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Golden Anniversary 

THE BANCROFT LIBRARY this holiday season 
is celebrating the Golden Anniversary of its 
acquisition by the University of California. 
On November 25, 1905, Hubert Howe Ban­
croft signed an agreement for the sale of his 
magnificent library to the Regents of t he Uni­
versity for a quarter of a million dollars, at the 
same time making an outright gift of $100,-
000 toward the purchase price. On November 
25, 1955, the Friends of the Bancroft Library 
gave the Library a rare volume of basic im­
portance, worthily marking a proud occasion. 

This "new" book is one of the earliest of 
Mormon publications, as well as the scarcest. 
It is the Book of Commandments, containing 
the "revelations of God" to Joseph Smith, 
founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. It was small, could almost 
be carried in a vest pocket, and was of such a 
nature that it would be used continually. It 
was printed on the frontier, at the town called 
Zion by the Mormons, in 1833. This town, 
better known as Independence, was the point 
of departure for western travelers in subse­
quent years. 

Our copy of the Book of Commandments 
is the one that originally belonged to John 
Whitmer, one of the eight special witnesses 
to the Book of Mormon. The priceless vol­
ume will be on display in the Bancroft Li­
brary, and we hope that many of you will be 
able to drop in to see it. 

In the fifty years that have elapsed since 
the purchase of this collection —a bold and 
imaginative step in 1905, when California was 
more concerned with future expansion than 
the preservation of its history —the hopes of 
the men who conceived the plan to acquire 
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the Bancroft Library and saw it become a 
reality have been abundantly realized. Such 
leaders as Regent Rudolph J. Taussig, Presi­
dent Benjamin Ide Wheeler, and Professor 
Henry Morse Stephens believed that at the 
University this Western Americana Collec­
tion would become the fountain-head of a 
strong program of graduate studies in history 
and a magnet that would draw scholars from 
all over the world to consult its resources. 

Both predictions came true in the succeed­
ing half century, especially under the leader-


