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^Another 

California Swindle 

As a splendid addition to the Bancroft's out
standing collection of Bret Harte materials, 
Mr. Robert B. Honeyman, Jr. of San Juan 
Capistrano has presented to the Library 
three different issues of the pirated Mliss. 
An Idyl of Red Mountain (1873), together 
with a holograph letter written by the author 
in 1899 and an advertisement for a stage 
production in 1878 of Mliss. Child of the 
Sierra starring Annie Pixley. All serve to 
illustrate Bret Harte's continuing frustration 
over copyright which followed the publica
tion of his original version of this immensely 
popular story in the December 9th and 16th, 
i860 issues of The Golden Era, a San Fran
cisco literary weekly. His successful formula 
of combining a reporter's eye for authentic 
detail with a romantic plot set against the 
background of the "Wild West" in "The 
Work on Red Mountain," as the story was 
titled, worked for his imitators as well. Pub
lishers and theater managers quickly recog
nized a gold mine in the character of Mliss, 
frequently without regard for the author's 
artistic and financial concerns. 

At the request of the publisher Harte 
extended the story in a version that appeared 
in The Golden Era during the fall of 1863. 
That the author preferred the shorter ver
sion is proven by its inclusion, under the 
title "Mliss," in The Luck of Roaring Camp, 
when that collection appeared in 1870. 
Under further pressure from the Era, Harte 
struggled to turn the story into a novel, but 
gave up after nine or ten chapters. In 1873 
the weekly commissioned R. G. Densmore 
to do the job. Complaining bitterly about 
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"another California swindle," Harte, then 
living in England, explained the history of 
Mliss. to his Boston publisher, J. R. Osgood 
in a letter dated April 2d, 1873: 

I find now that the "Golden Era" is re
printing the second story in three columns 
with an advertisement saying that it will 
be completed in "sixty-two" chapters. Of 
course this means a swindle on the public, 
or a forgery. I regret to say that they are 
quite capable of doing either in California 


