was moved by the 

plight of this young Japanese-American. Then, he drawled in a 

calculated manner, "In other words, you have been kicked around 

and you are not certain of your future in the United States. You 
not 

are afraid that you mighty be able to go to Japan after the war 

if you chose one between America and Japan now. You want to 

go to Japan after the war if the things are too bad for you here. 

Isn't t h i t ? " 

"That's i t , " said Taft in a relieved tone, "if they don't 

treat me all right here, I want to go to Japen and try my luck 

there. There, people are all Ja§>anese and they wouldn't teat A 
us differently." 

"Well, son," counseled Hitchcock, "say 'No' to the question 

anyway." 

Taft obliged with the request and the Major jotted it down 

on the questionnaire. According to his answers to the later 

questions, he was willing to be inducted, for he had once volun-

teered. However, he wanted to be sent to the European theater 

of war, h£ he $r& allowed to make a choice. 

Major Hitchcock promised Taft that he would recommend him 

for the cleared list. 
6*>otly (¿r 

There was a case where the Major himself was much cofused 

with the situation. The case involved a Nisei, who had once 

been a dual citizen, but he himself -warn to the Japanese Consu-

late to cancel his Japanese citizenship. He was twenty-five 
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years old, five feet and five inches tall , and weighed about 

one hundred and seventy-five pounds. The preliminary questions 

further revealed that he was a graduate of high school in San 

Diego County, and that after graduation he farmed extensively 

with his father. He stated that he fitted about two hundred acres 

of land. To the loyalty question, he replied 'yes 1 , and to the 

citizenship question, ' no 1 . He emphatically answered that he 

was willing to be inducted into the Army anytime and would serve 

anywhere in the world for "his own country". He replied with 

zeal that he would w i l l i n g l y g o ^ t h e South Pacific or the 

Philippines to fight for the United States. He added that he had 

his cousins serving in the South Pacific, and wanted to do the 

same. 

The subsequent questions, however, disclosed the reasons for 

VVdJ 

which he -HAD bee IT brought before the Army Heading Board. They 

were presumed to be threefold: 

1. He had applied for expatriation. 

2 . He had belonged to the Bfttoku Kal of San Diego. 

3 . He had made a trip to Japan for six months in 1940 with 
t h e Butoku Kal Kengaku Dan. (The Butoku Kal in the 
various towns cooperaTecTand formecFa~group of young 
proficient fencers to make a tour of Japan. The travel-
ling fencers paid their own expenses and additional 
fees to pay for ,the older sponsors accompanying them. 
The sponsors usually made a profit from such an enter-
prise. in Japan, the fencers visited many cities for 
sightseeing and tournaments.) 

The young Japanese-American denied vehemently thalf^he had 

ever applied for expatriation. Although the Major grilled him 

on the same ground, he held -te^rhe assertion. He added that he 

was always on the WRA cleared list and had been out in the Middle 

West on indefinit leave, although he had return to Poston in Oc-

tober and had been reinstated to the relocation center. 
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At this point, Major Hitchcock called in Major Bonpain for 

consultation and explained the situation, Bonpain looked at the 

Nisei through his thick glasses reprovingly. Then, he said, "Are 

you sure you have not applfcdd for expatriation? Didn't your 

father apply for you?" 

"No, and I know my father has not applied for my expatriation 

either," said the Nisei convincingly. 

Sonpain looked through the questionnaire, which was held in 

Hitchcock's hand. "All right, " said he, "how about this one here. 

He pointed at something on the form. 

"Did you ever belong to any Japanese organisation or society? 

asked Major Hitchcock. 

"Yes, I d id , " replied the young man confidently. "I belonged 

to a fencing organization." 

"Is that the Butoku Kai?" inquired Hitchcock. 

"Yes, it i s , " 

"How did you happen to join the Butoku Kai?" Major Bonpain 

took up questioning then. 

"I liked to learn Judo, but there was no organization teach-

ing Judo in my town," answered the Nisei without hesitation. "So 

I liked Japanese style fencing which is called Kendo, and I took 

it up as a sport. The place where Kendo was taught was called 

the Butoku Kai . " 

"Didn't they teach you Japanese culture," Bonpain continued. 

"Not that I know o f , " replied he. "I regarded it as a pport 

like any other sport like Judo, wrestling, basket ball , and so on. 

There is no difference between Judo and Kendo outside of the phy-

sical form of excercise." 

"Didn't they teach you about the Japanese national spirit?" 
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Bonpain oontineed. 

"They taught us how to bow before and after each game. But 

that' s about a l l . There was nothing else Japanesy about i t . " 

"Was that the Dai Nippon Butoky Kai or the Hokubei Butoku 

Kai_?" Bonpain said changing the course of questioning a little. 

"Mine was called the Hokubei Butoku Kai . " 

"Wasn't there some connection between those two organiza-

t ions?" 

"I donft know about that." 

"Were there some Japanese among the members who also belonged 

to the organization in Japan?" 

"I don't know anything about it . You see, there were two 

classes. The upper class was called Dan, and the lower class was 

called Kyu. I belonged to the Kyu class, and didn't know any-

thing about the people of the Dan class. All they did was to 

teach us how to (fence. There might have been some of the Dan 

people who had connections with Japanese organizations." 

"Did you meet Mr. Nakamura, who came from Japan tojteach 

fencing to the young Japanese boys?" 

"No, I never met him." 

"Are you sure that they didn't teach you about Emperor and 

all that?" Bonpain was persistent. 

did 

"No, all I did was that I4 fencing in a sort of gym," said the 

Nisei just as persistently. 

"Then, what did you do when you went to Japan with the Buto-

ku Kai people?" Bonpain continued. 
r 

"We went to different cities and towns trave 111ng^one end 

to the other. We took in sights and had a lot of fun. At some 

cities, we had tournaments with the younger fencers, we went 
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there for a vacation. I wanted to see what my parents1 country 

was like. I only spent six months over there and that is fches*y 

only visit to Japan." 

Major Bonpain seemed to have been subdued by the Nisei's 

quick, candid replied when he said, " I see nothing wroflg with 

this boy." 

Then, to the Nisei, he said, "Did you know that the Butoku 

Kal was one of the subversive organizations?" 

"Yes," said he non-chalantly, "that's what I found out after 

Pearl Harbor." 

To Major Hitchcock, Major Bonpain commented, "That shows 

we can't rejby to much on the rboo&' Obviously, in the book 

which the Major called cryptically as "the book", information 

•A* 

on the various Japanese organizations and instructions question-

ing by the Western Defense Command must have been contained. 

Hitchcock, however, had more questions. He asked, "Did 

you volunteer for the Army?" 

"No, I didn 't " 

"Wfciy didn't you?" 

"My cousins were taken before the war," the Ni3ei explained. 

"On December 7th, my father was interned. Then, my^uncle^ and 

aunt moved over to my place, because they had no place to stay. 

My flather was any too young, and my brothers were in schools. I 

had the farm to take care of. I couldn't volunteer? I could have 

volunteered though, when they asked for volunteers in February, 

1943. But I wanted to wait until my father came back from the 

n 
interment camp." 

A 

One of the most thorough and severe interviews was concluded 

there, and his Individual Exclusion Order was withheld. 
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When he wag out of the room, Major Hitchcock asked the in-

terpreter, "What did you think of the boy?" 

"I believed every word he said , " replied the interpreter. 

"He was extremely honest. He did not lie at a l l . " 

" I thought so, too," commented Hitchcock. 

"Yes, probably he didn't realize all the ramifications," in-

terjected Major Bonpain. And to the interpreter, "Isn't it true 

that the Butoku Kal taught the young Nisei about the Japanese 

national spirit (Perhaps he refers to Bus hid o ) and the Emperor 

worship?" 

" I didn't know thst the Butoku Kai taught such things. I 

-fwnd such allegations after Pearl Harbor in the newspapers. In 

fact, you won't find any Japanese who will believe that the or-

ganization was subversive. They were no different from Judo or-

ganizations. I don't see why the Kendo organizations alone were 

subvers ive." 

"Yes, but they had a close relationship with the Dai Nippon 

Butokp Kal, though." 

"If they had such relations, only a few higher ups/r^w about 

it . I certainly won't believe it unless you shop? me something 

conclusive to prove i t . " 

"Didn't a lot of famous Japanese people come over here and 

indoctrinate the young boys?" 

" I know there were notable visitors from Japan," replied the 

interpreter, "but as to indoctrinating the young people, that's 

a fabrication." 

(Major Hitchcock and another Army officer, who jointed the 

team later, asked the interpreter again on the next day about 

t h e Butoku Kal and the young Nisei. They were still wondering 
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if they had not been correctly instructed on these organizations. 

A part of the conversation, which reflected their confusion, is 

recorded as follows: 

"So, you-¿©«Mr really think the Butoku Kai did not taach 

about the Emperor and the Japanese national spirit?" 

'No, in my knowledge it was merely an athlet ic or^anization," 

replied the interpreter. 

"Wasn't it like a Mason?" Major Hitchcock fruther questioned. 

"No, it was not anything like a Mason," informed the Japanese. 

"There was no secret code or rules binding on the members. Every-

thing was above board." 

"What did you think of the boy?" 

"I believe he was forthright and extremely honest." 

"Do you think he would willingly fight for the United States?" 

" I be l i v e he i s one o f t h e most l o y a l A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n s . He 

w i l l f i g h t l i k e h e l l . He w i l l c o m p a r e f a v o r a b l y w i t h t h e b e s t 

o f t h e 1 0 0 t h B a t a l i o n o r o f t h e 4 4 2 n d R e g i m e n t . B y t h e w a y , t h e 

c a s u a l t y r a t e f o r t h e N i s e i s o l d i e r s i s v e r y h i g h , i s n ' t i t ? " 

''Yes, it is rather high," answered the Major. "I think that's 

because those boys carry racial responsibility in addition.") 

Again^with another» member of the Bujtoku Kai, the Major's 

questioning was intense and severe, in no way did the records of 

the Kibei or his personality justify the harsh reception he received. 

Perhaps he was too cautious in replying or too rigid in his manner. 

When he came into the room, he addressed to the Major, "I want to 

requed t that my hearing be made through the interpreter. I might 

miss some of the words and might misunderstand the questions. I 

want to grasp the questions before I answer them." He made the 

statement in fairly good English. It was imaginable that his 
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first remark caused the Major to distrust him from the begin-

ning. 

The Kibei was twenty-nine years of age, five feet and five 

inches tall , and weighed about one hundred and thirty pounds. 

He was slender and his face was iong with high cheek bones. He 

gave an impression of being quiet mannered and conscientious. 

The preliminary questions revealed that he went to Japan with his 

parents when he was five years of age, and returned here in 1936. 

While in Japan, he graduated from • elementary school and -sp- high 

school. He denied that he had ever received any military train-

ing in the schools. He admitted that he was a dual citizen and 

Ac "/t'on 

had not initiated any attempt to cancel his Japanese citizenship. 

He stated that he was married to a Nisei girl several years ago 

and has an infant daughter. He had been on the WRA stop list 

for sometime for having entered negative answers to Question 27 

and Qestion 28 of the registration form, but he later changed them 

to affirmative answers. When he was cleared from the stop list 

by the WRA, he went out of Post on on^ seasonal farm contract. 

(The Kibei is one of the leading Block Managers of Unit I . When 

his block opened in May, 1942, he was selected as Assistant Block 

Manager. In the late summer, he became the Manager of his Block 

and has served in the same capacity since then, although his te-

nure was interrupted twice when he left Poston on seasonal leaves. 

He is known as a hard worker and considerate -to his Block people. 

Although he is not an aggressive leader, he is regarded well as 

reliable and conscientious. He had many f±4ends among the eva-

cuee leaders here.) 
By the time thooo preliminary information was obtained, the 
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Major manifested his unfriendliness. He read the loyalty ques-

tion slowly and distictly with a pause between every few words. 

When he paused, he looked up from the Army Instruction booklet, 

from which he wfcs read the question, and probed the Kibei's 

face. When the question was translated, he failed to answer imp 

mediately. He bent his head to one side and deliberated, while , 

Jwtzsn /'.A/^reTer 

the Major looked on searchingly. After a while, he said^, "well, 

now, how shall I answer that?" 

Then, he added, "will you read the question in English and 

translate it into Japanese once more?" 

The interpreter began as the Kibei requested, "will you 

swear unqualified allegiance . . . " 

"Wait a minute,'' interrupted the Major. "Don't read it in 

English. Read it in Japanese. And emphasize the word Emperor. 

Don't mention it 's Question 28 either." 

The interpreter obeyed the command given by Major Hitchcock. 

Again, the Kibei hesitated far a moment, and replied mee&ly, 

"Yes.f* 

The Major was openly hostile when he read the citizenship 

question and received an answer, "No, I am not thinking of re-

nouncing my citizenship for the present." 

"Oh, you are not thinking of renouncing it now," said the 

Major sarcastically, "but you might change your mind later." 

" I can't tell about the future," replied the Kibei perplexed-

ly-

"Hum," the Major snorted. 

"Are you willing to be inducted into the United States Army?" 

the Major went on with questioning. 
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After a long pause, the Klbei remarked to the interpreter 

quietly, '»Did he say 'willing 1? Well? HOW shall I answer?1* 

''What did he say?" the Major snapped. 

"Oh, he said that he did not understand the question," re-

ported the interpreter. 

"All right, read the question again.™ 

When the question was repeated, the Japanese finally replied, 

"I suppose I have to go if I am drafted." Then he added as an 

afterthought, "I will defend the United States." 

"Does that mean that you don't want to fight overseas?" 

asked Major Hitchcock. 

"Yes." 

"Are you willing to fight in the South Pacific and the Phi-

lippines?" 

"No," replied the Kibei as if he regarded the situation 

hope less • 

"Did you belong to any Japanese organization or society?" 

the Major went on to the next question. 

Again, in Japanese the interviewee revealed his predicament 

to the interpreter by remarking, "I guess it's no use to hide 

anything. They probably know everyth^g about me.'' 

The interpreter immediately said in English, "Yes, I belonged 

to a Japanese organization." 

"What was it?" said the Army officer. 

"I belonged to the Butoku Kai of Santa Monica." 

"What did you do?" 

"I was a gardener in the mornings, and I taught fencing in 

the afternoons and in the evenings. That was for about two 
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years right after I returned from Japan. That was the only way 

by which I could make my living . " 

"W-elll You must have been an expert fencer," said he in 

a critical tone. 

The interview was concluded here, and his Exclusion Order 

was idai&ued. 

Afterwards, Major Hitchcock was heard commenting on the Kibei 

to his colleagues, "That was the most intelligent and smart fel-

low I have come across. He always understood the questions read 

to him in English, but he pretended as if he did not. I caught 

him right in his taack. He asked the question to be repeated in 

English after it was read and translated. He wanted to compare 

if it was the same Question 28. He wanted to give the same an-

swer as he gave before. He was smart. Things were moving fast 

in his brain all the time. I didn ft let him slip up on me, though. 

(The Kibei , too, commented to the interpreter after the 

hearing that he knew that he did not have much chance with the 

Major. He gave up hope of getting cleared from the Army stop 

list while he was questioned.) 
it was evident that the 

Prom his own remarks Ma j or was prejudiced against the Kibei. 

It was regrettable that he might be sacrificed for the bias of 

an Army officer , who failed to appreciate the plight of fci-cul-

tural Japanese-Americans. It was probably due to his conscient-

iousness and honesty that he was placed in the difficult pre-

dicament, for which he would ironically enough pay a dear price 

in the future. 
some of the 

H0wever, with^less intelligent Kibei , Major Hitchcock was 

equally suspicious and attributed more sinister influences than 
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their cases merited. One such Ki't^e/ came in; he could not speak 

English. On questioning, he revealed that he returned to the 

United States about ten years ago, and had been working as a 

migratory farm laborer in camps in otyltral California. He said 

that he only had six years of education in elementary school in 

Japan, and he did not appear to be intelligent. Yet, he waw sub-

jected to severe questioning unnecessarily when he admitted that 

he had been a member of a Japanese Association. 

"Did you belong to any Japanese society or organization?" 

asked Major Hitchcodk. 

The J a]» nese replied hesitatingly, "Yes, a Japanese Associ* 

at ion." 

"Which one is that?" 

"The one in Delano." 

"What made you to join the Japanese Association?" 

"Oh, I don't know," replied the Kibei without any visible 

emotion. " I just joined it . I joined it , because my boss told 

me to do so. " 

"What do you mean your boss told you to join it?" 

"The boss of the camp (camp for migratory laborers) came 

around and told us to join the Japanese Association. He just 

asked me to join it , and I said, ' Y e s . ' " 

'How much money did you pay to the Japanese Association?" 

"Money? I didn't pay anything." . 

"Did you not pay membership fee or due?" 

"No. I just joined it , because my boss told me so. I didn't 

give him any money." 

Similar questions tn^anawera were repeated on the subject 
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and similar inconclusive answers were given by the interviewee, 

who could not perceive their significance. 

The hearings for the aliens and citizens of Japanese ancestry 

by the Army Hearing Board continaed until December 26, except a 

recess for one day on Christmas. The Army representatives in-

tended to hold the hearings without interruption, but Director 

Mills objected to holding hearings on the holiday. On December 27, 

they moved to Unit I I , and about two days afterwards, they again 

moved to Unit I I I to hear the cases of those residents in|the two 

Units, who had not been called to Unit I . (On or about December 

24, because of Jier traasportation difficulty, the Army team agreed 

to allow the project to schedule hearings for residents in their 

respective Units. Up to the agreement, all the interviewees had 

been called to Unit I . ) 

When the team returned to Unit I at the beginning of this 

year, it was reported that they had lagged behind in their schedule. 

They called in about seventy-five persons a day, more than twice 

as many as before; and they issued the Individual Exclusion Orders 

mechanically without detailed questioning, wacept in a few cases. 

In some of these cases, however, the interviewees were promised 

that they would -be recalled for questioning. Meanwhile, all the 

persons of Japanese ancestry, who appeared before the Army Board, 

irrespective of its decisions upon their hearings, were detained 

in the center until r'a further notice" by the Army. 

The conduct of the Army Hearing Board was sh^uded with 

mystery. The representatives lived away from the project, and 

they were secretive about what they were doing. Nevertheless, 
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to the WRA officials and the evacuees, who gained insight into 

the Board dealings, it was evident that the Army representatives 

were confronted with situations^ which they had not gauged in 

advance. One afternoon, Major Bonpain brought to Major Hitch-

cock a master roll, mysteriously called "the Original'*, which 

contained the names of those who were called or to be called. 

On each page, about fifty names were typewritten with such in-

formation as their family numbers, the towns or cities from which 

they had evacuated, their citizen status, etc. On the margin, 

flfc notions were entered when the Board decided unfavorably the 

interviewees and the Individual Exclusion Orders were given. 

Bonpain placed the book in front of his colleague, and turned over 

page after page, saying, "Did you issue as many as that?" The tone 

of the question clearly indicated that he was surprised in see-

rtidf 

ing /as many as seventy-five per cent of the names had been marked 

with the notations for unfavorable decisions. 

"Sure, I can't help i t , " replied Major Hitchcock in a some-

what annoyed tone. 

The result of the hearings might have been a surprise to 

the headquarters of the Western Defense Command, as the returns 

of the registration were distubbing to the Washington office of 

the WRA. The headquarters at the Presidio recalled all tie Army 

officers, except Colonel Conger, late in the afternoon of January 

5 for what they surreptitiously called "an emergency conference", 

as the Project Director and the Assistant Directors were sum-

moned to the Washington effice immediately after the registration. 

In their places, two new Colonels arrived on the next day. it is 

dangerous, of course, to speculate an analogy between the Army 

hearingj/and the WRA registration; but such a temptation is very 
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great with those who had observed these hearings intimately. 

The community, on the other hand, received the Army Board 

hearings complacently. The residents as a whole were indifferent 

to the procedure beyond a mild curiosity. Even those who had 

appeared before the Board were reticent to talk about their eE-

periences. There were resentful Nisei and Kibei, who expressed 

OufSic/o 

their bitter feelings, but their oratories failed to reach 

-ytrog their immediate^ circles. It is well to advance a few fac-

tops creating the apathy* 

1. The Japanese, especially the older people, have a great 
respect for the Army. 

2. They were busy with preparations for the Christmas part-
ies and New Year's celebrations. 

3 . They were concerned with more vital subject, which periled 
the immediate future of everyone; v i z . , the closure of 
the center. 

4 . They had been accustomed to different kinds of hearings 
during their center stays. Simultaneously, other hear-
ings were held for other purposes by the project. The 
novelty of hearings had worn off . 

r 
With the more intelligent Japanese, different factors operated, al-

though they were just as apathetic on the surface. They believed 

that they had expected the Army to take some action on the re-

calcitrant Japanese-Americans, who expressed disloyalty to the 

United States. The statement made by a well respected Issei 

reflected the attitude^ of these intelligent Japanese. He said, 

"This is the last pay-off for them. They began with 'No - No1 

for Qestlons 27 and 28. Now they are telling that they do not 

want their American citizenship. That will become the basis for 

the Army segregation. The Army will ask the Department of Justice 

to initiate actions for renouncei^it of tit izenship." 
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Thus, the Array has begun to determine the loyalty -ie the 

United States of persons of Japanese ancestry using its own 

criteria. The Western Defense Command might have devised such 

standards in determining loyalty as the result of itw own in-

vestigations, which, it is alleged, have been carried extensive-

ly for the past three years. In the opinion of Major Hitchcock, 

who probably reflected the thinking of the Western Defense Com-

mand, the Army best qualified to determine the intangible 

quality of persons of the minority, and itâ investigations and 

hearings will be more thorough and unbiased than those of other 

civilian agencies. However, in the nature of the criteria inso-

far as the Army Board hearings have revealed, little difference 

has been observed from those of the WRA leave clearance procedures 

of the early days. Those that have applied for expatriation or 

repatriation are still excluded from the prohibited zones due to 

4 military necessity* Those who have answered in the negative to 

the loyalty question are still regarded as potentially dangerous 

to the national security* The Army is suspicious of those who 

have changed their answers to the loyalty question. The Army is 

prône to doubt the loyalty of those that have had connections with 

Japanese societies and organizations. The official announcements 

by the Western Defense Command ïiave indicated that the Army will 

undertake its own segregation program of dangerous Japanese. It 

is predicted that the Army will use the criteria for the segrega-

tion, as the WRA undertook its segregation program with similar 

standards in the fall of 1943. 

It is , indeed, a farcry from the present concept of the WRA. 

In the opinion of Bobert Dolins, who was sent to Poston by Direc-



tor Myer as his personal emftissary to explain the post-exclusion 

program, those who have pledged to abide by the law of the United 

States, irrespective of citizen or alien, are to be allowed to 

c 0*7 

live in the American communities. The WRA is not cerned with 

the fact whether they desire to return to Japan after the war or 

whether they desire a Japanese victory. Such intention or desire, 

per se, cannot be made a basis to determine a person being poten-

tially dangerous to the national security. (This statement was 

made in the meeting of the Advisory Board, held on January 1945.) 

The Army is travelling on the road, which the WRA has travelled. 

It has begun hearings; it is allowing the evacuees to appeal for 

re-hearings. It is planning segregation of persons of Japanese 

ancestry potentially dangerous to the national security. In Dofclinst 

opinion, the Army has refused to profit by the bitter lessons the A 
WRA had learned during the past thirty months. 





SUPPLEMENT 

From January 2 to January 20, the project has been using a 

white list of 95,000 names, proveded by the Western Defense 

Command, with which departing individuals are checked. People 

whose names appeared on this list were allowed to leave. Those 

who received individual exclusion orders from the Army hearing 

team were allowed to go if their stated destination was outside 

the excluded area. On January 20, 1945, the Western Defense 

Command sent the project six lists to replace the white list for 

checking purposes. They are as follows: 

1. Exclusion list: people now residing in centers, to be ex-

cluded from the WBst Coast, Mexican border, and Atlantic Sea-

board. According to Post-Exclusion Bulletin No. 4 , the War 

Department announced that the eastern and southern restrictions 

now included in the individual notices to excludees will short-

ly be rescind ed . 

2 . Exclusion list: Same as above, except the list contains -me 

name3 of people residing outside relocation centers. At the 

time cf this writing, members of the Army hearing team arS now 

flying all over the East and Middle West in search of already 

relocated individu/^/s on the exclusion list to serve them ex-

clusion papers. Hitchcock, according to Col. Conger, is in 

Cleveland; lonpain in Chicago. 

3 . Segregation list: People who now live in centers who are to 

be segregated. This list does not i6c lud ê  names of Tule Lake 

residents. 

4 . Segregation list: Those who are living outside centers who 

are to be segregated. 
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5 . Tula lake Segregation List; The residents of Tule Lake 

who are to be segregated. 

6 . Tule lake Exclusion List; The residents of Tule Lake who. 

are to be excluded. 

These six lists are not the only lists that the ]bpoject 

will have. On January 23, five other lists were presented the 

project by Colonel Conger. They are as follows: 

One list of all the persons who°*cases had been reviewed 

and served exclusion orders from December 23, 1944 to January 12, 

1945. 

Two suspense lists*. Names of people who must remain in the 

center until further notice from the Army. 

Two lists of corrections: To strike out and add to the 

white list and the Tule Lake white list. 

There will also be, in the near future, lists from the 

FBI, the Department of Justice, and the Office of Naturalization 

and Immigration. 

The first four lists, since January 20, are used to check 

departing center resident. If they are not on the segregation 

list, they are allowed to go^ provided their stated destination 

is not within the excluded area^s. The exclusion lists are checked 

if they plan to go to the excluded area. Visitors are checked 

on all six lists. 

Lieutenant Stanley, a former policeman and the Commanding 

Officer of the Security Service Command stationed at Poston, 

received official orders from Major Thatcher, Chief Secruity 

Branch, Ninth Service Command at Port Douglas, that he is res-

ponsible for adherpance to policy that only individuals on white 
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list d 8part. On the other hand, Colonel ^onger signed a memo-

randum to the effect fchat their issuance of individual exclusion 

orders is concurrence for departure to other than excluded area. 
A 

On January 11, 1945, Cor lies Garter, Relocation Program Officer, 

sent a wire to the Director of the WRA in Washington stating 

these facts and asking that clarification be made because it in-

dicated a conflict in Army instructions and slowed departures. 

The reply from Washington on January 16, 1945, said that Lt. 

Stanley was correct and that the Western Defense Command check 

was required prior to departure of individuals not on white list. 

At present all departures are cleared by the Security Ser-

vice Command Unit prior to departure, and double checked through 

comparison of passes with the list at the gate, because Lt. 

Stanley has been cautioned against allowing any one on the seg-

regation lists to l^ave the project under threat of court martial. 

The double check at the gate is not satisfactory to Lt. Stanley 

who wishes to issue the passes himself to people on the clear 

list with identifying information, such as a g e , / e ^ g h t , weight, 

etc , , so that hi$ SOldi€i*$ a-fc JrhE gate can recognize individuals 

departing from description. Residents on the project have been 

informed that those on the clear list may depart upon request 

without restriction, the Lieutenant's proposal raised obstacles 

which would slow-e4 up departures considerably. Factors which 

complicated the checking system is that some persons use nick-

names, Japanese names instead of American names,or vice versa, 

and because of misspellings in the Army list, also because the Army 

staff is unfamiliar with Japanese names. 

Lt. Stanley has visions of those on the segregation lists 
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swimming the Colorado River and climbing the mountains to enter 

California, others going out around the gate, and himself, as 

a result, spending thirty years at hard labor. At the idea, 

Corlies Carter, whose big worry is the lack of desire on the 

part of center resdients to go any place at a l l , groans and 

wishes that people were half as anxious to leave as Lt. Stanley 

imagine s. 

A new checking system was deviseé by Carter, which he wrote 

up into a memorandum for Lt. Stanley's approval on January 25, 

1945. 

MEMORANDUM TO: Lieutenatn Stanley 
Security Service Command 

SUBJECT: Porcedure for Checking Departures 

As discussed in our telephone conversation of today, 
I have instructed my staff to follow the following proced-
ure regarding departing evacuees. 

A register will be made every afternoon of tfrtese 
individuáis leaving the project, which will be reviewed by 
your representative to ascertain their eligibility for 
departure. You will then send one of your soldiers to 
the Departure Station prior to the bus' departuré. We will 
issue passes in accrodance with the register previously 
submitted to you, which the evacuee will present to your 
soldier who is standing in the bus for check against the 
approved register. 

After completion of checking all evacuees onto the 
bus, the bus will depart with your soldier in attendance, 
either in the bus or in a car following, to the main gate 
where the War Relocation Authority gate clerk will pick 
yp the gate passes of the individuals departing, and they 
will be on their way with no further check. 

If this is satisfactory, please initial the deplicate 
copy and return to me. 

/ a / C. R. Carter 
Relocation Program Officer 

Approved: 
lieutenant Stanley 
Security Service Command 



5 

The memorandum wag taken to Lieutenant Stanley, who signed 

the copy. 

At the beginning of this year, the center had 360 visitors. 

All of them were interviewed, asked to complete their business 

matters or personal matters by a certain date and to leave or 

a member of the Internal Security personnel would come and es-

copt them to the gate. &ome of them, unfortunately, were not on 

any list of the western Bege^jase Command. The project felt that 

they had no right to detain them because most unlisted visitors 

had been residing in some inland state and were never evacuated. 

They felt that the visitors should not be penalized for an omis-

sion of the Western Defense Command becuase they just hadn't 

come under i / ^ i f jurisdiction of the Western Defense Command 

at any time. 



ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS OP EVACUEES 

DURING THE INITIAL PERIOD 

The official proclamation b\y the Army and the WRA 

announcing the rescission of the military exclusion orders and 

the liquidation of the relocation centers respectively, albeit 

in their simplest essence, quickly spread among the evacuees at 

the Colorado River Relocation Center immediately after the first-

dissemination to the evacuee leaders on the evening of December 

17. The evacue^j 1 na<if.E* at first received the news with a preat 

surprise, although some of them expressed placidly that they had 

do '! • 

v. been expecting it . (Supra, p. 4) It is probably more accurate 

to say that they were surprised not because of the contents of .. z. • -

• the announcements but because of the fac£ that the announcements 

came finally when they had deluded themselves to believe a false premise that the center could not be closed and, therefore, would 

not be closed. 

en different occasions in the past, there had been waves of 

rumors speculating on the closure of the center. (See RN Socio-

logical Journal, especially October 6, 1944 and October 10, 1944) 

Stories in various forms had circulated among the residents from 

time to time since the beginning of the center that Poston might 

be closed in the near future. In each instance, these stories 

had shattered, at least momentarily, their conviction that they 

would be provided for in the center by the Government for dur-

ation. The circulation of such stories had always driven the re-

sidents into worries and anxieties. As a result of anxieties, 

some of the residents had become aggressively vociferous in de-

nouncing the propriety of such move to close the center and in 

116 
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•
oratory on the "injustice 7 incurred by the evacuation. In a 

P 

due course of time, other rumors had always s'rung with obvious 

motives to counteract any factors which might endanger their se-

curity in the center. Many simple observations such as the con-

tinuation of the construction of the adobe school buildings were 

distorted in their implication to mean that such talks about the 

closure of the center were a propaganda techinique of the WRA for 

relocation. The residents had been prone to aruge wishfully ad 

nauseam that all the evacuees could not be relocated. In the end, 

after each of these waves of rumors, they had smugly settled back 

on the complacent delusion that all the evacuees would not leave, 

the WRA could not evict them, and the Government could not refuse 

to provide for them. They had had an additional factor to dwell 

^ upon a false security Poston would be one of the last center, 

if not the last, to be closed, because it was the largest reloca-

tion center"and because it was on an Indian Reservation. 

WvSV' As an intelligent Issei pointed out, someones WRA offi-

A ' cials or evacuee rumor mongers had cried ffwol/e*" too often 
^ a ^ 

. in the past. The effects of the "wolves" cries had wanted. Even 

the warning of Duncan Mills after the conference of the Project 

Directors in Denver in October, 1944 had scarecely succeeded in 

alarming the residents to awaken to the reality of the closure of 

the center. If it had done so, it was only for a short duration 

and *ith the minority of them. They had again relied on the wish-

ful self-assurance that they would be allowed to remain Ih the 

center if they so desired. (It is true that many of the evacuees 

had returned to the communities on the outside in the past two 

years. It was reported by one of the 10RA officials that at the 
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end of October, 1944 approximately 31 per cent of the original 

118,000 evacuees had relocated. With those relocated, one of 

the strongest factors operating for relocation had been their 

realization that the center was a temporary and artificial com-

munity and they must readjust themselves in the normal streams 

of life sooner or later if they were seeking their future in the 

United States. In the treatment of the subject in this chapter, 

the writer had confined his discussion to those 70,000 evacuees 

remaining in the relocation centers at present, particularly those 

11,300 evacuees at Poston.) 

in this instance, on December 17 and soon thereafter, the 

Poston residents were at first shocked in receiving the official 

announcements. They were surprised, because they had not wanted 

to hear such news. They were shocked, because they had been re-

lying on the last straw without realizing it . They were perturbed 

greatly, because they actually saw the shadows of the "wolves" when 

they heard "wolves" this time. Unlike other times, the news pos-

sessed authenticity. The Project Director called an emergency 

meeting of the evacuee leaders on Sunday evening. The WRA de-

claration was accompanied by the decision of the Army about res-

cinding the exclusion orders, whcih had initiated the mass eva-

cuation and had created the WRA. (Officially, the Army decision 

wa® a n t e f o r t h e WRA policy.)^ The Director invoked 

., t h e meeting of the Councilmen, Block Managers, and others in the 

keyjbpo sit ions at the heel of the emergency meeting. For the first 

^ time, they had no ground to doubt or refute the veracity and the 

. - verity of the news that the center was to be closed. (To the re-

a.Sft*; ^ s i d e n t s , the news of the closure of the center^ of t he/4ta/imary im-

Cîctt» Xvv- •. cii! f \ \ 
ft>* "-S, eJl««-̂  OviLv v 
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portance, and that of the opening of the pacific Coast States to 

the Japanese held only a secondary position.) 

As a result, the residents acted as if they were caught^ 

napping and rudely awakenjA Many of them were dazed as if they 

were awaken from bad dreams. Soon afterwards, however-, having 

realized the authenticity of the news, they reacted many differ-

ent ways reflecting their individual problems and circumstances, 

although the previous patterns were repeated when the rumors of 

closure of the center were rampant. 

On the one hand, the evacuees in the key administrative 

positions showed les3 surprise and unawareness. After all , tlpey 

had intimately observed the changes of late in the WRA policies 

and procedures. The^|had been aware of the thin kin g ^ f the work-

ings of the Relocation Office and of the aims of the Family Coun-

seling Program of the Family Welfare Section. They had had oc-

casions to talk with the various WRA officials from Washington 

k ^ ^ W a n d h a d b 6 e n * a r n e d t h a t l a*er the exclusion orders would 

be rescinded and the relocation centers would be closed, in fact, 

some of the leaders had prognosticated the adverse reactions of 

the community if a concurrent proclamation of the rescission and 

the closure was made, and advised the Washington officials against 

combining the two at the same time. Therefore, few leaders 

doubted the intention of the WRA to close the center. Nonetheless, 

they were skeptical of the possibility of the closure within a 

period from six months to one years after the lifting of the mili-

tary orders, unit I Administrator Sumida, for instance, said, 

"The WRA says it 's going to close the centers within one years " 

He then outstretched his arms half way and flapped his hands in-

r 
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dicating doubt but hopelessness of contesting its veracity, He 

added, "That's what they say I" 

M. Okamoto, City Manager, could not see the closure in such A 

short time possible. He remarked, "They can't relocate every-

one. Some centers will be kept open." At another occasion he 

stated, "The WRA sure thinks a lot of ways to kick people out of 

here." 

Nishimoto remarked, "The WRA says that its relocation cen-

ters would be closed within one year. I would like to see how 

it will kick the last evacuee out of the center." 

Y. Kato, the Chairman of the Executive Board, said in a si-

milar vein at another time, " I don't see how the *rrRA can relocate 

all these people." 

K. Matsumoto, the Chief of police, was more certain in say-

ing, "They can't do it . You don't think all these people will go 

out in one year, do you?" (Supra, p. 15) 

One of the leading Block Managers was adamant. He said, 

"How can they close these centers? Common sense tells you that 

it is impossible. It 's just another technique to relocate us . " 

Although doubting the facility of such move, but not Question-

ing the WRA intention, the Editor of the Japanese section of the 

Poston Chronicle stated calmly, "Once announced, the WRA will 

push it to the end. It will do what it has announced. It the 

same at the time of evacuation. People said that it was impossible 

to evacuate so many Japanese out of California. But the Army 

did i t . " 

Some of the evacuee leaders expressed anxiety, although not 

common. The statement by Unit I I I Administrator Yoshimine is 

a notable example. During the emergency conference, he remarked, 
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'rI don !t think I can go back to San Diego. The shortage of 

houses is very serious there. Even if we return, we won't be 

able to find place to live." 

M. Okamoto, too, expressed his concern about many evacuees 

as follows: 

"Most of us lost everything we had when we evacuated from 
California. As far as I am concerned, I will be able to 
go back to the company I worked for. They have been writ-
ing me to come back as soon as possible. But other people 
are not so well fixed as I am. I think the situation is 
very bad. They don't have money to start all over. They 
don't have business to go back to. I don't know what's 
going to happen to them. I am sorry for them." 

On the same subject, the Editor of the Poston Chronicle 

had this to say; 

" I am a bachelor., and can go to any place I want to. It 's 
not much of a problem. When the center is closed, I will 
get out of here. That's all there is to it . I will most 
likely go to Chicago. I have been out in the Bast and 
the Middle West and know what it is like out there. There 
are a lot of jobs for Japanese; while in California, jobs 
are very limited. But what about these people? Every-
thing has been taken away from the Issei. I don't think 
they can go back to the former status in California. The 
selfish interests in California have completely wiped out 
the Japanese with the evacuation. They have succeeded in 
getting what they have been trying hard for many years. 
The Japanese cannot regain what they have lost in Calif-
ornia during this generation. The Nisei are still too 
young, and have just started to get on their own feet. We 
cannot depend on them yet. As far as the Japanese in this 
country are concerned, they have been set back by one 
generat ion. 

"The Issei will probably return to the Pacific Coast, be-
cause they knew the things there. But they have to start 
all over as they did in their early immigration days. The 
trouble is that they are too old . " 

Aside from the expressions on the economic plight of the 

Japanese, there were many leaders, who showed concerns over the 

physical safety of the evacuees when they return to the Coast. 

The same Editor of the Poston Chronicle stated stoically, "The 

Americanized Nisei won't fare so bad. They are Americans. But 
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the life for the Iasei and the Japanesy Kibel will be plenty 

tough. They look like Japanese; their difference from Chinese, 

Pilippinoes, or other peoples 4s unmistakable. They will be spot 

ted on the street, and might be spat on or beaten. That's the 

war. We are *nemy aliens, and we must expect that kind of things 

Of course, I don't expect lynchings of Japanese." 

Another evacuee leader in a high position stated on the same 

protection 

subject, " I don't know how much^these local officials are f?oing 

to give to the returning Japanese. There is no such thing like 

too much protection. The Japanese must have more than ordinary 

protection by the law enforcing officers. It will be unpleasant 

for them in California anyway." 

Y. Kato remarked, "l think it 's best to wait a little while 

before anybody goes back to California, we better find out be-

forehand how Japanese will be treated. You can't tell how danger 

ous it is out there." 

Regarding another anxiety, although of a minor importance, 

M. Suzuki, the Vice Chairman of the Unit I Local Council, said, 

"Although the Army cancelled the exclusion orders, there are 

other restrictions which have not yet been cancelled. How about 

the curfew law? (Suzuki obviously was hot aware of the fact that 

the Army also rescinded the military order pertaining to curfew.? 

How about those restrictions of the Department of Justice? How 

about the five mile travel limit? it, will be tough to get a per-

mit to go downtown for shopping. The WRA says that we are now 

free, but I think we are not so free as they say." 

Nishimoto, too, commented on the same aspect to the Project 

Director, "For aliens, it is better to stay in the center as far 
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aszfreedom of movement is concerned. On the outside, their move-

ment is limited to a five mile circle. Here, they can go to 

the Colorado River, Unit I I I , which is seven miles away, or Lake 

la Paz, which is twelve miles away from Unit I I I . The five mile 

restriction will be quite a hindrance for the aliens, once they 

get out of here." 

About another source of anxiety, the closing of schools at 

the end of the present academic year, many leaders expressed 

their opinions. Arita, the Executive Secretary of the Unit I 

Local Council, remarked, "The WRA has thought something very 

clever. (Umal koto o kangae ta mo nod a . ) people will have to go 

out when the school close«. There is no other way out." 

Y. Kato said, "This is an ace in the hole." (Kore wa kirl 

fuda da'J) 

Nishimoto stated to many evacuees who were worried about 

the problem, "This is a tough problem to fight. The '7RA will 

not listen to appeals for keeping schools open." 

Following somewhat a different trend of thought, one depend-

able Block Manager stated, "That's all right. we will get teach-

ers from among ourselves and will keep our schools going." 

Another well-respected Issei Manager remarked, "This is 

wartime. When we left Los Angeles, we weren't sure of what we 

would eat here. We didn't know if we would be able to eat rice 

in camp. We are enemy aliens, if we don't forget the feelings 

we had when the war broke out, this kind of problem is nothing. 

We didn't exepct to have schools here to educate out children. 

If we don't have schools after next summer, that's all right. 

We have had something unexpected in getting our children to school 
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for the last two years. What of it if our children can't go to 

school for a year or two?" 

Some of the evacuee leaders, however, were guilty of^ asinine 

and bellicose. The expression of N. Matsubara, a member of the 

Executive Board, is representative. He said, 'Well, I 'm going 

to ganbaru. They have to throw me out to get me out of here." 

In a similar vein, a well known Councilman said impassioned -
us 

ly, "what the hell are they talking about? They threw^out of 

California by using the Army. Now they are telling us to get 

out. They can't do anything if we refuse to go out. If they 

don't feed us, we will eat fish from the Colorado River." 

Another Councilman, who was talking withtjae first Council-

man, remarked, "The best thing to do is to sit tight and refuse 

to move. They can't starve us . " 

To contract these nagativistic expressions, there were a 
which 

few remarks ̂ voiced ;joy in the possibility of returning to Calif-

ornia. Setsugo Sakamoto, the Chairman of the Unitjll Local Coun-

cil , for instance, said, "I kinda hate to leave Poston, but I 

guess I have to go as soon as possible. There are others from 

Fresno and the vicinity who would be leaving soon, too." At 

another occasion, it was reported, Sakamoto stated that the lift-

ing of the military orders and the closing of the center was a 

very good break for the Japanese, fer they must not remain in 

Poston too long "for their own good". A member of the Community 

Council criticized Sakamoto by saying, "That's the trouble with 

that guy. He is all for himself. If he makes money hook or crook , 

he is satisfied and happy. He is a kind of Issei, who get up on 

the stage to wave the American f lag . " 
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A well known Iasel in a key position confided to one of 

his intimate friends, "Don't quote me. This is really another 

step forward. We are on the road of getting accepted fry the 

American people. They are more acutely aware of the Japanese 

problem than before. In fact, this is about the first time that 

the Japanese problem is discussed to a great extent by the Amer-

ican people sanely outside of the State of California. The ones 

with children born in this country might as well make up their 

minds to stay in America. Many of you are married to Nisei 

girls. You canft live in Japan happily. You better plan your 

future in terms of the welfare of your children." 

"The Government will move all these Japanese out of the re-

location center. Don't worry. They will do it . After they have 

gone out, they will take the next step. They will remove the 

restriction on Japanese in the naturalization law. They will tell 

the Japanese aliens to naturalize. That is the time which will 

decide the /^3ue really. The Japanese will have to decide one 

way or the other, whether they will like it or not. They can't 

be sitting on the fence then. If they become American citizens 

by naturalization, that's fine. Those Japanese who refuse to ap-

ply for naturalization will then be treated as real enemy aliens. 

The Department of Justice may intern the latter/. The Government 

will then have a real justification in treating them as enemy 

a liens 

1*rhose Issei who have been in America and have ability to 

speak English well are no longer Japanese. They are Americans. 

They better take that opportunity to become American citizens. 

I would like to see that day. Those Issei who refuse to capita-

o* 
lize the opportunity or those Kibei who renounce their American 
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citizenship are scums. They don't belong here. They should go 

back to Japan as quickly as possible. 

,fThose people who intend to remain in America have no busi-

ness in the center. They ought to go out as soon as possible. 

The^|shouldn't let the WRA kick them out. They should plan to re-

locate right away. 

"I can't say this to other people. They will take me for 

an Inu. It 's best to keep quiet and to sneer at those blind, 

stubborn guys." 

Indeed, the leaders, except two or three,showed little en-

thusiasm for the lifting of the exclusion orders and manifested 

a great conern in the iminent closure of the center. Perhaps 

many of them were delighted in getting the restrictions to their 

return to California removed, and were not concerned so much 

with the closing of the center. Nevertheless, they had obser-
v e 

ved how the people behaved when^ rumors of center closure wpre 

ramjet , and could predict how they would react when they re-

ceived the present news. Although in a milder form, the ex-

pressions of the leaders reflected as a whole those they expec-

ted from the people. Representing this line of thinking, Sumida 

said, "'This is just between you and me, but we better watch out 

what we say. people will get plenty hot about the closing of the 

center." 

There were some leaders, however, who foresaw conditions 

that might develop as the closing date approached and wanted to 

plan for such eventualities. Y. Kato of the Executive Board, for 

example, recounted his esperience at the Santa Anita Assembly 

Center just prior to its closing. The Santa Anita evacuees, es 

he put it , became more irresponsible and lawless as the last day 
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drew nearer. They refused to work; instead, they loitered around 

or they gambled. They lest due regards for others1 properties. 

Petty theft s became commonplace; they stole not only public pro-

perty but also from other evacuees. Quarrels among the evacuees 

became frequent, some of which resulted into serious beatings. 

'People get the feeling of don1 t-give-a-damn. They figurejthat 

what they do here will not jeopardize their future, as they will 

not see one another again. We must stop that kind of thing to 

happen here." 

K. Matsumoto, the Chief of Police, who listened to Kato's 

opinion, agreed that it was a responsibility of the evacuee lead-

ers to prevent such eventualities. He stated that he would re-

main here ofatil the end, and would do everything possible to see 

a peaceful closing. f,l believe that the present police force 

(approximately thirty men in Unit I ) will be inadequate,'' the 

Chief commented. "I am going to enlarge it with another thirty 

men to combat crimes in the last stage of the center. I will 

propose itjas soon as I feel time is ripe for i t . " 

Along somewhat different line of future planning, ©kamoto 

was reported to have said that the Council should do some exten-

sive work to keep three or four centers open after this year to 

take care of those that could not leave the centers. 

The attitudes and opinions of the residents at large, on 

the other hand, after their initial shock and surprise from 

receiving the news, varied on a wider range in intensity and 

variety. At the very outset, most common of them, however, were 

those expressing anxiety worries as to their future. The 

conversation between an Inssei woman, the wife of a former seeds 
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and fertilizer dealer in Northern California, and another Issei, a*? 

elderly woman,1s a good example of the expressions of anxiety. 

"What are you going to do?,r the first Issei woman said in 

a worried tone. "Are you going back to California?" 

"Really, I don't know what I would do , " the second Issei wo-

man replied. "I guess I will go back if I have to. But I don't 

have anything to go back for . " 

"What will become of the sick and the old people, though?,f 

queried the first. 

,fI guess they will get pension or public assistance," said 

the second. "That isn't sure either, yourjknow."' 

"This is sure a worry," commented the first Issei perplexedly. 

"I don't know what I would do in California. They talk about 

encouraging us to go to the last, but how can I do anything in 

the East when I can't be sure of making my living in California"?^ 

Another Issei woman, somewhat younger than the first two 

women, who evacuated from Los Angeles, stated without much spirit, 

"I don't know what to do. We will be kicked out of here after 

one year. I feel choked up in my throat so mcuh that I can't 

eat my food•" 

An elderly Issei man, now seventy-four years of age and a 

former employee of a large department store in Los flbgeles/ said 

hopelessly, "What can you do when the Government says you to 

get out^ The only thing you can do is to get out then. I can't ^¿f 

a job any more. I am not a young man. I don't see how I can 

earn enough money for myself and my wife. I am going to remain 

here until they close the gate. It sure is a big worry." 

An Issei, who had pperated a truck farm in Orange County 
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before evacuation, had worries as to his future. He had his 

wife and one daughter, who graduated from high school in Poston 

last June. He remarked stoically, "i was wiped out when we eva-

cuated from Southern California. I gave the lease to the Mexican 

W 

who^worked for us without any charge. The farm equipment I had 

was sold for almost nothing. If I get kicked out of Poston, I 

guess we have to go back to Southern California. That's about 

the only place I know. I'd been in Southern California for more 

than twenty years. I donft have any skill other than farming. 

I don't know any trade. But what will I do? I must find land to 

farm first . But where can you find a farm land now? I must buy 

farm equipment all over. But how can you buy farm equipment during 

wartime? I am well past fifty , and am no good for working for 

someone else. The WRA believes that all of us can go back to 

the condition prior to evacuation. How can we? That's where the 

WRA is greatly mistaken." 

An Issei evacuee from the Salinas valley remarked curtly, 

"No, I can't go back to the farm that I operated. I don't know 

what I will do in the Middle West. Either I stay here or starve." 

His friend who also came from the same locality added, "How 

about me? I have three children. My eldest son is working in 

a dTefense factory in Detroit; he is making(fgood money. You don't 

think that I can ask my son to support his parents and two sis-

ters , do you?' 

An Issei, who appeared to be about fifty years of age, re-

lated as if he was talking to himself, "I owned a good fruit 

stand in one of the best districts in Los Angeles. After the 

outbreak of war, I had to sell the store for a fraction of what 

it was worth. It was a good store; I made money there. I sold 
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it to a Jew, and. I heard that he has been doing well since then. 

If I return to Los Angeles, I would again try to operate a fruit 

stand. Do you believe the Japanese will have the same opportunity 

as before? No1. The game depends a great deal on^ location of store. 

If you find a good place, you will make money. If you misjudge 

the desirability of location, you will lose several thousand dol-

lars in no time. The trouble is that all good stores are oc-

cupied by Jews, Armenians, Chinese, and others. Besides, there 

are no Japanese farmers to re&y on for yourjfmerchanóises. Yes, 

I have some savings, but I don't feel secure to begin the busi-

ness all over. If I lose it now, it 's going to be just too bad 

for me. I will never recuperate the loss in my lifetime. Maybe 

I ought go to Chicago or some place like that. Janitor in a 

hotel --- that's an idea, too. Do you think they will hire me 

for such a job?" 

There was an Issei evacuee from Los Angeles, who was in 

Japanese truck gardeners in 
hauling business". He collected farm products from^Downey-

Norwalk district and/^uled them to fcfe« one of the wholesale 

produce markers in Los Angeles regularly on consignment basis. 

He owned two large trucks and his business flourished. He re-

lated his plight in this way: 

"My oldest son is in the Army. The second son haá passed 
his pre-induction physical examination and is awaiting 
induction. I can't depend on them for ^ aid. My daught-
er is in Chicago; she relocated last year. She is just 
getting started. It is true that I only need to support 
myfoife. Yet, I can't go back to the business I was in. 
No Japanese farmers, no business for me. My business is 
depended on the existence of Japanese farmers, it is 
clear enough, therefore, that I must get some kind of 
job outside of my previous experience. I have thought 
about it since I heard the news, but I just can't arrive 
at any solution. 

"Anothing thing, I don't know what these Japanese farmers 
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ate going to do. They don't have places to farm and equip-
ment to farm wit h. They are the ones hit worst by the eva-
cuation, becuawe they can't regain what they have lost." 

A middle aged Issei (Yobiyose ), who operated alwholesale sea-

food business which he had inherited from his father, said, "At 

the time of evacuation, I closed my business. I mean I closed it 

I paid off every cent I owed and I collected every cent I was to 

get. My lawyer handled the matter and everything was done ac-

cording to the law. Now I can start off with a clean slate. So 

what? What do I start? I don' t have much money. While my busi 

ness was going on, I was making a comfortable living, but after 

it was liquidated, I couldn't get much cash out of i t . " 

Likewise, among the younger people expressions of anxiety 

were heard. A Nisei girl , nineteen years of age, working in 

one of the offices in the Administration Building remarked, "I 

don't know what to do. I'm so worried. I don't even want to 

think about California." 

Another Nisei girl in the same office chimed in, "How about 

me then? Gee, J 'm the only one in the family who can work. My 

brother1s in the Army, what are we going to do?" 

A Nisei woman, probably thirty-five years of age, the wife 

of a truck driver on the project, stated, "Sure, I ' l l go back 

if they give us a home and a job. And they must provide food 

just like here. Otherwise, I stay here. I can't make my liv-

ing on the outside." 

A Hibei woman of twenty-four years of age remarked, "we 

have nothing to go back to. We will starve in California." 

A Nisei boy, just out of high school and now driving truck, 

was worried and confused. He said, live with three elder 

brothers and aged parents. Soon my brothers are to be called 
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to active service. I don't know what to do if we are thrown 

out of here. I am worried. I couldn't sleep a bit worrying 

about it Monday night (December 19 ) . " This boy might have heard 

i 

their parents express their worries in this manner and might 

have been "lip servicing."^ 

Somewte t reflecting the attitude of his parents, a Nisei 

young man of twenty-five years of^ge stated, "what will they 

do (his parents)? They lost everythig. They have no place to 

go back to. They have no money." In the next moment, however, 

he expressed his own delight, "In a way, I am glad that this hag 

happened. I don't have to remain in this dump forever with my 

parents." 

Pear of racial d iscriminat ionjand physical safety was ex-

pressed by the old and £he young frequently, too, although these 

expressions became more numerous and frequent within a few days 

when the California newspapers played up the stories of movements 

against the return of evacuees, and supported them with their 

editorials. A Issei woman, a housewife from Los Angeles, stated 

worriedly, " I don't know how we can live in Los Angeles. Gro-

cery stores may not sell goods to us. I remember my own ex-

perience right after the outbreak vividly. They refused to wait 

on me in one store. So I went in another store. I got my 

groceries all right there, but they gave me dirty looks. Yes, 

Safeway store was like that, too. Instead of taking chances -ftr 

getting the same kind of teatments, I would rather stay here.'" 

An Issei, about fifty, a former merchant in Los Angeles, 

said, "It will be terrible in Los Angeles. You can't tell what 

might happen to you? They might sock you on the street. They 

might gang up on you. Remember? A Japanese was stabbed in the 
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street oar- That can happen any time." 

An Issei evacuee from Imperial Valley, where anti-Japanese 

agitation had been particularly intense, related his fear by 

saying, "Oh, no. I can't go back there. As soon as I reach my 

home, pangs might come to my place and might burn my house. I 

will be lucky if we are not burned together with my house." 

An Issei expert seamstress from Los Angeles remarked, "what 

is the use of going back to California now? The first thing if 

Japan or Germany comes by submarine or what not, you would be 

right back in camp again." 

On the same subject, an Issei Block Manager thought that 

another evacuation would be ordered if Japan became aggressive 

in the operation of war by taking offensive campaigns and push-

ing the American forces in the Pacific. 

Interestingly enough, a Nisei girl ,of eighteen expressed 

a similar sentiment, "Japan isn't defeated yet. You can't tell-

that the Pacific Coast might be endangered again by invasion. 

If we return to California, don't you think we'll have a second 

segregation?" (By segregation, she meant evacuation.) 

Featffu 1 of anti-Japanese mob violence and his physical 

safety, an Issei- farmer from Salinas stated, "I can't go back 

to my place. Salinas is the worst place in California." 

Another Japanese farmer from Imperial Valley was of the 

same opinion, " it 's too dangerous to go to Imperial Valley. 

Brawley is the worst of all . I am afraid of Pilippinoes. They 

are a kind of people who would kill anyone for hatred." 

In the same vein, some of the younger people, too, expressed 

their fear of racial discrimination and mob violence. A rural 
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Nisei said, "It aint worth it . Why should I go to California 

and get killed? Maybe they don't kill you, but it 's a cinch 

that they don't treat you well . " 

A Nisei stenographer in one of the offices remarked, " I 

don't want to go back to BerkersfieId . Anti-Japanese feeling 

will be pretty high. . I want, to go somewhere entirely different." 

A Kibei young man, about twenty-four years old, stated, 

"No, I'd rather stay here with the Indians than take my chances 

outside with ^haku j 1 ns . " 

Another Kibei, who had been on the WRA stop list, said, 

''Those 'guys who return to California will be beaten up by mobs. 

They might be strung up on trees. Who knows what they might 

do to the returning Japs." 

A Kibei woman, probably twenty-seven years of age, was afraid 

that she would not be able to make purchases for daily needs. 

She is an evacuee from Riverside. She said, " I think I would 

think twice before I decide to return to hiy home town. How can 

I be sure that they will sell me milk, meat, bread, and so on. 

It can happen easily." 

A Kibei, formerly of Santa Monica wïjiere he had earned his 

living as gardener, was not optimistic of his future due to 

racial discrimination. He stated, " I expect things will be worse. 

When Germany is knocked out and Japan is left alone in the war, 

the war hysteria will be directed only against the Japanese. We 

will get all the hatred. Don't think that it will be better thato 

the time when the war began. It 's going to be plenty tough then. 

These Keto are blood thirsty, you know." 

As Cor lies Carter pointed out, the early reactions in the 
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initial period were expressions of anxiety. His subordinates 

reported to him that the anxiety could be categorized into two 

gDOups that of physical safety and that of social safety . 

On the other hand, there were some evacuees, albeit scattered 

and infrequent, who expressed their joyous sentiment of being 

able to return to the west. Even among the Iseei, such senti-

ment was heard. S. Sakamoto's statement or Mrs. Noda's remarks 

(Supra, pp. 16 - 17) were representative of this group. 

There was an Issei, about fifty years of age, who owned 

a farm, about forty acres in area^n the vicinity of Lancaster. 

He did not hesitate in telling his fvft̂ Jnd s that he was happy to 

return to his farm. ft0h, you hear so many things, but things 

can't be so bad as people say. Nothing happened to us right 

after December 7. In California, it has been like that all the 

time. The newspapers write a whole lot against the Japanese, 

but the people are just as nice to you as you can expect. There 

isn't any use for me to stay in Poston. I have to leave here 

sooner or later. The sooner I leave here, the better it is. 

I am going back as soon as I can make arrangements with the 

tenant whom I have on the land now." 

It was reported by an informant that Isaku Kubota, the Chair-

for the opportunity 
man of the Community Council, was delighted^to return to his 

former home in Fresno. He was reported to have said that he would 

4/s 

return at an early date to resume the operation of tic«- hotel, 

which ho 'Owned-. 

The same informant also stated that one Fujisawa;, a member 

of the Unit I I I Executive Board, had commenced to organize a 

group of real property owners in Central California to undertake 

the movement of group returns to their lands. He had begun im-



136 

mediately after the official announcements to contact the members 

the organization, which had been created to protect their common 

interests against escheat litigations. 

It is not difficult to understand that many of the property 

owners, although a small number in aggregate, reacted to the an-

nouncements with gratification and pleasure. There were younger 

Japanese-Americans, who acted similarly. For instance, the Nisei 

who was questioned extensively by the Army Hearing team on his 

relationship with the Butoku Kal (Supra, pp. 100 - 106) revealed 

his intention of returning to San Diego County to take care of 
A<s 

farm. 

A Kibei evacuee from Los Angeles divulged his pleasure of 

his neturn in the near future to Southern California. He had 

operated profitable grocery stores in one of the Mexican districts 

in -os Angeles. " I am glad that the Army lifted the ban," said 

he. "Now we can plan to go back to Los Angeles. This is a good 

time to make money. I got to rake in now when things are going 

swell. I think I will make a short trip first to see how con-

ditions are. My lease is from year to year and runs until this 

June. I am going to take over the stores from this summer. My 

wife sure hated the life here. She is happy, too." 

There were others, although without real property, who started 

to ¿sake plans for immediate return*. An Issei, who had operated 

a drug store in Little Tokyo in Los Angeles, was one of these. 

He was about fifty-five years of age. He came to Post on with 

his wife and two daughters. His elde£t daughter graduated from 

Poston high school and later relocated to Philadelphia to enfrol 

in Temple University. There, she married to a Nisei pharmacist. 

m u Ihe younger daughter would Graduate from high school shortly. 
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Betweeh these divergent attitude's, the ré were others who 

were non-committal-òr reticent about revealing their pia Some 

of/them were submissive an<3 resigned to the new cris 

Issei, a>out fifty yeaj*s of age,/from Los Angeles stated calmly 

"We hàve one years' One year is a long time. What are they 

for? 

An I^sei from Loa Angeles was of the same opinion. "When 

the Government says that it will close/in one year, it will 

close for sure. There is nothing we can do about it . we better 

take it quietly in a dignified way It is a shame as Japanese 

if we get excited. The Government is not saying that we ought to 
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He himself was a pharmacist licensed by the State of California. 

"My daughter (the younger) is going to enter Swarthmore College 

this s^Wing. My wife will go with her. She will then stay with 

the other daughter in Philadelphia for two or three months. That 

will be about right. Meanwhile, I will go to Los Angeles alone 

and look around for a store space to start a drug store. There 

is # good profit in the business if you choose your location 

well. You can't compete with chain stores, but if you pick some 

place where there is no danger of such competition, you will be 

all right. I am thinking of starting the store in a Mexican dis-

trict. When I started in Los Angeles, my wife will be coming 

back to California to .join me. I am writing to my son-in-law 

to do the business together." 

The Issei i^rmacist then turned to the listeneHr and re-

marked in a scornful tone, "Don't you have any plan? Don't you 

know what you are going to do? Yes, it is tough to start any-
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Among the younger Nisei, there were many who were delight-

ed fry the thought that they would soon be out of the center. It 

is probably safe to say that more favorable reactions towards 

the news were found among these younger people. Similarly, it 

may be concluded that the majority of the younger Nisei reacted 

favorably, either articulately or silently. Perhaps they visua-

lized new opportunities for advantures in the outside *>orld, 

from which they had been segregated* for more than two years. 

Perchance they had desired to relocate to the outside, but had 

been blocked to do so by their parents. They now saw the time 

when they would move to the outside without incurring the wrath 

of their patents. Some of them were motivated to rejoice due to 

curiosity and restlessness of the youth for new experiences. ' At 

any rate, the majority of them were happy to realize the inevi-

table end to their stay in the center. 

£ high school senior was happy that she would graduate from 

school other than one at Poston. ,nI am glad now. My parents • 

have to go out whether they like it nor not. I will transfer to 

some shool on the outside and will get a real diploma. The Poston 

diploma isn't any good, because you can't po to college with i t . " 

A high school boy was jubilant in saying, "I will have chances 

to go into athletics. I want to play baseball, basketball, and 

so on*, but there are no facilities here. I will be playing games 

again." 

An office girl in the Administration Building told her dif-

ficulties in the past with her parents. She had missed opportu-

nities to relocate to the Middle West several times becau3 e of 

the objection of her parents. She regretted particularly that 

she could not go with her friends who received attrattive offers 
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In a city in the Middle west last October. "I wanted to go with 

them, but my mother didn't let me. My father isn't so bad about 

my going, but my mother is sure stubborn. Since the center is to 

close, I can plan relocation to the East, and my parents will con-

sent to it this time." 

There is another Nisei girl who remained at Poston against 

her wish. She is one of the most efficient secretaries in the 

Administration Building, and is well regarded among the appointed 

personnel for her ability. She had watched her friends go to the 

Eastern cities and obtain good office jobs. She had made several 

plans to relocate in the past, but her parents blocked her plan 

WAi 
every time. Her father ¿a- beyond sixty years of age and her mother 

Wdi wdJ 
±s an invalid. She is the only child in the family. "Every time 

I talk to my mother about^jfeoing out, she starts^ob j ect ing. She would 

cry to make her objection effective. She would protest on the 

ground that she is not well. It would usually end up spats 

in the family. So I have quit talking about relocation at home. 

This time they can't stop me. Well, you ask me my reaction. I'd 

say that I'm very happjr about i t . " 

A girl , about twelve years old, was heard saying to her 

father, "Let's go back to Los Angeles right way. We don't have 

to stay here any more. Let's, daddy." 

An interesting illustration of the generational cleavage 

was reported by David French, the Community Analyst at Poston, 

in his weekly report. It read as follows: 

"An Issei about 45 was talking with a girl about 12 within 
my hearing. The man made some remark about the future and 
the girl replied that at that time there would be no people 
here. The man laughed and said something in Japanese. A 
little later I heard her say that she wouldn't be here but 
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that he could live on rattlesnakes end caetus if he wish-
ed. The incident illustrates the differences that now 
exist between Issei and Nisei opinions about the future 
of Poston. The 12 year old is certain that she can (and 
must) leave during the year, while the still sble-bodied 
Issei is certain that the center will still be open. 
(Report No. 43 January 11, 1945 Community Analyst 
Report, f r o m J a n u a r y 1 to 7 , 1 9 4 5 7 1 

Between t hese divergent attitudes, there were others who 

were non-committal or reticent about revaling their futurejplans. 

Some of them were submissive and resigned to the new crisis. 

An Issei, about fifty years of age, from Los Angeles stated 

calmly, "We have one year. One year is a long time. What are 

they getting excited for?" 

An Issei from Los Angeles, somewhat younger than the pre-

vious man, was of the same opinion, "whgfi the Government says 

that it will close in one year, it will close for sure. There 

is nothing we can do about it . We better take it quietly in 

a dignified way. it is a shame as Japanese if we get excited. 

The Government is not saying that we ought to 
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J»*—' "J get out of here tomorrow. We have one year yet. I am not 

thinking about it at all . When the time comes, I will pack up 

and go. That' s a l l . " 

An Issei Block Manager, who had operated a small wholesale 

produce house in Los Angeles, remarked to his friends in a sar-

castic tone, "Well, it would take more than a year to close Pos-

ton, I think. There is nothing to *orry about. When I came 

here, I didnft expect to go to Utai school. We had it easy so 

far. There is another year at least, why worry about it?" 

A Kibei, who appeared to be about thirty years of a^ge, A he 

son of a farmer in Imperial Velley, remarked resentfully, "What 

are they worrying about? when they tell you to get out, you get 

out. That's a l l . we have been kicked around long enough and 

we ought to know what to do when we get kicked again." 

A Nisei from Watsonwi lie stated non-chalant ly, "Didn^t they 

know that we have to leave camp sometime? There is another full 

year, we are lucky.'r 

« 

A Nisei office girl , about twenty-one years of age, was 

submissive, "if everybody else goes, I guess we'll have to go, 

too," said she. 

An Issei woman, probably a rural evacuee, about forty-five 

years of age, stated, " it 's a Government order. We must obey 

i t . " 

An Issei, about fifty years of age, who worked for tte 

Agricultural Department as a farm hand, had an interesting reason-

ing. "I don't worry about it at a l l . Before o n j year is over, 

the Japanese Government will do something for us . " 

An intelligent Nisei, about thirty years of age, stated, 

"Nothing is definite yet. it 's too early to formulate my opi-
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UpAn the dissemination of the official announcements, an 

entirely different set of attitudes and opinions Negative 

and negativistic appeared among the evacuees concurrent witth 

the various reactions recorded on the previous pages. These 

attitudes were infrequent and mild at the very beginning. They 

were sparsed with expressions of anxiety. Nevertheless, one 

could not fail to observe the surging tide of negativistic ex-

pressions. Within a short while, the intensity and frequency of 

these expressions multiplied manifold; the pugnacity and vocife-

/jourty 

rousness of speakers became intensified^. These people became so 

militant and blatant that others were subdued, willingly or for 

expediency, to keep themselves from expressing their own opinions, 

which might be unpopular. For several days, these people were 

so boisterous and pugnacious in combating any expression contrary 

to their own that the community appeared as if it had turned 

entirely negativistic to the Army decision and the new WRA policies. at first 

Even those that had^expressed their concern as to their future 

joined the group clamoring the "injustice" of the WRA. 

Indeed, the cold,hostile reception that Mrs. Noda received 

when she divulged her intention of going back to Los Angeles 

was the straws in the wind. The next morning, an Issei worran 

who was talking with Mrs. Noda in the Mess Hall was heard to shout 

at her, "You are logral to America. That's the trouble with you. 

We have no use for loyal people here." 

On another occasion during the day, another Issei woman 

was quietly talking with Mrs. Noda. Soon their voices became 

louder. "'Your head will be chopped o f f , " s/Ul the Issei woman. 
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''What's the difference?" retorted Mrs. Noda. ,fl have only 

one life to lose. I have to die sooner or later. And it 's my 

life and not yours." 

"You can't tell me that," the other issei woman was persis-

tent. "They might kill you before you get to your house." 

"Oh, no, they won't. After I see my own house, I will be 

satisfied. I don't care if I am killed after that. There is 
wrong 

nothing .for me to go back to my own house in Los Aggeles. It 's 
A 

my business and I am capable of tending my business. What is 

it to you anyway?" 

The Issei woman's face reddened suddenly. She shouted, 

"You shut up'." 

Mrs. Noda went away from her angrily, too. She had been 

somewhat slow to catch on to the trend of the community, but 

these unpleasant lessons were enough to keep her silent on her 

plan t,/ return ft o California thereafter, although she continued 

to make preparations. 

Another quarrel of this type occurred between an Issei woman 

of fifty and a Nisei housewife of thirty-seven, it was reported. 

The quarrel took place across the table in a Mess Hall. 

"You intend to go to California in January, aren't you?" 

asked Mrs. K, the Issei woman, sarcastically. 

"Who said I am going to California in January?7 replied 

Mrs. 0 , the Nisei woman. "So you are making up my mind for 

me , are you?" 

"All the people that want to go ought to go out in a hurry," 

went on Mrs. K. 

"So you're jinxing people that are intending to go to Calif-

ornia, are you?" retorted Mrs. o . "You don't have to jinx them. 
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If people want to go, let them and wish them the best." 

"Ahi You must be anjlnu , now I know," yelled Mrs. Kato hy-

sterica lly. 

Likewise, some Issei were heard as remarking that any Jap-

anese who would return to California ought to be regarded as 

Inu. An Issei construction worker, residing in Block 4 (probably 

a farmer from Riverside) remarked incoherently, "We shouldn't go 

out. Anybody who goes out is an Inu. " 

An Issei bachelor, who had been a migratory farm laborer 

in California, said, 'Those^that will go out of the center are 

helping the war effort of this country. They are national trait-

ors . 'f 

Another statement, the reasoning of which was difficult to 

follow, was expressed by another Issei evacuee from Imperial 

Valley. He worked in a Mess Hall as a dish washer. "The Japanese 

Government told us to stay here for duration. As Japanese, it 's 

our duty to remain in the center. That's all right; never mind 

abotot the WRA. Let them close the center. Only the loyal guys 

are going to be fooled by such a talk . " 

A Kibei from Orange County stated loudly, "Those guys who 

talk about going out of the center are Inu. Gee, I miss the good 

old days. If we had the old gangs, we will beat those guys up. " 

Unlike on other occasions, however, the Inu accusations 

were not common. The pattern of calling others Inu were pre-

valent only among the workers in the construction project of 

the echool adobe buildings, those in the Fire Station, and those 

in Mess Halls. (B6ssibly there might have been other groups 

where the Inu accusations were prevalent. The writer and his in-

formants noticed this pattern particularly articulate among these 
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groups mentioned above.) However, it is true that some of those 

that were known to others as having made some plans for their 

immediate returns were called either Inu or loyal to the United 

States without much malice, although derisively. The following 

conversation will illustrate such tTname calling" without deep 

significance s 

First Issei: " I hear that Mr. S is going back to Califor-

nia. about Janurary 20 . " 

Second Issei: "is that right? He would1. The trouble is 

that he is loyal to America. He is an Issei, but it doesn't 

mean anything. He is just an Inu." 

More common than these Inu accusations were the expressions 

of intention to behave contrarily to the new WRA policies or 

of condemnation of the Government or the WRA for mistreating them. 

A<x</ 
A Kibei, aoout twenty-five years of age, a well prepared 

WA5 

plan. He k a resident of Block 44 (probably an Oceanside eva-

cuee) and drove a truck for the Subsistence Department. He 

said excitedly, "They can't do this to us. They stuck us in 

here. What did that mean making us sign those papers that we get 

out of here two weeks after the war? I signed the paper, so I'm 

going to stay here until the end of the war. I have bought 

twenty-seven sacks of rice; so, if they cut out the food, I ' l l 

have enough for myself. I was a 'No-no1, but I changed to 'Yes-

yes.' So they haven't drafted me as yet. Now I f # gonna be dis-

loyal. The United States Government doesn't know what they're 

doing to as" 

An Issei housewife, an urban evacuee, stated, "The United 

States Government will change their minds when they find out that 

we don't go out. They can't kick us out of here, it 's a different 
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Issei in here during the war. We would go out of this place to 

join our children. But they stuck all the Issei and the Nisei 

in hfere together. There is no reason that we should obey the 

WRA order and get out." 

An Issei woman, who had operated a small Japanese restau-

rant in one of the Japanese districts in Los Angeles before 

evacuation, was emotionally wrought up. Previously, she had 

stated that she wasjwe 11-to-do owning considerable property in 

Japan. She was a widow, but had a son in Tu le lake and other 

sons in Japan. She had applied for repatriation, and would be 

on the Army segregee list. "America is kicking us out of here 

so that they don't have to pay for the damages. They are trying 

to dodge the responsibility of paying the damages. If we go out, 

we won't get a penny for what we have lost. I won't get out. 

They can't do this. What's gonna happen to the Americans interned 

in Japan then? I wish the Japanese Government retaliate on them. 

I'm gonna ganbaru till the end of the war." 

An Issei evacuee from Bakersfied said angrily, "That's just 

like America. They have wiped out the financial foundations that 

we had built up in the past forty years. They have made a clean 

sweep. Now that the wiping out has been well completed --- the 

Japs don't have anything left in California --- they want to 

save Government expenses by kicking us out of the center. You 

think I fall for that? I am going to stay right here until they 

bring soldiers to take me out." 

An Issei evacuee from Los Angeles, who wag one of the most 

prominent leadere in Unit I until he became sick, was allittle 
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more legalistic. "By evacuating us on orders from the Army, the 

Federal Government had assumed by implied consent an obligation 

to feed, cloth, and shelter the evacuees for duration, we had 

ttrh? 
entered with the Government -err a contract by which we mutually 

a I </c/r*df/oi 
agreed to be the v ^ d s of the Government for fourteen days after 

•durât ICMÎT. The Government cannot say now that they have changed 

CdfC 

thèir minds and are not going to take,, of the evacuees. The con-

tract is|still binding on them. If we succeed in getting the 

evacuees together to agree that no one would go out, we might suc-

ceed in forcing the WRA to change their decision. We got to get 

together in order to rna&e our protest effective. The leaders 

should work on it right away. This is the time for them to do 

really something." 

A Kibei from Riverside, probably thirty-five years o f / p ^ , 

was indignant in saying, "I am going to sit tight and refuse to 

• bejmoved out of here. Whatta hell they talking about?" 

A young Issei, a former cleaning and dye worker in Los Angeles, 

could not see any possiblity of relocating in the immediate fu-

ture. He had three small children, two of them still in elemen-

tary school and the third in kindergarten, fl can't get out of 

here in one year. I may be able to go out in two years. I can't 

tell. I .just can't get out. I will starve on the outside. So 

I might as well stay here and starve. I am not getting out." 

A Nisei, about thirty years of age, who worked in the Re-

location Office, was negativistic, too. He said, "I 'm going to 

be the laaaaast one out. Whatta hell. I am no sucker to be 

shoved around." 
t 

A Nisei girl of sixteen, who is the daugfyer of an Orange 

County farmer, revealed thatjshe intended to be stubborn. She was 
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a high school student. "I 'm going to be one of the stubborn 

ones and stay right here," said she. "i won't budge. They 

stuck us in here. Let's see them put us out. The parents can't 

understand English. How can they leave the center. And. you're 

still a Jap . " with this girl , however, it is difficult to con-

ceive that the whole of her expression was her own opinion. In-

deed, her parents might have spoken negativistic attitudes, and 

she was susceptible to "lip servicing". At any rate, the at-

titude expressed by her was atypical of her age group. 

The most common expression among the residents during the 

initial period was "I 'm going to ganbaru." This cryptic sen-

tence was on the lips of many evacuees as if it had become po-

pular pass words. Supplementing these ever-increaiing negati-

vistic statements that they would refuse to leave the center, 

there were negative expressions either disbelieving or being 

skeptical of the possibility of successful execution of the 

new WRA policies, i . e . , the closure of the center. 

An Issei bachelor from Delano, about sixty years of age, 

^ / was eurt in saying, "Shit. It can't be done. (Euso. Dekiru y 

< !'c V monka.)"' ^ 

Another Issei, an evacuee from Los Angeles, the parent, of 

three children, was wishful in stating, "The sick and the dis-

abled cannot relocate. As long as they are in camp, Poston 

will not close. I think they are just scaring us . " 

A Kibei from Orange County, about thirty-five years of 

age, stated, ''Because too many people out on indefinite leaves 

returned recently and the center population increased, the WRA 

got excited. That's the reason they put this new policy into 
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effect. I doubt if the WRA will stick to the new policies to 

the end . The WRA has changed its policies too often in the 

past. It used to be that it announced one set of policies in 

the morning and reversed it in the evening." 

An Issei farmer from Coachella Valley said, '"I think the 

WRA is dreaming. It is impossible to relocate these people in 

one year. They won't go out by December. Of course, if the 

Government uses the Army in order to clear the Japs out of here, 

it will be a different story. But I can't imagine the Gavern-

ment using the sold.iers again. " 

M. Oye, the correspondent for the Colorado Times, told his 

/ /, ooo %/*/><i*ase d/ 7>osfo*> 
friends that it was impossible to relocate^ in one year. He es-

timated that it would take at least four years to clear the Jap-

anese out of Poston. 

An older Nisei office / worker in the Administration was some-

what of the same opinion. He reasoned, "The original population 

was about 18,000 at Poston. The relocation program began in 

September, 1942. The present population is 11,300. It means 

a decrease of 6 ,700 in about two and half years. No, it oan't 

be done. Besides, the residual population is much more dif-

ficult to relocate." 

An Issei business man from Los Angeles was skeptical of 

the WRA assistances. "The WRA says that it has solutions for 

all individual problems for relocation. It is talking about 

the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, the ffarm Security, and 

so on. But these are for the Nisei. The Issei are not eligible 

for loans and grants. I believe the WRA knows all that. They 

are just trying to relocate the Nisei as many as possible. If 

some of the Issei relocate, so much the better for them. After 
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that, they will tell the Issei to remain in the center.'1 

A Kibei and his wife, who had worked as domestics in San 

Jose, Richmond, and elsewhere, expressed one of the popular be-

liefs among the older people. They believed that it was not phy-

sically possible to relocate 11,000 from Poston in one year. "We 

think about thirty thousand people will be left in all the cen-

ters excluding Tule Lake. Then, they will gather these people in 

a fewer centers. My guess is that Gila and Poston will remain 

open for duration." 

A Kibei (vegetable packer) from SalinaS^was mercenary in 

reasoning out the impossibility. "Are they giving us $1000 per 

person? Sure, we need that much money to get going again. Un-

less the WRA gives $1000 to each person, people aren't interested 

in going out. They can't close the center.'' 

On the same subject of WRA grants, the following conversation 

was heard between Nisei boys and Cor lies Garter, the Relocation 

Program Officer. 

"How much are they giving us?" one of the Nisei asked. 

"Twafaty-five dollars," replied Garter defensively. 

"What?" interjected another Nisei. "You don't think we go 

out for that money, do you?" Afterwards, this boy was heard com-

menting that no one would go out of Poston now that the WRA had 

announced that "japs had to be kicked out". 

In general, the evacuees believed that the present WRA grants 

and the WRA promises of future assistances to indigent^ were 

not sufficient financial inducements to spur them to relocate. 

Among the policies and procedures promulgated by the WRA, 
V— 

there were two other important phases which attracted the Bva-
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cuees1 attention. They were both found in Myer's message to 

the residents. (A Message from the Director of the war Reloc-

ation Authority undated ) 

1. Farm operations at the centers will be sharply cur-
tailed. Both vegetable and feed crops planted during 
the fall of 1944 will be harvested at all centers. No 
crops will be planted during 1945 except at Gila Riv-
er and poston. At those two centers, the vegetable 
crop program previously planned, with some modifica-
tions for declining population, will be carried out. 
( ibid . p. 7) 

2 . Schools will be maintained at the centers at least 
through the end of the present school year in June, 
1945. If summer sessions are found to be necessary 
at any of the centers, the schools may be kept open 
beyond that date but in any case not later than Aug-
gust 31 , 1945. (ibid . ) 

The residents here regarded t^ie first of the two as a wel-

come assurance that Poston would not close at least until Decem-

ber 31 , 1945, if not much longer. (Robert Do lins, the represent-

ive dispatched by Myer to explain the post -exc lu s ion program, ex-

plained that the WRA at Washington had never intended the policy 

in such light. Because of the climate, the crops could be har-

vested before July 1 after the already planned vegetables had been 

planted. The subsequent instructions from Washington and the or-

ders given by Utz, the Assistant Director (national) in charge 

of Operations, who visited Poston at the heàl of Doilins1 depart-

ure verified Donlins' interpretation. The Agricultural Depart-

vVdlJ 
ment at Poston W X̂ÎÊ prohibited from planting melons, egg plants, 

<z/c./ ¿a/o^e. 
toomatoes ,^which could not be harvested oarllor than July . ) No 

one at Poston, including the appointed personnel, doubted that 

the center would be maintained until the end of 1945. Director 

Duncan Mills , too, was talking of December 31 , 1945, as the final 

day. This , indeed, contributed greatly to reinforce the ever-

present popular be lief , that Poston would be the last center to be 
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closed. When reinforced by the official announcement, the re-

sidents were prone to doubt whether the WRA would really close 

Poston at all . This particular aspect of the new WRA policies 

was again and again used by many that were arguing against the 

center closre to substantiate their reasoning. 

A Nisei housewife with two children stated, "I am glad I 

came to Poston. I don't have to worry about moving to another 

center for duration. But I am worrying about my mother. She 

and my younger sister are at Topaz. They say that Topaz will 

be the first center to be closed. I want to call them all over 

here. We will be fixed for quite a while, if they come here. 

The only thing I'm worried is the heat during the summer. I don't 

know whether my mother can stand it.ff 

An Issei from Imperial Valley, who confided that he was 

afraid to return there because of the intense anti-Japanese 

feeling, said, "The WRA is preparing for eventualities. They 

half doubt themselves if they could relocate all the people out. 

Thatfs the reason they told Poston and Gila to go ahead with 

their farming. They are fifraid they mighty feed some of us after 

1 9 4 5 . " 

Concerning the closing of the schools, the attitudes of the 

residents were mainly divided into two groups v i z . , that of 

acquiescenee and that of resistance. Many of the older people 

regarded the WRA dictum as inevitable and believed that they 

must comply with it . A Kibei housewife, the mother of four 

children, stated hopelessly, "There is nothing we can do about 

it . I'm going back to California .just as soon as schools close. 

I can't keep my children here without schooling." 



153 

Like this Kibei woman, there were many others who believed 

that they must plan to relocate for their children's sake before 

the next school year. Indeed, the majority of parents with school 

going children became aware that they could not remain here too 

long. An Issei evacuee from Riverside said, "This is a real, 

tough problem for the Japanese. We Japanese might withstand al-

most anything, but not this one. We think so much about our 

length of time. We will be forced to relocate just because of 

this one." 

Taking contrary point of view, there was a small number of 

W/7 

people who proposed to establish private schools evacuee 

teachers. Among them, however, few parents were found; there 

were many Issei and Kibei who were not concerned directly with 

the school problem. One such Issei spoke, "That isn't much of 

a problem. We don't need to depend on the WRA . There are plenty 

of people here who are capable of teaching. We don't have to 

depend only on the Nisei, i^et's have Kibei and Issei teachers. 

Let's teach them in Japanese. It 's much better to teach the 

children in Japanese.' 

Regarding such a proposal, John Powell, Assistant Director 

in charge of Community Management, said with much amusement, 

''And they would propose to teach them in Japanese. That is quite 

in line with what they have been trying to do here." 

There were many parents, on the other hand, who were talking 

of appealing to the WRA through the Councils or the PTA to keep 

the schools open until the end of the center. An urban Issei was 

argumentative in stating that under the compulsory attendance law 

children's education that them out of school for any 
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the Federal, the State, or the municipal government was required 

to provide educational facilities to school age children. As 

long asjschoo 1 age children were here, the m A couldjnot refuse to 

* 

maintain the Poston schools, he argued. Such argument as this 

*as gaining favors among the parents. It is , therefore , expected 

that concerted action might be initiated by the patents to keep 

the schools open, although it is difficult to conce ive, judging 

from the present WRA thinking, that such a movement will succeed 

in attaining its aim. 

By the afternoon of December 19 (Tuesday), the mass meet-

ing of the evacuee leaders had been held in the high school au-

reachj&fr here 

ditorium. (Supra, pp. 18 - 24) The newspapers^frgm California 

had begun to print specutacu lar ly every day the a c t i v i t i e s ^ 

and the statements of anti-Japanese officials and anti-evacuee 

organizations. The editorials in the Los Angeles Times and in 

the Los Angeles Examiner had informed the residents here that 

they were not welcome in California, m proportion to the alarm-

ing intensity of bigotry, the evacuees were afraid of California; 

as they became afraid, they expressed more violently negativistic 

or blatantly pugnacious attitudes, it is true that the attitudes 

recorded in this report so far were still existent and lasted for 

a long time afterwards, but more tumultuous voices had begun to 

drown out the more harmonious strains. The discords continued 

on for several days until the monotony of dissonace ilretg itself 

out and the quieter strains could be heard again above the harsh 

din . 

One of the most common expressions, albeit in tZm several 

variations, was: 
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''Whatta hell are they talking about? They stuck us in 
here. So we ' ll stay here." 

Another resentful attitude^ frequently expressed was: 

"Whatta hell. (Nani kuso. ) What can they do if we refuse 
to go out? Don't go out. Don't budge. Let's stick 
it out . " 

There were many Issei and Kibei who still remembered the 

successful November strike. These people believed that the WRA 

could be coBfcced to change its policy of center closure by stag-

ing a sit-down strike. The following opinion was typical of this 

group: 

"whatta hell we care? (Kamau mon&a ) There is nothing to be 
afraid of . (Nan imp osoreru ¥o'tb^a Ira na i . ) Let's have 
a sit down strike "and show t'hem how we~feeT." 

An Issei woman, who had supported her fcusband in Los Angeles, 

said defiantly that she could not relocate because it would mean 

that she would contribute towards the war effort of the United 

States. 'rMe"? Go out? No, not me. They have to shove me out 

by the Army. The reason that I don't go back to Los Angeles is 

the fact that I will have to work in a sewing factory. That will 

be helping the United States. I can't do that. I am a Japanese." 

An Issei farmer from Orange County wanted to stop other 

people from re locating by using intimidation. ,f™e got to stop 

those bastards from getting fooled by the WRA. we should scare 

them. Maybe we should say that we beat them up if they go out. 

We ought to take care of those Inu who helps the WRA to kick us 

out of here." 

An elderly Block Manager from Orange County had a little 

different idea. "Let those feuys who want to go back go back 

f irst . Get them out as quickly as possible. Then, the rest of 

us ought to fight like hell. As long as those bastards are with 
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us, we can't put up a good f ight . It looks we are divided among 

ourselves, and the Administration won't be scared." 

An evacuee from Terminal Island, a boy of eighteen years of 

age, who returned ffom Japan in 1940 and spoke very little En-

glish, was representative of the extreme Kibei . He was certain 

that Poston would not close. He further reasoned that the WRA 

would raise its cash grants to flOOO per person in the end in 

order to relocate the more difficult individuals, and that those 

who would relocate early would jeopardize the chance to receive 

the money. It is interesting that he did not term the grants as 

indemnities, as other Kibei were speaking about. He added, howe 

ever, a statement which reflected the thinking of the small mi-

nority of recalcitrant Kibei . "Those guys (Altsu ra ) working 

for the Administration are going to &et beat up, because they 

are working with the Keto for returning to California . " There 

was actually no evidence to prove that any worker in the Adminis-

tration was threatened with bodily harm, and the statement like 

the one above should be interpreted as the wish of the speaker 

for such a thing to happen. 

A Kibei , about twenty-two years of age, told his friends 

that he had received his Individual Exclusion Order and had been 

told by the Army Board that he could relocate to any place out-

side of the prohibited areas. He had been on|the WRA stop l ist . 

"Christ sake, " said the Kibei . " I don't want to go out of here. 

The WRA said that I couldn't go out. So that's a l l there was 

to i t . I 'd made up my mind that I would stay here or go to 

Tule Lake. Hell , no. They can't change my mind now just because 

they changed their minds. I won't be kicked around like a foot-
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bal l . Not me, boy . " 

The majority of the Issei who had applied for repatriation 

were confused as to their future status, for they were cleared 

from the WRA stop list and found themselves among those who must 

relocate. (The Army had not issued the segregee l ist , and there 

was little knowledge regarding the Army segregation in those days . ) 

They were^ia^ariably opposed to the center closing and were voci-

ferous in denouncing the new WRA policies. One of these Issei 

loudly expressed his viewpoint thus: 

"They are making fools of us . (Baka nl shite iyagaru. ) At 
one time, we are dangerous; at another 't'im'e, we are all 
right to live on the outside. How do they know that we 
won !t blow up the bridges? That's what they said some-
time ago. Nothing has happened to make us loyal to the 
United States since then. We are s t i l l same Japs, what 
are they (the Government of f ic ia Is ) anyway? Bunch of saps? 
(Bate bakari ka?) You will find me sitting here in this 
camp VBa'teverTiappens. I am Ant interested in staying 
in America. That's the reason I have applied for repatri-
ation. If they want to clean up Poston, they better send 
us to Tule Lake." 

Another Issei of this group stated, "why don't they make 

up their minds once for all? They put us in here, and that's 

a l l right with me. I gave up America. I am going to Japan. 

The Japanese Government had told us to stay in the center during 

the wartime. That's what I am going to do. They have to drag 

me out of there . " 

An old sentiment, which had been popular in the early days 

of the relocation program, was revived by another Issei of this 

group, although such a sentiment was not confined only among the 

repatriates. He said, "Those bastards who relocate are loyal 

guys. They don't trust the strength of Japan. They are giving 

~fo ¿<L 

up the privilege of getting indemnit ies^ collected by Japan from 

the United States Government. Once they go out, they canft get 
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them. Relocation means forfeiture of your claims." 

Interestingly enough, the subject of indemnities was not 
debated 

extensive lfyby the residents ; it was not a wide spread topic of 

discussion even among the Issei , notwithstanding that with great 

popular support M. Nagai and his Executive Board (It was called 
had 

the Central Executive Committee at that time.) almost succeeded 

in presenting the "demand" for indemnities to the Japanese Govern-

ment through the Spanish Embassy less than two years previously 

(Febraary, 1943) . The subject was discussed to any great extent 

only among those Issei whom the Issei moderates and liberals 

called incorrigibles. Curiously enough, too, those that were 

interested in the matter were fe=h* ones who would not be able to 

- 7 d u e 
show tangible evidences of^ financial losses^to evacuation. Those 

Issei who had suffered considerable losses were silent on the 

subject of damages and indemnities, although it will be wrong to 

conclude that they had entirely given up such hopes. 

One of the most vociferous exponents for indemnities was 

an Issei from LOS Angeles. (Mr. N was about sixty years of age. 

Mrs. N was about fifty years of age. They had a son twenty-two 

years old and a daughter thirteen years old. The son had mar-

ried a Nisei girl in the same block and had relocated to Chi — 

cago. The younger couple ha</ a baby, while in Chicago, the 

son was taken into the Army. 

Mr. N had been paralyzed for several years, and Mrs. N had 

worked day and night to support the family. Since coming to Pos-

ton, Mrs. N worked as a janitress. Her income was the sole earn-

ing for the family, for their son had refused to contribute to-

wards the family cache. 
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N was heard several times that he was appreciative of the 

fact that his family had been evacuated to Poston. He could 

walk now without crutches. He could spend days in leisure with-

out worrying about daily livelihood. Once he was heard as re-

marking, "Poston is a good place (Poston wa il tokoro d a . ) There 

isn't any better place. (Konna 11 tokoro wa na i . ) I don't have 

to worry about tomorrow's bread and butter. (Asu no kurashi no 

shlnpai wo suru koto ga ira nai. ) f > ) He shouted to his friends 

like a soap-box orator. He denounced the WRA because, he thought, 

it was throwing the Japanese out of the center without properly 

providing for them. He reasoned that the Issei were enemy aliens; 

therefore, they were prisoners of war. The Covenant of 1928 at 

Geneva should be applied to the Issei in the center. As he put 

i t , the WRA was violating the terms of the Covenant, because the 

United States Government could not abrogate its obligation to 

the Issei (prisonersjof w a ^ ) that they be provided for duration. 

Furthermore, the American Government was required to recompense 

for a l l the financial losses incurred by the Japanese nationals 

due to the mass evacuation. (N believed strongly that the Amer-

ican forces met severe set back at -^eyete and that they could 

not invade Luzon successfully.) 

''What are a l l these leaders doing anyway?" said he vehement^ 

ly. "They act like big shots, but when it comes to a critical 

moment like this , they are useless. They don't hav6 guts to 

speak up. If they are scared, I ' l l take up the battle myself. 

Hell , I am not afraid . I am arguing on the international law. 

The American Government cannot shove us out of here without 

paying for our damages. I ' l l ask for thirty thousand dollars 
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for eadh of you ¿ssei. Until the Government pays us, we don't 

have to get out of this place. They can't kick you out. We 

are protected. Whatta hell are you talking about. Thirty thou-

sand dollars aren't too much. Sure, I didn't lose so much, but 

humiliation and dishonor for being thrown into a concentration 

camp is worth money too. I will go and see Director Mills about 
tell 

this. I willAthe Director, j a m n o K e t o . g boot-licker." 

(One of the writer's informants reported afterwards that 

N after all did not call on Director Mills. Instead, he went to 

see Aijiro Takahashi, the head of the Poston Chapter, the American 

Red Cross, and argued excitedly on his stand that every Issei 

should be recompensed to the extent of thirty thousand dollars. 

N stressed the fact that Takahashi as the head of the Red Cross 

chapter here was the most logical evacuee to champiion such a 

protest•) 

Another Issei, formerly a fisherman at Terminal Island, put 

forward among the Issei an argument that every Japanese national 
the 

be paid sum of five thousand dollars per per a on to redress 

his financial loss. (Mr. T was interned in December, 1941. His 

family his wife, two daughters, and a son had to evacuate 

from Terrnina 1 Island early. They moved to a temporary shelter 

in one of the Japanese language schools in Boyle Height, Los Ange-

les. in ^gust, 1942, T was paroled and rejoined his family 

at Poston. 
w<Vi . 

T is known as a/trouble-maker among his fclock people. He W 

had several quarrels and fist fights with the block residents. 

Mrs. T was also despised by the block women as selfish andjother 

anti-social behavior^. T believed in the invincible strength of 

the Japanese army and navy. Among the oversea broadcast ''fans", 
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he was regarded aa an arm chair strategist. 

Those that had known T as a fisherman at Terminal Island had 

stated that he was poverty striken. J^er he worked as a share-

crop fisherman, he lacked the quality to be a successful one. 

To be successful, he was required to work harmoniously with other 

members of his boat crew. Because he was argumentative and sen-

sitive without reason, he was unable to work smoothly along with 

his co-workers. Thus, he was compelled to quit one fishing boat 

and get on with another. Such a move, however, was always ac-

companied by an interval of unemployment and a step-down from 

the more lucrative compensation to one less so. 

Mrs• T was unpopular among his neighbors in the fishing vil-

lage of Terminal Island. For some years prior to Pearl Harbor, 

it was said, T and his family moved and lived on the other side 

of the channel (the City of San Pedro) social ostracism isfbr 

his fellow Japanese. While in San Pedro, Mrs. T was involved in 

a fistic cuff with a Caucasian neighbor; because of this fight, 

she spent many days in jail . Some alleged thatjjhe was admitted 

to an insane asylum for about one year due to psychosis. 

Since coming to Poston, every member of T 's family was em-

ployed on the project. At present, Mr. and Mrs. T and the el-

dest daughter are employed full time, and the other two school 

going children are employed part time. It is not questioned that 

they have elevated their economic status after coming to the 

relocation center. As a sarcastic observer put it , T ha$ been 

able to save money for the first time in his life, thanks to 

the evacuation. ) 

There was another elderly Issei, who was expounding a con-
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cept that every Japanese ought to be compensated by the sum of 

ten thousand dollars if the WRA wished to relocate him in order 

to liquidate the relocation center. In his words, the Japanese 

were entitled to the sums, because they had suffered severe losses 

at the time of evacuation. The losses were his rationale for 

his agrument that the WRA should feed, shelter, and cloth the 

evacuees for duration. It was doubtful whether he actually be-

lieved that the Government would agree to such a payment of in-

demnity. "That's all right if the Government refuse^to give 

us the money," concluded he. " If we talk about our damages all 

the time loud enough, they will know that we won't go out of the 

center without getting paid. They don't want to pay the money, 

so they will be forced to keep the center open.™ 

(Mr. S is about sixty years of age . Mrs. S is about sixty-

four. They had been married r sevcro-t years. This was 

the second marriage for Mrs. S . Mrs. S and her first husband 

operated a small restaurant and heaped a good fortune selling 

liquor to the customers during the Prohibition days. After the 

death of her first husband, she and S bought a cheap hotel in 

the Little Tokyo district In Los Angeles. Although their mar-

riage was consumated only several years previous to the evacu-

ation, Mrs. S had been an invalid for a long time. She had 

some trouble with thyroid glands and high blood pressure. She 

weighed more than two hundred pounds in spite of her five feet 

a 
two inches- stature. She could not move about and used wheel A 
c ha ir . 

S was one f ^ j the stubborn, uncouth, uneducated Issei. He 

was very sensitive about being slighted or regarded inferior 
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(baka ni sareru). He often imagined persecution or discrimi-

nation by his fellow block people. Once, he was threatened with 

an eviction attempt by the block people because of causing 

pcatod troubles^ within the block as a result of his uncooperative 

and recalfcitrant attitude. 

S was an ardent fan of the oversea broadcasts. He was al-

ways among those present at the "daily short wave session''. Many 

times he was heard shouting at the younger Nisei that they should 

not converse in English. He thought that the use of English should 

be eliminated from the daily conversations of people in the camp.) 

Such exponents for indemnity were commonly found among the 

Issei bachelors from the/u^ral California districts. Many of 

them argued vehemently that they should not leave the center un-

less they be paid some money the amount varying anywhere from 

five hundred dollars to ten thousand dollars per person. Some 

of them, no doubt, Regarded such payment as indemnity, while 

others were thinking only in terms of gratuity or inducement for 

re location 

most of them were formerly migratory farm labor-

ers (blanketo katsugi), it was difficult to conceive that they 

had lost any sizable money or property because of the evacuation. 

Nonetheless, there was such an Issei bachelor who furiously 

shouted that he had lost everything he had and should be repaid 

for his losss (He was probably sixty years of age. He once 

said that he came to the United States around 1905 from Hawaii, 

where he had fcmMgrated earlier from Japan. He had worked from 

camp to camp, season to season, in Central California since then 

as a migratory orchard laborer. He had never married and had 

never saved any sizable amount of money, according to his friends.) 
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He said that he had been wiped out (ichimon nag hi ni s arete.). 

He would refuse to leave the center unless he be paid the sum 

of one thousand dollars by the WRA. If he remained in the center 

and waited until the end of the war, he reasoned, the Japanese 

Government would see to it that he would receive^ at least the 

sum. He was willing, however, to leave the center -mm if the 

WRA wanted to pay the indemnity now without waiting until the 

end of the war. 

(The Editor of the postor^and another Issei moderate were 

of the opinion that the future actions of these bachelors would 

not be consistent with what they were saying at this time. Once 

the California orchardists began to ask for Japanese laborers, 

these migratory laborers would^he first ones to apply for such 

job opportunities. They would then forget what they had said 

about indemnity for their losses. To them the California farm 

jobs would be very attractive, for they had been accustomed to 

the conditions for many years, the observers reasoned. 

If this were true as the observers prophesized, it would be 

a repetition of the early relocation phenomena. Injthe early 

days when the WRA instituted the seasonal leave system, the 

bachelors argued vehement ly against leaving the center. Yet, soon 

afterwards, these bachelors left the center in droves to seek 

farm jobs on seasonal leaves in Utah, Colorado, Idaho, and else-

where . ) 

In contrast with these Issei indemnity seekers, the attitudes 

of the Kibei were interesting. They were seldom heard discus-

sing the subject of indemnity, although there were many who 

sought cash grants much more than what the WRA was willing to 
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pay. They sought gratuities, varying in sum from one hundred 

dollars to five hundred dollars per person, but they on the whole 

were thinking of such gratuities in terms of inducement for re-

location And to aoai3t them i«- rehabilitation. Hardly were they 

talking of such payment^ as a part of war reparation or an indem-

nity for their damages. 

The Issei exponents of the indemnity concept were thus noisy 

and pugnacious, but their effective influence on the community 

was slight. There were no opponents to their arguments. Others 

were acquiescent before them and submissive to their arguments, 

because they did not desire to arouse their wrath unnecessarily. 

They had nothing to gain for themselves by refuting their con-
or 

cept of indemnity,by confronting the extremists. As a result, 
A 

the community as a whole appeared as if it supported the higher 

cash grants or indemnity. The moderates refused or failed to 

argue against the extremists, although they were annoyed by the 

latters' bellicosity some annoyingly amused. 

Amid these tumultuous noises of different tones, clamors 

for concerted action were heard. Some of the people showed un-

easiness and impatience as if the WRA was makjfeg the residents 

to get out of the center within a short time. An Issei im-
6r<L 

passioned ly cried, "whatta hell thcBe Gouncilmen doing anyway? 

Why don't they do something to 

stop the WRA? This is the time 

they are needed. If they can't do anything now, they might as 

well quit and let some others with more guts do the work for 

them." 

Another Issei was of the same opinion that an immediate 

action be taken by the Council to protest to the WRA against 
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the closure of the center. " If I could speak English, I sure 

tell them plenty," h8 added. "This is when they fight like 

hell for the Japanese. (Kondo koso Nihon j in no tame nl tatakau. ) 

The Councilmen should wake up now." 

There were many others among the older people who asked 

the Council to take an initiative to estop the WRA from closing 

the center. The Councilmen, too, were sensitive to the noisier 

public opinion. The Council meeting, which was held on December 

20, clearly indicated that the members could no_t remain aldof of 

the public clamors. (Infra, pp. - ) 

In the afternoon of December 19, a regular meeting of the 

Block Managers (Unit I ) was scheduled. Before the meeting time, 

many Block Managers gathered in the Supervisor's office and. dis-

cussed j«a the current issue. Although they stated in many dif-
dS ~/o olscnv^ion 

ferent ways, they were in agreement^ that in all blocks the opi-

-Miosz, 
nions of impossiblity of closing the center in one year,„of 

d *-»</ 
grievances of evacuation, for more money payments by the WRA a 
were predominant. They also reported that a great number of re-

sidents were shouting that they would ganbaru. 

Block 6 , for instance, was reported by its Manager as fol-

lows : 

"They are saying that there is nothing to be scared of if 
they decided to stick it out here. The WRA can't close 
the center when they find so many thousand people on 
December 31. They are sure talking excitedly." 

The Manager of Block 28 said that the residents were of the 

ppinion that they could not go out of the center even if the 

WRA "¿ried to push them out. "They are sure noisy. They say 

that they had lost everything they possessed. Tteey want to 

know how they could go out without any money. The WRA is say-
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ing that they would assist every Japanese on the outside. What 

is the difference if they help^ed us here? How can we depend 
w' 

on what the WRA says?" 

The Manager of Block 42 reported that his block people 

were worried as to their future. They believed, as he put i t , 

that there was no guarantee by the WRA adequate enough to satis-

fy them. Many of the block people wished to remain in the center 

A 

f or/'duarat ion. 

The Block 43 Manager stated that his block was similarly 

tumultuous with many people arguing that they could not relocate 

with the provisions that the WRA was now willing to offer. They 

had no desire to relocate for the wartime for fear of racial dis-

crimination. "I don't see how the WRA can relocate all these 

people in one year," said he. "These people in my block are an-

gry. They say that they were shoved out of California losing 

everything they had , and now the WRA is trying to shove them 

out of here with twenty-five dollars. They won't go out." 

Hiroto, the Manager of Block 53, said, "My block is plenty 

noisy, too. They are talking all kinds of things. And they 

are shouting at each other for nothing." 

The Manager of Block 54 lamented, " it 's tough to be a Block 

Manager now. They come to me and try to argue with me. They don't 

care whom they pick on. They just want to argue that they could 

not be shoved out." 

M. Okamoto, City Manager, too, reported earlier in the day 

about his block (Block 30) as follows: 

"They sure make hell of noises. (Yakamashii koto o itte Iru zo . ) There are many people who are"~~sayirig ganbaru. I? 
TEey actually ganbaru, it will be very interesting." 



168 

T . Sumida, the Unit I Administrator and a resident- of 

Block 16, reported as follows: 

,nMy block is full of people who say that they would 
not go out of the center. They say that they can't go 
out without any assistance. If they give them lots of 
money, they say they might think about relocating. But 
not now. ' 

Thus, the blocks re ca t ed unusuallv uniformly to the Army 
r IS— 

and WRA announcements, although within a' given block the attitudes 

varied from that of anxiety to the extreme negativistic one. 

/'/ kt concCu</a</ 't'k&'f' 

From the various reports, there was little difference in the re-

actions from one block to another, although one family possibly 

reacted quite differently from another within a block. (Taking 

a contrary point of view, David French, the Community Analyst, 

pointed out as follows: 

"Reactions differed not only from family to family, but 
also from block to block. The area from which people were 
evacuated, the type of evacuation, and events since that 
time created the difference." 
Report No. 38 , January 5 , 1945, Community Analyst Trend 
Report from December 18 to 2'4, 1944. 

The writer cannot agreec^ to the statement regarding the vari-

ation from block to block. For the initial period, the writer's 

observations proved that the|analyst had made too fine comparisons.) 

The major part of the Block Managers' meeting, which was 

f^oS-ityf 

held from 1:30 P .M. , December 19, was/ expanded in discussing 

the post-excu Ision program. Supervisor Nishimoto asked whether 

the Managers had understood what Director Mills read. (Myer's 

message and teletype instruction) 

"No, it is not necessary to hear the message from Myer 

again,'' said a Manager. "the seven points were printed in the 

Poston Chronicle already. That's all there is to know. People 
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heard about the opening of California and the clsoing of the 
v/vdo"/ 4o 

center ^and^ say that they don't^ hear anything more." 

"Even if we tell them more, they won't try to remember 

anyway," another Manager chimed in. 

"Yes, the news of the closing of the center is too big one 

to swallow," said another Manager. 

Sasuga of Block ?, however, requested that the teletype 

message from Myer that Mills received on the staj^e be translated. 

Supervisor Nishimoto translated Myer's message into Japanese 

(Supra, pp. 20 - 21 ) . 

Immediately after the reading of the teletype, Block Managers 

began to ask questions and to comment all at once, creating dis-

order on the floor. The Supervisor was forced to tap theltable 

several times to rcgain order an unusual occurance for ttae 

Managers' meeting. 

"What is the WRA intending to do with the physically dis-

abled? How about the people who cannot work?" asked Sasuga. 

?The project officials claim that there are many Federal 

agencies mobilized to take care of every possible problem. What 

they will do is yet to be seen" replied the Supervisor. 

"How can they work on the outside?" another Manager asked. 

"The old people cannot go outside and start working." 

"According to the instruction, provisons have been arranged 

to take care of the needy," Superviosr Nishimoto. "what pro-

visions they are I don't know. That's something that each in-

dividual must find out for himself." 

"What would they do if we decided to stay put here?" asked 

an Issei Manager (a former farmer in Orange County). 
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'•I don't know any answer to that one," Nishimoto replied. 

"After a l l , I am not an official of the WRA and am not interested 

in taking up their battle. That question has been put to the 

project officials several times already, but they don't have a 

satisfactory answer to it . They evade it . Instead, they answer 

that theye will be no one left when the project closes. As I 

see it , the WRA itself does not know how to answer that question. 

vV 

No one will know the ans^r until -yae evacuees 'begin to sit down 

refuse to get out on the final day. " 

"It is impossible to close the center, " one of themjsaid • 

Other Managers followed with similar statements. All over fe 

the room, Managers in twos and threes started discussing how 

impossible it was to force unwilling people to relocate. Su-

pervisor let the Managers enjoy free discussions among them-

selves until they were satisfied. 

In the end, one the Managers stated as if they arrived 

at a conclusion, "We believe that the people will not relocate 

within one year. There are many people who refuse to relocate; 

and there are many people who cannot relocate for many personal 

reasons. If they refuse to relocate, the WRA cannot close the 

center. If the WRA is liquidated, some other agency must take 

over the center." 

"Oh, the WRA won't close the center," followed the Manager 

of Block 45. "They are just saying it to make people relocate." 

''Oust a minute," Supervisor Nishimoto cautioned the Managers. 

''It is dangerous at this time to conjecture too far. There is 

nothing in the official announcements that the WRA might change 

its mind. The announcements clearly state that the Centers will 

be closed within one year from now. There should be no mistake 
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about that particular point. Shall we let it go at that?' 

"When the WRA beging to close the center, there is another 

place to which we c a n / ^ 4 e an appeal,' ' said the reactionary 

Manager of Block 23. (By another place, he meant the Spanish 

Consul.) "Are you prepared for that?" 

"I see whom you mean," replied the Supervisor. "I don't be-

lieve that the Managers should take an i n i t M iat ive to appeal 

directly to that place . I shall be glad to convey your wish to 

the Local Council, however." 

"According to the teletype, those who have applied for re-

patriation must relocate like every ohher evacuee," said the 

Issei Manager of Block 28. "That isn't fair at a l l . They don't 

want to remain in this country. That is the reason that they 

have applied for repatriation. They are only waiting for the 

earliest exchage ship. I can't see the WRA reasoning that yl^ple 

whose prime desire and intention are to return to Japan be com-

pelled to go out of the center during the wartime." 

y-Ad/- l<t SUo J* J w¿I) 

"My guesspLs that the WRA was afraid f 1 nnri—applica-

tions for repatriation and expatriation -will follow^he announce-

ment of the center closure. This is their method of stopping 

people from applying for repatriation and expatriation just in 

order to remain in the center for duration. But I am very much 

-fU 

interested in how trhê r would answer such a question. I shall 

present the question to t-ha Director Mills and ask him to get 

an official answer from Washington." 

fI don't believe that there is any value in discussing this 

subject any more, " Nishimoto concluded. "We now agree that 

people are not willing to relocate and that the center cannot 
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be closed within one year. Shall we go on with our business 

now?fr 

Supervisor Nishimoto went on to discuss another subject on 

the agenda. He completed the rest of the meeting without dif-

ficulty and sent the Block Managers home with a conviction that 

the community was in an excited condition. The first regular 

meeting of evacuee organization since the anouncement revealed 

that unrest was widespread and emotion was running high among 

the residents. Those that planned to relocate in the near 

future, especially those eying California, had teken refuge in 

silence. (There were less criticisms against these planning 

relocation to the Middle West or the East. Some of the residents 

were advising others to plan their relocation quietly to avoid 

criticisms by others. An Issei moderate was heard as counseling 

his close friends, ''Don't say anything before you go out. Just 

make your plans quietly. It 's best not to argue with anyone. 

These people can't go out, so they want to stop others from go-

ing out, too. Don't mind them. Just keep quiet . " ) With ad-

ditional irritants, the people could easily run amuck with ex-

citement beyond reasonable control of the project administration. 

It was conclusively evident that they were admantly antagonistic 

to anything pertaining to relocation. They were only looking 

around within their reaches anything symbolic of relocation to 

attack and destruct to their hearts' content, for their opponents 

among their own circles had vanished. 

In this atmosphere, the Administration had been planning 

to schedule meetings from Quad to Quad to further its program 

of relocating the evacuees within one year. Powell had pro-

posed in the emergency meeting that such gatherings be spon-
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sored, (¿¿upra, p. 14) Director Mills, too, had informed those 

gathered in the shcool auditorium that a series of meetins would 

be held in the center "to turn • . • information over to all 

the people of Poston". The Administration was at a critical 

stage where it could easily make a fatal mistake by arousing the 

people unnecessarily. It could add fuel to the raging fire by 

holding the series of meetingsjfor the purpose of convincing the 

people that the center would be closed. They would not come to 

these meetings to be convinced, but to argue and to grieve. 

Their ma.jor question would be "What will happen if we don't 

leave?" (French, too, wrote, "Almost imme/dately discussions of 

coercive nature of the new program began. Evacuees began to ask, 

"What will happen if we don't leave?" Almost none believed that 

all the residents will leave in the 6 to 12 month period." 

op. c i t . ) They would not be satisfied with the project answer 

that it did not expect that anyone would desire to remain here 

after the period. They would mercilessly bait the appointed 

staff speakers with other unanswerable questions. They would be 

delighted by the embarrassment of the speakers, and the pres-

tige of the hecklers would be so inflated that they would be 

tempted to incite others furthermore, impai^/ng peace and order 

in the community and obstructing the WRA program. 

Mills and Powell were not the only ones who were in favor 

of holding such harmful, meaningless meetings. Supervisor 

Nishimoto learned that Gorlies Garter,the Relocation Program 

Officer, too, had expressed himself in favor of an intensive 

campaigning. He had said that he was willing to confront the 

people to convince them of the benefits of relocation. He was 
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confident of answering every question that might be presented to 

him. French was aware of such plans being prepared by the Ad-

ministration, and was afraid of the consequences. In the evening 

of December 19, both French and Nishimoto visited Garter at his 

At'r^i 

bungalow and advised^ on the courses that he should follow in car-

rying out the WRA relocation program here. They pointed out that 

no meetings be held in the center to promote relocation for at 

least two or three months. Such meetings would only forment and 

crystalize organized agitation against relocation within the com-

munity. The more intensive the campaigning was, the stronger the 

resistance would be. They illustrated their contention with 

the recent recruiting for the Toole Ordnance Depot. At Poston, 

the offer was handled like any other relocation proposal; the 

relocation officers and the evacuee leaders did not campaign to 

recruit evacuees for the Depot. Instead, they merely passed the 

information to the community without coercive arguments. As a 

result, Poston among all the centers sent the -most number of wor-

kers to the Army plant. 

There was a danger, they asserted, that a community pressure 

might be brought upon those that were planning to leave the cen-

ter for California or to the East, if the Administration went 

into the blocks to promote accelerated relocation. They believed 

that the opposition, if any at the time, would wane soon and 

the relocatees would feel free to leave here. They thought that 

there were enough people desiring to relocate in the immediate 

future; and the Relocation Office would be busy enough to handle 

this load alone. Nishimoto presented Garter his plan of pro-

gressive relocation. He contended that the relocation cam-
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aignlng be directed only to a preselected segment of the popu-

lation at a time, instead of addressing to the en\t4re community. 

He advised that those that had immediate plans for relocation be 

contacted and be given all benefits of assistance within the au-

thority of the Relocation Office. When the fipst segment had been 

relocated, a next easily accessible group should be approached and 

¿¿Si's 

consulted. In this way, the stroaa- of the program could be re-

vised to adapt to each group from time to time. It was impossible, 

Nishimoto argued, to present agguments for relocation that would 

appeal to trtre all the segments of the population at one time. 

"Conquer one at a time," Nishimoto counseled. "And start with 

the one nearest to you. Don't try to conquer all at once." 

Codies Carter agreed that he would see Director Mills ad-

vising him against holding the meetings. He said that the idea 

of relocating the most relocatable was his for a long time and 

had realized that he could not work effectively with all tWcJ 

groups in the centei^. He confessed, however, that the Family 

Welfare Section was not in line with his thinking and used the 

difficult technique of solving problems for every individi/l^/at 

once. (Carter afterwards informed the writer that he saw Mills 

on the next morning and succeeded in convl^njing him that no action 

should be taken by the Administration at the time to promote the 

WRA post-exclusion program. Later on, Director Mills told the 

writer that the idea of holding series of meetings was "not mine".) 

Whfcle the conversation continued, Carter asked Nishimoto 

regarding the success of the relocation program here. Nishimoto 

was of the opinion that from this March relocation would be ac-

celerated, reaching the greatest turn out in June, July, and Au-
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gust with school closing» He expected that at least two hundred 

evacuees would leave Poston during the month of Januray and about 

three hundred or three hundred fifty during the month of Pebraary. 

He believed that by the end of the summer vacation in August all 
hàvç, ¿9/1-) 

relocatable persons would^ite out of this center. He gave an es-

timate that on Sepetember 1, 1945 about three thousand evacuees 

would be left behind in Unit I and about two thousand in Units 

II and I I I together. After the date, the progress of relocation 

would entirely depend on the policy of the WR& in coercing the 

people. If the|present policy was maintained, the population of 

the 5000 evacuees could not be relocated. In other words, with 

the present relocation policy of the WRA , its relocation program 

would reach its end on September 1, 1945 for all practical pur-

poses. I f , however, the WRA decided to use threats and coercion, 

some of the 5000 persons would relocate. At any rate, Ni-

shimoto contended, it was not possible to induce these residual 

evacuees to relocate by January 2, 1946. 

On December 20, the members of the Local Council, Unit I , 

nest in their regular meeting. From disorganized clamors of 

protests against the WRA plôlicy to an official voice of corrt-

laint from an organized body, Poston had travelled a great dis-

tance in a short time. As Cor lies Carter put it afterwards, 

it indicated that the résidents at Poston had realized that they 

were really to move out of the center, which was to be closed in 

one year. 

After several routine matters were disposed of, Chairman 

Okamoto declared that the main business of the day was to 

discuss countermeasures to the newly proclaimed policy regarding 
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the closing of the relocation centers. He dispensed with read-

ing of the message to the residents from Director Myer, for he 

believed that the seven points had been well understood and were 

the main essence of the new WRA policy. However, he requested 

Councilman Nishimoto to translate the teletype from Myer, since 

few could hear Mills when he read it . Nishimoto explained the 

contents of the teletype in Japanese as he had done to the Block 

Managers . 

-Me 

The new regulation pertaining to repatriates at tract ed^ at-

tentiontf of Several Councilmen. One of them commented that 

repatriation could no longer be a means to remain in a reloca--th<L 

tion center for^ durat ion. Another Councilman wanted a reassur-

ance from the teletype whether the repatriates were among those 

who must relocate. 'What is this anyway?" added he. "They could 

not go out. They were on the stop list. Suddenly, they come out 

with this new thing and are telling them to go out." 

Another Councilman, who had been paroled from Santa Pe se-

veral months ago, requested to know regarding the status of 

parolees. Nishimoto replied to him that there was nothing in 

the teletype defining their status, but it was implied that 

their status would be determined by the Department of Justic at 

a later date. 

The discussion, then, moved to a more controversial phase. 

"What is the WRA trying to do?" one Councilman queried. "I can't 

understand at a l l . They mean to relocate more than 11,000 people 

from Poston by the end of this coming year, what are they going 

to do with the invalids, the unemployab les, and the destitutes? 

There couldn't be plans to take care of them. The relocation 

center is the best method of taking care of those people.? 
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"People are excited and noisy," another Councilman stated. 

"We better do something to stop the closing of the center." 

"I have been thinking, too," Okamoto interjected, "that we 

do something to counteract this.' ' 

The Council meeting became tumultuous from this point on. 

"We got. stuck in here," an old reactionary Councilman cried. 

"Now we are going to*$oroe^out. Whatta hell is it? (Sonna bate 

foa ftoto ga aru monka. ) 

Another Councilman exhorted against return to California. 

"It is unimaginable to think of return to California. Only those 

who don't want their lives will risk to live in California during 

the wartime. What^ happen to them if America meets/defeats in the 

Pacific again? These Ha ku J in are barbarous. They wouldn't think 

anything of killing Japs . " 

At this point, Ayaka Takahashi, the Councilman from * lock 

36, asked for the floor. "In the community, voices opposing the 

closing of the center are heard. These voices are loud. The 

Council is faced with a duty to oppose the WRA plan to close the 

center. However, this problem is common to all nine centers. 

If we proposed a conference of all these nine centers, we will be 

able to fight the issue effectively." 

Voices were heard from the floor in ageement with the proposal. 

"That is a very good idea" 

"That's good. That's good." 

"If we are going to hold an All Center Conference, we should 

stop relocation meanwhile," said another Councilman. "We should 

tell those people planning relocation to wait . " 

"No one should leave Poston until the problem is settled 

by the conference," said another. 
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"We got to stick together now," said still another. "All 

of us should remain in the center until, say, May. we should 

put up an united front. If we hold the conference early enough, 

we will know the result by May." 

Another Councilman believed that community pressure could 

effectively exerted on the evacuees that would leave Poston soon 

to postpone their departure. 

Rea lizing^ the nature of the discussion was serious, Nishimoto 

gained the floor and opposed to the idea of using^coercive means 

to detain the relocatees in the center against their free wills. 

"Yes, but we must have an united front," said a parolee Coun-

cilman. "If camp is divided, our stand will be weakened." 

Nishimoto retorted that all the people here were not thinking 

of their future in Japan. "If anyone desired to leave Poston, 

that is his privilege. No one has a right to stop him." 

"By this conference, they, too, might benefit , " countered 

another Councilman. "They might be able to get one hundred dol-

lars each instead of present twenty-five dollars." 
A 

"If they thought that they could get one hundred dollars 

by waiting for the success of the conference, they are privileged 

to wait. But if they are satisfied with the present rate of the 

WRA grants, they ought to be free to leave, we should not con-

sider any proposal to detain them forcibly here. I agree that 

our stand will be weakened because of divided camp. But that's 

the price we must be willing to pay." 

Cty^*man Okamoto came into the argument and took the side 

of Nishimoto. "Those guys will be relocating anyway. They don't 

care if -they get twenty-five dollars or not. They want to leave 

Poston for any price. You can't do anything with those bastards." 
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Another young Issei Councilman joined in the heated dis-

cussion and argued that the conference such as proposed by 

Takahashi should confine its agenda to the problems of those 

that did not wish to relocate and of those that could not relo-

cate. No evacuee should obstruct the freedom of action of another 

evacuee, he reasoned. In the end, this line of thinking not 

obstructing relocatees and limiting the agenda of the conference 

to the problems stated above gained enough support and won 

out. 

A Councilman representing one of the Orange County blocks 

believed that the question of damages sustained by the persons 

of Japanese ancestry should be taken up by the conference. Oka-

moto, however, believed otherwise by reasoning that such a ques-

tion should be settled at the conclusion of the war. He probably 

meant that the question should be settled between the Aermican 

Government and the Japanese Government in a peace conference. 

The Councilman representing the block with ttee evacuees 

from De la no proposed that the result of the conference ii e . , 

the appeal to maintain the centers for duration be submitted 
A 

to the Spanish Consul and be negotiated with the Federal Govern-

ment through him. Chairman Okamoto replied that he believed 

that the course of action "would probably directed to thset chan-

nel eventually". 

After further discussion on the details of the conference, 

the following points were agreed and passed by a show-of-hand 

votes unanimously: 

1. The conference be held at Poston calling delegates 

from all centers. 

2 . Poston was selected because of the excellent weather 
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during the winter months and because it would be con-

venient for the delegates to visit California on their 

return from here if they wished. 

3 . The conference be held sometime during February. 

4 . Each center be requested to send five delegates. It 

was suggested that each of the five representatives 

should represent an evacuated area different from an-

other so that the various areas of pre-evacuation re-

sidence would be represented. 

5 . Invitations be sent after consultation and approval by 

the Project Director and the WRA at Washington. 

(The All Center Conference will be discussed in a separate re-

port . ) 

The resolution of the Unit I Local Council was submitted to 

the meeting of the Community Council on the next day and was 

passed unanimously. On December 22, the special committee of 

the Community Council composed of Chairman I . Kubota, Vice Chair-

man G. Iseda, and Ayaka Takahashi visited Assistant Director 

John Powell in charge of Community Management and explained the 

proposal. Powell, in turn, promised that it would be submitted 

to Washington for approval through Director Mills. 

On December 28, John powe&l received a telephonic approval 

from John Proninse for the conference. In the conversation, 

Powell was informed that Director Myer would be strongly urged 

to attend the conference. The WRA, however, was opposed the 

idea of holding the conference at Poston or in any of the cen-

ters; it recommended to the Council that the location should be 

selected in some city outside of the centers. The ^ ^ f u r t h e r -

more made it clear that it would not defray the expenses of the 
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conference or of the delegates. 

On the same day, the Council received a teletype informing 

that a similar All Center Conference had been proposed by the 

Heart Mountain Community Council. The teletype read as folows: 

DELTA DEC 26, BACKDATE DEC 27, 1944 

DUNCAN MILLS COLO RIV POSTON ARIZ 

REQUEST THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM TOPAZ COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
BE DELIVERED TO THE POSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL. QUOTE . . . 
ORIGINAL PROPOSAL OF ALL CENTER CONFERENCE BY HEART MOUN* 
TAIN HAD BEEN APPROVED BY TOPAZ RESIDENTS. SIMILAR PRO* 
POSAL MADE RECENTLY BY AMACHE AGAIN APPROVED. TOPSZ 
COUNCIL STRONGLY RECOMMEND TO HAVE THIS CONFERENCE AT 
EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. IMPORTANT PROBLEMS ARISE MORE THAN 
EVER SINCE ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPENING OF WEST COAST WHICH 
ARE OF MUTUAL INTEREST AMONG RESIDENTS OF ALL CENTERS. 
REQUEST YOUR FULL SUPPORT ON ALL CENTER CONFERENCE AND 
YOUR EARLY ANSWER. Ui^UOTE. THIS MESSAGE DOES NOT IM-

PLY ANY ENDORSEMENT OF SUCH A CONFERENCE BY WRA OR TOPAZ 
PERSONNEL. DIRECTOR MYER INDICATED BY PHONE THAT SUCH A 
CONFERENCE IS HE ID WILL BE ENTIRELY AT EXPENSE OF CENTER 
REPRESENTATIVES* AS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED AND ADDED THAT 
BECAUSE OF RECENT CHANGE IN STATUS OF RESIDENTS THOSE NOT 
ON ARMY STOP LIST ARE NATURALLY FREE TO HOLD A CONFERENCE 
ANY PMCE THEY CHOOSE OUTSIDE OF CENTER 

L T HOFFMAN PROJ DIR 
WRA DELTA 

With the disclosure that the conference had been planned earlier 

by other centers and that it must be held somewhere other than 

Poston, the interest of evacuees in the political circle wanted 

considerably. They agreed among themselves that the Poston pro-

posal be tabled until a further development of the Heart Moun-

tain plan became known. 

As New Year1 Day approached, the attitudes and opinions 

of evacuees in the center shifted slightly. The modification 

was influenced by such factors as the deluge of aniti-evacuee 

articles in the newspapers toin California and the knowledge 

that several evacuees had returned to California before Christ-
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mas. Because of new developments and the time lapsed since the 

announcement, some sentiments and beliefs became more widespread, 

while some others gradually wanted. Beliefs that the physical 

safety of those who »eturned to California would be endangered 

were heard more frequently. Some stories were especially timely, 

for they narrated beatings and racial discriminations of this 

or that evacuee who had retur ml ¡to the Coast. In contrast, the 

violently negativistic statements against the new WRA program 

diminished in frequency and intensity. tfhe beliefjf that the cen-

ter could not be closed by December 31 , 1945, because all people 

a. 
would not relocate, transformed into^ convict ions that the center 

would be maintained beyond the year of 1945. Those who believed 

they did not wish to leave or couibd not leave Poston found so-

lace in the stories of mistreatment of evacuees in California, 

for such stories gave them a rationale in arguing that they should 
Wf<t 

remain in the center for, duration. 

As before, the prospective relocatees to California were 

taunted by others. An elderly Issei was heard as saying to 

another in a derisive tone, "if you intend to go, Mr. M, put 

your clothes in a coffin and take it with you. And on the 

21st of January, we'll hear Mr. M got killed. You won't have 

to order a coffin if you take one with you. ' 

These fear stories became more realistic. There was a 

widespread rumor in camp that a Nisei soldier was killed in 

Imperial valley, where he had been visiting on furlough. The 
r<L 

version as told by an Issei teitf that a Nisei soldier visited 

his former home town in Imperial Valley. 'fA mob came over to 

molest him and finally killed him yesterday or the day before. 
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The poor fellow didn't have a chance to defend himself, if you 

go back, the same thing will happen to you. California is not 

the place to go." There was no foundation to this story, but 

it. circulated in the community rapidly smabated. 

Rumors became more realistic. The story that the Nitta 

family had been beaten up in Orange County became rampant in 

the center soon after they left Poston for Santa Ana on Decem-

ber 26. It raged for several days until Nittas returned to Pos-

ton. when the Relocation Officer heard the story, he immediate-

ly contacted the WRA field office in Los Angeles to ascertain 

the safety of the elder Nitta and his son Hitoshi. The inves-

tigation by a field officer, however, proved that the story was 

baseless. The community was nonethelss interested in telling 

and retelling the beating of Nittas and did not accept the truth-

ful version from the Relocation Office. A well informed Issei 

had this to say: 

" It 's funny. The story that Nittas were beaten up got 
stafcted aithin two or three hours after they left Pos-
ton. They said that Nittas were beaten up in Santa Ana. 
But when I heard it , they might have been travelling 
yet. 

"As you know, Nittas are not liked by people here. The old 
man was regarded as Inu for a long time. Some say that 
his name was on the 'list of persons to be beaten when we 
had that strike. His son is not liked either. He is 
cocky. 

"The way I figure is this. Somebody said that they should 
be oeaten as they were returning to California. Or some 
one wished that they should befoeaten by fraku.jin in Santa 
Ana. As somebody else heard the story and told it to some 
one e lse, Mouuwlillo > the story got twidsted to say that 
they were beaten in Santa Ana." ^ 

(The Nitta family was the family that drew publicity in news-

papers and in the Life magazine. When they relocated on Jan-

uary 6 on Terminal Leave (new name for Indefinite Leave), 
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a caraven of three cars was formed to accomodate Nittas, a WRA 

fieL3 officer stationed in Los Aggeles, the Life photographer, 

the Acme News Photo Service photographer, and the reporter of 

the Los Angeles Daily News. The WRA field officer afterwards 

reported that the group reached Santa Ana without an incident.) 

On or about December 29, a new story began fco circulate 

among the residents. In substance, it stated that one George 

Iwakoshi had to return to Poston because he had been threatened 

by a mob. He had relocated to hio own farm in Santa Ana, but 

soon afterwards a sign appeared on his farm facing the road 

saying that it was operated by a pro-Jap. A group of several 

men had visited him one night and warned Iwahoshi to return 

to "the camp". One Mohnike, who had operated the farm during 

Iwakoshi's absence, had suffered wrath of town people. Some 

store keep\ers had refused to sell goods, especially groceries, 

to him, because he had been "too f ^ e n d l y with Gaps''. The Jap-

anese had been frightened and returned to poston. 

Hearing the story of Iwakoshi's experience in California, 

many people, especially the older people, reacted as if they 

had been assured of their beliefs . "California is no place 

to go , " "You can't tell what they might do to you," or "How 

can we go back to California when things are like that" was 

repeate^heard . Such statements as "what did I tell you?" and 

" I told you so" were very common. 

(George Iwakoshi is a Nisei, twenty-eight years of age. 

He is a graduate of high school. He lives in Unit I with his 

mothersmd. brothers^and sisters. He owns a vegetable farm, 

about fifty acres in size , near Santa Ana, Orange County. With 
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the evacuation, he leased to Mohnike on condition that he would 

take over as soon as he was able to return, with exception of 

crops then on land. The project record shows that he return«^,o 

his farm on short term leave on November 3 , 1944 to prepare for 

his permanent return. At the time, there was no visible ill 

feelings manifested by the neighboring people or by the people 

in the town of Santa Ana. Iwakoshi returned to Poston and applied 

to the western Defense Command for permanent leave. Having re-

ceived the Army's permission, he left Poston on December 2P. 

Immediately after his arrival on^ig farm, he worked on his farm. 

Iwakoshi confessed to Corlies Carter that the biggest mistake 

he made was in working in the field. People began to notice 

his presence and was convinced that he was back to stay. The 

sign was put up soon. Meetings were held in Santa Ana against 

his stay. The|American Legion post, the Vet^ans of Foreigta wars, 

and the Farmers' A s s o c i a t i o n h e l d their meetings. Land Ow-

ners circulated a petition against the return of Japanese. Stores 

refused to sell goods not only to George Iwakoshi but to Mohnikes. 

The mob visited him to warn him that he should not stay. The 

Nisei said that he was willing to "stick it out" but for the 

mistreatment his Caucasian friends received. He could not see 

Mohnikes suffer and decided to come back to Poston. 

Corlies Carter, who interviewed Iwakoshi on January SI to 

ascertain his story, told the writer that he was "scared st i f f " . 

He induced the Nisei to return to Orange County after he would 

have successfully "worked on" the community. The WRA office at 

Los Aggeles was immediately contacted and the Regional Officer 

Robertson patched O'Day, the Public Relations officer, to 

Santa Ana. O'Day accomplished a great deal there by mobilizing 
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church people to create a favorable sentiment towards return-

ing evacuees. Having received an invitation from the church 

people welcoming Iwakoshi's return, Carter persuaded him to try 

again for the sake of other evacuees. The Nisei, however, re-

fused to accept the invitation, for he could not get farm de-

ferment from the Local Board and could not see any advantage of 

beginning farming.) 

With the Iwakoshi incident, the project met its first re-

buff in carrying out the new WRA program. In no way could the 

project staff tfefute the rumors of racial discrimination^. Nor 

could they combat the belief that it was premature to return to 

California. Such a belief was reinforced by the letters to the 

residents from their Caucasian friends in California, unit Ad-

ministrator Sumida, for example, was telling his friends that he 

had received a letter from his former neighbor in Hollister, who 

-for* 

was caring^his property while he was absent. The letter informed 

him that he was always welcome to return to his former home at 

any time, but advised him that it would be more propitious to 

wait several months in the center until unfavorable sentiments 

towards evacuees s u b / ^ ^ . 

A Nisei boy told others that he had received two letters 

from his former friends at Salina£. One of the two advised against 

his return, while the other told him to return at any time. 

An Issei reported that his former land owner, whose ranch 

he had operated for more than twenty years before the warf*ad-

vised him not to return to Santa Clara at this time. The letter 

warned the Issei that there were many Caucasians present in the 

community who were agitating against the return of evacuees, and 
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that had he returned he might encounter aeries of unpleasant ex-

periences . 

A letter from Gardena ,y3a lifornia, to an evacuee here also 

mentioned that the writer would be happy to see him again, but be-

lieved inadvisable to return immediately, since there were many 

anti-Japanese people, especially among the recent residents, in 

the town. 

These letters were not the only means by which the evacuees 

learned of the unfavoralbe sentiments towards immediate return. 

Some of the evacuees, who had made short term visits to Southern 

California to scout the territory, reported similar advice^ of 

their Caucasian friends. Mr. T , one of the richest Japanese in 

Los Angeles in the pre-evacuation days, related on his return 
Security-

that his friend in a bank (a Vice President of the^Pisst National 

Bank of Los Angeles )had advised against his immediate return, be-

cuase he would not be able to operate his former business (He was 

one of the partners of the Sun Produce Company and the owner of 

a chain of retail fruit and vegegatable stores.) successfully. 

The banker had said that the community sentiment would be so 

bad towards Japanese that his buoineoe might be boycotted by 

Caucasians. He had believed that no bank would give credits to 

any returning Japanese. 

The Let4, rumors of incidents, the letters reporting unfavor-

able sentiments, and the verbal accounts of returning evacuees 

resulted in stronger convictions that it was not timely to re-

turn to the Coast at this time. Even those who had been plan-

nig immediate return began to show hesitation in leaving Poston, 

as they realized that they could not be readmitted once had they 

gone out. Concommitant with the widespread growth of the afititudes 
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of "'watchful waiting™, the belief that some of the relocation cen-

ters, particularly Poston, would be maintained beyond January 2 , 

1946 had been strengthening. It was observed, however, that 

these two attitudes had been mutually reinforcing each other. 

As early as December 20, M. Okamoto related his belief to 

the members of the Local Council during their meeting that four 

centers would be continued to operate after the announced closing 

date. He thought that the WRA. would alter its policy of liquid-

ation when they would have realized that all evacuees could not 

be relocated. He based his judgement on the strength of John 

Powell's statement on his return from Washington last fall that 

at least three centers would be maintained for the duration, 

since the WRA realized that many of the evacuees were not re-

locatable. (Powell denied that he had made such a statement. 

The writer, too, heard it from Powell directly sometime in Sep-

tember, 1944.) He believed that the WRA was merely using the 

coercice means as a last resort to accelerate relocation. 

dS 

Soon afterwards, many residents were heas-rd^remarking that 

there was no reason that the school construction program beiag 

continued. If the WRA was actually to liquidate Poston, it would 

not spend more money to keep on with the buidling project, they 

argued. One Issei who worked on the project stated thus: 

''We are working as before. They haven't told m to quit. 
If the WRA was really going to close the center, we would 
be told to quit. They tell me that there would be no more 
school after this June. If so, why should they allow us 
to go on with our work? We are expected to build four or 
five more buildings. They wouldn't spend money like that 
if they intended to close the center. I think it 's just 
a talk to make people go out of the center." 

An Issei in the Agricultura 1 Department had a similar argu-

ment. Aa he put it , the WRA instructed the department to conti-
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nue with the scheduled planting as if no policy change had been 

made. If the WRA were to close the center this year, such an 

extensive agricultural program was not necessary. Therefore, he 

thought that Poston would continue to exist after 1945. In the 

next breath, however, he stated determinedly that the agricul-

tural workers were prepared for rfany eventuality" by concealing 

from the WRA seeds that might be needed in future planting and 

storing them in a private place. 

Prom those who worked in the hoaptial, another story per-

meated into the community. It stated that Dr. Pressman, the 

chief medical officer at Washington, had come to Poston and had 

instructed the Hospital Administrator to purchase new equipment 

to improve medical facilities. This story was interpreted as 

a proof that Poston would be accomodating evacuees for the dur-

ation. 

Another widespread story had it that the Rocky Shimpo had 

reported that the relocation centers would not be closed for 

the next eighteen months. (The older people especially tendf 

to take articles in the vernacular newspapers as "biblical" 

truth. It is doubtful whether the Rochy &himpo had reported such 

a story, however.) 

, c/'c/ y W ¿y 

It seemed that the residents nonsecure enough with 7 

listening to these stories; they advanced many rationales of 

their own in order to convince themselves and others that the 

center should continue to exist for them, and therefore would con-

tinue to exist for the duration. One of the most widespread 

rationales among the older people (especially among the rer\al 

Issei, Issei from Terminal Island, and "Japanesy" Issei from 
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the urban areas) might be summarized by the following statement 

of an Issei Block Manager, formerly a farmer in Orange ^ounty: 

"There is nothing to be scared of. Just refuse to go out. 
Remain in the center. l>onft listen to the WRA. The Amer-
ican Government cannot afford to starve us, because it 
would create an international complication. If the Amer-
ican Government refused to provide forjuas, it would become 
a big international issue. The international law specifies 
that the nationals of a belligerent nation must be cared 
for during the wartime." 

Somewhat in a similar vein, many others of the same age 

group advanced the following reasoning: 

"Suppose we refused to go out of the center and the WRA re-
fused to feed us. The Japanese Government would retaliate 
on the American prisoners." 

Matoy of these two groups, especially the indemnity seekers, 

were advocating that the details of the WRA policies to '"force 

the Japanese nationals out of the center'1 be transmitted to the 

Japanese Government through the Spanish Embassy. They believed 

that the Japanese Government would take an appropriate step to 

compel the American Governemtn to care for the evacuees for the 

duration, because"Radio Tokyo had repeatedly warned them to re-

main in the relocation centers." 

There were two other popular rationales, although of similar 

reasoning, that were advanced not only by the Issei but also by 

many Kibei. Many of them advanced a concept that they had signed 

a contract with the American Government that they be detained in 

the relocation centers for the duration and fourteen days. Be-

cause of the contract, they argued, the American Government could 

not refuse to provide for the evacuees before the expiration of 

the specified period. Others expounded an idea that they had 

come here with a belief that they had been interned by the Amer-

ican Government for the duration. They had thought of themselves 
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as internees. They supported their argument with the fact that 

many of the newspapers used the words, "internees" and "intern-

ment camp', when they referred to the evacuees and the relocation 

center. One of them rationalized thus: 

"Unless the American Government * too, regarded us ad in-
ternees, the newspapers would-be using the words. If so, 
we as internees should, not be allowed to relocate for the 
duration." 

the end of 

Naturally enough, by^ December, the majority of the resi-

dents, including many Nisei, believed that the center could 

not be closed. They were convinced by their own reasoning that 

Poston would befkept open beyond the year of 1945, although some 

of the relocation centers might be closed. Many speculated that 

Topaz and Manzanar would be the early centers to be closed, while 

many others conjectured that Rohwer would be the first center to 

be closed. No one at Poston doubted that Poston would be the 

center to last longest, at least until January 2 , 1946 if not much 

longer. 

With the growing conviction that poston would not be closed 

in a year and the approach of New Year's Day, tensions that 

had been existing regarding the closing of the center were great-

ly relieved. The older people, who had been responsible for much 
w 

of excitement and commotion, were engaged busily 4r»- pre para t ion^s 

for the New Year's celebrations. Indeed, the preparations acted 

as a strong diversionary factor that turned the people's minds 

away from the perplexing problem at least for a time t^ng. 

As on the previous occasions, the residents at Poston seemed 

to have smugly deluded themselves that the center could not be 

closed for the duration. On this occasion, however, the initial 

impact was much greater than previously, for the announcements 
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were much more real, in the same proport ion,A worries of the 

residents were much greater than other times. The attitudes of 

anxiety were followed by4more agressive, more vociferous ex-

pressions of negativism. Again at the end, stronger rationales 

were advanced to minimize their insecurity. And the cycle of 

the same pattern was repeated by believing that they were here 

to remain for the duration. It is significant to note that the 

cycle was completed in two weeks from December 17 to December 

31 , 1944. 

Ad the year neared its last day, one of the appointed staff 
vo luntarily 

reported that many individuals had^come to the Family Welfare 

Office and the Relocation Office to consult ofl their relocation 

problems. Many applications for return to California, probably 

thirty to forty in number, had been received by the Relocation 
bearing California licenses 

Office for its approval. Several automobiles^ began to appear 

on the project; these cars had been retrieved by the Nisei from 
/V ' SZI 

their storage places in California and, visited their parents 

here in preparation for permanent departure. Others were wait-

ing watchfully whether to move East or to California this was 

particularly true with the Nisei. They began to plan relocation 

in the near future quietly and unostensibly, although there was 

no evident obstruction from others in the community. Criticisms 

and ostracism towards relocatees had been counteracted and were 

negligible . 

In preparation for, mass departure of evacuees, which the 

WRA hoped, Project Director Duncan Mills, too, instructed his 

subordinates to make planjSaa^ immediately. Mills, in consulta-

tion with Carter, Powell, and other staff members, devised an es-
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timate of the number of relocattees for every month in 1945. These 

were his figures or schedule showing that so many evacuees must 

be relocated during the specified month in order that Poston be 

cleared of 11,300fijople by the end of 1945. 

Month No. of persons^expected to relocate 
(or No. of person^^must be relocated) 

January 200 
February 400 
March 600 
April 800 
May 1,000 
June 1,200 
July 1,400 
August 1,600 
September 1,400 
October 1,000 
November 900 
December 800 

— r r ^ v o — 

The estimate generally reflected the optimism of the adminis-

trative staff . The appointed personnel had been hearing from 

-/o 

many evacuees that they would relocate^or return to California 

when the exclusion orders would have been lifted. They had been 

believing that the evacuees would return to their former homes 

without much coercion. They had been arguing to themselves 

that most of the deterrents to relocation would then be solved. 

Now they saw their offices deluged with voluntary inquiries for 

relocation. They had been informed that many relocatees, already 

on the outside for somethime, were here or were intending to re-

turn here to plan relocation for their families. They were 

annoyed by the activities of the various anti-evi^fl^e organi-

zations, it was -true; they were bothered by the ant i-evs)/i^(^e 

articles in the various California newspapers. But they were 

wishfully confident that the overt, unfavorable sentiments in 

California would cease soon. They were hopeful that their task 
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of relocating 11,300 evacuees at Poston within one year was a 

difficult one, but not impossible. Reflecting the confident 

attitude of the Administration, Relocation Program Officer Gart-

er curtly remarked, "We can do it."* 

In spite of the optimism of the appointed personnel, there 

wa<a in the community the vast majority of residents who could 

not relocate, or who at least believed that they could not re-

locate. A glance at the population distribution would tell the 

story. As relocation in the past had accentuated the already 

existed bi-modal characteristics of the population at Poston, 

the majority of the residual residents belonged to one of1 the 

other of the two modal age groups, v i z . , the age group 10 - 19 

and the age group 50 and over. The younger evacuees were atill 

dependent on their parents; they were too young to become inde-

pendent. They were not in position to defy the dictates of their 

parents. Nor were they free from the indoctrination of their 

elders. The Issei were too old, on the other hand, to begin 

their lives anew on the outside, or at least they so believed. 

They had adjusted themselves to the life in the relocation center; 

they were satisfied with the facilities and conditions provided 

by the WRA. By the evaauation, they had been "emancipated" from 

the torturous onus of the struggles for existence. No longer were 

Ad 

they required to toil from the dawn to^dusk for meager profits. 

They had severely suffered for many years because of the racial 

hatred and bigotry, but for4 last thirty months the outcries of 

the racists had become barks in a remote world, noWperilling 

their security. Their lives on the outside had been hard, ar-

duous, and stormy. In the re locat ion' center, however, they haa 
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found a safe anchorage from the ^t^my sea. Abhorrence and 

shame for the parasitic living as wards of the Government had 

vanished, for their rationalization was well-nigh unchallenge-

able due to the existence in their immediate vision of persons 

in the same plight ajmost exclusively. Ambition for success and 

incentive for independence had been sapped, for they had lost 

their .jobs, businesses, and property in one single mass sweep. 

It is no wonder then that they resist relocation and the closure 

of center. Who would willingly exchange security for insecurity? 

As Analyst French correctly summarized, the evacuees had 

been telling their friends, the Family welfare Counselors, and 

the Relocation Advisors the following deterrents to relocation: 

lack of money, land, furniture, and farming equipment 

''breadwinner" sons in the Army or facing selective service 
/especially for the farming people/ 

fear of discrimination and specifically economic boycotts 

insufficient protection by local authorities 

transportation restrictions and difficulties 

old age and health problems 

their annoyance at past governmental policies and their 
inability to trust the announcements of the future poli-
cies (op. cit . ) 

To these, the following deterrents should be added: 

lack of suitable farming land or difficulty of leasing it . 

Legal restrictions as enemy aliens 

Lack of ability to speak, write, or read English 

Belief that they oStftad find suitable jobs only among Japa-
nese people; i . e . , unadaptability to the jobs offered by 
Caucasians 

These deterrents to relocation were the difficulties arti-

culately expressed by the evacuees. It is true that much of them 
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were real, but just as much were rationalized. As some of the 

appointed personnel rightly pointed out, the same deterrents would 

be present at a later date if the WRA would have decided to post-

pone its 44rs* liquidation. As they saw it , these difficulties 

would not vanish, say, in two years. The project officials 

could not understand why instead of facing these difficulites 

and solving them immediately the evacuees wanted to postpone re-

turn to the normal stream of life to which they must evantually 

and inevitably return. They were afraid that the difficulties 

would be aggravated by remaining in the center longer. The em-

ployment situation, for one, they argued, would be graver at a 

future time; there would soon be a critical labor condition where 

the evacuees could not be placed ^in gainful occupations. Con-

vincingly enough, their arguments were logical, as they had assumed 

that all the evacuees, or at any rate most of them, would seek 

their future in the United States. The fallibility of their 

With a first generation immigrant group of low educational 

level such as the Japanese in the United States, it is dangerous 

to assume or expect political sophistication. To them economic 

security is of the primary consideration above political al-

legiance to the adopted country. Again to these politically 

naive people, the economic security is tangible and can be ob-

tained independent of the political allegiance, which is intan-

gible and insignificant. Especially the first generation Japan-

ese retained much of their sentimental attachment towards their 

mother country, because of manywtetty factors in the past such as: 

The nationalistic nature of education that they received 
in their formative years in Japan, albeit generally no 

however, lay in their a priori 
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more than six years in grade schools 

Social isolation, voluntary and involuntary, in California 

The impact of intense racia1 discrimination 

The legal restriction barring them from naturalization 

There is no doubt that they had developed attachment towards 

the United States while they were here. But because of a series 

of events culminating in the evacuation, they have been alienated 

from America and have been forced to eye elsewhere for their 

future the most logical place to look for their future being 

Japan. Economically speaking, they do not desire to break com-

pletely away from America; they see enough opportunities in Amer-

ica if they cannot comfortably earn their living elsewhere. They 

do not wish to make a decision at this time if possible. Many 

of the Issei dream of a victorious Japan and a profitable nego-

tiated peace. Does it matter how the war is actually turning 

against Japan and how wrong their belief is when they wishfully 

believe that Japan cannot- be defeated, and refuse to believe 

otherwise? It will be useless to argue here what they ought to 

believe or what they should realize. What they believe right-

ly or wrongly affects their reasoning. They oily see a nego-

tiated peace, and as its result they vision a hope that their 

future would be subsidized by the Japanese Government. After 

all , they will say, Premier Tojo promised them that she will 

look after them when the war is over. Did he not tell the Jap-

anese in America to endure the hardships of the war, because 

their future would be assured? In other words, they visualize 

by remaining in the center for the duration an immediate trans-

ition from being the beneficiaries of the United States Govern-
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ment to the beneficiaries of the Japanese Government with the 

cessation of war. There is nothing for them to lose, they 

reason, even though Jiapan is defeated. It is not too late to 

relocate at that time. The war will last for a long time yet. 

By the end of the war, their children will have fully grown up 

or will have firmly established on the outside to support them 

in America. There lies the prime motivationatJLoua 1 deterrent 

to relocation. 

I f , however, the WRA coercively endeavors to close the re-

location center, the evacuees will be forced to make a decision. 

A great number of them will undoubtedly take a|st,ep to sacrifice 

their political allegiance for their economic security. Some 

of the Issei, for instance, will compel their children to renoun-

ce their American citizenship for the "right" to accompany them 

to interment camps. Some other Issei will probably declare to 

the Department of Justice their desire to be detained for the 

duration. They will take whatever appropriate steps to remain 

as "internees" by being economically motivated. The reader must 

be warned that only a negligible number of persons among them 

will be really loyal to Japan, and that none of them ought to 

be regarded as dangerous to the national security. It is sig-

nificant to observe here that many of the Japanese regard the 

process of applying for expatriation and repatriation as a dur-

ation phenomenon, I'hat is to say, they believe that they will be 

given another hearing^ again &fc the end of the war to express 

their desire of either returning to Japan or remaining in the 

United States. To them, renunciation, too, is not a decisive 

step as it may seem to others; they believe that the renounced 



200 

citizens will be allowed to remain in America as aj/^fos after 

the war, if they so desire. 

The pattern taking steps to veer away from America and 

to identify themselves with Japan as a means of remaining in 

a Government operated center for the duration had been es-

tablished at the time of registration and of segregation. At 

the time of registration, one of the major factors that caused 

a great number of evacuees to answer the loyalty questions in the 

negative was their desire to remain in the center for the duration. 

Others applied for expatriation and repatriation later, believing 

that they could stay in the center by doing so. Again at the time 

of segregation, many evacuees too^ appropriate steps to be se-

gregated to Tu le Lake, having been convinced that they would be 

safe there* during the wartime. To be segregated to Tu le Lake, 

many applied for expatriation or repatriation themselves, while 

many others compelled their children to apply for expatriation 

so that they could accompany them as secondary segregants. Again 

as the closing of center approaches, the same pattern will be 

repeated . 

In summary, the evacuees resisting relocation and the clo-

sure of center can be classified into the following groups: 

1. Those who cannot relocate for bona fide reasons 

2. Those who believe that they cannot relocate 

3 . Those who do not wish to relocate 

Analyzing them on motivational factors, these same persons can 

be re-grouped into the following classifications: 

1. Those who desire to return to Japan, forsaking the 
United States 

2. Those who seek to be provided by the United States 
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Government for the duration in hopes that they would 
receive benefits from the Japanese Government im-
mediately afterwards 

3 . Those who wish to remain in the center until their 
children will have grown up or will have established 
firmly enough to care for them. 

4 . Those who seek gratuities greater than those now given 
by the WRA 

5 . Those who^merely postponing an unpleasant decision of 
leaving the center untilithe last moment 

In the path of the WRA towards its goal of the closing of 

centers, there lie many obstables. It can be easily observed 

that the WRA cannot relocate all 11,300 evacuees from Postori in 

one year, if it followed the present policies. By the summer of 

1945, the WRA will know whether it will face an eventual success 

or a failure in attaining its goal. 

THE END 


